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Notes by the way...

Spiritualists bearing gifts
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In Spring 2008, Stansted gave a substantial quantity of early Spiritualist journals and
books to the Society for Psychical Research. Included were some volumes of journals
that have been scarcely touched by historians, such as Yorkshire Spiritual Telegraph,
Spiritual Magazine and Human Nature. What might be called the eBay value was
certainly thousands of pounds (even £1000 per volume in the case of “Carrier Dove” of
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PROFILES...

PHOEBE PAYNE BENDIT

By Dr Laurence Bendit

Introductory Note by Psypioneer:

It is now forty years since the passing of the clairvoyant Phoebe Payne. Yet her
work with husband Dr Laurence Bendit lives on, and is cited for example by Davina
Thomas in a paper on “Telepathic Thought-forms™ in “The Christian Parapsychologist”
June 2008.

By kind permission of Lisette Coly, vice-president of the Parapsychology
Foundation, New York, we are reprinting this tribute to Phoebe which appeared in their
Newsletter, September-October 1969, vol. 16 No. 5.

Phoebe Daphne Payne, also known as Mrs. Laurence J. Bendit, died on April 13,
1968. It might be more accurate, in view of the beliefs she and I shared, to say that her
body died and that she then found herself in a world where, unless she and many others
are self-deceived, she would find herself very much at home. For, from birth seventy-
eight years before, she had lived consciously in two worlds: the usual one of physical life,
and that other which, for lack of a better term, we call “psychic.” Had she not been shy,
shunning publicity, she would probably have been known to a wide public for her very
accurate and objective clairvoyance. As it was, she worked quietly among small groups
of people, specializing as she went on — first, in medical matters concerning both body
and mind, and later in an endeavor to understand the deeper aspects of life through the
mechanism of pure, unconditioned mind, for which perhaps the best term is the Sanskrit,
manas.

Although born clairvoyant, she was never primarily interested in ESP except as a tool,
an instrument she could use. She cared far more for life as a whole, looked at against an
essential, spiritual background, than for any form of ESP. Indeed, when some of her
friends tried to stop her from marrying on the grounds that it would interfere with her
perceptivity, she stated categorically that if she could not be at once clairvoyant and live a
full human life, her psychism could not be worth much and it could go by the board. (In
fact our marriage made not the slightest difference to her powers in any direct way, while
- perhaps I flatter myself - she as well as I gained a very great deal by our association.)

A brief account of her life will explain this passage from her first book, MAN'S
LATENT POWERS, published in 1938:

To be born clairvoyant is an odd thing, because one is quite unable to assess ordinary
life without its counterpart of extra sensory perception. I do not remember a time
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