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WE SHALL FIGHT THEM ON THE WEB SITES?
A shocking example of unsubstantiated assertion appeared on the BBC website 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/historv/scottishhistorv/modern/oddities modern.shtml

(This is current as we go to press; though, as some errors on the page were pointed out 
to the BBC site on 9 June, we hope for changes.)

It was claimed that Winston Churchill visited Helen Duncan in prison in 1944, and 
that “one of his first acts when he was re-elected to power in 1951 was to repeal the 
Witchcraft Act.” The same BBC site revealed “A formal act of Parliament three years 
later officially recognised spiritualism as a religion” -  what act would that be?

There is no published evidence that Churchill visited Mrs Duncan in prison, and she 
made no such claim herself, though such a visit is claimed on 
http://www.helenduncan.org

During her time in prison, according to several witnesses including some former 
guards, Winston Churchill and the Queen Mother visited her.

If such testimony existed, it would be of great interest, though the guards (female 
prison warders) would now be very old. It is hard to believe however that such visits 
could happen without Maurice Barbanell and Percy Wilson being aware of it. By the 
Queen Mother, presumably the then Queen, wife of the King, is meant; though she
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would be sympathetic to the paranormal, for either of them to visit a convicted person 
in prison would be highly unlikely. Let those who assert it produce their evidence.

The same web site asks us:

And is it also significant that on his return to power following the immediate post-war 
Labour Government the ONLY tranche o f legislation he permitted to be carried over 
from the previous administration was the private Parliamentary Bill replacing the 
archaic 1735 Witchcraft Act under which Mrs Duncan was 'convicted' by the 
Fraudulent Mediums Act ? thttp://www.helenduncan,org.)

Well no, it isn’t significant. The Fraudulent Mediums Act 1951, easily available on 
the Web is dated 22 June 1951. The general election which returned Churchill to 
power was 26 October 1951. Whatever his views, it was too late for him to influence 
it - the bill was law and the celebrations had already been held. It seems rather hard 
that after the Labour government gave support to a private member’s bill to legalise 
mediumship, the credit should be transferred to a Conservative premier, but it is an 
example of how famous names attract apocryphal stories. Most people, even 
Americans, have heard of Churchill, but not of Chuter Ede, the Labour Home 
secretary, who facilitated the legal change.

As Jean Bassett records about 1951 in the official SNU history “One Hundred Years 
of National Spiritualism.” (1990, p.55)

“A victory dinner was held in the Houses o f Parliament on Monday July 16th.... The 
first toast o f the evening was to Parliament coupled with the name o f the Right 
Honourable J. Chuter Ede, the Home Secretary.” (warning-a misplaced full stop in 
the book gives the impression that Clement Davies, leader of the Liberal Party, was 
Home Secretary. ). Ede was present.

The Duncan web site calls her confidante of wartime premier Winston Churchill and his 
colleagues. It is known that some wartime leaders were involved in Spiritualism, such 
as Mackenzie King, premier of Canada, but there is no published evidence that Mrs 
Duncan was the confidante of any of them. But the purveyor of this claim has perhaps 
not realised the logic of the boast. If she was the confidante of anyone in government, 
what is the value of the claim to paranormal information about such matters as the 
sinking of the Barham?

While we are considering Helen Duncan, it may be worth recalling a note from the 
previous Psypioneer web site.

HELEN DUNCAN WAS FIRST.

"She was the first medium to be charged under the Witchcraft Act.". This was claimed 
o f Helen Duncan by Maurice Barbanell in his book "The Case o f Helen Duncan" 
(Psychic Press 1945) p.143.
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Barbanell had available historical research that had been done not only for the 
Duncan trial but also for her appeal. He stated "This statute has very rarely been 
used. I  have managed to trace three prosecutions in the present century - in 1904,
1935 and 1939. The last two were for fortune telling."

However the publicity given to the Duncan case encouraged the police to use the 
Witchcraft Act 1735, and a 72 year old woman was a few months later brought before 
the Old Bailey, and was bound over.

A Spiritualist meeting scheduled to be held on 8 October 1944 in Altrincham near 
Manchester to hear a trance address "The Science o f Spiritual Healing" was declared 
illegal under the Act by a police superintendent in Altrincham. The meeting had to be 
held outside the district.. Printers also became worried about printing material about 
this case, and two refused to print. Other cases followed.

Popular writers on the paranormal sometimes describe Helen Duncan as the last 
medium prosecuted under the Witchcraft Act - the reverse is the truth. The Act 
continued to be used throughout the Labour Government o f1945-50. More evidence 
will be presented soon.

In his 1944 booklet "Rogues and Vagabonds" Barbanell had written "We do not fear 
the operations o f the Witchcraft Act o f1735, for it is very rarely invoked" but this 
proved over-confident.

T h e  P i o n e e r  w e b  s i t e  g a v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  l a t e r  c a s e s  i n  a n o t h e r  n e w  i t e m :

1950 WITCHHUNT

Even in 1950, six years after the Duncan case, British police were still ready to 
prosecute mediums for conjuration, a contemporary journalist recorded.

In his book "Matters o f Life and Death" (1953) Geoffrey Murray noted (p.102) the 
case o f Charles Botham who was convicted on 20 June 1950 on three counts o f false 
pretences. "There were also two counts o f conjuration under the Witchcraft Act, but 
these two counts were never presented to the court and the jury were discharged from 
returning a verdict upon them.". (Possibly these two charges were used for some 
secondary purpose, connected with bail for example).

Unusually this case appears to have been raised in Parliament. The Home Secretary 
Chuter Ede is quoted as saying that Botham had persuaded a widow to place sums of 
money, amounting to £1000 and £500, on a chair so that the spirit o f her late husband 
could dematerialise them and apply them to medical charities. "The notes were not 
dematerialised but in a very material form reached Mr Botham's wallet." Ede said.

Did the 1951 Act result in a rash o f prosecutions o f fraudulent mediums? Murray 
added that “a medium has been prosecuted under its provisions. The London 
magistrate who heard the charge declined to send the case for trial and discharged 
the medium after hearing the defence."
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A s  t h e  P i o n e e r  w e b  s i t e  e l s e w h e r e  n o t e d ,  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  l a w s  a g a i n s t  m e d i u m s h i p  

a n d  o t h e r  u n o r t h o d o x  p r a c t i c e s  i s  q u i t e  c o m p l e x ,  w i t h  p i t f a l l s  i n t o  w h i c h  w e  a l l  f a l l  a t  

d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s .  G e o f f r e y  M u r r a y  " M a t t e r  o f  L i f e  a n d  D e a t h ,  a n  I n q u i r y  i n t o  

S p i r i t u a l i s m ,  F a i t h  H e a l i n g ,  a n d  P s y c h i c  R e s e a r c h  T o d a y  " ( L o n d o n ,  S i d g w i c k  a n d  

J a c k s o n ,  1 9 5 3 )  d e r i v e d  f r o m  a r t i c l e s  i n  1 9 5 1  i n  t h e  N e w s  C h r o n i c l e ,  a  L i b e r a l  d a i l y  

n e w s p a p e r  ( w h o s e  l a t e r  p a s s i n g  I  r e c a l l ) ,  a n d  i s  v a l u a b l e  f o r  g i v i n g  a  p o r t r a i t  o f  t h e  

p s y c h i c  s c e n e  o f  t h e  e r a  -  w h i c h  w a s  a l s o  t h e  t i m e ,  i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  w h e n  N F S H  a n d  

C F P S S  w e r e  f o r m e d

M u r r a y  s a y s  ( p . 1 3 )

"On June 22, 1951, the Fraudulent Mediums Act became law and a long-standing 
stigma was removed from the people called Spiritualists by taking them out o f the 
legal categories of witches and vagrants. The Act, so drafted that it had none of the 
jargon that usually makes the will o f Parliament incomprehensible to laymen, is 
commendably short, for it is contained on single octavo sheet, o f which a copy can be 
bought from His Majesty's Stationery Office for twopence. But it marks, as most o f 
those stressed who took part in the House o f Commons debate that preceded its 
passing, the completion o f the movement for religious toleration that began, in 1689, 
with the Toleration Act and was progressively extended by the Catholic Emancipation 
Act o f 1829, the admission o f Jews to Parliament in 1858, and the abolition o f Church 
rates in 1868. From that slow movement toward religious freedom, Spiritualists were 
excluded primarily because o f the late origin o f their beliefs. "

A n  a l t e r n a t i v e  v i e w ,  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  e x p r e s s e d  i n  p r i n t ,  i s  t h a t  t h e  1 9 5 1  A c t  w a s  p a r t  

o f  t h e  r i s e  o f  t h e  p e r m i s s i v e  s o c i e t y  w h i c h  a r o s e  m a i n l y  i n  t h e  1 9 6 0 s ,  w i t h  v a r i o u s  

l e g a l  a n d  s o c i a l  c h a n g e s .  B u t  t h a t  w a s  n o t  h o w  i t  w a s  s e e n  a t  t h e  t i m e .

A n o t h e r  c l a i m  o f t e n  m a d e  i s  t h a t  t h e  c a s e  o f  M r s  D u n c a n  i n  1 9 4 4  l e d  t o  t h e  

l e g a l i s a t i o n  o f  m e d i u m s h i p  i n  1 9 5 1 .  N o  s u c h  c o n n e c t i o n  h a s  b e e n  s h o w n ,  a n d  i t  i s  

e v e n  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  c a s e  w a s  c o u n t e r - p r o d u c t i v e  i n  o f f i c i a l  q u a r t e r s .  P e r h a p s  i t  

c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  l a c k  o f  s y m p a t h y  t o  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  o f  w a r t i m e  H o m e  S e c r e t a r y  

H e r b e r t  M o r r i s o n .

T h e  l e g a l i s a t i o n  o f  m e d i u m s h i p  i n  1 9 5 1  w a s  t h e  c u l m i n a t i o n  o f  a  l o n g  c a m p a i g n ,  

w h i c h  w a s  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  e v e n  w h e n  C o n a n  D o y l e  t o o k  p a r t  i n  1 9 3 0 .  A n  i m p o r t a n t  

s t e p  i n  t h e  S e c o n d  W o r l d  W a r  w a s  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  S N U  F r e e d o m  F u n d .  A g a i n  w e  

c a l l  u p  a n  i t e m  f r o m  t h e  d e f u n c t  P s y c h i c  p i o n e e r  w e b  s i t e

POLICE ACTION BEFORE DUNCAN CASE

More information about police harassment o f Spiritualists during the Second World 
War is contained in the book by Dr G.K. Nelson “ Spiritualism and Society ” (1969). 
Speaking o f1942, the author noted;

“. in that year a new campaign o f police prosecutions started. On 27th September two 
police officers, disguised as sick soldiers in hospital blue, attended a séance 
conducted by Austin Hatcher and Emily Little. As a result Hatcher and Little were 
charged with ‘pretending to hold communication with the spirits o f deceased persons
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and deceive the public’. They appeared at Cardiff Magistrates Court and Hatcher 
was sentenced to three months’ and Emily Little to one month’s imprisonment; their 
appeal against convictions was dismissed by Cardiff Quarter Sessions. “

In another case Mrs A Townsend o f South Harrow escaped with a £2 fine for fortune 
telling. Such events led the Spiritualists National Union to set up a freedom fund.
Soon, Florence Camper o f Southend was finedfor claiming to tell fortunes and Rhoda 
Wardle a healer claiming to be a minister o f religion, was fined £5 for failing to 
comply with directions as to employment.

Assessing what really happened in such cases would be difficult without much more 
detail. In some cases police may have acted after complaints from the public. Some of 
those convicted may have been fraudulent. But it all added to a general feeling of 
religious insecurity. On 6 January 1941, President Roosevelt had defined the Four 
Freedoms, one o f which was freedom o f worship. Similar declarations were made as 
the war progressed, even in former Axis territories, and Spiritualists felt that they 
should be included in such freedom.

I t  s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  H e l e n  D u n c a n  w a s  n o t  r e g a r d e d  b y  t h e  S p i r i t u a l i s t  M o v e m e n t  

o f  h e r  t i m e  a s  a n  u n m i x e d  b l e s s i n g .  L I G H T  i n  1 9 4 4  w a s  a m b i v a l e n t  a b o u t  t h e  

c o n v i c t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  L S A  w a s  I  b e l i e v e  c o n s u l t e d  b y  t h e  p o l i c e .  A l t h o u g h  £ 3 0 0 0  ( a n  

e n o r m o u s  s u m  i n  t h o s e  d a y s )  w a s  d i v e r t e d  f r o m  t h e  S N U  F r e e d o m  F u n d  t o  h e l p  i n  h e r  

d e f e n c e ,  s h e  r e f u s e d  t o  a l l o w  t h e  S N U  t o  m a n a g e  h e r  s i t t i n g s  a f t e r  h e r  r e l e a s e  f r o m  

p r i s o n .  T h e  S N U  s u b s e q u e n t l y  w i t h d r e w  h e r  c e r t i f i c a t e  a s  a  p h y s i c a l  m e d i u m .  

B a r b a n e l l  h i m s e l f  w a s  a t  t i m e s  e x a s p e r a t e d  b y  w h a t  h e  r e g a r d e d  a s  h e r  r e c k l e s s  

b e h a v i o u r .  T h e  p r o s e c u t i o n  i n  1 9 4 4  u n d o u b t e d l y  h o p e d  t h a t  q u o t i n g  t h e  l a r g e  w e e k l y  

i n c o m e  o f  t h e  m e d i u m  t h e y  w o u l d  p r e j u d i c e  t h e  j u r y  a g a i n s t  h e r .

A  f e w  w o r d s  a b o u t  t h e  s h i p  H M S  B a r h a m  w i t h  w h o s e  s i n k i n g  t h e  H e l e n  D u n c a n  c a s e  

i s  i n v o l v e d .  T h e  B B C  H i s t o r y  w e b  s i t e  c o n f i d e n t l y  d e c l a r e s  “In 1943 the spirit o f a 
sailor appeared, announcing that he had just gone down on a vessel called the 
Barham."T h e  s i t e  h t t p : / / w w w . h e l e n d u n c a n . o r g  . p u t s  i t  m o r e  f o r c e f u l l y ,

When she materialized the full form o f a sailor with the name H.M.S. BARHAM on his 
cap, a ship, which the English government denied had been sunk; she was arrested 
and jailed as a spy and then a witch.

L e t ’ s  t a k e  d a t e s  f i r s t .  T h e  B a r h a m  w a s  s u n k  o n  2 5  N o v e m b e r  1 9 4 1 ,  n o t  1 9 4 3 . .  M r s  

D u n c a n  w a s  a r r e s t e d  i n  J a n u a r y  1 9 4 4 ,  t h o u g h  o f  c o u r s e  s h e  h a d  b e e n  i n v e s t i g a t e d  b y  

t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  f o r  m u c h  l o n g e r .  I n  h i s  b o o k  “ S p i r i t u a l i s m  a  c r i t i c a l  s u r v e y ”  ( 1 9 6 6 )  

S i m e o n  E d m u n d s  c l a i m e d

In fact the sitter concerned was the widow, not the mother, o f a petty officer who was 
lost in Barham, and Mrs Duncan did not give the name o f the ship, but extracted it 
from the sitter.
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H e  a d d s :

The story o f the ship's name on the capband also seems dubious when it is re­
membered that during the war, for security reasons, naval capbands bore only the 
letters HMS.

A l a n  J e f f r e y s  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E x h i b i t s  a n d  F i r e a r m s  o f  t h e  I m p e r i a l  W a r  

M u s e u m  p u t s  t h e  l a t t e r  p o i n t  e v e n  m o r e  p r e c i s e l y  i n  a n  e  m a i l  r e s p o n s e  o f  2 0  J u n e  

2 0 0 6  t o  a  q u e r y .

As you correctly mention sailors' cap tallies did not have the ship's name on during 
the Second World War. They just had HMS on.

I t  l o o k s  l i k e  t h e  B a r h a m  s t o r y  h a s  b e e n  e x a g g e r a t e d .  M o r e o v e r ,  f o r  s e c u r i t y  r e a s o n s  a  

p u b l i c  a n n o u n c e m e n t  o f  t h e  s i n k i n g  o f  a  s h i p  i n  w a r t i m e  m i g h t  b e  d e l a y e d ,  b u t  t h a t  

d o e s  n o t  m e a n  i t  w a s  n o t  k n o w n  i n  t h e  l o c a l i t y ,  n o t  l e a s t  f r o m  t h e  s u r v i v o r s .

F i n a l l y  l e t  u s  r e t u r n  t o  M r s  D u n c a n  i n  H o l l o w a y .  I n  h i s  b i o g r a p h y  o f  h e r  “ H e l l i s h  

N e l l ”  ( 2 0 0 1 )  D r  M a l c o l m  G a s k i l l  p r e s e n t s  a  g o o d  d e a l  o f  e v i d e n c e  a b o u t  t h e  l e g a l  

c l i m a t e  b e f o r e  a n d  a f t e r  t h e  1 9 4 4  t r i a l .  D e s p i t e  i t s  s o m e t i m e s  h o s t i l e  t o n e ,  t h e  b o o k  i s  

e s s e n t i a l  r e a d i n g  f o r  p s y c h i c  h i s t o r i a n s .  H e  s a r d o n i c a l l y  o b s e r v e s :

“The story that Churchill was a regular séance-goer who visited Helen Duncan in 
Holloway, had a private sitting in her cell and promised to make it up to her, was an 
inevitable fantasy. Needless to say, suggestions that her other sitters included 
Mackenzie King, General De Gaulle, the Queen Mother and Chief Sitting Bull should 
be treated with caution, although ironically the fact that Sitting Bull died in 1890 
made him the most likely candidate i f  any one o f these ever did pay her a visit.” 
(p.299).

A s  D r  G a s k i l l  i s  d i r e c t o r  o f  s t u d i e s  i n  h i s t o r y  a t  C h u r c h i l l  C o l l e g e ,  C a m b r i d g e ,  w h e r e  

t h e  C h u r c h i l l  A r c h i v e s  a r e  h o u s e d ,  a l l  o f  t h e s e  p a r t i e s  -  a n d  w e  o u r s e l v e s -  w o u l d  b e  

i n t e r e s t e d  t o  l e a r n  m o r e  o f  C h u r c h i l l ’ s  a l l e g e d  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  M r s  D u n c a n .  W e  m i g h t  

o t h e r w i s e  b e  t e m p t e d  t o  s u s p e c t  t h a t  s o m e o n e  h a s  b e e n  i n d u l g i n g  i n  w h a t  C h u r c h i l l  

h i m s e l f  c a l l e d  t e r m i n o l o g i c a l  i n e x a c t i t u d e s .

F a n t a s t i c  m i s i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  H e l e n  D u n c a n  i s  w i d e s p r e a d  a c r o s s  t h e  I n t e r n e t .  

C a p b a n d s  w i t h  H M S  B a r h a m  o n  t h e m  a r e  m e n t i o n e d  o n  a  n u m b e r  o f  s i t e s  d e v o t e d  t o  

t h e  p a r a n o r m a l  a n d  t o  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  i n  g e n e r a l .  W i k i p e d i a  c l a i m s  t h a t  M r s  D u n c a n ’ s 

1 9 4 4  t r i a l  “ a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  C h u r c h i l l ' s  d e c i s i o n  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  

W i t c h c r a f t  A c t  i n  1 9 5 1 . ”  w h e n  a s  r e c a l l e d  a b o v e ,  h e  w a s  n o t  e v e n  i n  p o w e r ;  a n d  

p e r h a p s  i n e v i t a b l y  s h e  i s  s a i d  b y  W i k i p e d i a  t o  b e  t h e  l a s t  p e r s o n  c o n v i c t e d  u n d e r  t h e  

W i t c h c r a f t  A c t ,  w h e n  a s  n o t e d  a b o v e ,  h e r  c o n v i c t i o n  a c t u a l l y  c a u s e d  t h e  p o l i c e  t o  

b r i n g  t h e  A c t  b a c k  i n t o  r e g u l a r  u s e .  O t h e r  s i t e s  s p e a k  o f  a  m y s t e r i o u s  A c t  t h r e e  y e a r s  

a f t e r  1 9 5 1  w h i c h  i s  s u p p o s e d  t o  h a v e  r e c o g n i s e d  S p i r i t u a l i s m .

N o n e  o f  t h i s  b o d y g u a r d  o f  l i e s  i s  h e l p f u l  t o  a n y  r e p u t a b l e  c a u s e .  L P .
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SPIRITUALISM NEWLY INTRODUCED
T h e r e  i s  a  s h o r t a g e  o f  r e c e n t  i n t r o d u c t i o n s  t o  S p i r i t u a l i s m ,  a p a r t  f r o m  L y n  d e  S w a r t e ’ s 

u s e f u l  “ P r i n c i p l e s  o f  S p i r i t u a l i s m ”  ( 1 9 9 9 ) .  R o y  S t e m m a n ’ s  i n s t a n t  c l a s s i c  “ S p i r i t  

C o m m u n i c a t i o n ”  ( 2 0 0 5 )  w h i c h  w e  w e l c o m e d  i n  o u r  J u n e  2 0 0 5  i s s u e ,  d o e s  n o t  c o v e r  

o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  S p i r i t u a l i s m .  S o  t h e r e  i s  a  g a p  i n  t h e  m a r k e t .

A  n e w  b o o k  “ A n  I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  S p i r i t u a l i s m ”  b y  S . J e f f e r y  a n d  D .  U n d e r d o w n  h a s  

a p p e a r e d  f r o m  A m h e r s t  P u b l i s h i n g  i n  S e v e n o a k s  K e n t  ( £ 9 . 9 9  I S B N  1 9 0 3 6 3 7  4 0  6 -  e  

m a i l  p s y - a i d @ h o t m a i l . c o . u k )  I t  t a k e s  a n  u n u s u a l  a p p r o a c h .  T h e  a u t h o r s ,  w h o  d o  n o t  

d i s c l o s e  i n  t h e  b o o k  t h e i r  f u l l  n a m e s  o r  w h e r e  t h e y  a r e  ( F o l k e s t o n e )  , c a l l  t h e i r  

p h i l o s o p h y  E T V O S I S M  ( e t v o s  =  e n l i g h t e n m e n t :  t h e  v o i c e  o f  s p i r i t ) .  T h e y  c o v e r  m u c h  

o f  t h e  u s u a l  g r o u n d  i n  s u c h  m a t t e r s  a s  s u r v i v a l  a n d  m e d i u m s h i p .

B u t  t h e y  t o o  h a v e  l i t t l e  t o  s a y  a b o u t  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  a n d  e v e n  m i s - s p e l l  t h e  S N U  n a m e  

w h e n  t h e y  t w i c e  m e n t i o n  i t .  ( I n  t h i s  t h e y  a r e  h o w e v e r  i n  g o o d  c o m p a n y  b e c a u s e  t h e  

o f f i c i a l  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  S N U  c a l l s  i t  t h r o u g h o u t  “ S p i r i t u a l i s t  N a t i o n a l  U n i o n ” , t h o u g h  

u s i n g  t h e  c o r r e c t  “ S p i r i t u a l i s t s  N a t i o n a l  U n i o n  “ o n  t h e  t i t l e  p a g e .  )

T h e r e  i s  a  g o o d  d e a l  o f  a r g u m e n t  w i t h  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  2 0  b i b l i c a l  q u o t a t i o n s  

b e t w e e n  p 3 3 - 4 6 .  T h i s  i s  a  b i t  r i s k y  -  i t  i s  n o t  w i t h o u t  r e a s o n  t h a t  m a n y  S p i r i t u a l i s t  

c h u r c h e s  b a n  B i b l e s  f r o m  t h e i r  r o s t r u m s .

B u t  i t  i s  w i t h  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  p i o n e e r s  t h a t  o u r  r e a d e r s  w i l l  b e  c o n c e r n e d .  T h e r e  i s  

a  s u b s t a n t i a l  h i s t o r i c a l  s e c t i o n  ( p . 4 8 - 8 9 )  b u t  m a n y  p i o n e e r s ,  s u c h  a s  A . J .  D a v i s  a n d  

S t a i n t o n  M o s e s  d o  n o t  f e a t u r e ,  a n d  o t h e r s  l i k e  t h e  g r e a t  b i b l i c a l  t r a n s l a t o r  W i l l i a m  

T y n d a l e  ( p . 7 4 )  h a d  n o  s y m p a t h y  w i t h  t h e  p a r a n o r m a l .  ( H e  c o n d e m n e d  t h e  H o l y  M a i d  

o f  K e n t . )

T h e  a u t h o r s  s e e m  t o  h a v e  w r i t t e n  t h e i r  b o o k  m a i n l y  f r o m  w e b  s i t e s .  R e a d e r s  o f  t h i s  

n e w s l e t t e r  w i l l  n e e d  n o  r e m i n d e r  t h a t  s o m e  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  w h i c h  a p p e a r s  o n  s i t e s  

a n d  i n  b o o k s  a b o u t  p i o n e e r s  i s  u n r e l i a b l e .  ( S e e  t h e  n o t e  i n  t h i s  i s s u e  o f  P s y p i o n e e r  

a b o u t  C h u r c h i l l ,  w h o  f e a t u r e s  i n  t h i s  b o o k . )

A n o t h e r  f o c u s  o f  m y t h  i s  t h e  s e c r e t  A n g l i c a n  r e p o r t  o n  S p i r i t u a l i s m .  ( N e w s l e t t e r  

J a n u a r y  2 0 0 5 ) .  T h e  a u t h o r s  c l a i m  i t  w a s  l e a k e d  t o  t h e  m e d i a  i n  1 9 7 9  ( p . 1 1 6 ) .  A c t u a l l y  

i t s  m a j o r i t y  c o n c l u s i o n s  w e r e  l e a k e d  i n  1 9 4 7 ;  i n  1 9 7 9  t h e r e  w a s  e v e n  a n  o f f i c i a l  p r e s s  

r e l e a s e  f r o m  t h e  C h u r c h  I n f o r m a t i o n  O f f i c e  t o  m a r k  f o r m a l  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  f u l l  

t e x t ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  m i n o r i t y  r e p o r t ,  i n  “ T h e  C h r i s t i a n  P a r a p s y c h o l o g i s t . ”  M a r c h  

1 9 7 9 .
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A  s t r a n g e  p a r a g r a p h  a p p e a r s  o n  p . 2 5

“An unpublicised, little known fact, is that following the repeal o f the Witchcraft Act 
and the subsequent introduction o f Fraudulent Mediums Act in 1951, Spiritualism 
gained recognition from the Government in 1954. As such Spiritualism became one of 
the only two officially recognised religions in the UK. Incidentally, the other 
recognised religion is the Church o f England "

W h a t  i s  m e a n t  h e r e  i s  n o t  e x p l a i n e d .  T h e r e  a r e  a t  l e a s t  t w o  l e g a l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  

r e l i g i o n s  i n  t h e  U K -  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  S c o t l a n d  i s  o n e .  S e v e r a l  o t h e r  c h u r c h e s  f e a t u r e  i n  

l e g i s l a t i o n  ( e .g .  t h e  v a r i o u s  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  A c t s . ) .  C h r i s t i a n  a n d  J e w i s h  

c o m m u n i t i e s  a r e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C h u r c h e s  M a i n  C o m m i t t e e  w h i c h  n e g o t i a t e s  w i t h  

t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o n  c h u r c h  r e l a t e d  m a t t e r s  l i k e  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  V a l u e  A d d e d  T a x .  

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  b a s e d  i n  L o n d o n  w h i c h  

s e e k s  t o  i n f l u e n c e  r e l i g i o n  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  p o l i c y  h a s  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  

d a t a b a s e  o f  r e l i g i o u s  b o d i e s ,  w h i c h  m a y  w e l l  i n c l u d e  S p i r i t u a l i s t  o n e s .  “ L e g a l  

r e c o g n i t i o n  1 9 5 4 ”  i s  a g a i n  a  h e a d i n g  o n  p . 8 9 ,  b u t  t h e  m y s t e r y  r e m a i n s .

F i n a l l y  t w o  f u r t h e r  s i g n s  o f  m o d e r n i t y  i n  t h e  b o o k ,  a p a r t  f r o m  t h e  u s e  o f  w e b  s i t e s .  

A r t h u r  F i n d l a y  i s  s c a r c e l y  m e n t i o n e d  -  t h e  a u t h o r s  d o  n o t ,  l i k e  s o m e ,  r e c y c l e  w h a t  

F i n d l a y  w r o t e  i n  t h e  1 9 3 0 s .  T h e y  s t a t e  c o r r e c t l y  t h a t  M a u r i c e  B a r b a n e l l  f o u n d e d  

P s y c h i c  N e w s  ( s e e  P s y p i o n e e r  J a n u a r y  2 0 0 5 )  a n d  a r e  n o t  a m o n g  t h o s e  w h o  f o l l o w  t h e  

S N U  i n  c l a i m i n g  t h a t  A r t h u r  F i n d l a y  f o u n d e d  i t .  ( N o  s u c h  c l a i m  w a s  m a d e  b y  F i n d l a y  

h i m s e l f  o f  c o u r s e . )  .

T h e  a u t h o r s  a l s o  d r a w  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  H u m a n  R i g h t s  A c t  1 9 9 8 ,  w h i c h  e x t e n d e d  t h e  

f r e e d o m  g i v e n  t o  S p i r i t u a l i s m  ( f o r  e x a m p l e  i n  b r o a d c a s t i n g . ) .  L P .  .
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IN MEMORIAM

MARGARET FOX-KANE.

THE LAST OF THE CELEBRATED “FOX GIRLS.”

Reception address by J. Burns, at the Spiritual Institution, 15, Southampton Row,
London, April 24, 1893.

I n  t h e  A n n i v e r s a r y  A d d r e s s  w h i c h  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  M E D I U M ,  A p r i l  7 ,  a l l u s i o n  w a s  

m a d e  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  M r s .  M a r g a r e t  F o x  K a n e  h a d  d i e d ,  -  a  w o r d  i n d i c a t i n g ,  i n  t h e  

s h o r t e s t  a n d  m o s t  e x p r e s s i v e  w a y ,  t h a t  h e r  s p i r i t u a l  p a r t  h a d  l e f t  t h e  b o d y .  I  h a v e  e v e r  

s i n c e  b e e n  d e s i r o u s  o f  g i v i n g  a  M e m o r i a l  A d d r e s s  o n  t h i s  e m i n e n t  m e d i u m ,  a n d  

b e a u t i f u l  b u t  u n f o r t u n a t e  w o m a n .  T i m e  p a s s e s  o n ,  a n d  I  e m b r a c e  t h e  p r e s e n t  

o p p o r t u n i t y .

B e f o r e  u s  s t a n d s  a  c r a y o n  p o r t r a i t  o f  h e r ,  t a k e n  w h e n  s h e  w a s  i n  h e r  p r i m e .  I t  i s  t h e  

w o r k  o f  t h e  l a t e  M r .  H e d l e y ,  a n  o l d  a r t i s t  a n d  e n t h u s i a s t i c  S p i r i t u a l i s t  o f  H a l i f a x ,  

w h o s e  a c q u a i n t a n c e  I  m a d e  n e a r l y  t h i r t y  y e a r s  a g o .

M a r g a r e t  F o x  w a s  s o m e w h a t  c l a n d e s t i n e l y  m a r r i e d  t o  D r .  K a n e ,  t h e  f a m o u s  A r c t i c  

e x p l o r e r .  A f t e r  h i s  d e a t h  h i s  f a m i l y  r e p u d i a t e d  t h e  m a r r i a g e ,  a n d  i n  s e l f - d e f e n c e  M r s .  

F o x - K a n e  p u b l i s h e d  a  v o l u m e  o f  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  b e t w e e n  h e r  a n d  D r .  K a n e :  t h e  t i t l e  

o f  t h e  v o l u m e  w a s  " T h e  L o v e  L i f e  o f  D r .  K a n e . "  I n  t h a t  v o l u m e  a p p e a r e d  a  f i n e l y  e n ­

g r a v e d  p o r t r a i t  o f  M a r g a r e t  F o x ,  t h e n  i n  a l l  h e r  b e a u t y .  I t  w a s  f r o m  t h i s  s o u r c e  t h a t  m y  

o l d  f r i e n d  M r .  H e d l e y  d e r i v e d  c o p y  f r o m  w h i c h  t h e  d r a w i n g  b e f o r e  u s  w a s  e x e c u t e d .  

A l l  c a n  s e e  t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  p o r t r a i t  o f  a  v e r y  g r a c e f u l  y o u n g  w o m a n .

D r .  K a n e ,  i t  w o u l d  a p p e a r ,  h a d  a  v e r y  s i n c e r e  a n d  h o n o u r a b l e  a t t a c h m e n t  t o  t h e  

p r e t t y  y o u n g  w o m a n .  H e  f e l t  a  g e n u i n e  c o n c e r n  f o r  h e r  w e l f a r e .  H e  b e g g e d  o f  h e r  t o  

g i v e  u p  t h o s e  s i t t i n g s ,  w h i c h  s o  s e r i o u s l y  i m p e r i l l e d  h e r  m o r a l  w e l f a r e ,  g o  t o  s c h o o l  

a n d  r e c e i v e  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  b e  p r e p a r e d  t o  t a k e  h e r  p l a c e  b y  h i s  s i d e  a s  h i s  w e l l -  

b e l o v e d  w i f e .  H i s  u n t i m e l y  e n d  f r u s t r a t e d  h e r  e f f o r t s  i n  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n .  W e  k n o w  w h a t  

h e r  e n d  w a s !

N o  d o u b t  D r .  K a n e ' s  e x c e l l e n t  a d v i c e  a n d  m o t i v e s  w e r e  s t o u t l y  o p p o s e d  b y  t h e  s o -  

c a l l e d  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  o f  t h o s e  d a y s .  T h e  p r e t t y  M a g g i e ,  w i t h  h e r  w o n d e r f u l  

m a n i f e s t a t i o n s ,  w a s  t o o  p l e a s i n g  a  t o y  f o r  t h e m  t o  r e l i n q u i s h .  T h e y  w r u n g  t h e  l i f e -  

f o r c e ,  t h e  p s y c h o p l a s m ,  f r o m  h e r  b y  s i t t i n g s ,  s o m e  d o z i n g  h e r  a n d  h e r  s i s t e r  w i t h  

a l c o h o l i c s ,  t i l l  a l l  m o r a l  s e n s e  a n d  s e l f - c o n t r o l  w e r e  e r a d i c a t e d .  W h a t  a  d a m n a b l e  

c r i m e !  H e r  b l o o d  c r i e s  f r o m  t h e  g r o u n d  f o r  v e n g e a n c e .  W h a t  p e r m a n e n t  s o l i d i t y ,  

d i g n i t y ,  o r  g o o d  c a n  o u r  m o v e m e n t  e f f e c t  w h i l e  i t  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  p a r t i c i p a t e s  i n  s i n s  

s o  d a r k  a n d  m u r d e r o u s  a s  o u r  " F o x  g i r l s "  f e l l  v i c t i m s  t o ;  a n d  t h e i r  s a d  c a r e e r  i s  a l m o s t  

u n i v e r s a l l y  r e p e a t e d  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h o s e  w h o  f o l l o w  t h e  s a m e  c o u r s e  t o  t h e  b i t t e r  e n d .
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D r .  K a n e  p r o v e d  h i m s e l f  a  m o r e  e n l i g h t e n e d  a n d  g e n e r o u s  S p i r i t u a l i s t  t h a n  t h e  s o -  

c a l l e d  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  w h o ,  n o  d o u b t ,  t h o u g h t  t h e m s e l v e s  j u s t i f i e d  i n  d e n o u n c i n g  h i s  

t e n d e r ,  w i s e ,  a n d  l o v i n g  c a r e  f o r  t h e  y o u n g  w o m a n  o f  h i s  c h o i c e .

T h e s e  h i s t o r i c a l  w o m e n  h a v e  a l w a y s  o c c u p i e d  a  w a r m  p l a c e  i n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  

S p i r i t u a l i s t .  T h e y  w e r e  w e l c o m e d  t o  L o n d o n  w i t h  a r d e n t  e x p e c t a t i o n s .  I  r e m e m b e r  

g o i n g  w i t h  t h e  g o o d  J a m e s  W a s o n ,  o f  L i v e r p o o l ,  t o  h a v e  m y  f i r s t  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  M i s s  

K a t e  F o x ,  a t  P a d d i n g t o n .  I t  w a s  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  s i g h t  t o  s e e  t h e  s i s t e r s  t o g e t h e r  o n  t h e  

p l a t f o r m  a t  L a n g h a m  H a l l ,  a t  a  s p r i n g  m e e t i n g  c o n v e n e d  b y  M r .  E n m o r e  J o n e s .  T h e  

r a p s  w e r e  l o u d  a n d  a b u n d a n t .  T h e  m e d i u m i s t i c  p o w e r  s e e m e d  t o  a t t e n d  t h e m  v e r y  

g e n e r a l l y .

S t r a n g e  a n d  i m a g i n a t i v e  s t o r i e s  w e r e  g o t  u p  a t  a n  e a r l y  p e r i o d  t o  e x p l a i n  a w a y  

t h e i r  m e d i u m s h i p .  I t  w a s  s a i d  t h a t  t h e i r  k n e e - j o i n t s  a n d  t h e i r  t o e - j o i n t s  c r a c k e d ,  a n d  

t h u s  t h e  r a p p i n g  s o u n d s ,  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  s p i r i t s ,  w e r e  p r o d u c e d .  N o  o n e  c o u l d  h e a r  t h e s e  

" r a p p i n g s "  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  a t  o n c e  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  “j o i n t "  t h e o r y  w a s  a b s u r d .  Y e t  i t  

s t i l l  f i n d s  g r e a t  a c c e p t a n c e  a m o n g s t  " s c i e n t i f i c "  p e o p l e ,  s u c h  a s  y o u n g  d o c t o r s  a n d  

t h e i r  i g n o r a n t  a d h e r e n t s .  A  t h i n g  h a s  o n l y  t o  b e  m o n s t r o u s l y  u n t r u e ,  a n d  u n s u p p o r t e d  

b y  e v i d e n c e  o f  a n y  k i n d ,  t o  b e  v e r y  w a r m l y  b e l i e v e d  b y  a  c e r t a i n  c l a s s  o f  p e o p l e .  T h e  

t r u t h ,  m o s t  a b u n d a n t l y  t e s t i f i e d  t o ,  i s  t o  t h e m  q u i t e  u n b e l i e v a b l e .  A r e  t h e s e  p e o p l e  

s a n e ?  I s  t h e r e  n o t  s o m e t h i n g  e x c e e d i n g l y  w r o n g  i n  t h e i r  m e n t a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n ?

I  r e m e m b e r  o n c e  m e e t i n g  M r s .  K a n e  a t  M r s  N o k e s ' s ,  K e n s i n g t o n .  I  s a t  n e a r  t o  t h e  

p i a n o ,  w h i c h  s t o o d  i n  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  r o o m ,  M r s .  K a n e  a n d  M r s .  N o k e s  s a t  m u c h  

f a r t h e r  f r o m  i t .  L o u d  s o u n d s  w e r e  h e a r d  i n s i d e  o f  t h e  p i a n o ,  w h i c h  c o u l d  n o t  b e  

m i s t a k e n  f o r  t h e  c r a c k i n g  o f  j o i n t s ,  a n d  M r s .  K a n e  h a d  n o  m e a n s  o f  m a k i n g  t h e s e  

s o u n d s ;  s h e  s a t  q u i t e  m o t i o n l e s s .  T h e n  s h e  t o o k  a  p i e c e  o f  p a p e r ,  a n d  w i t h  h e r  l e f t  

h a n d  w r o t e  r a p i d l y  f r o m  r i g h t  t o  l e f t  o f  t h e  p a p e r ,  s o  t h a t  i t  h a d  t o  b e  r e v e r s e d  i n  a  

l o o k i n g - g l a s s  b e f o r e  i t  c o u l d  b e  r e a d .  T h e s e  m e s s a g e s  w e r e  r e c o g n i s e d  a s  I n d i c a t i v e  

o f  s p i r i t s  t h e y  p u r p o r t  t o  c o m e  f r o m .

M r s .  K a n e ,  i t  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  t o  a p p e a r ,  h a d  i n t e r c o u r s e  w i t h  t h e  R o m a n i s t s ,  w h o  

p r e v a i l e d  o n  h e r  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  h e r  m e d i u m s h i p  w a s  f a l s e ,  a n d  t h a t  S p i r i t u a l i s m  h a d  

b e e n  h e r  r u i n .  N o  d e n i a l  o r  r e p u d i a t i o n  o n  h e r  p a r t  c o u l d  u n d o  t h e  f a c t s  o f  h e r  

m e d i u m s h i p ,  a s  t h e  r e c o r d s  t h e r e o f  w e r e  t h e  w o r k  o f  i n d e p e n d e n t  o b s e r v e r s .  S h e  

m i g h t  j u s t  a s  w e l l  h a v e  t r i e d  t o  m a k e  p e o p l e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  s h e  w a s  a  n e g r o  o r  a n  I n d i a n ;  

p e o p l e  c o u l d  s e e  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  t h a t  s h e  w a s  n o t ;  t h e y  c o u l d  a l s o  s e e  t h a t  h e r  

m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  w e r e  n o t  p r o d u c e d  b y  h e r  w i l l ,  o r  t r i c k  o f  a n y  s o r t .

H e r  s a d  c o n d i t i o n  n e a r  t h e  e n d  w a s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  M E D I U M  o f  A p r i l  7  ( 1 ). W e  

s e e  i n  s u c h  a  c a r e e r  m a t t e r  w h i c h  m u s t  g i v e  u s  p a u s e ,  i f  w e  h a v e  t h e  h e a d  a n d  t h e  

h e a r t  o f  h u m a n i t y  a p p e r t a i n i n g  t o  u s .  H e r e  w e  h a v e  a  w o n d e r f u l  t w o - f o l d  s p i r i t u a l  

s p e c t a c l e :  w e  h a v e  a  w o m a n  g i v i n g  s p i r i t u a l  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  t o  o t h e r s ,  w h i l e  w i t h i n  

h e r s e l f  s h e  i s  s p i r i t u a l l y  l o s t  a n d  m i s d i r e c t e d .  A l l  m o r a l  s e n s e ,  a n d  c o n t r o l  o f  m i n d  

a n d  d e s i r e  w e r e  g o n e .

T h e  c a s e  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  t w o  p h a s e s  o f  S p i r i t u a l i s m :  t h e  o u t e r  a n d  t h e  i n n e r ;  m a n  

h a s  a n  o u t e r  b o d y  o f  f u n c t i o n ,  a n d  a n  i n n e r  m i n d  o f  t r u t h - t h o u g h t ,  a n d  m o r a l  s e n s e .  I n  

t h e s e  p h y s i c a l  m e d i u m s ,  t h e  o r g a n i c  f l u i d s ,  u s e d  f o r  e x t e r n a l  f u n c t i o n ,  a r e  e m p l o y e d  

b y  s p i r i t s  t o  p r o d u c e  p h e n o m e n a .  T h i s  i s  d o n e  t o  s u c h  a  g r e a t  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e  l a m p
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w h i c h  g i v e s  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t r u t h  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  d i r e c t i o n  i n  t h e  s o u l  i s  d r a i n e d  o f  i t s  o i l ,  

a n d  m e n t a l  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  a n d  m o r a l  d e g r a d a t i o n  i n e v i t a b l y  f o l l o w .  T h e s e  o u t s i d e  

m e d i u m i s t i c  i n f l u e n c e s  t e n d  t o  b r e a k  d o w n  o r  s c a t t e r  a  m a n  o r  w o m a n ,  b u t  t h e  i n t e r i o r  

s p i r i t u a l  i n f l u e n c e s  p u l l  a  m a n  t o g e t h e r ,  c e n t r e  h i m  i n  t h e  d i v i n e  i n t e r i o r ;  h e  f e e l s  

h i m s e l f ,  c a n  t a k e  h i s  p a r t  a s  a  m a n ,  a n d  t h e  s p i r i t  w o r l d  w o r k s  t h r o u g h  h i s  i n t e r i o r ,  

b u i l d i n g  h i m  u p ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  r o b b i n g  h i m  o f  h i s  e x t e r i o r  p o w e r s  a n d  b r e a k i n g  h i m  

d o w n .

T h i s  i s  a  p r o b l e m  I  h a v e  s t u d i e d  v e r y  s e r i o u s l y  f o r  t h i r t y  y e a r s .  F o r  a  s h o r t  t i m e  I  

t h o u g h t  t h a t  m a n k i n d  c o u l d  b e  e n l i g h t e n e d  b y  t h e  u n l i m i t e d  e x h i b i t i o n  o f  m e d i u m i s t i c  

m a n i f e s t a t i o n s .  I  s o o n  g o t  c o r r e c t e d  o n  t h a t  p o i n t .  I  f o u n d  t h a t  f e w  p e o p l e  w e r e  

d i s p o s e d  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  a s  s p i r i t u a l ,  h o w e v e r  m u c h  t h e y  s a w  o f  t h e m .  

T h e r e  w e r e  o t h e r s  w h o  r e c o g n i s e d  t h e m  a s  s p i r i t u a l ,  b u t  a t  o n c e  s o u g h t  h o w  t o  t u r n  

t h e m  t o  i m p r o p e r  a n d  s e l f i s h  u s e s .  O t h e r s  l o o k e d  o n  t h e m  a s  a n  i r r e s i s t i b l e  s h o w ,  o r  

h a d  a  w e a k n e s s  t o  h a v e  t h e i r  s p i r i t  f r i e n d s  a l w a y s  m a t e r i a l i s i n g  t o  t h e m .  I  f o u n d  f e w  

w h o  c o u l d  e n t e r  u p o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  f r o m  a  p u r e  a n d  d i s i n t e r e s t e d  l o v e  o f  t r u t h ,  a n d  a  

d e s i r e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h o s e  l a w s  b y  w h i c h  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  g r a v i t a t e s  i n t o  m a t e r i a l  f o r m .  

L a t e r  I  f o u n d  t h a t  m e d i u m s  s u f f e r  m o s t  s e r i o u s l y  f r o m  e x c e s s  o f  s i t t i n g ,  a n d  w i t h  

p e o p l e  w h o  m a k e  a n  i m p r o p e r  u s e  o f  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  a s  d e t a i l e d  a b o v e .

I  h a v e  t h e r e f o r e  f e l t  i t  t o  b e  m y  d u t y  t o  e n l i g h t e n  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  o n  t h e s e  p o i n t s ,  

a n d  f o r  d o i n g  s o  I  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  g r o s s l y  a t t a c k e d  b y  t h e  p a r t i e s  i n  w h o s e  i n t e r e s t s  I  

m o r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  l a b o u r e d  i n  t h i s  s p e c i a l  d i r e c t i o n .

S o m e  p e o p l e  s e e m  t o  h a v e  n o  i d e a  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  m o r a l  l a w  a t t e n d i n g  o n  t h e  u s e  o f  

m e d i u m s h i p ;  t h e y  h a v e  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  i t  i s  " s p i r i t u a l , "  t h e r e f o r e  i t  m u s t  b e  g o o d ,  a n d  

t h e y  c a n n o t  h a v e  t o o  m u c h  o f  i t .  B u t  i t  i s  t h e  p r o p e r  u s e  o f  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  c o n s t i t u t e s  i t s  

g o o d n e s s  o r  i t s  e v i l .  W e  h a v e  s e e n  t h a t  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  p h y s i c a l  o r  

s e n s u o u s  p l a n e  o f  l i f e ;  a n d  o v e r - i n d u l g e n c e  i n  t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  m e d i u m s h i p  i s  j u s t  a s  

i n i m i c a l  t o  h u m a n  w e l f a r e  a s  a n y  o t h e r  f o r m  o f  i n o r d i n a t e  s e n s u a l i t y .

T h e r e f o r e  I  h a v e  l o n g  c o n t e n d e d  t h a t  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  i n t e r i o r  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  

t h e  m i n d  s h o u l d  p r e c e d e  p h e n o m e n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s .  T h e s e  i n t e r i o r  a n d  e x t e r i o r  

p r o c e s s e s  w o u l d  h a r m o n i s e  b e t t e r  i f  a l l  m e d i u m s  w o r k e d  o n l y  o c c a s i o n a l l y  i n  p r i v a t e ,  

a n d  w i t h  n o  o t h e r  e n d  i n  v i e w  t h a n  t h e  e l i c i t a t i o n  o f  t r u t h .  B u t  w h e n  t h e  m e d i u m  

m a k e s  a  t r a d e  o f  i t ,  a n d  p u f f s  t h e  t h i n g  u p  a s  a  c o m m o d i t y  f o r  s a l e ,  t h e n  f a r e w e l l  t o  a l l  

t h a t  m i g h t  e l e v a t e  o r  i n s t r u c t  i n  t h e  s u b j e c t .  O n e  m a n 's  m o n e y  i s  r e c k o n e d  a s  g o o d  a s  

a n o t h e r 's ,  a n d  e a c h  S h y l o c k  s i t t e r  d e m a n d s  h i s  p o u n d  o f  m a t e r i a l i s e d  f l e s h  f o r  t h e  s u m  

h e  h a s  p a i d .  U n d e r  s u c h  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  a n d  w i t h  d r u n k e n n e s s ,  s e n s u a l i t y  a n d  m o r a l  

a b a s e m e n t  o f  a l l  k i n d s  a d d e d ,  i s  i t  a n y  w o n d e r  t h a t  t h i s  k i n d  o f  t h i n g  h a s  c o v e r e d  t h e  

c a u s e  w i t h  s c a n d a l s ,  l e f t  a  t r a c k  o f  f e s t e r i n g  c o r p s e s  a l o n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e s e  f o r t y -  

f i v e  y e a r s ,  a n d  h e l p e d  t o  p e o p l e  t h e  s p i r i t  w o r l d  w i t h  d a r k e n e d ,  u n r e d e e m e d ,  a n d  

u n h a p p y  s o u l s !  I s  t h i s  w h a t  t h o s e ,  w h o  t r a d e  o n  p u f f i n g  t h i s  s o r t  o f  t h i n g ,  c a l l  a  " n e w  

d i s p e n s a t i o n ? "  I f  s o ,  w h o  d i s p e n s e d  i t ?  W h e r e  d i d  i t  c o m e  f r o m ?

T h u s  t h e  g r a n d e s t  g i f t  o f  h e a v e n  m a y  b e  f r u s t r a t e d  i n  i t s  i n t e n t i o n  b y  m a n 's  

m i s c o n d u c t .  S p i r i t u a l i s m  i s  j u s t  w h a t  w e  m a k e  i t ;  m e d i u m s  a r e  j u s t  w h a t  w e  m a k e  o f  

t h e m .  T h e y  b e i n g  n e g a t i v e  a r e  e m p h a t i c a l l y  " c r e a t u r e s  o f  c i r c u m s t a n c e s . "  M a n y  o f  

o u r  f e l l o w - m e n  a r e  " m e d i u m s "  t h o u g h  t h e y  k n o w  i t  n o t .  O u r  d u t y  t o  t h e m  i s
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illustrated in the care we should bestow on mediums, to protect them from evil 
conditions, and use them aright.

And so, having used up all the celebrated Fox girls, let us turn over a new leaf, and 
build up a Spiritualism in which such destruction and shame shall find no place. How 
shall we do it?

First, let us sign that pledge I have spoken of: Not to use mediums in improper 
conditions or for improper purposes; not to trade in their powers, but sustain and 
protect them generously when necessary; not to have anything to do with individuals 
or societies who disregard this pledge.

These principles, spoken openly before the spirit-world and the Spiritualists alike, - 
how will they be received? How many will rush forward to sign that pledge? Who 
will rally round a spiritual standard thus emblazoned? Ah! few indeed. The fact is, the 
general state of society is so unspiritual that they do not see the enormity of their 
conduct; and many are so callous that even if they knew such a course to be evil, few 
would be able to deny themselves for the sake of principle, though souls should be 
degraded as the price of their indulgence! It is impossible that a clear-head and honest 
souled community can be thus reared on the husks of misapplied phenomena.

Possibly the statement will be made that I am "an enemy of mediums." Could any 
statement be more false? Look at my pledge, and see if I am not a true friend of 
mediums. They have scarcely any friends, even amongst Spiritualists, who seem to 
think that the poor medium has no rights which they are bound to respect, if they want 
a little fun with some Indian or negro spirit.

As I stand here face to face with the soul of Margaret Fox, my indignation, and 
regret, and regards, and prayers so strive to find expression in the poor apparel of 
words, that my feelings are unspeakable. What would any man with a human heart 
have wished to say, had she been his Maggie? Thus should all true men treat every 
woman.

I cast no reproach at her: she was the victim of an evil system of abusing mediums. 
She has suffered much: let us hope there is compensation for her and for us all. None 
of us have clean garments. Her life has not been in vain. Her mediumship has been of 
unspeakable advantage, but not anything like what it would have been had it been 
properly used and protected. We have seen that the reversion of abuse was arrived at 
when she boldly repudiated the truth, and blamed her mission for being the cause of 
her ruin. So it is in all forms of vicious excess. So it is even to-day in the terrible 
lengths to which other forms of mediumship are being carried in the fortune-telling 
direction. An awful revulsion is hanging over the movement, compared to which the 
disasters wrought by the Fox girls will be but a speck. This I have felt for a long time, 
and, in duty bound, have dared to speak of it, but the trafficking committee, the 
mercenary medium, the medium-hunting sensationalist are deaf and blind as they 
were while destroying our beautiful and gifted sister Margaret Fox.

When the day of retribution comes, who shall bear the stripes for the wrong so 
ruthlessly inflicted?
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L e t  u s  h a v e  a  t r u e  S p i r i t u a l i s m ,  a n d  h o n e s t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  w h o  w i l l  d a r e  t o  s p e a k  

t h e  t r u t h ,  b u t ,  i f  t h e y  k n o w  i t  n o t ,  k e e p  s i l e n t .  T h e  a b u s e s  t h a t  e x i s t  i n  S p i r i t u a l i s m  

m u s t  b e  l a i d  l a r g e l y  a t  t h e  d o o r  o f  s p e a k e r s  a n d  c o m m i t t e e s ,  w h o  t r a d e  u p o n  o n e  s i d e  

o f  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  a n d  d i s h o n e s t l y  w i t h h o l d  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  p i c t u r e  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  

p e r s o n a l  i n t e r e s t s .

[This was published in The Medium and Daybreak. Vol. XXIV No. 1204. April 
28th 1893. Page 257. A weekly Journal Devoted to the History, Phenomena, 
Philosophy, and Teachings of Spiritualism. Established: As a Monthly-June 
1868; as a Weekly-April 8, 1870. The cost in 1893 was one and half pence.]

(i) Below is the referenced article printed on the April 7th, also taken from the 
above journal page 212.

MARGARET FOX’S POVERTY

DESTITUTION OF A ONCE FAMOUS AND BEAUTIFUL WOMAN.

T h e  t e n e m e n t  h o u s e  o f  N o .  4 5 6 ,  W e s t  5 7 t h  S t r e e t ,  N e w  Y o r k ,  i s  d e s e r t e d  n o w ,  

e x c e p t  o n e  r o o m ,  f r o m  c e l l a r  t o  r o o f .  T h a t  r o o m  i s  o c c u p i e d  b y  a  w o m a n  n e a r l y  s i x t y  

y e a r s  o l d ,  a n  o b j e c t  o f  c h a r i t y ,  a  m e n t a l  a n d  p h y s i c a l  w r e c k ,  w h o s e  a p p e t i t e  i s  o n l y  f o r  

i n t o x i c a t i n g  l i q u o r s .  T h e  f a c e ,  t h o u g h  m a r k e d  b y  a g e  a n d  d i s s i p a t i o n ,  s h o w s  

u n m i s t a k a b l y  t h a t  t h e  w o m a n  w a s  o n c e  b e a u t i f u l .

T h i s  w r e c k  o f  w o m a n k i n d  h a s  b e e n  a  g u e s t  i n  p a l a c e s  a n d  c o u r t s .  T h e  p o w e r s  o f  

m i n d ,  n o w  a l m o s t  i m b e c i l e ,  w e r e  t h e  w o n d e r  a n d  s t u d y  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  m e n  i n  A m e r i c a ,  

E u r o p e  a n d  A u s t r a l i a .  H e r  n a m e  w a s  e u l o g i s e d ,  s u n g ,  a n d  r i d i c u l e d  i n  a  d o z e n  

l a n g u a g e s .  T h e  l i p s  t h a t  u t t e r  l i t t l e  e l s e  n o w  t h a n  p r o f a n i t y  o n c e  p r o m u l g a t e d  t h e  

d o c t r i n e s  o f  a  n e w  r e l i g i o n ,  w h i c h  s t i l l  n u m b e r s  t h e  t e n s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  e n t h u s i a s t i c  

b e l i e v e r s .

Y e s t e r d a y  a f t e r n o o n  t h e r e  w a s  a  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  F i r s t  S o c i e t y  o f  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  o f  

N e w  Y o r k .  O n e  m a n  a r o s e  a n d  s t a t e d  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  e x e r c i s e s  t h a t  t h i s  w o m a n  

w a s  a b o u t  t o  b e  t u r n e d  o u t  o f  h e r  l o d g i n g s .  T h e  l a n d l o r d  h a d  o r d e r e d  t h e  h o u s e  

v a c a t e d  p r e p a r a t o r y  t o  l e a s i n g  i t  e x c l u s i v e l y  t o  n e g r o e s .  T h a t  s o m e t h i n g  m u s t  b e  d o n e  

b e f o r e  T u e s d a y ,  o n  w h i c h  d a y  t h e  r o o m  w o u l d  b e  r e a d y  f o r  i t s  n e w  t e n a n t s .

" I  t h o u g h t  t h e  b e s t  t h i n g  w e  c o u l d  d o ,  " c o n t i n u e d  t h e  s p e a k e r ”  w a s  t o  h a v e  h e r  

c o m m i t t e d  t o  s o m e  h o s p i t a l --------- ."

" N e v e r , "  i n t e r r u p t e d  a  r i c h l y  d r e s s e d  y o u n g  w o m a n  i n  t h e  a u d i e n c e ,  " n o t  w h i l e  I  

h a v e  a  d o l l a r  l e f t  t h a t  I  c a n  c a l l  m y  o w n . "

A  s t o r m  o f  a p p l a u s e  g r e e t e d  t h e s e  r e m a r k s .

A  d o z e n  m e n  a n d  w o m e n ,  a l l  s p e a k i n g  e x c i t e d l y  a t  o n c e ,  r e - e c h o e d  t h e  s e n t i m e n t .
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S o m e b o d y  s u g g e s t e d  a  c o l l e c t i o n ,  n o t  t h e  f i r s t  f o r  t h a t  p u r p o s e ,  a n d  e v e r y b o d y  

t h e r e  c o n t r i b u t e d  w i l l i n g l y  a n d  g e n e r o u s l y .

M r s .  E m i l y  B .  R u g g l e s ,  o f  4 9 2 ,  S t a t e  S t r e e t ,  B r o o k l y n ,  s a i d :  " I  s h a l l  c a r r y  h e r  t o  

m y  o w n  h o m e .  T h e r e  s h e  w i l l  b e  c a r e d  f o r  a n d  w a n t  f o r  n o t h i n g .  S h e  m u s t  n o t  b e  

r e m o v e d  t o  a  h o s p i t a l . "

T h e  o b j e c t  o f  a l l  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h e  i n v a l i d  i n  t h e  5 7 t h  S t r e e t  t e n e m e n t  h o u s e ,  i s  

M r s .  M a r g a r e t  F o x  K a n e ,  w i d o w  o f  D r .  E l i s h a  K e n t  K a n e ,  t h e  A r c t i c  e x p l o r e r ,  l a s t  o f  

t h e  t h r e e  F o x  s i s t e r s ,  w h o  f o u n d e d  m o d e r n  " S p i r i t u a l i s m . "

C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  s p i r i t  w o r l d  w e r e  a l l e g e d  t o  b e  t r a n s m i t t e d  b y  r a p p i n g s ,  

a n d  s e a n c e s  g i v e n  i n  N e w  Y o r k  b e f o r e  t h e  w a r ,  w e r e  a t t e n d e d  b y  t h e  m o s t  p r o m i n e n t  

m e n  o f  l e a r n i n g  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  T h e  f a m e  o f  t h e  s i s t e r s  s p r e a d .  T h e y  f o u n d  d e v o t e d  

b e l i e v e r s  i n  a l l  t h e  l a r g e  c i t i e s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  a n d  l a t e r  i n  E u r o p e .  T h e i r  s e a n c e s  

w e r e  a t t e n d e d  b y  n o b i l i t y .  B o o k s ,  a l m o s t  w i t h o u t  n u m b e r ,  w e r e  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  t h e m .  

S o c i e t i e s  w e r e  o r g a n i s e d ,  d i s c i p l e s  a n d  i m i t a t o r s  c a m e  f o r w a r d  e v e r y w h e r e .  T h e  

e l d e s t  s i s t e r  d i e d  i n  N o v e m b e r ,  1 8 9 0 .  T h e  s e c o n d  d i e d  i n  J u n e ,  1 8 9 2 .  A l l  h a d  m a r r i e d .

E x p l o r e r  K a n e  a n d  M a r g a r e t  F o x ,  h e r  f r i e n d s  s a y ,  w e r e  m a r r i e d  i n  t h e  Q u a k e r  f a i t h  

a  f e w  m o n t h s  b e f o r e  h i s  d e a t h  i n  1 8 5 7 .  T h e  m a r r i a g e  a f t e r  K a n e ' s  d e a t h  w a s  d e n i e d  b y  

h i s  b r o t h e r s .  T h e y  f i n a l l y  o f f e r e d  h e r  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  h i s  e s t a t e  u p o n  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  

s h e  w o u l d  s t o p  g i v i n g  s e a n c e s .  S h e  c o n t i n u e d  h e r  e x h i b i t i o n s  a s  a  m e d i u m ,  a n d  t h e  

c o n d i t i o n a l  p a y m e n t s  w e r e  s t o p p e d .

I n  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 8 8 8 ,  M r s .  F o x - K a n e  p u b l i s h e d  a n  e x p o s u r e  o f  S p i r i t u a l i s m ,  

e x p l a i n i n g  t h a t  t h e  r a p p i n g s  w e r e  p r o d u c e d  b y  d i s l o c a t i n g  t h e  b i g  t o e  o n  o n e  f o o t .  S h e  

h a d  p r a c t i s e d  t h i s ,  a s  h a d  h e r  s i s t e r s ,  u n t i l  a n  a u d i b l e  n o i s e ,  l i k e  a  t a p p i n g  u p o n  a  s l a t e ,  

c o u l d  b e  p r o d u c e d  a t  w i l l .  T h e  a l l e g e d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  s p i r i t  w o r l d  s h e  

a c k n o w l e d g e d  w e r e  f r a u d u l e n t .  T h e  e x p o s u r e  c r e a t e d  a  g r e a t  s e n s a t i o n ,  a n d  

s u b s e q u e n t l y  s h e  r e t r a c t e d  i t .  S i n c e  t h e n  s h e  h a s  l i v e d  i n  c o m p a r a t i v e  o b s c u r i t y .  M r s .  

F o x - K a n e  w i l l  b e  r e m o v e d  t o - d a y  i f  s h e  i s  w e l l  e n o u g h  t o  b e  c a r r i e d  t o  t h e  h o m e  o f  

M r s .  R u g g l e s ,  i n  B r o o k l y n .

Washington Daily Star, March 7.

[Margaret (Maggie) Fox-Kane died peacefully under Emily Ruggles’ care at 
4.30am March 8th 1893. ED Psypioneer]
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WOMAN WHO WAS A MEDIUM 
FOR FIFTY-TWO YEARS

HAD TO BE PROTECTED FROM CROWDS

B y  A .  W .  A u s t e n

(Note by Psypioneer. The interview that follows was published in Psychic News on 23 
July 1932. The reporter, A.W. Austen was to be editor o f the newspaper after the war, 
and at the time o f the famous 1947 leak o f the majority conclusions o f the secret 
Anglican report. Mr and Mrs Wallis are excellent examples o f the pioneer workers, 
now almost totally forgotten, who were making history a century ago. )

( The Liverpool story that follows from the same PN page has no connection -  it 
is included as a typical example of PN’s assiduous use of press cuttings to make 
propaganda points, and to call up Father Knapp, who often appeared in the 
psychic papers of the era, but is now also forgotten. )

" M r s .  W a l l i s  o f  E v e r y w h e r e "  w a s  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  n a m e  b y  w h i c h  M r s .  M .  H .  

W a l l i s  w a s  f r e q u e n t l y  k n o w n  d u r i n g  h e r  f i f t y  y e a r s  o f  p r a c t i s i n g  m e d i u m s h i p .  S h e  

w a s  k n o w n  a l l  o v e r  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  a n d  i n  A m e r i c a .

S h e  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  o l d e s t  m e d i u m s ,  i f  n o t  t h e  o l d e s t ,  i n  E n g l a n d  -  s h e  i s  i n  h e r  

s e v e n t y - e i g h t h  y e a r  -  a n d ,  t h o u g h  s h e  h a s  c e a s e d  t o  p r a c t i s e  h e r  m e d i u m s h i p ,  s h e  s t i l l  

r e c e i v e s  m e s s a g e s  f r o m  h e r  s p i r i t  g u i d e s .  V e i n a  G o r e e ,  a  y o u n g  S p a n i s h - I n d i a n  g i r l  

w h o  f i r s t  c o n t r o l l e d ,  o f t e n  c o m e s  t o  h e r  n o w ,  a n n o u n c i n g  h e r  p r e s e n c e  b y  s u g g e s t i n g  

a  f e w  w o r d s  o f  h e r  o w n  l a n g u a g e  i n  M r s .  W a l l i s ' s  m i n d .

This medium has never been in deep trance and was always conscious of 
what was being said through her. She could hear the words, but could not 
prevent herself from saying them.

H e r  m e d i u m s h i p  s t a r t e d  w h e n  s h e  w a s  e i g h t e e n  y e a r s  o l d  a n d  -  u n l i k e  m a n y  

p s y c h i c s  -  s h e  h a d  h a d  n o  p r e v i o u s  i n t i m a t i o n  o f  h e r  p o w e r s .  S h e  w a s  n o t ,  k n o w i n g l y ,  

v i s i t e d  b y  s p i r i t s  w h e n  s h e  w a s  a  c h i l d  a n d  s h e  h a d  n o  e a r l y  v i s i o n s .

SPIRIT GIRL LEARNS ENGLISH
S h e  w a s  a  n a t i v e  o f  L o n d o n ,  b e i n g  b o r n  a t  S t o k e  N e w i n g t o n ,  a n d  w h e n  s h e  w a s  

s e v e n t e e n ,  s h e  a n d  h e r  m o t h e r  w e n t  t o  l i v e  w i t h  s o m e  S p i r i t u a l i s t s .  T h e y  s a t  a t  a n  

e x p e r i m e n t a l  c i r c l e  a n d  a t  t h e  s e c o n d  s i t t i n g  M r s .  W a l l i s ,  w h o  w a s  t h e n  j u s t  e i g h t e e n ,  

w a s  m a d e  a w a r e  o f  s o m e  i n v i s i b l e  f o r c e ,  b u t  s h e  d i d  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  i t .

A t  a  s u b s e q u e n t  s i t t i n g  a  m e d i u m  n a m e d  R o b e r t  C o g m a n  w a s  p r e s e n t  a n d  h i s  

c o n t r o l  b r o u g h t  t o  M r s .  W a l l i s  t h e  g i r l  V e i n a  G o r e e .  S h e  c o u l d  n o t  s p e a k  E n g l i s h ,  b u t
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s p o k e  i n  a  m i x t u r e  o f  F r e n c h ,  I t a l i a n ,  S p a n i s h  a n d  I n d i a n .  E v e n t u a l l y ,  s h e  l e a r n e d  

E n g l i s h  a n d  t h e n  s h e  s a i d  t h a t  s h e  w a s  a  d e s c e n d a n t  o f  S p a n i s h - I n d i a n s  a n d  w a s  b o r n  

n e a r  C u b a .  S h e  p a s s e d  o v e r  w h e n  s h e  w a s  q u i t e  y o u n g .

O n  o n e  o c c a s i o n  V e i n a  c o n v e r s e d  i n  h e r  o w n  t o n g u e  w i t h  a  s i t t e r  w h o  h a d  m e t  

s o m e  l a t e r  d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  t h e  s a m e  r a c e .  S h e  b e c a m e  v e r y  i n d i g n a n t  w h e n  t h e  s i t t e r  

s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  h e r  p e o p l e  w e r e  n o t  h i g h l y - d e v e l o p e d .

A NEW CONTROL

M r s .  W a l l i s ' s  g i f t s  w e r e  g r a d u a l l y  d e v e l o p e d  a n d  s h e  w a s  g i v e n  t h e  c h o i c e  b y  h e r  

g u i d e s  o f  b e i n g  t r a i n e d  b y  t h e m  f o r  p r i v a t e  w o r k  o r  f o r  p u b l i c  s p e a k i n g .  S h e  c h o s e  

s p e a k i n g  a n d  w a s  t r a i n e d  a c c o r d i n g l y .

S h e  s t a r t e d  t o  g i v e  f i v e - m i n u t e  a d d r e s s e s  u n d e r  c o n t r o l  a n d  i n  1 8 7 5  s h e  w e n t  t o  t h e  

S p i r i t u a l  I n s t i t u t i o n  i n  S o u t h a m p t o n  R o w ,  w h e r e  s h e  m e t  E .  W .  W a l l i s ,  w h o m  s h e  

l a t e r  m a r r i e d .

W h i l e  s h e  w a s  s p e a k i n g  a t  t h e  S p i r i t u a l  I n s t i t u t i o n  s h e  w a s  s u d d e n l y  c o n t r o l l e d  b y  

a n  e n t i t y  g i v i n g  h i s  n a m e  a s  M o r a m b o ,  w h o  w a s  v e r y  a n t a g o n i s t i c .  H e  w a n t e d  M r s .  

W a l l i s  t o  d i s c o n t i n u e  h e r  w o r k  t h e r e ,  a s  h e  t h o u g h t  i t  m i g h t  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t h e  p h y s i c a l  

p h e n o m e n a  w i t h  w h i c h  h e  w a s  a s s o c i a t e d .

H e  w a s  p e r s u a d e d  b y  J a m e s  B u r n s ,  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  " T h e  M e d i u m  a n d  D a y b r e a k , "  t h a t  

M r s .  W a l l i s ' s  w o r k  w o u l d  n o t  a f f e c t  h i s  a n d  h e  b e c a m e  m u c h  m o r e  r e a s o n a b l e ,  l a t e r  

t a k i n g  c o n t r o l  o f  M r s .  W a l l i s  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  a n s w e r i n g  q u e s t i o n s  o n  S p i r i t u a l i s m .  

H e  c o n t i n u e d  t h i s  w o r k  t h r o u g h o u t  h e r  p u b l i c  l i f e ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  t w e n t y - o n e  y e a r s  

w i t h  t h e  L o n d o n  S p i r i t u a l i s t  A l l i a n c e ;  h e  n e v e r  g a v e  a d d r e s s e s  o r  h e l p e d  h e r  w i t h  h e r  

c l a i r v o y a n c e .

M o r a m b o  w a s  a  n e g r o  s l a v e  w h o  h a d  b e e n  t r a n s p o r t e d  t o  S o u t h  A m e r i c a .  H e  

p a s s e d  o v e r  w h e n  s t i l l  i n  S o u t h  A m e r i c a .

M r .  a n d  M r s .  W a l l i s  w e r e  m a r r i e d  i n  1 8 7 6  a n d  t h e y  t h e n  t o o k  o v e r  t h e  w o r k  o f  

R o b e r t  C o g m a n ,  t h e  m e d i u m  t h r o u g h  w h o s e  p r e s e n c e  M r s .  W a l l i s  w a s  f i r s t  c o n t r o l l e d  

b y  V e i n a .  T h e y  t o o k  o v e r  h i s  h o u s e  a n d  c a r r i e d  o n  t h e  E a s t  E n d  S p i r i t u a l  I n s t i t u t i o n ,  

w h i c h  h e  h a d  s t a r t e d .

T h e y  b o t h  p r a c t i s e d  t h e i r  m e d i u m s h i p  a n d  t h e y  o f t e n  o c c u p i e d  t h e  s a m e  p l a t f o r m s  

t o g e t h e r .

They travelled all over the country, often taking their children with 
them, and more than once the babies were carried across the room and back by 
materialized spirits.

E .  W .  W a l l i s  w a s  a  f i n e  h e a l e r  a n d  t r a n c e  s p e a k e r  a n d  a l s o  h a d  g o o d  p o w e r s  o f  

p s y c h o m e t r y  a n d  o c c a s i o n a l  c l a i r v o y a n c e ,  h i s  c o n t r o l s  b e i n g  S t a n d a r d  B e a r e r ,  L e a d e r ,  

L i g h t h e a r t  a n d  T o m  J o y c e .

128



A NINE-MONTHS TOUR

M a n y  p e o p l e  w e r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  S p i r i t u a l i s m  i n  t h o s e  d a y s ,  b u t  a p a r t  f r o m  

S p i r i t u a l i s t s ,  t h e r e  w a s  l i t t l e  e n t h u s i a s m .  L a t e r ,  w h e n  M r s .  W a l l i s  a n d  h e r  h u s b a n d  

w e r e  w o r k i n g  i n  Y o r k s h i r e  a n d  L a n c a s h i r e ,  t h e r e  w a s  i n c r e a s e d  e n t h u s i a s m  o n  t h e  

o n e  h a n d  a n d  d e c i d e d  a n t a g o n i s m  o n  t h e  o t h e r .  S o m e t i m e s  t h e y  w e r e  c a l l e d  a f t e r  i n  

t h e  s t r e e t  a n d  o c c a s i o n a l l y  t h e y  h a d  t o  b e  p r o t e c t e d  o n  t h e i r  w a y  t o  a n d  f r o m  

m e e t i n g s ,  t h o u g h  t h e y  w e r e  n e v e r  a c t u a l l y  a t t a c k e d .

M r s .  W a l l i s  w a s  a t  o n e  - t i m e  t h e  m i n i s t e r i n g  m e d i u m  o f  a  N o t t i n g h a m  c h u r c h  a n d  

w h i l e  h e r  h u s b a n d  w a s  e n g a g e d  o n  a  n i n e - m o n t h s '  t o u r  i n  A m e r i c a  s h e  w a s  a s k e d  t o  

c o n d u c t  t h e  s e r v i c e s  a t  a  L i v e r p o o l  c h u r c h .  I t  w a s  w h i l e  t h e r e  t h a t  s h e  r e a l i z e d  h e r  

v o i c e  w a s  w e a k  a n d  s h e  p r a y e d  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  p o w e r .  T h e  r e s u l t  w a s  s u r p r i s i n g  a n d  

M r s .  W a l l i s  a t t r i b u t e d  i t  t o  M o r a m b o  a n d  o t h e r  s p i r i t - w o r k e r s  w h o  w e r e  a s s o c i a t e d  

w i t h  h e r .  A f t e r  h e r  i n s p i r a t i o n a l  a d d r e s s e s ,  M r s .  W a l l i s  u s e d  t o  g i v e  c l a i r v o y a n c e  w i t h  

t h e  h e l p  o f  V e i n a .

A f t e r  w o r k i n g  i n  W a l s a l l  a n d  G l a s g o w  a s  r e s i d e n t  s p e a k e r s ,  M r .  a n d  M r s .  W a l l i s  

w e n t  i n  1 8 8 6  t o  M a n c h e s t e r ,  w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e  l a r g e l y  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  t h e  p u b l i s h i n g  o f  

t h e  " T w o  W o r l d s . "  M r .  W a l l i s  w a s  a t  f i r s t  a s s o c i a t e - e d i t o r  a n d  h e  a s s u m e d  f u l l  

e d i t o r s h i p  i n  1 8 9 2 ,  a  p o s i t i o n  h e  h e l d  u n t i l  h e  c a m e  t o  L o n d o n  i n  1 8 9 9  t o  w o r k  w i t h  

a n o t h e r  S p i r i t u a l i s t  p a p e r ,  " L i g h t . "

T h e y  w e r e  p i o n e e r s  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  S p i r i t u a l i s t s '  U n i o n ,  

t h e n  k n o w n  a s  t h e  N a t i o n a l  S p i r i t u a l i s t s '  F e d e r a t i o n ,  a n d  M r .  W a l l i s  w a s  a t  o n e  t i m e  

t h e  p r e s i d e n t .  M r s .  W a l l i s  a n d  o t h e r s  f o u n d e d  t h e  O r d e r  o f  P r o g r e s s i v e  S p i r i t u a l i s t s '  

S i c k  B e n e f i t  a n d  P e n s i o n  F u n d  a n d  f o u r  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  i n  1 8 9 8 ,  t h i s  f u n d  w a s  h a n d e d  

o v e r  t o  t h e  S . N . U .  a n d  b e c a m e  t h e  F u n d  o f  B e n e v o l e n c e .

POEMS FROM SPIRIT-LAND

M r s .  W a l l i s  a n d  h e r  h u s b a n d  w e n t  o n  a  s p e a k i n g  t o u r  i n  A m e r i c a  i n  1 8 9 8 .  T h e  t o u r  

l a s t e d  a b o u t  f i v e  m o n t h s ,  a n d  a f t e r  t h e y  h a d  v i s i t e d  o n e  o f  t h e  S p i r i t u a l i s t  c a m p s  

t o g e t h e r  t h e y  s e t  o u t  o n  s e p a r a t e  j o u r n e y s ,  s p e a k i n g  a t  d i f f e r e n t  t o w n s  o n  t h e  s a m e  

r o u t e .

T h e y  c a r r i e d  o n  t h e i r  w o r k  i n  L o n d o n  t o g e t h e r  u n t i l  M r .  W a l l i s  p a s s e d  o v e r  i n  

1 9 1 4  a n d  M r s .  W a l l i s  t h e n  c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l  1 9 2 4 ,  w h e n  s h e  c o m p l e t e d  f i f t y  y e a r s  o f  

p u b l i c  w o r k  a n d  f i f t y - t w o  y e a r s  o f  m e d i u m s h i p .  S h e  n o w  l i v e s  v e r y  q u i e t l y  a t  

F i n c h l e y  w i t h  h e r  y o u n g e s t  s o n  a n d  h i s  f a m i l y .

Even after she retired from public work however, her friends in the spirit 
work would not let her rest entirely. For a period of about nine months she was 
continuously, given poems by inspiration These were published under the title, 
"As They Came Thro'."

M r s .  W a l l i s  c o l l a b o r a t e d  w i t h  h e r  h u s b a n d  i n  w r i t i n g  s e v e r a l  S p i r i t u a l i s t  b o o k s ,  t h e  

b e s t  k n o w n  b e i n g  " G u i d e  t o  M e d i u m s h i p "  a n d  " S p i r i t u a l i s m  ' i n  t h e  B i b l e . "
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NEWS FROM THE OTHER WORLD

T h e  c l a i r v o y a n c e  g i v e n  b y  M r s .  W a l l i s  w a s  u s u a l l y  s u g g e s t e d  t o  h e r  b y  V e i n a ,  b u t  

o c c a s i o n a l l y  s h e  h a d  v i s i o n s  a n d  o n  o n e  o c c a s i o n  f o r  a  f e w  f l e e t i n g  m o m e n t s  s h e  w a s  

c l a i r a u d i e n t ,  t h o u g h  t h e  g i f t  w a s  n o t  c o n t i n u e d .

W h e n  s e e i n g  c l a i r v o y a n t l y ,  s o m e t i m e s  s h e  s a w  f r o m  t h e  s i d e  o f  h e r  h e a d  a n d  i f  s h e  

t u r n e d  h e r  h e a d  r o u n d ,  t o  s e e  b e t t e r ,  t h e  v i s i o n  w o u l d  d i s a p p e a r .

S h e  f r e q u e n t l y  r e c e i v e d  m e s s a g e s  a n d  a d v i c e  b y  a n  i n n e r  v o i c e  s u g g e s t i n g  t h i n g s  

t o  h e r .  S h e  k n e w  t h e  e x a c t  h o u r  a t  w h i c h  h e r  m o t h e r - i n - l a w  p a s s e d  a n d  s h e  f r e q u e n t l y  

h a d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  w h e n  h e r  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  i l l .  E v i d e n c e s  o f  s p i r i t  r e t u r n  w e r e  g i v e n  

t h r o u g h  h e r  a l m o s t  d a i l y .

CHRISTIANITY, 1932

F a t h e r  K n a p p ,  t h e  c o n j u r e r  w h o  h a p p e n s  t o  b e  a  p r i e s t ,  f i n d s  a  m e n t i o n  n o w  i n  t h e  

" L i v e r p o o l  E v e n i n g  E x p r e s s . "  " I  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  C o u n t e s s  C a d o g a n ,  L a d y  H o w a r d  o f  

P e n r i t h ,  a n d  L a d y  L o v a t , "  s a y s  t h e i r  g o s s i p  w r i t e r ,  " h a v e  b e e n  r e l y i n g  o n  F a t h e r  

K n a p p  t o  g i v e  s o m e  o f  h i s  S p i r i t u a l i s t i c  s e a n c e s  w h e r e  g u e s t s  s e e  g h o s t s . "  T h e y  g i v e  

i t  t h e  h e a d i n g ,  " S o c i e t y  S p o o k  S h o w s , "  a n d  a l s o  s a y ,  " S o c i e t y  f o l k  g e t  t i r e d  o f  

h u m d r u m  r e c r e a t i o n s ,  a n d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  s u m m e r ,  l o o k  o u t  f o r  s o m e t h i n g  m o r e  

e n t e r t a i n i n g . "

I t  i s  h a r d  l i n e s  o n  F a t h e r  K n a p p  t h a t  h e  i s  t r e a t e d  l i k e  t h i s  i n  a  n e w s p a p e r  w h i c h  

c i r c u l a t e s  i n  a  C a t h o l i c  a r e a .

A  f e w  d a y s  l a t e r  t h e  n e w  L i v e r p o o l  C a t h e d r a l ,  t h e  A n g l i c a n  o n e ,  w a s  a t t a c k e d  b y  

a n  a n g r y  c r o w d  o f  s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d  C a t h o l i c s ,  w h o  t h r e w s  v o l l e y s  o f  s t o n e s ,  a n d  b r o k e  

f o u r  v a l u a b l e  s t a i n e d  g l a s s  w i n d o w s .
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MR J.J. MORSE LEAVES ENGLAND FOR AUSTRALIA.

CONVERSAZIONE OF THE LONDON 
SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE.

F A R E W E L L  T O  M R .  J .  J .  M O R S E  A N D  ' T I E N . '

A  C o n v e r s a z i o n e  o f  t h e  L o n d o n  S p i r i t u a l i s t  A l l i a n c e ,  b e i n g  t h e  l a s t  g a t h e r i n g  o f  

t h e  M e m b e r s  a n d  A s s o c i a t e s  f o r  t h e  s e s s i o n  o f  1 9 0 1 - 2 ,  w a s  h e l d  o n  T h u r s d a y  

e v e n i n g ,  2 9 t h  u l t . ,  i n  t h e  B a n q u e t i n g  R o o m ,  S t .  J a m e s 's  H a l l ,  t h e  m e e t i n g  b e i n g  m a d e  

t h e  o c c a s i o n  f o r  b i d d i n g  a  p u b l i c  f a r e w e l l  t o  M r .  J .  J .  M o r s e ,  a n d  ' T i e n  S i e n  T i e , '  t h e  

c o n t r o l  w i t h  w h o m  h i s  m e d i u m s h i p  h a s  s o  l o n g  b e e n  a s s o c i a t e d .  T h e r e  w a s  a  v e r y  

l a r g e  a n d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  a s s e m b l y .

M r .  E .  D A W S O N  R O G E R S  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  i n  o p e n i n g  t h e  m o r e  f o r m a l  p o r t i o n  o f  

t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s ,  s a i d  t h e  o c c a s i o n  w a s  o n e  o n  w h i c h  h e  c o u l d  n o t  d o  o t h e r w i s e  t h a n  

e x p r e s s  h i s  d e e p  r e g r e t  t h a t  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s a y  f a r e w e l l  f o r  a  s e a s o n  t o  t h e i r  

f r i e n d ,  M r .  M o r s e .  H e  t h o u g h t  t h e  b e s t  c o m p l i m e n t  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  p a i d  t o  B r i t i s h  

S p i r i t u a l i s m  l a y  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e i r  b r e t h r e n  o n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  w o r l d  w e r e  

a n x i o u s  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  a  m e d i u m  f r o m  t h e  o l d  c o u n t r y .  I f  B r i t i s h  

S p i r i t u a l i s m  p o s s e s s e d  n o n e  b u t  m e n  o f  m o d e r a t e  t a l e n t  a n d  m e d i o c r e  m e d i u m s h i p  i t  

w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  f a v o u r e d  b y  s u c h  a n  i n v i t a t i o n .

C o n t i n u i n g ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  s a i d :  I  h a v e  b e e n  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  M r .  M o r s e  f o r  a  g o o d  

m a n y  y e a r s  -  s o m e t i m e s  i t  o c c u r s  t o  m e  i t  i s  m o r e  y e a r s  t h a n  I  l i k e  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t .  I  

h a v e  k n o w n  h i m  t h i r t y - t h r e e  y e a r s  -  a  v e r y  l a r g e  p o r t i o n  o f  a  m a n 's  l i f e t i m e  -  a n d  I  

s h o u l d  l i k e  t o  a l l u d e  t o  w h a t  M r .  M o r s e  w a s  w h e n  I  f i r s t  k n o w  h i m ,  a n d  w h a t  h e  i s  

n o w .  I  w a s  o n e  o f  t w o  o r  t h r e e  p e r s o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  D r .  P e e b l e s ,  w h o  w e r e  i n v i t e d  t o  

m e e t  M r .  M o r s e  a n d  h i s  c o n t r o l  o n e  e v e n i n g  i n  o r d e r  t o  f o r m  a  j u d g m e n t  o n  t h e  

q u e s t i o n  w h e t h e r  t h e r e  w a s  a n y  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  -  t h a t  i s ,  b e t w e e n  M r .  

M o r s e  a n d  h i s  s u p p o s e d  c o n t r o l .  S o m e  p e o p l e ,  e v e n  n o w ,  a f f e c t  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  M r .  

M o r s e  a n d  ‘T i e n ’ a r e  v e r y  m u c h  t h e  s a m e  p e o p l e .  I f  t h e y  h a d  k n o w n  M r .  M o r s e  

t h i r t y - t h r e e  y e a r s  a g o  t h e y  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  t h o u g h t  s o .  M r .  M o r s e  a t  t h a t  t i m e  -  I  a s k  

h i s  p a r d o n  f o r  t h e  r e m a r k  -  w a s  a n  u n t u t o r e d  y o u n g  m a n ,  a l l  u n c u l t u r e d  y o u n g  m a n ,  

a l w a y s  g e n t l e  a n d  r e s p e c t a b l e ,  b u t  s t i l l  w i t h o u t  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  W h e n  I  

t a l k e d  w i t h  M r .  M o r s e  t h e n ,  t h a t  w a s  t h e  e s t i m a t e  I  f o r m e d  o f  h i m ;  a n d  o t h e r  p e o p l e  

w h o  m e t  h i m  f o r m e d  a  s i m i l a r  e s t i m a t e .  O n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  e v e n i n g  h e  w a s  u n d e r  

c o n t r o l ,  a n d  w e  p u t  q u e s t i o n s  o f  a n  a b s t r u s e  c h a r a c t e r ,  d e e p  m e t a p h y s i c a l  q u e s t i o n s ,  

a n d  t h e y  w e r e  a n s w e r e d  i n  a  w a y  a b s o l u t e l y  b e y o n d  M r .  M o r s e ' s  n o r m a l  c a p a c i t y .  

S i n c e  t h e n  w e  h a v e  w i t n e s s e d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  M r .  M o r s e  h a s  b e c o m e  v e r y  l i k e  'T i e n , '  o r  

'T i e n  ' v e r y  l i k e  M r .  M o r s e .  T h e  t r u t h  i s  t h a t  M r .  M o r s e ,  l i k e  a  w i s e  m a n ,  k n o w i n g  h i s  

n e e d  o f  t r a i n i n g ,  d e v o t e d  h i m s e l f  t o  s e l f - c u l t u r e ,  a n d  i f  o u r  m e d i u m s  g e n e r a l l y  w o u l d  

d o  t h a t  a n d  e n d e a v o u r  t o  r i s e  i n  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  s c a l e ,  t h e y  w o u l d  d o  

m u c h  m o r e  c r e d i t  t o  o u r  m o v e m e n t .  ( H e a r ,  h e a r . )  M r .  M o r s e  f o r t u n a t e l y  d i d  t h a t ,  a n d  

n o w  i t  i s  a  f a c t ,  a s  m a n y  w h o  m e e t  h i m  k n o w ,  t h a t  M r .  M o r s e  a n d  'T i e n '  a r e  v e r y  

m u c h  a l i k e .  A n d  n o w ,  a s  I  h a v e  s a i d ,  h e  i s  a b o u t  t o  l e a v e  u s ,  a n d  w i l l  b e  a w a y  p e r h a p s
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for two or three years, taking his wife and daughter with him. You may have all 
opportunity of knowing something of his movements while he is away from an 
excellent, well conducted paper published in Melbourne, which you, can obtain 
without difficulty. I remember with gratitude that Mr. Stead once spoke of 'LIGHT' as 
'the best, far and away the best,' of any of the psychical papers published in the 
English language. I suspect that when he said that he did not know much of 'the 
Harbinger of Light,' because it would be dishonest on my part not to admit that, while 
I naturally think Mr. Stead's appreciation was right upon the whole, the 'Harbinger of 
Light' runs 'LIGHT' very closely. It is an extremely well-conducted paper, and will 
give us from time to time a report of Mr. Morse's doings. In addition to that I may tell 
you that the proprietors of LIGHT' have made arrangements with Mr. Morse for a 
special monthly letter during his absence,, and you will thus have an opportunity of 
learning from time to time what he is doing. (Applause.)

And now as to Mr. Morse as a member of society, as a member of our society, as 
one of the Council of the London Spiritualist Alliance. I may say at once that, through 
he and I have been acquainted for over thirty years and have often been brought into 
close relationship, we have never had a quarrel or a dispute of any kind, or even a 
cross word. (Applause.) You know that there are people whose unhappy faculty it is 
to get very angry if you do not agree with them in every minute particular. If you do 
not see exactly as they do on every possible question, they indulge the unhappy 
delusion that it is meant as a reflection upon their character or their intellectual 
capacities-a reflection which they can never forgive. Mr. Morse, on the other hand, 
will not quarrel with anybody. He has brought peace, and harmony, and goodwill, and 
gentleness wherever he has gone. That is Mr. Morse as I know him, and as others 
know him. Now, we have recognised these admirable qualities in Mr. Morse, and 
regretting, as we do, his departure to the other side of the world, the Council of the 
Alliance have prepared a short address to him, beautifully inscribed on vellum, 
testifying to their appreciation of him and their wishes for his future welfare.

The President then called upon Mr. E. W. Wallis, the secretary of the Alliance, to 
read the address, which is as follows: -

London Spiritualist Alliance, Limited,
'110, St. Martin's-lane, Charing Cross, London, W.C.

'May 29th, 1902.

'To Mr. J. J. Morse.

'DEAR FRIEND,-The Council of the London Spiritualist Alliance, Limited, of 
which you are an honoured Member, desire to offer you their sincere congratulations 
on your engagement by the Victorian Association of Spiritualists of Melbourne, to 
lecture upon Spiritualism in Australia and New Zealand under the influence and 
inspiration of your wise and eloquent spirit friend ' Tien,' whose name and abilities are 
known in all parts of the world.

'The Council wish to express their cordial appreciation of the splendid services 
that you have rendered to the cause of Spiritualism, to which you have devoted your 
energies for upwards of thirty years. They know your work and worth, and realise that 
by your fidelity, ardour, and manly example - and by your untiring services to the 
children's cause through the Progressive Lyceum Union and your own paper, the

132



' L y c e u m  B a n n e r '  -  y o u  h a v e  l a i d  t h e  w h o l e  m o v e m e n t  u n d e r  a  d e e p  d e b t  o f  g r a t i t u d e ;  

w h i l e  i n  y o u r  p r i v a t e ,  l i f e ,  b y  y o u r  u r b a n i t y ,  t a c t ,  a n d  k i n d l i n e s s  y o u  h a v e  e n d e a r e d  

y o u r s e l f  t o  a l l  w h o  h a v e  h a d  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  y o u r  f r i e n d s h i p .

' T h e  C o u n c i l  c o n f i d e n t l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  d u r i n g  y o u r  a b s e n c e  y o u  w i l l  w e l l  a n d  

w o r t h i l y  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  o f  t h e  M o t h e r  L a n d ,  a n d  t h e y  t h e r e f o r e  h e a r t i l y  

a n d  u n r e s e r v e d l y  c o m m e n d  y o u  t o  t h e i r  b r e t h r e n  i n  A u s t r a l i a  a n d  N e w  Z e a l a n d ,  

t r u s t i n g  t h a t  y o u r  l a b o u r s  i n  t h e i r  m i d s t  w i l l  p r o v e  a s  h e l p f u l ,  a n d  a s  f r u i t f u l  i n  g o o d  

r e s u l t s ,  a s  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  i n  p a s t  y e a r s  i n  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  a n d  A m e r i c a .  T h e y  w i s h  y o u  

a n d  y o u r  f a m i l y  a  p l e a s a n t ,  p r o s p e r o u s ,  a n d  h a p p y  v o y a g e .  M a y  G o d  a n d  t h e  a n g e l s  

s p e e d  y o u ,  b l e s s  y o u r  l a b o u r s ,  a n d  s e n d  y o u  a n d  y o u r  l o v e d  o n e s  s a f e l y  h o m e  o n c e  

m o r e  !

S i g n e d  a n d  s e a l e d  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l  o f  t h e  

L o n d o n  S p i r i t u a l i s t  A l l i a n c e ,

E .  D A W S O N  R O G E R S ,  P r e s i d e n t .

E .  W .  W A L L I S ,  S e c r e t a r y . '

T h i s  r e p o r t  i s  t a k e n  f r o m  ‘L I G H T ’ V o l u m e .  X X I I .  J u n e  7 th 1 9 0 2 ,  p a g e  2 7 1 - 7 2 .

[James Johnson Morse’s, actual stay on his Australian trip covered the period 
between September 4th 1902 - June 15th 1903. Four months o f this time was devoted to 
New Zealand. As Edmund Dawson Rogers mentions in his address, monthly reports 
were to be printed in ‘LIGHT’ penned by Morse on his travels and experience. These 
will be reprinted each month starting in this issue. ED.]

F i r s t  l e t t e r .

FROM MR. J. J. MORSE

SPECIAL TO ‘LIGHT’

W i t h  l o w e r i n g  c l o u d s ,  r a i n  s q u a l l s ,  a n d  a  t o u c h ,  m o r e  o f  t h a n  o f  m i d s u m m e r ,  i n  

t h e  a i r ,  w e  b a d e  a d i e u  t o  a  h o s t  o f  f r i e n d s  u p o n  t h e  l a n d i n g - s t a g e  a t  L i v e r p o o l ,  s t e p p e d  

o n  b o a r d  t h e  t e n d e r ,  a n d  i n  d u e  c o u r s e  f o u n d  o u r  w a y  t o  t h e  d e c k s  o f  t h e  g o o d  s h i p  

'S u e v i c , '  w h i c h  w a s  d e s t i n e d  t o  b e  o u r  h o m e  f o r  n e a r l y  s e v e n  w e e k s .  T w o  d e l i g h t f u l  

d a y s  b e e n  s p e n t  w i t h  C o u n c i l l o r  V e n a b l e s  a t  h i s  h o m e  i n  W a l s a l l ,  a n d  t h e  l a s t  n i g h t  

a n d  d a y  a s h o r e  f o u n d  u s  t h e  g u e s t s  o f  o u r  e v e r  d e a r  f r i e n d s ,  M r .  a n d  M r s .  S . S . 

C h i s w e l l ,  o f  L i v e r p o o l ,  b o t h  o f  w h o m  a c c o m p a n i e d  u s  o n  t o  t h e  s t e a m e r .  A m o n g  

t h o s e  t o  s e e  u s  o f f  w e r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  L i v e r p o o l  s o c i e t i e s ,  t h e  n a t i o n a l  b o d i e s ,  

a n d  a  n u m b e r  o f  i m p o r t a n t  s o c i e t i e s  i n  t o w n s  n e a r  a b o u t .  P a r t i n g s  a r e  n o t  e x h i l a r a t i n g  

e x p e r i e n c e s ;  y e t  i n  t h i s  c a s e  w a r m  h a n d c l a s p s  a n d  f e r v e n t  g o o d  w i s h e s ,  e v e n  w h e n  

s p o k e n  w i t h  a  q u i v e r  o n  t h e  l i p s ,  m a d e  u s  f e e l  t h e  s i n c e r i t y  o f  t h e  a d i e u x  o u r  m a n y  

l o v e d  f r i e n d s  c a m e  t o  o f f e r  u s .
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A rousing cheer was given, and amid a waving of hands, off went the tender, and 
the faces of our friends gradually became indistinct, fading from us ere we reached 
the vessel lying in the stream. At last the inexorable order, 'All for the shore, this 
way!' sounded on our ears, and clasping the hands of our late host and hostess as they 
went down the side, we parted for a time with our friends at home, and in a few hours 
lost sight of the land we love.

Long sea trips have a strong family likeness, and the voyage of the 'Suevic' was, 
from a nautical point of view, the least eventful of any I have made. Our route was via 
the Cape; thence to Albany, West Australia; thence to Adelaide, South Australia, and 
from there to this city of Melbourne, the capital of the State of Victoria. An 
exceptionally fine trip the Bay of Biscay, a comparatively quiet and cool passage 
through the Tropics, and a pleasant run thence to Table Bay, consumed three weeks 
and a day. The customary concerts, to which Miss Morse frequently contributed, 
together with sports and dances, enabled the passengers to beguile the tedium of the 
voyage.

At the Cape we embarked nearly one hundred officers of the Australian 
(Volunteer) Field Forces, returning home from their service in South Africa. These 
were a fine body of men, two of whom had won the Victoria Cross, and one of those 
two, in addition, had gained one of the silken scarves, specially woven by our late 
Queen, as an additional honour for service in South Africa. Among us was a Church 
of England clergyman, the Rev. F. C. Lees, M.A. (Oxon.), F.R.G.S., who conducted 
service each Sunday morning; a cultured, liberal, and broad-minded man. The general 
service at night was conducted by Mr. H. H. Barraclough, of Bradford, en route to 
Tasmania; a Wesleyan, whose belief was evidently too small for him. We had several 
interesting conversations, and incidentally it came out that he knew me well by 
reputation and had read some of my books, and that his mother had heard me lecture a 
number of times in Bradford, in my early days of work!

Among the military contingent was another interesting man, the Rev. James Green, 
of the Methodist Church Australia, chaplain to the First Australian 'C' Contingent, 
who also preached on Sunday evenings. His last sermon was in every thing but words 
just the same kind of Spiritualism as 'Tien' discourses, and contained a virtual 
admission of the central propositions which Spiritualism advances. Several times a 
request was made for me to lecture, and finally I assented, giving a short talk upon 
‘Hypnotism,' with Major Umphleby in the chair. The lecture was well received, and 
led to considerable discussion upon kindred topics. Eventually the voyage, which 
lasted seven weeks less two days, came to an end, and on Thursday morning, 
September 4th, we moored at the jetty here, and a few minutes later had been 
welcomed to Australia by Mr. W. H. Terry and his private secretary, Miss Hinge, who 
had come down to meet us. We were more than glad that the trip as over, for we were 
weary of its continued monotony.

When the ship reached Adelaide a letter was brought me from Terry, in the course 
of which he stated that, as the New Zealand friends were most anxious to secure a 
visit from Mrs. Nellie Brigham prior to her return to the States, it had been arranged 
for her to leave Australia the day on which the 'Suevic' was due, and for me to 
commence my work on the Sunday after my arrival, September 7th, instead of the 
21st, as originally planned. The consequence was that we missed seeing our old and
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d e a r  f r i e n d ,  a n d  M i s s  C u s h m a n ,  f o r  t h e y  h a d  d e p a r t e d  w h e n  w e  a r r i v e d .  W e  w e r e  

f o r t u n a t e ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  k i n d n e s s  o f  M i s s  H i n g e ,  i n  f i n d i n g  p l e a s a n t  l o c a t i o n  i n  t h e  

p r e t t y  s u b u r b  o f  H a w k s b u r n ,  q u i t e  c l o s e  t o  T o o r a k ,  a n d  h e r e  w e  e x p e c t  t o  r e m a i n  

w h i l e  i n  A u s t r a l i a .

I n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  a b o v e  r e f e r r e d  t o ,  m y  f i r s t  a p p e a r a n c e  o n  t h e  

p l a t f o r m  h e r e  t o o k  p l a c e  o n  S u n d a y ,  t h e  7 t h  i n s t . ,  i n  t h e  l a r g e  a n d  h a n d s o m e  M a s o n i c  

h a l l ,  C o l l i n s - s t r e e t ,  r i g h t  u n d e r  t h e  s h a d o w  o f  t h e  S t a t e  P a r l i a m e n t  b u i l d i n g s .  M y  

c h a i r m a n  w a s  M r .  T e r r y ,  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S p i r i t u a l i s t s ,  

w h o ,  i n  a  k i n d l y  a n d  c o m p l i m e n t a r y  s p e e c h ,  i n t r o d u c e d  m e  t o  t h e  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  a n d  

o t h e r s  p r e s e n t .  M y  a u d i e n c e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  n e a r l y  s i x  h u n d r e d  p e r s o n s ,  e m i n e n t l y  

r e s p e c t a b l e  i n  a p p e a r a n c e ,  a n d  m o s t  i n t e l l i g e n t l y  a p p r e c i a t i v e .  S i n c e  t h e n  t h e  n u m b e r s  

a t t e n d i n g  h a v e  c o n s i d e r a b l y  i n c r e a s e d ,  a n d  w e  a n t i c i p a t e  q u i t e  f i l l i n g  t h e  h a l l ,  w h i c h  

h o l d s  e l e v e n  h u n d r e d  p e r s o n s .  T h e  'M e l b o u r n e  A g e '  g a v e  a  n i c e  r e p o r t  o f  ‘T i e n ' s ’ 

o p e n i n g  l e c t u r e ,  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  f o r  a  n u m b e r  o f  y e a r s  t h a t  t h e  c i t y  P r e s s  h a s  t a k e n  a n y  

n o t i c e  o f  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  m e e t i n g s  h e r e .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  n i g h t  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  t e n d e r e d  a  

p u b l i c  w e l c o m e  t o  m y s e l f  a n d  M r s .  a n d  M i s s  M o r s e ,  m a n y  n i c e  t h i n g s  b e i n g  s a i d  b y  

t h e  v a r i o u s  s p e a k e r s .  I  r e s p o n d e d  a s  w e l l  a s  I  w a s  a b l e  t o  s p e a k ,  w i t h  a  s e r i o u s  s o r e  

t h r o a t  a n d  a  h e a v y  c o l d  h a m p e r i n g  b r a i n  a n d  v o i c e .  B u t  a  f u l l  a c c o u n t  o f  a l l  t h e s e  

m a t t e r s  w i l l  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  H a r b i n g e r  o f  L i g h t '  f o r  O c t o b e r ,  s o  t h e r e  i s  n o  n e e d  t o  

e n l a r g e  u p o n  t h e m  h e r e .

I n  m y  n e x t  l e t t e r  I  w i l l  g i v e  s o m e  i d e a  o f  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  c a u s e  i n  t h i s  c i t y ,  b y  

w h i c h  t i m e  I  s h a l l  b e  i n  a  b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n  t o  s p e a k  o n  t h a t  m a t t e r  t h a n  a t  p r e s e n t .  O n  

S u n d a y  l a s t  I  v i s i t e d  t h e  M e l b o u r n e  C h i l d r e n ' s  P r o g r e s s i v e  L y c e u m  a n d  f o u n d  a  v e r y  

f i n e  a n d  v i g o r o u s  L y c e u m  a t  w o r k .  T h e  a p p e n d e d  a d d r e s s  w i l l  f i n d  m e  u n t i l  t h e  e n d  

o f  M a r c h  n e x t  y e a r ,  b u t ,  w i l l  m y  c o r r e s p o n d e n t s  k i n d l y  n o t e  t h a t  l e t t e r s  a r e  2  L2 d .  p e r  

L2 o z . ,  a n d  p r i n t e d  p a p e r s  L2 d .  f o r  e v e r y  2 o z . ?  I  h a v e  a l r e a d y  p a i d  s u n d r y  f i n e s  u p o n  

u n d e r s t a m p e d  l e t t e r s  a n d  p a p e r s .

3 6 ,  S u r r e y - t e r r a c e ,  S u r r e y - r o a d ,

H a w k s b u r n ,  M e l b o u r n e ,  A u s t r a l i a .

S e p t e m b e r  2 3 r d ,  1 9 0 2 .

‘L I G H T ’ V o l u m e .  X X I I .  N o v  1 st 1 9 0 2 ,  p a g e  5 1 9 .

S e c o n d  l e t t e r .

A LETTER FROM MR. J. J. MORSE.

T r a v e l l i n g  i s  t h e  b e s t  c o r r e c t i v e  f o r  i n s u l a r i t y  a n d  t h e  s u r e s t  m e t h o d  o f  t e a c h i n g  u s  

t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  m o r e  c o u n t r i e s  t h a n  o n e - e v e n  i f  t h a t  o n e  b e  o u r  o w n !  T o  g r a s p  t h e  s i g ­

n i f i c a n c e  o f  f r e s h  e n v i r o n m e n t s  i t  i s  o f t e n  w i s e s t  t o  a b a n d o n  f a m i l i a r  p o i n t s  o f  v i e w  

a n d  t o  e n d e a v o u r  t o  b e c o m e  a n  o b s e r v e r  w h o  i s  a t  o n c e  a  p a r t i c i p a t o r  i n ,  a n d  s p e c t a t o r  

o f ,  t h e  n e w  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  w h i c h  o n e  f i n d s  o n e s e l f .  T h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  s u c h  a  c o u r s e  o f  

p r o c e e d i n g  b e c o m e s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  o b v i o u s  t o  m e  i f  a  c l e a r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  

c o n d i t i o n  o f  A u s t r a l i a  i s  t o  b e  r e a c h e d ,  f o r  m u c h  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  l i f e
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h e r e  i s  v i e w e d  f r o m  q u i t e  o t h e r  p o i n t s  t h a n  t h o s e  w e  a r e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  a t  h o m e .  B u t  

m y  t a s k  i s  n o t  a  d i s q u i s i t i o n  u p o n  p o l i t i c a l  e c o n o m y ,  n o r  a r e  t h e  p a g e s  o f  'L I G H T '  

s u i t e d  t o  s u c h  w o r k ,  e v e n  i f  i t  w e r e  m y  i n t e n t i o n  t o  e n g a g e  i n  i t .  L a t e r ,  a n d  i n  a n o t h e r  

f o r m ,  i t  i s  m y  i n t e n t i o n  t o  n a r r a t e  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  m y  i n q u i r i e s  a n d  o b s e r v a t i o n s  

r e g a r d i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  p o s i t i o n  a n d  f u t u r e  p r o s p e c t s  o f  A u s t r a l i a  a n d  N e w  Z e a l a n d ,  a n d  

t h e  i n d u c e m e n t s  t o  s e t t l e  o u t  h e r e ,  w i t h  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  t o  b e  s e c u r e d  b y  d o i n g  s o .  F o r  

t h e  p r e s e n t  m y  d e s i r e  i s  t o  f u l f i l  m y  p r o m i s e  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  l e t t e r  a n d  s a y  s o m e t h i n g  

c o n c e r n i n g  o u r  c a u s e  o n  t h i s  v a s t  c o n t i n e n t .

T h e  f a c t s  m u s t  b e  s t a t e d  u n d e r  t h r e e  h e a d s  -  A u s t r a l i a  a t  l a r g e ,  t h e  S t a t e  o f  V i c t o r i a  

g e n e r a l l y ,  a n d  t h i s  c i t y  ( M e l b o u r n e )  p a r t i c u l a r l y .  T h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n t i n e n t  i s  

s o m e  s i x  m i l l i o n s ;  t h e  l e a d i n g  c i t i e s  a r e  F r e e m a n t l e ,  P e r t h ,  a n d  A l b a n y  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  

W e s t  A u s t r a l i a ;  A d e l a i d e ,  i n  S o u t h  A u s t r a l i a ;  M e l b o u r n e ,  i n  V i c t o r i a  ; S y d n e y ,  i n  

N e w  S o u t h  W a l e s ,  a n d  B r i s b a n e ,  i n  Q u e e n s l a n d .  B u t  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  w r i t i n g ,  s o  f a r  a s  I  

a m  a b l e  t o  a s c e r t a i n ,  t h e  o n l y  a c t i v e  s o c i e t y  i n  o p e r a t i o n  i n  V i c t o r i a  i s  i n  M e l b o u r n e !  

T h e r e  a r e  t w o  s m a l l  b o d i e s  i n  P e r t h ,  b u t  o n l y  o n e  o f  t h e s e  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  a l i v e - t h e  

W e s t  A u s t r a l i a n  S p i r i t u a l i s t s '  S o c i e t y ,  w h o s e  p r e s i d e n t ,  M r .  R .  M .  M .  H a m i l t o n ,  s e n t  

m e  a  l e t t e r  o f  w e l c o m e  w h e n  t h e  s t e a m e r  r e a c h e d  A l b a n y .  M r .  H a m i l t o n  s a i d :  'W e  a r e  

o n l y  a  s m a l l  a n d  s t r u g g l i n g  s o c i e t y  h e r e ,  b u t  w e  c o u l d  g e t  a n  a u d i e n c e  f o r  y o u  i f  y o u  

c o u l d  m a n a g e  t o  c o m e  b a c k  v i a  F r e e m a n t l e .  W e  a r e  a  f e e b l e  f o l k ,  a n d  n e e d  a  g o o d  

s p e a k e r  t o  s t i r  u p  t h e  d r y  b o n e s  h e r e . '  A s  m y  r o u t e  h o m e  i s  v i a  S a n  F r a n c i s c o  a n d  

N e w  Y o r k ,  i t  w i l l  n o t  b e  p o s s i b l e ,  I  f e a r ,  f o r  m e  t o  v i s i t  t h e  f r i e n d s ,  a s  F r e e m a n t l e  i s  

s o m e  t w o  t h o u s a n d  m i l e s  f r o m  M e l b o u r n e ,  a n d  i n  t h e  o p p o s i t e  d i r e c t i o n  t o  m y  

i n t e n d e d  r o u t e  h o m e .  T h e  w o r k  i n  A d e l a i d e ,  w h i c h  p l a c e  i s  c a l l e d  ' t h e  H o l y  C i t y , '  h a s  

a g a i n  c o l l a p s e d ,  t h e  s o c i e t y  i s  d i s b a n d e d ,  a n d  t h e  m e m b e r s  a r e  s c a t t e r e d .  I n  S y d n e y ,  

N . S . W . ,  I  a m  t o l d ,  t h e r e  i s  o n e  s o c i e t y ,  w i t h  a  M r .  B r a d l e y  a s  t h e  r e g u l a r  s p e a k e r ;  a  

L y c e u m  i n  g o o d  o r d e r ,  a n d  s e v e r a l  s m a l l  m e e t i n g s  h e l d  b y  m e d i u m s  o n  t h e i r  o w n  

a c c o u n t ;  a l s o  a n  o r g a n i s a t i o n  c a l l e d  ' T h e  C h u r c h  o f  t h e  S e e r s , '  p r e s i d e d  o v e r  b y  

M a d a m e  P a t t e y .  I  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  w a s  l a t e l y  a n o t h e r  s o c i e t y ,  b u t  a m  t o l d  i t  r e c e n t l y  

d i s b a n d e d .  I n  B r i s b a n e  t h e r e  i s  n o  o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  a  g o o d l y  n u m b e r  o f  

S p i r i t u a l i s t s ,  I  a m  t o l d .  I  s i m p l y  s t a t e  t h e  f a c t s  a s  t h e y  s t a n d ;  w h i l e  I  h a v e  m y  o p i n i o n s  

a s  t o  t h e  c a u s e s  o f  t h e s e  f a c t s ,  I  p r e f e r  a t  p r e s e n t  t o  i n q u i r e  f u r t h e r  b e f o r e  e x p r e s s i n g  

t h e m .

A s  r e g a r d s  t h i s  S t a t e ,  V i c t o r i a ,  t h e  p o s i t i o n  i s  n o t  i n s p i r i n g .  W h a t  e f f o r t s  w e r e  

m a d e  i n  ' f o r m e r  d a y s  a p p e a r  t o  b e  d e a d ,  a n d  b e y o n d  r e s u r r e c t i o n .  S o c i e t i e s  f o r m e r l y  

e x i s t e d  a t  C a s t l e m a i n e ,  B a l l a r a t ,  B e n d i g o ,  a n d  G e e l o n g ,  a l l  o f  w h i c h  a r e  w i t h i n  o n e  

h u n d r e d  m i l e s  o f  M e l b o u r n e .  N o w  s o  u t t e r l y  i n d i f f e r e n t  s e e m  t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  i t  w a s  

a l m o s t  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  a r o u s e  e n o u g h  i n t e r e s t  t o  a r r a n g e  a  m e e t i n g  f o r  m e  i n  G e e l o n g .  

R o u g h l y  s p e a k i n g ,  t h e  d i m e n s i o n s  o f  t h i s  S t a t e  a r e ,  e a s t  t o  w e s t  f o u r  h u n d r e d  a n d  f i f t y  

m i l e s ,  n o r t h  t o  s o u t h  t w o  h u n d r e d  a n d  f i f t y  m i l e s ,  w i t h  a  s u p e r f i c i a l  a r e a  o f  n e a r l y  

6 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s ,  w h i l e  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  f o u r t h  o f  t h e  w h o l e  c o n t i n e n t ,  

w i t h  t h e  i s l a n d s  o f  T a s m a n i a  a n d  N e w  Z e a l a n d  i n c l u d e d ;  y e t  w h i l e  t h i s  a r e a  

a p p r o x i m a t e s  t o  w h a t  w o u l d  b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  a  d i s t r i c t  b o u n d e d  b y  H u l l  a n d  L i v e r p o o l ,  

a n d  D o v e r  a n d  G l a s g o w ,  y e t ,  s o  f a r  a s  I  c a n  a s c e r t a i n ,  M e l b o u r n e  i s  t h e  o n l y  c i t y  i n  

w h i c h  a n  o r g a n i s e d  s o c i e t y  i s  t o  b e  f o u n d !  I  a m  t o l d  t h e r e  a r e  n u m b e r s  o f  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  

i n  t h e  c i t y  a n d  S t a t e ;  -  i t  m a y  b e  s o ,  b u t  t h e i r  p u b l i c  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  w o r k  i s  n o t  

s t r i k i n g l y  c o n s p i c u o u s .
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T a k e  t h e  c a s e  o f  m y  p e o p l e ,  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S p i r i t u a l i s t s .  N o t h i n g  i s  

l a c k i n g  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  m o s t  s u c c e s s f u l  w o r k i n g  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  s p e c i a l  m e e t i n g s .  T h e  

t r u s t e e s  o f  t h e  T h o u s a n d  P o u n d s  F u n d  -  u n d e r  w h i c h  t h e  m e e t i n g s  a r e  h e l d  -  h a v e  

p r o v i d e d  a  b e a u t i f u l  h a l l  i n  o n e  o f  t h e  v e r y  b e s t  l o c a l i t i e s .  T h e r e  i s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  c h o i r ,  

c a p a b l y  d i r e c t e d  b y  a n  e f f i c i e n t  o r g a n i s t .  O l d  a n d  t r i e d  w o r k e r s  s u c h  a s  D r .  P e e b l e s ,  

M r s .  N e l l i e  J .  T .  B r i g h a m ,  a n d  m y s e l f ,  h a v e  b e e n  r e t a i n e d ,  a n d  y e t  t h e  a u d i e n c e s  

s e l d o m  e x c e e d  s i x  h u n d r e d ,  a n d  a v e r a g e ,  s a y ,  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  a n d  f i f t y  p e o p l e .  T h e  

a d m i s s i o n  i s  f r e e ,  w i t h  a  c o l l e c t i o n ,  s o  t h e r e  i s  n o  d i f f i c u l t y  o n  t h a t  s c o r e .  Y e t  a t  o n e  

t i m e  i t  w a s  e a s y  t o  f i l l  a  t h e a t r e  o n  S u n d a y  e v e n i n g .  T r u e ,  t h e r e  a r e  a  f e w  m e d i u m s  

w h o  h o l d  c i r c l e s  u p o n  S u n d a y  e v e n i n g s ,  b u t  t h e i r  n u m b e r  i s  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  c r e a t e  

a n y  s e r i o u s  c o u n t e r  a t t r a c t i o n .  T h e  L y c e u m  a l s o  c o n d u c t s  a n  e v e n i n g  m e e t i n g  o n  

S u n d a y s ,  w h i c h ,  d o u b t l e s s ,  d r a w s  s o m e  f r o m  t h e  M a s o n i c  H a l l  m e e t i n g s ,  b u t  i n  a  c i t y  

o f  5 0 0 , 0 0 0  t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  r o o m  e n o u g h  f o r  t w o  g a t h e r i n g s  o f  o u r  p e o p l e .

T h e  t o n e  o f  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S p i r i t u a l i s t s '  m e e t i n g s  i s  a l l  t h a t  c a n  b e  

d e s i r e d ;  i t  i s  d i g n i f i e d ,  r e f i n e d ,  a n d  a t t r a c t i v e ;  s t a n d s  f o r  a l l  t h a t  i s  b e s t  i n  t h e  w o r k ;  i s  

l o f t y  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  i n  a i m  a n d  t e n d e n c y .  M r .  W .  H .  T e r r y ,  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ,  s t r i v e s  

i n d e f a t i g a b l y  t o  s e c u r e  s u c c e s s ,  i s  m o s t  f a i t h f u l  a n d  d e v o t e d  t o  h i s  w o r k ,  a n d  i s  

d e s e r v i n g  o f  a l l  p r a i s e  f o r  h i s  l o n g  s e l f - s a c r i f i c i n g  l a b o u r s ,  f o r  h e  s p a r e s  n e i t h e r  t i m e ,  

t o i l ,  n o r  p u r s e  i n  a l l  h e  d o e s  f o r  t h e  c a u s e .  T h e  c o m m i t t e e  i s ,  a l s o ,  c o n s t a n t  i n  a i d i n g  

t h e  w o r k ,  y e t  t h e  r e s p o n s e  i s  n o t  o f  t h e  n a t u r e ,  o r  e x t e n t ,  w h i c h  t h e  e f f o r t s  p u t  f o r t h  

d e s e r v e .  I  a m  t o l d  t h a t ,  t h e r e  a r e  m a n y  c a u s e s  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  a b o v e  f a c t s ;  t h a t  

t i m e s  a r e  b a d ,  v e r y  b a d  i n d e e d ,  w h i c h  i s  d o u b t l e s s  t h e  c a s e ;  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  l a c k  o f  

u n i t y ,  a n d  s o m e  t h i n g s  i n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  ' f a m i l y  j a r s ' ;  t h a t  s o m e  f o r m e r  w e a l t h y  

s u p p o r t e r s  h a v e  ' p a s s e d  a w a y ' ;  t h a t  o t h e r s  s t i l l  r e m a i n i n g  i n  t h e  f l e s h  h a v e ,  f r o m  

v a r i o u s  c a u s e s ,  w i t h d r a w n  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  i n  p e r s o n  a n d  i n  p u r s e ;  a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  h a v e  

b e e n  s o m e  e v e n t s  w h i c h  h a v e  c a u s e d  d i s c o u r a g e m e n t .  B u t  t o  m y  m i n d  n o n e  o f  t h e s e  

g o  t o  t h e  r o o t  o f  t h e  m a t t e r ,  t h o u g h  t h e y  a r e  e a c h  u n d o u b t e d l y  c o n t r i b u t o r y  i n  d e g r e e ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  h a r d  t i m e s  n o w  p r e v a i l i n g ,  f o r  a  c o n d i t i o n  o f  s e v e r e  f i n a n c i a l  

d e p r e s s i o n  c e r t a i n l y  e x i s t s .

I n  t h e  p a s t  c e r t a i n  a d v e n t u r e r s  h a v e  e x p l o i t e d  t h e  c i t y ,  w h o ,  w i t h  t h e  p r e t e n s i o n s  o f  

p r o p o u n d i n g  s o m e t h i n g  'h i g h e r '  ( ? )  t h a n  m e r e  S p i r i t u a l i s m ,  l e d  m a n y  a s t r a y  w i t h  

a s s u m p t i o n s  w h i c h  t h e y  l a b e l l e d  a s  ' o c c u l t  t r u t h , '  m e t a p h y s i c s , '  p r e t e n d e d  

'T h e o s o p h y , '  a n d  i m i t a t i o n  'R o s i c r u c i a n i s m , '  w i t h  r u e f u l  r e s u l t s  t o  m a n y  a  l i f e  a n d  

p o c k e t .  O n l y  l a s t  w e e k  o n e  o f  t h e s e  h u m a n  v u l t u r e s  w a s  s e n t e n c e d  t o  s e v e n  y e a r s '  

h a r d  l a b o u r  f o r  f l e e c i n g  a  s i m p l e - m i n d e d  w o m a n  o u t  o f  £ 1 , 0 0 0 .  Q u i t e  u n j u s t l y ,  t h e s e  

m a t t e r s  a r e  p i l e d  u p o n  o u r  c a u s e ;  t h e  v i c t i m s  b e c o m e  d i s g u s t e d ,  r e t i r e  t o  p r i v a t e  l i f e ,  

a n d  t h e  p u b l i c  c r y ,  'T h a t ' s  w h a t  y o u r  S p i r i t u a l i s m  l e a d s  t o ! '  T h e  P r e s s  r e f u s e  u s  

n o t i c e ,  a n d  d i s c o r d  a n d  d i s g u s t  e n s u e  a s  a  n a t u r a l  c o n s e q u e n c e .  I

I  k n o w  o f  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t ,  a n d  o f  P a r l i a m e n t ,  m e n  o f  h i g h  

c o m m e r c i a l  p o s i t i o n  a l s o ,  w h o  a r e  S p i r i t u a l i s t s ,  b u t  t h e y  t e l l  m e  t h e y  d a r e  n o t  l e t  i t  

b e c o m e  k n o w n .  T h e  r e a s o n s  t h e y  a l l e g e  i n c l u d e  w h a t  I  h a v e  a l r e a d y  s t a t e d .  O n e  

c a n n o t  h e l p  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  i f  s u c h  p e o p l e  h a d  a  l i t t l e  m o r e  b a c k b o n e ,  a n d  w o u l d  

p u b l i c l y  i d e n t i f y  t h e m s e l v e s  n o w  a s  f o r m e r l y  w i t h  t h e  w o r k ,  t h e  P r e s s  a n d  t h e  p u b l i c  

w o u l d  s o o n  r e a l i s e  t h a t  S p i r i t u a l i s m  w a s  i n  n o  w i s e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  s w i n d l e s  

p e r p e t r a t e d  i n  i t s  n a m e ;  w h i l e ,  i f  a  c e r t a i n  c l a s s  o f  a l l e g e d  S p i r i t u a l i s t s  w e r e  l e s s  

w i l l i n g  t o  r u n  a f t e r  e v e r y  ' t e a c h e r '  w h o  c o m e s  w i t h o u t  a n y  c r e d e n t i a l s  f r o m  s o m e
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r e c o g n i s e d  b o d y  o f  o u r  p e o p l e ,  o u r  n u m b e r s  w o u l d  i n c r e a s e ,  a n d  o u r  p o s i t i o n  r a p i d l y  

i m p r o v e  a l l  r o u n d .

A l l  t h i s  i s  w r i t t e n  i n  n o  s p i r i t  o f  c o m p l a i n t ,  b u t  m e r e l y  a s  a  t e m p e r a t e  s t a t e m e n t  o f  

f a c t s  t h a t  c a n n o t  b e  i g n o r e d  w i t h  h o n o u r  o r  s a f e t y .  O n  a l l  s i d e s  I  a m  t o l d  o f  t h e  

d i s u n i o n ,  d i s c o r d ,  a n d  d i f f i c u l t y  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  w o r k  h e r e ,  a n d ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  

t h e s e  s t a t e m e n t s ,  a r e  e a r n e s t  r e q u e s t s  f o r  m e  t o  h e l p  t o  c r e a t e  i m p r o v e d  c o n d i t i o n s .  

B u t  t o  d o  s o  w o u l d  m e a n  a  f a r  l o n g e r  s t a y  t h a n  I  c a n  a r r a n g e  f o r ,  a n d  a  f r e e  h a n d  i n  

m a n y  d i r e c t i o n s .

T h e  'M e l b o u r n e  S p i r i t u a l i s t i c  P r o g r e s s i v e  L y c e u m , '  t o  g i v e  i t  i t s  f u l l  t i t l e ,  m e e t s  i n  

a  c o m f o r t a b l e  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  O d d  F e l l o w s '  H a l l ,  a n d  i t s  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n s  a r e  w e l l  

a t t e n d e d  e a c h  S u n d a y  m o r n i n g .  T h e  o f f i c e r s  a p p e a r  e n e r g e t i c  a n d  p r o g r e s s i v e .  I  h a v e  

a t t e n d e d  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  a n d  h a v e  b e e n  a n d  e n t h u s i a s t i c  s o i r é e  w a s  h e l d .  E v e r y  a l t e r n a t e  

S u n d a y  a f t e r n o o n  t h e y  h o l d  a  m e d i u m s '  m e e t i n g ,  a n d  a t  n i g h t  a  p u b l i c  l e c t u r e .  W h a t  

t h o s e  m e e t i n g s  a r e  l i k e  I  d o  n o t  k n o w ,  a s  i t  i s  n o t  p r a c t i c a b l e  f o r  m e  t o  b e  p r e s e n t ;  b u t  

I  a m  t o l d  t h e y  a r e  w e l l  a t t e n d e d .

S o  f a r  a s  A u s t r a l i a n  m e d i u m s h i p  i s  c o n c e r n e d  I  a m  n o t  y e t  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  w r i t e .  

B u t  I  r e c e n t l y  a t t e n d e d  o n e  o f  M r s .  R i s i n g s '  m e e t i n g s  a n d  f o u n d  h e r  m e d i u m s h i p  t r u l y  

r e m a r k a b l e  a n d  c o n v i n c i n g .  B u t  a s  t h i s  l e t t e r  i s  a l r e a d y  o v e r  l o n g  I  m u s t  r e s e r v e  a  

d e t a i l e d  a c c o u n t  o f  a  m o s t  n o t e  w o r t h y  s é a n c e  u n t i l  m y  n e x t  c o m m u n i c a t i o n .  M y  a i m  

i s  t o  p r e s e n t  a  f a i t h f u l  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  h e r e ,  t h o u g h  i t  i s  n o t  a l w a y s  t h e  

l o t  o f  t h e  c a r e f u l  c h r o n i c l e r  t o  p l e a s e ;  b u t  n o t h i n g  s e t  o u t  h e r e i n  c a n  r e a s o n a b l y  o f f e n d  

a n y  w h o  k n o w  t h e  t r u t h  a s  I  h a v e  e n d e a v o u r e d  t o  s t a t e  i t  i n  t h i s  l e t t e r .

M e l b o u r n e ,  N o v e m b e r  4 t h ,  1 9 0 2 .

T o  b e  c o n t i n u e d ...........................

‘L I G H T ’ V o l u m e .  X X I I .  D e c e m b e r  1 3 th 1 9 0 2 ,  p a g e  5 9 3 .
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