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INTRODUCTION TO 
"LECTURES IN CLAIRMATIVENESS”

B iographical accounts o f  D avis norm ally take his first book to  be "Principles o f 
N ature" (1847). B ut F rank Podm ore in "M odern Spiritualism " (1902) vol. 1 p. 167 
discussed in a long footnote an earlier w ork "Lectures in C lairm ativeness" (N ew  
York, 1845). D avis h im self in "The M agic Staff" (p.276) said the title should have 
been "Clairlativeness". Podm ore had not seen the work, w hich w as m ore C hristian in 
tone than later ones, bu t it w as clearly know n by interested persons around 1850. It 
w as apparently a pam phlet containing four lectures on hum an m agnetism  and 
electricity. W hen the now  defunct Psypioneer w eb site w ent live in 1999, w e said we 
w ould be glad to  learn o f  any surviving copies; it w as rum oured, according to 
Podm ore, that D avis had destroyed some.

Pat D eveney recalled reading the lost pam phlet, although an orthodox N ew  Y ork 
critic in “ Spirit R apping U nveiled” (1853) had asked D avis “ Is it true, as has been 
alleged, that you and your friends have recently destroyed every copy o f  the pam phlet 
you could get hold of?” (p.122). D eveney undertook to  send a copy o f  the pam phlet to 
England, and this w as conveyed by M ichael Gom es in N ovem ber 2000. A  glance at 
the cover suggested w hy it had been generally overlooked since Podm ore. The name 
o f  D avis did not appear on the title page, bu t rather the editor o f  the four lectures, 
Rev. G ibson Smith. It seem s likely that under this nam e it m ay survive in various 
libraries. The clairvoyant throughout is called Jackson Davis.
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In so far as he w as the first publisher o f  Davis, G ibson Smith m ay be seen as a 
founder o f  H arm onial Philosophy and by extension, the Spiritualist philosophy w hich 
owed so m uch to  it. B u t as reported in Psypioneer N ew sletter Vo. 1 No. 2 June 2004, 
another scholar, John B uescher w as about to  throw  m uch light on the 
U nitarian/U niversalist connections w ith early Spiritualism , in his invaluable book 
“The other side o f  Salvation - Spiritualism  and N ineteenth Century Religious 
Experience”(Boston, Skinner H ouse Books, 2004). “B uescher gives a biographical 
sketch o f  Smith, at that tim e, a U niversalist m inister, and notes that Smith (like D avis) 
later becam e a clairvoyant m edical diagnoser, w ho travelled astrally to  other planets.” 
(PP2, p.13)

Smith w as pastor o f  the U niversalist Church in Poughkeepsie, N ew  Y ork State. 
Interested in m esm erism , he had encountered D avis, w ho had first been entranced by 
a tailor W illiam  Levingston, after a v isit by a m esm erist lecturer Jam es Stanley 
Grimes. Sm ith’s predecessor as m inister, A bner R ogers B artlett had befriended Davis, 
and it w as in his tim e that D avis first reported trance contacts w ith the discarnate.

D r B uescher provided the first detailed discussion o f  G ibson Sm ith’s pam phlet, and 
thereby m ade a very im portant contribution to  D avis studies. In an “A fterw ord” we 
hope to  return to  this m atter, bu t first w e are reprinting, over several issues, the 
lectures verbatim  from  the original pam phlet. LP.

ALL the Mysteries of HUMAN MAGNETISM 

and CLAIRVOYANCE explained by the celebrated 

JACKSON DAVIS of Poughkeepsie.

E N T E R E D  acco rd ing  to  A ct o f  C ongress, in  the  y ea r o f  our L o rd  1845, by

G IB S O N  S M IT H ,
in  th e  C le rk 's  O f f ic e  o f  th e  U n i te d  S ta te ' D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  o f  th e  S o u th e rn  

D is t r i c t  o f  th e  S ta te  o f  N e w -Y o rk .
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[P lease  note  that the  p a g in a t io n  b e lo w  has not  be en  
re ta in e d  in this  reprint ,  but  the ana lys i s  o f  c o n t e n t s  is 

reprinted as a s tudy  aid.  T h e  c o n f u s i o n  b e t w e e n  
“L e c tu r e ” and “S e c t i o n ” is in the  or iginal]
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A PPEN D IX ..— Testim onials as to  the character, learning, and
capabilities o f  M r. Jackson Davis, the celebrated C lairvoyant
at Poughkeepsie, and statem ents o f  some o f  his
num erous and w onderful experim ents and disclosures
in science; his ability to  exam ine individual system s, to
discover disease, its cause, and its rem edy; his visits (by
request) to distant places (w here he has never been in
person) in search o f  individuals and things designated by
the inquirer; the accurate inform ation he gives in such
cases, &c. & c ...........................................................................................37 to  40

The read e r w ill be  b e tte r  p repared  fo r the  L ec tu res, by firs t read ing  
the  in tro d u c tio n  and A ppend ix  in  connex ion , as they  in form  him  w h a t c re ­
d it is to  M r. Jackson , the  C la irvoyan t, fo r the  in fo rm atio n  and d isco v e­
ries  com m un ica ted  th ro u g h o u t the  series { th is  s e n te n c e  r e a d in g  u n c e r ta in -  E d . 
P P ) .

TO THE READER.

The A uthor o f  this little W ork w ould say, to  those into w hose hands so ever it may 
fall, that he has consented to  the task o f  presenting it to  the public, partly from  his 
own conviction o f  its tru th  and im portance, and partly from  the repeated and urgent 
solicitations w hich he has received from  alm ost every part o f  the Union.

M r. J.D A V IS, the C lairvoyant from  w hom  these facts have been received, is a young 
m an eighteen years o f  age; his m oral character is irreproachable; he is unlearned, five 
m onths having been the extent o f  his schooling. H e has w orked at his trade in this 
village, Poughkeepsie, for the last six years, w ith the exception o f  about eighteen 
m onths, during w hich tim e he has been engaged in the subject o f  M esm erism  and 
Clairvoyance. A s a C lairvoyant subject, he has probably never been surpassed or 
equalled. H is vision and know ledge, w hen in the transic state, seem perfect and 
unlim ited; and in reference to  these m atters, I can only ask a candid public to  read and 
judge for them selves. For a further representation o f  the astonishing pow ers o f  the 
Clairvoyant, the reader is referred to  the A ppendix to  this work.

W hen so m uch has been said - and, as I suppose, well said - on the subject o f  Anim al 
M agnetism  and C lairvoyance, it is a m atter quite foreign to me, and, perhaps, to  my 
calling, to  attem pt, on my part, and my own investigations, to add any thing that 
m ight essentially and substantially aid the general cause. B ut as it has fallen to  m y lot 
to  w itness some o f  the m ost astonishing experim ents o f  young D avis, the C lairvoyant, 
and listen to  the clear and forcible expositions w hich he has given o f  the subject, I feel 
it my duty to  com m unicate these facts to the world. It is not the volum inous character 
o f  this w ork that is designed or expected to  com m end it to  the attention o f  the public; 
but, it is its original and interesting character added to  the clearness and perspicuity o f 
its expositions— its condensed form , and the m anifest truthfulness o f  its every feature. 
A nd I w ould here state, w hat will doubtless be evident to  every com petent judge, that 
the texts furnished in this sm all work, are subject-m atter for a large volum e, -in fact,
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for a series o f  volum es; bu t I have studied to  present the sim ple naked texts to  the 
scholar, the m an o f  genius and science, not only that he m ay m ake his own com m ents 
and draw  his own inferences, bu t also that the w ork m ay be available to  all, and that 
every m ind interested in the investigation and cultivation o f  the hum an pow ers may 
be furnished w ith this pam phlet - this em bodim ent o f  original facts as a guide or aid to 
his reflections on some o f  the m ost im portant interests to  man, and the sublim est laws 
o f  the universe. A nd I say m ost em phatically; that it is the point, the originality, the 
intrinsic value, and self-evident truthfulness o f  this w ork, on w hich  I rely  as its 
h ighest and m ost substan tial recom m endation .

The facts presented on Astronom y, the force o f  which, I doubt not, will be readily 
perceived by every scholar, are m ost invaluable. They m ight have been carried to  a 
m uch greater length; but, I have chosen, as I have before said, to  subm it the m ere text 
or principle to  the investigation o f  the learned and candid.

The explanation here given o f  the cause o f  m otion, and especially the explanation o f 
the law s by w hich the m otions o f  all the heavenly bodies are produced, w ill be 
adopted by the learned; for it cannot be resisted, w hat ever innovations it m ay m ake 
upon existing system s, as the TRUTH , on this transcendently sublim e subject.

The Lectures w hich follow  are alm ost w ord for w ord as I have received them  from  the 
Clairvoyant. I have in some instances aided in the arrangem ent, and for illustration, 
have also inserted a few  quotations from  em inent Authors. As for instance, in the 
second Lecture, I have m ade a quotation from  ‘Tow nsend's Facts on M esm erism .’ O f 
the first Lecture, I w ould particularly state, that it is alm ost precisely, both in w ord 
and arrangem ent, as given by the Clairvoyant. O f the fourth and last Lecture, I have to 
rem ark, that it is E V E R Y  W O R D  as given by the C lairvoyant; and I w ould also say, 
that he charged m e m ost decidedly and repeatedly not to  alter a word, or deviate at all 
from  the course w hich he arranged and determ ined.

I have now  fu lly  stated  the  m anner in  w hich  these  facts have been  obtained, and 
w ould  add, th a t m y m anuscrip t has been  constan tly  under the  v iew  and superv ision  
o f  the  C la irvoyan t during  the en tire  progress; and th a t in  every stage o f  our 
advancem ent, a fte r m y m ost careful efforts in a rrang ing  and penn ing  the  tex ts and 
sta tem ents o f  our p reced ing  in terv iew , he w ou ld  tell m e at our fo llow ing  m eeting, 
p recisely  the  ex ten t to  w hich  I had advanced, and the degree o f  accuracy  th a t had 
attended  m y efforts, -and all th is  even w hen m y m anuscrip t rem ained  in  m y study. 
Thus, w hen  th rough  m isapprehension  or accident, I have penned  any th ing  
m ateria lly  w rong, the m atte r has been  set righ t by the  C lairvoyan t, and I have duly 
m ade the  correction.

In conclusion , I w ould  say, I p retend  no t to  in fa llib ility  in  m y decisions; b u t still, 
hav ing  read the  standard  w orks on the  subject, I have no hesita tion  in saying, th a t I 
doubt not, th a t the  theory  g iven  in th is w ork, is a ve in  o f  v ital tru th  w hich  has been  
reached  by no o ther A uthor.

G. SM ITH.
P O U G H K E E PSIE , N Y .
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LECTURES ON CLAIRMATIVENESS.

L EC TU R E FIRST.

I A M  aw are that m any learned and ingenious theories have been presented to  the 
public on the subject o f  H um an M agnetism ; bu t these theories have not unfolded the 
great m ystery, though they have, it m ust be acknow ledged, throw n m uch light upon 
the science. This science, for a science it m ost assuredly is, claim s the serious 
attention o f  all. M agnetism  has long been known; but m ost bitterly  opposed and 
ridiculed. I said it had long been know n;--no doubt its existence can be traced back  for 
four thousand years; and from  that tim e through all succeeding centuries, it has 
existed under various nam es, in m ysterious and obscure positions, until, finally, it w as 
revived by M esm er. H e having the power; concealed it from  the people, and clothed it 
in the same m ystery; w hich caused the opinion to  prevail that it w as all the effect o f 
Satanic agency. The same opinion is still entertained by the m ore ignorant and 
uninform ed classes o f  com m unity. B ut these im pressions, I trust, will not last m uch 
longer; for the subject is now  receiving the attention o f  the m ost learned and scientific 
men; and they can appreciate w ell its blessings, and the re lief it affords to  suffering 
hum anity.

The science, however, is still clothed in m ystery, and so believed to  be by its own 
advocates; ye t they adm it the truthfulness o f  the same, having been convinced by the 
evidence o f  their own senses. A m ong such, and others, the question is asked— ’’Why 
is it s o ? ’’ G ive m e your candid attention, and I will give the answer. I

I am aw are o f  the responsibility resting upon me to  redeem  m y prom ise. Then follow  
m e closely through w ith the investigation, and see i f  w e cannot discover som ething o f 
the m ystery o f  our present m ode o f  existence, and in this, the prim ary cause o f  the 
great subject before us. To Physicians, I w ould say--Anim al M agnetism  is based upon 
physiological truths; and, therefore, is entitled to  the serious consideration o f  m en o f 
your profession. Exam ine, therefore, carefully the lectures here presented, and see if  
you cannot discover in them  science and philosophy. To C lergym en, I w ould say—  
see i f  there is not in this subject, deep and convincing evidence o f  the truth o f 
Christianity; and if  it does not unfold to  your view  the evidences w hich have so long 
been called for by sceptical minds. The subject before us affords the strongest 
argum ent in support o f  the truth w hich you have so long labored to  m aintain. 
Candidly investigate it, therefore, and see i f  you cannot claim  it as one o f  your 
strongest proofs in favor o f  the faith once delivered to  the Saints. To the honest 
inquirer after truth, I w ould say--Follow  m e through w ith these researches, and see if  
you cannot find in them  that w hich w ill m ake you view  yourse lf and m ankind in a 
new  and interesting light, and w hich shall satisfy you that your existence is a blessing 
instead o f  a curse. A nd to  all I w ould say--If Anim al M agnetism  be not a science-if it 
be not a truth, put it down. B ut this conclusion cannot be arrived at, on your part, 
w ithout candid and careful attention; and such attention ought certainly to  be 
bestow ed.
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The questions to  be considered in these lectures are the following: -­
1st. The Brain-its physical structure, and m agnetic power, &c.
2d. The structure o f  the M uscular and Sym pathetic N erves-their office, functions, 

&c.
3d. The Production o f  M ind.
4th. The D uality o f  M ind.
5th. The B rain in connection w ith the M agnetic and E lectric Fluids.
6th. The Production o f  the M agnetic and E lectric Fluids.
7th. The E xposition o f  C lairm ativeness and Clairvoyance.

M y object in these lectures will be to  convince the understanding o f  the truth, and for 
this reason I shall em ploy plain and sim ple language, purposely avoiding 
em bellishm ent o f  every description. B eauty o f  language,--studied phrases in setting 
forth a theory,--rhetorical flights and figures, m ay please the fancy, bu t are not so well 
calculated to  convince the hum an m ind as sim plicity and plainness o f  speech. The 
theory o f  M agnetism  itse lf is sublime; and its sublim ity m ay best be seen w hen not 
presented in gaudy show  or borrow ed livery.

First. The B rain  has four distinct apartm ents. The larger brain, or Cerebrum, is 
situated at the top, and extends to  the front o f  the head. Its cavities are a great deal 
larger and m ore round than  those o f  the lesser brain; consequently it possesses m ore 
substance. The Lesser Brain lies in the back part o f  the head; --this brain is divided 
into tw o cavities or departm ents, and is separated by a strong, m em branous, elastic 
substance, and is covered by an equally strong, bu t th inner substance, term ed Dura 
Mater. The brain itse lf is a soft, pliable, sensitive substance. Its appearance round the 
edge, in the living subject, is o f  a light red color. Externally, it has the appearance o f  a 
com pound substance, --possesses a brighter and m ore beautiful color. Such is the 
larger brain.

The Lesser Brain has m ore o f  a yellow  color in its external appearance; --does not 
possess such a lively; hue as the form er, and is m ore dull and inanim ate. It preserves 
the same appearance in its dow nw ard extension. This is w hat is term ed the ‘‘Medella 
{misprint for Medulla? PP) Oblongata.’’ The w hole brain is m ade up o f  small 
sensitive nerves. One square inch o f  brain contains upw ards o f  6.000 fibres.

Second. M an has five d istinct senses-Sight, Hearing, Taste, Smell, and Touch. 
Through these senses all external im pressions are conveyed to  the brain, through the 
m edium  o f  w hat w e shall here term  the sympathetic nerves. These sym pathetic nerves 
extend through the w hole system. Every m uscle or particle o f  flesh is connected w ith 
them . They extend to  every jo in t, every tendon; every m em brane, and through every 
bone o f  the system. In their passing through every particle o f  flesh, they gather from  it 
substances w hich they carry to  every m em brane, tendon, m uscle and ligam ent, w hich 
surrounds, controls and em braces every jo in t. They are thickly dispersed through the 
bones, and are traced to  the utm ost extrem ities; and in fibres so small, that their 
existence has been questioned.

To show  that these nerves pass through every bone, w e will suppose a bone in any 
part o f  the body broken. A fter placing the parts together, and keeping the lim b in a 
quiet condition for a period o f  tim e, they becom e solid as before. N ow , i f  I should ask
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the Physician, w hy the bones do grow  together again? his answ er w ould invariably be, 
" I t  is natural."

Again. Suppose that a w ound is m ade in the flesh, and I should ask the physician if  
it w ould heal again? "Certainly." w ould be the answer. Suppose I should ask him  why 
he is convinced it will heal again? H is answ er w ould be, "I know it by experience .” 
A lm ost in every case the physician is not acquainted w ith the prim ary cause o f  its 
becom ing restored, bu t sim ply affirm s, I know  it by experience.''

N ow  w e w ill take the bone that is broken, and place the parts together, as before 
m entioned, and w e will inquire the cause o f  its becom ing sound. The small fibres or 
nerves in the bone are set at work. They accum ulate and carry regularly small 
substances or particles and deposit them  at the place broken. Ten thousand o f  these in 
one bone, perform  the same action, and continue depositing small substances until 
they com pletely unite the broken bone together. These deposites becom e ossified, 
w hich gives the strength. H ow  plain is the cause, therefore, w hy it is natural for tw o 
bones to  grow  together or becom e united. W henever a bone in any part o f  the system  
is affected, the pain in that bone is m ost insufferable. B ut w ould such sensation exist, 
in the part affected, unless there w ere nerves  o f  sensation existing in the bone itself? 
C ertainly not.

Again. In the w ound in the flesh, w hich w as m entioned, the same nerves perform  the 
same action, --they accum ulate and keep accum ulating substances, and carry them  to 
the wound. A  deposit is never m isplaced, --and i f  let alone, or treated properly, never 
heals too fast, and never produces m is-action. These nerves keep continually acting 
and re-acting, until the w ound is com pletely restored.

Alike this, and to  the same end, the ram ifications are m ade by them  through the w hole 
system ; and so perfect is their action, that they form, renovate, and produce an entire 
new  system  in the space o f  from  five to  seven years - the old particles, through the 
action o f  these, being throw n o ff  by the pores and glands o f  the flesh, &c. These 
nerves extending from  the brain itse lf to  every part o f  the body, becom e the grand 
agents o f  transm itting all sensations, from  external objects and im pressions, to  the 
brain. B ut w hat is the cause o f  sensation arriving im m ediately at the brain from  the 
seeing o f  an object, the hearing o f  a sound, the sm elling o f  an odour, or the touching 
o f  any solid body? W hy is not the sensation produced or conveyed to some other part 
o f  the system, or upon the w hole body alike? There can be but one answ er to  this 
question, w hich is, that the brain itse lf is p o sitive , or that it possesses a positive 
attractive pow er over all external com m unication. Every object in existence w hich is 
subject to  the m agnetic influence, or w hich is m agnetic in itself, has a positive and 
negative pole. The earth has its positive and negative poles, the m agnetised bar o f 
steel, and the needle by w hich the m ariner directs his course over the w atery wast. 
This is a law  o f  inert m atter w hich the D eity has established, and w hy may not the 
same law  in a m odified form  extend to  man, and to  all other anim ated beings?

The sensorium  o f  the brain is m ade up o f  m ore sensitive substance than any other part 
o f  the system ; and being so sensitive, it draw s all other im pulse from  the external 
organs, and is analogous to  the w ound spoken o f  in the flesh. It is w ith this, as has 
been show n to be the case w ith the nerves; --they perform  their action at the wound, 
for the reason that the w ound w hen m ade becom es o f  a positive or attractive nature. 
All im pulses, through the pow er o f  attraction, arrive at the brain and m ake
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im pressions there. W ere not the brain a m agnet - did it not possess a positive pow er 
over all external im pulses, sight or sou n d  w ould be as likely to  produce sensation in 
the feet; the hands or the body, as at the brain. B ut the brain alone is affected through 
these senses. The brain, therefore, is attractive.

The Lesser B rain possesses the pow er o f  motion. There is one distinct sense or organ 
w hich has the pow er o f  causing locom otion. The pow er is conducted from  the lesser 
brain; dow n its continuation until it jo in s the sp ina l chord. From  thence it is 
conducted through the system  by th irty-tw o distinct pairs o f  nerves, com m only term ed 
the " m uscular n erves ." All these nerves and m uscles are under the control o f  the 
m ind; and give m otion to  the body; the lim bs and all their appendages. The action o f 
these nerves is voluntary; i. e., they are controlled w holly by the w ill, m oving at its 
b idding the eyes, the tongue, the head, an arm, the fingers, &c. These organs and 
lim bs never m ove unless the m ind w ills them  to move. There can be no m uscular 
action unless an effort o f  the will is first put forth. I am now  in the position in w hich 
you behold me - standing here. N ow  if  the pow er o f  w illing w ere taken from  me at 
this m om ent, I should alw ays rem ain upon this spot unless rem oved by some foreign 
power. To change m y present position and m ove to  another part o f  the room, I m ust 
first put forth an effort o f the will. I w ill, then, to  m ove to  the other part o f  the room: 
the m om ent I will to  go to that part o f  the room, the nerves are acted upon, m oving the 
lim bs w hich perform  the office o f  locom otion, conveying m e to  the spot w here I had 
designed to  go; - so com pletely are these nerves under the control o f  the will.

N ow  the m ind is often deceived in the appearance o f  things, and a greater effort o f  the 
w ill, in consequence, is put forth to  accom plish a thing than is actually necessary. For 
instance, I see a large stone lying at my feet. K now ing the density and w eight o f  
stones generally; I put forth an effort to  raise it. The effort is ju s t in proportion to  my 
previous know ledge o f  the general w eight o f  stones o f  the size o f  that w hich I am 
about to  lift. B ut w hen I grasp the stone and raise it up very suddenly, I am, for the 
m om ent, surprised. I find it not h a lf  so heavy as I had supposed, ow ing to  its porous 
state, --and I have put forth tw ice the effort o f  the will, and consequently tw ice the 
am ount o f  force that I need to  have done to  accom plish my object. This is ow ing to 
the m ind or judgm ent's being deceived relative to  the w eight o f  the substance. This 
often happens.

Again: I approach an object - it m ay be a small cask. I stoop to  raise it, bu t do not 
succeed in the first attempt. The cask is filled w ith a heavy substance, o f  the w eight o f  
w hich I w as ignorant; consequently, the first effort w as not sufficiently pow erful to 
raise it. I then put forth a greater effort, and accom plish m y object.

N ow  from  this fact you discover that the first effort is in the will itself; and the force 
or strength, exerted in the nerves, is ju s t in proportion to  the strength or exercise o f  the 
will. W ere it not so, there w ould have been ju s t strength sufficient exerted to  lift the 
stone in the first instance, and no more. A nd in the second, there w ould have been 
enough exerted to  lift the cask in the first attempt. B ut in both cases the judgm ent w as 
deceived; and hence, in the first, a superabundance o f  force, and in the second, not 
enough.
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Be it rem em bered then, that the nerves o f  m otion are alw ays controlled by the m ind or 
w ill, unless indeed, as is som etim e the case, their action is arrested by a diseased state, 
as in paralytic affections, w hen the m ind cannot act upon them . In  such cases, they no 
longer obey the w ill -  its agency o f  producing obedience being arrested. B ut in the 
healthy state, the w ill alw ays controls them , but the nerves them selves never control 
the will.

The Sym pathetic Nerves, o f  w hich w e have before spoken, have a different office to 
perform . Their office and functions are unlike the others. The m ind acts upon and 
controls the m uscular nerves, --but the sym pathetic nerves act upon the brain and 
control the mind. Through these nerves, all sensations are conveyed to the mind. The 
sense o f  sight, o f  hearing, o f  taste, o f  smell, and o f  touch; are conveyed to the brain 
through these nerves unbidden by the w ill, and in  m any cases, absolutely against it. 
They are com plete m asters o f  the m ind in  this respect. A  person cannot prevent the 
sense o f  sight; unless he closes his eyes; and, i f  he sees an object, he cannot prevent 
an im pression being m ade on the brain, i f  he closes his eyes im m ediately after having 
seen it. H e cannot prevent the sense o f  touch, i f  you m ake an im pression on his body, 
though he exert his will ever so much. N either can he prevent taste, i f  he put any 
substance in  his m outh; --nor hearing  that w hich m ay be ever so disagreeable to him, 
unless he stops his ears w ith his fingers, or rem oves h im self beyond the sound o f  the 
w ords that are addressed to  him. W e cannot prevent the smell o f  a bad odor w hen we 
com e in contact w ith it, how ever nauseating it m ay be, unless w e close w ith our hands 
the organ o f  smell.

These Sensations then, are all conveyed to the brain, unbidden by the w ill, and, in 
m any cases, absolutely against it; thus acting upon and controlling the M ind; as the 
m ind, through the exercise o f  its own will, acts upon and controls the m uscular 
nerves. From  these facts, it is shown that the m ind is subject to one set o f  organs, and 
is full m aster over another.

All the senses that have been considered, act involuntarily; and the brain being 
positive  or attractive , irresistibly receives their im pulses, --for it is im possible for a 
person not to  receive com m unications from  the organs o f  sense. Therefore, as these 
com m unications are irresistibly carried to the brain, the form er conclusion is correct, 
that the brain itse lf is positive. H ence, the brain is a m agnet, its operations are 
m agnetic, and its phenom ena are m agnetism .

Third. The m ind itse lf is form ed through the five senses, and by the m edium  o f  the 
sym pathetic nerves. Reckoning the senses o f  m an all perfect, w e will proceed to 
show  the bearing they have on the mind. The first organ w e will notice is the Eye. The 
organ, nerve and brain, com pose the sense o f  vision. The eye is placed upon an object: 
the sense o f  that object is conveyed by the nerve to the brain, and leaves an 
im pression there.

The next organ to be considered is the Ear. The organ receives the sound: the nerves 
convey the sense o f  that to  the brain, and leave the im pression there.
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In the third place, w e will consider Taste. The organ receives the substance: the sense 
o f  that is conveyed by the nerve to  the brain, and leaves the im pression there.

The fourth is Smell: an odor is received into the organ - the sense o f  that is conveyed 
by the nerve to  the brain, and leaves there the im pression.

Fifth, the Sense o f  Touch. A n im pression is m ade on the body: the sym pathetic nerves 
convey the sense o f  that to  the brain, and, as in the form er cases, the im pression is 
m ade there.

These are the five senses through w hich the m ind is form ed; and w ithout which, no 
m ind acting in harm ony w ith the physical organization exists. To prove this, w e will 
take one or all o f  these senses, and cast theirs from  the body.

I f  a person have not the organ o f  vision, he has no m eans w hereby he can receive the 
im pression o f  sight; consequently, no im pression o f  that kind can be m ade on the 
brain. H e is utterly  incapable o f  form ing any correct idea w hatever as to  the true 
nature o f  sight, because that idea itse lf can only be obtained from  actual experience - 
from  actual vision. Through the action o f  the eye and nerve, an im pression is m ade on 
the brain, and that im pression itse lf constitutes w hat w e term  seeing. H ence, w ithout 
the organ, that im pression can never be m ade, and one, so situated, is thereby 
deprived o f  all m eans by w hich he can ever obtain a correct idea o f  that sense. The 
follow ing account, w hich I take from  the "Village Register," o f an operation 
perform ed by Dr. Grant; on the eyes o f  a m an born blind, suddenly restoring him  to 
sight, is confirm ation o f  the above: -­

“Dr. Grant having observed the eyes o f his patient, and convincing his friends and 
relatives that it was highly probable that he could remove the obstacle which 
prevented his sight, all his friends and acquaintance who had any curiosity to be 
present, when one o f full age and understanding was to receive a new sense; 
assembled themselves on the occasion, but were desired to preserve profound silence 
in case sight was restored; in order to let the patient make his own observations, 
without the advantage o f discovering his friends by their voices. Among many others, 
the mother, brothers, sisters; and a young lady for whom he had formed a particular 
attachment, were present. The operation was performed with great skill, so that sight 
was instantly produced.

When the patient received the dawn o f light; there appeared such extasy in his action 
that he seemed ready to swoon away in the surprise o f joy and wonder The Surgeon 
stood before him with his instrument in his hand. The patient observed him from head 
to foot, and then observed himself as carefully; and comparing to himself, he 
observed the hands o f both were exactly alike, excepting the instrument, which he 
took to be a part o f the Surgeon's hand. When he had continued in this amazement for 
several minutes, his mother could no longer bear the agitation, o f so many passions 
as thronged upon her, and fell upon his neck, crying; out-- My son; my son!' The 
young gentleman knew her voice, and could say no more than ‘Oh, me, are you my 
dear mother? and fainted. On his recovery, he heard the voice o f his female friend;
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w hich h a d  a  surprising  effect upon him. H aving  ca lled  her to him, he appeared  to 
view her w ith  adm iration a n d  delight, a n d  a sked  her w ha t h a d  been done to him.
' W hither, ' sa id  he, I  have I  been carried? Is  a ll this about me, the th ing that I  have  
h eard  so m uch of? Is  this seeing? Were you alw ays thus so happy a n d  g la d  to see 
each other? ’ In  a ll h is conversation, he m anifested  but fa in t  ideas o f  anyth ing  w hich  
h a d  no t been received  by the ear or through the sense o f  touch."

N ow , all the circum stances connected w ith this case, go to  show that the b lind patient 
had never form ed any definite idea of the true nature of vision, and hence his surprise, 
joy  and: w onder, w hen sight w as produced. H e w as; till that m om ent, lacking in that 
part of m ind w hich is form ed through the sense of sight.

In  the second place, let us consider the ear destroyed, or never existing: there w ould 
be no im pression m ade through this organ on the brain. As an illustration, I give the 
fo llow ing from  ''G oldsm ith 's A nim ated N ature:"-

“A  yo u n g  m an o f  the town o f  Chartres; betw een the age o f  23 a n d  24, the son o f  a  
tradesman, a n d  d e a f  a n d  dum b fro m  his birth, began to speak a ll o f  a  sudden, to the 
grea t astonishm ent o f  the w hole town. H e gave them to understand, that about three 
or fo u r  m onths before, he h a d  h eard  the sou n d  o f  the bells fo r  the f ir s t  time, a n d  w as  
grea tly  surprised  a t this new a n d  unknown sensation. A fter  som e time, a  k in d  o f  w ater  
issued  fro m  the left ear: he then h eard  perfec tly  w ell w ith  both. D uring  these three 
months, he w as sedulously em ployed  in listening, w ithout saying  a  word, a n d  
accustom ing  h im se lf to speak softly, (so as no t to be heard;) the w ords spoken by 
others. H e labored  h a rd  also  in perfec tin g  h im se lf in the pronunciation, a n d  in the 
ideas a ttached  to every sound. A t length, having  supposed  h im se lf qualified  to break  
silence, he declared  that he cou ld  now speak; a lthough as y e t  but very imperfectly. 
Soon after, som e able D ivines questioned  him  concerning his ideas o f  h is p a s t  state, 
a n d  principa lly  w ith  respect to his ideas o f  God, h is soul, a n d  the m orality or 
turpitude o f  actions. The yo u n g  man, however, h a d  no t draw n his speculations into  
that channel. H e h a d  gone to mass, indeed, w ith  h is parents, a n d  learned  to sign  
h im se lf w ith  the cross - to kneel dow n a n d  to im itate a ll the actions o f  a  m an that w as  
praying; but he d id  a ll this w ithout any m anner o f  knowledge o f  the design or object 
saw others do the like, a n d  that w as enough fo r  him. H e knew noth ing  even o f  death, 
a n d  it never en tered  his head: he led  a  life o f  p u re  anim al instinct; entirely taken up  
w ith  sensible objects, a n d  such as w ere p resen t."

In the th ird  place, consider that the taste  never existed: there w ould be no im pression 
through this organ on the brain.

C onsider the organ of sm ell also, destroyed, and the form er w ould be the result.

Consider, lastly, a m an existing w ithout the sense  of touch; --the brain w ould be 
unconscious of any such existing power. I

I have observed that w ithout these senses there w ould be no m ind. Suppose a hum an 
being entirely destitute of all these senses, --he w ould never have any consciousness
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o f  any o f  these existing pow ers or agencies. H ence, there w ould be no cause to 
produce an effect, i.e., mind. Such a person w ould have no mind: -- he never heard a 
sound, --has never seen an object, --has never experienced taste nor smell, --he is 
entirely destitute o f  all susceptibility: therefore, the form er conclusion w ould  be 
dem onstrated. H e w ould m erely inhale and exhale the breath, w ithout being conscious 
o f  it. --Such a one w ould possess no m ind, no judgm ent, no understanding.

N ow , on the other hand, let us open one o f  these doors that alw ays been shut; --let us 
open the organ o f  vision; and it opens to  him  a w orld o f  objects and sights. The 
sensation is carried by the nerve to  the brain: here is a cause producing an effect, and 
that effect produces ju s t m ind enough to  m ake him  conscious that he sees.

Again: Throw  open the organ o f  the ear, and the same effect is produced on the brain. 
B oth o f  these effects produce or form  mind; and this is the m edium  by w hich he 
receives all the m ind that he as yet possesses - through the opening o f  these tw o 
doors. O pen tw o m ore, i.e., taste and smell; and the same effect is produced w hich 
causes mind. H e is then aware o f  sight, hearing, taste and smell. W ith these four 
senses he now  possesses, he is still unconscious o f  all susceptibility. A ny infliction 
can be m ade on the body w ithout subjecting him  to the least suffering, --he will 
experience no pain or sensation. H e is destitute o f  the sense o f  touch, w hich produces 
that part o f  mind, --he never experienced it. N ow  ju s t open the door o f  touch, and set 
that sense in operation - clear away all obstruction betw een that sense and the brain, 
and he is suddenly conscious o f  all susceptibility. All these organs are now  set at 
work: the evidence o f  these organs is carried to  the sensorium  o f  the brain: there it is 
digested, --the digestion produces the m ind - the m ind the intellect, the judgm ent and 
the understanding.

I am  aware that these view s, concerning the origin or form ation o f  mind; will subject 
m e to  the charge o f  m aterialism ; but such a conclusion w ould be w holly prem ature, 
since it will be shown in the proper place, that m ind itse lf is not a production o f  the 
gross m aterials o f  w hich our bodies are form ed; and that it is dependent upon the 
physical system  only for its fo rm a tion  in the brain o f  man. The m ind is all im m aterial, 
im ponderable substance; and in no w ise dependant upon m atter for its existence.

It is painful to see w ith w hat jealousy  a certain class o f  religionists look upon every 
new  developm ent o f  science, fearful that religion, or, at least that w hich they have 
erroneously called religion, will thereby be endangered. Such men, how ever 
strenuously they m ay advocate Christianity, are the greatest sceptics in com m unity. 
Suppose it w ere proved beyond a doubt; that the m ind o f  m an w as not all im m aterial 
or im m ortal principle, --ought this, i f  I am a Christian, to  overthrow  m y faith in a 
future state o f  im m ortal existence? Is not Christ's resurrection certain p roo f o f  life 
beyond the grave? Is not the voice o f  R ev e la tio n -“ the d ea d  sha ll be ra ised  
incorruptible - this m orta l sha ll p u t  on im m ortality ” sufficient to  fortify our m inds 
and give us a well grounded hope o f  future existence? This is the only sure hope for 
the Christian:--the foundation o f  all hope is the resurrection o f  our blessed Lord. This, 
science can never overthrow, and therefore, religion can never be endangered,
w hether it be proved that the hum an m ind is m ortal or im m ortal---- m aterial or
im m aterial.
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B ut these sceptical Christians, to  w hom  w e have alluded, and w ho are ready to  sound 
the alarm  against every new  discovery that is m ade in science, as though they 
them selves w ere the physical guardians of all that is sacred, hug  closely to  their 
em brace the doctrine of the im m ortality of the m ind as their only hope of future life; 
w hilst the glorious doctrine of the resurrection, as set forth  in the H oly Scriptures, it 
w ould seem, is one of m inor im portance in their estim ation!! H ow ever, there is no 
cause fo r alarm  in the view s w e have presented on that subject, since the doctrine of 
the im m ortality of the m ind is confirm ed, rather than denied. The sentim ents I  have 
advanced upon the origin or form ation of mind, are a practical com m ent upon the 
fo llow ing passage of Scripture:--''A nd G od form ed m an of the dust of the earth, and 
breathed into his nostrils  the breath of life, and he becam e a living soul." It cannot be 
doubted that the " breath o f  life; ” w hich God breathed into man, w as the im m ortal 
part, or mind, w hich is the principle o f  all life and anim ation. It w as this w hich 
constituted the living soul, and not the air w hich is inhaled, and exhaled by the lungs, 
which, it is vulgarly supposed, w as the breath o f  God. The breath o f  life, w hich came 
from  God, w as the soul, the m ind  -  and this w as breathed into m an's nostrils, or 
through his senses, as the expression plainly implies.

W e are not to  understand the language o f  the inspired penm an in its m ost literal sense, 
that G od actually breathed the breath o f  life into m an: --G od is a spirit,- he perform s 
all his w ork by fixed and unalterable laws. The elem ents are subservient to  him, and 
are m ade the agents by w hich he perform s his "handy work." The physical fram e o f 
m an w as first form ed by laws, doubtless, w hich God had instituted for that end; -­
then, by other laws; the "breath o f  life." or the intelligent, thinking soul, w as breathed 
through his senses, and he aw oke to  life and consciousness, to  rejoice in his newly 
discovered existence. B ut w e m ust defer further rem arks upon this point until our 
fourth lecture, w hen w e shall have occasion to point out m ore fully the nature o f  those 
law s by w hich m ind is form ed.

Fourth. W e are to  speak o f  the D uality  o f  M ind. M an has tw o distinct minds. The 
brain  has tw o general divisions, --the C erebrum , or proper brain, so called; and the 
Cerebellum. The Cerebrum  is the upperm ost and largest. The Cerebellum , or lesser 
brain, lies below  and behind; being separated from  the form er, by the Tentorium . The 
larger brain, is the seat o f  one m ind, and the lesser brain  is the seat o f  the other. For 
the sake o f  distinction w e shall call these m inds the larger  and the lesser. By the 
larger mind, w e m ean that w hich exists in the larger brain. A nd by the lesser m ind, we 
m ean that w hich exists in the lesser brain. W e w ould not here be understood to  say, 
that m an has tw o distinct intelligent m inds -  this is not our idea. There can be but one 
intelligent m ind, w hich is that located in the larger brain. That w hich we term ed the 
lesser m ind is unintelligent, and subordinate to the larger, and is m ade the agent or 
instrum ent o f  all voluntary m otion; --this is its office, as will be shown in the Lectures 
w hich are to  follow.

It has already been shown, and the fact is generally adm itted by physiologists, that 
m uscular m otion is produced from  the sm aller brain, through the exercise o f  the will. 
W ill is sim ply an attribute, or an exercise o f  the larger m ind. This m ind m akes an 
im pression on the lesser m ind, exciting it to  action, and this last m oves, in conse­
quence, the nerves o f  m otion, and thus m uscular action is produced. This accounts for 
the phenom enon o f  sleep. The greater m ind, w hich excites to  action the lesser,
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producing m otion and locom otion, gives up its controlling pow er w hen the latter, 
becom ing inactive, falls into that state w e com m only term  sleep. All voluntary  m otion 
then, of course, ceases. The five senses, sight; hearing, taste, smell and touch are 
closed. Im pressions, through these senses, are no longer m ade on the brain . Now , if 
m an possessed but one m ind, and if this m ind ever becam e inactive, w hen sleep was 
once produced, he w ould never be able of him self to  w ake again from  that state.

B ut the larger m ind never slum bers, -- it is alw ays in active operation. --it stands 
sentinel during the hours o f  sleep. W hen nature has balanced and recruited her 
disordered forces, during the hours o f  repose, that w aking m ind m akes an im pression 
upon the lesser, rousing it to  action, and m uscular m otion is again perform ed. 
Som etim es on retiring to  rest, w e charge our m inds w ith the tim e at w hich w e w ish to 
awake, and w e are generally aw akened at the tim e appointed. This again is evidence 
o f  the fact that there is, during sleep, a w aking m ind w hich rouses us at the tim e 
appointed. So far as m y own experience is concerned, I  do not recollect o f  a single 
instance o f  failure in this respect. I  am alw ays aw akened at, or very near, the tim e 
w hich I had determ ined on before going to  sleep.

This v iew  o f  the Subject also accounts for the phenom ena o f  ordinary dream ing. The 
larger m ind is never inactive: --during sleep, it is either occupied in review ing the 
events to  w hich its attention had been called during the day, or w andering away into 
the regions o f  fancy, picturing to  itse lf scenes often o f  a ludicrous and visionary 
character. Som e o f  its operations are distinctly im pressed upon itself, and these, w hen 
w e wake; are im m ediately recalled. N ow  the very fact o f  dream ing, and the 
recollection o f  those dream s, proves m ost conclusively that there is m ind in active 
exercise during our slumbers. It proves also the duality  o f  mind. I f  the m ind be one 
a n d  indivisible, it w ould be utterly  im possible for a part o f  that m ind to  slumber, 
w hilst the other part w as in active exercise. A nd that that part o f  m ind w hich has the 
control o f  m uscular or voluntary m otion, is inactive  during sleep; is proved from  the 
fact itself, that m uscular action does not exist. A nd also on the other hand, that a part 
o f  m ind is active during sleep; is proved from  the fact o f  dream ing. This establishes 
the doctrine o f  the duality o f  mind.

A nother evidence o f  the doctrine under exam ination is, that a m an can perform  tw o or 
m ore actions at the sam e tim e. H e can converse and he can walk; he can com pose, and 
he can write; he can think, and he can give utterance to  those thoughts. In all 
extem poraneous speaking, the tw o m inds are, in active exercise. The larger m ind 
contem plates, investigates, com pares and arranges the subject or m atter to  be 
presented, and the sm aller mind, at the same m om ent, m oves the organs o f  speech 
w hich give utterance to  the same. W ere it not so, w e could never converse w hilst we 
w ere w alking, nor com pose w hilst w e w ere w riting, nor investigate and arrange 
m atter w hilst speaking in an extem poraneous manner.

E n d  o f f ir s t  le c tu re
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Psychical Research in Australia

RONALD ROSE

This article is reprinted from the Journal of the American SPR April 1950 44 2. Its author, 
Ronald Rose, was to achieve popular success with a book “ Living Magic” (1957) about the 
aborigines, though it was criticised by Rev. Professor Adophus Peter Elkin, the senior 
investigator and doyen of Australian anthropologists mentioned in this article. Of others 
mentioned, Michael Scriven was to become an eminent philosopher of science with a 
continuing interest in parapsychology, while Dr Johnson (Raynor C. Johnson) wrote “The 
Imprisoned Splendour” (1953) which established him as an outstanding interpreter of 
psychical research. LP.

W ith  the  no tab le  excep tion  o f  Dr. R ob in  T illyard , F .R .S ., E n tom o log ist to  the 
C om m onw ealth  G overnm en t o f  A ustra lia , there  has been  no A ustra lian  w ho has 
m ade any ou tstand ing  con tribu tion  to  psychical research. T here are, how ever, a 
few  iso la ted  b u t en thusiastic  groups in te rested  in  the  sub ject w h ich  m ay, in a few  
years, develop in to  re liab le  and v igo rous research  bodies. These no tes m ay serve 
to  ind ica te  in  b road  term s the  position  o f  psychical research  in A ustra lia  and give 
som e idea  o f  the d ifficu lties w h ich  these  sm all g roups are encountering  and 
overcom ing. ( 1) H ow  m uch m ore rap id  th e ir p rogress m igh t have been  i f  Dr. 
T illyard  had no t m et h is un tim ely  death  in  January , 1937, it is no t possib le  to  
estim ate. C erta in ly  his in fluence  w ould  have resu lted  in  a m uch m ore inform ed 
attitude  tow ards the  sub ject by bo th  press and public.

In  all b ranches o f  cu lture and learn ing  A ustra lia  is at som e d isadvan tage  in 
being  d istan t from  centres of activ ity  overseas. This is particu larly  so in  psychical 
research , w h ich  is fu rther ham pered  by re luctance  in som e academ ic quarte rs  to  
consider new  ideas, especially  those  o f  an unusual nature, w ith  a conservatism  
am ounting  alm ost to  backw ardness. The few  groups o f  w orkers here are iso lated  
also from  each o ther and th e ir  separation  by som e hundreds o f  m iles h inders the 
in terchange o f  ideas and even the know ledge o f  one ano ther's  activ ities. N o t one o f  
them  is ye t large enough or f in a n c ia l l y  able to  p roduce any publications.

A lthough  psych ical m atters are occasionally  reported  very  fairly , the p rincipal 
d ifficu lty  tha t psychical research  in  A ustra lia  is encountering  is tha t o f  the  a ttitude 
o f  the press. In  general term s bo th  press and pub lic  regard  psychical research  and 
sp iritualism  as synonym ous. In  press articles and reports the tw o  term s are 
frequen tly  used  in terchangeab ly  sim ply because  the ir authors are unaw are  th a t 
there  is any d ifference. In  som e cases the  a ttitude  is scornful, even o f  the  ex istence 
o f  p sych ic  phenom ena. I be lieve  tha t th is resu lts  no t so m uch from  m alice  as from  
w an t o f  re liab le  in fo rm ation  on the subject.

W hen  psychical m atters hav ing  som e new s value  occur, the press seeks 
in fo rm ation  from  sp iritua lis t bodies, w h ich  call them selves sc ien tific -sounding  
nam es. O ne such o rgan ization  in Sydney calls i tse lf  The Society fo r Psychical 
R esearch  (A ustralia). To describe at any leng th  the  activ ities o f  th is body w ould  be
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quite  ou t o f  p lace here. They are, in som e instances, quite  hum orous. F o r exam ple, 
at a lectu re  in  Septem ber 1948, a lead ing  m em ber o f  the  Society described  som e 
"research" conducted  at T aronga P ark  Zoo, Sydney, in  w hich  m em bers o f  the 
Society observed  the  aura associa ted  w ith  elephants. It w as stated th a t the aura o f  
e lephan ts w as pink, th a t it had been  acqu ired  from  the  ch ild ren  w ho  are g iven  
rides on them , and tha t it ind ica ted  th e ir good hum or. Such concepts, together w ith  
typ ical sp iritua lis t beliefs, are regu larly  expounded. T hese are com paratively  
harm less th ings. H ow ever, it is o f  concern  th a t the  Society no t m erely  has adopted  
the nam e o f  a respected  scien tific  body but, w ith  incred ib le  bum ptiousness, 
represen ts i tse lf  as being, in fact, scientific . R ecently , w ith  ponderous seriousness, 
it m ade a press sta tem ent th a t one o f  its activ ities w as th a t o f  curing  m ental 
pa tien ts by "casting out devils." This claim , o f  course, a ttrac ted  severe critic ism  
from  psych ia tris ts  - and p sy c h ic a l research  w as held  to  be responsib le  fo r such 
dangerous activ ities. The nam e o f  the Society is su fficien t to  gull a no t too  critical 
p ress and public. So long as such bod ies function  under scien tific  nam es, psychical 
research  w ill be seriously  im peded.

The Society fo r P sych ica l R esearch  (A ustralia), o f  w hich  I have considerab le  
know ledge, conducts no scien tific  research, and its p rincipal officers have little  or 
no know ledge o f cu rren t research. It does, how ever, hold  c lasses in astro logy  and 
palm istry .

I understand  tha t the Society fo r P sych ic  and O ccult Scientific  R esearch  in 
M elbourne  is a s im ilar body. A n inquiry  fo r specific  in fo rm ation  as to  the nature 
o f  the ir "scien tific  research" b rough t no response.

The parapsycho log ical w ork  carried  out in  A ustra lian  U n iversities  has been 
sporadic and inconclusive. A lthough  no such research  has been  carried  out by 
M elbourne  U n iversity  there  is a body a ttached  to  the U n iversity  (the M elbourne 
U n iversity  Society fo r P sych ical R esearch ) consisting  o f  g raduates and 
undergraduates, w hich  is apparen tly  doing valuab le  w ork. This Society has carried  
out num bers o f  E SP  tests, includ ing  a long-range tes t in  con junction  w ith  Dr. 
R hine. This w as, unfortunate ly , no t sign ifican t in  its results. A t the  p resen t tim e it 
is p roceed ing  w ith  an ex trem ely  novel P K  experim ent w hich  is a com plete 
departu re  from  the  d ice techn ique and w h ich  should  y ield  in teresting  results.

In addition , the m em bers o f the  Society are carry ing  out investiga tion  o f the 
K ilner screen effect, and have exam ined  the claim s o f several m edium s and the 
P idd ing ton  though t-transference  stage act, w hich  is now  attrac ting  som e atten tion  
in  England. M r. W . B. L asich , M .Sc., w ho  is the R esearch  O fficer o f  the  Society, 
in  add ition  to  conducting  the  K iln er screen experim ents, is engaged  in  an 
experim en t on the paranorm al cogn ition  o f  draw ings. B oth  M r. L asich  and the 
Secretary  o f  the Society (M r. M . Scriven, B .A .) are m em bers o f  the  E ng lish  S.P.R. 
Dr. Johnson, also  a m em ber o f the E ng lish  body, is g iv ing  a series o f tw en ty  
lec tu res on psychical research  at the A dult E ducation  C lasses a t M elbourne 
U niversity , a m ove w hich, it is hoped, w ill do m uch to  c larify  popular concepts o f 
psychical research  and its sub ject m atter.
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It is in teresting  to  note tha t P ro fesso r O. A. O eser o f  the  D epartm en t o f  
P sycho logy , M elbourne U niversity , w ith  all these  ac tiv ities go ing  on about him , 
tw ice  adv ised  m e th is y ear that, so far as he w as aw are, "no  psychical research  or 
research  on paranorm al psycho logy  is at p resen t be ing  carried  out in  M elbou rne ."  
It w as by chance th a t I learned  o f  the  ex istence o f  the  M .U .S .P .R . from  a m em ber 
o f  the  A ustra lian  P sycho logy  C en tre  w hen g iv ing  a ta lk  there  on psychical 
research.

A  som ew hat d ifferen t a ttitude  ex ists in the D epartm en t o f  Psycho logy , 
Q ueensland  U niversity , B risbane. In response  to  a general enquiry  as to  w hether 
any psych ical research  w as being  carried  out in  Q ueensland , the  Senior L ec tu re r in 
Psycho logy , M r. G. F. K. N aylor, M .A ., M .Sc., rep lied , in ter alia, as follow s:

"Naturally, we are aware o f  the valuable w ork  being carried  out by such m en as  
Professor Rhine, a n d  it so  happens that during  the last two yea rs  w e have m ade  
severa l a ttem pts to duplicate h is results in experim ents o f  our own. A t certain stages  
the results appeared  p rom ising  but in each case it w as ascerta ined  that a  sensory clue 
was, in fac t, being em ployed  by the subject. We can therefore only state that, so  fa r, 
our results have been entirely negative. They have, however, p ro v e d  o f  g rea t value to 
students in em phasizing the extrem e caution w hich  m ust be observed  in p la n n in g  a n d  
conducting such experim ents i f  their results are to have any scientific meaning.
"We propose  to continue this w ork  as opportunity offers but in view o f  higher  

priorities  w hich w e have a ssigned  to other aspects o f  our research, it seem s unlikely  
that any results on parapsycho log ica l p rob lem s w ill be ach ieved  in the near fu ture. 
"We know  o f  a  num ber o f  ind iv idua ls  in Q ueen sla n d  w ho  g en u in e ly  c la im  to have  
h a d  experiences lea d in g  them  to believe tha t they p o sse ss  un u su a l p o w e rs  p o ss ib ly  
exp licab le  in  ex trasensory  terms. H ow ever, a s f a r  as w e are aw are no  o rg a n ized  
research  in  th is f i e ld  is a t p re se n t b e ing  co n d u c ted  in  Q ueensland. "

M r. N ay lo r expressed  in te rest in  any experim ental w ork  th a t m igh t be p roceed ing  
in  Sydney, w hich  appeared  to  be p roducing  positive  results.

The P ro fesso r o f  P sycho logy  at the U n iversity  o f  Sydney, Dr. W . M. O 'N eil, 
advised  tha t no parapsycho log ical w ork  had been  carried  out by his s ta ff  or 
students in  recen t years. Som e in te rest in  psych ical research  is, how ever, show n by 
the P ro fesso r o f  A nthropology, Dr. A .P  E lkin . In  the  course o f  h is an thropological 
investiga tions w ith  the A ustra lian  A borig ines Dr. E lk in  has accum ulated  num erous 
general accounts o f  the  psych ic  life  and lore o f  these p rim itive  people, together 
w ith  specific , detailed  accounts o f  apparently  supernorm al phenom ena. Som e o f  
these  he has personally  experienced ; o thers w ere re la ted  to  him  at firs t hand. 
These he has co llected  in  h is book  A b o rig in a l M en  o f  H ig h  D egree. Som e sections 
o f  an earlier, m ore general w ork, The A u stra lia n  A borig ines, a lso  deal w ith  the 
natives ' psychic  p rac tices and beliefs. B o th  are valuab le  anecdotal records o f  the 
psych ic  life  o f  a race th a t is rap id ly  dying out.

L ike m ost prim itive  races the  A ustra lian  A borig ines claim  the  conscious use o f  
telepathy , and m any o f  the recorded  inciden ts tend  to  support th is claim . U p to  the  
p resen t no a ttem pt has been  m ade to  put th e ir claim s to  the tes t by the application , 
m uta tis  m utandis, o f  standard ized  procedure. The w rite r recently  carried  out 
sign ifican tly  successfu l E SP  and PK  experim ents at an A borig inal Settlem ent in
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N orthern  N ew  South W ales w ith  the cooperation  o f  the  A borig ines ' W elfare  
B oard . A t abou t the  sam e tim e D r. E lk in  carried  out short series o f  sim ilar tests 
w ith  v e ry  prim itive  natives in A rnhem  L and , N orthern  T errito ry . U nfo rtuna te ly  he 
w as no t able to  carry  out a su fficien t num ber o f  tests  fo r adequate  statistical 
trea tm en t, bu t a rrangem ents are in  hand  fo r fu rther w ork  to  be done.

It is hoped  th a t these  en terprises w ill lead  to  m ore ex tensive investiga tions o f  
the  psi capacities o f  the  natives here and  in o ther parts o f  the w orld  as w e ll, and 
perhaps enable  a m ore d irec t com parison  to  be m ade betw een  the  rich ly  psychic 
life  and  lore o f  p rim itive  people  and  th a t o f  m ore c iv ilized  peop le  than  has 
p rev iously  been  possib le .

In  the o rd inary  course  o f  events it w ou ld  not be po litic  fo r the  w rite r to  reco rd  
the  activ ities o f  h im se lf  and a sm all g roup o f  associates (p rin c ip a lly  his w ife , M r. 
D avid  M ustard , M r. K. W atson, B .E c, and Capt. and M rs. W . D onk) b u t it m ay be 
noted  tha t th is group has carried  out E S P  and PK  tests, investiga ted  trance  pheno­
m ena, and in stitu ted  enqu iries in to  spontaneous phenom ena reported  in  the  press. 
The last have been  d isappo in ting ly  unproductive. Som e instances o f  spontaneous 
telepathy , p recogn itive  dream s, etc., have been  reported  to  the  w rite r as a resu lt o f  
short rad io  talks on various aspects o f  psychical research  tha t have received  
pub lic ity  from  tim e to  tim e.

It m ay be o f  in te rest to  note  here the G overnm en t a ttitude to  d iv in ing  in  N ew  
South W ales (enqu iries w ere not in stitu ted  in  the o ther S tates) because  o f  the 
w idesp read  natu re  o f  th is  p rac tice  in  parts o f  the  State w here  farm ers are largely  
dependen t on sub terranean  w ater supplies. The D epartm en t o f  A gricu ltu re  stated 
th a t its a ttitude  w as "quite open." It had p rov ided  opportun ities fo r d iv iners to  
dem onstrate  the ir skill, and w as aw are o f  bo th  success and failure.

The W ater C onservation  and Irriga tion  C om m ission  stated  tha t it regarded  the 
p rac tice  as "very m uch open to  doubt" and po in ted  out th a t records kep t since 
1918 show ed th a t 84%  o f  bores had been  successful on und iv ined  sites w h ilst only 
70%  w ere successful on d iv ined  sites. The C om m ission  stated  tha t "as fa r as can 
be ascerta ined , no d iscovery  o f  im portance  has been  m ade by a d iv iner w hich  
could  not have been  m ade by sim ple m ethods o f  observation  and inference."

E nqu iries  in  Tasm ania, South A ustra lia  and W estern  A ustra lia  have fa iled  to 
reveal the ex istence o f  any investiga to ry  or experim ental research. P ro fesso r E. 
M orris M iller o f  the  U n iversity  o f  T asm ania  adv ised  tha t he w as unab le  to  
undertake  any parapsycho log ical w ork  due to  lack  o f  staff. H e fo rw arded  
particu lars  o f  som e phenom ena he had personally  experienced.

Psych ical research  in A ustra lia  consists of, to  use  the w ords o f  M r. Scriven o f  
the  M .U .S .P .R ., "a few  islands o f  science in  a sea o f  sp iritualism  and apathy." 
A ctually  the sp iritua lis t m ovem ent is quite  strong. T here are 2 ,000  m em bers o f  the 
A ssocia ted  Spiritual C hurches in  Sydney alone, w ith  p robab ly  a m uch greater 
num ber in  the A ustra lian  Sp iritualist U nion.

In add ition  to  the sp iritualists, A ustra lia  has its share o f  p seudo-sc ien tis ts  w ho, 
together w ith  the S.P.R. (A ust.), d ispossess neuro tics o f  evil sp irits and indu lge  in 
o ther s im ilar p ractices. O ne such "spiritual psych iatrist,"  as he describes him self, 
c la im ed recen tly  to  be rem oving  evil sp irits from  a w om an w ho  fears she w ill be
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m olested  by th ree  b lind  m en un less she w ashes her hands daily  in dragon 's blood, 
and a m an w ho  is possessed  of a m alignan t louse w h ich  roam s inside h im . O ther 
so i-d isa n t  p sycho log ists  and scien tists, w ith  a good deal of en thusiasm , b u t little  
tra in ing , adv ise  enqu irers on "psychic problem s."

In  A ustra lia  psychical research  has trem endous possib ilities . P rov ided  
departm ental obstructions and restric tions can be overcom e, the en terprising  
studen t has sp lendid  opportun ities to  do p ioneering  w ork  w ith  the  aborig ines in 
addition  to  the norm al channels o f  psych ical enquiry . Som e advancem ent in 
psychical research  w ould  undoub ted ly  resu lt i f  the sp iritua lis ts  conducted  
them selves as sp iritua lis ts  in stead  o f  assum ing the  nam es and au thority  o f  
responsib le  bodies. T he g rea test advancem ent, how ever, w ould  be achieved  i f  the 
experim ental resu lts o f  overseas bod ies fo rced  the  U n iversities  to  undertake  
ex tensive research  them selves. In  the  m ean tim e the sm all g roups o f  w orkers 
already  function ing  are, desp ite  the general stu ltify ing  apathy, push ing  ahead their 
researches w ith  earnestness and ingenuity .

1. T h e  n o te s  a re  n o t  c la im e d  to  h e  c o m p le te  b u t  do  r e p r e s e n t  th e  r e s u l t  o f fa ir ly  e x te n s iv e  e n q u ir ie s .  

D e ta ils  o n  R o b in  T illy a rd  c a n  b e  fo u n d  in  P s y p io n e e r -n e w s le t te r  v o lu m e  1. No. 19 p a g e  2 3 3 .

http://www.woodlandwav.orq/PDF/19.PSYPIONEERfoundedbvLesliePrice.pdf

TWENTY QUESTIONS ANSWERED

R eaders will recall that to  m ark the tw entieth  issue o f  the P ioneer (D ecem ber 2005), 
w e offered a short quiz. There w ere tw enty  questions w hose answers could be found 
in the successive issues o f  the new sletter. H ere they are again, w ith the answers, and 
some com m ents.

1) W hich SPR founder is om itted from  the SPR web site?

E dm und  D aw son Rogers. The Society w as his idea, but he w as no t a  university man, 
so he has been e lim inated  fro m  SP R  pub lic ity  material.

2) W hich Prim e M inister belonged to  the Lyceum ?

A lfred D ea k in  o f  A ustra lia  h a d  been a  Lyceum ist as yo u n g  man, though his beliefs 
h a d  becom e w ider by the time he became prem ier.

3) W here w as the Spiritual B rotherhood located?

K eighley in Yorkshire. I t  w as no t then a  church, so claim s that it is the oldest 
Spiritualist church in E ngland are true only up to a  point.

4) W ho edited H erald o f  Progress?
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Andrew Jackson Davis in New York. Do any copies survive in England?

5) W ho responded coolly to  the A ustralian phenom ena o f  G eorge Spriggs?

Emma Hardinge Britten. It is moot point whether she thought he was not genuine, or 
she was just jealous. However, i f  she did not believe in someone (like the Eddys?) she 
was more likely to ignore them in her history.

6) H ow  m any m edium s are involved in the longest running project in psychical 
research?

None. It is Ian Stevenson’s investigation o f children who remember previous lives, 
begun over forty years ago. That’s longer than the Cross-Correspondences.

7) W hich bachelor m edium  w as w rongly accused o f  m atrim ony in the N ew  
D ictionary o f  N ational B iography?

Stainton Moses. We understand the error has been corrected in the latest electronic 
version, but most libraries will be using the paper edition a century hence.

8) W hich daughter o f  A rthur Conan D oyle has been virtually ignored by 
biographers?

Mary from his first marriage. The nicest member o f the family, through the Psychic 
Bookshop she met Edwin Butler, the early supporter o f the Psypioneer Project who 
passed in October 2005.

9) W ho said “ Y ou supply the faith - w e will find the m oney”

The guide Red Cloud, in relation to the proposed new newspaper “Psychic News.” 
This raises another question. To quote the compiler o f a 1938 book “Red Cloud 
Speaks” - “Who Red Cloud really is, I  do not know. He manifests in the spirit body of 
an Indian, but that I  am sure is in turn only the instrument o f a higher spirit beyond.”

10) W hich Irish m edium  founded an international research organisation?

Eileen Garrett founded the Parapsychology Foundation, whose impact could be seen 
in articles by Dr Carlos Alvarado in issue 20, The PF now has the most influential 
Lyceum in the world -  i t ’s a Lyceum, but not as A.J. Davis would know it.

11) W ho w as the first m edium  to w ork professionally in London?

Mrs Hayden from America. Her fees were very high.

12) W ho w as w oken up by raps at the Fox house in H ydesville a year before the 
Fox fam ily m oved in?

Mr and Mrs Weekman. This might suggest the house was haunted.
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13) W ho predicted there w ould be no w ar for the next decade at least -  in Spring 
1939?

F rank  Blake, S N U  president. P erhaps his guide rea d  the D aily  Express.

14) W ho first spoke o f  healers on the BBC radio?

P ossib ly Rev. John Pearce-H iggins, though excavations a t the sou n d  archives o f  
B roadcasting  H ouse m ight correct this. Spiritualism  in genera l h a d  fea tu re d  before.

15 and 16) W hich clairvoyant appeared before Q ueen Victoria, and w ho w as her 
partner?

G eorgiana E agle a n d  her fa th e r  George. They w ere w ell-know n stage magicians.

17) W ho w as the first research officer o f  the International Institute for Psychical 
Research, as it w as originally called?

Professor Fraser-H arris, though N andor F odor soon took over the position.

18) W hich A ntipodean group celebrated the building o f  their new  hall w ith a 
concert and a social in 1900?

W ellington A ssociation o f  Spiritualists, N ew  Zealand.

19) W hose thum b print w as not as claimed?

Walter, the sp irit brother o f  the m edium  M argery. The p r in t w as o f  her dentist.

20) O f w hich organisation w as M rs R ose Cham pion de C respigny the leader at her 
death?

B ritish  College o f  Psychic Science. N o t to be confused  w ith  the post-w ar College o f  
Psychic Science, even though M u rie l H ankey w orked  fo r  both.
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Notes by the way

C L A IR V O Y A N C E  A N D  P O L IT IC S

D r R udo lf Steiner (1861- 1925), founder o f  A nthroposophy, w as one o f  the m ost 
influential clairvoyants o f  the tw entieth  century, and regarded by m any as an initiate. 
H e w as deeply unim pressed by Spiritualism , as he m ade clear in his lectures on “True 
and False Paths in Spiritual Investigation.” It w ould be interesting to  com pare him 
w ith his clairvoyant contem porary, C.W. Leadbeater, w ho largely rem ained w ithin the 
Theosophical Society.

One o f  the great issues on w hich the tw o clairvoyants differed w as their attitude to  the 
Christian revelation. B ut there w as another issue o f  a grave nature - the G reat W ar o f 
1914-18.

As an intellectual in the Central Pow ers (w hether an A ustrian or G erm an) D r Steiner 
had to  take a v iew  o f  events. M any, like the supposedly liberal theologian A do lf von 
H arnack, w holeheartedly supported the Kaiser.

B ut A ustria had helped precipitate the w ar by a punitive ultim atum  to Serbia.
G erm any had invaded the neutral Belgium , and even in the opening w eeks com m itted 
appalling atrocities against civilians.

In B ritain  and Am erica, the current Iraq  w ar rem inds us that intellectuals can criticise 
governm ents. A t some personal inconvenience, D r Steiner could have to ld  his fellow  
subjects that they had done terrible wrong. H e could even, like the prophet Jerem iah, 
have told them  they w ould lose. Four em pires w ere destroyed by the w ar (Russian, 
Ottom an, Germ an, A ustro-H ungarian) and the tw entieth  century w as blighted. It w as 
one o f  the great m oral issues o f  his time.

Instead he told them  they had been conspired against. This already flourishing popular 
b e lie f w as greatly intensified by the Germ an defeat in 1918. Steiner spoke darkly (for 
exam ple in “ K arm a o f  U ntruthfulness”) o f  A nglo- A m erican brotherhoods that 
sought dom ination over m ankind. T hey  had m anipulated events to bring into being 
about the G reat W ar, he argued, and th ey  had also m asterm inded the B olshevik 
Revolution.

D r Steiner w as in no w ay sym pathetic to  racism  or nazism , but did he m iss an 
opportunity to  speak out about the sin o f  the G erm an-speaking nations in the Great 
W ar? D id he contribute to  their feeling o f  victim hood, w hich helped lead to a further 
war, w ith even w orse atrocities? D id he support that G erm an b e lie f in conspiracy 
w hich persisted until 1945?
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The A ustralian N ew  D aw n (w w w .new daw nm agazine.com ) repeated D r S teiner’s 
theory in its issue o f  N ovem ber-D ecem ber 2004 (see the article on their w eb site by 
Sevak G ulbekian “ B rothers o f  the Shadows- a perspective on Conspiracies.”) It 
w ould be interesting to  learn o f  any A nthroposophist w ho has ever suggested that D r 
S teiner’s soft-peddling o f  G erm an m isdoings in the w ar w as itse lf w rong in any way.

W hatever, your view s, here is an exam ple o f  a psychic pioneer deeply im plicated in 
the events o f  the age.

Leslie Price

H ow  to obtain this N ew sletter

T he  P sy p io n ee r n ew sle tte r  is a t  p re se n t av a ilab le , com plete  w ith  all b a c k  issues 
on th e  w eb  site  w w w .w ood landw ay .o rg  a n d  w e a re  g rea tly  in d eb ted  to  o u r  
A u s tra lia n  frie n d s  fo r  h o sting  a n d  p o sting  th is  N ew sle tte r. Y ou  can  o b ta in  it free  
a n d  d ire c t by  send ing  an  e-m ail en titled  “ S u b sc rib e ” to  psypioneersub@ aol.com  
o r  “ U n su b sc rib e ” to  d iscon tinue .

To c o n ta c t P sy p io n ee r p lease e-m ail. Psypioneer@ aol.com  

Paul J. Gaunt.
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