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**MESMERISM IN <THE ZOIST.'
 To the Bditor of the Provincial Medical and Surgical Journal.

¢ Sir,—The April oumber of The Zoist comtains sowe smusing remances,
and also gome challenges to the common sense members of the medical profession ;
there is also & long letter from Professor Gregory, in which the celebrated bank.
note development is mentioned, nna its failure—very consistently wilh meameriem,
evaded, Now, to thin gentlerman I wrote some time bock a very civil note, en.
clesing my card in on envelope, sod requesting it might be read by aome member
of his Reichenbach Inatitute, but no notiee has been taken of it, and no current
of Odyle bas flowed from the north to the south. T regret thie, for 1 think it is
high time to test this infirmify of the human brain, *mind* I cannot call it; and
I reside in a part of the world where there are several megniloquent mesmerista,
bat I capnot put faith either in their doctrines or experiments. T bave seen the
seme performed by professed ronjurors, whe tell you at once they mean to cheat
yom,
* Yours obediently,
“E. B."”
Provincial Medical and Surgice! Journal, May 26, 1852. Joint Editors,
W. H. Raxxinag, MDD, Norwich, & J. H. Warsee, Esg., F.R.C.5,, Worcester,*

* No wounder that this twaddling correspondent is sshsmed of disclosing his
name. What must be his moral sense when, without a shadow of proof, be
anonymowsly accuses men of character, who beldly declare their names, of ro-
muneing, in other words, lying, and of cheating, and as much a3 pronounces them
imbecile or mad. I never heerd of the Reichenbach Imstitute. Dr, Gregory
could mot condescend to notice bis ¥ very civil note:” and it would have been to
the credit of Dr. Banking and Mr. Walshe if they bad not insetfed his snony-
mous “ very civil” communication.

The April Number containa facts of as high importance end a3 well vari.
fied as nny in the annsls of medicine sod surgery,—cores which sbundant ordi.

YOL. X. ]
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SECOND PART.

Of Ancethesia (absence of feeling) and Amyosthenia (absence
of motility) in Nervous Affections.

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS.

SENSIBILITY ! aNRSTHESIA.—When we strike any very
remote part, as the sole of the foot, with a rule or other hard
substance, there is instantly a sensation of the contact of the
fnstrument : but any pain which may be produced does not
oceur till & moment afterwards. The interval between the
two sensations of fouch and pain is much more marked if the
temperature of the foot happens to be below the ordinary
degree. Many have experienced this double sensation when
they have cut a finger with a penknife : and many are able to
recollect that the sensation of the cold of the instrument
was felt distinctly before the pain, This would sufficiently
prove the propriety of the distinction between the sense of
touch and that of pain, did not numerous morbid pheno-
mena, some of which will hereafter be mentioned, also eata-
blish it.* Thus general sensibility is composed of two kinds
of sensibility, perfectly diatinet in both health and disense.

Sensibility of touch : sensibilily of pain.

General sensibility is natural when both these are unim-
paired. Anesthesia occurs when, through some alteration in
them, impressions either do not reach the brain or produce
incomplete sensations in it.

Anzmsthesia (negation of sensibility) cither may occur in
one only of these iwo sensibilities, and then it always occurs
in the sensibility of pain; or, what is less usual, may affect
them both at once. In the first case it is termed analgesia
(negation of pain), and in the latter, anzsthesia {negation of
sensation). Ansligesia, or negation of pain, may vary from
dulness of the semse of pain uander one of the two stimula-
tions commoniy employed fo ascertain it,—pricking, pinch.
ing,~to its complete extinction under the most severe sur-
gical operations: but, when the sense of pain is extingnished,
the sense of touch is seldom, if ever, unimpsired, Abnmes.

nary measures had failed to effoct, and which we should be proud of, were we
oot thaukful for them. Dir. Motherwell, Mr. Mayhew, Mr. H. 8. Thompson,
Mr. Porker, Mr. Clement, a Clergymen of the Church of England, and Dr.
Ellictsgn, are not ashamed of their * romances:"” and the world will eatimate
these, though the HGUE COT dent and tbe editors of the Provincial
Jowurnal prefor derkness and dark conduct.—Jorx EvLrorsa.

* This phencmencn was explained and detailed at full length in the Archmu
Générales de Médecine of 1848, by Dr. Beau, Ansocisted Profi of Med
of the Fncnlty af Paris.
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thesia always follows analgesia, of which it is only the second
degree ; unless, what is very uncommon, it takes place at the
same time. It comprises, therefore, an apprecisble diminu-
tion of both the sensibility of pain and the sensibility of touch
op to a complete extinction of geuneral sensibility: so that
a limb, for example, may become in this respect like s com-
pletely foreign, and in some measure a superadded, substance,
which may be barnt, torn, and deeply wounded without the
patient being aware of it except by his sight; and, if his eyes
are bandaged, and the insensible limb is removed from its
previons position, he would have the greatest difficulty in
finding it with one of his hands that was free.

Analgesia and anmsthesia invariably proceed almost uni-
formly in the same region from the superficial to the deep
parts. Instead of diffusing themselves and spreading conm-
tinuously like an inflammation, they leave, unless they have
become genersl, not only eurfaces completely semsible be-
tween the insensible portions, but poinis even extremely
sensgible by the side of othera which are insensible,

They affect every part of the body that is accessible to our
examination ; and, no doubt, may penetrate to every organ
which receives nerves of sensation. They are observed first
in the upper extremities, on the outer part of the fore-arm ;
much less frequently in the legs; and stil} less frequently in
the trunk : we have never seen them commence in the muo.
cous membranes,

Either may exist in a vertical (right or left) half of the
system, or one may exist in each balf (hemi-analgesia, or
hemi-an@sthesia, vimple or crossed) : and either may exist in
a traneverse (upper or lower) half of the system (paranalgesia,
or parengsthesia) : but the most common occurrence is an
analgesia or anwmsthesia of thg two arms, and it is usually
greater in the left. From the arms the insensibility extends
to the legs, especially to the right: but then, if the trunk
aod mucous membranes had escaped, these soon become
affected. The face is generally implicated otill later. There
is sensibility of pain or of touch at the second fime of prick-
ing,~—when the pin, after having been introduced vertically, is
pushed onwards horizontally till its point is driven out at the
skin and gives evidonce of one or the other of these two
sensibilities, although, af the deginning of the trial, in pass-
ing progressively from anmsthesia to some remains of sensi-
bility, it had not given any such evidence.

Anmsthesia has a tendency to become general ; but does
not spread to certain spots till the nervous disease which gave
rise to it has steadily incrensed for a length of tin;e. These

L]
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spots are, 1. The pit of the slomach: 2. The lower angles of
the shoulder-blades : 3. The soles and pailms.

The ESSENTIAL CHARACTERS OP ANZSTHESIA 4T€ :—Aan eX-
treme mobility, which is equalled by the disease only,—hys-
teria, hypochondriasis, &c.,—of which it is 2 symptom ; to
proceed from different portions of the surface to the centre;
to affect most frequently but one division of sensibility ; usually
to present deficiencies or anomalies which prevent us from
referring it to any organic affection ; to coexist with a collec-
tion of symptoms the course of which, as we shall presently
see, it measures and regulates in conjunction with another
sign—amyosthenia (absence of muscular power), aud to par-
ticipate with amyosthenia in the very remarkable property of
disappearing entirely under the influence of the repeated ap-
plication of certain metals.

Physiological consequences of analgesic and anasthesia.

Notwithstanding some exceptions which are cited and
appear of little value or to be ill-founded, it is the general
rule that the complefe aualgesia of an organ appeers almost
entirely to destroy its impressibility and to deprive it of all
sensibility of the quality of agents, mechsanical and natural,
capable of producing pleasure and pain init. Thuosin themu-
cous and other membranes, the various senses of taste, smell,
sight, and hearing, even the feeling of the natural wants,—
micturition, defecation, &c.,—which reside in it, cease: and
thus in the skin, mechanical stimulants of all kinds, and che-
mical stimulants of all kinds, such as electricity, heat, cold,
dryness, moisture, &ec., have no longer any influence upon
the brain. There remains only a very vague sernse of contact,
giving nearly the same sensation from all bodies with the
same extent of surface in coaotact, which sensation serves no
other purpose, if we may so speak, than to warm the eyes,
and disappears, in its turn, into complete anmsthesia, after
which nothing remains. The loss or alteration of certain
functions, those of the uterus, for instance, ordinarily arises
from no other cause.

Pathological consequences,

Every part in which there is very decided ansmsthesia ge-
nerally presents a considerable reduction of temperature and
8 very considerable diminution of the superficial circulation,
80 that even deep punctures cause in most instances little or
no blood to escape, or even remain white instead of becoming
red : sometimes a complete snppression of transpiration that
in mervous patients occasions abundant renal secretion: and
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excessive sweating, frequently noticed in the extremities and
other parts which still retain their sensibility.

Precautions lo be vhserved in examining the sensibilily.

Every examination ought to be made, as far as possible,
without the patient’s notice; and, before the pin is em-
ployed, it is prudent to give the patient a little lesson upon
the difference between the semsibility of pain and the sensi-
bility of touch, with the view of preventing him, avd espe-
cially females, from crying out, through habit or the desire of
exciting attention, when 1n simple snalgesia they find them-
selves pricked.

Generally, in delicate examinations, not to employ metaliic
plates and wires, excepting, however, the pin, and we prefer
one of platinum ; and to take care that the spot to be exammined
has not been in contact, s few momeats previously, with auy
metallic surface, as a bath, a bar of iron, &e. ;—always to
remember that an analgesia, or even a slight anasthesia, may
be suspended for a moment under strong excitement, and
therefore to regulate the pin according to the presumed depth
of the anxsthesia ;—to examine the superficial parts first, be-
cause, if the skin outside, for example, iz sensible, the other
parts are equally so;—in all cases to employ both pioching
and pricking, sicce many facts have proved that both are
necessary to enable us to ascertain whether the sensibility is
natural ;—never, unless in exceptional cases and for the pur-
pose of farther information, to employ agents, such as heat
or cold, the action of which we cannot limit ;~—never to pro-
nounce avmsthesia to be complete till there is no longer any
sensation of pain or touch, either on sharply pinching the
skin which lies, in the form of a wedge, between the thumb
and forefinger, or on pricking, whether at the second period
of the puncture or when loug acupuncture necdles are plunged
into the substance of muscles, In the case of mucous mem-
branes, to employ both pricking and tickling alternatively,
and then to employ irritants capable of exciting both pam
and the peculiar sense which is supposed to be affected.

MoTivLrry: AMyosTHENLA.—Motility (the power of moving)
also undergoes in some nervous affections changes which are
not less frequent and not less important to be kuown than
those of seusibility, and which the metallo-therapia (metal-
curc) requires us to exumine with accuracy. For this purpose,
and to avoid all the very imperfect modes of estimating mus-
cular force, Dr. Burg has constructed the following dynamo-
moter :(—
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The instrument is represented of its true size. CCisa
steel circle 6 centimetres in diswmeter, and 1 centimetre
broad, formed of seven or eight turns of good watch-spring.
PP, steel handles with a surface calculated for the easy appli-
cation of the band, and hollowed helow sufficiently to receive
the greater part of the turns of the spring accurately. A
channel is formed by this groove and a steel neck, against
which on one side ends a supporting stem F, and on the other
a rack M: and all is rendered firm by two strong screws
VV at the extremities of one of the diameters of the in-
strument.

The mechanism is rendered perfect, 1. By a pinion with
very fine teeth, its circumference being exactly equal to the dif-
ference of the two internal diameters MF of the circle, as at
rest or subjected to the strongest pressure—80 kilogr.—which
it is able to measure. 2. Bya dial, divided into eighty parts,
and fixed, as well as the cog, upon a part of the diameter
VV, but at such a distance from the centre of the larger
cirele that ita rim on the side M can never touch the spring.
3. By two indices: one, A, always retorning to the point O,
and the other, B, or the slider, always moving with the former,
and remaining where it was drawn, to leave the degree of
pressure notified.

The instrument is grasped at the handles as forcibly as

1
L )'\.'
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possible : and, if the full expression of the muscular power ia
not obtained at the first trial, 'a second, or at any rate a third,
i:;l aure to give it, if a few minutes rest is allowed between
them.

The muscolar power measured in healthy men with this
instrament gives a mean of from 55 to 60 kilogrames for the
right hand ; and of from 45 to 50 for the left: in women of
from 35 to 40 for the right hand, and of from 25 to 30 for
the left. (A French kilograme is about 2 English pounds.)
These figures, however, not being absolute, the true indica-
tions of the dynamometer cannot be thoroughly appreciated
before some practice with the instrament, Besides, we must
remember that, in almost every cese where the motility was
natural, whatever the numbers of kilogrames furnished by
the right or left hand respectively with as strong an effort
as possible, there was constantly a difference of about 8 in
favour of the right hand. Whenever, therefore, in the exa-
mination there is nearly equality between the two, thia
is almost a certain sign of amyosthenia. This equality will
be cerfain whenever the motility, as ascertained by the dyna-
mometer, is below the power presumed from the volume of
the muscles, their rigidity, habitual exercise, the moment
{position of the arm) of their action, and the general condi-
tion of the individual, 'We shall apply this expression equally
to all the dimioutions of visceral coumtraction that are so
frequent and often so ocbatinate in npervous diseases, and
shall reserve the term paralysis for all the cases in which
amyosthenia, wherever situated, becomes the dominant symp-
tom of the disease from its fixedness, its depth, and its im-
mediate combinations.

Amyosthenia varies, according to a number of circum-
stances the effects of which are appreciable with the dynamo-
meter, from some kilogrames to 30, 40, or even 50. Thus
motility may descend to O kilograme, and complete paralysis
exist: or it may experience so slight a diminution—5 or 10
kilogrames, that this may pot have been noticed before the
cure,

Amyosthenia is observed in the same conditions and quite
as often as anmsthesia. Like the latter, it may be absent or
may attack one limb only. When the two are combined,
amyosthenin generally begins the first. It begins in the
lower extremities more frequently than anmsthesia: and, in
a certain number of cases, it attacks them more than the
upper extremities. Contrarily to an®sthesia, it is greater 70
or 80 times ont of 100 in the right arm thao in the left; and
afterwards attacks the left leg (cross hemi-amyosthenia).
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Its essential characteristics are nearly the same as those of
anmsthesia, But it is less fugitive, and has a tendency to
permanence, from which there may be some difficulty in
the diagnosis and more or less resistance to the metallic
treatment.

DR. BUHQ’S DOCTHINE OF NERVOUS APFECTIONS.

“ All nervous diseases, we do not say,” writes Dr. Burg,
* all nervous symptoms, as for instance the cramps of cholera,
viewed io reference to sensibility and wotility, may be ar-
ranged in two very distinet classes :—

“1. Nervous diseases, which, like epilepsy and chorea,”
(8t. Vitug’s dance,)  appear never o present of themselves the
conlinued phenomena of anesihesia and amyosthenia.

2. Nervous affections, which, like hysteria, hypochon-
driasis, the preater part of spasms and neuralgias (gastro-
dynia, migraine),” {sick or nervous head-ache,) * sciatica, &e.,
palpitation of the heart, fits of pervous asthma, habitual
cramps of the Jimbs, &c., present almost always, if nof al-
ways, one or ofher of these symploms, and most frequently botk,
continuously. ¥

“On the other hand, if we carcfully examine the symp-
toms of the latter class of nervous diseases, those alone which
we are desirous of considering at present, we shall find that,
in spite of their inexhaustible variety, they may all be ar-
ranged in two very distinct groups.

* 1. Symploms referrible lo a simple increase or exaggera-
tion of the sensuous, motor, circulatory, calorifie, secretory,
functions or properties of an organ, aud which, on this ac-
count, we will call positive, sthenic,” (with strength.}) * Spasm
and neuralgia hold the first rank,

“2. Symplome referrible, on the contrary, lo a diminulion
or even an annikilation of the same functions or properties,
and which, in opposition to the preceding, we will term nega-
tive or asthenic’” (without strength).

“In the first rank of the second group are anesthcsia
and amyosthenia. The symptoms which result from a dis-
turbance of the circulatory and other functions, such as ame-
norrhee, take place subsequeutly.

“All the diseases of the second class appenr to us to be
but one affection, varying in degree and form according to
certain circumstances, but springing from a common source,
and requiring fundamentally the same treatment : and, on in-

* “ Almost s)] that we lave written of the second class of nervous disesses
is cqually applicable to a great number of the forms of curable insanity.”
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specting our registers, the following are the laws which we
have Jearnt from scrupulouns and multiplied observation.

““ Whatever be the cause and commencement of the nerv-
ous affection, disturbances of sensibility and motility appear
almost as soon as any of the positive symptoms take place.

“ Considerad separately, anwesthesia’™ (loss of feeling) “ and
amyosthenia’ (loss of muscolar power) * are neither constant
nor continuouns, but become so when regarded as only one
symplom,

“More than 150 patients have furnished scarcely an ex-
ception to this law. However, an exception may occur: but
such a case will generally be of short duration and the result
of 2 negstive condition of the uterns or some other important
organ, unless it be a fugifive effect of a highly nervous tem.
perament.

“There is a constant proportion between the degree of
this symptom and the intensity, frequency, and continuous-
ness of the positive or sthenic phenomena. e erceptions
are ay rare as even ils absence: but the sum of these ia in-
dicated by the sum only of all the negative or asthenic
symptoms wherever they be situated.

" There is, perhaps, in all disease no other symptom of
such importance as anmsthesia and amyosthenia, Whether
they be the cause or effect of positive phenomena, they never
take place with \mpunity. They follow all the phases of the
disease, increase or diminish in the same proportion with it,
do not disappear before its last symptom, and remain absent
as long only as the cure contioues, In this respect, zs well
as in respect of all the information and indications which it
furnishes, there is so much resemblance between this symp-
tom and the pulse of inflammation that we do not hesitate
to regard it figuralively as the true pulse of all nervous dis-
enses of the second class, that every prudent practitioner will
examine as often as the pulse itself. The information which
it furnishes is very accurate, and sometimes more to be de-
pended upon than the answers of the patient that it really
makes unoecessary. Thus, if the anwmsthesia or amyosthenia
is increased, though the patient may perhaps be conscious
of no change, we may expoct some fresh attack : unless, what
scldom happens, the increase arises from the cessation ooly
of some negative symptoms which it will take the place of.

“It is abrolutely impossible in the treatment of nervous
discases of the second class to treat one or other of the symp-
toms efficaciously without operating equally upon the others:
and all curative measures, whether by medicines, regimen, or
of other kinds, musf, in order to cure the disease, have a
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direct, or remote, bul certain, action upon the anmsthesia or
amyosthenia, or they will be of no use, though they may not
prevent the spontaneous cure.”’*

But how Eg angesthesia and amyosthenia play so importaot
a part,—a part completely unnoticed hitherto, 1n those affec-
tiona which are so varied, so obstinate, so often regarded as
hopeless by hoth patieat and physician, and which Dr. Burg
has placed in his second class of nervoua dizeeses 7+

After having atated that nervous affections are the sad lot
of persons especially whe move in the world, that is to say,
of persons who exercise their motility and external sensibility
the least; and after having endeavoured to prove that the
greater number of circumstances which have been justly con-
sidered to produce them are precisely all those which nsually
have the greatest tendency to weaken these two properties, and
unfortunately to displace the nervous principle which presides
over their action and to remove it to cther organs in which,
after the period of excitement, it speedily becomes a canse
of disorder,—Dr. Burq reviews the different opinions respect-
ing a nervous force or fluid circulating in the nerves almost
in the same manner as the blood circulates in the blood-
vesgels. Then, fortified with the authority given to the, at
any rate reasonable, supposition of this circulation by the
names of Galvani, Cuvier, Matteuci, Dubois Raymound, &c.,
&c., he fully adopts the definition of anzsthesia given in the
great Diclionary of the Medical Sciences (60 vol.} in the fol-
lowing words :—

“ Anwmsthesia is commonly the result of a suspension of
the action of the nervous fluid which goes to different parts

* In & recent letter read to the Academies {Garzedte Mddicals, July, 1852,
New Application of the Metals lo the study and treatment qf Chipresin), Dr,
Burq hes endeavoured to shew that preparations of iron which might throw the
greatest doabt upon his view act precisely in this manner and on this account
only in chlorosis {the pale discase of young women) and the numarous nervous
affeetions which it accompanies, whereas their direct action wpon Aemalforine {(in
improviog the quality of the blood} is purely imaginary.,

‘We know alse that Dr, Burg is writing & fresh work, with the last passagea
from his Theais 12 an epigraph : * In reviewing all the varioue external and in-
tornal means employed with unquestionable success from the time of Hippocrates
in nervooa affections, he will endeavaur to prove that ell, withoul excepiing mes.
meriem, bove succeeded solely through their action upon the negative symptoms.”

+ On the DIFPEBENTIAL DiaaNos1a {method of distingmishing) of nervous
diseases, he remarks alap, ' The conatancy and coatinmousness of anesthesia or
amyosthenia, their erratic character and anomalies, the invasion of snalgesia
first nnd then of aneestheais on the sarface and in portions of it, the constant
relation between these two symptoms and all the positive phenomena of the nerv.
vas affection, the posaibility of generally removing them by the application of
metals, and #$ill more the antecedents snd the external circumatances of the
patient, are almost always sufficient to distingeizh these affections of the sccond
clzzs from all others whish might be confounded with them.'
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of the body.” This definition of mnsmsthesia the author na-
turally extenda to amyosthenia, and to ali the other gathenic
(without strength) phenomena ; and afterwards thus expresses
himself :—* The nerves, being unable to act of themselves,
or mechanically, as Cuvier aays, draw from the vast reservoir
from which they spring a power, a snbtle fiwid, nervous or
whatever else, no wmatter what name we give it, prodably a
modification of electricity, coilected, no doubt, by the gan-
glionic nerves at every point where the chemical and physical
phenomensa take place which support life,* elaborated perbaps
in the ganglions, and transported from them slong the same
ways by which it had reached them, in the centre of the ence-
phalo-spinal canal,” (the capal in the brain and spinal
marrow,) *for the purpose of being distributed automatically
by the nerves of emotion,—of the great aympathetic, and by
the brain itself, and voluntarily by the nerves of motion.

“The production of this fluid may slacken without serious
inconvenience. But, for the maintenance of the harmony of
the functions, its production must never exceed its expendi-
ture, that is, the natural expenditure; for, as scon as from
any cause, from the nerves of emotion, or those of the uterus,
. stomach, or some other important organ, having lost in part
or altogether their conducting power, it becomes excessive,
there presently takes place a nervous plethora, which from its
intensity and the infinite number of nerves becomes the source
of numerous and serions disturbances.

At first there is a mere head-ache returning periodically :
one or several spots are attacked with neuraligia: paipitations
oceur by day or cramps in the evening, and, being both cause
and effect, they soon occasion farther derangement in the
distribution of the nervous fluid, and accustom it to distri-
bute itself more among certain nerves than others.

“ Next, when the asthenic” {withount strength} “phenomena
have made fresh progress, cramps and head-aches are not, sufe
ficient for compensation, and therefore more serious disorders
arise. Then the intensity of the first constantly increases, and
at length, the sthenic” (with strength) ¢ derivation, after having
attacked several parts successfully, being no longer sufficient,
the slightest cause, the slightest pretext, (and even sometimes
we can discover no cause or pretext at all), is capable of
making it rush violently upon all the nerves at once, and pro-
duce one of those violent attacks which may last from oxue
to several days. ‘

¥ ¢ When a drop of water on the sarface of the earth avaporates, when the
sap nocenda and circniates in s vegetable, electricity occurs: is it poseible that
this is not the case also in 211 the cotnplicated operations of our oxisteoce **
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**In thia state, if you have not an armature at hand, or
some other agent capable of acting directly upon and drawing
off from the nervous system, do not attempt to arrest the
symptoms by palliative measures. This would be & loss of
time. What would be the use of attacking the affection if
you leave the causes untouched ?

*On the contrary, allow the patient to plunge and com.
tort herself to the utwost; allow the pelvis to make all the
expulsory movements which are rendered necessary by the
great nervous affiur to the uterus ; allow the play of the lungs
and of all their muscles to disperse the enormous quantity of
nervous influence acenmulated in them ;—and all will soon
be over,

“When the attack is over, employ the best means in your
Eower, metallic plates, baths, gymnastic exercises, &c., to

ring back the sensibility which has been diminished or de-
stroyed, and to re-establish the functions of the uterus and
stomach, intestines, bladder, organs of the senses, respiration
and voice.

“In short, put an end as quickly as possible to all the
negative symploms; and, when you have aceomplished what
was nature’s object iu these disturbances,—have re-established,
30 to speak, the equilibrinm between the receipts and expen-
diture of innervation,—you will have done almost all that is
necessary for the cure.

“ 8ydenham was quite right when he said in his Treafise
upon Hysteria: ‘1 think that what is termed hysterical affec-
tion is women and hypochondriasis in men, and in general
the vapors, proceed from a disorder or irregular movemen! of
the animal spirils, which, streaming tmpetuously and in exces-
#ive guantily to one part or other, produces spasms or even pain
when the part happens lo be endued wilh exquisite sensibilily,
and disturbs the functions of the organs, both those which they
leave and those (o which they flow, each being of necessify much
infured by this unegual distribution of the animal spirifs that
iz contrary to the laws of the animal economy.

“1f Galvani had lived a century earlier, Sydenbam would
have expressed himself differently, and this illustrious physi-
cian, who understood hysteria so well, would have left little
room for improvement in its treatment

“ coNcLUSIONS aND TREATMENT (metallo-therapia).

“1. Hysteria, hypochondnasis, the majority of spasms
and neuralgias, or visceralgias, and, we may add by antici-
pation, even a certain number of forms of insanity, are only
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one and the same affection differently manifested, but every
form of which, however diversified, arises from a defect of
equilibrium between the healthy production and expenditure
of the nervous influence.

“II. Only two kinds of symptoms constitute them; 1.
Negative symptoms.  We should like to call them anervous,
arising from the more or less complete absence of the nervous
element in the organs which display them. 2. Pasitive symp-
toms (hypernervous), which result on the contrary from an
excessive nervous afflux.  Fach has a necessary effect upon
the other, and rcason and experience agree 1 shewing that
it is impossible to act successfully npon the second without
gxertiog the same action upon the firet. 3. Ansesthesia and
amyosthenia, occupying the highest place nmong the negative
symptoms, may cousequently be regarded as a sor! of fouch-
slone of the disease calenlafed to point vut the most suilnble
means of cure. llence we arvive at this conclusion, extreme
in every point of view,—

“That, a nervous affection with anesthesia and emyosthenia
being given, all the treatment consists in discovering an agent
or means, whatever they may be, (mesmerism, haths, gym-
nastic exercises, metals emploved interoally or externally,
&c.,) capabie of brirging back the sensibility and motility to
the healthy state,

“4. The best agent known, the action of which almost
pever fails, is a metal which iz a good conductor of electri-
city ; and that, according to certain affinities still n mystery
to us, is in some cases copper, in others steel, in others
silver, gold, &ec.

“ Selection of the Metal,

“To select the metal proper in an individual case, we
must be provided with an exploring box, containing,

“1. A dynamometer:

“2. From twenty-four to forty little plates of all sorts of
metals, pure or alloyed:

“3. Some pins of platinum and steel.

“QOn visiting the putient, we must first carefully ascertain
the state of the sensibility sud motility: then apply succes-
sively one or more of the little plates, beginning with those
of copper or steel, upon the parts where the sensibility is
most defective, and, what is stil] better, aronnd the fingers
if their sensibility is at all impaired, till we arrive nt n metal
which vestores it: next put on a ring of this metal ten or fif-
teen centimetres* broad, large enough to surround cue of the

* A pentinotee is rother more then e thivd of an inch.
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limbs which is both ansesthetic and smyosthenic: and if, after
it has been applied some hours (an hour or two is genmerally
sufficient), all the phenomena,* except fatigne which certainly
eannot result from so small a surface, that we ought to expect,
take place, and if the sensidilify and molility have decidedly
come back, we have only to construct a general armature com-

) * Dr. Burg han fully detailed these phenomensa in his letter to the Academy of
Sciencen (February dth, 1850), Upon fAe Paysiological and Therapeutic Effecis
of Melailic Armaiures, They ere a pense of TiNcLING on fhe anatthetic nur-
JSace, Hrar, SwearTiNg, and Iastly m very remarksble sense of FaTioos,—-a
symptom more than sofficient to prove the subtraction of nervous energy, and
always proporticnata to the degree of the employment of the metal,~—of its sar-
face and the duration of its application.— Garefte Médicals, Fevrier, 1850,

[} 1
) .
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posed of two large rings for each limb and of two large plates
for the trunk, and a crown for the forehead if it is desirable
to act upon the head.*

“The patient should put them on st bed-time, and remain
thus armed for two, four, eight or ten houra, according to
the intensity of the effects desired.

“If the catamenia do not appear at their proper period,
and have beeu long abaent, a few partial applications of the
metals should first of all be made upon the abdomen and
lower extremities, and repeated almost invariably afterwards;
with the simple precaution, necessary for cases in which a
mistake has been made as to the proper metals rather than
for those in which the proper metal has been selected, of
warming the plates before they are used, by putting them
either under the bed-clothes or before a fire,

“This treatment alone, aided by some additional advice
as to the general management of the health by frequent
exercise, even of a gymnastic kind if this is rendered ne-
cessary to maintain the sensibility and strength which are
artificially produced by the metal; and, likewise, be it not
forgotten, by the removal of the causes which gave rise to
the disturbance of the distribution of nervous infinence, will
be sufficient, almost always, we dare not say more, to put a
speedy termination Zo the present nervous disease, unless, what
seldom happens, the metal loses its power,

“ If at a later period a relapse occurs, the patients, warned
this time by the state of the sensibility and motility that they
have learnt how to recognize, must at once repress the fresh
symptoms with the re-application of the same armature which
cured them before, or with the application of another metal
shonld the first have lost its power in the interval.”

After Dr. Burq had written these observations, slight
inconveniences or difficulties sometimes happened in the ap-
plication of the armatures.t To avoid these and obtain as

* On the left limbs, in the cut, the rings are single and their edges unitad by
sny simple means. On the right, they sre in two pieces, united by steel apringa,
which allow them to be opened and closed, and therefore to be applied very readily,

1 The greateat inconvenience arining fromw the metal being applied for & length
of time is » slight eroption, although in reality this is frequently s favourable
sign, 'We should endeavour to avoid it by wiping the metal of the armature
whenever it is soiled, just aa is dons with the most common utensils; by taking
care not to apply the metala too long at a time, especially on persens of & very
delicate skin ; or by spplying but one ring ta every limb, sometimes that of the
arm and leg, sometimea that of the fore-arm and thigh, Tf, ln spite of these pre-
csationw, & few pimples appear, the gkin must be protected from the metal by a
littled gummned taffeta or diachylon spread upon cloth, or by not applying the
metal on the same part for two or threo days. These precautions are especially
neceasary in femules when the parts of application ure those habituslly covered.
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much perfection as possible, he resolved to employ his syatem
under the form of corset-busks, slegant bracelets, collars and
chains for children, strigils, and rods for friction and kneading,
metallic poultices or wadding, and lastly of bathing vessels,
or of baths made with filings of copper or sieel; and the
latter have the advantage of being conveniently applied with-
out in general at all changing the habits of the patients.
All these objects are so arranged that the patients may employ
them in perfect safety, and without the necessity of previoua
examination of the effects of metals.

It now remains only for us to give proofs of the trath
and practical importance of the discovery which Mesmer ena-
bled Dr. Burq to make. They are so abundant that we
bardly know which to select. Different Parisian medical jour-
nals have published a large number of cases, But, in order
not to borrow more than a very few from Dr. Burq himself,
we will limit ourselves to thonse which have been collected in
the great hospitala by the house-pupils: many of the cases
having beea treated under the eyes of the committee of the
Academy, which, we have already said, was entrusted with
the examination of Dr. Burq's doctrine and treatment, and
which affirmed that oo medical noveity was ever made known
with greater authenticity and proofs.

VARIOUS NEUBRALGIAS.

Y. Vioslent Neuralgia of the back of the head and temple ; cured
with English steel.

[Prom the Gareite Medivale of Paris, Marchk, 1852,

Salneuve, honse-pupil of the hospital.

M. B, a merchant of Genos, was admitted on the first of
April, 1851, into the Maison Nationale de Santé, onder M.
Mounod. He is 48 years old, of a constitution which would
have been perfect but for long habita of intemperance, and
has never suffered from any severe disease, The only one
worth mentioning was a neuralgia similar to that under which
he labours at present, and under which four years since he
laboured for four months in a town of Transylvania.

A fews days ago, perhaps under the influence of au un-
usual excess in living, he was seized with viclent paine at the
surface of the left occipital region, darting to the front and
sides of the head. At first they were intermittent and tran-
sient, but to day have become very acute, and extend to all
the nerves of the occiput, forehead, and temples, and to the
left ear. The attack returns every evening about 8 o’clock,
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rapidly reaching its height, and continuing a great part of
the night, often till the physician’s visit the next day. The
pain is constant, but aggravated from time to time, Pressure
relieves it. If, what is unusual, it begins in the day, it
seldom lasts long,

Auntiperiodic medicines, opium, chloroform, even the
catheterism of the tympanum, having done no good, Dr.
Monod* turned the patient over to Dr. Burq on the 2nd of
April,

Eaploration.—Complete analgesia of both the fore-arms
under the pin,—a transverse puncture at the base of a large
fold of the skin is decidedly feit, yet causes but little pain:
on the contrary, these several parts are very semsible to the
least pinching. Sensibility natural in the palms and the
inner parts of the ends of the fingers. The lower extremities
and the trunk are also analgesic under the pin, but less than
the arm.

The compressing force exercised by the right arm is 26
kilogrames : by the left, 25 kilogr.

A large ring of English steel is put upon the right fore-
arm, one of copper upon the left fore-arm, and one of brass
upon the left calf.

After some winutes, tinglings, heat and perspiration under
the right bracelet : none under the others,

In balf an hour, the sensibility was nearly natural, and
the compression amounted to 87 kilogr., on the side where the
steel was placed: at the edge of the copper and brass the
sensibility waa the same as before, and compression on the
left side was 26 kilogr.

On the 23rd of April, at five in the worning, the same
exploring rings were put on the same places as the day before,
At the hour of the visit (8 a.m.) we found the sensibility
natural in the right arm: the compression of the right side
was 28 kilogr; a little later 33 :% on the left it remained at
27 ; then at 28.

* Dr. Monod, whoso name frequently mppears tn these cases of metallio
treatoent, has adopted it for all his private patients and those in the hospitsl.
Thia ia the more flattering to Dr. Burq, because Dr. Monod has an exceed-
ingly large practice and ia one of the most respected phyeiciana of Paris, und a
member of the Superior Coupcil of Hospitals, in which he represects the inte-
rests of his eolleagues,

1: It may appear strapge that the muscular force, which the day before wes
37 kilogr. after haif an hour's application of English steel, amounted the uext day
to only 28 ldlogr. after the application of the snme metal for five hours, But in
truth s period rormetimes arrives when the metal which really acts cavses a de-
pression of the force after having elevated it, so that, on a mbsequent examination,
this may be found greatly dimijnished. Nothing, seys Dr. Burg, is wors easy to
understand than this. We have only to cousider for » moment the probable, if

VOL, X, T
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24th, 26th. While a steel armature was arranging, Dr.
Burq, wishing to shew us that the succeas of the armature
was ascribable to the metal itself only, not, for example, to
imagination, applied a brass armature every night, taking
care to make promises to the patient that he informed us
privately would not be realized. The patient assured na every
day that he had suffered as much as on the previous nights,
and wished to have no more of a remedy which he said was
only an additional misery.

27th. This morning sensibility and muscular power have
declined to what they were before the examination. There
has been much pain in the night, The armature of English
stee] was given to him in the day, and in the evening, the pain
becoming as severe as ever, he applied it, The pains lessened
rapidly : at the end of half an hour they had nearly ceased,
and in an hour he was asleep.

28th. The patient was again examined with the rings on.
The part on which they were is all stained with rost. The
sensibility has returned everywhere, except on the right side
where it 1z still a little dull. After the application yeaterday
he felt a general tingling, a great heat, considerable perspira-
tion, and something like cramps in all his imbs. A feeling
of weariness this morning. The power is 28 kilogr. in the
right hand, and 26 in the left.

29th. A fresh application with the same success.

May 1st. This morning perfect sensibility ; good sleep.
Power, 41 kilogr. in the right hand ; 88 in the left.

3rd. M. B. has had no pain: eensibility is natoral : his
power has risen to 45 kilogr. on the right side, and 40 on the
left. He returns home,

Sarvevve, house-pupil to Dy, Monod.

NEUGRALGIA, HYFOCHONDRIASIS! CURED WITH COFPPER.

[ Gazette Médicale, March, 1852. Dr, Coffin, formerly
houge-papil of the bospital.

M. T., 48 years old, apparently of & sound constitution,
the possessor of a large fortune made in America, having
grown idle after a very active life, became the subject of indi-

not certain, action of the metal upon the nervous energy, to understand that the
latter, being exhagsted at the end of o certain time of ita application, es the
patient’s sensa of fatigue shewn, becomes insufficient to make the muscles con-
tract with all their energy. We have heard the author quote, ss one of the most
remarkable instances of this, the case of an artitlery man aoder the care of Dr,
Boudin at the Hpifal du Roule, and upon whom & copper armature, applied
for an intermittent fever, had been left & whole night, snd who the next
morning had scarcely strength enough to stand, Heoce the diminution of strength
that is otherwise but momentary wae a8 instructive ag itz increase.
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gestion and debility. Visiting Europe for amusement, he
had several attacks of neuralgia in his abdominal organs every
time he was in Paris, for which Dr. Monod was unltimately
consulted,

Sept. 20th. Various measures having failed, Dr. Monod
thoaght it right to apply the metals, and invited me in the
ahsence of Dr. Burg to aseist him in the metallic examina-
tion. The symploms were indigestion ; constipation; inter-
mittent pains at the pit of the stomach, shooting around the
trunk, and especially in the left iliac hollow; with a feeling
of counstriction at the lower part of the chest: also constant
pain at the back of the head, especislly in the morning ; al-
most incessant restlessness; strong melancholy views of his
own state of health. The sensibility of contact is perfect,
yet the external surface of the two arms ie but little sensible
to pricking; the internal aurface, especially of the left arm,
is more semsible: all the parts to which the sciatic nerve is
distributed are almost quite insensible on the left side; the
sensibility is only dull on the right side. The eensibility of
the whole trunk is unimpaired.

Thae patient complains of & great loss of strength: and, in
fact, the dynimometer shows 24 kilogr. on the left side, and
42 on the right.

Different metsals are tried : copper seems to act the most.
To make the selection with more accuracy, different varieties
of it are placed upon each of his limbs, In two hours, all
the rings had restored the sensibility in different degrees:
but in the right leg, where pure copper with no mixture of
zinc was applied, the sensibility seemed absolutely heightened.

21st. The experiment is repeated : but this time the ring
of pure copper 1a pnt upon the left leg. In a few moments
sensibility returns under all the rings, and on the left there
is almost an excess of sensibility, just as there was yesterday
on the right.

25th. A complete armature of pure copper is applied to-
night from 11 p.m. to 5 a.m.

26th. Sensibility in increased all over the body: there is
hardly any pain at the pit of the stomach or back of the
head

The dynamometer gives 52 kilogr. in the right hand, and
48 kilogr. in the left.

The armature is applied every night.

27th, Sensibility has returned everywhere: there iz no
pain. The })atient being in bed, the right hand gives 45
kilogr., the left 42 kilogr,

28th. State excellent ; vigour returned; digestion perfect :

T2
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8 wish to go out of doors. The right hand gives 80 kilogr,:

the left 50 kilogr.
Oct. 7th. At his departure, he had never been better in
his life,
’ Dr. Corrin *

HYPOCHONDRIABIB CURED WITHE BRABS IN PLATES,

{Gez. Méd., Paria, March, 1852. Dr, Liendon, housa-
pupil of tha hoapital.

March 16, 1851. M. 8., a merchant, 38 years old, was
received into the Maison de Santé. He appeared strong and
healthy ; rather below mediocrity in intelleet, and of a dry
nervous temperament.  His countenance, though very sharp,
expressed reserve, and strong passions, especially the lower
instinets—anmimal, He had been generally healthy and sub-
ject to piles only; and had never suffered from any other
disease than an inflammation of the lungs in 1845.

Last August, his chest had been struck by the pole of a
carriage, and he was coufined to his hed for a fortmight.
During his convalescence he fell violently in love with a
woman who had nursed him. Becoming dreadfully jealous,
he experienced first moral and then physical sufferings, which
have never left him. On each guarrel, each fresh fit of jea-
lousy, he had a violent oppression at his heart, with a sense
of heat at the pit of his stomach, where also there was oeca-
sionally a sense of agitation, occasionaily of constriction. At
the same time there came on gradually towards the end of
December a degree of head-ache and some loss of sleep. The
head-ache grew very intense, but was unaccompanied by vo-
miting, and by degrees was substituted for his sufferings at
the pit of the stomach. Every weck or fortnight it returned
with shootings and pulsations at the right side of the head
for eight or tem hours, and did not cease till sleep came on.
About a mounth before his admission the head-ache gave place
to a violent pain below the left breast, This pain was inter-
mittent, as that at the pit of the stomach had been, and
ceased and returned just as he happened to be jealous or con-
tented, Boon afterwards cough and a little oppression came
on: then shiverings: and he took to his bed on the 4th of
March.

To-day, March 24th, his sleep is impaired : his appetite

* This physician, when howse.pupil at Ourcine, had slready cured anun
of the hozpitad, who had beea under the care of Dr, Cullerier without soy benefit
for two years un acoount of an bysterical affection and an incipient palsy, with
brass rings. The case wea pubhshed by Dr, Coffin himeelf in Dr. Burg's fnow-
gural ThAerir, p. 53.
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also, which inclines to vegetables only. He sweats copionsly,
especially in the head, The cough continues with a very
abundant thin expectoration ; but neither percussion nor aus-
cultation points out anything serious. 'The pulee is 130, small
aud irregular : the inspirations 28. His countenance is un.
easy : discharges insipid and inodorous gas from the stomach
and bowels: he has uo tenderness of the pit of the stomach
or any other part of the truok,

Ezploration—March 24th. Dr. Burg, who kindly assisted
us in the examination, and afterwards in the treatment, cer-
tifies with us that the upper extremities, although perfectly
sensible to the touch, are almost quite insensible to pricking
and pinching; and that the force of pressure, ascertained
frequently by the dynamometer, varies according to the state
of the patient from 33 to 45 kilogr, in the right band, and
from 80 to 40 in the left. Various small exploring rings are
applied unpon the fingers in our presence, and give results
which are doubtful between drass and English afeel, both
which appear to restore seusibility at the spot of their appli-
cation.

25th, morning. A large ring of English steel is put upon
the right arm, and a large one of brass upon the left. The
steel produced no effect: the brass increased the sensibility
and wotility. The following day, as a second examination
of the right side with the brass gave the same result, a com-
plete armature of this metal was prepared.

March 31st. The treatrent, which had hatherto consisted
of pectoral drinks, opiate potions, and narcotic pills, has not
yet been productive of any benefit.

At 5 a.m. a general application of brass rings was made.
In a few hours there was heat, copious perspiration, but a
very little tingling, and complete freedom of the chest from
auffering.

At 10 a.n, an examination made before M. Dumeril gave
perfect sensibility in the upper extremities; a power of 50
kilogr. for the right hand, and 45 for the left.

This moroing there was # little fatigue, and an unusual
appetite.

April 1st, 2nd, 3rd. Every morniog for four or five hours
the metal was applied all over the patient, except his arms,
the rings of which were repairing. The same effecta resulted
except the tingling, The symptoms of the diseasc are disap-
pearing, and sleep is returning to its natural amount.

2nd. Btrength enough: excellent appetite, and a return
of the desire for meat. The paticnt was able to go out about
his affairs the whole dag. On returning in the evening with
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a severe head-ache, he got rid of it in a few moments by
means of an armature which he himself thought of applying.
He has no seuse of constriction ; his cheat is quite free;
pulse has fallen to below 80; the perspiration below the rings
18 less, and scarcely any fatigue is felt from their application.

4th. Perfect sensibility: the same force of pressure as
before.  Still a little want of eleep; but a great improvement
which the patient is delighted to perceive. He breathes more
easily, without the least oppression. The metal is applied
agaio ; & little heat and perspiration, but ounly slight tinglings;
less fatigue than on previous days. A few wandering pains
at different parts, but these are almost at once removed by
the application of the armature. Sensibility perfect : pressure
55 kilogr. on the right; 41 on the left.

6th. Still a Iittle ecough: but no expectoration.

7th. M. 3. leavea the establishment in a satisfactory state
of health: has recovered his strength, his appetite, and even
a degree of cheerfulness. Strength, 55 kilogr. on the right;
50 on the left.*

ENGLISH STERL.—GOLD. (GOLD, 4 UUNCES; COPPER, 1 OUNCE.}

Two other patients, also under Professor Dumeril, were
examined at the same period by Dr. Burq. The general in-
fluence of the metallic treatment could not be so well esta-
blished in them on account of both the short time that one
remained in the house and the impossibility from the want of
the metal for Dr. Burg to put his plan in execution upon the
other,

But it is not less true that in each a metal excited the
happiest influence upon sensibility and motility, which, as in
the former patient, had been greatly impaired.

The following facts were ascertained.

The first patient was a lady, 38 years cld, who suffered
from violent sciatiea of the right side. She had been treated
two years before for gastralgia, which still plagued her s little,
and had remained subjeet to viclent head-aches, which ceased
on the appearance of the sciatica. Dr. Dumeril in vain em-
ployed opium in large quantities, internally and externally,
flying blisters along the scistic nerve, vapour baths, &e. The
neuralgia was still excruciating, occasionally abating for oniy
a few instants. She was always in bed, and had not slept for
twenty days.

March 20. Sensibility as well as motility greatly impaired

* Dr, Burg saw him, Nov, 14, and found zenstbility and motility perfoct and
not e trece of zervousness left,
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in the upper extremities: a long needle plunged through the
base of a fold of skin occasions no pain. Mauy metals were
applied, but English stee] only produced a satisfactory resnlt.
Rings of this metal, therefore, were applied onc evening
upon the arms and legs. On the very same night the pains
ahated a0 much that she slept.

The next day, the force of pressure and the sensibility
were much increased. 'The applications of the same metal
were continned ; and, in about a fortnight, she was able to
leave the institution much improved,

Ucfortuoately we have knowa nothiug abont ber since.

The second patient, Mrs, B., 59 years of age (a dresser
at the theatre), was admitted March 4. Her temperament
was very nervous: she had formerly sufiered various paius,
and especially severe head-aches. She has now a sciatica ou
the right side, and has tried all the receipts in the town for it.

Various frictions, blisters, chloroform, %c., under my di-
rection, were just as useless. As she lay in a double-bedded
ropm near the former patient, the examination of both was
made upon the same day. The sensibility was found very
much lessened in the upper extremities, and the muscular
power to be nearly gone. One spot only of the left hand
preserved its natural sensibility, 12 was the ring-finger of this
hand, and on it a ring of gold alloy had been worn for many
years. 'The sensibility was very acnte under this metal, and
much less so around. Struck with this coincidence, we
removed the ring to other fingers, and at the same time
put rings of common metals upon the adjoining fingers.
Sensibility returned every time under the gold alloy, but,
under the other metals, remained just as before their applica-
tion, The patient, at Jength convinced by what happened to
her neighbour that nothing but gold would cure her, left the
cstablishment to borrow bracelets of this metal of the ac-
tresses whom she had dressed.

L. Lienpon, house-pupil to Dr, Dumeril
in the Maison de Santé de Dubois,

COEPER.
Hotel Dien, St. Magdalen Ward, No. 39.
Bertambois, a sailor, 22 years old, admitted November
12, 1850, was born of an hysterical mother; lost a brother
in convulsions; has been subject to nervons affections from
infancy ; went into the navy of his own accord at thirteen
years of age; was seized with typhoid on board the Phaton
at seventeen ; on his convalescence had anesthesia and amyos-
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thenia, indigestion, incrense of head-aches, oremps, &c. On his
going to the North Seas soon afterwards his insensibility was
such that, to the astonishment of the crew, he went up and
down among the rigging when it was all covered with ice
without feehog the cold.  Being invalided in 1827 on account
of weakness, he returned to Paris, where, from various cir-
cumatances, he soon grew worse. Ib two montha he two or
three times a week experienced symptoms like hysterical choak-
ing, that still exist in conjunction with other sywmptoms of
the same kind, but without auy loss of consciousness. He
also frequently shed tears, became gloomy and taeciturn, and
his nights were disturbed by melancholy and frightfal dreams.
He went under Dr. Rostan, in the ward Sainte Jeanne, No.
4. We demonstrated to M. Vigla and the numerouns pupils
of the teacher whose place he then oceupied that this patient’s
sensibility and motility, both which were seriously impaired,
returned guickly under applications of copper.

Having quitted before his treatment had commenced, he
was afterwards admitted into the wards of M. Tardisn. At
this time, says M, Pierre, there was anailgesia of the upper
limbs, and superficial anssthesia. Pressure by the right hand
was 26 kilogr. ; hy the left 30 kilegr. There was indigestion,
partial -loss of smell and tuste; inseosibility of the mucous
membranes of the-eys and nose to irritating vapours; vanous
disorders of the nervous system, and particularly attacks of
hysterical chonking, occasionnlly of long duration.

On the 16th and 17th we aseertained that sexsébility and
motility had been elmost perfectly restored in the left arm
with partial spplicationas of copper. From the 18th to the 26th
inclusively the copper ermature was worn all night upon the
limbs only: #Hrgling, heat, sweating and fatigue, especially
during the first days, and a gradunal disappearance of all the
symptoms.

26th. General and special sensibility natural. Pressure
on the right 70 kilogr. ; on the left 55 kilogr. Good appetite,
digestion and sleep- 5. P

Let us now pass to Hysteria, with amensrriea, chioross,
&c., and its various forms of spasm and neuralgia in the
femnale; and study the action of the metnls in this usually
obstinate disesse. De, Burq does not pretend that these means
are a panacea for nervous affections, since he gives many in-
stances of their failure, and moreover is aware of all the power
of MpsMERIsM over them : but be believes, and almost proves,
that the melal cure alone may become one of the most useful
and certain remedies in medicive. -
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On snother occasion he will inform us of the immense
advantage of the metals when combined with their fruitful

parent.

I. HYSTERIA, CHLOROSIS, DAILY VOMITING FOR MANY
MONTHS: RAPID CURE WITH BRASS RINGS.

In his last paper on chlorosis (see the recapitulation at the
end) Dr. Burq, addressing the National Academy of Medicine,
publicly read the following case.

In Jupe, 1850, a young hysterical and chlorotic girl,
affected also with anmsthesia, amyosthenia, amenorrhes and
dyspepsia, was two months in one of Dr. Rostan’s wards,
vomiting every day almost all the solids and fluids which she
was prevailed upon to swallow, [Irom, if is remarkable, had
been prescrided in vain, as well as many olher substances: and
only pills of oxvide of zinc had appeared to de a ktlle good.

Chance having led we to examine this patient, the emi-
nent professor of the Helel Dien kindly allowed me to try my
treatment. I began by ascertaining the suitable metal, and
it proved to be brass in plates, Afterwards the committee
of the Academy, many distinguished physicians, Drs. Jobert
{of Liamballe}, Horteloup, Pasquier, Beau, Tardien, and Gos-
selin, whom I had nassembled to witness the power of the
wetals upon seusibility and motility, and Dr. Rostan himself
and hie numerous clinical pupils, had satisfied themselves that
this metal, applied experimentally, removed the anmsthesia
aod analgesia at the spot of its application and vowhere else,

On the 6th of June, in the evening, 1 made a general
application of brass. The next day, general and special sen-
sibility had returned to three quarters of the surface, and the
muscular power had mounnted to from 10 to 16 kilogr, on the
right side. The patient was greatly fatigued by the spoliation
which the metal had effected, and, even ia the morning, asked
for food and took it with pleasure, and digested it properly.

In the evening and on the following days a fresh applica-
tion of the brass armature was made at night: and after the
second day of the trestment, sensibility and motility baving
become slmost natural, the patient, who has wot vomited
subsequently to the 6th, has no longer enough of the full
diet (four portions), and does all sorts of little jobs for the
sister of the ward to gain additional allowance.

Five or six daye more pass during which the colour of the
skin shews a tendency to become natural, and the bellows-
sound lessens more and more in the two carotids,

On the 16th and 17th the catawenia, which had been
absent several wmonths, return so abuudantly under the
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influeoce of the metal applied to the stomach and lower extre-
mities that the patient fancied she was flooding.

On the 18th, sensibility natural; pressure 40 kilogr.: we
suspend the use of the metal, and gradually, first, the anzs-
thesia and amyosthenia, then the atlacks, the indigestion and
vomiting, vefurned, and with the latler all the symptoms of
chlorosis,

June 26th. Analgesia of the upper extremities: diminu-
tion of taste and smell : pressure by the right hand 20 kilogr.
instead of 40 kilogr.: weakness of the legs.

I resumed the metals permanently, and the return of sen-
sibility and motility again preceded the re-establishment of
the digestive functions and the return of the healthy compo-
sition of the blood.

At the end of two months, the patient, being perfectly
cured, left the Hétel Dien, after having acted as a servant in
the wards for six weeks,

SLIOHT HYSTERIA: CURED WITH PLATES OF HELL-METAL,
[Gazepis Médicale, March, 1852, Salueuve.

Juoe 16th, 1851, Miss O. was admitted into Neo. 13, of
the ward No. 2, of the Maison Nalionale de Santé, under
Dr. Monod. This young women, 16 years old, born and
brought up in the country, tanned, was of small figure, but
robust complexion, firm substance, and well-developed muscles,

Twa years previously, without ever having had pain in
the head, or any nervous sympiom, she began to suffer from
palpitation and suffocation, sometimes accompanied by faing.
ness, and more sellom by fainting. Three or four months
later, menstruation became estabhshed, and these symptoms
in part disappearcd till September, 1850, at which period,
without any assignable reason, fresh nervous disturbances
begaa.

Oune day, after a fainting, leeches were applied to the
thighs: and then a fresh fainting took place, and in the even-
ing a violent fit which lasted four hours. This first attack
was followed by several others, especially at the periods of the
catameunia, which however were undisturbed. At the end of
a month, the attacks, which had not appeared again, returned
with fresh intensity, daily aud even three or four times a day.

They were preceded by no warning; and commonly lasted
for four or five minutes, They begun suddenly with violent
palpitations, after which the neck swelled greatly, the head
was deawn backwards, the breathing grew guick, and then
there was suffocation and & kind of strangulation. All this
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time, the patient uttered no cry, did not lose her conscious-
ness, and the upper extremities alone were slightly convalsed.

Her general health remained wnaffected except that the
appetite fell off, her taste was a little depraved, and the
bowels torpid.

June 17th. The day after her arrival, Dr. Monod, who
had tried many plans of treatment with her out of the hos-
pital in vain, put her under the care of Dr. Burq.

Exploration.—A careful examination detected at the fore.
arms only a superficiel anesthesia, but very great analgesia;
pricking and pinching, although perfectly feit, gave no pain
except at the palm and the under part of the finger ends:
everywhere else the sensibility was nataral.

The dynamometer shewed the muscular power of the fore-
arm to be much less than it ought to have been in a person
of such firm and large muscles. The right hand gave a pres-
sure of 22 kilogr,: the left one of 20. The lower extremities
had lost nothing of their muscular power and sensibility, and
thus these properties were impaired in the upper only. Dr,
Burq, cousidering this to be the sole cause of the disease,
thought he could remove it if he found a metal capable of
restoring the sensibility and muscular power. The examina-
tion was long and difficelt. Many of the usual ractals, many
kinds of copper and steel, produced no effect: and the fre-
quency and severity of the attacks continued all this time.
At last, on June 26th, no change had oecurred, and two
small plates of bell-metal were tried. As they appeared to
have some effect, a ring of this alloy was put upon each fore-
arm on the evening of the 26th, and allowed tc remain till
the morning.

27th. Miss Q. said she felt heat and tingling under the
rings, had slept Better, passed a calmer night. The sen-
sibility was nearly natural to-day in both arms, and the pres.
sure amounted to 30 kilogr, in the right hand and 25 in the
left. No attack during the day.

28th. The metal has remained on till now. Sensibility
is perfect on both sides. The right hand gives 32 kilogr.;
the left 26.

The treatment was continued every day, and the patient
who, the day before the first applieation, had three attacks,
bad not experienced one since.

Jaly 8th. Miss O. leaves the establishment to-day in a
very satisfactory condition : the seusibility ia perfect ; pressure
gives 38 kilogr. on the right side and 27 ou the left.

On enquiry at her house (Rue Faubourg-Poissonniére,
No. 182), Aug. 10th, 1851, we found that on the i4th of
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July she fainted for a few moments, and that evor since her
return. home she had negleeted to nse the rings. They were
applied again the next night, and Miss ()., having ever after-
wards put them on from time to time, has enjoyed uninter-
rupted good health,

SaLneuve.

Dr. Salneuve gives & second very curious case, which oc-
curred in another hysterical female nnder the care of Dr.
Mouod, and in which Dr. Burq could find but one metal
(virgin gold) capable of acting upon her sensibility, This
unfortunate circumstance rendered the treatment impossible,
not through the difficulty of procuring the metal, for this
was easy, but becanse, in the midst of the most evident
effects of the gold upon the anwmesthesia, the amyosthenis,
which wes equally intense, would not yield at all; and we
have already said, in the words of the author, that the metal,
to be efficacions, must act equally upon the motility and the
sensibility,

HYSTERIA, AMENORRHEA OF PIVE YEARS, AND CHLOROSIS,
CURED WITH BRaAss. Holel Diew at Paris.

The first and following cases were communicaled. to the Academy
of Medicine by Dr. S, Pierrs, jormerly house-pupil of the
hospital. .

{Dr. Burg's faaugural Thesis, p, 40.

Aug. 23rd, 1850, an unmarried womuan, 26 years of age,
was admitted into the Hdtel Diew, No. 29, 8t. Ann’s Ward,
under Dr. Tardien. Bhe had enjoyed good health till her
21et year, at which age she had typhoid fever, which she had
searcely recovered from before she was attacked with inflam-
mation of the lungs. Active, perhaps too &etive, anti-inflam-
matory treatment was adopted. A mere fright was afterwards
sufficient o produce a most wretchad nervous condition. Ever
afterwards shie was constantly liable, in spite of everything,
to violent attacks of hystena snd to all kinde of nervouns
symptoms. The eatamenia being completely suppressed at
the very commencement of the attacks, and having returned
bat opce during the five years, frequent vicarious discharges
of blood took place, someatimes from the nose, somciimes
from the stomach, sometimes from the urinary organs, and
twice from the eyes.

At the beginning of June, ten weeks before her admission
into the hospital on the 23rd of August, there happeoed,
whether spontaneously or from mechanical injury, a profuse
flooding which lasted the whole day. At the time there was
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strongly.marked anemia or rather chlorosis, and in the even-
ing a violent hysterical fit with precursory symptoms in the
chest. On the next day,~—24th, a second, and on the 27th
a third, hysterical ttack took place, and the latter Iaated five
hours.

30th. A careful examination gives the following resulta:
motility a little lesseued, pressure with each hand 50 kilogr.;
sensibility to touch perfect everywhere ; but general analgesia
of the skin and mucous membrane,—the severest pinch and
the deepest prick giving no pain. The special senses of sight
and hearing are unimpaired, but all the rest are more or less
affected ; there is hardly any excess of sensibility: constant
head-nche with shooting : gastralgic pains: violent choaking :
fretuent cramps of the lower extremities: indigestion: arte-
rial hellows.sound: face pale and bloodless: very copiouns
catamenia, and, notwithstanding this, occasional epistaxis.

Metallic examination.—3ept. 2, morning, and in the pre-
sence of Dr. Tardien and myself. A first examination made
on the right side by Dr. Burq shewed fhe restoration of the
natural sensibilily wilh copper and gold only,

Steel, tried three times, had no effect; nor had silver.
Sept. 3, evening, The precursors of an attack: at 6 p.m. it
is beginning, the hysterical ball rises, and then speech becomes
embarrassed. A copper armature is applied, and in 2 few
seconds all ia over. In twenty minutes tingling is felt all
over the body, there is general heat and sweating, then agi-
tation and sleaplessness the whale night.

The next day, st the visit, gresl futigwe and lightness of
the head, which seems hollow to the patient: sensibility of
pain patural under the wetal, a little dull aronnd it: the
armature was not removed till-9.o'cloch.

In the course of the duay fhe fooding- ceased tomplelely.

4th and 6th. No treatment. Co ‘

6th. The analgesia returned with all the other aymptoms :
in the evening the precursors of an attack : general applica-
tion of the cepper, and. the same immediete and subsequent
effects as at first : at night the perspiration was still more pro-
fuse, the body and bed Linen being literally sosked. In the
morning the same fatigue, the mame sense of void im the
bead, and the same progress of zensibility : bleeding twice
from the nose sinoce yesterdsy: the uterine hmmorrhage has
not returned,

7th, 8th, 9th. No treatment: and a return of the symp-
toms in suceession. {Tie freatment was resumed, aud with
the same benefit as before. We omit the daily report to
the 16th).
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16th. Sensibility natural everywhere: pressure of each
hand 70, from having been 50: no attack since the 10th.
But now some freah symploms arose which were very remark-
able, az shewing {hal A TOO PROTRACTRED USE OF THE METAL,
although apparently harmless, MAY 1TSELP PRODUCE BOME
DISAGREEABLE EFFECTS.

Evening. The same treatment (notwithstanding the state
of the sensibility and motility). All the night, agitation,
feverishness, sleeplessness: and in the moming, extreme las-
sitnde, diminution of appetite.

17th. For four hours to-day choakings, threstening suffo-
cation, great difficulty in speaking, rigidity of the head aund
limbs, swelling of the pit of the stomach, feeling of strangn.
lation, but no convulsions or loss of consciousness, and espe-
cially no diminution of sensibilily.

Night. No treatment; but constent tranquil sleep,

18th, Natural sensibility and motility. The day passes
comfortably: in the evening, o general epplication of the
metals; sgitation, feverishness, and all the symptoms of the
pight of the 16th to the 17th. The heat and perspiration
were intolerable: but the patient, firm in following all direc-
tions, kept on the armature the full time.

19th. Morning: general feeling of illness; but still natural
sensibility and motility. Day-time: a fit for two hours and
a haif, exactly like that of the 16th. Evening: no freatment ;
a guiet night,

20th. A good day: !Ae armature is applied in the evening
egain, and the symploms relurned in the night.

21st. The same sufferings and even attack as on the 16th
and 19th. This time rings alone were applied, but, instead
of lessening the symptoms, increased them. Evening: no
Ireatment ; a good night.

22nd. Bensibility and motility natural : perfect calm.

The esperiment was now considered decisive. Neither
Dr. Burg nor ourselves could doubt that the improper use of
the metals had caused all the disturbances.

22nd, 23rd, 24th, 25th. No treatment therefore, and no
symptoms: but undisturbed sleep every night and due per-
formance of all the functions during the day. The last bleed-
ing from the nose was on the 20th,

Remarkable influence of 1he melals upon the calamenio.
25th, In the afternoon, about 4 o’clock, the catamenia,
which had been entirely suppressed for five years, returned,
and lasted till 10 o’clock the next morning, without the use
of the rings . the floid was very red, but scaniy,
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26th. At 11 o’clock they stopped completely : at 1 o’clock
the patient, uneasy at this circumstance, put on the armature
before the time which was ordered, and went to bed, covered
with metal. In half an hour they began again, aud continued
without inlerruplion and in great alundance till 5 pn. the
next day. The rings, remaining on all night, produced great
lieat and sweating, fatizus, but no tingling,

27th, No armatures all uight and «lss no catamenia,

28th. Morning: they seem to have entirely cersed: hy
noon they had resisted two strong mustard foot baths, She
was then ordered to bed; and, “at all Liazard, a continued
application of copper upon the abdomen aud lower extremitics
preseribed.  Tn an hour the catamenia had returned, #nd did
not quite cease till the morning of the 30th, having lasted
four whole days.

The armature was not removed till the visit, October 4th.
The patient haviog appiled it again as a last precautlon all
night, the old symptoms shghtly returned from this fresh
abuse of the metal.

Gth, Natural general and special scnsibility @ motility
shove the natural degrec. Pressurc in each hand 80 kilogr.

6th. The paticnt is ruite well, and at her own wish ia
permitted to leave with a distinet promise to call again, and
to use the armature at home oceasionally, especially at the
catameuvisl periods.

Bison PierwE, howse-pupdl at the Hitel Dien,

After her return home the catamenia appeared abundantly
on October 23rd, two days before the time. They appeared
again on November 24th, and lasted till December 1at,

Dr. Burq published in his Ifreugurel Thesis two other
equally striking examples, which Dr. Simon Pierre collected
und communicated to the National Academy of Medicine,
We shall detail one only; and make extracts from the rest,

Hysteria, Paraplegia, Suppression of the Catnmenia, Incipient
Palsy of the lower extremitics, & excrucinting Hegd-aches.

We began Augnst 9th (1850) with a hrass armature.

15th. Her head, which she had been unable to tonch with
a comb for a month, is nearly free from pain,

18th. Return of taste and appetite.

244¢h. Return of the catamema after an absence of four
mounths.

Bept. 4th. YLeft. SIS LN

Hyeleria 1n an unmarried female 22 yenrs old.  There
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were amyosthenia end analgesia in an equal degree ms the
hysterical convulsions.
Bapidly cured with rings of English steel. 5. P

A case precisely like that reporied at p, 244.  Steel plate
acted imperfectly only on the sensibility, whereas a silver coin
{silver 9 parts, copper 1 part) restored it entirely, But neither
metal had any iofluence on the motility. Therefore the
treatment, as in Dr. Monod’s patient, could not be employed.

8. P,

A case of various hysterical symptoms was yielding com-
pletely to steel rings when the patient suddenly left.
5. P

Another case related by M. Pierre was the only inatance
in which Dr. Burg could not discover any metal able to iu-
fiuence the patient.

The last case of this class extracted from those reported by
M. Pierre was one of Hysleria and Chlorosis (the pale disease)
with adsence of the calamenia. The patient had often been
very intractable from childhood, so that treatment had re-
peatedly been begun over again,

Influence of the rings upon lhe sensibility and motility, and
of these upon the usual symptome.—** As often,” says Dr. Pierre,
“ as tho steel ringa were applied long enough during the state
in which the patient was at her admission, they caused the same
effects,—greai heat and sweating, tingling of all the palsied
parts, and at last fatigue in proportion to the duration of
their application : next, sensibilily first of the skin, then of
the mucons membrane: refurn of motility, tasie, touch, smell,
appelile and voice.

“ The attacks and other nervous symptoms disappeared
whenever the natural sensibility and motility returned ; as
they did from August 12th to 25th, when the pressure by
each band was 60 kilogr, The attacks never occurred spounta-
neonsly unless either was impaired; and the intensity and
frequency of both the attacks and the spasms and other ner-
vous symptoms were always proportionate to the diminution
of these two powers.”

Direct influence of the metals upon the aftacks.— At what-
ever periods of the attack or its precursors the armature was
applied, if applied accurately and completely, the usual symp-
toms of the atteck did not take place, or they soon ceased
and did not return orless the armature was removed too soon
or accidentally deranged.”
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Then M. Pierre mentions, that twice, once in the pre-
sence of Dr, Tardien, Dr. Burq, arriving in the morning at
the morment of an attack, made it appear and dissppear al-
most at will, not merely all over the body, but even upon &
single imb, by applying and removing the whole or a part of
the rings, as was recorded above in the case of the patient in
the Hépital Cochkin. :

Infivence of the metal upon the catamenis, For three
montha these had but just appeared.

July 26th. To-day they began but slightly: at 10 ¢’clock
the patient put on the armature, sud they became so abun-
dant qu'une aléze en est traversée,

27th. They stop at noon. The armature was spplied per-
manently upon the abdomen and lower extremities. In an
hour they reappear and do not entirely cease till the next
night.

Aug, 26th, They return at 8p.an. The rings being ap-
plied, they continue abundantly all night.

27th: the wmorning. The patient gets up, contrary to
orders, and puts her hands in cold water. They stop: at
noon they had not returned. The armature was placed on
the abdomen and lower extremities. At 1 o’clock they re-
turned freely and continued till the next day. 8. P.

Of the five patients spoken of in the first part of this
article, Sequerlay and Verdelet left the Selpetriere, as Miss
Ch had already done, after Dr. Burg’s departure. Valois
remained only becanse, being an orphan, she had to wait till
she was of age before she could leave of her own accord.
Sylvan and Peffert continued in the same atate. We lately
learnt these unprecedented circumstances from Dr. Burg,
whom very grave reasons have obliged to engmire into the
matier,

After nll the facts now narrated, in which the action of
metals npon sensibility and wmotility in morbid conditions of
these properties without structural disease is s0 satisfactorily
demonstrated, we should not mention any more had not Dr.
Burg said, at the very beginning of his work, that nervous -
paralysis, whether of the different senses or of motility, might,
when at the highest intensity, often resist the metallic treat-
ment. We shall close this interesting list of cases with some
others which will complete its unigue character.

. 1. There was the case of Sequerlay, the paraplegic (palsied
in the lower extremities) patient at the Salpetriére, who gave
him the fivst higt of the efficacy of metal in such an affection.

2. A hemiplegic (palsied in a vertical half of the frame)

voL. X. v
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woman, under Dr. Lows at the Hétel Dien, was treated with
an armature of English steel and rapidly relieved.

3. A third female, hemiplegic and amaurotic (blind 1n the
optic nerve), under Dr. Rostan, was cured in & week of both
affections with an armatore of half English steel and half
German atee], after having laboured under her disenses for
many months,

4, The young Barouness of R., who had been confined to
her bed with pelsy for four months, and had been unable to
see enough to read for three, was treated with an armature
of silver of second purity (silver, 4 parts; copper, 1); and
could see to read on the third day, and took a walk in a
public place on the fifth.

[Dr, Burg’s Teaugural Thesis.

5, and last, Palsy, recorded by Dr, Pierre.

St. Ann’s Ward, No. 6. Brass. Admitted Ang. 27,
1849, a country girl. Perfect nervous paraplegia (palsy of the
lower extremities), amenorriea, and hysierical spasmas,

In March, 1850, in spite of various kinds of treatment,
she was seldom able to leave her bed, The catamenia ap-
pesred once in January, 1849, and but twice since, and then
a peine son linge avoit-il-8té taché.

March 23, says Dr. Pierre, the patient, examined in my
presence by Dr. Burg, shewed a phenomenon indicating
much to him and perfectly novel to myself. 4 copper thimble
kept for a few minutes ou a finger of her right hand, which
had somewhat lost its sensibility, rendered it more sensible
than the neighbouring fingera.

This phenomenon, which waz not very perceptible even
to persons little accnstomed to witness it, convinced him that,
if the palsy arose, as there was every reason to suppose, from
1o structural cause, it would in all probability be lessened by
an armature. Dz, Tardieu allowed Dr. Burq to employ it.

26th. A copper armature was applied for eight or ten
hours. The same was done on the 26th, 28th, and 29th,

On the 2¥th she was so f{atigued that the treatment was
suspended : and the metal acted with soch rapidity that on
the 28th, in the morning, the catamenia appesred eight
days before the period calculated, and lasted till the 81st,
kept up by the copper, and that on the 30th, Easter Sunday,
she was able to go to chapel, leaning only on one of her
friends, and fo return in the same manner after sitting and
standing doring the whole of high mass,

June 27th, She left the hospital for her home (Clermont,
in Auvergne), where she now remains in perfect healtg. »
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INSANITY,

In a new work upon the anesthesia and amyosthenia of
mental affections, Dr. Burq says,—

* Previously to the researches of Drs. Gendrin and Bean
and myself, the insensibility of hysterin and the neumlgia
of those convulsive affections which have been epidemic at
different periods were known: and so were the same symp-
toms in halincination, ecatasy, melancholia, mania, &c.: and
abundant instances are recorded of madmen, after haviug
undergone severe surgical operations, or meeting with dreadful
falls, walking upon frightfully mutilated stumpa without the
least pain. Since anmsthesia {we shall presently speak of
amyosthenia) has been observed in insanity as long as in
nervous diseases, but turned to ne more advantage in the oue
than in the other, it has been regarded as ouly a curious cir-
cumstance—ea aymptom to be set down with all the rest.
But, the more or less perfect absence of sensibility in mental
affections, alone, or more frequently, as in nervous diseases,
united with a deficiency of motility, that we were the first
to investigate, if not to discover, appears here also to play
the principal part: and to be calculated to throw the greatest
light upon the course, distinctive character, causes, and treat-
ment of those diseases. In fact, extensive observations,
which 1 had an opportunity of making at wy ease among the
vast number of patients in the Salpetrigre under Dr, Falret,
the learned and modest professor of insanity, prove that ali 1
have advanced reapecting anesthesia and amyesthenia, negative
or asthenic symploms and positive or sthenic symptoms, es well
as about the division of nervous diseases into two greal classes,
is equally applicable to curable mental diseases, We mzke
this latter distinetion, because, just as we have passed over
in silence the incurable anwmsthesia and amyosthenia, or pal-
sies of certain organic affections, so we shall szy nothing of
the genersl palsy of the ineane, which indeed also presents
these two symptoms, but with a regularity, a fixedness, and
peculiarities, in the strongest contrast with the anomalies,
fugitiveness, and irregularity which so characterize them
when oceurring in nervous diseases.”

The proofs of this mew and etriking assertion are almost
aH to be found in the cases of thoze insane females who have
recovered on the restoration of the catamenia: and of those
chlorotic patients, with or without amenorrhees, but with
more or less disorder of the feelings or intellect, who have

oeen cured with the internal use of irom, which appears to

act then exactly as when employed in the form of an arma-

ture. Proofs are afforded also by those numerous mad per-
v
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sons whose sensibility and motility were first unquestionably
impaired by intellectual labour and neglect of their health,
and who are often cured with travelling, exercise, gymnastics,
and even meuntal occupation without fatigue,

Melancholia, Delusion, and Suicidal Mania : rapid cure with
Jewellers® gold and English steel.

1st Case. In November, 1850, a lady, 32 years old, was
brought to me from the country on account of a mental affec-
tion. Her parents were nervous: and two or three relatives
on the father’s side, which is high in society, have disturb-
ance of their intellect. 8he was exceedingly excitable, neg-
lected exercise and other matters necessary to health, culti-
vated the fine arts, read imprudently, and mixed too early
with the world. From her 12th year to her 3lst she had
various nervous symptoms, and fits alternating with various
neuralgias, The catamenia went on well from her 19th
year. At 21 she married unhappily, always disagreeing with
her hushand, and became a mother; and fell into a state
of melancholy, against which she struggled hard. After three
pregnancies, the last with twins, she became worse and re-
solved to live no longer with her husband, quarrelling coo-
tinusHy with him, falling into despair and all kinds of delo-
sion, and at length, three weeks before I saw her, on being
reproved by him for neglecting the education of her children,
she in the coolest manner swallowed a large dose of laudanum,
which was rejected by the stomach and did no great harm,
For a few days she was better and then became worse than
ever, and was placed under my care. She reasoned well
upon all subjects, and knew all her duties, but felt anable to
perform any of them and yet was astonished at her own in-
difference—she had a moral analgesia, The most fixed of her
delusions was that of a woman in white, who stood between
her and every objeet she wished to reach, pursuing her even
in the street and striking her on parts which she would point
out.

Perfect insusceptibility of pain in the upper extremities :
considerable, but less, in the lower. Evident diminntion of
muscular power in the arms and legs. Force of the right
hand, 20 kilogr.: left, 15 kilogr. Habitual constipation :
catamenia a little lessened ; for three months dyspepsia and
chlorosis.

The only sthenic (with strength) symptoms were, rather
too much sensihility at the top of the head, at the edge of the
fonrth and fifth dorsal vertebrz, and at the pit of the stomach.
The old convulsions, spasms, neuralgias, hysteria, and other
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pervous symptoms, which had tormented her till the begin-
ning of 1849, lessened in proportion as the symptoms of
insanity increased, so that for a year she had experienced no
fit and for nearly a month not the least of her head-aches.
Reflecting that probably the very condition which had before
existed in the organs of sensibility and motility had now be-
come transferred to certain parts of the brain, and was pro-
ducing the mental disturbances, and might be as readily
cured as if in the former situation, after trying metals for
several days, as I do for nervous disorders of the second ¢lass,
I fised upon gold of second quality {{ copper) snd upon
English steel. Iu the night, an armature of English steel ;
and in the day, rings, bracelets, and necklaces of gold, such
as she wore habitually. 1 ordersd her to go out frequently
and to exercise herself till she was fatigued, and to be rabbed
briskly with the bare hand 2nd flannel brush on the limbs
and upper part of the body alternately. Kvery other day
a large salt-water bath (I wish it could have been in an iron
vessel), followed by friction and percussion of the whole body,
food less nourishing than before, and less time spent in bed.
This treatment began Dec. 4,

10th. Sensibility of all the limbs much iroproved. Pressure
with the right hand, 28 kilogr.: left, 20. Legs stronger:
howels act more easily : appetite improved.

Delusion greatly lessened tho last four days.

On the 8th there was a severp head-ache: ou the 9th she
busied herself cheerfully with her children: and to-day her
expression of coustenance is better. She is less lost: her
pulse is calm: and she sheds tears when her former state is
mentioned.

The treatwent is continued to the 15th, only that she is
allowed more nourishing food.

15th. Sepsibility almost natural. Force of the right
hand, 30 kilogr. : of the left, 25.

The bowels have acted daily except once. She always eats
with an appetite and sleeps well ; she devotes several hours a
day to the education of her children, and the rest ta domestic
concerns, an Aairing, or gardening. Reading is still for-
bidden, and but pne hour a day allowed for music. At our
carnest entreaty she consented two days ago to one short in-
terview with her husband.

Dee. 20th, No hallucination since the 15th: her moral
feelings are perfect. On our woderately reproaching her,
she sheds tears profusely, and is most grateful to me, 18th.

- A head-ache of shorter duration than that of the 8th.  From
the 16th, she is perfectly reconciled to her husband and is
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with him for good. All the treatment goes on as before,
except that ehe takes only two baths n week instead of three
and the steel is applied every other night only.

22nd. Catamenia perfect in all respects, though they had
been scanty for three months.

26th. Benaibility natural everywhere. Force of the right
hand, 33 kilogr,: of the left hand, 28.

Every function is perfect, and my visite ceased. She came
to me now and then for a short time, and afterwards all her
fetters gave me a good account, She continued a little
nervous, and she must long be upon her gnard against the
effects of her hereditary tendency, of her bad physical educa-
tion, and early entrance into the world. She svon after this
gave birth to another child,

2. Melancholia with o tendency lo suicide; bul without
distinct deluston ; and in the latter point only was there much
difference in this case from the preceding.

Mad. P. had always been very nervous, but lese and less
80 as the mental affection came on; and at length lost all her
nervous symptoms when it became established. There was
the same moral indifference or analgesia, and even more
marked aneesthesia and amyosthenia.

He tried in vain for aeveral days the most common metals
to excite senaibility and motility, the dimination of which he
considered to be the sole cause of the complaint. Every
thing remained in the same state for three weeks, at the end
of which, her intense apathy preventing her from eeconding
his efforts, he was at a loss what steps to take, and thought
of electricity,* which had been of some use in a case of hys-
teria equally uninfluenced by metals.

Strong electric currents were passed along the insensible
limba—three times etronger than usual on account of the in-
tensity of the anmsthesia—sometimes with dry, sometimes
with moist excitants, and never desisted from till the needle
and dynamometer shewed an improverent in sensibility and
motility. The progress was slow from the great tendency in
the intervala of his visits to lose the ground which had been
gained. But at every advance he made, the mental condi-
tion equally improved. At the end of a month, all the
benefit which the metals nsually effect s0 quickly and easily

* Electricity is highly extolled in palsy : but far too highly. For elestric
frictions and currents, directed, not, ss hitherto has been the practice, upun the
sest of eprsm and psin, bat upen limbs with loss of sensibility and metility, are
eeldom ns beneficial a5 they were in the present case: yet we ought not to neg-
lect it when other things fail,
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had been nearly gained, when ho was obliged to lesve her for
some time. The head-aches were beginning again, and her
morsal feelings and ideas were nearly natural. She was sent
into the country, compelled to fatigue herself with exercise,
and nbove all to take baths of Jardges, that he has often seen
exert a very favourable inflaence upon the sensibility of sur-
face, and continned to improve. Her conditon is now satis-
factory, and the sensibility and motility nearly natural. She
had been placed under his care by s distinguished physician,
who is her relative,

In conclusion, Dr, Burqg urges physicians to examine the
state of sensibility and motility in certain cases of insanity,
just as he considers that he has shewn we onght never to lose
sight of it in hysteria, hypochondriasis, neuralgia, &c.: and
contends that they will soon be convinced of the influence of
sensibility and motility upon the mental (cerebral) functions,
and that, if more is desired, or even an inverse proof, viz., the
influence of the state of the mind upon sensibility and motilily,
the frequent reciprocal transformationa of the disorders of the
two sets of functions will soon produce convietion.

*,* Dr. Burq promises an article for our next number respect-
ing the light thrown upon mesmerism by the metals,

NOTE BY DR. ELLIOTSON.

When T reflect upon the facts which have presented them.
selves to me during the last fifteen years—from 1837, from
the period when the exquisite phenomena of the Okeys and
other patients suddenly opened to my sstonished sight a view
of nature altogether new to me, down to the present momeaut,
1 feel a greater pleasure in reading Dr. Burg’s very remark-
able communication than probably most other persoms, how-
ever glowing their love of knowledge and intense their
pleasure in acquiring it and applying it to the good of their
fellow-creatures.

I had met in mesmeric patients with facta perfectly new
to me, as well as others rare and wonderful but described
in books upon disease and other subjects: and, although
these facts were palpable, they usually excited ounly a look of
ineffable superiority of wisdom and dignified pity whenever 1
shewed or mentioned them to raedical men of either high or
humble station,

Palsy of the sense of touch is a disease acknowledged,
though seldom seen unless in conjunction with palsy of mo-
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tion in the same part, or with other nervous diseases,* or
from external causcs, Abundant instances are recorded of
simple anzsthesia or palsy of touch, just as of simple palsy
of sight or simple palsy of hearing.

Among the facts new to me was that of the insensibility
to cutting, pricking, or pinching, although the coatact of
objects was perceived as perfectly as ever. Dr. Bean pointed
cut the distinction between sensibility of contact, tempera-
ture, dryness, and moisture, &c., and sensibility of pain, in
1848: and restricted the title on@sihesia to the palsy of the
former, giving the name of analgesia to. the palsy of the
latter. But iz the mesmeric sleep-waking nothing is moere
common than insensibility of pain from eutting and pinching,
and yet for the sensibility of contact to bo unimpaired.

In 1839, T found that my patient, Master W. Salmon,
in his mesmeri¢ sleep-waking had no sensibility of pain, yet
perfectly poasessed his sense of contact, He falt the contact
of every object in his mesmeric state, and yet, having open
sores on his head which he could pot bear to be tonched
in his ordinary state, suffering agony whenever they were
dressed, he had no pain from the hand being laid upon them,
and had them dressed in his mesmeric state without any
uneasingss,t In 1843, T meutioned in The Zoisf, No. 11,
p. 178, that in 1842 I had a patient whose hands bore cut-
ting and pinching without pain (No, VI., p. 209}, but who, if
her eyes were blindfolded and ber mesmeriser and a score of
vthers touched her hand with the point of their finger, dis.
tinguished his finger and grasped it, but repelled the finger
of another. The same sensibility of touch and insensibility
of pain I noticed in an interesting case in 1842, and described
it in The Zvist, No. IX. In short nothing is more common.

In Paris, so long age as 1829, when M. Jules Cloquet
removed the breast and many glands from & lady in the mes-
nieric sleep-waking without her feeling the least pain, the
seusibility of touch was still observed : for, when the water of

* In 1830 & cuse of catalepsy with snmsthesin wos in the Edinburgh In-
frmary. The whole was unquestionable, yet Mr, Liston, the surgeon, thought
proper in his ignorance of such cases to doubt its reality, and * fore with Ais
nails fwo separale picces of skin from the band of the patient.” In the lecture
upen ber eave by her physician, Dr. Duncan cootinues, * She was not aware of
the cruel and unwarrantable experiment, but she feels ita cfects in the intervals
(of her paroxyame) very acutely.”” Dr. Duncan callod it alen, *f unmanly,
wanton, and barbarous.t”  Mr, Wakley, wha had rot then joined Mr. Liston in
his mad hostility to mesmeriam, called it **inhumen," Laencet, May 22, 1830,
p- 278 and the Index,

+ Zoirt, No. II1. See my account of Miss R. Barber's exquisite case in
No. VL. 3 p. 210; 1844 : and my Numerons Cages of Surgical Operolions without
Pain, 1843.
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the sponge used on the occasion trickled down, she felt
tickled, langhed aloud, and several times said, “Come, leave
off, dom’t tickle me,”"*

Sensibility to temperature often remains in meameric in-
sensibility to pain. Of this I had an instance in 1841, and
recorded it in No. VL, p. 210.+ ¥u palsy of touch, sensi-
bility to temperature has frequently been noticed, and Dr.
Darwin therefore conceived that there must be distinet nerves
for temperature. I may be allowed to guote some passages
which 1 wrote in The Zoist (No. IIL) in 1843 :—

* The facts in sensibility displayed by mesmerism are very curious,
In the mesmeric state, a part insensible to the severest pinching, &e.,
may not only feel contact, whether the contact of a person or an
inanimate thing, but the patient, if not annoyed by it, may even
grasp and pul it, This way ocenr in one part end vot in ansther.
I have in some cases known pll parts to be insensible o pinching,
&e., except the face, which was as exquisitely sensible as ever.
Tickling may be acutely felt, when the same part is insensible to the
severest. pinching, &c., ns was observed in the lady whose breast was
removed by M, Cloguet, I have seen the most exquisite sepsibility
1o temperature when the same part was totally inseasible to the
severest pinching, &e. There may be complete insensibility to me-
chanical viclence, temperature, and to all contact. There may be a
peculiar sensation from the touch of the points of the fingers of the
mesmeriser and all other persons, so that his shall be distinguished
from theirs, and be felt warm and agreeable, whilst theirs is disagree-
able and feels extremely cold, though the eyes be thoroughly closed
and blindfolded, and po ordinary mesns of distinguishing be pos-
sible,” p. 339, '

In the mesmeric state, contrarily to what Dr. Burg alleges
to happen in disease (pp. 230-—232), there may be complete
insensibility of pain, while the sense of contact and other
agencies i3 unimpaired: aod the analgesia may occur for
years, as often as the mesmeric state is induced, and anzs-
thesia never follow.

Through mesmerism 1 also became acquainted with pro-
perties of metals in reference to the living body that I had
never heard of or suspected. When mesmeric phenomena

* See this most interesting account copied in my pumpblet on Numerous
Surgical Operalions withou! Pain in the Mewmeric Stale, pp. 78—81. The facts
were among the wost estonuding and impoertast ia medicine, but the profession
utterly disyegarded them : nor has M. Cloguet, who is atil] alive, ever performed
a second such operation or turned his wighty fact to the good of bis fellow-
credtures ; %0 that thovsands of humaa beings, who might bave beeo apaved ail
poin, were tortured by surgeons for twenty years—iill the time of recent mes.
mwefists and their offspring the employers of antesthetic drugs,  Sir Isaac Newton's
apple would have dropped unkeeded before all the Colleges.

+ Mr. Prideaux recorded one in my Pamphlet, p. 69.
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were first presented to me I knew nothing of the subject,
and they were too astounding and too sbsorbing to allow me
to spend my time in reading accounts of it when nature was
spreading before me the very treasures which authors de-
scribed, and for the contersplation of which all the time I
could spare was far too little. Nor have I yet read a single
foreign work upon mesmerism, though I have dipped into
half a dozen, snd read quotations from them in English
anthors. There was generally too much mysticism, super-
stition, and hypothesis, and too little calm and laboricus
physiological investigation to suit my taste: and, whepever
we can apply to nature herself, it ie poor work to obtain
things second hand. I therefore worked on patiently. Some
persons had told me that metals produced peculiar effectz upon
mesmeric paticnts : but what 1 did not learn. I therefore ap-
plied metals to persons in the mesmeric sleep-waking: and
fm:ult‘li spasm, pain, insensibility, exhaustion, frequently pro-
duced.

I found some persons not at all affected by metals placed
in contact with them, which produced great effects upon
others: different persons affected differently by the same
metals; some affected by no metal which I tried : some af-
fected for a period and afterwardsnot atall, In aome s metal
produced no effect unless first mesmerised by being breathed
upon or kept in contact with a living body: or, if not in con-
tact with it, in contact with something which was in contact
with a living body, and the time required was always shorter
in proportion to the less density or thickness of the interven-
ing body. Some persons were unaffected, however long the
metal had been in contact with another living hody, if it was
first well wiped. The Okeys were affected by no metal, not
by gold, silver, platinum, nickel, not previonsly mesmerised :
they were affected by some only when the moisture of the
mesmeriser’s breath or perspiration was adhering to the metals,
. ’f’g’hen speaking of the Okeys in my Human Physiology,

said,—

* Many things that another person, or, indeed, I may say,
gnother animal, has touched, acquire the influence. Thus, gold,
ailver, nickel, platinum, if held in the hand or month, will, though
wiped, on being brought into contact with them, when they are
susceptible, cccasion sudden sleep if the susceptibility is extreme;
in which sleep there may be convulsive actiona; or & spasm of the
part, and et length sleep; or a spasme only, Just as in the case of
passes, when the susceptibility is extreme, a pass knocks them down
senseless and relaxed; if they are not so susceptible, it merely sto.
pifica them, mekes them senseless, with their eyes open, rigid
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throughout, end fixed in the very attitude in which they were at the
moment. This fixiog with the eyes wide open, and senseless, i3 one of
the most wonderful and magical-locking pheromena of the whole, Its
success behind their back, sud by perfect strangers, has converted
hundreds who, not understanding the subject, were bewildered by
the more delicate phenomens. A beautiful experiment showed the

radual diminution of the power imparted to the gold: and could,
for the most part, be made upon the younger only, as her suscep-
tibility was, in general, not so great as to show powerful effects from
maderate causes. A sovereign i3 held in & person’s hand, acd then
given hor. Imstantly her hand closes violently upon it, she be-
comes stupified with her eyes open, and at last falls senseless and
relaxed : on waking, in a minute or two, she is desired to pick up
the sovereign, and agais it causes her hand to close, and stupifiea
her; yet oot so soon but that ahe has time to rise a little from the
floor, before the stupefsction and rigidity come; and the perfect
sleep and relaxation are longer in supervening. Oo waking she is
desired to pick I:Eathe sovereign again; the effects are longer in
supervening, so that she rises bigher from the floor before the
come, and there is time, by pointing one’s finger st her closed hand,
to cause it to relax and drop the sovereign; and, in consequence of
the absence of this, the rigidity and stupefaction are not kept up
and terminnte in waking instead of perfect sleep and relexation.
She is desired agnin to pick up the sovereign; she does so, and rises
higher than ever before the effects come, and they are shorter. All
is repeated, she rises completely before they come, and they arc still
shorter. Again all is repeated, and she not only rises but goes
about, and talks before the effcets come, and they wre slight. Oa
repetition a still longer time intervenes, and still stighter are the
effects; and so experiment sfter experiment goes on till the sovereign
has lost its power altogether. The sovereign often rolls far away;
and in such eases it has been changed for one charged by contact
with enother person, it being impossible for her to observe the
change and impossible for her to detect noy difference in regard to
warmth or moisture, as the original sovereign has been as much in
her own hand as the new sovereign in the ﬁ:ud of another person,
The new sovereign has always produced 2 far more quick 2nd strong
effect than the exhausted vne.

“By means of chargeable metals, I devised a mode of showing
very accurately the influence of health upon the ruesmerising power,
¥ ook one of the sisters into a female ward in which she had never
been, and respeeting the inmates of which she and 1 were perfectly
ignorant. Every ticket with the name of the disease on the head
of the bed was removed : every patient had the clothes drawn com-
pletely over her, A sovereign, which had lain long untouched, and
had therefore no mesmeric charge, was taken up by her, aod we

roceeded to the ward, She put the sovereign under the bed-clothes
wto the haud of each patient in succession, and st the same number
of moments by my stop-watch took it out sgain snd kept it io ber
hand. I noted the period at which the effeet began, the length of
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time it lasted, and the amount of it,~—whether it caused spasm of the
hand only; of the hend and arm; or spasm and stupefaction. So
we went round the ward, and at one bed, by the reguest of a certain
student, I repeated the experiment. As soon as each experiment
was finished, the bed-clothes were turned down and the ticket exa-
mined. The effects were in every instance precisely proportionate
to the strength of the patient in whose hand the sovereign had been
placed. Those in consumption or worn down with paralysis produced
littke or no effect : those who had complaints not impairing the health
and strength produced full effect : and all the intermedinte degrees were
exquisitely proportionate to the condition of the patient. One patient
tiad produced a great effect, who, the student said, was continnally
bled and kept constantly on low diet, But I found she had not been
bled for some weeks, had been for some time oo full diet, was taking
bark, looked in capital condition, and had only some cutaneous dis-
ease not interfering with her sireogth, Of the two experiments
made at oue bed, the first had produced a full effect proportionate to
the streugth of the patient, The second experiment produced only
a moderate effect: the clothes were then turned down, and it proved
that & nurse said to be in good health, and to do ali the work of
the ward, bad been laid in it. The woman, however, looked very
sickly, sand I found that she hed just lsin in, and had come
back to her place very weak, and long before she was competent.
The experiment was triomphant, and an apology wes the next day
made to me by the student who had so misrepresented to me the
state of those two patients, and at whose request I had willingly
made the experiments in this his wise uncle’s ward, because the
results in the case of both sisters, perfectly accordaot in every in-
stance up o that time with the strength of each patient, though
modified like all results in their form in erch sister, had been made
i my own ward, where they and 1 knew every patient.”

* 8creens lessen the effects, The thicker any given cne is, the
greater the impediment. DBut the effects through them, when so
managed as to prevent the patient from knowing what is doing, ere
very satisfactory, Mesmerised gold or silver produces its effects
more slowly and fainily in proportion as it ia more wrapped up; and
is thus proved to have power, because, if wrapped up and rubbed
aE:cilDSt the petient, it is impossible for her to know what metal s
1 ‘ll

 Some metals, as lead and copper, could never be charged so ae
to affect the elder: and nickel Ead always & tremendons influence
over her, such as I defy any human being to imitate, But lead and
cepper affected the younger, if, afier having been held in the hand
of another, the perspiration was not wiped off ther. If it was wiped
away, no effect ever occurred. Iron could never be made to effect
cither, uuder any circumstances; on the contrary, it invarisbly des-
troyed the power in charged gold or silver. Nothing could he more
interesting than to see a charged sovereign or shilling lying in their
hand, a screen being held between it and their head ; and, as scon as
the hand began to close and the eyes to fix, to observe these effects
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instantly arrested and subside when & short iron rod was brought
into contact with the meta), and incrense sgain when it was with-
drawn. I have often substituted a rod of silver or of some other
metal, for I bad rods made of verious metals precisely similar in
form and size, when it was impossible the girl eould know which was
being used ; and in the case of a leaden rod I myself shonld not have
known by the eye at the moment, but to prevent confusion had put
each into n separate pocket, The silver, copper, and lead had no
neutralizing power, and therefore never diminished or arrested the
effect, 1 recollect one dﬂﬁ having put a charged sovereign into the
hand of the younger. er hand bepan to contract, and she could
not by any effort open it. She was very erces, and, seeing two rods
exactly ehike, took up one, thinking it was iron : and told me now
she was a match for me and would open her hand. But her hand
would not open. I theo went to look at the other rod, and found
that it was the iron rod, and that she had taken the leaden. 1 pulled
the leaden one out, and introduced the iron one between her fingera
and palm, and her hand immediately opened.”

* Apother curious fact is that, althongh lead and copper have no

ower of producing spasms of the hand, however long they may have
Eee'n in contact with another person, and however long and with
whatever friction they are applied; yet, if rubbed against charged
gold, silver, or nickel, they acquire & charge, and, when npplied,

roduce the effects, in a less degree, of the metal with which they
Eave been in contact. I have made such experiments many thousand
times : and allowed others to make them : and, when the suscepti-
bility existed, the effects have been invariable. I have taken a short
rod of copper or lead in my right hand, put both my hands behind
me under my coat, and even had a large pasteboard placed at the
same time before the face of the girl with its lower edge close againat
her chest, and then rubbed it five hundred times (first wiped if the
subject was the youuger sister} oo the palm of either of them. No
effect ever ensued, I have then But ita extremity against a sovereign
or shilling which I had in my left hand, still behind me snd nader
my ceat, and, socn after rubbing ber pslm with it, the hand has
closed with strong spasms. I have put the rod of lead or iron be-
hind me in different experiments again rd again without bringing it
in contact with the gold or silver, und never saw an effect ; but after
1 had silently, and without the ({)ossibility of any one knowing what
I did, rubbed it against the gold or silver, friction of the palm with
it invarisbly, when there was any susceptibility to gold or silver at
all, excited spasm.”

The long or repeated application of an efficient metal
cansed violent symptoms and extreme exhaustion. In some
persons the slightest applieation does this.

My long mesmeric experience perfectly agrees with Dr.
Burg’s in unmesmerised persons—that different metals act
differently apon different individuals—that their eflect ma
wear out, and 1 have sometimes found it return—that their
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application may be so long as to exhanst and injure a patient
—that like all mesmeric effects they may be perfectly inde-
pendent of imagination.

I found also that persons affected by metels in the mes-
meric state wore often affected by them in the natural state.

I never turned the effects of metals to any other use than
to induce coma when this was desirable and could not be
effected by manipulations, gazing or breathing; to inecrease
the effect of manipulations, &e. ; and to remove pain. 1 never
tried metals extensively and long as Dr. Burq has done :—coins
and pieces of metala of the size of coins, amd small rods a
few inches long, were all I ever used.

It is now known that erystals form another class of agents,
even when not mesmerised. The power of magnmeta upon the
body has been long known: and that in many cases it is
the magnet and not the metal I proved by causing patients
to touch iron not made into a magnet, and, while they were
touching it to make it into & magnet by means of a galvanic
battery in an adjoining room, when strong effects instantly
took place.*

1t is impossible to read Dr, Burg's article and not re.
merber that there has been a practice from time immemorial
in China, that spread thence ages ago to Japan, of plunging
needles of the purest gold or silver, but praferably of gold,
into parts pained or otherwize disordered. In Europe we
term it acupuncture, and employ needles of steel. I pub-
lished an article upon it in the Cyclopedia of Practical Medi-
eine in 1833 ; and in 1827 the Royal Medical Society pub-
lished in the 13th volume of their Transactions my report of
my experience of it. Dr. Copland, with the want of informa-
tion and judgment which have characterized his violent
opposition to phrenclogy, mesmerism, and sll means of
preventing the agony of surgical operations, which, Good
Christian | he contends ough! to be painful, strangely declares
off-hand that the practice of acupuncture has deservedly fallen
into peglect : and for no other reason that I can guess, but
that he i3 very furious at our meemeric victory, The power
of acupuncture is wonderful in uninflammatory rheumatism
of fleshy parts. I reported that in St, Thomas’s Hospital,
“of 42 cases of uninflammatory rheumatism, taken in suc-
cession from my hospital books, 30 were found to have been
cured, and the remaining 12 had clearly not been adapted

* My experiments with the magoet will be foond in Zoiet, Woa. X111, p.
107 ; XV., p. 278. Examples of the effect of gold, &c., in my patients ere to
be found in Nos. III., IV, V., YL, IX,, XIIL, XIII., XXXIV. In very
msny, gold canses a burniog eensation.
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for the remedy, as either heat had existed in the affected
part or heat had aggravated the pain.” Dr, Churchill’s ex.
perience had given all my own results. The proper cases
were the uninflammatory.  Of 129 rheumatic cases treated in
Paris by M. Jules Cloguet, about 85 yielded to acupunctuore.
I found that the benefit was proportionate to the length of time
during which the needles remained. “One needle,” I re-
ported, ‘remaining an hour or more, is more efficacious than
several speedily withdrawn,”” 'Therefore I allowed them to re-
main for sn hour or two, and chserved no harm from their re-
msining four and twenty hours. Failures were frequently as-
eribable to the shortness of their application. It will now be
important to ascertain whether an oceasional canse of failure
may not be that the proper metal has not been selected. Wa
should henceforward have needles of various metals. The
Chiness used their needles to let out some imaginary acrid va-
pour, which they regarded as the canse of disease. miywas igoo-
rant of the mesmeric influence of metals when I examined into
acupuncture, and had no idea of what will probably tern out to
be the nature of the operation of this Eastern practice. Butl
did not attempt to explain the effects by fancies: I confessed
my ignorance. “The modus operandi,” 1 said, “is unknown,
It is neither fear nor confidence: since those who care no-
thing about acupuncture, and those who laugh at their me-
dical attendant for proposing such a remedy, derive the same
benefit if their case is suitable aa thoee who are alarmed or
who submit to it with faith. Neither is it counter-irritation :
since the same benefit is experienced when not the least pain
is occasioned, or when pain is felt.”’* '

Mr. Sananders, of Clifton, sent me a few years ago a steel
apparatus which he had constructed for application to the
head when this part ached, and which he found extremely
useful, I have begged him to communicate his experience
to me, and received the following letter : —

*¢ 1, Upper Poriland Place, Clifton,
 Sept. 11th, 1852,

# Denr 8ir,—1n reply to your note of the 8th, I beg to say that
the iden of euring the Eend-ache by the means of my steel apparatus
occurred in this way., Having read in some mesmeric book (1 forget
which) that by holding & piece of polished steel tightly in the hand

* It is amueing to read in Dr. Coplind's Dictiousry (article .dge), that
if is a good practice to rub babies’ goms with & ring, and that he recommends a
goid ring 83 the most efficacious. He nleo (wrticle Dedilily) insists opon the
undoubted fact that infants often woste and die from alecping with old persons—
s mesmeric fact ; the active snd abundant vital powers of the infant pamsing
into the lsugmid and powerlesa frame of the old person.
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for a few minutes, and then placing it in the band of a patient, sleep
would frequently be induced. I tried the experiment upon Mrs,
Saunders, and she immediately went into the mesmeric sleep, keeping
tight hold of the steel, and saying that it made her band and arm
feel so comfortable that she did not wish it to be taken away, Two
or three days afterwardashe had a bad head-ache. I sent her into
the sleep, 2nd it occurred to me that, as the steel had made her hand
and arm feel comfortable, it might also produce a soothing effect upon
her head. I aecordingly held the steel to the right temple, where
she said she felt the greatest pain, and it began to give immediate
relief : bot she said that her left temple pained ber and also her organ
of Veseration, I took up the poker and held it to the left temple,
still Bolding the steel to the right temple: but ¥ was at a loss to know
hew to get any steel to the organ of Veneration, 1, however, pleced
A pair of scissors on the organ, and i a very short time her head
became perfectly free from pein. Socon after this, & boy, John
Brooks, complained of head-ache. I -sent him ianto the sleep, and
held a sovereign over the part which be said pained him., He im-
mediately cried out that it made the pain worse and burnt him. I
then changed the sovereign for the steel, and he said, * There now,
that be good : 1 feels cooler, and got no pain.”” A short time after-
wards having removed to Bristol, Mrs. Saunders had a return of her
head-ache: and, finding great difficulty in holding steel to both her
temples and organ of Veneration at the same time, I had an appa-
ratus made of steel, which, after trying its powers upon many in-
dividuals with the greatest success, I sent up to you begging your
ncceptance of it. This was in the year 1847; the early part of it.
Since then I have made considerable use of steel for head-ache and
in cases of local inflammation. But it requires great care; for, when
the disesse is not the result of too great an accumulation of electri-
city (or whatever the force may be called), then the steel produces n
degree of cold, causing numbness in the part. When once the
steel becomes charged, it shoald be removed, and fresh steel applied.
One of my patients, a young lady, who suffers from severe pains in
the head, has two or three pieces of steel constantly by her side: and,
when the pain comea on, her mother or sisters hold the steel to the
part affected; and, es the pain leaves her, they feel the heat pass off
into their fingers, and the patient herself says that she feels tﬁe heat
as it were forcing itself out of her head, When once the steel be-
eomes charged, it discontinues to do » and they change it for
another piece; and by the time that this second piece has become
heated the firet is agaia ready for use.
T remain, dear Sir,
* Yours obediently,

¢ Dr. Elliotson, * 8. D). SAuNDERS,

“I will jest mention that the steel apparatus is chiefly of use in
the absence of the mesmerizer ; and, although I frequently make nse
of it, yet I find that the cures effected by my Aand alone are of a
more permanent description.  But where there i3 head-ache with pain
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in some other part of the body, say the leg (neuralgin), then the ap-
paratns is of great use, as it relieves the head and allows you at the
seme time to devote your whole energies to the leg.”

A lady consulted me several years ago on account of in-
tense nervous and muscular debility. I discovered no struc-
tural disesse or other affection, and conzidered that iron was
the proper remedy. I gave it her loog and in large quan-
tities; but in vain. Bhe consulted a real and respectable
clairvoyante at Paris, who gave also the same opinion as my-
self and prescribed iron, but in the form of a bath. She
remained long @aily sitting in a bath into which many pieces
of rusty iron were kept : and she perfectly recovered and is
well to this day.

One of the best forms of irop, especially with children,
who take it willingly mixed with treacle, is the brown or
chocolate-coloured powder called sesquioxide. A small quan-
tity often suffices. But I found that large guantities fre-
quently cured obstinate diseases when small quantities had
failed, and cured common cases more quickly., These facts
were et not by opposite facts, but by the assertion that the
preparation is very insoluble and so minute a quantity is ab-
sorbed that a minute dose must be always as good as a full
dose, and that we see the far greater part of it pass off black
from the bowels. Now if 2 most soluble form of iron is given, so
large a quantity passes off as equally to blacken the evacuations:
and I always replied that I did not know that absorption was
indispensable ; I did not know that the simple contact of the
medicine was not the agency ; and, if it were, that a quantity
enough to produce constant contact all along the immense
surface of the alimentary canal might be advisable. I cured
two very bad cases of lock-jaw, arising from & contused wound,
the one of a great toe, the other of athumb: and the Royal
Medical and Surgical Society recorded the cures in its Trans-
actions. Each patient took many ounces daily of the iron
powder.

All these facts harmonize beautifully with Dr. Burg’s
observations.

Silver, copper, iron, zine, and other metals have a high
reputation in nervous affections.

Just as he found with his external plates, we find one
metal given internally succeed in the nervous disease of one
patient, another in that of another.

Knowing how much both mesmeric power and suscepti-
bility are increased by warmth, it might be well to ascertain
whether the power of metallic plates is greater when they
are applied warm and kept warm by coverings: and the facts

VOL. X. x
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which I noticed in sugmenting and reviving the mesmeric
effects of metals make i1t desirable to ascertain whether frie-
tion with the metallic plates ever adds to their power. Would
they ever be more efficacious if mesmerised ? .

I will not close this note without expressing my coinei-
dence with Dr. Burg in his recommendation not to repress
the muscular violence of fits. I always sllow a patient in a fit
to agitate himself to the ntmost, taking care that he shall not
hurt himself, The force ought to expend itself: and, besides
this consideration, I am eatisfied that there is usnally some
consciousness in the deepest apparent insensibility, though
all may be afterwards forgotten, and that by restraining the
muscular actions we only irritate and distress the patient and
spgravate the disorder.

I1. 4n Account of the Mesmeric Hospilal in Bengal since Dr.
Eedaile’s departure from India. Communicated by Dr.
Elliotson.

i The monster delurion of the century, however, may detain we somewhat
longer. Jt, too, hae not eprung to life in our generstion, thaugh it has equaily
received the stamp which marka the time in which it flonrighes, in having had ita
woarvels multiplied by engrafting it npon smother so-called science, resuecitated
for the purpose from fast-approaching oblivies.

** The amslgamation bas, as might be supposed, made but a motley figare of
the #wo absurdities ; the mesmerisiog system came with pretensions to a power
actoslly superfuman, which, applied by instruments the most puerile, was suffi-
cient to remodel the physical condition of man, snd overturn his whole moral
state. e have been dold thal a_few slarings or grimaces, or holding ¢f another
Auman being'e {humbs, was enough (o cause the spivit ' to shuffle off ifs mortal
eoil,” and endus o crealure with a sort ¢f omnipresence and omniscience. We
start st all this pure essential spiritedlity, and are then presented with s strange
contradiction in the aseertion that the recipient of these marvellous powers remaina
atill prostrated benesth the iser's will, apd that the functions both of
mind and sense, which can he exercised without their proper organs, may stilt
be excited and directed by his touch npon certain imaginary organs in the brain,
mapped out upon the skult, There iv excuse enough in the face of these abear.
dities to refesse us from the weary task of trying to discugegs the few grains of
trath from the mocntain of which comy this so-called science, espe-
cially a3 one of the earlier features of its bistory is repeated and bronght. forward
in a form most whimsical at the present moment. Each profesior in his furn
Aa d Aig pred af i {tre, Mesmer dencunced Hell, and D'Eslon,
Mesmer ; and the e‘lactro-btologut wow in his nightiy exhibition defies sll the
world to prove that his philosophy is connected in the most remate degree with
that of the mesmeriats. Affer the often-repeated invesiigalions, and oz mony
confulations, by really learned and imparfiel men, it is hard to be continoelly
appealed to, 56 we are, to bestow time which might be far more nsefully employed
than in sifting the fricky evidence, [ conceive that the same test which was given
g to distinguish between true and false prophets may withont impropriety be
applied to discriminate between true and false philosophers: * Yon may know
them by their fraits.” Tried by this rule, we sball fisad that while our men of
real science have bestowed on this generation two benefits which are actual bless-
inga to society,—that while the oatural revalsion of the frame under surgical
assistance ie altogether spared, and while most distant friende have guined the
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consolation of immediate communication,—WE MAY 3Z4RCR IN YAIN FOR ONB
BINGLE WELL-ATTESTED PRACTICAL HENEPIT FAOM THE INVENTORS OF THIS
SYSTEM, WHO CLAIM & MYSTERIOUS CONTEOL OVER THE MOST BUBTLE AND
POTENT AGENCik8. It is plessant to paes from these *speciosa mirmcula’ of
empiricirm to glance at the practical advantages which we are daily deriving from
the advance of science in the legitimste path of sourd induction.”—A Lecrune
DELIVERED sEFORg vE LoNnon Couteag oF Puvarcians Tuis SumMuza By
Dr. Avneuson, a Gradoste of Cambridge and Feilow of the College ! and pub-
lished in the Lawcer for Jnly 24th, 1852.*

I rece1vep the following accounts, the one by a native sur-
geon, the other by a Fellow of Caius College, Cambridge,
frorn Dr. Webb, accompanied by a letter, which I will take
the liberty of prefixing to them. Dr. Webb’s excellent,
honest, and courageouns introductory lecture, delivered at the

* Mesmerists are blessed beyond other peuple. Their vocupation is to lessen
the pufferings of their fellow-creatures and to study the greatest of ol) noture’s
wonders : and for their recreation after their toils there is provided for them a eet
of merry mad waga, who refrain from no broad farcieal misrepresentation nor
fram any kind of language which they hope will produce a laugh, Dr. Alderson
in at the hesd of these performers, now that Mr. Wakley bas retired into the
shade. Throwing aside fact and argument and ali politenass of langusge, as
harloquin does his cloak, he comes forth full of fun, Aourishing his haton, hitting
to the vight and left, cotting delightfui capers, and, by ' ewalgawation™ with
the functions of another personage who is alwaya present in pantomimes, he ex-
claima that we grimace, pretend to snperhuman powers, send off the soul on
errands, endow people with & sorl of omnipresence and omnipoteace, and that
we do this by a few grimaces, He deserves thonders of appianse for the self.
sacrifice which such performances require. Poor mel I have pever grimaced ;
1 have never pretended to superdwman power, never atterpted more than a
simple natural process,—a process s simple and natoral s turning an electric
machine ; [ have never tried to loosen any body’s sou!l and make it s e off, 1
have never even looked for ft; I have never tried to endow people with onmipre-
#ence and omnipofence, nor did 1 ever suspect there was more than one sorf of
omnipresence and omeipotence: 1 have never thought of amalgamating the ab-
surdity of mesmerism with any other abpwrdity ; 1 have never acevsed oy prede-
ceasorn of imposiure, nor my cotemporaries either. 'We mesecerists do not quarrel,
but imitate the suecessors of Mesmer, the virtnous Puységur and Delenze and
a host of athers, and are united heart and hand to support truth and beoevolence.
I have never meen a confidofion of yesmeriam, nor known it to be incesiigated
and confuled by any impartial and learned man ; | have never offered fricky evi-
dence: I did oot know that mof onme magle weli-aflesied proctical benefif has
arisen from meamerism. 1 thought that hondreds of the most dreadful surgical
operations bad been performed under mesmerism withoet psin: I thought that
th de of unguestionable cures had been performed with mesmerism afier the
failore of all other means,—cures of pains, convolsions, insanity, palay, ulcers,
tamors, cancer, &c.: sod 1 thought that they were recorded by cereful, trathfol
persons, with the names and addresses of the patients, ths mesmerisers, and the
professional brethren of Dr. Alderson who had failed to effect & cure by reapect.
able means, as well ax with the opinions of thoss former attendants reapecting bath
the nature of the disense and ite Future result: I thought that the ten velumes of
The Zoist were a8 suthentic and satisfactory records of medical benefits an any
medical work ever written : T was guite proud of our fruifs.

Fiddle ds dee, says Dr. Alderson on hearing this. Piddle de dee. Have [ not
fnvestigated mesmerism for myself laborioualy and practically ? Am | not the
very cleverest man in Europe ! 'Who are yon ?

Oh the merry rogue! He is almost tog had, but we can’t help laughing at
him.~—JoBN ErLioTson.

x2
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opening of the sixteenth session of the Caleutta Medical
College in 1850, and published at the request of the Council
of Education in India, was laid by me before the readers of
The Zpist in No. XXXII.

“ Caleutta, June 3rd, 1852.

“My dear Dr. Elliotson,—I dare say it is guite possible
that you may find some difficulty in making out by recollec.
tion your ancient vis-a-vis neighbour at Mr. Alcock’s, in Bur-
lington Street, of above twenty years ago, whom you used
to take in your carmiage to St, Thomas’s, and shew the use
of the stetioacope, by induction upon the living and demon.-
stration upon the dead, in diseases of the heart and chest.
Twenty years have not effaced my gratitude to yourself, nor
have years of silence diminished my admiration of yourtalents:
for, if ever there way one man in Eogland more legitimately
entitled to fair medical fame, 1 only regret that I never met
with him. Physiology and pathology were studied and rea-
soned upon with more comprehensive grasp and more patient
industry than by any other physician. It is evident, therefore,
that you were best fitted by the excellence of your talents
and reputation to exert soroe lasting influence upon medicine
apd guide us to new lights in science. In mesmerism you
have done just what those who most highly valued your cha-
racter would have known you must do,—* stand by it for the
truth’s sake.’

*Well, for six years T have followed you Aere, as T did
with the stethoscope. I had risen se high in the clairvoyant
estimation of my friend Esdaile that he made it a last request
with the Government that I should succeed to the mesmeric
hospital, Should you sce him, he will learn with surprise
that that charge which was prowized Aim, and given lo me, as
T understood, was, after fourteen months, supposed never to
have been given, but conferred on some one else, as I learnt
from the newspapers first, who, so far as T know, never had a
mesmeric case,

“ However, here is a statement of eight months’ practice
at the hospital while under my charge.

“The native figure of a tumor, to remove which from the
neck fhe carolid artery and jugular vein were exposed while
the man slept quietly in the mesmeric trance, may amuse you
or the readers of the journal if vou give it a place.* I fancy
that these emormous serotal operations would have interest
elsewhere if no English medical journals give them publica-

* See Plate.
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tion. The improvements in scrotal operations are very great:
upon this subject 1 am preparing a work, and, if Eugland
will not give it a place, I will give it publication abroad.
“ Yours sincerely,
“ ArLtan Wess, M.D,,
“ Professor of Anatomy, Med. Col., Caleutta.”

“ Report of the Government Sukeas’ Lane Dispensary and
Mesmeric Hospital. From May to December, 1851
{Drawn up by the Native Sub-Assistant Surgeon at the
request of Dr, Allan Webb, Surgeon Superintendent.)

“ After the departure of the late Dr. Bose to Lahore, in
December, 1849, the Sukeas’ Dispensary was enlarged, and
incorporated with Dr. Esdaile’s Mesmeric Hospital (May,
1850}, and confirmed by orders of Government in July, 1850,
The present establishment of officers therefore consists of an
European surgeon® superintendent, a sub-assistant surgeon,
two compounders, one dresser, and three mesmerisers, with
nipe inferior servants, as durwan, bhistee, cooks, and coolies,
&c. The monthly expense, including the house-rent, amounts
to ra. 397, and rs. 53 for bazaar expenses and dietiog of sick.
Total —Co.’s rs. 450.

“The total vumber of out-door patients, treated during
the past half year, amounts to 3,646 ; of whom 3,270 were
relieved, 6 incurable, 327 absconded,t 4 died, and 85 re-
mained under treatment on the 31st December, 1851, The
daily average of attendance was 63-54.

“The accompanying returns of the house-patients show
the total number treated 67, cured 40, incurable 5, ceased to
attend 10, died 5, and 9 remain under cure. The daily ave.
rage of sick was 11-49,

“The reputation and the utility of the institution, it is
pleasing to state, are now even greater than formerly. Ocea-
sionally, in order to be operated upon under mesmerism, re-
spectable persons gladly become house-patients, bearing the
cost of their own support. Gopaul Chunder Bose, a writer
to the Bengal Secretariat; Rammohun Roy, a merchant;
Tsser Chunder Sircar, a merchant; and Nufferloll Ghosain,
priest to His Highness the Maharajah of Burdwan, were pa.
tients of this class.

““ Cases of hypertraphied scrotum, for the cure of which
this institution has especial reputation, eontinue to come in
for relief from the remotest parts of Bengal, as for instance,

* It ia not now under European superintendence.
T Gave up attending.
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Beerbhoom, Purmesh, Chitiagong, and Cuttack,—places dis-
tant from two to five handred miles from Caleutts, and in
one instance (30th October, 1850), a patient, by name Assub
Khallasee, came round from Bombay for scrotal operation
under mesmerism. He was mesmerised and operated upon
on the third day, aod returned perfectly well to Bombay.

“ Mesmeric treatment has not been confined, however, to
scrotal operations. From among the out-patients, other cases
requiring capital surgical or other operations have been ad-
mitted,

“From the annexed descriptive roll of operations per-
formed at this hospital, it will be seen that they amonnt to 29
during eight months. The corresponding period of the pre-
vipus year shows only 25 : increase 4.

“In the month of Augnat last, hospital gangrene break-
ing out; and in November last, the building undergoing a
thorough repair; it became necessary to reject all applications
for operations. At least half a dozen wero sent away, one of
them after being completely mesmerised and ready for the
knife.

“ Of three operations, which shall be detailed hereafter,
there were two cases of unurually large adipose tumors: one
situate on the back of the right shoulder, twisting round icto
the axilla ; and the other hanging down from the side of the
neck, commencing below the angle of the lower jaw.* The
tumors were nearly as large as the head. Dr. Webb removed
both of them by single incisions and dissected out the con-
tents, leaving the flaps of skin entire, ultimately to contract.
This was effected by keeping the sdhesive and granulatin
processes confined to the edges of the enormous sacs: an
the consequence was that the ntmost freedom existed in rais-
ing the arm in the one case, or ia turning the head in the
other, after the cures were complete. The third was a case
of hypertrophied scrotum of buge size. It weighed after
operation upwards of ninely pounds and was of fwenly-eight
yeary’ growlh.

“This tumor messured at the neck 24 feet; the antero-
posterior measurement was 5§ feet, and the oblique one 6}
feet. In the Mesmeric Hospital practice this case stands
alone, from the circumstance of a tumor of this size being
removed under the influence of chloreform. The man could
not be mesmerised either under Dr. Esdaile’s instructicns, or
at a later period under Professor Webb’s. The probable
cause of this is that the man was accustomed to take opium,

* See Plate.
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lately to the enormous extent of four drachma daily (solid
opium). The distress, however, of his life, from the size of
the tumor, induced him to beg its removal under any circum-
stances; and the only question then to consider was the best
means of removing it. It was resolved by Dr. Webb on con-
sultation not to save the testes, not to dissect nor look for
hernia, but, having secured the colis, to remove st once the
reat.

“The passage from the orifice at the surface of the tumor
to the symphisis pubis was two feet six inches; and hidden,
for the greater part of its leagth, under five inches of flesh.
To have laid open this passage, as is usual in small opera-
tions, would have caused great, and, as Dr. Webb thought,
fatal, heemorrhage. He therefore first introduced the long
bistonri caché, opened it, and thus determined, ronghly, the
position of the end of the colis, which was three inches below
the surface. One cut, about 12 inches long, was made
across the anterior half of the base, down to the point of the
bistouri: twe short cuts of sbout 3 inchea long were made
at right angles to this—one up to the pubes, the other down
along the bistouri. By these three cuts, the blood was im-
mediately drained off, and the colis convenienly laid open.
It was seized and pulled upwerds, and, by a single stroke
below, dissected out. Ome of Liston’s longest knives was
then thrust guite through the neck of the tumor, and, by one
cut to the nght and another to the left, the huge mass was
completely severed from the body. 'Thus the cutiing part
was reduced to five strokes, and the whole only ocoupied five
seconds, as stated by the Rev. J. Long, C.M.S., who care-
fully took the time;* the heemorrhage was very little, not
more than in the ordinary-sized tumors removed daily. One
reason why so little blood was lost is that the tumor was
drawn up by a pulley fastened to the ceiling, and well drained
before operating.

“The intolerable burden of this enormous appendage,
added to the excessive quantity of opium which the man
took, had s0 much worn out his constitution, that he did
not long survive the operation! The digestive powers of his
stomach wholly failed, and he expired, on the eleventh day, of
exhaustion.t .

* 4 The tumor ctt off fram the poor Chinaman, Hoo-Loo, in London, was
smaller than this considerably. It took the swgeons, Sir A. Cooper and Key,
oue bour acd forty minntes to remove it. The man left the table a ocorpse,
Brett's firat case, 20 minutes ; (Goodeve’s, 14 minotes. Two minutes and a half
or three minutes, seppose, generally.”

1 * The constitutions! force—etr pife, is greatly upheld by uping mesmeriom,
instead of, a8 in this ingtance, chlocoform. This man would perhaps have sur.
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“One case came in of false passage in the urethra, and
another of compound fracture of the gelvis. The urethral
case was admitted on the sixteenth day of the sccident.
There was incipient sloughing from urinary infiltration of the
perineum, and the bladder was paralyzed. An operation,
therefore, becoming imperative, the patient absconded. In
the other case the proper bones of the pelvis had pierced the
urinary bladder. He came oo the third day. The accident
was caused by the man’s being crushed under a huge bale of
cotton, while carrying it with three others on their heads;
and, except the local injuries, there was not much constitu-
tional disturbance present. But after five days the man was
compelled by his wife to go to his native village, whence she
came to escort him.,

«Of the five incurables, that of dislocation of the {emur,
backwards and downwards, into the ischiatic notch, merits
mention. The man, the subject of this case, applied ten
weeks after the accident. Dr. Webb, however, by steady
tension of the limb for about an hour at a time under chlo-
roform, succeeded on the second attempt in drawing out the
head of the bone from its new attachwments as far as the edge
of the acetabulom, which, having been filled up, the dislo-
cated bone could not re-enter: yet an artificial but useful
joint was formed at the acetabulum by proper position. The
men, with lacerated wound, came down from Beerbhoom :
part of his right forebead and cheek, and the globe of the
eye, were torn off by a wild bear six years ago, and the
frontal and nasal sinuses expozed to view. The unprotected
state of these passages was n source of constant distress to
him from dust and insects ; and, with the view to relieve the
man by rhinoplastic operation, he was at first ordered to be
mesmerised, which succeeded quickly and completely: but,
the scalp becoming diseased by numerous little abscesses and
exfoliation of bone, he was dismissed the hospital, as the
attempt to transplant new skin upon parts so diseased would
prove fruitless,

“ Another case was one in which Dr. Webb detected by
percussion an inguinal hernia imbedded in the large scrotal
tumor, for the removal of which the patient had come down

vived, if it had been possible to mesmerise bim. Another case of eighiy pounds'
weighl, npon which I operaled in mesmeric france, did well,

“ The 2hock is diminisbed in oor days both by mesmerism and by chloroform.
In tomors of equel size dieeding is governed by the time. If the operation be
ovaor in four minntes, it will be two.thirds less than in fiftesn minat Dr. Goodeve
cstimated thirty or forty ounces to have been lost in his case. Now in ordinary
cages it in ten or fourteen ounces,—A, Wess."
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from Beerbhoom. Had the intestine been eut, the man must
have died,

“The deaths which occurred were unavoidable. Three
were cases of scrotal tumors, one of which has already been
noticed. The second died of serous apoplexy, which mani.
fested itself on the second day from the operation. And the
third died on the nineteenth day from the operation, when
the wound was healing rapidly, of obstinate giarrhuza, com.
pletely exhausting him. The fourth casualty oecurred from
protracted spleen disease. And the fifth and the last from
gangrene. ‘This last man had maliguant disease of the face
and of the testis, He came in in s hopelesa state; the dead
and the diseased parts were cut off to give him a chance of
recovery ; the man already sinking, died on the next morning.
The wiscroscopic examination of the testis by Professor
Walker presented some very rare and curiobs resalts: the
man had the same disease in other parts apparently.

“To return te the operations, sizteen out of the twenty-
ninte cases, including fourteen of scrotal tumors, that of ad-
hesion of the arm to the chest, and the tumor on the neck,
were operated upon in the mesmeric trance. Two more com-
pletely meamerised were sent back after they were mesmerised,
as stated above. Eleven were chloroformed, and two had not
any anmsthetic agent. They remained in hospital at an ave-
rage forty-four and s half days.

“It 18 extremely to be regretted that no purely medical
cases have been admitted, for wan! of means and of space in
the wards.

“ It might be mentioned appropriately in this place, that,
unlike other hospitals, the extensive suppuraticg wounds
conseguent upoun scrotal operations (larger than in any other
kiod of amputations, excepting perhaps at the hip-joint) re-
quire constant cleaning of the wards, and very soon spoil the
mattresses, &c.: and 1t is palpable that the want of cleanh-
ness, and the crowding of the wards to any extent, become
highly obnoxious to the patients. There are at present threo
wards capable of holding altogether & dozen of beds only.
The greatest number of patients at one time was fifteen, and
thus it was that the hospital gangrene, in August, 1851,
broke out. This could be avoided by frequent changing of
the mattresses and blankets, &c., and increasing the wards
by building out-offices of accommodation for the compounders
and dressers, &c.; but unfortunately there are nol funds for
i, Any surplus money of the late mesmeric hospital could
hardly be more appropriately applied than to the wants snd
purpeses of this institution.
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“ With regard to the mesmerisers attached to the inatitu-
tion, they have been guite as successful as formerly in indue-
ing trances, in many instances on the first day, and so intense
as to allow of an operation on the same day, or on the second.
It was upon three occasions that two or more mesmeric ope-
rations were performed in one day. On the 27th of October
last, Hia Excellency the Ex-Governor of Batavia and suite were
present, and were quite struck with admiration and astounish-
went at witpessing for the first time the practical application
of mesmerism. Hhen His Excellency observed the man who
had suffered amputation of the largest tumor still sleeping
calmly a quarter of an hour after ampulation, he emphatically
said to Dr, Webb, ‘T was mistaken, for I thought mesmeriam
was but charlatanism ; you have most honourably convineed
me of ita vast utility. I am astonished, I cannot tell yon how
much so, at what I have witnessed. 'This is most honourshle
to you and to the Government, On my return to Europe, I
will mention in every country I may viait, the wonders which
I have witnessed in the Caleutta Mesmeric Hospital.’

“(On the second occasion, of three cperstions in one day,
Professor Walker was present and many students of the Me-
dical College. On the third occasion, a large concourse of
natives of respectability and of missionary clergymen.

“There have been severnl applications for the servicea of
our mesmerisers in medical casea from persons of the highest
rapk and respectability, and occasionally from professional
wmen.

“ Qur mesmeriser, Megjaun, obtained a reward of . 300
for his success; which may be permitted an appropriate men-
tion in this place.

* When the tumors have not been very large, or the ope-
rations not greatly dangerouns, as amputations of the leg and
foot, &c., or the patients for many days resisted the mesmerie
infinence, or where the cases urgently demanded immediate
operation, Dr. Webb has used chioroform.

“PyrManNUND SeT,
« Sub-Adssistant Surgeon.”’

“ 4 Visit to the Mesmeric Hospital.

“1i was my good fortuoe to be present at the Mesmeric
Hospital on the occasion of the visit of His Excellency, the
late Governor-General of Java, M. Rochusen ; and, though
I have often witnessed expressions of surprise and approbation
at the uniform success of the terrible operations there per-
formed, yet nothing ever approached the ecstatic commenda-
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tions of that noble stranger. He had, as usnal, been sight-
seeing, and not a little startled by the uproar at a Govern.
ment opium sale; but neither the heat of the day, nor the
fatigues of the moruning, could prevent his making his way to
what he justly conasidered a ¢ grand spectacle.’

“Few persons know where the hospital is now situated,
and fewer still can spare time and horses for the journey. It
was certainly most unfortunate for the mesmeric cause, that
Government removed the establishment from Dhurrumtollah
to the distent and unknown region of Sukeas’ Street: for
men of business have loat sight of the inetitution, when, from
the number and magnitude of the operations, a visit would
have been doubly interesting. Cases which, five years sgo,
would have attracted the Deputy.Governor, and a host of
high officials, are now without a spectator,

“ Hia Excellency’s curiosity had been aroused at tbe
Bishop’s breakfast table, where, for the first time in his life,
he heard mesmerism spoken of with respect, Hitherto he
had considered it as little better than humbug, or, if not, as
something akin to the black art, The whole party, by assur-
ing him of the reality of its effects, disabused his mind of
the former notion, and our venerable diocesan, as in duty
bound, combatted the latter, and saved the character of poor
mesmeriam from such an unhappy aspersion. Fortified by
the word of a bishop and of Dr, Webb, who looked a most
unlikely man for an arch wizard, His Excellency determined
to see the whole with his own eyes.

“The hospital may be reached either by a long drive
down the Circular Road, until groves of palms begin o take
the place of hounses, or by Amherst Street, To persons not
knowing the locality, the latter is the better road, as a sign-
board, a little beyond the Alms.hounse, points out the way
clearly. The building is situated in a narrow lane, over-
arched by palms, between Awherst Street and the Circular
Road, and 18 shewn by an English and Bengallee inscription
to be the Mesmeric Hospital and Sukesns’ Dispensary. Tt
looked dingy and neglected, a peepul tree flourishing st the
top sent its long roots to the very foundation. On the trees
outside the compound wall, large flocks of bate were banging
from the half-withered branches, like rows of soda-water
bottles. The lower floor contained three large, and five or
six small, rooms, while a single apartment, perched on the
roof, formed the upper story.

*The gentlemen who were present to receive the Governor,
conducted him into the dispensary, where sbout ope hundred
patients are every morning treated for all the ills that flesh is
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heir to. Dr. Webb introduced to him a gentlemanly-lookiug
native, the resident officer of the hospital, and & most skilful

ractitioner, His Excellency remarked, that it was very cre-
gita.ble to the Medical College to train such superior men for
sub-sasistant surgeons; and added tbat he had made some
attempts of the same kind in Java, but that kis mos! sucresgful
measure was Lhe prohibition of ineculation, and the universal
introduction of vaccination, by whick small pox had been ban-
ighed from Java as completely as il is from Denmark, where
doctors live and die withou! cver seeing a single case.

“ The next room, ornamented with a curious ceiling of
carved wood, was large, dark, and dirty. The filthy beds,
covered for the occasion with white sheets, were occupied
by patients in all stages of recovery, most of whom had been
operated ou in the mesmeric trance. One had lately been
freed from an extraordinary tumor, as big as his head, and
projecting from his neck or rather his lower jaw, which was
still hideous with large bags of skin; the arm of another
which had grown into his side, had lately been dissected out;
the rest seemed cases of those moustrons elephantoid tumors
for which the hospital is celebrated. On thia occasion, or the
week after, 1 forget which, I saw one poor man in a side
room ward, who seemed anchored on his hed, or rather moored
to a great buoy —a tumor apparently heavier than the rest of
his emaciated body. In these extreme cases, the outline of
# man approximates to that of a gigautic wasp. The sufferer
had so altered his pervous system, by the habitual use of
opium, as to be insensible to mesmeric action, and was to be
treated with chloroform as soon as he recovered from a violent
attack of fever.

“'We were now introduced to the third ward, where the
objects of our visit were dimly seen through the gloom, each
with a mesmeriser at his head brooding over him. A door
was now opened, and a flood of the brighiest light poured into
the room, without disturbing the proceedings, The lhree
patients slept soundly as before, and the mesmerisers, all vi-
gorous young men, two of whom were Hindus and one a
Mussalman, continned their labours: each, with a serious
earnest expression of countenance, bent over his subject’s
face, as though about to kiss it, breathed on the eyes, and
laid his hands on the pit of the stomach, or moved them with
hooked fingers before the brow.

“To test the intensity of the coma, the first man was
pricked with a sharp pointed knife on the most sensitive parts
of the body. As no flinching was perceptible, a Live coal was
dropped on the inside of his thigh; and, as he still slept pro-
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foundly, he was declared ready for the operation. Dr. Webb
now drew His Excellency’s attention to some of the distin-
guishing features of the mesmeric trance. The jaw was rigid,
s0 that none of us could open it; the eyelids kept up a con-
stant quiver; apd the limbs, when lifted up, fell back like
those of & corpse. He then went to the second and third
beds, and treated their sleeping occupants to the same expe-
rimentom crucie of fire and steel, There was somelhing awful
in {he imperturbable repose, which stood out against this.
Those who at first thought that they could not endure the
sight of blood, were now convinced thal there could be no
puin, and defermined fo remain, The instroments, which had
been previously examined, were now bronght in; and mur-
derous weapons they looked. One, ecalled the bistouri, espe-
cially attracted attention, being a long thin reaping hook, and
opening from its attached sheath like a pair of scissors. The
doctor now donned his hospital suit, which cousisted of oil-
skin trousers, terminating in & pair of fisherman’s hoots, and
an apron reaching to the neck,

“ He informed us that it was an unexpected pleasure that
he could shew us three cases, as he had heard ouly of one,
for the two others had come in only the day previous. They
were, however, quite ready. Two were scrotal tumors and
the third something else, I think a cancer. The first tumor,
the size of a cow’s udder, was laid bave, and the bistouri
introduced. It was a sickening yet wonderful sight, to see
the long knife slashing through the mass, and yet avoiding,
a3 by a miracle, the parts to be preserved ; and the fingers of
the assistants who pounced eagerly on the spouting blood-
vessels. The long deep preliminary gashes, the careful dissec-
tion oul of paris kidden in the cenlre of the mass, the severance
of the tumor, when these were secured, the tying up of nearly
twenty blood-vessels—all did not occupy, by my watch, three
minutes. While this was going on, the mesmeriser, donbled
up at the head of the bed, was pouring his whole soul into
the patient’s face, who continued ta slumber like an infant.

*“The second case was then disposed of, but even more
gunickly and with the same success.

“The first patient, who, after the operation, had beeu
left by the mesmeriser, now began to awake; and the Go-
vernor, who was standing uear, called our attentioh to him.
He was very compased, but perfectly ignorant thatl anything
unusual had happened ; and, on being asked when he would
like to have the operation performed, calmly answered, ‘ now.’
The sheet was removed, and Ae saw with unullerable amaze-
ment that his burden was gone,
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* There was something so touching in his Jook of surprise
when fully satisfied that all was over, something so grateful
in his efforts to kiss the doctor’s extended hand, that the
whole party was affected.

“ His Excellency, wilA lears in hir eyes, now withdrew
from the room, and, after grasping Dr. Webb’s hand energe-
tically, and pouring out a torrent of English, Datch, and
French gratulations, in which ‘brave man, °respectable
maun,” were chiefly distinguishable, took leave of the Mes-
meric Hoepital.

“Jt iz pleasing to know, that, not only in Calcutta, but
subsequently in the North West, he has declared his inten-
tion of vindicating the claims of mesmerism in hia own
country, and will, perhaps, be able to obtain some recogni-
tion in Europe of the benevolent exertions of that extraor-
dinary man, Esdaile, who performed these painless operations
before ether or chloroforms was known, who prevailed upon
the Government to found this hospital, and who established
a reputation among the natives of India through a wider
circle than Great Britain itself. Jews, Mussulimans, and
Hindus speak of this ¢ great hakeem,” as more than mortal :
‘ By a look he eould kill, by a look he could make alive’

“H. Wooprow, M.A_,
“ Fellmw of Caius College, Cambridge.’'*

4 Heo who can read such sccounts without deep emotion must be lost to the
beat feelings of our nature. So must the practitioner, who, hearing of them,
refusee to examine serionsly into the snbject ; and lost to sll sense of hoanoer also.
For, when he receives money from patients, it in imphed that he hay treated
them in the best method according to the Imowledge of his day : and yet, aware
of the existence of sach important practical traths sa are in The Zois?, he has
proudly refused to read a word, to hear a word, or to witness a fact.

When in 1838 1 had a seton inserted ioto the neck of Elizabeth Okey without
her knowledge tn the wards of University College Haospital, every oue of my col.
lengies wus absent and snecred at the matter. When the touching seeount of the
psinless amputation at Wellow was read in the Medical and Chirurgical Soriety
in 1942, the members united in one movement of contempt: and et the follow.
ing meeting with rabid viclence ordered that no minute of such an account having
beeo read should sppear in their books. The numerons important operations
since performed paiulessly in England, America, and France, and the hundreds of
operations, many of them terrific, performed painlessly in Indis, and all recorded
in the volumes of Fhe Zoist, are passed over in contemptucus silence by the me-
dical journslists, no less than the sccounts of all the beantiful and blessed cares
and allavintioue of discase by mesmerism.

The profession not only live in the completest and proudest voluntary igoa-
ranee of or science, but, when eetrested by unbenefitted patients to wlow =
trisl of mesmeriom, cruelly object ; and, when too well off to care for the patient,
declare they will never attend again if mesmerism is empleyed, and they allow
the disease and the suffering to continue and death to ensue without a trial of it.

The world sre beginning to stand aghast at this fearful apectacle. They
bave hitherto believed the profesaion to be ardent in the scquisition of know-
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lodge, enlightened snd liberal, disinterested and bencvolent, They cannot recon-
cile the present doloes, the present bigotry, the present intoleratics, the preseat
selfishness and hard-heartednese of the professian, of ita members, bath high and
bumble, metropolitan 2nd provincial, with their former idess. Deep is tha
melf-indicted injury done to the profession, and certain is the severity of the
judgment of poaterity against its mombera of the present generation.

The secount of the support given by Government at present to mesmerism ia
disnal. Where ia the (Governor-General? Where are those good men under
him who formerly behaved so nobly in the matter of mesmerism '*  Where the
numerous Heh natives who came forward ?—*¢ Threa wards capable of Aolding
altogeiber a dozen bedt only I * and thus il wos thal the hospital gangrene
broke out 1" *« TAir could be avoided, §e., but unforiunately there are not funds
Jor it/ The Hospital removed by Government “to the distand and uninown
region of Sukeas’ Street ! ' The duilding ie silucfed in a narrow lone /"'—
" dingy ond neglected/” + The next room derd and dirly /*  No purely me-
dicsl cares have been admitied for wamt ¢f meaxw and of spoce in the wards /

If Dr. Eadaile had destroyed haif aa many lives an he has saved, if he had
cansed half ma much misery aa he has cansed happiness, bac lad on troops as ke
Ieadn on his medical brethren in India, living acd future, to victory, be would
have been made a K.B., been atyled * 8ir,” or ‘“Lord"” sand sfter him hia
heire male lawfully bogotten, he would heve received a ahower of stars and rib-
bons, and been banquetted both on leaving India and on srriving in England.

I have just met with the following passages in & new and interesting book—
Journal of a Writer's Tour in India ; with a vieif 10 the Court of Nepoxi, By
the Hon. Capt. Prancia Egetton, R.N. 2 vols. London, 1852. vol. i., p. 137 :—
# During the dsy Grosvenor went with Sir John Littler to ses an operation per-
formed on 4 native in & state of wesmoric aleep, 1 was to bave gone, bat missed
Capt. M., who wad to have driven me to the house of the operntor, Dr. Fedaile.
The operstion was completely soccesefal : it was the removal of 2 tamor weighing
twenty-five pounds. The patient suffered no pain, knew nothing of the operation
until he was awakened, Lost comparstively little blood, and was not wesker than
vsual after am operation of the kind. When he felt for the tornor and found it
goue, he said, ‘ My life ia saved.’ Dr. Endaile has performed many severe ope-
rations ander mmilar circomstances with complete saccess. It scems strange that
a s}:i.ence’ ”° little known or used in England ahould be so successfnlly carried out
in Indis,

Thus it ia that the world becomes gradually informed of mesmeric painless
surgical operations, while the medica) joornalists, compilers of Resfrospects and
Vade Mecums, fancy they are abla to hide our great truths from mankind. They
are as sbsurd as children, who shvt their &yes and then believe that nobody can
soe them : and like great babiea they fancy that their profession, with its journals,
its coliegen and societies, is the universe; and in that narrow circle they move,
baving no understanding of sught beyoad it, of sablime traths, of true giory, of
anything largo and nobls,—Jorn ELitorsoN.

* Nos. X¥I1., XXIY,



Return of House Palients, treated al the Government Sukeay Lane
Drzpensary and Hospilal, from May to December, 1851,

Dated 1st Jaouary, 1852.
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Remaining.
Admitied.
Tutal,
Cured.
Alsconded,
Remaining.
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Drivd.
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p phegedenie .. ... ..
o sloughing. . coocviun o fen

. with ginuses .. ..., .. e
Urine, vetention of .. .. .... . |..
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) Right ulna.

; Pelvis, laceration of the uri-

nary bladder, which opemned
into the roctue,

.{Soft cancorons of upper jaw.

Tumeor ; the wound unearty

{Re-admiu:ed case of Scrotal
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o cases of scrotal tumor re-
admitted.
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List of Surgical Operations performed at the Sukesy Mesmeric Hospilal, from May to December, 1851,

Derration Mesmarisad No.
No.| Admisalon. Naxoa. Casto. |Age| Besldence. Diseaso, of 1bes chlonr Operation. | DMacharge. | Desth. d:f BrMaiurs.
Distmac. roform- e
i |t4th May ...[Koylas Ghunder, &5 Extorcal Piles — oo 130 May (S4th May .| — | 1% | Eaxeised.
3 |tnd May ...|Bisso Maath ..., 80 |Cuboutta ......... | Borotad Tmor...............ru yoars ...| 15 [Mommerised .| Siet May . [11th Aog. ... - 73 [*Exedned.
E ;& -}m e MM.?. g . g ...Hngu!.u.nl ngd B —_ & ;&gm‘.ﬂf}m — J _Buluad by taxla.
noe .. Kamasnse, L 2 R [ o abis - Toroft . Ung.. tharn _ Exclsed.
& [Tth Jube .. BOX00..eease. Mosolman | 86 m%“ semtrrsmyerne|h JOATE ..,) B |Memmerised |10th Jone |15t Aog. .. — 84 | Excised.
8 [10th Jans .., [Retchnes, P...oJBidoe oy, 50 Externul Piloa — |Chioraformm, |Lith Jaooe A28th Juiy ... - LT l-.‘;lc'lud
7 Mot Fontsoor BAKONS oo A Mtaltons | 90 |CMlcutln ... Diseased Tostia and acot |t yoaz uvd — |Chloroforn, [19th Juns 15tk Aug. .y — | 04 |{ “Exclued scrotumend
§ [18th Jyne ... |Dwarkey Naoth [HIndoo ......| 30 [Caleadts.........| Adipose Tomor — {Chioraform. 18th Jons | Juns ... —_ 1a
? |¥ith Jupe ...|Gholam Hoealn. |Mussulman | 28 [Hoogly .....c...| BERCIA]l TUMOT cvinvirrntonns: [T yutra .| 6 |Mommerised .(B0th June . |34th Oet. ... - 118 |*Eacised.
10 10tk July ..\ Balledhar .........[Hindoo ......| 30 {Boogly ; tal Tummm msm we| 15 |Mesmerised . 38rd July J0th Oct. ...... - 76 | Exclsed.
11 {18tk Juns ...[Pouchmages, F. 80 [Calontta { e i A0ig gy .| — [Chloroform. [99th Juty jith Oct ve] — | &7 [*Divided.
12 |8ith Jaly ... Uddorte Bing ...jHindoo . 40 |[Bearhl Barotal Tamor 1% yoarn .. | 8 |[Mesmarined Jdth Aug..|locsomeoes280d Aug.| 19 |*Exeised,
13 [%ind July ... |Kisto Mobun ...|Hiodoo ......| 60 [Caleutis.........| Adipose Tumer suyun | 8 [Chloroform. [fth Aug..[11th Octo.] — @2 {E‘o‘,‘:ﬁm“’“’“*
14 |ixk -aeses| Gtorm Chund .y....|Hindoe .....| 20 |[Deoes Bergia) Tomar, | 8 |Mesmerisad J4th Begpt... —_ 96 }*Excined,
:-3 g&:ﬁ prie == | Cogher gm. g ranu‘l: écdr:tﬂo%:f arm to chest ;nhnq ;.-5 ﬁmmm-ad . ;\}tt: ggptt. HE - — % :m
. 1Y 1| nor.,,.. searre[# FEAPR ., i pt, R _— -
17 (25rd AL 3 4 M AB {Hoogly wenien 10 (Mesmerised .|34th Sept. [P Jan, '52. - 107 |*Excined.
18 |19th Bept .., Hindoa ......| 48 |Hoogly — |Chloroform. 20th Qet... 8dth Dac, ... - — [*Ampntates.
19 {fod Ot ... olman | 42 [HooglF | 5 |Mesmerised |Wth Oct...181st Dec. ... —_ TL |"Exe side of neck,
0 88 |Puridpors .o 20 |Mesmerlsed .|37th Dot 18t Dec, ... -— 85 [*Exeleed.
K1) Cuil Pmno‘.‘....ﬂlnﬁo rornes| B8 |Nuddesh B § |Megmerised |27th Oct...[thth Feb. 5% _ 110 (*Exclaed,
g }‘m(lhmt F.|Hindog . g gd’argul nnake Cancer i%: the BAM L gyurl ; g:llg:;:rn; é?]t.hN(}cL.. E:E‘JNW-EE. — 2 'im
Anar } - Benital Toumor carm ., .- OF.... an, 52, -
24 PERABAT wrersnarenss 8 [Besrphoom o -] ;eua voi| B6 | Mesmerised [Bth Nov. 14th Nov..| @ (*Excised.
5 .| 88 |Beerbbhogm .| B 4r-| 25 |Mesmerised |fith Nov...|10th April,..| — i |*Exzcinad,
i3 45 |Burdwan ... ...[SB yoars .| 90 |Chiomform. J[1Eth Nov. o reasiianscen |28t Nov. .| §1 [*Exelned.
Fid  weesnJRATD Gopatd .. €8 |Noddeahr ......|Berotal Tumor e [18 years ... | 50 |Mawmerizsed .|164h Dec. [16th March | — B2 |*Excisod.
28 |10th Deo. ...iModocanden ... 33 |Balasore.........| Berotal Tumor ... B years .| 20 Meanierleed .| 16tk Dea, . 2th Murch . — 100 | Excised,
28 |16tk Dac, ...|Udoy Cheand .. % *‘H—Psrmnlhs Gangrene, serotal .1 — form. .j16th Des. 17th Dee. ) 1 [*Exelsed,

N.B.—In cases marked thus *, the operation waa parformed by the Superintandent : thoee ining nader cure witl soon be diacha. from the [Loapital,
BNANCAp 85T, Sub-Asslstant Rargeos.
Atuaw WEss, M., Burgeon Superintendent, and Frof. Anst. Med. Col, Cal,
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TI1. Cursory Notes of a late Visit to London. DBy the Rev, J.
Pegp, of Blevoy Castle, Communicated by Dr. Elliotson.

" 'We have stated as our firm belief that there is an woearthly, evil power in
mesmerism end clairvoyanes, In every country throughout Christendom won-
dern are being wrought and being witnessed by its agency, while the character of
it ia manifestly and strikingly godiess. If the term *familisr epirit’ has any
popular eignification, surely it is most sppropriate here; for no subject ia too
familiar, ne circumstance too trifling, to be beneath the spirits which are at
work in those ¢ aris.” "-— Memmerism and Spiritugl dgency, p. 31 : Londen, 1852,
A Sermen understood to be by a Mr. Tarbot, of Liverpool, Elder of the Irvingite
Church.*

A cLERGYMAN brought a letter of introduction to me several
months ago froma the Archbishop of Dublin. Some time
afterwards His Grace sent me some notes which he had re-
ceived from the gentleman; and I reguested permission to
publish them. The Archbishop enclosed my letter in the
following one from himself to the clergyman :—

# Dublin, Augast 112, 1RG2,

© My dear Mr. Peed,—1 huve thunght thie hest way of answer-

iag D, Elliotsoi’s inquiry sbout yaus iy to send you bis vote, and
lot you sead him your disection, and where von will be, when.

o YTray ey to lom ot the same time that be s ac liberty to meg-
tion we werely as Kaowisg you, sl Lariepg tull couflidence in yows;
which 15 all 1 cav wifest i he case.  As 1 do oot sbriak frem giving
my testitnony whew wceded, 30 1 du sat wish to ohirade mysell’
the mblic,

“ Yours truly,
“ Rey, J. Peed “ 1. Doupsay.

His Graee's letter was cueloxed in the fullowing one to
mysolf froro the clorgyina i —

 5t. Ance’s Hill, Blarney, Cork,
“ 16th Aagust, 1852.

** Dear 8ir,—From your letter of the 11th to the Archbishop of
Dublin, which His Grace has forwarded to me, I uuderstand you
desire to publish my notes of a late visit to London in the next Zoist.
My impression is that the notes are not by soy means fit for publica-

* A surgeon named My, Thomas Flintoff, who practised at Ne, 73, Great
Titchfield Street, on produciog mesmeric phenomena in patients and henefitting
the puffcrers, became s warm a convert thet he put bis neme dowa for £5 to
the Mesmeric Ipfirmary nnd became s membey of the Committee. But, eapouging
Irvingtam, he viewed mesmerism as the devil’s own work, and gave up it and all
the good which It did to his fellow-creatures ; and to thiz hour bas not paid his
promised donation. Applications were made repeatedly to him, but he forgot
St, Paul's presept that we should be conrteons, snd never took any notlce,

Mr. Flintoff bad cured a casa of epilepay with mesmeriem, and, in conjunction
with Mr. Fradeile, a breast condemned to excieion in the Middlesex Hospital, and
extracted u tooth painlessly, and published all this in No. XIV., p, 240. See
also p. 21B.—Jouwn Ersiorsow.
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tion, having been written in a hurried manner, and sent according
to promise to the Archbishop for his private perusal. The notes are
however very much at your service, if you think the testimony of a
stranger like myself of any use in advancing owr good cause. 1
enclose the Archbishop's letter to me, which will answer your query
respecting his attestation of credibility. I expect to remain at St
Apne's for about six weeks longer, where 1 am under hydropathic
trentment. My address when at home is Slevoy Castle, Fonlkesmill,
New Rosa. Wyith many thanks for the kind reception you gave me
on the oceasion of my Izst visit to London,
I remein, dear Sir, yours very faithfully,

* Dr, Elliotson.” “ James PEED.

JouN ErLrioTson,

7th October., Visited the Mesmeric Hospital, Bedford
Street; saw, amongst some other interesting cases, that of a
woman between 50 and 60 years of age, who had been blind
for seventeen years, and declared incurable by Alexander.
Both eyes were suffused with 2 thick opaque film. Patient
under treatment at the Bedford Street Hospital for some
months, Could already distinguish unear objects, her hands,
&c. I magnetized her by placing my right hand over her eyes,
my left at base of brain.  After some mowments she declared she
could see less indistinctly. Magnetized her again by placing
fingers of right hand vertically over centre of cornea: fingers
of left as before. After five minutes T withdrew my hands;
patient exclaimed with surprise, 1 can now see both win.
dows,” (the windows were about 12 feet in front of her,)
“and all round the room.” Mr. Capern (secretary and
principal mesmeriser) took 2 note of the method used and
said he would follow it. About three days after I visited the
hospital, Mr. Capern said he had mesmerised this patient
(then prescot) after the method T had shewn him, and had
for the first time produced a slight moistare in the eyes—an
effect which Alexander, after many efforts, had failed to pro-
duce, and declared the woman had a “dry eye,” and was
consequently incurable. 1 asked Mr. Capern if he had ever
tried gold ? said be had not. On my left hand T wore a plain
seal ring of solid gold; I have worn it for many years: on
my right a plain gold ring—my wife’s guard ring, which I
had worn for about ten days. Placing the fingers of the left
hand at the base of the brain, a little on the side of the left
eye, I magnetized the woman’s left eye with the signet ring
by rubbing the eyelid aver centre of cornea. After a few
moments she eried out that bright stars were shooting across
the eye and falling to the ground. Thinking the pressure
might have simply produced a spectrum, 1 changed the posi-

¥ 2
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tion of the ring; but the stars still fell over the same spot
(centre of eye), yet faiuter in proportion s the ming was
removed from ceutre of cornea. Tried same experiment with
guard ring—effect {far more faint; with fingers of right hand
—effect about equal to that of guard ring: ultimate resnlt—
eye saffused with tears, a bursting sensation over base of
upper eyelid as if much moisture hung there which wanted
vent, gapem and his patient in unqualified surprise 2t the
fact of moisture having been so speedily drawn from the eye.
From this experimeat I would infer, :

1st. That the cornea of the eye is peculiarly susceptible
of the mesmeric infloence.

2ndly. That the efficacy of the precicus metals is partially
intrinsic, principally from their power of imbibing, and af-
terwards imparting the mesmeric influence which they may
have imbibed. This same signet ring placed in the hand of &
strong healthy man, but very susceptible of mesmeric influ-
coce, without his having been acquainted beforehand with
any effect likely to follow, caused after a few seconds his eyes
to close, and then threw him into strong convulzions, so
much se that I had much trouble to demesmerise him, I
allude to an experiment tried on a Mr. Lloyd, of Dorset
Square, with whom I was sitting in the drawing room paying
a morning vieit. Now he was unaware that gold had any
mesmeric influence, wore a ring, and handled other rings
with impunity.

3rdly. Perhaps we may infer from the above experiment
on hlind womgn, that whatever it be the mesmeriser emita,
it 18 in some cases perceptible to the vision of the patient.

Oct. 18th. Spent the evening with Drz. Elliotson: saw
Mr. James Salmon, whose case was meationed in The Zoisl ¥
Dr. E. and 1 each mesmerised one half of said Salmon, who
clasped the hand of each mesmeriser with equal effection,
saying he felt very happy, but very odd. Dr. E. then mes-
merised wry half, and eventually beesme possessor of the
wholo Salmon. As Snlmon stood between ua, clasping the
hand of each, Dr, Elliotson remarked, “that this was clearly
an allowable case for polygamy.” Here I met & French gen-
tleman,t who pretended that by clasping a thin plate of
copper on the fore-arm he could increase its muscular power,
'The experiment certainly succecded in the case of Salmon,
who was able to bead a euriously constructed spring some
degrees more by a amall graduated table than before the
eopper was elasped bn the arm ; but with me it produced not

* No. XXXV, 1 Dr. Barg.
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the least effect, to the undisguised disgust of monsieur—how-
ever, “one swallow makes no summer.”

Oct. 14th. Returning from royal apartments at Windsor
Castle, anw, at entrance door, a tall, spare policeman, whose
left arm was in s sling. As the viaitors crowded by him, one
geutleman accidentally touched his hand, whereupon police-
man winced and toerned away apparently in great pain.  Went
up to him:  What is the matter with you?’—»P, “I am in
great pain; 1 have a gathering in my thumb’ and have had
no ease these five days,” * Give me your thumb,” P, “What
do you want to do ?’—" No matter; give it here.” Policeman
consents with a comical expression of countenance, I mes-
merise the thumb (which is bandaged) for perhaps five minutes,
placing it between the palms of my hands, and occasionally
making tractative passes. “ How do you feel now t"—P. “My
thumb is very comfortable; I feel no pain: you have put me
into a perspiration all over: you are not mesmerising me, I
hope ?”— Yes, but I am; try if you can stir your thumb.”
P, #] can now the pain has left: T can move it without
pain.”  “ Press with your fingers”” Policeman obeys with
fear and trembling : he tells me the pain and soreness has
been 80 intense be dare notdauck the thuwmb: I urge him;
be takes courage, and finds he can handle it without pain,
P. “ But my arm ! I have not been able to straighton it these
five dayas : the inflammation runs up to my shoulder,” (ke
traces ita course.} ‘* No matter, your arm shall be straight
in less than five minntes.” I take it from the sling, make
passes from shoulder to tips of fingers: the arm gradually
becomes straight te owner’s unfeigoed astovishment. P. “Can
I move it myself?”’—“Try.” He does so; bends his arm,
then shakes it up and down—tossing it about like a child
with & new toy. In a word, so completely were both hand
and arm restored to Her Majesty’s service, that he would
have pocketed the sling but from advies to the contrary,

The scene was & curious one. I had many spectators, and
with the exception of the old beefeater, the passers by looked
on me as insane. An hour afterwards I met the policeman,
asked how the arm was; he replied first by taking the hand
out of the sling and brandishing it, then thanking me re-
peatedly for setting the thief-catching member all right again,

I may pass over a curious exhibition of so-called electro-
biology, for this sub-mesmerism eannot, in my mind, be pro-
ductive of any good, and way be of much evil; it may suffice
to mention that Mr. Capern biologized one side of a msn,
depriving him, as he gave the word, of sight, smell, speech,
and motion on that side. The side unaffected was first mes-
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merised by patient himself, who made a few passes down it
(the right side} with his left hand: the effort to speak with
one side of the mouth ludicrous enough, but unavailing.

Query,—would rubbing oneself down beforchand be an
antidote, pro fem., against biclogy. I wish one were found
out. Biology can only bring diseredit upen pure mesmerism.

1 will mention a curious thing I saw on my return to Ire-
tand, at Mr, Dawson’s of Cullaynmeore, county Carlow. One
of his daughters tied the end of a thread of about four inches
long round a shilling: the shilling was suspended inside a
tumbler glass. Afier a few seconds, shilling and string began
to pendulate (if there he such a word), until, striking the
sides of the empty glass, it actually struck the bour by the
clock, and then ceased to vibrate for 2 time, when it began
again, ending with a similar result. This was repeated at
several hours, when the shilling marked the time (i. e., the
last hour struck by clock) with like unfailing exactness, There
was no trick in this: one young lady whom I saw at her own
house the next day tried for the first time the experiment with
equal success. By the way, I relieved her mother, a Mra,
Kough, of Rilbride, that same evening, of pain in chest,
difficulty of breathing, and loss of voice, at & single sitting.

I tried the shilling experiment without any success. The
matter naturally set me thinking, as

lat, Why did the shilling vibrate? Evidently the experi-
ment was connected with those relating to the od (better sense
and orthography odd) force. 1t was in fact an odometer,—
silver and crystal,—~case was plain ; still more, as in my hands
the edoweter umformly bocomes motionless. Why?  Ihave
my guessos on that point too, but won’t enter om it; it is
enough that both the persons who tried the shiling experi-
ment are very susceplible of mesmeric influence.

2nd, Why did the shilling sirike the hour? A poser,—
but now for a conjecture. I have observed persons in the
mesmeric sleep singularly accurate about time: they will
generally tell the hour by a given watch without consulting
it or being capable of so doing. I speak of the non-lucid.
Could this oceult faculty of time-keeping have been called
into action in the experimentalist, and thence communicated
to the shilling,—the string acting like the wire of an electric
telegraph?  All fudge this, perhaps; yet the time-keeping
power of the somnambule is 2 link in some chain,—in what,
I leave to some quicker wit to discover, An odd link is a
fact, isolated thongh it be; and a fact or a piece of old iron
should never be thrown away. No man can say how unex-
pectedly he may find use for cither.
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Mesmeriam is as yet a mystery : ita facts almost as various
as numerons. A safe induction; almost impossible to be
come at, hence a genecral principle rarely to be arrived at.
One must live and learn with (mentally) the stomach of a
dog to digest bones, of a cow to ruminate the semi-digested
mass, -

Trusting Your Grace will excuse these cursory notes of
my late excursion, I remain, my Lord,

Your faithful servant,
J. Peep.

IV. Examples of painless Extraclion of Teeth: with remarks
upon (he igrorance displayed by Mr. Druitt, in his Sur-
geon’s Vade Mecum. By Mr. Rawg, Lemaile, Cornwall.
Communicated by Dr. Eliiotson,

#* ¢ Hamburgh, Joly 28, 1852,

1 Elgetro-biology is the offapring of the old root, Mermeria officinalis, and
which bere is nearly roflen ond forgofien.' ™’ )

Extract from * a letter received by onr correspondent from a celebraled pra.
feasor st Hambuargh,”—Provincial Medical and Burgical Journal, Auguat 18,
1852. Editor, Mr. Walsha, of Worcester.

Dean Dr. Elliotson,~-The capital operations performed
on mesmerised patients, and reported from time to time in
The Zyist, render the minor achievement of painless tooth
extraction rather insignificant, But T think well-attested
occurrences, even of this sort, possess some value as evidence
of the anssthetic power of mesmerism.

In the conversation which I had the honour of having
with you laat antumn, you remarked, in reference to a case
I spoke of in which three teeth were extracted from a mes-
merised subject, that a person insensible of that would not
feel the catting off of a limb. 'This confirmed an opinion pre-
viously expressed to me by & surgeon of thia neighbourbood,
Mr. Fry. I beg to offer you a short account of what I have
met with in this way, R SRR
And remnin, dear Dr. Eliotson,

* Yours most vespectfully,
: Joan Rawe.

y
t,

8. H,, a young woman, aged 22, had suffered, during the
spring of 1840, very severely from pain in the teeth, and
submitted to the extraction of one of them. Three more
were cavious: but, when their removal was sugpested, she
affirmed that whatever she might endure ghe could not make
up her mind to have another tooth drawn. She had been the
subject of neuralgic pains, for which she had beer mes-
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werised with immediate rolief, awd consegnently entertzined
8 very high opition of ite romedinl valne. When, therefors,
it was proposed 1o her to have her seeth removed while under
mesmeric tofidence, sho readily sssented; and, my relntive,
Mr. Robartes, @ surgeon-deatist, now practising at Plymouth,
being on a visit at my house, we determined on embracing
the opportunity thus afforded us of testing the anmsthetic
power of mesmeriam,

After mesmerising S, H. about fifteen minutes, I made
some passes over Mr. R’s hands, breathed oa.the instru-
ments, and requested him to proceed. The guw was lanced,
and the first lower wolar on the left side extracted with the
foroeps. There was no 2ign of consciousness. Beiog confi-
dent that the coma was sufficiently permanent, I requested
Mr. B. to wait until the mouth was rinsed ont. He then
proceeded to extract a hicuspid on the same side, and then a
bienspid on the opposite side. There was not the slightest
motion in the patient, and she appeared throughout in a
composed slumber. A short time after, when she was about
to be awakened, the teeth were placed in one of her hands.
On awnling, after & momentary lbok of surprise to find her-
eclf thers, she observed the teetland exvlaimed, “Oh) they
are out [ and said she hed felt nothing of ip~—an assertion
which-the five or six persons presedat fully believed. - This
young woman &till keeps the teeth as s memorial of o paialets
operation.: -+ /. R o

Bince this-experiment I have on five occasions produced
sorrplete’ ihsendibility in two other individuals while teeth
were drawn.  Yowill only ferther allude to one,

F. E.; whode saue of: chlorasie and cure by mesperiam in
reported o' Now- XXXIUL'of The Zoist, having s painful
tooth, Mr. Wilkine, -surgeon, of Wadebridge, agreed to ex-
tract it while she was vinder mesmeriom. It happened that
Mrs. Balfour, the able authoress and lecturess, was at his
house at the time, and this lady with Mrs, Wilkins went into
the surgery. ! I believertheir sensitive feelings prompted them
net to look at the operation : -baty immediately after it they
baw the young womatyin the same image-like state of insew-
wibility whick lad uppdared thrdughomt.  Mr. W, remarked
that on this and' two simrilar ocoasions ha had ebserved that
the hemorrhage wae unwenally small. 1 suppose the undis-
turhed state of the circalatian wounld account for this.

In a recent edition of the Surdeon's Vade Mecum, by Mr.
Druitt, at the conclusion of a ‘chapter on chloroform, is a
short article headed ™ Mesmerism.” It would appear that
the anthor felt that he could not ignore it ; but, as an apology
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for &is admission that mesmerism docs; under certain cirenms
stances, * produce a kind of catalepsy accompanied with in.
sensibility to external impressions,” he stringy together all
the hacknied slurs on the art, in a paltry paragraph, quite
out of keeping with the other contents of the work. . It is
here quoted entire.

“MzesmErisM,.—There can be litile doubt but that the ma-
neeavres which are called mesmeric passes, if practised long enough
upou 8 petson, whose credality is great and strength of mind little,
(no matter whether the mind be weak originally or rendeved so by
liness,) are cagable of producing a kind of cataleptic condition, ac-
companied with insenmbility to external iwpreksions; and that, in
this state surgical operations have, in some instances, bean performed
without the patient’s cognizance, But this ove fact in mesmerism is
mized wp with so wnch extravagant pretension, and with so much
knavery and folly, besides that the very operation of mesmerising is
one that no virtuous woman ought to be submitted fo, that we can-
rot consent Lo sdmit the mesmeric sleep into the list of therapeutic
sgents until it can be shewn that it bas advantages over chloroform
and the other remedies which lay no claim to supernatural virtues.”

As to the asyestion that the weak.minded are particularly
suaceptible of the influenec, my own expexience, as far as 1t
has gone, is opposed. ta it.  Credulity, if meant to signify a
belief in the power of any mewna used to sffect the system,
ia not to be despised in mesmerism any more than in wedi-
cine : but there are abundant facts to prove that the mesmeric
coma s Bot dependen! oo it ] will mention one that has
come under -my notioe. . About twa years since I tried mesy
merism on a young man,—a: jpenseyman miller, whe, owing
to long-standing deafnsss aad. the isplation of ruptic life, did
not know there was suck a.tking asimeymerism.. 1 had kpowp
bim from a boy to be an houest, trustwerthy felipw ; ang,
meeting him one day, juet.eftar his wveturn frowm an. ap-
infirmary nothang improved, I requented him hy myiting on
my pooket-book to call on me nexiday. . He did so, aod
answered my enquiges: of what had beendone to him.,, But,
when I wrote, “ Have you exer bean mesmerised 7, he conld
rot tell what it meant: and, after one or twaattesapts . on oy
part to explain, he atill sheok ki, bead and said, ' Eean’t
tell what you mean.t” .1 them ragnested. him to logk steadily
at my eyes, and made pesses dowam i fromt,  His eyes sgpn
became unsteady, and in-.about two minutes he was sslesp.
At the end of an bour, I thought to diemies hima. But the
usual means of dispelling the sleep produced no effect op
him : neither did pricking with a peedle. He was left.to
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slumber another hour, and then by transverse passes and
blowing in the eyes was aroused.

Some of Mr. Druitt's objectivas to mesmerism may be
dismissed as simply absurd : and all could be easily answered.
Buot it is to be regretted that such a prejudiced and erroneous
allusion to the art will probably be conmdered by many young
surgeons as containing sufficient for them to know of the
matter.

It is only a portion of our fellow-beings whe can be suffi-
cienily narcotized by mesmerism for surgical purposes. Bat,
with those who can, the state induced is as far preferable to
that resulting from chloroform as sound sleep is to dead
drunkenness. The several precantions to be observed in
using chloroform, as given by Mr. Druitt, are no doubt very
proper. But they serve also to illustrate the superiority of
the mesmeric coma. Thus he says:—* The commonest acci-
dent is vomiting: if it oceur during the inhalation, the pa-
tient’s head must be turned to one side to let the vomited
matter escape: if very troublesome afterwards,” &c.: and,
“} must not be nsed for operation for cataract ; after which
any accidental fit of vomiting might canse the whole contents
of the eye-ball to be forced out.”” Mesmerism would not
produce vomiting, but might, on the other hand, bLe used to
remove any previously existing disposition to vomit or cough,
Again : “ Epileptic patients are liable to have their fits in-
duced by the inhalation.” I have effected the mesmeric coma,
in different degrees, on niue individuals afficted with epi-
lepay, and altogether ahout two hundred times ; none of them
ever had & fit during the sitting,

On the paramount consideration of safety (o life, no re-
mark need be offered.

I. R.

NOTE BY BR. ELLIOTEGN.

Mr. Druitt oaght to blush at having his apparent gross
ignorance thus exposed by a gentleman not of our profession.
It would be disgraceful in him not to know, but I am per-
suaded that he does know, and that all the profession knows,
that the most fearful operations, so gigantic that neither he
nor any of the older surgeons whom he short-sightedly and
meanly hopes to please by this folly, has ever performed, or
ever will perforrs, have been performed in India without a
ping; and severe operations in this conntry, in France, and
in Americs, also without a pang,——in mesmeric iusensibility,
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Let him blush. But let him repent, and cease to aid in pre-
venting his afflicted fellow-creatures from obtaining at the
hands of the profession one of the greatest hlessings placed
within the reach of mankind.

1 prefixed another passage from this man’s book to the
eighth article in No. XXX, :—

*« The avoidance of poin,—This we need scarcely say, is an
object of the highest importance; not merely in order to lessen the
smount. of physical suffering attending operations, but also because
severe pain has s most serious tendemey to depress the nervous
system, and induce death from exhaastion; and because many ps-
tients bave sa great a dresd of the kaife that they put off applying
to the surgeon till their case is almost hopeless. Up to the end of
1846 we knew of no means for effecting this very desirable objeet
save the previous sdministration of narcoties and long-continued
compression of the nerves supplying the part to be opersted on;
means both of which are 8o uncertsin and inefficient that oo one ever
thought of employing them, We do not include mesmerism in the
list, because tEis so-called science is so intimately eonnected with
quackery, obacenity, and imposture, that very few respectable perspns
would consent to meddie wilh it, even for a good purpose”*

Mr. Draitt is a Fellow, forsooth, of the Royal College of
SBurgeons. Truly he deserves to be put upon the Conncil
and to sit by Mr, Lawrence, who is still so silly as to grimace,
and shrug, aond soeer, and cut what he considers witty jokes,
when the bleseing of mesmeriam is mentioned, and, as well
as Mr. Druitt, would do well to follow the good example set
him by Mr. Wilkins, though a quiet country surgeon, and by
Mr. Robartes, though a quiet country rurgecn-dentist,

V. Phenomenon of Levity in the Human Subject. By Non-
Wiar, Edinburgh.

it Periculosum est credere, ot non credere.
* » - *

Ergo explorands est veritas multom, prius
Quam atolts prave judicet sententin.”
Pr.evaus, fabola x., De Credere ef Non Credeve.

TO THE EDITORS OF THE ZOIST.

GenriLEMEN,—In continuation of the subject of my com-
munication published in The Zotst for January last, I beg to
send you the accompanying extracts from a weekly periodical
entitied Nofes and Queries, for the 3rd and 24th instant.

* Tho moral and intellectunl state of the medical profeseion may be appre-
ciated from one of its members daring te publish such a peragreph.—J. Et-
LIOTSON.
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“ July 3, 1852,
" QUERIBS.

“ Remarkabls Experiments.

“ A liviog man, lyiog on a bench, extended as & corpse, ean be
bifted with esse by the forefingers of two persons standing on each
side, provided the iifters and the lifice inhale at the moment the
effort i3 being made. If the litee do not inhale, he eannot be
moved off the bench at all; but the inhalation of the lifters, although
not essential, seems to give-additional power,

“The faet is undeniable. I have never met with any one who
could explain it. #ae it ever been, or can it be, accounted fé};?c

. . B i . 1.

“This curious fact was first recorded by Pepys, whe, in his
Diary, under the date 31st July, 1665, (vol. iii., p. 60,) writes as
follows 1 L

* ¢ ¢This évening with Mr, Brisband, speaking of enchantments
dnd spelly, I telling him some of my charmes; he told me this of
his own koowledge, a¢ Bourdeaus, in France.

“ «The words were these :—

“ ¢ Voyci en Corps mort,

Royde come un Baston,

Proid comme Martre,

Leger come un Eeprit,

Levons te au nom de Jesus Chriat.
“* et e saw four little girls, very young oves, all kneeling each
of them,’ upon one kuee; and one begun the first line, whisperin
fi7 the care of the next, and the second to the third, and the thirﬁ
1o fhe fourth, and she to the first.
- % &Then the it beguen the second line, and so round quite
theough ; amd potiing exch one finger only to s boy that lay flat
upen bis baek on the groend, as if he wes dend ; at the end of the
words, they did with their four fingers raise this boy as high as
they. couid reach. And Mr, Brisband, beisg there, snd wondering
st if, as also being afraid to see it, for they would have had him to
have bore a part in saying the words, in the room of one of the
Yittle girls that wes s young that they could herdly make her learn
to repest the words, dud, for fear there might be some slight used
in it by the boy, or that the boy might be light, call the cook of
the bouse, n very lusty fellow, as Sir & Carteret’s cook, who is
very big: and they did raise him Jost in the same manner. This is
ond of the strangest things I-ever bedrd, but he tells it me of his
owxt knowledge, ‘and I do hoertily belisve itto be true. ‘1 mqaired
of dim wintherthey were Protestans ar Catholique girles; and he
tnld_ e they we {‘mtastant. which .made it the more strange to

e t . ) i o :
" . S “ July 24, 1852,
 Lifting Experiment.
. 4 (vol. vi,, p. 8.)
“ Ju reference te the obdervation of your correspondent W. Cr.
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ot the experiment of lifting great living weights, that it is essential
that the liftee should inhale at the moment the effort is made, but
not essential that the Lifters shoold, I think it right to state that I
beligve the very reverse to be the truth, 1 have seen the experiment
repeatedly made, but never with such auocess as to make we balieve
for n moment that the ¢ two very young and little girls’ could with
& finger each raise Sir (7. Carteret’s big cook.

* The inhalation of the liftere the moment the effort is made is
doubtiess essential, and for this reason :—When we make a great
effort, either in palling or lifting, we always fill the cheat with air
previous to the effort; and when the inhalation is' completed we
close the rima glottidia to keep the air in the lungs. e chest
being thus kept expanded, the pulliog or liftiog muscles have re-
ceived, as it were, & fulerum round which their power is exerted,
and we can thus lift the greatest weight which the muscles are ca-
pable of doing. 'When the chest collapses by the escape of the air,
the lifters lose their muscular power. The inhalation of air by the
liftee can certainly add nothing to the power of the lifters, or
diminish his own weight, which is only increased by the weight of
the air which he inhales. Those who are not satisfied with this
view of the subject, we must hand over to the mesmerists.

). BREWBTER.
“ 8t, Andrews.”

The passage from Pepys's Diary is curious, and.shews
that the lifting charm was known and practised in France a
century and more before the Letlers on Natural Magic were
published by Sir David Brewster. But for the experimem of
which he and Sir Welter Seott were eye«witmesses, we: should
have smiled st Pepys’s oredulity amd given no -dredit 1o ks
story. 1t may still bo difficult to-swadlow Bir (Gdorge’s Car
teret’s big covk, who weems te stick also in the philosopkiced]
gullet ; but, if the foat vouched for by Si¢ David himself be
admitted, namely, that the Redviest ,Persnn of the party was
raised by the others with the same facility as if he was no
heavier than a feather, are we warranted in withholding ocur
belief from that of the little girls in lifting the lusty artiste
a8 if he bad been = denizen of Ayr or Cork, The ex tion
now given by Sir David Brawater in his letter to-the editor of
Notes and Queries would bave been mere satisfactory if the
performers in his experiment had exhibited that violent straim.
ing of their museles which is wamifested when oor strength is
exerted, with the aid of smanflated chest] in raising «'very
heavy weight. They lifted, we are told, the subject of the
experiment, as if he were as light as a feather, and without
any spparent effort at all,-the hatorhl inference from which
is, that the liftee had become impotrderable, and not that the
lifters were Samsonived. As Sir David bas banded over to
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the mesmerists those who may not be satiafied with the onl
explanation he can give of so uneccountable a phenomeneon, 1t
is to be hoped that you or some of your correspondents will
undertake the further investigation of this singular physio-
logical fact.

‘We have seen how impressible subjects in the submesmerie
state, miscalled electro-biology, strain and labour to Lft, for
instanee, a pillow of eider-down when told that it is & sackful
of Australian nuggets; but hitherto we have not had the ex.
periment reversed, nor witnessed & ponderous sack uplifted
on the assurance that it was only a bagof feathers. The case
of one of the Okeys is so far in poiot, inasmuch as on one
occasion she raised from the ground, by a cord, with the
back of her hand, which was fully extended, not closed, a
weight far beyond her natural strength; but it is still very
problematical if she could have tossed the fat cook in the air,
like a pancake in his own frying pan. Possibly there may be
a limit to the quantity of deponderizing force, be it odic, gal-
vanic, or electric, with which the lifter can be charged; and
this is a fit subject for further enquiry. It would appear also
that the intervention of inorganic or inanimate matter vitiates
the experiment, as the charm is said to fail when the lifteo is
laid on = board, Let this too be farther investigated, aud, if
& mass of lead or iron, or a dead subjeet, equal in weight to
the liftee, cannot be lifted as light as a feather, we must pre-
sume that it 18 a case of suspended gravity, not of increased
muscular strength, There 1s, however, one fact in favour of
the latter supposition, namely, that a limb of the liftes some-
times lags behind and shews its subjection to the law of gravi-
tation, when oze of the performers fails to play his part: but
to this objection to the levity theory it may be answered that
one or more members of the body can be mesmerised, para-
lyzed,—and why not deponderized ?—withont affecting the
rest,

To conclude—As it i certainly more philosophical to
adopt the hypothesis of an extraordinary councentration of a
known physical force, than that of the existence and mys-
terions agency of an unknown and disputed fluid, such ar Od,
we must be content, I presume, to accept Sir David Brewster’s
explanation. But, at the same time, no liberal-minded phi-
losopher will deny that there may exist certain occult powers
of nature which may have been discovered by the sages of a
preadamite or autediluvian race, some traces of which may
have descended to us in practices common amongst the yulgar
of most nations, whilst the memory of their origin and principle
has beeu lost in the lapse of countless ages, We are told, in-



An instance of Introvision. 307

deed, that in those days beings of a celestial nature held
frequent converse with the then inhabitants of the earth, who
may have been instructed by them in those secrets of nature,
which have since received the name of the Black Art. Let
us reflect also that not many years ago we should have more
readily believed the fact related by Pepys, than that of in-
stantaneous comrmuunication with a far-distant friend through
the mysterious but now familiar agency of un electric wire;
and may it uot be on the cards, that some Sir Joseph Paxton
yet unborn mny emulato the feat of the slaves of the lamp,
and transport a crystal palace from Hyde Park to Sydenham
on the tips of his digits,

To return to Sir David Drewster’s explanation. Anato.
mists may bu nble to say whut sort of fulcrom is alforded to
the muscles of the arm by an inflation of tho chest: but, with
all deference to that high authority in matters of science, |
would rather ascribe the effcet to the suddenncss and simul-
taneity with which the lifters make their effort, unaided hy
auy such fulcrum; as we know how by a slight but rapid
stroke of a hammer, a man ean with the greatest ease drive o
uail into a plank, which he could not do by any pressure of
his hand.

Non-Wier,
Edinburgh, July 30th.

VI, An inttance of Introvision, with the rerificution afler death.
By Mr. Sr.oman, surgeon, of Farnham, and Mr. Maynew,
late of Farnham. Communicated by Br. Elliotson,

* Plis follian aud (alschioods of Maosmer would bava attracted hut Little atten.
tion, ut jvast in the present day, but for the protoaded wonders of claievoyance,’
~Mr. Waxrxy, Lancel, Sept. 11, 1802,

I'ne readers of The Zopixt will remcmber the case of intro-
vision by Miss 1lewitt, recorded by Mr, Sloman sud Mr.
Mayhew in No. XXXV, 'This other examople is equally strik-
ing, and I have just reccived the acconnt from America.

Joun ErvLiorsox,
37, Conduil. Street, London.

Fayetteville, Onondaga Co., Stato of
New York, July 7th, 1852,

My dear Doctor,~—Perceiving in your rcport of Misa
lUewitt’s clairvoyant examiuation of Hopwood that Mr. Sloman
had 1mislaid his notes of n subsequent examination of another
person, 1 hand you my notes of the same, together with
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notes of the post mortem, as they were given to me hy Mr.
Saunders, who is Mr. Sloman’s assistant, and afterwards
approved by Mr, Sloman himself.

1 bave been retained for the last six months in this place
to treat & case of spival disease, which is very aatisfactorily
Frogreaa.ing, and I hope to be able to report the same in time
or your January number.

1 am very respectfully your,
To Dr. Elliotson. Joun Maiyrzw,

On May 80th, 1850, at the request of Mr. Sioman, Mise
Hewitt and myself repaired to his private residence for the
purpose of clairvoyant exramination, Neither she nor I wan
aware who or what was to be the subject or character of the
examination till after she had been brought into the clair.
voyant state; when an individual was introduced whom I had
never seen before, have never seen since, and whose name
has never been made known to me. Moreover Miss Hewitt
knows not to the present day, while in her normal state, any
thing ebout the person then examined by her, either as re-
gards his name or in any other respect.

The subject took his seat in silence by ber side. She took
his hand, and sat evidently in deep study of hia case for five
or more minutes, when she relinguished her hold on his
hand, saying, “That will do.”” The person examined then
withdrew, leaving present Mr. Sloman, Mr. Slomsan’s student,
the clairvoysnt, and myself. Miss H. now praceeded to state
the result of her examination, which I have arranged mide
by side with the notes of the post mortem conducted by Mr,
Sloman and certified by himself.

CLAIGVOYANT. Post MorTax.
He will never be well any more. Died June 26, 1850.
Head very much affected, Brain soft through-
Brain on the top of left side is very much out, and thoroughly sa-
affected ; appears to be watery. turated with water.

The lungs are very much diseased—much  Very much diseased.
white fur on them. On the right tung, one Very strong  adhe-
large and two small ulcers, on the front near sions.
the top: an the left, sereral extending from  Very full of uleers.
the top more {o the back pant.

Blood in the vessels of stomach not very  Pericardium full of
pure, causing sn improper action of the heart.  water; valves verymuch
diseased ; vessels en-

larged and choked up.
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" Scveral small tumors in the liver; ome A large fymor pen:
Jarger one toward the bottom part of if. dant from the bottom
' of the liver, aimilar in
substance to the liver
- itself. There might be
others similar and
smaller, but they could

not be discerned.

Seing 15 morh alectod, bat moes lownrds A Inrge tomor near
the kidneyn,  Then: appenrs Lo be an abseess  the spine, elpse to the
or soma inrge swelling dnwardly, jued wbove kicuuye.
the kidncys, wlich cususes muels pain; Lt
kidaey much oifected.

A great dead of paln in the bowela—much  Bowels in 4 very of
anpteasant worruptive mwards the fower part  femsive state.
of them:.

Bladder affectest townrdn the top. Not cxamined,
Splosn vory much wul of order, Nut examined.

Tightness as chest, cough, and great woak- Correct,
G,

His dincase in the brain bas affected his Correct.
intellect o Ntdde

Ha u(lnlpmn to have fits—wild, unxedtled Correst.
kind of fitw.

Mr, Slomar informed me that the post mortem, on ac-
count of the impatience of the relatives, was very hurriedly
taken, and they had no time to examine minutely or even to
take notes on the spot; the above were arranged 1nmediately
after.

Jounx MavHEW,

VII. Cure of an .Arm rendered useless by Liyhining.
: Communicated by Dr. Elliotson.

"In regard to the charge brought sgainst the medical press of this country
by Dr. Erdaile in hin prafnrcif we 31‘;1 353; say, that his remarks indicate & la-
mentable degree of ignoramce. We nasert, without fesr of contradiction, that,
at the present time, the modical press of this coontry ia as free ga it ever bes
been or ought te be. No better proof of the truth of this exists than the history
of the investigation of the phenomena of mesmerism. The adverse opinions of

YOL. X, z

RTEDIS
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the modical jowrnals having heen wniformly expremsd mly ofier careful eon-
wideration of the subject, and after the freguent immoral,"* Be.~—Dr. Busanan,
editor of the Medieal Thmes, April 17, 1852; p, 400,

Dear Dr. Elliotson,—The case of the arm struck by
lightaing is as follows.

John Pressley, a boatman of this place, in telling me,
on Thursday, August 19, that some boat-racing was ex-
pected on the following Monday, lamcented that be should be
unable to row ae his left arm had been struck by lightning
about ten weeks before, He had shewn it when the accident
first occurred to & chemist in the place, who said that nothing
could be done, but that the arm might perhapa get well by
itself ; however the boatman said that so far from its getting
better, it became worse, and during the recent stormy weather
it had become very painful. On that very day his wife had
cut his dioner for him, and he was unsable to skin some fish
which he sold to a friend of mine, as that lady afterwards
told me.

That same evening at my desire, J. Pressley came to our
house, and his arm was mesmerised. Its appearance I no-
ticed before the operation began. It was drawn, rather
gshrunken in some parts, and swelled in others. The middle
finger was extremely weak, and the third and fourth were
powerless and contracted, eo that he could not nnbend them,
The skin of the hand, besides being drawn, was of a dead
white in the affected parts, and the arm and wrist were numb
and weak from above the elbow-joint. The rccident had
occurred when he was out fishing. In throwing the oyster-
dredge, which he held in this hand, he cbserved during a
flash of lightning that the iron was on fire, and directly after-
wards felt that his arm had been struck,

I mesmerised the arm without contact from above the
elbow : the sensation of “pins and needles” was felt imme-
diately, and in about ten minutes the elbow-joint was stif-
fened, and the arm rendered insensible to pain. On demes-
merising it the poor man found that he could unbend bis
fingers. The next evening, Friday, the mesmerising was
repeated with the same effect. It was not done again till
after the boat-race, which occurred ou Monday 23rd August;
but on that day my patient not only rowed in a winning-boat,
but enacted the part of duck, and escaped his pursuers in a
very dodging duck-hunt, and aflerwards rowed to Margate
and back.

* A sgrvant girl of al work who hed toid s great fib, said, ** Well, and what
then ? T thought I might as well tell & good bouncer when I was sbout it."'—

Zoisl,
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The power of moving the muscles and the strenpth of the
arm were thus restored by twice mesmerising: but as a little
nnmbness remained in the fingers the process was repeated
three times after; and the arm and hand are now quite as
well as before the accident occorred. On the two last occa-
sions of heing mesmerised, this strong hoatman went to sleep
and became guite stiff in about five minutes.

The application of the mesmeric power to a limb struck
by lightring seems to me analogous to the application of
mow to s frozen limb, and it acte with as much certainty
and rapidity.

1 am, dear Dr. Elliotson,
Yours very truly,
Herne Bay, Sept., 1852, 8. E. De M.

*u¥% A case of a child rendered blind by lightning and
restored under the use of mesmerism by Dr. Storer will be
found in No. XIX.—Joux Erviorson.

VIII. Medical Opposition to Mesmerism al Northampion.
Corwmmunicated by Dr. Elliotson.

#“Mr. Do la Garde commenced his obaservations. *The wonders of reslity
pour io with such a ficod that the marvels of impoasibility are sadmitted with them.’
! Should we combat these idle fallacies ? I think them best met by cold contermpt.
The educated man who believes thet au ignorant servant, whe cannot with both
ber eyes read * slut,” visibly written on & dusty table, can, by virtue of certain
mysterious pawings, resd a Greek chorus with bar elbows,” *is beyond the reach
of argument, Besides, we place gurselves in the invidious poeition of aseailants,
and may inadvertently sebatitute the sustere spirit of martyrdom for simple eilli-
ness. 1 leave peychologista to determine the mental condition of such persons.
Asgociate with thern by all means, {1 mean the patients, oot the practitioners,}
for many of them are refined and smirble—but do not reason with them.' "—
Meeting of Medical Gentlemen at the Devon and Exeter Honpital, Avgust 13.
Provineiol Medical and Surgical Journal, Sept. 1, 1852.%

MzesmerisM is deeply indebted in England to the clergy.
The firet English treatise on the subject was by the Rev.
C. H. Townshend, and it soon went into a second edition,
The next was by the Rev. G. Sandby, and it also soon went
into a second edition. The third was by the Rev. T. Pyne,
and, being smaller, it soon went into a third edition, as I am
informed. The Archbishop of Dublin has long advocated
mesmerism in season and out of season, presented a handsome
donation to the Mesmeric Infirmary, and accepted the office

* However unwise are some things said, soms wise things are dooe by the
Asaociation : for at their meeting on the 3rd of June at Hull, lest their ppirits
should be damped before di , the report says, ** As the dinner wan close at
hand, it was agreed that Mr. B. W. Brown should adjourn the reading of his
paper on Intestinal Obatructions to the next quarterly meeting.""—J. Evrioraon,

z2 2
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of vice-president: in The Zoist iz recorded one of the most
splendid cures by Mrs. Whately ever effected, not to say
with meswerism, but with any buman means—the cure of
blindness of twenty-six years’ duration.* The late Bishop of
Norwich saw such good in it that he scarcely talked of any
thing else eome time before his unexpected death, snd told a
a friend of mine that Dr. Holland always laughed at him for
his conviction. The Bishop of Oxford does not conceal his
conviction and has often mesmerised, though he has not given
any support to the Mesmeric Infirmary, on the committee, of
which, however, ia one of his brothers. The Bishop of Cal-
cutts, convinced, unlike a medical maa, by his own eyes on
witnessing Dr. Esdaile’s operatious, advocates it against me-
dical sceptics and the Batanites (above, p. 287): apd the
Bishop of Jerusalem argues for it,T while poor Dr. Macgowan
of Exeter, who, when he went to Jerusalem, figured so un-
fortunately in Mra, Bird’s case,i pretends not to believe in it.
Clergymen in many parts of the country practise it as far s
they have time, following the example of their Master in
going about doing good aud healing the sick. The only per-
sons with whom they have to coutend are the medical men,
who in too many places offer them every opposition.

Nowhere has medical opposition been more bitter or un-
scrupulous than in Northampton. Many years, ago wheno a
lectarer named Spencer Hall was there, a Dr. Robertson of
the place opposed it at the lecture, and no man ever talked
greater nonsense or shewed a more determined hostility to a
pacred camse. A surgeon named Terry joined in the sad
and ridiculous exhibition, attacking me also in the local
papers, and adopting stale and absurd expressions and thoughts
from medical journals.y These two practitioners have just
now come forward again and exhibited a spirit worthy of
times of the darkest persecution. Let ue no longer say odiurmn
theologicum to signify deadly hate : odium medicum must be
the term.

The following is the account which I have received of the
Nottinghamshire dispiay.—Jorn Ernioteon.

In the middle of April Jast Northampton was visited by an
itinerant lecturer or rather experimenter of the name of Froy,
who announced a lecture on  Electro-biology,” with experi-
menis upon persons offering themselves from the auditory.
The lecture was thinly attended, and only one of the persons

* No. XXVI. + No, XXHIL, p. 236. 1 No. XVIIL

§ No. JL, p. 201, I hed cored a rese with mesmerism ofter he snd Dr,
Roberteon had failed : but he did not mention thia in the papers.
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who submitted to be operated upon was found susceptible;
but on a subsequent evening better subjects were procured,
and some very extraordinary effects were exhibited. 'The
lecturer, with much candour, professed his entire inability to
account for the result of his cperations: he acknowledged
that the disks which he employed possessed no kind of virfue,
and by substituting for them, in some cases, small pieces of
card or paper, shewed that the susceptibility was indnced
simply by fixing the eyes upon some given object, without
any regard to the material of which it might consist.

The following week another lecturer made his appearaace
upon the same stage, and exhibited a variety of experiments
on many successive evenings. The lecturer had been pre-
viously announced as the Rev, Theophilus Fisk, but in his
stead appeared a Mr. Reynolds. This persom, unlike his
predecessor, declared that the effects produced were to be
attributed almost entirely to the magical disk, (a small piece
of gzine and copper united,) of which he soid a considerable
number at the door of his lecture-room at the price of ome
shilling each,

Mr. Beynolds, without deigning to give any explanation
or to propose any theory, declared that all his effects were
produced by electricity emanating from the mysterious little
circle upon which hia subjects were required to fix their eyes
for a given time,—which electricity was then to be applied
and directed by certain passes snd movemente of the hand
known only to himeelf. The key to all this myastery he was
ready to commit to any person on the payment of one guines,
and he actually succeeded in forming s large class for instrue-
tion in electro-biology on these terms.  Mr. Reynolds asserted
that his new science was a totally different thing from mes-
merism, though the phenomena were only such as mesmerism
has again and again exhibited, and the method of producing
them evidently nothing else than the hypuotic process with
which all mesmerists are familiar,

He ventured to assert that he and hiz party had * dis.
covered the principle of human life;” and though maintain-
ing some kind of distinction hetween animal life and spiritual,
he virtually ignored the existence of the soul, and furnished
the infidel party with & new and specious argument against
its immortality *

* The conviction that the phenomena of wind in man, and in ali other ani-
mals from the microscopic snimaleule in water to the elephant, which all will,
feel, and think, resalt fram a peoulisr composition sud organization of motter
placed in certain extermal circumstances, snd By Aalwre very, decay, and cessc
for ever, with the variation, decsy, and death of the brain or ether bodily seat
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These lectures having been repeated pight after night and
week after week before large and still unsatisfied avdiences,
the Rev. Mr. Millington, corate of St. S8epulchre’s, North-
ampton, in order to refute what he conceived to be errone-
ous, announced a lectore on the Phenomens of Dreams, Clair-
voyence, Mesmeriam, and Electro.psthology, which he deli-
vered on the 18th of May to a large company in the Parochial

of them, exctudes the helief of » fture state, is erroneous. ¢ In Adam, {by the
condition of oor safere),’" eays Bishop Watson, * all die;"” *¢ suffer an utter extine-
tion of being." (dpol. for the Bible, Letter x. : snd Miscel, Tracis, Sermon ii.)
I can couceive no power, force, or immaterial agency, except a3 3 properiy
of matter, {1 epesk of nature, not of what is beyond nature—not of God, to
whom there is RiAil simile out secundnm, for he in * incomprehensibla "' —* dif~
ficultier,” * incomprahensible maker.' Watson, Apol.) Andwhy snch s fancied,
and to me unintelligible, thing, should be necessarily immortal, is to me still
more unintelligible,

Locke says, ' All the difficulties that are raised agminat the thinking of
matter, from our ignorance or narow conceptions, swtand aot at all in the way of
the power of Gop, if he pleasen to ordain it s0.™* The facultiex of brutes prove,
it pither that God can snd doth give to sowe parcels of matter a power of percep-
tion and thinking, or that s}l enimals have imemeterial and consequently immortal
souls a8 well an men ; and to asy that flean and mites, &c., have immortal souls ea
well a9 men, will possibly be looked on as going & great way to serve sn bhypo-
thesis,'"—Second Reply to the Bishop of Worcesler, p. 466, Bvo. editicn,

Dr. Law, Bishop of Carltisle, in his Theory of Religion, &c., which went
throngh seven editions, ssserts that the sent of death § d ypon Adam and
Bve meant pothing less than a fofal destruction of exizlence; and that the idea
of its implying a cootinuation of consciousness and real existence in sowe other

-place than earth, is not sanctioned by Scripture, but is the philosophy of affer-
ages.—p. 345, He adds, that Arcchbishop Tillotson, thongh a patron of this
notion, confesses it in not fonnd in the Bible: and, sfter a critical and claborste
examination of the worde nsed in Scripture to denote soml and spirif, and their
varipus applications, he sums up the enquiry thus :—** Bat neither do fAeee words,
nor any other, sp far a9 1 can find, ever stand for & purely immalerial principle
in man, or @ eubstance, whatever some tmagine they mean by that word, wholly
separable from, and independent of, the body.”

i Bishop Sherlock empioys strong expressions :—** Bcholars may reason on
the nature of the soul, end the condition of it when separated from the body:
hut the common hopes of nature receive no smupport from such enguiries. We
die and moulder to dust; and in that etate, what we are, or where we are, natore
cannot say,”  Discourses ii., p. 8, and vol. iv., p. 79.

Yet with these convictions a man way be a Christian and believe in » fotere
state. But he believes in a future state because he is sasured of it in the New
Testament : and this in all sufficient for him. If he believes it for no other
renson, he raises the importance of the New Testament, For if he believes it from
Jancying the existence of something immeterial, independent of matter and neces-
sarily immortal, he requires not the New Teatament for bis belief. ¢ I bave no
hope,” says Bishop ‘Watson, * in & future existence except that which is grounded
on the truth of Christianity ' fAnecdoles of Ads Life, &v., vol, i, p. 107 ) ‘" oot
as any appendage to the nature ! derive from Adam, hut as the free gift of the
Almighty.” Ap.,ib. He also says, ** When I went to the University, I wus of
of opician, as mast schoolboys are, that the goul was z subatance distinct from the
hody, and thut when & man died, be, in classical phrase, breathed out hia soul,
animamt exgiravii; that it then went I knew not whither, as it had come into the
body, from I knew not where nor when, and had dwelt in the body during life, bat in
what part of the body it had dwelt I knew not.” ' This uotion of the soul was,
without doebt, the offspring of prejudice snd ignoronee.’’—'' Beliesing az 1 do
in the truth of the Christian religion, which teaches that men are acenuntable for
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School-rooms. In this lecture he asserted the truth of mes-
merism and exhibited its effects. He represented the nervous
finid (which he supposed to be a modification of electricity)
a3 the conunecting link between mind and matter. He endea-
voured to shew how, by this agent, the impressions of the
bodily organs were conveyed to the mind, and how a living
and immortal principle residing in the body employed this
fluid, as its minister, in maintaining the necessary functions of
animal life, and in accomplishing all the purposes of its volition.
He noticed the prineipal features of analogy between the
phenomena of sleep, dreams, somnambulism, &c., and the
effects produced by mesmerism, and deduced from all these
considerations an argument for the greatness and dignity of
the soul, its ultimate independence of the body and its foture
and eternal existence in a far higher condition and with more
exalted faculties than are developed during the present life.

After this Mr, Reynolde’s lectures were discontinued for a
fortnight, but resumed for two evenings at the end of that
time; and =a third lecture was announced at higher prices in
the hope of obtaining a more select sudience. On this last
occasion Dr. Robertson and Mr. Terry, medical men of
Northampton, attended, and with more zea]l than courtesy
interrupted the lecturer; snd though thgy could not deny
the reality of the effects produced, offered so much opposition
to the proceedings as to excite a great disturbance in the
lecture-room, and to provoke the indigoation of many who
werc present. Mr. Terry on this occasion thought proper to
allude to Mr. Millington’s recent lecture (on the phenomena
of dreams, clairvoyance, mesmerism, &ec.), and to denounce
clairvoyance as “ the beight of human absurdity.”

Desiring to perpetuate and to extend the memory of this
creditable demonstration, Mr. Terry the following week wrote
to the editor of each of the local papers a letter from which
the following paragraphs relating to mesmerism are extracted.,

¢ Mesmerism has within the last ten or fifieen years got into sad
disgrace. The complete overthrow of Dr. Elliotson's exhibition by
Mr. Wakley, M.P. for Finsbury, and his powerful and persevering
esposure of mesmeric failacies in the Lanrcel, where he says, at
the conclusion of one of his very able articles, ¢ What he had done

their actions, ¥ troubls mot myself with dark disquisitions concerning necessity
and liberty, matter and wpirit; hoping as I do for cternal lfe through Jesus
Christ, T am not disturbed at my insbility clesrly to convince myself that the
soul is or is not a substance distinct from the body.'"—Anecdotes, e., p. 14, 8qq,

Por my solema convictions oo all these subjects seo my Fuman Phyeislogy,
from p. 27 to 48, I conclode with thess words: ** The Christian doctrine
tesches the reserrection of what we obvionsly ure—bodisr, and that through s
miracie of the Almighty.” —Joux Evvioraon.
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way, in bia opinion, perfeetly conclusive with reference to the cha-
racter of the supposed phenowena, and that he did not consider
that a single additional experiment could ever be neceseary in con-
nexion with such an enquiry,” Lancet, Seplember, 1848, added to
this the detection and confession of the two notorious females,
Elizabeth and Jane Okey, who had been, I think, about two years,
the most attractive performera on Dr, Elliotson’s stege, that they
had been all the while feigning mesmeric convulsion, &c., &c., so
imposing upon his credolity; these disasters, I say, discredited
mesmenism, and rendered it expedieat to adopt a new name.”

The incorrectness of all these statements was pointed out
by the Rev. Joseph Cautley, of Thorney, in a letter to the
editor of the paper in which they appeared, in the following
words =—

It is not true to say Dr. Elliotson’s exhibitions bave been over-
thrown by Mr, Wakley. It is not true to say Elizabeth and Jane
Okey bave been detected in, and confessed to baving feigned mes-
menc convaision, &e., and so imposed upon Dr, Elliotson’s eredulity.
It is not true to say, * These disssters discredited mesmerism, and
rendered it expedient to adopt a new wame.’

¢ The first sssertion is not true, for Dr. Eihotson, whose word is
88 much, at least, to be relied upon as Mr, Wakley's, states in a
letter now before me,—* The two Okeys were perfectly respectable
little girls, whose disease and mesmeric phenomena were all real,
and respecting whom every word that I published was perfectly true,
votwithstanding the misrepresentations of Mr, ‘Wakley,—which mis-
representations I have denied over and over again st full length in
my well-known farewell letter to my pupils nnd in The Zeint, 1
defied Mr. Wakley publicly to refute my denial, of which he has
never once attempted to take any notice. The phenomens exhibited
in the Okeys have been observed by others in endless cases in Great
Britain, op the contivent, and in Asta, The Okeys never once con-
fessed that they had imposed upon me or eny one else, and have
long been respectably married.’

* Tir. Elliotaon is one of the most manly, noble, truthful, and
kind-hearted men alive, and allowed by all to be one of the fiest, if
not the very first diagnostic physician of the age, and should not be
allowed ta be written down by false imputations from such a man as
Mr. Wakley, who koows very well that if he did not write sgainst
mesmeriam, homceopathy, hydropathy, and such new or partly new
practices, neither Mr. Terry, nor Dr. Robertson, nor any other of
the orthodox practitioners, would buy or read the Lances, by which
Mr. Wakley gets his bread. 1 do, therefore, entirely deny Mr.
Terry’s assertions respecting Dr. Elliotson and the Okeys, and am
surprised that he should do so great an injustice as to state publicly
Mr, Wakley’s accusatious without giving also Dr. Elliotsons contra-
diction and challange of proof. Mr. Terry is esidently well read
on the side opposed to mesmerism, and can quote from Dr. Cowan
and Mr. Wakley ; but on the side publicly agvucating mesmertsm,
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and publishing mest able and interesting works npon this mysterions
sgency, he seems (in charity I say s0,) not to bave read st all.”

Mzr. Terry’e letter proceeds thus :—

“These delusive agencies (mesmerism, &c.,) act only through
the medium of the imagination, and in meny cases dangeromaly
aggravate that morbid condition of nerve through which alone therr
effects pre produced. That thero may not be here and there a casy
of some nervous malady in which this or any other powerful mental
emotion may be productive of good, I am fae (vom denying., There
are, I believe, on record, weil-established facts, where even palsy
has been cured by terror, the aflicted person finding his house on
fire; and & man, crippled by gout, has ran away from an infuriated
ballock, The wonderful effects of charms, also, some few of which,
I believe are merely illustrations of the abnormal action of mind
u?on our physical organs. The many and varied effects, however,
of strong mental emotion in the influence both upon mind and body
rre common to every one's experience. 1 would here ask sowe of my
highly-esteemed friends, upon whose judgment and trathfulness in
matters of the most grave importance I entirely rely, and whe yet
so extensively patronise this and such like irregular proceedings—-
“Are we w0 do evil that good may comei’ Are we to practise s
decided fellacy on the vaguee chance of some one deriving benefit from
it? which I am told has happened tn a case of deafaess in this town.
Are we rationally and profitably empleyed in searching for a grain of
wheat io such a bushel of empirical chaff? It is not, however, the
practice of electro-biology to be reprobated, or the practice of raticnal
medicine to be sustained, that I think the most bmportant part of
this diseussion, The practice which 1 think most in danger is ©the
practice of sound thinking.! The rejection of such and such like
quackeries, | consider & question of principle net of practice, &
queation of morsls not of etiquette, sy has been well anid by the
able and secomplished Dr. Cowan, of Reading. In reference to-
nervous susceptibility, as the great sgeat to which I have referred, 1
would observe that the medical term idiosyncraey, or peculiarity of
habit, whether of mind or body, expresses- my meaning, Some
persans, we know, are powerfully affected by objects of sight, smell
or taste of which others take no notice, and every one i1s familiar
with the powerful though varied influence of fear, aod other depres.
sing or exciting mental emotions. Shonld it be considered that I
have not sufficiently established the identity of mesmerism and
electro-biology, I would refer to a handbill lying before me, in whioh
I see, "the Phenomena of Dreams, Clairvoyance, Mesmerism, and
Eieetro-Pathology,' mnrocunced ss x lecture, “in evidence of the
capacity and dignity of the human mind.’ Now, on the subject of
clairvoyance, I must speak without reserve, and I do not hesitate to
say that I consider it the ulmost pitch of man's gbsurdity. No power
upon exrth can make me believe that any human heing can see through
a deal board or a stone wall ; or, that living in London, ke can sce
what is doing at Northampton. Persons entertsining such ideas,
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set at defiznce all common sense, and are acting under the infloence
of pitiable, or else of wilful deception. They are well described by
Dr. Cowan, from whom I have already quoted, in a disseriation
upon another and not very dissimilar folly. ‘The man,” he says,
*who believes in this is a mystic, his creed is at variance with all
rational experience, end subversive of all previously aoquired know-
ledge. He has lost the ballast of his reasoning facunlties, and set &t
defiance all those means by which the human mind is r ted, I
distrast his judgment apon every sobject.’ Aguin, ¢Such belief is
bat the symptom of a mind withoat stay or ballast, liable to be driven
hopelessly inta every folly, ever ready to spura to-day, what it yes-
terday helieved.” ¢I do not attempt its refutation by merely point-
ing out its arithmetical absurdities and physical impossibilities, but
I banish it at once beyond the pale of discussion, and class it amongat
the fallacies too extreme for investigation.' See Beport of Speeches
on Irregular Practice, primted by Churchill, London, 1851, Clair-
voyanee may weil participate in this reproach.”

“In conclusion, I beg to state that in attending the meeting on
Friday last, 1 was influenced by an observation frequenily made by
wy friends, < Why do not you doctors go and sce?” We and those
1 have nemed have done so, and are satisfied. ¥n what I aaid st the
time, and in what I have now written “liberavi animam meam.” I
shall be glad if I bave thrown any light upon the subject; if not,
error must still prevail, end I will only add, <Qui valt decipi, deei-
piatar.’

The principal points of this letter were thus answered by
Mr. Millington.

“Mr. Terry says, ‘ No power upon earth can make me believe
that any huoman being ean see through a deal board, or a stone wall.'
Has any one attempted to do so?  Certainly I have not; yet the
remark is made immediately in connection with my lecture. The
stone wall against which the writer plants his borrowed* artillery is
a structure of his own imagination, which certainly be has no right
to impate to me.  If he mean to say that the mind can apprehend
nothing but through the medium of its bodily organs, he asserts
more tﬁan he can prove, he shews an unworthy appreciation of the
living prineiple within him, snd manifests a sad want of common
historical faith,

“Mpr. Terry ackoowledges that wonderful effects may be brought
about by the influence of the imagination. He says this is the ste-
dium by which these delusive agencies (mesmerism, &e.) act; where,
then, is the cause? But how can imagination be the medium?
Does imagination strike immediately upon the nerves or contract the
muselee 7 Does it descend into the foot to set it in motion? Does
it act directly and mechanically npon the body? He says again,
‘In reference to wervous susceptibility, as the great agent to which
I have referred, &e.' Here, then, suseceplibility is advanced as the

* Borrowsd from Dr. Cowan's werk on & different eubject.
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great agent ; but how can suaceptibility be an agent 7 The capacity
of receiving en impression is ome thing ; the means by whicﬂ that
impression 13 produced is another. The wax ms{ be as soft as you
please, bnt that will not enable it to assume any shape or impression
without external agencg. Every man o susceptible of pain or ples-
sure, but that susceptibility will not of itself procure him either the
one or the other. Buat Mr. Terry says susceptibility is the agent ;
and above rmeameriam is the agent, and imagination ie the medium /
Your readers will form their own opinion of a cause that can produce
no better arguments than these; tll:ey will judge for themselves how
far the man who can write thus is competent to charge another with
having ¢ loat the ballast of his reasoning faculties)

“ Mpe, Terry asks, *Are we to do evil that good may follow ¥’
‘What evil does he anticipate? He can adduce no instances of injury
from mesmerie treatment, widely and wildly as it has been practised ;
there would be still less danger if medical men would investigate its
priociples, sod apply them in a systematic and careful manner.

* Directing this xrgument sgninst the old aystem of medicine,
he might say with equal remson—because men have been bliatered
and bled to death—because they have died under.surgical operations
—hecause their constitutions have been roined by violent medicines,
therefore we ought to have no surgery, no medical treatment st all.
Neither he nor auy other sensible person would agree to this concln-
sion,
“Aganin, he says, ‘Are we justified in searching for a grain of
wheat in such a bushel of empirical chafi?" The happy finder of the
wheat—the deaf restored to hearing-—the paralytic to the use of his
limbs, will answer, * Yes.” If cures are the wheat and failares the
chaff, it will be found that the practice of mesmerism bas yizlded,
even in its present undeveloped character, guite as large & crop of
wheat, in proportion to the chaff, ns any field that was cver sown
with pills and powders under the old system.

*“Mr, Terry says there sre facts on record where palsy has been
cared hy terror, and a man crippled by gout has run away from an
infuriated bullock : here, as in every other case, he makes ne attempt
whatever to account for the effects produced, The theory of electro-
pathology aecounts for everything of the kind ; it shews the mind as
the canse, electricity as the agent, susceptibility as the contingent.
The mind, that cannot act upon gross matter, employs the electro-
nervous fluid in its communications with the body; this fluid is ex-
cited by the emotions of the mind, and the more violent those emo-
tions, the more intense will be the evergy put forth, and the more
extraordinary the effects produced,

**In conclusion, Mr. Terry “hopes he has thrown some light
upon the subject;’ and modestly adds, ©if not, error must still lEu-e-
vail.” I trust not; others may yet succeed even where he has failed,
Mesmerism hns for a long time been ¢ banished beyond the pale of
argument ;' like all new and important discoveries, as vaccination,
the use of chloroform, &c., it bas to contend with old fashioned
prejudices ; but it is now rapidly gathering strength, and will, ere
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long, be generally recognired as a seience not only deserving in itself
of the highest consideration, bat capable of conferring the greatest
possible benefits upon the human family."”

Mr. Terry did not venture any reply to these letters, but
s fortnight afterwards forwarded to the editors of the two
papers a letter from bis friend, Mr. Langdon, whom he desig-
nated “ the scientific and highly-gifted house-surgeon of St.
Bartholomew’s Hoepital,”’ This gentleman’s remarks, =o far
as they relate to mesmerism, were thus anawered by Mr.
Millington.

* Mr. Langdon’s remark ahout the earth’s rotundity obstrneting
the line of vision between distant objects, is no argument sgainst
clairvoyanee, inssmuch as it is not asserted that the organs of sight
are employed by the clairvoyant. The eyes do not see through the
carth, nor through deal boards and stone walls; but there is a sym-
Eathetic knowledﬁe and perception in the mind independently of the

odily organs, r, Langdon cannot understand this, and therefore
he will oot believe it. He might with as much reason deny (and
perbaps if he had never seen a compass, he would deny) that there
19 any power in the earth to influence the magnetic veedle, because
be eanpot certainly tell whence that power proceeds, nor how it acts,

" Mr. Langdon glories in his old-fashioned prejudices,’ and
says, ' It could not be wondered at, ¢f° az a surgeon I heritated to
believe (there is more meaniog in this than he iotended), that disease
could be cured by 2 look or a movement of the hand, sfter the ex-
perience of mﬁdaily Elracl.ice.' He should rather say the want of
experience, He would judge of mesmerism by his daily practice, in
a sphere from which it is altogether exciuded. He cannot believe
that disease can be eured by any other thao the old remedies, drugs,
blisters, phlebotomy, and surgery, simply because he has tried no
others : lI:ia remark ooly proves that his opinions are, to a certam
extent at least, rightly characterized as old-fashioned prejudices. [If
be had rea] experience in mesmerie practice, he would see, as I have
seen, discases of long standing yielding to the touch whose virtue he
derides ; he would find acute disorders and grievous pains relieved in
s few minutes, after having baffled ordinury doctors for as many
years; he wounld be aware of many things belonging to his profession
which be lias never yet seem, only because he has never looked for
them. After hinting that the phenomena of mesmerism may proceed
from Satanic ageney, he sums up by declaring his opinion that the
¢ whole misnamed science is a mixture of i‘alsehnm;J end delusion.’
Let me tell him that ite advocates are, to say the least, as highly
distinguished for scientific knowledge, as honourable and pious and
trothiful as the best of its adversaries, and that no abuse or ridienle
will avail to injure a cause, which only gathers strength from ell
candid investigation and honest argoment.” '

While this correspondence was going on, other events
occurred to shew the renlity of mesmerism and the folly and
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preindice of those who, instead of studying its phenomena
denounce what they cannot deny, and ridicule what they
cannot uoderatand,

Mr. Millington’s account of these circumstances is as
follows : —

 On the 1 5th of Juoe last, a boy, aged 14, who had attended one
or more of Mr. Reyuolds's lectures, and, as he esserted, had been
operated npon by bim, after exbibiting unusual excitement for two or
three weeks, was suddenily seized with inaanity of & most alarming and
violent character. He had lately surprised his parents by hie wilfulnesa
and disobedience, and had evinced s strong propensity to appropriate
to himsell’ whatever he conld Jay his hands upon. Awey worthless
robbish that he ecould purloir from his neighbours was brought home
and treasured up with care, and the complaints of those who hnd
suffered from his depredations became so frequent that, after beating
and punishing their son in varicus ways, they sent for a policeman
in the bope of frightening him into betier habita, At length one of
the neighbours remarked to the father, that the boy did such strange
things, he must surely & wrong in Ais head. The wother, who had
had some misgivings, replied, (a!ludingbto the recent experiments in
electro-biclogy,) *I hope no onc has been acting upon him.' The
boy, bearing this, sprang up, and exclaiming, ‘ They have, they
have,’ instantly broke into a state of violent madoess.

1 was sent for on the following moraing, and found the lad
tid by his hands and feet, gnawing at the bandages, swearing, and
tossing himsell’ furiously to end fro, He had been in this state all
the night, and had been visited by a Mr. Dodd, n surgeon of North-
ampton, who ordered him to be thus restroived, and his bhead to be
bathed with vinegar and water. The boy ssserted that Mr, Reyoolds
bad made him fly, and that be had been flying ever since. He also
aaid that the operator bad taken him to India, and that he was still
in India when he left the lecture voom, and had often been there
since.

“The boy scemed to be endued with extraordinary strength
during the time of his jasanity: he ran with great swiftness, and
IeapeE over places where none could follow him ; and once, under
the impression of flying, he scaled the walls of the house, and was
seen seated upon the gable of the roof.

 After he had been in this state a week, getting rather worse
than better (as his parents said), wearing out tﬁ whole family, wha
could neither work nor rest, and exeiting a great commotion in the
neighbourhood, the father brought him before the magistrates st
Peity Sessions. [ had io the meantime written to Dr. Elliotson,
who with the utmost promptitude and kindness replied ns follows :—

* ¢+ Dear Sir,—I have no doubt that all will end wel, Pray let
some healthy person mesmerise the youth twice a day, every slowly,
very colmly, and very kindly, taking ope hand and squeezing it, and
slightly rubbing it, as we should de to a ¢hild whea we might wish to



822 Medscal opposition to Mesmeriam a! Northampion.

encourage and shew kindness to it, while very slow passes are made with
the operator’s other band from opposite the forehead to opposite the
stomach, Breathing very slowly upon the eyee and nos and lips
at the ond of the half hour mey be extremely beneficial. Persever-
ance in this, in spite of all difficulties, will succeed. No violence
or harshness of either voice or look should be allowed from any one.
If possible, nobody but the mesmerniger should touch the patient or
be close to him. Kindness and gentleness from every person are
ahsolutely neceasary.

“ 71 was ment for to an exactly similar case lately, and presently
brought on the most perfect calm and restoration by putting every
other person aside, and hresthing slowly and perseveringly all over
the patient’s face and bosom.

*¢This disturbance is & common effeet of meamerism badly
undertaken. It frequently happens that disturbance srises if more
than one person operates on the same individual within a short time
in the pnrely meameric way : but the violence of electro-biology is
too muck for the nerves of some. Pray write again and inform me
how you go on. . . . I entreal yon not to be aneasy about the youth,
because I am satisfied that all will end happily, but mesmerism must
not be trifled with in this way,

¢ ¢ I remein, dear Sir, yours very truly,
#‘Joan Biriorson.’

* This letter the parents submitted to the magistrates, but as
they had not been able to procure the services of any person in fol-
lowing ita directions, they proposed that the boy should be sent to
London, and as I happened to be in town at the time, 8 communication
way addressed to me there on the subject. I returned the following
evening to Northampton, and finding it impossible to engage the
assistance of any person more competent (in regard to health and
strength) than myself, I resolved to mesmense the boy according to
Dr. Elliotson’s instractions,

** } mermerised him the first time on Thuraday morning (June
14th). 'With some difficuity I persusded him to let me take him
gently by the hand, and thus soothing and coaxing him, induced
kim to sit down opposite to me for a httle time, At first he was
very troublesome, soatching st my watch, biting at my fingers, and
trying every now and then to jump up and escape from me, and at
the end of about twenty minutes he started op, sprang omt of the
window and ran away.

*“* During the day be became more tranguil, and in the evening
1 again mesmerised him, put him to sleep, and left him in bed. On
Friday he was much befier, and, after being again mesmerised, ap-
peared a second time before the magistrates by their desive. Mr.
Reynolds and myself were also present to answer any enquiries that
might be made, and the father baving given his account of the whole
of the circomstances, I briefly stated all that had occurred within my
own observation, and declared my opinion that the restraint and harsh
treatment to which the youth had been subjected had been the meens,
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not only of retarding his recovery, but of increasing his malady. Mr,
Dodd defended his treatment of the boy, eaying that restraint was
absolutely necessary, and that four men were required to hold him
while his hair was eut off ; but the mother testified that all this vio-
lence had made him worse, and that kind end gentle trestment, to-
gether with meamerism, had produced a most beneficial effect, adding
that * Mr. Millington was the best friend the boy had.’

“ Dr. Robertson and Mr. Terry had also seen the boy, and the
latter told his mother, who repeated it to me, that *if he recovered
without going to the lunatic asylum it would be a miracle.” 1 took
this opportunity of remarking, that if the doctors, instead of ignor-
ing the powers of mesmeriam, had condescended to study its laws
and effects, they would not be so utterly at a loss how to proceed in
cases of derangement arising from the abuse of an influence a0 strange
snd powerful.

“ The magistrates baving remarked upon the very great improve-
ment that had taken place sinee the boy's first appearance before
them, recommended the parents to leave the case in my hapds, and
having expreased my confident hope of effecting a speedy cure, the
parties withdrew,
© “It is fair to Mr. Reynolds to say that he denied having operated
upon the boy at all, but the lad persisted in his assertion, and became
20 violent on being contradicted in this matter, that the magistrates
desired he should be led out by a different deor from that by which
he had entered, in order that he might avoid passing near Mr. Rey-
nolds, whom he threatened to assanlt with & stick which he carmed
with him,

“ On Friday evening 1 again put the boy to sleep, and doring
that night his arms and legs were every few minutes convulsed by
spasmodic working of the muscles ; but thongh causing much dis-
turbance and alarm to those who observed him, he did not ewake
until late the next morning, when he seemed nearly well. 1 mea-
merised him for the iast time on Sunday night, after which no traces
of his malady remained beyond great lassitude and debility, the
natursl consequence of his excited and rvestless condition,

** On the evening of the dsy of our appearance before the magis-
trates I waa sent for to another case of madoess, caused by *electro-
biclogy.’ Ome of Mr. Heynolds’s counstant and most susceptible
subjects, having been o?erated upon on the public race-course by a
companion, had suddenly been seized with the most violent raving
madoess. He had been brought home with difficulty, and at the
time I saw him was lying upon a sofs, held by four men. His
struggles, his roaring, and his wild appearance were frightful ; but
these symptoms subsided at short intervals into a death-like calm;
and from the improvement that had taken place in this respect during
the two hours that had elapsed from the time of his first seizore,
and from what I had read and observed of other cases, I encouraged
his friends to hope that this state of derangement would be of short
duration. Being requested to meemerise the young man, 1 began to
do s, but was interrupted by the appearance of Dr. Robertson, who,
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having enquired into all the circumstances, deaired that he should be
put to bed, It being suggested to the doctor that mesmerism seemed
the most promising remedy thet could be employed, he replied that
he entirely set his face against it, n¢ ngninat eve-z:hing else that was
wicked and delusive : that it was powerlesa o do good, but wenld
probably make the young man worse. He took this opportunity of
delivering a philippic against all mesmeric proceedings, declaring that
mesmerism was often applied to the vilest and most abominable pur-
poses, end that 8 case would shortiy be made public through the
courts of justice in which it bad been thuns shamefully employed. 1
way here say, by the way, that 1 have walched the papera for a
report of this case, but have not yet been able to find it.

**On Saturday morning I heard that the young man was much
better: the violent character of his atisck had passed off, but the
mind was still affected, and he was now in & state of idiotey, This
instod many days, and, bat for the interference of the Rev. Thomms
Btorer, incumbent of 8t. Andrew’s Church, Northampton, supported
and encouraged by the kind advice of Dr. Elliotson, who, though a
stranger to all the parties, responded most readily to every appeal
for counsel and samstance, the young man would have been removed
to the lunatic asylum. Happily this step, which wonld have retarded
if mot ented his recovery, was averted, and in the course of a
forinight the yoong man entirely recovered his senses, and was able
to resume his usual occupsations.”

It seems very surprising that, after the curative powers
of mesmerism had been so strikingly exhibited in the first of
these two cases, and its beneficial results made known, any
medical men should have been found so prejudieed and un-
reasonable as to forbid its application in the secoud, especially
when they had po remedy to propose in its stead: and yet
more surprising that after one of their patients had escaped
the lunatic asylum they shounld still have been willing to a.]fow
the other to be sent thither. Tt is quite possible that, had
either of these persons been placed in confinement, they
might have become confirmed lunatics, and never again left
the walls of the prisou to which with so little consideration
they had been consigned.

A, B.

NOTE BY PR. ELLIOTSON.

T have heard upon good authority that, in consequence of
Mr. Millington’s noble advoczey of mesmerism, Dr. Robertson
and Mr, Terry, with others influenced by them, withdrew their
subscriptions from the fund for providing a curate for the
parish, which s very poor, and in which the schools and all
other good works for the benefit of the poor depend chiefly
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upon the exertions of the curate, and great indeed have been
his exertions and most exomplary has been his conduct.

Too conscientious to give up mesmerism, which he sew
was & truth and s blessing, Mr. Millington resigned his curaoy,
though he had no other appointment. This was conduct
warthy:of & place in the history of virtue and of science. On
his taking this noble step, much indipnation wes exeited,
Some of the most influential men of the town waited upen
him, and offered to make good all deficiencies, and to guarantee
the parish against all loss, if he would continue there. On
this he agreed to withdraw his resignation. But hia vicar,
though he had Aimse{f no objection to mesmeriam, refused to
allow thie unless Mr, Millington would promise to have no
more to do with it—a stipulation which he of course rejected ;
s0 that he will be compelied, notwithstanding the efforts which
have been made, and in opposition to the wishes of the pa-
rishioners, to leave the parish,

IX. An instance of the Prolongation of Life by Mesmeriom,

and great benefit from it in Epilepsy. By Wu. Fornes
Lavrie, M.D., Dunstable,

' Who does pot remembaer, that towards the end of the last oentury, the so-
called sge of philosophy, crowds of sll ranks Hocked to the cemelery of St.
Mederd, at Paris, to witness miraculous coren of peralysiy wpon the tomb of &
saint }  People weoe, hawever, soon undondred and the cmastery was closed by
order of the

“We al} know how glaringly the jugglenu of mesmeristn were exposed in
France by & scientific committee, presided over by the celebrated Berthollet, after
four yms careful investigution.

“ it is well known that bomosopathy, which hes bad o pany foolish sup-
parters throughout Eurape, is dying away, destrayed by its own absurdities,

* The votaries of animal magnetism and clairvoyance still find dupes here and
thera, thoogh, especially in Prance, they are daily brought hefore courta of law,
angd punished for swindling.

‘In fine, Do ons is wnacguainted with the fact, that the tenets of phranology
have been exaggerated and disfigured; that they bave come down to aeight-of-
hand deception s and that their vagaries have been confoted by sound logicsl res-
eoning, and the ridicnle which they richly deserve.”—Lamcet, March 37, 1858,
An article by the Chevalier Le Molt* to prove that hydra-electric chaing and belta
are nseless things.

TG THE EDITOR OF THE ZOIST.

81r,—I have long considered that the valae of mesmerism
in prolonging life was as much to be regarded as its efficacy
in a more immediately curative point of view.

The following case will illastrate its beneficial effects in
the prolongetion of life.

I was seni for one evening in Januvary, 1849, in grest

* A merry friead says that the rara avis chattering such trash is molling, —
Zaidf.
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haste to see Mrs, G , & lady in a very delicate state of
health, who had for many years been suffering from dilata-
tion of the heart, and who was subject to a usual concomitant
of this affection—frequent faintings. On my arrival at her
residence, I found her quite cold and appareatly lifeless, no
vapour from the breath being apparent on a looking.glass
which was held to her lips.

T immediately mesmerised her, and after persevering for
some time, the cheeks changed from a deadly whiteness to a
rosy glow, and the general warmth of the hody was quite
restored. From that time she gradually improved in health,
the mesmeric process being continued by me daily.

Although she ia at the present time, as she always has
heen, in a very infirm state of heslth, she is still living, and
I have invarisbly fonnd mesmerism invaluable in restoring
her, when the distressing faintings connected with the organic
disease under which she labours have manifested themselves,

Elizabeth Jackson, of Sundon, Bedfordshire, =t 38, has
now, September 1st, 1852, been under treatment by roeans
of sub-mesmerism for a year and & half. She has had epi-
leptic fits ever since she was born, her mother having had them
very severely before her, so that they are in every respect
hereditary.

When seized, she used to have forming at the mouth, to
fall down suddenly, and feel as if she should lose her reason.
The fits, she says, used to be upon her for a week together,
A sensation would come on all in a moment, as if water were
rolling round the abdomen; this was accompanied by a feel-
ing of nausea, violent eructations, and occasionally great
pan from excessive flatulence. The appearance of the hands,
which were frequently drawn together for five or six hours,
so that she could not move them, was perfectly frightful ;
indeed her general character and entire expression of face was
se horrible, as to represent exactly what one would imagine
to be that of a person possessed with an evil spirit. She
bas been meswerised in my house once a week for a year
and a half. During this period she has only had two
fits of any consequence for & year and a half; whereas she
was in the habit of having at lenst one or two, and some-
times three or four, fits in a week. So susceptible waa this
person when first she presented herself to my notice, that 1
could bring on a fit in a minute; but now it requires & quarter
of an hour, and a greater pumber of manipulations to pro-
duce any change whatever. Indeed the only alteration from
the pormal state now perceptible is a fizedness of the eyes
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and of the frame. There is no other appearance of a fit, nor
are there any movements or contortions of any kind, nor any
nausea ov flatulence. The patient also says that she feels her
health, strength, appetite, and spirits improved to an extra-
ordinary degree, aud the poor creature expresses herself as
extremely grateful for what I have dove for her,

It iz worthy of obscrvation, that she was so ausceptible at
first that she akewed the effect of the metal the moment it
was placed in her haod, by frightful contortions of the features
and writhings of the limbs, but now she does not appear to
suffer from it at all; indecd no perceptible change manifests
itself until pressure has heen made upon the forehead several
times by my hand.

On one occasion at an early stage of the treatment, at the
request of a gentleman, a patient in my eatablishment, 1 in-
terrupted the crisis (the fit) which T had produced, by pat-
tings of the back aud gentle succussions of the person. This
however, as I had feared, produced a more severe, and in fact
u far more sioleut and daugerus enisis, 3o that T have never
ot any oceasion dared to repeat the experiment, but find the
true carative plan s to bring on the erisy, aud leave the
paticnt to go through it, Tn <hort to o with nature, and
not against her.

So severe were the epileptic sciznres iy this ease, that
prople who haid been in the hebit of seeing ler said they
had never seen any our worse.  In fact 80 hopeless a case did
it seems to Le, that T was quite laughed at and seornfully
treated for ever undertaking to aftempt in sucl a cuse any
thing of a remedinl natore,

The patieut now save shie fecls o innch botter, that she
thinks by and by she shald Lave uo fit st all.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
W, Ponues Lavary, M1, Bdiuens
Hydropathie Establishuicat,
Danstable, Medfordshire, Aug. 23, 1R52,

X. Dublin Mesmeric Association.

A MEETING of the Dublin Mesmeric Association was held on
Monday evening, August 9, in Mr, Porter’s large rooms,
Great Brunswick Street, for the purpose, as stated in the
circnlar calling the meeting, *of submitting to the members
a statement as to the present position of the Society.” At
eight o’clock, Capt. Falconer Miles, president of the Asso-
ciation, was called to the chair. Mr. J. Pitt Harns, A.B.
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{(in the unavoidable absence of Mr. I. M‘Donnell), acted ns
secretary.

The Cra1MaN, in rising to address the meeting, was
received with much applause. He said they were called to-
gether for the purpose of having laid before them a statement
of the proceedings of the Association since ite establishment
in Deeember last, It was pot necessary for him to enter into
elaborate detsils of what might be effected by mesmerism in
its higher branches, but rather to refer to some facts, to shew
the work they had accomplished in their Infirmary. Having
attended to the excellent lectures of Messrs, Davey and
Jackson in the Rotondo last year, he had come to the con-
clusion of using mesmerism as a curative power, and be
thanked God he had done s0 with the most complete suecess.
After visiting the Mesmerie Infirmary in London, he had
determined to aid in establishing an Association in this city,
with the ultimate object of opening a similar Infirmary 10
Dublin. In pursnance of this object, a few friends met last
December in Anglesea Street, where they formed the Asso-
ciation, having drawn up such roles and regulations for their
guddance as, he felt satiafied, on inspection, and they were
vpen to the perusal of all, would meet their cordial approval.
They had many difficulties to contend with, many opponents,
but they went boldly forward, and the work performed would
be laid before them that evening. Ie presumed that all pre-
sent bad seen their prospectus, a copy of which he then held
in his hand, in which the object, the sole object of the Asso-
ciation was set forth. It was there stated that '* the Com-
mittee wish it to be distinctly understood that their object is
not to devise any ecientific fieory, but simply to extend the
knowledge of certain important facfs, and facilitate the bene-
ficial application of that knowledge, in the relief of suffering,
and the cure of discase.” Thkey did not put forward mes-
merism as a remedy for all diseases, nor as interfering with
or antagonistic to medical men, but merely as an agent cal-
culated to be of vast good in many diseases, such as nervous
or chronic, and which medical men generally admitted were
not to be subdued by drugs alone. After referring at some
length to the many objections made to the practice of mes-
merism, he said he thought that highly intelligent meeting
would agree with him that the Association bad left nothing
undone to guard themselves against the charges and suspicions
of their opponents. About the 8th of March last, they found
themselves in a position to open the Infirmary for patients
twice a-week, and they went on, thank God, most success-
fully, as they would see by the Report which would be read
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to them. After a little time they were enabled to appoint
two paid operators (male and female), in addition to the gen-
tlemen who acted gratuitously, which enabled them now to
open that Iofirmary daily. It should be recollected that
theirs was all up-hill work, for patients seldom came to them
until they were pronounced past the physician’s aid, notwith-
standing which they had performed several cures. They did
not work for gain, but were solely prompted by a benovolent
feeling towarda their fellow-ren ; neither did they work in
the nsme of Satan, sa had been stated by some, but in the
name of God, and by their fruits he was perfectly satisfied
that they should stand or fall. The Infirmary had been at
work but a very short time when it was visited by several dis-
tinguished citizens, including the Arehbisbop of Dublin, who,
be was happy to tell them, expressed themselves highly pleased
with what they had seen. The Chairman then referred o the
case of a patient, named Doyle, who was recommended by
His Grace the Archibishop of Dublin, and who was suffering
from partial ineanity, caused by a fail from the top of a house
some yeara since, and who, during the week before being
operated upon, had attempted to destroy bis children. This
man was ouly mesmerised three times, in all Afty-five minutes,
when he was perfectly cured, and able to resume his work, as
borne testimony to by the Archbishop of Dublin. He then
alluded to another ease, that of Jobn Hyan, who was reeom-
mended by one of their subseribers ; this man had a pain in
his back for seventeen weeks, which incapacitated him from
walking or attending to his work; after being twenty-one
days in hoapital, he left if, as he himself stated, ““worse than
when he went in ;" he was brought to him (Capt. Miles), and
be only mesmerised him once when he said he felt that he
was 8 new man; he sent him home in a ear, but on the fol-
lowing day the poor man was so muach improved that he was
able to walk from his house at Ball’s Bridge to his {Capt.
M.3) residence at Cullenswood; on the next day he was able
to walk to the Infirmary, and in four days he was perfectly
restored to his health, as he himself would inform them.
[Ryan here stood up and fully corrchorated the statement of
the Chairman, remarking that he was “now as strong and
well” as he was twonty years previously.] After mentionmng
some other interesting cases of cure, the Chairman said that
on taking up his pote-book that morring, he was forcibly
struck with the number of various diseases he had had in
hand since he commenced mesmerising, and he had the gra-
tification of stating, that out of that number he knew of but
one in which the greatest benefit had not been derived. Here
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he enumerated the cases as follows :—inflammation of lungs,
cancer, gaatric fever, tic donloureux, sciatica, deafness, muraps,
sore throat, neuralgis, influenea, rhenmatism, ear.ache, tooth-
ache, abscess, aprained foot, stomach-ache, cough and colds,
palpitation of the heart, disease of heart, partial insanity,
epilepsy, pains in the back, spinal disease, diarrheen, ophthal.
mia, cataract, general debility, extreme mental nervouns disease.
Before he concluded he wished to allude to a fact which might
be considered of some importance. Ar idea had gone abroad
that cures could not be effected without putting the patient to
sleep; now this was a mistaken notion; out of the numerons
cages he bad taken into hand there were very few instances in
which he had pat the patient to sleep, so that persouns would
sec this objection should not prevent them from availing them-
selves of the benefits of mesmerism whilst in their wakeful state.
It was now strongly urged upon them to open a Mesmeric
Infimary for the higher classes, somewhere about Stephen’s
Green, where patients would be received on payiog a small
fee to defray the necessary expenszes, The difficulty was to
get a place for the purpose, so many unfair prejudices existed
upon the subject ; but he had no doubt that with the support
aud cobperation of the respectable meeting he saw around
him, they would overcome this difficulty as they had already
done many othera of a more formidable rature. After some
further observations, the speaker concluded, amidst Iond ap-
plause, by calling upon the Secretary to read the list of cures
from the Infirmary book.

Mr. FFinria then read a list of sixty eases, which had
been treated in the Infirmary, out of which twelve had been
perfectly cured, and the rewmainder, the majority of whom
were still under treatment, bad been much benefitted.

Mr, Joun Geray, of Windsor Terrace, Kingstown, moved
the first resolution, as follows:— That we have heard tha
statement of our President, and the Report of the working
of the Infirmary by the Secretary, with much satisfaction,
evidencing as they do a far more sugcessful progress of the
practical uses of mesmerism than:the inost sangnine could
have anticipated previously to the formation of this Associa-
tion.”” He said he felt called upon to attend that meeting to
bear his testimony to the exertions of their worthy President,
to whom the Society owed he might say, its present proud
position. He (Mr. Gray) was the first, he believed, in this
city to stand upon a public platform to bear testimony to the
benefits of mesmerism, as evidesced in his own person,
Mesmerism he could assure them, was making rapid strides
in Dublin of late. He attended the lectures of Lafontaine,
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whoe was a really clever man, but he laboured under the
diffieulty of not speaking our language; then we had Mr,
Adair, and subsequently Messrs. Davey and Jackson, who
had done much to sprend the fruths of mesmerism; for we
bad no such lecturer as Mr. Jackson, no such operator as Mr,
Davey. 1In conclusion Mr. Gray paid a high compliment to
the Chairman for his zeal in the cause, and resumed his seat
amidst loud cheers,

Mr. PooLx seeonded the rezolntion, which as well as those
subsequently moved, were vnanimously adopted. He said,
they were called impostors; if so, it should be admitted they
were impostors in very excellent company ; they had joined
with them men of all creeds and classes, 1ncluding nobles of
the land, clergymen, members of the learned professions,
and he was happy to add, medical men of the first standing
in their profession.

Mr. Aitix referred to the progress which mesmerism had
made in India, under Dr. Eadaile, and on the Continent of
Europe; he then combatted the objections raised by its
opponents, and concluded by proposing the next resolution,
an follows :—“That the sucoess here shewn fully warranta us
ir. calling upon all the friends of hemanity to co-operate with
onr Association.”

Mr. Jornston briefly seconded the resolution.

Mr, Rocers moved and Mr. Tiene seconded the third
resolution :— That those gentlemen who have so nnremit-
tingly devoted themselves as operators in the Infirmary are
entitled to our warmest thanks.” e

Capt. Miles having been then moved from the chair,
which was taken by Mr. Gray,

Mr. J. Prrr Hawrnis, A.B, after a soiteble preface, in
which he entered into an able and eloguent defence of mes-
merism as a curative power, moved the following resolntion,
which was seconded by Mr. Chawrorp, and carried by accls-
mation :—* That our sincere thanks are due, and are hereby
given, to Mr. Milea, our President, for hiz constant attend-
ance at the meetings of our Committee siuce its formation, as
well as for his untiring a10d successful labours as operator in
the Infirmary.”

Major WorszLeY rose and stated that, as an old scldier,
whose motto was deeds nmot words, he hoped he would be
excused for intruding upon the time of the meeting, but he
could not let that resolution pess without standing vp publicly
to offer his thanke to Mr. Miles for the yare display of prac-
tical philanthropy he had evinced in spreading the knowledge
of mesmeriam; he had alse to thank him on behalf of a
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member of his own family, who had been much benefitted
through its healing influence (cheers).

A vote of thavks, moved by Mr. O’Farrell, seconded by
Mr. Rogers, was then passed to Mr. Harris for hia kindness
in ncting Bs Secretary to the meeting, and to Mr. Porter, for
placing his rooms at the disposa) of the committee for the
evening, and the meeting separated, evidently highly pleased
with the proceedings.

BOOKE REOEIVELR.

Bucklsnd's Handhook of Meamerism. Third Edition.
‘We have already recommended this,

Barth's Mesmerist's Manual, Third Edition, eclarged.

Ne hook of the nize conteina a greater amounnt of varions mesmeric informa-
tion,

The Mesmeric Guide for Family Use, Contnining instroctions for the Appli-
cation of Mesmerlam as & Curative Agent. By B. D. Seunders.

Thia is » much gmaller book thar the other, and is as it were a collection of
good receipts for meamerising individual cases.

A Letter to Dr. Lyon Playfair, C.B., F.R.5.: being a medical o -
on the recent results of the Anslogie of the Buxton Tepid Batha; to
added a statement of the improvements now in progress at Burton, -
Playfair's Anaiytical Report, By Wm, H, Robertson, M.D., Senior P
to the Buxton Bath Charity.

The Medical Report of the Famale side of the Coluey Hatch Lunatic A
Middlesex. By J. G. Davey, M.D,

'The Russian Bath; published with a view to recommend its introduction .
England for Hygienic as well pa Curative purposes. By Mathias Roth, M.L
physician to the Hahnemann Hoapital; author of the * Prevention and Care o
Chronic Diseases by Movements,” &e., &e.

. Examen Phrénologique ou Analyss et Synthése des principaax traits do carac.
tere primitif et actuel de Vincenz Priessnitz. Fait & Freiwaldau, Septembre
1849, Troppan, 1B32.

NOTICEB TO CORRERPONDOANTE.

In oor next will appear an Account of a Cure of a singuler Nervous Affec-
tion: and one of the effecta of mental impression upona Cat. By Dr. Elliotson.

Cuares by Mr, Phelps, late of the Bristol Mesmeric Inatitute.

Successful imaue of a severe Case of Fever treated with Mesmerism by Dr.
Ashburner; and sn account of the unprecedented conduct of & purgeon who
wea not sttending the case.

Reroarkable Pacts, and Cures, by My, Barth.

More instances of Clairvoyence in Alevia Didier and Ellen Dawaon,

Cure of so enormoua and condemned Bursa, by Mr, Capern.

Curea by Mr. H. §. Thompson.

A Letter from Dr. Collyer in San Francisce, California, successfully assert.
ing hix priority of claim to the praetice of the so-called Electro-Biology : with
notes upon the subject by Dr. Elliotsan,

A fact in Electro-Biology, as it is called, by Mr. Hannent.

A Cure of St. Vitus's Dance, with other facts, by Mr, Colbourne, of Stur-
minater,

Cures and Clairvoyance, by Mr. Chese, of Shaftesbury : and some others.

* ¥ It iy earmestly requested that all communications be sent four weeks
befure the dey of publication,
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