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1. Cure of Ovarian Dropey, accompanied by most severe vomil-
ing and pain and olher sufferings, with Mesmerism and
Galvaniem, by Dr. Motherwell, Melbourne, Australin :
tagether with remarkable Clairvoyance on the part of the
patient as to both the nalure of the disease and the method
of curing ii. Drawn up by Dr. Motherwell and the
patient, and communicated by Dr. Elliotson. With a
uote on Professor Brande’s conduct by Dr. Elliotson.

' Mesmerizr, as it is called, haz occasionally taken root, and at one time,
but for so accident which we shail presently notice, threalened o thrive znd
prosper.”’—* Muany of our readers have probably witnessod the sitly and dis-
graceful pxAibitions in this line of prectice which some years ago were displayed
in London, and are therefore aware of the meana by whick the magnetized are
brought nnder the *influence.” 1t in alwaya necessary that the magnetizer himself
shonid be charged with the fluid, and Ehat the magnetizeea should be susceptible
of ite inflaence, which, be it observed, all persons are not: mor can all persons
be waguetizers ; some want power and others faith; in short, there must be
a due thare qf folly or gf imposture, or botk, on the one hand, end of credulily,
cunining, or mordid irritability, on the other: and then all gous right. The
magnetizer, with his wand of office, performs sertein aniics before the patient,
&Mt A few yeers ago some lamenladle altempls were mnde to revive it in
London ; not by quacks end impostors, bot by regular practitioners, znd even
by persons who enjoyed no inconeilersble share of public reepect and favour,
They reaped the bitter fruilr gf thcir CugDYLITY AND POLLY 1 bui the MAWIA
HAS SPREAD INTO THE PROVINCES, WHERE IT 8TILL RAGES WITH UNABATED
vuev."—d Dictionary ¢f Science, Literature, and Arl, &e. FEdited by W. T,
Baaxor, F.R.5., L. and E. of Her Majesty’s Mint, Honorary Professor of Che-
mintry in the Roya! Tnatitution of Great Britnin, Professor of Chemistry and
Materia Medica to the Apothacary's Compeny: assisted by others, Second
Edition, 1852,

To Dr. Elliotson.,
Collina Street, Melbourne, June 12, 1852.
My dear Sir,—I beg leave to send the accompanying

statement by Miss Smith of her disease, long-continued ili-
YOL. X, BE
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ness, and other snfferinga; and its treatment aud cure by
mesmeriam and galvanism pointed out to me while ehe waa
in the mesmeric sleep. If you think it worthy of a place in
the “ truth-telling” Zoist, I shall feel obliged by your forward-
ing it to the editor. It is perhaps too long for insertion, but
1 thooght it better to give you a full detail, and then leave
it to your judgment to omit any part that you did not think
of sufficient importance to be published. I can only say
that, upon my homour as a gentleman and a member of our
noble profession, i is lrue in every parlicular that I have
writfen, without the least colouring or exaggeration.
Belisve me, yours very truly,
J. R. MorgeRwELL.

Nurrative by Miss Smith.

“ To the Editor of The Zvist,
“ Melbourne, May, 1852.

“ Far be it from me to pretend to assert what mesmerism
18 : but on its beneficial effects I will not be silont, consider-
ing that a public acknowledgment of relief is a duty incum-
bent upon me. Why should I shrink from complying with
s request, when 1 have reason to believe and hope that the
result 18 calculated to benefit my fellow-creatures, and do
justice snd credit to the reputation of one, so desirous of
doing good as he who has been the main instrument (through
the merciful interposition of Providence) of performing so
wonderfal a cure? In short, I feel it but a slight remunera-
tion T can make to be regardless of, and willing to bear with,
the censures of those who can be faithless to the merits of
mesmerism ; and by an appeal to conscience, 1 know that my
motive is wholly founded on gratitude and Eslhilanthrcpy.

“1 have truly hitherto led a suffering life, aa those with
whom I have been closely counected could affirm. I was
placed by my guardian, being deprived of parents when three
days old, at the age of five and a half years, at school. Up
to that period (of course I assert only what I have been told)
I was a very weakly child, always ailing and full of misfor-
tunes, having repeated inflammations in the eyes; and at the
age of four I had a severe fall, when I broke my left leg and
put out the right wrist. From my weak siate of health I
required the greatest care. Two winters successively 1 had
an attack of inflarmation of the lungs; and, as I advanced
in the various branches of scholastic engagements, I waa
induced to great perseverance by an assurance that in a few
years 1 should be entirely dependent on my own exertions.
In this attempt at superior attainments 1 was frequently dis-
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appointed. For, owing to s weakness in the left side, 1 was
permitted by the surgeon (a Mr. Lomas, brother to our
governess) to devote only half the time alloited to our various
undertakings. At the age of eleven I first suffered the con-
stitutional change, which kept on without intermission for
fifteen days, and for the two following years I had not a
return, All who saw me during that interval firmly believed
I wes in & decline, as every sign of it wes evident.

* 1 was then thirteen, when I had the misfortune to lose
my only female friend, the wife of my guardian. Circum-
stanced thus, I was removed from scheool, and 1 took the
charge of nine small children as instructress in a very com-
fortable family. I waa there upwards of twelve months, con-
stantly an invalid, suffering much with pain in my side and
retention of urine, which, it is proper for me to remark, 1
was troubled with at the time the constitutional change first
appeared, as well as on variouz cccasioms afterwards. I was
at this time under the care of Mr, Wright, of Bridgford,
whe recommended me to leave my situation and try another
air. 1 complied with great reluctance, and for a short time
was with a friend at Mansfield, Notts, where I was attended
by a Mr. Hurt. Retention of urive still troubled me, and
he discovered great swelling of the abdomen, and had s slight
idea that I was dropsical. At this time my legs swelled much,
sud at last broke out in pimples resembling small blisters,
which countinually discharged, but could not be healed by
any ointment that could be applied. I then tried simple
means. I bandaged the legs from the toe to the knee with
eold water cloths kept constantly upou them, snd also kept
the bandages wet, drinking at the ssme time elm.bark tea
and milk and lime water mixed.

“I then took another situation, which I occupied four
years and three quarters. The disease in this time had made
such rapid progress that I could not coutinue my undertak-
ing: and, as T had been so long under one surgeon without
any relief, dissatisfaction was felt by my employers, for I was
still under Mr. Bently Wright, of Bradgford, as the village
in which I resided was only two miles from my previons
sitnation.

“Mr. Wright then gsve me a note to Dr. Williams of
Nottingham, who preseribed for me during some weeks while
I remained in Nottingham with a friend. I became ulti-
mately too ill to attend for advice from the Doctor, and he,
considering it a surgical case, gave me & recommendation to
the hospital : and, thongh I was not under his immediate
care, he seldom visited the hospital without seeing me.

BB2
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“T was placed first under Dr. Storer and Mr. Attenborow,
who tried various remedies with me, applying mercurial plas-
ters on the tumeor, iodine, and blisters, and an issne in the
arm for six months. This was then dried up and exchanged
for & seton. I ought to remark that my oyes were at this
time much affected as well ax my spine being very weak, for
which T believe the application of iodine was of service ; T also
suffered much pain in the back of the head.

“*The catamenia were now beginning to lessen exceed-
ingly: and, the pain incremsing much, I took very powerfal
draughta at each paroxysm for relief, I was now troubled
with incessant vomiting, particularly after taking any nour-
ishment. Every means was tried to stop it, but to no pur-
pose: and, other opinions being called in, T was next placed
under Mr. Wright and Dr. Hutchinson, who {aa I became
unsble to swallow food) fed me with a tube and a syringe
down my throat; sometimes exchanging it for a small glass
funnel put to the wostrils, and the milk poured down by a
teaspoonful. At one time this was continued night and day
every second or third hour, the vomiting still troubling me
occasionally, 1 was then all éut given up, and my friends
visited me, as was believed, for the last time. T was then
fed by injections of beef tea and milk: and nothing given
down the throat whatever, For five weeks I had nothing in
my mouth bnt a moist sponge, or a piece of linen rag dipped
in vinegar,

“At the end of this time (viz., five weeks) I was able to
retain my food, and take 10 oz. of wine with § b, of biscunits
each day. The tumor during this time remained about the
same size. I was in the hospital tweive months all but &
week. When I left it I was under several doctors, being o
member of the dispensary at Grantham. Here there was
much dispute as to what my disease was, A letter was sent
to Dr. Williams, requesting his opinion of its nature while I
was in the Nottingham Hospital. 1 now hold the reply,
which states that I had exfensive ovarian disease, irrilation of
the bladder, and discased eyes.

¢ After various consultations and unpleasant examinations,
it was unanimously agreed that it was an ovarian tumor, and
that nothing, saving sn operation, would restore me to health.
Still none agreed that it was of a proper size to justify an
operation at that time. But the pains incressed, and so
great were my sufferings that without the application of black
drop and chloroform I could not have existed. Drs. Brown,
Sylveston, and Mather ; surgeons, Messrs. Jeans, 8hipman,
Robbs, and Eaton, saw me repeatedly ; but I was more par.
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ticularly under Mr. Jeans and Mr, Shipman. T alse had the
opinion of Mr. Cade, of Breaston, who coincided in opinion
with the above medical gentlemen.

“Jt was now May, 1851, and they agreed that, for the
establishment of my general health, a voyage would be
serviceable, for T waa quite unable to earn my own livelihood.
This idee greatly prompted wy friends to decide on emigra-
tion ; in order that if my health could be established 1 might
be enabled to bear the intended operation. The catamenia
ondy just appesred ; but regularly. 1 suffered exceedingly all
the voyage, with vomiting, retention of urine, cramps in the
legs, and violent spasmodic affections at the chest.

“On my arrival in the colony, 1 was placed under the
care of Dr. Sullivan in the Colonial Hospital, the case
having been refused on application at the Town Hospital on
shewing the note before spoken of from Dr. Williawms, which
states that I left the hospital at home quite uncured. 1 was
under Dr. Sullivan from October 4th, when I landed, up to
November 5th, when I was at length admitted into the other
hospital, and placed under Mr. Thomas, who strongly advised
an operation. I was examined in the presence of Dr. Wilmot
and my own surgeon. Dr. Wilmot recommended galvanism,
having, s he said, zeen beneficial results at home in the
complaint under which I laboured. I had violent attacke of
spasma all the time I remained in the hospital, which was ten
weeks. T left as an out-patient, still under Mr. Thomas, but
found that the disease gained ground so rapidly that I was
not able to maintain myself,

“It only now remains for me to allow my conduct and
deportment to be the criterion by which I testify the heart-
felt gratitnde I owe to my kind, kind friends who have so
interested themselves in my welfare as to place me in the
hands of coe to whom I ean never tell how much I owe him,
since hie disinteresied kindness, care, and exceedingly skilful
treatment (as I gain strength) have so far relieved me of a

ainful disease, as to allow me to do my daty in that state of
ife into which it shall please God to call me. In expressing
gratitude to the creature, think not that I am unmindful of
the debt of thankfulness I owe to the Creator: for He has
not only blessed the means used for my recovery, but has in
& wonderful manner verified his promise made to the father-
less one in Pealm xxvii.,, and raised up a succession of kind
friends whose nnwearied support and comfort I trust I shall
never forget, .

“1 now leave the remainder of the surgical treatment to
my doctor: and rest assured that you will hear nothing but
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Jacts : for the permanent relief I have received is too evident
to allow of unbelief.
“Eriganere N. Smrre.”

Nurrative by Dr. Motherwell,

I wes called upou by the Hev. Mr. Strong, Mra. Strong,
and Mrs. Simpeon, and requested to visit this poor sufferer,
who 1 was informed had been discharged as incurable from
the hospital, ‘and was then dependént oo the care and charity
of those kind friends. The surgeon under whose care she
was at the hospital had promised to visit her occasionally as
an out-patient ; but he was very busy and told one of her
friends who called upon him, “that her case was hopeless,”
and he had not called to see her. In these circumstances
I waa asked to visit her, since she was then suffering fearful
pain, and urgently imploring for something to give her rest
or sleep.

As she has stated, she had been for many years afflicted
with an enormouns swelling of the abdomen, supposed to be
connected with the left ovary, and caunsing intense pain by
its pressure on the surrounding. partz. Severe spasmodic
contractions of the lower extremities, especially the left leg;
irritability of the stomach, frequent vomiting; generally con.
stipation, but sometimes a fit of diarchea; strangury and
irritability of the bladder, but sometimes retention of urine;
sleepless nights ; uoceasing pain and excessive debility ; all
indicated the shattered state of her constitution, and ren-
dered her life wretched.

‘When I saw her ehe had taken sixty drops of laudanum,
which had been rejected by the stomach. I administered
chloroform, which rendered her insensible to pain while its
sction was kept up, but no longer.

I then gave her half a drachm of the liquor opii sedativus
every hour for four hours. It stupified ber while she re.
moained under its influence. Next morning, the pain being
as bad as ever, I gave her a grain of morphine every hour
for four hours. This too stupified her: but, as moon as its
narcotic effects had passed off, the pain returned. And now
the stomach had become so irritable that nothing sold or
fluid was retained. Parched with thirsi, she was afreid to
drink on acconnt of the paiu and distress of vomiting. I
then tried that evening for half an hour to mesmerise her,
but without producing any effect. 1 ordered her to take
effervescing dranghts during the night. On the following
evening I tried again for half an hour to mesmerise her, but
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no effect was produoed =t the time. As she was complaining
of pain in the lower part of the abdomen, 1 ordered her to
have a hip-bath,

Next morning she told me that she had slept a little
during the night, and was surprised to see some slight stains
on her clothes like the catamenial iwid. She remarked that
it was strange that the hip-bath could have produced such an
appearance, as she had oftentimos used it every night for
several weeke without any such effect. She was not disposed
to give mesmerism any credit for this change. She had
heard of mesmerism and had been measmerised once or twice
in England : but a sanctimonions friend of hers, of the Hugh
MNeile school, had told her it was highly improper, and she
was dissuaded from a further use of this “ Satanic agency,”
Again, on shipboard, while coming to this colony, a female
friend of hers had upon two oceasions soothed her very much
by mesmerism, and I believe induced sleep. But the learned
doctor on board, and some of the most self-sufficient of her
fellow-passengers, had denounced it as Aumbug, and any per.
sistence in it was discouraged.* 1 only beard of these par-
ticulars safter I had mesmerised her several times, as, up to
this period, she did not put any faith in it. Neither did the
friends who came to ask me to see her, their expectation
being that I would try what medicive would do for her; and,
when it failed, they did not make any objection to my trying
to mesmerise her, but never expressed a wish for me to give
it & trial,

Well, en avant, slight as these stains were, they inspired
me with hope,—they helped to rouse my energies. T tried
to meamerise her for half an hour on the third evening, with-
out producing any effect at the time : but, strange to say, oh
ye sceptics | she alept better that night after I left her; and
the stains on the night-dress were much larger, and of s very
dark, almost black, colour. I tried to mesmerise her the
fourth evening, and in about twenty minutes she appeared to
be getting very drowsy: the eyes closed, and she soon passed
into the meameric sleep. Afler some time had elapsed, 1
spoke to her, and she answered me. I asked, Was she com.
fortable? and she said, * Oh yes; I am so happy! free from
pain: ’tis long since I have had such quiet.”

The voice was changed ; it had not the querulous, whin.
ing tone which long-continued sickness gives to even the

* A gentieman in Cheltenham was lately snxious to find & mesmeriser, for
eafabilished teans rendored him no relief. But he wrote to a friend that mes.
merism had beou driven out by the divines, who called it devilish, and by the
doctors, who called it humbug,~— Zoisf.
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most resigned and patient. The countenance was calm and
sercne; the rigid lines which pain and suffering had im-
printed upon it had relaxed and disappeared. On this and
weany other occasious in her mesmeric sleep she has poured
forth with fervent zeal her most humble prayers and thanks
to an almighty and mercifol God for all his blessings and
mercies bestowed upon her.

Ah!| Hugh M-Neile, if you had buat heard her! Satan
could not so have prompted her !

I allowed her to sleep for some time, and then, again
addressing her, 1 told her, “That persons in the mesmeric
sleep were oftentimes ahle to see what was the nature of their
disesse, and to point out the means of cure; and that I
wished her to fry and see if she conld do s0.” After the
lapse of a few minutes spent apparently in deep abstraction,
she began to smile ; she laughed, she grasped my hand, and
said joyoumsly, “ Oh, dactor, 1 see that you can cure me. I
can scarce believe it, but yet I see it. Oh! it appears to be
too good news to be true: to think that I shall get rid of this
tumor which has been oppressing me for so many years:
what will the doctors say #’ 1 -told her to tell me what was
to be done, and that I would do it. She said, * Yes, you
muat galvanize me and I shali soon be well: I shall be well
in 8 month’s time” I asked her, *“ Would not mesmerism
do?” and she said, ‘““No; you will have to use galvanism as
well as the mesmerism. You should mesmerize me every
day until T get something stronger, and then you should
galvanize me over the tumor.”

I mesmerised her every day for an bour or so. The
stomach began to retain its food, and henceforth she herself
directed while in her mesmeric sleep the treatment that I was
to pursue. Bhe desired me to ‘“give her enemas of warm
water every day, but no medicine, as she said it would only
sicken her.” The bowels soon begau to act regularly of their
own accord, and the enemas were discontinued.

After I had mesmerized her eight or nine times, she told
me one evening that T might begin to use gelvanism, and
directed me how to apply it :—one handle of the galvanic
machine to be placed at the back of the meck, and the other
to be rubbed over the abdomen, which was larger than if she
had been pregnant nine months, Upon percussion it did not
sound very dull at any point as if there was a solid growth,
but was rather tympanitic over the stomach and colon, Flue-
tuation could be observed, but not so distinctly as in ascites,
and there was an clastic feel upon making pressure on the
dislended abdomen.
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I began to galvanize her each day, and continued it for
twenty minutes—the time specified by ber. I may mention
that everything directed by her was told to me while she was
in the mesmeric sleep. I repeated the gelvanism the pext
day, and continned it for five days, mesmerising her every
evening.

One evening she said, * Ah, doctor, don’t you see the
- good that galvanism has done? See how it has loosened the
tnmor.” 1 told her that ¥ could not see tt; and she scemed
surprised that I corld not, as she said she saw it quite plainly,
She told me that this tumor was caused by a large collection
of water, contatued in bags, and that it had originated in a
bruise which she had received in the loins when sleven years
of age, but which she did not think much of at the time.
‘While she wes in the hospital hers, one of the surgeons
wanted her to submit to an operation, telling her it was the
only chance of saving her life: but she would not consent,
and oftentimes in the mesmeric sleep she recurs to that pro-
posed opgration, saying, < Ab, doctor, if I had submitted to
that operation it would have killed me; I see it plaiuly
enongh.”

After I had gelvanized her for the fifth time, she sad
when mesmerised in the evening, * Ah, doctor, I ape 1 must
submit and suffer, but oh what agony and pain I must cn-
dure!’ 1 asked her what she meant. She roplied, “ Oh
to-morrow will be a eritical day for me.”’ I said, *“ How 8ot
and she replied, At the time you are galvanieing me the
tumor will burst, and I ehall aaffer great pain.” 1 asked
her, “Where will it burst ?’ and she said, “ Into the bowels.”
I suppose she must have been cognizant by some means that
1 was incredulous, az indeed I was; for she added, “You
will see to-morrow, doctor, that I am right: you don’t helieve
me now, but yon will see to-morrow™ 1 asked her, ** Was
there any danger ?’ and she replied, speaking in a far more
calm and tranguil mood than I was in, * Oh yes, it may kill
me: if it bursts upwards it will kill me.” * How so?” said
1. “I shall be suffocated in a few minutes,” said she, * Can
I do anythiog to prevent this danger ¥ (“ Yes,” said she:
“you onght to put a bandage very tight round my waist now
to keep the tumor pressed down, and do not take it off until
the tumor has buret.” 1 put s broad bandage on, and, when
she awoke, she wondered very much at being swathed up in
such s manoer,

I did not tell her what she had told me, but merely de-
gired her not to stir the bandage until I removed it. 1 left
her that night, but, feeling alarmed at the possibility of such
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impending danger to her, I was anxious to have with me, when
I galvanized her on the morrow, some persons of known re-
spectability and standing in society, and therefore requested
Mrs. Simpson, Dr, and Mrs. Howitt, to be present at ome
o’cdock the next day when 1 would galvanize her. On the
next day, after I hufbeen galvanizing for about ten minutes,
she screamed loudly, writhed about in pain; something ap-
peared to have given way in the abdomen, and & gush of
water poured from the rectum. Again she screamed, and
writhed about ; another gush of water issued from the bowels,
and another, and another, and auother, until the bed and
matiress were saturated with fluid and it streamed on the
floor.

We had no means of messuring the quantity, but she
told me when mesmerised that evening that eight pints of
water had come sway; and, judging from what we saw, there
must bave been that quantity at the least, Of course the
size of the abdomen was decremsed. She told me that even-
ing that she should saffer from debility, and constant dizrrheea,
during the next day, but that I could da nothing for her ex.
cept to give her a little brandy and water when she was faint,
and in the evening to give her an enemsa of water with some
turpentine in it, which would quiet the bowels. 1 wouid
gladly have left her for the night in the mesmeric sleep on
this as well as on many other cccasicns, but, as I could not
depend upon the people in whose house she was lodging that
they would not snnoy or play some tricks on her when in the
mesmeric sleep, 1 was obliged always to waken her up before
I left her for the night.

I told her my reasons for always waking her up, and she
said T was gouite right, as she saw that they would teaze her
with questions if she was left in the mesmeric sleep: but,
said she, you can put me to sleep with chloroform just before

ou leave, and that will do me great good. * Sieep, doctor,
15 better to me than food for a few days.”

Next day I found the abdomen more awolien and tympa-
pitic than I had left it on the previous evening, sud in her
menmeric state she told me that this was owing partly to
debility, but partly to » portion of the tumor which had not
burst: and added that T must galvanire her again on the fol-
lowing day. I did so, and similar occurrences took place as
upon two days previously, bat in & minor degres. There was
a scream of paiu, a sensstion of something bursting in the
abdomen, and more gushes of water from the rectum. Abont
a fortnight had now elapsed since I first mesmerised her: I
did not galvanize her again, but continued to mesmerise ber
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every ovening. To my enquiries, if she would be well in the
month’s time she had predicted, she replied, * Yes; but there
is an sbsacess forming in the womb, and until that breaks I
shall not be well. 1 ahall suffer a good deal from the pain
and irritation of that abacess, and it will cause retention of
uring frequnently before it breaks. You must have fomenta-
tione of hot water frequently applied over the lower part of
the abdomen, and when the unrine is retained you must
remove it with the catheter, or by putting me into the mes-
meric sleep, during which it will then pass off of its own
accord.”

1 removed the urine with the catheter on several ocea-
sions as she directed, and twice I put her into the mes.
meric aleep when she was suffering from the retention, for
the sole purpose of sceing if the bladder wonld empty itself
without instrumental aid : and each time it did so. She told
me four days previously that the shscess would burst on the
following Thuraday evening, and that the catamenia would
appear regularly afterwards. On Thursday evening the ab-
scess broke when she was mesmerised : a guantity of purulent
matter eamne from the vagina, and she told me on the follow.
ing morning that she was unweli—poorly : the catamenia had
appeared. A month had now elapsed since I firet mesmerised
her, but as she was very weak I continued to mesmerise her
Eqreﬁ:ome time longer, though not regularly every evening as

re.

One evening she said, “ Doctor, I sce a number of worms
in the bowels, and they keep me weak and delicate; they
keep the bowels in a state of irritation, and I cannot get
strength while they are there. You ought to give me thirty
drops of turpentine three times to-morrow, and you will see
these worms come away dead on the day after’” I told her
nothing about the worms when she was awake, but sent her
the turpentine with directions how to take it. Bhe took it,
and told me that evening when mesmerised that the worms
were dead, and that they would come away next day. Next
day a mass of dead worms ceme away from the bowela.

Some days afterwards she was attacked with severe vomit.
ing which continued for several days. She said that every
thing which came from the stomach was so acid that it set
her “teeth on edge” When she was mesmerised I axked
her the cause of such acid vomiting, and she replied, “Oh,
doctor, I got so muchk vitriolic ehxir to drink in water on
account of my thirst from Dr. in England, that my
stomach has been injured by it, and I think that this is an
effort towards its recovery.”




344 Mesmerism in Ausiralia.

Bix weeks had now elapsed, and the abdomen began again
to awell. T asked her when in the mesmeric sleep what was
the cause of its now swelling as she told me she would be
cured in a month; and she replied, “ Why, doctor, I wes
cured of the tumor within the month, but there was a small
little bag of water whick did not burst when the others did :
it was 50 small then that I did not perceive it, and it would
not have been of any consequence if I had been stronger ;
but I have been kept so weak and delicate, with that absceas
in the womb, with these worma, and that severe vomiting,
that this bag has commenced to fill again with water; but, if
you galvanize me once any time beforo I am again poorly
and mesmerise me afterwards in the evening, this bag will
burst, and I shall not be troubled with them any more be-
cause I shall then be stronger.”

I did as she directed, galvanized her once, and, when she
was mesmerised that evening, this bag of water barst, and its
contents were discharged by the rectum as before, cxcept that
at the former t{ime it burst while she was being galvanized,
and now it burst while she was mesmerised, after the galvan
ism had been applied, and withont the pain as on the two
former occasions,

Suffice it to any that she is now well, walking about, and
recovering her strength daily. About three months have
elapsed since I first saw her. I send » statement of her case
previous to the time that § saw her, written by herself, which,
if yon choose, may be prefixed to this statemeunt.

Oh, ye lecturers and practitioners, and all the host of
hireling and mendacious scribblers, who strive to pervert the
truth and calumniate those who lsbour in its support! how
you would have blushed with shame, if such a feeling existed
1n your callous hearts, on beholding this poor sufferer verify-
ing in her own person the great truths and facts of mesmerism
—its great curative powers—its wonderful prevision, znd then
reflecting how, in besotted ignorance and self-sufficiency, you
were misspending your time in decryimg what iz good and
beneficial to your fellow-creatures, actoated thereto by the
base motive of pandering to the prejudices and preconceived
opinions of a mass of would-be-great men, too indolent to
examine for themselves, and too proud to learn from othera:
or, what is worse and less pardonable in you, by the baser
motive of venting your malignant spleen and coarse invective
upon those so immeasurably your superiors in intellect and
philanthropy,

J. R. MoTAERWELL.
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NOTE BY DR, ELLIOTESON TO THE MOTTO OF THIS ARTICLE.

It is melancholy to sce a man of Mr, Brande’s years and
standing as & lecturer and compiler,—for he is a very slow
man, destitute of all pretension to ofiginality or genins,—
make such aa exhibition of want of information, of bigotted
and supercilious prejndice, and cool valgarity. In 1842,
when he edited the former edition of his baok, he favoured
the world with the very same sentence as in this second edi-
tion of 1852, except that then he wrote not some years ago
were displayed, but which have lately been folerated—not
a fewo years ago, but within the last five yeara—not were made,
bat kave been made—not they reaped, but have unfortunalely
reaped—uot buf the mania hay spread into the provinces, where
it still rages with unabatled fury, but and the manic has again
subsided, and will now probadly remain dormant ¥

Poor gentleman! to think that he assured hia friends at
the Royal Inatitntion and the public in general that the
manis bad sabsided and would probably remain dormant,
and is now obliged to confess that it atill rages in the pro-
vinces with nnabated fary! and he might add, and rages in
our East Indian colenies most furiously, and among our very
sntipodes, as the present article shows, and, what is really
borrible, that, thongh it has spread so widely, it has not, like
that other pestilent plapue—the cholern, left the places which
it first infested, but rages far more forigusly than ever in
London, where a well-supported Mesmeric Infirmary has been
flourishing for four years and a Mesmeric Quarterly Journal
has wow completed its tenth year of giant vigour,

When Mr. Brande first inveighed againat mesmertsm sz a
pretended influence, and against its demonetrations as silly and
disgusting exhibitions, requiring a due share of jolly or of im-
posture or both on the one hand, and of credulify, cunning,
or morbid drritability on the other, and = wend of office and
certuin antics on the part of the mesmeriser, and productive
of the biiter fruits, clearly to myself, of my credulity and folly,
—wounderful phenomena and satisfactory cures were recorded
in the Lancet by Mr. Wakley from his reporter and deputy-
coroner, Mr. Mills, hefore he thought it more caleulated to hia
interest to write against the great truth,—by Professor Herbert
Mayo in the London Medical Gazetle,—by Dr. Lardner in
Sir Edward Bulwer Lytton’s Monthly Chronicle,—by Cham-
bers in his Edinburgh Journel,—by myself in my Fareweil
Letier o the Studenis of University Callege, &c., &e. But Mr.

* 1 used the original sentences for a mntto to Article 15, No. XX,
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Wakley had turned round and written what he must bi
repent having written, and Mr. Brande imitated him servilely
in every particular. During the ten years which have zince
elapsed, all the stupendous facts, phenomena, and cures of
The Zoist have been given to the public—all Dr, Esdaile’™s
gigantic surgical operations have been performed, together
with very numerous other surgical operations in so many
places : and yet My, Brande has the foolbardiness to ignore
them all, ke the man who is ssid by the poet to have shut
kis eyes and cried out, The sun! you talk of the sun! why
where is it? I cannot see it. There is no sun : and if there
were one and I saw it, I would not believe it.

How must the Reverend secretary of the Royal Institu-
tion, Mr, Barlow, laugh iv his sleeve, for he ia a full and
open believer in meswerism, and has not only seen the phe-
nomena repeatedly at my house, but been allowed by me
repeatedly to bring his friends also to see them. How must
Mr. Mansfield, the lecturer upon metals at the Royal Insti-
tution, langb, for he is not caly a firm believer in mesmeriam,
but is most anxious for the world to be satisfied that he by
induction discovered that the individual phrenologieal organs
of the brain can be excited mesmerically,* and pronounces
The Zoist to be 8 glorious periodical.¥

The notable professional opinions given publicly by Mr.
Brande upon certain matters with which he ought to be
conversant, particularly upon a certain stove, cannol, heis
aware, be forgotten,} and ought to make him careful how he
gives equally unsonnd, very ridiculous, and, what is more,
very offensive, opinions upon a subject of which he is per-
fectly ignorant.

The offensiveness of Mr. Brande’s language might lead
my readers to suppose that we had ouce quarrelled. So far
from it, I had never come across him in my life when he
published the tirade in his first edition: aud, after this, I
actually attended a course of his lectures on chemistry by
virtue of four guineas; chatted and shook hands with him
several times at the Inatitution, and met him at dinner in the

* See No. XXXVIIL., p. 226. t Neo. IV, p. 470.

1 Nor will Mr. Brande's tudicrons destruction of a poor guines pig at his
lecture upon chloreform be forgotten. Like afl antimesmerista be iz equelly
ardent for ehloroform snd hostile to mesmerimm ; and promised to exhibit to a
Friday evening aspembly how beautifully end easily he would atupify = guines
Pig. make it beer mechanical viclence unconsciously, snd then shew it restored
fo health and eensibility. Bat the little fellow never came out of ite stupefaction,
aod was borne away lifeless. Mr. Brande forgets that the world knows of all Dr.
Ewdaile’s gigantio painless and saccessful operations in India under mesmertsm,
which never killed any bedy.
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most friendly way, never mentioning the subject or shewing
by m{ manner that I thought of his attack. Yet while I
have been preserving this amicable bearing he has republished
every virulent expression.

This is a bad example for the rising generation who attend
the Royul Institution. But I have mot found a greater pro-
portion of unworldly, high-minded, truth-loving, of truly
rational and good men, smong men of seience, than among
any division of the humble clamses. Selfishness, vanit{, anb-
serviency, and valgarity meet us in every scientific and Lterary
society, and cliques and parties for unworthy purposes prevail
in the very highest of them,

To those who cannot understand honest indignation against
ovil doers, T offer the following quotation from the Chevalier
Bunsen, the Prusman Minister, in his Hippolytus and his dge,
just published :—

“As to my own taste, since nothing human is perfect, I prefer
goed, strong indignation infiwitely to an impotent indifference, and
to mawkish bypocrisy. The man who will not attack a falsehood
will not defend trutb; and he who dares not call a knave a knave
(whether he be his bishop, or brotber bishop, or not) will not treat
tyranny as tyranny, when the cause of Christian truth is stiacked
lg force. Yet it was for doing this that the Martyrs died, from

ippolytus to Ridley., Nor do I sce bow any man can speak too
strongly, wheo he is defending ¢ruth against wickedness, This was
not the vein of the Middle ages, Thomas Aquinas was not deemed
less wise or less holy by Dante and others of his worshippers, for
having intimated clearly enough what he thought of tyrants like
Charles of Anjou.”
JogN Evrvrioreon,

I1. An instonce of the great power of Mesmerism over Inflam-
mation, and of either clairvoyant personal prediction of
disease or of the evtraordinary force of imagination. By
Dr. ErL1oT80N.

** Ay the alchemists of old, who in their crude and visinnary repearch for the
philosopher’s stone, institwted experiments which drew attention to the wonders
of chomistry, and lsid the foundstion of experimentsal philosophy, in like manner
the mesmeriats and animal magnetizers of our times, while proctiring on {he cre.
dulily of their patients or sudience, may elicit vital phenomena, which, investi-
gated by men of stiperior minds and honerf intentions, mny shed important light
on some of the most mysterions laws of witality sud orgenization. At present
we can only exclsim with the grest French philozopher, La Plece, ! Ce que nous
connpiesons est pen de chose: ce que nous ignorons est immense.’ "—G. AL
ManTei, LL.I)., F.R.8,: Address delivered to the Members of the Weatern
Medical and Burgica} Society of London by him as President, Oct. 15,* 1B52.
See Medical Tirmes, Oct. 30, 1852,

* After Dr. Mantell had attered this abeardity and nnprovoked imsult, he
died on the 1Oth of November.—Jonx ErvioTson.
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On Thursday the Yith of August, 1847,: Dr, Ashburner,
being ill and shout to leave town for Bath, requested me to-
pmeameriee his eook, who was in good health but had for some
time predicted in her mesmeric sleep.waking that she should .
have au inflasomatory attack on. the 16th, similar to others
which ahe had experienced. In her ordinary state she had
no forelcnowledge of her illness, -

Her name weaa Sarah Ann Noyes: and her age thirty-
five. .

I mesmerised her into sleep-waking on Safusday the
13th: and she then told me that for fonr years she had been *
subject to attacks of illness :—had frequently suffered severely -
from pain in the left side and back, with a fecling of their
being enlarged, and as if her clothes were too small for her
at the back: that dering the last two years she had fre-
quently experienced & severe inflammatory eraption with in-
flammation of the eyes, which wonid become very-red, and
discharge a thin hot fleid in profusion : that Dr. Marshall
Hall saw her, and asserted that all the symptoms arcee from:
her stomach, and ordered salts snd rhubarb, which she could
not continue on account of the violence of their aetion: that
after a time she entered into Dr. Ashburnel’s service in
September, 1846, and, on her having another such attack-—
the fourth, that he advised mesmerism, but she would not
consent : that Dr. Ashburner therefore sent her to Mr. Corfo,*
the apothecary of the Middlesex Hospital, who put a plaster
upon hér right side, gave ber medicine for some weeks, and
some external application which produced very severe irrita-
tion-t that Mr, Corfe wished her to go into the hoapital, and
she consented and was placed under Dr. Ashburner and Mr.
Arnott: that the Irritation cansed by Mr. Corfe’s external
remedies veased, but the inflammation of the eyes was ex-
treme ¢ that she was cupped five times, had nine blisters behind
her ears, wns bled in tAe arm once, had eight and twenly
leeches around her lef! eye, and her mouth kept in o state of
soreness from mercury for thirieen weeks ++ that while in the
hoapital she had many attacks of cramp in the stomach, and
nfter each the eyes were worse the next night: that, notwith-
standing this severe discipline, her eyes remained bad, and she
resolved to leave the hospital : that she went into the country
and improved, but her eyes becawe inflamed in five minutes
whenever she worked or read: that after she returned to

* See his awfol violence against mesmerism and kis absurd Satenic views in
Nos. XXIII. pp. 233-4; XXIV. pp. 405, 411.12.

+ Dr. Ashburver isforms wme that Mr. Amnott also applizd belladonna around
the eye and gave large quantities of colchicum.
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Dr. Ashburner’s her eyes became as bad as ever: that they
were bandaged, and she took medicine for three weeks to no
purpose, and st length was glad to be mesmerised: that
Dr. Ashburver kindly mesmerised her on the 7th of June,
and she fell asleep n ten minutes aud slept for two hours,
and in a week was able to hem a fine cambric handkerchief
without the least il effect : that the eyea were not specially
mesmerised, but they always felt better as soon as she awoke:
that she was mesmerised daily and was allowed to sleep for
two hours on the average up to the 7th of Septemher, when
I saw her: that she now seldom had any cramp of her ato-
mach, and had never from the first been so long free from it:
that her side and back were well, and her eyes were well:
that the reason why she had 30 long refused to be mesmerised
was that s practitioner, named Cornelius, in Goswell Street,
spoke continually to her against mesmerism, calling it s
low thing and one that could not cure any body : that Sir
Benjamin Brodie and Dr. Marshall Hall were in the habit of
visiting & Mr. Garrett, with whom she lived, and were always
speaking to the family against mesmeriam, and sancceeded in
turning them strongly agsinst it, setting it forth as abomin-
abile, till the family had positively a horror of it : and that when,
after her recovery, she shewed herself at the Middiesex Hos.
pital, the nasistant-apothecary, a Mr. James, only laughed at
her, and asked if she did not feel as if she should not go to
henven. -

Bhe predicted to me with great sorrow, as she had already
so often foretold to Dr. Ashburner, that she should have an
attack of violent inflammation of the eyes, face, neck, &ec., and
upor the next Tuesday—the 16th of the month. She was
perfectly well, and, both befors I sent her into sleep-waking
and after she awoke again, she was perfectly unaware of
what was to happen and was very cheerful. I mesmerised
her that and every subsequent day late in the afternoon, and
found and left her well on the Saturday, Sunday, and Monday.
But, at my visit on the Tuesday she was in great tribulation,
spying that she had one of her old attacks of inflammation of
the face and eyes and was very ill. This was the fact. I
mesmerised her into sleep-waking, and left her to wake out
of it spontaneonsly. Oa the following day matters were much
worse: her eyes were guite closed; and on my raising an
upper eyelid the redness proved to be intense. Spots and
patches of inflammation appeared over her arma and body, as
I foornd was the case in her former attacks, Her suffering
waa great while not in the sleep-waking. By throwing her

VOL. X. cc
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into this state daily, and doing nothing more, the viclence
began to abate in a few days, and she was soon restored to
health by mesmerism ouly.

This was a great improvement upoun blood-letting, blister-
ing, and mercnrialising—her aubjection to which, howerver,
was her own, I must not say fault, but misfortune: for the
ignorant displays of hostility to mesmerism made by three
medical men had influenced her to her own injury; and on
their shoulders rests all the blame of her great suffering from
both disease and remedies.

As so0n as she waa well, I allowed her to come daily to
my house to be meamerised: and she continued for a great
length of time, remaining quite well up to the latest period of
my hearing of her, after she had for some reason or other left
Dr. Ashburner’s service. Moesmerism should always be con-
tinued for some time after patients have recovered.

Her gratitude was such that the poor woman gave &
sovereign to the Mesmeric Infirmary, and allowed her name
to appear, despising the fear of persecation.

I have introduced into the heading of this article the
words clairvoyant prediction of the disease, or extraordinary
force of imagination. Clairvoyant prediction respecting s pa-
tient’s own disease is & common occurrence, but sometimes
that which appears to be so is probebly nothing more than
the effect of a mental impression.

Those who self-sufficiently scoff at the phenomena of
mesmerised subjects are altogether ignorant that every phe-
nomenon is recorded of persons on whom ne mesmeric pro-
cess has been practised. One of these is prediction of the
occurrences of the patient’s own disease, and often also the
indication of the measures suitable to the case. @sll, who,
residing in Paris, that hotbed of mediecal and all kinds of
quackery, disgusted with mesmeric charlatans around him,
would not believe any of the striking phenomena of mes-
merism, though he admitted the peculiar influence of one
person upon another, relates the following case :—

“M. Joseph de Roggenbach, at Friburg in Brisgau, told
me in the presence of many witnesses that he had been a
somnambulist from his infancy. In this state his tutor had
frequently made him read: made him look for places on the
map, and he found them more readily than when awake: his
eyes were always open and fixed : he did not move them but
turned his whole head. Many times they held him, but he
felt the restraint, and endeavoured to liberate hirself, yet



L Y v
SR

L

S e o m e om oA o oW

Galf’s belief in Mesmerism. 351

did not awake. Sometimes he said he should wake if they
led him into the garden, and this elways kappened.”—Fone-
tions du Cerveau, t.ii, p. 510, sqq.*

* Gall believed in mesmeriem but discredited the possibility of the transpa-
sition of the sensea, and sympathy of sensation between different persons, and
of clairvoyonce. He nerer exsmined into the subject as I have dane, and all the
clairvoyants whom he waa prevatled upon to see failed to satisfy him : and I do
not wander at this, for hoth Parin abo d in ic impostors and extortionate
mesmerisers, and eome distinguished men who have written upon meamerism
have poured forth wost trenscendental and bigh-fowa fancies, incapuble of procfand
unintelfigible to men of plain understanding and freedom from visionary exaltation.

He thas expresses his belief, reconnting his own amaceptibility. Having,
while in conteraplstion, passed ore of bia bhands over hin forchead, backwarda
and forwards eevers] times, with his fingers over the hairy port of the fropt
of his head, he remarked a gentle warmth, like a vapour, between his hand and
the mpper part of his cranium ; he felt a heat ascend towards his shoulders sod
cheeka, heat in hiz head, and chilliness in his foins, The same thing having oa-
curred several timea arrested his attention; and he repeated the experiment,
always with the same results, If he continued to move for some moments with
his hand suspended, the same phenomena occurred.  ** The oyes become painful,
the toogue no longer articulates, twitchings of the face occur, respiration grows
laborions, nnd sighing and oppreation follow ; the knees tremble and totter ; and
sorge hours of repose are required to restore him perfoctly. He hes often, by the
continned movement of the band, produced zimilar pbenpowena in persons not
previously aware of them, He hsa produced even deep and prolonged fainting ;
be bas, in regard to this peeulisrity, a particalar affinity with persons of both
pexes who bave Boe and rather curly bair, They act vpon him in this wanner,
and he is able to distinguish, by this singular impression, if it is an individusl of
thin deseription or not, who st s distance, in 8 numergus nssembly, moves his
hand gver the superior anterlor parf of his cranium. On the other hand, he can
act upou persons of this constitution only, The rapidily with which hn loses his
senses, tnd especially the disagreesble impression produced by an inexplieable
depression, have prevented him from pushing this and obtaining further results.”

Gall goes atill farther : even adopting ie hypothesia of & fluid. * We ac.
knowledge n fuid which haa an especial affinity with the nervous system, which
can emanate from aoe individual, pass into another, and accumulaty in virtue of
porticular affinities, more in certaln parts then in others,” 'We admit the exist-
enca of a finid, the sabtrection of which lessens, and the accumulation avg-
roenta, the power of the nerves; which places ome part of the system in repoae,
and heightens the activity of another; which therefore may prodace an artificial
sompambullam,™

“ We ahould in geners! regard the magmetic fuid as a great exciter of the
nerves, able to produce favorrable or injurious offects in diseascs, and like other
fluids subject to cortain laws, the knowledge of which must be the buia of mani.
pulation, It must, therefore, alwaye he & very important object to the naturalist,
provided he guards ageinst his own iltusions and those of others.,”—ita. work,
vol. i, p. 135, &, &e

“How often,” ha aays, *in intoxication, bysterical and bypochondrial at.
tacks, convulsions, fever, insanity, under violent emotious, afer long fasting,
through the cfests of such poisens an opium, bemlock, belladonna, are we not,
in some messure, transformed into perfectly differont beings, for inetance, into
poets, actors, &e. Just an in dreaming, the thoughts frequently have more deli-
cacy, and the sensations are more scate and we caa hear and anywer § just o2 in
ordmary somuambulism, we can rise, walk, see with onr eyes open, touch with
onr hands, &&.: o we allow that gimilar phemomena may take place in artificiak
snmaambulism, and even ia & higher degree.””

Dr. Foisaac states that, < Some days before the death of Gall, which took
piace Augnst 22, 1828, that grest man, who in his lecturas and later works had
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This and numercns other curious cnses of natural som-
nambulism, with an account of my early mesmeric patients,
will be found in my Human Physiology, chap. xvii., on Slcep,
nnd in the Appendix on Mesmeriam,

Dr. Petctin, of Lyons, published many highly interest-
ing cases of singular nervous affections, characterized by
catalepsy and other phenomena with which we mesmerists are
now all perfectly familiar, in the midst of our brethren who
are enveloped in 2 cloud of darkness and disregard his inte-
resting book, entitled, Eleclricité Animale, prouvée par ln dé-
couverle des phénomdnes phytiques et moraur de la Calalepsic
hysiérique et de ses varibfés; el par les bons effels de I Rlee-
tricité arlificelle dans le lrailemen! de ces malodies, Paris et
Lyon, 1808, 1t is very scarce, but Miss Wallace kindly
presented me with a copy.

He detaile cases of convulsions, coms, want of feeling
or other external sense, neuralgis, catalepsy, and other symp-
toms of intense and exqumite hysteris, and, with the loss of
one or more of the flve senses, the displa t{ of the phenomena
termied trangposition of the senses, and clairvayence in =
high degrce and the more common veriéty exemphiffed
this article relative to the firture changes of the patient’s
own disease. The wonderful phenomens which we observe
as effected by meswmeric processes Dr. Petetin so described
that in reading his work I could fancy myself observing
the two Okeys and other mesmcric patients whom I have
seen during the last fourteen years. There was not only no
mesmerism 7 his cases, but he was an obstinate, ubehiever
in mesnierism, Had he mesmerised his patients, he wounld
'soon have cured them and saved them much length of disesse
and much of the suffering oceasioned by his- remedies, and
saved himself much trouble. p

The following is & detailed exanmple of whs.t Peﬁetiu ob-
served :— :

©The stiaok of cstalepsy began at eight o'clock in the. i&o‘m:.ug

spoken agninet mesmerism, fnding his end aptroachmg. begged me' to Mke‘a
someanmbelist to hien for consultatisy. Tau! Villagrand, whem 1 fized upébd,
withoat lstting bim lnow the name or the disenss of the person th whee I todk
bini, disoovered in Dr. Gull an organio discess of the heart wad & grent sendenty
w pnlsy He therofore prescribed s.blood.leiting in the sroi, sinApinms, 1a
tisane of rosewary, sud the employmeut of mesmerism. Two circumstances
prevented this trestment from being adopted: ficat, Gull bad been frequently
bled for some time, and was very weak ; s¢condly, Gall, whose talent of obser.
vation still retained some of ita orfginal activity, had beanstmr.& widh the large
tize of the organ of Cunning in the somnambuliat, and therofore concluded that
Paul had managed to bearn beforeband what was hin dinease.  One remedy only,
in my opinion, might have prolonged a life so valuable to meience: that wus
mesmerism : it was oot even tried,”—pp. 413—415, of a work quoted at p. 356,
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only, and was always preceded by two slight convulsive movements
of the arm; and the patieat was unable to complete the sentence
which she had begun, but which those around her took care to re-
member, in order to be certain once more whether she completed it
on retarning to her natural atete.

" anoounced myself as wsual’ by speaking to the eads of her
fingers. *You ave lazy this morning, doctor,” she replied. *I am,
madam; aod if you did but konow the ressom you would not thus
fifid fanlt with me,” *Ab, 1 see it; you bave had the head-ache
ever since four o'clock, and it will not cease till six; and you are
right in doing oothing for it, since all human means are useless, and
it will have.its course.” ¢ How long have you been a doctor? ¢ Ever
since 1 had the eyes of Argus.” *Can you tell me which sidé m{l pain
attacks? ¢ The right eye, temple, and teeth: 1 forelell that it
will pass to the leﬁ eye, thet you will suffer greatly between three
and four o'clock, and that at six you will be free from it.” - * IF you
wish me to believe you, you must tell vne what'] have gbt in my
hand? 1 immediately applied it to her stomach, and she answered
without any hesitation, *Isee through your hend an entique medal,’
T opened my hand, absolutely petrified: -her sister-i-daw laoked. at
it, and turned ypale and faint, * On recoverlng Kerself, she enclosed
-» piece-of paper in & brown and semi-trensparent sweetmeat-box, and
gave me the box behind her sister-inlaw’s chair. I enclosed.it in
my haod and presented it to the stomach of the patient in silence.
‘] see a box 1 your band, and in this box a lelter addressed to
myself,” The legs of her ferrified sister-in.law trembled: I opened
the box without delay; and found a letter folded four {itmes, ad-
dressed to the patient and with the Geneva post-mark. =~~~
"~ ** My astonishment suspended’ my pain for a few seconds mnd
prevented me from knowiog what T was aboot, The tremor of the
sister-inlaw appeared -very patordl, M she had been still more
affected I should not bave thought of assisting her, for I remained
stapified -sbove 4 querter of an hour, On recovaring my senses, I
asked the:sistepin-law where she had .obtained the letter which she
had enclosed in the sweetmeat case. She informed me that she had
found it in & heok which she was reading while waiting for my
arrival : that she had taken it out of the patient’s library, and that,
in openiog if, the letter had fallen to the ground; and that she had
picked it up and put it in her pocket to give it the patient on waking,
I took the book and examined it, as if 1 ought to find the impress of
the letter upon it, so incredible did this new prodigy appear to me.
But onght I to have entectained any doubt after my own experience?
Did mny bady but myself place in my hand the antique ruedal which
I had teken with the view of taking advontage of the firet op-
portunity which might present itself of placiug 1t upon the stomach
of my patient and seeing whether she would be able to deseribe it,
as she had done other objects which I had presented to her ?

*1 enquired of the patient wt what o'clock her fit of catalepsy
would terminate. = At eleven.” ¢ At what o’eleck do you think the
evening paroxysm will take place? At seven.” *Then it will be
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much later than ususl? *It will: but that is a course which will
be established : and after to-day my fits will take place regularly at
eight in the moraning and seven ta the cvening: the morning attack
will last three hours; and the eveniog attack two hours ouly.” 1
faocy that something fatigues you: your countenance is changed °
* My uocle is coming in.'  * You are turning your back to him, and
a screen higher than he is coneeals him from you: why does he not
come in? ‘He is chatting with wy husband : and I would lay a
wager that my uncle has his blue coat on." I will tell you as scon
as I see him. Then you do not like your uncle?” *Indeed Ido:
bat in my present state he fatigues me, and you will oblige me by
meking scme excuse to get rid of him.

*“1 invited the sister.in-law to take the hand to which I was
speaking, and continue the conversation with ber. 1 was anxious
to return home, in order to give a little repose to my head which
stood in need of it, and to gratify my curiosity., Oun turcing the
screen, I saw the nocle in his blue coat, nnd I asked him to retire
with me into the oext room. Instead of taking my own scarlet
cloak, I took the husband’s blue cloak. It was no scomer on my
shoulders than the sister-in-law told me, at the desire of the pa-
tient, that I bhad made a mistake in the cloak, and f{aken her hus-
band's, We were all three petrified: the sister-in-law, who rose
instantly, became an additional figure in the group, and I exclaimed,
*If this disease increases, she will soon see through walls’

“J bhad just strength enough, on reaching iy own house, to
write down my experiments and the conversation which I had carried
on with the patient: to make my camomile tea in the hope of re-
Heving my bead: to plunge mysell into the arm cbair which I
always used wheno suffering my head-sche, and to cover myself weil
up, with my feet at the fire, pale and Jooking like desth. On this
ocegsion my remedy failed ; anc{) I was obliged t go to bed. Between
two and three o’clock all my pain was fized in the left eye and
temple : I made violent efforts to vomit up some gulps of gastric
juice, which the Messrs, Purgons among the doctors regard as the
cause of all head-ache. I fell upon my pillow, overcome with pain,
and went to steep. The prognostic of my patient was verified: at
six o'clock my head was perfectly well, aucf I seized the opportunity
of Pa}g]}? her a visit.

* Before leaving my bouse, I placed, in readiness for what might
happen, a smnll letter nt the top of my bosom: I covered it with
my cloak, and did not get to her before half-past six. The part
way very large : but I knew every person except one, A very small
fire was made in the dmwinf room, and the patient eculd not Le in-
convenienced by it as it could not be seen by her, and served merely
as a central point fo the company. I placed myself opposite the
Indy, and begged permission to keep on my cleak. The stranger
resumed the conversation where it had been interrupted: he came
from Paris, and gracefully and very cleverly related a striking eourt
anecdote which had not before reached the provinces, The husband,
who had promised me that oo strenger should be present during his
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wife’s illoess, noticed my astonishment, rose, aad whispered to me
that the gentleman who conversed so well was an intimate friend,
whe had been made acquainted with hiz wife's complaint, but who
did not believe a word of it, and had particularly requested to be
present at one of the attacks.

“ If 1 serutinized the elegant orntor attentively, he returned the
compliment; and although we resided in the same city, we were
perfect strangers to each other.

**At the stroke of seven, the patient, all attention, full of her
nataral pajety and excited by the amusing reflections which the nar-
rator made npon the various matters which he detailed, experienced
two convulsions of her arm: and in this short space of time her eyes
closed, her countenance expressed astonishment, her colour went,
and a fit of catalepsy transformed her into a listening statue. 'The
friend was frightened, broke from the circle, and called loudly to her,
but could discern in neither her features nor her whole person any
sign of bier hearing: her countenance temained the same: he looked
uncomfortably first at the patieot and then at me: but did not ven-
ture to ask me any questions.

“ 1 advanced my arm cheir that 1 might sit nearer to the patient,
Her hesd being slways turned to the same side, I could see her
profile only. I threw back my cloak that the upper part of m
person might be visible. ¢ Ah, how long, doctor,” said she, *has it
been the fashion to carry letters in the bosom " I extended wy arm
that T might reach the pit of her stomach with the point of my
finger; and, bringing the fingers of my otber hand together, I replied
in my osual tone,  Madam, you possibly are mistaken.” ‘No; I
am certain of what I see ; you have a letter not ¢r than this in
your bosom : mensure it." While saying this, she changed the po-
sition of ber head, directing it towards me: she advanced her arm,
stretched out the left forefinger, and with the right, which she
placed abore it, determined with the greatest accuracy the place it
occupied. All eyes were mow upon me. I opened my waistcaat :
and the letter came into view. The fricod seized it that he might
place it upon the finger which expected it. She had no sooner
touched it than she added, *If I were not discreet I would tell you
ita contents : but, to prove that I have read it, there are only two
lines nod e balf in it, and in very small hand.” After having ob-
teined permission to open it, every person saw that it consisted of
only two lines and a half, and that the letters were small.

‘“ The friend suddenly passed from the extreme of astonishment
to the extreme of distrust, took & purse from his pocket, luid it
nﬁmn my chest, and pushed me towards the patient. ¢ Doctor,” said
she, “don’t trouble yourself: you have at this moment upon your
bosom Mr, B.s purse : it has 36 many lowit & or in one half, and so
much silver money in the other: but let no body stir: I will tell
the chief things t{mt each of the party bas in his pockets. She
beﬁan the inventory of her sister-in-law, who was neavest to her,
and said that the most interesting thing in ber pocket was a letter.
This lady was the more surprised, because she hnr:'eceived the letter
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What eveping only Skomithe. conribz, avid hod ‘entiowed it to: nobody.
My patisnt . passed or to the others,and lnid bare: ihie contents of all
our pockets with equal aceuracy, eracking s joke whenever there was
room for One." —Elsciricité Aramale, pp. 55—66, -

Dr. Petetin moticed facts recently communicated to the
world by Reichenbach. In spesking of one of his patients
he says:— . ' ) S

“I bad a wagnetized steel barin my poeket; chpa.l:leof being
entirsly hidden -hl_tvg?ny band. I appro e&m the patent (in owe of
ber cataleptic uttncks) and, after having bent ooe of her hands in-
order that she 1mizht huar me (this patient seeined to hear only when
words wepe whispoiad at the cuda uf ber fiugers), | tuemed the hand
aod presemjed the south pole st the distance.of three or four inches
from the pit of her stomach : her countenance changed immedistely.
I anked st the ends.of her fingers bow she felt T * Better in regard
to.my stomnach ; -but 1 wern you that uniess you-devise some means
to ‘moderate .the vext- pagoxysm, which will begim half as honr
sooner thau usesl, I shzll die.’ <In what respact do you feel better
in: the atorgach 7' 4 In-a pleasact semsation produeesd by a luminous
fluid which escapes from the iren dyoﬂ dre holding, and which pene
trates into my stomsch.” I turned my hand and presented the north
pole. - Thé' patient -instantly shrieked, and £ll into convulsions,
whick obliged me to change the pole-witheut delay- 1 and; whety they
had ceased, :L.asked her the canne of them. . * I enireat: you nut to
point the end of this iron-to my stomeeh = .the Same whiohi proceeds
from it is much too selive + bet the other is as bepeficipl 20 this i
injurivus to me.) I matisfied the impaticnce-of my. cq]laaguss-mﬁ
the bystanders by letting them see the magoet 1 and- they were struc
as much as myself with this new prodigy. 1 say uew, b .k
had never before thought of trying the magoet with this ';;;E?,?f, L

"1 begged he¥ to atlendy to the fingers which I T:bls '&}’r_ﬁ'@é

dldtaricé from Ker stomach, ‘and say whether she saw light it
from them alao,  Shie'sald, ‘Yes)' but with this differetice, tHat
light waal weaker 'and did not ‘produce the same' effdct upbh héd
stomach.’ A b Vv S . ’
+ 1% Pradtitioners -upoh whom we can vely declare that the. maguet
ie useful in neirvous disteses s 'but .what nervous disesses,thaidegxeis
aof strength which it should possess, and the method of employing
it, are not yet well enongh known for us to employ it in difficult and
urgent cases.” —pp. 245-7.

+ M’ courde the phenomena of clairvoyance obsorved by hinr
ware dushelieved by:thé medical profession likeé the meameric
phenomena in the present -day. - M. Foissac.in his Rapports
&f Discustions de U Académie Royale de Médecine sur le Mag-
nétisme. Animal, Paris, 1833, a. work which every one whe
studica mesmerism should :possess apd may. find at the book~
seliérs, . gives sn.acrount: of Petetin; and X make the follows

lrgroxteagt > o 1 0 R Iy nrik
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“ Petetin was - perpebasl - President of the Medical Boeleiy 6f
Lyoos : he publiabed. variovs -works. o electricity; galvanisis,i amid
extrantdinary medical eases : but thosewhieh dhisfly merit the-atton+
tion of the learned are bis Mémoiree sur ln Catalepsic (1787),-and
U Electricité dnimale (1808), which was not published til} after his
death, The facts related by him are so astonishing that they would
not be credited at present, if they were not certified by the testi-
mony of many physicians who witnessed them, and if t{le ractice
of mesmerism in the present day did not add to their reslity by pro-
ducing thousmndy of eimilar-facts. 'Howevey, modern plysiologists,
forgetting the reapectable charactar of the author and the wniversal
eateen in which: I;:o waa held daring his dife, baveendesroured to
ke it believed that these works ware but: dreams ¢ I thisk,~ oo the
eontrary, that they deserve:the utmost astention of :all emdightehed
persons.’” URC TR ERTRNS I SR N PR

“We must. notice that, although Petetin disbelieved:in mes.
meriem, he states io bis Mémoires, first part, p. 56, that the impo:
sition of the hands, the applieation of: the iron conductor wpon the
stomach, the use of the baquet sud magpetised tress, exoited gon.
volsive movementa and sommambolpan, with all the phenomnena
which accompany it.”’—pp. 207, 298. ' SURURTE SN

In the Preface to his Eileglyiciié. dnimale, Dy Petghin
regrets that his first worke—his . Mémeirer—apppoared. whom
every body waa thinking of Animal Magnetiom and its wond
derful effects: that it was eaxy to foresoe that:theifacts whick
he related would be comfounded with those of the orislagues
{persons thrown into coriviilsions ‘or crites by anithad’ mhag-
retism), and that his work would be considered to tesemble
the numerous writings of Mesmer and hijs disciplés, 4ufl wopld
experience the same fate and fal] jnto oblivion: that the gvent
realized these fears: but thak his Iove for mankind end truth
induced him to make a.second effort to excite attenfion, to
the facts which he had pnblished. This second-effort was
the preparation of his work on Animal Electricity. ' . mo

In the next page tothat in which he.thue writes; hadllows
that mesmeric processes cen-produce- rli. the phenomensof
catalepsy, somnambullsm, clareoyanee, -&o,, ‘wiich he kad
observed without it.—Avertisement; pp. ixvx: ¥ 1 o

I have called the present-case:anuimme of olafrvoyance,
or the power of imagmmation, becanse I cannot prove that the
attack did not result from a mental impression—irom a fancy
that it would take place. Throughout The Zoist I buve stated
my conviction of the power of imagination being marvellons;
far greater than.is generally conceded by medies] menr; and
that, if & mesmeric effect has once hevn produced—an effect
unquestionably of mesmeri¢ agency—we canuot be sure when
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it recurs, even under mesmeric processes, that it is not the
result of imagination if the patient is aware of mesmeric
means being employed in order to induce it,

‘Whether imagination eould induce & violent inflammation
of the eyes with a severe eruption on the skin on a certain
day fixed upon by the patient long before, I will not say.
But that the idea of a fit of convulsions, pain, &e., oceurring
ou a certain future day and bour is sufficient to excite it at the
very time foretold, I have no doubt: and many such apparent
predictiona are of this natnre and no predictions st all, bat
results of a strong imagination. Stili clairvoyance at large
is an established fact, and there is no reason to suppose that
it should not take place i reference to changes in the health
as well as to other circumstances unconnected with the health ;
nay, we can conceive the probability and possibility of clair-
voyance of this kind far better than of other kinds, which
are in our present state of knowledge most mysterious. That
this kind of clairvoyance, which is a feeling of the condition
of the individual’'s system, does take place, appears to me
certain, A remarkable instance occurred in Elizabeth Okey.
She once predicted that at s certain hour of a certain day,
distant some weeks from the day of the prediction, she should
be seized with a violent pain in the left eide, and that to cure i
she must be bled in the arm to & certain number of cunces
and take a certain number of grains of calomel. I made her
prediction known in the hospital, and left directions that at
tbe predicted hour, if she were taken ill, the nurses should
give information to the resident medical officer. X was laughed
at by the antimesmeric party amoung the students, who were
led by Mr, Liston, Dr, Taylor the Apothecary, Dr. A. T.
Thomson, Dz, Davis,—all aow dead and gone. On the very
morning, snd at the very hour forenamed, she was seized
with a violent pain in the left side. T was soon at the hos-
pital. Her countenance expressed the greatest agony: her
pulse was very rapid ; her whole body hot : her tongue white:
and there was a universal sweat. T ordered her to be bled in
the arm till the pain was relieved, and a dose of calomel to
be taken every two or three hours, as she had directed.
The blood proved extremely inflammatory; was Jyffed and
cupped. We weighed the blood, and found the quantity
abstracted which had relieved her amornted exactly to the
quantity which she had so long before directed to be ab-
stracted. The next day her gums were affected by the ca-
lomel, and I gave no more; but found that the quantity
taken up to this moment amounted exactly to the -quantity
which she had directed to be given to her. Imagination,
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surely, could not have effected nll this. I vouch for the troth
of all these particulars. The facty of the case related in the
preceding article by Dr. Motherwell were evidently not the
reeult of imagination. I therefore mee no reason to deny
that the aitack which tock place in M. A. Noyes was clair-
voyantly predicted : yet, if, having had similar attacks, she fan.
cied in her mesmeric state that she should have another on a
certain day, this might resuit from the fancy, though originally
the attack had nothing to do with fancy. She alao foretold
that through the use of mesmerism it would be cut short and
be cured far sooner than the former attacks: and it was wo.¥

1. Cures of Sciatica, Newralgia of the Sacrum, and Insanily,
by Mr. J. Phelps, late mesmerizer al the Bristol Mesmeric
Institute. Communicated by Mr. A. J, Ellis, of Briato},
through Dir. Eiliotson.

“ The development of the manufecture of soda has proved s moat powerful
stimulua to that of soap, which when freed from its dependence on the ancertsin
snd limited eupply of barjila and kelp, made such strides sa could not have been
anticipated. Mr. James Muspratt, who was the first in Enghad tr cArTY out
successfully, end on a lerge pcsle, Leblauc's method of preparing soda from
chloride of sodium (sea-salt), informe us that Ae war eompelled do give away
soda By toxs fo A soap.boilers befors be succeeded in comvincing them of the
extraordinary adveniager 10 be devived from the adoplion of ifds material. As
soon, however, ax he hed effected this, and when the sosp-boilers discovered how
much time and momey t'hcy saved by using artificial soda, orders came in 50
rapidly that Mr, Mospratt, to satisfy the demand, had his sodn discharged red.
hot inte iron carta and thua conveyed to the soup.susoulactories. From that
pericd & constant race was kept up between soap-mnking and thi anificial pro-
duction of soda; every improvement in Leblanc's pracess wo: followed by an
extennion of the coap trade, and it is m curious fact thet the mingle sea-port of
Liverpool exports annually more soap at present than did all those of Great
Britain previous to the conversion of chloride of sedium inte earbonate of soda.
The manufacture of soap has, oo the other hand, been 8 powerfol stimulus to the
prepuration of soda sud of the important mecondary product, hypochlorite of
lime (bleaching powder), which are so intimately allied with almost all branches
of chemical trades; thus moap ocoupics ooe of the mest impertant fpagu in the
history of spplied chemistry, The increage in the comsumption of this article
has led, moreover, to the discovery of vew materials for its production. It hes
opened new chavuels to commerce, and thus it has beoome the means es well as
the mark of eivilization."' —Jwry Repori of the Greal Ezhibition—ant. Soop.

7, Apsley Place, Redlangd, Bristol,
Aungust 11, 1852,
Dzaz Dr, Elliotson,—When Mr. Phelps was attending

* The Okeys, especiolly the elder, mede many predictions of remarkable
hanges and phen tn their cases : and these were marvelipusly verified.

Among my cases recorded in The Zvist, I may refor my readers to Na.
IV., p. 429, in which Miss Emme Melkuish accarately predicted the exact number
and hours of ber fits, and the bour at which she should recover from ber long-
continned and violent deliriom : te No. I11,, p. 314, in which Master Salmon
accurately predicted the number of fita which 'bw would have beforo his curn: to
No. 1V,, p. 457, in which Miss Spong did 1he same.




B6O . Mr. Phelps's Cures,

me ‘last winter, he ‘mentioned these and somie other cesed.
I requested him to give moe some notes of them.in ordes that
I might send them to'you for commnuoication in The Zoddk.
t have accordingly drawn 'np the enclosed principally in his
‘own wordw, and hope they may amm: in hme for the Oetober
wamber, -
¢ Mr. Phelps is- a- rtallor, aud has }ong mm'ce bean,a t&Im-
perance advocate’’ He has mesmerised -in many parts of the
country while on ‘his professionial tours far the advocacy of
temperance; and  was: employed at. the Mesmesic Lnstitute
hére while 3t was in action; - He is a kindly, benevolent nian,
and puts his heart in his work when meamerising. 1 em-
ployed bim during the winter to mesmerise a poor woman in
our neighbourhood who had (apparently) a cancer in the
womb, and she was much relieved at first, pain ceasing or
being alleviated whemevrer she was mesmerised: and at one
time I had really hopaes of & cure, the discharge having ceased,
snd the poor-woman being. ableito walk, Latterly, however,
‘the paing and discharge returned, asd, mesmerism failing to
telieve an rapidly avbefore, she Tost heart, ard ismow in the
Bristo] Tnfirmary, where I understand nnlopamzmn has been
weditated, so that- 1 présume there:is wo cander.. Bhe is
however now rauch: tav weak to wndergo any operatmn, and
has been wesker singe sha.left off meamermam. .

Mr. Phielpe's danghter, & dress-maker, is at presnnt mes-
merisang Mra. Elis with perceptibly good effect. =

There i8 a lady in thid neighbourhood who is affected Wpth
a singnlar mervous disease and bas been so for yeans. - She
‘hes'tried messveriam'from many persons, but:it has gemecally
produced aversion to the mesmeriser, and recurrence.to her
‘nervoun fite. On -ont -cecasion when she was rigid and with
‘her eyes olosed, ‘her physicn, who entered the room with.
out her: knowledge, atiewapted to: make & faw passes across
ber: feet,” which were rigidly-connivent, when she:arase me-
chamdally, and attempted' to- box. his ears. I mesmemnsed
her myself,'thinking that as I certsinly had but'small mes-
merie power ¥ might suit he? better.. The first time I tried,
1 laid my hand flat ' on her epigastrium for one minute,. and
within five minuotes she had a nervous fit, striking herself .on
the spot mechanjcally and speaking an unkmown tongue, as
usual with her, although she is perfectly sensible the whole
time and is aware that she utters only unintelligible sounds.
The next day but one I tried-again, taking care to touch-only
with the palm of the hand, the fingers pointing off. But in
thirteen seconds a fit was induced ; ; she jabbered and struck
herself over the spot inteesantly, and, when I attempted to



Lure of Boioticay 861

demesroersse by blowing, it ouly seemed to make matters
worsa. Bince then [-have not stterapied to operato on hex.
At one time she experienced :relief from.the actian of a finp
quartz orystal, but- she could not bear'more then three slow
passes at a time.. The crvsta, however, began bo irritate her
before she left off using it. Latterly relief has been given
her during her fits of rigidity, which come on instantaneously
in dny position: bot lexve no'meuscular fatigne, by weving a
handkerchief with' some: ohloroform on it before her. She
feels then able to ' unfold hewself}!! bo mue hev.own expression,
aod two or ‘thres: lnhahlznnaldeatroy thﬁ fnglchty anmrelyr
With best wishes. 1
T V&lyttmlyryom Sy
J. Elliotson, Esg., M.D.: e .M.nx. J. BLuaa.
1 Can of Lamum } -

Mrs. Jane Horgan, 52 years old, of 33 Plnladelphla
Street, Bristol, had been ill:for eighteen months before beieg
mesmemed and. during that time she waa, confined .to the
house.. In Jume, 1860, abe:woe: enden thd osre. of De.
Norten, of Bristol, for six: weeks, wha told her that he had
vainly tried all in his. . powes b do-her good: : Bhe then weat
to Bath Hospital: for: dine weeks, where! she: was, informed
that her complaint was scisticaiand. ¥ spasme of -the nerves,”
and’ wan bled, blistered;. leedhed, anfl: pupped : withput any
relief whatever: aftér whichi treatraent-she retirnad to Briatol

a perfect dripge. | -She was unable ko get: out :of hed without
assistance, and bad:to:he bielped down staira by her daughter,
who kifted one- leg nt-a tnna -Bhe rould-gek about & roem an
critches. .
1orIn J:anunyt }852 Mn Phnlps s taken:to sea her hy an
oppoment to esmerism, who merely wished {o try. his powers
without -any intentiolx, of: doing ber good. She agreed to
submit: to the.operation,; and was . spon asledp, She staiee
that she felt great actign in, her linehs, espedinlly on the left
side, which was the part in' which she suffered most. 7ill
1him ' time. she - had Rardiy -slepl al night. - Bot aleep soon re-
durned: whide she was under mesaxeric. trestmant;, - which was
mew regularly continned, as:its,effeat had been proved bene-
ficial.  Mr. Phelpy's engigements, however, only allowed
him to mesmerise her ounce. s week, so that although the
treatment lasted  weariy seven- mouths the actual amount of
attondance was not more than ia- usually recgived in four
weeks,

Mrs. Horgan felt her leg. nud side improve after every
mesmeric sleap ; and, after five mounths’ treatment, she walked
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for the first time for two years a guarier of a mile to Mr.
Phelps’s house with one cruteh ; repeating ber journey with-
out any crutch at all. She is now able to woalk aboul the city
without amy aid, and believes that but for mesmerism she
would have lived a saffering life and died a cripple.

The original statement from which this is drawn upis
signed by her husband, Mr. William Horgan, with an ex-
pression of thanks to Mr. Pheipa for the cure of his wife,

The reader will not fail to remark in the history of this
case the curative action of small doses of mesmerism dis-
tributed over a length of time, with lomg but regular in-
tervals.

I1. Violent pains in the racral region.

Mra, Ricketts, of 8, Narrow Plane, St. Philip’s, Briatol,
49 years old, the mother of seventeen children, and fresh-
looking, was mseizod saddenly while dressing on 9th June,
1851, with violent pains in the left leg near the sacrum, as
far as Mr, Phelps could ocollect, but there way be some error
as to the precise seat of pain, The pain was a0 intense that
she groaned alond and fell on her bed in & violent perspira-
tion. Her brother.in-law, who was in the adjoining room,
concluded from what he heard that she was suddenly death-
struck, The pains continued without intermission, and ren-
dered the poor woman nearly frantic. 3ke pulled her haie
out by the roots, and bit at those who attended her. She
states that she never hgd an Aour's slecp for seven weeks. Het
leg was constanily hathed in very hot water and rubbed day
and night. Mustard plasters, leeches, and blisters were tried
without any relief,

Mvr. Phelps heard of ber sufferings through a casnal en-
quiry after her health on meeting her husband, and then
praposed mesmerismm. She was soon throwa into the coma,
and was perfectly nunconscious, but was greatly agitated in
her left leg, bowels, aud face. Indeed her abdomen swelled
80 enormously that the mesmeriser was frightened. Blowing
upon it, however, reduced the swelling, so that when she
awoke at the expiration of an hour there was no ground for
alarm, Thal night she slept two howrs, snd had less pain.
She was mesmerised twica s week for five weeks, and slept
better and had less pain after each mesmerisation. .4¢ the
end of three weeks she discarded her evulckes, and slept all
night. Her catamenia, which had been smspended during
her illness, retarned during the mesmerism. She is now
quite well and active.

The original etatement, from which the above was drawn
up, is signed by her husband, Mr. Thomas Ricketts.
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111, fnsanity.

Eliga Cumberpatch, of Welsh Back, Bristol, about 20
years of age, was very violent, tore her dress, broke looking-
glasses and furniture, talked strangely, repeating old plays,
speaking of vessels coming in, and conversing with imaginary
enemies. Her insapity had been coming on many months,
but the violence had only lasted a few weeks, when she was
first mesmerised in the autumn of 1851, Dr. Rogers, who
has a lunatic asyluw, had been consulted and she was to
have been sent to him.

She was staying at a friend’s house, and, in order to
mesrnerise her, Mr. Phelps was introduced on pretext of mes-
merising the friend, over whom he made a few passes, and
then asked her to try them. She was 8o ausceptible that she
passed off into the sleep in three minutes; and she was per-
sunaded afterwards to have the mesmerism repeated for « weak-
ness,” having no idea of the trne reason till her recavery,
which ensued in fhree weeks, the treatment being continued
for from three guarters of an hour to an bour and a hall
every other day, .

She was viclent and exceedingly excitable even during the
sleep, although occasionally quiet or only restless. Energetic
passes snbdued her. She would occasionally sce vessels in
her sleep. At other times exclaim violently in such language
as, “] shall ses you down beneath my feet. Scorpions!
shew me where they are I It soothed her to excite Bene-
" volenoe and Coostructiveness, the latter giving her a desire
to work and thus overcome the idleness to which she had
been yielding, although naturally an active or industrions
girl. An effort was made to subdue the overaction of Com.-
bativeness, and after the first fortnight the sxcitement of
Firmpess and Conscientionsness was found of service.

She was very susceptible of the mesmeric influence, some-
times failing asleep as soon as Mr. Phelps tock her haund;
and he was able to command her immediately by a pass.
Mrs, Spiller, the person with whom she was staying, waz &
kind, firm woman, and materially rasisted the mesmeriser by
her judicious behaviour towards the patient. After her re-
covery she said that she “felt better and firmer in herself.”
Her catamenis, which had recurred fortnightly before aud
during her attack, now became monthly snd have continued
regular. Mur, Phelps has found that the regularity of the
catamenia is generally sccured by mesmerism. One girl,
whose catamenia had ceased for five years, became regular
after three wecks mesmerising.
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The following is 3 )etter from the brother of the patient

to Mr. Phelpa —

o “ Welsh Back, Bristol, May 6, 1832,
¢ Dear Sir,—Nearly ecight montha have elapsed since your lasd
visit to my sister, she having no more veed to be meamerised ; for
she i3 perfectly recovered from that dire malady which she had been
5o long subjeeted to. Had it not been for your kind care and prompt
attention to her case in your exercise over her of the mesmeric
power, she would, I most firmly believe, be as insane and as bereft
of reason mow us she was the firal time you saw her. Only three
weeks were required to bring sbont this happy change from darkneas
to light, the blackest darkpess that can ever befall a human being on
earth. Had we hearkened to the entresties of friends, though much
against eur own wishes, we should heve been com > oansign
her to an asylum for our own safety. I doubt whether she would
have recovered b}); this time. No, I believe she sever would. For
you know, Sir, she is very susceptible of feeling; on coming to her-
self and finding out where she was, the thought of it would have
broken her heart. T should have lost an only sister, and never seen
her amile, when in health, any more, To you, Sir, we owe a debt
of gratitude which we never can repay. I would that the knowledge
which you have of mesmerism were more fully spread. Oh! I wish
that I knew of a channel throngh which I could convey the giad
news, the,great benefits which are to be derived from this evil-
spoken-againet science, sspecially to those persoss who have friends
similarly situated to my sister. I would make you known ; I would
beg them to try it for themselves, and derive the advantages that might
scerue. I would tell them of my sister’s case,—a fact, a stubborn fact
to all opponents, but a glorious fact to the truth of the science, that
there isin it a mighty curative agent, that no one can gainsey or resist.
 Accept of my kind wishes, and best thanks from my dear
mother, sister, and friends. That you may atill be made & further
blessing in the use of your happy art to many more of our suffering

fellow-greatures is the aincere wish of ns all.

] am, Bir, yours very respectfuliy,

f*Javes Cowserearcn.”

IV. Striking Cure of a singular Nervous Affection.
By Dr. ELviorson,

“d Lover of Truih.—The abeurdities and indecomelar of what iz called
mezmesivm bave been s completely exposed in the columms of this journal that
it is unnecessary to renew the sobject. 'Wa thank ear correspondont, bowever,
for his communication,”—Mr. WaxLzy, Lancel, November 6, 1832; p. 434,
Anawers fo Corraspondenis

Ox the 8th of February, 1851, I visited Miss Elizabeth Ross
at the house of her father, the eminent optician, No. 2,

* Where these Indecencies nre exposed 1 know not. Will Mr. Wakley
point them ont ? Thin assertion is mere effirontery under n consriousness that it
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Featherstone Duildings,- Holborn. ' T found: her sitting up in
bed; her body, head, and arms moviog involintarily aud
irrenistibly backwards and forwards incessaotly, as often ns
fifty times in a minute. The motion was really of the body,
which carried the head and arms with it. The breathing was
sometimes rapid, sometimes natural : and she fetched a deep
sigh about every minute; but sometimes .the sigh occurred
sponer, and then the mtrerval hefore the next was longer.
If she lay down, the same movement went on: but I was told
that it Jwayn cessnd during eleep. Her pabse was quick and
weak, She looked wery ill and very distreseed.

All this; I heard, had been going on above & year and »
half, with iuterinissions.  8he did not seem to be ofa vigor-
ous or even healtLy conatitution,

The family informed mwe that she had becn “a feeble
child,” but had gained strength as she advanced to fourteen
or fifteen years of age, and from this period fo eighteen or
nineteen wag generalfy loyed in active exercise. At the
latter period;, however, mtﬁwt any apparent rensou, she be-
came low spirited ; lost her appetite, and lost her strength,
especially in the back, and frequently felt erhausted alinost
to fainting. She was troubled with giddiness and sharp pain
in the front of the ekest ; and any exertion produced pain in
the right side. After a twelvémonth she had cold erteping
sensationy, alternating with hot flashes,

At length, in Angyst, 1849, the extraordinary movement
made its appearance. It began in the lower part of the chest,
ther extended to the highexr, carrying with it the shou]ders
and arms, aod ultimste %y carried the head slso. It was
rather greater when she was sitting than whea she was lying.
She became exceedingly eensitive and excitable: bnt the
uterine and alviae fmetiuns' were nedisturbed. But she was

is wige for Mr, Wakley to be silent henceforth upun meamerism @ ainee, after
having killed it, extingunished it for ever, and prqh us 3l to be fools and woree,
and sl our patients barefaced impostors, he, biting his neils and bis Yps, he.
holds mesmerism Bourishing everywhere—all our scootnts of mesmeric phenomen
confirmad, and wonderfal and blessed ceres and alieﬂattonu of pain effected
hoarly by it in all quarters.

The Lancel declared that my mesmeric curd of 2 yexuime cancer wai oue crrthe
grossest puffs, and boested that huodreds and thousands of csses of cancer hed
been cured by pressure. Whare are they 7 'Where is pressars uwsed sdccessfully

inst cancer ? in what hospital, metropalitan or provincial #  This fulse asser-
tion 8lso was sheer effrontery : and what has resulted from it but disgrace > (No.
XXVILL., p. 377.}=1¢ falsely accused me of being & homieopathist: and it
never retracted the falschood,, fully exposed (No. XXXV, p. 265).—Tt
falaly msserted that T was eapelled from Usiversity College. I told the Editor
that he knew thin was a falsehood. But ho has never retracked (No. XXXV,
p. 302). Al this shows great short-sightedness. For the lrour ia sure te come
when truth and integrity are required of every man.,

VOL. X. LD
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subject to attacks of vomiting that lasted severnl days. These
movements had continued nearly twenty months, with four
intermisgions of a few weekas.

The first attack of the movement lasted in round numbers
six weeks, and was followed by an intermission of two.

The second Iasted sixteen weeks, and was followed by an
intermission of six.

The third lasted ten days, and was followed by apn inter-
mission of four weeka,

The fourth lasted fourteen weeks, and was followed by an
intermission of four weeks. :

The fifth had lasted thirty weeks, when T firat visited her.

But her health was constantly bad. Her sleep was not
sound, and was often disturbed with dreaming. In the inter-
missions she wae very much troubled with a cough, which,
however, continued in some degree at all times, After some
violent hysterical attacke she omce lost her voice for four
months to within a fortnight of my first visit. The more
rapid the movementa the more frequent and sudden was ob-
served the aighing to be; and sometimes it amounted to a
sudden catch of the breath,

The family medical attendant, Mr. Reobins, of Bedford
Street, Covent Garden, administered for {wenly monihs all
the medicines which he counld think of as likely to be bene-
ficial, watching their effects most assiduously: but without
the leas! abatement of the symptoms.

About this time, Mr. Collins, the miniature pamter of
Somerset Street, who knew mesmerism to be 8 great truth,
and had made a beauntiful drawing of Miss Emma Melhuish
in her extatic delirium of holy rapture* that was exhibited at
the Royal Academy, bearing of the case from Mr. Ross, advised
him to make a trial of mesmerism. The fatker had no faith
in the reality of mesmeric effects, but promised to speak to
her medical attendant upon the subject. Mr, Robins, highly
to his honour, at once acceded to the proposal that I should
be consulted upon the subject, and that mesmerism shounld
be employed if I considered it advisable,

I accordingly met Mr. Robins, and advised a steady and
continued employment of mesmerism as the only thing at all
likely to effect a cure, though I had no objection to any me.
dicine that she was taking being continued: and it was con-
tinued a litfle while, though it had done no good. In order
to instruct them ¥ mesmerised her myself for half an hour at
this visit, but produced not even sleepiness: yet she grew

* See No. IV.
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compfortably warm during the process. The next morning de-
cided imprevement appeared: for the movements no longer
carried the head with them, but only thrust the shoulders,
arms, and chest forwards.

Had I not been asked my opinion upon the propriety of
wmesmerism, 1 should not have spoken of it. For it is my
rule never to mention mesmerism either in consultation with
others or when I see a patient alone. This injurious rule has
been forced upon me by finding some patients or their friends
fancying, and, to the disgrace of the profession, some me-
dical men pretending, that mesmerism is a black, ocenlt,
satanical art—as though a human being conld do anything
preternatural, and as though the manipulations of mesmerism
were less & natural process than the turning of an electrical
apparatus, or friction: and other patients and their friends,
and, to the disgrace of the profession in regard to common
sense, commobn information, or common honesty, other me.
dicel men, opposed to mesmeriem as an imposture, an un-
reality, and an absurdity.

Mr. Kobins, etill more to his eredit, consented to mes.
merise her, and operated daily for a week. A zister took her
io hand for a week. From that time her mother meamerised
her daily for two months,

The improvement which bad hegun after my single mes-
merisation steadily advanced under the hands of Mr. Robins
and Miss Ross, so that the movements ceased entirely tn about
a fortnight from the commencement of mesmeric {reatment, and
have never returned.

The movement had shewn itself first in the lower part of
the chest and extended till it ineluded the shoulders and
then the head: and its declension followed the inverse
course, firat cessing to implicate the head, and lessening
downwards.

No sleep was induced for the first week, notwithsianding
the complaint had decidedly lessened very much. But at the
end of a week she began to sleep, and presently slept for
half an hour. At the end of a fortnight more, and ever
afterwards, she always went to sleep in five or ten minutes,
and remained asleep for two or three hours,

After the second mesmerisation the movements were sua-
pended for two days, and the arms trembled incessantly,

She described the state as different from common sleep,
inasmuch as she was cognizant of all that passed, She al-
ways woke up spontaneously and refreshed, and slept hetter
at vight than formerly.

However cold she might be when mesmerization was begun,

pp?2
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she invariably grew warm under it. This effect always shews
a powerfully beneficial influence to be exerted: and care
should always be taken that the room and the operator and
his hands, and, if possible, the patient also, be thoroughly
warm before the process is commenced.

Whenever the process was commenced, even though she
were pretty still, she began starting, and continued to start
till the movements declined under the passes.

Her general health uaderwent an immediate and pro-
gressive 1mprovement. Her appetite returmed; she slept
soundly and cemsed to dream; she lost her depression of
spirits; she no longer had attacks of vomiting; she regained
her strength ; and bas contioued up to the present moment
in good health.

I was indifferent to the medicines which Mr. Robins was
giving, All medicines had failed up to that very moment:
snd all ‘medicines I knew must {ail,

Thia case is another of the innumerable Answers to the
gilly twaddle of too many medical men—suceessful, either sly
and quiet or buetling and talkipg, money-makers, plausible
sgribblers, dogmstining lecturers—that mesmeric cures are re-
ferable to faith and imagination only, Notonly had the father
no faith in the effects of mesmerism, bnt the patient was
absolutely prejudiced against it, and felt surprised at finding
herself improve. The improvement proved such that she
soon spontaneously acknowledged its power and its benefit,
and was anxioua for its administration.

It was very properiy continned for six months, and thus
the cure rendereg permanent.

I aw mever in a hurry to publish my cures, and & year
and three quarters have now elapsed since Mies Ross reco-
vered. The particulars were drawn up for me by an elder
sister twelve months since, and sent by Mr. Ross with. the fol.
lowing note :—

** 2, Featherstone Buildings, Holborn,
< Pecember 6, 1851,

“* Respected 8ir,—1 herewith send you the promised deseription
of my daughter’s case, and beg to return my most sincere thanks
for the sdvice you have given, which I feel assured has led to the
care of & most distressing complaint. :

I remain, Sir,
* Your much obliged and obedient servant,
** Dr. Elliotson.” “ Axprew Ross.
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V. Two Cases of wonderful relief from Pain, By the Rev.
Tnomas 8. MiLrivgron, of Noxthampton. Communi.
cated by Dr. Elliotson.

" He warned bis hearers against the b pathic sad eric fraude : and
observed that & medical man might, if praperly disposed, benefit his patients reli.

giously and moraily.”"—Lance?, Oct. 9. Introluctory Lecture, by Dr. Aldia, at
the Hunterian School of Madicine, Oct., 1852.%

Northampton, Neov. 25, 1852.

Dear Dr. Elliotson,—The power of mesmerism in the
cure of nervous disorders is so well known that I ehould
hardly have ventured to trouble you with the following cases
but for the peculiar circumstances conuected with them, and
for the suddenuess of the relief afforded by mesmerism after
every other remedy that could be thought of had beem tried
in vain,

A shoemzaker, a tall robust man living in the town, had
for the last sixteen years been subject to violent neurnlgic
prins in his forehead. The paroxysms occurred twice every
week, generally on Fridays and Sundays, and lasted from
about five o’clock in the morning (the time of his awaking)
until night, His sufferings were so severe as to be quite
notorious in the neighbourhood, and occasioned the greatest
distress to bis family and to all who witnessed them.

When 1 first saw him, sowe time in last May, his eyes
were closed so that he could with difficulty raise the hids or
bear the light even for a moment: he could scarcely walk or
stand, and described the pain as of a knife worming its way
from ope temple to the other. I immediately began to make
contaet passes from the centre of the forehead to the fingers’
ends. [n aboul a minule he opened hiz eyes and declared
himself much befter: within five minutes the pain was gone
from the forehead and had lodged, though with- much less
severity, in the back of lis head ; I removed it thence with
two or three passes to the shoulder, and then with a single
movement of the band be was relieved from it altogether.

This was on Friday, and the following Sunday (the day

* In the Notices to Correspondents, Oct 2, 1852, 1. 318, the Lancef suys;
1tJ, R. We canont recomumend our correspondent to enter s a atodent at the
Huaterian Sehoal of Medicioe :” snd on Det. 9, p. 339, admits a letter from
" & Medicel Popil,”* who is glad that the Lercel hias given such advive, beeause
having entered ne & pupil be found a lecturer and dingy benches but no students
in & ropra, and then, after entering a cetlar and ascending & ladder, fovnd a clogs
of studeuts, one of whom was asleep; and on & second visit found neither lec-
turer nor sudience, snd was told Ly the porter that the lecturer hiad been, but
bad left, a8 he found nohody to lecture to.

TFhis was very unkind of the Lencet after what poor Dy, Aldis had written
aguinst mesmerism,
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on which his paroxysm usually returned) was one of the hiap-
piest and most comfortable he had ever spent, The pext
Friday he was agnin attacked, and when T entered his room
(being sent for) a crowd of persons had assembled to witness
the cure. He was relieved as speedily as before, and his
attacks have become less and less frequent ever since. He
now comes to me as goon as they occur and is relieved almost
instantanecusly, and the Iast interval between the paroxysms
was of rather more than four weeks’ duration. Thus instead
of nearly one-third of bis waking time being passed in &
state of extreme torture, (the debilitating effects of which
were so great as almost to incapacitate him from work during
the intervals,) he now suffers only for a few minutes once in
a month, He would probably have been wholly cured long
ago, but for my occasional ahsence from Northampton, and
for the grief and trouble he has experienced on the loss of
two children within & very short period. He has never been
mesmerised except at the times and in the manner I have
described, and being entirely sceptical as to the power of
mesmerism was only induced to try it by the persuasion of
his wife : his astonishment at the result could only be equalled
hy his delight and gratitude.

A similar case to the above, though not terminating so
favourably as yet, is that of an elderly female, who has been
suffering for twenty-five years from pain in the head and eyes,
accompanied sometimes by sickness. This person had for.
metly lived for eight years in the family of a physician in this
town, who has distinguished himself by his opposition to
mesmerism, and had since been for fifteen weeks in the
Northamptonshire General Infirmary. She had been blis-
tered and bled and treated in every way that medieal skill
could suggest for the cure of her malady, and waz rather
worse than better., The paroxysms frequently occurred twice
in a8 week, aod seldom less than three times in a fortnight ;
and the effects produced upon her system were wuch that she
was, of late, never absolutely well or free from pain.

When I called to see her she was almost blind, and counld
scarcely stand or move. Contact passes, as in the former
case, removed the pain immediately, and in a very few mi-
nutes she declared herself “better than she kad been at the
best of times for many months past.” For three weeks sub-
sequently she was not only free- from any recurrence of the
pain, but enjoyed such health and spirits and kept so ur-
usually well at night, that the change in her appearance was
ohservable by all who knew her.
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She has since had & return of her pains; but I am satis-
fied that the beneficial effect so quickly produced might be
rendered quite permanent in this, as well as in the former
case, if the patient could be regularly and properly mes-
merised for a sufficient period.

Is it not a very sad and painful reflection that where so
much relief may be afforded by an agency which most per-
sous are capable of exercising, it should be so difficult to
procure its application ? There has been so much opposition
to mesmerism in this town, that few are willing to practise
it: it has been ridiculed as & nonectity, an * airy nothiog,”
and at the same time condemned as dengercus and huriful !
Ita beneficial effects are, however, known to many who are
equally sensible that it can do no harm except where repeatedly
and grossly abused, 1 am constantly applied to by sufferers
from among all classes of the people, and have frequently
afforded relief, or effected perfect cures, in cases of deafness,
head-ache, rheametism, &c., &c.; but my heslth will not
allow me to practise mesmerism, and it 18 with much pain
and reluctance that I am often eompelled to refuse assistance
where I feel conviaced it might be effectually rendered by
any competent persan at the cost of a little time and trouble.

Would that we had one medical man among us who would
candidly investigate the truths of mesmerism, aod boldly
follow the example of those by whose noble and resolute
efforts in other parts of England this beautiful and valuable
science is being constantly applied to the beuefit of our suf-
fering fellow-creatures |

I am, dear Dr. Elliotson,
Yonrs very truly and obliged,
Tros. 8. MiLLiNGTON,
Late Curate of St. Sepulchre’s, Northampton,

VI, Cure of Lock-jaw in twenty minutes, of Ophthalmie, and
Epilepsy. Ty Mr. Hoeres, of Bolton.

14 Bhe has done her best to forward the desired end; but neither her own cuve,
por even that of her favourits cow—given up by the veterinary faculty—han been
able to convinee the *ignorant of the educated classes’ that mesmerism in soy of
its shapes is mare or less than o gross imposture,”—Quarferly Review, June,
1852; p. 168, Review of Miss Martineau's History.

TO THE EDITOR OF THIR Z0OIAT.

Lock-jaw.
Sin,—1I take this opportunity of forwarding you the case
of cure of lock-jaw, which is confirmed by Capt. Hudsen, of
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Liverpool, who has had a personal interview with the man,
then employed by my brother Robert., Some twelve months
ago his arm was caught in a paper machine, and both burnt
and bruised. Haviug three miles to walk to his doctor te
have it dressed, he one day caught cold by getting wet, which
brought on a severe illness. He was atiended by two me-
dical men. Lock-jaw was expected to come on, and did so in
a few days: he then gave up all hopes of his recovery, Having
heard of his case, I went to see him : found his jaws firmly
fixed, and, as he told me afterwards, the whole of his body
was 88 it were contracted. I told him my errand;, and pro-
mised him relief by mesmerism io a few minutes. He at
once consented, and I commenced mesmerising him in the
usunl way, e soon experienced relief, and opened his jawa
to the great astonishment of himself and wife. Likewise the
contraction and hardness of the bowels, &c., pave way, and
he sat up in perfect composure without pain, and conversed
as though nothing had been the matter. His health improved
rapidly, and he was soon convalescent and at his work again.
I may say thai his medical attendaet told him that he never
know but ooe case of a similar nature recovered from better,
and that one was aot so bad.

The man wishes not to have his name poblished : but will
give you his address, , Lomax Bank, Little Lever.

Countrast the above with the following experiments that
have been tried in the Tonga Islanda for the cure of lock-
jaw, vig,, that of inflicting on the wretched patient a pain
which shall be more excruciating than the ome which he then
endaores, thus restoring the equilibrimm. It is said to have
heen successful, but the operators complain that they can get
few to submit to it.

Inflammation of the Eye.

Mrs. Edwards, wife of a travelling preacher, then resid-
ing in Derbyshire, about two years 2go caught an inflamma-
tion of the eye. After her medical attendant had exerted all
his powers in vain for four weeks, he told her he had done all
he could for her. 8he then determined on coming to Bolton
and placing herself under the care of an experienced medical
man of the Eye Institute. She had been here five days, but
no improvement had tsken place; when 1 first heard of her
situation. I immediately went to see her. She was in a dis-
tracted condition: had almost lost her reason through ex-
cessive pain. Her eye to all appearance was a lump of liver.
She had had about two dozen leeches on around the eye and
about a dozen blisters, without any improvement. More
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being ordered by her medical man, I advised her to leave
them salone, and said 1 would remove the inflammation by
mesmerism, which 1 commenced in the usual way. Ina few
minutes she said her pain was goue, and continued easy for
two hours, during which time she siept. She had been a
perfect stranger to sleep since the commencement, Before
she reached Bolton a quantity of deposit had collected upon
the pupil of the eve, producing blindness of that eye, Her
medical attendants told her she would be blind of it as long as
she lived, and likewise gave her no hopes of the other; for
they expected she wonld lose the sight altogether before the
inflammation could be stayed. Under the influence of mes-
merism she gradually improved, and the inflammation was
gone in three or four days, Mesmerism was continued for
some time to remove the matter from the pupil of the eye.
This was accomplished. Having got her sight she rejoices,
and is a true convert fo mesmerism,

Before discharging her doctor, she considered it her duty
to make kpown the secret to him, He had not been aware
before that she was mesmerised, but had wondered at the
delightfol change. He attributed it to her imagination! if
he were right, that would be mors wonderful still,

Dr. Chadwick of this town attended both cases.

A boy about eleven years of age, of this town, was af.
flicted with fits of insensibility for eight yesrs, and had been
discharged from the infirmary as incurable, Having acci-
dentally met with him, I offered my services to cure him by
mesmerism, After it hed been continued for a fortnight
without any change, he commenced rapidly to improve, and
was almost well at the month’s end. He now promises to be
a useful son to his mother, whereas before he was one per-
801’8 care.

Having vow given you three cases I leave them to your
own disposal, and could cite many more, but I fear I am
now trespassing too much upon your valnable time.

I remain, yours truly,
' Josere HuenEs.
Bolton, Oct. 11, 1852,
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VIY. Rapid Cure of Inflammation and ils effects. By H. T.
Huurureys, one of the Society of Friends.

1o slluding to medical beresies, such a3 hommopathy, hydropathy, and
meamerizm, it was remarked by the lecturer that the best antidote to all such
delusions waz a close attendance in the wards of an bospital.""— Medical Tiomes,
Oct, 17, 1852, Opening Lecture of the Medical Seasion st Guy's Hospital by
Dr. Alfred 8. Taylor, Oct. 1852.%

Kilmacow, Waterford, 25th 11 mo., 1852.

Respected Friend Dr. Elliotson,—I1 take the liberty of
sending thee a short account of a cure 1 effected lately, not
that it is anything very wonderful in itself, but that the great
hody of facts is composed of contributions from different in-
dividuals,

On the 6th inst,, E. M., 2 man, upon whom I had fre.
qnently acted in the suggestive state and two or three times
thrown into mesmeric sleep, came to me about 74 p.m. that
I might mesmerise him for the purpose of my trying some
experiments. He told me before he sat down that he had a
small swelling under the left arm-pit, which was very sore,
and wished me to cure it if possible; consequently when I
had indoced eleep I directed his attention toit. He said he
thought it arose from, or was connected with, a sore in the
hand between the farefinger and thumb, and that a few
passes would remove it. I made a few passes: after which
he said, “ O thank you, Sir; it's melted away now.” I took
no farther trouble at that time; but on the morning of the
8th he again came to me, and complained of both hands,
which were much swollen and inflamed and covered with pus-
tules, T induced sleep again, and asked him about them.
He directed me to make passes along the arms. 1 made
passes slowly along the arms from the shoulders and off from
the finger-ends, and to my surprise and delight in lesz than
ten minutes the swelling and inflammation were gone, but the
pustvles remained. Expecting these would heal in a few days,
I dismissed him; but on the 18th he spoke to me in the
evening and complained of their being very sore, though the
swelling had not returned at ali. T again put him into mes-
meric sleep and asked him what was best for them. He said,

* To shew how a clome or a loose attendence upon the wards of an hospital
would prove an antidote to a conviction of the truth of mesmeriem, would puzzle
& grester conjaror than Dr. Alfred Taylor, s mesmeriam is never employed in
them. Ap sitendance upon the wards of any hospital would make a man of
feeling nigh for some such mighty curative end sasuaging power 28 mesmerism, on
witnedsing the fearfu! nomber of deaths snd of patients diecharged from it un-
cured wnd nnrelieved. This is the sama sagacious gentleman who informed the
readers of his Medical Garette that nobody reads ThAe Zoist but the impostors
who publish their cases in it. Sce No. XXVIL., p. 302.
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‘¢ Mesmerised water,” I then woke him, and meemerised
ahout a pint of water, which I gave him. On going out into
the dark he declared that the waler emitied a blue light. 1
did pot see him again till the evening of the 15th, when he
shewed me his hands, from which the pustules and sores had
departed, Jeaving their traces in the shape of new skin on
the spots where they bad been. He averred that this had
been the case since the morning of the 14th ; bat, admitting
that it was not so, and that the cure was not perfect before
the moment of iny seeing the results, it was still wonderfully
rapid.
pA friend of mine has urged me to send thee this case for
The Zoist, and I do so at his request, thongh I do not think
it is worthy of insertion in that valuable journal. Thou art,
however, heartily welcome to print or burn this communica-
tion just as thou may think best: if the former, thou may
print my name if thou wilt; in short, make any use thou
may wish of this letter,
Permit me to subscribe myself,
Thy ardent admirer,
H.T. HumraREYS.

VIIL. A Case of Trance, Insensibility lo mechanical causes
of pain, Clairvoyance, and Monomania, in Siam* For-
warded by Dr, Elliotson,

+The extraction of ealculi from the bladder without breaking them up, was
practised in Egypt from time immemorisl : the French surgeon who sccompanied
Buoonapsarte in bis expedition saw the operation performed there.” ‘' In the year
1506, Antonio Benevieni performed the operation of percussion, for the intra-
duction of which, in modern times, wo sre indebied to Beron Heartelowp.”
s [n 1671, Ciucci, an Italisn surgeon, apeaks of 8 Zemacula iricuspis, with which
the calculus was seized and broken up inte frogmenta.” ¢ Sir Philip Crampton
mentions the hiatory of ao Irish gentleman, in 1559, who was cured of stone by
some instraments passed into the bladder and amployed to break up the calcelns,

* The firat idea of endeavouring to care stone in the bladder without having
recourse to the knife, seema to have presented itself to M, Civiale in the year
1817, He wos then a medical student of very limited means, and employed, 1
believe, 8s an externe by M. Dupeytrea, Having made a few experiments, and
constricted some maodels in wood, he made an applieation to the French Minister
in July, 1618, for pecuniary aid towards constructing his instrument ; and at the
same time forwarded a short memoir with drawings, entitled, Some defoils ofF a
Fithatriptic. The Minister of the Interior sent, es is the custom, M. Civiale's
memoir to the Faculty of Medicine, who appointed Barona Percy and Chaussier
to report on it : bot these gentlemen took no notice whatever of the poor student’s
invention. Hiy memoir remained forgotten in the archives of the Faculty.™

* Extracted from Journal of Three Voyages along ihe coasl of China in
1831, 1832, and 1833, with nctices of Siam, Corea, and the Loo-Choo Felands,
By Charles Gut2lsff. To which is prefixed, an Introductory Easay on the Policy,
Religion, &c., of China, by the Rev. W. Eliis, suthor of Polynesian Resarches,
&c. London: 1834.

-
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“ M. Amussat, in April, 1822, described, in a few lines, an instrument which
he had inveoted for crushing stone.” ‘! He was soon followed by M. Leroy, now
better known s3 M. Leroy d’Etpcilles. In June, 1922, M. Leroy produced his
instroment, and in April, 1823, be prodaced a moch better instrument.”’  ** The
appearsace of this little irstrument drew M. Civiale from the silence which be
bad hitherto observed ; for it in neceasury to vemark that up to May, 1823, he
had not - published n single line on lthotrity.” ** In January, 1824, M. Civiale
sddrersed to the Institcie a memoir, which wes itmediately refetred to Barom
Percy and Chaussier, the same reporters who had been appointed by the Faculty
of Medicine iu 1818, This time M. Civisle was more fortunate.” “ Oun the
22nd of Mareb, the reporters, having the original documents of 1818 in their

ion, and examined the vearicud modifications of M. Civiale, together with
t‘.he pmofs which he offered, sent in a report, which established M. Cilrinle’s
right not oaly to the di&mery of the principle, but of the means by which it has
been carried into practice.” —Lectores on Lithotomy and Lithotrity. By William
Coulson, Esg. Lancet, July 3, 1952.

Ir is certain not only that all mesmeric phenomena occur in
peculiar states of the system independeutly of mesmerism,
but that they occur in all countries and have occurred at all
times.

The forious Fellows of the Royal Medical and Chirurgieal
Society wha at once clamourously set down the poor man as
a vile impostor whose leg on account of agonizing disease was
amputated at Nottinghamehire without any pain ; and laughed
assent when Sir Benjamin Brodie assured them kuowingly
that the man at Tinsbury, near Bath, who fell into a trance
and was insensible to the most viclent treatment which the
ignorant sceptics could inflict, was an impostor, may read the
following history if they choose. But I am not at all anxious
that they should. Qur cause has now triumphed over col-
leges, societies, professors, editors of journals, and practi-
ticners titled and untitled.

“ About four menths ago, one of the princesses died. In a oeigh-
bouring province there dwelt a young female, who fell iuta & trance,
and who, on recovering, afler having remained in that state above
two days and nights, declared herself the identical princess who died.
To prove her assertion, she maintained that she could mention every
article which the princess had possessed during ber life-time, It is
reported that her enumeration of these was correct, although she
had never known the princess. The governor of the province thonght
this fact so extraordinary, that he sent the poor creature to the king
of Siam, One of the princes was appointed to examine her. She
persisted in the fact that she was the princess, his sister, and again
recounted the possessions of the aforesaid princese, adding that a
mighty power had transformed ber; stating, that Trevioully to her
trence she was very dark, but that since that period she had become
fair. Both the king and prince were 50 mdlgnant, that they ordered
her to receive thirty lashes, and have the instromeots of torture
applied to her bands aud head. That used for the head consists of
two flat pieces of wood ; the head being placed between these pieces,
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the ends are gradually drawn together, so tightly as to foree the eye-
balls from their sockets, and cnuse an effusion of blood from the
ears, Smaller pieces of wood are placed between the fingers and
drawa together, 9o as to cause blood to start from the Goger-nails.
These tortures were applied, the thirty lashes given, and borne in
the presence of hundreds, without a sigh or a groan, Two days
afterwardy, she was re-examined ; and persisting in the same asser-
tions, was sentenced to receive filty lashes, snd again to submit to
tortures : such was the quiet fortitude with which ahe bore it, that
the people declared that she must be superhuman. At the end of
each punishment she mildly said, T have told yon, and do tell you
again, I em the princess.' To render the situation of this wretched
individual still more distressing, ome of the king’s telepoys {priests)
told his majesty, that the sacred books cootained a prophecy, that
whenever such & person should arise, the kingdom of Biam would
pass to ancther nation. This raised the king's wrath to despair: a
grave council was summoned to devise fresh puniehmeut; decapita-
tion, with the extermination of her family, was proposed; but
instead of this, she was sentenced to receive uinety lashes, which
last she hore with the same fortitude g3 belore. It was then deereed
that she should be seated on a raft of bamboo, and turned sadrift on
the open sea. But the above-mentioned telepay, touched with com-
passion, interposed in her behalf, saying, ‘%go could tell whether
this were the very person of whom the iook spoke 1" This allayed
the wrath of the king, and the poor woman wns sentenced to grind
rice in the king’s Lkitchen during the remaminder of her life 1 p. 20,

IX. The Mesmerist, ' '

He stands hefore a gather’d throng, strange knowledge to
unfold, :
Charming the dazzled faney like the fairy-tales of old ; ,
Yet must he brook the idle jeat, the cold and doubting snesr,
He hath no beaten path to tresd, no practised courss to steer.

The wondrons science that he strives to bring to life and light,
Is softly, faintly breaking from the misty shades of night;
And scoffing prejudice upbraids the pure and genial ray,
Because it doth not burst at once to bright and beaming day.

He tells the healing benefits that thro’ this power arise,

How sweet and soothing sleep may seal the weary mourner’s
eyes

How raging madness may be checked, how sufferers may
obtain ]

The boon of deep oblivion thro’ the keencst throhs of pain.
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Aupon he dwells on loftier themes, and shows how mind may
claim

An empire independent of the still and slumbering frame;

Donbt ye the proofs, ye careless throng, submitted to your
view ?

Hold ye them in derision because yet untried and new?

Know that imprevements ever weud a tardy course on earth;

And though Wisdom’s mighty goddess gained perfection at
her birth,

Her children reach by slow degrees the vigour of their prime,

For the wisdom of this lower world requires the growth of
time,

None wish ye on the statements of s single voice to rest,
The marvels ye have witnessed ve are urged to prove and test;
Survey them in their varied forms—inguire—observe—iu-
gpect—
Watch—meditate—compare—delay—doallthingsbut neglect.

If ye bear in mind the lessons that to-day ye have been taught,
Ye need not lack materials for intense and stirring thought;
And my simple Isy can little add an orator's discourse,

8o gifted with the energy of intellectual foree,

But 1T ask ye, if your cherish’d ones sharp anguish should
endure,

Which the stated arts of medicine had in vain essayed to cure,

Would it not grieve you to reflect ye might those pangs allay

While jestingly and mockingly ye cast the means away ?

Mistake me not—TI prize not aught however great or wise,

If held not in subjection to the God who rules the skies;

To me all knowledge would be poor, all splendour woald be
dim,

All hoons unsafe, all joys untrue, unless derived from Him,

And if eagerly this wondrous power I witness and approve,
It is because I know no bounds to heaven’s amazing love;
And I cannot by the pedant rules of critic caution scan

The depths of those exhaustless gifts his mercy pours on man.

By Mry. Abdy, widow of the lafe Rev, Mr. Abiy,
of 82 John's, Soutlwark.
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X. Adn instance of the effect of maternal menial impression
upon fhe offspring before its birth. By Mr, WrLLram
Snewine. London. Communicated by Dr. Fliiotson,

* The power of imegioation is of three kinds : the firgt, npon the body of ths
imoginant, including likewise the child in the mother's womb ; the second, is the
power of it upon dead bodies, s plents, wood, stone, metal, &c. ; the third, ia the
power af it upon the spirita of men and living creatures.”—Logp Bacon, Na-
tural Hiztory, cent, x,, p. 945.

Tre power of mental impression has alwaya been acknow.
ledged by the medieal and general world: but the former
have not {Jelieved half the extent of its power; and the power
of mental impression during pregnancy has been altogether
scouted in the last half century by toe many fancied-preémi-
nent medical men. Al my medical teachers dismissed the
iden with contempt. Tn my Human Physivlogy so far back
as 1820, long before I knew anything of mesmerism, I ex-
pressed myself satisfied of its truth: and in the last edition
was the following statement :—

“ Many people are satisfied that mental impressions made upon
the mother may affect the offspring. Others, as Mr. Lawrence,*
consider it needless to pursue ‘a question on which gll rationg] per-
sons well acquainted with the eircumstances are already vosnimous.’
«This belief,” continucs he, ¢in the power of imagination, like the
belief in witcheraft, is greater or less according to the progress of
knowledge, which in truth differs greatly in different countries and
heads. We know that many enlightened women are fully convinced
of its absurdity, while soi-diaant philosophers are found to support
it’+ So many extraordinary coincidences, however, both in the
human and the brate subject, have come to my kuowledge, that I do
not hesitate to believe the common opinioa to be well founded ; nnd,
sinee I declared in my edition of 1820 my inclination to support the
opinion, I find it has many supporters.t That neither all nor most

® o Med, Chir, Trans., vol. xiv., p. 208, 1814,

t+ " *We may perhaps be excased,” says Dr. Fletcher, ! from st once chiming
in with the accustomed cant that the emotions of the mother ** cannof posxidly”
have any effect on its organiam, We ‘* cannof possibly” explaia perbapa what is
the immeiiate process by which aach vitiated secretions bave this effect, nor shall
we ba able to do e, till we know & little more of the vis plaglica thaa its nn-
mercud appellations ; buf neither shall we be able, till then, to explain why this
efect sbould be impogsible, It ia much essier in these matters to look shrewd
and ineredulus-odi-isk, than to give any good reason for our unbelief ; and if the
result of a process, however well accredited, is ot to be believed in, till the nature
of that process has been satisfactorily explained, we must be content to snspend
for the present our belief in our own existence.” (Rudimenis of Physiology,
pt ii,, p. 12.)"" My, Lawrence’s ignotence and dogmetism are in harmony with
the want of wisdom that has been conspicaons throoghout his life. For this I
pity him ; the fault is in his ceadbral composition. Bat his infuence upon the
young and the superficial adalt requires opposition.

t Y Sir Everard Home ¢PAIl Trans., 1825, p. 75, 2qq.}, and, seccording ta
Burdach, who considers the occurvence of monstrosity from this canee to be an
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malformstions can be thus explained; that peegnant women are
frequently slarmed without such consequences, even when most
drended, and that highly ridiculous resemblances are fancied to pre-
ceding longiogs and alarms which were forgotten or may he well
suspected to have pever existed, is incontestable. But, in other
matters, when a circumstance may proceed from many causes, we do
not universally reject any one because it is frequently slleged without
reason. A tﬂmhm will arise from ingestn wrong in quality or

incontestable fact {§ 360), Bechatein (Gemei irige Naturgerchichte, 1., 17,
oq.), Stark fArchiv. fir die Geburishiilfe, v., 574), Schneider (Journal fir Fe-
burtsddlfe, 3., 86; zvi,, 121), Sache (Hist. Nal. Duor, Lewceihiop., p. 3),
Balz ( Medezin, Zeil., v., 109), Kiein (Meckel's Deuiches drediv,, i, 235),
Corua (Zur LeAre von Schwangerehqfl, i, 217), Brandis {Hufeland's Jowrnal
der. Proci. Heilkunde, 1815, 38), Howre (Gerson's Megar., vil., 470}, Toone
{(f8., viil,, 130}, have given examples in ite favour, Baer, whose name will carry
weight, relates the following fact :—

*4: A pregnont woman was greatly alarmed at the aight of a lengthened fame
in the direction of her native place ; ag ghe was at a distenoe from this of 14 leaguas,
it wos long before sba learnt the place of the fire, and this protracted uncertainty
probably acted forcibly upon her imagination, for she afterwarda declared she had
the Sgnre of the fame copstantly before her eyes. Two or three months after
the fire, sho gave birth to a girl with a red patch oo ber forehead, pointed, and
like ac endalating Bame, This still existed at the age of 7 years. I relate thia
fact beconse I know sl the perticulars, for the individual was my owp sister ;
and I heard her complain before her delivery that she bad the fiame constantly
before her eyees so that we were not obliged in this case, a2 in mest others, to
ne;?b to the past in order to explain the anomaly.' (Contributivs to Burdach,
§ .

o ?n §t. Giles's workhouse is a women 30 years old, with s remarkably smali
narrow head, looking like an elderly child, very idiotic, saying notbing but aye
and no, and io incessant motion. She wan born in a state of chorea, and before
ber birth the mother was for the last twe months of pregnancy snnoyed and some-
times overcome by her violemt movement. AN thie hed followed 'an extreme
norvoud iloess” occasioned by a frightfully disguating object thrown wpon her
bosora” in the fourth month of pregnancy. {Lend. Med, Gazefle, May 23, 1833,

=1 have seen a child with so exect o likeness of a leech full of bicod sa
banging down with its point highest, on the leg of the child of & lithographis
printer, that at a lLittle distance any one wanld suppose & leech was there, The
mother told me that in her fourth month of pregnancy she bad occasion to apply
some leeches : that one remained Jonger than the rest and hung down full of bloed.
This rather frightened her and she dreamt about it. Mr. Hillas of Holborn,
her accouchenr, through whose kindness I saw the child, informed mo that, when
the child wan born and ke obseryed the mark, he asked the mother if she bad been
frightsned or bad Ionged for anything. She replied by asking if the child was
marked ; and, on receiving sn anawer in the afirmative, said, Oh! it muat be
with & leech; and then refated the same partioulars which she sfterwards told me,
A remsikable case wan poblished in the Lawnd. Med, and Physic. Journal for
July 1828, by Mr George Bennett, so well koown for his contribotion to antural
bistory. A woman gave birth to & child with a Iarge cluster of globular tumors
growing from the tangus and preventing the closare of the month, in colour,
shape, snd size, exactly resembling gur common gropes; and with a red ex-
crescence from the chest s exactly resembling in figure and geveral appearance
a torkey’s wattles, On being questioned hefore the child was shown her, she
answered that while pregnant she had scen sgme grupes, longed intensely for
them, and constantly thought of them, and once waa attacked by a turkey-cock.
Both growths were successfully removed, and Mr. Bennett was kind enocogh to
allow me to see them.
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quantity, from cold, cathartic substances, and alse from emotion ¢
and yet emotion has every day no such effect. The notion is of
great antiqhity, as it prevailed in the time of Jacob. How those
who helieve the Divine suthority of the Bible ean recoueile the
sueeess of Jucob’s stratagem™ with their contempt for the vulgar
belicf, they best ean tell,

* <+ And Jacob took him rods of green poplar, and of the hazel and chestmut
tree; and pilled white strakes in them, and made the white appear which was in
the rode. And be set the rods which he had pilled before the flucks in the gutters
in the wetering troughs, when the ftocks came to drink, that they shoull conceive
when they came to deink.  Aod the flocka conceived Lefore the vodd, sud Leought
fortly eattle ringstraked, epeckled, wod spotted.” (Gewesis, xxx.) Some have nr-
gned that, heesuse Jacob dreamt the rams which leaped were ringatraked,
speckled, and grisled, they were so,  IT thuy bad been, he would have seen them
speckled, S, when he was nwnke, The dream represents ouly that the effect
taking place was tho same o iF the mems had heen speckled, &e.

“ M. Girgu Duzareingues wcutipns that & violent blow was given to a bitch
« v - vj that she was prraplogic for some days, and, when she tsm:nduced ber eight
pupa, all, excopting one, had the hind legs wunting, owlformed, or woak. (Jour.,
da PAyriolog., t. vil}

* My, Milne gives an account of x pregnant ent of his own, the ond of whow
exfl wna trodden down with great violenee aud excreciating pain,  She produced
five kittens, perfest except in the tail, which was in each of them distorted neor
thl!":;i%, and colarged into o cartileginous knob, (Lianen Transael., vol. ia.,
P 323,

# Buch cases gre explained by Burdach and others on the ground of & gympathy
Lietwoen the injered part aud the fictus, But the general principle of the power
of the mother's menta) impression is sufficient to embrace them. For, 1, Thare
must be the mental impression in these accidents. 2. Where the wmatilativn bas
bern in another individual—the male, the effect may oceur § a0 thst mutilations
teuprd, p. 1114) wade fotentionally or accidentnlly in the male have been aup-
posed eapable of hereditary teangmission : uuless this be from menta! impression
in the male. 3, Burduch, to illustrute the sywpethy, cites Stark for the ease of
8 pregusht woman bitten severely . . . . by o dog and giving birth in three days
prematurely to o child with traces of leston . . ., sud subseqgoently sulject to
fits of epilepsy, before which it alwayy awoke, jumped vp. aud eried out that 4
dog wns biting him, though this hed never happened.  llowever the folluwing
vory cemarkalde ense From the Medical Times olpc["ch. 29 last, suggests anuviher
explanntion.  For & woman who witnessed o mutilation in another,—an amputa-
tion, prodeced a child with ouly s stump ¢ hut the sight of this stuu] coused
another progoant womsn to bring forth & child with & similar stump.

* ¢ Maris Juster, of Minchinhamptom, Gloucestorshirs, aged six yonra, met
with an accident, o brood.wheeled waggon hinving paased over her arm, which so
much mutilated it a8 Lo reguire imwediate swpatation, Mary Brinksworth (who
waa about two montlis advanced in pregnancy) took the child to the bospital, and
wae prescnt at the operation for the removal of the arm. At the full Bine of
utoro-gestation she was delivdred of a oy with the laft hand sad weist off jost
sbove the provator guadratns musele. Whan her child was abont fourteen montbe
old he was suddenly shown to Maria Weston, of Nailsthorp, who wa2 then preg-
nant and shout six wecks ndvanced, At the aight of tbe child’s arm (to nse hev
own expression) ** she became sick aad faintish,’” aad contineed il for au hour.
At the end of the nine monthe of pregonncy she was delivered of a girl with the
left hand and aroy defieient from al!:uut the insortice of the deltoid wusila,  The
arma of the two latter clildren which 1 sow presented exsctly the appenranoe us
if they had been smupuinted. T tbok the shove frowm the Matements of the two
wothers (Mory Brickaworth and Muria Weston) of the two children at the dis.
pensary, June 4, 1839)." "——[Mr. Capern relstes that—

[* Dan Fowler, Waat Exe, Tivorton, five wmouths old, Nov. ¢, 1850, When

YOL. X. EE
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“A curious fact is recorded on the authority of the late Earl
Morton. Me bred, from a male quaggs and a mate of soven-cighths
Arabian blood, a female hybrid, displaving in form sud colour ber
mixed origin. The marce was given to Sir Gore Quscley, who bred
from ber first a filly and then a colt, by a fine Liack Arabian lorse;
but both these in their colour and in the hair of their maues strougly
resembled the quagga. The resemblance appears to have been rather
less in the colt than in the filly, Dr, Wollaston soon afterwards
Tearnt a similar fact in the case of a sow, which, afler littering by a
boar of the wild breed, was put, long after the death of this, ton
boar of n differcot breed, and produeed pigs, some of which were
marked like the first baar; and even in a second litter by a third
boar some slightly resembled the first.®

'The same happens in the human subject ; for the following case
wns communicated to me on undisputable authority. ‘A lady, set.
19, was maried to a genlleman of & consumplive tendeney, mt. 21,
At the end of a year sﬁm hore bim a son. The child died of hydro-
cephalus, ret. 2; the husband, the year following, leaving the lady
a widow at 22, At 26 she married ngain, and had isgue six children,
—the last a bay.  As he grew up, it was remarked by all the lriends
of the first husband and admitted by the mother ficrself that her
sixth ckild was maore like her first husband than his own father.
Mereover, though borus of vohust parents without any ¢consumptise
teslency, he is delicate, and subject to tracheal ireitation and chest
attncks ; but is now grown up, living, and in good Lealth.’¢

born, his left arm wne oiterly usdlesa aud hoog bohind his back. Threo doys
after his bink bis grandipotber went to & medical man, whe cousidered that o
muscle wes deficient. A month afterwards the mother applied o thie geotloman.
Te sald nothing could be done untif the ehik] was three months old; but sug.
gested that ealt and water should be used. The same day she consnlted Me.
Capern, who theu for the first time mesmerised the child. Great mnisture was
produced along the course of the acm, and particularly at the finger's-end ; this
was in July., Mr. Capormn contined Lis wpetations daily for three mouths.
During two montbs the chikl always cried, hat after that he laoked up and luaghad
whilat being operated vpon,  About the cod of the st moith, the mother began
to vbserve the fingers move, and graduslly the entire arm ; then the child com-
nmenced to scize the articles within Lis resch aud to raise the arm op.

[** The presumied esuse of the child’s condition was the circumstunce of #
byotuer of Dan hoving been drowned, and tle first part of thu body ween by the
mother Leing jts Yeft orm, which cawsed & grent fright.  The mother gave birth to
Dun about four months afterwards, At birth the left arm e much smaller, at

resont it is miuch Inrger, than the other. Duaring the Insk two monthy the ¢hild

beew gradunlly geiting better 5 snd each time the operation is performed thare

is an incresse of warmth in the Bmb."” (The Afighly Curative Powiers qf Alce-

merigm, proved in uptogrds of a hundred gnd fifty corve of veripus Ihivases.
By Thowas Cepern, p. 85.7)

“* Ono fact runs through all these cases, and, as it alone ¢an explain wome, it
probably explains atl.

* 0P Tronx,, 18213 pti

1+ ** These facts are of high impartance in s civil point of view.

* A married meo may bave a brother very like bimeelf, He may die.  The
brother may be on the same terms of friendship with the widow au before ; and
thy widow may marry snother wman, aud produce a child clearly resembling the
Lrotber because it resetbles the frst busband, who has influenced the offspring
of the second ; and the woman's charncter may suffer wajustly,

- !
worl it
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e c(mne of the most intelligent breeders,’ says Mr. Boawell, *1
ever met with in Scotland, Mr. Mustard, of Angus, told me that one
of his cows chanced to come in senson, while uring on a field,
which was bounded by that of one of his neighbours, out of which
an ox jumped, end sssociated with the cow until she was brought
home for impregnation. The ox was white, with black spots, and
bhorned. Mr. M?stard bad not & horned beast in his possession,
nor one with aoy white on it. Nevertheless, the produce of the
following spring waa a black and white calf with horns,'*

“¢] had a pu§ bitch,” says Mr. Blaine, ‘whose constant com-
panion was a small and almost white spaniel dog of Lord Rivers’s
breed, of which she was very fond, en it became necessary to
separate her . . . . from this Jf;g, and to confine her with one of her
own kind, she pined excessively ; and notwithstanding her situation,
it was some time hefore she would admit of the attentions of the
pug dog laced with her. At length, however, she did so: impreg-
nation followed ; and, at the usual period, she brought forth five pug
puppies, one of which was elegantly white, and more slender than
the otheras, The spaniel was soon efterwards given away, but the
impression remained ; for, at two subseguent litters (whic{: were all
she afterwards had), she presented me with a white young one, which
the fanciers know to be a very rare occurrence, e late Dr. Hugh
Smith nsed to relate a similar instance which occurred to a favounite
female setter that often followed his carriage. On one occasion,
when travelling in the country, she became suddenly so enstoured
of p mongrel that followed her, that, ta separate them, he was
forced, or rather his anger irritated him, to shoot the moungrel, and
he then proceeded on bis journey. The image of this sudden fa-
vourite, however, still baunted the biteb, and for some weeks after
she pined excessively, and obstinately refused intimmcy with say
other dog. At length she sed n well-bred setier : but when she
whelped, the Doctor was mortified with the sight of a litter which,
he perceived, hore evident marks, partieularly in colour, of the fa-
voured cur, and they were accordingly deatroyed. The same slso
occurred in all her futare puppings: invariably the breed was tainted
by the iasting impression made by the mongrel.’+ -

“There could be nothing but imagination im the case, detailed
by Btark,$ of a pair of pigeons, which, having lost their own young
one, had & young blackbird put into their nest. This they con-
tinsed to {ake care of during the next incobation, and their fresh
yonng was no longer like them, ns the former bad been, but in colour
and marks the perfect image of their adopted stranger.§

* U Quarierly Journal of Agriculiure.

T * Inlermarrisge, p. 215, #qq.

1  Beitrigem zwr Prychisthon Anthrep., i., p. 291,

§ ** Frinch doclares that s bird hatched by one of & different species is o3 unfit
for procreation as s mule; Faber, that o drake hatched by & hen copulatea with
bens more willingly than with ducke; Bechatein, that a varisty of pigeorns with
binck wings wod tails, whoss young are never ualike their parents io colour, bave
a few red feathers in thoir wings or tails when thoy have been hatched by another

EER
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“ The effeet of the mingd in generation is shewn by the circom-
stance of s hen laying far more eggs than she otherwise woald, if
one of those already aud is removed from the nest daily, though no
fresh sexual intercourse take place. Erery bird lays & definite num-
ber, and if any are removed she contivues laying il the unmber is
completed. A swallow natarally lays six eggs; but Lister, by tak-
mg some away snccemsively, caused one to lay nineteen. The re-
maarkable power of the mind in maintaining the secretion of milk is
well known,

[ The secretion ia greatly influenced by moral circumstances.
A mother ofien finds s temporary decline of secretion if she subati-
tutes another child for her own or for one that she had previoasly
suckled for some time. A cow way give lezs milk when milked by
8 stranger. I a mother seea her child, or even thinks of it, she
wmay feel her breasts filling.

“Jobo Hunter satistied himsell experimentally of the truth of
the commop assertion,—ihat the she-ass gives milk no longer than
the impression of the foal is upon her mind. The skin of her foal
thrown over the back of another, and frequently brought pear her,
is sufficieat. [Journal of the Royal Institution, No. 2.)

**This opinion eoincides with the custom in Languedoe and on
Moent Caurasas, of placing a calf near its mother while milking,
from the conviction of its increasing the quoantity of milk. Accord-
ing to Le Vaillant, at the Cape of Good Hope, if the calf dies, its
skin is placed ou another while the cow is milking.

* After emotion of the mother, the child, if it sack the milk first
secreted subsequently, may suffer seriously in its heslth. :

“« Mr. Wardro Eﬂd removed a small tumor from bebind fhe ear;
all was doing well, till the mother fell inte a violent passion, and
suckled her child soon afterwards, when immediately it died in con-
vulsions, He was sent for hastily to see another chilg in convulaiony,
after takiog the breast soon after its norse hed been severely vepri-
manded ;: and Sir Richard Croft, the accoucheur who had charge of
the patient, informed Mr. Wardrop that he had seen very similar
instances, (Lancet, No. 516.} 2

“Dr. Hayn declares that he was summoned to a child whioh,de
just died in the ret of suckiog its mother, when she waa suddenly
alarmed at the entrance of a policeman with bad news, soon after
delivery. Dr. Berlyn meotions 2o infant, three mouths old, seized
with deadly paleness, hemiplegia of the left side and convulsions of
the right, on sucking immediately after its mother had met with
some distressing circumstance, g puppy has been seized with epi-
lepay on sucking its mother after s fit of rage. (Burdach, § 522.):r

i Every one acknowledges the power of the mind ia cansing both
fanctionsl and organic diseases, aad in maintaining ahd varying the
health, Now gemeration is subject Lo all the iaws of every other
function. Just as too meny forget that the brain is but like every

wariety: which hes an intermiztece . of rod foathers, (Bardsch, § 359.). I this
# trae, it showe on inf not indeed tal, but capable of penvirating a
rhell.
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other organ; that every organ has its own peculiar fanction, the
brain as well as the rest; but that every organ is subjeet to the same
general laws, and that the bruin differs wot at all in this peint of
view from others: so generation has been thought peculier in every
respect.  'Writers speak of it =s mysterious; just as if it was more
ysterions than anything else,—as if all was not mystery to us paor
creatures., It is a process of secretion, excretion, movement, &c.,
like other fanctions ; and the organs snd function of geoeration are
subject to all the cerebral influences, healthy and morbid, to which
ather organs are subject, though the function is peculiar,”

The following instance is, like mesmeric experiments and
cures in the brute divisiorn of animals, free from the poa-
aibility of a charge of collusion or trick.

It in furnished by Mr, W. Snewing, whose great cure, with
the interesting phenomena of sympathy of sensations in his
wife, and the mesmeric communication of temporary disease
from him to her and her to him, hypochondriasis from him
and rheumatism from her, way be found in Nos. XIX., XX, by
Dr. H. Holland and others equally ignorant of mesmerism.

The statement is in a letter to Mr. Baker, the able and
excellent head of my establishwent,

Joun EvnioTson,

77, Wells Street, Oxford Street,
- " Dear Baker,—I have just returned from my father, and
during my ‘stay there my sister told me of n case which
thought would perbaps be interesting to the Doctor. I shall
be obliged if you will present my respectful compliments to
him, and say that the cat of a neighbour of my father’s was
caught in a rat-trap by the fore-paws, from which she was set
free, but her paws were very much mangled by the teeth of
-the trap : it was a she-cat, in kitten at the time., When she
kittened, the two kittens were found to havo mal-formed fore.
~puwes, there being only two claws on each foot, I don’t know
:1f this will be anything wew to the Dootor, but I felt it my
‘chaty to commumnicate it to him, -
*'With kind regarda to Mrs. Baker,
** Believe me, yours truly,
Wi SNEWIRG,
" The kittens arc alive and well.” o

XI. A few Notes on * Chapters on Mental Physiology, by Henry
Holland, M.D., F.R.8., &c., &c.”” By the Rev. GpuReE
Sanpey, Viear of FExton, Suffolk.

" When we reason from a hypothesis a priore, we are slmost pertain of run-
ning iuto orrory and consequently, it can never be trusted to, in judging of cases



386 Mr. Bandby's refutation

wohich have not previosdly fallen within owr esperince.’'—DuoALp Syewaxr,
Elements of Philoswphy, vol. i, p. 443,

* Ne mea dons, tibl studic disposta fideli,
Tnisllecta privsguam sind, contemta v nas,"*
TERETEOR, b, i, 47,

TO TRE EDITOR OF THE ZOIST.

Flixton, Nov, 25, 1852.

Sir,—I fear that it may be deemed somewhat presump-
tuous on my part te offer even the slightest comment upon
any portion of a medical work, more especially when the
author iz so well-informed s man as Dr, Holland, to judge
from his book, must evidently be, The profession is prover-
bially both sensitive and exclusive, and views with extreme
repugnance the entrance of an unlicensed foot within its
sacred circle. " Guai o chi locca,”— " woe to the man whoe
meddles with our mysteries,” is the united cry from the chief
temple in Trafalgar Square down to the humblest apothecary
in the kingdom. And when the critic, who venturea ona
dissentient voice, makes no further pretence to an acquaini.
ance with physiclogy than that general knowledge to which
every man of education hopes to attain, in offering an opinion
he must be prepared for aught that may happen, and make
up his mind to be insulted and sneered down. * How dare
peraons as ignorant of physics and physiology as a mad bull,
bristle up against the wise on the question of mesmeric
reality ?” asks one geuntle assailant.* The writer bas not
mentioned whether he meant wise in their own conceits, or
wise from the effect of patient study: however, let that pass.
The passage is adduced as a specimen of the language to
which the clergy, “episcopal or dissenters,” are now a daye
subject, if they presume to question the iofailibility of the
physician. Under a wholesome dread, therefore, of such cas-
tigation, let it be understood, that in offering a few “ notes”

* Bea a recent pamphlet, entitled Clireoyance and the (Tergy, by Robert
Hull, M.D., of Nerwich, in which the impertioence of the olergy, n interesting
themsnelves about ths recovery of the sick, the cure of the insane, and the relief
of the euffering, by means of mesmerism, when the customary methods of treat-
meat have failed, snd the medical men themiselves are st fanlt, is sharply rebuked,
abd such meddling condecs painted in the blackest colonrs. It ia mede plain to
the clergy of all denowinationa {by a train of reasoning, however, whick might
have perplexed St. Punl, who tanght, * an we have opporfunify, let us do good
unto sl men™) that it is their duty to let the miserable linger on in their mi-
sery, and that it they exert themselves te promote s mesmeric care, * they betrsy
their trust,” and *f coguet with the agenta of the black art !

Happily, thia pamphlet hss been admirably answered by ‘4 an East Auvglian
Clergyman,’’ (with whom I have not the pleasure of being acquainted, but whas
talents and Christian zeal Y cannot but edmire,) in twa letters, called Wasdy
SiwfF, i;d toaryanied Fasl Colours (Jarrold, St. Paul’s). The aaswer will repay
8 pernmsal.
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upon Dr, Holland’s work, I am not proposing to *Dristle
up,” like a wild beast, agamat an able writer, because his
experiences in mesmerism are not so extended as my own,
and because ke has hastened to an inconsequent conclusion
from one-sided data. Dr. Holland is, at any rate, a gen-
tleman and a scholar, and will pardon the non-professional
comments of one who is anxious only for truth, and wishes
to seek it in the same spirit of inguiry with which the Chap-
ters on Mental Physiology are dictated. The bellowings of
the coarse animal that has missed his prey, and vents his
passion in neise, shall be left to those to whom, from all ap-
pearances, sach an oceupation would be more congenial,
Bat, after all, there are points even on scientific subjects,
upon which common sense, aided by eareful observation and
experiment, may offer a suggestion even to the most ad-
vanced. Besides, though not a student of nnatomy, I am no
tyro in logic; and incompetent as T mny be to examine with
Dr. Holland the structure of the nervous system, and to
note the distinctness of each separate fibre as it passes on in
its isolated course from the brain to the extremity, still I can
cccasionally detect a fallacy in an argument, and shew that
our opponent has assumed a premiss, rather than proved it.
Moreover, as our physician has somewhsat trenched upon the
ground of the theologian, and not scrupled to assert, that
phenomena, with which mesmerists are familiar, are “ mira-
culous powers”* {p, 32), and * would alter, if they were veri-
fied, our views of the Providenee raling in the world”® (p, 10),
the physician must not he sarprised if the theologiau, en
revanche, rambles a little upon forbidden territory, especially
as the former has himself admitted, that the subject under
considerstion “ concerns the melaphysical enquirer” (p. 78).
Aad is ¥ possible, that an anthor who takea care to inform
the reader that he edmvives Lucretins, and has expanded his
mind by a copious range through the literature of Germany,
can seriously believe.that a faith in certain mesmeric pheno+
mena roust alter his views as to the ways of Providence ?
Does our phbysician really mecan that the mmoral government
of the world, by the great Creatar, as regarda the providential
superintendence of his creatare man, is actuallg- affected in
his estimation by the acquisition of a fresh field of knowledge,
or, i3 the senlence mere clap-irap for the vuigar? That his

* Upon four different occasions, at least, Dr. H. introduces the word * mira-
eulous”’ io reference to mosmeric phanomens, Again, he spesks + of powers,
superseding all the physical Jawp of time aod space of which we have any know.—.
ledge ;" of the “ Yinitation of man’s powers manifestly desiyned by his C reator”
(p- 27) thua begging the very point at issue,



388 Dr, Holland's subserwiency

views ag to the * natura of man,” noder an abnormal condi-
tion, may rec¢eive soma modification, is:possible: that a con-
tribution of fresh facts in physics shoudd enlarge his notions
‘a8 to the laws of nature, is also probahle : but that he should
gravely affirm, that “nothing but diree? -wmiraowlous ' infer-
position can explain that which in proffered for his belief”
{p. 128) by the mesmerists, proves a state of wind-that cannot
be contemplated without regret. Viewed under the most
favourable light, he is grossly inconsistent with bis own state-
ments, For in an able chapter, which I have read with much
satisfaction, he himself admits that *the whole complex appa-
ratus of the sympethetic nerves and its ganglia is another
part of what we thust stili consider the ferra incopmita in
this great domain of physiological inguiry.” Again he says,
that the “ nafure and offices of the ganglin are known to us
but by presumption, and thie hitherto too vague to be re-
corded as matter of science.”” (p. 268.) Again, *that the
connexion of the nerves with the vascalar system —their pro-
bable agency in the effects of mental emotions npon the vital
organs, &c., are all' points not lesa ohseure in every circum-
stance of present proof”’ Whaen, therefore, in sccordanee
with his own shewing, mesmeric phonomena. are 'intimately
connected with the nervous system,—and when he further
allows that that nervous system is a ferra incognita of physi-
ology, surely to assert that certain effects which take their
rise in the said erra tncognita can “ admit of no bther name
‘than that of mirzcalens,™ (p. 82) if they be trae, (and that
‘they are true an accumulation of- evidence proves aimost to
demonastration) doea exhibit an illogical confasion of idens,
respecting which the less we say the better. Why doos not
Dr. Holland at once acknowledge that he is not conversant
with all the laws of nature, and that the facts of mesmeriam
are as yet s problem for the wisest? To bring “ wiracle”
and “ Providence” into a seientific treatise, as a methed of
cecape from s point of diffienlty, is a species of argement that
we should hardly expect to meet with from n professed
admirer. of Lucretius, ¢ Nec Deus intersit” is as golden =
rule for a Denouemen? in physics, as it is for an epic poem,
Lucretins, too, (from whom one qumotation has already been
offered, to gratify the classic taste of our opponent} presents
most wholezome eounsel to those who confound miracles with
novelties :— o
* Sed nequa tam facilis res vlla est, quin ea primwm
Drifficilia magis ad credendum constet; itemgne
Nibil adeo magnum neque tam mirabile quidquam

Quod non paullatin miruent mirarier omnos.”
Lib, i, 1025,
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The question, therefors, of mesmeric. phenomens can resolve
iteelf, after popular moedern {ashiwon, under three boads only !
Either the witnesses, who assert the truth of those phevpo-
mens, many of whom are as competent to form an opinion as
Dr, Holland himself, are scandalous impostors, and not to be
believed: or the pature of mav’s organisation and of hia
nervous system under certain conditions, is a4 yet most imper-
fectly known, or scercely known at all - -or (as it is auggested
in this work) the fasts themselves are a miraculous devistion
- from the ordivary ways of Providence! Which then of these
three positions is the true one? A philosephical inquirer,
after due eramination of the evidence, would regard the
second hypothesis ss the real exposition of the difficulty:
with some uncourtecus assailant the first would be the ready
and appropriate answer: our fashionable physician at the
‘West End makes his zetreat, with whispering an allusion to
miracle! Now does Dr. Hollaud really believe his own sog-
gestion? If he do not, (and while he is too well-bred a
man to imitate his provineial compeer, in designating the
mesmerists as fools or knaves,—so also is he too well-informed
a writer to adopt for » moment so ludicrous a selution) the
occanional introduciion of s:uch lsuguage into a work on
sefence displays u subordination of miud te vulgar. prejudice
that is most deplorable. Or rather, what must be the condi.
tion of the so-calied npper and educated classes among whom
our anthor natumlly seeks to extend hie practice, if it he
thought expedient to humour the sentimentalities. of their
salons by the most carsory allusion to such  sbsurdity?
Explanation by mimcle is unworthy of a writer, who hopes to
guide public opinion, and is in many respacts not undesgrving
of sttention. But what, after all, if Dr. Holland, reajly
believes his own hypothesin? What if he regard clairvoyange
as satanic, and thoughk-reading and introvision aza depart-
ment of disblerie? The thing is not actuslly iwpossible:
there are others who do; and we may have given our anthar
too great credit for philosophic acuraen. If that be the case,
there is nothing else to be done, but te zewimd him that
similar references to miraole and supernaturalisy have made
their appearance on each occasion that science has first
landed the student upon a erre incogrite of physics. N
Dr. Holland would fee! shame at being coupled with the
many ignorant writers, who have preceded hLiw iu his own
line of argument. Take the first pamphlet that presents
itself to my hand. To my little work on mesmerism, I
referred to a sermon which was preached in Canterbury in
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17568, on the “impious” nature of inocalativn.* Some of
the phrases employed by the Rev. Theodore de 1a Faye are
go identical” with the expreasiona of Dr. Holland, that the
reader will smile at the parallelism. - Inoculation is termed a
 pigantic atterpt to force the direction of events cut of their
proper staticn in the handa of Almighty wisdom,”—* a con-
tradiotion to the laws of nature,”” —*an opposition to the
Divine intentions,” —and {0 the means instituted by Provi-
dence for the security of men’s lives,” and s0 on passm.
What is all this but Dr. Holland’s alarm respocting certain
records of clairvoyance and Jucidity, which, “if verified by
sounder proof, would alter all his views of physical pheno-
mena,—of the patore of man, and of the Providence ruling
in this world 2”7 However, it is hardly fair to bind our author
too tightly down by a few expressions, thrown off at random,
to tickle the ears of some supersensitive patients. Dr. Holland
does not actually mean what he says. He knows perfoctly
well, that if cleirvoyance were verified to the very letter, ns
knowledge of such verification would not alter his views as to
the generad lows by which Providence rules the world. He
knows that the facts of chirvoyanoce would simply prove that
there was more in the vatuve of man, more in the secret
orgauization of his system - than that which his philosophy
originally dreamt of,—that mew factz did not destroy old
facts, and at the best conld only chenge ‘their reladive posi-
tion ; aud that, if mesmerism, with 8l its highest phenowenn,
were mathematioally . demonatrated: 4o-be true, such demon~
stration would not nffeet owe single law of mature that is
clearly esiahlished, bt simply farnish- additinul items of
inquiry for the examination of- ths student. i All this Dr.
Holland knbwd far better than I can tell him, a8 well sa-that
to call results, which are contrary to his own expenience, the
fruits of “ miraculous interposition,” is au illogical posvulute of
the point af issue. We will, therofore, merely understand
the above language us 2 polite method. of informing the mes.
merists, that they are neither philosophers wor howest: men §
end, thanking him for' a courtesy which is so contrary: to-
much which we have heen in the habit of reesiving, though it
may be at the expense of Hiv.chavacter as a nen.soﬂer,a wa! w:‘ll
now pass ou to,points of - weightier routter. '

The work under consideration iz called * -ChupMa on
Mental Physicdegy,” and professes: to examine “the ‘reci-
proeal actions and zelstions of mental and bodily phenomena,

* Ses Mobimeriem ond 0 Opponests, 26d Edit., p. 107,
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as they make up the totality of life.”” 1t ia foll of informa-
tion, shewing marks of varidus reading, (somewhat pedan-
tically paraded) and is written im a manner to please more
than the mere medical student. Some of the topics have s
general interest. There is & chapter on * Medical Evidence ;”
a chapter on “the Effecta of Mental Attention on Bodily
Organe;” chapterson “ Mental Consciousness;” on “ Bleep;”
on “the relations of Dreaming, Ipsanity, &e.;” oo “the
Brain, as a double organ;” on “ Phrenology;” and on “the
Present State of Inguiry into the Nervous System,” and
other kindred subjects. Some large partion of the book con.
taing matter which is foreign to my own studies, and upon it
I do not profess to enter; other parts I have read with plea-
sure, and not without instruction.

The author says in his preface, that “except in the case
of one great guestion, which could not be put aside, he has
oarefoily avoided passing over the boundary of metaphysical
speculation.” And he observes agaio, that “he has had oc-
casion in différent parta of the volume to advert to those
mesmerio phenomena and doctrines, and the topics collateral
to them, which have drawn so largely upon pubhe attention of
late years.”” And he “bolieves that be 19 able $o explain their
real nature, and the econditions on which they depend,”
through the relstion of the phenomens to those other parta
of physiolegy, which form the sabjeot of the book. Con-
stant references, indeed, to mesmerism muke their appear-
ance thronghout the volume : the topio seeme never lost sight
of; and, although the anthor leads us to understand that the
questicn came in incideotally, from s bearing wpon the
main subjeet, I own that the thonght bas strock me more
than ounce, that to give a grand philasophic death-blow to mea-
merism once for all waa the real purpose for which this thick
octavo was written.

At the same time, the tone with which Dr. Holland speaks
of mesmerism and mesmerisers, is that of which we have little
reason to complain. In the firet place, our facts ere admitted,
i.¢., what we may call our primary facts, clairvoyance and
infrovision of course not coming under that head. But our
original facts, for a belief in. which for years amd years we
have been apit upon, trampled upon, sneered at, and regarded
a8 being out of the pale of rational inquirers are, af last, no
longer doubted ; the honesty of the patients is proved ; and
the sceuracy of our own ohservation stands forth confessed,
“The phenowmena are singular and striking.” (p. 31.) The
question that is now raised relates to the exciting cause of
these phenomena, and to the truthfulness of the mesmeric
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theory of a tranamitted agent. Here sgain our author writes
in a fuir spirit of argument. My quarrel with Dr. Holland is
this: either he has, with his oyes open, wilfully omitted all
examination of those many facts, which militate against his
own hypothesis, an omission which appronches very closely to
& swppressio verd, of whkich, however, I cheerfully acguit our
opponent : or he bas most improperly neglected to make hime
self acquainted with those facts by consuiting the suitable
sources of information ; * and that therefore we mnst regard
him rather under the Jight of an advocate, pleading the
interests of the plaintiff alone, than that of a judge from
whom we hope to receive a comprehensive couclusion upon
the whole case,

The first chapter, which is on * Medical Evidence,”” opens
the book well; at lenst, it contains its fair proportion of
splendid truisms. “‘ There can he few better tests,” says our
author, “of a sownd urderstanding than the right estimation
of medical evidence.” (p. 1.) Thesentence would have been
wore perfect, if something had been added respecting coas-
acientiouness in the rejechion of evidence. However, as our
author probebly regards dishonesty in that respect us the test
of an unsownd wnderstomding, we may opusider that the
ﬁnr::ig sentence includes, phrenologically, -ull that can be

The chapter, as it sontinues, ig full of eantion as to the
future, aud of exporience from the past. ., © Terms,” says be
“ have . dessended to os, which we can hardly put aside,—
meims wiioh feller (he underslanding,~—~mnd metheds of clas-
nification, which prevent the belter suggestions of sound
experience.”” (p.4.) And at page 11, there are & few remarks
of such special pertinency that I am tempted to extract the
whole paragraph,

1t must, however, be added, that on guestions of medlital evi-
dence thers may be an excess of scepticism as well as of 'crédedity.
Sowmetimes this occurs in ¢ffect of a temperament of ‘mind (ot wa-
common among thinking men) which is dispoked to'see-all things
under doubt and distrast. There are uther cases'where the same
fesliog, not uriginally present, prows upon ihe mand :of physidans
"who have been too deeply immsarsed in the details of practices, The
burried passage from one patient o another precludes that close
observation, which alone can justify, except under especial girenm-
stanees, the use of new remedies or active modea of treatment.
From conscience as well aa convenience, they come (o coufine them-
selves to what is safe, or absolutely necessary; aud thus is engen-

* For instance, the works of Dr. Gregory, Dr, Esdaile, &c,, to say nothing
of The Eoiel, S :



Steady progress of Mesmerism, 893

dered by degrees a distrast of all thet lies beyond thie timit. . . .
No one can reasonably donbt that we have means in our hands,
admiiting of bein? tarped to large accounts of good or ill. Eqesily
unressonable wonld it be to distrust the knowledge gained from 8
faithful experience a3 to the maoner of using these mesne, and others
which may hereatter become known to us, safely and beneficially for
the relief of disense.” _

At page 8, there iz one sentence, upon which we must
veunture a remdrk,

“ During the last twenty years I have known the rise and decline
of five or six fashigns in medical doctrine or treatment ; some of
them affecting the name of systems, and all deriving too much sup-
port from credulity or other causes, even among wedical men.”

Our author must at lesat admit that the above observa-
tions, with their context respecting “ popular esteem,” will
not apply fo mesmerism. Of that “doctrine or treatment,”
he has not yet witnessed anything like a deeline, Mas-
merism, under #s modern phase, is somewhere abont: cighty
years of age. It was sbout 1776 that Anthony Menmer firet
commenced his experiments; and et no time, except for a
very short season at Parie only, have they ever “usurped a
place in popular-esteem.” On the contmary, mosmerism kas
been from the first an unpopular mode of treatment,—anpo-
pular with the profession; unpopnlar with the press and the
public, urpopular with the religtous world,—bated by fools
and fanaties, ‘and sneered at by philosophers: and the sci-
disant wise, As Byron said of freedow, soore thirty yeare
ago, (what unhappily he would have torepeat-in the present
dry) mesmerism has . '

i Stream*d, like a thunder cloed againdé the wind.” '

For, from the first, it has had nothing in its favour but its
own inherent {ruthfulnese. Still, in spite of every disad-
vantage, it has kept on its way steadily and bravely, There
may have beem periods of intermiesion. There may have
been sensony in which the subject -seemed lost to the general
public ; still there has always existed an undercurrent of oon-
scientious men, who, knowing the valne of that in which they
believed, have regularly made head against the adverse tide,
and succeeded at lnst in guthering round them s school of
numerons adherents. And within the last few years the ac-
cessions to the cause have been most conSiderable. Patients
have multiplied beyond the meaus of overtaking them; in-
firmaries have hgen-established, and are proceeding prosper-
ously, and ouly require larger funds to exhibit the fruits of
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wtill prosperity ;* medical men have been staggered;
old ries have fallen upon & judicious silence ; and the
latest plan of attack has been the adoption of a theory, which
can only maintain its gronnd within a fow circles, by the ob.
livious omisgion of all examination of the facts that make
against it, To the sabject of this theory we will now ape.
cinlly address ourseives: bat ns “ decline in fashion™ iz one
of the testa by which our author evidently, though perhaps
not in express terms, tries the truth of & system, it scemed
desmirzble to refresh his memory with a few words upoh the
present position of mesmerism, '

The marrow of the volume is contained in the second
chapter : and it is here also that the author aims hie principal
shafts against mesmerism, The chapter takes for its title,
* the Effects of Mental Attention on Bodily Organs; and the
experienced reader possesscs at a glanoe a clae to the main
argoment. Dr, Holland obeerves, that “it is enly of late
yearn that mufficient notioe has been taken of those pecnliny
effects which depend on the act of concesdrating ihe atlention”
spon particular organs and parts of the body : and the pur-
port of the book is to illustrate and explain the effects of this
attention, or, ne it may be called, the action of a stimulated
consciousness, by various instances of familiar and habitual
oeccurrence. Much of the matter, therefore, is both interest-
ing and inmstractive; the facts sre ouriows; but whether the
train of reasoning and the inferenees drawn be in all respoots
anatomically and physiologically eorrect, is ‘s poiit on which
I am unquakified to enter, yet for eonvenionce sakoiwe will
at once assume that they are true.

The argument, therefore, atands thus: Dr. Holland shews
that in certain morbid conditions of the buman body, espe-
cially in thet part of it which is called the nervous eystem,
mental attention, or mental expeetation, or imagimation or
fancy (call it- what you will), plays a very powerful part, and
produces effects of a very atriking and unexpected nature,

“There needs no ghost o tell us that,” a poor ignorant
mesmeriser like myself might have answered ; however, as the
statement is set forth in formal scientific language, and as2
rationale is appended to the facts which are:given, we wiil
thankfully receive all that we are taught, and proceed to the
conclusion which is ingeniously fastemed on the aforesaid
physiological peg.

* Our London Infirmary is adwmncing nobly, thanks to the kiad care of our
admirable and conscientions Sacrotary, But incressed funds ars greatly wanted.
Patisnta upon patients attend every woek, whom the Committes is compellad to

reject from a deficiency of meamerigers. This I have myself witnessed often
when I have attended the board, '
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“ Expectant attention explains,” he says, * the stnking
results of what has been termmed hypnotism.” Mr, Braid has
shewn that the trence is induced by the act of the individeal
himself, who is made to concentrate his wision for a eertain
time upon some one ohjeot, The hypuotic trance arises from
within, and not. from influences without, the body.

“ Expoctant attention” explsine alao the phenomena pro.
duced under the name of electro-biology. A cextain condi-
tion of the human body is obisined in cerfain temporamenta
by the process of hiclogising, and the resnits are eimpiy the
very curious effect of an excited expectation.

And now comes the grand blow, for the infliction of which
I half beliave that the whole of thise mighty volume was
written. . Expectant attemtion explains the phenomena of
animal magnetism |

“ Are these phenomens,’ asks our anthot, p. 31, * admitted by
all to be singular and'striking,—derived from a peculiar agent or iu-
fluonee, transmitted from one human body ‘to ancther Ly certzin
modes. of communication 7 or are they the effeats of varions external
excitements on the segsorium and barvous system of persons of a
peculiar temperament, anslogous in nature am{origin.to phenomena
with which we are maore fami??ar in sleep, trance, hysteria, and other
forms of cerebral or nervous disorder [

“ These questions,”’ adde, our author, “involve the vory
renlity of the meymeric theory,” 4 e, the theory of an infin.
ence being transmitted onswardly from. ane human bedy to
another. And Dr. Holland comes to the conclusion, and
wishes his readers 4o negard his position as undemiably proved,
that, :

wAs resge'cts wagnetic sleep ér trance, ib particular, whatever
ita shape or degree, thers is no amthenfionied faof making it needful
to believe that any influence is -received, from withont, beyond these
imprestions on the aenaca and imagivations which are capable in ces.
tain persons sad temperaments of exciling uuwonted or disordered
actions throughout every part of the nervous system, and eapecially

in the scnsonal fusctions.” . (p. 90.)

*The evidenoe (be-adds, p. 92) is Mmple and cosvincing
ss. respects the mnin asmumption that the state of mesmerie
sleep is brought on by the:influence of ons human body on
snother” And the effects * justify the conclusion that all
theso states” (the mesmeric, the hypunetic, the biologized,
&c., whether in a greater or less degree) * depend on affec-
tions of the nervous system, in persons of a certain tempera.
ment and under certain modes of excitement.”  The whole
scope of the guestion is manifestly comprised in this single
point.”
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Here, then, we aro at length. landod wpen thet Sstad-ahose
at which wo uanhappy mesmorisers are to receive our
grdce. Our phenomena are allowed to be trus, snd the
ourions and atriking; but there is no * authenticated faet”
which makes it needful to believe, that, in the produection of
these phenomema, there it an exterusl transmission of any
agent, fluid, imponderable, or infloence, from ome human
being to another. The effects are resl; but the result of a
disordered action wilhin* Y S
Bofore, however, we enter upon the question of meo “ ane
thenticated fact,” let us clear the groannd a little of somes
thing that encumbers our path, We must state what it is
that the mesmerisers mctually do eay : for the manner with
which our author has conducted his argument is apt. to lead
to & wrong impreseion. R RPIEWY
The meamerisers, then, have never denied that mentak
action (or imsagination, if that term is more agreeable to owr
appouents) has often played its powerful part in the produc-
tion of the aforesaid phenomena. As Dr. Holland han somes
times received eredit for his treatment of disease where little
credit was due, when the imagination of the patient has
wrought out the desired effect, not only nof in consequence’
of hie treatment, but sometimes actually in spite qf if : so
also is it correct, that mental action has not unfrequently
lent its anxihiar hand to the manipulations of the mesmeriats
We think it quite possible, that on very many occasions at &
first sitting the expectant attention of the sick person has
greatly accelerated the action of mesmeriam ; and at subses
quent sittings we believe that the preparedness of the patient’
for a repetition of the effects has by its own operation evalved.
them, with but slight assistance from without. We are aware
also thet all these effects have arisen spontaneously and in
the course of nature, and may have been even sometimes
self-induced ; and iw regard to Mr. Braid’s experiments in:
hypnotism, we are guite alive to the nature of the process by
which he succeeds, and have never dissented from that gens
tleman’s conclusion, at least so far aa they relate to the
character of his own procedure. T
In regard to electro-biology, we have stated from the
very first, that the phenomena produced under that name
had their rise from the action of suggestion or imagination
* There is nothing ia the slightest degree novel in this doctrine: the novelty
conaists in the form in which it is put forth, and in the physiological ned scientific
detajle with which it is averlaid. In that admirable work, Facls in Mermeriom,
by the Rev. Chauncy Hare Townshend, this queation has beean well considered in

;?e chapter on the *" Mesmeric Medium,” especially from p. 289, Second
dition,
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i the-phiysiosd frveme ; end while some parties were ascribing

ts the “disk,” snd while others were using the

of mystery in their delineation of the excitiog cause,

this jourual at the very outset stripped the experimenta of all

their mystorious character, and told the gaping crowds and

the perplexed savans what was the nature of the exhibition
in question,

We will give Dr. Holland the full benefit of these ad-
missions: and now we must ieform him, that, after a large
and moet liberal abaterwent for cases that might be placed
by Aim under any of the above heads, there will still remain
a residuam of facts im which we defy bim to shew that any
approach to what he may term “ mental attention,” or the
“ direction of cooscicueness,” could have been mixed up iu
the action. There is nothing upon which I feel better quali-
fied to speak with confidence, even after I have read what
Dr. Holland has writien npon testimony in his opening
chapter. Our author, then, who hes commenced hia work
‘with this significant criticism upon evidence, will please to
remember that in cases of mesmerism the large majority of
patients are necessarily prepared for the treatment that is to
be pursued; and our difficulty is to present an instance in
which the party mesmerised was quite unconscious of the act,
and quite uninatrocted as to the results that might follow:
because, if it could be shewn that the slightest hint had been
given to the patient of what was about to take place, the
adversary would assert that imagination or expectant atien-
tion had wrought its work, and it would be impossibie for us
to prove a negative. Have we, theu, any cases in which no
previous preparation of mind could possibly have united itself
with the manipulations? We have; experienced mesmerisers
are quite alive to this question : for it i idle to suppose that the
cautions and scientific men who maintain the theory of * trans.
mission * have not well weighed in their minds the antago-
nistic theory of “imagination,” Before we enter npon evi-
dence of a higher character,* T should like first to mention
that I have had two cases in which all Dr. Holland’s ingenious
scaffolding of facts, reasoning, and conclusion have no place
whatever. They were the cases of two of my parishioners,
two ignorant unimaginative peasants, ove a strong man, aud

* The atteation of Dr. Holland is specislly requested {o Dy, Eadsile’s lnst
work, Nalura! and Mesmeric Cluirvogance {Buillitre), and more particularly to
the ninth chapter, as bearing directly ob his own argument. I capnot safficiently
expresa how deeply the mesmeric worid are indebted to Dr. Eedaile, not ouly for
his noble and humane exertions in India, but also for the valusble addition that
he has made to our literature by this last nnsnswerable volume.

YOL. X, FFP
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the other a yonng woman, neither of whom had ever befare
heard of meswerism, and neither of whom was conacious at
the time that snything was going on. So far from *ex-
pectant attention’” predisposing their nervous aystem for the
development of an effect, I had not mentioned to any one
what 1 was purposing to attempt, for I had not even thought
myself of the lrealmeni a minute before I commenced. Both
patties were suffering from acute intolerable paiu, and, while
conversing with thew, I made a few passes before the face,
and in a minute or two the most palpable effects were brought
about. All the a priori arguments of & medical college, and
all instances of failure or of imagination on other occasions
cannot destroy two posifive facts, in which the rapid action
of the mesmerism, and the unconscious condition of the
patients oppose the hypothesiz of Dr. Holland, that the effect
was produced through the senses by an impression on the
mind from without* Still, however, it will be said that I
am hut a country clergyman, not competent, according to our
author’s views, {Chap. 1.) to form “a right estimate of the
habits and temperament of the sabjects of experiment,’’—aot
competent to make *due observation of the indirect or
sccondary, as well as of the direct effects,” or to separate the
post hoc from the propler hoc;—and therefore I will refer him
to those who are, to Dr. Esdaile, Dr. Gregory, Dr, Elliotson,
and Dr. Ashburner, and the other accomplished medical
men, and men of science, whose writings adorn the pages of
The Zoipt. Tt is possible that Dr. Holland may not have
seen The Zoitst, But if he has not seen i, why has he not?
and why has he not referred to it ? and, analyzing and sifting
its contents, refuted them if he were able? Such silence is
somewhol suspicious, for what 18 The Zoist ? The Zoist i
the authorized reperivire of the most important facts which
bear en\-lthi_s departmuent of physiclogy. Zhe Zoist iz no
ephemera) periodical, tht production of unknown men, but a
publication whiek is now completing its fenth volume, aud the
tenth year of its existence. To ignore a work like this, may
of course be a couvenient mode of building up an hypothesis;
but scarcely what we should expect from an author, who has
actually written a chapter on “ Evidence,” and who tells us
in that chapter that,—

“ Bvery philosophical physician is bound te watch over these
eveats as they pass before him ; never refusing tnquiry, because
what is put forward is new or strange,—but requiring evidence in

* These cases are given in detsil in the Second Volume of The Zoist, p. 380,
anil in Mesmeriom and ily Opponenis, Second Editioa, p. 135.
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proportion to the unusual character of the facts,—sifting closely
that which is offered, and refecting all coxelurions not founded on this
basis,”

—i. 2., we presume, on the basis of the whole fruth,—in
other words, on the facts set forth by the adversary, as
well a3 on the facts set forth by the author himself.
When, therefore, Dr. Holland shall have sifted closely the
Nioth Chapter of Dr. Esdaile’s last work on Mesmerism, and
the facta contained in that chapter, 1 will request him to siff
closely a paper in The Zoisl, wEich has probably made its ap-
pearance since his own volume was written.* It is an article
by Dr. Gregory, Professor of Chemistry in the University of
Edinburgh, a philosopher well acquainted with the laws of
medical evidence, and an antagonist every way worthy of Dr,
Hollend's serious consideration. The article is *“on the
Theory of Imagination as the Cause of Mesmeric Pheno-
mena.” It is full of facts, which, without giving names,
are vouched for on the testimony of Dr. Gregory himself;
and as they enter into the very pith of Dr. Holland’s rea-
soning, I will present him with a few of the more salient
pointa :—

I. Dr. Gregory remsrks, first of all, that even in those
experiments, in which an appeal is made to the imagination of
the patient, the best cases are not those in which a lively
imagination is observed. A vivid imagination is an ohstacle
to impressibility, rather than a help to it. A larger propor-
tion of impressible subjects is found among illiterate peasants
than among persons of active intellect and high imaginative

wers,

II. Infants, sleeping persons, and brutes have been
strongly affected by gazing, and by passez without contact,
Dupotet states that sleeping persons are peculiarly suscep-
tible to magnetic action. Dr. Gregory Aas seen sleeping
children and sleeping brates strongly affected by gazing, as
well as by passes without contact ; and ke refers to the report
of the committee of the French Academy of Medicine, in
1831, which admite the fact that physical magnetic effects had
heen produced withou! the inowledge of the pafient.t

In regard to the suaceptibility of infants or of children who
are too young to be influenced by mental attention, 1 have
an interesting case to narrate, in confirmation of Dr. Gregory’s

* Zoisl, No, XXXVIL, Vol X., p. 1.

+ This report is published in Mr. Colquhoun’s fsis Revelzia, volume 2nd.
The committea etates that a child of twenty-eight months, and a desf and dumb
Iad, wera affected, though ignomnt of what wes done to them. (p, 218.) It
should be remembered that thin committee was eomposed of mediea2l men.

TF
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assortion, The last timie that 1 ditended et the Mesaeric
Infirmary, a Mis. Townsend ceme before the committee to
thank them for the benefit which her child had reeeived. She
ecarried the boy in hér arms, and told me hm history: - When
he was only two years of age, he {ell cut of bed, and the goci-
dent brought on a white swelling in the knee. He was under
medical treatment a year and a quarter, becoming worse and
worse; till at last the anrgeon who attended him, and several
medieal men at the Middlesex Hospital, whither he was
taken, recommended amputation of the limb to save his life.
Happily, the mother was advised to carry him to the Mesmeric
Infirmary. At the end of the first week a favourable ressit
developed itself; and in the course of two months the swelling
was nearly subdued, When I saw the boy, he looked healthy
end was free from pain. The koee was atiff, but waa still im-
proving : whether the stiffness will be co Eletely reduced
may be a question : but the boy’s life and limb have been
saved ; he is healthy, and free from pain.

Now, if Dr. Holland proposes ta explain thia case of a
young child aged three and a quarter years by his theory
of expectant attention, he must bring forward more ““ medical
evidence” than his book has yet presented. '

HI. It is & matter of frequent experience with prastical -
magnetizers, that persous who have at first'been thrown-into
the mesmeric sleep by the usual processes, may, if they be
highly susceptible, be put to sleep without thelr knowledge.
Dr. Gregory has himself seen and done this. * Nay, it bas
happened frequently, and on one occasion at least in his own
experienca, that when the mesmeriser has been acting on one
petient, axother patient, in a different room; and nol aware of
this, has been put to sleep.” 1 beg to ndd that these faets
are notorionily common : namerons instances of this kmﬂ,
we¢ll-authenticated, could be established.

IV . Blind personz have been acted on, and put to. aleap;
withbut: their knowledge. Dr. Gregory has himself seenm
blind phtient strongly affected, and put to sleep while-he was
ongsged in converation with "another persén, Dr. Esdails,
who kad been long looking out for a blind man upor: whom
to test.the imagimation theory, at last found one, and en-
traned him 'in -ten minutes without saying a word, emd
without touchmg ‘him. The particulars are corions. . . - in

“The first nttempt to influence bim was made by gazing atlmd
silently. over a wall, while he was engaged in the act af enting his
soliary dinner, at the distarce of twenty yards. gradural ‘f
ceased to eat, and in a quarter of an huur wAS profoundly entranced
~(Egdaile, p. 228.)
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+ In-the Rifth Volome of The Zoist there is an instance of
a blind patient being' wesmerised and affected, when there
was no possthility of hie being aware of it.

V., Dr, Gregory next ndduees the fact, of patients in the
sleep-waking state, distinguishing water, or any other object,
which has been mesmerised, from such as has not. He has
seen the patient pick out the mesmerised glass from all the
rest. Let we add that Dr. Esdaile (p. 232) atates that he has
had aumerous experiments of this nature, on which be can
rely, and in which the most effeetnal precantions were taken,
to prevent the coguizance of the patient. And in the 37th
number of The Zoist, p. 99, there is so striking a fact men-
tioned that I venture to repeat it, because, since it was pub-
lished, I have raceived the statement .again, from the mouth
of my enlightened and high-minded friend, the surgeon, who
was the mesmeriser ob the oceasion. -

“Qune day the surgeon had been chatting with the Tady’s fhther,
in the dining-room, during luncheon, rad, at his request, shewn him,
eb[y mesmetising & Jog of water, how water is mésmerised.. No one

s was in the room: The jug and » glass were always loft in the
room thet she might ¢ake her medicine in the water when she chose :
and after the gentlemen: were gone,- she wont into the rgom, sod, as
she was acoustomed, poured Rarself gut a gless.of water, took her
medicine in it, but instantly sank hack, supparted by her mother, into
a chair, in a profoupd sleep, which lasted some hours. Neither
she nor her mother koew anything about mesmerised water, and the
explanation was not conceivable, till the father and surgeon men-
tioned what had occurred between them.”

V1. Dr. Gregory next mentions a point, which Dr. Holland
will, of oourse, raject as not swificiently established; but
respecting which be may be assured-that there is mugh more
evidenee in existenos than ke is aware of, vis., ihe phenome-
non of luminous emaopations from the hands and breath of the
mesmerlser, rendered vistble to the slesper. - Qf eoutse, these
sre.faets which, in Dr. Holland’s present state.of mind, I am
not disposed to press. ‘But he must be informted: that the
degree of coincidenee, in the observations: of the mezmeric
sdecpers, as o what they have seem in these luminous emana-
tions, is very yemarkable, when it is comsidered that- they
bave ot had the slightest knewledge ‘of what others have
observed. Certainly, thers is strong preaumption.-from all
these representations, that something of an imponderable
nature is transmitted from the human body,—that some
power, znalogous to vital force, does go out of a man when he
18 mesmerising. In corroboration of this view, I will men-
tion that, upon which I do not think that Dr. Gregory has
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touched, the peculiar sensation of exhaustion and fatigne,
which many mesmerisers experience, for which the alight mns-
cular exertion which the process demands is quite insufficient
to accoont. The Rev. Channcy Hare Townshend says,—

# That the mesmeric influence is capable of exhaustion and
repair, like any other p‘lvsiml sgency, has been frequently forced
upon my copviction. Whea I am strongest T can best mesmerise;
and my r dectines in proporticn to the fatigue consequent npon
its exertion."—(p. 291.)

Numerous instances go to prove, that, when persona over-
mesmerise, the benefit which the patients derive ia preatiy
lessened in degree, in spite of all their expectant attention.

VII. The next point, which Dr. Gregory brings forward,
is the strange sympathy which exists between the mesmeriser
and the patient,—when the latter feels a senmation of pain, if
the operastor be pricked or pinched,—uand tastes that on his
palate which the operator has put into his mouth. I have
seen the sleeper feel and taste everything felt and tasted by
the operator, while the latter etood at seversl yards distance,
and was concealed from sight.” This sympathy of pain 1 have
myself witnessed over and over again, where there could be
neither mistake nor collusion : and in regard to sympathy of
taste, I beg to refer Dr. Holland to a remarkable paper in
the Fifth Volune of The Zoisl, p. 242, in which Dr, Elliotson
narrates what took place at his house, when the Archbishop of
Dublin, and the Hon. Captain Scarlett assisted in the expe-
riments. I was myself present on the occasion, and can
vouch for the accnracy of what is reported.*

The above are some of the leading points in Dr. Gregory’s
able paper : (I have purposely stopped short of the argu-
ments drawn from clairvoyance, lest allusion o such *mira-
culous’ facts should disturb our opponent’s equilibrium) and if
Dr. Holland will have the goodness dispassionately to examine
those points, and to bear in mind that they are not the state-
ments of the professor alone, but statements which are re-
affirmed and corroborated by numerous other observers, he
must assuredly begin to think that he hes been somewhat
premature in his conclusions. Gur sceptic has admitted that
many of the alleged effects of mesmerism are true; but he

* By the way, let me ask Dr, Holland, if be believea in the meny instances
which are recorded of the effects produced on old persona when they sleep with
the young., These stories seem by show that there is {as bas bren well expressed
* u mutual Joss snd gain, and interchenge of vital force.*—(Townshend, p. 199,
If thras stories ba true, has not the fact a close connection with the mesmeric
theory of transmission ?
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must now please to remember that for years and years the
reality of those very effects was denied,—and the credulity of
those who believed in them made the standing-jest of his
profession. Those, who now affirm the sctuality of those
points which support the theory of some travsmitted agent,
are the very same men who originally asserted the truthfulness
of those other phenomena,~—the very same men who formerly
maintained the reality of inaensibility to pain,—and the very
same men who proclaimed their convictions as to facts, which
Dr. Holland once ridiculed as untrue, and has now lived long
enoagh to see proved. Surely, here is a primd facie case for
the examination of their testimony on these other guestions
of controversy! Dr. Holland spesks of “no authenticated
fact.” What constitutes, in his judgment, an * authenticated
fact?” When Professor Gregory says that he “has often,
and with every precaution, tried an experiment with mes.
merised water,” and sueceeded, is not that an suthenticated
fact? When Dr. Esdaile says that

“he will adduce instences of people being entranced from another
room withont their having the least suspicion of his intentions, aod
of a blind man being reduced, on the first attempt, to the most
intense degree of meameric coma,”

—are not those authenticated facts? 'What hecomes of the
theory of expectant attention in cases of this description?
We must pin Dr, Holland down fo a categorical answer ; and
when he shall have well examined in detail (sifted closely,
are his own words) those various experiments which make
againat his own theory,—and shall have pronounced his opi-
nion upon them, he will be entitled to a second hearing : till
then, we can only regard him as a partisan who values the
interest of his client beyond every other consideration, and
can merely estimate his Chaplers on Physiology as a oune-
sided book, which “loves darkness rather than light,” because
light would be fatal to his conclusious.

We must have one more word with the “physician’ be-
fore we part. At p. 14, it is said that this mental excitement
“produces effects not merely on the sensations thence de-
rived, but seemingly also in many cases on the physical state
and functions of the parts concerned.” At p. 36, expectant
nttention is said to be “brought into a degree of activity in
certain habits, and to evolve many remarkable results.” At
Pp. 89, it is said that “the point especially meriting regard is
the evidence afforded that the physical stafe ur function of a
part is aclually allered from this cause, and not the mental
perception only.” In other words, these various passages
mean that that which is called mesmerism, but which Dr.
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Holland'marel rds s thre fowite of indpimation; or mentat
paration; ddeswdrk uphn shephytees bintd rarvery powerfub
t, evolvingin its actian : results of 1 petnliar chacioter,
Ezactly ko; this -what we have:all boen sfirming for pedryg
only an muach mre-simplﬂaand. direct; l'augm:g; axd with ithis
pusition superadded, viz., that these powé effeits, whem
carefally direated, poum a rurative aedion, im teskes of ex<
treme.disease, av Dr. Holland enself wall inmm; 3
it; Dr. Holland is acquainted with the valuable effents iof
mesmenam, in zn instance whore médical treatment was of
slight oy of no-availl. Why, then, does he not recommend
it? Wkhy does he not permit it? Why does he throw dis-
couragement aropnd it? “What's in & name?” Let him
eall it expectant attention, idealism, mesmerism, or sophism,
atill if #s action through the sensed do ‘produch sidh a deggree
of activity in the nerveus aystem, that pain and discase are
mitigated or removed, surely it wonld be the part of a hu-
mane physicial to A p-thie method of alleviation to his other
items of medical {reatment.* We ask no more. We simply
svy; unile the Aealing powdr of mesmerism itk yeur other
entablished formulas: aod ‘as Mm Chenerix- (to whom Dr.
Hodlemd himaclf refers in pne of bis notes)! said 'yeam: ago,
«if Imagmation ‘¢an eure dmauea, thad eure: hylmagmﬂhon,
aud the sick will bless-yow™ @ ! ivoi 0 e
If Dr. Hollund. will plmnenﬁ:is path sbmﬂ:d}' -a0d ieont:
seientionsly, - be will have no seasdn to vepent of. hin: choice.-
Fresh i fresh:truths, freah :imfermation, will gradndlly.
open upon. imn; fornishisg fresh mwaterials for future.chapbers,:
or rather; fature’ valumes war physiblogy. + And the . readsrs:
of ' The! Zoist wilt- be delightad onde more 4o weloome: owr
author under! such: cincamstances; being perseaded: that. his:
next coktribwtions to schence will partake wrare -of 2 pesme~:
ment charactér than those of his present lmubrahonn._ Or
aa out friend Lmcretiue has so happily !expmaed i -

" Wec st pernosces, parvé perfunctns opefls, e

('Nquua sEd ef alie clsvescet) non thi cncn ' :
v Nox itevieripist, quin ultima sateeai el
Pervideas, ita ves accendent lumum rehug."’

. Lib. i. Y 1167

_- Our: anthor will psmm.u that I have cnrefully abat-mned
from all examination;of. those. pranages of: bis book which are.

- # The attention of Dr. Holladd 18 particularly vequested to the following
extract from the last annuel report of ‘the Mesmertc Infirmary. * We dmow e
utifity of ordinary wmedleal ireatpient; we have the same good opinion of the
properiiss of medicines, the abstyaction of blmd, and counterrritation, end oll
well-established medical megaures, as the medioal world at larye : those of ut who
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atrigbly medicalrin their chawsotar! 1 -8l mmﬁh:ﬂm pres
caution; ‘T fear that:1 shall yet.He charged. with: an intregive
interference: wWith metters which rmo- way besome me ;radd

perbrps b am: soiewhatiopen: tol that-#sofs impeachient ;)
bnt:la‘bnndamm Iy Holleodl, thaty if- he had I.'Nlt ‘temipted:
me: fatothd: fiald by mfrequdnt sllusions be. miracalous
agenides; L:should: have left-hiatheory.of. expeobnnh attention
to thost amougat it wlm are rfal"mnrendompatmt«.;toldmk

wth it 5 - e i P Ry I BT Rl L B
S ..Inemn,MrEdlton,n NHET RN

R L VLA SRR o Yuurfhumblusornant; )

: HE O L P L GFAJME SA‘NDB".Y;

T - Ty Lty gt

R T 1 T PR ok

XIIL Adalpba Didaer': quwoyanae By Mr. BAB.TH
"% We kmow bat too well that popalar fancy ikt bivé sothe vkt ;. the dm of
astrology and Witaheraft, of ghoetw asid)hobgotdins,, hmufp-n&nwarurl hame:
;‘ng lod: by hom@opeity e dqﬂvmm.”nw«c Noz. & 1852 ¢
! TR TR . LTS IS B ‘11 Loy er -0
Lasr sommer; Lond ‘——meyi wim huhia & - cormriskicn in the
Gusrds, called Upon | mey amompamd bya brother officer, .
to request: that 1 -wivald- attemd and mesnienise a elditvoyant
for thesmx a8, 500w 88 he had sreived from Pans. Geegen«
tleman was perfectly convinced from his past.exporience thab:
the olairvoyant fevulty really - did sxast | the other| wee ivilling
to- be comvinced'if be eould only. obtain! jersomd]ly ienfiiciont-
evidence. He wished  to obtain the-evidenes afforded by shal
exercine . not only of -his resson -but ofi his sedses; and therey:
fore Adolphe Bidier (the brotheref Aleris) was, at congiderw,
able expenee, engaged to leave/Baris fir adew. days and come,
to London. : One -day, . soon -after theiw- vist,-  recsived 1a:
messege to go and seel then: #s -soon- ax possthle,  Adolpha,
Didier -beiog -expected. - I,armved before Adolphe, wHo wan,
perfectly a-stranger ta Lord —— but hed: beeh convulted @,
few yeara previously at Paris by his brother officer,

On Adolpbe being anaounced, a quiét, retiring, well-
bred man entered the apartment, and, after the customary
exchange of salutations and some courteous enquiries about
his journey from the gentlemen present, I proceeded to mes-
merise him. Having assertained thut be had passed into the
chairvoyant state, and anpetmped that he might now. be in:

are medical men praciise eavotly os dha vest of the profession practise ; Fuk in
our prioaée practice we emplay | mmermn IN ADDETION to the means ordiuarily.,
used by the medical pmiessmn Now Jet the physiciun simply recommen
** ezpectant atteotion,' ae & process of cure, i3 addifion to the atber parts af’
his prescription, and his patients will thank him.
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terrogated, the question was pat, “ How shall we test him,
Mr. Barth?” I replied that he must indicate how he would
be tested ; that no mesmeriser of experience wounld allow a
clairvoyant to be snhjected to any test which the clairvoyant
objected to attempt; and therefore we would ask Adolphe
Didier what he would do and then try and ascertein if he
conld do it, subjecting him to as rigid a testing process as
wo could devise. On putting the question, Adolphe said he
would read in a book without having the book preseuted
him ; or wounld visit and describe any distant place; and
wonld try and do anything required provided it was not in-
sisted upon if he found that he was unable to oblige them.
Lord directly reached (guite af random) a book from a
shelf, aud, holding it hehind him, asked, “ What book have
I now in my hand?’ Adolphe Didier in a few seconds re-
plied, “ Voyage en Suisee’’ 'The inquirer immediately held
up the book that we might perceive that Didier had correctly
read the gilt tettering on its back. Placing the book behind
him again and without cpening it, he requested that Adolphe
would read the four first lines on page 27. Adolphe imme-
diately repeated several sentences in French. On opening
the book and turning to page 27, we found that Adolphe had
correctly read four lines from the 27th page of a elosed book,
held behind his querist, entirely out of 2il the possible range
of natural vision. He ther went mentaily to a nobleman’s
residence in one of the midland counties, and described it
most accurately even to the pictures and the costumes of the
portraits hanging in the dining-hall,

An hour before my interview with Adolphe, 1 was at the
house of a lady patient, where my servant found me and gave
me Lord ‘s note, asking my immediate attendance. This
lady had lost s very valuable and much prized brilliant ring,
which she was anxious to know something about. Aa I hap-
pened on perusing my note to say that ] must now go and
mesmerise Adolphe Didier, the French clairvoyant, the lady
remarked, “I wish he could tell you about a nng which was
stolen from me two years ago.” I rejoined that I would, if
an opportunity occurred, ask him about it; that I did not
know anything of his method of perceiving, but that if she
wrote her name on a piece of paper I would give it to him
and try if he could make out her wishes or discover anything
respecting the lost article. I now placed thia piece of paper
in his hand. He put it to his lips and on his forehead ; and,
after a short interval of apparent reflection, he stated that it
was written by s lady, whom he described correctly ; and that
she wauted to know about a lost ring. He then described
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the ring; the apartraent from which it was taken ; what arti-
clas were in the box where it had been previously deposited ;
who bad taken it; acd where it was pawned ; adding that it
would not be recovered unless the pawnbroker would admit
having received it and declare where he had disposed of it.

His description of the lady; of the apartment; of the
box, and the various articles contained therein, one article
being very curious and having therefore puzzled him much,
were all perfectly correct : the person who he stated had taken
it is decensed. There was some difficulty in ascertaining the
pawnbroker indicated by him. The party who was presumed
to be meant denied ever having taken in pledge any ring of
so great a value, and thus venfication of the latter part of
his statement was not possible. This was not cerebral sym-
pathy or thought.reading. The particnlars were totally un-
known to aoy ove present, and the event to which they
referred had taken place two years previously. It is some-
what curious and corroboratory, that, on Alexis Didier being
asked in Paris, and Ellen Dawson swbsequently in Londoen,
also respecting the ring, they each described the same person
as having stolen it, For these three clairvoyants each to
have deseribed the same person and circomstances without a
possibility of any of them knowing what the others had said,
is & fact somewhat too remarkable to be accounted for on the
grox;n’:’i of * extracrdinary coincidence,” or “fortunate guess
work,

I had several other opportunities of testing Adolphe’s
powers, and found him a very good clairvoyant, far superior
to the average in the extent or range of his powers, but, like
all others who do not confine their faculty to one special pur-
pose, oceasionally liable to be in error. I will add an account
of the first experience of Lord 's friend with Adolphe.
As the narrator is a gentleman and an officer in Her Majesty’s
service, and mentioned the following circumastances in sober
earnest, we are bound, X presume, to accept it as truth, par.
ticularly as there are many analogous cases in the pages of
mesmeric works to corrobarate it.

About four years ago the narrator called on Adolphe
in Paris, never baving previously seen him. When Adolphe
was put to sleep, the question was asked, *“Can you, M.
Adolphe tell me my nams and where I come from?” Ina
few seconds Adolphe replied, * You come from England, and
your name is Monsienr ;” both being correct. Adolphe
might easily have perceived that his visitor was an English-
man, but to hit clairvoyantly on his surname was a feat that
very few clairvoyants have ever accomplished. The next
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remark was, “M. Adolphe! T have now in pocket &
letter, can yon tcll me anything of its contel::\g:xof\lhe tﬁrﬁ‘
cumstances to which it relates 7’ Adolphe presently septied,
“You have received that letter from Loudon, from & militery
commandant,—f{rom a place where military busingss is trans
scted; in it be tells you that your commission is ready for
you i yom can pass the proper examination ; and that you
are to go to a place—a brick building which T can see a good
way from London, to be examineg next Tuesday,” The
letter was an official letter containing the very infdrmagion
which Adolphe gave, and which might bave been ghtained
by thought-reading, as the questor knew the contents of the
letter in his pocket; but that which follows was  pre-vision;
which is more extmoardinary and not essily sccounted for e
a power. Having told the smbstance of the letter, Adolphe
added, * But you need not go to England till next. Tuesday;
because you will not pass your examination,” The gentleman
exclaimed, “ What1 shall I be rejected ?* “No,”” replied
Adolphe; “you will not be rejected—yon will not pass”
The interrogator could not comprehend this; and remarked
that if he did not pass he must be rejected. Adalphe said,
“You will ngt pass ou lucadsy—you wil not be rejegted==
you need not Jeave Pariz  ou wil pass Foug eERgmainAton:
and get your. copamission, but.not-on Tuesdey.”” OF oures
M: == did not heed _this admowmdtion. of védelphe, { bak
hastened te London, and resched Sandhurst on the Tuoesday
morning as ordered. However; whimhe' presented s hiknsell
with his .official letter to 1he examimer, it) was fourd that]
through some.oversight of secrefaties or clerks, Bis ‘damé- hn
not been inserted in the 'list.of'games‘forwardﬂd to then! from,
the Horse Guards, and that consequently he conld ‘ndt It
examined. He applied fo the proper authorities ; fheé mistake,
was rectified; he passed his examination a few dxthn{%ﬁ,{i‘
ward, aod received the commission which he now bolds,., Fhes
all that. Adolphe Didier pre-visod was varified by the evesta
the question atiil remaing, - How did hekntanit 2 .., [in od
Gentlomen, 1 :beg leave to hand ywu the above for The
Zotst should you have room for its insertion, and:amy..ul 1913
Gentlemen, your-obadient servantyil besd
{rorce Harra; — ?ﬂ!‘[‘
4, Mornington Crescent, Dec. & 18‘5%

To the Editors of The Zoist. f tndt od
0
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Pos.tscn}n to Mr, Barth's Case of Clairvoyance by Dr. Eiliotson,

Twe wonths ago X/ received a letter from the Rev.
Cheunoy Hate Townshdud, dated Oct, 8, Mon Loisir, Lau-
sann@é, from which the following is an exiract ;=

At Geneva I saw the brother of Alexis, Adolphe Didjer, and
having mesmerjsed him, T asked him to see an acquaintance of mine
at Lausanne. [ did oot mention whether man or woman, but he
saw the person I meant, namely, my cousin, Miss , and said
she was going oot to ride, deseribing her appearance, dress, &e., and
her honse, - very distinctly. ZEverything he snid was verified on m
return to Lausanne. ' He also saw mo speaking to her before 1 le
Lausanne, aad had an anterior vision of what resily Aad taken
place—a fact I never before remsrked. A fricnd of mine, a Mr.
Lawrence, a great believer in mewmeriam, alsp shewed me a girl in
somnambulism—a gonuine csse, with which you would bave been
delighted. Her extase was beautiful, and (like the Okeys) she was
immediately arrested and stiffened by a pass made at a distance
behind her baek. I wented to sce Adolphe, aud took him to
{who was then at Geneva). He wanted Adolphe to see (in
clairvoyance) a house near Sevenoaks that he (——) onee possessed,
but had not séen for éome years. 'The experiment was'ndt s ha
one, Adolphe was (¥ 'thtnk) wonderful ot first, but id Q
and then the meredulity of <esie gnd -iomw royed ¢ u-vuy-
anoe, snd L— went away driumphons at the dailored ! J‘Ne.tt.hw
would he be' persuaded iwgh one 2080 from the dead —a—
truly said.

" There .. c\mots,ato:y that M Woodlqy de Ceaat wapped.
you. to know. ., L, belieye he wrote it tq Dickens to tell you again,,
However I mai as well repent it.

. A young lady, a friend of M. Cer;a.t‘s, who had been with ber
family st Leusanne, ‘was taken ill at Berne with typhua‘ fever. Her
doctor found ber one day in a lucid fnterval (she was generally deli-
rious), but no soonéer had he tonohed her hand thas she seemed to
pass ifito an extraordinary state, and cried out, £ Ok that poor chitd!:
that £oof little boy ! w'{y did you etit his head opén? How is he

The dﬁebor, aetoms’he'd, replied, <[ left :him well ; ‘I hope
he vnll recover,” aud trisd ‘to calm the petient. Bat, - ‘when he got
out ofithe voom, ba a.lull; “That was the moat extraordinary thing 1
ever knew in.my:life ;. I ewm just come from trepanning & boy whoss
head had been injured, bui .ibgre was ne homan means by which
Miss could bave known if, =3 I am onl this moment come
dirget from, the hoy here pad ro one ew. of the accident, nor had
Miss ——"s nursé ever left the room.” The explanation seews t
be that the fowch of the doctor’s hand threw the young lady into
Ellalrvo'yance 8he is since dead, and M. de Cerjst attended ber

neral.’” e

There is not time to ask for Mr. Townshend’s permission
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to print these extracts from his letter : but seeing Mr, Barth’s
communication I cannot resist, and trust Mr. Townshend
will pardon me.—Jorx ELrioTson.

XITY. Observations on the conduct of Dr, Rabertson, Mr.
Terry, surgeon, and the Vicar of St. Sepuichre’s, North-
ampion.

1 To ma it scems that thowe divines who suffer thin insidiowr jupplery to steal
among their flocks coder the garb of physiology, which sprrss and deapises it,
betray their trust.” ‘¢ How moch more serfously will the people have to murmar,
if the working clergy themselves, siamdoning common sease, snd their awfol
regurd of miracles, folerate, teach, and testify to an ord worthy only 4f the prissts
of Baal!'—Dr, Hall, of Norwich, Clairooyance and the Clergy, p. 16.

T0O THE EDITOR OF THE ZOIST.

Sie,—1 feel induced to trouble you with a few remarks
upon the subject of the late mesmeric proceedings at North.-
ampton on account of the discreditable circumstances which
led to Mr. Millington’s resignation of the curacy of St.
Sepulchre’s. .

The report which appeared in the last number of The
Zoist, to the truthfulness of which I can bear my strongest
testimony, will sufficiently show the spirit in which the sub-
ject waa treated by the vpposite parties. Mr, Millington, 1
conceive, was actuated by the most creditable and praise-
worthy motives in delivering a lecture on the ““ Phenomena
of Dreams, Mesmerism, Clairvoyance,” &c.; that lecture was
highly appreciated by a very large and respectable attendance,
lay and clerical, both from the town and neighbourhood ;
and there can be no doubt thet it was extremely useful
in turning into a profitable channel the intense excitement
which bad previously been created upon the subject by itine-
rant fecturers in the town.

He has acted, I think, most wisely in publishing the
lecture; its ability and spirit will speak for themselves, and
its Christian principles will totally refute the unfounded ca-
lumnies that were circulated against him by parties from
whom we might have expected hetter things, especially aa
they were just as ignorant of the lecture itself as of the sub-
ject matter upon which it treated.

The very announcement of the lecture called forth a public
censure, which was followed up by a kind of indirect attack
in one of the local newspapers from & surgeon in the town,
who no doubt was greatly incited thereto by the kindred in-
dignation of Dr. Robertson, who took the lead in the very
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credilable (?) proceedings at the George Hotel, nlluded to by
your correspondent, A, B., in the last Zpisf, Should Mr.
Terry ever venture to make his appearance in public again
upon the same subject, which I by no means anticipate, 1
hope he will be prepared to enlighten us all with something
in the shape of a rafional argument in support of his views,
or at least that he will express himself in terms sufficiently
intelligible for men of moderate ability to understand. It
seems essentially necessary that we should know our own
minds in the first instance before we attempt to communicate
instruction to others. Had he paid a little attention to the
subject and made a few private experiments for his own con-
vietion, he would mot have placed himgelf in that indefen-
sible and ridiculous position from whick no “ highly gifted
friend ¥ could possibly extricate him. Medical men for-
tunately are just as amenable to public opinion as other
people ; and the public are very little disposed in these times
to be satisfied with hard names, contempt, and ridicule when
they are earnestly searching for the truth on any important
anbject.

The great majority of the people of this country are now
far too well acquainted with the wonderful facts of mesmerism
not to smile at the ignorance, obstinacy, or incredulity of
those medical men who can only think and act with a class,
or who stand so high in their owa estimation as to pronounce
au opinion ex cathedrd upon a subject which they have never
investigated and of which they ssmply know nothing at all,
and who are unscropulous enough to denounce all who un-
deratand it and believe it to be a great and valuable truth as
fools and impostors or something worse ; although amongst
this number must be included very many of our nobility and
some of the greatest minds in the country,

It may be well for such men to consider how far their
conduct in this matter may be calenlated to shake the confi.
dence of the public in the soundpess of their judgment in
other matters generally connected with their profession.
When plain palpable facts of the most striking and remark.
able character, presented to our senses by persons of the
most unquestionahle honesty, are denounced as *“ mummery,
humbug, nonsense,” it is not likely that we shall be con-
vinced that they are so without knowing the reason why.

Dr. Robertson may be a great lover of truth for aught 1
know, and he may be very anxious to defend it against the
attacks of infidels and unbelievers in general; but for any
new light that he has thrown upon the sabject of mesmerism
either on one side or the other, the Northampton people will
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scarcely consider themselves under any great obligation to
him. And before he had accused Mr. Millington to olfer
parties of holding opinicns of an infidel tendency and dan.
gerous to the Christian faith, common fairness would seew to
have required that he should have fully satisfied himself as to
what Mr. Millingtow’s opinions really were. By the course
he has pursued, and by the withdrawal along with Mr. Terry
of his subscription from the caracy in order to get rid of Mr,
Millington, he has certainly exposed himself to the grave
charge of having recourse €o very different weapons from
those which we expect to find in the hands of a lover of teuth
or a lover of fair play, and especially a defender of our com-
maon faith,

You have already been informed, Mr. Editor, of the
grounds of Mr. Millington’s resiguation of his curacy. 'That
the vicar of St. SBepulchre’s should have required a pledge
from his curate which no gentleman could make, will not be a
matter of surprise to any who know him. Had he wani-
feated in this matter that independent spirit of which he is
continually boasting, but of which, T fear, he possesses very
little, instead of following the dictum of the doetors, he
would not have lost some of his best friends, and among
these, a3 the parishionera can testify, one of the most vala-
able of curates,

I remain, Sir, &c,,
A SpEcTATOR.*

XIV. Cure of St. Vitus's Dance. By Mr. CorLpourne, of
Sturminster. Communicated by Dr. Elliotson.

*t All the therapeutic good that can be secared by this ridiculous, drumpery
art, can ba got by ordinery and sober metheods. Faith in his medical adviser ia
required from a curuble patient; and whatever good that mesmeric passes, antier,
sud 426 A mov ts have done, it hath been done by imagination and
through faith. Then let medical practitioners employ sober, rational proceedings,
aod oot deacend to imitate jogglers,”’—Dr. Hell, Clairvoyance ond the Clergy,
p. 16,

Sturminster, June 16, 1852,

- Dean Bir,—8ince my brief but well-remembered inter-
view with you in town last year, many instances of the effects
of mesmeric power have come under my krowledge, even in
this little outf-of-the-world pook, including amongst them a
very interesting case of clairvoyance, Of this latter, how-
ever, I am not yet at liberty to speak : certain circumstances
connected with the clairvoyant forbid me to make the matter

* We have this gentleman’s name and address.
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public al presenf, A cure of s severe case of 8t. Vitus's
dance within the past fortnight should not be withbeld from

on.
John Gould, aged 19, son of John Gould, tailor, of Stur-
mioster, Newton, was for some time afiflicted with rheumatic
painsg, and about six months ago the disease termed St.
Vitus’s dance made its appearance, and continued daily to
get worse for a month up to the lat of June, when 1 saw him
for the first time since the attack. I confess the interview
was to me quite appalling ; the poor fellow had so far lost the
use of speech as to be wholly unintelligible; his limbs and
head, in fact, every muscle of his body, seemed in continual
metion ; his intellect appeared somewhat impaired : indeed
to me he looked like a maniac. Understandiog that Zhe mi-
nister of the parish had declared to him his optnion that mes-
merism would do him good, and fiuding wy way thus cleared,
I immediately set te work without loss of time. His father
endeavoured to hold his head still while I attempted to make
passes over him; but eatirely without avail, as the head, in
spite of the utmost strength eserted, would spriog coavul-
sively from side to side every moment. X persisted in making
passes for twenty or twenty-five minutes without producing
any apparent effect, though the patient confessed afterwards
to feeling a little soothed. Since that date I have mesmerised
him ten times on different days, each time with increased
effect, and each day shewing a gradnoal improvement, up to
yesterday, when the convulsive motions had so far left him
that he was able to read, and to tkread a needle, and to con-
verse with very slight hesitation. He is of course still pale
and weak, but his general heslth is rapidly improvieg, and
ke may be said to be convalescent.

Qo one of my visits I found him suffering from head-
ache, which was removed in a few minutes by placing his
back towards me and making passes from the crown of the
head down over the shoulders. On another occasion he com-
plained of severe rheamatic pain in the right shoulder, that
suceumbed to a few special passes over the afflicted part. My
operations were conducted under considerable disadvantage;
being subjected to many interruptions in the little cottage.
The case was no doubt as severe a one as is ever witnessed.

The” father, mother, and patient will each bear glad and
grateful testimun; to the above statement.

am, dear Sir, yours very raspectfully,
Te Dr. Ellioteon. W. Cousounxg.

¥ 1 bave received a letter from Mr. Colbourne, dated
VOL. X. Go
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Dec. 2, in which he strtes that the boy continned to get well
and remains well, working at his trade.

I believe that mesmerism will rarely be found to fail in
curing this disease. I have never failed except in very long
standing cases, especially in adults. Instances of the mes-
meric cures of the disease will be found in Nos. IT., pp. 195
—208; X,, pp. 201-6; XVIL, p. 11; XIX,, p. 286; XXI,,
p. 86; XXVII., p. 375 (great benefit only) ; XXIX,, p. 53;
XXX., p. 183; ditto; XXXIV,, p. 212.—J. Errrorson.

XV. Cure of Blindness of sevenleen years standing, with a
reappearance of measles after their suppression during that
number of years. Communicated by Mr. Barth.

“ The wretched stuff contained in the pages of The Zoisf, as quoted by Dr.
Mhuittand, I ehould feel degraded to pick to pieces. 1 sm zare that the tales are
not worthy of refutation, scarcely a eneer: und how even so laborious s student
as he must be, can have the patience to copy its abaurd siorics, is hard to ex-
plaie.""—Dr. Holl's Clairvoyance and the Ciergy, p. 5.

TO THE EDITORS OF THE ZOIST.

Genrremen,—I beg leave to hand you for insertion some
particulars of an extraordinary cure of blindness by mes-
merism. The disease was the result of the eruption of measles
being suppressed : and the mesmeric cure of it seems to have
been attended by the reappearance of a similar eruption seven-
leen years after the suppression. The case ia communicated
to me by C. D. J. Lowder, Esq,, M.D., of Ryde, Isle of
‘Wight, who haa kindly permitted me to publish his name as
a voucher for its authenticity. The mesmeriser was a phy-
sician, a friend of Dr. Lowder, and at the time was resident
in Berlin. He had been pursuing the study of mesmerism
with much ardour, and had been successfol in coring diseases
with it. Dr. Lowder made notes of the case immediately
after his friend had narrated it to him, and has in coafidence
told me his friend’s name, which is withheld merely because
an opportunity of obtaining his sanction for its publication
has not accurred, I quote from Dr. Lowder's letter to me,
written in reply to my application for his confirmation and
detail of the case, after 1 had heard it from a lady who was
one of hia patients,

“Jt appears that my friend, the doctor, was pursuing
practically the subject of mesmerism in Berlin, where be
resided, and amongst other patienta succeeded in curing
some slight cases of pannus* The patient, who is the sub-
ject of your enqguiry, hearing of these cures, called and pre-

A thick opake skin growing over the eyes,—Zoiet.



and reappearance of measles suppressed all that time. 415

sented himself as & patient pronounced incurable by the cele-
brated oculist Jingken, under whose treastment he had long
been, and who had exbausted every means to destroy the
diseased growth which was now covering the entire cornea of
both eyes, and causing almost fotal blindoess. His age waa
24, and he had zuffered from ophthalmia since the age of
geven years. He was then travelling home from school with
the eruption of weasles wpon his skin. They were sup-
Eresaed, and the eyes soon became affected; and had gra-

ually got worse in spite of the treatment of several medical
men, till the resources of art were apparently exhausted in
the hands of the celebrated Jiiogken, well known ae one of
the first oculists in Europe. The doctor, on hearing the his-
tory of the case, at once declined undertaking it as being
hopeless; but his feelings of commiseration led him to yield
to the earnest entreaty of the patient, who implored him to
give it a trial. He wmesmerised the patient daily for two
months without any apparent result; then there came on a
mesmeric crisis in the form of intense fetid perspiration,
compelling the patient to keep his bed. The pannus on both
eyes now began to be absorbed, and gradvally disappeared
entirely : when suddenly the eruption of measles again ap-
peared upon the skin, and every lrace of disease lef! the eyes.
My friend added that he scon after this left Berlin (about a
year before his narration to me}, and that he has recently
had au opportunity of ascertzining from a friend just re-
turned from Berlin that there had been no return whatever
of ophthalmia since.”

1 beg to thank Dr. Lowder for the frankness with which
he met my enquiry, and gave me permission to publish his
pame. There are now so many medical practitioners who
fully believe in the curative agency of mesmerism, and even
practise it on a small scale sub resa, but fear to have their
names publicly mentioned in connexion with the subject as
believers, lest the Lancel! or Medical Times should attack
them and denounce them to the world, that we must admire
the candour of every physician whoe follows Dr. Elliotson's
example and speaks what he believes to be the truth, even
when the truth relates to the professedly hated subject mes-
merizm, and vouches for that truth by appending his name to
a public statement of it.

In The Zoist for October, 1851, No. XXXV, an account
of a cure of insanity was inserted, in a letter from myself to
Dr. Ashburner, who had advised that the patient should be
entrusted to me. The case was not one of a merely tem-
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porary character. Tt had become decidedly chromic: the
sufferer was invalided and sent home from India in conse-
guence of his affliction, and was confined in a private lunatic
asylum in this country between three and four years before
he came under my care; and was then perfectly cured in
twelve months by mesmerism, and restored to the full enjoy-
roent of his personal frcedom. He called to bid me adien on
the 1Bth of last August, in the possession of a “ sound wind
in a sound body,”” about twelve months having elapsed since
his mesmeric treatment was discontinued : and he sailed for
Auatralia with several of his relatives about the end of that
month. I refer to this case s an enidence that our mesmeric
cures of insanity are not merely temporary alleviations but
enduring cores,
I am your obedient servant,
Gronrae Barth.

4, Mornington Creascent.

XVI. An instance of Ellen Dawson’s Clairvoyance. Commu-
picated through Mr. Barth.

“ When Sbakepeare introduces the smzpernstural, it is encugh for os that in
those remote ages people believed in tbe eiistence of ghosts and fuiries, Bat
when Bulwer and Dumaes introduce clairvoyenes as a part of their machivery,
snd make the events depend thereon, doing so as if clairvoyance were an uo-
donbted element in our homan life, then the rebellions understanding rejects an
impertinent what it recagnizes a2 falza.”’— Leader newspaper, Dee. 11, 1852,

** The calm verdict of redson ie against the acceptance of the mesmeric mar.
vels, and no smount of corgruity or historic coberence will meke reason accept
them." —I6id., Review of the Resforaiion of Belief, Oct. 2, 1852,

, Camberweli, Sept. 21, 1852.

Dear Sir,—You were =zo kind as to contrive s moet
pleasant visit for my friend Mrs. E and me to your housa
a short time ugo, on the 6ih of August, to meet and consult
Ellen Dawson; and ber clairvoyance on that occasion waa so
remaarkable that 1 thonght perhaps you might like an account
of it, takeas down at the time, to insert in The Zoisf; that
is, you can make what use of it you please.

Mrs. E. and I had teken our seats in the drawing room,
when Mr. Barth in a few minutes came in, bringing with him
Eilen Dawson, who curtsied in a modest, retiring maoner,
and seated berseif between us. Mr. Barth immediately fixed
s stedfast gaze upon her, at the distance of twelve feet, and
in a very few seconds she was fast asleep, He left her thus
quite quiet for 8 minute or two, and then, placing Mra, E’s
hand in hers, said, ** Well, Ellen, how do you do?” * Quite
well, thank you, Sir,” replied she, “ Well now, Ellen, these
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ladies want you to travel with themw ; will you do so?” “Yes
that I will,” said she; * for they are very unice ladies I see,
or I could’nt go with them.” Mrs. E, smd, “1 want you to
go with me, Ellen, to Terrace, Regent’s Park. 1do
not live there now, but I did two years ago: and 1 want you
to go back to that time, on the 22nd of August, 1850 At
first she said, 1 don’t know the way there: I cannot see
how to go” Buat Mr. Barth excluimed, “Now, Ellen, go
with me from this door, and we will turn to the left, and a
little way on to the right; now, on farther and to the left
again; and vow do you see Gloucester Gate before you 77
She went with him the whole way, exclaiming now and then,
“Yes! I see, that is right—this is Terrace, 1 am sure,
turning to the left after you get in at the gate, with a garden
before it.”” “ Now,” said Mr. Barth, “this lady wants to
consult you about something that happened 1o this house two
years ago.” *“Yes,'” she replied, something that she lost
in the front room of the second floor, over the drawing
room.” 8he rubbed her eyes and stopped as if she were
thinking, or rather, looking infently with her mind, and then
said, ** A small thing out of a box—it was a ring—shining;
a diamond ring, with only one stone—very large—oval in
shape—very valuable, and with something black about it,”
(it was set in black enamel.) * Tt was given you by a relation
—your husband—on a particular day; and you value it so
much, that you would rather buy it over again than not
recover it. You suspected a man of taking it, but be is
innocent: it was taken out of the box, and the box left
behind, by 8 woman sitting in that bed.room, which was in
disorder and dark,” (they were removing.) * Bhe did not
live in your house, but was constantly backwards and for.
wards waiting upon you. She was not tall nor stout—curious
coloured hair—reddish brown—worn plain and out from the
head : very quiet in her manners at times asif full of thought !
in very delicate health—with bad cough. She is not with
this lady now: I don’t see where she is”  Mr. Barth told
her to look and see if she could discover the woman now,
She aliivered and shuddered and said, “ There’s a cloud over
me: I think she’s dead—yes] she’s dead ; she died of con-
sumption some time after the robbery.” #Cun you tell me*
said Mrs. E., *“ what she did with the ring?” ' 8he got a
good desl of money for it,” replied Ellen, * and a ticket, but
not near its value. She got a man, very respectably dressed,
to take it to a shop—a large shop-—where they sell clothes
and all manner of things—not a jewellers exactly.”  *Can
you describe whereabouts the shop is?”  “1t is a good way
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from your bouse—more the city way: 1 go to it over a bridge
—Blackfriars Bridge: there is a lhinendraper’s opposite, and
atalls in the street; it is a turning out of the road on the
left—a fancy baker’s on one side of it : there is a large build-
ing on the same side enclosed in gates—it looka like a school,
but jnside I find it is a chapel.” She described the master
and wen in the shop, and regretted she had not been asked
about it before, as she wae certain she conld have traced and
found it by being put in her clairvoyant state, All that
Ellen Dawson said correspended exactly with what Alexis
and Adolphe Didier had stated {one in Paris, the other ju
London), and neither of the three had heard a single word
or hint of the circumstances of the loss, and each of the three
related the exact facts.

Mr, Barth then turniog to me asked me if I had anything
about me conuected with the person I wished to consult her
about ; a lock of hair, or handwriting : but the only thing I
had was an ivory brooch with stags carved upon it, given me
nearly seven years ago by the person. My hand being in
hers, she felt the brooch, and I told her I wanted her to
travel with me to the person who gave it me, and try if she
could sce him, and tell me what he was doiog at the present
time. “The geuntleman who gave you this,” said she, “ia a
near relation, but not a brother—he is your husband, and
he’s not in London now: he is gone away in a large ship far
off: he went about a twelvemonth ago. 1 see him quite dis-
tinctly : he is not tall—rather stout—light complexion—
whiskers growing.” (I laughed aod said, * Then the climate
must suit them, for he had none at all while in England.”)
“He has a good head—wide forehead rather than high, but
deficient at the upper part of the back ; so that he has not
those aocial qualities that make him fond of home: heisa
roving disposition, and likes going about rather than settling.
He will never stay at one thiug long; is very fond of musice—
it looks like bis business-—he plays by ear—sings sentimental
songs of his own composing—he bas a high voice, allo they
call it 1 asked her whether she could discern any pecu-
liarity about the hands or feet. She cast her closed eyes
downwards as if trying to see, and said, “ His feet are like
any other person’s; but his bands—there’s something strange
aboat the left hand—he bolds it in this way,” (imitating so
exactly what I have often seen that I could have believed him
before me, and could feel no doubt that he was present to
her;} “he generally hides it—it is deformed—and he was
born with it so. He seems to have written, but you have
not got the letter: he ia looking well, and stout, and sun-
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burnt, and has seen hardships: he was more comfortable in
Enagland than he is now: he did not remain at Port Philip—
that is a nasty place—he is gone far up the country, and has
got to the pold-diggings: he is in a hut just now with some
others, and they are obliged to do a great deal for themselves.
I can smell wine, and smoking, and cooking. He has not
been long there: he met a friend who was going, and per-
suaded him to go too: he doesn’t work very hard—he doesn’t
like work—he makes the others work. He has a good bhit of
gold already, which he has turned into mouey, and he thinks
of coming home to surprise you. He will come home, and
Eou will hardly know him except by his hand; but it will not

e for a twelvemonth or more, but you will hear of him soon
through a friend.”

Ellen’s whole deecription is wonderful in its trmth. I
could but sit and listen in the greatest astonishment. I asked
her if I had any other relation in Australia besides him.
““Yes,” she said, *“ at Port Adelaide you have a brother—he
is quite a young man: I see him—he has a wife and child—
and another—a baby,” (the birth of the latter has been since
announced to us.) While her eyes were still fast shut she
described our personal appearance most accurately, Mrs. E.'s
and mive, saying that I was darker in complexion, eyes, and
hair than Mrs. E.: that we hed striped silk dresses on slike,
and the various colours that each had on. With kind com-
pliments.

Believe me, dear Sir,
Very faithfully yours,
J A 8

[

To George Barth, Esq.

XVIL. Dr. Esdaile and Mesmerism in Perth, Commanicated
by Dr. Elliotson.

“It i g prelty noforious fact thal in peraons endvoed with good health and
good rense animal megnetiom generally produces no effect whafever. 1t har beon
fraquently asserted that all the effects of wagnetism may be produced on suscep-
tible individuals without their being aware thut any attempt is being made to
muguetize thetn—as when the gperator comen unobserved behind them. This, if
established, wounld smfficiently prove that there muat be some real agency in the
case independent of any impreesion on the mind or senses of the patient: bat
thiz asseriion vequives mueh more mubriantial evidence than has yet deen adduced
to odiain credence from ceutious enguirers.

** Such sre the powerful effects of animel magnetissn, Of these phenomena,
some, an being hoth in their nature possible, and attested by respectable wit-
nessca, are worthy the attention of sober-minded persons. For example, there

= We have ali the namea aad addresses,— Zoisl.



420 Dr. Klein Grant's ignorance of Mesmerism.

is no doubt bat that warious states of insemgibility, convulsion, &c., may be
produced in certein individuals by the pawings ond afarings calied mesmeric.
Again, with respect to the ic bulism, slthongh the editor Aza
Jound ail the alleged caves of this noture which have come wnder kiz owm obeerva-
tiom Vo de mere impoetures, there is, he conceives, no great improbsbility that
geonoioe cases of the kind may sometimes cccur ; becavse, since it is ungoestion.
sble that somnambelism oocars az & morbid phenomencn in common secp, there
emy uo reason why it may not present iiself as n parullel phenomenon of the
morbid aleep or wtupor calied ic. With respect ta clairvoy und
waiversal lxcidity, those physiologists who have actually witnessed such pheno-
mens may believe in them ; but the greater part of physiologists never have wit-
nevsed thum, aod it may be safely predicted that they never will.

* Mesmerism has becn applied to the treatment of disesses, and it does not
follow that b imal magnetism is an imaginery agent, no remedial effects
are ta be obisined from the process:s styled mesmeric, With reapect io the
puthological revelationn and therapeutic lghts, maid to be derived fram elafrvoy-
ance, every person gifted with common sonee may be left to form his own judg-
ment thereof: but thers are probably many cases of nervows diseases in which
the inflaence of the scusorivm as directed and concentrated an certain parts of
the mesmeric processes, might praduce highly beneficial effecta,

*This subject yet remning to be investigated in aw iropartial and scientific
#pirif: the mesmerists have been actusted by fanaticiam, snd the antimeamerists
by prejudics,” — Lestcon Medicwnt ; or, Medical Dictionary. By the late Robert
Hooper, M.D., F.L.8. Eighth Edition, vevised, corrected, and improved, by
Klein Grant, M. D). London: 1848.%

Perth, Dec. 9, 1852,

My dear Dr. Elliotson,—1It will give you pleasure to learn
that the importance of mesmerism as a medical agent is be-
coming as apparent in the far North as iu the farthest East,
in spite of the utterly groundless assertion that Europeans
are rarely and with great difficulty mesmerised. I had no
opportunities of experimenting upon Europeans in India for

¥ Persons sudowed with good bealth wad good sense nre a2 frequently affected
an others,

Tke proofs of effects on persons not aware that mesmerisation was being
attempted are endless,

The designation of the passes as pawrings is anothor illustration of the volgarity
which usually characterizes the opp ts of ism. Dr, Klain Graot weae
present st my hodwse when some of the Rnest and most unexceptionable cases of
meameriam were shewn : some of which have appeared in The Zoist,

if the greater part of physiclogists will never witness clairvoyance, it will
be their own fault.

The tberapeutic lighta ehine strongly enough in the records of mesmeric cases.

The displsy of Dr. Klein Grant's ignomnce ia carried on to the end, where
he supposes thut nervous affections are the only diseases in which it is beneficial.

1f the medical profession wonld stoop from their giddy height to read The
Zoizf, they wobid escape from exposing themselves for the next generation te
laugh at,

Meny wonder how I have been able to bear up sgaiost the dire hostility and
coarse abuse of my professional brethiren. I hove borne up because | knew that
I had taken all possible paing to ascertain the truth of mesmerism. I koew that
1 had taken equal pains with every medical subject before I wlvocated it, and that
everyihing which I had advocated had at length been admitted. Twenty years ago,
I was » medical witness in a cause in which Mr. Thesiger wna the junior couvsel oo
the opposite side. When | had given my testimony unfovourably to him, he
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surgical purposes: but those who were mesmerised for me.
dical diseases were in general snsceptible to the desired degree
for the cure or alleviation of their complaints, and every day
since my return home has proved the correctness of what I
advanced in my pamphlet [Mesmerism as an dnesthetic and

suggested to the senior connsel who had cross-exsmined me to ask whefler [ did
no! upe (e stethoscope : and his purpose was to ahew that 1 wan fool enough to nee
it, and therefore my evidence not worth ettention, [ replied, ' Yes, in all dia-
easen of the chest ;' and the Jodge, Lord Abinger, scouted the absnrdity of my
being the less qualified to give gooll evidence in the caee,—one of epilepsy.*

Sir Prederick Thesiger is not aware that hiz name ia sure to endare in the enzals
of medicioe as that of an English barrister whose hope to disparage a physician in
& court of justice by signalizing him ae an employer of the stethoscope proved in
what contzmpt the nee of this instrument was once heid by the majenty of the
medical profession o Eaglend, tome of whom had uagoestionsbly abosed his ig-
norsnce 88 many now abuse the ignorance of their patients on the subject of
mesmetism.

This very day, Dee, 15, 1852, | was a second time a medical witness in s
cause in which the same barrister was on the ppposite side.  But what a chaoge !
The cage was one in which my evidence depended upon nbecrvations T hud made
with the stethoscope. These I had to detail. Ths Judge, Chief Justice Jervie,
comprehended them all, and they formed an impaortant part of the mwedieal evi-
dence snd greatly contributed to the success of my side: and F£2000 damages
were awarded to my decessed patient's family, Bir Frederick Thesiger, now
teading coansel and Attoroey.General, made no sttempt to sneer at the stetho.

pe: but aceepled all the symptoms ascertained by ree with it na he did the rest,
Neither, must [ add, did he aneer at meamerism end attempt to damage wy evi-
dence by it: aod this I regard as a proof of the firm root which mesmerism has
taken. That this was from no love of me wan clearly shewn by his eonduct to.
wards me. For he {old the Jury that § wisbed to have it believed that T knew
more than snybody, and waa so determined to appear right that I had ssid whut
positively I had not said. f had stated that 2 heart might be evergrown oul-
wards fexrcentric hypertrophy), so that ita external bulk wed incressed : or that
ita overgrowth might be inwards, and ita bulk pot increassd bat its pubstance
thickened and ita cavitiez lessened, and that this is called inward overgrowth
fconcenfric hypertrophy). 1 added that some writers deny the latter form, and
regerd the appearsnces as the reault of very streng muscular contraction before
death. But I distinetly declared that I begged not to give any euch opinioa. To
have regarded the thickening of the heart in the individusl case as the result of
strong contraction was impossible, for the bulk was pot less then natursl, ua it
must be when the incressed thickness ond the diminished size of the cavities are
caused by very strong contraction. To bave eaid this could bave apswered no
parpose; for my sole object wag to urge the fact tbal the case in question way
ona of greatly incressed thickness inwards with preat dimisuticn of the cavities.
How this state was produced, mattered not : its existence wog my point.

The Chief Justice summed vp immediately after this address, and delivered o
wost able charge, wastering completely nll the medical parts of the case, and
stating correctly sll that I bad eaid.

Had Sir Frederick Thesiger thus sitacked me in the cross-examination
could have fought with kim : bat he courageously deferced it till § was not per-
mitted to reply. To represent me fancying I knew everything and, right or wrong,
determined to be right, was vulgar enough : but to dectare | had said what 1 did
oot say, and bad said this to serve n purpose, was en Bceosation which he would
not buve ventured to make in private life: and I cannot conceive why a man, when

* See my Harveian Oration, p. 63 English version.
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Curative Agent}, * that the depressing influence of disense
will be found to reduce Europeans very often to the impres-
gible condition of the nervous aystem so common among the
Eastern nations.”

Nothing wounld please me more than to be able to spend
my vow superfluous letsure in curing and relieving the af-
flicted by may personal exertions: but, unfortunately, T dare
not indulge in this gratifying employment from the exhaus.
tion and subsequent suffering it always causes me,

It has been supposed, it seems, that because 1 noticed in
the Dedication of my pamphlet to the doctors the sneering
question, * Why does he not do the same here as in India?
let him do so the same in owr hospitals, and we will believe
him,” &c.: it has been supposed, I say, that some such offer
had been actually made to me. Bat, in justice to our or-
thodox brethren, I must say that no one ever had the impu-
dence to make me any such proposal. This wounld have been
a safe bravado, as it is well known that all T have done has
been through the agency of others, and that I declined to
mesmerise in person before the Mesmerie Committee in 1846,
‘“on the ground that this was needless and injurious to my
health,” (see Mesmeric Committee’s Report.)

If any such impertinent offer had been made to me, the
following would have been my reply :—

*To 8. Sawbones, ¥sq., Surgeon,

“ 8ig,—In reply to your obliging offer to permit me to perform
your hospital duties and to satisly you of the truth of mesmerism
without aay trouble on your part, I Fvnsve the honour to inform you,
that seeing I refused to mesmerise in person before the Government
Commission in 1846, when my honour and reputation were at stake,
1 feel still less called upon to injure myself in attempting to satisfy
a person for whose judgment I have no respect, and to whose opinion
I am quite indifferent.—1 am, &ec.”

pleading sq n barrister should depart in the least from the rules of conduet which
are observed among gentlemen in private society.

Seven years ago, the late Lord Chancellar Truro, then Attorney-Generad and
known as Sir Thomas Wilde, was engaged for Mr, Dyce Sombre, acknowledged
ultinately to be lunatic, and § gave evidence sgainat the poor madman’s eanity,
In the Court of Chancery, where of course 1 was nat allowed to speak, this
barrister zaid, '* It waa his duty, ne counsel for Mr, Bombre, to insist that what.
ever errors or follies he had been guilty of, he never was, and is not now, s Iunatic,
or incompetent to the management of his property or person. Men might shew
their confidence in Dr. Elliotson, or believe in mesmeriem, and escape a commis-
+ion ; but et them, from peculiar babits and feclinge, entertain a suspicion of their
wife's fidelity, and they laboured under the delusions of insanity, and must be
confined for life."—Morning Chronicle, July 16, 1844, < Dr, Elliotson, with
his idens respecting mesmerism, was, in his opinion, guite as insane 2z Mr. Dyoce
Sombre.”—T¥mes, Fuly 17th. Lord Chancellor Lyndhuret, so far from gravely
rl;buki_ng Sir Thomas Wilde for this foul language, began joking with him.—Jorx

LEFOTSON.



Ignorance and inlolerance in the Perth Infirmary. 423

Although my hands are tied, those of a medical man have
been actively employed of late in curing a variety of diseases
by mesmerism. Dr. Fraser Thomson, physician to the Perth
Tufirmary, had been misled, ke the great bulk of the doc-
tors, by the confident and ignorant dogmatism of the medical
journals, and had never thought mesmerism to be worth a
moment’s serious consideration till my late parmphlet* fell in
his way. He saw that the facts therein related were of a
description to preclude the possibility of mistake, aod, like a
reasonable being, he set about experimenting for himself in
his hospital. His success in the meamerie treatment of disease
was great and rapid, but, as he will scon make public the
resuits of his practice, I shall anly relate to you two cases
that fell more particularly under my own observatiou.

A young womasn, aged 20, suffering from periodic vomit-
ing of blood with constant sickness at stomach for a year
past, was sent from a distance by her friends to the Perth
Infirmary. Her illness had followed a suppression of the
catamenia : she had been drenched with all kinde of physie,
and bled, leeched, and blistered periodically for the discharge
of blood from the stomach, but all to no purpose. You can
readily believe Dr. Thomson also discharged all his orthodox
artillery against her with no better effect, and then as &
 dernier resort™ asked me if T thought it a case likely to be
benefitted by mesmerism? T replied, that in my opnion it
was, and encouraged him to try. All medicine was left off,
and at the end of a week’s mesmeric treatment the girl was
much better. This was no sooner apparent, than Dr. Thom-
son’s colleague in the Infirmary (wﬁo had offered me all his
patients to practise mesmerism upon a few days before)
thought it his duty to call 8 meeting of the directors, and to
inform them that he would resign if the practice of mes-
merism was permitted in the hospital. Dr. Thomson ceased
to mesmerise the girl in consequence of this, and she soon
became as bad as ever. Her friends on seeing this removed
her to private lodgings, and Dr. Thomson soon resumed the
exclusively mesmeric treatment of her, and agsin with im-
mediate benefit. Her general health, digestion, and spirits
rapidly improved, and her waist, which had been measured
st the commencement, was found to have decreased four
inches in circumference by the end of a month, Towards the
end of the month she predicted in her sleep that she would
become unwell in three days, and during the night-time:
whick was exactly fulfilled by the event. Xer health was

* To be had of Bailliere, Regent Street, price s,
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thereupon fully re-established, aud she has remained perfectly
well ever mince,—a period of five months. She exhibited
many fine and interesting mesmeric phenomena during her
treatment, but it is to the important medical fuci of the
speeidy cure of this long, severe, and intractable disease by
mesmerism aglone, after the failure of all the orthodox reme-
dies, that T now desire to attract the attention of intelligent
men. When Mesmer offered to prove the existence of his
animal magnetism to his brother doctors by curing diseases
before their eyes, he was told by the orthodox suthorities,
“ that in medicine cures wen! for nothing,” which gave ocea-
sion to the wags to eay, “ Then medicine and the arl of curing
are two different sciences, and have nothing in common.”

The next case occwrred in my own family. My niece,
aged 15, had been disordered in her general heslth for some
time, and had not been able to go out for the three last days
in consequence of a severe pain in her left knee that made
her dead Jame. Dr, Thomson, being her medical attendant,
proposed one day to try what local mesmerising would do for
her knee. He accordingly commenced making passes from
the knee to the toes, and in a quarter of an hour the pain
was entirely gone! and she walked with perfect ease. She
had also been suffering frequently from a pain in her left
side during the past year, and 1 asked her if she then felt it?
She replied that she did. Upon which T said to Dr. Thomson,
“*Beeing that she is so sensitive to local passes, you could
probably put her to sleep, and remove the pain in her side
also; it is worth trying. If yon succeed, you may be sure
that there is no imegination at work, for she is a very matter-
of-fact young lady.”’ * Thatis so wuch the better, is it not ¥
said she laughing; and Dr. Thomson ¢commenced mesmeris-
ing her generally. In ten minutes she was profoundly en-
tranced, and insensible to all noises and pricking with a pin.
Muscular power was quite extinguished, and her limbs could
be tossed about as if they did not belong to her. She was
demesmerised after half an hour; awoke free from paiu, and
went out and walked two miles. 'The pain in the knee never
returned, and she informed us that she had been laid up for
several weeks in London with an attack of the same kind,
for which the knee had been poulticed, &c., secundum ariem.
1 ought to have said that she had mever been mesmerised
hefore. The pain in the side having returned, she was en-
tranced a second time in a few minutes, and I said to Dr.
Thomson, “ Although she did not hear her aunt or me speak
to her the first day, she may possibly hear you, and you may
try to make her a somnambulist.”” Dr, Thomson had not
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spoken to her the first day, but he now called her by name,
and she anawered, “ What 7’ * Do you feel the pain in your
side now ' Yes.” “ Will mesmerism cure it 7’ “Yes.”
““How many passes will be required 77 Without a moment’s
hesitation she replied, “ Four,” Dr, Thomson continuerd
without speaking., “ Fourl!” cried she: *it's gone!” and
from that moment she heard all her mesmeriser said, but no
one else. You may inform the editors of the Edinburgh
Monthly Journal that Dr, Thomson’s patients become much
oftener and more readily somnambuliste than the Asiatics 1
have been accustomed to see, and he succeeds quite as often
in mesmerising his subjects. When my niece was thrown
into the profound trance, she usually awoke with » great
sense of fatigue (a very unusnal circumstance), and local
mesmerising was therefore substituted, which slwsys removed
the paroxysms of pain in the side in a few minutes, and had
the contrary effect of exciting her whole system agreeably.
In fact, she felt and looked as if exhilarated by wine, and
the excitement lasted for a good while afterwards. The pain
in the side was scon removed, and she got quite well without
a grain of physic. How few young women are so lucky in
like eircumstances!

It will appear incredible to the next generation of doctors,
and to all reasonable wen in this even, that cases like the
above, reported by medical men of long standing, great ex-
perience, and tried veracity, could not gain admittance into
any medical journal in the year 1852, and would never have
been heard of, but for the volumes of The Zoist.

The medical journals are constantly lamenting * the low
estimation in which our profession is held ;” and who can
wonder at it, if the public judge the profession by them.

I am, very truly yours,
Jaxes Esparnr.

XVIIL. Phenomena observed in Mesmerised Waler.

‘¢ The wisest, the most logical, the honesteat men of the medical profemion,
soout with ineffable scorn the theory of the mesmeric sect, thei there ia an amimal
magnetic fluid. How dare persops, as ignorant of phyaica and phyeiclogy ns o
mad bull, bristle up againat the wise, the Yagical, the wnmercenary ; confiding in
a few medical heretics, whose Aonour or whose mental poteer must be doubted.”’—
Pr. Holl, Clairvoyance and fhe Clergy, p. 13,

Mra. 8. 8., a very respectable person living in my family,
found, on watching the hands during the process of mesmer-
ising, that she could see streams of light like sunbeams pass-
ing from the fingers. At the time when this first occurred
she had never been put into a mesmeric state. On some
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occasions she has seen Jight stream from the eyes, and appear
ae 8 halo over the head of different persons, She has fre-
quently watched the process of mesmerising water, and de-
scribes it as it appears to her as follows.

The light falls from the fingers till it reachea the bottom
of the water, resting there till the whole surface of the bottom
is covered. It then begins to rise till it reaches the top of
the water, making the whole very bright. This part of the
process occupies from four to six minutes, varying with the

uantity of the water and the strength of the mesmenser.
%Vhen the water is quite full of light, a movement like boil-
ing or the motion of the waves of the sea takes place, in-
creasing till the whole gnantity of water is in commotion,
one wave pushing on another. This disturbance then gra.
dually snbsides, and the water becomes qguite still.

From experiments made with a view to determine the
time occupied by the process, it appears that the time, during
which the “boiling” poes on, nearly corresponde with that
required to bring the water to the boiling point, The expe-
riment has been repeated many times with the same observer
nlways with the same result.

On meeting at the Mesmeric Infirmary with a young girl,
aged 13, who, daring the process of cure passed into & par.
tially lucid state, I begged her to deseribe what she saw
when water was mesmerised. She had pever been guestioned
on the subject before. Her description coincided with that
given by Mrs, 8,, with these variations. She spoke of “ blue,”
mstead of “light,” and she said she saw the water full of
very small insects, which dropped down ae the “ blue® de-
scended, “killed as if by a flash of lightning.” When the
water was charged she spoke of its bubbling up, moving and
boiling over “like the waves when the sea is rough,” described
the gradual subsiding of the exciternent, and told me when
the water became still, I did not, as in the former instance,
note the time taken up by the process, but the whole seemed
to oceupy about tenm minutes; the period of the first part
corresponding as well as could be guessed with that taken up
by the second.

The third person from whom I heard a description of
the changes produced in water by mesmerism, was the matron
of the Mesmeric Infirmary, some time previous to her ap-
peintment to that institution, and when she had heard no-
thing of the phenomena of mesmerism, She was in com-
pany with Mrs, S., who is connected with her by marriage,
watching the influence as it proceeded from Mr. Capern’s
hands. Her description corresponded with those I have given
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above, except that she seemed to be more dazzled by the bril-
liancy of the light than her sister-in-law, who was gbserving
it at the same time. Both excleimed at once when the bail-
ing subsided.

Since that time & lucid patient, who had never heard the
subject spoken of, gave Mr. Capern, the secretary, a descrip-
tion agreeing with the other statements. Like the mesmer-
tsed girl mentioned before, she spoke of the appearance as
 blue”

1 hear that small fishes on being put into water com-
pletely mesmerised drop lifeloss to the bottom. T have not
verified this experiment, but it agrees with the statement of
the first lucid patient,

S.E.Des M.

Note.—The water to be mesmerised should fill about one-
fourth part of a plain tumbler. The tumbler should be placed
on the palm of one hand, with the fingers of the other hand
pointing downwards into it. The position of the hands should

not be changed. It interrupts the process to throw or dart
the fingers at the water.*

XTX. A new method of producing Sleep. By Mr. James, of
the Society of Friends. Communicated, with a Note,
by Mr, Janson, of Exeter.

* Bpirit tapping will come bofore the public in the nsual way, and have it
day, like mesmerism, unknown tongues, and other like pbenomens, leaving the
ignorant ss mystified as ever, as they open their eyea to some pew wonder.”—
Family Herald : a domestic magazine of wseful informotion and emusement, Dec,
11, 1852: p. 522, eolumn .

Baannow Grammar School, New Ross,
County Wexford, Ireland, Oct. 25, 1852.
Mr. James to Mr. Janson.

T beg to make you acguainted with a new fact which I
think T have discovered relating to the science of mesmerism,
I have no doubt as to the reality or the utility of the circum-
stances which 1 am aboyt to state, and 1 have not seen any
thing like it in any of the few mesmeric publications which
I bkave read. Perhaps you will mention it to Dr. Elliotson :
he may consider it worthy of a notice in The Zoist.

* Inatances of the appesrance of light will be found in Nea, X111, pp. 124—
139; XXIL, p. 100 ; XXIIL., pp. 225-6, the facts hero erc very remarkuble;
XXV, p. 342, XXVI1L, p. 283; XXIX,, pp. 46, 47, 3723 XL., p. 375.
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It is an easy and simple process of putting myself asleep
(I suppose the natural sleep) merely by the employment of
the wiil and cilention in making imagirary passes ; that ia to
say, passes in fhought only from the top of the head down
over the face.

1 have long fooud it difficult to procure a proper allow-
ance of sleep ; sometimes lying awake the whole night, and
very frequently getting no sleep for several hours, and at the
same time feeling so irritable, pervous, and restless, thatl
could oot read in bed with any degree of comfort or satie-
faction. From time to time I have adopted various means,
and often found bepefit from them : for instance, I have
sometimes risen in the middle of the night, and gone out to
walk for an hour: at other times worked at some mechanical
employment ; washed the surface of the body in cold water;
speut some time in reading, or wniting, or smoking tobacco.

I generally obtained some hours of sound refreshing sleep
by one or other of these methods. But one very cold night,
about 8 month ago, as I lay awake, and did not much relish
the notion of getting up, I began to think of some other
means of procuring

** Tired nature’s sweet restorer, balmy sleop ;"

And as I reflected that many, to whom I had given a few
mesmeric passes for head-ache, tooth-ache, &c¢., bhad slept
well afterwards, I thought perhaps I might be able to apply
the sawe medicine to myself., I accordingly made five or six
prases with one hand, and then settled myself comfortably to
sleep, continuing mentally to draw down over my eyes an
imaginary sort of sleeping influence, and in two or three mi-
nutes T was fast asleep,

Ouv the next niggt I tried the effect of thought or will
alone without any manual operation, apd was almost instantly
transported to the land of dreams. Ever since I have inva-
riably practised this simple plan, once, twice, or three times
each night, as ocension requires; so that I think I have more
than a hundred times put myself asleep, and, by a voluntary
effort of the will, I positively

*“waigh my eyelids down,
. And steep my senses in forgotfulness.”

I haye often counted the number of passes necessary, and
find them generally from three or four to twelve, and some-
times as many as forty. They never once failed ; and I never
asince was obliged to rise for the purpose of trying the effect
of smoking or anything else. I rest well every night, and
have been 1n better health and spirits every day.
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Having well tested this esperiment, and feeling fully
assured of its truth, and thinking it must be of great service
to many persons who cannot procure uecessary sleep, 1 now
take the liberty of making it known to you; and, although I
do not find it an easy matter to describe, 1 llope you will be
enabled to understand me.

You, Sir, were the means of making me acquainted with
wesmerism by writing me a letter, and sending me the April
nurober of The Zoist. This is my apology for troubling you
with this communication.

With grateful acknowledgments, I now bid you farewell,

NOTE BY MR. JANEON.

I de not suppose there is anything reaily mesmeric in
Mr. Jaumes’s process; it appears to be simply an effect pro-
duced by soothing and firing the mind, without any effort of
thought. Many have been in the habit of producing a similar
effect by imagining a steadily continued series of motions;
as, for example, imagine you are looking at a gap in & hedge,
through which a large flock of sheep are escaping. You
watch them (mentally), and seem to see them popping through
in regular succession, each with a slight leap, as he clears the
hedge-bank : and before all the flock is through, you will be,
as Mr. J. poetically expresses it, “ transported to the land of
dreams,” However, this process of imaginary mesmeric
passes may be even atill more effective.

There is moreover something so truly innocent in the idea,
that 1 think even the most virolent of the “ Sefarics’” (a race
by the way that is now very rife, and rapidly increasing)
could hardly, T think, find brass enough to Taise a zerious

objection to it. -
H. U. Janson.

BOOKA RECRIVED.

Meemeriam considered iu connexion with Persona! Responsibility.

The design of this pamphlet in to “ wamn the ignorant and unwary of the
paramount necessity ™ of being upon their guard against riamm, i
as Scriptore tells us that whoever consults with familiar gpirits, or is an enchanter
or necromEncer, &0C., is au sbomination to the Lord. ** Mesmerism is a fact, s
reality,—not an imposture, nor a mere cresture of the imagiostion *’ (p. 5), bot
the writer aleo tells gs, that there are **such things s roagic and witcheraft, and
curious and unlawful aeta,—which God condemns, snd of which He prohibits the
use, under the most terrible penalties.”

We certainly had hopad that the bearing of Seripture upon mesmeriam, in the
sundry passages referred to, had been explained away long ago.  In Vol. VIL of
The Zowst, p, 401, it is said (in n paper which we should etrongly recommend to
the consideration of the writer) :—

VOL. X. HH
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“ Even supposing that it were proved that all the canes of magie, witcheraft,
&c., on record were in reality mesmeric, we can perfecily anderstapd the reason
of the prohibitions given to the Jews. It was designed to put down all attempts
to resort to the aid of demons. Whether the attempt were successful or not,
whether the demona were real or imsginary, makes po dilflérence as to the moral
character of what was forbidden. And the reason of the prohibition no longer
ezista, when men have cessed to believe in or to attewpt soythiog of the kind.
No ope would now acruple to ornament his furniture with a brazen figure of
sorpent, because there is vo danger uvow of its being an object of idolatroas
worship, Like the brazen serpent which king Hezeldah (very wisely and rightly)
! brake in pieces.' "' {Review of Dr. Maitland's book by A. B.)

1t in, however, perfoctly idle to waste the time of our readers by a grave refn-
tation of the well-inteationed nonsense of this pamphlet, Fansticism will have
its course, and famatics must have their sny, What arguments ¢an avail with a
writer who says that ** there is more fAan sufficien evidence to prove that there is
spiritusl or mopernatural operstion ™ in the action of mesmerism ? And cer-
tainly we should like to learn who is the ** eminent medical mean ”’ wha admits that
in mesmerism * there is o twofold operation, physical and spititosl, natural end
supernstural!’”” He may practise mesmerism, and be a good and religions tao,
as our suthor aasures 0z ; but his systers of veasoning must be m curiosity.

The following are the three **alarming and dangerons resalts ™ which follow
from the practice of mesmeriam, necording to the sage notions of the pemphleteer.

“ 1pt. It has » weakening and defiling effect on the spirite of those who use
it!" (Of thin we have scen nothing. We know, however, that it bas a strength-
ening and parifying effect on the bodier of those who emplay it.)

“ 2ndly. Sstan uses it, where it is accompanied by clairvoyance or necro.
mapey, in order to introduce falschood in religions practice and doctrine.

* 3rdly. It belps on the incrensing infidelity and neology of these days, and
some already are fouad to ascribe the miracles of our Locd to mesmeric power."’

When the suthor shall have endeavoured to prove the above extraordinary po.
sitions by » slight approach to evidence and with the exercise of u litile reasoning,
it wil! be time eoough for ua to think of replying to him after » serioes fashion.

Clairvoyance and the Clergy. By Robert Hull, M.\D. Loudon ; 1852,
Price Threepence.

We cannot advise ony one to resd this vulgar snd wesk piece of ignorance
and fury.

Washy Stufl ; but warranted Fast Colowrs. Being two letiers in reply to
Clairvoyance ond the Clergy. By an East Anglian Clergymen, Londan: 1852,

This is the production of a gemileman, with a well-trained and well-informed
intelluct. -

A Lecture on the phenomena of Dreams, Mesmeniam, Clairvoyance, &c. By
the Rev. Thomas 8, Milliagton, late Curate of St. Sepulchre’s, Northampton.
1852. Price Oue Shilling.

It is grievoun that the medieal profession so veglect their duty na to leave the
task of snch lectures to the clergy.

Sonl: or the Hebrew word Nephesh, with the Greek word Pauche. By
William Glen Mopcrief, Edinburgh: 1852, Price Threepence.

The design of this pamphlet is to give s plain view of the Hebrew and Greek
words in the Bible that are translated soul ;—tbe former being Nephesh, and the
latter Ppuche : and to abew that their meaning is widely different from that of
the English word sou! as employed theologically,

The uuthor informs us that Naphesh, which springs from Nephash, fo Sreathe,
ia in many pasdages actuelly transloted dreal’ ; in many others, creqfure or ani-
mal; in many pthers, life; that in many others it signifies person ; in some
dead body; in sowme that it describeg certain of the powers, desires, sppetites,
or mentsl states of man,
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He peat informs us that Panche, which radically meaps breaih, is frequentiy
tranalated ffe; frequently signifies personaiity ; sometimes dead persons ; some-
timea o power or mental slate ; and in one passage a fish,—Rev. avt. 3, * and every
living nonl pruche) died in the ses.”’

We have always contended thst man is & material body, endowed with certain
properties or powers, elisting frome & certain composition in certain cirputm.
atances : and that, when he dies, he &y nature ends for ever: but that the Chris-
tinn doctrine declares he will enjoy immortality,—will live again, ot in virtue of
his patare, but by s miracle (see Nos. I1L., p, 288; XIL, pp. 421.6; XXI,,
p. 12; XXIX,, pp. 68.9; XXXIV,, pp. 125.6; XXXIX., pp. 313-5); end
Bishop Law, it will be reen ab p, 314, says, ' But neither do fhese words, nor
any other, so far aa I can find, eswer stand for & purely immaterial principle in
man, or & substance, whetever some imagine they mean by that word, wholly
peparable from, and independent of, the body.” When be lives again, the
Scripture declares that his condition will be different, To ue it in incomprehen.
sible : we have not facnliics to comprehend it : but it is termed epiritusl. What
is patural must be learnt from experience and reasoning on experience: what is
supernatursl, as a futare state, muat be believed on eupernatural authority.

With all this the author agrees : for he thus concluden:—

*1at, From the preceding pages, ia it not fully evident, that the scriptural
idea of a soui and the theological one are as different ns could be imagined ? Az
for *immoertsl sonls,” and ‘ deathless sonls,” and *wpqguenchable souls,” &c., the
Bible knows nothing of them: such language is commob in prayers, sermons,
treatises, and even newspapers, but the very opposite is the inspited representa-
tion of our nature. Dust we are, sod unto dust we shall retumn. Men are
mortal ; we need to ‘ ssck for’ immortality, Rom. ii. 7. The Bible-description
of man is * corrupiidle men,’ Rom. i, 23. ''The wages of sin is death ; but the
gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord,” Rom. vi. 23.

ti2nd, If to be s “soul, is to be immortal, then all bresthing animale in the
world, great na the elephant, small 2s the insect, arc immortal nlao, for they are
aa much sonla av man. Do none of these ereatures die? [s it got true that the
beasta * perish 2’

# 3rd. SBinee the feoul of man,” is the fragile Yife of & wan, or simply the
mortal man himaelf, it is evident that, when & msn dies, & sonl dies; wben 6 man
is destroyed, a soul is destroyed ; and when a men is paved from death, & agul is
saved from dissolction and corruption. Thus, when a man dies he becomes
neegearily as it he kad neper been. Thia fact is explicitly affirmed ia Job x. 18,
19. So far from continwing to think, his thoughts perieh, Ps. cxlvi. 3, 4,—~he
oow kpows nothing, Eec. ix. 5, 6.—he, however pious before death, capnot now
praise the Lord, Pa. cxv. 17,—be iz celeep till the remtrrection-trumpet shall
pound, Dap, xii. 2; 1 Thess. iv. 14,

“ 4th, The only prospect of the deed recovering conscicusness, ia, therefors,
by a resurrection. Hence the importance of that Seriptural doctrine,—a doctrine
now nearly forgotten, at lesst rendered, through the dogma of immortal-sondism,
singularly valueless. We are helped thus to see the force of Paul’s language, and
it is only in the light thrown by Scripture on man, that it can at al} be accurstely
understood, —* if Christ be not raised—they (the believing mn) slse which are
Jfaillen asicep ece PRRISUED ;' K £, they have ceased to be for ever, ¢ If after the
wanner of men [ have foaght with beasts at Ephesus, what adrantageth it me, if
the dead rise not ! lpt ns eat and drink, for to-morrow we pig,” 1 Cor. xv. 32,
How can it be forgotten that the only consclation the Divine Redeemer bad for
the weeping Martha was * Thy brother "—hoa gone to glory ? no—"* thy brotber
SHALL R16E Adain,” And what else had Paual for the horeaved Thessaloniang ?
1 Thees. iv. 14 18,  The dead in Christ smarr r1ar firat.'

‘' 5tb. Glory be te the Son of God, who hath brought * life and immortality *
—incorruptible life—' to light through the gospel,” 2 Tim. i, 10. * Now is Christ
risen from the dead, and hecome the first fruita of them that slept,’ I Cor, xv,
20, 23.

“ How awfully the Life.Giver, the blessed Redeemer,——who is the only Im.
mortalizer,—has been dishonoored, by telling men that they are all mortud beings |
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To the wicked it is said their * end is destruction,’ and bow can good men continve
to afirm their end is preservation; hfe inslead of death? < The wicked ehall
perish, and the enemiea of the Lord shal! be as the fat of lambs; they smaws
CONBUME, [NTO SMOHE SHALL TEEY CONSUME AWAY," Paalm xxxvi. 20.

“Gth, At present believers have a conatitution of heing simiiar to Adam, of
whom it is written, * the first man Adam wes mede (info, Greek eis) a living
sonl,’ 1 Cor. xv. 45; Gen. 1. 7. This is the animal state, or the state in which
beman beings live by breatbing, out of which every one may ascend to 4 higber
constitution or sehlimer mode of existence, as all the true saints ultiwately shall.
This second slage, or state, is calied the ! spiritunl © one, in 1 Cor. xv. 46, ' That
was pot first which is spiritual, but that which is naturl ( prechibon—literally,
soudish or aoulical), and afterwarda that which is spirifual,’ for, the spostla says,
*there is s natural (prechiton—eondical) body,’ or being, and ¢ there is o spi-
ritual body,” or being, v. 44, Speaking of the dead seints and their resorrection,
he declares, * It ia sown (laid in the grave) s natural {soulical} body,' or they lie
dowa soulical; *it is raised & gpirituel body,” or they are cesurrected apiritual,
v. 44. Ipto this,—the higher and purer atate of humanity, the living saints will
be ingtantineousiy changed at oor Lord’s sppearing ; and all must andergo this
transformation, thet is, be gpiritualized, whatover may be the full import of the glo-
rious !anguage used when describing their destiny, since ©fleah and blood (soulical
bumenity ¥} cannot inherit the kingdom of (God, neither doth corroption inherit
incorruption,” v. 50. But, blessed be God, every saint may exclaim, ! as we
have borne the image of the earthly (Adam), we shall also bear the image of the
heavesly’ (the Lord from heaven), v. 47.

1 1t seeme, then, Scriptural to tell men that, througb tha Redeemer, they may
yet be spiritualized, or BfcoME sPIRITS. At present men bave a apirit—- the
apirit of life from God,' Rev. xi., 11, that evanishesw when the man {7/ is not the
msu) dies, like his thoughts which perish oo that very day, Ps. exlvi. 3, 4; bat
in the kingdom of God men may live as spirita yet, equol to the angels of light.
That is the second, the perfect, the spiritual, the divine condition of bumanity ;
and io this state Jesus himeelf oow exists, the model and the fountain of the
change that is, ere lang, to be wrought upon kis martyrs and frienda.

* Sp fur, then, from sotLs being imroorta!, the Scripture teaches us, wheo it
is rightly onderstood, that it ought to be ocur holy ambition, and onr esrmest
prayer, that we may yel CEASE To BE B0ULS, and BECOME BPIEITS., Souls are
rot tramortal ; men must merge into sPIRITS if they are to live for ever in the
incorruptible kingdom. The soulire! form of humenity must perish, being cor-
ruptible, for ' flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God;" spirit alone
abides, since it alone is adspted for censeless duration, Thrice bleseed ave they
who shall crase o Be sovLrs, or crestures liviog by breathing; and become
tike the spiritund Lord from besven, when he descends the second time without
fin unto selvation, Awen. Alleluia.”

We wishk everybody to resd this threepenny baok.

The Disruption of the Chureh and its remedy. By Alexander Alison, Esq.,
author of the Fufure. Second Edition. Brighton: 1b52.

Morse's Patent. Full exposare of Dr. Charles T. Jsckeson's pretensions to
the invention of the American Electro-Mugnetic Telegraph. By Hor. Amor
wtodall, late Postmoster-General, U.S, Whashiogton : 1852,

NOTICES TQ CORREAPONDENTS.

The communications from Dr. Ashburoer, Dr, Burq, Mr. Capera, Mr.
Cbase, Dr, Collyer, Dr. Ellictaon, Mr, Hanoent, Dr. Laurie, Mr, Parker, and
Mr. Thompyon, ara enzvoidably postponed.

Mr. Alfrad Laughton is referred to Dy, Esdeile’s Article.

Mr, Wallace ie informed that the Academy hss maede no sech report: clsir-
voyante have been punished.

END OF VOL. X,



