


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































' I. 

!· 
i r 

378 THE WORD 

ness to interfer e with and modify the brutal work of brutal 
men engaged in a relentless fight with nature in their effort 
to build up a place of security in which they might relax and 
allow the soft er feminine element-useless in this ruthless 
strife-to rest and comfort them after t heir st renuous strug­
gle up and through matter. 

Was that of masculine domination satisfac­
tory-permanently sa tisfactory-or was it not? Surely not, 
or it would have continued, instead of permitting, inviting 
its poets, its singers, its prophets and its Christ, t o change 
the tenor of their inspiration ; t o teach peace and love and 
good will, and other ideals which were the antithesis of those 
their predecessors had been following. 

So we find the Hebrew Dispensation of the Masculine 
followed by the Christian Dispensation of the Feminine, 
and the latter seemingly fading away in its turn as did its 
predecessor. And what is to take t heir place ? Something 
surely must, for however cocksure our hard-headed practical 
man of the world may be of himself and his own powers, he 
knows equally well that he cannot live on bread alone. He 
realizes like the old Hebrew fighting men did that he must 
have some ideal in his life; he is seeking it desperately in 
all kinds of relaxations, all kinds of stimulants and excitants, 
to keep his nerves keyed up to the pace that his god of ef­
ficiency demands of him. Some of these big efficient men are 
even turning back to the Church in search of the something 
they feel to be lacking, despite all their success. Magazines 
are taking up the question of the efficiency of the Church, 
in the matter of giving these willing seekers what they want; 
and the consensus of opinion seems to be that t he Church 
is failing to sat isfy the hunger of these men. The Church 
is still offering them the old, old platitudes t hat they have 
a lready demonstrated "don't do,, from a business standpoint. 

These men say-and justly say-that this twentieth 
century is presenting utterly different problems to those 
which the prophets of either the H ebrew or the Christian 
Dispensations had to deal wi th. That a man today must 
have the vision in himself, if he is to be considered at all 
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worth while; that he cannot borrow it from another, how­
ever great. He is also apt to demonstrat e, to the confusion 
of the ordained church leaders, that their methods of caring 
for the spiritual ideals of the world are antiquated; and, that 
if the old ideals are worth caring for and saving, he as an 
efficient business man can show them a trick or two that 
their inspiration has quite failed to suggest. 

And everywhere that we find the urge of personal ef­
ficiency, we also find men claiming the right to personal 
vision. In fact we are becoming used to hearing the expres­
sions, "He has vision," concerning this man and that. And 
we understand by that expression today, nothing of the old 
relig ious, mystic sense, in which it was formerly used, but 
something quite different. We mean-when we say that a 
man has vision today-that he sees material possibilities 
in a big way, and feels within himself the power to g rapple 
with them and convert them into material facts. In short, 
it does not require very close thinking to arrive at the con­
clusion that the thing called Inspiration- which for ages has 
been recognized as the prerogative, the exclusive privilege 
of t he mystical t emperament , a nd as being incompatible with 
and antagonistic to rationa lism-is today being recognized 
as one of the most important functions of all constructive 
thought; that instead of being divorced from reason, it is, 
in fact, the very essence of all true reasoning processes. 
W ere this not so, the processes of logic could not have been 
perceived to be correct. 

In this relation we may recall one of our important 
T heosophica l propositions, namely : If you desire informa­
t ion on any subject, you may, by placing it in the mind for 
consideration, receive light on that subject. Receive light 
on t he subject! Just what does that mean? From where 
does t he mind receive t his light, this illuminat ion? From 
the senses ? Hardly; because all their reports ·have them­
selves to be translated by the aid of the same .light we are 
considering. So we usually say, because we are a little afraid 
of the issue, from the mind's own essence, and let it go at 
that. But suppose we are asked what we mean by the 
mind's own essence, what arc we going to answer? W hat 
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are those of us who pride ourselves on our rationalism, who 
hold ourselves sternly aloof from the use of all subjective, 
psychic, methods of knowing, what are we going to answer, 
regarding this essence of the mind which illuminates its 
processes? Are we to still insist that we are holding our 
psychic senses shut, or are we going to frankly acknowledge 
that the essence of anything is subjective in its nature, and 
that whether we like or do not like the idea, we are our­
selves-exactly according to our mental development-de­
pending on these psychic senses for any and all illumination 
we may get through our mental processes. It does not mat­
ter whether we recognize the truth or not, the unfoldment 
of these subjective senses is going on just the same, and we 
are absolutely dependent on the illumination they shed on 
our mentation for our mental development. 

Now it is the growing recognition of this inner power 
of illumination possessed by every man that is making the 
demand for greater personal efficiency, for initiative, for 
egoism of the higher kind. And what does it mean, for 
surely the wave of individualism that is sweeping the world, 
that is repudiating the authority of priest and teacher, of 
occultist and master, and insisting that the personal I is 
above all other I's, means something. We see a struggle 
going on-in Europe, to the bitter end-and if we examine 
closely we shall see that the issue is between the authority 
of Spirit and that of Matter; between the Objective and the 
Subjective. The fight is going to be to a finish, in both the 
individual rationalist who is repudiating the authority of 
anything not controlled by his reason and his objective 
senses, and in the nations who are arrayed against each other 
in the same desperate repudiation of each other's claims. 
And it means exactly that the last fight is on between the 
Masculine and Feminine forces of this world. For the whole 
unrest, in nations and individuals, in war, in feminism, in 
suffrage, in the death grapple between labor and capital, is 
based on the illusion of separateness between the Subjective 
(Feminine) and the Objective (Masculine) forces of the 
universe; of the quarrel in fact between Spirit and Matter. 

The Masculine, as we have seen, has failed as a domi-
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nant world principle with the passing of the Hebrew Dis­
pensation. The Feminine is now passing with the Christian 
Dispensation; and we are on the edge of a great and drastic 
change which is being ushered in with terrible dramatic 
force. The struggle in Europe is, as we have seen, typified 
in a microscopic way in the drama of the souls of large num­
bers of individuals who, in the face of the awful devastation 
of peoples, and the futile cries to a god who refrains from 
interfering, are feverishly striving to adjust themselves and 
their ideals. And out of the blind, chaotic struggle which is 
winnowing the souls of the people, and which is indeed noth­
ing less than the throes of a new birth, there will come 
another dispensation to th.e world, a new religion, a new 
inspired understanding; and it will be what is known to 
Christians as the coming of the Holy Ghost, who will make 
atonement both in persons and peoples, between Spirit and 
Matter, between the great Sex Principle which is now so 
drastically divided into offensive camps of Masculine and 
Feminine. 

And the Holy Ghost as a new-born spiritual Christ will 
blend together in harmony its Father (Force) and its 
Mother (Love) ; and it will live and grow in the heart of 
every man, blending within itself all the warring forces of 
the man's nature and acting as a dynamo of potency on 
which the man may draw as he needs, and no longer look for 
his salvation outside of his own being. The Mother, Father, 
and the Son principle will be firmly knit in the man's flesh 
and blood and bones, and at last his house will be set in order 
and no longer clash against itself. 

And then the true Art of Living will begin to be under­
stood; the bandages will be taken from the eyes of the sub­
jective, feminine, spiritual principle, and atonement will be 
made with the masculine, reasoning principle. These two 
will at last consummate their ordained mystical marriage; 
and, as a result, the Holy Ghost, that longed for Comforter, 
will be born in the heart of the man who will then be raised 
from his status of a more or less crude mechanic to an intel­
ligent demonstrator of the true Art of Living. 

Now the average thinking man believes that in some 
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way, · which neither he nor anyone else can explain intelli­
gently in words, he arrives at his mental decisions con­
sciously; he thinks a problem out, and on arriving at a de­
cision is quite sure that all the processes by which he has so 
arrived at it are conscious processes. He believes that the 
laws of logic are inviolable, relentless, and accepts their final 
conclusions as indisputable. And, so far as certain obvious 
truths are concerned, they are. For instance: No finite being 
is exempt from error; All men are finite beings; Therefore, 
no man is exempt from error. 

That is a well-known sample of a perfect syllogism, 
which is indisputable. And if our every mental problem was 
as obvious as that, this accepted method of argument would 
suffice to decide them all for us. But despite the fact that 
educated men thoroughly understand this process of deduc­
t ive reasoning and easily apply it to the purely objective 
problems of life, they find that it is almost useless when 
applied to problems which are not obvious, and among the 
not obvious ones are the whole range of problems which 
we may designate as subjective as compared with objective. 
Thus when we admit the subjective into even the most 
obvious problem it is liable to become vague and dubious 
in its objective premises. For instance, the statement that 
all men being finite are liable to error, is at once challenged : 
Are men essentially finit e, and if t hey are is it not possible 
for them to become exempt from error? All r ationalists will 
deny the right of any such challenge. They know men a re 
finite and not exempt from error, and that settles it-for 
them; but not for spirituaJly awakened thinkers. 

So it appears right at the outset that the inviolable 
laws of logic are not after all inviolable, since two equally 
intelligent men may disagr ee concerning premises of any 
syllogism. And it follows that if they cannot agree on the 
premises they will never agree on the conclusion. The rea­
son for t his is that the m ore a man becomes spirit ually 
enlightened the more he will see those laws of matter, which 
he had supposed to be inflexible and inviolable, extending 
themselves and merging one into another, so that to be able 
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to say dogmatically, this is true, that false; this shall stand, 
that fall, becomes more and more impossible to him. And 
he learns also that what, he had in the past prided himself 
on as his faculty for pure objective reasoning, for cold logic, 
was indebted for even what accuracy its processes possessed 
to something that was not cold logic at all, but that warm 
feminine sex principle, called intuition, or illumination, that 
heated the cold logical processes into a glow sufficiently 
bright to enable the thinker to see what grain of truth 
existed therein. 

Now I think the difference between an artist and a 
mechanic might fairly be summed up in the statement that 
the one is more skilful than the other; and he is more skilful 
because he has developed more of his potentialities into 
actualities than has his less successful brother. 

The mechanic-and he may be a bricklayer or a mer­
chant prince - knows the rules of his trade, is perfectly 
skilled in them, satisfied with them, and so long as his father 
and his father's father were satisfied with the dictum that 
two and two make four, he is satisfied to let it go at that, 
and would consider a man a fool and wasting time, who 
bothered his head with questioning the authority which in 
the first place forced the conception on us that two and two 
do make four. And to many of us such questioning would 
seem futile and tending away from that greatly-to-be-de­
sired god, Efficiency. But as a matter of fact the man who 
was "wasting his time" asking foolish questions, was having 
these same foolish questions intelligently answered, because 
he was foolish enough to bother with them. And the exer-. 
cising of his mental faculties on abstract problems, tbat were 
mere foolishness to his brother mechanic, gradually resulted 
in the opening of his spiritual eyes and ears, and he slowly 
developed from the mechanic to the artist and had vision 
and began to achieve things great and artistic. Nor is it 
fair to protest that by far the greater number of artists do 
not achieve greatly; that their vision is often poorly and 
meanly expressed. Because the great fact is that they have 
any vision at all. And the truth of the assertion that even 



•• s • 
. " ! 

384 THE WORD 

poor vision is better than the greatest blind material suc­
cess, is shown by the fact that as soon as any mechanic-­
no matter how skilful he may be-begins to see the gleam, 
he becomes unfi. tted for his mechanical job, and, of course, 
has to pay the price in material things for quitting it. But 
even though all that he gets in return is the ability to be a 
very poor artist, you will never find him returning willingly 
to the cut and dried mechanical job he has deserted. · 

Now what is meant by this "vision" that men are talking 
of today? Clairvoyance, pure and simple. But some may 
exclaim--clairvoyance I Why they arrest clairvoyants in 
New York State and clap them in jail-and a good job too. 
Quite so. Also they sometimes arrest ministers of the Gos­
pel of Jesus Christ-they did so one day lately in New York 
City, and sent him to the "Island" for one month-and a 
good job too. Do you see the point? Are we to decry either 
Christianity or clairvoyance because a clergyman and a 
medium prove themselves rascals or fools? We might as 
well decry literature, art, music, any and all the ideals of 
the world, because many of their best exponents have been 
viciously immoral in their personal private lives. As a mat­
ter of fact clairvoyance means seeing into the reality of 
things a little better with it than without it, and whether 
I use it wisely or foolishly makes no particle of difference 
to the enormous value of the thing itself. And that applies 
to all manifestations of spirit as they come to any human 
being in any form of development which consciously or 
unconsciously involves them. Much protest has been made 
in the past, and is still made, against allowing what are 
called the psychic faculties or senses to be opened. Theoso­
phists usually modify such warnings by acknowledging the 
value of these inner, subjective senses, but advise that they 
should be severely inhibited, that is, kept shut up and ignored 
even after you have become aware of their existence-until 
you are sufficiently mentally developed to be trusted to use 
them without making a fool of yourself. But they do not 
in any clear definite manner state how you are to know when 
you are so sufficiently developed-presumably because they 
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themselves have not yet arrived at that point of develop­
ment, and so know nothing whatever about it save by hear­
say. And that hearsay we have hart with us through the ages 
ever since the few decided that they would lose their power 
over the many if the many once learned the secret of their 
own power and began to develop it. But today the many 
will not be much longer denied, and under the new Dispen­
sation of Individualism which is dawning, they will not be 
satisfied to let any other man or god set the standard of 
their morals or aspirations for them. They will be loyal to 
the urge of the new spirit (the Holy Ghost) within them 
and demand of themselves nothing less than the possession 
of all their powers. And once a man begins so to demand, 
the answer is quite speedy, the illumination very quick. But 
so long as he holds back and says I must not push in here 
or pry in there lest something jump out and hurt me-well, 
so long as he is thus bound by the opinions of others who 
quite possibly know even less than he about what lies behind 
the closed doors of his spirit, so long as he holds obediently 
and decorously back, he will be quite safe from any shocks, 
from any sudden enlightenment that might make him dis­
contented with the way he is handling his job of living; and 
he will probably be much more content than if he did so pry 
and question; for as sure as he does, so he will quickly lose 
that content, and with it any smug idea that he is really 
somewhat of an artist in living. He will discover that he 
is merely a mechanic and probably not much of one at that. 
And if he holds on to the slogan, "safety first," well, he will 
continue to be safe, and his mechanical job will not be en­
dangered. Though how teachers of this safety first idea­
whether among our Theosophical brothers or anywhere else 
-find the scheme of meditation compatible with it, I confess 
I do not understand. For every teacher of the occult, every 
veriest tyro in it, knows that meditation is the one most 
potent key to the unlocking of the psychic senses. Every 
gleam of light that illuminates the mind comes. th~ou~h 
some crack in those doors; and as surely as med1tatto~ !s 
persisted in, just so surely those secret doors of the sp1r1t 
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will be opened up whether the disciple is aware of what Is 
happening or not. 

So if the student would make himself quite safe, he 
should by no means meditate, for just as surely as he does 
he will find his own spirit beginning to assert itself and 
demanding free expression. And once that happens his 
safety first idea is of about as much use as a restraining 
influence as a straw in the wind. 

Now I believe no man can enter into the true art of 
living without having all his faculties developed-both the 
feminine, subjective ones, as well as the masculine, objective 
ones. And I believe that the only way to develop them har­
moniously is to develop them both together, when they will 
act and react on one another-exactly as does that light 
which we recognize as illuminating the mind in meditation; 
it not only lights the subject in the mind, but lights itself 
and allows the mind to know the thing from which it is 
receiving its illumination. As for the dangers growing out 
of so-called illegitimate opening up of the inner senses, it is 
as obvious that they exist as that they can be avoided. 
Everything that comes up out of the imagination of man 
through those magic spirit portals is a direct answer to the 
call t he man makes. If his desires are pure and intelligent 
they will be answered in kind; if the reverse, in their kind. 
And this is t he principle of all life. "As a man thinketh in his 
heart so he is," and as he is, so he will receive-good or evil. 
And he may not hope to escape his just dues by exerting his 
strength to hold shut the doors through which his friend or 
his foe may enter. For truly, after all, his friend and foe 
are both in his own heart, and if he will face that fact clearly 
and side once for all with his friend, he may quite safely 
leave that friend to guard the door against any foe. 

And suppose many mediums desecrate this sanctuary 
of theirs by inviting in through those open doors unworthy 
visitors; are you and I because of them to consider ourselves 
also desecrators? 

There are undoubtedly dangers besetting the psychic 
path. I myself know of them personally; but I also know that 
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an average amount of common sense is all that is required 
to avoid them. Perhaps that is not quite enough- though 
it is necessary. Perhaps I should say that a sense of the 
integrity of the ego is the first necessity for safety during 
one's first steps along the way of this new art of living. 
But then, for that matter, even the skilful mechanic who 
has as yet seen no vision must have that sense of the integ­
rity of his ego or else he can be nothing more than a slave 
to the opinions and authority of others. So common sense 
does cover the bill. 

But perhaps it may be asked: "What is to be got more 
from the psychic than I can get from the purely mental?" 
Alone from the psychic, nothing worth while. That I be­
lieve to be certain. \i\Then I say worth while I mean worth 
while in the large permanent sense. Also nothing in that 
same sense can be got from physical mentation-if such a 
condition exists. No, the whole point of this article is to 
show that neither the mental nor the psychic, neither the 
masculine nor the feminine, can succeed alone in the building 
of any permanent art of living. It is only in the perfect 
harmonizing of these two sides of the same shield that true 
permanent results can follow; only through the mystic mar­
riage that the inner Christ can be born. And it is only be­
cause of the preordained abasement of spirit before matter, 
of the feminine under the masculine, that men are still insist­
ing today on the necessity for the development of mentality, 
before the understanding of spirituality can be attempted. 
That is putting the cart before the horse with a vengeance I 
Really it is astonishing! Why, Buddha and Jesus expressly 
taught-in fac t it was the essence of all their teaching­
tha t by seeking inside we should find the key to all outside. 
It seems really as if we need not look any further than this 
one attitude of our present-day teachers regarding the rela­
tive value of mentation as compared with intuition to realize 
the cause of all the seething unrest of the world. Why, the 
other day a Theosophical friend said to me, "We discourage 
all emotion in our society." Discourage all emotion! I 
think probably he meant something else-I hope so. But 
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discourage emotion! Why, emotion is feeling. You cannot 
know anything that you cannot feel. You can talk about 
Love, Charity, Brotherhood from now until doomsday, and 
that is all the merit you will acquire if you do not feel them; 
if the emotion of them docs not make you get out into the 
world and express them in some t angible act. 

Well, all that will, I fi rmly believe, be changed under the 
swiftly coming .New Dispensation when every man will be 
his own inspirer and the one inspired; w hen he will look 
outside himself for no prophet to prophesy for him; when 
old laws will be old laws and he will make new ones for his 
new consciousness; when he will express himself as a skilful 
artist in life and will do it by the perfect balancing of his 
thinking and his feeling. Then he will no longer be afraid 
of his own undeveloped powers, but will take them and use 
them ; and I have a hope that our Theosophical Society will 
take on new life and realize that if thei r beloved science 
teaches t hem anything, it t eaches them that each one of 
them should become a living fi re, a prophet for his own 
guidance, a man of vision with his keen eyes envisaging 
the future, rather than lingering on t he past t hat is past. 

My fr iends, the g iants of old are a story told whatever 
their name and fame ; and the only reason t hey have come 
down to us in honor is because they dared to be original. 
They had the vision and people followed them because they 
instinctively felt them t o be geniuses in the Art of Living. 
Suppose instead of st riking out originality, trusting their 
own spirit, their own inspiration they had trusted to that of 
some bygone dead man; do you suppose they would ever 
have been g iants, and their story have come down to us? 
We are trying to fit our spirit s to the garments of dead 
giants; we are denying our own inspiration the right of ut­
terance in order that we may repeat and continue to repeat 
wisdom of old prophets t hat we know by heart so well that 
some of us can vocalize whole chapters of it without missing 
a single word. And that is a bout a ll the good it is doing us 
and the world too. These truths which T heosophist s have 
had are like the talents given to the servants in the Bible; 
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it is not enough that we should preserve them intact and 
pass them on. We have to improve them by having them 
in our possession, and if they do not stimulate us to give 
them forth in better condition, more rounded out, more de­
veloped in practical value, in fact, if we do not add something 
to these truths, something of our own originality, something 
to clarify them and make them more practically helpful to 
the world today, then either they have no real practical 
value, or we will have to acknowledge that we with all our 
advantages as temperamental sudents are merely artisans, 
mechanics, copyists, not in any sense masters in the Art of 
Living. 

I am not advocating a school for psychic development as 
the term is ordinarily understood, and endeavoring to pro­
duce a lot of spiritualistic mediums. Nothing could be fur­
ther from my thought. I know from several years' investi­
gation among such, the folly of that phase and how difficult 
it is to inculcate in the ordinary objective mentality what the 
development of true spirituality means and is. I once heard 
a young and beautiful lady state resentfully at a Theo­
sophical meeting that she had, under the instructions of a 
Hindu guru, sat for three months for twenty minutes a day 
staring at a lighted candle in a dark room, and never once 
during the whole period had she seen anything-not even, 
I presume, what a preposterous fool she was. And she was 
probably a very ·fortunate woman, as she might possibly 
have seen things that would have badly disagreed with her. 

No, I am not advocating any such drastic attempts to 
force open the windows of our souls, but I am pleading for 
a normal and sure line of effort by which we can change 
these commonplace and rather ignoble lives of ours into 
something far more artistic. Something which we may, 
when we have proved it for ourselves, pass on to those about 
us, who are perhaps a little weary of their merely mechan­
ical jobs. The proposition is as simple as it is effective. It 
is to begin and consider seriously ·the details of our daily 
lives, take stock, as it were, from our getting up to our lying 
down, and to deliberately take each act, even the most triv-
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ial, and perform it with the intention of making it an act of 
love, of sacrifice, as Krishna has it, to the highest principle 
which each of us recognizes in himself. This effort delib­
erately made, each day, will soon become, instead of a some­
what irksome effort (for all things must be paid for), a 
natural expression, and will secrete and exercise in its per­
formance a spiritual heat, an energy, which will radiate 
about the commonplace little act, and make it in very truth, 
an honorable sacrifice to that God, whatever his name and 
state, to whom you consider yourself personally responsible. 
And as you honor this high principle in you by daily lifting 
a conscious recognition to It or Him you will by the law of 
His being, draw to you, by the little act of dedication, a 
power out of all proportion to the effort you have expended 
on a trivial matter that could, objectively and ordinarily, 
have been done just as well mechanically, automatically, as 
:-ou have come to perform two thirds of the acts of your 
lives. To some, this may seem a trivial matter; no great 
sacrifice is made; just a little pause perhaps when you think 
you are in a hurry. But try it and you will find that even 
from the ordinary standpoint it is not as slight and easy as 
it sounds. It will be much easier for you to say: "Oh, 
bother! I haven't time to stop and think about there being 
a spiritual quality to this small act" and perhaps, too, you 
will be shocked and consider it desecration to implicate your 
personal Deity in the lacing of your shoes, or the blacking 
of them. But if you are so held-well, you are held. If 
you consider the deliberate spiritualizing of your common­
place material acts, desecration, or puerile, then for you it 
will be puerile and a desecration. But if during your time 
of meditation you will with an open mind consider the mat­
ter, I think you will come to the realization that every small­
est act of the crowded day, that can be done sincerely in . 
this way, as a deliberate recognition of the divinity within 
you, and an invitation to It to manifest Itself in even these 
trivialities is an intelligent act of sacrifice and that any act 
whatever, so done in love, will be accepted as it is offered. 
Because what it means truly is the celebration of that mystic 
marriage between the masculine and the feminine principle 
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of each of us; that is, the blending of the spiritual with the · 
material. And it does not niean, as some critics would insist, 
any desecration, any materialization of the spiritual, but 
rather a spiritualization and uplifting of the whole material 
And with patient perseverance in these daily acts of devo­
tion we will come in due season into a realization of an alter 
ego within us. No mere theoretical something, mind you, 
but a living vital presence who will begin to reciprocate our 
attentions, to stimulate us, to rest us, to comfort us, and 
ever as we grow stronger, to pour out to us through the 
unfolding spiritual senses new and newer understanding of 
life's meanings. With the understanding will come greater 
interest in and st rength to express ourselves in our various 
daily experiences, in such a way as to honor our new-found 
friend within. 

If you are inclined to doubt the possibility of such an 
Art of Living being practical, I will suggest to you a phase 
of the ordinary well-known magic of human love, as it trans­
forms the action of those in whom it blooms. The man who 
has come into a realization of his love for a woman: what do 
his little acts of daily service to her mean to him-what do 
hers to him, mean to her? Surely most of us know the joy 
of such service, the great reward of being able to do the 
most trivial thing for the loved one. And the only trouble 
with these lower human relations is that alas! we so soon 
allow the commonplace to swallow up the ideal. The mascu­
line and feminine that have touched for a moment, blended in 
divine harmony, cannot cling together because both the man 
and the woman, by force of their ages of external mentation, 
soon cease to regard each other through the eyes of their 
souls and, instead, return to terms of intellect. They see 
each other again with their intellect externally, as each is 
not, and lose all too soon the vision of what each is in essence. 

Now if Theosophists are intelligent enough and willing 
to make the effort to wake in themselves this living flame, 
to deliberately consummate this inner mystic marriage be­
tween the spirit and the word, between the intel}ect ~nd !he 
intuition, I believe that there will be a great 11lummat1on 
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for them, and that they will become able to feed the people. 
To feed the people! If they cannot or will not, then they 
must be content to see the power pass to those who can and 
will. You remember the words of Jesus, referring to the 
teaching of doctrines to the people by the intellectual Scribes 
and Pharisees, to the effect they, the children, were crying 
for bread, and their teachers were giving them stones. No 
man's soul was ever fed by doctrine; his intellect yes, his 
soul, never. The intellectual technique of a philosophy may 
be perfect, its syllogisms beyond criticism, but unless it is 
heated by the flame of the spirit, all its followers are merely 
mechanics, discovering nothing new, merely following the 
rules and formulae of their jobs, without any vision of other 
jobs, from which they are barred by the very fact of being 
dominated and held by the rules and formulae which govern 
this one. 

Until we realize that the giants of old are really a story 
told, and the persistent repetition of the told story is a 
deadly soporific, we will neither wake ourselves nor be of 
any real, vital worth to the world about us. We will con­
tinue to be good little mechanics, knowing all about man and 
his seven principles; all about his intricate and astonishing 
relation to the zodiac; a ll about reincarnation and karma, 
and so forth; and that's exactly all it will do for most of us. 
We will remain ignorant of and apart from that thrill of 
spirit which through the ages has picked up here and there 
a man who was quite intellectually ignorant of these inter­
esting things~ and has set his feet among the stars. What 
do you suppose Joshua's ignorance of astronomy, when he 
bade the sun stand still, had to do with the spiritual test he 
was making? Not a thing in the world! Ages ago men 
were warned that the letter killeth, but the spirit maketh 
alive. And if we want to live ourselves and help those about 
us, we have to stop giving them stones for food; stop weary­
ing them with stories told of dead giants, and show them that 
we and they now may wake and live; may change the tire­
some monotony Of the daily round and the common task; 
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may glorify it in an actual practical way here and now; may 
in fact become artists instead of mechanics; and, that the 
only way for us to become so is to begin to turn our thinking 
into doing. Then as soon as we begin to get a little expe­
rience, to pass that personal experience along to another 
brother, while it is still warm, and vital, and see if it does not 
help him a hundre4 per cent. more than even the most rev­
erend discussion of the experiences of some bygone spiritual 
giant, dead this thirty or thirty-five thousand years. 

FAITH 

By Anna Busch Flint 

F AITH is born of a knowledge of the law. All things 
known to the human intellect must have passed 
through certain transforming processes which 
develop the no-thing into a something. Man's very 

thoughts are but a mental expression of that life which, 
previous to its manifes tation in the human consciousness as 
thought, must be regarded as the no-thing, since the state 
of existence represented is that of de-I-fication, or the 
formless. 

Man has the power of inviting into his consciousness 
these uncreate expressions of life, by outlining for them a 
formed existence, he himself representing their person-1-
fication. 

The unthinking or thoughtless mind is obsessed by cer­
tain objective forms of a material nature and cannot there­
fore conceive of that which is formless. Man has the power 
of denying these objective forms the use of his consciousness 
by refusing to furnish a vehicle in which they may become 
remodeled. Man is a responsible being since he alone, of all 
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creatures, has the power of choosing whether or not he 
shall impersonate the uncreate or formless expressions of 
life. Thus is Deity personified. 

Man may choose to rule, or to be ruled by, the objective 
forms of the mind. A knowledge of cause and effect is most 
essential to the establishment of faith since the observed 
phenomena forms the tru~ basis of a living faith. Blind faith 
is productive of good- only so long as man is held irrespon­
sible, and is ignorant of the law of retribution. One of blind 
faith may recognize certain expressions of a higher life as 
witnessed by the speech and character of the saint. He may 
hold fi rmly in mind these wonderful truths and thus be saved 
vicarously from those lower forms of existence which enslave 
men. He of the living faith shall judge the quick and the 
dead and raise unto his consciousness only such forms of 
uncreate life as shall resolve into consciousness per se. 

I
N the Orient they see much clearer than we, the sorrow 
there is in the world. Perhaps they do not see as clearly 
as we in the W est, why it is. I will leave that unde­
cided. This, however, is a fact: Buddhism only sees 

the mother' s sorrowful face, and leads man to shun exist­
ence. In the Occident we have learned to see goodness 
everywhere; and some of us are so optimistic that we see 
no sin, sorrow, or dea th. We do not believe that "nature 
is at strife" with herself. We love life ; we do not worship 
life. We use life for "good," and we demand of qurselves 
and our fellowmen that all shall and must love, not hate; 
that all must gather, not spread; and we believe that we 
are godlike by so doing.-C. H. A B. 
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By J. M. Bicknell 

PHENOMENA 

(Continued from page 328) 

The greatest danger which man encounters while he is 
building his bodies is that of being mastered by the habits 
he has formed. If he allows himself to become entangled in 
his desire habits, and permits those habits to rule him instead 
of his mind ruling the habits, he will become an automaton, 
and will drop aside as a worthless failure. Man must ever 
be on the alert, ready to make proper use of his acquired 
habits of mind and desire, and yet be able to completely ig­
nore his present habits, when necessary, and to pass on to the 
formation of higher habits. To all of this the customs of 
the world are adverse. In religion, politics, and business, 
methods are assumed to be fixed, cut and dried, perfected. 
This error is due to the fact that man looks only at the "dead 
spots" already ref erred to, and forgets that life is a constant 
flow. This point may be illustrated by the course of organiz­
ations in every-day life. All religious, political, and social 
organizations are usually 'founded on some well-defined 
principle in which the adherents of the organization take 
a deep and warm interest. But in time such adherents for­
get the original propositions for the promotion of which 
the organization was founded, and come to think only of the 
name of the organization and of its success in carrying its 
special e:ff orts through, regardless of the character of those 
special efforts. Such organization then becomes a machine. 
Its followers never have a thought as to whether or not such 
organization may be a benefit to society, but are content 
to revel in the excitements of competition and in the desire 
to have their side win out in every contest. Such an or­
ganization has become useless, is dying, and must soon drop 
to pieces. 
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So it is with the physical body. Man's body is so con­
stituted that the efforts necessary to promote its develop­
ment and to give it health, strength, and efficiency, are 
attended with sensations of pleasure. The pleasurable sen­
sations make it the more likely that those efforts will be 
made. But when man becomes so entangled with those sen­
sations that he forgets the chief end of life, and so that he 
thinks only of securing the sensations, such as the pleasures 
of eating, drinking, adulation, dress, the amassing of wealth, 
the rearing of children, and, in general, the gra tifica ti on of 
his passions and in doing simply the things in life that his 
father did, without thought of the true purpose of those 
things, then has he become a useless machine that is wasting 
its means without accomplishing that renewal and refine­
ment of body that is the chief object of life. 

The experiences of bodily pleasures teach two lessons. 
First , some pleasures when indulged in without discretion 
cease to be pleasurable, thus. teaching that sameness is death. 
And secondly, other pleasures, though they may remain 
gratifying, produce disease a nd suffering or disappointment 
in some unlookedfor manner. Man should not eat, drink, 
or enjoy any pleasure without a purpose beyond such enjoy­
ment. This is where the work of the mind comes into its 
proper employment. Such a view does not mean that man 
should make a long calculation for each mouthful that he 
eats, or for each sip that he drinks. But he should have a 
ruling purpose in life, such as that of eternal progress or 
the continual betterment of his personality, for the further­
ance of which he should manfully assume the str ict control 
of his appetites and passions. Man does not need to fret 
about the wrongness of his present appetites and passions. 
They may be suitable to his present stage of development, 
but he should seek to raise himself to a higher plane of de­
velopment. He should not seek to rid himself of his present 
body because it is a bad thing, but because he can transmute 
his present body into one of a higher grade, capable of finer 
sensations. It is by seeking the reasons for present phe­
nomena and the more remote purposes of sensation that man 
creates the capacity for higher sensa tions. The capacity 
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for higher sensations condensed into habit forms a higher 
body. This is the chief object of physical phenomena. Phy­
sical phenomena are object ltzsons in the lower classes of 
life. 

In a previous chapter, it has been said that physical 
phenomena are the images of ideals formed by beings on a 
higher plane. By this it is not meant that on the higher 
plane is an exact ideal of any specific phenomena experienced 
on earth. The ideal on the higher plane may be said to cor­
respond to what philosophers mean when they speak of a 
concept. When I refer to the concept of a horse, using 
concept in its first or technical sense, I do not refer to any 
one horse, but I make use of a mental creation that will in­
clude every horse. In that sense, every phenomenon is 
found on the higher plane, while the specific things which the 
physical body perceives are left to the choice of the ego in 
practical life, and, although included by the higher law, are 
no more preordained on the higher planes than the wagon 
tracks, previously referred to, were consciously preordained 
by the man who rode to town in the wagon. Specific 
phenomena constitute the field of physical science and are of 
use in practical life, but the mastery of concepts leads to 
higher powers. When the mind is focused on a problem, 
with sufficient strength and interest, light will appear, and 
the imagination will evolve out of that mental darkness a 
form as a seed develops in the earth. This form is the work 
of the creative imagination, and is judged by the mind and 
is given its proper place among other forms. Such forms are 
the elements out of which grow the phenomena of higher 
planes, and are as real as are the phenomena of the physical 
senses. The desires held in check by such use of the cre­
ative imagination are transmuted into a bodily organ by 
means of which such forms are more and more readily per­
ceived. The brain of the physical body is not an instrument 
of thought, but is the phenomenal representation of desires 
that have been corralled and are held in check. 

Everv individual has to choose which of four different 
courses he will pursue in life. He may idle his days away 
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listlessly, absorbing as it were the low~st animal gratifica­
tions; in which case he will die and arrive on the next plane 
of life little bet ter informed than he was when born in his 
present physical body. He may resolve to get all immediate 
pleasures out of this life that he possibly can, and with this 
purpose in view he may cultivate considerable powers of 
animal cunning and what is called practical knowledge. Such 
a man will also die a_nd in his life hereafter he will be doomed 
to contend with pampered desires that he can not satisfy, 
while the little mental development that he has acquired 
will tend to draw him back to physical environments. A man 
may decide so to live as to improve the moral side of his life, 
and to create for himself a higher grade of desires and as­
pirations, such grade being determined by the moral stand­
ard corresponding with his stage of mental development. 
He will likely give his life to some form of service to his 
fellow men. He may be called a good man. He will develop 
his powers of thought, in a practical way, so far as seems 
to him necessary to the success of his work. Intellect; how­
ever, will not hold a high place in such a man's estimation. 
This man will die. After death he will have a desire body 
that is superior to the desire bodies of the two men 
previously mentioned, but his desires will give him great 
trouble through blind zeal for things that are antagonistic 
to the dictates of a higher judgment. Well-meant desires, 
when not guided by correct judgment, are as capable of 
working injury to onejs self and to others as are desires that 
originate with an evil purpose. Desires, both good and bad, 
are blind, and when not guided by the mind will tumble into 
the ditch. This is the course pursued by most of the more 
advanced men and women of to-day. It sounds well, and will 
certainly result in the acquisition of valuable tendencies 
for the future. This is pre-eminently an age of bodily 
action. It is so because desire is in the lead. Man must 
hust le to be popular, and must move about with great bodily 
activity and in the display of his accomplishments he must 
produce something that can be perceived by the physical 
senses. 

But a man may resolve that he will consider this life, 
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with its fleeting blandishments, only as a means for further 
development. He will not assume that his present standards 
of moral excellence are perfect and valid for all time, but 
will hold himself ready, at any moment, to ignore present 
standards and to adopt new standards. Recognizing that 
the right thing is the correct th ing, he will make use of the 
lessons of life for the purpose of raising his mental powers 
t o the apprehension of higher ideals and of higher phenom­
ena than can be perceived by the physical senses. By such 
process the body is refined, or rather the body is a phenom­
enal representation of . such process. This is the highest 
purpose to which life can be devoted. But to devote one's 
life to such a purpose demands the greatest courage. It is 
a crucifixion. The world is against the man who attempts 
such a . course. Convent ionalities will view him askance. 
Business circles, through fear of unpopularity, will shun 
him. Formal religion will call him wicked and incorrigible. 
Friends will desert him and relatives will be ashamed to 
mention his name. While admitting his honor, men wilf 
avoid him for no other reason than that they can not under­
stand him, or because they surmise that in the prosecution 
of their particular business he might be an unfavorable as­
sociate. Having little time or taste for popular pleasures, 
he will be totally ignored by those in high society. Being 
averse to any participation in politics, idle amusements, or 
the common ceremonial superstitions of organized religion, 
he will be compelled to face the silent, prejudiced gaze of 
those leaders' followers. 

To many this picture will not constitute a very seductive 
prospect. The apparent hardness of such conditions are due, 
however, to the misconception that the current pleasures of' 
the world are the highest pleasure attainable. To the person 
who has resolved on the attainment of higher powers and on 
the living of a higher life, this world offers many pleasures 
of which the majority of men ha ve little or no knowledge. 
Such a person, by controlling his sensations, avoids much 
suffering that comes from indulgence, and holds himself in a 
condition for clear, healthy thought. What are the coarse 
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flippant indulgences of ordinary life when compar.ed with 
the deep sense of security and overshadowing peace that 
pervades a conscious eternity ? 

Many will say that the methods herein set forth will 
produce mere fantasies, appearances in which there is no 
reality. This is a mistake. The imaginings of the insane 
are as real as the perceptions of the sane. Such imaginings 
are simply strange, and; their connection with the ordinary 
not being known, they are not subject to control by the. ego. 
If, while the mind is focused on some problem, the creative 
imagination throws up before consciousness a strange idea, 
reject it not. It has a cause. You are a part of the Universe, 
and the cause of that idea is a part of the Universe. Perse­
vere in your concentration. New connections will arise 
which manifest the articulations of that strange idea with 
the remainder of the Universe and with the appearances of 
ordinary life. This life will no longer look as it has looked. 
The center of gravity, as it were, of the whole view of life 
will be changed. Former pleasure will become stale, drop 
away, and be forgotten. New interests will arise and new 
habits will be formed. Along with all these changes will be 
evolving a new body, a body whose texture will conform to 
the new thoughts and desires. 

What is here said is not to be construed as a criticism in 
which blame is laid on any one. A tiger is not to be blamed 
for acting as a tiger. What is here said is intended only as 
a statement of facts that, to those who are ready, may 
serve to arouse some interest in the higher possibilities of 
life. The physical body is a fixed center around which man 
builds his universe and from which radiate all parts of his 
universe in permanent, systematic, and familiar relation. 
Immortality means the eternal existence of the present per­
sonal identity. Ordinary death means the destruction of 
that personality. Every one faces eternity and must con­
form to the laws of evolution. Why not begin now the 
gradual refinement of the body for work on higher planes, 
and thus maintain a continuance of the present personal 
identity? 

(To be continiud.) 
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