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TAROT FUNDAMENTALS
LESSON ONE
THE OBJECT OF TAROT PRACTICE

If you will stop for a moment to consider
the chain of circumstances which led to your
reading these words, you will discover ome
primary motive--your desire for inner en-
lighterment. Even though you approach this
study with a measure of skepticism, wondering
how. the eclaims made as to the effectiveness
of Tarot can be substantiated, your interest
is evidence of your basic spiritual urge to
seek light,

-« .This -lighteseeking impulse is the first

requisite for success with Tarot, This, and
a strong determination to persist in the
step=by-step mastery of the details of the
work explained in the course, will enable you
to meke the most of your study.

The very fact that you are reading this
lesson is proof that you are ready for it,
because nothing ever happens by accident,
Cne fundamental principle of Ageless Wisdaom
is that when a pupil is ready, his instrue=-
tion will be forthcomings

This course on TARCT FUNDALENTALS will
show you how to0 use the Tarot Keys for the
purpose of evoking thought, Thus you will
bring to the surface of your consciousness,
where you can recognize and understend them,
those great principles of practical occultism
which lie hid in the hearts of all menkind,

All these principles are based on a single
truth, Knowledge of this truth is innate in
every human beingsz but not until it has been
brought into the light of comsciousness, is
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it awvailable for use. Over the portals of
ancient +temples, therefore, was the motto,
"XNGW THYSELF." For the same reason it is
written: "Seck ye first the kingdom of God,"
and, "The kingdom of God is within you,"

Rich symbolism and ingenious comstruction
meke Tarot one of the best instruments fer
true occult education, that is, for drawi
out the wisdom hidden within you. Understand
‘at the very bezimnning that the Tarot Keys do
not put something into your consciousness,
They call forth what is already there,

The practical instruction of this course
will aid you to develop an intelligent grasp
of the meanings of these Keys, Into your
hands will be put c¢lues whicih will enable you
to use Tarot in order to gain a deep working
und crstanding of the laws of 1lifes You must
follow these clues yourself, Then Tarot will
bring out the knowledge which is within you,
and this knowledge is more important to you
than anything elss.

Te each prospector in this inexhaustible
mine of Ageless Wisdom, persevering study
will reveal what might never be found by ane
other sgéeker. Yo matter how high may be his
source of information, no interprster may say
truthfully, "This is the full and final mean-
ing of Tarot,”

There can be no final explanation, No
student will ever exhaust the possibilities
of this extraordinary symbolic alphabet, any
more then one person can exhaust the possi=-
bilities of a language. '

There is, however, a definite manner in
which to approach the study of these Keys,
as there are tunnels which lead to the heart
of a mine, In the earlier pact of {nls
course you will be provided withece mep, o
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plan, Then you must enter the mine of Tarot
yourself, and dig out your peculiar treasure,

You will begin by mastering the elements
of the esoteric language of symbols in which
the mysteries of Tarot have been preserved.
Every lessonm of this course will enable you
to make definite progress in this part of the
worke

Pay particular attention to every detall
of procedure,. Follow the inmstruction, just
as it is given, Whatever you are told to do,
you can carry out with clear conscience, and’
in the certain conviction that it will be for
your good,

As the results of your practice begin to
make themselves manifest, you will be agree=~
ably surprised by the changes effected in
your personality. You will find ychrself
developing greater ability to concentrate,
Your perceptioms will be keeners You will
deepen . and broaden your comprehension of
yourself, and of the meaning of your various
experiences,.

Mere perusal of the lessons as they 6 ome
to you will be almost useless,. You might
better save your time and moneys Dstermine
to dzvote a certain period to this work every
day, Then you may expect the best results,
"Out of nothing, nothing cometh," In simple
Justice to yourself, prepare to enter into
the spirit of Tarot practice, _

Do not delude yourself into believing you
lack time for this work. It is absurd to say
you have no time for what is, after all, the
most important thing in your life, Your own
spiritual growth is more worthy of considera-
tion than anything else, You probably prove
this every day of your life, by seeking con-



TAROT FUNDALENTALS
LESSON ONE 4

tinually for greater enlightenment. You read
books, You talk +to people about it., You
attend lectures and meetings, Yet fifteen
minutes devoted to Tarot study, every day,
cen promcte your growth more than hours of
other activities, The one part of your day
you cannot possibly afford to miss is your
Tarot periode

Your first practical exercis¢ will be to
commit to memory the eleven statements of The
Pattern on the Trestleboard, which is enclos-
ed with this lesson, 1These are the words of
one of the great leaders of the Inner School,
They are based on an ancient esoteric text. -

Commit them to memory in the following
menner: Read the entire Pattern several times
from beginning to ends Do not attempt to
learn it a little at & time. Persist wntil,
you succeed in committing the whole., Then
fix it, by writing .out the Pattern. “Use pen
and ink, or a fountain-pen, ROt & pencil.

This, by the way, is the easiest and
quickest way +to memorize, Take care to use
it for +this first practice, Then you will
have made a correct begiming in learning how
to organize your conscious processese

This, remember, is & pattern, not a boast-
ful declaration of personal attainment., The
truth it utters is about the SELF, the cosmic
Life-power behind and above all personal man—
ifestations, It is said %o be "on the
trestleboard,” because in the old terminology
of <the bulldi.ng crafts, a trestleboard is a
sort of table, on which are laid plans for
the guidancz of the worlmen,

Say the Pattez:n every morning on rising,
and every mnight Dbefore going to sleep. Be
sure you do this, whether you like it or not,
Guard againstsautomatic, parrot-like repeti-
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tions, Think the meaning of every sentence,
liake this same effort every time you recite
the Pattern, It will aid you to discover the
deeper meaningss

The mnext = lesson will help you gain more
insight into the truths behind these eleven
sentences, The Xey is +to be found in the
numbering of the statementsys Thus next week's
lesson will really extend your study of the
Pattern, As a preparation, get a notebook as

soon as you finish reading this lessone

Then +%hink over what you have read, and
jot down any ideas which came into your mind,
As you proceed with your daily studyy contine
ue to use the notebdoky Make the entries
shert; but make them,-end date them,

This notebook is mportant. It is your

. ocoult diary, [Every scientific researcher

keeps records, You must do the same, This
book will be of great value in your later
work, To slight it will be to defeat one main
purpose  of this Jnstruction,

Use it at every reguler study period, and
make an entry they; wean £f you most reconden
failure to work ot the time scheduled, You
will need this diary in order to meke reports
from time to time; and you will find that its
contents have other wuses; as time goes on,
EEEP IT IN A SECURE PLACE, AND DO NOT SHGW IT
TG ANYONE,

This week, spend your study periods as
follows:

1. Memorize the Pattern, When you have
it by heart, always begin a study period by
reciting it.

2. Read this lesson through, slowly, and
if possible, read it alouds

3. Use the rest of the time to look over
your Tarot Keys. You cannot be too familiar
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with them, If any Key seems particularly

attractive to you, make a note of it in your

occult diary, along with the reasen, if you

have one, If you have an aversion for any

perticular Key, note that also, and what you
suppose to be the reasons If a Key suggests

an idea to you, however vaguey reocord it,

With the third of these lessons you will
begin coloring your Keys, in accordance with
instructions embodying certain corrections to
those in HIGHLIGHTS OF TAROT, = You must have
colored Keys, on account of the symbology of
colérs,

When yoa eolor yowr own Keys, they take on
something of your own personality. They -
become inseparably linked with you, The work
demands attention, and this will iupress the
details of every picture on your memory, and
build Tarot into your very brain cells. .

Making the Tarot Keys part of your very
flesh and blood must be your aim, It is what
makeg possible all the subtler and more
potent utilizations of this alphabet of Age=
less Wisdom,

Remembery; you are not aiming primarily at
making your Keys works of arti¢ Do them as
well as you can, Whatever skill you may de-
velop in using paints and brushes will prove
to be of use to you, if ever you unfold into
2 truly proficient practical occultist.

Tarot on the table, or in your booketase,
is just a set of pictures printed on pastew
boards Tarot built into your brain is a
living instrument, through which you can make
oontact with sources of knowledge and power
greater than you realize now, Coloring your
ovm Keys builds this inside Tarot quicker and
better than anything else.
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TAROT FUNDAIENTALS
LESSON T7O
TEE SYMBOLISM OF NUMBERS

Fumber symbels represent truths immenent
in all things, and manifest in all phenomena,
The science of number is the foundation of
every other department of human knovledge.
Resolve to master thoroughly its elements,
presented in this lesson, Thus will you pre=-
pare your mind to understand principles and
laws which you will apply %0 bring yourself
into harmony with the rhythms of the cosmic
life. The same primeiples to whieh the sci-
ence of numbers is a key will mske you ruler
.of yeur personality, and free you from re=-
strieting limitations in your enviramment,

Let no fancied inaptituds or dislike fer
mathematics deter you fram entering serieusly
into this study., You need net be guick at
figures, You require no natural bent for
abstruse abstraetions, Set to work, and yeu
can master +the mein points in a short time,
Then practice will meke you proficient in the
various applications ef these principles,

The -numeral symbols, from O to 9, repre=~
sent sueccessive stages in every cycle of the
Life-power?s self-expression, wnether on the
grand scele of the cosmos, or on the smaller
scale of personal unfoldment, The order in
the numeral series reflects an order whieh
prevails throughout creatien,

It 1is therefore an aneienmt doctrine that
the MNMaster Builder has ordered all things by
number, measure and weight. Everywhere +the
properties of number are manifest, whether in.
the whirling of electrons iwithin an atom, @
in the arrangement of parts in a living body.
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Thus a famous relativist is reported to have
said: "Number is ome of the few things in the
universe which is not relative,”

This lesson will abttempt nothing like an
exhaustive treatment +of number symbolism.
For the present, an outline of the basic -
meanings of the numeral signs will suffice,
As yeu proceed with your studies, you will
gather a great deal more informatien about
numbers and their significance,

Some eof +the attributions may not seem
elear, the first time you read them, A few
may even strike you as being far=fetched or
arbitrary. Do mnot let +this disturb you,
Keep your purpose in view, You are learning
‘number symbols because they are the basis of
~the occult language used by initiates to
" bransmit their knowledge from generation to
generation, Even if the symbols were purely
arbitrary (which they are not), you must mow
their traditional interpretations in order to
understand the esoteric language of the mys-
teries., MNo satisfactory substitute for this
language has been devised. By means of it,
. two initiates may carry on a long conversae
tiom, even though neither knows & word of the
other's native tongue, By means of a few
lines and figures, an adept can express more
meaning <than he could pack into pages of
wWords,

‘Then you have memorized the basic ideas of
this numeral system, you will begin to see
the connections between them and others re=-
lated to them. In this lesson, the key-ideas
are printed in capitals at the beginning of
every paragreph of attributions. The other
meanings follow, An important part of your
mental +training is to trace out the links of
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association which join the key-words to the
others in the same paragraph, Be sure you do
this. :

In Lesson 1, you 1learned that there is a
connection between the numbers and the sorre-
sponding sentences of The Pattern on the
Trestleboard, The key-words in the Pattern
are capitalized, and there is a sense in
which every key-word may be taken as the name
of the corresponding number,

MEANINGS OF THE NUKERAL SIGNS

0. NO-THING; the undifferentiated Pewer
preceding all menifestetion; absence of
quantity, quality, or massg freeéom fram
every limitatien; changelessnesssy +the -
unknovm, immeasurable, unfathomable, in-
finite, eternal Source, the PRostless
Root of all oreation; the sacred ellipse
representing the endless line of Eternis
tys; the Cosmie Egg; Superconsciousness,

1, BEGINNING; first in the numeral series,
because O stands fer that which precedes
manifestation, and is therefore noct ine

cluded in any series; inceptien; initia-
tion; the Primal Will; selection; wmity;
singleness; . individuality; attentiomg;
one-pointedness; concentration; the def-
inite or manifest, as contrasted with
the indefinable Sourcey Self-conscious-
eSS,

2. DUPLICATICN; repetition; Wisdom a n d
Seience; oppositions; polarity; antithe-
sis; succession; sequence; continuation;

" @iffusion; separation; radiation; sec-
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ondariness; subcrdination; dependence;
- the Subconsciocusness,

3, MULTIPLICATION; increase; grewth; aug-
mentation; expansiony emplificetion; ex-~
tension; productiveness; fecundity; gene
eration: the response of suboonseious
mental activity to selfwconscious ine
pulse, i n the gemeration of mental
images; hence, Understanding,.

4, CRDER; systemj ragulation; menagements
supervisiong control; authority; oom-
mand; dominance; the classifying ectiv-
ity of self-consciousness, induced by
the multiplication of mental images pro=-
duced by the response of suboonscious
mental aotivity te self-conscious ime
pulse; the Cosmic Order considered a s
the underlying substance menifested in
every form; Reason,

5, MEDIATION {(an idea suggested by the
fact +that 5 is the middle term in the
seriec of signs from 1 to 9); adapta-
tion; interventiony adjustment; hence
Justice; accomodation; reconciliationg
result of +the classifying activities
symbolized by 4; subeconscious elabora-
tion of these classifications, and the
formation of dedud¢tions therefrom. Pro-
jected iwmto the field of selfwconscious
awaremess, these deductions are what are
termed Intuitions,

6. RECIFROCATICN;  interchange3 oorrels-
tion; response;y coordination; coopera-
tion; ocorrespondense; harmony; concord;
equilibration; symmetry; Beautya
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7. EQUILIBRIUM (the result of equilibrae-
tion, the oomcrete applisation of the
laws of symmetry and reciprocation);
masterys poise; rest; conquest; peacs;
safetys secwrity; oart; victorye.

8, HYTHL; periodicity; alternation; vi-
bration; pulsation; flux and reflux
invelution ond evolution; educationg
culture; the response of subsonscious-
ness t0 everything symbolized by 7.

9, CCHCLUSIGN (literally, “closing togeth-
er," which implies the unicu of elenents
whieh are separate wntil the conclusion
is reached, and has special reference to
meaninzs akttached tc¢ 9 through the Tarot

" Key bearing this wnwber); goal; end;
completion; fulfilment; attalmment; the
fipal result of the process symbolized
by the series of digits; perfectiong
adeptship; the mystiecal "“three times
three" of Freemasons, and of other soci-
eties which preserve sae vestijges of
the ancient mysteries.

The meaning of a number consisting of two
or more digits may be ascertained by ecombine
ing +the 1deas indicated by each symbol,
beginmming always vith the digit on the right-
hond or wnits places Thus the number 10
combines the 3ideas of O and 1, with 1 con-
sidered as being the agency expressing the
power represented by O, Furthermore, since
10 follows 9, it implies that 9 stands for a
finality whieh refers toa single eycle of
manifestation only.
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The completion of a oycle is alvays a
return to the Eternal No-Thing, O; but since
0 is essentially changeless in its inherent
nature, the Dternal Souree is eternally a
self-nmonifesting power, Comsequently, a new
cycle begins as soon as the preceding cycle
ends,

Thus +the number 10 symbolizes the eternal
creativeness of the Life-power, the incessant
vairling-forth: of the self-expression of the
Primal Will, the ever-turning wheel of mani-
festation, (See the Tarot Key numbered 10.)
This makes 10 the nutber of erbodiment, of
the Kingdom, of Law in setion, 10 is also &
combination of a characteristic feminine syme-
bol (0) with another recognized the world
over as masculine (1).

Ilemorize +the numbers and the key-words in
capitals, Oet aside ten pages of your ceccult
diary. Head each page with one of the numer=
al signs aad dts key-word, Then copy eaeh
paragraph on the meaning of tHe nweral sym-
bols. This is important, To copy anything
is to make it more surely yours thawm if yeu
merely read it,

As the days pass, whenever you get an idea
about the meaning of some number, make o note
of it on the proper page of youwr book, If
you come upcn anything in your reading, eopy
it umder its appropriate heading,

Do not consult other texkts on numbers, or
look up artisles on numbers in nagazinesg in
order to fill the papges cf your book, lMake
notes of ideas which come to you from your
ovn inner econsciousness, but copy only what
seems important, wheunever you encounter it in
the ocourse of your ordinary reading and
study. Just at present, do not go in quest
of numerical information,
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WHAT YOU NEED WILL COME TO YOU, It will
ceme without special effort. “You will be
astonished at the quantity of ‘material bear-
ing upon the significance of numbers which
will seem ta flow in your direction, as if by
ma.gic. By magic it will be, because your
work 'sets going the hidden forées of suboon-
sciousness, as explamed in SEVEN STEPS, In
time, this'section en numbers will become one
of the most valuable items in your personally
constructed reference liWrary of occult sci-
ence.

Another gocd practice is to look up the
exect dictionary definitions of the numbers
frem O to 9, and eof every word in the ten
parzgraphe of explenation given in this les-
sen, This will make you realize that the
oeoult. seience of number is part of the fune
damental structure of humen thought. You
will gzain a great dea}. of insight from this
emQ:Ese. : =

During your study periOd, arrange your
Tarot Keys 'bhuax ' s

0
o 24 B 5 7

g ;8 30 -2 18 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 2l

Exanine this tableau earefully, paying
parbioular attentien te the numbers of the
Keys. Try to conneét them with the piotures,
In the Xeys from 10 to 21, try to werk ‘out
The weanings of the mnnbers from what you
have learned concerning the ten symb018. :
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Transcr:.be your findings and your conjeo=
tures into your notebook, Do this, no matter
how +trivial er wague your first attempts may
séem; You' must meke e begiming, These
first endeavors to formulate ideas for your-
self are like seeds which will bear & harvest
of goed fruls later on,

In the foregoing arrangement of the Taret
Eeys, the zero card is placed above the etH~
ers,’ to indicate that No-number, te¢ which it
cerresponds, 3s logically  supéeriér to, and
precedos, the idea of begimning represented
by 1l.' ‘0 is =also separated from the other
numbey symbols besause it is . not really in
the sequence of manifested appearances.

' Number, however far ‘the series ‘may be
extended, comes "alivmys +te & final member of
thet partieular series, beyond which there is
the No=Thing, Between anmy two numbors inra
series, moreevep, nothing intervenes, ° Thus
the zero Key of Taret yepresentss ;

1, What preoedes the serie; H

2¢ What follows it; e :

3, Vhat may be thought of as ocsupying

“the plase of mediator between any two

oonseeutive members of the series, .
To indiocate this last idee, Elipheg Levi,
when he published his intentiomally incorreet
ettribution ef the Terst Keys to the letters
‘of ‘the Hebrew alphabet, plaeed ’che zero Key
betweén those numbered 20 and 21, °
* For your 1ni‘0rmat1m, though you may not
be able to use it now, the seven Keys in the
top row refer to POWERS er POTENTIALITIES of
oonsomusness, Those in the middle row are
symwbols of LAT:S er AGENCIES, The Keys in the
bettom row represerrt CONDITIONS or EFFECTSy
Thus Key 1 is the power which works through
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the ageney of Key 8 to modify condition.u o
effects symbolized by Key 15.

In +this tableau, again, ten pairs of Keys
balance numerically through 11, the Key named
Justice, a symbol of equilibrium., Thus 11 is
one=half the sum of any two numbers which are
. placed diametrically opposite in the tableau,
such as 1 and 21, 9 and 13, 6 and 16, and so
en, Key 11 is bhoth the arithmetical and the
geometrical center, or mean, between the two
Keys in each of these ten pairs.






..,,..tzj

2o TARES
FUNDAMENTALS

THE LIFE-POWER — O

rneamncg og back ground and
hng""’““d middle

Mames of A bsolute

A-I*(e,q O-= c.ola‘rl'ng

Direchons on card a M.E.S.W.,
_\-lu'mdn persen al h,

Deep brea{hlng exercise

‘{ellow
Sqper 91’ Cosmic comseious ness

7

& N l HV H

-8



TARCT FU:DAWENTALS
LESSCG THREE
THE LIFE-PC.ER

The first thing to de, before you read this
lesson, is to place Key ®, the Foocl, before
you. Ubserve every detail closely, so that
you can make mental reference to it as you
read the lesson,

Follor an orderly procedure in your examin-
ation of the Key. Begin with the Hebrewr let-
ter Aleph, printed in +the lower right-hand
corner, Then consider the meaning of the
title. Then look at the number, and mentally
review the meanings you learned from the pre-
ceding lesson.

After this, inspect the picture. Begin at
the upper right-hand corner, and work progres-
sively through the design, from right to left,
and from top te bottom.

The side of any Tarot Key on the observer's
right corresponds to the direction South. The
opposite side 1is North., The background is
Bast, The fcoregrcund is Tlest. Remember this,
Because it is an important clue to the exact
meaning of many Tarot symbols,

The background, furthermore, usually con-
tains details which refer to states or causes
of manifestation, which are thought of as pre-
ceding what is represented by the details in
the foreground. The latter usually shows the
special symbols which have immediate relation
to the meanings of the letter, title and num-
ker of the Key. Details plZced in the middle
distance wusually symbolize agencies interven-
ing between what is suggested by the symbols
in the background and what is represented by
those in the foreground.

Key © represents +the manner in which the
Absolute presents itself to the minds of the
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vise, The Absolute is THAT concerning which
nothing may be positively affirmed. Tie cannot
define it, because it transcends our finite
comprehension, /e may call it the Rootless
Root. of all being, or the Causeless Cause of
all that is, but these words, or any others we
may employ, merely point our minds toward the
Absolute, 1without at all adding to our posi-
itive Iknowledge odncerning ib., ‘'lSpeculation as
to its essential nature is futile. We shall
be much better occupied if we turn our thought
toward a consideration of the ways in which
the Absoclute manifests itself,

Among nemes 1twhich have been given to this
manifestation ares Life-power; +the Cne Force;
Limitless Light; L.V.X.; the Cne Thing; the
Primal 1iill. Learn these names. They desig-
nate the force you use in every thought, in
every feeling, in every action. To enable you
to gain a Dbetber practical understanding of
the nature and possibilities Of this force is
the primary object of this instruction., Your
advancement =rill be measured strictly by your
growing ocomprehension of the real meaning of
these terms,

The first symbol of the Life-pcwer is 0O,
Review now the list of its meanings. Do so
nmentally, if you can. If not, consult page 9
of Lesson 2, The Life-~power is NO-THING, It
is nothing ve can define, nothing we can meas-
ure, Yet it really IS, and it 1is linmitless,

O looks like an egg, and an egg contains
potencies of growth and development. As a
living body is formed inside the shell of an
egg, and then hatched from it, so is every-
thing in the universe breught into embodiment
within the Cosmic Egg of the Life-power, TWhen

this process of embodiment is perfected, and

only +then, it becomes possible to achieve the
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wltémate liberation, which is union with the
Abpsolute itself, But this attainment is far
beyond our present objective, which is to make
the best possible use of the potencies of the
Life-power, within the 1limits of the “Ring-
Pass-Not" symbolized by the outline of the
zero sign,

The Life-power has within it all possibili-
ties. All manifestation, ‘every object, every
force in the universe, is an adaptation of the
one Life-power. Because its possibilities are
truly limitless, it may be specialized in any
particular form of expression the humen mind
can clearly conceive, Iiany extraordirary re-
sults may be achieved by purely mental means,

Because the Life-power is the force behind
growth and development, it is obviously the
cultural power., This is intimated by the at-
tribution of the letter Aleph to this Keys

Aleph means “"oull" or "ox." Oxen were the
notive-power in the early civilizations where
the alphabet of occultism was invented. They
were used to plow fields, thresh grain, and
carry burdens. Agriculture is the basis of
civilization, hence the ox represents the pou-
er at work in every activity whereby man makes
use of the forces surrounding him, and edapts
them to the realization of his purposes.,

Oxen themselves are symbols of this taming
of natural forces, Bvery ox begins 1life as a
bull., Thus the 1letter Aleph is a symbol of
creative energy, and of the viftal principle: of
living creatures, This vitel principle comes
to ~d4s in physical form as the radiant enerpgy

of the sun,

The Life-power, therefore, is not an ab-
straction, far .removed fram our every-day
life, 'le meke contact with it everywhere, in
every form. Our senses reveal it to us physi-
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cally as light and heat from the sun, and our
modern science has confirmed the truth of the
ancient intuition that (solar energy is the
basis of physical existence,)

Just as sunlight is a mode of electro-
magnetic radiation, measurable by physical
instruments, so is everything else composed of
electro-magnetic vibrations, in's instru-~
ments for recording these vibrations have a
relatively narrcw range, even though it does
extend far beyond the limits of physical sen-
sation, Yet there is an instrument, not mads
by men, which does reglster the higher vibra-
tions of ccsnic radia and by means of it,
those vho know hor to us¢ it may become aware
of, ‘and utilize, the most| potent forces in the
universe,

This insbtrument is human personality, which
has possibilities far beyond vhat most persons
realize. In order to meke these possibilities
actual human powers, [the instrument 111ust\bj

d

rightly adjusted, and, in a sense, complete
For the untrained personality is like a deli-
cate precision +%ool, and|some of the higher
 functions of the organism require us to bring
about actual alterations of structure. This
is +the purpose of occult training.”] Yet we
shall find, vhen e take up this work, that
the whole power of the cosmic order is with us
in our efforts to reach a higher stage of un-
foldment, becauselt he primary function of the
human personality 1is to give free sxpressien
to the highest potencies of the Life-power,
(Recall statements ©, 1 and 2 in The Pattern
on the Trestleboard.)

A most important form teken by the radiant
energy, and the first you should learn to use,
is air, You must learn to comtrol it by
learning how to breathe. Just learn to take a
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really deep breath which fills your lungs, by
giving full play to the abdominal muscles dur-
ing the act of inhalation, Remember, you do
net have +to pull in the breath., - Atmospheric
pressure takes care of that, You simply have
te sxpand your ribs, and the air will rush
into your lungs,

Do not make the mistake of trying any forc-
idle expansion of the chest., Let the muscles
just Dbelow the ribs do most of the work, If
you do it properly, you will feel the expan-
sion in +the small of your back, and at the
sides, as well as in front of the body.

Keep in mind the picture of the air pene-
trating into every part of the lungs, so as to
provide your blood stream with the oxyfen it
needs. At first it takes tmtchful attention
to make breathing deep and regular, Consist-
ewt practice will establish you in goed habits
of Breathing.

Do not make any particular effert to keep
up the fullest deep breathing all day leng,
Tlhen yeu rise in the morning, take four deep
breaths, with just as complete exhalation
before each one as you can manage without any
sense of strain, Remember to exhale before
talting the first of these four breaths,

During the day, repeat your four breaths at
noon, just before the evening meal, and just
before going to bed, The rest of the day, you
need only determine to get full value from the
act of breathing, Yow subconscieusness will
attend autematically +to the establishment of
the proper rhythm, Don't try eany trick exer-
eises, such as are found in some books on the
use of breathing fer oscult development, Mest
of +these breathing stunts have no practical
value, The few which are really useful are
also dangerous, wunless practiced under the
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supervision ef a skilled teacher, competent te
judge the eondition of the pupil.

Listen to your breathing, It should be
practically inaudible, If your breathing ex-
ercises are noisy, they are wrong. The remedy
is to sloar dowm the alternate expansion and
contraction of the abdominal muscles,

Adhere strictly +te the rule of observing
feur stated periode for +taking the deepest
possible breaths, Observe these religiously,
The rest of the time, let your subconscious-
ness do the wrork, It will, if you make up its
mind by your definite intention. If you are
suddenly upset by something, stop for four
deep breaths, before you try to think, or say,
or de anything whatever, :

" The impertance of breath is shoun in the
symbolism of the Foel, In Hebrew esotericism,
the letter Aleph is the special sign for air
and breath. The noun "fecl," moreover, is de-
rived from the latin follis, meaning "a bag of
wind," - and to this day we call a n01sy, silly
nerson & Mwindbag,"

Follis alsoc meens "bellows," an 1nstrument
which uses air to stir up a fire. This is
orecisely the office of our lungs,

The yellow +tint in the background of the
picture is used in the schools of the \Western
Tpadition as a symbol for air. Add to this
the fact that in almost every language man em-
ploys werds vhich mean air, wind or breath to
designate life and sonscious energy. Then you
will begin tc understand better why ocoultism
stresses the importance of keginning practical
wrork by learning to breathe,

The Tarot title for the Life~power is high-
ly ingenious., It tells us what 1we need te
know, eand at the same time throws the idly
curious and the superficial dabblers off the
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track. Cne clue to what Tarot means by "Fool"
is the saying: "The wisdom of God is foolish-
" ness with men.," Because this is true, the
wise men found in every gemeration, who gain
unusual knowledge of the Life-power, are often
called madmen or fools by their less enlight-
ened brethren,

Thus the title ef Key O hints at a state of
consciousness vhichr meny materialistic psy-
chologists term abnormal or even pathological,
because they do not understand it. These tho
do comprehend its significance call this state
supercensciousness, Or cosmic consciousness.

To enter into +this state of consciousness
iss to arrive at a profound understanding of
the cesmic order, and at the same time to be=
come--aware of the true significance of what it
iIs te be a human being, This attainment may
e - regarded as being the ultimate objective -
of your Tarot study.

Do not 1look for miracles., Your study and
practice will help you organize the forces of
your personality so that it will become an
adequ-.-te instrument for +the expression of
superconsciousness, and for the exercise of
powers vhickh beleng +te this higher level of
avareness,

The only way we can conceive of the Abse-
lute is in terms of our ovm experience, Tie
cannot help investing it with something of our
ovm humen characteristics. This is true of
the highest philosophical ideas concerning a
Creative Intelligence, just as certainly as it
applies to the grossest types of anthrope-
morphism, Thus the Fool is a human figure,

Behind +this personal semblance, however,
sages discern scmething higher--pictured here
as a white sum, Beyond the personal there is
the Impersonal, menifested as the limitless
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energy, radiated to the planets of innunerable
world systems from their suns,

In the process of manifestation, this en-
ergy (symbelized also by the fair hair of the
traveler), is temperarily limited by living
organisms, Cf these the vegetable kingdon,
represented by the green wreath, is the pri-
mary class, from vhich, in the order of evolu-
tion, spring animal organisms, typified by the
red feather,

The Life-perrer is forever young, forever in
the morning of its might, forever on the verge
of the abyss of manifestation, It always
faces unknovm possibilities of selff-expression
transcend ing any height it may have reached,

; Hence the Fool faces toward the North-liest
{(a direction partioularly associated with in-
itiation, and with the beginning of new enter-
‘prises, according +to the rituals of oceult
schools which dramatize the ancient mysteries
in their oeremenies). He locks tovard a peak
_ above and beyond his present situation,

He is THAT vhich was, is and shall be, and
this is indicated by the Heéebrew letters IHVH
(Yod-Héh-Vav-Heh), shoim dimly among the lines
in +the folds of the collar of his undergar-
ment., For “That whieh vas, is and shall be"
is the precise meaning of IHVH, '

His immer robe stands for the dazzling
vhite light of perfect wisdom, It is conceal-

“ed by the black coat ef ignorance, lined with
the red of passion and of physical ferce,

This outer garment is embroidered with &
floral decoration; but the unit of design is &
solar orb containing eight red spokes, and
symbelizing +the whirling mobion which brings
the universe into manifestation., The coat is
encireled by a girdle consisting of twelve
units, of which seven are showing., The gir-
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dle- symbolizes +time, and just as the girdle
must be removed before the coat may be taken
off, so is it impossible tc overcome ignorance
ané¢ passion until man frees his consciousness
frem the limitations impesed on him by his be-
lief in the reality of time., No single symbol
in Tarot is more important than this. :

What you should notice is that the girdle
is artifisial, made by man himself, and not =
product of nature. This means that man's con-
ception ef +time is an artificial preduct, a
device of man's creative imagination. It is a
most useful invention, when rightly employed,
but when it is abused, as it is by most per-
sons, it becomes a prolifiec source of error,

The: mountains in the background represent
those abstract mathematical conceptions which
are behind all Iknowledge of reality. These
asmeeptions seem c¢old and uninteresting to
many. Yet +the melting ice and snew on the
peaks feeds the streams which malke fertile the
valleys below, So will the principles ef Age-
less TViisdom feed your consciousness and make
fertile your mental imagery, thus transforming
your vhole life,

The 1little dog represents intellect, the
reasoning mind which functions at the personal
level, In some of the older exoteric versions
of Key O, the dog bites the Fool's leg. Then
the Tarot Keys were first invented, the intel-
lectual consciousness of humanity, distorted
by centuries ef wrong thinking, was actiwvely
inimical to spiritual philosophy, and did all
it could to impede +the progress of higher
truth.

In eur wversion the dog 1is friendly,to
intimate +that even the lower intellect of man
has become the companion, rather than the
adversary, of the higher Ikmowledge. Today the
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humean intellect goes with superconscicusness
on the great spirituval adventure; but it is,
nevertheless, at a lower level, and must have
superconsc iousness for its master,.

During your practice period this week, read
this lesson once every day. Pay close atten-
tion to any details vhich may seem obscure,
and endeavor to think through them. Read
slowly enough to take in the full meaning. Be
sure te use your notebook freely, to keep a
record eof any ideas which may eecur to you in
the course of your reading,

This week you begin to color your Keys.
Use any good set of wmtercolors, The Prang
set, made by The American Crayem Company, is &
satisfactory and inexpensive coler-box, cen-
sisting of sixteen colors, These include the
twelve semi-tones from Red to Red-Violet, and
four extra pans: iihite, Black, Browm and Tur-
quoise Blue,r In addition +o0 <these, you may
provide yourself with a pan each of silver
and gold, The brushes included with this set
should also be supplemented by the two which
are mentioned in a subsequent paragraph.

Coler only one card at & time, and wait
for the instructiens in the lessons,. Begin
by reading the directions straight through.
Befere applying coler to any card, try to
visualize exactly howr it will look when it is
finished, This is a practieal exercise of
great value, It +tends to clarify and make
definite your mental imagery. It alse inten-
sifies +the suggestive power of the Keys. Be
sure to do it before celoring any Key,

For +the best results you will need two
vater~-coler brushes, a Ne, 5 and a Ho, 1. Ve
recommend Devoe & Reynolds red sable, since
they are satisfactery, and comparatively inex-
pensive, A porcelain dish with at least six
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chambers will also be of help, though not
abselutely necessary, :

Flesh celer is a nmixture of orange, very
much diluted with vater, and a little red.
Before applying this, or any other coler, try
it en a sheet of plain white paper. Thus you
will avoid many errors,

APPLY THE COLORS IN THE CRDER GIVEE FOR
EACH KBY, Leng experience has enabled us te
determine this order, because of the qualities
of the coloring material used, For instance,
the reason we recommend you to wait until last
to apply the red is that it runs very readily,
Consequently, if applied too soon, it may run
Inte a coler you are applying next to it, and
50 spoil your irork,

To give a 1ifelike apnearance to the cheeks
of the human figures, use a diluted red solu-
tion, A diluted browm with a trace of orange
cver the eyes enhances the appearance. 3But e
recommend that you do not try this unless yeu
are sure you can deo it skilfully,

Blond hair is yellew, with a little brem
added, You can tell how much brovm to add by
testing on white paper.

The Xeys eoan be made more striking if yeu
use white, but +this is an opaque cfler, and
difficult to use witheout cevering up the black
lines,

z0ld and silver may be used vhere indicated
in the colering directions., This is not by
any means necessary, and gold and silver are
difficult te apply. Therever gold is called
for, wuse yellow, or yellor with a traee of
orange added, to make golden yellow., For sil-
ver, use white, er leave blank, If you wish
teo use gold and silver, you can buy them fer
about ten cents a cake,
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If your colers do not appear bright enough,
it is because you have applied them toe dilut-
ed. This can be remedied by going over them
again until +the desired shade 1is secured,
When this 1s necessary, be sure that the first
coat is theroughly dry before you apply eanoth-
er, Ctherwise you will get a spotty, muddy
appearance. But iff you try out yeur colors
before epplying them you will have né diffi-
culty.

By following these directicoms carefully you
should be well pleased with the results. Let
us suggest again that you read the directions
for each card carefully before applying any
coler. In this way you will avoid celering
portions vhich should be left blank for anoth-
er color, Dxperience has taught us that *this
precaution is very necessary.

If you spoil a card, place it face dowm in
8 basin of water over night, By morning most
of the ecoler will have come off, so that you
can try it again after it is dry.

0., THE FCUL

YELLGOUi; Background, circles en garment,
{but not flame in top circle), shoes,

GREEN: Trefoils surrounding circles on the
outer garment, and other tendril-like figures.
{Not belt.,) Leaves on rose, vreath round his
head.,

VICLET: Ilountains, (Use socmevhat diluted
solution, since they are distant nountains,
The peaks are snow-capped, so0 do not paint
wthere snow is to be,)

BrROUN: Eagle on wallet; precipice in fore-
ground, where Fool stands.

UHITE: Sun, inner garment, dog, rose, eye
en flap of wallet, mountain peaks,
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FLESH: Hands and face., (Since it is obvious
where flesh color should be used, e shall not
indicate it hereafter. There are +two places
there it should not be used--the hands and
face of the sngel on Key 8, and the human fig-
ures on Key 0.)

BLONDE: The Fool's hair,

CITRINE: The Fool's hose. (Citrine is a
yellowrish-gzreen, secured by a mixture of or-
ange and green, This is the only place where
it is used,)

GOLD: Star on shoulder: girdle; knob on
staff. :

SILVER: Moon on shoulder,

RED: Feather; lining on outer garment where
it shows at sleeves; spokes of theels; flame
in top circle on coat; wallet (except eagle
and eye). : :

Heep the symbolie interpretation of each
detafl in mind as you color it., T/hen your set
of Keys is completed, do not permit ovhers to
handle them, or even see them,

The one excention to this is that yeou nay
show your work to another student, if by so
doing you can really help him. Even so,
your Keys should be handled by no one but your-
self,

They are part of your equipment, and should
be used by you alone---not for any selfish rea-
son, but in order that no subtle emanations but
your owm may be impressed upon them,






et S et o L

A Sy L

TAROT
FUNDAMENTALS

LI\FE POWEPR, - O
Sun—s"(mb"g of Re}’mduc:f oy T
Greem wreath e
Qvreen lea\/es s -food 2
f’rH-S'eesmf PRGNS S
7 phases D{ L{e-Power in & D”ersondl,h‘ &
: [0 Bdsic /45}960'('5 \_r(e Power. ... -5
7 fzrﬁégn’or Sy ars "MQ*‘AT\S ~ Chabrad ¢
Wand- Measvreamet. -

A‘)\fss"\f&\\ﬁq R i Sty i

O




TAROT FUNDALIENTALS
LESSON FOUR
HORS ABOUT THU LIFE-PCIR

Now that you have colored the first Tarot
Key, you are in a better position te under-
stand the details of the symbolism, of which
only the main outlines were given in the
preceding lesson,

The vhite sun behind the Fool is placed in
the wupper right-hand corner of the design,
Look at Heys 10 and 21,, and you will see that
in those pictures this place in the design is
oeeupied by the head of an eagle, symbel ef
the zodiacal sign Scorpio, : :

Astrologers +take +this sign as governor of
the reproductive functiens of the human body.
Hence +the sun indicates the idea that the Cills
PCRCE typified by the Fool is actually related
to0 the reproductive pawer of living organisms,
On its practical side, our work has much te do
with the control and adaptation ef the force
vhich is Gdinarily expressed in repreduction.

The coler of the sin is a reference to the
Primal Tiill, Cn an aneient occult diagran
called the "Tree of Life," the first manifes-
tation of the Life-power, corresponding to the
statement numbered 1, in The Pattern on the
Trestleboard, is named the CRU.N, and is rep-
resented by e vhite circle, From this vhite
circle proceeds a descending path which ceorre-
sponds to the letter Aleph and to the Feol,

Here is an intimation +thst the eultural
power represented by Aleph and by this Key is
identieal with the Primal Will., It preceeds
from that Will when a cycle ef manifestatien
begins,

Furthermore, since the pesition of the sun
has been shown te make that luminary & symbel
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of repreduetion, the idea behind this is that
manifestation 1is actually a reproduction of
the power of the Primal Will.) In the Nermetic
Wisdom taught by Tarot, a fundamental princi-
ple is that +the menifested universe is not
something made by the Life-power eut of some
kind of material other than itself, Rather is
(the manifestation to be considered as the pro-
Jection of +the Life-power into the relative
ccnditions of time amnd space as we know them.)

The universe 1is of the same essential na-
ture as the Life-pewer, It is the expression
of an 3idea in the universal iind, This idea
is what is meant by the creative Word, or
Logos, Hence -even +the exoteric Christian
creed speaks of +the Logos as “begotten, not
made,"

The green wreath encircling the Foolfs hair
symbolizes the fact that the green leaves of
plants do actually bind swmlight, just as the
vreath binds the Fool's yellow hair, Captur-
ing sunbeams, and binding them into erganic
ferm, is the pr incipal work of the chlorophyll
which is the green coloring matter of plantse
This is what makes green vegetables so valu-
able for foed, EThey constitute one ef the
mest impertant forms in which the Life-power
puts ditself at your disposal, See that you
eat enough of them,

*he feather rising frem the wireath is a
ving-feather of an eagle, It represents ani-
mal life, a step higher in the scale of organ-
ism than +the vegetable kingdoms It is red,
the color ef desire and action. [The only true
aspiration is the desire to be something, the
desire to express some particular form of the
Life-power in action, fiihat do you desire to
be and do?
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The wand over the Feol's shoulder, like a
yardstick, suggests the idea of measurement,
It indicates the necessity for careful study
of the forces indicated by what the Life-pover
has already accomplished, Tle cannot measure
the Life-perer itself, or ever plumb the depth
of that limitless ocean of possibilities, Our
measurement must be of things already acoom-
plished, hence the Fool brings his wand with
him from the lower levels ifhence he has as-
cended to the height showm in this picture, A
wand, moreover, is associated with magic, and
wo shall see, later on, that magic begins with
the analysis or evaluation of conditions which
are now present before us because thay are the
results of past asctivity. All successful cal-
culation of the probable outcome of future
action requires accurate estimation ef +the
nature of the powers revealed by what has gone
bef'ere,

The mnost important thing to measure is our
otm place in the universe., According to the
Bible, the full measure of man is this:

"Phou hast meade him but little lower than
Ged, and crovmest him with glery and honeur,
Thou madest him +® have dominion ever the
wrorks of +thy hands; thou hast put all things
under his feot."

Yie dc not guote this in order to support
our doctrine by Biblical authority. Rather is
it our purpose te showr that the Bible, in its
pYetical description of the true measure .ef
man, announces & truth which is abundantly
denmonstrated by the success attending science
and invention, founded on metheds which are,
basically, neither more nor less than accurate
measurement, Hitherto the emphasis in science
has been on the measurement of things and
forces in man's envirenment, In éceultism,
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the greater emphasis is on the correct estima-
tion and use of powers within man himself, and
these are powers partly physical and partly
superphysical, For occult science is aware of
realities beyond the limits of physical form
and force, yet applies to the analysis of such -
realities methods eof careful ebservation and
analysis not 1less rigorous than those vhich
have been so fruitful vhen applied to the ob-
servation and measurement of men's environment
here on the physical plamne.

The wand is black because it represents oce-
cult powers. Whenever e take our owm measure
truly, a secret force in human perscnal ity is
made manifest, Our knowledge eof this helps us.
te correct measures of our enviromment which
would-be inaccurgbte, if e did not take the
hidden force into consideratiom, :

The 1wallet suspended from {he and is a
symbe®l of the powers ef subconsci ocusness which
depend frem, or upen, the self.-conscious pover
of analysis and calculation, The basic pover
¢f subconsciousness is memory, and memeéry is
essentially repr eductive, Hence the wmllet is
blazened 1with the device of a flying eagle,
vhich refers (1) to aspiration, as having its
roots in subconscious desires, eand (2) to the
reproductive forces, associated with the eagle
as one of the emblems of the zodiacal sizn
Scorpie,

The eagle is also the bird of Zeus or Jupi-
ter, King of the birds, it suggests dominance
over the element of air, which is attributed
by Qabalists to the letter Aleph, '

On the flap of the wallet is an open eye,
It 1is the All-seeing Eye ¢f Freemasonry, the
Egyptian Eye ef Iorus, the Eye placed in a
delta or triangle on +the reverse side of the
Great Seal of the United States., The particu-

\
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lar aspect of Horus which tradition asseciates
with the Bye is Hoor-pa-Kraat, (Harpocrates),
the god #f silence, pictured in Egyptian
hieroglyphios as a ohild seated on a lotus,
holding his forefinger on his lips. He is the
"younger Horus," god of the morning sun, vhich
shines above the traveler in this Tarot Key.
In the Egyptian mythology, the younger Horus
had seven aspects or forms, Keep this in mind,

for ~in subsequent lessons you will learn that
the Life-power has seven principal phases of
manifestation through human personality.

The Eye of Horus 1is placed on the flap ef
the wallet, in the position usually eccupied
by a 1leck, It means: SIGET ISHAT UNLOCKS
BOTH CONSCIGUS AWD SUBCONSCIGUS POVERS, The
vay +we look at eurselves and at life is what
determines whether tre are mere puppets of sub-
conscigusness or masters of its hiddem powers,

Ten dots, representing stitches, are on the
flap of the wmllet, They symbolize the ten
basic aspects of the Life-poiwrer, and therefore
correspond te the statements numbered from 1
to 1@ in The Pattern on the Trestleboard, The
meaning 1is sinilar to vhat is represented by
the ten solar vheels on the Foel's eoat,

The rose represents desire, Its thorns
symbolize pain., Its bloom typifies beauty and
joy. It is white, like the sym, to intimate
that through right cultivation of the desire
nature we mey bring it into unison with the
Primal Will, Then our desires will be cen-
scious expressions ¢f actual underlying ten-
dencies in the cosmie erder, To conmtrol the.
desire nature, to cultivate it aright, to use
it so that we may enjoy the beauty it can
bring us without suffering the pains resulting
from misuse~--this is one of the great practi-
oal secrets, The rose, therefore, is pictured
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as a cultivated flower, and the youth carries
it paily, vithout pricking his fingers rith
its thorns,

The eight-pointed star on the Fool's shoul-
der is a symbol of the sun, and the crescent
near it represents +the Ifoon, Sun and lMoon
have many profound mean ings in occult science,
and all these neanings are developments of the
doctrine that all things are manifestations of
action and reaction between the solar, or
electric, and the lunar, or magnetic, currents
of the Great Magical Agent, L.V.X,

The yellow cirele enclosing a triple flame,
shorm on +the Fool's breast, represents the
doctrine +that +the One Force is essentially
thet vhich is manifest to wus as light end
fire., This particular symbol refers to the
formless staté of the One Force, prior to the
beginning of a cycle of ma ifestation,

The ten wheels were touched on in the pre-
ceding <lesson, Tie mnay add that in Hermetic
Viisdem a +vheel with eight spokes is a symbol
for pure Spirit. Alchemists, furthermore, em-
ploy the same symbdl t o represent their
Quintessence, or Fifth Essence, In some re-
spects, the Quintessence is similar +o the
luminiferous ether of modern physics, and it
is also akin +o0 what Hindu philesophy calls
Alkzasha,

Every irheel is surrounded by seven trefoils
representing the seven basic modes of activity
which +we shell hereafter learn to asseciate
vwrith the seven alchemical metals, and with the
seven interior stars of occult astrology. The
"stars" or metals are <the same as the seven
"chakras" of Yoga philosophy. The trefoils
are green, a color asscciated with the idea of
immortglity, +to show that they typify eternal
phases of the Life-power's activity. One
wheel contains a Hebrew letter Shin (the let-
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ter on the 20th Tarot Key). This letter is a
Qabalistic symbol of the fiery Life-breath,
and of the spiritual energy which brings all
things into manifestation,

The abyss vhich yatms at the Fool's feet is
in contrast to the height whereon he stands.
It symbolizes “that which is below," It is
nature, the relative, the phenomenon or ef-
fect, in contrast to Spirit, the Absolute, the
noumenon or cause, At the bottom of the abyss
is a valley, the scene of labor, of activity,
of struggle and competition, in contrast to
the ideas of superiority and supremacy vhich
are - suggested by the Fool's position on the
mountain-top,

The valley is vwhat the Chinese philosopher,
Lao-tze, calls the Iiother-Deep, what Hindus
term Pralwiti, the mnysterious power of the
Supreme S8pirit, Because +the valley is the
fidld of experience, 4t corresponds alsc to
ideas 1which Hebrewr Wisdom relates to the noun
Chokmah, Viisdom, On the Tree of Life before-
mentioned, the path of the letter Aleph ter-
minates at +the point on the diagram to which
Chokmah is attributed,

In practical psychology, the abyss repre-
gents what we call subconsciouswess. The
natural metaphor for this plane of conscious-
ness is “depths." Thus in an article by Dr,
Putnam on the work of Freud, we read: "In the
course of these investigations Freud and Jung
and their followers have dived more deeply
than anyone before into the mysteries of the
unconscious life,"

The traveler is on the verge of descending,
Thus the picture shows the Supreme 8pirit, or
superconscious aspect of the Life-power, as we
think of it prior to the Beginning of a cycle
of self-expression, The wayfarer is unafraid,
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Because he knows he camnot be injured by his
descent intc the depths. Furthermore, he is
avare that he will certainly raise himself to
the greater heipght tovard which he directs his
eager gaze.

This picture represents the limitless force
wvhich is +the central reality of every human
life. It stands for what you really mean when
you say "I AM.," It is an image of the Some-
thing in you vhich sees far beyond the seeming
Timitations of your present circumstances,

THAT SOMETHING HAS BROUGHT YOU THIS FAR ON
YOUR JOURNEY TOUARD SUPRELE ATTAINLINT, THAT
SCMETHING IS VHAT MAKRS YOU UANT TO SUCCELD,
THAT MAK®S YOU “ANT TO ENJOY BETTER HRALTH,
WHAT MAKEGS YOU VIANT BETTER CIiCULISTANCES,

Because it knows 1itself perfectly, knors
how Jlimitless are its possibilities, how ir-
resistible i t s powers, how boundless its
oppertunities, that Something in you will not
let you alone, Though you may seem to be at
the end of your resources, it urges you to
press on, Though you may be past vhat men
call middle 1life, it knows itself to be for-
ever young, and Iknocks importunately at the
inner doer of your mind, trying to let you
kmovr that in the very cere of your being is a
power vhich knows nething of age or defeat or
R 1-health--a power which over and over again
kas worked mirecles of healing and rejuvena-
tion, has +transformed disaster into victory,
lack into abundance, serrow into joy.

In short, the Fool is a picture of the lim-
itless power of your om inner, spiritual,
superconscious life, In order to get more and
more of +that power into expression every day
from nowr on, you must begin by thoroughly
impressing your subconsciousness with this
image of that One Force, .
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The method is siiplicity itself, Just loek
at this picture five minutes every morming
during ¢t h e week, and five minutes every
evening, Remember, SIGHT is the power which
locks and unlocks the vmllet of subconscious
forces, Vhen yocu do this, lcok at the details
of the design, one after anocther, Simple as
it is, this exercise will transfer the picture
from the printed Xey tc the cells of your
brain, Then the Key will become an integrail
part of your personality, will be made an
element of your flesh and blood.

This is one great secret in the practical
use of Tarot, Until you have Built the Tarot
Keys into yourself, they do not begin to exerst
their maximum power, ilhen you have done so
they will evoke latent forces from within, and
your direction of +these forces will change
yow vhole life,

Continue t0 use the Pattern, feep up your
regular practice periods, Pay particular at-
tention o your ncotebook, ILven if an entry ®e
only a irord or two, record the ideas vhich

- come teo you as you work with the Tarot Keys,
s ol BAS_practice period should include one of the

tyvro flve-m}.u“te examinations of the Fool,
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LESSUN FIVE
SELF-COKSCICUSNESS

Begin this lessom by examining carefully,
as a whole and in detail, Key 1, the Laglc:.an.
Review the meanings of the number 1, - given in
Lesson 2,

Everything represented in the symbolism of
the Key is a development of ideas associated
with this number, The Magician +typifies the |
beginning or inception of the process whersby
the 1limitless possibilities of the Life-power
ere brought into expression as menifested
actualitjes, The Key represents the initiation
of the creative process on all planes,

In human personality the creative process
is begun by self-coOnsciocusness, sometimes
called objective mind, Self-consciocusness is
the distindttively humen aspect of mental ae-
tivity. Objective mind is the weking mind you
are using to read thess werds,

Self-consciousness initietes the creative
process by formulating premises or seed-ideas,
Subconsciousness accepts these as suggestions,
which it elaborates by the process of deduc-
tion, and carries out in modifications of men-
tal and emotional attitudes, and in definite
changes of bodily function and structure,

The two sentences you have just read out-
line a prooess of utmost importance. You use
it continually, whether or not you kmow you
do, because it is the basis of your intellec=-
tual lmowledge, and +the determinant of <the
state of yow physical heaZth. (All your phys-
ical and menbtal states are results of your
mental imagery.) When you thoreoughly under-
stand what is ’ implied by the statement that

(/ any mental imgge tends to materialize itself
L :
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as an actual condition or event, you have the
clue to success in occult practice.

Geometricelly the number 1 is a point, per-
ticularly, the CENTRAL POINT, 1In The Pattern
on the Trestleboard, the statement attributed
to 1l is: "I am a center of expression for the
Primal 1lill-to-gocd which eternally creates
and sustains the wniverse," The beginning ef
the ereative precess is the concentration of
‘the Life-power at a senter, and its expressiom
through that oenter, The sun of our solar
~gystem is such a ocenter, It transmits the
Life-power as radiant energy, which men may
utilize in ways innumerable,

This idea is shom in two wmys by the let-
ter Beth, printed on Key 1, Ancient forms of
this charaeter represented an arrow-head, and
~ in Greek, the name for this implement was ken-
“_trom, vhence came the English words center and
concentration. The letter~name meemns "house,"
wvhich is & definite location used as an abode,
In the sense used here, it refers to whatever
form may be termed & dwelling-place for Spir-
it, and the form particularly referred to in
this lesson is human per sonality.

ersonality is a center through vhich the
Spirit or real Self of man expresses itself,
Do not be ebstract about this. Think of your
personality as = cember of expression for your
own inner Self, Try to realise that this was
what Jesus meant when he salid: "The Father Who
dwelleth in me, He doeth the workz,"

T,e title of this Key, THE MAGICIAN, iden-
tifies the picture with Hermss or Mercwry, who
presided over magic. You wiil remeuber that
Mercury was the messenger of the gods, and in
this capacity served to transmit or exrress
their wisdom and power,
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This correspondence to Hermes is ecomnected
also with another meaning of 1}, which, as
representing singleness and therefore isola-
tion; stands also for privacy and concealment,
and thus for occcult or hidden knowledge. NMag-
ic is +the art of transfernetion, and it is
closely related to the Hermetic art, alchemy,

In humen personality, self=consciousness is
the transformer, It, and it only, is able te¢
set_in motion forces vhich bring ebout change,
variation, etec, The fundamental magical prac-
tice 1is concentration--one-pointed attention
to sane selected area of one's enviromment,

The practice of comcentration enables cne
to perceive the inmer nature of the object of
his attention, This leads to the discovery of
natural principles, By applying these, ome is
able to change his conditions, Hence concen-
tration helps us solve our problems. Thus we
may understand why the alchemists wrote: "Our
Mercury enables us <+to prepare the universal
solvent,

The higher phases of the art which begins
- with ooncentration are those which have to do-
with the wunderlying principles of human ex-
istence, Thus one reasaon you are using Tarot
Keys as objects for concentration is that they
represent basic modes of human consciousnesse

Learn the following definition: CONCENTIRA-
TiON IS THE COLLECTION, AT A CENTER OR FOCUS,
OF UNITS CF FORCE, These are always units of
the Life-power, because every unit of foree in
the wniverse, regardless of what form it takes,

is a manifestation of that One Force,
‘ Understand that you do not concentrate at-
tention. Attention is the means that enables
you to concentrate units of mental force, The
result is that you intensify this energy so
that you may direct it usefully.
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When you intensify the rays of the sun by
means of a convex lens, they will burn your
hand if you direct them upon it. If you plaee
your hand in the sunshine passing through a
pane of window glass, the result is merely a
slight sensation of warmth, Never forget thet
when you practice concentration you are work-
ing with a real force,

Note the posture of the Magiciam, With his
right hand he draws down power from above,
With his left hend he mekes a gesture of cone
centration, He 1 8 directing power drawn
from higher levels to planes belew that of his
self-conscious existence, :

He dces this for a specific reason, This
picture shows oclearly the magisal preocess
involved in an wnderstanding of the sorrect
practice of concentration,

The plane below the Magician is represented
as a garden, which is a symbol ef subcen-
sciousness, fWhen you concentrate you seek
always +o0 impress some definite image on sub-
consciousness, to the end that you may bring
about some particular modification of subcon-
scious activity, one selected in advance, )

One important point to observe is that the
Magician himself is not active, He stands
perfectly still. He is a channel for a power
which c¢omes frem above his level, and after
passing through him, that pewer sets up a re-
action at a level lower than his, As in the
illustration of +the convex 1lemns, the lens,
though it is the agency which intensifies the
rays of +the sun, does nothing of itself, so
self-consciousness in concentration is not it-
self active, In this connection, it is inter-
esting to ndte +that the old Hebrew name for
the mode of conseiousness represented by the
Magician i s INTELLIGENCE OF TRANSPARENCY,
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clearly intimating that self-consciocusness ef-
fects +transformations because something works
through it,

Again, the digit 1, as the beginning of the
numeral series, us the sign of a thing stand-
ing in relation to other things., TWhat stands
in relation to other things is c¢onnected with
them by various links or bonds, Magic is the
science of hidden relatiomships., The practice
of magic is based on the law of correspondence
expressed in the Hermetic axiom: THAT VIHICH IS
ABOVE IS AS THAT WHICH IS BELOW, AND THAT
WHICH IS BELOW IS AS TEAT WHICH I3 ABOVE,

The bond between things is fundamentally
.. their co-existence as menifestations ef the
“‘ome Life-power. All +things are of one sub-
stance, All things are governed by one great
Law, All things are masks of appearance for a
single Reality., All +things are parts of a
great Whole, from vhich nothing can be detach-
ed, Whatever is done to a part affects the
whole, In human relationships this is un-
alterably true. Therefore was it said: "Inas-
much as ye have dome it wnto the least of
these, my brethren, ye have done it unto me,”

[Magio is the art vhich prrduces effects by
mastery of the secret forces of nature,) It is
the science of Zoroaster and Hermes-~the sci-
ence of which all other sciences are branches,
the science which sent its representatives to
pay homage to the Child of Bethlehem,

It is +the suience of initiation. A true
iniviator 1is one who has mastered this hidden
scierce of causes, He knows how to direct the
crniversal creative force so as to bring about,
by methods which seem miraculous to those who
do net kancw the secret, the full realization
ard  physical embodiment of the aims and pur-
poses exnressed by his montal imagery.
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A perfected magician wuses his objective
mind, or self-consciousness, in +the menner
depicted by this Tarot Key, IEndeavor, there=
fere, as you work with the coloring of the
picture, +to impress all its details on yeur
memory, In the next lessom you will find their
significance explained, For the ecoming week,
coneern yourself with nothing but the eolor-
ing, and with getting the picture, as a whole
and in detail, into your mind,

DIRECTICHS FOR COLORING

YELLGJ: Background; spearhead on tables
1lily stamens, ;

GREEN: Foliages :

BLUE-GREEN: The serpent girdle,

BRCIIN: Table,

WHITE: Inner garment; head band; spear

- shaft; uwplifted wands lily flowers,
GOLD: Pentacle or coin on table; swerd
. hilt; cirele at end of spear shaft,

SILVER: Cup,

STEEL: Sword blade, (Mix a little blue
with graye)

RED: Ouber garment; roses,

‘Read ‘this lesscn once daily during your
practice period, Be sure to leok at the Key
for five minutes in beginning the period, 1In
this lesson there 1is enough material for a
great deal of careful study. Do not slight it
because you think you understand it, after one
or two readings.
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TAROT FUNDALENTALS
LESSON SIX
THE MAGICIAN

From the preceding lesson you learned that
the earliest form of the letter Beth wns a
picture of an arrow=head, The sharpness of
an arrGr-head suggests acubteness and power to
penetrate, Thus Beth is o symbol of the
mental qualities of nice perception, keen and
penetrating insight, and accurate estimation
of values,

The fundamental mnood represented by this
form of +the letter, comnected as it is with
hunting and warfare, is alert intentness,
Right use of the nental pouers pictured by
the lagicim calls for alert, imtchful atten-
tion to the succession of events constitubing
vmking experienceg

Nobody ever becomes o true nagician, a
wielder of nature's subtle forces, who per-
nits himself +to be preoccupied irith his
personal, subjective reactions %o events,
The first requisite i3 sharp, clear-cut,
objective avareness of vhat actually goes on
in one's enviromment.

An orrov=-head has no energy of its own,
The force vwhereby it clasaves the mark is a
derived force, The arrar is merely “the meaus
whereby power is transnitted. An arrow-head
is an instrument which transforms propulsion
into penetration, It specinlizes boweforce
into arr awr-force,

The sound of the letter Beth, like English
"B," 1is o concentrated projection of breath.
Hold the palm of your hand near your lips as
you say YB.," You feel the sir strike your
hand, like an arr ow shot from a bow,
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Contrast +his wAith +the free, wmodified
breathing expressed by the sound of Aleph, an
alrrost soundless vibration of air, made with
lips open and relaxed, The sound of Aleph is
free, indefinite, That of Beth is a central-
ized expulsion of breath through lips almost
closed, It points, like the liagician's fin-
ger.

The coatrast between the +two sounds is
just orpe instance of 2 principle vhich holds
good throughout ‘the sequence of Hebrew let-
ters. Dvery letter of this alphabet is, in
some panner, +he ontithesis of the letter
which imzediately precedes it in the series,

Thus 2 find +hat the earliest forns of
Beth agree wwith its sound. They exmress
force intensified by concentration, and pro-
jected tomrd o specific mark., Transferred
to +things of +the =nind, these neanings are
related, in a wvay neither arbitrury nor fan-
ciful, t¢ keen perceptions, alert armreness
of events, and censsquent ability +o see
through superifical oppearances into  the
inmmer realities veiled by those appearances,

Because the ocorresponding Tarot Key is
numbered 1, it gives o strong hint that it
represents the first step in practical work,
By deternining what you want to be and do,
you have taken this first step. You have set
a mnerk at which you ain the vhole energy of
your life,

Realize +that the energy s © aimed is
derived from the superconscious Life-pouer,
pictured as the Fool, In so doing you will
have placed yourself mentally in the position
the Magician symbolizes.

He 1lifts his right hand towmrd the sky.
The right is the stronger hand, and vhat is
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neant here is that the act of establishing
contact with superconsciousness is the high-
est and mnost potent use of self-conscious
avoreness,

First we observe vhat goes on. Then we
use inductive reasoning, reasoning fron @b~
served effects to inferred prineciples, %o
reveal vhat lies hidden behind the veil of
appearances, {This leads to the discovery
that the succession of events of vhich our
personal experience is o part is under the
direction of a supervising Intelligence,
higher than the objective nind of nan,

Just what +this supervising Intelligence
noy be, in itself, we need not ask. We noy
be very sure it is not the sort of God, made
in man's image, whose nature and intentions
are set forth in exocteric religious dogmas,
An occultist 1is ready to agree vhen a pro-
fessed atheist says, "There is no God,"
because every occultist knowus there was never
such a God as the atheist denies,

On +the other hand, every occultist knows
what 1is meant by the saying, "The fool hath
said in his heart, There is noc God," For any
cccultist worthy of the neme knows that the
supervising Intelligence IS, and that it is a
REAL PRESEKCE at every point in space,

The white wand the Hagician holds aloft is
a phallic symbol, It represents the concen-
trated, purified mnerve force used in magic,
The ignorant wmste this force in uncontrolled
gratification of sex-desire, Their lack of
control is due +to their wont of knowledge.
To wmaster the drive of vhat analytical psy-
" chology calls 1libido requires knowledge not
taught in ordinary schools or colleges, com-
bined with technical training which develops
skill in the direction of desire-force,
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Methods for effecting such control vary,
according tc +the temperament of the person
who employs them. What would be rigid and
irksome asceticisn for one person mnoy be
relatively easy for another. Bxtreme asceti-
cisn is avoided by persons vho have learned
this fundarmental principles THE PRACTICE OF
IENTAL CREATION AWD CONSTRUCTIVE THINKING
AUTORATICALLY TRAWSHUTES THE DRIVE OF TiD
LIBIDO FROL PHYSICAL FORUS OF EXPRESSION TO
MENTAL FORiS “[EICHE RELIGVE BCTH PHYSICAL AWD
PSYCHICAL PRESSURES, SUCH AS ACCULULATE TiliBiT
THIS ENERGY IS NOT UTILIZED.

This is the cpmxcof'ibhc whdle mabber. Tho
force is generated automatically. It is nurtd
physical and part zental, Physical custerity
nekes it accwiwlate nore slovly, and moy even
help to digsipate it. Yet this is to lose
what ought to be used., A true magicinn links
hinself +to what is higher than man by uaking
right use of the very power which debases his
ignorant brother,

Over <the heed of the kiagieicn is an arbor
of rosea, An arbor is the simplest kind of
shelter, a2 house nande of groving plmts,
Thus +the arbor eorresponds to the neaning of
the letter-name Beth, :

Red roses . enblens of desire, Here
they mnean that/the creative and constructive
work of self-consciousness is al=mys notiv-
ated by desire for protection against adverse
conditions,

The hoérizontal figure O over the ilagi-
cien®s head is a reninder that 3 is the
nunber particularly associated with Hermes or
Mercury. It also represents education and
culture, traditionally under the patronage of
Hermes, Again, 8 is the numeral symbol of
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the oontrol of natural forces through the
application of the lawr of rhythmic vibration.
Such control is an inmportant feature in all
works of practical magic, lioredver, a hori-
zontal 3 is +the mathematical symbol  for
infinity, so that it may be taken as an
eriblern of the limitless Life-povwer. Finally,
it represents +the law that OPFCSITE DFFECTS
ARE PRODUCED BY IDENTICAL CAUSES.

The same law which mekes iron sink is what
ship=-builders apply in order to float iron
vessels, The law vhich makes a kite fall %o
earth keeps airplanes aloft, The laws vhich
result in nisery, failure, disease and death
are the sarme laws thich intelligent adapta-~
tion employs %o secure seonfort, success,
health and long life, BY CHANGING THE METHOD
WHEREBY YGU EXERCISE YOUR SUBCCGHSCIOUS PG
ERS, YOU MAY PRODUCE EFFECTS DIRECTLY OPPUSED
TO WHATEVER NEGATIVE EXPERIENCES YOU MAY HAVE
SUFFERED IN THE PAST.

You do not have +to acquire newr povers,
You change your life-expression by cpplying
powers twhich are already yours. You simply
learn to use your forces in a different way,

The Magician’s left hand points to the
grounde. His gesture is one of concentration,
It is made with the left, or secondory, hand,
becouse success in concentration depends on
our conscious recognition of the truth that
the force we concentrate comes doum to us
from superconscions levels., The left hand is
also a symbol of the habit-mind., Thus the
pointing finger of this hand represents ha-
bitual concentration, resulting fron long,
persistent practice,

: The Magician's black hair is a contrast to
the Fool's yellow 1locks, Black stands for



TAROT FUNDAMENTALS
LESSON SIX 6

darkness, inertia, ignorance. The band sur-
rounding +this black hair is white, typifying
purity, light, wisdon. Self-consciousness is
alymys on aworeness of ignorance, The nore
we really knowr, the more clearly do we per-
ceive the lLimensity of the expanse of vhat we
de not know, Yet v® do linit our ignorance
by our enlightennent,

The red montle typifies action and desire,
Its color is associated with the plonet llors,
said by astrologers to govern reproduction
and %o preside over the force expressed in
every sort of numscular activity.

This mentle has no fastening. It mey be
renoved at will, This detall means that
self-consciousness moy Or mAy not be invelved
in physical action, according %o our decision
in a giyen eircunsdgnne,. Yet the Magician i
not fully eclothed without his nantle, The
perfection of self-consciousness is in con-
trel over the various physical manifestations
of the Life~peaver in our bedies, amd in the
world outside,

On the other hand, self-consciousness nay
refrain from acbion, and devote itself to

contenpl ating the imner nental states vhich
are symbelized by the white uwnder-garnment,
The vhite color refers %o truth and wisdonm,

The girdle is a blue-green serpent, vhich
synbolizes eternity, because it svallows its
tail. The significance of blue-green will be
explained in a subsequent lesson. Observe
that +the idea of eternity symbolized by the
llagician?'s girdle is in contrest to the idea
of time symbolized by the girdle of the Fool,

Before the Magician is a table symbolizing
what psychology calls the "field of atten-
tiom," The table is made of wood grom in
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the garden., Its colunmar legs are surmounted
by Ionic capitals, in reference t¢ archi-
tecture, an art presided over by Hermes, The .
idea of architecture is directly related to
the meanis.; of the letter Beth,

The Ionic Order is shown because it was
used - in the Ephesian temple of Diana, a ncon
goddess, In Tarot +the Iioon is associated
with subconsciousness. The intimation here
is that the mnaterials utilized by self-
consciousness are derived from below, or from
sub-humen levels of the Life-power's activ-
ity. The pover vhich self -consciousness uses
in controlling and arranging these materials
is brought dom from superconsciousness,

The implements on +the +able are those
employed in ceremonial magic, The vand with
a spear-like head is a symbol of'\bﬁu_, and of
the element of fire. The cup, nade of sil-
ver, metal of the moon, is a symbol of menory
and IMAGINATION, and of the element of ymber.
The sword, of steel, is related to Mars- and
stands also for ACTION, snd for the element
of air. The ccin or pentacle is related to
Saturng and it also represents FURM, and the
element of earth. (Every magical fransforma-
tion results frox the ability o f human
self-consciousness +to produce varying mani-
festations of will, mvinatlon, action and
physical embodimente)

These four implements represent also vhet
is knom in Hermetic Wisdom as the POWIR COF
THE WCRD, According %o occult doctrine,

words embody a subtle force not recognized by
the yninitiated, Furthermore, there are cer-
tain words, special combinations of SCUND and
IDBAS, whereby extraordinary results mey be
-produced, vwhen such vrords are correctly pro-
nounced or intoned.
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Because the Tarot pictures have bean
influenced by Hebrew esoteric ideas, there is
one particular word vwhich is symbolized by
the four magical implements, This is the
four-lettered name, or Tetragrammaton, vhich
is usually vritten in English as "Jehovah,"

This is mnot the correct pronunciotion,
Neither are""Yamreh" or "Yohveh," the pronun-
ciations just now favored in acadenmic cire
cles, anything more than guesses at the true
sound of this Hebrew nane for God. Tradition
seys the +true promunciation is lost, since
the destruction <f the Terple at Jerusalen,
vhere the High Priest of Israel uttered this
dread name in the Holy of ijolies once a year,
dwring a solern festival, It should be read
letter by letter: Yod, Heh, Vav, Heh. The
corresponding English letiers are I H V H,

Yod {I).is the wond, Feh (H) the cup, Vav
- (V) the sword, wnd final Heh (H) the coin or
-pentacle., These are the letters dinly shorm
in the folds of the Fool's ihite gorment, at
the neck, This supreme Hebrew nane for Geod,
used thousands of tines in the 0ld Testanent,
meansy JHAT TEIICH WAS, IS, A¥D VIILL BE, In
‘eomnection with the iagician, it signifies
that self-consciousness utilizes +the four
aspects of a single reality, in adopting to
its needs the forms and condrt ions of human
experience,

The garden represents the "ield eultivated
by the objective eonsciousness., This field
is subconsciousness, The whole series of
events, and all the forms of circumstance, of
thich ww® become awere through sensory chan-
nels, are events and forms of the activi-by of
subconsc iousness.

ALL THAT SURROUNDS US IS THE LANIFESTATI(,IT
CF SUBCUNSCIOUS FCRCES, Because the objec-
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tive mind can control subconscious forces
directly, and modifly and adapt the rhythnms of
vibration operating at subconscious levels,
2 trained magician is able 40 exert by mental
means a degree of control over his environ-
ment which amazes those of his contenporaries
who do not share his kmoiledge and skill,

Two principal forms of subccnscious active
ity are symbolized by the roses ond lilies in
the garden, They remesent desire and knowl-
edge.

The roses are red, +to indicote active
desire, Five are showm, because every dssire
is rooted in omne of the five senses, Every
rose also represents +the nuaber 5, because
all roses have five, or saie rmultiple of
five, petals.

5 is the nuaber of adaptaticn and adjust-
nent; and self-consciousness, the special
human expression of the Life-powrer, acts by
adaptation, Thus 5:is the number of man, ho
embodies the personal factor wuich carries
the development of natural forces beyond the
mere averages which are characteristic -of the
sub-humon and subconscious’levels of being,
Thus it is vwritten: "Hature unaided alvmys
fails," because this human personal factor is
reguired in order +%0 bring about the perfec-
tion of the powers vwhich are only partly
expressed in the Xkingdems of nature below
nan,

The 1lilies are 1white, to represent ab-
stract perceptions of truth, or knowvledge of
principles and laws, apart from considerg-
tions of desire. They also represent the
number 6, because they have six petals,

In its symbolic meaning, 6 represents uni-
versal energies like light, heat, electricity
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and magnetism, chemical forces, and so on,
By neans of concentration we may perceive the
true nature and laws of these forces,

There are four lilies because pure science
comorises knovledge of the powers the ancient
physics termed fire, water, air and earth.
In modern parlance these are: radiant energy,
fluids, gases and solids. They are the forns
taken by the WRD typified by the lagicien's
four implements.

Sumning up the neaning of this Key, e say
that self-consciousness is the. primary human
expression of the Life-power, It constitutes
your oimrensss of your environment, and this
is really awareness cf mental ipmpressions you
roeceive Prom the world round you through the
chanmnels of sensation, The getivities of
your enviromment ore-manifestations of varie

ous powers of subconsciousness.
Self-consciousness 1is consciocusness of bhe-

ing ONE, stonding ir relation to others, M1
an I, znd thot is not-I," At a higher level
of wunfoldment, what is usually called "my=-
self," +thaot is, +the physical body, is ine
cluded among the +things vhich are "nol-I "
Beyond this is a state wherein the perscnal
consciousness 1is recognized as bein:s, like
the physical body, merely an iastrwient forr
expressing +the superconscious pows~ of the
real SELF,

In wmritly developed persons the objective
mind creates the 1illusion that the SELF is
peculiar +to n particular personality--that
the personal "self"™ is a wnique identitvy,
separate from all others, Concentration and
meditation lead to0 freedom ‘rom this illu-
sion, by enabling us to swe that it is ans-
illusion,
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 VWhen you come %o this recognition, you
~will no longer think end act as if you were a
separate being, Then you will know that your
persanality is an idstrument through vhich
the One Force +typified by the Fool finds
expression,

Remember, the Life-power works through
your self-consciousness, Your will, in so
far as it really is will, and not a delusive
shadowr,- is a specialization of the universal
WILL. To know +this is to be certain that
your true will is irresistible, This estab-
lishes confidence in the happy outcome of all
your undertakings,

It is the only !movledge that cen moke you
truly SELF-reliont; free from the least trace
¢f worry or anxiety, and therefore able to
give undivided attentian to the experience eof
the mnoment, This consciousness enables you
to live in the HOW, and because in truth it
is alwvmys NOGI, this consciousness permits you
to 1live in eternity, instead of being tine-
bound, instead of relating vourself either to
the past or to the future, . .- R

Hvery bit of practical training explained
in our curriculum aims to aid you in wnfold-
ing +this consciousness, Until you receive
the next 1lesson, review this one carefully,
Iinske sure you understond every detail of the
syrbolism of the Magician,

This Xey is designed to awaken the power
of attention., Attention 1is +truly magical,
By acts of attention, the etheric wvibrations
of external objects are concentrated on a
brain center. These vibrations have a ten-
dency to organize that center in accordance
with the intrinsic nature of the thing at-
tended to, Thus the brain center is attuned
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to the idea which is the inner reality of the
thing wndeér cbservation, This attunenent is
expressed as conscious perception of that
inner reality, Then one sees through the
form of the thing into its essential nature,

Be alert, then, to +the life round you,
Use every instrunent of sensation to gather
accurate informetion. Resolve to see into
life, instead of merely looking at it. You
will find +the world tremsforming itself bo-
fore your eyes. This is one of the great,
fundanental secrets of nagice

Use Tarot Xey 1 deily 4o sharpen yowr pove-
ers of observation and attention, Be sure to
record your impressions, day by day, in your
oceult diary,
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TAROT FUNDALENTALS
LESSON SEVEN
SUBCUNSCICUSNESS

Before you read this lesson study carefully
the symbelism of Iey 2, the High Priestess,
Remenmber, Tarot uses the universal language of
pictorial symbelism, twith which the deeper
‘part of yeurmind is perfectly familiar. Cne
purpose ef the Tarot Keys is te evoke thought,
and by leoking at a Key before you begin to
read our explanations, you bring the knowledge
already present in the depths of your subcon-
sciousness c¢loser %0 the surface. This will
make it easier for you to grasp the signifi-
cance of +the vritten words. Devote at least
five minutes to this preparatoéry practice, and -
longer vhenever you have tine,

Anong the mneanings of the number 2 is
subordinatien, This word gives a clue to the
relaticnship existing between subconscious-
ness, represented by Key 2, and objective mind
or self-consciousness, represented by the Ma-
gioian, .

The symbolism of Key 1 shows the liagician
contrelling the powers of subconsciousness,
which are always amenable to his suggestive
influence, It is because of this that you are
able to employ these Keys to bring into vigor-
eus manifestation the latent ferces of your
inmmer life, :The principle involved has been
explained in Lesson 3 of SEVEN STEPS, Review
that lesson, and Lesson 2 ef the same course,
in connection with your present study.

The psychelogical law there stated, that
subconsciousness is perfectly amenable to con-
trol by suggestion, makes it obvious that what
you must consider very carefully is how you
use your self-conscious mnind., For it deter-
mines what you plant in subconsciousness.
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Subconsciousness, you will recall, is rep-
resented by the garden in Key 1. The fertile
soil of this garden will grow any seed planted
by the lapgician, If he plants careless obser-
vations and incorreot reasoning, the weocds and
tares of oonscious thought, subconsciousness
1rill develop these seeds of error a thousand-
fold, with all sorts of unconfortable conse-
guences, (n +the other hand, if you learn te
concentrate, to make ycur nental imagery clear
and definite, if you nake accurate observa-
tions from vhich you dra:r correct inferences,
the seed you plant in your subconscious par-
den will bear fruit in the remeval, revivifi-
cation and regeneration of your personality,

The ability of subcemnsciousness to develop
seed ideas in this manner may be fernulated
thus: SUBCGISCIUUSHESS IS PUSSESSED CF PERFECT
PGUERS OF ‘DEDUCTIVE REASUNIFNG, If you are un-
certain as to the differenee betireen inductive
and deductive reasoning, consult a dictionary
before proceeding farther, Alvays, when you
study, have a good dictionary at hand, for you
1ill need it frequently in the course of this
instrustion., You will find that the practice
of making sure of the precise meaning and use
of words will Be of inestimable henefit to you
in the orderly organiza’cion of your mental
processes,

Geanetrically the number 2 is the line, the
extension of +the point (number 1), ~This is
related to the subconscious power just men-
tioned, whereby the consequences of conscious
thought and observation are developed. You
will mnot fail +o note that the extension of
the central peint of a circle into a diameter
(en extension in +two opposite directions)-
divides +the circle into two parts, each the
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exact duplicate of the other, In this power
of duplicatien may be perceived the basic
function of subconsciousness, memoy, This
brings us to a third psyehological principle:
SUBCUNSCIUUSNESS KEEPS A PERFLECT RECURD OF ALL
EXPERIENCE, AKD THERLFCRE HAS PLRFECT HMELIORY,.
Not only does it retain every experience of a
single personality, but it holds alse a sun-
mary of <the race experience, and this is the
source of the greater part of ocur intuitiems
and ef our scientific discoveries,

When Helrew letters were scratched rudely
on stone, +the character for Gimel, the letter
nrinted on Key 2, was a picture of a baw,
This is one reason Gimel follows Beth in the
alphabet, The primitive character for Beth
‘vlas an  arrov-head, and in the development cf
veapens, bows follow arrows, Menbegan by
throwing +their darts by hand, The invention
of the bhow came later., The bow speeds the
arrow to 1its mark, yet it is secondary, when
it is considered as a weapon suggested by the
dart or arrow, A bow, moreover, extends the
range of +the arrow, Similarly the subcon-
sciousness represented by Gimel earries your
conseiocus determinations +to0 suecessful con-
clusions, It makes your decisions "hit the
mark,” Yet the activities of subconsciousness
are derived framn, and are secondary te, the
operations of self-consciousness pictured by
Key 1.

: Subconsciousness is the propulsive, driving
force in human personality. Keep in nind this
idea of propulsion. Link it up with the noun
"propeller," that which drives a boat or an
airplane. Self-consciousness aims and steers.
Sulc onsciousness provides the motive force,

As & symbol  the bow is feninine, and the
characteristics of subconsciousness are tho§e
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which, from time irmenorial, have been associ-
ated with the feminine sex. Subconsciousness
is the protective, maternal, nutritive, repro-
ductive aspect of consciousness, always repre-
sented in esoterie literature under the guise
of feminine symbols, Among these, besides the
bewr, are the ark, the crescent moon, the cup,
the ship, the sistrum of Isis, alnonds, ovals,
lozenges {diamond-shaped figures), and many
obhers, ineluding some e shall find in Tarot.

The letter-name, Gimel, means "camel," The
early forms ef the letter may have suggested
the name, because the head and neck of a canel
bear some resemblance to a bent bow. Again,
.the Hebrew verb gavmal, spelt writh the same
letters (GML) as the noun Gimel, means. (1) to
carry a load; (2) to ripen as fruits; (3) to
recompense, tvhether for good or evil, so that
it includes the ideas of revard and of punish-
ment. All these meanings are oonnected writh
the action of subconsciousness.

One familiar aetion of subconsciousness is
Mmind-vandering,” This enables wus, vhen e
fall into a state ‘of revery, to pass from one
thought to another until we have -traversed a
vast field of ideas. Until ire learn to con-
trol +this power of associating image with
image, it interferes with concentration, and
with all other directed use of our mental poir-
ers. It is like a canel rumning wild, When
we learn to drive it, Ghis sane power of asso-
ciation will +take wus quickly to any chosen
goal,

As the seat of menory, subconsciousness
"oarries the load" of our personal experience,
It Dbears a greater burden than this, because
subconsciousness 1is a universal phase of the
Life-power's activity, and "personal™ subcon-
sciousness 1s merely a particular manifesta-
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tion, through a single organism, of this great
and all-inclusive universal subconsciousness,
Hence, wvhen we learn how, we may gain access
to the records of all experience, by tapping
the cosmic subconscious memories. By this
means, it 1s possible to arrive at accurate
reconstructions of the past. Sometimes only
the general principles are recovered, and the
discoveries of scientists are often siiply
this, as more than one of their has adnmitted,
Occasionally +the particular details of sore
ancient era are also recovered, and occcult
literature contains many authentic examples of
this type of recovery.

Cther implications of the letter-name Ginel
ares transportation; motion from »lace +o
place; movement to and fro, as of the rejular
journeys of caravans over trade routes; hence,
commerce, exchange, reciprocity, interchange,
alternation, correlation, ecorrespondence and
communication, dissemination of information,
consequently, education and science, Study all
these words with the aid of a dictionary. They
describe your subconsciousness and its povers,

In +the esoteric dootrine Of Israel, Gimel
is said to correspond to the iiom, vhich is a
“"ship of +the skies," just as a camel is a
"ship of the desert,™ The HMoon center in the
human brain is the pituitary body, vhich, be-
sides the functions knowm to physiologists, is
understood by occultists to act as a transmit-
ting . station, through which the mental states
of self-consciousness are relayed to centers
of the nervous system, located in the physical
body below the brain.

Among 1ideas suggested by +the Moon are:
reflection; periodicity (because it wmxes and
wenes); wossociation, accompaniment, correla-
tion (because the Moon is a satellite, consort
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or follower of the earth, and in like manner
subconsciousness follows the lead of self-
constciousness).

As a crescent, the Moon suggests a bow, the
original form of Gimel. Thus it is eonnected
with the goddess named Diana by the Romans and
Artemis by +the Greeks. Diana is a huntress,
and to hunt is to follow, %o inquire, to pur-
Even 1while we sleep it is reviewing all our
experiences, ruminating (like a camel chewing
its cud) over what ire have sensed, felt and
. reasoned, During sleep this nocturnal mental
lunminary cerries on the mental processes which
lead to the consequences of what we have
observed, felt and consciously reasoned out
during the day.

Diana or Artemis was a virgin geddess, and
because she presided over child-birth she was
closely related +to Hekate, who, for the an-
cient Greeks, combined the characteristics ef
moon goddess, earth goddess, and queen of the
underworld of shades, the abede of the dead,
Hekate had a share in the rulership of earth
and sea; gave ald in war, in athletic contests
and in hunting; protected herds and childrens;
but she was particularly the goddess of magie,
mystery and occult powers generally. She alse
presided over the meeting-place at which roads
Cross. Indeed, it 1is principally from the
attributes of Hekate that the symbolism of the
second Tarot Key is derived. ALL THE PGIERS
ATTRIBUTED TC THESE 1iOON GUDDESSES ARE ACTUAL,
LIVING PCGUERS CF YCUR SUBCUNSCIGUSHESS,

One key word for this picture, based on its
connection with Gimel and the Moon, is associ-
ation, Not only ordinary association of ideas
within +the 1limits of your om mind., A wider
kind of association, symbolized by the camel
because the journeys of caravans connect dis-



. TAROT FUNDALENTALS -
LIS SON SEVEN 7

tant places, SUBCONSCICUSNESS HAS PERFECT
COUNHECTIUN /ITH ALL POINTS IN SPACE. This leéw
is +the basis of the phenomenon of telepathy,.
It is also the law vhich will put you in touch
with your own personal Teacher, 1ihen you have
developed +to0 a point where you are ready for
higher instruction. This same law has many
other applications in practical occultism,

During your practice period +this week,
color Key 2, in accordance with the following
directions,

YELLGi: Left foreground, small space at
right foreground.

GREEN: Palms on curtain behind High Priest-
ess. (not centers). : ,

BIUE: Background, from yellow foreground
up. Her robes, The robe should have
vhite in it alse, where it shimmers
dovm in front and cut of the picture,
to represent flowing water,

GRAY: Throne; veil background (veil need
not be painted unless desired),

WHITE: Inner garment; cross on breast; head
drapery; right pillar; centers of palms,
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LESSON EIGHT
THE HIGH PRIESTESS

The title of this Key means literally, "the
chief feminine elder." X% applies perfeotly
to Hekate and the other moem goddesses of the
ancients, 3including the Egyptian Isis and the
Hindu Maya or Prakriti, Under the figures of
these goddesses the priesthoads of old time
concealed their knovledge of +the powers of
subeconscicusness,

Remember +that suboonseieuws powers are uni-
versal as 1well as personal, In the dectrine
received by us it is held that this subcen-
scious activity is the real substense of all
things we eall "“physical objects." Vhat ap-
pears to us as wood or stone, as various serts
of minerals, as the bodies ef plants and ani-
mals, as +the matter entering into the forms
round us, is held to be actually the subcon-
scious level ef the manifestation of the One
Force pictured in Tarot as the Foel,

A few years ago, scienti sts irould have made
fun of +this idea, Today several prominent
physicists say boldly that the real substance
eut of which atoms are built is "probably"
nind-stuff. This prcbability of mnodern s3i-
entific speculation is an established certain-
ty fo the Inner School to which we ewe the
invention of the Tarot Keys, THL ACTUAL SUB-
STANCE CF THE PHYSICAL PLANE, FROu VHICH ALL
FORMS PERCEPTIBLE TO THE HULAN SENSES ARE
BUILT, IS MENTAL ENERGY, 'I(RKING AT THE SUB-
CUNSCIQUS LEVEL,

Hence the Tarot Key which pictures this
prinary "materiel" is rightly named "the chief
feminine elder," because it symbolizes the
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original receptive, reproductive and form-
building power in the universe., This it is to
which you have access through your personal
subconsciousness, which is like a bay opening
into the ocean of universal subconscious men-
tal energy.

Blue is the predominent celer of Key 2, and
in one occult eoler-scale, blue is attributed
to the letter Gimel and to the Moon, It is
alse associateéd in occultism with the element
of water and with subconsciousness,

Much of +the symbolism of the High Priest-
ess 1s directly connected with memory, Her
scroll contains the ccomplete record of exper®-
ence, but two things are necessary if you are
to read it.

First, you must practice concentration, By
careful observation and vivid awareness of
what goes on round you, you focus yeur mental
camera, and the resulting images are sharp and
clear, Secondly, you must understand and
apply the laws of recall, as set forth in the
symbols of this Key,.

The pillars represent two of these laws by
their form and color, and anocther Yaw by:their
position., You easily recall ideas or things
like each other; ideas or things in sharp con-
frast to each othery id:as or things near each
other in spase or time. In practical mnemon-
ics, or the art of recollection, these three
principles are utilized. Use these identifi-
cation tags when you file your experiences,
Thus you will make a mental index which will
enable you to recall whatever you wish. Link
what you want to remember with something like
it, Contrast it with something markedly dif-
ferent, Notice what +things are near it in
time or- space, Do this when you meet a new
acquaintance, and hear his name, and you will
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find +hat you have no difficulty whatever in
recalling the name the next time you see him.

In the symbols on the veil behind the High
Priestess, the members of +the pattern are
pomegranates and palms, which symbolize oppo-
site forees, and refer to the law of contrast,
Thus both repetition and contrast are shom by
the pattern on the veil.

The many repetitions of these units of de-
sign refer to the fourth law of recall, vhich
is that of frequency. TVie recall easily what
we repeat often, You had an opportunity to
put this law into practice when you learned
The Pattern on the Trestleboard, Along with
frequency goes recency, since we tend to
recall recent experiences more readily than
those vhich occurred same time age, This law
of recency is represented in Key 2 by the vrit-
ing on the seroll,

These 1lawrs ef memory are various proesesses
of association, dealt with in connection with
the meaning of the letter Gimel, en page 6 of
the preceding lesson, There we nenticned unie
versal association and communication. The law
which makes this possible is closely beund up
vith all +the meanings of the number 2, a n d
is graphically represented by the robe of the
High Priestess,

This robe symbolizes the element cf uater,
which 1is in tuwrn a symbol of root matter, or
Prakriti, as Hindus call it, The vavy lines
of the robe represent vwibration., This is one
of the mest important words in eccultism (and
one which is sadly abused by ignorant dabblers
and mystery-mongers). lile live in a vibratory
universe, and it is vibration in the root mat-
ter which puts us in touch with other points
of the universe, These points are themselves
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centers of the conscious energy of the One
Life-power., The same law of vibration, at
work on the physical plane, brings to us the
radiant energy of the sun, and of other forms
of energy converging upon this planet from
every point in spaces

The root matter is identical with subcon-
sciousness, ¢f vhich water is also a symbol.
Water was the first nmirror, and because nir-
rering is duplication and reflection, t h e
symbolism ef vater is directly related to the
meanings of the number 2. It is the conscieus
energy of the Cne Ferce, acting upon itself in
its subconscious aspect of roct matter, which
" brings into being -all - physical structures,
including the cells ef your body,

The function of every cell is the result of
the Life-power flewing through that cell, This
is the +truth behind the statements developed
in Lessen Four of SEVLI STEPS,

Tlatch your daily experience closely and you
will soon be able toc detect the operation ef
subconsciousness in your omm life, As you be-
come increasingly familiar with these princi-
ples and the way they work, you will put them
more and nore into comscious operation, Thus
will you gain greater control over the forces
of your personality. Persistent practice in
directing your persmal forces leads eventual-
ly to the attainment of extraordinary control
over physical cenditions, and this control is
exerted by mental means,

The veil behind -the +thrane of the High
Priestess is a symbol of virginity. The
design on it refers to the associative powers
of subconsciousness. The units of the design
are palm leaves and pomegranates, which are,
respectively, masculine and feminine symbols,
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The pomegranates are red, +the color of the
masculine planet Iliars, 1while the palms are
green, representing the feminine Venus vibra-
tion, This is only one of many places in Key
2 twhere the union of opposite forces is sym-
bolized, The wveil itself, because it joins
the two pillars, 1is another representation of
this union,

The pillars, alike in f'orm but opposite in
color, symbolize all pairs of opposites, such
as light and darkness, attraction and repul=-
sion, affirmation and negation, active and
passive, manifest and unmanifest. In each of
these pairs, +the first is represented by the
white pillar, and the second by the black. Cn
the white pillar is Yod, the initial letter of
the Hebrew noun Jachin. That on the black
pillar is Beth, the initial of Boaz. Thus the
pillars of +the High Priestess are identified
with those at the porch of Solomonf's temple.

The 1lotus buds at the top of the pillars
refer to the subconscious activity vhich is
the cause of growth and development in organic
life, They are buds because this Key repre-
sents potencies or possibilities of subcon-
sciousness, apart from their actual expression
in response to impulses fron objective mind,

The High Priestess sits on a cubic stene,
to show that the functions of subconsciousness
are related to principles vhich are fundamen-
tal laws of space, At this point it is beyond
the scope of the lesson to enter inte extended
exposition of the meaning of the cube, It is
a symbol of salt, a preservative, because salt
actually crystallizes in cubes. The oube is
alse a symbol of the element of earth and of
the physieal plane, Again, it stands fer
truth and fer order, because all its faces are
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equal, and sc are its boundary lines.

This cube is of stone, a word having occult
meanings which signify life, wisdom and union,
Briefly, the cubic stone in Xey 2 means that
every operation of subconsciousness is based
on immtable principles of truth and order,
eperative throughout the physical plane as
well as in higher fields of activity,

The robe of the High Priestess, besides be-
ing a representation of the root matter, is a
symbol of flowing and fluidity. Thus it typi-
fies +the ever-chenging formsof life, It is
draxm so as to seem to flow out of the pic-
ture. Understand it as being the source of
all streams and pools among the symbols of the
Keys, from Key 3 to Key 21,

The High Priestess' crown is of silver, the
metal of the licon., It shows, by its form, the
vaxing and Ttening lunar crescents, irith the
full moon between them., They suggest periodi-
citty and alternation, as well as the reflect-
ing and reproductive power associated with the
Ioon and vith lunar deities in every system of
mythology., TFurthermore, since +the Iiocn ac-
tually plarizes sunlight, we find here another
reference to the polarity symbolized by Xey 2,

The cross on the woman's breast is white,
to represent light, It is also the primitive
ferm of Tav, the last letter of +the Hebrew
alphabet, corresponding to Key 21, This cross
has many meamings, some of vhich will be men-
tiomed in subsequent lessons. Nor its four
equal arms may serve to remind you of the four
implements on the Iagiciant®s table, and of
their combined activity. Nor will you miss
the connection between the cross and Hekate,
patron goddess of the point vhere roads meet
at right angles. . .. ;

AY
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The scroll represents memory, the record of
experience and the basis of history. The iord
TORA signifies law, and is a reabrangement of
the 1letters of ROTA, Latin for vheel. This
is =a reference to the Las of Cycles, or Rota-
tion, to be dealt writh more extemsively later
on, The Lair of Cycles is closely connected
with +the Law of Spiral Activity represented
by +the form of the rolled-up scroll. Both
laws are aspects of the Law of Rhythn,

The right hand of +the High Priestess is
hidden, Dbecause the more powerful activities
of subconsciousness elude our attenpts to
analyze them, Her left hand, therefore, is
the only one visible, to intimate that we
perceive only +the end results, or relatively
superficial manifestations of +t h e occult
forces she represents.

Finally, +this KXey symbolizes seven great
Hermetic Laws or Principles. lany vriters on
Ageless Wisdom have discussed them, They are
as followss

1, TH:E LAY OF LENTALISH, The law that the
totality of +the umiverse is essentially men-
tal, This is indicated by those details of
t h e symbolism which suggest that subcon-
sciousness is the "matter" or substance of
all things,

2. THE LAY OF CCRRESPUNDENCE, The meaning
of the letter Gimel 1is but one of many
expressions of this lawr in the symbols and the
occult attributions of Key 2,

3., THL LAY OF VIBRATICUN, represented by
basic meanings of 2, and by the vavy folds of
the woman's blue robe,

4, THE LA OF POLARITY, of vhich the pil-
lars are among the principal symbols,

5. THE LAY OF :HYTHM, symbolized by the
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crotm, since +the basis of rhythm is periodic
action, like +the wmxing and waning of the
Moon, Notice that +his is the ecrovming syn-
bol, intimating +that rhythm is the dominant
law in subconsecious mental activities, Every
utilization eof eccult povers in magic demands
the establishment of some chosen rhythn,

6. THE LAy OF CAUSE AND EFFECT, symbolized
by +the scroll and by the word TORA, This law
is revealed by, and in turn makes intellipg-
ible, the record of human experience,

7. THE LAV OF GEWDER, represented by %he
palms and pcmegranates on the veil, and by
many Other doteils of the symbolism,

An excellent little treatise on these laws
wvas vritten dorm some years ago by "Three In-
itiates." Tlle believe it may still be procured
at oceult bookstores, It is entitled The Ky-
balien, and our Affiliates will find it excel-
lent supplementary reading.

The main lessen you should now learn from
Key 2 is that your personal field of subcon-
sciousness is materially comnected with even
the most distant stars, "four" subconscious-
ness is a temporarily restricted portion ef
the potential mode of wniversal matter. iidind-
stuff 3is the original material from vhich
everything is made. Through various process-
es, all essentially mental, the mind-stuff
undorgees changes in form, vhich make it
appear as physical objects,

These are actual ebjects. 1hat we are say-
ing sbout their essential mental quality is in
no way a denial of their reality as things in
man's environoment. But it is important to
knou that <+their original and actual material
may be shaped by conscious control ef human
mental imagery. Through your personal sub-
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ccnsciausness you have access tc¢ an inexhaust-
ible supply of the original material of the
physical universe, and when you learn howr to
use powers already yours, you rnay shape this
material AS YOU V/ILL.
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This week 1lcok ot Key 3, the Empress, for
five mninutes before reading the lesson, Re-
member that every Tarot Key is a symbolic
picture of some aspect of your consciousness,
All these Xeys are portraits of yourself, As
Eliphas Levi tells us, Tarot speaks by evcking
thought--not nmerely intellectual activity, but
2ll the wvarious expressiocns of mind-power that
externalize themselves in man's life and cone
sciousness,

Looking at the XKeys 1is the fundamental .
method for bringing closer to the surface the
deeper potencies of yow inner life, Thenever
you study one of these lessons, have alwoys at .
hand the Xey +to vhich the text relates, and
glanee often at the picturs, as you read,

MULTIPLICATICN is a key-word attributed to
the number 3, To multiply is to cause to
inerease in numbery; +0 make more by natural
generation, Multiplication 1is the act or
operation of increasing by multiplying.

CREATIVE ILAGINATION is the wmy the princi-
ple of multilpication manifests itself in your
mental 1life, The seoret of the process is
given in that part of the definition of the
number 3 which speaks of "the response of sub-
consciousness +Ho self-consciousness in the
generation of mental images."

Just as 3 is produced by the combinatim of
1 and 2, so is the Enpress a symbolic combina-
tion of ideas pichbured by the liagician and the
High Priestess, The sctivity resulting from
the harmonious union of the forces symbolized
by these two is showm by Key 3.
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As the sum of 1 and 2, +the number 3 is the
union of +the ideas of individuality (1) and
repetition (£). The repetition of the unit
through +the ageney of the duad is tapreoduce.
tion, and reproduction is manifested as renew=
al, generation, growth, fertility, development
and fecundity. Hence 3 is the number of pro-
duction, formation, organization, propagation,
elaboraticn, Representing orgenization, it
sugpests arrangement, and the right adaptation
of parts +o a whole, This implies anticipa-
tion, expeetaticn, purpose, plan, contrivance,
invention, A4ll these meanings of 3 are showmn
in the symbolism of the Empress, because this
Key typifies the working of your subconscious-
ness in the activities indicoted by tlie words
corresponding to the number,

The Hebrew letter printed on the picture is
Daleth, wmeaning "door." Originally it was a
erude drawing of the flap of a tent, Later it
ccme +t0 mean any sort of door--the leaf, not
the opening, Hence it suggests power to admit
or bar, to retain or to let out,

The door has been alvays a feninine symbol,
represeniing birth, reproduction, and the en=-
try of life into manifestation, Scme authori-
ties, indeed, say Daleth represents the womb,
the door of personal 1life, opening t0 receive
the seed, closing to retein the germ of life
during the period of gestation, and epening
again to send +the newborr crecture into the
vorld, Similar activities, onm planes above
the physical, are represented by the same
symbol,

Subconsciousness receives the seed impulse
of observations made during periods of concenw
treted attention. Then follows o cycle of
developnent within the field of subconscious-
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ness, When +%his cycle is completed, a new
idea, or an invention, or some new plan, comes
forth through the door of subconsciousness in-
to0 the field of self-conscious awareness, The
form of +this completed result of creative
imaginstion may - be altogsther different from
the form taken by the original seesd-thought;
but the life in that forr 1is continuous with
the life in the seed-thought, just as the life
in a humen body is continuous with the life in
the spermatozoon and ovum fraa vhich that body
vias developed.

In this operaticn of subconsc ilocusness there
is an apparent accreticn of materials round a
vital centere. This is as true in mental as in
physical creaticne. In this comnection, remem-
ber that the Greek noun delta, derived from
the Hebrew Daleth, represents both the femin-
ine organ of pgeneration and the accretion of
alluvial soil at the mouth of 2 river, as then
we speak of the Delta of the Iiile, or the Del-
ta of the liississippi., And Delta is the name
of the fourth 1letter in the Greek alphabet,
eorresponding to Daleth,

Some think +the original hieroglyphic for
Daleth represented the radiance of sumrise,
the entrance of light into the world through
the gateway of the East, This may accowat for
the attribution of the direction East to Dal-
eth, and for +this letter's being the sign of
the aspect cf comsciousness Qabalists name the
Luminous Intelligzence,

Redianice 1is vibration produced by solar
force, The sunshine is not " the sun., The
brightness and splendor are effects caused by
the action of the luminary. His rays make the
sun visible, They are his porer, Hence, be=
cause the sun is one of the principal emblems
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of the Supreme Spirit, sunshine represents the
"mysterious power" of the cosmic Life-Breathe
the manifesting agency iindus call Pralriti,
of wkidh the Gita says: "Ly great Prakriti is
the womb inte which I cast the seed; from
thence is the birth of all creatures,”
xl%ad:i.ad:ion of solar energy, being the basis
of 7 all vegetable and seanimal 1life, is what
briangs about gradusl unfoldment of consciouse
ness, It 1is also the cause of those physio-
logical changes vhereby a human perscnality
manifests hipher orders of comsciousness, This
radiant emergy is also the actual physical
force which assumes cdefinite forms in your

acts of creative Imagination, l
Kee this in mind, in er to intensify

yow feeling that you are using real powers in
your occult work, In their ‘essence, O be
sure, these are purely spiritual powers., They
who say there i8 really no such thing as a
separate entity called "metter® are perfectly
correct,

On +the other hand, these relative states
and conditions of the manifestaticn of spiri-
tual emergy which constitute the field of
investigaticn for physical science are also
perfectly real. Thatever of 1illusion there
nay be about +them is in the erroneous human
opinion +that +the physical manifestations of
the Life-power are separate from the finer and
subtler manifestations which are termed psy-
chic, astral, and s¢ on,

Aceording to the Ageless T[isdom which is
swmarized in Tarckt, all forms of manifesta-
tion are expressions of a single energy which
enjoys an® umnbroken and unbreakable continuity.
This energy is real, and its reality extends
"govmvard® into the physical plane just as
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truly as - it extends "upward" into realms of
finer and more intense vibration, ¥That which
is above 1is as that which is below, and that
vhich is below is as that which is @b ove,"

iiental images are patterns or matrices for
vhysical conditions, Liental objects, in their
plane, have just as definite reality and val-
idity as physical cbjects. ((Creative imagin~ >
ation, represented by +the Impress, is the
process of Iinternsl development and arran;e-
ment which produces the external manifestation
of physical conditions correspording to mental
patterns,) Under ordinary conditions, the men-
tal imeges are gradwlly precipitatéd into
physical expression through a series of subtle
transformations so complex that we cannct
¥race the 1links in the series, Those extra-
ordinary perscnalities, the adepts and liasters
of the Inner School, are able to speed up this
series of transformaticns so thet their mental
images are &alnost instantaneously manifested
as physical actualities. This is the secret
of instantameocus healing, of such vwarks of
power as the change of water into irine, or
the miracle of the loaves and fishes,

Yet it must be remanbered that these exira-
ordinary manifestabions are no exceptions to
the general rule, Ffor the mnerest tyro, as
vell as for the adept, mental imagery is the
basis of bodily and envirommental conditioms,
The states of body and enviromient vhich you
are now experiencing are the fruition of your
mental images, If you weant different external
econditions, you must change the images, This
is one secret of dominion,

Thus it is valuable to utilize every legit-
imate device to make us realize that our
mental imagery is a manifestation of real pow-
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er, of power having definite physical poctency
as rell as metaphysical reality. The chaotic
cenditions in  our present political and eco-
nonic systems are direct results of chaotic,
disorderly images held in the minds of mil-
lions of human beings. T¢ chonge the external
state of affeirs, the mental imopges must be
changed, and to attain this desirable result
{vhieh requires +that each person shall under—
take the cultivation of his om mental garden)
it is first of all necessary to0 help people to
wnderstand that outer circumstances sre really
the physical embodiments of pre~existent men-
tal patterns.

smong the Tarot ZXeys, the Emnpress is the
symbolic atatement of the harmonious and con-
structive direction of mental imagery. This
will be mnore apparent next iveek, after you
have considered +the meaning ¢f the various
details of the symbolism,

This week, as usual, we are concerned with
irpressing these details on yowr mind as you
color the Key, As heretofore, plan your work
so as to coamplete the coloring on the last day
ef your wieek's study. Thus all weelr long you
will be educating yourself ty neans of pictor-
ial symbolism, the natural language of subcon-
sciousness, and what you will be drawing forth
from within will be what the Immer School has
learned concerning the operation of creative
imaginaticne BSuch visual education is more
valuable than any verbal interpretation, since
it calls into actual operation the very powers
which the symbols represents It also calls
into play +the wider associative power of
subconsciousness, vhereby your mental image of
the Key attunes you to wise men who are fully
conversant with every detail of the meaning,
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DIRECTICNS PR COLCRIHG

YELLGW: Background, shoes, staff of scep-
ter,

GREEN:; Foliage, grass, wreath, Robe (ex~
cept ouffs, girdle, collar edging and
panel), Ball on scepter.

BLUE: Stream and vaterfall,

BRGH: Tree trunks beside vaterfall,

GRAY: Stone bench,

SILVIR: Crescent,

GULD: Stars, eollar edging, girdle, cross
and bar on scepter,

CCPPER: Shield (except dove). Liix red and
brovm to secure copper color,

BLUGIDE: Hair, wheat ears.

THITE: Pearls, panel in dress, cuffs of
dress, dove, highlights in .aterfsall,

RED: Roses, triangle on breast,

In your sbtudy period ponder +this:; THE
PUINT THLRE THE JCRLING PULR CF SUBCUN3CICUS-
WESS 1AY BL COGIIRUVLLED IS THE POIHT "HERE
THOUUGGHEDS TAKE DEFINITE FORiI AS LBITAL ILAGES,

A statement like "All is Geod™ is not a
def inite mental image., Statements of truth do
ne work unless they are linked to specific
imagery. The images must be concrete. They
must prepare mind and body for action,

This is in no sense a denial of the ime-
portance and velue of abstract statements of
principle, as helps t0. right understanding,
The point is that intellectual statements of
truth must be supplemented by concrebe imogery
before the mighty forces of the inmer 1life can
be made %0 energe as actual forms and condi-
tions of the physical vlarve.
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The noun "empress® coies fraa o Latin root
meaning "to set in order, to arrange," This,
you will ses, is in agreement with sane of the
meanings of the number 3 given in the preced-
ing lesson, In Tarot, the Empress represents
the inner side of the process which establishe
es order, and the Key following it in the
series has to do with the outer side of the
sSame pProcess, j

By contrast with the Hijp Priestess, who is
a cold, virgin figure correspomding to the
iioon, +the Empress is warm snd maternsle.  She
is the Great liother, pregnant “ith the world
of form, In this figure all the mother pod-
desses of +the ancient wrorld are synthesized,
but she is particularly Aphrodite, or Venus.

Venus 1is alsc the astrological attribution
of the letter Daleth, according to the school
of Qabalists represented in these pages, Iere
twrc points of occult teaching may be of inter-
est. According to I. P. Blavatsky's Secret
Doctrine, +the hunan race oves much £0 an ear-
lier development of conscicusness connected
with the planet Venus. 4igain, in the Resicru-
cian Pama Fraternibatis, the entrance to the
mystericus wvault which cintained all the se-
crets of +the order, as well as the verfectly
preserved body of the Founder, was discovered
when one of +the Brothers happened t0 remove
a tablet of brass, a metal associated with
the planet Venus. ;

Furthermore, +the wvault 1itself had seven
sides, and this heptagonsl construction is
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found alsc in many alchemical diagrams typifye
ing the verfection of the Great Work, Such
perfection is, of ccurse, a victory over all
ohstacles, and this 1idea of victory, linked
with the number 7, is associated with Venus,
because Qabalists call 7 the Svhere of Venus,

ut very simply, one meaning of all these
mysterious hints is that the mental activities
personified by the various mother deities, of
vhom Venus is a type, &re those vhich lead to
canpletion of the Great Tork, Hence, in the
Qabalistic Book of Formation, we find the idea
of 1iisden associated witi: Daleth,

The same bocl:z also atiributes Folly to this
letter,. This 3is because the same activities
which, rightly vndersteocd and applied, lead to
the discovery of the Creat Secret, and enable
us to complete the Greeat ork, are those vhich
drive millions of men and women into all sorts
of foolish theught and action,

Tarot shows the positive, constructive ase
pects of the activity symbolized by the Great
Mother, The negative, destructive activities
are nct representeds To picture them would be
to synthesize all the Furies into one horrible
fipure, and even then the piecture would fall
short of the menace of perverted and distorted
nental imagery.

Remember, subcousciousness accepts as true,
and proceeds to develop by deduction, whatever
suggestions are impressed on it by the habitu-
al mental attitudes of self-consciousness,
( Subconsciousness 1is particularly susceptible
to the power of words, ESPLOCIALLY THE VIORDS WD
USE AS PREDICATES AFTER THE INITIAL STATELENT,
W AWM )

A really practical occultist watches his
words. He is careful to ubtter no statement he
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is wmwilling to see realized in his external
circumstances, (llot even 1in jest will he say
anything which belittles the "I AM.™) Early in
his instruetion he learns that the "I A" is,
in very truth, a magic "iord of Power.,® This
is the ™Lost Word" of which so much has been
said and vritten--lost, because the profane
vorld has forgotten its significance and its
actual powver. Yet the Lost ‘ijord is found,
in every generation of memnkind, by those who
ripen into understandinge

h The Empress, then, is iiother Nature, per-
scnified as Venus., She clothes herself in the
web of maniiestation vhich entangles the minds
of fools; but the wise see through appearancear
and to them Hature unveils herself, The veil
hiding +truth 1s the wveil of human ignorance,
It may be taken away by those who know howr to
choose their neatal images,

Green 1s the color asscciated with Daleth,
It »redominates in Key 3, as it does in Ha-
ture,  Hote that [reen 1is produced by mixing
yellow and blue, +the colors associated with
the iliagician and the High Priestess,

The Emnpress is a matronly figure, and tra-
ditional interpretations tell us she is preg-
nant, This agrees with the fact that creative
inmagination results froum the impregnetion of
subconsciousness by impulses originating in
self-conscicusness,

Her hair is yellow, 1like that of the Fool,
to symbolize radiant energy. The vreath bind-
ing it is of myrtle, a plant sacred to Venus,
ilyrtle is an evergreen shrub, Like the aca-
cia, it is a symbol of immortality.

Cn +the Empress'! head is a crown of twelve
golden, six-pointed stars. This connects her
with the woman in the Apocalypse, clothed with
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the sun and crowned with twelve stars, Like
that women, the Empress has the moon under her
feet, to show that the basis of her activity
is the power symbolized by the High Priestess,

The six-pointed stars represent universal
forces, Thus +the symbelism of the cromwn
refers +to the twelve modes of cosmic activity
associated with the twelve signs of the zodi-
ac, Ons 3idea conveyed by this detail of the
symbclism is that subeconsciousness, though it
. iz influenced by sugsestioms originating in
self-consciocusness, 1is open slso to an influx
of power vhich descends from the celestial, or
superconsecious, level of the Life-nower’s ac-
tivitye.

The Empress' green robe is bound by a gold-
en girdle, above vhich there is shovm a red
triangle, By 1its shape, the triangle is a
Greek letter Delta, correspcnding to Daleth,
It is red, to show that the influence of the
universal fiery energy operates tirough the
activities of subconsciCusness,

The Empress carries a scepter, surmounted
by a globe bearing a cross, This is a symbol
of dominion, Clder symbolism 1is +that the
globe and cross form & union of feminine and
nasculine, or positive and negative,

The shield 1is copper, the metal sacred %o
Venus, The dove on its face, alsc sacred to
Venus, is +the Christian symbol of the Holy
Spirit, |Hence the dove is comnected with the
esoteric meanings of the number 3, -

In The Harmonies of Being, P. F. G, Lacuria
writes:

"The number three reveals to us the harmony
of +the Holy Spirit, The number three is the
return to unity, which seems to be broken by
the number two, It is in uniting the Father
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and the Son that the Holy Spirit realizes it-
self; and on this account it may be considered
as the efflorescence of the unity."

Do not let the theological terms in this
quotation blind you to its profound occult
meaning, Lacuria wrote in a day when it was
advisable to sound striectly orthodex, but he
had _esoteric associaticns with the same Order
from vhieh B, U, ¥. A, derives both its lmowl-
edge, and its authority Ffor continuing the
practical vrork cf applying that Iknowledge,

Besides emphasizing the correspondence of
the Empress +to the woman in the Apocalypse,
and indicating that the basis of her power is
wnat Tarot symbolizes as the High Priestess,
the moon under her feet reminds us that all
activities having to do with growth, develon-
ment, reproducticn and imagination are those
in which the prineiple of rhythm operates,

The stcone seat is richly ornamented, in
contrast t¢ the severe simplicity of the cube-
on which sits the High Priestess, This shows
the result of the operation of self-conscious
observation and induction upon subconscious-
ness, It results in modifications and adapta-
tions of Nature-~the arts, fine and useful,

The ripened wheat in the foreground repre=--
sents the completion of 2 eyele of growth. It
carries with it the same idea of multiplica-
tion indicated by +the number 3, The seed
forms are multiplied, Every act of creative
imagination elaborates ccnditions spontaneous-
ly provided by Nature into new forms which, in
turn, give rise to future growth,

The stream and pool in the background rep-
resent +the stream of conscicusness which has
its source in the robhe of the High Priestess,
The symbol of water falling into a pool is al-
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s0 an intimation of the Law of Gender, of the
reciprocal relationship between the male and
female: nddescOf consdions-emergy. -This-straan
is a symbol of what is knovm in analytical
psychology as 1libido, the driving energy of
censcious life, The stream 3is modified and
directed by the self-conscious activities sym-
bolized by the liagician, and the pool atands
for +the accumulation of those influences ot
the subconscious level., The stream waters the
garden, and makes it fertile,

The cypress trees in the background are Ren
in number, corresponding to the ten eireles on
the Fool's outer garment, The eypress is a
tree sacred to Venus, Attributed to the same
goddess are red roses, of which there are
five, representing the five senses, and having
the same meaning as the five roses in the
iHagician'®s garden,

Yet emother Venusian symbol is the neck!aee
of pearls., Seven peurls are visible, répre-
senting the seven heavenly bodies knmown to the
ancients, They correspond also to seven "in-
terior stars,” nerve centers in +the human
body, called chakras by Hindu yog.s.

When these bea:ds are strung in a necklace,
they are related together and put in order,
Furthermore, 2 necklace like this touches the
throat at the level of the Venus center which
is located at this point,

The intimation is that the Venus center is
the one through which the seven interior stars
are 10 be brought into orderly correlation, so
that +the forces playing through them may be
eontrolled, This correlation may be called
the secret entrance into adeptship, and thus
the Venus center may be thought of as the door
t0 mastery.
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Regular use of the Empress will enrich your
power of creative imagination and etimulate
your inventiveness. It will increase your
ability to make new combinations of ideas,

Tie live 1in an age vhen cheap printing and
motion pictures, combined with the cut-and-
dried 1life of our citdies, endanger our pover
of creative imagination., Tle take too much of
our mental imagery at second-hand, from the
screen and from the printed page,

In consequence of this, consulting psychol=-
ogists and other advisers are continually
asked for help 1Im the solutionr of personal
problems which have arisen simply because many
persons do not realize, .let along wtilize, the
tremendous power of.imaginatien,

Key 3 will help you yse imagination posi-
tively and constructively, Through your eyes
it tells your subconsciousness what povers it
has, and how they should be exergised. You
may not grasp the inner meaning of the syme
bolism at first, BUT YOUR SUBCGHSCICUSHESS
WILL, because +this pictwre, like the other
Tarot Keys, 1is written in your subconscious
mindts own language,

Pictorial symbolism is +the language of
dream, of revery, of fantasy and imagination,
IT IS NOT AN INTELLECTUAL AFFAIR, THOUGH
INTELLECT LAY ANALYZE IT, It goes far deeper,
Use Key 3 whenever you find yourself appar-
ently sterile of 1ideas, and it will help to
start an abundant flow of mental imagery,.
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REASON

This week use Key 4, the Emperor, as the
basis for your five-minute meditation berfore
taking up the lesson, As you look at it, re-
member that the Emperor, as his nane shows, is
the consort and ocomplement of the Enpress.
Ccmpare the two Keys, and discover for your-
self as maxy points of contrast between thenm
as you can,

The key-word of the number 4 is ORDIR.
lieanings olosely allied are systen, regula-
tion, management, supervision, Thus 4 clearly
relates +t0 +the classifying activity of self-
consciousness, induced by the respense of
subconseciousness to impressions originating at
the self-conscious level, This classifying
activity is REASCH,

liental imagery is useful to us chiefly af-
ter it has been systematized or put in order,
Then it becomes valuable in our daily lives,
as a means to regulate, supervise and manage
our affairs,

Yhen mental imagery is not so systematized,
we are creatures of our emotions and desirese-
impractical dreamers, unable to meet adequate-
ly the problems 1life presents to us, Note
that verb "presents," Lifels problems are not
avils, They are gifis,. (Every problen con-
ceals a principle which, when underst ood, may
be applied %o the production of manifold use-
ful and beautiful results,) Reason helps us to
discover +the principles hidden in problems,
It is what enables uc to face life's experi-
ences squarely, and transform all seeming evil
into good, i

4
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The Emperor is an executive, The noun em=
peror means "he who sets in order," and to set
things in order is the chief function ef an
adninistrative officer., Thus the title is
closely bound up with the various meanings of
the number 4.

The authority of the Emperor is exercised
over the oprogeny of the Fmpress, She is his
consort, subject to her husband, Her mnmother-
hood depends < him, On +the other hand, his
sovereignty depends on her motherhood, Unless
the wniversal subconscious activities bring
forth & wniverse, the cosmic self-couscicus-
ness has nothing +0 povern, Because she is
the menifesting power, which brings forms into
being, he has something to rule,

This 1is +true also in man, whom occultists
call +the MHicrocosm, or Muiverse in little."
The activity of imagination is subconscious
response to acts of attention and observation
originating at the 1level of self-conscious-
ness (the ILegician). Yet the iiagician, who
appears now as the Hapercor, iwould have nothing
to control or transform did not subconscious=-
ness send up from its depths a stream of
inages to be classified and arranged by the
exercise of reason, Hence in Key 4 we find
the DImperor seated on a height @#orloocking a
stream in his demain, It is the same stream
which waters the Empress! gsarden, and has its
source in +the shimmering rcbe of the High
Priestess, :

In peometry 4 is repreosented by the square,
an old symbcel for the physical plane, and for
things concrete, Specific mental images, in
definite, 1logical order--"precept upon pre=-
cept, line upon line"--are the foundations of
reason and good sense,
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The number 4 1is ealso econmected with the
idea of measurement, for by the use of reason
we are enabled to teke the measure of our ex-
periences, so as to interpret them correctly,
Without such rational right measurement of
experience we centinue to mistake the illusory
for the real, Thus we make (for we cennot help
being creative) conditions in our personal
world which have the appearance of misery,
poverty, disease, discontent, and the like,

The 1letter printed on the Key is Heh, and
its neme means "window," A window adémits
light, symbol of Inowledge, and air (Life-
Breath, Spirit) into the house (Beth) or per-
scnality, A window, again, permits outlook,
survey, supervision, and so on, Hence the
function of sight is atbributed to the letter
Heha

TTindows, one might say, are the eyes of a
house, Hven s0 the eyes of man have been
called "windows of the scul,"

Sight is elso closely allied to reason, Ve
find ourselves confronted with a problem, Tle
study it, and reason out the amswer, iThen we
succeed, we sa&y, "I see," Bad reasoning is
perilous. Thus we read: "here there is no
vision, the people perish,"

In Hebrew, the letter Heh is used as a def-
inite article, like the English "the.," Reason
defines. Thus reason works a t the self-
conscious level, for to define anything i3 to
name it, and in occultism self-consciousness
is associated with Adam, the namer,

Often one hears a colloguial expression
comionly used in comection with something
unknowm or queer, "Hame it, and it's yours,"
Thatever the origin of this bit of slanguage,
it expresses an actual +truth vhich we see
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CLEARLY A4S SOUE AS I UNDIRSTAND THE REAL SIGe
NIFICANCE UF WAHING AYTHING, Think it over.

Definitcion limits, sets boundaries, par-
ticularizes, specializes, enters into details,
The activities designated by these verbs are
those which enter into the making of a consti-
tution for any social organizaticn, fro: that
of a high-schoocl club to that of a nation. Its
constitution is, for any organization, the
supreme authority,

A11 laws nust agree with the constitution,

and laiwrs themselves are definitions, Here it
may be 1well to remind ourselves that what we
call "laws of neture® are simply human, man-
made definitions and deseriptions of the way
events follow one another in some pasrticular
field of human cbservation,
' Furthermore, our personal definitions (or
naming) of +the meanings of the events whioh
constitube o u r life-experience have great
suggestive influence on our subconsciousness,
In one sense, every man makes his om law, and
is the author of the constitution of his per=
sonal world, His life-experience confams in
large measure tc the constitution he mekes.

Yet at the same time, every man is living
in the real world, and his happiness or misery
are the direct consequence of the confornity
of the constitution of his private world to
that of the real rorld (if he is happy), or of
the discrepancy between his private world and
the real world (if he is miserabie),

The first of the +twelve zodiacal signs,
Aries, the Ram, 1is ettributed to the letter
Heh, and is therefore pictured by Key 4. As
the first sign, it symbolizes the outgoing,
ordered, cyclic motion, emanating from <the
Primal 7¥ill--the beginning of cosmic manifes=-
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tation, According to astrological +4radition
Aries rules the head and face, especially the
eyes, and dominates +the higher functicns of
the brain,

iers, the planet of war and conflict, but
also the protector of fields against the
attacks of enemies, is the ruler of Aries, In
practical cccultism, "Mars" stands for a force
at work in the human body. It is very active
in the brain, and iives eaerjzy to the entire
muscular system, Th@is it is the instrumental-
ity of execution and of realization, Through
this Miars" force, man deals rith the world
of his environment, and sets that world in
order,

Astrological +traditions tell us the Sun is

exalted (that is, finds its highest expres=-
sion) in Aries, From this we may understand
thet in our world the highest manifestations
of solar energy are those which are expressed
in the human functiwns and pOrers governed by
Aries, and symbolized by Key 4.
- Hvery ome of these functiocas and powers is
actually the result of transforuations of the
solar energy in the cells of the human brain,
Of all mechanisms and organisms on earth, our
brains are the most wonderful, and the most
poverful, They are run by solar force, as is
every other organ ia owr bedies,

Strictly speaking, the brain does n ¢ %
transform solar energy intc thoughts, that it
does acwomplish is the traasformation of this
energy into rates of vibrabtion which enable
the personal consciousness +0 receive ideas
wvhich are eternally present in the Universal
iiind, and are being broadcast continually
throuchcut space, The principle is similar to
that used in radio, where an electric current
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in the receiving set establishes vibrations
vhich may be attuned to those originating in
a broadcasting staticn,

The receiving set does not meke the nmusic,
Heither does the brain make thought. Vhat
happens is that the brain provides the neces-
sary ccnditions, as does a receiving set, so
that thought may be expressed,

The Emperor, then, represents the Sovereign
Reason, Every lawr in nature reflects reason,
Reason 1is the source of all the operations of
the Life-power in the world of manifestation,

The IEmperor is the Estaeblisher, the Founder
of all +things, the Framer of the Universal
Constitution., In the field of human personal-
ity, +the universal constituting power is made
manifest in men's ability to see through outer
appearances into +the real nature of his en=-
vircament, Actually, this powrer of vision is
something which embraces +the whole complex
machinery, mental end physical, ithereby +the
spirit within becomes avare of the universe,

As ycu color the Xey this week, compare its
symbolism with thet of the Empress. Look for
contrasts, Look also for details which bring
out the truth that what the imper or represents
is complementary to what the Empress pictures.

Color Key 4 as follous;:

YELLC: T-cross and circle in right hand,

‘GREEN: Foreground.

BLUE: Stream at base of cliff.

GRAY ; Stone cube, except ram's head,

VICLET: Belt, flaps on tunic {(not borders
nor medallion on left shoulder).

LHITE: Borders of tunic flaps, belt, ram's
head, medallion, beard and hair,
border of inverted T on globe in
left hand, sleeves.
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GCLD : Inverted T, and cross on globs,
framework and points on helmet,

BRGiH : Slopes from height in foregrownd to
stream’s edge.

UilAliGE; Background, a2bove mountains.

STECL : Leg armor and breastplate,

RED g8lobs in left hand (not inverted T
or cross), helmet (except borders
and points), mountains and cliffs.

ey ue

Wote also that numerieally the Emperor is
the wnion or swm of the lingician and the Ene
press. This is one reascn for idenpifyivkethe
Imweror with the Iiagician., Ancther is that
the "theosophical extension™ of 4, or sum of
the numbers irem 0 tc 4, is 10, and the digits
of 10 reduce tc 1 by addition. Thus the
Boperor is essentially 1, or the kiagician, bub
the extension of his power is 10, or the Tiheel
of Fortwe,

Yet 4 1is also the sum of 2 and 2, and the
multiplication of 2 by 2, This hints that the
Lrperor, though he seems t0 be theoroughly mas-
culine, is really an expression of the power
of 2, the roct matter symbolized by the High
Priestess, This reminés us that reeson is an
expression of memory. Beneath all foms of
reasoning 1s the fundamental activity of re-
tention and recollsction, symbolized by Key 2.
Develop these number hints in your notebook,
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In the preceding lesson, tke general mean-

ing of Key 4 is given as REASCN, This has two
aspects, as do the attributicns of all the
Tarot Keys, The wuniversal aspect is that
rational quality of the Cosmic iiind which sets
in order all manifestations of the Life-power,
The personal aspect is the ref'lection, or par-
ticularization, of +this universsl rational
guality in the field of man's action and
.experience, Thus Key 4 represents +the Life-
povier as the Sovereign Reason, the Great Lord
ruling all menifestation; and at the seme time
pictures that in yourself vhich enables you to
control the conditions of your environment,
. .The seat of +the Dmperor is just like the
seat of the High Priestess--a cube, Since the
days' of Pythagoras, this one of the five regu~
lar solids has been taken as representing the
physical plane, It is also a symbcl of order,
regularity and truth, because it is composed
of equal faces, has bcundary lines of equal
length, and has faces +hich are squares, cor-
responding gecmetrically to the aumber 4,

A cube is bounded by tiwelve lines, eight
points and six faces., Thus the enumeration of
the characteristic properties which distin-
guish a cube from other solids combines the
numbers 12, 8 and 6., The sum of these is 26,
the numeral value of the Divine ¥ame I HV H
(Jehoveh, or the Tetragrexmaton), This "name"
signifies "That which was, that which is, that
vhich will be.,"” Without attempting to define,
it declares that <hatever 1is real now, has
been, and will be, eternally +the same. TWhat
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is more, its value, 26, is related to the cube
in another manner., For every cube has exactly
thirteen axes of symmetry, or lines of balance
which cross one another at the interior cens
ter. Consequently, there radiate from the in-
ner center of & cube exactly twenty=-six lines,
connecting that ceater with points at the ex-
act centers of the twelve boundary lines, with
points at the exact centers of the six outer
faces, and with points vhich are the eight
corners of the cube, d

The cube, therefore, a8 a symbol of the
physical plane, as a symbol of order aand of
truth, and as a symbol vhose very rroportions
are related to the numeral value of IIVH, is
a perfect representation of the idea that the
ONE REALITY, manifested in all the appearances
of the onysical uwmiverse, is actually the real
presence of the limitless Lif'e~power whick is
the sovereign ruling principle of the uni-
verse,

In +the tabernacle of loses, therefore, and
in Solomonts temple, the Holy of Holies where
the ark of the covenant was kept was a cubical
room; and on the propitiatory, or mercy-seat
of +the ark, rested the Shekinah, or Divine
Presence, which vas understood +to have its
spatial location at +the immer center of the
-Holy of Holies, Similarly, in the Apocalypse,:
the heavenly city wnich represents the come
pletion and perfecticn of the Divine Order is
described as a cube, since its length, breadth
and height sre said to be equal; and the
throne of +the Lamb (a young ram), is said to
b4 in its midst, or at the immer center, as =a
source of light for the whole city,

The white hair and beard of the Emperor
identify him as the Ancient of Days, or Great
Lord, designated by +the word IHVH., For the
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same reason he is shom in profile, so that
only one eye is showing. This is an ancient
piece of symbolism, intimating that even our
highest concept of Reality is necessarily one=~
sided and imperfect., Hote also that +this
white=haired, white-bearded ancient 3is +the
figure described in the first chapter of the
Apocalypse as he who is Alpha and Cmega, the
first and last, who is also the Lamb (Ram),

The ram's head on the side of the cube, the
same desipgn in the medallion on the Imperor's
shoulder, ana the astrological symbol of Aries
at the +top .of his helmet refer primarily to
the attribution of the sign- of the Rem to the
letter Heh, and hence to this Xey. The symbol
of the ram is very anciemt, In India it de-
notes Agni, the god of fire, As a comaon noun
the , Sanskrit word agni is an alternative name
for the element of fire, usually termed tejas.
In works on Hindqu occultism, the agni tattva
is said -to be the subtle principle of sight.
This agrees with the attribution of sight to
the letter Eeh and to Key 4.

The distinctive badge of a Freemason, a
white lambskin apron, is a symbol of many of
the ideas represented by Key 4, i'irst of all,
it is a square with & triangular flap, This
combination of square and triangle is shoum in
the picture of the Emperor, whose head, chest
and arms are enclosed in a triangle, while his
legs form a cross, suggesting the same idea as
the square,

Purthermore, the lambskin refers directly
to the sign Aries, That sign is first in the
series of +twelve oomposing the astrological
year. Thus it represents the first stage of a
time cycle, before the various events of that
cycle have come tc pass. In Freemasonry, the
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lambskin apron is termed "the emblem of inno-
cence," Dbecause whatever is innocent is spot-
less, or vithout blemish, and this is exactly
the condition of the Life-power at the begin-
ning cf a cycle of self-expressiom, Fresdon
from the 1least trace cf an:thing noxious is
alse 1included in <the idea of innoccence, and
21l versions of Ageless i{isdom agree that this
describes the essential vurity and heliness of
the Life-power.

Again, the lambskin apron is conferred upon
the newly made llascn as he 3stauds in tho
north-east corner of +the lodge. This makes
another link of connecticn between the apron
and ideas associsted itk the letter Heh,
because the direction north-east is attributed
to this letter,

It is +the combination of east, attributed
to the letter Daleth =and +the Empress, and
north, attributed %o +the letter Peh and Key
16, the Tower. 'The Eupress is Veanus. Key 16
is the Tarot symbol for Mars, which also is
the ruler of Aries, 2

This is a hint that in Key £ we have repre=
sented e combination of the parers of Lars and
Venus. This point was made in the preceding
lesson, when it was said that the BEaperor,
consort of the Empress, would have no subjects
to povern unless his mate had borne him chil-
dren.

The combination of the number 3, suggested
by the +triangle in which are the Emperor's
head and arms, with the number 4, suggested by
the cress formed by his 1legs, is another
intimation of the same cambination of feminine
and masculine powers. This idea is emphasized
by +the shape of the Emperor's scepter; vhich
is a mcdified form of the astrological symbol
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for +the planet Venus, It means that the
Emperor's active power of regulation has to do
with the control of mental imagery. A similay
hint is given in the Greek myth of a secret
love-affair beotieen liars ard Venus,

The helunet, swmcuwnbed by the symbol of
Aries, is alsc crnarented with twelve trianpgu-
lar points, o iiehr six are visible, These
are analogcus tc the stars on the Empress!
erovm, and tc the Jjewrels on the Fool's girdle,.
The space betieen the bars of the helmet is
red, so that the colors of the Emperor's head-
dress, pold end red, are those of the Sun and
lars, both active in Aries,

The globe and cross in the Bmperor's lefd
hand are symbols of dominion, They are simi-
lar in form to the ornament at the top of the
Empress! scepteri but her globe is green and
the Enperor's is red, These are complementary
colors, the green corresponding to Daleth and
Venus, the red to Heh and llars, The little
oross at the top of the globe is composed of
five equal squares, referring to 5, the number
of the letter Heh,

The inverted T on the globe represents Tav,
the 1last letter of the Hebrew alphabet, To
Tav, Qabalists attribute the planet Saturn.
Saturn is the astrolcgical symbol of restric-
tion, hence +the inverted Tav on the globe of
dominion intimates that the Emperor's ruler-
ship and authority are expressed in his abili-
ty to reverse Saturn, that is, to reverse the
action of +that aspeet of +the Life-power’s
self-expression which seems to limit our frees
dom, Such reversal of apparently restrictive
cenditions is precisely vwhat you may accom-
plish by right use of the €onstituting Intel-
ligence symbolized by Key 4,
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This right use consists in a higher vision
of reality. A higher vision based on accurate
observation of +the actual situation on the
physical plane, True occult science makes no
attempt to deny the reality, or minimize the
importance, of +the physical wrorld, What is
denied 1is the opinion materialists hold as to
the neture of the physical world, To combat
the errors of mnaterialism, there is no need
to deny the reality of physical things, Nor
is it necessary t©0 explain away, by means of
high-sounding verbal trickery, the actualities
of time and space,

The higher vision includes insight intc the
powers of man, as well as accurate observation
of the physical conditions surrcunding him,
Such insight makes it evident that vhen e
watch a +train of events as it ocours in na-
ture, apart from the introduction of the human
personal factor, owr wvatchfulness is revmrded
by rational perception of the law or principle
at work in +the +train of events we have ob=-
served, Reason, the eye of the mind, sees this
law or principle, and sooner or later the vi-
sion of principle stirs up the inventive pover
of subconsciousness. Then, through the can-
binetion of invention (creative imagination)
end reason, the human personal factor enters
intc the situatien,

By the introduction of this personal factor
new trains of events are set in motion, new
forms are vroduced, new conditions made mani-
fest, Thus man applies the lawr vhich makes
a piece of iron sink, to flcat great ships
of steel, By obeying the law which makes a
stone throwm into the air fall to the ground,
man makes all-metal airplanes which have added
another dimension to his journeyings,
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By seeing things a's they really are,
instead of as they merely lcok, +the Sovereign
Reason, manifested through <+the humen breain,
reverses, one by one, all semblances of bond-
age which afflict mankind, For the Spirit of
freedom 1is +%the perfect liberty of a rational
order, oOperative in everything, everyuhere.

Reason and insight are always contrary to
mass=Opinion, Hence they invariably stir up
conflict, Knowing +his, and foreseeing the
immediate comsequences of his ministry, Jesus
said: "Think not that I am ccme to send peace
on earth: I came not %0 send peace, but a
sword,"” Peace comes later, with fulfilment,
not in the initial stages of the work,

Thus +he Emperor is shown as a man of war,
in contrast to +the peaceful scene shorm in
Key 3. Every step forvard in man's dominion
over +the conditions of his environment has
been contested bitterly by those who prefer to
adhere to the "gpood old ways."”

The mass mnind resents innovations, elings
to comfortable errors, scoffs at seers, and
stones prophets, Yet the Sovereign Reason is
protected by the armor of truth, which is pic-
tured in Key 4 as being made of steel, a metal
attributed to Lars, The final test of our
vision is +toc carry it into action, and since
“iars" rules actions, the symbcls here tell
us that even the mass mind will surrender its
follies vhen confronted by the beneficent
results of true vision expressed in action,

llany a person vho crosses the continent by
airplane today would have ridiculed the notion
of such a flight in the "enlightened" year of
our Lord, 1900, The Viright brothers made .
their first flight in 1903, but as late as
the spring of 1508, a magazine rejected an ar-
ticle by Byraon Newton, who had witnessed their
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later achievements. The editor's coment was:
"fhile your manuscript has been read vith much
interest, it does not seem to0 qualify either
as fact or fictim." Remember this when you
encounter skepticism ccencerning the value of
your occult studies, Long ago the wise learned
the futility of +trying to convert the world by
vords. BEven deeds sometimes falil to con-
vince those vtho are blinded by prejudice,

The skirt of the armor, and the flaps which
cover the Emperor's arms, are violet, In the
coleor scale used for Tarot, violet is primari-
1y attributed +to Jupiter, represented by Key
10, Violet is attributed elso to the sign
Acuarivs, symbclized by Xey 17. Ia astrelogy,
Jupiter represents wxpansion, the reversal of
centraction or constriction, Jupiter is also
the planet associated with law, with scientif-
ic research, and with philosophy, as viell as
the planet ruling religion,

gdor, Key 10 represents the scientific vi-
sion of the mechanism of the universe as it is
seen by the wise, Hence the violet flaps of
the Imperor'!s dress mean: REASUE CLUTHES IT- .
SELF LI THE vISIOE OF REALITY,

Since +this vision is a revelation of truth
concerning man, as well as of truth about the
universe, +the color violet links up also with
Key 17, ..1 obvious symbol of precisely that
unveiling, In Key 17 +this color is associ-
ated with the sign Aquarius, because the Inner
School has long foreseen a great revelation of
truth during the Aguarian Age now davming,

The mountains in the background are of ig-
neous rock, colored red to emphasize the fiery
quality of the sign Aries, These barren rocks
are in sharp ccntrast %o the fertility and
productiveness of the Duipress' garden. They
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represent vividly the sterility of mere
intellection~-use of reason for its om sake,
viithout any practical application +tc¢ life,
Again, they suggest the fruitlessness of mere
regulation and arrangement, unless there be
something werm and vital t¢ set in order, Yet
disintegrated rock is the principal compcnent
of the soil vhich supports vegetation, Thus
the bleak c¢liffs behind the Emperor are really
the basis of 211 the lush growth in the garden
of the Empress, S0 is pure reason, properly
broken down into its elements, and mixed with
the emotional qualities predominating in sub-
consciousness, the basis of all the creative
vrorks of human imagination.

This fouwrth Tarot Key i s intended %o
impress upon you a clear pattern of the ruling
pover of sonsoicuskess. whcibenr you emeraise
true reason, whsnever ycu interpret an experi-
ence correctly, whenever you freme a satis-
factory definition, you employ the power which
defined +the universe in the beginning. This
powver, working through you, is the maker and
{ramer of worlds, and the maker and framer of
your perscnal vorld,

IT RULES EVERYTHING WG, AT THIS LCLENT,

XD ALVAYS, IT HAS ABSCLUTE CULLAND OVER LEVIRY
CIRCULISTANCE A¥D CONDITICH.
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LESSON THIRTEEN
INTUITION

By this time you will have became used to a
definite method for studying thesc lessoms,
which you will follow through the entire
series. For every Key there are two lessons,
In the first of these the meanings of the nume
ber, title and letter are dealt with, the
emphasis being placed on the general meaning
of the Key.

During +the week you study this lesson you
also color the Key, to fix its details in mem-
ory, and prepere you for the longer amalysis
of +the symbolism given in the second of the
pair of 1lessons, Bvery day you begin your
study period by meditating for five minutes on
the Tarot Key. Then you study the lesson,
reflect on it as you read, =and vrite in your
diary whatever observations occur to yeu,

This week your Key is number 5, THE EIERO=
FHANT, After inspecting it for five minutes,
review the meanings of the number 5 given in
Lesson 2, Nete that 5 symbolizes the results
of the classifying activity represented by the
number 4.

A subconscious elaboration of these elassi-
fications, and the formulation of deductioms
therefrom, which ares projected back into the
self-conscious 1level, results in the mental
states termed intuitions, Even the form of
the figure 5 suggests this. The top is a
right angle composed of straight lines. The
bottom is a swelling curve. The straight
lines are masculine, and relate to self=-
consciousness, The curve is feminine, symbol=-
izing subconsciousness,

A cyclic mental process gives rise to ine
tuitions, Every idea ~projected intuitively
from subcoascicusness intc self-consciousness
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becomes another suggestion to subconscious-
ness, and is the beginning of yet another
series of deductions,

The working out of <this process may be
instantaneous, This is what happens when we
"think quickly,™ On the other hend, it may be
a matter of days, or longer, A common example
of this, and one vhich you have probebly ex-
perienced meny times, is what occurs in read=-
ing dome difficult passage. At first it may
seem t0 be very obscure, Yet the next time
one sees  it, the meaning is perfectly clear,
even though no.conscious thought may have been
given to it in the interval,

Intuition means literally, "interier teach-
ing," = AS HERE TREATED, INTUITION IS UNDER-
STOOD TO BE DIRECT PERCEPTICN OF ETERNAL
FRINCIFLES, VHICH MAY BE APPLIED TO THE SOLU-
TION OF HUMAN FROBLEMS, AND TO THE PERFECTING
CF HUMAN CONTROL OVER EWVIRONMENT.

This direect pereeption is the result of the
wion of personal cemsciousness with the su=
perconscieus I Ali, the Central Self, which &
poet has called "the blaze of God," Suwoeh per=~
ception mekes a human being immediately awere
of eternal principles, but it does not stop
there, Included in this awareness is also a
perception of methods vhereby the principles
may be applied to +the solution of partieular
problems,

Intuitions of this kind differ greatly from
those whose roots go nc deeper than the "upper
layer" of subconsciousness, vhich is merely a
record of personal experience, The deeper
strata of subconsciousness record +the race
experience, and correspond to what Carl Jung
names "the collective unconscious," Intuitioms
coming fram the upper, personal level of sub-
consciousness a r e what we comonly ocall
"hunches.” Intuitions originating in super=-
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eonsciousness c¢lothe themselves in the symbol-
ic imagery of the race experience, stored in
the collective subconsciousness. These may be
correctly termed spiritual intuitions,

The word wion is the key to the reception
of spiritual intuitions, Unless there is a
real union between +the personality and the
Central Self, there never can be an expressiom
of superconsciousness, and one does not touech
the high plane where eternal principles are
perceived, Key 5 symbolizes +this idea of
union in many ways.

The Hebrew letter Vav means "nail" - or
"hook," Both meanings represent union, since
nails are used to join various parts of a
house, and a hook joins the object fastened to
it to the support +0 which the hook is
attached,

Notice +that +the idea of sustenance is also -
connected with +the nail or hook, since it is
by nails that the house is sustained, and a
hook is +that from which something depends,
Tihen the Central Self is linked consciocusly
with the personality, one geins first-hand
knowledge that all things are sustained by and
depend on that CNE SELF,

The idea of umion is carried out still fur-
ther by the primitive form of the letter Vaw,
which was a picture of a yoke, such as is used
to harness oxen., Remember +that the letter
Aleph means "ox," and you will see that here
is a hint as to the means of “harnessing"™ the
limitless energy of the Life-power, Think
this hint over, and record the results of your
thinking in-you cccult diary.

The root of the English noun yoke is the
Sanskrit yoga, of which the exact translation
ds "union, As commonly +taught, yoge is a

msystem of practices designed to bring about
the union of the higher and lower natures of



TAROT FUNDAMENTALS 13 4

man; The religious doctrine of atonement (at-
one-ment} is another expression of the same
conception,

The practical application of the idea of
union is to be found in the function of hear-
ing, which is attributed to Vav, and thus to
Key 5. As employed here, “hearing" mesns the
interior, spiritual audition, a s well as
erdinary physical hearing,*Knowledge of the
higher aspects of reality cames to us through
the "soundless scund" of an Inner Voice,

The reason 1is that thé hearing centers in
the brain, when they reach a certain stage of
finer development, are stimulated by higher
rates of vibration, which serve as & means of
ecommunication with the Central Self, The same
receptivity of -the hearing centers also puts
us in communication-with those advanced human
beings who compose the membership of the Ianer
School, ;

Here a word of warning is necessary. The
awakening ' of +the greater receptivity of the
hearing centers may put us in communicatien
with intelligences which are neither wise
nor good, Do not let this frighten yeu, There
is a way to distinguish between the "voices"
and the VOICE,

Often the "voices™ flatter, They promise
great things--wealth, Iknowledge, prominence,
power, and so on, Sometimes they appeal te
spiritual pride, by ennouncing that the person
who hears them is destined to save humenity
from sane dire catastrophe, Always they de-
mand implicit obedience, If they give what
pm'pcrts to be occult instruction, they re-
quire its recipients +to follow the teaching

without oriticism, and often they insist that

all other instruction be abandoned,
The true VOICE never flatters. Often it
gently, but firmly, “points eut our shortcam
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ings, Seldoam does it promise anything, Never
does it cocerce, Invariably it points out same
universal, and +therefore eternal, principle
which applies to en actual problem confronting
the person who hears the instruction, The
VOICE does not say: "Do thus and so," It in-
structs us concerning some law of nature which
is involved in our problem, so that we may see
for curselves what we ocught to do,

Hence this mode of consciocusness associated
with Vav and Key 5 is called "The Triumphant
and Eternael Intelligonce," because the inmer
Voice, by indicating a principle which will
work out in a successful course of action,
reveals a law of nature which applies not only
to owr personal problem of the moment, bubt
alsc to many others having similar character=-
isties.

Throughout the ages, wise men have taught
and practiced wnion with the Ceuntral Self,
{ Everyvhere and always they have agreed that
release from every kind of limitation comes to
those who awaken to recognition of this power
which is always present in human life, This
power sets men free when they know it and act
in obedience to its law,

Geometrically, 5 corresponds to the penta-
gon, or figure of five equal sides, and to the
pentagrem, the five-pointed star developed
fran the pentagon,

The pentagream is one of the most important
occult symbols, Each of its five lines is
divided in exact extreme and mean proportion
(the famous Golden Section or Divine Propor-
tion), Wit a single point uppermost, it
suggests the head and four extremities of the
humen body, On this aceount it is a symbol of
man, and espec:.ally of man as the microcdsm,

Agoin, 5 is the number of mediatlon, because
it is the middle term between 1 and ¢ So is
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man, whose number is 5, the mediator between

God and nature, Here is a clue to many mys-
teries arot and of practical occultisms

The sign Taurus, the Bull, is attributed teo
Vav and Key 5. Taurus is an earthy sign, yet
the symbol of the bull is closely related to
that of the ox, represented by the letler
Aleph, Aleph, you have Ilearned, is a symbol
for the Life-Breath, Spirit, superconsci ous-
ness, Yet here is a symbol vhich is practi-
cally the same, attributed to the element of
earth, which stands for the physical plane,

What seems at first to be a contradiction
is really a clear intimation that the spiri-
tual and the material are essentially the
same, The Divine Force which is health to the
soul, medicine to the body, and the somnrce of
all true wealth, is omnipresente The average
person, if ke recognizes this Divine Force &t
ell, thinks of it as being far aways and such
a person makes a sharp distinctiem between
Spirit and Matter,

The wise who have achieved union with the
One Self porceive that in reality there is no
such separation, For Knowers of Reality, the
substance of enything whatever is the actual
pressnce of the Cne Spirit,

Taurus is ruled by Venus, and is the sign
vherein +the Moon is exalted. Intuitions are
the progeny of the Empress (Venus) and this
Empress is the High Priestess (lMoon) in her .
highest expression of active ereation, Thus
we learn +that supercmsciousness is to be
reached through the functions of subeonscious-
ness,

In the older exoteris Tarot, Key 5 was
named THE POPE, This refers +o the attribu-
tion of +the function of hear ing to this Key,
For tradition has it that the first popeewas
the Apostle Simon, nicknamed "Peter," the
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“Roek,” Simom (in Hebrew, Simeon) means
"hearing," Read the passage in St. Matthew
15: 13 to 19, which is the basis of the papal
tradition, There you will find a clear in-
timation that Simonts answer, for which Jesus
blessed him, was the result of interior hear-
ing.

Hierophant, the esoteric +title of Key 5,
means Vrevealer of mysteries," or, "he who
shows that which is sacred." In the ancient
Greek Mysteries, the hierophant was the teach=-
er who explained <the memings of the sacred
symbols, Thus the Immer Voice pictured by
Key 6 will reveal t0 you the deeper mysteries
of Tarot, and the immer, sacred meanings of
its symbols, Then this occurs,; you have not -
onty a true understanding of the meaning of
life and its expression, but you will elso
enjay a practical working knowledge which will
enable you to employ all your powers to the
best advemtage,

Finally, Xey 5 follows the Emperor, who
represents Reason, in order to show:(1l) that
he who would be instructed by the Inner Voice
must first have trained his montal visiomn, so
as to see his situation clearly, even thcough
thet situation presents a problem; (2) that
though Intuition goes beyond Reason, it is not
a substitute for reasoning., Be sure you get
this last point clear., Some lazyeminded per-
soms +think their "hunches™ (echoes from the
personal level of subconsciocusness) and the
messages from flattering ™voices," free them
fram all need of reasoning, Their sad fail-
ures should teach them better,

Read +this 1lesson carefully, with your cc-
cult diary at hand, Remember that Key 5,
besides being a symbolic presentation of eso-
teric doctrine, has power to arouse your
intuitive ability. becauss the symbcis act as
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forceful suggestions to your subconsciousness,
which is the channel of intuition., The force
of these suggestions will be intensified as
every detail of the symbolism is impressed on
subc onsciousness while you carry out the fol-
lowing directions for coloring the Key.

YELLOW: Crown (not trefoils, crossbars or
circle at top), yoke behind ears (ex-
cept fringe), staff in left hand, or-
phreys (Y's) on priests' vestments.

GREEN: Germents of figures in foreground,
(except collars, sleeve edges, flowers
and orphreys)e.

VICLET: Fringe of yoke.

GRAY; Background (light), pillars, and

throne {darker shade for thrame).

GOLD: Crowm ormaments, key with hendle
pointing +%o priest whose garment is eme
broidered vith roses (except dots in
cirele),

SILVER: Crescent at throat, key with hane
dle poinging to priest whose garment is
embroidered with lilies (except dots in
circlé).

BLUE: TUndergarment shoving at bottom.
The scarf or border of the outer rdbe
should e blue-green,

WEITE: Undergarment at +throat, navel and
sleeves, Shoes, collar and sleeve edg=-
ings of chasuble, dots in key circles,
lilies in chasuble at right,

RED-ORANGE: Outer garment (not scarf or
border, dais. (Mix equal parts of red
and orange).

RED: Roses on chasuble at left,



i

e I R R S S S e N 1

HIERo PHANT

TAROT

FUND/A\I\/\ ENT/\LS

Fitbe - S
k’eqsofHd\’!h -Hel{ {




TAROT FUNDAMENTALS
LESSON FUURTEEN
THE HIEROPHANT

In the preceding lesson you learned that in
some versions of Tarot, Key 5 is called THE
PUFE, in reference to the attribution of hear-
ing to +the letter Vav, In the Bible passage
to wiich you were referred, ncte that the tra-
ditional first pope is called not only Simon
Peter ("Hearing, the Rock"), but also Simom
Bar-jona, or Simon, son of Jomah: ("Hearing,
son of the Dove,") In this comnection; remem-
ber +that the dove pictured on the Empress?
shield is not only a Christian symbol for the
Holy Spirit, but also a bird sacred to Venus,
ruler of the sign Taurus,

In Key 5, the principle of antithesis which
rung +throughout the Tarot is shown particu-
lariy by the conbtrast between the shaped stone
whicnh is a praninent detail of the design and
the rovgh reck in the background of Key 4,
The - Hierophant sits between two carved stone
pillarz, on a stone throne, in a stone temple.

The Emperor, in Key 4, sits out-of-doors,
because the activity he symbolizes is concern-
ed more particularly with +the ordering and
arrangement of external conditions. The Hier
ophant, like the High Priestess, sits within a
building, because the mental activity he pic=
tures has +to do, maihly, with revelation of
the inner significance of the conditions which
the Emperor rulss,

Actually, the Hierophant and the Emperer
are not *%wo; but one. This is shown by the
old title; The Pope, which means literally,
The Fathar, Tt vefers to +the oonditions of



TAROT FUNDAMENTALS
LESSON FCURTEEN 2

early social erganization, in whioh The head
of the family was also the chief authérity in
religious matters, TWhen the Magician has
brought imto existence a family over which he
rules as father amd king, he assumes the ree
sponsibility of transmitting his wisdem %% his
children, Thus he becemes the Revealer, or.
Hierophant,

"Pather," mereever, is a technical term,
used by Hebrew sages to designate the seesond
asvect of the Life-power, named Wisdem., This
is the Viisdem mentioned in The Pattern on the
Trestleboard, in the statement numbered 2,
Your first glance at Key 5 will shew that it
pictures the +transmission ef wisdom frem the
Parent Source,

The BEmperor wears armer, but the HJ.erOphani
wears the vestments of the peaceful priestly
offices These are adaptations eof feminine
garments, te indicate +that Intuition is an
extension and development of Reason, effected
when the special conditions of a given exter=-
nal situation are linked up with the inner,
subconscious memory fo universal principles,
That memory is first pictured in Tarct by the
scroll of the High Priestess. The insignia of
the Emperer are those of earthly rulership;
those of +the Hier ophant represent spiritual
dominion,

The Hierophant!s euter robe is red-orangs,
a color assigned te Taurus., It is trimmed
with blue-green edging, Blue-green is the
color complementary te red—=crange, and refers
to the sign Scorpie, His undergarment is blua
like the robe of the High Priestess, and has
the same meaning, Cver it is & white robe
which symbolizes enlightenment.

The outer garment is fastened at the throst
by a silver crescent, The region of the neck
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and +throat is under the dominioen of Taurus,
The shape and material of the crescent ro=
fer to the Moon, which is exalted in Taurus,.

The crown is similar to the triple crown of
the Roman Papacy. It is egg-shaped, denoting
the idea that the One Force (that is, the Re=
- ality represented by the symbol of the Cosmie
Egg) bestows spiritual sovereignty on man,
whose 1life includes all the potencies of the
universe,

Henging from the crown, behind the ears of
the Hier ophant, 1is an ornement in the foam of
a yoke. This refers to the primitive meaning
of the letter Vave It falls behind the Hiero-
phant?!s ears to call attention to those organs
of hearing, {(Observe that only one ear of the
Hierophant is visible, just as only one eye of
the GEmperor is shown. What the inner ear
hears is the revelation of a single truth that
has innumerable applications, What the Eye of
Reason sees 1is also a single Reality, having
innumerable aspects,)

The golden staff regresents the dominion cf
the Life-power through the planes of nature,
represented by the knob and three cross=bars,
These tars are analogous in meaning to the
tlhree orowns, and the kneb at the top of the
staff corresponds to the ¢ircular ornament
which surmounts the crowm,

The lowest bar and the lowest crown repre-
sent the element earth and the physical plane,
symbolized by the Magician's coin or pentacle.
The next bar and ¢rown, counting upward, sym-
bloize the element air and the formative world
or astral plane, corresponding to the sword in
Key 1, The upper bar and erown stand for the
element water, end for the creative world or
mental plane, represented by the Magician's
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cup, The knobs at the tops of staff and erown
stand for the element fire, and the spiritual
plane or archetypal world, corresponding to
the wand on the Magician's table,

The crossed keys at the Hierophantt!s feet
represent the sun eand moon, gold for the sun,
silver for the moem, They suggest that an
understanding of the power of light (gold) and
its reflectien (silver) unlocks the mysteries
of 1life, T,e wards of the keys show & bell-
and-clapper design, intended to indicate the
importance of sound vibration, and of the
function of hearing,

These are the traditional keys to heaven
and hell, The golden key is the key of heav-
en, vherein the sun is ruler, The silver key
is associated with hell because of the corre-
spondence between +the moon and Hekate, whom
the Greeks worshipped as a deity of the under=
world, Thus the silver key has to de with the
powers of subconsciousness, and the golden key
represents the powers of superconsciousness,

The throne, which is ornamented, and there-
fore a precduct of human adaptation, is eof
stone, Wherever one finds this material em-
phasized in the symbolism of the Western
Tradition, it refers to the secret meaning of
the Hebrew word for “"stone,” This noun is
ABN, ehben, Tpe word itself 1is a symbol of
union, because its first two lebters spell AB,
Ab, meaning “father," and the last two spell
BN, Ben, meaning "scme"

Thus ABN,ehben, signifies eseoteriecally the
union of the Father (God) end the Son (humani-
ty)s and the same word is used by Hebrew sages
to designate many variations of this basic oc-
cult meaning, Place in a row the three Tarct
Keys corresponding %0 +the letters A, B and N
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(Keys 8, 1 and 13), and you will see samething
which will give you a better understending of
the inmer significance of the word,

In harmony with what has just been said,
older versions of +the Tarot oall Key 5 the
Pope, or Father, Yet they attribute this Key
to Vav, which letter is, in Hebrew wisdom_
a8 special symbol of the aspect of the Life=
power known as the Lesser Countenance, or Son,

As you read on page 2, the word Father
has special reference to the aspect of the
Life-power nsmed Wisdam, end the Paternal Wis-
dom 1is said to be the seat of the universal
Life-force, In the same system of occult
philoseophy, the name Son is applied to the
sixth aspect of Reality, correspending to the
sixth statement in The Pattern on the Trestle=-
beards This sixth aspect is understood to be
the partiecular manifestation of the umiversal
Life~-force as +the human Bgo, Thus, whevever
stone is prominent in Tarot symbols, you may
know that it refers to some phase of the unicm
of the Divine Life-~force with the human Ego,

The pillars, like those of the High Priest-
ess, represent +the Law of Polarity. On each
capital you will notice that part of the
design resembles the letter "U," one English
equivalent for Vave The rest of the ornamen=-
tation of the pillars represents the union of
masouline and feminine potencies, and thus
relates to the Law of Genders

The priests who kneel before the Hier ophant
wear robes whereon are embroidered replicas of
the flowers in <the Magician's garden. Thus
the +two ministers stand for desire and knowl-
edge,. The orphreys or Y's on their garments
are variants of +the yoke symbol, They are
yellow, the color associated with Mercury and
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the Magician, %o show that beth desire and
mowledge are under the yoke (directiom) of
self-conscicusness,

The background is gray, a color associeted
with the same Paternal Wisdom which the Hiero-
phant symbolizes, Gray is a balsmoced mixbure
of white and black, another suggestion of the
union of the known and the unknom, or the
blending of spirit and matter, Gray is also
the result of the mixture of any pair of com=
plementary colors, Thus it is a symbol of the
blending and balance of the influence of all
pairs of opposites,

Of similar import is the checkered border
of the carpet covering the dais, These alter-
nate squares of white and black represent by
their form order and reason, and by their
alternate colors the alternation of day and
night, Thus they refer to the Law of Rhythm,
and to periedicitye

Ten ocorosses of equal arms appear on this
Key: one on each hand of the Hier ophant, four
(enclosed in circles) on the ocarpet, and two
in the handles of the keys. They represent
the ten basic aspects of the Life-power, and
correspond t0 the ten ornaments on the Fool's
robe, and te the ten oypresses in the Empress’
garden,

They salso represent the mystical number,
4,000, This is because each cross is a letter
Tav, as written in encient Hebrew, The value
of Tawv being 400, ten Tavs represent 4,000,
This npumber 4,000 is one of several numbers
used to represent perfection, It is a symbol
for the ALL, =

Key 5 shews the One Life-power as being the
Teacher of mankind, By its correspondences
and associations it instructs us that aur pere
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sex&l contact with +the Imnner Teacher is by
means of mental hearing,.

The Inner Teacher is the "Guru" so often
mextioned in writings on Hindu occultisms In
those books we find many counsels which may be
summed up in the admonition: "Revere your Gu-
ru," BExobteric Hinduism corrupts this into the
most slavish obedience to a personal teacher;
but the true meaning is different,

In order to0 receive instruction from the
Inner Teacher, we must first of all recognize
His presence in owr lives, Having recognized
Him, we must submit to His euthority, This
desson, and the Key it explains, are intended
to help you gain this recognition, They will
enable you %o arrive at the degree of under-
standing and discriminetion which will permit
you +to distinguish the Imner Voice of Intui-
tion from telepathic invasions from other
personalitjes, incarnate or discarnate, human
or nonehumen,

In order to avail yourself of guidance and
instruction froamn the One Teacher, study this.
lesson carefully. The steps to be taken are:

1, Acknowledgement of the actual presence
of the Teachers;

2, Daily acts of attentive 1listening for
His instruectiong’

3. Careful study of the content of all mes-
sages received through interior hearing,
True Intuition wunfolds principles. It
does not counsel what is merely expedi-
ent, It dis always concise; clear, and
its meaning is unmistakeable, It never
flatters: more likely it will reprove,
It never misleads, and cen shtand the
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severest spiritual, moral and intelleoctual
tests, As lLao-tze says: "Its counsel is ale
ways in seasong" :

4, Obedience to the instruction. When you
distinguish a true intuition, take steps
to carry it ont in action, You will
never be coerced, yet you MUST obey, be=
cause implicit cbedience will be clearly
understocd by you as being the only way
to soclve whatever problem you have to
master,
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LESSON FIFTEEN
DISCRILITIHATICN

Contrary +to0 our procedure in the previous
lessons of +this course, we shall consider the
meanings of the Hebrew letter Zain before e
go into those of the number 6., Vie do this
because the meanings of the nunber =row cut
from; and are dependent on, certain other
meanings in the symbology of Key G,

In Hebrew, the letter-nome Zain means "wea-
pon," or "sword." Thus it supgests active
instrumentality, employed in overcaaing inimi-
cal forces or emtities,

Anong other things, a sword is an instru-
ment of cleavage, something capable of naking
sharp divisions, This refers %0 a hunan mene-
tal faculty the Hindus call Buddhi, It is the
determinative or discriminative faculty, the
power to perceive differences. This parer is
at the root of self-conscicusness, since it is
only by +the self-conscious nind that things
are perceived as many apparently unrelated
parts, eather than as a single unity,.

Hote corefully +that +the liany are only ap-
narently unrelated., Buddhi is the power vhich
mokes things and conditions seem to be real in
and by themselves, Yet these seeming reali-
ties are but reflectiins of the UINE REALITY,
mirrored in the universal subconsciousness,

The occult teaching is that all such ree
flections, i.e,, everything thich changes and
1s impermanent, are phases of 3illusion, and
therefore in the absolute sense, unreal. Since
it is the atiention of self-consciousness to
particular "ideas which acts upon subconscious-
ness to bring these ideas into active expres-
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siony this power of being able to perceive
differences, that i%; to create illusioms, 1is
a fundamental necessity, in order that individ-
ual self@ccnsciocusness may be manifested,

To avoid confusion as t0 how self-conseious
perception malkes self-conscicusness possible,
renember that meanifestation is the way the UNE
IDEWTITY appears +to Itself, and that the in-
strument of its self-perception is vhat is
active in mant's mental life as self-conscious
.avareness, A s The Book of Tokens puts it,
"Por the -sake of creation the One Life that I
am seemeth t0 divide Itself, beconing Two,"

The twc units resulting from this semblance
of division are termcd respectively, the su=-
perior nature and the inferior nature. Though
distinguished as superior and inferior, the
one 1is really as important as the other. The
superior mnature is what we are comsidering in
this lesson as Buddhi, represented in Tarot by
the Iagician, The inferior ncture is the uni-
versal subconscious matrix, which reccts to the
direction - of the superior nature, and is the
Tarot High Priestess,

Diseriminotion becanes most valuable to man
whern he uses it +to perceive the difference
between the real and the unreal, Thile he is
enslaved by appearances, he nistakes the un-
real for +the real, Vhen he begins to wwken
from his dream of sense to the inner ¥mowledge
of his +true nature, he begins to understand
reality.

Torot pictures reality in terms vhich sub-
consciousness umderstands. It tells the truth
about appearances, Intelligent study and con~
templation of _its symbols therefore consti-
tutes a phase of right discrimination. This
is a practical method vhereby you may turn
from the umreal to the real,
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The nuzber 6 mneans reciprocation, the act
of giving and receiving mutually. This is a
relationship between distinet and seemingly
separate entities, or a relationship betwaen
parts of ean organism or mechanism. In this
lesson, reciprocation is the relaticnship be-
tween self-conscious and subconscious phases
of mental activity. Self-comsciousness gives
suggestions_ to subconscicusness, The latter
receives the sugpestions, works then out, and
gives back the results to self-consciousness,
In connection with ey 6, reciprocation is al-
sc the relationship betiieen superccnsciousness
and human perscnality, vhen the latier is ccon-
sidered %o be a combinution of che twe poles
of personal mentality, seli-conscicusness and
subcomsciousness,

Remember that self-consciousness is not the
SBLF, The +true SILF is identical with su-
perconscicusness. { Self-consci-usness is that
phase of the Life-powerls aetivity which mani-
fests as awareness of the SzLf, but the SELF

vhich is the subject this avareness is It-
self superconscious Subconscicusness is a -

term used to designete +the totality of the
Life-power's activity belor the level of self-
¢onsciousness,

Reciprocity between opposites, wvhen it is
harmcnious, expresses 1itself in the field of
the emotions as Love, An inharmonicus rela-
tionship is akin %o Hate, the inversion of
Love, Love and hate are human emoctions, but
an enminent laster of gecult wisdom once said
that they are spiritual emoctions, He meant by
this that love and hate are root-emotions, and
that all other emotions and desires take on
the character of either cne or the other., The
Bible says God is Love, but it speaks also of
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God's Tlrath, and a great German seer, Jaccb
Boehme, says the Virath, or fire-gpirit, is the
root of nature, Through love we approach the
inner, superconscious life of God., Hate talkes
us into the field of the Divine Ylrath, and e
become identified whth the cycles of necessity
and vpain which characterize nature in its
apparent separaticn froam the Divine,

If both Love and Hate be spiritual, they
nust be eternal, Then cosmic manifestation
tales place, the process of involution becomes
operative, This process is the separation of
the OHE THIRG into the appearancesof Tmuyy
parts. This is what Jacob Boelme calls the
Bfiery anguish" of the turning vheel whereby
all +things eome into separate manifestation,
Ve, as human beings, are on the Path of Return
wvhich is +the prccess of evolution. Te are
headed bacl tovard Unity,

To keep gcing 1im the right direction, we
must employ the synthesizing, attractive foree
of Love, cnd our desires and emotions nust be
rooted in that. Love 1is always a uniting
power, :

All +this has %o do with diserimination,
because e must employ thils separative faculty
in order %o determine the true color of our
emotional life,

The +title of Xey 6, THo LGVERS, brings eut
the didea +that pairs of opposites, however
antagonistic +they mnay seem t0 be, are really
conplements. The Lovers are not simply the
man and weman in this Key. These symbols in
the picture stand for all opposites, as well
as for the special opposition of self-con-
sciousness and subconscicusness. [ Thus the
main lesson to be drawn from the title is that
right wnderstanding of the universe shows it
to be, in all its details, an expression of
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the power of love, producing harmonious bal-
ance in the operation of the various peirs of
opposites which enter into the pattern of
manifestation,

The astrological attribution to Key 6 is
the zodiacal sign Gemini, the Tirins., Here is
another expression of the basic idea of dis-
crimination and separation. The astrological
symbol for Gemini is II, I brings out the
fact +that opposites are really different as-
pects of the One Thing, just as heat and cold
are the twe extremes of scnething we call
temperature, or past and fubure extremes of
vhat we call time, and sc on,

The planet Mercury rules Gemini, In Tarod
this planet is symbolized by the Magicien,
Self-comsciousness is the phase of mental ac-
tivity vwhich controls the faculty of discrim-
ination, and wutilizes it for the acquisitiom
of Imowledge concerning the trus meaning of
men's environment,

o planet is exalted in Gemini, Right dis-
crimination balences the activity of all man's
laner forces, without exalting ony one of then
above the cthers, Remerber, the inner powers
of man are the real "plenets™ of escteric
astrology. Because the universe is UHE, and
all things in it are related, there is a cor-
respcndence betiveen +the stars outside mants
body and those interior centers of force which
-are the occult planets, But the stars the
wise man rules are the interior stars, not the
¢elestial bodies in outer space.

"lercury," or self-consciocusness, is %he
maker of interpretations, and has rulership
over subconsciousness throtgh the lawr of sug-
gestion, Vhen we make unskilful use of this
power, we Iinterpret experience incorrectly,
The result is confusion in the mind, which
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confusion is reflécted into owr external lives
as misery of various kinds. As we beccme bet-
ter trained, our interpretations become nore
accurate, and order takes the place of chaos
in cur mental life and outer circumstances,

Discrimination begins by accurate classifi-
cation of differences, From this knowledge
it passes 50 a yet higher perception, wherein
it finds that every pair of opposites is real-
1y a dual manifestation of a single activity.

Thenr it gces on to discover that these
reconciling unities are themselves under the
lasr of polarity, 'In other words, when we suc-
ceed in discovering +the unity which is =
reconciler Dbetween +tiwro knowm opposites, we
have found also something vhich is either the
positive or the negative pole of another pair
of opposites,

This, hcwever, does not go on indefinitely,
The process, of right discrimination leads at
lagt +t0/ mental recosnition of a UNITY which
transcengs all pairs of opposites, a UIITY we
cannot define or speak abcuk, a UHITY for
vinich SILENCE and DARINESS are synbcels,

Thas UIIITY is nc mere intellectual abstrac-
tion, It may be directly lmown, immediately
perceived, even though neither words ncr forns
can be found vwvhereby %0 express it., Sueh
direct cognition is the outcame of true dis-
crimination, the result of our Ilearning to
unify the pairs of opposites, and so rise
above their influence,

Hence +the mode ¢f cciiscicusness associated
with Zain in Hebrew liisdom is "Disposing In-
telligence.,” To dispose is to arrange, to
classify, to set in order. Primarily, how-
ever, it means ™"to pose gpart," or to separ-
ate. Thus we may expect the symbolism of Key
6, which we shall analyze in the next lesson,
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to indicate an activity characterized by dual-
ity, contrast, and a tendency to divide things
and conditions intc separate classes, shorply
distinguished from one another,

The function assigned +to the letter Zain
and +tc¢ Xey 6 is that of the sense of smell.
An ancient occult treatise says: "Properties
are discerned by the nose.," Smell is always
associated in language with discrimination,
Our English noun "scent" is from a French verb
meaning ™tc discern by the senses," Odors are
knotrm to be aaong the most powerful, and at
the same time most subtle, mneans of stimulat-
ing the associative functions of the mind,
Hence the Dgyptian god Thoth, corresponding to
Hermes and liercury, was Sometimes represented
as having a Jackalts head, because of that
animal's keen sense of smell,

CCLORIEG INSTRUCTICHS

YELLG: 1In every case, except the sun, the
yellow in +this ecard is beside red, or
red and green, The five fruits on the
tree behind the woman are yellowr, with
red cheeks. The flames behind the man
are yellow, with red at the base, after
the mammer of the blue and yellow in a
flame from an cld-fashioned gas-jet.
The sangel's hair is yellow, red and
green, The angel's flesh is yellow, but
diluted somewhat, s0 as to give t h e
appearance of flesh,

BLUE: Background, but not above angel's
head,

GREEN: Foreground and folimge, serpent on
tree, angel's hair (wibh yellow and red)

VIOLET; Angel's garment; mountain (dilute).

GULD:; Sun and background above angel (if
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not gold, use yellowr),

wHITE: Clouds,

BLONDE: Voman's hair,

BRUIN: Tree trunk behind woman,

RED: JAngel's wings., Se also note under
YELLG,

Keep close wateh +this week upcn your de-
sires and impulses. Check up on your temndency
t0 obey impulses without first submitting them
to the 1light of reason, lake an effort to
discriminate between helpful actions and un~
important ones, between those vhich are purely
sellfish, and those which reflect the influence
of the unifying force of love,

Be careful to discriminate intelligently,
There 1is altogether toc much of the idea that
in order for an impulse to0 be gocd it must be
wholly unconcerned with persoral happiness or
pleasure, No bigger misteke can be made, for
love expresses 1itself in happiness, joy and
well-being,

Poor discrimination may male scme persons
believe +that happiness and well-being are
ccncerned with selfishness; but any one vho
has developed & sense of ™other-consciousness"
or aviareness ¢©f the relation between his owm
mental and physical states and those of other
people, suffers froa no such delusion,

Keep up +this practice from now on, Une-
selfishness and consideration for others are
marks of the true master of occultisms
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THE LOVERS

The sun in Key 6 is polden., Thus it is a
symbol cf that which is the goal of all prace
tical occult work, namely, enlightenment or
illumination, It represents also the One
Force which is differentiated into the wvarious
pairs of cpposites.

The angel is Raphael, archangel of air, and
angel of the planet kercury, vhich rules Gem=
ini, By 1its form, his hair suggests flanmes,
The yellow represents the influence of lier-
cury. The red stands for Mars, and for aection
and passion, The green is the color of Venus,
and symbolizes the power of imagination, Thus
are blended in the angel's hair the.colors of
the planets which rule Aries, Taurus and Gem-
ini, The sugzestion is that in discrimination
we make use of reason (red, Aries, Baperor),
and imagination and intuition (green, Venus,
Empress and Hier ophant), in order to make cor-
rect classificaticns (yellow, Genmini, Lovers).

The angel's skin is yellow in reference to
the elemeat of air, or the Life~Breath. This,
because Genini is an airy sign, and also
because yellow is associated writh lercurye.

His vings are red, to show that right dis-
crimination includes right desire, and finds
expression in right action,

His robe is violet, the blending of the red
of action with the blue of mental substance.
Violet is also the color of royalty and domin-
ion, showing +that right discrimination leads
to control of conditions. See also vhat is
said of this color in Lesson 12,
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The angel is superconsciousness. He there=
fore rests on a cloud, to indicate that the
powrers and oactivities of superconsciousness
are partly hidden from us, because we have not
vet developed, as we shall in due seasoa, the
organic centers in ow brains, through which
superconsciousness is realized,

The anzel's name, Raphael, means "God is
the healer.® This agrees with the Egyptian
doctrine that Thoth (ilercury) is the god of
nedicine, It refers also %o the idea that
right discriminstion leads to the recognition
of the Unity which is the ALL, The true heal=-
ing is +the aotbainnent of immer and ouber
‘wholeness., ,

The mountain in the background is a symbol
of attainment and realization, It is the
height vhereon stands the Fool, ond the Hermit
- in Key 9 stands there also, In Key 6 the
mountain is in the bockground, to indicate the
truth that we are able to diseriminate cor-
rectly becauvse there is that in us which has
already reached the loftiest pinnacles of
understandinge.

The man corresponds to the liagician, the
Emperor, and the ninister in Key 5 whose chase
uble 1is ornamented with lilies, He is also
Adam, in the Bible allegory of Genesis. In
Tarot he is self=-consciousness,

Behind him is a tree, vhose leaves or fruit
are flames, and each is triple. They repre-
sent the twelve signs of the zodiac, which are
subdivided into three decanatea (divisions of
ten degrees) for each sign. Hence they repre=-
sent +the +twelve basic types, and the thirty
sub-types, of human personality,

The woman corresponds to the High Priestess
and the Enpress, and to the minister wearing
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roses in Key 5., She is also Eve, the mother
of all, Thus she stands for subconsciousness,

The +tree behind her is the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, in contrast to the
tree of life behind the man, It bears five
fruits which represent +the five senses, and
also +the five subtle principles of sensation
knovm +to occultists as +the five elements:
ether, fire, water, air and earth,

The serpent coiled rownd the tree is the
serpent-power, Kundalini, of the yogis, It is
also the serpent o f temptation, Nachash,
NChSh, whose nome has the same numeral value,
358, as the name LShICh, ilessiah, the Ancint-
ed, which is translated Christos in Greck, and
Christ in English,

Vihat 3is meant is that the serpent-power of
vibration is the force which at first leads us
into temptation through delusion; and then de-
livers us from evil, vhen we Inow hawr to apoly
it to overcome owr errors.

The man locks at the wonan, but the woman
looks upward toward the angel., Vhatever self-
gonsciousness observes directly is the activi-
%y of subconsciousness, Yet subconsciousness;
hrought under the influence of right discrim-
ination, may be made to reflect the activity
¢f superconsc iousness,

This is brought about by the right exercise
df self-conscious powerse All our miseries and
limitations result from subconscious deeelop-
nents of erroneous interpretations of our
gxperience, Self-consciousness makes these
srroneous interpretations, Self-consciousness
nust correct them, ¥For subconsciousness has
no power of independent inductive reasoning,
and its production o f mental imagery 1is
tetermined by the premisses, or mental seeds,
plsnted by self- conscious thinking,
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The first step in toking advantage of this
law is %o 1learn it, as you have just done,
Then it follows that if you plant correet pre-
misses, subconsciousness will work out  the
corresponding conseqguences, Since subcon-
secicusness 1is the body-builder, and ruler of
the complex chemical,electrical and other
phenomena of the organism, i# you interpret
your place in the universe correctly, an
inevitable consequence will be that through the
workwork of subconsciousness your organism
will be so adjusted that it will express this
true interpretation adequately.

In Key 6, the man and woman are showm nude,
because i n right discrimination self-cone-
sciousness conceals ncthing of its own nature
from itself, and +the *true working of sub=-
consciousness is also perceived by it. No
disguise 1is assumed by either member of the
mental pair, They have nothing tc be ashomed
of , nothing to hide, Their relation is that
of lovers, not that of oOpponents, end thus we
kmow +that +this Xey is a symbol of nental
health, and of +the right adjustment of the
relationship between the two fundamental modes
of ‘human consciousness, There is nc confusion
here, The two stand apart, each in the right
place.s The practical applicaticn is this:

Because subconsciousness 1s amenable to
suggestion, you can remind it that it is the
Uniting Intelligence, reflecting into your
field of persomnality the sbsolute lmowledge of
the superconscious plane, and comaunicating te
you the inexhaustible power of that higher
level of being. In making this suggestion you
are sunply recognizing the truth +that the
highest function of subconsciousness is to aect
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as such an agency of reflection. The sugges-
tion releases subconsciousness from bondage to
your former misunderstandings, and should be
formulated somevhat as follows:

Speak directly to subconsciousness, as if
to another person, and says

HENCEFORTH, YUU ARE FREE FRUL: TEE INFLUENCE
OF ANY LISINTIRPRET/TICHS OF EXPCRIINCE = RE-
SULTI#G FRCOHE BERR(RS I § 1Y SELF-CCNSCIOUS
YOU WILL REFUSE TC ACCEPT, OR ACT UPUH, SUCH

NSTEAD, YCU VILL BE GUIDED BY THE LiFLUX
OF SUPERCUNSCIGUS LIFE AWD 1.ISDul,

UNDER THIS INFLUENCE YCU .ILL SET Y BODY
I¥ PERFECT ORDER. THWUUGH THIS ©.ISDOM YOU
GUIDE LB ARIGHT IN ALL LY AFFAIRS. BY THE RE-
FLECTION OF TEIS BUUNDLESS PC.E: YUU “.ILL GIVE
ME ABILITY AND STRERGTH TO ACCUPLISH /LL THAT
I HAVE TG DO,

This is a magical formula., Use it as given
here, Elaborate it so as te fit your special
aims, It will work marvels of transnutation
in your life, :

Read the lesson once daily. Look 2t Key 6
five mninutes every day, before reading the
lesson, :

At 1least once a day, pause long enough to
call up mental images of the Keys you have now
studied, from Key O to Key 6, Remember that
they ore portraits of certain aspects of your
real selfhood, As you complete this brief
mental review, +ry %o realize that what the
Keys picture is actually operative, from mo-
ment to moment, throughout your life,

Hence it 1s always true that what you are
just sbout to do, vhether it be work or play,
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is an expression of powers pictured by these
Keys. If you think of this, you will transfer
Tarot from +the printed designs intc your
brain, and they will become incarnate centers
of pouwer within you,
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RECEPTIVITY-UILL

- Review the meanings of 7, 1in Lesson 2,
before reading this lesson, In Hebrew, which
has greatly influenced the philosophy of the
Tarct, the idea "seven" is expressed by a noun
spelt with the same letters as a verb meaning
"to be full, filled, satisfied," Another noun
denoting "abundance, plenty," is spelt the
some waye. SO is an adjective translated "“sa-
tiated, full, satisfied." Finally, these sam
letters form a verb mesning “to swear, to vow,
to confirm by oath, to express solemn inten-
tion,e" \

Among the mneanings of 7 you find nastery,
conquest, peace, safety, securitye All these
are related +to the root-meaning of the verb
which signifies "tc be filled, satisfied," We
associate peace and safety with abundence and
plenty. Conquest, another neaning of 7, is
the result of carrying definite purpose into
action, Peace follows conguest, and conquest
itself leads to the establishment of equilibe-
rivm.between eontendins forces. As an ancient
occult ritual says: "Two contending forces,
and one reconciler between then," Hence we
may expect to find that the Tarot Key numbered
7 symbolizes a power which can establish har-
mony, can bring order out of chaos, It is a
power of adaptation and adjustmente

This powrer is WILL; but the cccult concept
of Will is different from ordinary notions,
because occultists regard Viill as being in no
sense a personal faculty., 1ill is not some=
thing strong-minded people possess, while the
timid are devoid of itU(WHill is the living,
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motivating power behind the entire universe.)
Every person and thing in creation has an
equal share in it, Remember the words of the
Pattern: "“All the power that ever was or will
be is HLRE, NOI.M

The gifference between persons is not in
the degree of Vill-power, as a possession, Ve
all have access to an unlinited supply. That
vherein we differ is in the degree of our
ability +to wexpress this power through our
personalities,

( Viillepower is a' cosmic energy, not a per-
sonal force. ¥ So leng as men suffer from the
delusion that they possess wills of their eun,
they remain in bondage, To think of 1ille
power as one's personal nroperty, as a per=-
sonal attribute, is absurd, Cne might as well
claim to omm the air one breathess

In akl the universe there is only OND Wille
power. It is the pover expressed through all
the wvarious laws of 1life, fThrcough want of
right diserinination a man may suppose himself
t0 have something he ecalls "will," He may go
so far in his delusion as to suppose he can
pit +that imaginary "will" of his against the
laws of life, He who can discrininate is not
so deluded,

Hence, in Tarot, the Key picturing the true
ffill-power, and man's relation to it, follows
the Key which represents discrinination, If
one sees what Key 6 shows, that the power-
source behind and above self-consciocusness and
aubconsciousness (the two aspects of personal
life) is a superconscious reality, superior to
every personal limitation, +then it is a logi-
cal consequence to see that V/ill-power must be
super-personal,

So much for reasomings If we turn +o the
reaport of those men whom history designates as
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masters of life, what do they say? Invariably
they whose achievements express the supor=-
lative degres of mastery are persons who most
emphatically deny +that they have any will of
their own, lioses was one such, So vas Bud-
dha, So was Jesus, who said, "I have no will
save to do the will of him that sent me." ind
the counsel of these masters of life tc those
who seek +to follow in thelr footsteps is ever
the same: "Above all elss, rid yourself of the
delusion of self-will, Learn to be receptive
to the inmer guidance of the only Will-power
there is, OGUbey the +true Will which is above
you and behind you, Remember always that the
true Will is never your owm,"

The meaning of the letter Cheth, printed on
Key 7, is field or fence, Both meanings imply
inelosure. Primerily, the field intended is
The wniverse, including all manifested objects
and energies, In man, the field is the per-
sonality, and the master or cultivator of this
field of personality is the +true I Al or
Inner Self,

The idea of a field brings out the fact
that personality may be cultivated., That is,
the potencies of Will-power may be brought
into active manifestation through the fume-
tions of a versonal vehicle which has been
properly prepared,

Will-powrer may be likened to the seed from
which all possibilities are developed. It is
alsc the fruiticn of those possibilities, when
they have beenr brought from Ilatency into
active manifestation, Give this idea earmest
and attentive consideration, It will shed a
flood of 1light on the true function and pur-
powe of personality. You will begin to under-
stand the +true value of personality as an
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instrument wher eby you may make progress. But
porsonality mut be regarded always as an
instrument, It must never be mistaken for the
workman who employs it., It dis always the
field, never the cultivator, You are not your
body. You are not your emotions, You are
not yosw mind, If you were, you oould not
apply the possessive case to them,. You do not
possess what you are.

Hence the letter Cheth is said to stand for
a mode of consciousness nsmed "The Intelli-
gence of +the House of Influence," The noun
translated "influence" means also Mwealth,
abundancee,® The purport of this is that the
master=conscicusness, the mental state which
permits +the greatest possible expression of
Will-power, and the highest derree of c¢ontrol
of circumstance, is one which grasps the truth
that hunan personality is the abode or dirella
ing of a power wrhich flawrs- into the conscious
and subconscious levels of personality fram
a plane above those levels, This descending
inf'luence is the only true Will-power, It is
free from every restriction whatever, the only
free Will there is.

A field 1is a definite, limited 2rea. A
word is a definite idea, linked t¢ a form thal
makes it intelligible, A word endows am idea
with some specific, concrete meaning, There
are mere noises, having no true meaning; and
not a few of our trocubles may be traced to our
viant of ability to distinguish these meaning=-
less noises from genuine words, All true and
definite words are words of power, It is to
such that the wise referred when they assigned
the function of speech to the letter Chethe
And by speech they meant not only what is
uttered audibly, but had in mind also the
silent language of thoughts -
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Cur hebits of speech reveal the degree of
17ill development, Viords we use continually,
every day, and the meanings we attach %o
them, are the patterns of ow life-expres-
sion, his does not mean that persons who use
big words, or unusual omes, express life more
completely than +those whose speech is simple
and homely, Quite the contrary. But accuracy
in the use of words, care in selecting then,
so that they express true meanings, choice of
pesitive, strong, courageous words--these are
among the most important requirements for
wmfoldment of Vill-power, Such words result
in correspondingly positive mental , emotiomal
and physical states. Their opposites result
in confused thiaking, chaotic feel ings, physi-
cal disease, and disorderly enviromment,

Cértain special srords have specific vibra-
tory power when spoken or sung, Among such
are the mystic syllable Om, various divine and
angelic names, in meny tongues, Logether with
certain artificial sound combimations, The
use of such special words is a difficult art,
Hindus call it Hantra Yoga,

One should not experiment vith such word
forms wnless one kmows just what he is doing,
Tye oarly stages of the work demand the su-
pervision of a competent personal teacher., Of
the power of sound, lMadame Blavatsky says in
The Secret Doctrine that it is "a tremendous
force, of vhich the electricity generated by a
million Niagaras ocould never cowteract the
smallest potentiality, when directed by occult
knowledge." Hot exactly a plaything for the
idly curicus, who merely “want to see vhat
will happen” }

Concer, the Crab, is the zodiacal sign
attributed to the letter Cheth and XKey 7. The
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crab is a shelled animel, hence related to the
meaning of Cheth, as fence, and the meaning of
7, as denoting safety and security. Astrology
says Cancer rules the chest, the fence of
bones whiech proetects the most lmportant vital
organs, and thi alsc agrees with the basic
meaning of the letbers

Cancer is ruled by the Moon, and the planet
Jupiter is exalted therein., Our habitual subw
conscicus mental states (the lioon, Key 2) have
rulership over our expression of Vill-poirer,
The fact that the power of 1ill always ex-
presses itself in some kind of cyclic activity
has 0 do with the conmeétion betweeniJupiter
and ey 7, as you will understand better after
you have studied Ley 10,

The title, THE CHARIOUT, sums up all e have
been considering., A chariot 1is a movable
fence, a protecticon for its rider. The key-
word 0 wnderstanding of this title is "wehia
cle," Buddha wused +to liken personality o a
chariot, Sc¢ did Pythapgorase In the Bhagavad-
Gita we read: "The Self is the rider in the
chariot of +the body, of which the senses are
the horses, and the mind the reins."

This is what is meant by "Intelligence of
the Eouse of Influence,” Right diserimination
showrs +that personality has no power of its
om, Perscnality dis a vehicle of power, an
instrument through which pover is made mani-
feste The place of personality in the cosmie

_order 1is that of an intermediate agency,
through which +the one Tiill-power, itself the
energy Of sSuperconsciousness, is brousht to
bear upon the states and eonditions vhi.ch c one
stitute man’s enviromment, Te see this, and
to shape thought, word and actiom to agree
with such right discrimination as 0 the true
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significance of perscnality, is to adopt the
methed which will insure the highest possible
development of Will-pover,

This week, as you look at Key 7 and color
it, bring agein and agein to mind the thousht
that your perscnality is an instrument or ve-
hicle for the expression of the same limitless
Will-power which manifests itself throughout
the wniverse as the power which marks out
specific fields of concrete expression for the
Cne Life. Remember that 7 3is the number
related to the idea expressed by the verb "to
vow," Dedicate yourself toc an ever-increasing
measuwre Or receptivity to the influence flowe
ing into your field of perscnal consciousness
from the superconscicus plane above, Frame
this wvow of dedication in a sentence vhich
exprosses the idea briefly and clearly.

WAT@H YOUR HABITS OF SPEICH AUD THOUGHT, so
that you may make then harmonize with your vow
of dedication,

CCLCR INSTRUCTICHS

YELLOY: Background, chariot vheels,

GREEN: Trees and grass, vwreath wder the
rider's crown,

BLUB; Stream, and faces in crescents on
shoulders. Deeper shade on canopy. The
panel behind carioteer and wings in
front of chariot (not the disk between
them) should also be of this darker
shade.

GRAY: Chariot and chariot pillars, vwall be-
fore city, on both sides of the chariot,

GULD: Crowm, belt (not figures), collar
edging, ornament in square on breast-
plate, disk between 1wings, scepter in

\
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right hand (except the crescent at top
of scepter).

SILVER: Crescents on shoulders, and crese
cent on scepter; stars on canopy and
back panel,

THITE: Cuffs, ecastles in city (not roof-
tops), shieid on chariot, white sphinx:,
stripes on headdresses of both sphinxes,
Design on skirt of rider is also white,

but difficult to paint, It is advisable to
leave it as it is,

STELCL: Armor on arms of rider,

BRASS: Breastplate (this is & greenish yelw
low, to simulate brass),

BLCHDER ¢ liair,

RED: Roof-tops, symbol on shield in front
of chariot,
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The +title of this Key is directly related
to the number 7, because the Pythagoreans,
whose doctrine was knowm to the inventors of
Tarot, called 7 the wvehiculum of mants life,
The symbolism of Xey 7 is evidently an adapta-
tion from the Pybthagorean description of the
Spirit as the rider in the chariot of persone-
ality. Plato gives this as a Pythagorean sym-
bol; but Pythagoras probably learned it during
his sojourn in India, for the Kathopanishad
says:

"The Self is +the rider in %the chariot of
the body, guided by the intellect as chariot-
eer, drawn by the senses as powerful horses,
controlled by wmy of the mind serving for the
reins, Thus runs the vehicle tver the course
of experience, The Self thus conditioned by
the ses es and the mind is called the Enjoyer
by those who know, e who is forsaken by the
charioteer (intelligent discrimination) and
has no idea o f guiding the reins--his minde--in
the proper manner, has no control over the
senses, and is like a driver of restive hors-
es. He who has the intellect for his driver
and the mind for proper reins, is able to
reach the cotier end of the course, the highest
essence of the All-pervading, THAT ever con-
cesled in all, is never manifest, but 1is
grasped by the sharp intellect of those who
are trained 4o minute observatiom,"

This guotation emphasizes the importance of
vhat Tarot represents by the Megician. That
Xey is associated with Beth, the House. Hence
a ciby is showvm in the background of Key 7, +o
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intimete that the discriminative power of
self-consciousness is behind all that is showm
in the foreground,

The buildings behind the wall of the city
have +towers surmounted by triangles or pyra-
mids, These are red, and the <+owers them-
selves are masculine, phallic symbols, The
true development of “Till-power, symbolized by

Key. s behind it (the constructive function
of selfecqg iousness,—~ Our exercise of i

funetion Beings about a lifting-up or sublimae
tion of the reproductive forces of the physi-
cal body, This is accomplished by a release of
the subconscious force analytical psychology
calls libido,

The wall is a stone fence, In front of it
is a wind-break of trees like those growing in
the Iinpress! garden--a living wall, Then
comes +the river, a wall of water. In the
foreground is +the chariot, a portable fence,
carrying a rider weariag armor, another kind
of fence. Thus the Key contains repeated
reoferences to the letter Chethe

The bedy of +the chariot is a cube, like
that vhereon sits the High Priestess, Review
what 3is said of the cubic stone in Lessons 8
and 12, See also the explanation of the noun
ABN, ehben, "stone," in Lesson 14,

To this add the fact that Qabalists associ-
ate the nown Ab, Father, formed fran the first
two letters of ABWN, with the aspect of Reality
they mname 1Ilisdam, tc¢ which +they attributes:
1) the forces of the zodiac; 2) the life-force
expressed in the perfect order manifested by
astronomical phenomena. TFrom the same source
comes our life-force, which, as modern science
demonstrates, 1is derived from +the radiant
energy of the heavenly bodies,
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The cyeles of transformation of this radi-
ant energy within our bodies, and in the world
of physical things which constitutes our en-
vironment, cause all phenomena within renge of
our experience, These cycles are represented
by the vheels of the chariot, which refer to
the symbolism of Key 10, associated with the
planet Jupiter, exalted in Cancer,

The directicn East-Below, corresponding to
the lower horizontal 1line at the rear of a
cube facing an observer seated in the West, is
assigned to Cheth, This is a combination of
the directions Below (assigned to Gimel and
the High Priestess) and Bast (assigned to Dale
eth and the Empress).

This line of East-~Below joins the lower and
eastern faces of the Cube of Space mentioned
in The Book of Formation, It commects the
lower end of the northeeast vertical line (as-
signed to the Emperor) and the scuth-east ver-
tical line (assigned to the Ilierophant).

It is opposite, and therefore complemen-
tary, to the horizontal line, East-Above, at
the top of the cube, Iast-Above is the lins
at the junction of the upper face {assigned
tc the liagician) and the eastern face {assign-

\

ed to the Empress). This line of East-Above is
the one assigned to the Lovers, Note that it
coungets the upper ends of the lines of the
Enmperor(liorth-Zast) and the Hierophent (South-
Bast), just as the line Bast-Below, assigned
to the Chariot, connects the lower ends of the
same two vertical lines,

That is intimated here is that the mental
activitieg represented by Key 6 link topether
reason and intuvition (Emperor and Hierophant)
at the level of self-conscious mental activity
repressnted by the Magician. On the other
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hand, the functions represented by Key 7 umite
the powers of the Emperor and the Hier ophent
at the level of subconscious activity repre-
sented by the High Priestess.

Key 7 refers primarily to cperations of the
Life-power occurring at subconscious levels,
They are combinations of creative imagination
~ (Bast: Impress) a n d memory (Below: High

Priestess). These activities 1link together
t h e subconscious consequences o© f reason
(North-East: Tmperor) and intuition (Southe
Bast: liierophant)e These operations are those
related to the sign Cancer, which governs
nutrition and digesticn. Subconsciousness is
the ruling power in those functions (Moon, the
High Priestess, governing Cancer); and the
highest functions of vhat is known astrologi-
cally as "Jupiter," working through the solar
plexus, or abdominal brain, are brought also
into play.,

This is important as showing that Key 7 has
tc do with the vehicle of personality, built
by subconsciousness, Some have suggested that
Key 7 ought to be named the Charioteer. lie do
net agree with this opinion, The enphasis in
this Key is on the vehiele, considered as the
portable "House of iInfluence," Hence the body
of the chariot is a cube, te indicate that the
personal vehicle 1is actually no more then a
particular shaping of the same materials which
constitute its enviromment,

These materials flow into +the enclosure
provided by the personal vehicle, as the river
in +the background of the picture flows into
the scene. Like the same river, flowing out
of the picture, the waricus cosmic forces flow
out of the personal vehicle, after taking form
in +the various personal activities, HNone ef
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them originates in the vehicle, Ifone remains
within it,

Four pillars rising from the body of the
chariot support a canopy., The number 4 is the
number of order and measurement, It refers
also to the focur elements: fire, water, air,
earth, BPEach pillar is divided into twe equal
parts, reminding us of the Hermetic axiom:
"Thet +which is above is as that which is
below,"

The point of division at the center of each
pillar is surrounded by a ring, This is a
symbol of Spirit, for the rings sre circles,
or zero-signs, The didea symbolized is that
each of the four elements is encircled by the
One Spirit,

The starry canopy represants the celestial
forces whose descent into the physical plane
through the activity of the four elements is
the cause of all externel manifestation, This
canopy represents the forces which surround
the earth, and seem o be above us in the sky.
It represents also the subtle metaphysical
forces vhich are above the level of personali-
ty. It is therefore a symbol of what Eliphas
Levi salled MAstral Light." (See SEVED STEPS,
Lesson l.)

A shield on +the face of the car has the
same sipgnificance as the letter-name, the wall
and wind-break of +trees, theriver, and the
chariot itself., The symbol on +the shield is
one form of the Hindu lingam-yoni, typifying
the unicn of positive and negative forces,

Above the shield 1s a wvariaticn of the
winged globe of Egypte It is yellow, to rep=-
résent the power of the solar rays, and the
wings are blue to symbolize the moisture of
the atmosphere which brings these rays o
earth,
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The orown of the charioteer is ornamented
with three golden pentagrams (See Lesson 13),
Three are showm, because the mental dominion
we exert through right use of the power of
speech does really exbtend over three planes
or worlds,.

The riderts fair hair is bound by a green
wreath, like that on the head of the Focl, and
having the same meaning, He is clad in armor,
like the Emperor, The crescents on his shoul-
ders refler to the Moon's rulership in Cancer.
They also symbclize +the o aspects of the
Life-power which Hebrew liisdom calls iiercy and
Severity. Hence there 1is a smiling face in
the helf-moon on the side of lercy, and in the
crescent on the side of Severity is a frowming
countenance,

The charioteer!s cuirass, or breastplate,
is greenish-yellewr %o simulate brass, the
metal of Venus., It signifies the protection
afforded by right wuse of the power of the
Empress, who carries, you will remember, a
shield as symbol of her protective function,
The square on the cuirass represents order and
purity, while +the three T's of vhich it is
made up refer to the limiting power of Satwrn,
vhich plenet is attributed to the letter T, or
Tave The skirt below +the armor is divided
into eight perts, and the units of its degign
are geomentic symbols, used in making magical
talismans, The belt of the charioteer sug-
gests the zodiac, Close examination will show
the astrological symbol for Cancer in one of
its panels, and a crescent moon in another.

The charioteer's scepter is surmounted by a
figure 8, combined with a crescent, This is a
combination of the symbol over the Magician's
head with the lunar crown of the High Priest-
ess. Thus the charioteer's ensign of author-
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ity shows that his dominion is the result cof a
blending of +the powers of self-consciousness
and subconscilousness,

Key 7 is the end of the first row of Keys
in yowr ‘tableau, and is a synthesis of them
all, It tells you that the chain of events
leading +o your ability to express Will-power
starts with the Magicien. Acts of attention
(Key 1) set going the associative funetion of
subconsc iousness (Key 2), and the result is
creation of comcrete mental images, which ex-
ternalize as definite environmmental conditions
(Key 3). The observation and orderly correla-
tion of +the images, wvhich present themselves
to us as facts and circumsbtances is what we
call reason (Key 4). This enables us to test
our intuitions (Key 5), with the result that
we wmake diseriminations between the real and
the unreal, and with +the further result that
we beccme aware of the differences between
self-consciousness and subconsciousness, and
perceive their relation to superconsciousmess
(Key 8)e This discerimination, worked out by
svbconscious processes of deduction and imag=
ination, afifects the body-building activities
vhich. give us our physical vehicles. Thus we
become aware of the true nature of Will-power,
and perceive that +the Universal Self is the
rider in every chariot of personality,

By the invisible reins of the mind, we let
the Self guide the vehicle of personelity.
The result is that the motive-power of sensa-
tion 1is Dbrought to rest, as are the sphinxes
in this version, or the horses which draw the
chariot, in some older Tarot designs,

The sphinxes are propounders of riddles,
and so are the senses. By sensatiom we
experience all the pairs of opposites--what we



TAROT FUNDALENTALS
LESSCH BIGHTEEN 8

like, and what we dislike; what seems favor-
able to our aims, and what seems adverse. But
when +the OUne Self, through the intellect,
guides the vehicle of personality, it conbrols
the senses, and the result is security, safety
and peace-~-as represented by the number 7.

This week spend some time in a deliberate
endeavor 0 realize that your Iimmer Self is
above and beyond your personaliby. Try to
understend that this Self is the true Actor in
all that you do, Think of your personality as
being merely a vehicle, haviag no power of its
oim, but only that flowing from the One iTill,
and teking form in the energy of the Astral
Light. By repetition, this concept will be-
come S0 habitual and natural that everything
you +think, say and do will be influenced by
it, Thus will you be cultivating your field
of personality. :

Above all, wateh your words. Say what you
mean, and mean what you say., Get the diction-
ary habit, and begin enriching your vocabulary
with strong, positive, cheerful, hopeful vrords
vihich express the highes® truth you can think,

As an aid to this we recommend the use of
Roget!s Thesaurus and Hartrampf'!s Vocabularies.
These standard reference volunes are ncir pub-
lished by CGrosset and Dunlap, at the low price
of one dellar each, Buy these books, and use
them daily. You will never make a bebtter
" investment., By their aid you may take long
strides toward learning the art of truly magi-
cal speech,
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Pigure 1 represents the CUSE Of SPACE
viewed from the west, showing the top, west
and south faces, The boundary lines are
named, and arrows show the direction of the
current flowing in each line,

Figure 2 shows the top, boettan, north and
east faces, together with the boundary lines,
NCRTH-BEL(U], BAST-BELGI and NORTH-EAST, which
are omitted from Figure 1.

Figure 3 represents the three co-ordinated
by dotted lines from A (ABOUVE) to B (BELGI),
fron B (EAST) to W (VEST), and from N (NORTH)
to S (SOUTH),

To these three lines are assigned three
Hebrew letters, the LUILERS; to the twelve
52685 TS FIRITo. DRt ines.ts e o
the imnner central point, vhere the co-ordin-
ates cross, the seventh double, Tav.
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The Hebrew letter Teth means "snake," If
you examine the form of the character on Key 8
you will see that it is simply a conventionale
ized picture of a eoiled serpent. The serpent
is one of the most frequently used, snd cne of
the most important oceult symbols, The Wise
Ones use it when they wish to compress their
knowledge of <the Great lagical Agent inte a
single emblen.,

The Great hiagical Agent is an actual force,
employed every day by everyonoe, It is cosmic
electricity, the wmiversal life-principle, the
conscicus energy wnich takes form as all ex=-
isting +things, and builds them all from with-
in, In humen personality it is also specially
manifest as a subtle kind of nerve-force, te
which our Oriental Brethren give the Sanslerit
name, Kundalini, ths Mcoiled one."

Learning +t0 oontrol the Magical Agent is
part of +the daily work of every student of
Ageless Wisdom, OCne step toward contrcl is to
establish a clear intellectual perception of
the truth that all the varicus forms of physi-
cal existence are merely transformations of
this one snergy. The world is full of a nun-
ber of things., All are disguises for the ONE
THING, The essential nature of the One Thing
is SFIRIT.

The old Hebrew name for the special mode of
consciousnsss represented by the letter Teth
is "Intellizence of the Secret of ¥orks," The
noun transiated "works"™ is sometimes rendersed
as "wages" or Yrewerd.," The secret of right
work is to make sure that wheiever oms doan
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will bring about the intended result, Vhat is
the essence of that secret? The knowledge
that +the working power is the inexhaustible
energy ©of +the One Spirit, "I do nothing of
ryself:s +the Father that dwelleth in me, he
doeth the works,"

There is the secret, Compare it with what
has been said ebout the noun ABN, ehben, in
the preceding 1lesson, 'E['o be absolutely sure
of success, we mnmust correctly identify the
working power as being the One Spirit, ] By so
doing, we rid ourselves of concern as to the
outcome of our works. :

This unconcera about results is by no means
indifferences Heither is it a vague, dreamy
feeling that "all will be well," One must be
specific, Imowing vhat is intended, end fully
resolved to bring about definite results, The
thing t0 avoid is anxieby,

Jesus taught this plainly, The Bhapavad-
Gita says the secret of right work is to have
no attachment +t0 results, lilsunderstood by
many, especially by those vho have twisted it
into an excuse for mental haziness, this idea
is perfectly sound. LMoreover, it is easjybo
put into practicce

To be anxious about the future, +0 be eon-
cerned about results, is to make mental images
of failure, ILle who does this concentrates on
a mental pattern of what he does not want=-~
censciously., Often, sad to say, this anxiety
is a subconscious determinaticn tc fail, Liore
perscns fail because they really hope to than
is generally wunderstood, Their will +to fail
is based on a subcomscious fear that they lack
powrer t0 carry their projects through,

Hence t¢ cure that fear is essential; and
the cure 1is easily effected by seeing, first
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of all, that every one of us has at his dis-
posal a power perfectly adequate to accomplish
whatever we intend to do, and whatever we are
able tc image clearly and definitely. Vhen we
grasp this truth, subconscious fears are dis=
sipated, and mith them goes the hidden will to
faals

To +this end, begin now to think of every-
thing as being a manifestation of Spirit, You
may find it helpful to think of everything as -
a direct expression of one -radiant mental
energy. Only to those who fail to understand
its mnature does the Great Magical Agent seem
to be a blind, mechanical force,

Learn to think of it as conscious, mtel-'= '
ligent energye Practice thinking this. Over
and over again, as you make contact with the
varicus objects in your environment, remind
yourself of their real natwe, Try to see,
hear, smell, taste and touch the One Spirit
everywhere, 1o matter if this idea is famil-
iar. Get it to permeate your whole orgamism,
Inowing it in your brain is not encugh, lizke |
it second nature by repetition,

Tihat, 1in the second paragraph of this les-
son, is named Xundalini, is the special form
of the Great Liagical Agent utilized for occult
“works of power." TFortunately, it is dormant
in . most persons, 1le say “"fortunately," be-
cause it is a tremendous force, as potent for
destruction and debasement as for integration
and illumination, It may not be trifled with,
lake no attempt to awaken it wmtil you aro
sure you under stand our instructions, and take
all +the precautions we recomnend, You will
know what +to0 do, and why, if you study these
lessoms. carefully, for they explain the true
secret,

A
3
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T/ie appeal here +to your good sense and to
your prudence, not to base fears. The ability
to control this force may be developed easily,
once its nature is understocd, l’l'he conditions
under which it may be brought into activity
safely dinclude: purity of mind and desire,
high aspiratiocns and ideals; ubtter unselfish-
ness in sctieng

Every attempt t0 express these states of
conscicusness through right action mekes an
actual change in your organism, Vhen the sum
of a great nunber of small changes effects a
sufficient +total alteratiom, you will find
yourself ready +to awaken the serpent power,
and you will know just what to de,

Ty is this force called the seppent power?
Sc many persocns suppose ths serpent to be al-
ways a symbol of evil that some answer to this
guestion seems appropriate here,

liost of our notions are based on g literal
reading of +the allegory of the Fall, in the
third chapter of Genesis. There we read tnat
the serpent was mnore subtile than any other
beast of the fields (The field is the same
field which is represented by the letter-name
Cheth, corresponding to Rey 7.)

The ordinary meaning of the Hebrew adjec-
tive translated subtile is "elever, cunaing,
crafty, dissembling." VYet the same word, with
different vowel-points, means "naked, bare,
wcovered." Here is a reference to one marked
characteristic of the Great liagical Agent, IT
CUNCEALS TEE TRUE NATWRE OF THINGS, BY SEREUING
TC pLXPOSE THEL UNCOVERED,

The Great HMagical Acent is the indefinable
sanething which presents itself to us in vari-
ous appoarances. Under every guise it seems
to show itself openly, without the least con-
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cealment, It has taken milleniums for man to
learn that every visible form is a wvell of
concealment for a hidden truthe

Hence it 1is that they who call themselves
"realists™ are, of all persons, of'ten farthest
from having any notion of the true Reality,
FPor them appearances constitute the only truth
worth a moment!s consideratio, If such per=
sons enter the field of art they wallow in
vhat they call "naked +*ruth," when all the
time they are simply parading their familiari-
ty with undressed lies, Usually their pro-
ductions are characterized by extreme emphasis
-on unpleasant details of appearances,

A true “realist™ is he who is mot taken in
by the seeuing epenness of externals, EHe un~
derstands the subtiabty of the serpent pover
and turns it to pgood use, (For remember, the
same Genesis which +tells us the serpent was
the tempter includes the sneke among; the creas
tures of whom it was said: "And God saw that
it was good," Wor is it amiss, in this con-
necticn, to remind ourselves that if we are %o
be influenced by Scripture, we must take its
whole teaching into account, And the Bible is
explicit in its declaration that the law of
the Lord is perfect, and all his works part of
a success process,) lence, throughout the
history of humanity, sgreat initiates have
called themselves and their pupils "good ser- -
pents." The Christian admonition, "Be ye wise
as serpents," echose this ancient custom,

The motion of the Kagical Agent is serpen-
tine, because it is both wavy, or wdulating,
and spiral, This coiling, spiral, vibratory
motion of the serpent power is one reason for
associating it with the numlier 8, for 8 is a
numeral symbol of rhythmic vibration.
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To write 8 one begins gt the top and de~
scribes a letter S, serpentine in forme, S is
also an alphabetical symbol for hissing sounde
Continuing the movement, one forms curves re-
ciprocal to those first described, Thus in
writing a figure 8 vwe make the same curved
lines twhich are shown in the caduceus of Her-
mes by twe intertwined snakes, These are also
the 1lines of movement traced by the serpent
power as 1t moves within the human body. Thus
8 in this Key is more than a symbol, It is a
diagrammetic representation of the path of the
serpent power when 1t moves through man's
nervous systems

Except 0, the figure 8 is the only one that
can be written over and over again, without
lifting pen from paper, Thus it is a sign of
endless activity., This relates 8 to the serw
pent, because snakes shed their skins, and the
ancients, Observing this, supposed that thesse
animals renewed their whole organism also, So
from +time immemorial, the serpent has been a
symbol of immortelity and eternity.

In Christian occultism, 8 is sometimes said
to be the Dominical Number, or specsial number
representing Christ, Yet it is also a symbol
for the Holy Spirit, scmetimes described as a
feminine potency. This is the reason the 8 in
Key 1, and over the head of the women in the
Key you are studying now, is placed in & hori-
zontal, or feminine, position,

Again, 8 symbolizes the ancient doctrine
that all opposites are effects of a single
cause, and that balanced, reciprocal action
an reaction between opposites results in har-
meny. Same of the Pythagoreans sven called 8
Harmonia. Vihat they had in mind is one great
prastical secret of Ageless Wisdam,
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Attributed to Xey 8, through +the letter
Teth, is the zodiacal sign Leo, ruled by the
Sun. Astrologers say Lec governs the heart,
the back, the spine and spinal cord (which is
the main channel for the physical manifesta=
tions cf the serpent power), Among the tribes
of Israel, Leo is represented by the Tribe of
Judah, whose standard bore & lion,

The Hebrew name for Leo is ARIHE, Arieh. The
letters -of +this word may be re-arranged te
spell RAIH, reaiyah, sight, Sight is attrib-
uted to the letter Heh (H)}, and is therefore
associated with the sign Aries,

The numeral value of these two words, 216,
is the same as that of the noun RVGZ, TOgaz,
which may be translated “trevnbllng, vibra-
tiones”™ This noun is particularly conm cted
with Samekh, the sign Sagittarius, and liey 14,

Again, 216 is the number of the word GBVRH,
Geburah, Strength. This is the Hebrew for ‘the
title of Key 8. It is also the nsme of the
fifth of +the ten spheres on the Qabalistic .
diagram, the Tree of Life, This sphere is the
Sphere of Mars, or field in which the power of
that planet is active,

These correspondences all point in one
direction, They indicate that strength, or
working power, is to be sought in 2 form of
vibration vhich is fiery in quality, vhich is
active in the sense of sight, end which is
connected in some way with the fumcticns of
the heart and spine,

This power 1is the light power vhich makes
vision possible, It 1is also the life power
actually ocentered in the heart, and coursing
through the great "main cable" of the spinal
cord, vhence it is distributed by the nerves
to every part of the physical organismg

i
i
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COLORING INSTRUCTICNS

YELLOU: Background, lion's eye.

GREEN: Foliage, rose leaves, leaves. in
women's hair, foreground (but do not
extend all the way in right foreground,
because the mowntain renge carries over
to the rightj}.

VICLET: Iounbtain (both sides o f back=

ground),

WHITE: 1loman's dress, lion's teeth,

BLONDE: Toman's haire \

RED: Roses, lion, flower in womants hair,

Pay particular attention to this lesson and
the mnext. They deal with the force you are
using for the regeneration of yow personal-
_ itye. Use it; and you will attain the heights,
_ Abuse it, and it will destroy you, It is the
; cosmic electricity mentioned by liadame Blavate
sky in The Secret Doctrine:

"iighty word, and still mnmightier symbol!
Sacred regenerator of a no less sacred preog-
eny; of fire--the creator, the preserver, and
the destroyer; of light--the essence of our
divine ancestorsy o f flame-=the Soul o f
things "
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STRENGTE

In your tableau, Xey 8 is the first of the
second row of Keys, winlch, you renenber, rep-
resents the laws or agencies whereby the prin-
ciples symbolized by the Keys numbered from 1
to 7 are earried into operation. Key 8 repre-
sents +the law which is the means for express-
ing the principle of attention pictured by the
Magleian,

This law is sugrestion. It is dealt with
at some length in Lesson 3 of SLVEW STEPS.,
Review what 1is written there, in eomnnection
with this present lesson,

It is by means of suggestion that the force
zoncentrated by acts of attention is carried
into maniflestation, for +the modification of
external conditions, Remenxber, the force so
cencentrated is a perfect Unity, designated by
the FHebrew noun AChD, achad or echud. It is
also the Love-force, as indicated by the nu-
meral identity between AChD, Unity, and AHBH,:
aheban, love, Ponder this in neditation, and
you will find another c¢lue to the Secret of
Jorks,

Note particularly that 13, the number link-
ing these two llebrew words, is the number of a
Tarot Key which, as you will learn from Lesson
29, is related both to Unity and Love.

The woman in Key 8 is the High Priestess,
the Empress, and the lLady Eve of Ker 6, She
symbolizes +the human aspect of subconscious=
ness, contrelling snd directing the functions
f every orgen in the body, and directing the

Cbyvents of Proae, the vital energy or Lifa-
Erewh,  The adjustment of personelit:r tc the
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point where such control and direction changes
bodily structure and chemistry to the degres
that +the physical organism may make practical
application of the high potencies of supercone-
scious 1l1life, is the work of subconsciousness,
operating in accordance with the law of sug-
gestion,

Lilke the& Impress, the woman is fair-haired
and crowned, Her crom is of flowers, instead
of stars, This hints that we are concerned
in Key 8 with organic processes, rather than
with the inorzanic cosnic forces symbolized by
the hexagram on the Impress?! crown,

Furtheriore, flovers are the reproductive
organs of the vegetable kingdom, and a crowm
alvmys stands for 1/ill, hecause in Qabalah the
technical mnawe for the Primal Will is EThR,
Kethér, the Crowm, . Thus the erown of flowers
means that the soverelgnty exercised by the
huan subconsciousness Over the varicus grades
of beinyg belowr the human level is a sovereigne
ty having tec do with intslligent control of
the serpent power which is the agency at work
in vegetable, animal and human reproduction,

Cver the woman's head 1s a horizoatal 8,
like that hovering ¢ver the head of the kagi-
cian. For she partakes of his influence, and
typifies subconsciocus reaction to the princi-
ple he personifies, In one sense everything
symbolized by Xey 8 may be regarded as a
development of the symbolism of the roses and
lilies growing in the liagician's garden.

The Empress and the High Priestess sit,
This wocman, like the one in Xey 6, standse.
The Hipgh Priestess is subconscicusness, con-
ceived as the reccrder and preserver of the
variocus impressioms Originating at conscious
and superconscious levels. The Empress typi-
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fies +the germination cf mental images through
subconscious respunses to conscious snd super-
conscious stimuli, The woman in Key 6 shous a
more active response of subconsciousness 0
superconscicus potencies and guidance, Now,
in Xey 8, the wanan is showm controlling all
the forces of nature below the human level,

Eer robe is pure white, like the inner gar-
ments of +the Fool and the liagician, This
garment represents the purified aspect of sub=
consciousness, which it eassumes as @ result of
intelligent application of the law that it is,
at all times, amenable to control by sug es-
tion. White stands also for the Divirne Unity,
and is an emblem of purity and innocence,
hence of regeneration, vhich results in a per=-
sonal realization of the truth that the .LL is
ONE. ' :

The chain of roses which goes rcund the
women!s vaist and encircles the lion's necik is
intended to represent a figure 8, though this
is nct very clearly showm in the »nicture,
Roses symbolize desire, hence tle chain is a
systematic series of desires, woven <%ogethér, ..
Rightly cultivated and combined, desires ard
the most potent form of suggestio, @y def- -
inite formulation of desire, in harmony with
the real nature of things, we ean dominate the
mighty forces of nature below the humen level
of activity, ]

As king of beasts, +the lion represents the
highest forms of development in the kingdoms
of nature below the level of men, He is the
ruling principle of the amimal nature, IHe is
also an alchemical symbol of one of the most
important principles in the Great Work., That
wark 1is the transmutation of the gross forms
of matural pumanity into +the Stone of the

Wise. perfected man.
/
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In alchemical books we read of the Green
Lion, the Red Lion and the Old Lion, The
Green Lion is the animal nature, before it has
been ripened and purified. The Red Lion is
the aninal nature brought under control of the
higher aspects of man's spiritual being., The
Red Lion is the one in Key 8. The 0lad Lion
represents a special state of consciousness
which becomes manifest after the work of puri-
fication has changed the Green Lion into the
Red:Lion, In the state of ccnsciousness which
the '0ld Lion symbolizes, one sensescdirectly
the eternal radiant mental energy vhich, be-
cause it was ‘before anything else had been
brought into menifestation, is, in time relae-
tions, older than anything else,

Among the ideas:suggested by the word lion
sre: rulersh'ip|(81nce the lion is the king of
begsts), courage, bravery, valor (also sumbol-
ized by +the color red), tenacity, resolve,
fortitude, decision, will, Tie say that a per-
son having these qualities has "backbone," and
this links up with the lion as a symbol of the
sign Leo, said by’as*crologers to govern the
back and splne. -

Horth-Above is the direction atiributed to
the letter Teth, and to Key 8., In the Cube of
Space (See Lesson 18), North-Above is assigned
to the upper northern edge of the cube,

Thus it is the upper boundary of the north-
ern face, and the northern boundary of the tcp
face. The north face is assigned to the let-
ter Peh and Key 16, which correspond to the
force astrologically related to the plane®
iiarss The top face corresponds to the direo-
tion Above, assigned to the letter Beth, to
Key 1, and to the planet llercurye.

Thus in North-Above are joined the powers
symbolized by Feys 1 and 16. Key 1 represents



TARCT FUHDALIENTALS
LESGGH TiENTY 5

the self-conscious 1level of mental activity,
Key 16 represents the Tiery energies wnich, in
Key 1, are symbolized by the red outer mantle
of the Liagician,

Key 8, then, shows what happens when cosmic
fire is controlled by self-ccnscious acts of
attention, Furthermore, since Key 3 is North-
Abovo, we may understand thet vhat is piectured
In this Key is a direct consequence of inten-
tional, conscious practice, The situation
represented by the symbols of this Key 1is nok
a spontaneous natural development. It is the’
result of deliberate intentions and purposes °
consciously formulated. It is the consequencs
of knowledge oconscicusly acquired. The oub-
come of practice consciously undertaken,

To be sure, the law of sugsesticn is a law
vhich works, vhether we kmow anything about it
or note But it does not work this vay unless.
wve do know, and apply our Imailedze. ey '8
shows the positive and constructive use of the
law of suggestion in the work of versonal re-
generation, Yhat it symbolizes is a situation
which never occurs without the introduction of
an impulse proceeding from vhat Tarot typifies
by the Magician,

dere we approach ome difficulty of Ageless
Wisdom, In order to perform the Great Viork,
we must wndertake the initial stages as if we
were doing something of our own volition, by
our ovm pover,

Certainly it seems that way. It involves a
distinct sense of effort. There is a deliber-
ate exercise of pover, TViays and means are
carefully selected, The initial steps in the
wrork require strict self-discipline, No per=-
son who does not deterninedly "take himself in

hend® ever performs the Great Work of regener-
atliona
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All +this looks like the exercise of a very
definite personal will, and feels like it in
the earlier stages of the practice. Yet the
sages continually remind us that this feeling
is illusive, and part of their traditicnal
discipline consists in mental practice which
builds up, gradually, a realization 3hat the
work is not accomplished by personal effort at
all,

By prolonged practice of this kind, pursued
sometimes for months and years without any
apperent result, those who follow the Way of
Liberation effect ‘changes, in their subcon-
sciousness. Thése changes are symbolized in
Key 8, and produce at the same time the result

shovm in Key 16,

When we ccme to the latter Key, the nature
of +this result will be more fully explained,
Even here we may say that it is the overthrow
of a felse conception of perSOnal activity by
a lightning-1iké flash of true inspiration,

Because fewr Dpersons have courage and per-
sistence to comtinue the preliminary work in
spire of its apparent fruitlessness, and be-
cause not many choose to prectice the resolute
denial of self-will required by every cccult
system of discipline, +tne number of adepts in
proportion to the world?!s population is small,

All recent vaporings to the contrary not-
withstanding, the +time will never come when
these first steps will not be reguired, No
suspension of the discipline, for any reasom
vhatever, can be made for the adherents of any
school or teacher, For the discipline is not
imposed by men, or higher beings. It is the
consequence of mnatural laws of physical and
mental growth, They can never be changed, be~
cause they are part of the essential nature of
all living beings,

SREEL
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The line of North-Above, being the upper
northern edge of the Cube of Space, connects
the upper end of the line North-East (assigned
to Heh and +the Emperor) to the upper end of
the line Horthellest (assigned to Lamed and
Justice). Thus Key 8 1is shom +o be the
connecting link between Keys 4 and 1l, at the
level of conscilousness represented by the di-

rection Above, the letter Beth, and Key 1, the
Ilagician, - '

T You have not yet received an interpretation
of Key 11, but one of its meanings is VWork or
Action, or, as Hindud term it, Karma, Hence
vou will be able t0o understand that Key 8 is
the connecting link which carries the power of
Reason, the Constituting Intelligence (Key 4),
into the field of activity which has to do
with hunan action and its results,

Tthat 1is pictured in Key 8 is the agency
whereby +the powver of control over the corndi-
tions of our external enviromment, symbolized
by Key 4, is brought to bear upon all the cam=.
vlex operations of natural law desipnated by
the term Karma.

This means tnat Karma can be modified. It
is +true that action and reaction are equal,
and that today brings us into situations vhich
are conseguences of our past actions, We have
to work vith these situations as they arise;
but it makes a great deal of difference wheth-
er we approach them ignorantly or intelli-
gently.

If we know the law, we may produce results
not spontaneously provided by natural reac-
tions to stimulil originating at some period in
the paste. It is by bringing ebout the situa-
tion pictured as the taning of the Red Lion
that the Cosmic Reason mey be brought to bear
for the adjustment of Karmic reactions.
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Reference tc the diagram of the Cube which
accompanies Lesson 138 will show you that the
line corresponding +0 Key 8 is also the link
between the line assigned to Zain (Key 6, the
Lovers) and +the line corresponding to Samekh
(Key 14, Temperance). Since the northern ends
of these two lines are joined by the line as-
signed to Key 8, we know that Key 8 may be
regarded as being 2 link between that part of
Key 6 which shows the woaman, the Tree of ths
Knowledge of Good and Evil, and the serpent,
- and' that part of Key 14 which shows a lion, 2
vgse' of water, and 4 range of mountalns over
which floats a crown,

IN MOST TAROT KEYS, THE PART OF THE PICTURE
Od THE OBSERVER'S LEFT CCRRESPONDS TO THE DI-
REGTION NORTH, AND THE PART OfF THE DESIGN ON
THE ' OBSERVER 'S RIGHET CCORRESPCNDS TG 3CUTH,
. THIS LAKES WHAT IS IN THE BACEGRUUND CCRRE-

" .SPOND TC THE ' DIRECTIUN EAST, AWD VHAT IS IN

THE FCRE GROUND CORRESPCND TG THE DIRECTION
WEST, Exceptions are Keys 16, 17, 18 and 19,

Tile lock at the Tarot Keys from the symbolic
Yiest, facing +the BEast, So do we look at the
diagram of the Cube of Space, which is ocne of
the most important esoteric clues to the mean-
ing of Tarot, hitherto unpublished.

Because you have not studied Xey 14, it is
inadvigable to enter into an explanaticn of
the meaning of Key 8 as conneeting Keys 6 and
14, Ye: the fact +that these two Keys are so
connected by Key 8 needs to be mentioned here,
and vou will do well to pay close attention to
his part of the lesson, Remember, you al-
ready know, interiorly, the meaning of this,
and +the fact that we have brought the corre-
spondence tc your attention will begin to have
its effect on your subconsciousness, Thus,
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vhen you reach Lesson 32, you will find that
the explanetions given +there are easier to
grasp because, in the meantime, the seed-idea
now planted will have been growing,

The scen in Key 8 is an open plain, in
contrast to the wmlled city of Key 7. What we
are considering here is the operation of a law
at work everywhere in nature., In no sense is
this lawr dependent on artificial conditZons of
man-made civilization, The law of suggestion
is always in cperation, I% is the primery law
of subconseiousness,

Every Iingdom of nature is represented in
this picture, The woman stands for the human
kingdon, The lien is chief of +he animal
kingdom. Roses are the royal flowers, and the
flovers, grass and trees belong to the vege-
table realm, They grow from the earth, which
is disintegrated stone, and in the background
a mcuntain, like that in the background of the
sixth Key, completes the representation of the
nineral kingdom,

This serves +to remind us that all natural
forms and forces are expressions of the one
Great Magical Agent, and are all subject to
the law pictured here. The animal nature is
subordinate to the hunan, the vegetable to the
animal, the mnmineral to the vegetable, This
control dogs not need 10 be established, It
is already in effect. Yet the greater number
of humen beings experience the consequences of
its mnegative cperation, because they do not
mowr how to reep the benefits of its positive
application,

The difference between a tyro in practical
occultsim and a great adept is this: The tyro
has 1little or mno kmowledge of the fact that
subconsciousness at the human level automati-
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cally responds to the predominant suggestions
vhich originate at the conscicus level, Hence
he sets wup activities having reactions which
are negative and pain-bearing. His subcon-
scious control of forces below his consci ous
level makes those forces take form as destruc-
tive reaction in his own body, and in the
bodies of other persoms. Furthermore, this
destructive reaction extends into the realms
of ‘mature below +the animal kingdom, and the
result is that the person finds his control of
subconsciousness working in reverse, Thus it
comes ‘about +that everything and everybody
seem t0 be against him,

An adept, on +the contrary, knows thet the

.subtle pover of the Great Magical Agent con-

ceals the true nature of things by seaning to
expose them uncovered. IHence he takes nothing
at its superficial value. He looks attentive-
ly at the world reported by his senses. Thus
h e detects hidden relationships, and in
the long run, he cones consciously and subcone
sciously wunder the guidance of the Cne Self
symbolized by the Hier ophant, by the angel in
¥ey 6, and by the chariotesr in Key 7, Then
his personal subconsciousness is pwified, and
wears the white garment of wisdom, as in ey
8, The consequence is that the reactions fraom
the kingdoms of neture belowr the human level
are favorable to an adepte.

There  has been no change in the underlying
law, Heither has +the adept gained control
which the +tyro has not, The adept uses the
already existing law positively. The +tyro
emmploys the same law negatively., The adept is
wise: the tyro is ignorant. That is all; but
in +that single difference is the difference
between freedom and bondage, joy and misery,
success and failure, health and disease,
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Your practice +this week is highly impor-
tant. Spare no effort to carry it out. The
most +valuable lesson you can learn is that of
- 8eeing through appearances, and the conseguent
discovery of the (ne Reality veiled by them,
Whenever you have anything to do with another
perscn, try to keep in mind that it is not the
appearance, not the external details of perw-
sonality, that you spesak or write to, or that
you are in any way concerned with, Rememhe

that his inner nature is identicsl with yours,:

and try to see, with the mind's eye, the real
man behind the mask of personaiity. Do this
with the members of your family, with your
friends and business associates, even with the
strangers ycu pass on the street,

At first this may seem difficult, eypecm),-.
ly when you are dealing with those who, for -
any reason (or unreason), are mpleasant 5
repulsive to you., Iliake the attempt just ths
same, You will find greater practical values
under such circumstances than in your dealin_:
with persons you like,

Dentt make the mistake of belng sentimental,
or emotional about it, This is an exercise i
mental suggestion, Look deliberately for ths
good and the beautiful in every one, Dor’3
just affirm it, Don't pretend it's ther ,
LOOK! You'll find it when you develop eyes
to see,

Tateh your tongue, Don't gossip. Do nds
discuss the unlovable qualities of any othey
person, kiske an effort to see the Self  of al:
men and wamen yeu meet as perfeet. Thus wil:
you help yourself by telling yourself thé
truth about s8ll men, and the power of yow
thought will blesr those on whom you turn it,

This exercise has far-reaching consequences

which we purposely refrain from discyssing ’

)
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now, It will be better and more interesting
for you to find out for yourself, This is one
of the most valuable, though simple, means of
developing really penstrative vision, ile who
has this insight possesses a key to limitless
POwWeEr .,
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RESPONSE

The Ilaw attributed to Key 9 is Response,
This law may be stated thus: EVERY A
HUMAN PERSCNALITY IS REALLY A RESPONSE TO THE
INITIATIVE OF THE ORIGINATING FRINCIPLE OF THG
UNIVERSE, The essential thought here is that
no personal activity whatever has its begin-
ning, source, Or Origin within the limits of
the personality, All personal action is de-
rived, reflective, responsive,

To every one of us it seems that our states
of mind and our actions express purely person-
al motives, This semblance of personal in-
itiative affects the most illumined of wise
men, except in rare instances of ecstatic
identification with the Absolute, just as it
does anyene else, A wise man, however, knows
better, He thinks differently from those who
try %o live on the assumption that personal
thought, feeling and action are self-caused,
His words, whenever they are recorded, are
sure to include some reference 40 the fact
that he really does rothing of himself,

Personality is the mask of the true IDENTI.
TY, This IDENTITIY is superior to, and is not
limited by, the conditions of personality. It
is from this inner and superior IDENTITY that
all original impulse flows, and 2ll the activ-
ities of personslity--the instrument or vehi-
cle--are but effects of +this outward and
dormvard movement of +the energy, or working
pewer, of the TRUL IDENTITY, or I Ali

Apeless Wisdom declares vhere is but ONG
IDENTITY in the wuniverse, THIS ONE IDENTITY
IS THE SINGLE SCURCE OF ALL FORMS OF EXISTENCE
HERE, OR ANYVHERE, Its presence is the sub-
stance of everything, The mental quality of
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the ONL IDENTITY is what is manifested in any
particular expression of consciousness, T. h e
energy of the ONE IDENTITY is what is released
in any particular form of activity.

Your persoality is but one of its innumer-
able forms of expression, Your real nature is
none other than that ONE, Hence, whatever laws
and forces condition the activity of your
personality must be laws and forces prooeeding
from your TRUE IDENTITY,

The Hebrew letter Yod resembles a tongue of
flame, It is a component part of every letter
of the ancient Chaldean alphabet row generally
known as "square Hebrew," +to distinguish it
from the earlier script used by the Children
of Israel before the Captivity.

Because Yod is the foundation of the let-
ters, and looks like a flame, the Chaldean or
square Hebrew alphabet is:@ often named “The
Flame Alphabet,"™ The Hebrew alphabet itself
is a symbol of everything that ever wvmas or
ever will be, Thus the letter Yod, as a com-
ponent part of every letter, symbolizes the
flame of spiritual energy which is present in
all forms of the Life-power's self-expression.

Yod is a Hebrew noun meaning "the hand of
man," Thus it is directly eonmnected with the
ancient doctrines: THE PRIMARY AWD FUNDALINTAIL
REALITY OF THE UNIVZERSE IS IDENTICAL /ITH THE
POWER EXPRESSED BY THL HANDINORK OF HULAN
BEINGS,

It is said that the upper peoint of Yod rep-
resents the Primal Will, while the reat of the
letter ccorresponds to the aspect of the Life-
powver named Wisdom. This means +that all
mental activity is derived directly from the
essential Will of the ONL IDENWTITY, and this
mental activity, or volition, takes form as
the Wisdom which d4s the basis of the entire
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cosmic order, Furthermore, the mental activi-
ty of the Primal Will, symbolized by the upper
point of the Yod, expands into the life-force
of all beings, and this life-force is fiery,
as the shape of the letter suggests,

The hand of man is also the seat of highly
organized centers of the sense of touch, This
sense is therefore assigned to Yod,

The hand is also a striking symbol of that
whereby +the human mnind makes contact with
the superconsciousness above it. Thus in Key
1, representing lercury and the consciocus mind,
it is the right hand of the Magician which has
lifted the wand vhereby his contact with the
higher level is established. Furthermore, the
uplifted wand symbolizes +the sublimation of
the serpent-power or libido,

The most intense forms of ecstatic union
with the Absolute are often described in
imagery closely approaching the erotic, TWhy?
Because the most intense feeling of pleasure
is experienced through the sense of touch, and
the higher forms of interior union with the
CNE IDENTITY are experiences of bliss so
intense that they who attempt to describe such
experiences usually turn to erotic imagery.

Key 9 represents attainment through union.
This means that the end of the Path is reached
wvhen the personality meets the inner Self, in
perfect contaot{) A graphic symbol of this is
the slow, steady growth, throughout the ages,
of stalagmites and stalactites in a cave. In
that growth, the stalactite which extends it-
self dovmward from the roof of the cave is the
active agent. The upward growth of the stal-
agmite from +the floor of +the cave, is a
response to the steady dovmpour of drops of a
limestone solution from the stalactite. The
stalactite may be taken as a symbol of the ONE
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IDENTITY, ever moving itself nearer to union
with +the ascending personality symbolized by
the stalagmite. Vhen at last they reach the
stage of growth vhere they make contact, their
united form is a pillar, approximately the
shapte of +the letter I, vhich is the Dnglish
Latin and Greek equivalent for Yod,

In vriting the figure 9 in ordinary secript,
the first part of the character is a reproduc-
tion of +the zero sign, and from the point
where the circle is closed, a straight line,
or figure 1, descends, In writing the circu-
lar part, one's hand describes a complete
circuit, suggesting the completion of a course
of action, Then the straight line is dravm, a
figure 1, symbol of beginning,

The end of one cycle is alvays the begin-
ning of another, Attainment is never complete.
/After the union of the persorality with the
ONE IDENTITY, there are greater heights to
scale,

Attributed to the letter Yod, and thus to
key 9, is the zodiacal sign Virgo, It is ruled
by Mercury, that is, by the power symbol-
ized in Tarot as the Magician; and astrologers
say liercury is exalted also in Virgo, Thus in
Key 9 we have a symbol of the highest expres-
sion of what is pictured by Key 1,

Ilercury represents the Life-power working
at +the self-conscious level, where the brain
is its most important instrument. The physio-
logical field of ifercury's operation in the
brain is the frontal lobe of that organ, Our
greatest brain-physiologist, D r. Frederick
Iilney, calls the frontal lobe "Master of Des-
tiny." 1In it are the controls which determine
all bodily responses, One of the most impor-
tant areas wherein are exerted the controls
of which the frontal lobe of the brain is the
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organ 1is the pert of the body astrology puts
under the dominion of Virgo,

This area 1is the abdominal region, and
especially the upper part of the small intes-
tine, vhere food 1is assimilated and sent to
the various organs which transmute it into
bone, tissue and the-various secretions indis-
pensable to physical existence. At one stage
of intestinal digestion, food is transformed
into an oily, milky substance named chyle, from
vhich the lacteals absorb nourishment for +the
blood stream,

itthen, under proper self-conscious direc-
tion, the finer forces always present in chyle
are liberated into +the blood stream, these
forces energize Dbrain centers which function
in the experience termed illumination,

Pursue this thought as far as you can, be-
yond this brief explanation, Consider that in
all legends of iforld Saviors, the Great Cne is
born of a wvirgin, Consider also that Jesus is
said to have been born in Bethlehem, whioh
means "The House of Bread," and that hen the
shepherds came <+to adore him, they found the
babe lying in a manger., The liberating pover
is born, er released, in the darl: cave of the
House of Bread,

[Eﬁong the hipghest expressions of human
consciousness are those which control +the
activities of the intestinal tract./ This may
seem strange, but 1t is perfectly true. We
control the activities of +the assimilatiwve
portion of +the intestinal tract by[§hoosing
carefully what we eat, and by utilizing the
law of suggestion to effect the release of the
subtle forces from chyle,T

This last seldom haéggns unless one Imors
of the possibility, understands to some degree
how such releus: ¢f subtle force will bring
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about illumingf 2,7 and definitely takes hin-
self in hand for the sake of accomplishing the
Great ilork,

It has been said that God chooses the ireak
things of the world to confound the wise, and
certainly the fact that illumination depends
on the release into the blood streum of a sub-
tle force which is generated in the intestinal
tract 1is one not likely to appeal to senti-
mental aesthetes, But there it is, a stubborn
fact, and for those who have eyes to see, real
beauty may be found in it,

Ponder the ideas of this lesson during the
coming weelk, Try to see in how many ways you
can penetrate the veil of appearances, and see
with the mind's eye that your personal activi-
ties are really responses tc the impact of the
Universal Will, See, if you can, nor little
by ‘little, in the dark cave of the ilouse of
Bread, the Life-power is weaving the vesture
of a finer vehicle, through which you will,
eventually, become consciously aware of your
union with the CWL IDENTITY,

COLORING INSTRUCTICHS

YOLLCG: Lantern rays, between black lines.

BLUG: Hermit'!s cap.

BRUIN: Staff, shoe,

GRAY: Robe (not right sleeve of undergarment),
foreground (not peaks).

VHITS: Hair, beard, right sleeve, :ountain
peaks,

IdDiGO or BLACK: Background. Indigo is deep
blue-viclet and black, The scene is
a night sky. Better use black, if you
are not skilled with colers,
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9 is said to be the number ¢f adeptship and
of prophecy. It is easy to see how the Hermit
represents adeptship, for he stands on a moun-
tain peak, His staff is in his left hand, to
show he does not need it for climbing, It is
evident +that he has reached the top, that he
stands at the summit of the path of eccult
attaimment,

That he represents prophecy is not so ob-
vious, though his vwhite beard and venerable
aspect suggest traditional conceptions of how
a prophet looks. Yet this picture really
does express the idea of prophecy,

A prophet, remember, is not merely one who
makes predictions, Any fortune-teller, or any
political campaign manager, might e called a
prophet, were that all., A true prophet is one
vwho Imcows his visien of the future is true
because it is founded on accurate understand-
ing of principles,

By applying his knovledge of principles te
the study of nations and races, a true prophet
can predict thelir future, Sometimes the writ-
ings of great prophets offer hope, "Change
your vays, and the evil I see may be averted.
Come back +o the Ylay of Liberation, and you
shall be fres,“

At other +times, their prophetic knowledge
shows +that a person or a nation has gone too
far in the wrong direction to avoid the ¢con-
sequences of evil behav1rg;] Then the voice of
prophecy is a voice of dodm,

The Hermit stands looking down over the
path h» has escended, Others are climbing the
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same vay, and he watches their upward progress
with benevolent interest, IHe is familiar with
every step, He knows all the by-paths. He

has himself surmounted every danger, He feels
for every <climber, and holds out his lantern
as a beacon of encouragement,

Vie need to keep remembering this. For the
Hermit is a symbol of the I AM which is at one
and the same time above and within us all, By
means of Key 9, Tarot tells us we are in con-
tinual contact with & Reality which knows all
we have ever thought, all we have ever dome,
and knows also every step of the path ahead of
us,’

This does not mean 'fate, as generally
understood, It does mean a kind or predestine-
tion, because we are all destined sometime
to reach the height whereon the Hermit stands,
Yet no "outside" force is driving us re-
morselessly onward., An indwelling Presence,
timeless because eternal, lknows every exper-
‘ience we must pass through in terms of time
and space, to fulfil +this destiny which is
ours,

Sympathetically and lovingly, this Presence
guides us., It sends the light of its emni-
science into our personal consciousness, te
give us courage to continue the journey.

The Hermit is “He who stands alone," The
title shows +this, being derived from a root
meaning "solitary." Thus the name of this Key
connects with +the Hebrew noun IChIDH, Yekhi-
dah, meaning "“the single, the indivisible,"
in Hebrew philosophy, the term for +the CNE
IDENTITY, just as Atman, in Sanskrit, desig-
nates the same Reality.

Yekhidah is said to be seated in the first
and highest sphere of being, named Kether, the
Crovn, and corresponding to the number 1. The
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Crovm is the Primal Will +to which, as you
learned from the preceding lesson, the upper
point of the letter Yod is assigned,

The Hermit, therefore, is a representation
of +the Ancient of Days, er the ONE IDEWTITY,
as the Will Power in the universe, To this
Poter all forms of its self-expression re-
spond, It has no eupport "other  than it-
self, Thus one book of Hebrew ilisdom says the
letter Yod is "above all (symbolizing the Fa-

r) and with Him is none other associated,"

l The name AB, Ab, Father, is-also the special
designation of the aspect of Reality which is
the seat of +the life-forece in human person=
ality.

" o stands alone" symbelizes adeptship

also, because an adecpt, consciously identify-

ing himself with all that is, by this very
attitude sets himself apart from all but oth-
ers like himself, because he cannot share his
knowledge writh those who do not comprehend it,

By reason of his superior knowledge, he must

needs be a hermit, Yet his is by no means the
proud separativeness of an egotist., There
was no tinge of egotism in the remark which
legend attributes to Einstein--that not twelve
men in all the werld could understand his the-
ory of relativity. Einstein says now that he
never made this remark, but even if he had, it
would have been free from egotism. [Superiop=
ity and lemeliness go together.) Yet the
loneliness of =a sage is not as the lonesome-
ness of +the unenlightened., A sage has vhat
the ignorant do not enjoy--continual compan-
jonship with the ONE SELF, unbroken awareness
of union with the One Reality which is the
sage's orm IDENTITY,

The scene in key 9 is a direct antithesis

to thet of the prece*\ding Key. In Key 8 we see
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fertile valley vmrmed by the sun, Here is
2 icy, wind-swept peak, wrapped in darkness,

This does not mean that they who reach the
2ights of adeptship receive naught for their
2ins but a sterile, i c y perception sef
astract +ruth, The Hermit himself is warmly
lad, He carries his own light, The c€ld and
irkness merely symbolize the latency of the
lery activity of the Cne Force, and are in
omtrast to the lion of Key 8., The heights of
’iritual consciousness seem cold amd dark to
r10se who have not scaled them; but they ho
sand upon these lofty peaks endure no dis-
omf ort e

The ice at the Hermit's feet is theg source
¢ the river in the Empress' garden, the same
iver which {flows behind the Emperor and the
hariet, This ice, +therefore, is the sub-
tance of the High Priestess' robe, in another
orm, That robe, as you read in Lesson 8,
jmbolizes the root matter which underlies all
ariations of form, In Key 9, the vibratory
otion of +the root matter is represented as
eing arrested and crystallized (ice), because
he symbolism of Key 9 refers to THAT which
ces not, itself, enter into action, though it
8 +the source of all activity throughout the
niverse.

A bearded ancient is the central figure of
his picture. He is the "Host Holy Ancient
me," identified in Qabalah with the Primal
¥ill, He is clad in gray, a mixture of black
and white, the colors of the High Priestess?
pillars, of the wand and rose of the Fool, and
of +the sphinxes which draw the Chariet, His
garment therefore represents the union and
equilibration of all pairs ef oppeosites,

His cap is shaped like a letter Yed. It is
blue, the celor of the High Priestess' robe,
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to intimate that the One Identity alvays per-
fectly recollects its owmn nature and powers,
The cap, moreover, is a sort of crowm, so that
this bit ef symbolism says to an initiated
observer: The Crown is Yod, No comment is
required. ~They who are ready to receive the

instruction compressed into these four words
will perceive the +tremendous import of the:

statement, Yet it would be impossible t0 give : '

any more 1light +o the unprepared, though e
devoted many pages to attempts at explanation,
The Hermit has brought his lantern and
staff from the valley below, whence he came,
The staff, a branch of a tree, is a product of
the organic side of nature, It refers to the
fiery activity of the serpent power of Key. 8,
The Hermit wused this voyer to help him climb
the mountain, and in some versions of Tarot
the staff is dravm to look like a serpemt., In
other versions, but not <+he older ones, a
cociled snake +vrith uplifted head is on the
ground in front of the Hermit, This is an
unnecessary addition. The staff itself is
sufficient indication of the serpent power,
The Hermit holds the staff in his left hand %o
show that he no longer needs it for climbing,
The staff grew, but the lantern was madg,
It is of glass and metal, derived from the ir-
organic side of nature. The basic principles
on which our understanding of cosmic law ig
founded are discoverable in the physical,
chemical and electrical activities of the min-
eral kingdem, Our chief source of illumind-
tion (the 1lantern) is man's adaptation o
these basic activities, Yet we rely on thd
Life-power 's expression through organic be.
ings {(the staff) t0 assist us in our effort:s
to rise above the limitations of self-con-

‘n
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sciousness to +the heights of superconscious
realization, '

The 1light in the lantern is from a six-
pointed star, The star 1is composed of two
interlaced equilateral triangles, From time
immemorial it has typified the wnion of eppo-
sites, One great aster of the Wisdom has
‘written that he who understands this symbol of
the hexagram in all its aspects is virtually
an adept. :

Because it is a symbol of the number 6, the
star has special Tarot reference to Key 6, It
indicates that discrimination is the source of
enlighterment. Astrologically, it refers te
Virgo, sixth sign of the =zodiac, which is
attributed to the letter Yod.

To Yod also is assigned the direction
North-Below, c¢orresponding to the line of the
Cube of Space in which North (Peh, Key 16) and
Below (Gimel, Key 2) are united. Vhat is sym-
bolized by Key 9 is something at work in man
at the subconscious level, This is true, in
spite of all the symbolism suggesting height,
Our contact with the ONZ IDENTITY is an inter-
ior contact, made in the darkness of the sub-
consciousness,

{Subconsciousness is our instrument for com-
monion with superconsciousness. ) T hu s the
Tarot tableau in Lesson 2 shows the number 9
between 2 and 16, as the agency which carries
che powver of 2 into the field of expression
represented by 16. The power expressed by the
Hermit is drawm from the source typified by
the High Priestess, and it is applied to the
activity symbolized by Key 16. Through right
recollection (Key 2) we come to know the ONE
IDINTIPY (Key 9), and +this knowvledge over-
throws all structures of separative delusien
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(Key 16). The lightning-flash in Key 16 is a
ray from the Hermit's lantern,

The line North-Below comnects the lower end
of +the 1line North-East (Heh, Key 4) to the-
Qower end of the line North-liest (Lamed, Key
11}, For Key 9 represents cosmic forces vworli
inp at subconscious levels to bring to bear
upon KXarma (Key 11) the ordering and control-
ling power of the Constituting Intelligence
(Key 4).

This is in accordance vAth the principle of
antithesis which makes every Key of Tarot a
contrast to the Key which precedes it., In
Key 8, the emphasis was on perscnal effort, on
wonscious control of the animal and other sub-
: “Torces, The stress in Key ¢ falls on
the doctrine that personal action is really a
response to superconscious influence., The
most important transformetiens are those of
which we are quite unconscious, They occur
belowr the threshold of consciobus awareness, in
that region of our physical bodies which, say
astrologers, is governed by the sign Virgo,

Yet these transfermations are direct consg-
quences of +the conscious effort pictured by
Key 8. Just as the reecord on the scroll of
the High Priestess 1is derived from what the
liagician observes, s0 is the eantact which iy
established interiorly, vwhereby w e becomg
avare of +the ONE IDENTITY, a consequence of
the working of the pomer of the Magician
through the agency of the vomgniin Key 8. For
it must be remembered that thls women is just
the instrumentality through vhich the liagiciax
works. It is his power that temes the lion,
not hers, :

Therefore Key 9 representgs not only the
rulership but also the exaltetion, of th¢
planet l'ercury. This astrolog.if,al doctrine,
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as applied in practical occultism, means that
our power to take conscious command of certain
processes which go on in the Virgo region of
the human body enables us to set a pattern for
subconsciousness, &a pattern vwhereby the human
body is transformed into a finer, regenerated
vehicle for the ONL SELF,

The actual building process is made pos-
sible by .changes in the blood stream., These
changes are initiated in the Virgo region of
the humen body,

They are never begun unttil on€@ understands,
intellectually sand rationally, the law vhich
makes them possible. One must know that sub-
consciousness is amenable to suggestion, One
must know that subconsciousness controls body-
functions and body structure., One must Imowr
that patterns impressed on subconsciousness
from the self-conscious level will begin alo>
terations in blood e@hemistry, in organic func-
tions, @nd even in the structure of certain
parts of +the body. One must know that the
human body is built from materials taken into
the blood stream from chyle in the small
intestine., All +this knowledge is really a
participation in the Constituting Intelligence
symbolized by the Emperor,.

It is head knowledge, brought into ocur per~
sonal field of consciousness by the functionms
of the brain, ruled by Aries. It is a sharing
of the vision of reality which is always pres-
ent to +the all-seeing eye of Universal Lind,
Thus it corresponds to the Emperer, and to the
direction North-REast,

Through bodily chenges occurring 3in the
Virgo region, this head knowledge is actually
incorporated into +the physical organism, It
is then brought %o bear on that part of the
body which, as being under the astrologieal
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dominion of Libra, corresponds to the line
Horth-ilest on the Cube of Space, and to Key 1l
“in Tarot,

Libra governs the kidneys and adrenals. In
the Libra area of the body are orgsns which
perform same of +the msst important physical
functions, This lesson is not the place to
discuss these functioms, which will come in
for more extended examination in the course
entitled PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF THE GREAT
UORK, Yet here is may be said that orgens in
the Libra area contrel the state of chemical
equilibrium in +the blood stream. (Upon this
equilibrium not only ordinary health, but also
the special organic condition peeulier to
adeptship, absolutely depends, )

The line North-Below comnects also the
northern end of the line East-Below, assismed
to the letter Cheth, and to Key 7, with the
northern end of the line West-Below, assigned
to the letter Ayin and ey 15. This relation,
like +that between Zain and Samekh, mentioned
. Lesson 20, must vmit explanation until we
study Key 15.,° In +the meantime, you should
take careful note of all the symbols on the
left-hand, or morthern, side of Key 7. Ix
these you will find indications as to the
sources of power expressed through the agenay
of EKey 9, and brought to bear through tha;
agency on vhat is pictured by Key 15.

In conclusion, we may say that the picturs
of the Hermit tells us that above the merely
personal level of our daily experience is
real Presence, which naw IS all that e a.splr(
to be, That Presence, however far off it ma}
seem, howvever inadequately we may understang
it, however shrouded in darkness and obscurity
its real nature, is friendly and helpful,
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Comprehend it we may not, Touch it we can,
whenever & remember to do so, Only by an
illusion are we separate from it., In truth it
enters into every detail of our lives., Ac-
tively present in all we think, or say, or do
is +this OCne Identity, +the Ancient of the
Ancient Ones, the fundamental and sole Will,
whence all manifestation proceeds,

Key 9 has direct commection with each of
the Keys preceding it. As the number 9, it is
the end of a numerical cycle, and includes
within itself each of the preceding numbers.

For instarce, the Hermit is comnected in
many weys with +the Fool, He is the Fool,
after the Jlatter's ascent from the valley of
manifestation, The Fool is Spirit in its as-
pect of Eternal Youth, The Hermit is the same
Spirit, in its aspect of ell-embracing experi-
ence, Both are really one, for youth and age
are but appearances of the No-Thing, which is
at once the youngest and the oldest reality in
the uwniverse,

This week +try to establish a logical con-
nection between Key 9 and the other Keys frem
O to 8 inclusive, You will find this exercise
of great benefit in your Tarot work, since it
is essential that you learn to recognize the
relationships existing among the Keys.  Skill
in this comes from practice, At first it may
seem difficult, but if you persist it will be
easier and easier, Be sure ycu make the at-
tempt. 1irite what you discover in your occult
diary,
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The number 10 is & combination of O and 1,
On page 6 of Lesson 2 is a statement that 10
symbolizes +the eternal creativeness of the
Life-power, the incessant whirling forth of
the self-expression of the Primal 1ill, the
ever-turning Wheel of HManifestation. ILet us
consider the meaning of this,

0 is a symbol of the Cne Force, 1 is a
symbol of +the POINT wherein that Foree s~
centrates itself. Concerning this, review the
instruction in Lessons 3, 4 and 5, At the
Central Point within itself, +the One Force
becones active, This, consequently, is the
Point where motion begins,

What vwe are thinking of nowr As prior to all
physical manifestation., It precedes the mani-
festaticn of things, It is the concentration
of erergy in free space, The free space, fur-
ther, is mental space, There is nothing but
consciousness of itself at this PCOINT where
the Cne spirit wakens into activity,

Because there can be no other mode of
activity at this first awakening of consci ous~
ness, the activity we are now considering must
be, as Judge Troward has pointed out, activity
which is wholly self-sustained. He goes on %o
say:

"The law of reciprocity, therefore, demands
a similar self-sustained motion in the materi-
al correspondence, and mathematical considera-
tions show that the only sort of motion which
can sustein « self-supporting body in vacuo is
a rotary motion, bringing the body itself into
8 spherical rarn,
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"™¥ow this is exactly what we find at both
oxtremes of the material wrorlde, At the big
end +the spheres of +the planets rotating on
their axss and revolving round the sun; and at
the 1little end the spheres of the atoms con-
sisting of particles which, modern science
tells wus, in like manner rotate around a com-
mon center at distances which are astroncmical
compared with +their own mass, Thus the two
ultimate wmits of physical manifestation, the
aton and the plenet, both £eliow the seme iaw
of self-sustained motion which we have foumd

at, on a priori grounds, they ought in order
to express the primary activity of Spirit,
And we may note in passing that this rotary,
or absolute, motion is a+r combination of the
only %o possible modes of relative motion,
that is to say centrifugal and centripetal mo-
tiongy so that in rotary or absolute motion we
find that both polarities of moticn are in-
cluded, thus repeating on the purely mechani-
cal side the primordial principle o f the
Unity including the Duality in itsell,"

‘This quotation from The Creative Process in
the Individual, pages 25-30, deserves careful
study. it is full of meat. Build up in your
mind an image of the initial whirling motion
in the vast expanse of the Limitless Light,

The doctrine of Rotation is one of the most
important in occcultism, for it is concerned
with the principles of growth, involution and
evolution, acticn and reaction, and the recip-
rocal relation between every pair of opposites
throughout +the universe, This doctrine, you
should remember, has to do with things in men-
ifestation, Do not confuse absoclubte motion

with +the Absolute, Absolute motion 1is so0
called because it 1is self-derived and self-
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sustained, without being dependent on, nor
conditioned by, other modes of activity,

The Hebrew letter ZKaph printed on Key 10
represents a hand in the act of grasping, or a
closed fist, Close your fist and turn it with
the thumb toward you., See how the forefinger
and thumb form a spiral,

The activity of the One Force is not simply
circular in form, It is spiral, Thus, and
only thus, is growth possible, does evolution
come about, The motion appears to return to
its starting-point, but at each revolution it
beging at a higher 1level. Review what was
said about spiral activity in Lesson 19, —

The basic idea suggested by Kaph is compre-
hension or graspe. As stated above, we deal in
this lesson with a law of finite manifesta-
tion, This law is within owr mental grasp.
It may be, and 1is, a law operative throughout
wimaginable immensities, Yet it is finite,
and we can coaprehend it. The principle of
rotation at work through the entire series of
cosmic manifestations is an intelligible prine-
ciple, We can understend and apply it. It
has been symbolized from time immemorial by a
turning wheel,

To Xaph, and +thus +to Xey 10, the planet
Jupiter is attributed, Astrology ealls it the
Greater Fortune, Myth makes Jupiter ruler of
the gods, and through their agency, master of
the destinies of man, Linking the idea of
comprehension implied by Kaph, the grasping
hand, to these ideas associated with Jupi-
ter, we have +the thought that it is possible
to comprehend the underlying law which governs
humen destiny,

Jupiter 1is the planet exalted in Cancer,
the sign comnected with Key 7. The wheels of
the Chariot represent the Law of Rotation,
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Review Key 7 and you will see some of the
practical applications of the Lawr of Rotation
to your own life, {Try to comprehend the idea
that even the least of yowr personal activie-
ties is a particular expression of some more
extensive cycle of cosmic activity. Then you
will begin to understond how it is that every
detail of your personal 1life-expression is
adjusted to the sweep of currents c¢f umiversal
energy.

Carried +to© ocompletion, such comprehension
enables man o0 free himself from every dis-
ease, every nisfortune, every semblance of
bondage,s The power of Jupiter, the sky-father
is man's power,

Yet +this must be comprehended truly., The
grasp of this truth is more than mere intel-
lectual apprehension of <the mneaning of the
words which say that whatever we dc¢ is part of
the cosmic ebb and flow, Te must realize it,
The Tarot Keys will help us do so, By their
aid we may plant +the seed-idea in subcoon-
sciousness, where it will grow, and bear fruit
in the comprehensiom we seek,

As +the sky-father (which is the literal
meaning of his name), Jupiter is god of cloud,
rain, lightning and thunder, This is close te
vhat science says concerning the nature of the
physical world. Everything physical 1is some
special form assumed by the electrical energy
which pervades +the atmosphere, The circula-
tion of this energy produces whatever there
is, A physical form mnay be thought of as
being a condensation of the electro-magnetic
“rain® which is the root-matter pervading all
space, and veiling the fiery energy of the One
Force, This root-matter, with its interior
fire, is the "water" of which occultists speak
so often,
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The mode of consciousness associated with
the letter Kaph is named "The Reweeding Intel-
ligence of Those Who Seek," or, "The Intelli-
gence of Desirous Quest," TWhat ¥his means is
that to ocomprenhend the Law of Rohgbion is to
secure the satisfaction of every desire, This
comprehension comes: to real seekers, and to
nobvody else, Lazy ninds cannot grasp truthe
[ He who has no definite idea of vhat he wants
never perceives the imner significance of the
Law of Rotation, |

In some respects +this. law is one of the
most obvious in nature, We see it in opera-
tion everywhere, Yet few persons understand
even part ¢f vhat it means,

Cne plain meaning is that irhat e send out
comes back to us. The present state of the
world is evidence that most persons do not see
the truth of this, If humanity would realizs
that its future=-not that of its children, but
its very own future~-~depends entirely on its
present actions, vars, strife and selfishness
would come to an end, The idea of separate
existence, of good to be obtained .at the
expense of others, would be wiped outy Do all
you can 0 perfect yow om grasp of this law,

liake yecur exercise this week an attempt to
see the Law of Rotation at work, Begin by
callirg +to mind every instance cf cyclic or
spiral activity _you can identify, Then exe
amine yourself, {Look back over yowr past, and
see how your experiences have run in cycles,
Tlatch your mncods, and you will find the sanme
alternation of ebb and flow, Think of your
present activities, and try to picture their
logical results in future experience, =
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Hermanubis, the rising figure,
Hermanubis (jackal=headed fizure,
except eye), eagle's tongue,
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THE 1HEEL OF FORTUNE

This version of Key 10 is a reproduction of
the correct esoteric designe From it Eliphas
Levi adapted the illustration in his Ritual of
the Sanctum Regnum, which he drew to reprssent
the Wheel of Bzekiel, Of this he vrote:

"The Wheel of Ezokiel is the type on which
all the Pantacles of the Higher liagic are
designed,

Mihen +the adept is in the blessed pesses-
sion of & full knowledge of the powers of the
Seal of Seolomon and of the virtues of the
Tlheel of Ezekiel, which is indeed eorrespond-
ent, in 1its entire symbolism, rith that of
Pythagoras, he has sufficient experience to
design talismans and Pantacles for any magical
purpose.

"The Wheel of Ezekiel contains the sclution
of the quadrature of the cirele, and demon=-
strates +the correspondence betireer words and
figures, letters and emblems; it exhibits the
tetragram of characters analogous to that of
the elements and elemental forms, It disv &
glyph of perpetual moticn. The triple ternary
is showm; the central point is the first
Ugitys three eircles are added, each with four
attributions, and +the dodekad is thus seen,
The state of wmiversal equilibrium is suggest-
ed by the counterpoised emblems, and the pairs
of opposites, The flying Eagle balances the
Man; the roaring jion counterpoises the labor-
ious Bull,"

In Hebrew 1ilisdom the number 10 is called
HLKVEh, Iialkuth, the Kingdom. A kingdom ex
presses the will and authority of its ruler,
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The Tarot Keys from O to 4 inclusive add up to
10, and a few minutes! inspection of these
Xeys will show you that they represent every-
thing fundamental +to the meaning of the nocun
"Hingdom,"

One Greek name for 10 was Pantelis, signi-
fying "all complete," or "fully accomplished."
WVestcott says: "Note thet ten is used as a
sign of fellowship, love, peace, and union, in
the ilasonic third token, the union of two five
- points of fellowship." Ten is also the number
of complete wmanifestation, according to the
Qebalists,

A cerrect comprshension or mental grasp
(Kaph) of +the +ten aspects of the Life=power
mentioned in the stateinents numbered from 1 to
10 in The Pattern on the Trestlebeard serves
to place the ruling power in its right posi-
tion in our thought, This ruling power 1s the
Reality designated by the Hebrew divine name
IHVH, jehoveh, identical in basic meaning with
the Jove or Jupiter of the Romans,

The +title of Key 10 refers to Jupiter, the
Lord of IMortune, according to¢ astrology. The
perfection of gzood fortune is brought about by
the right functioning of a center in the human
body, knovm in oecultism as the Jupiter cen-
ter. ?This 1is what anatomists call the solar
plexus, Do not be misled by their name for
it. It is not the Sun center. This greoup of
nerve cells, sometimes called the epigastric
plexus, is situated in the abdcmen behind the
stomach, JAmong the several ganglia it con-
tains, the most important are the sewilunar
ganglia, This organ, sometimes ¥mowm as the
abdominal brein, controls all the abdominal
viscera, and has comand of assimilation. {Its
cccult functions have to do with activities by




TAROT FUNDALENTALS 3
LiSSCH TVENTY-FOUR

means of which we may synchronize our personal
existence with the universal cycles of the
Life-power's self-expression, )

In the Cube of Spece, the letter Xaph and
Kev 10 correspond tc¢ the direction Tiest, This
is +the <face of the Cube nearest the observer
in diagrams like those in Lesson 18. Because
nearest +to us, this western face of the cube
represents those events a n d circumstances
ymich, at any given moment, are in the immedi-
ate present,

{That surrounds us now is, however, the cul-
mination of & stream of events coming out of
the paste Thus the present situation repre-
sents +the end of a cycle of preceding activi-
.ties;?»For This regson the present moment is
symbolized by the direction West, the place of
sunset, corresponding to0 the end of a "day,"
In occultism generally, as in the first chap=
ter of Genesis, the word "day" stands for any
time-period,

By its space attribution, Key 10 is im
contrest to ey 3, the Empress. The latter is
the Tarot symbol of the direction East, the
place of sunrise or dawm. It represents the
first stages of & cycle of manifestation, ﬁ’;ey
10 represents the culmination of a stream of
events having their origin in what is picturcd
by the Empress, 2

Because there is a sense in which a whole
series of events is continuous with its origin
or cause, we may say +that Key 10 is another
aspect of the Empress. Thus we find that one -
of the names for Malkuth in Qabalah is Bride,
while another is Queen, and both words are
applicable to the Empress.

The conneeting link betiwreen East and Vest,

in the Cube symbolism, is a horizontal line,
connecting the center of the eastern face with
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the center of the western face. To this line
is attributed Mem, the second of the three
Mother letters, associated with the element of
water, snd with Tarot Key 12, "™Water" is the
root matter, and the root matter is what links
the origins represented by East to the conse=-
guences corresponding to West, Cf this, more
when we come to Key 12,

In +the symbols of Xey 10 the bull, eagle,
lion and man are supported by clouds, to re-
mind us that Jove and Jehovah are geds of rain
and lightning and thunder. The four animals
are the ones mentioned in Ezekiel and Revela-
tion.

The lion corresponds to Yod (I), the first
letter of IHVH., The eagle is the second let-
ter of that name (H). The man stands for the
third letter (V). The bull i® the last letter
{the second H).

These living creatures are related also to
the four fixed signs of the zodiac. The lion
is Leo, the eagle Scorpio, the man Aquarius,
and the bull Taurus,. These are the 5th, 8th,
11th eand 2nd sigus. -Their numbers in the
zodiacal series add to 26, which is the sum of
the numeral values of the letters in IHVEH,

These four creatures are shown in the arms
of Freemasonry, On Xey 10 they are placed in
the corners of +the design to illustrate the
statement (quoted in Acts 17:28 from a hymm to
Jupiter, written by the Greek poet Cleanthes):
"In him we live and move and have our being,"
The same thought dis in these lines from the
Kaivalya Upanishad:

MTithin me the universe came into being;
Within me the universe is established;
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Within me the universe passes away=-
This Brahma, without a second, I myself
am Ito“

The solution of the quadrature of the cir-
cle, mentioned in our quotation from Eliphas
Levi, is indicated by the total value of the
eight letters on the wheel, Reckoned accord=-
ing +to their Ilebrew values, they add to 697,
and the sum of the digits of this number is
224 If the Roman letters be reckoned accord=
ing to +their values in the Latin Cabala Sim-
plex, the +total of the Hebrew and the Roman
is 74, which reduces to 11.

The relation of these numbers to the quade
rature of the circle goes back to very ancient
times, 22 represents the relation of the cir-
cumference of a circle to its diameter. This
is only an approximate "squaring of the cir-
cle,"” but it is close enough for all practical
purposes, The ratio is that of a circumfer-
ence of 22 +to a diameter of 7, which is the
same as a circumference of 11 to a diameter of
L, Doth these numbers, 7 and 3%, occur as
symbolic numbers in +‘the Bible, and in other
occult writings,

The fact that this quadrature is only ape-
proximate has its owm lesson for us. Ve never
can take the exact measure of a manifestation
of +the Infinite, because the Infinite itself
is immeasurable, 1le can make practical ap-
preximations., This truth has been brought
home +to modern science by the quantum theory.
Tlose averages, rather than absolute measures,
are the tools of scilentific research,

The relation between 22 as circumference
and 7 as diameter is a key to many occult for-
nulas of great value. It occurs in the Bible,
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in BEgyptian hieroglyphics and architecture, in
ancient magical medals, in certain passages of
Oriental books on Yoga, and elsewhere., As you
progress in your occult studies, it will come
up again and again,

The tetragram (four-letter combination) of
characters Levi mentions is shown in the
middle circle of the whesl., At the top, under
the letter T, is the charactér for alchemical
liercury. At the right, beside the letter A,
is the symbol for sjlehemical Sulphur, At the
left, Dbeside the lefter O, is the barred cir-
cle representing alchemical Salt, Above the
letter R, at the bottom of the cirele, are the
two vavy lines sometimes used by alchemists to
symbolize Dissolutions Because this symbol is
used also for the sign Aguarius, and Agquarius
corresponds to the Man among the living crea-
tures, it may be understood to represent lan
as the dissclver of the phantoms of illusion,

liercury, Sulphur end Salt, the three "prine
ciples" of +the alchemists, correspond to the
three gunes, or gqualities, mentioned by wri-
_ ters on Hindu philosophy. (Do not be confused
by "principles" and "qualities™ as used in the
special senses here indicated.)

Lercury corresponds to the Sattva-guna, or
Wisdom, In these lessoms, we call it super-
consciousness,

Sulphur corresponds +o0 the Rajas-guna, or
passion and desire, inciting to action, This
is +the main characteristic of ordinary self-
conscious awareness,

Salt corresponds to the Temas-guna, or the
quality of inertia, This is +the dominant
characteristic of what we call subconscious-
ness.

The symbol for dissolution, which stands
also for the sign of Man, Aquarius, reveals an
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important truth. In both alchemy and yoge
(which have the same objectives, and work with
the same materials, by identical methods), man
learns to dissolve the various forms o f
appeararce which surround him, extract their
essence, assimilate that essence to himself,
and project it in new forms modified by his
ereetive imagination., Here is the thecry of
practical occultism in a sentence,

In the smallest circle is showm the alchem=-
ical symbol for the Quintessence, or Spirit,
This corresponds to0 the Akasha of the Eindus.
The symbol is an eight-spoked wheel, like that
which is repeated ten +times on +the outer
garment of the Fool,

The center of the wheel, as Levi says,
represents the First Unity, wheace all motion
originates, The central PCINT is the Arche=-
typal ¥orld of the Gabalists, symbolized also
by the Imobs at the top of the staff and crom
of the Hierophante It is the world in vwhich
all +the potencies of manifestation, however
extensive that manifestation may be, are com-
centrated intc a single FUINT.

Surr ounding this center, the smallest cir-
cle stands for the Creative Vlorld, or mental
plane, This is symbolized also by the upper
bar of <the Eierophant's staff, and by the
topmost of his three crovmse

In the next circle are the alchemical
symbols of the forces active in the Formative
World, This is represented by the middle bar
of +the Hierophant's staff, and by the second
of his three crowms,

The outer cirecle, containing letters which
suggest the manifestation of the WICRD, or +the
Logos, stands for the Material Verld, or World
of Action., This is symbolized by the lowest
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bar of the Hierophant'!s staff, and by the lew-
est of his three crowms.,

The eight -ssgments of thd emallest circle
duwvide - ibtes circumference into arcs of 45
degrees. 45 is +the value of the Hebrew noun
ADM, Adam, the generic name for humanity, like
the Latin homo, which also adds to 45, by Lat-
in Cabala Simplex, What is suggested here is
that the essential spiritual being, or Quin-
tessence, is the same Life-power which is the
spirit of humanity,

The eight radii of this cirole remind us
that 8 is the number of Hermes, and of Christ,
"fﬁey indicate +that the secret of mestering
circumstance 1is to be sought in the fact that
the innermost spirit of humanity is identical
vith the ruling power (Christos, the Anointed)
which sets the wheeling activity of the cosmic
cycles into motion.

The field wherein man may apply the royal
powver of +the Central Spirit is in the I"orma-
tive World, He does this by combining the
three alchemical principles in the Great York
vhich dissolves all seeming obstacles by the
"philosophical Mercury," This is the right
knowledge, Or true comprehension, suggested by
the meaning of +the letter~-name Xaph, the
grasping hand. {Dissolution makes available
the various energies locked up in form,/

The letters in the outer circle spell IIHVH,
Jehovah, in Hebrew, and Rota, iTheel, in Latine

he letters of Rota may be arranged to form a
sentence (in rather barbarous Latin): RCTA
TARG ORAT TCRA AT(R, It means: The ilheel of
Tarot speaks the Law of Ator, Ator is one
Latin spelling for +the name of the Egyptian
goddess Hathor, personifying Nature and Venus.
Thus the Law of Ator is the Law of the Empress
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in Tarot, These letters are written in the
outer circle, to remind us that the lMaterial
Yorld is really the plane of the uttered VIURD
of the indwelling Spirit,

The serpent - on the descending side of the
wheel is yellow, tc represent light, Its wavy
form symbolizes vibration, It stands for the
descent of the Serpent Power, FFohat, into the
field cf physical manifestation, Thus it
represents the involution of Light into Form,

Hermanubis, the red figure rising on the
right side of the wheel, stands for the ewolu=
tion of form, and is a specific symbol of the
average present developmeat of human personal-
ity. He has =a human body, with a jackalls
head, to show that humanity as a whole has not
evolved beyond the intellectual level. His
eers rise above the horizontal diameter of the
viheel, tc indicate that through interior hear-
ing (Intuition, Xey 5) man is begimning to
have some knowledge of the segment of the cy-
cle of evolution through which he is destined
to rise,

The segment of the wheel between lermanubis
and the Sphinx contains the letter Yod, which
is represented in Tarot by the Hermit, ilhat
canpletes the unfoldment of man, and develops
powers beyond his intellectual level of con-
sciousness, is an organic change. To effect
this change 1is to accoaplish the Great Vork,
and the letter Yod is a symbol of that accom-
plishment, For the perfection of the liork is
the identification of the personal "self," the
Ego seated in the heart, with the Ancient of
Days, the Silent iatcher of Key 9,

The Sphinx symbolizes +the perfection of
this identification., She carries a sword, the
weapon corresponding to the element of air, to



TAROT FUNDALENTALS
LESSGH TUENTY-FCUR 10

the Formative 1liorld, and to the letter Zain,
represented in Tarot by Key 6. Thus her weapon
stands for conquest in the Pormative Vlorld, or
plane vwherein the subtle forces of the Life-
Breath are at work, This conguest is effected
by right disceriminatione

The Sphinx combines the two principal ele=-
ments 1in +the symbolism of Key 8, She has a
women's head and breasts, combined with the
bedy of a male lion, She is the union of male
and female powers, the perfect blending of
forees which, at 1lower levels of perceptiom,
appear Lo be opposed,

A brief sumary of the meaning of Key 10
is: All cycles of natural manifestation are
cycles in the orderly expression of Cne Power,
which is 1identical with the innerr:ost Spirit
of liane

There 1is also a statement in The Kybalion
which has a direet bearing on the meaning of
Key 10, It is quoted from certain ancient
writers whe declared:

"The farther +the creation is from +the
Center, the more it is bound; the nearer the
Center it reaches, the nearer free is it."

-=The Kybalion, p. 179,

3
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ACTION - EQUILIBRIUM

“"Eouilibrium is +the basis of the Gyeat
Tiork," says an occult maxim, This doctrine is
behind all the meanings of Key 1ll,.

Consider the number itself, Its digits
equal each other, Thus 11 is itself a glyph
of balance, or equilibrium, Hence it typifies
equality, parity, symmetry and poise, 1l'is
similar +to the zodiacal sign Gemini, II, aad
to the Romon nuneral II. For the idea of e=
guilibrium inmplies that of duality. Balance,
says Eliphas Levi, is the result of equalizing
opposing activities or forces,

"Equilibrium is +the result of two forces,
but if these were absolutely and permanent-
ly mqual, equilibrium would be #mmobility, and
conscqueatly the negation of life. lLiovement
is +the result of alternated preponderance--
varmth after cold, mildness after severity,
affection after anger--this is the secret of
perpstual motion and the prolongation of pow-
er, To operate always on the same side and in
the same mamner is to0 overload one side of a
balance, and the complete destruction of equi-
librium will socon results Everlasting car-
ressing wuickly engenders disgust and anti-
pathy, in the same way that constant coldness
or severity alienates and discourages affec-
tion in the end,"

The Kybalion states the same law thus; "“To
destroy an undesirable rate of vibration, put
in operation the Principle of Polarity and
concentrate wupon +the opposite pole to that
which you desire to suppress." The same book
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gives this excellent summary of the Principle
of Polarity:

"Gverything is dual; everything has poles;
everything has its pair of opposites; like and
unlike are the same; opposites are identical
in nature, but different in degree; extremes
neet; all truths are but half-truths; all
paradoxes may be reconciled,”

The Hebrew letter on this Key is Leamed, It
means "ex-goad." Thus it suggests the idea of
control, combined with that of incitement, An
ox=-goad impels an ox to0 move, and keeps him on
the road chosen by the driver,

In the Hebrew alphabet the Ox is Aleph, the
letter represented in Tarot by the Fool, Yet
it 1is not really true that we incite the su-
perconscious Life-pover t0 enter into action,
Nor is it true that we exert any contrel over
it, or do anything to determine its perfectly
free and spontaneous activity. On the other
hand, we do seem %0 dc both these things.

What really occurs is that the Life-power
directs itself, by means of the functions of
persunal consciousness represented by the let-
ter Lamed and by Key 11, These functions
appear to originate +within us., Persons who
are ignorant of +the +true situation suppose
these activities to be peculiar to themselves,
but they are mistaken,

For all practical purposes, however, they
who Imow +the truth of the matter act just as
if they were directing +the Life-~power., They
Inow better, but they act "as if," just as a
man who knows the sun does not revolve roud
the earth may find it convenient to reckon the
how by +the sun's apparent position in the
skye

The shape of the letter Lamed is that of a
serpent., It represents the same force we dis-
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cussed in our stufy of Teth and Key 8. Teth
is +the c¢ciled serpent, Lamed 1is +the soame
sneke, uncoiled and active,

The sign Libra is attributed to Lamed. Its
name means "scales," and this makes obvious
the correspondence between this sign and the
eleventh Tarot Key.

Astrologers say Libra governs the kidneys,
whose funetion is to maintain the chemical
equilibrium of the blood, The kidneys are
organs whose function is both eliminative and
balancing, They clear the blood stream of the
impurities which are produced by bodily ac-
tion, and thus maintain the proper balance of
its elementse.

The ruler of Libra is Venus. You will re=-
member that Venus, in Tarot, is connected with
creative imagination., All occult practice
¢ells creative imagination into action. Books
on yoma are full of exercises in mental
imagery. The writings of alchemists and magi-
ciens abound in similar instructien. Liodern
metaphysical <teachers make extended applica-
tion of +the same principle. The analytical
psychologists wuse mental imagery in treating
neuroses, Creative imagination is the basis
of all practical work with Tarot,

Imagination builds faith., True imagina-
tion--not mere fantasy--rests on +the firm
foundation of science. The Araobian Nights
in +their tale of the liagic Carpet, give us a
fanciful mnotion of flying; but from Leonardo
de. Vinci to the designer of the China Clipper,
true creative imagination has justified man's
faith in his power to fly. With every advance
in exact Inowledge, in exact weighing and
measuring, coreative imagination grows clearer
and sees farther., Leonardo had his faith,
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though he never flew, sand he made valuable
contributions to the science of sviation. The
Arabian story-teller contented himself with
flights of fancy. He rendered no service to
the cause of the ccnquest of z2ir, because he
had no real faith in the possibility that man
might master that element,

Faith 1is a prime requisite for the accom-
plishment of +the Great Tork, Without faith
you can do nothing, You must have confidence
in the principles vhereby you operate. Yen
must have faith in yourself, Hence occult
schools malke +their pupils familiar with the
lives and achievements of sdepts who have com~
pleted +the Great Wiork, Study the 1lives of
Jesus and Buddha, In what they said and did,
the principles of the Great Work are explained
and exemplified,

The planet exalted in Libra is Saturne It
represents the power of limitation which makes
possible the manifestation of specific forms,
The power of limitaltion is the active power
at work in what Crieatals call Karma, It ex-
presses itself to us as undeviating Justlce.
Hence the Saturn power has its highest mani-
festation in +the Great 17ork which enables us
to control Karma,

KHan can make a full and complete conquest
of his future, He can make whatever Karma he
chooses, Some persons are so afraid of "mak-
ing bad Karma" thet they do nothing whatever
to improve the conditions in wvhich they live,
Cthers are afraid of "interfering" with Karma,
Don't worry about that, It can't be done,

You can generate fresh Karma, but you can~
not change immutable law, nor interfere with
it. You must reap what you sow, but you may
select your seeds, and so determine the nature
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of tomorrow!s harvest. As for today's tares
among the wheat, use your discrimination. You
can put even bad Karma to good use, if you are
ingenious, ;

There is also the type of person who "ine
vites his FKarma," and immediately thereafter
begins to have all sorts of unpleasant experi-
ences, which he "bears" with a proper facial
expression of uncomplaining martyrdom! That
has really happened is that he has had the
silly notion that Kerma is identical with sore
row and disaster., Thus he has more of less
definitely imagined evil forms of experience,
and subconsciousness faithfully reproduces his
imaginations in the materials constituting his
environment, These self-deluded martyrs have
not called dovm their Xarma fram a Pandora's
box of afflictions in the custody of the Lords
of Destiny, They have simply indulged their
imaginaticns in making patterns of evil, and
vhat they get is wheat they have made,

e cannot esmcape from Karma, because in all
the wuniverse there is no such thing as inae=-
tion, and the 1literal meaning of Karma is
action, The same meaning is behind the Hebrew
noun translated "ork,"

This 1is attributed +to the letter Lamed,
The fruit of what we call "inaction" is loss
of faculty and function, because what is not
used atrophnies. Yet this very loss of pawer
is action in the wrong direction, Te work as
hard to fail as we do to succeed--harder, in
fact. Thus Madame Blavatsky wrote: “Inaction
in a deed of mercy is action in a deadly sin,"

The +truth of the whole matter is found in
the admonition: "ihatsoever thy hand findeth
to do, do it with thy might." This does not
mean you should exert as much force in picking
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up & pin as you would to lift a crowbar,
M7ith thy mnight" means you must apply your
whole power +to0 whatever you do, whether the
expenditure of energy be small or great, This
takes concentration, a n d concentration is
basically limitation, the power of Saturn, for
concentration eliminates every distraction
which takss force awmy from the work you have
in hand,

CULCRING INGIRUCTICHS

YBLLGI: Between curtains in background,

GREEN: Surrounding square on crovm; cape
over shoulders,.

BLUE; Sleeves (same shade as canopy of

: chariot in Key 7).

INDIGO: The letter T on waman's breast,

VIOLET: Curtains (not ropes, tessels or '
fringe), oval round neck, veil
connecting pillars of throne (a
lighter viclet for this veil).

GRAY 3 Throne and dais,

GOLD: Balances, sword hilt, rings hold-
ing ropes on curtains, outline

: and peaks of crowm,

STEEL ¢ Sword blades

ViHITE: Shoe, square on crown, panels be-
side T on woman's breast,.

BLUIIDEs Hair.

RED: Circle in square on crowm, gar-
ment (not cape or sleeves), ropes
tassels and fringes on curtains,
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TARCT FUNDALFNTALS
LESSON THERTY-SIX
JUSTICE

The background of Key 11 is the some yellow
that is showm on Eeys 1 and 8. The Lawr of
Bguilibrium is brought to bsar through the di-
rective activiby of suvlf«conscisusness, and by
meons of the Serpent Pover (Keys 1 and 8).

The two curtains suggest duality and polar-
ity, ond their symmetrical arrcngement typi-
fies balance, Their folds are reminiscent of
the drapery of the Hipgh Priestess, and sugcest
vibration, Their color, viole®, is complemen-
tary to the yellow backgrowmd. It is also the
color associated with the letter Xaph and with
ey 10. This means that the mschanical aspect
of wniversal manifestation sympbolized by the
YHEBL OF URTUNE vells the living, conscious
IDENTITY behind,

The throne repeats the symbolism of the
pillars of the High Priestess, and the wveil
betieen them. Iere the pillars are part of
the throne, and are surmounted by pomegraonates
instead of letus buds; to shor that the activ-
ity represented by Key 11 has arrived at the
stage of fruiticne

The ecrom 1is surmounted by 2 triple orna-
ment, This refers to the letter Shin, printed
on Key 20, which is in close correspondence
with Keys 2 and 11, This triple ornament rep-
resents +the Serpeunt Pcwer which, in its most
exelted menifestotion, releases human con-
sciousness from the limitations of <threo=-
dimensional interpretaticns of experience,

The circle sand sguere on the front of the
crotm refer +to the movement of Spirit within
physical form. This little detail of the sym-
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bolism is also connscted with ey 10, which
shows o wheel or circle moving in space bound-
ed by the four mystical animals.

The ornament on the breast of Justice com-
bines a T-cross with an ellipse., The cross is
indigo, the color associated with Saturn. This
dstail foreshadows +the mathematical elements
combined in the composition of Key 21, It 1is
a reference also t +the exaltatien of Saturn
in Libra. ;

The pointed blade ¢f the sword has the same
basic meaning as thie ox-goad. The blade is of
steel, the mesal ruled by,liars, in reference
to the fact that vhenever vhe Venus force dom-
inant'in Libra ccmes into play, the lars force
is ‘active also, Venus and lars are complemen-
tary. The activity of one alvays excites the
activity of the other, '

The hilt of the sword is a T-crosss. Thus
the wuplifted hilt of the sword is ancther in-
' dication of the exaltation of Satwrn in Libra.
The sword-hilt is golden, relating it to the
Sun, whose metal is gold. Here is a hint of a
profound alchemical secret, having to do with
the transmutation of "lead" intec "gold"; but
there is a simpler menning also, Satwrn rep-
resents limitation and form. The Sun stands
for 1light and radiation, When the power of
limitation 1is wused positively it is cambined
with +the radiant energy of the Sun, Thus
enlightenment exalts form,

In +the alphabet, Zain is the letter which
corresponds to the sword. A sword cuts off.
Thus it symbeolizes the eliminative processes,
rhysical and mental. This is, of course, a
surrespondence to Libra, which governs the
kidneys, +the organs which maintain the chemi-
cal equilibrium of +the bloocd by eliminating
waste, Psychologically, the practical meaning
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of the sword is: "Use right discrimination to
rid yourself of everything useless, to free
yourself from attachment, from prejudice, and
from resentment and regret."

The scales represent weighing and measure
ing, or the exercise of mental powers related
to mathematics, The pans of +the scales are
semicircular. ilence each semicircle stands
for 11, since 22 is the number representing a
complete circle,

Thus +the pans of the balance revresent the
equilibration of the 1l pairs of complementary
activities represented by the 22 letters of
the Hebrew alphabet and +the 22 Tarot Keys,
The pans of the balance are golden, ¢ show
that all these pairs of activities are modes
of +the single force, radiat energy, physi-
cally manifested as solar force.

The length cof the cross-bar of the scales
is +the same as that of each of the lines sup=-
porting the pans. Thus seven equal straight
lines are shovm, They refer to the seven as-
pects of the Life-power represented by Xeys 1,
2, 3, 10, 16, 19 and 21--the Keys correspond-
ing to Mercury, the Lioon, Venus, Jupiter,
Lliars, the Sun and Saturn, These seven heaven-
ly bodies correspond also to the seven alchem-
ical metals, and t0 the seven centers in the
human ©Dody which bear the same planetary
names. Again, the seven Xeys just mentioned
correspond, through +their respective Hebrew
letters, +o the six sides and interior center
of the Cube cf Space.

The seven equal lines of the balance refer
also to the relationship of Xey 11 to the sign
Libra, which is the seventh sign of the zodi-
acal series. This 1is +the same sort of hint
that is given in Key 9, twhere the six-pointed
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star in +the Hermit's lantern is a reminder
that Virgo is the sixth sign,

The seven equal lines remind wus of the
seven-sided figure, or heptagon, which appears
s0 often in alechemical diagrams, This hepta~
gon is the geemetrical basis for the construc-
tion of the seven-sided vault deseribed in the
Rosierucian Pama Fraternitatis,

In Xey 11 the arrangement of the seven
lines indicates a square couabined with twe
triangles, The number of the square is 4, and
twro triangles ars twice 3, or 6, Hence, by
their arrangement, the seven equal lines give
a hint of the number 10, as well as a direct
presentaticn of 7,

In occult arithmetie 10 and 7 are related,
The sum of the numbers from 1 to 7 is 28, and
the digits of 28 add to 10. That is weighed
and measured by the scales of Justice is the
complete manifestation of the persomal activi-
ties syubolized by ey 7, The activities,
though seeinpgly origineting in the field of
versonolity, earc really cosnic operations ale
so, Yence the cheriot moves because it is on
wheels, and the wheels represent vhat is mere
explicitly symbolized by Key 10. The Law of
Karme. 1is the consequence of the rctation of
the cosmic cycles,

The direction assigned tc Lamed and Key 11
is Horth-liest. This is +the 1line of the Cube
of Space at the junction of the western face,
assigned to0 Kaph and Key 10, with the northern
face, assigned to the 1letter Peh and Key 18.
The latter Key relates to liars, and Key 10 is
a symbol for Jupiter,

5 for look at Key 11, On - its 1left-hand, ar
northern side, you see the uplifted sword of
liars. In the other hand of Justice is the
pair of bealances, whose two semicdircular pans,
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fitted together, would make a sphere or wheel,
Thus the outstanding elements of the symbolism
of Xey 11 are directly comnected with the two
directions, North and ¥est, joined in the line
assigned to Lamed,

The line North-liest connects the western
end of the line North-Above (assigned 4o Key 8
and Teth) with the western end of the line
North-Below (assigned to Fey 9 and Yod). Be=
cause the general meaning of West, as explaine-
od in Lesson 24, 1s the completion of a cycle
of activity, it follous that Key 11, joining
the western ends of the lines corresponding to
Keys 8 and 9, represents the culmination of
the activity symbolized by these two Keys,

Key 8 has +to do with conscious, and Key 9
with subconscious activities which reach ¢om-
pletion in what is represented by Key 1l. The
modification of Karma, by right discrimination
and right judgment, applied to work or action,
is +the outcome of processes typified by Keys
8 and 9, T

Key 11, as related to the line North-ilest,
is likewise what joins the northern ends of
the 1lines WVest~Above (assigned to Samekh and
Key 14) and Yest-Below (assigned to Ayin and
Key 15); but the explanation of this must wait
till we coaae to the interpretation of these
two Keys,

The cape of Justice 1s green, the color
attributed to Venus, In one scale of color
correspondences, green is also the color which
is associated with Libra.

The woman's robe is red, color complement
to green, It symbolizes the liars force which
energizes the muscular system. This force has
to do with the function of the adrenal glands,
governed by Libra, becausz the adrenals con-
trol the tonicity of the entire muscular sys-
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tem. The general symbolic meaning of the robe
thus relates to what enables us to work,

The dais and throne are of stone, meaning
that <the Law of BEquilibrium is operative even
in the mineral kingdom. For many persons, the
physical plane is the only one concerning
which they have any direct sense-experience.
Tarot means us to wderstand that if we inter~
pret correctly our experience of the physical
plane we shall learn all that is necessary to
know in corder to begin wusing the Lew of

Equilibrium,
"That which is above is as that which is
below," Cne need not be able t0 sense higher

planes in order to see the law at work,

This week consider your acticns more care=
fully +then you have ever done before, GO
about your daily +tasks earnestly, no matter
how +trivial +they may seem. o cne ever did
great things well who had not first dome well
with small +things,

Go about your work in a poised, qulet Mo~
" nere Vlhen you sit dovm to study, sit still,
Teach your body the meaning of balance,

Fear not, Dismiss anxiety. Banish the
mood of haste. 1ilhatever you do, remenber that
every personal action is really a particular
expression of +the perfect Life-force, Above
all, train yourself to fashion clear forms for
vour desires, and to 1look upom these mental
images as present realities.
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REVERSAL

The symbolism of Xey 12 is as obviously re-
lated to the Law of Reversal as is that of Key
11 to the Law of Equilibrium. The application
of +this law finds expression in the mental
attitude of the truly wise, which is the exact
reverse of popular opinion, That on which the
wise set high value is accounted as nothing in
the estimation of the average man, This is
ome reason the first Tarot picture is named
the Fool, and numbered Zero,

The series of Tarot Keys is intended bo
effect a reversal of the superficial, deluded
interpretation of the wiver se which hclds the
ordinary humen being in bondage, Hence Key 12
is (a symbol of the state of absolute freedom,)
as experienced by the wise; but this state is
indicated by a combination of symbols which
looks like a picture of bondage and sufferinge.

The Hebrew letter klem, printed on this Key,
means waters or seas, and this letter-name is
alse the generic Hebrew noun corresponding to
our word water., It refers, likewise, to the
metaphysical substance which is called “water"
in various texts of occultism.

Water symbolizes +the Law of Reversal be=
cause water reflects everything upside dovm,
liore than this, no one byt a person who has
experienced the reversal of consciousness pic=-
fured in Key 12 can understand what is really
meant in occultism by "water," Others may ap-
proach the truth intellectually, but they only
who saectually have experienced reversal can
fully comprehend the Water of the Viise, as
alchemists call ite
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In connection with +the symbolism of the
High Priestess, you learned to identify water
with subconsciousness. You learned also that
subconsciousness is actually the substance of
every form in the universe--that it is the ONE
THING from which all things are made, Conse-
quently, it will be easy to recognize the letw
ter llem as signifying the Mother Deep, or Root
of Nature, This is carried out further by the
fact that this letter 1is e of the three
Mother letters of the Hebrew alphabet, the two
others being Aleph and Shin, These three lete
ters represent three aspects of the Absolute,
or the A.LL. -

T. ¢ vniversal subconsciousness is also your
personal subconsciousness, Its creative powe
ers are those whiech you govern by means of
suggestion, as explained in SEVEI STEPS,

Cne +thing which makes all forms of mental .
and occult vpractice seem difficult is the
suppositicn that what we have to do demands an
exertion of scme intangible mental power,
which must be pitted against the inertia of a
very teigible pnysical reality, This "matter™
surrocurding us sSeems to be so dense, S0
resistant, so hard to move, that most persous
regard as preposterous the notion that mere
thinking can have any power oOver external
conditions, ‘

A wise man is not deceived by this surface
appearance, LKe sees himself surrounded by
things which have neither the solidity nor the
inertie his unaided senses report., He under-
stands +that the densest forms of physical
substance, as wll as the lightest gases, are
really forms of emergy, built up from infini-
tesimel, widely separated "drops®™ o f the
"water" of the alchemists,
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Thus, when he begins to attack the practi-
-cal protiem of changing conditions by changing
his +thinking, he does not face the difficulty
wnich besets one who believes what his senses
report concerning the things in his environ-
ment, A practical ocecultist lkmows there is no
difference between the energy which takes form
as thought and the energy which takes formpga
a diamond, a plece of metal, or any other

physical object., He Inows, moreover, that
thought-forms are centers of more intense and
more lasting activity then physical things,

Thus the oceult +teaching about water as
substence, which, in meny respeets, is pre=-
cisely the same as the scientifis conception
of. the electrical-constitution of matter, en-
ables an aspirant to effect a reversal in his
environment, By means of this reversal he is
able to free his mind from %he evb§ection to
appearances which prevents most persoms from
using mental imagery to change conditions for
the better,

The number 12 is almost inexhaustible in
its meanings. In this respect it is like the
number 7. It is also related to that number,
12 is ths product of 3 and 4, and 7 is the sum
of the same two numbers, =

You are familiar with 12 and 7 as repre-
senting the number of zodiacal signs and the
numberr ©of heavenly bodies knowm t0 ancient
astronomy. 12 is asscciated with the idea of
completeness, because tirelve months and twelve
signs O the zodiac round out o year,

Since 12 is composed of the digits 1 and 25
and we read the digits in a composite number
from right to left, 12 expresses the manifes-

“bation of 2 through the agency of 1, In Tarot
2 is the High Priestess and 1 is the Magician,
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Hence +this reading of 12 suggests an out-
pouting of +the powers of subconsciousness
~through the fixation of the conscicus mind!s
power of attention., Precisely this is what .
the Hanged lian typifies,

Then concentration is prolonged, the effect
produced is vhat Hindus call Samadhi. Oubward
effects of Samadhi include profound trance,
and  the suspension of most of the bodily
functions, The inner result is direct experi-
ence of superconsoiousness, This is the union
of personal ¢ onseiousness with the universal,
attained by practices which quiet the mind,
and suspend the formation of chains of associ-
ated ideas,

The title of the Key, the donged Man, re-
fers to the result of such practices, Without
chonging its meaning we might call it the Sus~
pended lian,

Tien® is an English noun derived from the
Sanskrit root manas, meaning mind as the
thinking prineiple, Tc the initiated, there-
fore, the title of Xey 12 suggests the suspen=-
sion of perscnal mental achivity. This is
achieved by concentration,

Vthen +this suspension cf personal activity
is effected, there is a release of those mare-
velous powers of subeconsciousness which make
themselves manifest in the "works of power"
performed by adepbts,

As a result of even momentary experience of
the superconscious state, cnet!s whole attitude
toward life becomes the reverse of that of the
average human beinge, He who has had this ex=
perience knows himself to be merely u vehicle,
or instrument, of +the ccsmic Life-Breathe
Gone forever is the delusion that personality
is, or can be, separate fromn the sum-tobtal of
cosmic activity,
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The words of Jesus, "Of myself I can do
nothing," express the mental state reached by
all who have this experience, TYet tris is nch
in +the least depree a confession of weakness,
I is simply the recognition that there is no
form of perscnal activity which is not also an
expression of universal forces and laws, Ine-
stead of lessening the importance and value of
persomnality, this consciousness tremendously
enhances one's estimate of the worth of the
personal vehicle, For it shows that personal-
ity, though it ocan d&o nothing of itself, is
the indispensable agent whereby the pawers of
the One Life may be expressed in the condi-
tions of raelative existence,

The astrological correspondence to Key 12
is the planet Heptune, Though this planet vms
not discovered by exoteric astronomers until
long after the Tarobt Xeys were invented, its
existence vas knorm to occultists, Hence they
made a place for it in the Tarot series. One
has only to imowr that astrologers call Neptume
the plenet of inversion, +©0 understand that it
must be related to Key 12,

Heptune is said to rule inspiration, psy-
chometry and mediumship. It is connected also
with gases and drugs which produce uncon-
sciousness and hallucinations., Some of these
drugs and gases effect chemical changes in the
blood which make possible an imperfect percep-
tion of higher forms of consciousness,

Be on your guard here, You may have read
of cases 1in which a narcotic drug or gas has
opened, temporarily, a gateway into the higher
consciousness, Hever make any experiments of
this kind. No intelligent occultist ever uses
drugs for this purpose, :

Though - such chemical substances, when ine
%roduced into the blood, do stimulate the
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action of brain centers <threugh which the
higher consciousness 1is experienced, the ac-
tive principle in them which aceomplished this
result canmct be separated by any process
Imovm +to0 modern chemistry from certain other
substances which are terribly destructive to
the delicate tissues of nerves and brain,

Yet, the fact that narcotic drugs do enable
one to experience & measure of superconscious-
ness poimts to an important conclusion, He
who experiences the Divine Consciousness does
s0 because of a chemical change in the compo-
sition of his Dlcod, This chenge, however,
must be effected from within the bodily organe
ism, not by outside agencies,

Since the bodily processes are completely
wder the cmtrol of subconscicusness, it fol=
lows +that the alteration of bedily states is
also effected by subconsciousness. The neces-
sary .chemical changes 1in your Organism are
being brought about by the work you are doing
in connection with this instruetion,

“lhen you look at these Tarot Keys, and
carry out the directions given in these pages,
you give subconscicusness patterns on which to
work, Subconsciousness brings about t h e
required modifications in your body chemistry
in a perfectly normal and safe way. { Ultimate-
ly, you will, as s result of these changes of
chemistry and nerve struoiture, experience the
kind of consciousness pietured by Xey 12.7)

COLORING INSTRUCTIONS

YELLGl: Slippers, halo round heads.

BLUE: Coat (not erescents, buttoms,
belt or stipe dom front and
round neck), same as canopy in Key
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GREEN: Grass,

BROTN Scaffold, hill slopes at base of
trees,

GRAY ; Ba€kground.

SILVER: Crescents, belt, buttons and front

UHEFR;  stripe.

"H{ITE: Hair of man, and rope by which he
is suspended,

REDs Hose,

In memy respects this is one of the mest
important Keys of Tarot, As you eclor it this
week, end during your regular periods of
study, be sure to make nots of any mpress1ons
yOou may receive,

Do not forget that many highly advanced
humen beings are at all times using Tarot as a
focus for their meditations, Because they are
illuninated men and women, they are like high-
powered broadcasting stations., ‘Yhen you work
attentively and receptively with Tarct, you
are likely +to pick up some cf the ideas sent
forth by +these illuminated members of the
Inner School,

Soon you will learn to distinguish these
thoughts from the ideas developed through the
deductive process in your own field of subcon-
sciousness, You may even receive a very clear
inpression as +to0 the personal source whence
these flashes of illumination come to you.
Alveys have pencil and paper at hand when ycu
vrork with +the Tarot Keys. Then you will be
ready to record anything ycu may get in this
way .






s e oo b

P

AR

F INDAMENTALS

KEY 12 - THE HANGED MAN

TTAVS @allows et s i B e T S |

o Ralation

of (2 andai 3 e
Centev o 'Eésf YoWest - -~ - - — .2
Work of Samadh; R TR 1Bl
Comcentration ( TMedning ) T T - il
Paverted 4 gnd A - - — - - ~- 4
Re_aso‘n_ --ﬁma‘%.’n@'*;on G S e e LAY
Baceodid GELT Bt e g
Halpale = — o P e
Pe,hdtt\_\.(_mi—.' Lol SR S T 7

Ll

<

T o i b k.

)

2



TAROT FUNDALIGNTALS
LESSCH THENTY-ELGHT
THE HANGED AN

The gellows from which the Hanged Man is
suspended is shaped like a Hebrew letter Tav,
" Dach upright 1line of the letter is a tree=-
trunk, having six lopped branches. They cor-
respond to the twelve signs of the zodiac, and
thus they typify the twelve astrologicael types
of personality. The intimation is plain, In
the state of mental reversal symbclized by Key
- 12, personal " peculiarities 'are 'reduced %o a

, minimum (the branches are lopped) and emphasis
', falls on, the Inner Self, the true Spiritual
+  Identity. .
© ' Tpe correspondence of the gallows to the
letter Tav takes us ahead in the Terot series
' to the'ladt Key, bearing the number 21,. for

'." this "Key represents the esoteric significance

of Tave In the state of Samadhi, or the sus~
pension of personal consciousness, an adevt in
concentration becomes aware of the real nature
of the universe, This is depicted in Key 21,
vihich is named the Viorld.

T¢ reverse one's mental attitude is to have
¢ new world-view, which sees the universe a&s a
dance of life, full of joy and freedom. Fur-
theymore, the suspension of the Hanged kan
fron the 1letbter Tav intimates that in the
stato of oconsciousness represented here, one
realives the utter dependence of personality
on the universal life, That umiversal life,
moreover, is understood to be the perfectly
ade’;uate support of personality.

lere we may note +that since Key 12 is
relaged to water, the first mirror, vhich re-
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verses the images thrown upon it, even the
number of the Key 1is a reversal of 21, te
indicate +that the state of Samadhi, as the
reflection of the perfect freedom of the Self
depicted an Key 21 as the ilorld Dancer,
appears in Key 12 to be a state of restriction
or bondage. That is +to say, the appearance -
shotrm by Xey 12 is the reverse of the inner
reality,

In Samadhi the vpersonal vehicle is in a
state of motionless trance, The physical body
is cold, the heart-beat slowr, and the respira-
tion almost imperceptible, All the organic
functions are in a state of suspension,

This is only the outward seeming. Interi-
_orly, -an .adept in this state experiences the
bliss of union with the Central Reality of the
wniverse, That Central Reality is a focus of
intense activity, though itself at rest. Here
the limitations of language force us into the
use of paradox. Yet hat e have said is the
report of the wise who have had the experience
no words can deseribe,

Again, the letter Tav 1is associated with
the direction Center. It is said to be the
Temple of Holiness which stands in the center,
supperting the six directions of space repre=
sented by the six faces of a cube, Thus Key
12, showing the Hanged Lian supported by a let-
ter Tav, indicates that the state of Samadhi
is one of unicn with the supporting Center of
all things,

Mem, being one of the three Mother letters,
is attributed to one of the three co~ordinate
lines defining +the Cube of Space, This line
is the one connecting the center of the east-
ern face with the center of the western face,

Mem is attribubted te this line because liem
is +the Iliotner letler correspondine +to the
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element of water, The "water" is the stream of
substance which flows from the mental origins
represented by the direction East and Key 3.

This stream of substance enters into mani-
festation as the system of related events
constituting the mechanism of the cosmos, The
system thus brought into expression is symbol-
ized in Tarot by Key 10, corresponding to the
direction ilest,

Here 1we +touch on another occult doctrine,
It 1is often objected that the practice of
concentration, leading to Samedhi is a selfish
procedure, Persons who labor under the ime
pression that nobody does anything umless his
body is in more or less violent action sneer
at +the motionless recluse, seated in  This
retreat, and accuse him of heartless eccape
from the responsibilities of life,

It must be confessed that a certain type of
quietist mysticism is open to this criticism,
There are perscns vho seek escape from reality
by mystic practices, just as there are other
persons who try +to avoid reality by rushing
madly from one form of occupation t o anothers

A true adept is never idle, even though his
physical body may be in a state of motionless
trance, True Samadhi 1is wnion with the sus-
taining principle of all manifestation, and a
sage in this condition is actuwally sharing the
burden, the responsibility, and the joy o f
cosmic administration, Thus we find that te
the letter Tav 1is abtributed the Administra-
tive Intelligence which directs and associates
the motions of the planets, dwect:mr them all
in their proper courses,

Furthermore, in relation +to the Cube of
Space, we must consider the final form of the
letter Liem. This is the special form of the
letter, used always at the end of words, In
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the Cube of Space, this final form of liem
is assigned to the center, along with Tav,

New, as this is the final form of the let-
ter, its combination with Tav at the interier
center of the cube must be represented by the
Hebrew noun Thli, tome, signifying “complete-
ness, wholeness, fullness; soundness, welfare,
prosperity; integrity of mind, uprightness,
innocence," Is it not evident that all these'’
meanings apply +to the state of consciousness
symbolized by Key 12?7 Furthermore, concenhra-
tion means literally a state of Deing “one
with the Center," as anyone may see who will
cansider the make-up of the word,

The legs of the Hanged lkian form an inverted
figure 4. It refers to Reason, His body and -
erms- form, with his head, en inverted triangle
corresponding to the number 3, The symbolism
here 1is a ocorrect statement of the situation
depicted,

The practices which lead ot mental reversal
are based on rational grasp of principlses_of
Reality, among them being the necessary real
presence < of the Universal Life of God at the
center of human personality. This is a rea-
soned consequence of the truth that God must
be present at every point in space, since lle
is omnipresent,

This realization is the fruit of subcon-
scious response to +the seed-idea that the
Divine Presence must logically be thought of
as being central in humen personality. This
idea 1s a suggestion which subconsciousness
slaborates, In response to it are sffected.
subtle physiological changes which set going
the functions of the higher brain centors,
Through the activity of these brain cenvers,
vhich begins as no more than a rational grasp
of the princinle, +*here comes an ecstatic ex-
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perience of the Real Presence of the I AM. To
the glory of +this experience every great
mystic has borne witness,

The 4 over the 3 shows also the subordina-
tion of imagination to reason. licst persons
permit reason to be dominated by imagination.
A few have discovered that reason can deter-
mine what mental images shall cccupy the field
of attention. These few imagine creatively,
and their imagéry is governed by their mental
vision of +the place of human personal:.ty in
the cosmic order,

liost persons merely rationalize their une
controlied imaginstioms, which are -at -tke
merey of race thought, and of suggestioms en=-
gendered by external appearsnces, Not s0 the
adept pictured in Key 12. His subconseious-
ness is always A‘mder +the dGirection of the
reasoning self-conseciousness. He is not the
slave of moods, =nor swayed by race-thought.
Ylhen others are +tossed about by tempests of
passion, he remains ummoved. The Constituting
Intelligence pictured in Tarot by the Rmperor
is the ruling principle of every detail of his
life~-experience, By clear mental vision he
sees:

1, That there is only ONE PCGUIER.

2. That the OCNE PUUER is centered every-

whereg

3. That the ONE PCGIR is therefore the cen-

tral fact, behind every mask of person-
ality.

4.,That, consequently, whatever 1is done,

apparently by some human being, is real-
ly accomplished by the UNE PCGER, which
acts through that person: and since the
same power is the energy which takes
form in all the immensity of manifesta-
tion we call the "universe," it must be
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true that vhatever seems to be done by a
person is actually performed by the sum~
total of cosmic forces, operating by
means of the personal instrument.

The Hanged lilens' jacket is blue, 1like the
robe of the High Priestess. This color is
attributed to the element of water, The lumar
crescents forming the pockets of the coat are
symbols of subconsciousness (ifoon), They are
shovm as pockets, to emphasize the idea that
subconsciousness is the conbtainer of the pow-
ers and s8tored-up experiences which are the
equipment of personality. The ten buttons are
an allusion to the ten aspects of the Lile-
power, -Qabzlists term these +t e n aspects
Sephiroth, or numerations, In Hebrew Tisdam,
the mode of coisciousness associated with the
letter Mem is said to be "the source of con-
sistency in the numerations (Sephircth)."

The belt and trimming of the jacket suggest
the combination ef circle and cross, with the
eross uppermost. A circle surmounted by a
eross is the symbol of the planet liars, Here
is a hint that what seems to be absolutely
motionless suspension of activity is really a
form of intense expression of force,

The radiant halo surrounding the Hanged
Man's heed suggests that he is an embodiment
of the Ome Light, To carry out this sugges-
tion, his hair is white, like the hair of the
Emperor and the Hernmit, This means that the
Panged ian, even though his face be young, may
be identified with the Ancient of Days,

Below his head, the ground is hollowed out,
as by a watercourse, This is a further refer-
ence to the letter ilem. All that part of his
head from the eyes to the top of the skull is
actually below the surface of the soil frem
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whieh spring +the +trees., Thus we are showm
that his vision and his brain functions are
active below the surfaee,

This 1s wheat differenbiates an adept from: -
most persons. He sees through the surface of
things, He discerns laws hidden below the il=
lusive appearances on which Vhe wmenlightened
base their judgments and their actions,

The vhole figure represents a pendulum at
reste, Thus the tree trunks are like the pil-
lars of Key 2, the sphinxes of Key 7, and the
pillars of the thrcnes of the Hierophant and
Justice, The Hanged Man is unmoved and immov-
able, He Imows that no persan ever thinks
anything, or says anything; or does anything,
He knows +that the OUNE IDENTITY is the only

= Thinker, the only Speaker, the only Agtor, .He

realizes his identity with that One, and' sees
that his personality is perfectly and wholly

' supported by the Central Principle of the uni-

versé, symbolizsd by the Tav~-shaped gallawrs,
This week, use as an exercise the practice -
of checking your thoughts %o see herr many
times +the reversal of yow first theught is
more nearly in line with the teachings of Age=-
less Tlisdom, Be on your guard against subtle
rationalizaticns, One of the camonest forms
of rationalization is <that which makes some
eourse of sction seem t0 be reasonable when in
reality it is just +the opposite. An over-
worked oxample is the desire for scmething
which reason says one should not buy., Often
the rationalizer persuades himself that he
cannot do without the object of his desire,
Thus he places imaginetion above reason, and
deludes himself. lLiaintain alert watchfulness
against this and other rationalizations,
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30 meny superstitions are conneeted with
the number 13, as a symbol of bad luck and
disaster, that you will not be surprised to
find it assigned +to the Tarot Key entitled
DBATHes But, like so many things in occultism,
we shall learn thet 13 and DEATH have other
meanings for those who know,

Both the number and the title relate to the
Lawr of Pransformation vhieh brings about dis-
solution and change. Minds dominated by race
thought fear change, not because shange is
usually adverse, but because its outeome is
unlmevm, Such persoms foil to realize that
without eontinual change life could not exist,
and that even if it could, its monotony wrould
be unbearabls,

13 is the number of two Hebrew nouns, AChD,
aehad, meaning "umity," and AHBH, ahebah, sig-
aifying “love," The Unity, the One Power from
whieh &all +things proeceed, 1is also the Love
Power which 1is the cause of all attractions
and affinities,

We generally think of the Love Power as be~
ing chiefly concerned with reproduction, Thus
t® Key 13 1is attributed +the sign Seerpio,
governing the repreductive organs. Seorpio is
the natwral ruler of the astrologieal house of
death. The same Love Power vwhich leads te
birth is what centrols the physical changes
resulting in dissolution and death, The Love
Povrer governs both the beginning and the
cessation of our bodily activities,

This is important, and you will do well to
ponder it, There are noh: two antagonistie
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povers, one p&ltine for: life, and the other for
death, There is only a single power, which
has a tirof old manifestation,

lian fears death because he dces not know
the meaning of this transformetion, "Dissolu-
tion 4is the seeret of the Great Work." The
dissolution of form is imperative for growth,
tthen forms break dowm, energy is released, to
be utilized for further development,

Stone disintegrates t¢ form so0il, and from
soil springs the wvegeteble kingdom, Animals
eat the vegetables, a n d inecorporate thdir
essences 1into =a higher type of organizaticn,
llon eat® both onimals and wvegetables, and
builds the chemi&al energy of their cells into
his om bodye If he learns & secret vhich is
available for al} who have ears to hear, and
are willing to work, man does more then this,
He 1liberates himself from the eonditions of
physical existence, and, by so doing, beccmes
master of the energies vhich bulld his bodye

Vihen he has sachieved this mastery he is
able to maintain his physical body for many
years beyond the ordinory span of human life,.
Purthermore, in the full perfection ef this
mastery, man is able to disintegrate his phys-
ical body at will, and able also to reinte-
grate ite For such a man, death, &s therworld
imows death, is ot an end,

This is an amazing statement. To the aver=
age person it sounds utterly preposterousi,
Possibly it 1is expeeting too much tc¢ suppose
you will accept this teaching at this stage of
your progress. Vlhether you accept it or net,
be sure you know what the teaching is, because
vhen you have put yourself in a position te
examine the evidence for +the doctrine, you
will undoubtedly be fully persuaded that it is
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not an extravagant, fanciful claim, Iiore than
this, you will ascertain its truth at : first
hend, by performing the experiments which will
enable you to demonstrate its accuracy.

In faet you are beginning these experiments
now, with this instruetion., You have been
taught the importance of forming the right
kind of mental images., You nmust visualize
yourself as having a body which readily re-
spnds to the 1/ill power you express. Your
elear image of o= changed organism which will
be a perfect and beautiful body, both in
function and appearance, has syggestive pover
which subconscicusness aceepts,

In response +to0 that suggestion, subcone
sciousness is even now beginaing to set in
motion processes which lead to the desired
transformationse You do not need %o +tell
subconsciousness howr to de these things. It
already knows, Tell it what you want it
to de, ond make youwr picture 2s clear and
eoncreke as you can,

Thus will men triumph eventually over phys-
ical deathf Actually, he has alreody triumphed
over death, because man does not die, It is
impessible to present the tremendous accumulae
tion of evidence now available in proof of his
swvival of +the death of the physieal body,
Suffice it to say that this is an ascertain-
able fact., Any interested person may prove to
his conplete satisfaction <+that man does not
die. Thos who are prejudiced refuse t o
examine the evidence., They who are lazy will
not +take the +troubls, VYet the evidence is
abundant, ond thoroughly convineing,

Man is immortal, ond can never die, Though
nis Dbodies change and disintegrate a thousand
times, he remains. You are approaching a time
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vhen you will know this, as others lmow it,
who have gone this way before you,

As a noun, the Hebrew letter-nome Nun means
®eish," As a verb, it sigaifies "to sprout,
to grow, to propagate.," For centuries, the
fish has been & symbol of Christ, the immortal
principle, present in every one of us, It "3s
only as we grow "to the measure of the fulness
of the stature of Christ" that we approach
anything like true comprehension of 1life, The
first moment of superconsciousness, of true
Self-renlization, 4is n¥ystically called the
"pirth of the Christ-child™ in human personal-
ity.

The idea designated by the noun "fish" is
elosely related o that of ™propagation,®
because fish are among the most prolifie
breeders. It is estimated that the pregeny
of a single pair of codfish, if they arrived
at mburity, weuld f£ill the Atlantic Ocean
frem shore to shore, Th®s idea of prepagatien
is fully intimated by the attribution of the
sign Scorpio to the letter Nun and Hey 13

Seorrpio, governing the reproductive organs,
indicates +that the ferce used in reproduction
has +to do with the liberating, transforming
power of dissolution., Do not be misled by
thise, What we have just said has nothing in
comon with the pseudo-ocoultism of certain
free-~love cults, lle speak ef a force,

Ordinarily, this force is vfilized in the
reprocduction of the species. I t nay be
applied to higher purposes. It may be used to-
change yow consciousness, so that you will
know ycurself to be immortal, It may be used
also t0 modify the metahelism of your body, so
that you may remew it ocontinually, or, if yeu

so desire, dissolve it instantly, and as. .

gquickly reconstitute it,
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Be carsful not %0 get any false notions,
Tle suggest n o abnormal restraint of the
sex-function, We do not recommend celibacy.,
Special instruction for the higher direction
of the Seorpio force is reserved for those who
have demonstrated +their fitness to receive
such information and use it risely., It will
come to you when you are ready for it,

The information you are receiving neow aims
to aid your subconsciousness in bringing you
to the stage where you are qualified o under~
take more advanced work, Purity of thought
and acticr are essential, For the rest, what
you learn from these pages is sufficient for
the present, '

Seorpioc is ruled by liars, and it is the
Mars force in the human organism to which we
rafer, liars is also ruler of Aries, symbole
ized by Key 4. Aries is the sign which gove
erns the head and brain, Aries is called the
day throne of Mars, while Scorpic is the night
throne, Vhen the liars ferce, working in the
darkness and concealment of Secrpio, is raised
by oecult practice so thet it enerpgizes brain
senters ruled by Aries, it brings one intc the
daylight of the clear vision of Reality repre-
sented by the Emperor,.

According to modern astrology, Uranus isg
exalted in Scorpio., In Tarot, Uranus corre-
sponde to the Fool, representing supergon~
gcicusness, The highest expression ©of the:
Uranian influence in human personality is that
whish results iam first-hand kmowledge of ime
mortality. This is brought about through the
activity of the Love Power,

Both death and inheritance are connected
vwith the eighth house of the horoscope, the
"natural® house of the eighth sign; Scorpio,
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OUR CST PRECICUS HERITAGE IS THE PUUER THICH
CRDINARILY HANIFESTS ITSSLF LU BODILY DEA!

The very power which, because we misunder=-
stand it and misapply it, results in disease
and death, is the power vhereby we may experi-
ence perpetual health and immortality, This
pouver 1is the pover of life and grorth to all
who lmoir and obey its law, ©Only to those vhe
discbey it is it the instrument of death and
destruction,

In +©his comection remember that the ser-
pent, the scorpion and the eagle are all used
to symbolize Seerpio, Remember, to0o, thet our
medern science is beginning to meke use of the
beneficenty action of serpent wenom, modified
by human intelligence, for the relief of dis-
ease, So does external socience cateh up, ever
and over again, with the intuition of the wise
who invented escteric symbels,

COLOURING INSTRUCTICES

YELLGi: Sun, band on men's crovm,

GREEN: Leaves and rosebush,

BLUE: Streame

BROW:  Secythe handle,

STEEL: Scythe blads,

THITE:  Skeleton, ross, cuff on hand in

centers
BLONDE: “iomen's hair,
GULD: Points on mants crewm,
REDs Background,

Give a pgreat deal of thought this wwek te
the ideas of dissolution and change., Learn te
welcome change, and overcome fear of it, @he
future holds vhat _you have earned, ”in éonform-

maklng. lieleame it with &
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Cn the surface, the skeleton of Key 13 is a
conventicnal representation of the "Grim Reap-
er." To the eye of the initiated, it conveys
a reminder that the bony structure of the body
is the foundation of its every motion. Be-
cause our muscles are attached to our bones:
we can walk, move our hands and feet, and so
on, Lven the involuntary muscles are cone
nected with the skeleton, and conld not move
otherwise, Thus what is shom here is really
the basis of all our bodily activities, Sym-
bolically, therefore, it stands for that which
is the basis of all function and of all growth
end development,

This something is the GIE PUTER, special-
ized in +the reproductive functions of the
body. It is the seed power, and it is to this
that the convenfionalized picture of a seed,
in the upper left-hand corner of the Key,
refers: This 1little seed is composed of two
ovals, that is, of two zeroces,

From +the smaller oval five rays extend
toward the limits of the larger (ne, The two
ovals are joined, so that they are really one,
idere 1is a simple hieroglyphic for the process
of manifestation,

he immer and smaller oval is the source of
radiant energy, differentiated as Ether, Fire;
Hater, Air and Farth, (In later lessons you
will learn more about the inner meanings of
these elements.) This energy fills the space
enclosed by the larger oval, which is ome with
the smaller oval, This expresses a fundamen-
_tal doctrine of Agegless Visdom: THL INWEIR POii-
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ER PRGJEZCTS ITSLLE, OGR A SEELING EXTENSICH CF
ITSELF, As SPACE (the large oval) AWD FILLS
THAT SPACE . IT: PUkS OF ENERGY VWHOSE COLBINA-
TICH CLHLTiTUTHS THE BODY OF THE UNIVERSE,

Copy this capitalized statement into your
notebook, Read it several times, and if you
can, add to it scame thoughts of youwr ams In
due course you will come to understand that it
is a concise and accurate statement of the wey
the universe comes into being,

Two details of +this skeleton will arrest
the attention of any artist or anatomist who
sees the pictuwre, The figuwre is twisted at
two points, one just above the pelvis, the
other at the neck, This vwould be obvious were
the skeleton covered with fleshe It would be
a posture no contortionist could imitate, The
force here symbolized must be twisted, or
reversed, in order te perform its highest
f\mctiong

The skeleton walks fror north to south,
from the darkness of ignorance to the light of

perfection, It represents +the framework of
all progress--the disintegration of form for
the sake of releasing energy.

The handle of the scythe is shaped like a
letter T, Thus it has the seme mesning as the
gallows of +the Hanged Man, for T and Tav are
two forms of the same letter, Thus the handle
of the scythe is connected with ideas 'Tarot
symbolizes with Key 21,

The blade of the scythe is shaped like a
crescent, suggesting the moon, and referring
to subconscious powers symbolized by Key 2.
Yet the material of the blade is steel, a met-
al attributed to Mars. The red background of
Key 13 is another reference to lars,

~ The river flows toard the sun, It starts
in the north, and makes a bend so that it alse
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flows eastward., The bend in the river has the
same significance as the +wist in the skele-~
ton?!s spine, It intimates a change of direc=-
tion in the current of energy. Remember that
this is the river which begins in the robe of
the High Priestess, and makes a waterfall in
the Empress' garden., Trace it through the
other Tarot Keys,

The swn 1is another important detail, The
idea o f death, as the end o f personal
existence, is usually associated with west and
with swmset, In this Key, however, the sun is
in +the east, and is rising, This intimates
that the power men call death is really the
power of 1life, Every dissclution of Zferm
brings about the birth of new ones,

The rising sun is connected vith the letter
Daleth, and with the symbolism of the Empress,
A little meditatism on this relationship will
deepen your understanding of Key 12, which
precedes Key 13, Note that the digits of 12
add to 3., The rising sun refers to the darm
o f higher conscicusness in the state of
Samadhi symbolized by the Fanged lan. This
darm of a mnew knowing is what is behind the
transformation shovm by Key 13,

The white rose refers to the planet Uranus,
and has +the same meanings as the rose in the
left hand of the Fool., Review what is written
concerning it in Lesson 4, page 5. Remember
also that the rose is related to the number 5,
and review what is said of it in Lessom 6,
vage 9. The key thought is that mastery of
the subtle forms of the Mars force is a work
of adaptation, symbolized by the number 5, and
by the five-pointed star or pentagram, which
is explained in Lesson 13, page 5.

The woman's head at the left of the pic-
turs is a symbol of understapding, for reasoms
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which will be svident to you when you take up
the study of the Qabalistic Tree of Life, I'n
the Qabalah +the Sephirah named Understanding
is usually called the Mother, but we are told
that in the perfection of the Great ilork, the
Queen and the lother are made one,

The man's head represents Visdom and also

Beauty, for it is +the QaWBalistic symbol of
that which, as Father, is termed T1lisdom, and
as Son, is called Beauby. Yet remember that
the Father and the Son are ONE, and their
wnity is intimated here,
- Three hands are sh&m, Two are active,
springing up from the earth, The third is
passive, resting palm downward on the surface
of the grouna. The active hands represent the
new works which result from the transformation
indicated by Ker 13. The passive hand is a
reference %o Yod, the Great Hand, of which we
become aware in the higher order of knowings

Cnly ome foot is shorm, becouse this pie-
ture refers to the end of the Piscean Apge, and
the zodiacal sign Pisces rules the feet. That
is to say, we are in the laotter end of the
Piscean Dispensation,

These details of the three hands and the
one foot are in striet conformity with the
esoteric Tarot which has never been published,
They agree also with the early exoteric Tarot
shotm in Court de Gebelin'!s Ifonde Primitif,
and reproduced in Papus! Tarot of the Bohem-
ians, and in The Key of Destiny, by Dr. and
lirs, Curtiss,

For good reasons, much has been left te
your intuition with respect to this Key. Les-
sons like these are not a proper medium for
practical instruction in the reversal of the
surrents of the lars force., Yet we believe
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caough has been said to put you on the track
of prineiples, If you feollow this lesson
through, with XKey 13 before you, many valuable
intimations should present themselves to you,
especially in meditatim,

In the language of pictorial symbolism, un-
derstood perfectly by your subconscious mind,
because it is the one truly universal language
transcending the limitations of human speech,
Keyl3 tells the $eerset of seecrets, and passes:-
on o0 you our inkeritance from the wise men
who have gone this way before us,

It is a secret which kills out the old mis-
teken conceptions of the place of personality
in the scheme of things. It is 2 secret vhich
truly makes one free from the "last enemy," by
giving us direet perception of life eternal,

As you progress in the path of praetieal
occultism, this will become +© you more and
more an open secret, As you begin to0 under-
stand it, you will understand also the reasons
for the careful reserve concerning it whieh is
characteristic of all truly wise instruction,
ancient and modern,

He who knows this seeret has in his hands e
power which might be wused to overturn the
vorld. Yet no person learns it until he is
truly perpared, and mcre than anything else,
this means such ethiecal preparation that no
temptation to misuse this power could ever be
sufficient to turn the lmower from the path of
strictly constructive application of the force
he is able to @ontrol,

For +the present, then, school yourself %o
knerr that change is never your enemy. Strive
to become one of those of whom the Bhagavad-
Gita says: "The wise in heart mourn neither
Those who live, nor those that die, ifor T
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nor thou, nor any of these, ever vms not, nor
ever will not be, fer ever and for ever after-
wards. All that doth live, lives always! To
man's frame, as there come infancy and youth
and age, SO eome there raisings-up and laying
dovm of other and of other life-abodes, irthiseh
the wise kmow, and. fear not,"

¥
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LESSON THIRTY-ONE
VERIFPICATION

As a verb, the Hebrew letter Samekh means
to prop, bear up, establish, uphold, sustain,
As a noun it means a tent-peg, whieh makes the
tent firm in its place, Both as a verb and a
noun, its meanings are closely allied to the
prineiple of verification which is the keynote
of this lesson,

YMost of the instruction you have been given
thus f{eor oonsists of theory. This is an es~
sential part of your training, because it is
an occult maxim that the pupil must be wellw
grounded in theory before he can begin te
prectice,

It is necessary for you to learn the terms,
the alphabet in tvhich your working instruc-
tions are written, WNevertheless, these theor-
ies must be established and supported. They
must be verified beiore they can become part
of your working equipment, They must be tried.
Their d;:%m&qulmust be +tested to the utmost,
APPLICATICH IS THE TOUCHSTORE VHEREBY ALL OUR
K{CJLIIDGE LiUST BE TESTED, E

feis point is precisely where the teaching
you eore now receiving, and will receive, dif-
fers from many systems of occult instructionm,
It is practical. You will be given very
precise directions as to how to test and how
to 2pply these theories,

Already you have made a start, if you have
carried out faithfully the exercises given
with these lessons, They are intended to have
their prineipal effect in shaping your atti-
tudes toward yourself and your brothers and
sisters here on earth, A realization of the
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nature and true unity of 2ll mackind is an
absolute essential for the successful practice
of magic in its truest, highest forms. These
exercises are intended also to accustom you to
linking up the various ideas depicted by the
Tarot Xeys s both with one another and with
your experience of life,

You must, howeveg, sen ons thmg elegrly in
this eomnection, The foregoing does not mean
that in order to practice the magiecal art you
need ncthing more than o recipe, or set of di-
recticns vhich you may follow as mere routine.
The magical art ircludes a transfermation of
your perscnality, and the raising or expen-
sion of your oonscicusness, until you perceive
clearly +the principles and laws whersby you
operate, The great +triel and testing is a
testing of yourself, Tarot represents your
states of consciousness, The DrincinleLi-E
depicts are those governing your life. They
emanate from the ONE IDENTITY vhieh is your
inmermost SELF,

The letter Samekh, consequently, represents
the +trial, the preobation, the purgation and
pm-:v.flcatlon of your personality, to the end
thet it mey become a fit channel for the exe
pression of the One Force, a fit Temple of the
Most High, a pure and holy habitation for the
One Spirit. Thus only does the Law of Verifi-
catio bring about the establishment or the
foundation of +the House of Gods As you pre-
gress with your studies and perform the work
set for you to do, you are at the same time
wndergoing subtle tests vhich prove your fit-
ness to carry on the Great Work,

See to it thet you take this enterprise
seriously. ( You have amnounced yourself as a
candidate for Truth,) Truth will be revealed
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to you when you have proved yourself ready for
it. Your first test is the earnestness with
vhich you apply yourself to the preliminary
instruction, This is the true purport of the
following passage from the Book of Tokens:

"Thus am I &s one vho testeth geld in
a furnace,

And this aspect of my being

Presenteth to the wmrighteous

A face of wrath,

Yet by this purgation of fire
Do I uphold and sustain thee
In every moment of thy life,

Beheld, I am he who testeth thee
With many subtle tests,

Tlise art thou if thou knowest

That the subtle serpent of temptation
Is in truth the Anointed One

Tho bringeth thee to liberatiom,"

Note <that +this quotation refers 0 wrath
and to a serpent., These are both clissly
connected with the letter Samekh and with the
mnderlying meaning of Key 14,

In Xey 8 vie see the serpent coiled, sympole
ized by the letter Teth, In Key 11 we see, in
the letter Lamed, the serpent uncoiled and
active, its head erect, and its tail pointing
dovmward and to the left, The letter Samekh
shows the completion of the upward movement of
the tail toward the serpent!s mouth, and it is
therefore a reversal of the symbolism of Teth,

Teth showrs +the Serpent Power as it is be-
fore we have learned hor to direct it. Lamed
shows it at the half-wmy stage towmrd mastery.
Samekh shows the result of perfect control,
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The serpent biting its tail has been for ages
& symbol of eternity and of wisdom. It
suggests circular movement by its shape. This
establishes a connection bétween Key 14 and
Key 10, to which Jupiter is attributed,

This commection 1is verified by the fact
that to the letter Samekh is assigned the sign
Sagittarius, ruled by Jupiter. Sagittarius
means “archer," and its astrological symbol is
an arrow, It is 2 sign of the fiery triplici-
ty, Aries and Leo being the other two fiery
signs, Sagittarius is said t0 be ruled by
Jupiter because the fiery power which it mani-
fests is directed and oontrolled by means
of the Law of .yclicity eor Rotatien, .piectured
by Key 10.

This fiery activity is a form of intense
vibration, and the Hebrew noun for ™wrath"
alse means vibratiom, The Serpent Power is
vibratory, It is +the desire foree which is
the snergizing vrinciple behind all we do, It
can be terribly destructive when not wisely
directed, and wrath or anger is its commonest
destruective emotional menifestation,

Yet it is the power which leads to freedam,
the force which destroys limitations and in-
pediments to free expression. It is really
the <tempering, cleansing pGrer thai gets rid
of all impurity and error in our personal
consciousness, To the objects of its disinte~
grating activity it is terrible, but the wise
perceive its beneficence,

The number 14 represents the principle of
reason (4) expressed through the agency of
concentration (1), The verification of hypo-
theses arrived =t by the use of reasom is
carried out by means of concentration., Con-
centration is +the focusing of the vibratory
activity of the Serpent Fire at a definite
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point in the brain, The means hereby concen-
tration 1is accomplished is symbolized by the
liagician, directing power from above toward
a plane below--his garden,

The digits of 14 add to 5, the number of
the Hierophant, For the goal of verifiecation
is reached by following carefully the instruce-
tion imparted by the "still, small voice" of
Intuition, 5 is also the number of adaptation
end desire, and proper adaptation of the tre-
mendous force of desire, through intelligent
direction, results in the attainment of the
higher consciousnesse

The clue to the inner meaning of all this
may be fomd in +the word DBCh, debakh, “to
sacrifice,” DBCh is written with letters
having numeral values which add to 14,

Hobody ever attains +to perfection without
socrifice, TO be sure, he whco lmows the value
of his objective feels no sense of loss vhen
he rids himself of every incumbrance which
interferes with his progress., In ecarly stages
of the Great Work, however, one is called upon
to make decisions which eappear to involve
sacrifice, Experience demonstrates the fal-
sity of such appearances, for experience shows
thot every act of wise elimination makes
possible the expression of a greater measure
of power, ALt first, though, same of the tests
are herd to meet,

They who fail in them are usually the per=-
sons who are readiest to assert that there is
nothing in the promises of Ageless Wisdom, In
& sense they are right, There is less than
ncthing for the lazy, the double-minded, the
fearful. Less than nothing for persons who
lack courage to face periods of seeming faile
ure, EHe who seeks the highest must have zeal,
He must be in fiery rebellion against the lim-
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itations and bondage of ignorance, To carry
on, against odds which seem t o be hopeless, he
must be filled with intense, one-pointed de=
sire %o demonstrate by actual experience that
he is really and truly what every omne of these
lessons has declared concerning the iamost
nature of man, i

Zeal, however, is not enoughe.. Ilior was ny
person ever liberated just because he had a
flaming desire for freedom, The fiery foroce
of the desire nature must be directed intelli=-
gently. To this Xey 14 refers by its title.

TELPERAIICE, here, is not restricted to the
meaning now in commen use, though it does, ef
course, include the thought of being =nble to
manage one's appetites and desires, The title
of Key 14 is to be umderstood in its ancient
signification~~"the act of teupering or mix-
ing."

The obJect of tempering is to impart more
strength to what 1is tempered, In the Great
tiork, this object 1is attnined by proper mixe
ture of opposite forces, that is, by napplying
the Law of Equilibration, This meaning is
apparent in the picture now befee you,

Consider the symbolism ecarefully, as you
color the Key. By this time Tarot should be-
gin 1o speak to you even before you have read
the detailed analysis of its symbolism, Re=-
member, no analysis can exhaust the meanings,
Tthat is vwritten in these pages is intended +t¢
put you on +the track of correct interpreta-
ticn; bub, in every Key, there is for you o
special personal message, because, in the
agelong development of your personality to its
present stage of growth, you have accumulated
a store cf experience, This treasure is below
the surface of your consciousness, but through
the operation of psychological laws which have
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been utilized in the construction of Tarot,
these Keys can evoke from subconscious depths
just exactly what you need to know,

So write out, this week, what you feel Key
14 means for you. HNext week, compare your
findings srith the analysis of the symbols
given in Lesson 32,

COLORING INSTRUCTIGHS

YELLO:: Crom over mountain peaks, Yods
over eagle, torch flame (inter-
spersed with red, to show that it
is fire), lion's eyes, path from
mountains,

BRGN: Lion (see instructions for Key 10)
eagle (except beak a n d legs),
torch handle,

BLUE: Pool, and stream fram vase,

GREEK: Grass,

ORATGE: Ornament on head of angel; vase,

VIULET: Mountains in Dbackground., Dilute
the color so thet the mountains
will not be a violent purple.

GCLDs Background; ster on the angel's
breast. (Use yeilow, if not gold.)

ViIITE: Dress.

BLUNDE:; Angel's hair; beal, legs and tal=-
ons of eagle,

RiDs ingel's wings, These are high=
lighted with blue,

The rainbow is a succession of bands of
color, Begin at the upper side of this arc
with violet, and apply in succession blue,
green, yellow, orange and red,
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TELPERANCE

The central figure of Key 14 is the angel
Michnel, angel of the sun and archangel of the
element of Fire. He is also the angel of the
direction South. All these attributions con-
nect him with the sun pictured in XKey 19. EHis
name means “Like unto God," :

On his brow is a solar symbol, and from his
- head light radiates, One foot resis on water,
symbol of +the cosmic mind-stuff, The other
foot is on land, symbol of concrete manifesta-
tion, ,

The angel is a symbol of that, iax every
human being, to which the term Higher Self is
applied, He is not the UNE IDENTITY, but the
Life-Breath of thot CNE IDEWTITY, centered in
the heart of persoality. The greater number
of human beings, when +they wuse the pronoun
"I," think only of +the personal self, and
regard it as being a separate, independent
entity., Others suppose themselves t0 be guid-
ed oOr overshadowed by saue divine or angelic
presence, which +they 1look upon as being, on
the one hsnd, separate from the CHE IDEHTITY,
and, on the other, separate from the persomal
©g0.

The true esoteriec doctrine is that one's
feeling of "egoity" is due to the focusing of
a rey of the fiery Life-Breath of the CNE
IDENTITY +ithin the personal organism. This
fiery Life-Breath is in continual circulation
between its personal center of manifestation
and the CNE IDINTITY whence it originates,
just as the electricity lighting a lamp is in
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continual circulation between the lamp and the
dynamo at the power station,

Cn Michael's vhite robe is the Tetragramma-
ton, INVH, (Jehovah), written in Hebrew char-
acters. Tris identifies the angel as being of
the order called Melakin, Kings, by Qecbalists,
It places him e£l1s0 in relation tc the Sephirah
named Tiphareth or Beauty., On the Tree of
Life, Tiphareth is +the sixth aspect of the
Life-power, To it the name IIVH is particu-
larly referred,

Among names of Tiphareth are BN, Ben, Son;
KLK, melek, King; ADid, Adam, Man., In Qebalis-
tie psychology, Tiphareth is the seat of the
personal ego, It is the point of manifesta-
tion for our essential humenity (Adam), which
is actually the Divine Son (Ben) of the ONE
IDINTITY~-even as Jesus taught, out of his om
first-hand experience,

The seven-pointed star on t h e angel's
breast is 2 figure which nust be dravm by ac=-
tual experiment with a pair of compasses, for
the regular heptagon vhence it is derived is
not an equel divider of the 360 degrees of the
circle, Because making a heptagon requires no
little skill in the wuse of compasses, this
figure is a symbol of mastery,

Freemasomry preserves a traditioc of older
esoteric schools when it says the compasses
are "to circumscribe our desires and keep our
passions within due bounds."™ That is, the
compasses are the Masonic symbol for the con-

- _%trol of the fiery desire force which is repre=

sented by the circular form of the letter
Samekh, as explained in the preceding lesson.
Can you take this hint? Skill in wielding
the compasses 1is represented by the seven=-
pointed star. But this star is on the angel's
breast, to remind us that the requisite skill




TAKOT FUNDALENTALS
LESSTH THIRTY-TVIO 3

in managing the desire nature depends on the
"Enowledge and Conversation of the HOly Gurad-
ian Angel," To obtain +this skill, we nust
receive instruction from the angel. Ve pub
ourselves in a position to receive the angelic
message when we devote ourselves to the work
of making experimental verification of the
fact that the real presence of the Higher Self
may be perceived at the heart of our personal
lives, Sucn single devotion brings us into
harmony with the universal Order vwhich is
oxhibited in the laws which find manifestation
in the cycles of <+he heavenly bodies, or
celestial spheres,

The Creat Tlork which completes the expres-
sion c¢f the laws of nature is oan artistie
adaptation of those lawrs by man,  Without man,
this work never comes to its full fruitionm,
"Hature unaided," smys an ancient occult max-
im, "alvays fails," Although all human action
results from a series of transformations of
the Cne Energy, it is only when that Energy is
expressed +through human speech, thought and
works-~intelligently directed--that fulfilment
is possible, The Great Art of the occultist
requires the agenecy of human personality,

The wings of the angel are fiery red, with
blue highlights, to indicate the {iery quality
of the sign Sagittarius, and its color attri-
bution, whick is blue, Remember that the
aymbol of Sagittarius is an arrcw, suggesting
aim, will, purpose, intention., Bear in mind,
also, that =as the mnatural sign of the ninth
house of the horoscope, Sagittarius has %o do
writh dreams, visions, religion und philosophy,

With the systematic formulation of ideals,
that is, anc with the quest for kmowvledge that
is implied by the word "verification," Heneeo
Sagittarius has to do with long journeys ("the
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travels in strange countries" of HMasonrys)
Segittarius 1is connected with those high as-
pirations of the human heart which lead man
ewvay from "this world" of false appearances
into the cowmtry, strange, alas, +o many,
virich is his trus home,

The torch is a symbel of fire, and from it
fall five Yods upon an eagle, The Yods refer
to the five differentiations of the Life-
power intc the five subtle principles of
sensation, Thus they have the same meaning as
the radiating lines in the oval shoim in Key
13. Furthermore, since they are Yods, they
indicate a comnection with Key 9. The fire is
the subtle fire generated in the Virgo region
of the hunan body,

Here +the flame is directed toward the head
of an eagle, symbol of +he sign Scorpio,
because the Great 1ork has +o do with the
modification of a specific phase of the Life-
Breath, concentrated in +the mnerve centers
connected vith Seorpio,

This is a hint of one of the most carefully
protected secrets of alchemy. Its full mean-
ing cammot and must not be put into plain
words, lest the unprepared misuse the knowl-
edge. But if you verify in your own experi=-
ence the teachings of Tarot, you will be able
to develop this seed-thought fully, ond with
your conprehension of +the seoret will coame
also full wunderstanding of the necessity for
keeping it a mystery undisclosed + o the
profane,

The wvase represents what alchemists call
the "vase of art," In Philalethes' Fount of
Chemical Truth, we read: "When we speak of
our vessel and our fire, e mean by bokh
expressions, our water, nor is owr furnace
enything diverse or distinct from our water,
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There is then one vessel, one furnace, ore
fire, and all +these make up one water. The
fire digests, the vessel whitens and pene-
trates, the furnace is the bond which compris-
es and encloses all, and these three are our
Hﬁrcury."

This ecryptic language refers to personal
consciousness, which is threefold, vize, Spir-
it, the fire, Soul, +ths vessel, Body, the
furnace, These three constitute our "lercury"
or human self-consciousness, This is what is
represented by the vase, The vase is held in
the angel's hand to show that the Great Vork
cannot suceeed, unless human personality IS
TAKEN I HAND by +the Higher Self, or Holy
Guardian Angel,

The water pouring fram the vase is a refer=
ence to the 1letter Mem, and to the doctrine
symbolized by +the Hanged Man (See Lessons 27
and 28). Vhen the purified "water," or
reversed perscnal conscicusness, is poured out
on a lion, as in Key 14, the meanin: is plain,
Through suspension of the false notion of per-
sonal independence one comes to understand the
true function of personality as sn instrument
for the Divine WILL,

This chenge of mind is carried into subcon-
sciousness, as showm in Key 8, which repre-
sents, like the 1lion in Key 14, the zodiacal
sign Leo. A CHANGE OF EEART IS BROGUGHT ABCUT.

More +than this, a definite activity is
instituted at the heart center of the physical
bodys Understand this just as it is written,
Here are nc blinds, no figures of speech. The
change 1is that to which another alchemist, an
anonymous German philcsopher, alludes when he
says: "Fire and flowing water are contrary to
one another; happy thou, if thou canst unite
them: let it suffice thee to know this I
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The rainbow symbolizes the differentiation
of the vibratory activity of light into color,
by means of water suspended in the upper air,
When the water of consciousness has been
mingled with +the cosmic Life-Breath, then is
menifest the rainbow of pramise. The colors
of the rainbow are the colors of the planetary
centers.

In the instructions for coloring given in
the preceding lesson, no mention was made of
indigo, the color of Saturn, because it is
hard to show it clearly in painting the cards,
This deep blue-violet is between the violet at
the top of the rainbow and the blue you were
told to place bereath the violet,

Thus the rainbow represents the harmonious
combination of the alchemical "metals," which
are the same as the planetary centers, and the
same, also, as the ehakras of the Yogis., The
rainbow refers alsc to the occult use of coler
as a most effective means to bring - greaser
power into our human field of operatiom,

By means of color we can use vibratory
activity to modify external conditions, This
subject 1is treated more extensively in later
instructions, vherein you will receive many
practical secrets of the utlllzatlon of color
in combination with sound,

Finally, the rainbow confirms the attribu-
tion of Key 14 to the letter Samekh and to the
sign Sagittarius. For the name of this sign,
in Hebrew, is QShTh, quesheth, the Bow,

The path in Key 14 rises between twin moun=
tain peaks which symbolize the Qabalistic
Sephiroth, Wiisdom and Understanding. It ends
beneath a croam, symbolizing Kether, the Crowm
of Primal Will, Wote that the path begins in
Yesod, Foundation or Basis--designated also as
the "Sphere of the Moon,"
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In this connection, remember that all rep-
resentations of water in Tarot begin with the
robe of the High Priestess. Bear in mind
also vwhat was said in SEVEN STEPS, to the
effect +that mind-stuff at subconscious levels
is the basis of all forms of embodiment,

In Lesson Thirty no mention was made of the
direction assigned to the letter Nun and Key
13, because wp wished to bring this into
closer correspondence with Key 14,

The dirseticn corresponding +t o Nun is
south=west, the vertical 1line at the south
side of the western face of the Cube of Spaee,
(See Fig. 1 of the diagram aceompanying Lesson
18). This line is opposite to the line south-
east, corresponding to Taurus, just as the
sign Scorpio is opposite to Taurus in the
zodiac, ;

As the southern boundary c¢f +the western
faee of +the ocube, it corresponds to the
ascending side of the ttheel in Key 10, end +to
the rising figure of Hermanubis, For one of
the fundamental meanings of Key 10 has to do
with the ascending scale of organic evclution,
or bodily development, which is an expression
of the reproductive forces under the rulership
of Scorpio,

Through +the operation of +these <forces,
first of all in the laws of chemical affimity,
and later in the sexual activities of plants
and animals, the Life-power provides itself
with finer and finer wvehicles of expression,
At last the human oOrganism appears, and it
gees through progressive refinements, from
race t0 race, The continuation of the process
is due to the exercise of the reproeductive
function, and few human persomalities who are
agents of this progressive development have
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any awvereness of what is really at werk behind
the compelling urges of the libido.

Finally, there appear on earth men and
women, a few in every generation, who are suf-
ficiently receptive to the Life-power's higher
levels of avareness +0 begin to register in
their brains some meesure of knowledge of what
is really the true significance of this uni-
versal mating urge. The earlier forms of this
Imorrledge seem 0 have been imperfect. They
were expressed in a phallic symbolism which
seems crude and offensive to modern taste.
Yet the truths discovered are not less valu-
able because all their consequences were not
perceived at first, 1hat has been learned
since does not cancel nor contradict +the
avareness so strangely expressed by the phal=
lic symbolism of ancient wise men, fI‘c is just
as true as it ever vms that men's progress to
the goal of illumination is conditioned by his
understanding of the significance of his sex
life,

By controclling the drive of the libido we
mey 0 beyond the position of Hermanubis in
Key 10, and rise to0 +the point of conscious
union with +the Higher Self, Thus the cube
symbolism shows +the ascending line of south-
west terminating at +the end of the line of
west-above, assigned to Samekh and Key 14,

This line of west-above begins at the upper
end of the line north-west, assigned to Lamed
and Key 11. The current of energy in it moves
from north to south, But the current of ener-
gy in the line north-west moves from above to
below, Consequently, though the line of west-
above joins the upper end of the line north-
wiest to0 the upper end of the line south-west,
it receives no influence from the line north-
west, On the other hand, the cwrent of
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erergy in the line north-above, corresnponding
to Teth and Key 8, moves from east to west .
At the north-west upper corner, where the
lines of Teth, Lamed and Samekh meet, the cur-
rent flowing in the line north-above is divid=
ed., Part of it <flows dowm through the line
north-west, Part flows scuthward, through the
line west-above, (iicte that the letters Teth,
Lamed and Samekh, by their serpentine form,
represent three aspects of the Serpent Fire,)

Since the current of energy in the line
south-west moves upward, it contributes noth-
ing to the current in the line west-above,
The latter receives energy from the line cor-
responding to Teth, but none from the line of
the letter Wum,

Note also that in the spmbolism of Key 14,
the lion of Leo (Teth) is on one side of the
angel, and the eagle of Scorpio (Num) is on
the other side. The angel, principal symbol
of Key 14, is betveen the lion and the eamgle,
whose relayive positioms are like those of the
corresponding lines on the eubse,

Only +the head of the lion and his fcorepaws
are shomm, and his body rests horizomtally,
with the hindquarters nearer the east then his
head, The eagle's whole body appeara in the
picture, and stands in a vertical position,.
Thus +the positions of the bodies of the lion
and the eagle correspond o the positions of
the lines to which these animals are assigned,
By such careful attention to detail does Tarot
indicate that it was worked out by men who
were truly great adepts, familiar with all the
correlations of +the mystery language of Age-
less Wisdom.

inother point that should be considered in
connection with the line west~above is that it
is the western boundary of the upper face of
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the cube, Thus it represents an activity car=-
ried on at the level of self-conscious aware=-
ness (above), and this activity is the goal or
objeotive completing the work symbolized in
Tarot by the Magiciean,

Knowledge and Conversation of +the Holy
Guardian Angel is vwhat the liagician aims to
accomplish, The end toward which =all the
activities of human self-consciousness are
directed 1is experimental verification of the
truth that +the personal life of every humen
being is actually under the guidance and
direction of what Tarot pictures by the angel
in Key 14,

Understond, this verification does not at
all Dbring about such guidance and direction,
‘The most ignorant man, utterly deluded by the
illusion of personal sepocrateness and inde-
pendence, is just as certainly under such
guidance as the most illuminated sage. Every
humar being is led and guided by the Holy
Guardian Angel, Only a few are conscious=
ly aware of this, To the mass of humanity the
Holy Guaerdian Angel presents himself under the
forbidding and dreadful aspect of the central
figure in Key 15, which we shall begin to
study in the next lesson.

This week, test yourself in various vays,
Test yourself with respect to your own earnest
desire to succeed in this work, to grasp the
meaning of Ageless Wisdom., Ask yourself such
questions as: "Does my belief actually support
me in <the various crises of my daily experi-
ence? If not, what does? Vho dees what I do,
thinks what I think, feels what I fesl? Is my
study and work transmuting the base metal of
my personality intc the gold of real attain-
ment? Are my desires becoming purer, my
mental processes clearer, my intuitions better
defined?
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Tle cannct repeat +t00 often that Ageless
1iisdom is not a creed, not a system of belief,
not an escape from reality intc a mirage of
glittering generalities, Nor is it a doetrine
which puts aside until after death all hope of
verifying its fundamentals., Plainly and spe=-
cifically, it decleres that its basic princi-
ples have been matters of human Xmowledge and
experience in other days, and may be tested in
the same ways now,

Just as plainly and specifically, it avers
that such experience is not miraculous, that
it may be repeated, as to its fundamentals, by
any person willing %o undertake the training
of body and mind vhich mekes it possible, It
warns ell who mpproach even the beginning of
the Path of Attaimment that this ancient llay
is not for coewards, not for the lukewarm, not
for triflers. To the courageous, the zealous,
the persevering, it offers evidences that
admit no denial, It points out the way to
attaining first-hand lmowledge, and shows now
to follow that way.

At the same time it steadfastly refuses to
communicate the higher aspects of this knowl-
edge to persons who have not made ready their
bodies and minds +t0 receive such communica-
tion. It never attempts the impossible feat
of transmitting to those who sre not duly aad
truly prepared any part of these inner mystere
ies which must always remain hidden by the
veil of ignorance from such as are unready to
look upon the face of truthe
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BONDAGE

The first +thing to learn in conmection with
Key 15 is that what manifests as bondage is an
illusion, a wrong construction put upon the
principle of 1limitation, This wrong construc—
tion makes that principle take on the appearance
of the Devil, The gross, repellant surface of
this Key represents that illusien, You must see.
through it to find out its true meaning,

Let us begin by exe.mlnmg; the number 15, In
Roman numerals this is XV. X and V are the lasi;;
two letters of the word L.V.X., which designates
the One Force 1we concentrate by acts of atten-
tion. That is, XV is L.V.X., minus the L.

The L is Lamed, which means “to instruct,®
when used as a verb, and "ox-goad," when used as
a noun, L.V.X. minus L therefore suggests the
absence of the equilibrating, directive power -
symbolized by Key 11. Hence from the number XV
we have an intimation that the Key now before us
represents the One Force, as it operates apart
from human Inowledge (Lamed as verb) and human
direction (Lamed as noun), '

Yet XV is composed also of the numbers X and
V. In Taret, X or 10, is the Ylheel of Fortune,
which symbolizes +the mechanical aspect of the
cosmic manifestations of the Cne Force, - ;

Man's conception of the universe as mecharisms?
has been built wup from his observation of the *
cycles of +the seasons, and from other observa«
tions of recurrent phenomena, among which thoap'
studied by astronomers are very significant amd
important, The greater part of the observatigms
responsible for mechanistic theories and pliil-
osopiies are In fislds below the human level.'
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The phenomena so observed seem to be the working
of a blind aggregation of forces, operating by
necessity, according to the lawr of averages,
This law of averages seems t0 be at work in
what is called the survival of the fittest. Yet
as evolution progresses, this lawr seems to work
with samevhat diminished foarce., A poet once
wrote of +the Life-ferce, "Howr careful of the
type it seems, how careless of the single life "
In the lower forms of life, countless numbers
are wiped out of existence, Only the strongest
-survive, Thus nature perfects her types.
! Behold howy different it is with men, Here
~ the survival of the individual tokes on increas-
ing importance, because a new principle is at
work, , This principle is vhat Tarot pictures as
Key 5, ér V, It is the principle of conscious-
nbss, 'vhich is hidden by the mechanical appear-

' .ance of the universe,

Thus vhen man examines his enviromment, and
the fields of existence below hin; he builds in
his mind the conception of mechanisn symbolized
by the Ttiheel of Fortune, llhen he turns his
attention inwvard, toward the Center of his owm
existence, he discovers the indwelling presence
of the Great Revealer, the Hierophant,

Thus X in XV represents the world of objeo-
tive appearances, through which man gains his
kmoviledge of the outer aspects of the manifesta-
tion of +the One Force, V in XV stands for the
subjective world of consciousness whence man
derives his knowledge of the significance of the
whirling cycles of change revolving round him,

By combining these two kinds of lmowledge, X
and V, man finds vithin himself a guidance which
enables him to control his enviromment. He is
waging a successful war against sickness, pover-
ty and death. The war is not over, and in some
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fields, the battle seems, as these vords are
written, to be more in favor of the forces of
darkness than a victory for the forces of light.

Yet +those who have access to the occult rec-
ords of the Immer School are not dismayed by the
terrors of this age of tramsition, Even without
such knowledge of ages even worse than this,
from which humanity has emerged to enter periods
of triumphant progress, the careful student of
history finds 1little basis for assent to the
gloomy predictions of another Dark Age,

The civilization into which most readers of
these pages were born is passing avay before our
eyes, but men and women vho have caught the vis-
ion recorded in Tarot, and in other expressions
of the knowledge of the Immer School, are confi-
dent that +this era is a prelude to a greater
measure Of freedom and enlightenment for all
humanity.

Even in the midst of the present confusion it
is possible for one vho has developed the degree
of conscious unfoldment attained by the enlight-
ened minority to achieve freedom for himself, in
spite of the unsettled conditions which terrify
most of mankind? The members of this enlighten-
ed minority are able to act as ehannels for the
superior powers whereby the automatic forces of
nature, below the human level, may be con-
trolled, and directed constructively,

Those among them who are most advanced have
long foreseen this era, and for centuries they
have been preparing for the bringing into actual
menifestation of thet NEW ORDER OF THE AGES that
is mentioned in one of the mottoes of the Great
Seal of the United States, largely as a result
of their endeavors, forces are being brought to
bear which will enable all mankind to exorcise

the Devil by adding L to XV, and making V cen-
tral, as in the word L V.X.
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Until very recently, the efforts of this
enlightened minority have deen directed in the
main toward seeking out and assisting individu-
als to gain a greater measure of control over
themselves and conditions, Since about the mid=
dle of the nineteenth century, however, the
Inner Schoel has been active in bringing about a
wider dissemination of Ageless Viisdom than could
be effected in earlier periods of history.

Today +thousands are ready for instruction,
where hundreds only were prepared in former
times, Yet +the enlightened are still in the
minority, and will be for some decades, or even
centuries, to come, The main difference now is
that tHe time has arrived when they may, in many
parts of thée world, work openly without fear of
persecution by Church or State, EHEere in the
New TWorld they are beginning to exercise, by
various agencies, the superior power thich is
alvays the accompeniment and consequence of su-
periar enlightenment. TVlhile the 0Old Order falls
in ruins, they are making ready for the New Era
of light and freedom which is to witness a great
advance toward the liberation of ALL humanity,

There are several other points in connection
with the number 15 which will help you to relate
this Key to others in the series. 15 adds to 6,
and by comparing Keys 15 and 6 you will see they
are in contrast, yet contain similar details.
It is as if Key 15 were a caricature of Key 6,

15 is also the sum of the numbers from O to
5. Thus, however unlikely it may appear at
first, we may understand that the Devil sums up
the powers pictured in Tarot from the Fool to
the Hierophant, inclusive, You have 1learned
alo that 14 1is related to §, because 1 and 4
add to 5., Now, since 15 is the "theosophic
extension" of 5, there ought to be a connection
between Keys 14 and 15. See how many evidences
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of such a connection you can find by comparing
the two Keys.

The 1letter printed on Key 15 is Ayin, Its
primary meaning is "eye." Other meanings are:
“a foun’cain,“ and "outward show, or superficial
appearance,"

For ages past, in all parts of the wq'ld the
All-seeing Eye has been a symbol of Deity. Thus
Key 15, no matter how strange it may seem to un-
accustomed minds, must have something to do with
certain aspects of the One Power theologians
call God. Add to this the ideas related to ®he
word "fountain," and you will begin to under-
stand that this Key veils occult doetrines about
God as the fountain of manifestation, or source
of creation. Add now the third meaning of Ayin,
and you will see that Key 15 must be interpreted
as a symbol of the One Identity, considered as
the source of the forms and appearances of rela-
tive existence,

The hunan eye, as the ‘organ of vision, hints
at a relationship between the ideas correspond-
ing +to Ayin and those connected with the attri-
bution of the function of sight to the letter
Heh, represented in Tarot by Key 4., It is a
commonplace that the sense of sight, important
as it is, is also a source of manifold illusioms.
and deceptions, Every student of elementary
psychology is familiar with the phenomena of
optical illusions, We all know we must make
mental adjustments, in order to interpret cor-
rectly what we see. If a man standing on the
observation platform of a +%rain accepted the
report of his sense of sight at face value, he
would be under +the delusi on that the parallel
tracks over vhich the train had just passed had
moved toward each other as they receded,

Yet our eyes deceive us only if we let them,
Here 1is a direct connection between the meaning
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of the letter Ayin and the title of Key 15, for
devil is derived from the Greek d i a b 01l o s,
meaning "a traducer, a slanderer," An old prov-
erb says appearances are deceiving, and Jesus
counselled his disciples to0 avoid judging by ap-
pearance, In the New Testament, also, the Devil
is called the "father of lies,® that is, the
progenitor, source, oOr principle of falsehoed,
confusion, error, fallacy and mental disorder,

The Devil represents the fundamental error
whence all other falsehoods proceed. This is
the error -of supposing that a reality called
"Matter" 1is opposed t0 another reality named
“Spirit." Or the error that matter is the only
reality, and that vhatever man designates by the
noun ¥Spirit" is actually no more than an intel-
lectual abstraction,

The Sanslarit word for matter is lMaya, and one
of its meanings is "“illusion.," In contrast to
the Occidental mind, vhich has a tendency to
accept the world of appearances constituting the
objective wuniverse as the only reality, the
philosophers of +the Orient are inclined to
interpret the objective, phenomenal world-as an
unreal phantasmagoria of ever-shifting appear-
ances,

Ageless Wisdom reconciles these opposing in-
terpretations. It says the term reality applies
to both worlds. The outer vorld may be Maya, or
illusion, in one sense of that term, Yet be-
cause vhat we call "Matter" is actually the “ap-
pearance” of what we call “Spirit," as it enters
the field of name and form, we do not see how it
is possible to separate the reality of the
appearance from the reality of the One Identity
which is making the appearance,

Error creeps in when we try to establish any
suech separation between the appearance<and what
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may be termed the “Appearer," The seeming "Tuwo"
are really "One," and they are not in opposition
to each other,

Thus Qabalists attribute to the letter Ayin
the twenty-sixth path on the Tree of Life. {The
Tree of Life is a diagram showing the various.
relations betiween the different aspects of the
Life-power, This diagram 1is, so to say, t he
skeleton or framework for the construction of
the Tarot.' The number assigned to this path is
important because 26 is the numeral value of the
Divine Name IHVH, Jehovah, LMMoreover, the aspect
of the Life-power corresponding to the tirenty-
sixth path is called the Renewing Intelligence,
which is said to be so called "because by it the
Holy God renews all that is begun afresh in the
creation of the trorld."

Consider these words carefully. They are an
important clue to what is meant by “ereation,"
For "begun afresh" distinctly intimates that the
beginning of any cycle of creation is actually
a renevml of activity related to other cycles,
preceding this beginning,

Consider this in connection with the meaning
of Ayin as "fountain," 4 fountain is a spring,
whence flows water vhich nourishes the growth of
plants, and makes vwaste places fertile. 1Jhere
there 1is a fountain in a desert there is an
oasis, Usually it is ringed with trees, and,
vhen viewed from a height, 1looks like an eye in
the face of the landscape,

Yet +the fountain in the oasis does not make
the water which flows from it. It is the be-
ginning of a little stream vhich trickles from
it, This little stream joins itself with others
until they all unite in a river which ultimately
reaches the sea., The fountain "begins afresh,"
but is fed by rain falling from clouds, formed
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by evaporation from the ocean., The fountain is
not an original source. It is simply a point at
the commencement of a partisular cycle,

In a magical manuscript of the sixteenth cen-
tury, quoted by Eliphas Levi in the introduction
to Transcendental Magic, e read that among the
powers and privileges of an adept, those con-
nected with the letter Ayin are: "“To force
nature to meke him free at his pleasure." Ve
find, moreover, these startling words in the
first .verse of the fourth chapter of the Gospel
according to St., Matthew: "Then Jesus was led up
into the wilderness by the Spirit, to be tempted
by the devil,"

This 1is the literal translation of the Greek
original, It provides an important clue to the
mystery of Key 15, Note that the Spirit did the
leading, for the specific purpose of testing
Jesus by the temptation, Here bear in mind what
you have learned from the two preceding lessoms,
concerning the need for verificatiem. The Devil
begins to appear to have sane good use,

Consider also vhat 1is written in Job 1:6:
"Now +there was a day when the sons of God came
to present themselves before Jehovah, and Satan
came also," There is no hint that Satan is pro-
hibited from coming into Jehovah's presence. He
is one of the company of the "Sons of God," or
"Beni-Elohim,"

In Qabalah, the Beni~Elohim are said to be =a
choir eof angels associated with the "Sphere of
lercury," or field of lMercurial influence, That
is, they have to do with the phase of conscious-
ness represented by Key 1, the lMagician. fThis
is the "Mercury ef the Sages,” humen self-
consciousness, making contact with its enviren-
ment through the senses, among vhich the sense
of sight is ohief,
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What must we conclude from all this? First
of all, that +the appearances vhich deceive us
are necessary to the meanifestation of the Life-
powver. Furthermore, that to attain to our full
stature as human beings, so that we are in a
position to force nature to make us free at our
pleasure, we must be subjected to tests and
trials of our faith, and these trials are im~
posed on us by appearances,

The whole book of Job is an elaboration of
this theme, So are the four Gospels. The
"mystery of evil® is no mystery to those who
have met and passed the trials of faith, Every
person who has left a repert of his experience
of the higher order of knowing has testified
that in +that ‘eXperience all consciousness of
evil vanishes,

"All very well," you may say, "but I an
acutely aware of +the economic, political and
social evils of the present day., I have saue
shortcomings myself, and most of the people
around me are simply dreadful. No amount of
fine theory will erase the slums, raze the hos-
pitals, empty the insane asylums and prisons,"

Granted., Yet the vmy of 1life which leads te
realization of men's true place in the scheme
of things does more than banish consciousness
of evil, It brings with it power to transmute
all semblances of evil into manifestations ef
positive good, Thus the magical manuscript
alread quoted ends with these words:

"The wise -man rules the elements, stills
tempests, cures the diseased by hls touch, and
raises the dead . » « The initiates know, and
as for others, whether they deride, doubt, er
believe, vwhether they threaten or fear--wvhat
matters it to science or to us?"

Until we experience the higher order of
knowing, we may have difficulty with the vari-

- | .
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ous appearances of evil, Ve may wonder why
appearances are s0 often deceiving. But even
without this higher knowledge, reason will take
us far. Logic ferces us to attribute the mani-
festation of the visible universe to a power
which is essentially good. A power, moreover,
which is wholly wise. Thus it follows that
even if appearances are deceiving, appearance
itself 1is necessary for the perfect manifesta-
tion of the Life-power, The manifest universe,
as Oriental philosophers assert, may be lMaya,
but, on the hypothesis that it proceeds from an
all-wise, all-good, all-powerful Source, then,
whether we can explain it or not, we are forced
to conclude that this power to deceive the hu-
man mind, and originate all sorts of delusiom,
is somehow useful, somehor part of the univer-
sal order,

This involves no denial whatever of the
various appearances of relative evil, Nor does
Ageless Wisdom narcotize us into an indifferent
acceptance of these appearances at face value,
Precisely these persons:who have done most to
banish illness, sorrow and pain from the lives
of their contemporaries are the persons vho
bear 1witness to the reality of a higher order
of knowing, in which all consciousness of evil
disappears,

Here Tarot affords us a clue by the attribu-
tion to Key 15 of the zodiacal sign Capricorn,
vwhich is ruled by Saturn, planet of limitation
and restriction, In Capricorn, moreover, liars
is exalted, er has its highest field of expres-
sion, Thus we may expect to find in Key 15 a
symbolic representation of a power which both
binds and liberates,

In its binding aspect it creates form, All
form has definite limitations. All release of
energy, as we saw in our study of Key 13, which
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represents another aspect of the operation of
the Mars force, requires dissolution of forms,
In Capricorn, then, these opposite aspects of
Reality are brought together,

As applied to the keyword of our lesson, the
meaning is this: Form necessitates limitatiom,
and in our experience limitation is bondage.
Yet the very limitations which gall us may
become spurs to action vhich sets us free,

See how clearly this is indicated by the
first columm of Keys in the tableau given in
Lesson, 2, page 7. The exercise of concentra-
tion (Key 1) puts into operation the law of
suggestion (Xey 8), vhich results in a renewal
of consciousness that releases us from bondage
(Xey 15). When the force of Mars, represented
by the red robe of the Magician, 1is brought to
bear through concentration, it brings about a
regeneration which dissolves the appearances of
limitation,

Through Ayin, again, Key 15 is associated
with the idea of Mirth. Laughter is caused by
perception of +the incongruous., It is but a
step frum this to the truth that joy results
from the perception of the incongruity between
appearances of limitation and the truth that
man is the immediate agent of the One Identity.
Experimental verification of this truth brings
an experience of the most intense bliss, far
beyond, yet comparable to, the most ecstatic
sense-experiences known to man,

Finally, %o return to the title of Key 15,
there is an old saying, “The Devil is God as He
is misunderstocd by the wicked," This means
that the moastrous figure in Key 15 is a symbol
of man's ignorent notions of the true nature of
Reality, and more espacially, of man's false
opiciwis concerning his om place in the scheme
of thinges, This ignorance is the real Devil,
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and because it may be overcome, they who set
their feet upon the ancient liay of Liberation
learn how +to banish the Devil and destroy his
works,

COLORING INSTRUCTIONS

As you color Key 15 this week, notice par-
ticularly that this hideous figure ig an impos-
sible oombination of incongruities, Hever did
this nightmare shape exist outside the realm of
disordered feoncy, and it never can,

YELLO{: 1Insignia above  cross below navel of
devil, The hair of the male and female
figures, the torch flame, and the tail of
the male figure are yellew, shot with

e oredd

GREEN: Tail of female fipgure.

BRGIN; Feathers, legs and horns of devil,
torch handle, foreground, body and wings
of devil (this is nore effective if a
little gray be mixed with diluted browm;
to give a dull, earthy coler,)

WHITE: Star, beard, horns of male and female
figures,

STEEL Chain and ring.

REDs . Cross on devil's body, grapes on tail
of female figure, devil's eyes. (Also
note what is said under Yellow,)
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TAROT FUNDAMENTALS
LESSON THIRTY-FOUR
YHE DEVIL

The black background of Key 15 represents
darkness, It 1is & symbol of ignorance, It
refers also to Saturn, the planet ruling Capri-
corn, Dbecause the color black, especially in
heraldry, stends for this planet,

The central figure 1is an androgyne goat,
having the wings of a bat, the arms and hands
of a man, and the legs and feet of an eagle,
The wings refer to the designation of the Devil
as "prince of the paver of the air," They in-
dicate a subtle energy in the atmosphere, which
energy 1s one of the powers controlled by prac-
tical occultists.

The eagle's legs and feet refer to the sipgn
Scorpio, ruled by Mars, which planet is exalted
in Capricorn, The Scorpio forces must be puri-
fied in the fires of test and trial if we are
to be released fran bondage,

The arms and hands of the monster are showm
in a gesture resembling that made by the Magi-
cian. The difference is that the uplifted hand
" is open, and bears on its palm the astrological
symbol of Saturn, signifying limitation,

The position of the fingers of the Devil's
right hand is also a contrast to the gesture of
esotericism made by the Hierophant, . The Devil
secms to be saying, "What is visible, what can
be grasped by the senses, is all there is,"

This 1is the basic fallacy of materialism,
In the symbolism of +the Devil's hand it is
associated with the sign of the planet Saturn,
because materialism is the cause of man's worst
limitations,
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The inverted torch in the Devil's left hand
burns wastefully, and gives little light. It
vis +typical of +the false 1light of pseudo-_
science, It represents also the blazing torch
of revolution and rebellion,

On the Devil's body, just below the navel, a
symbol of ilercury refers to the activity of the
subtle processes of digestion and assimilation,
These, under the influence of Mercury in Virgo,
,are brought under control in the work of prace
‘tieal occultism, This work is a combination of
mental pr ocesses, indicated by the yellow upper
helf ° of +the Mercury symbol, with bodily re-
sponses’ Or - reactions, represented by the red
cross forming the lower half of the symbol,

.The, Devil's eyes are red, because lMars, cor-
r68pond1ng to that color, is exalted in the
‘sign Capricorn. They emphasize the meanings of
the 1letter Ayin, and refer also to the fact
" that Sight 1is attributed to the letter Heh, and
thus to Aries, a sign ruled by llars,

The inverted pentagram between the Devil's
horns 1is the most evil of all signs of black
magic, \The essence of black magic is mental
inversion, rooted in +the belief that the Self
of man is dominated by the elements composing
his physical enviromment.,) Thus the inverted
pentagram is a symbol of falsehood, because it
is mnever true that Spirit can be dominated by
matter,

The pedestal 1is a half-cube, representing
imperfect understanding of the physical world,
because this world is often symbolized by a
cube, At the front of the pedestal is a large
ring. To it are fastened chains which bind the
two smaller figures,

These typify +the human conscious and sub-
conseious minds., The bondage of delusion is
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a consequence of men's erroneous interpretation
of t he nature of the physical wmiverse,
The hoofs, horns and tails of these little
prisoners intimate that delusion bestializes
man,

On the Cube of Space, Key 15 is represented
by +the line Vest-Below, shovm in Figs, 1 and 2
of the diagram accompanying Lesson 18, This
line connects the 1lower ends of +the lines
North=West and South-liest. It designates an
activity working at the subconscious level,, It .
is +the lower boundary of the western face of
the Cube, and is alsc the western boundary of
the lower face, ' '

Considered under the first of these two
aspects, it represents the operation of what is
shovn in Key 10, at work on subccnscious levels
of maniflestation, Considered under the second
of these two aspects, it represents the subcon-
scious element in the Lew of Rotation,

Actually, these are simply two vays of de~
soribing one and the same activity. Hence bhey
are represented on the Cube by the single line
of Tlest-Below,

In terms of Tarot, then, we may say that Key
15 shows how the power represented by the High
Priestess manifests itself in the Law of Rota-
tion, and shows also those aspects of the Law
of Rotation which operate in the universe, and
in the 1life of man, below the level of con-
scious awareness, z

The current of energy in this line moves
from North +to South., It combines the current
passing from East +o West along the line of
North-Below with the current passing from Above
to Below along the line North~llest.

Key 1B therefore represents activity which
combines the forces of Key 9 with those of Key
11, Here is an important clue to the practical
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neaning of the Key. [ It shows us that whatever
is represented Wy the symbolism of the Devil
combines the secret forces of Virgo and Libra,

The line TYiest-Below 1is opposite the line
East-Below., The latter is related to the Char-
iot and t0 the sign Cancer, the zodiacal oppo-
site of Cepricorn, which corresponds to the
line Tljest-Belouw, Furthermore, the line ilest-
Below is diaponally opposite the line East=-
Above, and we have seen that there is a hint of
this opposition in the symbolism of Keys 6 and
15, : '
In practical ocecultism Key 15 represents a
force which combines the energy released into
the physical organism through the functions of
the Virgc region ' (as explained in Lessons 21
and 22), with +the  force specialized by the
adrenals, governed by Libra. _ :

: In one sensle, all these forces are really

phases in the operation of the Cne Foroce. Yet
each phase is distinct, and has its own pecul-
iar characteristics., As an illustration of the
same general principle, we may think of the One
Force as electricity, which may be specialized
through appropriate instruments into various
kinds of activity. Passing throeogh tha fild
ament. of an electric lamp, it marifests as
light. Sent through the coil of a stove, it
becomes heat. O(ne manifestation enables us to
read at mnight. The other warms a room, or
cooks a meal, But we do not try to read by the
light of a stove, nor cook a dinner over an
electric bulb,

To speak of anything so obvious may seem out
of place in a course of lessons meant for the
instruction of intelligent men and women, Yet
it is necessary, because sO many appear to be=
lieve that one needs only to make contact with
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the central source of the One Force in order to
accomplish all things. Again and again we have
been asked what good there is in "all this
technical knowledge." Often +the question is
put by a person deseribing himself as an
"advanced student," who has spent years reading
occult literature, and has been a member of one
or more “very ocoult" societies,

Failure to grasp yhis principle accounts fer
the lack of success attending the efforts of
many genuinely earnest students., It needs te
be said often that practical eccultism is Just
as full of inevitable technicalities as practi-
cal exoteric science, Our econquest o f the
Tnner world of ‘occult forces is made by the
same kind of procedurs which has brought about
our conquest of the outer world,

In SOVER STEPS, Lesson 1, is a quotation
from Eliphas Levi, describing the Astral Light,
Add to it these words from the same author:

"This electro-magnetic ether, this vital and -

luminous caloric, is represented on ancient:
monuments by the girdle of Isis, which twinses
in a 1love=knot round two poles, by the bull=
headed serpent, by the serpent with the head of
a goat or a dog, and by the serpent biting its
ovn tail, emblem of prudence and of Saturn. It
is the winged dragon of Iliedea, the double
serpent of +the cadusceus, and the tempter of
Genesis, Lastly, it is the devil of exoteric
dogmatism, and is really the blind force vhich
souls must oconquer, in order to detach thcm—
selves from the chains of earth,"

Now, in Genesis the tempter is called NChSh,
and this noun Nachash is closely related to the
word translated in +the Authorized Version as
"pbrass," though it really means copper, the
metal of Venus, The number of NChSh is 358,
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8200 Bno HRoATBASH A ROREM m bt
Christos,

What is hinted by +this numeral identity?
This, that the agency of tempsation and that of
release are one and the same, The Life-power
is the cause both of bondage and of liberation,
Wihen we do not understand them, the laws of the
Life-power's self-expression seem t o be eur
adversaries, Then we come +to know that all
manifestation proceeds from the One Identity,
we discover that a reversal of relationship is
possible, so that what seems $0 be against us
is, transformea into the means for our release
from all restriction,

Then Eliphas Levi speaks of the Astral Light
as blind, he omploys & subtlety of language.
The force is blind only so 1long as we are
unaware of 1its true nature, ' When we ourselves
. se¢ the truth, this,ferce becomes the vehicle
of our vision, Hence it is comnnected with
Ayin, the Eyes

The secret of release is to get the penta-
gran right side up, 1llan's monstrous imaginary
creation, the Devil, is really none other than
God, as God secms to men whc have an upside=
down conception of the I Ali. l:fo know what the
Self of man really is dispels the delusion that
Spirit is dominated by the olomon:Ez] Tihen this
delusion is overcome, the powerlcssness of evil
becomes elf-evident, ond the works of the
Devil-are destroycd.

Learn to laugh at appearances, Laugh at the
notion of a Devil, The most effective resist-
anee 0 error is ridiocule, Laugh at the Devil,
and he, and all his angels, will flee,
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LESSCN THIRTY-FIVE
ALAXENING

Vle some now tc the second stage of spiritual
unfoldment, which is +the awakening from the
dream of sensa, from the nightmare of bondage,
The first stage represented by Key 15, is that
of the realization of the nature of bondage,
and the perception that it is, after all, only
a bad dream, N

Key 16 is ebviously & picture of destruc- =

tion, but it 1is important to nctice that the
source of the destruetive power is the sun, and
that +the disintegrating force comes forth as a
flash of lightuning., This refers to the flash
of superconseiousness which econstitutes the.
first awakening,

It is the first moment ef clear visien, af=-
ter which the person to whom it comes is never
again quite the same a5 he wms befeore, It is
like the hatching ef a ehiek from the egge
Another 1life opens before it. So it is with
man, At the moment of sudden illuminstion pice
tured by Key 16, he receives an initiation, and
from then on he belongs to a new order of
creatures,

In The Book of Tokens, the meditation on the
letter Peh (%o which Key 16 1is attributed)
says:

"Yerily destruction is the foundation

of existence,
And in the tearing-dowm thou seest
Is but the assembling of material
For a grander structure,"

A little dcbservation will convince you that
destruction IS really the basis of existence.
Our entire lives are spent in the digintegra-
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tion of forms for the sake eof building up
other forms., Power is released by disintegra-
tion, The foed we eah, the clethes ws wear,
the automobiles we ride in, are all in process
of destructien from the first momsnt we put
them into use, In the act of destruction
itself lies all the utility we can extract from
any of these things.

In the experienee of spiritual unfoldment,
avakening is distinetly a destructive process,
All the eustomary wrong thinking and vrong aet-
ing must go. The false sense of persomal will,
of personel autonomy, of personal self-action,
must be destroyed,

This is not a comfortable process. 1ihen one
is foreed +to recognize the truth that same of
his most cherished beliefs are false, the con~
sequent readjustment is not easy. Yet the wise
in every ags have testified that this destrue-
tion is essentially & gathering of materials
for a grander structure,

The first chapter of the (ospel aecording to
St. John says: "In the beginning was the lord,
and the ¥ord was with God, and the Vord was
God, All things woere made by Him; and withoub
Him was not anything made that was made. That
which hath been made was life in Him, and the
life was the light of men,"

This passage refers o the power which you
have been studying since the first lesson of
SEVEN STEPS, You have learned that this pewer
is not only the source ef the forces used in
creation, iantegration and reproduetion, but
that from it spring also the forces manifest in
the opposites of these,

Henee The Book of Tckens, in the meditation
on Peh (which means literally "the mouth of man
as the organ of speech") states:
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"I am the liouth, whence issueth the breath
of life;

I am the all-devouring one

TThereunto all things return,"

This dis +the power which is sazctive in the
disintegration of +the old forms of personal
consciousness, It rends the veil which hides
truth from ow eyes. The teaching that this
breaking dowm of form is fundamental in the
process of the Life-power's self-manifestation
is very important,

The practical occultist has to learn that he
eannct hope +te reach any goal he may have set
for hinself without first breakin; dovm the
eonditions ~ im <thich he finds himself when he
formulates his desire, In occultism, as in
everything else, we cannot have cur cake and
eat it, tee, { Before we may find release from
the chains which bind us, we must learn how to
break them,

The tinle +o begin this process of breaking
dorm the old 1limiting forms is NOU, not some
time in the future, You have already made a
good start, You are aware of your limitations,
You are making an effort to transcend them,
This is witnessed by the fact that you have
folloved the instruction thus far,

As you proceed with it, other practieal
methods for combatting your limitations vill be
given you, and things of splendor will unfold
within you, Your first step is toc apply in
your daily 1life the principles represented by
the Terot Keys, s0 as tc build those principles
into the structure of youwr owm being, ;

The number 16 says as much., Right discrim
ination, the principle represented by Key 6, is
necessary in this work, Apply this principle
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through acts of concentration, typified by Key
1, and you will find that each day'!s experience
brings you socme measure of the avakening so
strikingly pictured here. Superficial oObserva=-
tion 1ill not suffice. You must give attention
to the meaning of your thoughts, desires and
actions, Thus you apply the principle of limi-
tation to overcome limitation,

He who is proficient in concentration rarely
places himself in embarrassing situations by
rash and unconsidered action, HXe thinks befere
he acts, and then acts wisely. The planet Mars
is related %0 Key 16 through the letter Peh,
and in exoteric astrology Mars. is the planet ef
war, and of rash action. Yet it 1is also the
planet of the driving force behind all suscess-
ful activity. The vmy the liars force manifests
in wus depends, therefore, on whether vie direct
it so as to make full use of its driving power,
or whether we permit it to control us, thus
inducing rash and feolish activity.

The Mars force is the propulsive energy of
desire, Direetim of desire is not repression,
Ho man without powerful desires and emctions
ever attains to the heights of mastery. Vhen
one tries tc repress the Mars force, it soomer
or later breaks 1loose in a burst of terrific
destruction, Books on analytical psychelogy
tell of meny herrible examjles of human wreck-
age caused by the repression of desirs,

The channels through which the desire foroe
finds expression are, however, normally under
our conscious comtrel, It is perfectly natural
to manage the desire-nature, Key 1, the lagi-
cian, shows how, Formulate your desires, using
intelligent discrimination, and then bring them
into manifestation by concentration, Make your
mental images of the desired results sharp and
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clear, 80 that subconsciousness will receive
definite impressions. Then the activity of the
dynamic Mers forcece will make your dreams came
true,

Some very old versions of Key 16 are named
"The House of God," Others are ealled "The
Fire of Heaven.," Still others bear the title,
"The Lightning-struck Tower.,"™ The title in our
version is a short form of this third veriant,
There is a tradition that it refers to the fall
of the Tower of Bebel, at vhich time hwian
speech 1is said to have become & confusiocn of
tongues,

Thus the +title is related to the notion of
speech which is comnected with the letter Peh.,
The ©ld Bible story indieates that it is a mis-
taken use of language to try to reach heaven by
means of a structure of words. The correct use
of language is to direct the forces of nature,
by making words the tools of organized thought,
When we +try to use vwrords to define supercon-
scious states, which are actually beyond words,
" the inevitable result is confusiomn,

This week, as you color Key 16, observe its
details closely, Try to get some hint of their
deeper meaning, and make note of whatever idoas
may come t0 you,

COLORING INSTRUCTIONS

YELLCW: Two bands on crown that lock like
rope; star; crowm of woman, The Yods are
yellow, with a tongue of red in the gen-
eral shape of a Yod in the lower right
corner of each, A preponderence of red,
shot with yellow, makes them more realis-
tic,

BLUE s Dress of woman; hose of men,
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GOLD: Crovm, except yellow parts, lightning-
flash,

GRAY : Tower, clouds (heavy storm clouds, as
in Key 10).

BROIN: (Med@f, ¥Top ¢f cliff is made a lighter

brOVJn. =
BLONDE: 1fcman's hair.
RED: Boots and coat of mam, shoes of woman.,

(See also under yellow,)
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LESSON THIRTY-SIX
THE TCWER

The lightning-flash in Key 16 is a reference
to the words of the Book of Formation (1:5):
“"The appearance of the ten spheres out of noth-
ing is like a flash of lightning, being without
end, His word is in them when they emanate and
when they return." Thus the lightning-flash is
a symbol of the power of the creative Word, and
so properly corresponds +to the letter Peh,
since the letter-name means the mouth as the
organ of specch.

The flash comes from a solar disk, to show
that the active force at work in the picture is
a phase of the working of the Life-power, in
spite of the seeming destruction wrought by it,
The disk 1is in the same corner of the picture
as the sun in Key O. Review what is said in
Lesson 4 concerning this, Remembor that the
reproductive force is the Mars force, which
establishes another link with the attribution
of Mars to Peh,

The lightning-flash is so drawn that it is &
diagram of the canplete expression of the ten
aspects of the Life-power which are mentianed
in The Pattern on the Trestleboard, This sym-
bolism is borrowed from a diagram familiar to
Qabalists,

In relation to the second stage of spiritual
unfoldment, the lightning indicates the sudden
illumination, or flash of inspiration, which
comes 10 us when we have faced cur partiocular
problem boldly, and have ooncentrated on it the
full force of the Life~power, by means of pro-
longed acts of atteution, Notice that the end
of the thunderbolt jis formed like an arrewhead,
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. an ancient character for the letter Beth, which
is the alphabetical symbol ef initiative, and
of the actual beginning of a cycle of activity,
corresponding to Key 1 of Tarot,.

The tower is built of brick, leid in twenty=-
two courses, Thus it represents a structure of
human specch, because the components of speech
are the letters of the alphabet, and in Hebrew
these are twenty-two,

This tower is a structure of humen error and
ignorance, yet it is at the same time a House
of God, Nothing is more true than that these
physical personalities of ours, even theough
they be structures which incorporate our false
notions, are at +the same time Temples of the
Living God. The ugliness and inadequacy of eur
bodies, their want of oomeliness and graee, are -
caused by the influence on subconsciousness of
our false thinking, expressed by erroneous use
of words,

Hence the lightning-flash of true perception
always mekes itself felt in the physical body,
because there must be & period of physical
read justment, before our bodies can be wehicles
for the expression of +the higher levels of
consciousnesss

The crown which is kmocked off the top of
the tower is a synbol of will-power, besause
the Hebrew noun Kether, meaning "crown," is a
synonym for "will"®, This, however, is a false
crovm, & symbol of mere usurpatiem, and its
nature is exposed by the four letters M with
which it is ornamented.

In Hebrew, M is Mem, &and the numeral value
of Mem, 40, multiplied by 4 is 160, the number
of the proper name Q I N, Cain, Cain, the
first  murderer, personifies the false idea of
will pover, the notion that every person has a
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will of his own, separate from the will-power
of other persoms, and from the Cosmic Will,

Right knowledge begins with a flash of per-
ception which mekes us realize that no detail
of our personal experience can be separated
from the +total expression of the Life-power's
activity, However brief this flash of realiza-
tion may be, it overthrows the notion of a
separate personal will; and it also distupts
mental structures based on the error that we
are living our lives in perpetual antagonism to
the universe and to the lives of our neighbors,
This lie is hehind every m\u-der, It is eradi-
cated by even the briefest’poreception of the.
fuudemental unity of all that exists,

The falling figures represenmt ‘the two modes
of personal consciousness, The man is aal!'-
consciousness, the woman subconsoiousness, The
flash of inspiration upsets all . our former
conceptions - of the nature of personal con--
sciousness, and reve’rs'ese ""our former weys of
thinking,

In Key 16 the figures are clobhed, because
they hide their +true nature from each other
while man remains in the state of ignorant sep-
arateness, In this eonnection, remember that
clothes are symbols of shame and sin,

Twenty-two Yods are shown, suspended in air,
Ten are on one side of the tower, so disposed
that they form the Qabalistiec diagram of the
Tree of Life. The twelve on the other side are
arranged symmetrically also., These Yods stand
for the twenty-two letters of the Hebrew alpha-
bet, because every Hebrew letter is said to be
some aspect of the letter Yod,

Thus +these Yods fleating in air represent
the sume-total of cosmic forces, They stand,
also, for +the elements of the Creative Word,
and for the powers of human personality,

§
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They are shown hanging in space, to present
symbolically the idea that none of these forces
has a physical foundation, This idea is just
the reverse of that suggested by the rocky,
isolated peak on vhich the tower is erected,
Note +that +this pesk is the seme color as the
Devil's body.

The average person thinks his 1life has a
physical basis., He supposes it to be sustained
by food, air, water, and the various physical
forces of his enviromment., Ageless Wisdom says
just the opposite., It decleres explieitly that
the one Life-power is the basis of all manifes-
tation whatsoever, physical or otherwise, It
by no meens denies the importance, much less

the actual .existence, of the physical plene;
" but it does say that the physical world is an
.expression of the powers of spiritual life,
Thus it declares that instead of life being
supported by the eonditions of physical ex-
istense, these conditions are caused and maine
tained by life.

It is undaubtedly true that certain definite
physical conditions must obtain in order that
the functions of humen personal ity may be exer
cised here on earth. It is not true that those
conditions are either cause or suppert for such
terrestrial functions of humen personality,
The true cause is the Life-power itself, and it
is the Eife-power which manifests itself in
every physical condition, in every physical
force, The conditions are the effects, net the
causes, of manifestatim,

Thus Ageless Wisdom holds eausation to be
vital, rather than physical. In our day this:
conception of causation is not in fashion, any
more then the ocaonception that the earth is

"round was in fashion in the days of Columbus,
It is true, mevertheless, and it is demonstra-
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bly true. Nor is it any less true because
roletively few persons now living are able to
nzko the demonstratione

Not every person can play a econcerto, They
who have sufficient musieal talent, and have
devoted themselves +t©0 hours of practice, are
avle to do so, Similarly, there are persons on
earth today who are suffiociently acquainted
with the laws of life, and sufficiently skilled
in applying them, because they have practiced,
so that they can control physical conditions to
en extent which seems to be miraculous, - . . .

Such virtuosi in the ardé of living have a
command of their bodies, dnd, through their
regenerated bodies, of their enviromment, which
enables them to do many extraordinary things,
Yet they all bear witness that at. one stage of
their development they were just as ignerant of
the lews of 1life &5 are most persons todey,
They met the same problems we are mceting, angd
faced the same diffieulties, At ome time in
their experience, they were as much in the dark
as we seem to be, They supposed causation was
physical, and they thought they were "going it
alone," Like the tower, their house of person-
ality was reared on a peak of selfish isolation
from the rest of humanity, and it was cromed
with the usurper's diadem of belief in personal
will,

Then there came a day when, like lightning,
a flash of clear perception reversed their
former opinions, Darkness closed round them
azain, for at this stage of spiritual unfold=-
mens, the light is not continuous. Yet they
rerembered whet they had seen, and the con-
sequence of +that recollection was a radic
change in +the fundamental conception on w
their whole conduct of life was based,
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We must make the same change, but before we
cen make it, we have to pass through the same
experience, If you have had this experience
already, you will understand the decper impli-
cations of Key 16, If you have not had it,
this 1lesson will help prepare you for the
sudden, terrible, yet wonderful awskening which
will end your dream of separation and bring
you near the beginning of the Way.

In the directional attributions e f <the
Hebrew letters, Peh is assigned to North., This
is the .place .of greatest symbolic darkness,
Thus DlNasonic ledges have no station in the
" North, " Because it is said that the sun never
shone o¢n the north side of the temple at Jerue
© saleme
; .Compare +this derkness symbolism with the
coler of the pillar on the left, or nckth, side
of+ Key 2, and with the color of the sphinx on
the same side of Key 7.  Note that the pillar
marked 4ith Beth is associated with the idea eof
strength, and that, in Hebrew wisdom, the word
translated strength may be rendered also as
severity, which is suggested by the forbidding
expression of the black sphinx in Key 7,

The idea behind this association of darkmess
and North with strength is the idea that those
powers which are, te the average mind, veiled
in darkness, are the powers which bring release
and enlightenment, The occult forces are 1lib-
erating forces, 1lhat inspires fear and terror
in the mind of a savage is what a eivilized man
employs to set himself free from 2 thousand
limitations which restriet a savage.

Nothing in nature inspires men with greater
fear than lightning. Yet the c¢ivilized man
annihilates distance by telephone, telegraph,
and wireless. By this willing servant of human
intelligence he sends words and pictures round
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the world, In hours he meakes journeys that
took days and months only a few years ago, and
the 1lightning-flash in a gas-engine mekes this
possible,

This is why the Emperor faces North, Human
reasoning is always ooncerned with the unknown,
with what is concealed from the average mind,
He who conquers his fear of darknes is mble
to distover the secrets it hides, and to bring
them and himself to light,

In Job 37:22 we read, "Fair weathor cameth
from the north," but the margin of the King" -
James Version substitutes "gold" for "fair
weather,” and this is the more aceurate trans- .
lation, In Hebrew it reads: MTzPVN ZHB IAThH,
and the numeral value of this phrase .is 696,
which is the number -of ASh HShMIM, Esh ha-
shamaim, "Fire of heaven." This 'last is the
same as the French title for Key 16 . "Le Feu.
de Ciel,"” :

This passage froam J ob is the text for a long
alchemical camentary in the Qabalistic Book of
Purifying FPFire, but discussion of this must be
reserved for our texts on Hermetic Science,
The point to be brought out now is that here is
rather more +than a hint that by "Mars" and by
"North" +the wise men of old indicated their
knowledge of the same force now named “elec=-
tricity," What is more, they lknew that the
occult force they symbelized by a flash of
lightning 3is the basis for those inner modifi-
cations of the personal vehicle which result in
enlighterment. This aspeet of the cosmic vital
electricity they represented also by a serpent,
Hence, in Key 6 there is a serpent on the north
side of the picture, and in Key 10 a serpent is
descending on the north side of the wheel,

Thus we may interpret “Gold cometh from the
nerth," as meaning, "Enlighterment has its
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origin in the hidden sources of power which
arouse the emotion of terror in the minds of
the ignorant,”

Remembering that a fundamental activity ef
the Mars force in human personality is the
stimulation of desire, devote yourself this
week to a study of your desires. Most of us
are beset by a Veritsble mob of miscellaneous
desires, Manyg of them are unimportant, weak,
ephemeral, An enlightenrsd man is a man of
comparatively few desires, but those he has are
dqep, powerful, ome-pointed. Such & men shoots
. straight at his mark, permitting nothing teo

deflect his purposeful aim, His thoughts dwell
. on what he has decided to be and ée, His mind
., pictures it elearly, His activity is directed
to its ateainment, _

Seléct yoéur most important desire, Do not
.allow less. important ones to imterfere with it,
Yielding to the influence of small desires dis-
sipates energy you.can apply to truly mportant
work,

This practice is dzfi'lcult, easy as it is to
describe, To bring the desire nature complete-
ly under control takes long, steady drill, On
this account, do not drop the practice at the
end of this week. Keep at it continually. Dee
sire is the power that achieves, and the art of
directing this power is the basis of all kinds
of mastery,






Al

Re\la.\l.‘\”-oh--def,mu e i

e 2 LR T

Tz ADDI

Med-*a*.on S N e G »
Mental os,:ed -))hvs.'c,dllaipeoh

.lea."':'o‘n to Keyla and qu'[;j e 3
o - - . LR ‘
S

TAROT

g FUNDAN IENTALS .

17 - REVELATION

05j30+ of Med: ‘}'rh’o*n —_ . e

Vec‘ of

SR
" WORD

Atju arigs - -

|356 Koty ars -
Sy - e Ve S A A
- - -~ ~ S b e e
LT
Rt o - - CI e L 6
A
."\\
b o o,
TN IR

3 :
| A

i /x\ﬂ
o - 3
Vet

- =ot=3

L L “’"‘“‘“SQ

§




TAROT FUNDAHENTALS
LESSUN THIRTY-SEVEN
REVELATION

The third stage of spiritual unfoldment rep-
resented by Tarot is Revelation., Revelation is
unveiling, disclosure, discovery. The discovery
is not made by the seeker for truth, It is made
to him, He receives the revelation, He does
not 1lift the veil of Isis, She unveils herself,

Thus Key 17 pictures something which operates
from above the level of human personal con-
sciousness, Disclosures made at this stage are
not perceived by the physical senses, They are
not conclusions reached by the reasoning mind,
as a consequence of Observing externals, Quite
the reverse, These revelations come when the
reasoning mind is completely stilled and the
senses séalod, .

Tzaddi 1is the Hebrew letter assigned to Key
17. Its name means "fish-hook," A fish-hook is
a symbol for angling, Hence it is related to
our 1ideas of experimentation, quest and re=-
search,

The quest is for soamething not yet definitely
realized, It is a groping, a feeling omne's way,
a "fishing" for something, Thus the symbol of a
fish~-hook stands for an agency or instrumental-
ity whereby one endeavors to solve problems or
enigmas, It +typifies a means for discovering
secrets, or a method whereby one follows a clue
leading to the understanding of a mystery.

Heditation is +this agency symbolized by a
fish-hook, The Qabalistic Book of Formation at-
tributes this activity to Tzaddi, and the Hebrew
verb (not found in the Bivle, but occuring
often in Rabbinical vwritings, means to think, to
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speculate, to fancy. Like the English word con-
template, it implies the marking out of a fisld
of observation, limited in extent, wherein the
whole force of attention may be brought to bear
on some object of thought,

Patanjali defines meditation as "an unbroken
flow of knowledge in a particular object." We
shall see that the symbolism of Key 17 agrees
with +this definition, MNeditation 1is close,
continued thought. It is deep reflection, It
is a continual dwelling on one central idea, a
diving dovm into the depths of the mind for the
various associations connected with the main
thought--that is, fishing for truth, '

You will note that sueh asscciations of
ideas are the basis of Tarot practiee, You
will finé +this carried out even further vhen,
later on, you come +to the detailed study of
Qabalistic correspondences and the Tree ef
Life.

Keys 1, 2 and 3 symbolize the fundamentals
of +the process, First, the selection of some
definite object, on which attention is fixed
(Key 1). Second, the associative activity rep-
resented by +the meaning of the letter Gimel
(Rey 2). Third, the development of mental
imagery, the basis of true understanding (Key
3). -~

These are the mental aspects of the medita-
tive process. That should not be overlooked is
the fact that meditation has specific physical
results, and employs physical energy in tho
organism of +the person who engages in meditas
tion,

The letter-name Tzaddi, "fish-hook", gives a
hint as +to +this physical part of meditation,
because in the Hebrew alphabet the idea "fish"
is represented by the letter Nun, and the idea
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Yhook" by the letter Vav, Note, also, that in
HVN, Nun, the letters N and V are combined,

The letter Nun, represented by Key 13, 1is
associated with the zodiacal sign Scorpio, and
with +the secret force governed by that sign,
The letter Vav, represented by Key 5, is linked
with the sign .Taurus. These +two signs are
opposites, but complements, The centers cor=-
responding to <them in the human body are alse
opposite and complementarye.

In meditation, the #£crcé vhich ordinarily
expresses itself through the Scorpio field of
the hunan body is raised, and becomes active in
the Taurus region, which includes the hearing
centers in the brain., The resulting stimula-

tion of +those centers ensbles One to become |

avvare ©f the Inner Voice represented by the
Hierophant. The Hierophant is the Revealer,
‘and Key 17 is a symbol of the Revelation,

The numeral value of the character Tz, Tzad-
di, is 90. This is also the value of the word
M I M, Mem, the name of the letter symbolized
by Key 12, the Hanged Man. The numeral corre-
spondence indicates a relation between the two
letters and the ideas they represent,

Even in the meaning of the letter-names vre
can see this, Certainly a fish-hook makes one
think of vmter, since it is an instrument for
lifting fish out of the vmater, Tiater, you will
remember, is the occult name for the universal
subconsciousness, the Great Sea in which all
things have their origin,

Again, the title of Key 12 is synonymous
with "The Suspended Mind," and signifies the
suspension of +the activity of personal con-
sciousness, as a result of profound meditation,
In Sanskrit writings on yoga, this suspension
is called Samadhi, and Samadhi is said to lead
to the revelation of the highest truths,
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Note in passing that a fish-~hook is usually
suspended from a line, so that the fact that it
hangs from something is what mekes it useful,

In meditation, by keeping +the stream of
consciousness flowing in relation to some par=-
ticular object, 1we gather impression after
impression from that cbject, Cur minds take
the form of that object. Vle become identified
with it. Thus we beccme avmare of the object's
inner nature. It reveals itself to us,

The object of meditation is usually some
sort cof problem, Just as one must have the
right sort of bait to induce fish to bite, so
cne must have a definite object feor meditation,
The reason for meditating is to solve the prob-
lem.

Because it 1is a problem, it appears to be
the adversary of the person who is meditating,
It may look like the Devil himself; but a prac-~
tical occultist Imows +this is only the first
appearance, and disregards it. He lmows the
solvent power of consciousness, and how to
apply it, :

The first thing to dec is to silence the
superficial activity of personal oonsciousness,
Just as a fisherman sits quietly, s0 must one
in meditation learn to wait patiently until the
fish of +thought +takes the hook, The hook is
alvays a specific question. They who imagine
they are meditating when they sit pessively,
imitating a jelly-fish by their mental attitude
of utter emptiness, are sadly mistaken.

Certain as it, is that we ourselves do not
discover truth, it is also needful for us to
understand that our mental attitude must be one
of active quest, lje must not be content merely
to sit still, in hope of enlightenment. Quiet
we must be, but at the same time intent on re-
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ceiving light on our problem--as the poet says,
we must Iinvite the soul, In this attitude we
are able to hear the Voice of the Hierophant,
and he will speak distinctly and definitely,

As we Dbecocme skilled in the practice ef
meditation, we find that shout all we have to
do, personally, with the disclosure of new
aspects of truth is the selection of & specific
problem as the pivot for our meditation. In
old Egypt there wused to be a statue of Isis,
with an inscription asserting that no mortal
had ever lifted her veil., This continues to be
true. Yet the veil of Isis is lifted again and
again for those vho are duly and truly prepared .
to behold the vision of her lovely presence,

Nature does mnot hide herself fram us. The
veil twhich conceals truth is the veil of humen
ignorance, the veil of man's foclish belief dn
his own separateness and mortality, and this
veil may be removed by the practice of medita-
tion,

The numver 17 1is composed of the digits 7
and 1, with 7 standing for the power which is
expressed, and 1 for the agency through which
that power operates. In Tarot, 7 is the Chari-
ot, symbol of the receptivity which is so
necessary for meditatien, The same Key is re-
lated to a special mode of consciousness known
as the Intelligence of the House of Influence,
Something which flows down into the field of
personal consciousness, when we are gquiet and
receptive, is what does the work in meditation.

He who wishes %0 meditate must be keenly
avare that personality is only a vehicle for
the Life-power. He must understand also that
the Life-power, being +the VORD or Creative
Speech, finds expression in all forms,
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Because this U(RD is actually seated in our
hearts, we are able to receive its disclosures
of truth. The mental attitude symbolized in
Tarot by the liagician dis +the means whereby
truth so disclosed may be put into practical
application., ILian is the <transformer of his
enviromment, in accordance with his perceptions
of reality, He IS this, whether he applies his
power wisely or umvisely, We are all magicians,
projecting our omm magic circle of oircumstance
by our mental imagery., ilhen we understand this
truth about ourselves and act upon it, we find
release from every kind of bondage,

The zodiacal sign Aquarius the liater-bearer
is attributed to Tzaddi, and thus to Key 17
also, Its symbol 1is +the same as one of the
alchemical symbols for dissolution. Thus it is
directly commected with ideas we have consider- -
ed in our study of Key 13. It is clear that
the 1latter 1is related to Key 17, because the
letter Nun, represented by K e y 13, means
“fiSh.“

In the symbolic representation of the fixed
signs of the zodiac, in the corners of Keys 10
and 21, Aquarius is indiceted by the Man, Man
is the great fisher for new forms of truth. He
is +the possessor of the Universal Solvent we
read of in alchemical books, The Universal Sol-
vent 1is human consciousness, concentrated and
directed in meditation. By means of this, men
may solve every problem,

Aquarius is ruled by Uranus and by Saturn.
These +two planets are represented by the first
and last Xeys of Tarot. Uranus is the Fool,
and Saturn is the YVarld., Here is a hint that
the practice of meditation will eventually find
answers t0 every question, from the most ab-
stract to the most concrete. Many other ideas
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/
/

are connected with this c¢o-rulership of Aquar- \//

ius, Seek to find them in meditation.

The title, The Star, refers to the universal
Light-energy which condenses itself into stars,
It 1is the reality behind their physical forms,.
The explanation of a more recondite meaning of
the title must be deferred to ancother time,

This week develop the exercise you began
last week., Formulate your desires into specif=-
ic problems, Focus upon them the spotlight of
your consciousness, liake every detail clear
and definite, Then, with this as a basis,
begin the fishing process of meditation,

Do not +try to +think about your problem’s
probable sclution, Rother let the stream of

consciousness flow, as it were, past your point -
of observation. ‘lilatch the ideas which seem to -

rise to the surface of themselves. Reject them
unless they show some definite relation to the
central idea of your meditation. Keep your
object alvays in view,

COLORING. INSTRUCTIGKS

YELLGis The central star.

GREEN s Grass, leaves on tree,

BLUE: Background, pool, water from vases.
Deeper shade in ovals on vases and
stripes round their necks,

VIOLET: Mountains, (Note that there are
rising hills before the peak,)

ORAHNGE: Vases (except stripes, ovals and
handles).

WHITE: Smaller stars, vase handles, the
stripes across ovals on vases, ex-
cept the stripes colored red, the
highlights on the water.

BRCGilN: Tree trunk,

\
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BLONDE; Hair, This can be done beautifully
by putting a little darker shade
over the shading lines,
FLESH: The woman's body.
RED: Top band over oval on vase at left

of card; lower band over oval on
vase at right; the bird on the
tree.
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THE STAR

The great yellow star is the Blazing Star of
Masonic symbolism, It stands also for the
Quintessence (Fifth Essence) of the alchenists,
This is clearly indicated by the fact that the
star has eight principal rays, The eight-
spoked designs on the dress of the Fool, the
Wheel of Fortune, and this eight-rayed star are
all emblems of the Quintessence, which is Spir-
it, the power behind the energy transmitted to
their world-systems by suns. HNote that the
star has also eight very short secondary rays.
You will find these rays fully developed in the
symbolism of Key 19.

; The seven lesser stars are also eight-rayed,

to show that they are manifestations of the
same Quintessence., They represent also the
seven alchemical metals: Lead, Iron, Tin, Gold,
Silver, Copper and Liercury, These correspond
to the .seven astrological planets: Saturn,
liars, Jupiter, Sun, Moon, Venus and Mercury.
Thus the stars of Key 17 are symbols of the
seven interior stars, called chalxras by Yogis,
vhich are centers through which the One Force
menifests itself in the human body.

Wthat has just been said is a forerunner to
instruction you will receive in later lessons,
You will +then be +t0ld more concerning these
centers, and will learn practical methods for
utilizing +the forces which work through then,
For +the present, this is work for which you
are not sufficiently prepared.

Concerning the development of these centers,
much has been published. A great deel of what
may be found in books is dangerous, because it
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géggs technical knowledge to persons ho are by
xO#:moans qualified to wuse 1it, so that they
often do themselves grave injuries. llorse even
than +this are those books vhich fill the mind
of +the student with a lot of time-masting non-
sense, Of which he must rid himself before he
can receive genuine instruction.

Vle refuse +to enter into argument with per-
scns who cannot see the need for keeping secret
certain aspects of occult instruction., They
cannot receive the knowledge they clamor for---
nor will they find it until they become wise
enough to see how vitally necessary the old
rule of secrecy really is. Thus we frankly ad-
nit that in +these lessons we hold back not a
little, in accordance with ancient usage which
we feel to be binding upon us. On the other
hand, we give you no "blinds" of false inter-
pretation, nor do we vwmste your time with
fruitless practices. When you have taien these
preliminary steps in your training, detailed
explanation of more advanced work 1will be
available, under suitable reserves,

The nude water-bearer is Isis-Urania. She
represents truth, and the practice of medita-
tion reveals +truth to wus ~<rithout disguise,
hence she 1is nude, Her legs are bent so that
each forms an angle of 90 degrees. 90 is the
nunber of the letter Tzaddi, and an angle of 90
degrees is an ancient symbol of rectitude.

The weight of her body rests on her left
Inee, and 1is supported by earth, representing
the facts of physical existence. Her balance
is maintained by her right leg, and her right
fooct rests on the surface of the pool, This
means that in meditation something occurs twhich
gives to the usually unstable mind-stuff, sym-
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bolized by water, a solidity and stability like
the physical world. Here is a hint of what al-
chemists mean by "fixation of the volatile,"

The +two vases are the two personal modes of
consciousness, like the two ministers in Key 5,
or the man and woman in Key 6, The ellipses on
the sides of the vases represent the zero sign,
Spirit, or Akasha. Only two ellipses are showm,
but there are really four, signifying the ex-
pression of Spirit through the four worlds and
the four elements,

From the vase in the woman's right hand
falls a stream which sets up vaves in the pool,
The waves are concentric rings, 1like the
circles on Key 10, These waves represent the
activity set up in subcansciousness by medita-
tion,

From the other vase a stream falls on land,
and it is divided into five parts. This repre=~
sents +the purification and perfection of the
senses, by means of right meditation. Two im=-
portant clues to the meaning of Key 17 are that
the woman 1ifts the vases, and that the wmater
comes from the pool and goes back to it,

The mnountain in the background is the same
as the one in Keys 6 and 8, It represents the
perfection of +the Great Work, which is man's
conscious control of the inorganic forms of the
Life-power's self-expression. This control be=-
gins with man's mastery of his own mind and
body, so that they become open channels for the
outflow of the higher aspects of +the Life-
power's true consciousness,

Ythen this preliminary work with the personal
vehicle is completed, then becomes possible the
culmination of the Operation of the Sun, in
the actual mastery of the patterns of the inor-
ganic world, by what appears to the wninitiated
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to be a mnysterious, miracle-working power of
the adept, The adept himself, however, kmows
that +this power is latent in all men, and he
seeks eagerly for those who are ready to begin
the journey to the mountain-pealz of mastery,

The +tree in the middle distance refers to
the human nervous system, vhich occult diagrams
often typify as a tree. The upper part of the
tree 1is the brain, and the trunk represents
the spinal cord, and the sympathetic nerves and
ganglia, :

The bird perched in the ‘branches is an ibis,
a fishing bird regarded by the Egyptians as
being sacred to Thoth, identified by the Greeks
with Hermes, and by the Romans with kiercury.
Here in Key 17, the bird of Hermes reminds us
that meditation is begun by, and supervised by,
the self-conscious aspect of human personality,
llercury or Hermes, pictured in Tarot as Key 1,
the Magician,

On +the diagram of +the Cube of Space, the
line corresponding to Tzaddi and Key 17 is the
line South-Above, which is the southern bound-
ary of the upper face of the cube.

This wupper face is represented in Tarot by
the Liagician, and since the line corresponding
to Key 17 is +the southern boundary of this
face, we see that Key 17 nust represent the
southern half of Key 1, where we see a table,
with the implements of ceremonial magic,

Nowr ceremonial magic itself is one form of
meditation, because everything done in a magi-
cal ceremonial 1is intended +to emphasize the
central idea, or seed-thought, of the ritual,
In this connection review lesson 6,

At this point it may be well to indicate the
direction of +the currents of energy in the
twelve boundary lines of the Cube of Space, In
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the diagrams accompanying Lesson 18, some of
these are shown in figure 1. You can add the
others to figure 2,

In the line North-East (Key 4), the current
moves dovmard from Above to Belaw, In the
line South-East (Key 5), it moves wupward from
Below to Above., In the line East-Above (Key 6),
it moves from South to North, as may be seen by
careful inspection of the symbols on that Key.
In the line Rast-Below (Xey 7), it moves from
North to South, like the river in the picture,

Thus it 1is possible to trace a continbioys
line round the boundaries of the eastern face
of the cube, begimming -rith Key 4 from Above to
Below, then through the line Bast-Below frem
North to South, then from Below to Above up the
line South-Bast, eand from the South-East upper
corner, through +the line East-Above, back to
the North-East upper corner, i

On +the UNorth face of the cube it is impos-
sible to +trace a continuous 1line, for the
current in +the lines North-Above (Key 8) and
North-Below (Key 9) moves in both lines from
Fast +to 1Vlest; and the current in the line
North-tjest (Key 11) moves, 1like the current in
the 1line North-East (Key 4), from Above to
Below,

It is impossible also t0 trace a continuous
path round the western face, because, although
the 1line South-llest carries a current from Be-
low to Above (Key 13), the lines Flest-Above and
West-Below both carry currents from North to
South (Keys 14 and 15).

On +the wupper face of the cube, however, we
may trace a continuous line, starting from any
corner, for Bast-Above (Key 6) moves from South
to North, North-Above (Key 8) carries a current
from East to TVlest, Viest-Above (Key 14) runs
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from North to South, and South-Above (Key 17)
carries a current from tlest to East,

No continuous line may be traced round the
lowver <face, because the lines East-Below and
liest-Belowr both move from North to South, Nor
may a continuous line be dravm round the south-
ern face, because the 1lines South-East and
South-lWlest both move from Below to Above; and
the 1line South-Below, 1like the 1line South-
Above, carries a current from Vlect to East,

Note +that +the line South-Above (Key 17)
begins at the upper end of the line South-llest
(Key 13) and runs back to the upper end of line
South-East (Xey 5). Thus this line does actu-
ally join +the 1line of Nun, the fish, to the
line of Vav, the hook (See Lesson 37).

Cbserve also that the current from the line
Test-Above (iey 14) and +that from the line
South-B&s$¥{Key 13) meet at the point where the
line South-Above begins. This ipndicafges that
the forces represented by Keys 13 and 14 are
blended in Key 17. In every act of right medi-
tetion the secret force of Scorpio is aimed by
the arrow of Sagittarius.

Furthermore, since the line corresponding to
ey 17 ends at the upper point of the line cor-
responding to Key 5, and the current in the
latter moves upward, it 1is evident that the
*orce carried by Key 17 cannot nove dovmvmrd
wgainst the current in the line South-East,

Vhat happens 1is that at the end of a suc-
;essful period of meditation, omne receives,
shrough the activity pictured by the Hiero-
ohant, a revelation of some eternal principle
thich bears directly on one's problem.

After this has occurred, the current from.
she line South-Above passes into the line Rast-
\bove, symbolized by Key 6. The revelation we
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receive at the end of a successful meditation
becomes part of the conscious awareness of the
person meditating, This additional enlighten-
ment then contributes +t o +the exercise of
discrimination pictured by Key 6.

At this time, we shall not follow the course
of the cube boundaries farther. Yet the alert
reader will be able to make his omm discoveries
by applying the principles already outlined.

Continue your meditation practice this week,
Begin it by giving five minutes to letting the
pictured image of Key 17 meke its impression on
your subconsciousnessy, Remember that this Key
is a picture of what adepts know about medita-
tion, and that it gives your subconsciousness
definite suggestions, which will make it easier
for you to meditate successfully.

Finally, think sirell upon this passage from
The Book of Tokens, It contains an important
secret concerning Key 17.

"Phinkest thou, O seeker for wisdom,
That thou bringest thyself into the Light
By thine ovm search?

Not so,.

I am the HOOK,
Cast into the waters of darkmess,
To bring men from their depths
Into the sphere of true perception,

Entering that sphere,
They must die to their old selves
Even as a fish cast upon the land must die!

Yet do they die only to live again,
And vhat before seemed life to them
Now weareth the aspect of death.
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lien think they seek me,
But it is I who seek them.

No other seeker is there than nyself,
4ind when I find mine owp,

The pain of questing is at an end,
The fish graspeth the hook,
Thinking to find food,

But the fisherman is the enjoyer of

the meal."
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ORGANIZATION

KEY 18 symbolizes the fourth stage of spir-
itual unfoldment, After one has realized that
the condition of bondage to appearances is but
an illusion (Key 15); when by the flash of
spiritual illuminaticn false structures o
wrong thousht and action have beeun overthrown,
(Key 16); then comes a pericd of quiet lile the
calm which follows a storm, and during it, new
relations are revealed %0 us through madita-
tion (Key 17). After +this Dbegins the prosess:
of organization, :

As used here, the term organization does not
mean the association of human beings into
groups Or societies. It refers rather to the
organization of the various parts of the human
body into a higher type of =rgzanism than that
which is spontaneously provided by the gencral
averages of evolution,

The practical application ¢f the principles
of Ageless Wisdom is aimed at this change in
the human organism, Creatures in the evolu-
tionary scale below man are incapable of any
great degree of self-modification, Animals and
plants brought under the influence of man may
be considerably modified in a relatively short
period of +time, but they show a tendency to
revert to the primitive types when the cultural
influence of man is for any reason removed,

The "Great Art," as the alchemists called
their practice, 1is concerned with the produc-
tion of a higher, finer, more sensitive and
responsive type of human body. This is not
effected by eugenic measures, It is not by se-
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lection and breeding, but by the(hirect action
of men's will and imagination upon his own
vehicle of flesh and blood, that the transform=
ation is effected;)

This transformation 1is the outcome of the
working +topgether of universal forces., It is
not merely a consequence of personal efforts.
Yet +the culmination of the Great Viork regquires
the introduction of the personal factor, No
man accomplishes this work until he himself
sees, understands, and applies the prineciples,
laws and <forces which are involved in that
transformation of his own substance, which the
alchenists called "The Operation of the Sun."

This acoonplishment is made possible by the
exercise of imagination, for imagination is
what makes clear and definite cur desires and
aspirations. lental images are the patterns
which we pass into subconsciousness, the build-
er of the body and the controller of all its
functions,

If our patterns are clear and definite, and
we keep thenr intact, subconeciousness will
build a body tc correspond to them. This does
not mean that we can sit still and do nothing
but hold mental images.  Not by any such prae-
tiece shall we transmute our bedies. 'hat it
does mean 1is that when our images are vivid,
they provide us with patterns for bodily trans-
formations, and impel us intc eourses of actiom
whieh bring about the necessary changes,

For example, a boy cherishes the image ef
becoming a concert pianist. This image dem-
inates his action, so that he goes willingly
through hours of practice which would b e
drudgery to¢ an unmusical person., The practiee
affects +the muscular strueture of his hands,
arms and legs. It causes many subtle changes
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in the centers of sight and hearing, It affects
many other groups o f nerves and muscles,
Eventually he becomes what he imaged. By action
corresponding to0 imagination, he has built for
himself the specially conditioned body which is
characteristic of a pianist,

The same principle holds true in every other
instance, A prize-fighter is dominated by his
imagery, and so is a poet, [ﬁverything that
human beings achieve 1is accomplished through
some kind of bodily activity, and each type of
activity is made possible by the developnent of
a corrsponding type of organic structure,]

This 1is as true of the prophet and seer as
it is of anybody else. [iThatever ycur cbject in
life may be, you will achieve it when you have
built e physical vehicle which can transforn
the Life-power into +the particular kinds of
action corresponding to your mental imagerys.|

The number 18 expresses the potency of the
number 8, working through 1. Thus it repre-
sents the Law of Suggestion symbolizea by Key 8
as being applied through the directive activity
of attention typified by Key 1.

You will find it to your advantage to review
Lesson Two of SEVEN STEPS IN PRACTICAL OCCULT-
ISii in connection with this study of Key 18,
Vthet that lesson has to say about subconscious-
ness should pass oftea through the conscious
nind, for each review impresses upon subcoOn-
sciousness 1itself a deeper imprint of your
conscious realization o f these facts, In
effect, when subconsciousness knows that e
understand what it c¢an do, it works better,
The most advanced adepts are not too wise to
renind themselves continually of +this, and
they invented Tarot for just this purpose.

In reference to the organization of a finer
and more respcnsive physical vehicle, this

{
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self-direction from the level of the conscious
mind applies a principle enunciated long ago
by Lamarck, who wrote:

"The production of a new organ in an animal
body results fran the supervention of a new
want continuing tc make itself felt, and a new
movement which +this want gives birth to and
encourages ., « o BEiffort may be in a large
measure unconscious and instinctive, but nust
in large measure be conscious, being made with
a mental purpose to produce some desirable
result,”

The Hebrew letter Qoph means "the back of
the head.," It alludes to the fact that some of
the most important organs in the body are lo-
cated in the rear of the skull, This part of
the head houses +the posterior 1lobes of the
cerebrum and cerebellum. The posterior lobe of
the cerebrum contains the sight center, so that
it is actually true that we see with the backs
of our heads.

Just below the posterior lobe of the cere-
brun is a knot of mnerve tissues called the
medulla oblongata, uniting the brain +to the
spinal cord and its branches, Thus the medulla
is +the conneeting link between the hisgher cemn-
ters of sensation, thought and action, located
in the head, and the subordinate centers locat-
ed in the body. The medulla itself is indeed a
knot, presenting; many intricate problems +to
anatomists and physiologists., lLiany of these
problems are unlikely to be solved by those who
depend on ordinary methods of investigation.

Unsatisfactory as ordinary study of the ner-
vous system must be, because tissues examined
under the microscope are taken from dead bod-
ies, it has been found that the medulla governs
respiration, that it regulates the heart, that
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it ccntains the principal center which controls
the circulation of +the blood throughout the
body. Besides these, it has other functions of
basic importance to the maintenance of the
organism, Thus the lmot of nerve cells at the
back of the head is really what keeps us elive,
for its functicns are carried on without inter-
ruption, even while we are asleep.

Sleep, therefore, is assigned in Qabalah to
the letter Qoph, because what consciousness
remains active in persomality during sleep has
its most important centers in the back of the
head, Sleep, moreover, is the veried of rest
and recuperation, during which the aste caused
by the day's activity is eliminated, and new
materials are woven into the bodily structure,

Tlhile we sleep, the plans and thoughts we
have been concerned with during the day are
ripened and brought +to maturity. Thus it is
proverbial +that mnight brings counsel, Many a
problem has bemn solved subconsciously during
the night, OGur mental proecesses continue at
subconscicus levels, even while the cells of
the upper brain are resting,

It 1is during sleep that our aspirations and
efforts are built into organic structure, Vhag
we have thought and done during the day goes on
influencing +the body while we sleep, This is
why it is advantageous +t0 review each day,
before falling asleep. Ule see where we have
fallen short, and we vigorously determine to do
better +the mnext time we find ourselves in a
similar situation, TVle intensify the effect of
all our well-doing by this mental repetition of
our Original actions and thoughts. Then, the-
fore compesing ourselves for slumber, ve once
more bring before us, as clearly as we can, the
image of that which is our highest and truest

k3
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desire, By this means we actually build our
aspirations into our flesh and blood, impress=-
ing our dominant desire on every cell,

As you make yourself <familiar with +the
details of Key 18 this week, vhile coloring it,
try to work out this hint. The digits of the
number 18 "add +to 9, and 9 1is +the Hermit,
Review the +two lessons on Key 9, with special
reference to the instructions concerning the
functions and secret pcwer of the Virgo ared of
the human body. Then notice that Keys 9 and 18
are both night scenes, while both have the sug-
gestion of a height, and of a path leading to
that height, This will . prepare you to under-
stand next weelk's lesson,

COLCRING INSTRUCTICHS

YELLOW s Moon and rays; path. Yods same as in
Key }.6 @

GREEN: Grass in foreground. (Hote that
this does not reach the towers.,)

BLUE: Backgrcund, pool,

GRAY : Towers, wolf, stones round pool,

VICLET: Crayfish, mountains., (Dilute fer
mountains, )

BRCi.N: Dog, plains between grass and the
mountains,

THITE: Tower windows, highlights on pool,
wolf's fang,
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THE MOON

Key 18's title, The LMoon, is a direct refer-
ence to subconsciousness, and its powers of
duplication, reflecticmm, reproduction, and the
turning of energy back to its source, In its
deeper meaning, Key 18 therefore symbolizes the
Path of Return.

An ancient esoteric maxim is plainly indi-
cated by the symbols of this Key. "First the
stone, then the plant, then the animal, then
the man," At the lower end of the path, at the
margin of +the pool, are several stones, dJust
beyond them are the pointed leaves of a vmter=
plant, looking like arrows, and suggesting aim
and aspiration, The vegetation continues also
in the field beyond. Climbing onto the path is
a relatively low form of animal life, a crusta-
cean, and a little farther al ong are a dog and
a wolfs Then come the towers, human structures,
but the path continues beyond them.

The pool below is the same as that of Keys
14 and 17, It 1is +the great deep of cesnmic
mind-stuff, out of which emerges the dry land
of physical manifestation., Fran it all fornm,
inorgenic as well as organic, proceeds,

The crayfish is a crustacean, hard-shelled,
Note +that its shape is similar to that of a
scorpion, This resemblance is one of the rea-
scns for selecting this particular creature as
a symbol, That which rises, and makes the
whole journey along the Path of Return, is, the
force of +the sign Scorpio, as we have “seen
throughout these lessas, The crayfish also
represents, on the negatice side, selfishness,
crabbhedrecs, obskinacy; but on the positive
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side It 1is a type of purpose, determination,
and pertinacity. On account of its shell, this
animal +ypifies salso the early stages o f
unfoldment, wherein the student still thinks of
himself as being separated from the rest of
nature,

The dog and +the wolf belong to the same
fundamental genus, the canine family. The wild,
dangerous wolf is what nature produces, apart
fron human interference and adaptation, The
dog is the result of modifications effected in
the wolf by human thoupht. Men tame wolves and
modily. the structure or their bodies by cress-
breeding. Thus this detail in the symbolism is
a direct allusion t0 c¢ontrol of +the body-
consciousness, and to development of specific
patterns formulated by human intelligence. The
wolf, therefore, is a symbol of Nature, and the
dog a symbol of Art,

The path goes between these extremes, For
it is the way of balance, the way or method
which goes neither too far toward artificiality
nor toward +the error that everything should
be left to0 natural impulse,

The path progresses over undulating ground,
so that 1it. is a succession of ascents and
descents, Advance along the Path of Return is‘
not an wnbroken upward climb. As we btraverse
it, we attain one eminence after ancther, and
after surmounting some lesser pealk, we seem tO
go dovmhill for a time,

Vle cannot be climbing all the time., In the
Great Vlork there is periodieity. It is a work
of the Moon, as well as a work of the Sun. In
this operation there must be waning as well as
waxing, reflux as well as flux, rest as well as
activity. Assimilation, or +taking in, must
be balanced b y expressiom, or giving out,
Pericds of intense effort must alternate with
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periods of relaxation. A bow always drawn
never speeds the arraw,

Since the path rises over rolling ground, as
one advances there comes a time when the lowest
point of descent is a higher level than the
peak of & previous attainment, The lessocn of
this path symbol 1is of great importance te
occult students, To all of us there come times
when we camot elinb, and if we do not under-
stand the law here represented, we become
discouraged. The one thing needful is to keep
facing toward the goal, -

The towers are the work of man, They have
battlements, and form a gateway. The sugges-
tion of the design is that each tower is part
of & vall, not shovm in the picturs, The oc=- .
cult interpretation we have received is that
this is +the wall of +the ordinary limits of
human sensation and perception, Yet it is not
a final boundary., A vast region of éxperience
extends beyond it, Dlany have entered that
region, and their footsteps have marked a path
whercby we may follow them,

The moon is so drawm that it has sixteen
principal and sixteen secondary rays, though in
the picture saae of the secondary rays at the
top of the desipgn are not clearly shorm, Thus
there are thirty-twe rays, and this number 32
is, first of all, the number of paths on the
Qabalistic diagram of the Tree of Life, vhich
showrs the +ten forces corresponding +o0 the
numbers from 1 to 10, and tie twenty-two forces
represented by the letters of the Hebrew alpha-
bet and the Tarot Keys. Hence the rays of the
moon indicate the sum-total of cosmie forces at
work in the field of humen personality,

32 is also the number of the Hebrew noun LB,
laib, meaning "the heart (i n all senses,
Especially as the seat of kmowledge, under-
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stand’ng and thinking); also, midst, center."
In this connection, remember ths quotation from
Eliphas Levi; in SEVEN STEPS, Lesson 1, which
identifies the heart of man with the sympathet-
ic nervouse system,

The Hebrew word for Moon is LBNH, lebanah,
Its first two letters spell laib, “heart." The
second two spell BH, ben, “son.," The last two
spell NH, nah, "ornament, beautification." The
first three letters spell LBN, laban, “white,"
The last three spell BNH, bavmaw, "to build,
te make, to ersct," A

This escteric analysis of the word LBNH,
according to accepted methods of Qabalists,
suggests: 1. That in the heart of the Son (men)
are to be found the sources of beauty; 2; That
in the aspect of the Life-power identified in
yogs and alchemy as the "white wark" of the
Moon, is concealed the real sé&cret of building
the mystic temple of rezenerated humanity,.

Eighteen Yods fall from the moon onto the
path. In the colored Keys they are partly red
and partly yvellow, +to¢ intimate the combination
of solar energy (yellow) 1with the vital force
in the blood (red).

In some versions of Tarot, these Yods are
replaced by drops of blood, indicating the sanme
underlying idea, which 1s that the powers of
subconsciousness are developed as actual physi-
cal structure +through changes in the chemical
constitution of +the blood, The body is built
from elements contained in the blood stream,
and the chemistry of ©blood is controlled by
subconsciousness, the moon in Key 18,

The Tlay of Attainment is the Path of Return.
The Beyond is really the Source., Wthat is
before us in the future is also what is behind
us in the past. This is one meaning of the say-
ing, "The 1last shall be first, and the first
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shall be last."™ Vhen the cycle of evolution is
completed, end and beginning are one,

The height +to which the path leads is that
whereon stands the Hermit of Key 9. Ancient
teachers have left clear descriptions of this
Way. They say it is narrow, meaning that con-
centration is required from thosc who follow
it, It is a mode of life balanced between the
conditions of nature and suveh modifications of
those conditions as are possible to art,

The beginning of the Way is in the realm of
the familiar, of the cormonplace, The path
leads, by easy stages, from the knomm to the
less=knovm, and fran the Iless-lmorm +to the
unknovm, Every great Master of life has fol-
lowved this path to its goal,[ The path itself
is the path of physiological reorganization. |
The goal is +true Self-recognition, correct
perception of the universal I AM, and mental
identification with that ONE REALITY,

Thus on the Cube of Space the line corre-
sponding +to Qoph and Key 18 is the line at the
bottom of the southern face, South-Below, which
connects the lower end of the line South-ilest
to the lower end of the line South-Iast, The
current in +this line South-Belaw moves from
Tlest to Iast, +that is, from appearances to
causes,

This line receives no influvence from the
line South-ilest, beeause in the latter the
current of energy moves upward. The line does
receive a stream of influence from the line
Tlest-Below, corresponding to Ayin, Key 15, and
the sign Capricorne

This 1line South-Below is that of the sign
Pisces, the twelfth and last sign of the zodi-
ac, Pisces is ruled by Jupiter (eorresponding
to West), and in this sign, Venus (which corre-
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sponds to East) is said to be exalted. In this
connecticn, note that the line rums from tlest
to Bast, and at the South-East corner communi-
cates its influence to +the line South-East,
corresponding to Key 5. Compare this with what
is written at the end of the first paragraph
on page 5, HNental identifiecation with the
ONE REALITY is precisely what is symbolized by
Key 5, and this identification results fraom the
reorganization symbolized by Key 18. As a fur-
ther confirmation of the attribution of Key 18
to Pisces, you will note that Pisces rules the
feet, and +this 1is suggested by the path, or
track, left by +the feet of +those who have
traveled over it,

This week begin the practice of reviewing
your day's activities Jjust before going to
sleep. Record your gains and failures in your
diary. Your attainments are steps in your
progress tovard Self-realization., Your failures
warn you what to avoid in future.

Never muse long on your failures., Remember
that vhat we call "sin" is nothing but "missing
the mark," Do not worry., [Jforry is concentra-
tion on the negative appearances of life,| If
you are given +to0 worry, then you possess the
ability to concentrate., Chenge the polarity of
your +thoughts and emotions, Before you fall
aslesep, impress subconsciousness with the most
positive idmages of good you can fashion, Per-
sist in this practice, You will sow seeds whieh
subeonseiousness will build into a new and
better bodily structure.
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REGENERATICN

The fifth stage of spiritual unfoldment,
symbolized by Key 19, is the stage of the new
birth from natural humenity into spiritual
humenity. Every ceremonial presentation of the
process of regeneration employs this symbolism
of rebirth.

In the natural man, the powers of subcon-
sciousness are stifled and perverted by the
negative suggestions implanted as a result of
erroneous conscious thinking., By applying the
correct conscious selfedirection to his efforts
to grow, a man becomes truly a new=born being,
one "twice-born," In this new birth the physi-
cal body 1is +transformed, and the practical
method which effects this change is concisely
summarized in the injunction, "Be ye transform-
ed by the renewing of your mind."

‘Meditate on these words. The new birth is a
very real process, & despening inner realiza-
tion. of +the +true status of man in the cosmic
order, [f[t is a degree of adeptship, that of
liveration from +the limitations ~of physical
matter and circumstance. It is also a grade of
conscious identification with the One Life.])

Yet it is not final. For though it is a
S%age wherein all materiel resources are under
the control of the adept, who, having himself
become childlike, experiences the fulfilment of
the promise: #"A little child shall lead them,"
the person who reaches this grade still feels
himself to be a separate, or at least distinct,
entity. This is not full liberation, but it is
a higher stage +than any of those preceding it,
It is, in particular, the stage at which all
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physical forces are dominated by the will of
the adept, because he is an unobstructed vehi-
cle for the power of the One Vill which has
ruled these forces ever since the beginning,

The number 19 stands for the expression of
the power symbolized by $§ through that symbol-
ized by 1, In Tarot, this is the expression of
the force represented by the Hermit through the
8otivity represented by the Magician,

Remember that you learned from Lessons 21
and 22 that the Hermit regpresents the universal
Will, +the single free will-power of the One
Identity. The Magician represents the plane of
personal self-consciousness, Thus it is evi=-
dent that in Tarot the number 19 denotes the
expression of the One Will through human self-
consciousness,

The Hebrew letter Resh means "head," Vith
. the noun "head" we associate the idea of begin-
ning, since what 1is in the beginning comes
first, or +takes the 1lead, and therefore has
precedence, priority and superiority, The head
of a govermment 1is its ruler, the head of a
class is its brightest pupily, and the heads of
a speech are the principal points of argument
or exposition.

Again, we speak of "head"™ in the sense of
power, as when we say "a full head of steam,"
suggesting concentrated energy. The ideas of
completion and accomplishment, moreover, are
indicated by phrases like "“to bring to a head,"
or "50 come to & head."

The sun is the heavenly body assigned to the
letter Resh, This conneets the esoteric mean-
ing of +the 1letter with all ideas associated
with the sun, In both Testaments, the Bible
calls God the "sun of life and light,"™ and in
other sacred books, +the sun 1 s e principal
emblem of Deity.
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In alchemical writings we read that the
Great liork 1is the operation of the Sun. The
sun 1is also the symbol for alchemical gold, of
which Eliphas Levi wrcte:

"The gold of the philosophers is, in re-
ligion, the absolute and supreme reason; in
philosophy it is truth; in visible nature it is
the sun, which 1is the emblem of the sun of
truth, as that itself is the shadow cf the
First Source vwhence all splendours spring; in
the subterranean wrorld it is the purest and
most perfect golds For this reason the search
after the magnum opus is celled the search
after the Absolute, and the Great Work is
itself called the work of the sun.,"

The correspondence betireen the sun and geld
is a clue to the whole Hermetic mystery. Thus
Sendivogius says the Philosophers! Stone is
nothing other than gold digested to the highest
degree, Similarly, the anonymous Germaen author
of The Golden Tract says: "The reader now knows
that the substance of our Stone is neither ani-
mal nor vegetable, and that it does not belong
to the minerals or the base metals, but that it
must be extracted from gold and silver, - .and
that our gold and silver are not the wvulgar,
dead gold and silver, but the living gold and
silver of the Sages."

his living gold, in its physieal menifesta-
tion, is the radiant energy of the sun, vhich
is truly the First latter of the Great Vorky]
The alchemists say the First Matter has as many
nemes as there are things on earth, that it
swims with +the fishes in the sea, and flies
with +the birds in the air, Compare their
doctrine with +the following quotation from
Tyndall's twelfth lecture on HEATj

"Bvery tree, plant, and flower, grows and
flourishes by the grace and bounty of the sun,
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"As surely as the force which .noges a
clock!s hands is derived from the arm which
winds up the clock, so surely is all terrestri-
al pover derived from the sun,

"Leaving out of account the eruption of
volcanoes, and the ebb and flow of "the fides,
every menifestation of power, organic and in-
organic, vital and physical, is preduced by the
sun, His warmth keeps the sea liquid, and the
atmosphere a gas, and all the storms which agi-
tate both are blovn by the mechanical rorce of
the sun, He 1lifts the rivers and glaciers up
t0 the mountains; and thus the cataract and the
avalanche shoot with an energy derived immedi-
ately from him, Thunder and lightning are also
his transmuted strength. IEvery fire that burns
and every flame that glows dispenses light and
heat which originally belonged to the sun, In
these days, unhappily, the news of battle is
familiar to us, but every shock and every
charge is an application, or misapplication, of
the mechanical force of the sun., He blows the
trumpet, he urges the projectile, he bursts the
bomb, And remember, this is not poetry, but
rigid mechanical +truth. He rears, as I ahve
said, the whole vegetable world, and through it
the aninal; the 1lilies of the field are his
workmanship, the verdure of +the meadows, and
the cattle upon a thousand hills., He forms the
nuscle; he urges +the bloods he builds the
brain, His fleetness is in the lion's foot; he
scars in +the eagle, he slides in the snale,
(Note here Tyndall's subconscious mind, drawing
on its treasure-house of images for the symbols
of Leo and Scorpio,) He builds the forest and
hews it down, the power which raised the tres,
and which wields the axe, being one and the
same, The clover sprouts and blossoms and the
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scythe of the mower swings by the operation of
the same force, (Note here another working of
the scientist's intuition, emphasizing that the
reproductive pover, and that which is, for the
clover, the scythe of death, are cne,) The swun
digs the ore from our mines, he rolls the irom,
he rivets +the plates, he boils the vater; he

draws the train, He not only grows the cotton,
but he spins the fibre and weaves the web.
There is not a hammer raised, or a wheel turn-

ed, or a shuttle thrown, that is not raised and
turned and throm by the sun. IIis energy is

turned freely into space, but our world is a

halting place where this energy is conditiocned,

Here the Proteus works his spells; the selfeame

essence takes a million hues and shapes, and

~finally dissolves into its primitive and almost

formless forgy. The sun comes to us as heat; he

quits us as heat; and between his entrance and
departure the multiform powers of our globe
appear. They are all special forms of solar

power--the moulds into vhich his strength is

temporarily poured in passing from its source

through infinitude,"

This quotation is a brilliant exposition of
the physical manifestations of the One Radiant
Energy. In Tarot, as in alchemy, this ALL POU-
IR is often represented as water, for, as Levi
sayss "It is substance and motion at one and
the same +time; it is a fluid and a perpetual
vibration," And one of the alchemists, speak-
ing of +this spiritual radiance as the First
Matter or Primal Substance, devlares, "If you
call it water, you will nct be wrong."

Dorm through the ages, the wise men who com-
pose the Inner School have transmitted their
knowvledge of +this 1living, fluidic radiances
Modern science has gone far since Tyndall's
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day, and mnow its high priests give out a doe-
trine differing from Ageless liisdon in just one
particular, The modern doctrine is a result of
speculative reasoning, based on analysis of the
elements composing man's enviromment. Ageless
Wisdon is an expression of direct experience,
possible for all, but knowm to relatively few,
The spiritual, fluidic, golden water of the
alchemist is a reality, and may be perceived as
immediately and definitely as any other phenom-
snon in nature, Hence the Sages aver that they
have seen their First MNatter with their owm
eyes, and have touched it with their hands,

They say their First Matter is seen Wy all,
though Inowm By few, It is, then, something
within the range of owr physical senses, Its
effects are perceptible by ordinary sensation,
but not every person knows the significance of
this which is seen by all., Ageless Tiisdom is a
record of the experience of thase who, lcoking
in the right direction, have seen into some-
thing which the uninitiated only look at,

In the human body, +the point of entrance
which admits +this living radiance into the
field of personality is a group of nerve cells
forming what anatomists call the cardiac gan-
glion, This ganglion 1is in +the sympathetic
nervous system, Jjust above and behind the
heart, the beat of which it controls., The
undifferentiated Life-power enters the body
through this center, as an electriec current
enters a building through the main switch, The
nerve cells of the sum-center charge the blood-
stream, as it passes through the heart, with
this current of radiant energy. Persons having
the finer wvision which is one of the conse-
quences of occult training are able to see the
fine vibrations of this force as they enter our
bodies through this "main switch," ;]
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In astrology, the sun rules the sign Leo,
which governs the heart, and this confirms the
Inner School's attribution of the sun to the
cardisc ganglion, instead of to the solar plex=-
us, Ilodern vriters who make the latter wrong
attribution do so because they are misled by
the anatomists! name for the great nerve center
behind +the stomach, which in our werk is cor-
rectly attributed to Jupiter. In relation to
Tarot this makes Key 19 the dominant force man-
ifested by the process depicted in Key 8. You
will profit by re-reading Lessons 19 and 20,
with +the thought in mind that they explain the
result of what is showm in Key 18,

Astrologers seay also that the sun is exalt-
ed, or raised tc its highest form of expression
in Aries, corresponding %o Xey 4. Here it
will be wrorthwhile tc review Lessons 11 and 12,
thinlking of what is pictured by the Emperor as
being the highest manifestation of what is sym=
bolized by Key 19.

In studying Xey 18, we noted that its number
indicates a correspondence betireen the body-
building processes symbolized by that Key and
the functions of the Virgo region, typified by
Key 9. In our study of ey 19 we have to do
with the same functions. For it will be remem-
bered <that what alchenists call their "Stone"
is termed also their “Hedicine.," (In this con-
nection, reviewwr +the explanations of the irord
"Stone," given in Lessons & and 14,)

Consider now the separate letters of the
noun ABN, ehben, Stone. The first is Aleph,
symbol of +the Life-Breath, typified by Key O,
the Fool, The second is Beth, representing
self-consciousness, and liercury, the Liagician,
The third is Nun, corresponding to Scorpio, and
symbolized by Key 13. Add together the numbers
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of Keys O, 1 and 13, and the total is 14, the
number of Temperance, symbolizing the Imowledge
and conversation of the Holy Guardian Angel,

Tthen we establish communication with the
Higher Self, we enter into a state of conscious
recognition of the truth that the Father (4B)
and the Son (Bil) are truly in perfect union,
Vie enter into +this consciocusness through an
influx of the ALL-PGIER (Key 0) into the field
of self-conscicusness (Key 1), whence it is
directed to subconscious levels so as to modify
the operation of the serpent-power or Scorpio
force, Thus the Magician cultivates flowers in
his garden, and flowers are the reproductive
organs ef the vegetable kingdom,.

As a result of exercises undertaken by prac-
tical occultists, the force which analytical
psycholegy terms libido is raised or sublimated
so thaet it avalens brain centers which bring us
into +the higher order of knowing, in vhich the
Father (AB), and the Son (BN), instead of being
regarded as separate, are seen t0 be in perfect
union, This conscious realization is not only
the "Stone," but also the Miedicine," for it
heals all diseases of mind and body, Sometimes
it is called +the iledicine of Metals, because
the alchemical metals are the seven interior
stars pictured by Xey 17, and these are made
whole, and +their powers equilibrated, in the
state of e¢onsciocusness indicated by the inner
significance of ABN, ehben, the STUNE,

The result is a physiological, as well as a
psychological, transformation., The adept's body
chemistry is changed. The subtle structure of
the cells composing his organism is changed,
Thus he becomes newly born, or regenerated,

As you color Key 19, fix its details in
mind, so that you will the more easily follaow
the explanations in the next lesson. Keep up -
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the practice of reviewing the day's activities;
but this week endeavor to intensify your reali-
zation that the entire physical aspect of these
activities is, as the long quotation from Tyn-
dall shows, really a transformation of solar
radiance into all the nultiform events and
things of your daily experience,

COLURING INSTRUCTICNS

YELLG: Sun and rays, sunflover petals,

GREEN: Grass (circle should be darker than
the rest of the grass), leaves,

BLUE: Background. (This should encircle
the rays extending from +the sun.
Blue projections, similar to those
on the face of the sun in the Key,
should extend inward from the edge
of the circle, toward the sun, Make
these projections very short.)

BROIN: Sumflowver centers,

GRAY: Tlall,

ORANGE: Yods,

BLONDE: Hair of both children.
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THE SUN

The +title, The Sun, corresvonds to the dom-
inant symbol of the Key, a radiant solar orb
with & human countenance, It confirms the
attribution of this Key to the letter Resh, and
conveys all the meanings attached to the solar
symbo®l in the preceding lesson,

The sun itself is the ¢ onventional alchemi-
cal representation of the day-star, but there
are details in the design which are important,
as showing the relation of Key 19 to other XKeys
in the Tarot series.

The sun. has eight salient or pointed rays,
Thus the lines passing through the center of
the orb from these rays form the same angles as
the lines within +the circles of the Foolts
dress, the lines forming the spokes of the
Ttheel of Fortune, and the lines of the great
star in Key 17. Omne and +the same power is
represented by .all these symbols, since their
gecmetrical properties are identical,

VThen you studied Key 17, you were told that
the secondary rays of the greater star would be
seen again in Key 19. Here they are extended
to form eight curved or wavy rays of the sun,
It is as if +there had been a development of
power, and +the nature of this development is
clearly indicated, because curved lines always
represent feminine aspects of the Life-power.
That 3is showm in Key 19 is the equal develop-
ment of maseuline (salient) and feminine (wavy)
forms of the universal radiant energy.

Besides these larger rays, forty-eight beams
are shom, in groups of three, each group being
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placed between a salient and a wavy ray. These
refer +to +the expression of the One Force in
activities of integration, preservation and
disintegration., Their number, 48, not only
reduces to 12, but is also 4 x 12, sugmesting
some connection with Xey 12, as well as the
operation of the law symbolized by that Key in
the four phases of "matter"--fire, water, air
and earth.

Again, the salient rays of +the sun, mas-
culine, refer to the solar radiance itself, and
to the alchemical sun, alvrays designated by the
pronoun "he," The wavy rays, feminine, re-
fer to the lunar current of the Life-power, and
the moon is always designated as "she,"

= The number 48 1is the value of the Hebrew
noun KVEB, which, as a common noun, is employ«~
_ed to designate any star; but is moOre particu-
larly referred to the planet llercury. Hence the

hree types of rays extending from the solar
disk hint at the combination of the sun (sali-
ent), moon (wavy), and Mercury (the forty-eight
beams). This, together with the fact that the
sun has a human face, makes it evident that
this symbol represents +the Operation of the
Sun, for alchemists says "The Great iiork is
performed by the Sun and lMoon, with the aid of
liercury "

This work is +the regeneration of human
personality, and its perfection gives us the
Stone (ABN), described over and over again as
being something which never can be made, save
by the grace of God., To attain the goal, some~
thing more than personal effort is required,
and the something more is an influx of power
from the superconscious level of Being,

Round the disk of the sun are shown a series
of short linesg Their number is not accidental.
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There are exactly 125, and 125, as thé cube of

5 (5x5x 5), represents the power ~of that
number, eoxercised in a threefold mamner, or
through the entire extent of the three-dimen-
sional world. )jf we remember that 5 is the
number of the pentagram, symbol of the deminion
of Spirit over the elements, it will be seen
that 125 conveys symbolically the idea of the
extension of +this dominion over and through
every part of naturej

This dominion is the Stone and the Universal
Medicine. In the preceding lesson you learned
that +the letters of ABN, the Stone, correspond
to Keys 0, 1 and 13, so that Key 14 sums up one
aspect of the Stone, Then, since the digits of
14 add to 5, the numher of the Hierophant, we
see that there is a connection between Key 5 and
the Stone.

This is really true, for [the Knovledge and
Converstaion of the Hely Guardism Angel is con=-
tinuous intuitive perception of reality, whieh
e receive through the function of interior
hearing. | Hence we enjoy not lmowledge only,
But also conversation, Furthermore, 14 is the
value of the word ZHB, zahab, gold, referred to
in Lesson 36,

There the point was made that zahab is the
alchemical gold which is defined in the queta-
tion from Eliphas Levi, in Lesson 41, page33,
This gold is symbolized by the sun in Key 19,
and in Key 14 the same gold is indicated by the
solar disk gleaming on +the foreheud of the
angel, :

In Key 19, the human features of the solar
orb, as in all alchemical representations of
the sun, are intended to show that it is a sym=-
bel of living, conscious intelligence, Ancient .
oocult doctrine holds that all celestial bodies
are vehicles of intelligence, and the deeper
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modern science goes into its analysis of the
physical universe, the more evidence does it
accumulate that this ancient notion is essen=-
tially true, though it may be true in aubtbktler
sense than was vunderstood by some of our an-
cient brethren. The sun, as a synthesis of all
the active forces entering inte the composition
of human personality, is showm here as a living
power, not as a merely physical energy,.

It is a power like unto ourselves., Ve have
something in common with it. It enters intie
mately into our lives, Tyndall's words, in the
preceding 1lesson, show that even on the physi-
cal plane our 1lives are part of a series of
transformations of solar energy. This energy
constitutes & circuit. It is not merely that
energy coming from the sun flows through our
bodies and takes form in our activities, It is
that energy coning from <the sun and floving
hack to it again produces all the phenomena of -
human experience,

Thus the solar energy shines in us, and our
énergy 6hines in the sun. There is o differ-
ence in the degree of radiance, but sun and man
are lights on +the same circuit of spiritual
énergy. This is a central doctrine of Ageless
Tlisdom, and it has important practical conse-
quences,

The letters Yod showm falling from the sun
(six on either side, and one in the middle, bé~
tween the children) are thirteen in number, so
as to suggest first of all the ideas of Unity
and Love, inasmuch as 13 1is the wvalue of the
Hebrew nouns designating these ideas., The let-
ters are Yods, to indicate the Lewr of Response,
and also to show that in what is pictured here,
the secret activity associated with Virgo plays
its part. A further suggestion of their num-
ber. 13, is relat=ad to the Tarot Key associated
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with the sign Scorpio, It is 2 combination of
the forces of Scorpio and Virgo which brings
about the state of regemeration wherein Unity
and Love are made manifest through us,

The swaflowers are five in number. Four are
open, They are symbols of four stages in the
evokution of form--the mineral, vegetoble, ani-
mal and human kingdoms. The unopened sunflower
represents a stage of development not yet
experienced by most persons. It is & symbol of
the kingdom of spiritual humenity, composed of
regenerated men and women, This kingdom goes
as far beyond that of the natural man as that
of +the mnatural man goes beyond that of the
animal,

The four sunflovers representing the kingdems
already in full manifestation are turned- &cwass
the wall, so that they face the children, as if
the latter wefe their sums, to vhich they turn
for life and light. The idea supggested is that
the kingdoms of nature so represented are
actually twning to, and thus expressing their
dependence on, the regenerated humanity typi-
fied by the children,

The fifth suwnflower turns toward the sun
above, for it and the children symbolize the
same thing. It represents a state of being as
yet 1in 1its earlier stages of develcpment, in
bud, but not in full bloom, Thus at present it
is more dependent on the working of universal
forces than on any eqgggéggg&_gﬁﬂﬁhgié_iﬁigfﬁ\
in human personality. [ The natural man and the
three kingdoms below hinm are even now dependent
on the new-born spiritual humanity, and receive
their “sustenance through the spiritualized and
regenerated members of the human race. - Spiri-
tual humanity itself turns only to that which
is above,
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The wall behind the children is of stone.
Thus it represents forms of truth, as opposed
to the forms of err¢y typified by the bricks of
the tower in Xey 16. It is, nevertheless, a
wall, and has five courses to show that it is
built of materials dravm from sense-experience,
Those materials are aspects of truth, or reali-
ty. On this point Ageless liisdom is explicit,
It does not deny the truth of sense-experience,
Even though our senses do not give us a full
report, the report is true as far as it goes,

The difficulty is that most persons believe
there are no other aspects of truth than those
we learn through physical sensation, By limit-
ing themselves +0 sensation, they build an
artificial barrier which halts their further
progress, Thus the wall says: "Thus far, and
no”ferther, shalt thou go." Yet we shall see
that Key 19 gives intimations of another way.

. The children are nude, Thus they repeat the
symbolism of Xey 17, +where 1we see nature
uaveiling herself as truth. In Key 1S we see
humanity so perfectly identified ith that same
truth that it has nothing whatever to conceal,

Here we anticipate an objection. Scmeone
may ask, "What about the secrecy with vhich the
liasters of Yisdom are supposed +to surround
themselves?"” The answver is that they do noth-
ing of the kind, The veils which hide them
from us are of our ovm weaving, even as is the
Veil of Isis, Our ignorance is the veil, rath-
er than anything to which the Masters resort
tc conceal themselves, They are really the
most childlike and transparent of human beings.
Their 1lives are simple, Their words are sime
ple. It is Dbecause they are so plain and
direct that what they say is seldom understood.
Hence an old alchemical author says:
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"The Sages, then, do well to call their gold
or earth 1water, for they have a perfect right
to term it whatever they like. So they have
freguently called the Stone their gold, their
superperfect gold, their regenerate gold, and
by many other names besides. If any one does
not. perceive their meaning at the first glance,
he must blame his own ignerance, not their
jealousy,"

A few lines back you read that Key 19 has
intimations of another way than that which is
barred by man's interpretations of his sense
experience, This other way is indicated by the
faét that both children turn their backs em the
wall. The nature of +the Other Vlay is shewm
also by the fairy ring in which they dance,

These +two concentric circles are symbols of
the fourth dimension, The way of the spiritual
man is =not the way of the natural man. The
spirituval man eenters himself in the inner cir-
cle of manifestation., By repeated nractiee, he
has mede habitual his identifieation with the
indwelling, central SILF,

Hence the children are of equal stature, and
stand on the same level, with one foot in the
central ring. In the natural man, subcon-
scicusness, the feminine aspect of personality,
is subordinate, She is subjected to the mis-
understandings and misinterpretations of the
masculine, or self-conscious mind., This is not
so in +the life of a spiritual man, whose sub-
conseiousness 1s released from the bondage of
erroneous suggestion., In spiritual humanity
the powers of subconsciousness are rightly
understood and rightly unfolded. Under correct
applicaticn of the law of suggestion, subcon-
scious habits have been established which rid
us of the notion that because we cannot attain
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to certainty by means of sensation, we cannot
attain to certainty at all,

For this reason the first of the Tarot Keys
is named "The Fool." The certainty of freedom
possessed by a spiritual man is knowledge gained
by means which go beyond sensation, Such
knowledge seems folly to the uninitiated, and
the world of sense-bound humenity derides it.
For +the Tay of Certainty is the Vay of Non-
Sense, even as St. Paul! meant when he wrote
that his doctrine was "sheer folly" +o the
Greeks. =

Do not confuse this esoteric Non-Sense with
ordinary "“nonsense." Some tell-intentiomed
persons do, in +this age of eager, but often
ill-directed, quest for occult truth. Thus it
seems, sometimes, that the one sure way to get
a wide popular hearing for anything purporting
to be occultism is to make it as fantastically
preposterous as possible, This the Inner School
permits, in crder to test the discrimination of
those who seek to approach its portals.

The little girl makes the gesture of repudi-
ation toward the wall, thus indicating that
subeonsciousness has been trained to accept the
Cther TViay. The 1little boy nolds the palm of
his hand away from the wall, in a gesture of
acceptance which complements what is expressed
by +the .gesture of the girl. e is : reagyl to
receive the New Light on the Open ilaye.

These two represeont the regenerated person-
ality. Compare them with the kneeling figures
at the feet of the Hierophant., Lay out Keys 5,
12 and 19, as shown in the Tarct tableau given
in Lesson 2, Taken together in +this manner,
the Keys have more power t0 evoke thought than
when studied separately.

Let us now consider Key 19 in relation to
the direction Srcuth, attributed to the letter
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Resh, This is the southern face of the Cube of
Space, shovm in the diagram accompanying Lesson
18.

We may regard the Key as representing this
face of +the cube, so that the‘part-of tke de=-
sign on +the oObserver's right is the eastern
half of the picture, and the part at his lef
is +the western half. This makes the little
girl correspond to the direction South-East, as
do one of the swflovers, and the unopened bud.

Fran this we learn that it is only in human-
ity that +the function of subconseiousness as
Intuition 1is really expressed. Subconscious=-
ness 1is its agency -of manifestation, In the
kingdoms of nature below man, true Intuition
oannot be manifest, because Intuition is ocon-
scious awareness of universal principles, and
this conscious awareness is nct among the func-
tions of +the wvarious organisms in the three
kinpdomais of nature belowr that of the natural
an.

In those three kingdoms, represented by the
three sunflowers behind the boy, there is an
ever-increasing development of consciousness,
approximating, in the higher animals, something
very like self-consciousness, Animals 1like
dogs and cats have most decided personalities,
and sO have birds accustomed to captivity, like
canaries and parrcts,

It is far fram being true that these higher
animals are completely identified with a group-
soul, and have no identity of their own. They
have, in fact, personalities not very much less
distinct than those of human beings, including
some persons who are very glib with their pat-
ter about animal group-souls, learnt by rote
from Theosophical primers., Thus it may be well
to point out here that humanity has a group-
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soul, just as truly as do the animals, and many
are the men and women who are by no means free
from being dominated by it.

The little boy, and the three sunflowers
benind him, represent the direction South-liest,
corresponding +t0 the sign Scorpio and Key 13,
And it reelly is through the operation of the
force symbolized by Key 13 that the development
of successivelu higher states cf consciousness
is made possible, For this force is the active
principle of generaticn and reproduction, vhich
provides the Life-power with the billions of
rhysical vehicles necessary to the evolution of
humen personality at the level of the natural
man, This same force, directed purposefully by
the regenerated consciousness of man, typified
by the little boy, is what completes the Great
Vlork,

The upper part of Key 19 corresponds to the
upper part of +the southern face of the cube,
end so we find that the Sun is a repetition of
the Blazing Star of Xey 17, here brought into
full manifestation,

The larer part of KXey 19 corresponds tc the
direction South-Below, and thus we learn that
the fairy ring in which the children dance is
another way of symbolizing what is taught by
Key 18. The ring is the Ring-Pass-Not of the
regenerated organism. The children clasp hands
above its center, For the Other Tlay and the
ilay of Return are cme, and that One Tlay leads
within, or from +the surface to0 the center,
This we shall see very plainly expressed by the
last two Keys of +the Tarot series, to be
analyzed in the next four lessons,

The student will do well to take the hint we
have given in +this part of the lesson, and

study the other Keys corresponding to the faces
of the cube. Note that because the human mind
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never can get behind the plane of causes, the
eastern face of the cube, corresponding to Key
3, must be viewed from the West, so that the
right side of Key & is to be interproted as
being South-East, and the left side as Worthe
Bast, Similarly, the 1lower face of the cube
must - be viewed from above, so that the right
side of Key 2 will correspond tc South-Below,
and the left side %o North-Below, writh the
upper part ecorresponding to East-Below, and the
lower part ot Tlest-Below,

North, again, is the place of the uwmlmown,
so that we cannct get behind that. Hence we
look at Key 16 as if we were facing it from the
South, which puts North-East on the right side
of Key 16, and North=-tlest on the left side,
with North-Above at the top, and North-Below at
the bottom,

The wise student will take these hints, but
it should be understood thet they are no more
thanr hiats. Complete exposition of the corres
tptidnneef Tarot +rith the Cube of Spafe would
require many volumes, Ve advise you to give
scme time +to it, recording yow findings in
your occult diary; but we warn you also, at
this stage of your work, against beconing too
rauch preoccupied with this phase of Tarot,
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LisSSUN FOURTY-THRBE
REALIZATION

Key 20 shows +the sixth stage of spiritual
unfoldment, in which the personal consciousness
is on the verge of blending with the universal,
At this stage, the adept realizes that his per-
gsonal existence is nothing but a manifestation
of +the relation between self=-consciousness and
subconsciousness, He sees, also, that self-
consciousness a n d subconsciousness are not
themselves personal, but are modes of uniwversal
consciousness, He knows that in reality his
personality has no separate existence, At this
stage, his intellectuwal conviction is confirmed
by a fourth-dimensional experience, which blots
out the delusion of separateness,

The number 20 has already gained special
significance for you, as the number of the let-
ter Kaph, to which XKey 20, the Vheel of For-
tune, is assigned. Thus 20 1is for ycu a num-
ber symbolizing grasp, or comprehension,

This didea 1is Dbasic in connection with Key
20, because in this Key we see the result of
conpleting the cycle of manifestation repre=-
sented hy the tTheel, In the lesson on Key 10
it wng pointed out that humanity at large is
yet in the position of Hermanubis, and that the
completion of the Great Work consists in the
extension of the light of intelligence through
that sgegment of +the wheel which is marked by
the letter Yod, In other words, when man com-
prehends his +true nature, he sees that this
nature ds identical with the One Reality, the
One 1ill, of which the universe is a manifesta-
tion. Then he says, "I have no will but to do
the will of “im thet sent ne.M
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On the other hand, he Inows +that Tiill, He
knows it as a will to freedom, as a will to
joy, as a will +to health, as a will to abun-
dance, He knows that it is a will to good,
to the impartation of every gocd and perfect
gift. He comprehends it as the YWILL which has
its expression in all activity. Here and now,
he sees, that Viill expresses no laek, no dis-
ease, no failure, no poverty. HBe grasps the
truth that whatever appearances of evil sur-
round us, they seem as they do because we are
not yet seeing the true relations,

For such an one, daily experishce is o sucw=
cession of miracles. Then we begin to see the
light, it is 1like the lightning-flash of Key
16, Thile it lasts, it breaks dowm structures
of error, and shows all existence as it really
is. Then the darkness of igncrance closes in
again, and we have to wait for the next flash,

In the state represented by Key 20, hawever,
there 1s perpetual recognition of the power of
Spirit. Thus 20, read from units to tens, ex-
presses the operation of the No-Thing through
menory, or the working of the Fooll's vision
through the law of the High Priestess. Here
there is freedom froa the lapses of memory
which &ssail us earlier in the wrark, lioment by
noment, without cessetion, we see the truth and
live it, With +this recognition comes a new
kind of consciousness. VWe do not sleep any
noree¢ Our bodies are put to rest, but we re-
main awake, able to function consciously in the
fourth dimension, so that we actually do "serve
God, day and night,"

This 1is one of the meanings of conscious
immortality. I testify to my knowledge that it
is an experience of normal men and women. To
be unconscious eight hours out of the twenty-
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four is as unnecessary as to wear a gas-magk in
ordinary air. We are immortal, and vihether we
know it or mnot, we can function conseciously
while our bodies are asleep,.

The greater number of persons, however, do
not recall their nocturnal experiences, because
they have not developed the physical instru-
ments for recording it. Once this power of
recalling the experience is developed, it is
possible to plan the whole night's work, and
recollection of it will be part of the day's
activities, Until this is knovm experimental-
ly, no humen language con convey the alteration
it makes in onets life,

The Hebrew letter Shin means "e tooth or
fang." In its form this letter resembles three
tongues of flame rising from a fiery base,
Thus the element of fire is atitributed to this,
the +third and last of the Hebrew Mother let-
terse The sound of +the letter, "Sh{", is an
admonition to silence, understood by all men,
So, but more impressibe, is the sharper hiss of
which +this letter is also a sign in Hebrew,
Thus +the letter Shin corresponds by sound to
the final admonition of the liasterss BE SILENT !

Serpents, everywhere recognized as symbols
of wisdom, are silent, subtle creavures., Jesus
told his disciples to be wise as serpents, thus
emphasizing, for +those who had ears to hear,
the ancient doctrine of silence. Evidently,
then, in beginning our study of the letter
Shin, 1we are approaching a great wisdom, which
has always been reserved, something about which
we must keep silence,

Knowers o f +the Secret do rot maintain
silence because they are niggardly with their
spiritual poOssessions., Nor is the silence
kept because any order of beings higher than

1
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man imposes 2a prohibition forbidding speech.

Neither is silence Observed because there is
danger in the Secret. The one reason for
silence is thus phrased by Lao-tze:

"The Tao which is the subject of discussion
is not the true Tao," This is identicel with
the statement of the alchemists, which is real-
ly mnegative, though it seems to be positive in
its wording: "Our matter has as many names as
there are things in this world; that is vhy the
foolish know it not."

The Great Secret simply ocannot be told,
Hence it is folly to try to tell it. The wise
vaste no time, invite no misconception, expend
. no energy, in vain efforts to tell, TWhen they
speak, it 1is mnot +to tell the Secret, bLut to
point out the Way.

Cn +the other hond, those vho knowr the Secret
are forever <telling 1it, not only by their
words, but also by their lives, Thus a cor-
respondent vwrites: "How strange that though I
had read the same statement hundreds of times,
it is only know that I perceive it I" As when we
learn a foreign language, so with the speech of
the wise, At first, the words are meaningless
noises, Presently we apprehend scme of the
meanings, If we persist in our study, a day
arrives when mnot only the dictionary defini-
tions of +the words, but alse the subtle con-
notations and implications no lexieographer
may hope toO capture, are conveyed to0 us in
the very same words which meant nothing in the
beginning.

So it is with these Tarot studies, vhere not
only +the written word, bubt also the more ex-
pressive language of pictorial symbols, is used
to communicate the mysteries. Ve must again
remind you that in these lessons you are giv-
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en keys which will open the doors of the prison
of ignorance, and admit you to the freedom of
the True World. The language of symbol is the
camon speech of the inhabitants of that True
World. All languages of mankind are but poor
translations from it,

If you ask, as some have done, "Why not put
this into plain English?" we anSywey that vherew
ever plain Inglish will convey the meaning, it
is our congbant endeavor +to use it, Yet no
translation from the nystery language can ever
be adequate, You must learn that silent speech
of sumbols for ycurself, Then you will find
yourself in communication with others vho kmow
it.

In old versions of Tarot, as in ours, Key 20
is invariably naned The Judgment. On the sur=-
face, this refers to that day which theologlans
regord as being afar off--the day when all
souls shall be judged. This is a veil for the
real meaning. Eludgment is the consequence of
weighing evidenced Hence Justice is always rep=
resented by the scales, and in ancient Egyptian
pictures of the judgment of the soul, the can-
didate's heartwas put in the balaneces with the
feather of laat, or truth.

Again, [ judgment implies estimation or meas-
urement, | One might say that the Great Secret
answers the question, "How much do you weigh?"
That is to say, we have to see that since all
that 1is real of us is identical with the One
Thing, our true weight must be the same as its
welght. George Burnell has expressed it beau-
tifully: "“Truth is that which is; there eamnot
be that which is not, Therefore that which is,
or Truth, must be all there is,"

Tlhen the weight of the heert--the central
consciousness in man-~cOrresponds to the weight
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of +the feather of +truth, then the secales of
Judgnent are balanced,

A  judgment is a reasoned conclusion::] Age=
less Vlisdom offers a reasonable doctrine.  The
sages forever say: "Come now, let us reason
together," St. Paul, writing of the giving up
of the false sense of personality, calls it a
reasoncble sacrifice, The Chaldean Craeles bid
us join works +to sacred reasom. Thus in the
symbols of Key 20 we shall find many references
to the number 4, <+he Tarot number particularly
assqeciated with reason,

Yet, since a judgment is a reasoned conclu-
sion,, and reasoming leads tc that conclusion,
Judgment is also the end of reasoning;‘.:] In Key
20, reasoning has come to its term, and a new
order of knowing 1is manifested, OCld things
have passed avmy through the operation of the
law pictured by Key 13, vhieh is the agency of
the principle of right discrimination pictured
by Key 6. There is no more weishing of
evidence, n¢ more discussion of pros and cous,
no more argument for and against, That is all
done with, and in +the picture we shall find
abundant witness to this,

Finally,[s judgment is a decision,] It has
direct comsequences in action,. fote that wrord
"decision,” and its derivation from a Latia
root meaning "to cut." In this you have the
same hint that is given by the correspondence
of the letter Shin to a Hebrew word meaning
"separation,” The Judgment cuts off, forever,
our connection with +the false Iknowledge eof
"this world." [ft puts ean end to our limita-
tion +o0 three-dimensicnal consciousness. It
terminates our sense of mOrtality.]

Thus, in a Bible promise which is directly
related to this doctrine of Judgnent, we read:
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"They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any
more,"

To have done with all this misery. Nothing
less, That is +the promise, and to have done
with it forever, Not a makeshift alleviatiocn,
A devouring flame of realization which consumes
the whole unhappy brood of lies.

This week +try +o practice SILEWCE, Speak
as little as you can, keep your emotions under
control, and above all, +try to make your
thoughts quiet, Notice +that +this concerves
energy for wuseful endeavors., Continue this
practice, the rest of your life,

CCLCRING INSTRUCTICHS

YBLLG:: Bell of trumpet; rays from clouds,

BLU#: Background; water; angel's dress,
{The dress a darker shado.)

GRAY: Bodies of human figures; coffins,
(Coffins a darker shade.)

TIITE: Clouds; banner (not cross); ieebergs
(blue highlights, very delicate); col-
lar edging ¢on angel's dress,

GCLDs Trunapet,

BLCADE: Hair of woman, child and angel,

REDq Angel's wings; cross on banner.

ot I e
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The ongel of Xey 20 is obviously Gabriel,
for he carries the trumpet which sumions the
dead fraui their coffins, Babriel is the arch-
angel of the moon., In this connection, observe
that 2, the number of the Key attributed to the
moon, is +the root-number of 20. Furthermore,
in Key 2, all the water showm in Tarot has its
source,

The idea herc is that the presiding power in
the scene is the powver of reflection, the root-
power of +the Universal Memory. Gebriel means
"iight of God," and the suggestion is, there=-
fore, that human personality is raised from the
"death" of the three-dimensional conseiousness
by a pover descending from sbove, rather than
by its owm efforts, The Spirit of Life in us
never forgets itself, and wher the day of judg-
ment ecmes, we hear the truwapet call, proclaim-
ing owr real nature, and calling us from the
deathlike sleep of belief in nortal existence,

In +the composiftton of our version of this
Ley, care has been taken to enclose the angel
in o geometrical desipgn eonsisting of two equal
oireles, exactly filling a larger circle. The
angel's head is in the upper small circle, his
body in +the 1lower one., This figure is an
ancient, symbol of the fcourth dimension,

Clouds surround the anpgel, because the true
nature of +the Self is veiled by appearances,
and the substance of these appearances is real=-
1y the same as +the stream of consciousness
typified by the robe of the High Priestess. It
is the flow of +the stream of consciousness
which gives rise to our ideas of time, and
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these 1ideas are what partly veil from us the
true nature of the One Identity.

Twelve rays of 1light pierce +the clouds,
These have a technical Qabalistic meaning, for
in Hebrewr wisdom, the divine name IIVA, Hoa
(pronounced Hu), has the numeral value 12, - It
is the Hebrew +third personal pronoun "He,"
attributed to Xether, ths Crowm of Primal T7ill.
The intimetion here is that the lisht piercing
the wveil of clouds 1is the light of the True
Self, called "He" by Qabalists. Gabrisl per-
sonifies one aspect of that light. -
DesDescending from the trumpet are seven rays.
The +trumpet itself is made of gold, and in
preceding lessons you have learned the cecult
significance of +this metal., As an instrument
for amplifying sound vibration, the trumpet
refers +to <+the fact that the awaskening of the
higher consciousness 1is actuelly accomplished
by certain scunds. These are represented
by +the seven little rays, which correspond to
the sound vibrations of the seven interior
centers you saw symbolized by the seven small
stars of Key 17.

The icebergs in the background refer to a
certain alchemical dictum, which says that in
order to perform the Great liork.we must fix the
volatile. The volatile is the stream of con=
scicus energy, typified as vwater. Its flow
gives rise to the 1illusians from which our
delusions are derived. When we fix it, or make
it solid by arresting the flow, we are eman-
cipated from bondage.

Thus Key 12 shows the Hanged Man, or Sus-
pended 1iird, in connection with the element of
water. The state o f Samadhi, or perfect
abstraction, there pictured, culminates in the
Perpvetual Intelligence symbolized by Key 20,
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The higher consciousness arrests the flow of
mental energy. Because it does this by means
of abstractions having their basis in methemats-
ics, the arrested flor of consciousness is
represented by ice, as it is in Keys O and 9,

The sea, moreover, is the end of a flowing
of water, Thus it sugjests the same notions of
termination and conclusion which e found asso-
ciated trith the word "judgment,"

The sea suppoerts three stone coffins, inti-
mating that the real support or basis for the
appearances of physical form is the vibration
of mental energy. The sea is the great sea of
the race-ccnsciousness, operating at the sub-
conscious level,

This is the gectual substance of all things
in human enviromment. 'There is no difference
betveen the substance of ar electron and the
substance of a thought, In these days this
ancient doctrine of Ageless Vligdcm is receiving
cbundant. confirmation from lesading exoteric
scientists,

The coffins are rectangular, to suggest the
apparent solidity and impenetrability of three-
dimensional forms, The human figures stand
upright, so +that +their bodies are at right
angles tc the bottous of the coffins, This
intimates soamething which 1is impossible +o
delineate-~the mathematical definition of the
Fourth Dimension as that which is at right
anples to all three dimensions of space, as we
perceive them,

The three <figures represeat self-conscious
avareness (the man), subconsciousness (the wom-
an), and their product, the regenerated person-
ality (the child). They correspond also to the
Bgyptian triad, Osiris +the father, Isis the
mother, and Horus the child,
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Their postures hint +to the initiated that
sach figure represents a Roman letter. The
wonen, by her extended orms, denotes L, The
cuild 1lifts his hands over his head, so that
his arms make a V. The man, in the traditional
posture of Osiris risen, erosses his arms to
form an X. Thus the three persons symbolize
L.VX., the Latin for Light,

The man is in an attitude of perfectly
passive adoration, 1y fourth-dimensional con-
sciousness, ¢r the Perpetual Intellipgence, the
self-conscious mind realizes that it does noth~
ing wvhatever of itself. It is merely a chamel
thr cugh vhich the higher life descends to lover
levels, Its one virtue consists in vhat is
intimated by the name of the mode of consciocus-
ness typified by the lMagicimn, the Intelligence
of Transparency. The mnore transporent self-
consclousness becomes, the less interference it
offers to +the free passage of the Cne Thing,
"Of myself I can do nothing,™ is the meaning of
the man's crossed arms, The X crosses out, or
cancels, the didea of personal origination for
any action,

The woman actively receives the influx of
pover from above,’ Since her posture suggests
the letter L, it is related to Lamed and to Key
11, which represents the Faithful Intelligence.
Under +the guldance of right reason, subcon-
sciousness expresses perfect faith,

Unreasonable faith 1is inpossible, however
stoutly men affirm that their creeds and dogmas
deserve %0 be called "faiths," Thus the women
represents the purification following right
rcasoning, the subconscicus response to correct
estimates of reality,

The child faces toward the interior of the
picture, Thus he represents insight, the turn-
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ing of the mind awvay from the false reports of
external sensation, His posture corresponds to
V, or Vave He is the type of intuitiom, and of
the Triumphant and Eternal Intelligence,

The three figures are nude, to suggest. a
state of perfect innocence, a state of freedon
from shame, that false emotion engendered by
our incorrect interpretation of the real nature
of human life and its functions, Their nudity
also suggests perfect intimacy. This, o ¢
course, is one of the conditions of the Perpet-
uval Intelligence, in +vwhich the true relatioms
between the conscious and subconscious ninds
and their offspring, personality, are clearly
understood.

The flesh of the figures is gray, tc show
that +they have overcome all the pairs of
opposites, since gray is the tint resulting
from +the blending of any two complementary
colors, such as white and black, red ond green,
blué and orange, and so on,

Since the Tarot Keys which correspcad to the
seven interior eenters correspond also to the
pairs of opposites, here is alsc an intinmation
that in +the Perpetual Intelligence there is a
perfect blending of +the seven pairs of oppo-
sites: Life and Death (Key 1); Peace and Strife
(Key 2); “Tisdom and Folly (Key 3); Wealth and
Poverty (Key 10); Beauty and Ugliness (Xey 16);
Fertility and Sterility (Key 19); and Dominion
and Slavery (Key 21). Thus the gray flesh of
the figures sheows that the forces of the cen=-
ters have been perfectly co-ordinated, even as
the seven rasys issuing froa the trumpet inti
mate the same thing. -

The banner on the trumpet is a square,
measuring 5 x 5 units, so that it is really o
magic square of +twenty-five cells, or magic
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square of liars, Thus it refers to the activity
represented in ey 16, and at work also in Keys
4, 13 and 15, Fire, the guality of Mars, pre-
doninates in Key 20.

Since +the bamner is square, and bears an
equal-armed cross, both the bammer and the
cross are symbols of the number 4, The same
number 1is indicated by the four figures in the
picture, There are four principal elements in
the scene: the icebergs, the sea, the group of
human figures, and the angel,

For Tarot students, 20 represents Ley 4, the
Emperor, multiplied by Xey 5, the Hierophont,
The Emperor stands for Aries, a fiery sign, un-
der the rulership of Mars. The Zmperor is also
the Tarot symbol of the sovereign reason, which
leads to decision, or right judgment,

Again, the bonner corresponds to the number
of the Key, for it is a sguare hounded by lines
of five units, so that +the perimeter 'of the
banner is 20 units. ile may think of the Per-
petual Intelligence as being the product of the
interaction of Reason (Key 4) and Intuition
(Key 5). e must reason rightly before we re-
ceive the inner +teaching of Intuition, Lazy
ninds do not hear the angel's trwapet call,

In the Cube of Space, the line corresponding
to the 1letter Shin 1is the co-ordinate line
joining the north face to the south. This line
mopves from the center, as do all three co-ordi-
nates, The reason for this is that the cube is
brought into manifestation fran +the central
peint,

The first co-ordinate is the 1line of the
liother letter Aleph, extending upward from the
center to the face Above, corresponding to the
letter Beth, and dovmward from +the center to

the face Below, corresponding to the letter
Gimel.
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The second cc=-ordinate is the line of the
llother letter Mem, extending eastward from the
center to the faee Rast, corresponding o
Daleth, and westward from the center to the
face Vlest, corresponding to Kaph.

The first co-crdinate, because it corze-
sponds +to Aleph and the Fool, is that of the
Life-Breath, The mode of consciousness it
represents is spiritual consciousress, wvhich we
usually term "superconsciousness." Remember,
the terms "above" and "Mvrithin" are interchange-
able in occultism, Our habits of thought aro
vestiges of ancestral thinking, wvhen "heaven"
wias identified with the sky, which appears to
be above the surface of the earth. But liasters
of life ¥mow that the true location of “heaven"
is not up, but in, "The kingdom of heaven is
within you,"

Suvperconsciousness, therefore, is interior
consciousness., Thus in Key 18, the Path of
Return appears +to0 ascend, bubt really it leads
within, Similarly, in Xey 20, the little child
faces into the piecture, as do the listening
ninisters in Key 5,

Hence each of the cube co-ordinates is a
symbol for an aspect of supercensciousness, or
awareness of the within, In Key 12 this aware-
ness 1is shoun as a reversal of the mental
attitude of the average man, who is concerned
almost whelly with outer appearances, and his
mental and emotional reactions to them. Key
12, through the letter Mem, is related +to the
element of water, and thus it connects the
eastern face of the cube, attributed to Venus,
fabled to have been born from the foam of the
ocean, to the - western face, attributed to Ju-
piter, the sky-father, ruler of rains and lord
of the thunder-bolt,
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The third co-ordinate is associated vrith the
element of fire, and links together the northe
ern face of the cube, attributed to the fiery
planet IMars, and the southern face, attributed
to the sun, sowce of all menifestations of
fire in our world-system.

The first co-ordinate, that of Aleph, is
associated with 1ife, The second co-oi'dinate
is assigned to Mem, and to substance, which is
symbolized wniversally as twmater. The +third
co-ordinate is that which has to do principally
writh activity, symbolized by Hermetic philosep
ophers as fire,

Thus Hey O 1is mainly concerned with the
superconscious awvoreness of life, Key 12 with
superconscious awareness of the nature of sub-
stance, and Key 20 with superconscicus awvare=-
ness of +the +true nature of activity. If you
1ill develop these hints, ycu will find out for
yourself many aspects of truth thadhwill be all
the mocre valuable to you, because they will be
youwr owm discoveries,

Jote also that since, in each of these
co=ordinate lines, the direction of movement is
double, away froa the center in two opposite
directions, it is impossible to follow any of
them from the surface back to the center,

Howr, then, shall one get to that center? By
following one or other of the four interior
diagonals., These ore not shovm in the diagrams
accompenying Lesson Gighteen, because t h e y
would have besn confusing, but you ean work
them out without any difficulty, if you attend
closely to what follows,

These fouwr interior diagonals correspond to
four of the five final ferms of certain letters
in the Hebrew alphabet. Vhen the letters Keph,
lilem, Nun, Peh or Tzaddi come at +the end of a
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Hebrew word, they are alvays vritten in a spe-
cial way, for which +the Hebrew alphabet has
five distinct characters, These are knowm as
the five "finals,"

The four diagonals extend upward from the
bottcam of +the cube, and they all pass through
the center. The path of final Kaph begins at
the south-east lower cormer, and runs diagonal-
ly wupward through the center to the north-trest
upper coOruner, connesting the lower end of the
south-east line to the upper end of the north-
west line, The path of final Nun begins at the
north-east Llower corner, and runs up through
the center to the south-west upper corner, con-
necting the lowver end of the north-east line to
the upper end of the south-west line., The path
of final Peh 1is +the diagonal comnecting the
lower end of the south~west line +to the upper
end of the north-east line, The path of final
Tzaddi joins the 1lower end of the north-west
line +tc¢ the upper end of the south-east line,
The place of final Llenn is at the center of the
cube, the point of perfect equilibrium, and the
point of control. There final liem is combined
with ths letter Tav, to form the Hebrew Thi, or
toom, sipnifying perfection and completeness,
. From this it will be evident that it is by
means of the psychological and other activities
represented by Keys 10, 13, 16 and 17, that the
steps are talrzen which lead consciousness inward
to the center, Because the four diagonals all
nove upvard toward the center from the place
ropresented by the lower surface (and in Tarot
by Key 2) it is evident also that the life=-
force of the person undergoing occult training
moves along these paths as a result of re=~
sponses originating at the subconscious level,
The upward mnovement along the diagonals is a
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conseguence of, and response t0, a prior doim-
ward movement, originating at +the conscious
level represented by the cube'!s upper face,

For example, the shortest way to get to the
beginning of the diagonal corresponding to
final Kaph 1s +o descend +through +the line
North-Hast, corresponding to Key 4, thence
along the line East-Below, corresnonding to Key
7, and then wupward through the diagonal cor-
responding to final Kaph and Key 10, :

The shortest vy to reach the starting-point
of the diagonal corresponding to final Num is
simply to descend the line corresponding t9 the
Emperor,

The shortest way to reach the beginning of
the diagonal eorresponding to final Peh is to
descend the north-eat line, thence to go west-=
ward through the line North-Below, and thence -
southvard through the line Tlest-Below.,

The shortest way to reach the beginning of
the diapgonal corresponding to final Tzaddi is
to descend the line North-East, and go west to
the vnnd of the line North-Below, which is also
the beginning of the diagonal of final Tzaddi,

Note +that +the first of these diagonals is
that of Kaph, hence it cannot be traversed
until the western face of the cube, correspond=
ing to Kaph, has been bounded . That is, nocne
of the interior diagonals can be entered until
one has passed through the line Viest-Below,
corresponding to Key 15. It is to be under-~
stood, of course, that this is purely diagram-
matic, What is meant is that one is not ready
for the journey upward tomrd the center until
one has faced the definite problem which happens
to be one's owm Dweller on the Threshold,

Having arrived at the center by way of any
one of the four interior diagonals, one may
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‘then pass 1in any of ten different wmys to the
exterior. Four lines lead to the upper norners
through the diagonals, and six lines lead to
the faces +through +the lines of the lether
letters. Thus we 1learm +that Keys O, 12, 20,
10, 13, 16 and 17 represent the ways leading
from the center tc¢ the external faces and
corners of the cube,

A1l +this 1is probably difficult:- at first
reading, but it is included in the lessons at
this point because nothing in this whole system
of Tarot symbolism, with the possible exception
of the Qebalistic Tree of Life, is of grecter
value. Thus we advise ycu most emphatically to
follow all these descriptions of +the cube
symbolism &néd directions, with the diagrams and
with the various Tarot Xeys.

Vle approach the end of this cowrse., Ilcr is
the time ¥ bring your occult diary up to date.
Go back through the lessons, and make sure that
you are actuelly carrying out the practical
instruction, especially the supplements.

The cumulative effect of the eomparatively
sinple tasks whiszh have been set for you is
most valuable., Do not be deceived by the
seening simplicity o f some of this work,
Wature operates by simple means, and the Great
Viork 1is an imitation of those simple methods
whereby she accomplishes marvelous resultse









TAROT FUNDALIENTALS
LESSUN FRTY-FIVE
COSiIC CONSCICUSNESS

The last card of the major Tarot Keys, The
TWorld, is a symbol of cosmic consciousness, or
Nirvana. _The central fact of this experience
is that [}Lxe to whom it comes has first-hand
knowledge of his identity with the One Power,
which is-the Pivot and Souree of the whole cof-
mMOS . Eﬁe knows also that through him the Power
which governs and diregts the universe flows
out into menifestationg]

Words fail to give any adequate idea of this
seventh stage of spirituval unfoldment, It must
be left +to your intuition to combine the sug-
gestions of the picture with the meaning of the
lottor Tav, vhich is assigned to this Key.
Here 1is & picture of what you really are, and
of vhat the cosmos really is, The universe is
the Dance of Life, The inmost, central SELF of
YOU is the Ebernal Dancere

21 is the sum of the numbers from O to &, so
that, as a key number in Tarot, it shows the
completion or extension of the pover of the-
principles represented by the seven Xeys from
Key O to Key 6., Thus there is a close affinity
between¥ey 21 and Key 7, for as 21 is the cone
sequence of adding the digits from O to 6, so 7
follows 6 in the numerical scale, Furthermore,
we shall find that Saturn is attributed to Key
21, and Saturn 1s +the seventh of the planets
lmovm to the ancients. From Saturn's ' Hebrew
Name, Shabbathal, we get the same meaning as
from Sabbath, the day of rest or inertia, and
the seventh day of the week. In the Taroct tab-
leau, moreover, Key 21 (3 x 7) is placed below
Key 14 (2 x 7), and FKev 14 is placed below
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Key 7. Thus the principle at work in Key 21 is
verresented by Key 7, and the secret of Hey 7
is beautifully explained in the following words
from Light on the Path:

"Stand aside in the coming battle, and
though thou fightest, be nc thou the warrior,

"Look for the warrior, and let him fight in
thea,

"Take his orders £for the battle and obey
them, ‘

"Obey him not as though he were a general,
but as though he were thyself, and his spoken
words vwere the utterance of thy secret desires;
for he is thyself, yet infinitely wiser and
stronger than thyself, Look for him, else in
the fever and hurry of +the fight thou mayest
pass him; and he will not Imow thee unless thou
knowest him, If thy cry reach his listening
ear then will he fight in thee and fill the
dull wvoid within, And if <this is so, then
canst thou go threough the fight cool and un-
wearied, standing aside and letting him battle
for thee. Then it will be impossible for thee
to strike one blow amiss, But if thcu loock not
for him, if thou pass him by, then there is no
safeguard for thee,. Thy brain will reel, thy
heart grow uncertain, and in the dust of the
battlefield thy sight and sense will fail,
and +thou wilt not Imow thy friends from thy
ensmies,

"He is thyself, yet thou art but finite and
liable to error, He is eternal and is sure,
He is eternal truth. TWhen once he has entered
thee and become thy warrior, he will never
utterly desert +thee, and at the day of the
great peace he will become one with thee,"

Read this quotation carefully. See how the
varrior, the rider in the chariot, is identi-
fied with speech, the fumction associated with
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Key 7. Furthermore, since the rider is the ONE
SELF, he is also the Hierophant, associated
with heering, and in this quotation, his "1lia-
tening ear"™ is specifically meantioneds It is
from a Master of the Western School that this
gem of occult wisdom was given to us; and those
femiliar +with it will recall the fact that the
two sections of the text are each divided into
twenty=-one numbered paragraphs, preceded by an
introduction bearing no number. ;

"He is thyself." The quest is for the SELF,
The goal is the SIZLFe  The knovledge is knowl-
edge of +the OSLLF, The power of the infinite
and eternal SELF is the only power. The SELF
is +the ONE, working through the mysterious,
glamorous activity of reflection and duality.
All +this is shom in 21, the number of this
last Tarot Keye.

The Hebrew letter Tav means "signature," or
"mark," The actual mark is a cross having four
equal arms, like +that on the banner of the
angel in Key 20, :

The Egyptian TAU, corresponding to this let=-
ter, is said to have been a tally for measuring
the depth of the Nile, also a square for test-
ing right angles. Among +the IHebrews, the
letter Tav, writtem in the old alphabet as a
cross like that on the breast of the High
Priestess, vms a sign of salvation (See Ezekiel
9:4)s It wes a symbol of salvation from death,
end a signature of eternal life,

As representing a signature, this letter
implies security, pledge, guarantee, and so on,
A signature makes a business instrument valid,
Thus Tav indicates the final seal and comple=
tion of the Great Work,

The great secret of the letter Tav is the
point where the +twc lines cross, This point
represents +the inner center at which the ©no
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Identity has its abode. Thus The Book of For-
mation says: "The only Lord God, the faithful
King, rules over all from His holy habitation
for ever and ever.," And the same book indi-
cates +the place of that holy habitation thus:
"The seven double conscnants are analcgous 0o
the six dimensions: Height and Depth, East and
West, North and South, and the Holy Temple that
stands in the center, which sustains them all,"
This innermcst point is in itself no-thing, and
thus The Clementine Homilies report St. Peter
as saying that the Place of God is "That-which-
is-not,” Yet this latter text goes on to say:

"Thig, therefore, that, starting from God,
is boundless in every direction must needs be
the heart holding Him Who is verily above all
things in fashion, Who, wheresoever He be, is
as it were in the middle of a boundless space,
being the terminal of the All, Taling their
origin therefore fron Him, the six extensions
have the nature of wnlimited things, Cf +vhich
the one, taking its begimning from God, is dis-
played upwards toward the height, another dovm-
vards toward the depth, another to the right,
another to the left, another in front, another
behind « « » For "2 t Him the six boundless
lines dc terminate and fraom Him they take their
boundless extension."

Read this cuctation soveral times, comparing
it with what 1is said in Lesson 44, and with
Figure 3 in the diagram accompanying Les-
son 18, Ncte that the abode of God .is called
the heart., It is alsc termed "That-which-is-
not," because it has no physical form or
fashion, and might perfectly well be indicated .
by +the =zero sign, which we attribute to the
Fool, Yet it is by no means a non-entity, for
this inner PUINT is a positive metaphysical,
intellectual reality. Hence, if you can grasp
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THs IDBA THAT THIS PLACE OF GOD, OR HOLY
TE.PLE THAL STAWDS AT THE CENTER, IS NECESSAR-
ILY EVERYVHERE, you will see that it must be
the center of your ovn being.

Hence %0 Tav-s assigned also the Adminis-
trative Intelligence, of which it is written:
"Tt is so called because it directs all the op=-
erations of the seven planets, associates their
activities, and guides them all in their proper
courses,"

Remember +that +the occult planets are the
same- 25 the interior sters mentioned in connec=
tion with Xey 17, Remember also that each of
these planets corresponds %0 a Iebrew double
letter, and thus to one of the six directions,
as follows: Height, Mercury, Beth, ey 1;
Depth, Moon, Gimel, Key 23 East, Venus, Daleth,
Key 3; West, dJupiter, Kaph, Key 10; North,
liars, Peh, Xey 163 South, Sun, Resh, Key 19;
CENTER (the Holy Temple), Saturn, Tav, Key 21,

Thus Tav represents the point of control, at
the CLHTER, or at the heart. Not the physical
organ, uwnderstand, but heart in the sense of
"midst, inmost, core.," ~TO get at the heart of
yowr personal existence is t0 enter the Palace
of the King, There the (UL GELF is enthroned.
There +the Lord of the Universe has His abode,
There 1is +the central point of authority and
rulership, extending its boundless influence
throughout +the cosmos, There, when the Great
Work is accomplished, and the Father and the
Son are One, the New Kingdom is established,

Concerning this an ancient alchemical trea-
tise says:

"The Son ever remains in the Father,

And the Father in the Son.

Thus in divers things
They*produce untold, precious fruit,
They perish ncvermorae,
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And laugh at death,

By the Grace of God they abide forever,

The Father and the Son, triumphing
gloriously

In the splendour of their New Kingdom,

Upon one throne they sit,

And the face of the Ancient Liaster

Is straightway seen between them."
~--The Book of Lambspring.

That CENTER within, Seek it diligently, and
you shall surely find it, and find there the
Stone of the Wise, so perfectly described in
the quotation you have just read, )

Key 21. sunmarizes the whole Tarot, =amnd "so
epitomizes all that can be put into any kind of
symbolism, concerning the culmination of the
Great Work, Stamp the symbols deep upon your
subconsciousness, as you color them this week,

COLCRING IISTRUCTIONS

GREEN s Vireath,

BLUE: Background, (leave blank the ellipses
round spirals in hands).

BROLN: Animals (as in Key 10).

1HITE: Clouds, as in Key 10, Rays should
be peinted white, extending from
the ellipses round +the spirals,
into the blue of the backpround.

BLCHDE:; Hair on man and dancer; beak of
eagle,

VIDLET :Xeph-shaped veil round dancer.

RED:s Binding at top and bottom of the
wreath; the cap-like wvreath on the
head of the dancing figure,
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TAROT FUNDALIENTALS

LESSGY FORTY-SIX
THE VORLD

The %title of Key 21, "The Tlorld," -'muggests
“world-consciousness," When you attain to this
you find yourself in tune with the whole uni-
verse. You discover that the center of 1ife
and pover at the heart of your persomal life is
one with the Power which rules creation,

In this consciousness, the whole universe is .
realized as the body of the I Ak, Vhen you ex-
perience this, you will lmow that the directive
Center of +the entire field of cosmic activity
is identical with your innermost SELF.

The fowr cormers of this Key are occupied by
the same mystical figures which dppear dn Key
10. Here thgre is o difference in one detail,
In Xey 21 the foce of the bull is turned away
from the lion, and thus also away from the cen-
tral figure of the design, This is intentiomal,
and follows an ancient tradition observed in
most early versions. of Tarot,

The bull representzs the element of earth, op
that which gives férm, In Key 10 this is turne
ed toward the lion, and also toward the center
of the Key, vwhere the symbol of Spirit is shown
at the heart of the wheel, because&he mental
activity pictured in Key 10 is one which turns
the mind avay from form t o the consideration of
energy, away fram body to the consideration of
SpiritJ The comprehension of the Law of Cyclgs
(Eey 10) is an act of mental abstraction, in
which attention 1is turned away from the forms
of things to their fiery essence (the liom),

In Key 21, on the contrary, the emphasis is
-upon concrete manifestation, For this Key is
attributed to the planet Saturn, representing
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cosnic forcos which 1limit enmergy in produc=-
ing form, In this Key, therefore, the bull
faces away from the lion, and awmy from the
center of the design, in order to indicate that
the forces pictured by The Viorld move toward
concrete menifestation,

The goal of the Great Work is not abstrac-
tion, It is demonstration, expression, orderly
procession of energy into suitable forms--the
adornment o f +the Life-power with suitable
garments,

For the other meanings of the four figures
at +the corners of Key 21 see the explanations
in Lesson Twenty-four, page 4, Remember that
the general significance is that, as these
creatures represent the Great Name, I H ¥ H,
their positions at the corners of the Key sug-
gest that all manifestation is included within
the boundaries of this Name and the Reality for
~ which it stands.

' The wreath 1is an ellipsoid figure. Its
longer axis is exactly eight units, and its
shorter one exactly five unitvs, Thus a rec-
tangle which weould exactly cetain it weuld be
eight wunits high and five vunits wide. The
rectangle of 5 x 8 is mentioned in the first of
the Rosicrucian maaifestoes, Fema Fraterni-
tatis, which speaks of "a vault of seven sides
and seven corners, every side five foot broad,
and the height of eight foot," Note that the
area of such a rectangle is 40 square units,
and that 40 1is the number of the letter Mem,
the letter corresponding to the Hanged I\ian,_T{Ey
12. The total 1length of +the four boundary
lines of such a rectangle is 26 units, the num-
ber of the Name I H V H. Furthermore, 5 is to
8 in very close approximation to the Golden
Section, or Extreme and Mean Proportion, and
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these two numbers were used again and again by
the ancients to express that proportion, which
is related also to the fifth and the octave in
music, BExtreme and Mean Proportion may be thus
defined: "That proportion in which the lesser
part is to the greater part as the greater part
is to +the whole,® It is paraphrased in the
occult maxim: ®Nature (the lesser part) is to
lian (the greater part) as Man is to %a° (the
whole),"

To students of dynamic symmetry, the 5 x 8
rectangle is Iknowm as the "Rectangle of the
Whirling Square." It is +the basis of the
logarithmic spiral, concerning which Claude
Bragdon says: :

"Jorr the generic or archetypal form of
everything in the universe is naturally not
other than the form of the universe itself,
Our stellar universe is now thought by astroa-

omers to be a spiral nebula; and the spiral
nebulae we see in the heavens, stellar systems
like our owm, The geometric equivalent of the
nebula form is the logarithmic spiral, This is:
therefore the unit form of the universe, the
form of all forms,"

Thus the wreath represents the name, IHVH,
as the FUNDALENTAL PRINCIPLE OF FORM, of whioh
the entire cosmos is the representation or
menifestation,

The wreath is composed of twenty=two triads
of leaves. Every triad corresponds to a Hebrew
letter, to one of the twenty-two aspects of
cmscious energy represented by those letters,
and to one of the twenty~two Tarot Keys, Every
mode of +the Life-power has three kinds of
expression: 1, Integrative; 2. Disintegrative;
3¢ Equilibrating. The third balances the other
two,

Yrtze.)
The {edves Yo.?feﬁe‘n‘f the fovees of ovganic life ---
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Note that a wreath is a work of man, Nature
provides the leaves. lian wreaves them into a
chaplet for +the vietor, Thus the wreath is a
aymbol for human adaptation of the forces of
nature, It suggests also that ¢osmic cone-
sciousness 1is not spontaneocusly provided by
natural evolution, It is the completion of the
Great Work, and man is the artificer,

At top and bottom, the wreath is fastened
with bands similar to the horizontal figure 8
over the head of the Magician, All that is
visible of +this band 1is that portion which
makes a form of +the letter X. This is the
shape. of ons of the ancient Hebrew characteys
for +the letter Tave, This intimates that the
powrer represented by Tav is what man uses to
bind the forces of nature 1into a wreath of
vietory., It is also a hint that the X form is

more accurately showm as +the horizontal 8,
- figure of mathematical infinity, and symbol eof
_the truth that opposite effects are produced by
identical causes,

The vreath rests on the bull and the liom,
because man's power of giving form (the bull)
to the formless, fiery, essential energy (the
lion) is what enables him %o weave together the
twenty~two modes of force derived from that one
eNnergye

Finally, the outline of the vwreath is a zero
sign. The ellipse of manifestation, woven by
man from the forces which play through him, is
No-Thing. It has just as much power over him as
he gives it, and not one whit more. It does
not really bind him, when he understands what
it ise The "world"™ of a liaster of life is a
vreath of victory,.

The doncer in the wreath appears t0 be fem-
inine, but has been so dravn that the legs are



TARCT FUNDALINTALS
LESSCE PCRIY-SIX 5

more masculine than womanly in appearonce, The
Vlorld-Dancer is +the Celestial Androgyne, Her
purple veil (in our wversion, as in ancient
Tarot Keys) is in the form of a letter Kaph.
Because Kaph is represented in Tarot by Key 10,
the meaning here 1is +this: Yhe mechanistic
appearance assumed by natural phenomera (Kaph,
the Wheel of Fortune) veils their true charac-
tere The cosmos seems to be a system of wheels
within wheels, It presents itself to our
intellectual consciousness as a vast machine,
Cause and effect seem +t o be rigidly and
unalterably connected,

This is only relatively true. The Life-
porer is the author, and therefore the master,
of +the Law of Oause and Consequence, All
"laws" are part and parcel of the drama of
manifestation, o law binds the SILF,

The Vlorld-Dancer is perfectly free, and this
state of freedom is NOU, Hence the Dancer
stands on nothing., She is self-supported, She
herself is in perfect equilibrium,

A spiral in her right hand turns toward the
right. Cne in her left hand turns toward the
left, These spirals ropresent integration and
disintegration., They are complements, and they
turn simultaneously,

In +the picture, each spiral has a definite
begimning and a definite end, but +this is
simply a limitation due to the impossibility of
picturing the infinite, Understand that the
process the spirals symbolize has neither be-
ginning nor end. Each spiral has exactly
eleven 1loops, so that the two together repre-
sent the twenty-two modes of conscious energy
symbolized by the Hebrew letters and Tarot
Keys -

He who enters into cosmic consciousness
experiences directly vhat is symbolized by this
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Key. He kmows that every particle of the mani-
fested universe is a living center of the (ne
Reality, within that One Reality., He perceives
directly that whatever is being disintegrated
is exactly balanced by that which is simultane-
ously being 1integrated. He Iknows +that +the
universe 1is 2 universe of conscious motion,
consisting of endless sequences of production,
destruction and reproduction, Evolution is
balanced by devolution, association by disso-
ciation, integration by disintegrationm,

. Says The Book of Concealed Mystery, an old
Qabalistic works: "Before there was equilibrium,
courrttencnce beheld n 0t ceuntenance. This
equilibrium hangeth in +that region which is
NOT," (Compare this with what is said of the
Place called "That-which~is-not" in the Clemen=
tine Tomilies, quoted in Lesson 45,

This region whicli is NCT 1is the central.
point in +the Cube of Space, vhere the. three:
co~ordinetes and the four interior diagonals
oross, 1t is +the point of perfect balance,
through which pass the thirteen axes of sym~-
metry of +the cube. At this point our occult
attribution of the letters places the generat-
ing center of the three co-ordinates, That 1is
to say, the three ILiother letters, Aleph, liem
and 8hin, are all located at this center, and
the co-ordinate lines corresponding to these
letters radiate from this center. At this cen-
ter, also, is placed the letter Tav, the Temple
of Holiness in the midst, Final Mem is also
located here, TFrom these letters we may form
the +two words, Emeth, A M Th, and Shem, Sh M,
BEmeth means, fundamentally, stebility, hence
truth, Shem signifies sign, token, memorial,
monument, name, It is used often in the Qabal-
istic vwritings to designate the special Divine
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Name, Jehovah, or I H V H. Thus the letters
assigned to the central point of the cube sig-
nify the Truth of THAT which was, is and will
e,

T The same +ruth is the central reality, at
the core of human personality. Therefore is
the Neme of God declared by Moses to be I All,
For the same reason, IIindu philosophers term
this reality the Supreme SELF.

The point vhere it is centered, however, is
without form or dimensions., Hence it is the
region vhich is NOT, THere is the same sugges-
tion the Qabalah gives us, when it ecalls
En, A I N, the No=Thing, the "First Veil of the
Absolute," It is vhat Tarot means by numbering
the Fool, symbol of +the Spirit that manifests
the whole creation, with the zero sign., No
conditions of time, space, or quality limit the
perfect freedom ©of the Cenbral Reality. At
this center is the focus of all possibilities,
conceivable and inconceivable, Imorm and une
lmovm,

Walt Whitman emphesizes the idea of -equilib-
rium galso, for he tells us that cesmic com-
scicusness is an "intuition of the absodlute
balance, in time and space, of the whole of
this multifariousness, this revel of fools, and
ineredible make-believe and general wmsettled~
ness we call the world; a soul-sight of that
divine clue and unseen thread which holds the
whole congeries of <+hings, all history and
time, and all events, however trivial, however
momentous, like a leashed dog in the hand of a
hunter "

Leashed, but ready to be 1let loose %o
fulfil the hunter's bidding, Vhen the SELF is
knovnm, it is known as the Master of the Show of
Illusion named the World. The name of this
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liaster, in Hebrew, is Eheyeh, A H 1 H, or I AN,
and this is the supreme Divine Name attributed
to Kethery the Crowm of Primal Will, It is
connected with this final Tarot Key because its
number, like that of the Key, is 21,

Whet we wish most to leave with you in
closing +his lesson and <+his course is the
realization <that states of consciousness are
states of power. |[The goal of the Great Work i
to Iknow the Selfi] but to know, as we mean it
here, is not merely to witness, not merely te
be aware of something external, as when we say
we "mow" the various phenomena of our environ-
ment, / The lnowledge which completes the Great
Work is identification with the Central Reality
of the unlverse, and such knowledge is really
the acme of practical powq£§7

Thus, in alchemical books, this kncwledge is
symbolized by the Philoscphers! Stone--that is
to say, the mineral kingdom as the truly wise
perceive it, Ior the mineral kingdem is the
basis of all form-manifestation throughout the
universe, and to see that kingdom as it really
is, is to wumderstamd all else, lience the al-
chemists assure us that whoever Imows the First
liatter knows all that is necessary, because, as
Philalethes puts it, in his Fount of Chemical
Truth, "Our appliances are part of our sube
stance.," Here is the secret, in plain sight,

In +the comsciousness of one who has reached
this goal, Father and Son have beccme one, and
rule from the throne at the center of the ALL.
This is the secret meaning of Ehben, A B N, the
STCHE, as we have told you before, Therefore
is it written that they who possess this STONE
have the means for preserving their youth,
expelling disease, preventing suffering, and
providing themselves with all +they require,
All this is exactly and actually true, without
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any metaphor whatever, Success in the Great
Work so unites the personal self with the Cilll
IDENTITY +that every detail of +the personal
existence 1is a conscious expression of the
ALL PCUER,

A 1life so lived is a life of perfect free-
domg perfect henlth, perfect joy. It is a 1life
in which +there i s no trgce o f want or
insufficiency, It is a 1life in which every
circumstance of daily experience affords an
opportunity for the demonstration of what is
termed, in connection with the lettar Tav, the
Administrative Intelligence,

Such a 1life is, in highest measure, g per-
fect fulfilment of one's real heart'!s desire,
It is the actual and practical realization of
heaven on earth, here and now., He who lives it
ceases to be a Dbond-slave to appearances, a
mere subject of +the cosmic government, - He -
enters int o joyous participation .in that
government, as one whose 1life is a continual
administration of the perfect law of liberty.

liake +this your goal. Devote yourself with
all your heart to it, and, like thousands whe
have gone this way before you, you shall be
among +those who tread the joyous measures of
tho Dance of Life,

L

Hext week you will receive the Supplement to
his course. It is a series of meditatioms to
be wused in conjunction with the Keys of Tarot,
Be sure to follow the instruction given in this
Supplement, with full attention +to all its
details, It is your work for next month,
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You now possess the fundamental knowledge
required for your further progress, You have
had youwr introduction to Tarot, You Inow
enough about each Key to enable you to grasp
moré advenced instruction. Yet to make Tarot
serve ycu'as it should, you need to become even
better agquainted with Jit. In the hands of
experts, 4t is a powerful instrument for self-
transformation”and self-mastery. Yet even the
greatest odepts in its use once lknew less aboub
it than ycu do now,

Do nct make the mistake of trying to review
TAROT FUNDAMENTALS et +this +time, You don't
repeat the formula of introduction every time
you meet a new acquaintance, No, you vatch his
behavior, every time you see him in a different
set of circumstances. You get to lmow him bet=
ter by hearing what he says, and seeing what he
does, So it is with Tarot, The best way to
broaden and deepen your Iimowledge of it is
to see it from as many different points of view
as possibles

Remeriber, you can arrenge these twenty-two
Keys (using them all in each arrangement)
no less than ONE SEXTILLICN WAYS, The exact
number is 1,124,000,727,777,607,8805000, There
are innumerable sther groupings, in which only
part cf +the series 1is used. Thus the total
number of possible arrangements is practically
infinite,

Every combination has 1its owm special mean=~
ing. Every combination c¢alls forth its om
particular subconscious response. Every com-
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bination brings to the surface of your mind
some fresh perception of relationships between
ideas and things. Thus every combination helps
you %0 orgenize your mind, and enablies you to
knit more closely the fabric of your thought,

In the following pages you will find.twentye
four combinations, Use one each day, six deys
a week, beginning the Monday after jou receive
this lesson, Do no work on Sundays, except the
recitation of the Pattern.

Begin by picking out the Keys selected for
the day., Put them before you. Study them
carefully in relation to one apothér, Then
read the meditation aloud. : ;

The meditations have potent suggestive pow=
er. Every meditation is coanpleted by a Key
sentence for the day, printed in capitals,
Write this on & slip of paper, and carry it
with you during the day. Repeat it at least
three times, as the day passes,

By corrying out this instruction ca*efully,
you will accomplish several desirable results,
You will charge your subconsciousness daily
with seeds of cregtive thoughte You will also
review the entire series of Tarot Keys, from a
fresh point of view. You will begin to under=-
stand from actual experience how wonderfully
Tarot can aid you in living the libersted iife.

After you have complsted +the four weeks?
practice you will be ready to send your answers
to the Proficiency Test at the end of this les-
son, This will enable you to check your grasp
of TAROT FUNDAMENTALS,

The tools are now in your hands., You have
learned what they are. You now begin to do the
work which will enable you to be what you want
to be, do what you want to do, and have every-
thing requisite to that being end doing, From
now on, you begin to live yowr daily life in
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accordance with the principles and laws symbol-
ized by the Tarot Keys. Yow feet are firmly
plantcd on the Way of Liberation,

WEDITATIONS

FIRST 'DAY: Keys O and 1,

Life 1limitless flows through me to complete
its perfect work, 'The power which guides all
things finds . in me an open chamnmel of expres-
sion, Receiving that power freely, I freely
give it to all +things end creatures in the
field of existence surromding me, :

. THROUGH M E EJFE ETERNAL TRAIISFORMS ALL
THINGS INTO ITS LIKENESS,

SECOND DAY: Keys 2 and 3

The law of trutn is written in my heart; all
my memvers are ruled by it, Through my subcon-
sciousness, I am united +o the Source of all
wisdom, and its light banishes every shadow of
ignorance and fear., I share the perfect memory
of the Universal Mird, and have free access to
its treasuvrss of knowledge and wisdam,

TEE PEACE OF THE ETERNAL, AND THE LIGHT OF
ITS PRESENCE, ARE VITH ME NG,

THIRD DAY: Keys 4 and 5.

The Mind that frames the worlds is ruler of
my thoughts; I 1listen for its instruction,
Through me the One Life sets its house in or-
der, and makes known the hidden meeming of its
ways and works, I¥ arms me against all appear-
ances of hostility, and by its revslation of
trugh I meet and solve the problems of this
daye
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DIVINE REASCN GUIDES Y THOUGHT AND DIRECTS
MY ACTION, THROUGH THE INSTRUCTION OF THE VOICE
OF INTUITICN,

FOURTH DAY: Keys 6 and 7.

The healing radiance of +the One Life de-
scends vpon me; it fills the field of my whole
personal existence with heavenly influences of
strength and peace, All the force of my being
is rightly disposed, for I yield mysal® utter=-
ly +to the sure guidance of the One Will which
governs all things, I see things in their true
relationships and propcrtions, and my words,'’
expressing this clear visim, are words of
powers -~

THIS DAY I THINK AND ACT V/ITH TRUE DISCRI~
INATION, FOR MY PERSCNALITY IS A VEHICLE FCR
THE LORD OF LIFE, e

FIFTH DAY: Keys 8 and 9.

My strength 1is established, and I rejoice,
for I am one with the single Source of all pow-
er., Nothing is, or can be, my antagonist, for
I am a perfectly responsive instrument, through
which the Primasl Will finds free expression.
The subtle wibrations of cosmic energy work to=
gether for my libergtion, and even now the Hand
of +he Eternal leads me step by step along the
way to freedome

EVERY FORCE IN THE UNIVIRSE IS AN OBEDIENT
SERVANT OF THE ONE IDENTITY, MY GWN TRUE SELF,

SIXTH DAY: Keys 10 and 11,

One power spins electrons round the nuclsus
of an ‘atom, whirls planets round suns, express=-
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es itself in all cycles of universal activity,
yet remains ever itself, and perpetually msine
tains its equilibrium. The sum=total of the
revolutions of the great universe, including
all activities, is 1inseparable - from the suc-
cessive transformations of energy which make up
my 1life history. Every detail of my daily
experience 1is scme part of a cosmic cycle of
adjustment and transformation,

THE wWHIRLING FORCE WHICHE MCVES THE wWORLDS IS
THE MCOTIVE PCHER IN ALL MY PERSOMAL ACTIVITIES,
AND ADJUSTS TﬁEM ALL TO RIGHT USES.

SEVENTH DAY: Use onLy the Pattern today.

EIGHTH DAY: Keys 12 and 13, f

I do nothing of myself, These thoughts and
words and deeds are but the ripening of the
seeds of past act:.v:.tles. Every phase of my
personal xlstence depends utterly on the mo-
tion of the (né Life, Thgrefore I am free from
fate, free from accident, free even from death,
since what I truly am can suffer neither decay
nor change, By Iknowledge of truth I reverse
all former pain-bearing errors. The darkmess
of ignorance passes away, and the light of a
new day dawms in my heart,

I SUSPEND THE ERRCR OF PERSONAL ACTICN, AND
THUS DISSCOLVE THE LIE OF SEPARATICN,

WINTH DAY: Keys 14 and 15,

Recognizing every detail of my life experi-
ence to be the operation of the Cne Life, I
perceive that ewery appearance of adversity
must be, in truth, a mask worn by that same Cne
Life, to test my power to know it, even through
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the most forbidding veils, Like & Wwise
teacher, +the One Life sets me problems, that
in the solutions I may receive renewed proofs
that nothing whatever mey be excluded fram
the perfect order of the Great Plan,

TEAT WHICH WAS AND IS AND UILL BE IS THE
ONLY REALITY, THIS DAY I SEE THE FACE OF TEE
BELOVED BEHIND EVERY MASK OF ADVERSITY,.

TENTH DAY: Keys 16 and 17,

I am awakened from the nightmare of delu-
sion, and now the ‘truth that God, lMan and
Universe are bout three nemes for the One
Identity, is clear to me, Fear makes some
men build them prisons which they call places
of safety, but he who has seen the vision of
the Belcved has in his heart no room for
fear,

I NEED NO BARRIERS OF PROTECTION, FOR THE
LIFE OF ALL CREATURES IS MY TRUEST FRIEND,

2

ELEVENTH DAY: Keys 18 and 19, <

25

My feet are set upon the path of libera="®
tion, which shall lead me far fram the limits .
of the world of sense illusion., I follow the
Way of Return, as a c¢hild turns its face
homeward at the end of the day, I do not see
the end of the road, for it goes "boyend whe
boundaries of my present vision, but I know
the sun shines there, &nd that joy is there,
for I have heard the messages of encourage-
ment sent back by +those who have gone on
ahead.

MY EYES ARE TURNED TGWARD THE HEIGHTS,
I PRESS ON TOWARD THE NEW LIFE OF A NEW DAY.
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ELFTH DAY: Keys 20 and 21,

TheT %ife of the:heavens. is manifested in -~
e, here on earth. The fire of right lnowl-
dge burns away the bonds of illusion, and
he 1light of right understanding transforms
he face of the world, Through me the Pere
etual Intelligence which governs all things
dministers its Perfect Law, -

MINE IS THE LIFE ETERNAL, TRELDIRG TH:
OYOUS MEASURE (F THE DANCE OF MANIFLSTATICH,

HIRTEENTH DAY: Keys O, 1, 2, .

This "self-consciousness® of mine is the
cans whereby the cultural power of the One
ife mey be directed to the field of subcon=
cicus activity., Its primary function is
hat of alert attention. -As I watch closely-
he sequence of +this day's events, their
cening will be +%ransmitted to my subcon-
ciousness, thers %o germinate in forms of
ight knowledge and right desire,

TODAY I AM ON THE ALERT.,

OURTEEKRTH DAY: Use only the Pattern.
IFTEENTH DAY: Keys 3, 4, 5.

My perscnal world is as I see it., If the
mages rising from my subconsciousness are
onsequences of my faulty perceptions of oth-
r days, the new knowledge I hawve gained will
elp me detect and destroy them, By being
hus ever on the watch, I shall set my world
n order, Thus, too, shall I make ready to
ear the Voice of Intuition, which will
enable me to solve my problems when I am face
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to face with appearances of disorder which my
reasoning will not set straight,.
I SEE THINGS AS THEY ARE,

SIXTEENTH DAY: Xeys 6, 7, 8.

Consciousness and subconsciousness work
together in my life, as harmoniously balanced
counterparts. I yield my whole personality
to the directive and protective influx of the
One Life, The mighty forces of vibration
below the level of my selfwconsciousness. are
purified and adjusted by the llaster Power of
which I am a receptive vehicle,

HARWONY, PEACE AND STRENGTH ARE MINE,

SEVENTEENTH DAY: Keys 9, 10, 1ll.

The Will of the Eternal guides me t0 per=
fect union with the One Identity. BEvery
detail of my daily experience is in truth a
revelation of that Will through the cycles of
its expression, What I do now is inseparable
from the cosmic seguences of manifestation
which establish the reign of justice through-
out creation,

THE ONE POWER, MANIFESTING THE PERFECT
ORDER O F THE UNIVERSE, KEEPS ME POISED
THROUGH ALL CHANGES.

EIGHTEENTH DAY: Keys 12, 13, 14,

Every detail of my personal activity is
really some part of the operation of the cos-
mic life, Today I reap the fruit of thoughts
and words and deeds of other days, and pass
on to better things. I an guided, moment by
moment, by the overshadowing presence of the
COne Identity.
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MY PERSONALITY DOES NOTHING OF ITSELF,
PASSING FRUM STAGE TO STAGE OF ITS GROWTH, BY
THE PCWER COF THE ONE LIFE, TCHARD THE GOAL OF
FREEDOM,

NINETEENTH DAY: Keys 15, 16, 17,

Every appearance of adversity and éntagone
ism is an evidence of faulty vision., Let me
be freed today from the delusion of separate-
ness, and let my eyes be opened to.the white
splendor of the Truth of Being,

I REJOICE IN MY PROBLEMS, FCR THEY STIkU~
LATE MY CONSCICUSKESS TC OVERCOME ERROR, THAT
I HMAY SEE THG BEAUTY OF THE DIVINE PERFECe
TION.

TWENTIETH DAY: Keys 18, 19, 20.

Every cell in my body is animated by the
cosmic urge to freedome I tuwrn my back upon
the limitations of the past, and face couras
geously toward the new way which opens before
mee

MY VERY FLESH IS THE SEED-GROUND F(R A NEW
LIFE, FREE FRCiI BONDAGE TC TIME AND SPACE,

THWENTY-FIRST DAY: Use only the Pattern.

THWENTY-SECOND DAY: Keys 1, 2, 3,

I am not deceived by the menifold illu=-
sions of sensation, I remember continually
that these appearances are but reflections of
a Single Reality., My subconsciousness, by
its power of deductive reasoning, develops
the seed of right observation in’co a rich
harvest of wisdom,

ALERT AND CONCENTRATED, I SEE CLEARLY
MAXKE CLEAR AND DEFINITE MEMOR_Y RECORDS OF
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EXPERIENCE, AND THUS COLLECT MATERIAL FCR THE
GROWTH OF TRUE UNDERSTANDING.

THENTY-THIRD DAY: Keys 4, 5, 6.

The empire of the Universal Order includes
the little vrovince of my personal existence,
All experience %teaches me the perfection of
the Great Plan, Consciously and subcone
sciously, I respond %o the perfect Wisdam
which rules all creatiom,

THROUGH LE THE ONE LIFE ESTABLISHES ORDER,
REVEALS THE SIGNIFICAWNCE OF EVERY PHASE OF
MAWIFESTATICN, RIGHTLY DISPOSES ALL THINGS.

TWENTY-FOURTH DAY: Keys 7, 8, 9.

The Cne Life lives through me, Its wvital
fire pervades my being, Its unfailing Will
sustains me continually,

THE HMASTER IRINCIPLE ©OF THE UNIVERSE,
DWELLING 1IN 1Y HEART, PURIFIES AND PERFECTS
ME, AND LEADS ME TO THE HEIGHTS OF UNICN WITH
ITSELF, ;

TWENTY-FIFTH DAY: Keys 10, 11, 12,

The revolutions of circumstance in the
outer world are manifestations of the One
Power seated in my heart, That Power maine-
tains its perfect equilibrium through 2ll
these sequences of cause and effect, My per=-
sonal activities have no existence apart from
thet Po"‘fer. :

THE WHEEL OF LIFE REVOLVES ROUND THE CEN-
TER OF PURE SPIRIT, PRESENT EVERYVHERE, AND
THEREFORE CENTERED IN Y HEART, THIS UNMOVED
MOVER OF ALL CREATICN IS MY UNFAILING STAY.
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TUENTY-SIXTH DAY: Keys 13, 14, 15,

Cut of the darkmess of the umknovm comes the
power which sets me free, The Way of Libera-
tion stands open and free, I face this day's
tests with joyful heart,

AS I DIE TO THE OLD PERSCNALITY, FULL OF
DELUSION, AND FACE THE UNKNCVN FUTURE BRAVELY,
CCNFIDENT OF - SUPPLY FCR EVERY NEED, MY FEARS
DISSCLVE IN-THE CLEAR SUNLIGET CF RIGHT UNDERw
STANDING.

TWENTY-SEVENTE DAY: Keys 16, 17, 18.

Let others imprison themselves in their
towers of false kmowledge. I will be free!
.Let others dread the workings .of our Mother Na-
tures I will love all her ways! Let others be
servants of the body which they hate, because
they are its slaves, I will make it my servent
and 4dove it for 'its faithfulness in responding
to my commands i

RENGUNCING EVERY ERROR, I SEEK TO GRCW IN
KHGILEDGE CF TRUTE, AND . (RX TO MAKE MY FLESH
AND BLCCD A GLORICUS EMBCDIMENT OF LIFE ETER-
NAL, ,

TWENTY.-BEGETH. DAY 2 . Use only the Pattern today,.

You are now ready to check your progress by
means of the Proficiency Test, given in the two
pages following, This will help you summarize
clearly the results of your work with TAROT
FUNDAMENTALS, It will also focus all your for-
ces for the fascinating use of Tarot taught in
the next course, TAROT INTERPRETATION, Send us
your replies to the Proficiency Test,
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In enswering these questions, write on one
side only of letter-size sheets (8% x 11),
put your name and address at the top of the
first page, and number each answer to corre-
spond to the questions, Do not copy the ques-
tions, Miake your answers brief.

1, How does Tarot evoke thought? '

2. That stotement in THE PATTERY ON THE
TRESTLEBCARD means most to you? Which seems
most difficult?

3« Which number from O to 9 seems most ime=
portant to you? Which of the 22 Keys is your
favorite?

4, What is magic?

5. How does ome tap the Universal iemory?

6, What is the significance cf the number
Five and of the Pentagram, as symbols of man?

7. What do you understaand by the Hexagram,
or sixepointed star?

8. As symbols of consciousness, what are
Sulphur, Salt and Mercury?

9, What is the occult teaching about water
es substance?

10, What is the occult meaning of the
Hebrew noun translated "wrath"?
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- 11, What is the activity of the liberating
aspect of the force symbolized by Key 152

12, Vhy are the Yods in Key 16 suspended in
the air?

13, Vhy does the woman in Key 17 rest her
foot on the surfece of the pool?

14, Upon whet fundamental condition does
the achievement of your purpose depend?

1%, Vhat is the significance of the saying,
"Osiris is a black god"?

16, What is the geal of the Great Tork?

17, After careful study of the lessons, and
of the tables in HIGHLIGHTS, construct from
menory the Cube of Space. Use two diagrams,
and show the following attributions:

1, Directions,
2. Tarot Keys, by name,
3. Letters of the Hebrew alphabet,
4., The various "Intelligences,"
5, Alphabetical numerel values (not num-
bers of Keys). :
6. Astrological symbols,
7. Symbols of elements.
Below your diagrams write a short paragraph
giving your idea of the menmer in which this
Cube helps interpret life by means of Tarot,
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