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JîtfBt (§ ïïm  Bupartnmtf
W ASHINGTON

ORDER KO . 9 V  °

I t  having been made to appear to the Postmaster General, upon 
évidence satisfactory to him that G LA. Y BURTON VANCE, at Paris,
France, is engaged in conducting a scheme or device for obtain- 
ing money through the mails by means of fa lse and fraudaient 
pretenses, représentations ana promises, in vio lation  o f the Act of 
Congress entitled " An Act to amend certain sections o f the Revised 
Statutes relating to lo tte r ies , and for other purposes," approved 
September 10, 1890, said évidence being more fu lly  set forth in 
the mémorandum o f the S o lic ito r for the Post O ffice Department o f 
the date o f [january 29, 1916g and for the reasons set forth in said 
mémorandum, and by authority vested in the Postmaster General by said 
act, and by the act o f Congress entitled "  An Act for the suppression o f 
lo tte ry  tra ff ic  through international and Interstate commerce and the 
postal service, subjeet to the ju risd iction  and laws o f the United 
States,” approved March 2, 1895, the Postmaster General hereby forbids 
you to c e r t ify  any postal money order drawn to the order of said 
party, j and you are hereby directed to inform the remitter o f any 
such postal money order that payment thereof has been forbidden, and 
that the amount thereof w il l  be returned upon the présentation of the 
orig inal order or a duplicate thereof applied for and obtained under 
the régulations o f the Department,

and you are hereby instructod to retum a il  le tters  and advices, 
whether registered or not, and other $a il matter which shall arrive 
at your o ff ic e  directed to the |par tÿ j named herein to the postmasters 
at the o ffices  at which they wére o rig in a lly  mailed, to be delivered 
to the senders thereof, with the words "Fraudulentî Mail to tnis address 
returned by order o f Postmaster General” p lain ly v/ritten or stamped 
upon the outside of such le tters  or matter, Provided, however, that 
where there is nothing to indicate who are the senders of letters not 
registered or other matter, you are directed in that case to send such 
le tters  and matter to the Division of Dead letters with the words 
"Fraudulent: Mail to this address returned by order o f Postraaster Gen
era l" p la in ly  writtan or stamped thereon, to be disposed o f as other 
dead matter under the lav/s and régulations applicable thereto.

Postmaster General,

Postmaater,
New York, K,Y, 

To a i l  Postmasters,

(Case Ko. 32436-S)



January 29, 1916.

Pont (SHfc Repartittntt

O F F I C E  OF T H E  S O L I C I T O R

îHuiihmgtmt

In the Liât ter of Charges t'nat MEMORANDUM FOR THE

CIA Y BU RT ON VANCE,
Paris, France,

is engagea in conducting a schéma
fo r  obtaining money through the mails 
by means of fa lse and fraudulent pre- 
tenses, représentations and promises, 
in v io la tion  o f Sections 3929 and 4041 
o f the Revised Statutes, as amended.

POSTMASTSl GENERAL,

recommending the 
issuance of a fraud order.

This o ff ic e  is in receipt, through the Chief Inspector, o f a 

rejjort from Inspector Honvery, o f the "Washington D ivision, dated Jan

uary 21, 1916, with which is submitted evidence showing that under 

the above name and from the address given, the scheme described below 

is being conducted;

In newspapers and periodicals in general circu lation t ’aroughout 

the United States advertisements are published o f the character of that 

quoted below:

ASK THIS LIAIT TO READ YOUR LIFE.
HIS WORD ER RJ L POWER TO RïïAD HUMAN LIVES AT ANY DISTANCE AÏÏAZES 
ALL WHO WRITE TO HUI.

Thousands o f people in a i l  walks o f l i f e  hâve been benefited 
by this man’ s advice. He te l ls  you what you are capable o f, and 
how you can be successful. He mentions your friends and enemies 
qrvi describes the good and bad periods in your l i f e .



His description as to past, présent and future events 
v/ill aatonisli and help you. A il 'ne wants is your 
(w ritten  by you rse lf), your b irth  date and sex to guide him 
in his work. lioney is not necessary. Mention the name 
o f this paper and get a T r ia l Reading free . I f  you want 
to take advantage o f this spécial o ffe r  and obtain a review 
o f your l i f e  simply send your fu l l  naine, address, the date, 
month and year o f b irth  (a i l  c lea r ly  w ritten ), State whether 
Mr., Mrs. or Miss, and also copy the follow ing verse in 
your own handwriting:

"Your advice is usefu l,
So thousands say,

I wish suceess and happiness,
W ill  you show me the way?"

I f  you wish you may enclose 10 cents (stamps of your 
own country) to pay postage and c lé r ic a l worlc. ■
Send your le t te r  to Clay Burton Vance, Suite 2868-A 
Palais-Royal, Paris , France. Do not enclose coins 
in your le t t e r .  Postage on le tte rs  to France is 5 cents.

To those who rep ly  to such advertisements a le t te r  printed in. l

im itation  o f typewriting is sent, containing general statements as to 

the character o f the addressee and statements to the e ffeo t that for

a remittance o f three do lla rs  a "Complété L ife  Reading" w i l l  be
— i  - • «  » *■ -  •** -  -

fum ished. I f  a remittance o f three dollars is not received, follow-up 

le t te rs  are sent out by Vance in which the price o f a "Complété L ife  

Reading" is reduced gradually from three dollars to f i f t y  cents.

When a remittance is made fo r  the "Complété L ife  Reading" the rem itter 

is  sent another form, printed in im itation  o f typewriting, which while 

longer than the T r ia l Reading, contains no more d e fin ite  statements.

In fa c t ,  neither the T r ia l Reading nor the Complété L ife  Reading contain 

any information which, assuming i t  to be true, could be o f any consideraole 

value to the purchasers. This despite the représentations in the form 

f i r s t  sent to the correspondent as fo llow s»



^his lim ited examination o f your horoscope has indeed 
been in teresting to me and I  much regret my inab ilityn to  go more fu lly  
into your indications. Perhaps my in terest has been in tensified  
because i t  cornes from that side of the A tlantic which was my b irth - 
place. Several matters o f considérable importance and upon which 
immédiate advice seerns to be most urgent, bave not even been men- 
tioned as I p refer to thoroughly acquaint myself with the positions 
and influences o f the planets governing your a ffa irs  before g iv ing 
d e fin ite  advice.

* * *
While you w i l l  find th is short sketch reasonably aocurate, i t  

must be remembered that absolute accuracy and compléta information 
can only be obtained by a carefu l study o f the positions o f a i l
your planets at b irth , and fo r the tes t reading but one planet lias 
been considered. In the h as tily  prepared tes t reading i t  is not 
unusual to notice some indication, apparently o f rninor importance, 
which takes on a more serious aspect when fu l ly  investigated. On 
the other liand an occasional indication observed through the p artia l 
study o f your horoscope may not be borne out upon making the ex- 
tended study.

I  w i l l  preserve the calculations thus fa r made fo r you, and 
should I find  time th is evening w i l l ,  continue my studies as there 
is  one section o f your horoscope in particu lar that promises de- 
velopments o f more than usual s ign ifieance. I  can assure you that 
your Complété L ife  Reading w i l l  contain information which you would 
h igh ly p rize  and I  trust you w i l l  post your order immediately. To 
ensure a speedy response, I  w i l l  make a material réduction in my 
fee  i f  you w i l l  forward your order w ith in  10 or 15 days from the 
date th is communication reaches you. My usual fee fo r  a Complété 
L ife  Beading is 25 Francs (#5 ), but, b e liev in g  you w i l l  find my 
work worthy o f your endorsement and that you w i l l  g ive me favor
able mention to your friends, I w i l l  quote you a spécial price o f 
15 Francs ($3), but I would request that you keep the matter o f 
terins in confidence*

I w i l l  préparé a Complété L ife  Reading fo r  you with the same 
care that I  would exercise in making up a reading fo r  a member o f 
my own farnily. I fe e l  the resp on s ib ility  which I  assume when you 
p ra c t ic a lly  place the moulding o f your future in my hands, and I 
a h a ll adhéré to a s t r ic t  lo g ic a l lin e  o f reasoning when I point 
out to you the many turns, changes and incidents in your l i f e ;  and
advise you what to do and when and how to do i t .

I  fe e l  a ju st sense o f pride and corafort in the knowledge that
I hâve brought happiness and success into the liv e s  o f so many. The 
fa c t that other astrologera admit the superiority  o f my method and 
corne to me fo r  advice and instruction is proof o f the high state o f 
perfection  attained in s c ie n t if ic  a s tro log ica l work.



As a matter o f fa c t , as the evidence shows, neither the T r ia l 

Reauing nor the Complété L ife  Reading are prepared fo r  the particu lar 

individual who purchases them. Vance does not oast the horoscope o f 

anyone, and could not accurately do so from the data fumished to him, 

since i t  is requ is ite  in  order properly to cast the horoscope o f an 

ind ividual to  know the exact time and place o f his b irth . The date 

o f h irth  would be in su ffic ien t because o f the fa c t that the sun may 

pass from one sign in to another during the day. In truth, these 

readings are mode up in  twelve fo ras , one fo r  each sign  o f the Zodiac, 

and each year is  a rb it r a r i ly  divided by the promoter o f the scheme into 

twelve parts , each o f  which parts is  assigned to one o f these signa o f the 

Zodiac. By this method two persons bom  on the same day o f the year 

reço ive the same reading, regardless o f the year o f th e ir  b irth . A i l  

that Vance does is  to send to the rem itter one o f the forma already made 

up and prin ted , according to the sign o f the Zodiac under which he a llégés 

the purchaser was born. I t  w i l l  thus be seen that even assuming APtrology 

to be a rea l science and not a pseudo-science (as i t  is  described by a i l  

modem astronomers o f repu te ), the purchaser is  not fum ished that which 

he is  led  to ea^pect to roce ive  fo r  his rem ittance.

I  fin d  that th is  is  a scheme fo r  obtaining money through the mails 

by means o f  fa ls e  and fraudulent pretenses, représentations and promises, 

anâ th ere fo re  recommend that a fraud order be issued against the above— 

named p arty .
I

» H

Acting S o l ie i t o r .



The attention of ftll poatnatoiar* is invitod to the f&ei that 

ordar* hâve boa» teouod apalnot onneth Ayliffe, st I.or,don, £ngland; 0r,

3»« do Otdado and 5r* B* Oviodo, at Caa Joao and Puntarena», Coata Rica, 

and clay Curian Vsmco, at Paria, franco* AU mail matter addreaeed to
J s*

thooe parties ofrould b« ratumod to the paetmaoior at tha office at ahleh 

«rigtnaliy inailad, tobo deliv^red to the sonder» thuroof, wiih the words

'"Frouduiont j Mail to thio addre®» roturned ùy order of ^o»tiaaot«r Genoral9*
y

plaxuly « r i t  ton or siaEîpôd upoa the ouialdo o f ou ch le tto rs  or :.-uttor. 

Virera tho>r© la  noihlng to  tad icats uiio are the acmdoro o f «uch en tie r  i t  

ohûuld ba sont to the D ivision o f Dead boiter© v i t  h tho uaordo ” Froudulo«ti 

ïlïd l to th i»  atMraas roiumad by order of î osi&astor General*’ p la in ly  

w ritton  or etmaped thoreon* A i l  poatm&siare should dooline to  tosuo any 

postal ordor in  favor of tho panbfcoa nanftd*__________



The a tten tion  o f a i l  postmasters is  invitod to the fact

a frand order haa boen IssuedL acainst C* B. Vance. at K

Groenodalstraat, The Hague, Koll 

to th is  party sbould be retum ai

A il mail matter addressed

at whieh o r ig in a lly  r a ile d , to b© doliverod to the aenders thoreof, 

wlth the words ”Fraudulentî Mail to th is  addross returned by order 

of ?03tina3tor General” p la in ly  w ritten  or stanped upon the outaide 

of such lo tte r a  or aiatter. V.Tiere thero is  nothing to indicato »vho

are the sendera o f s ac h raatter i t  ohould be sont to the D ivision

o f Dead L etters w ith the words ” Fraudul 8nt ; Mail to th is  address 

returned by order o f Poatisaster General” p la in ly  B rittan  or atanrpod 

thoreon. A il po3tm aters shoald d éc lin é  to i3suo an:/ p osta l money

order in  favor o f  th e party nazneà.



1916May 27, Z'

j - r.*il

Chief Olerk,
Fost O ffice Department. t o

— . t e  '  .*• • »  _  - ,  1 ‘  „  km & '  m  m  2 f  « t » -  M-  -Ifc  '- ■—■ ■- k :  « . jfc
^  :  -v • • > *  f a  -  * - * .  i  ■ j - *  T  • * J É

X hâve to re^uest that you hâve the attached notice of the

is8uance o f a fraud order

a lstraat, 7he Hague, Holland, inserted in the next Supplément to

the Postal 'înide.

WF-Z* . .

À
«et v - ^  -

* -i-.

//

/ ;

-
< e c

•Ü
So lic ita? .

• J  ’  ~  « * •  j s f e ,

•>- *■ »->  * *■ '■ < *  4

Hineloaure
/

«• t  H i * •

J
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OFFICE OF THE  SOL I C I TOR

.lu the lu tter of Charges that

CLIP 3ÜH2CE VAuCS r t
at

Paris France Recoimending the extension

is engaged in conducting a scheme
of tais order to inc Inde 
C. 3 . 7AKC2 .

mails 'j'j means o f  fa ise g-nj fraud— 
ulent prêtanses, représentations arü 
promises, in v io la tion  o f Sections 
3929 and 4341 o f the P.eviseà Statutes 
as anended.

fo r obtaining noney through the Ko. 5 Groened&lstraat 
The Hague, Holland.

»

On January 29, 1316, a fraud order y?as issued against the above-named 

part.;- at Paris, France, upon evidence satisfying the Foa tmaster General 

that he was engaged in conducting a schéma for obtaining zaoney through the 

mails by neans o f fa lse  and fraudulent pretenses, représentations and promises. 

The schene consisted in the obtaining o f remittances o f money for what were 

alleged to be astro log ica l readings made up for the individual from a 

horoscope cast by Tance, but which in fact were mere fonn le tters  prepared 

in advance containing no information which coula be o f any value to the 

pure baser. This o f f ic e  is  new in receipt o f a report from Inspecter Hon-
*  J*?

very o f the Hew Toric D ivision submitting evidence showing conciusively that 

this party now reaioved to The Hague, Holland, and from tnat point i3 

continuing the fraudulent business through the mails unuer the name and ad- 

dress C. B. Tance, 5 Groenedalstraat, The Hague, Holland.

I  therefore reconmend that the fraud order be extendod to embrace tais

naine and addresa»

S o lic ito r .



I ln s t  © fftr?  S p p a rtn m tt
WASHINGTON

ORDER 3SO. ^  &  f  3

It  naving been made to appear to trie Postmaster General, upon 
eviuenoe satisfactory to him that C. B. VAKCE, at Ko. 5 Groenedalstraat,
The riolland, is ©ngaged in conductîng a soheme or devico for ob-
taining money tlirough the m ils  by means of falso and fraudulent pretenses, 
représentations and promises, in violation of the Act of Congress entitled 
"An Act to amend certain sections of the Pievised Statutes relating to 
lrtto ries , and for other purposes,” approved September 19, 1890, said 
evideace being raore fu lly  set forth in the mémorandum of the Solicitor 
for the Post Office Department of the date of May 24, 1916, and for the 
reasons set forth in said mémorandum, and by authority vested in tho 
Postmaster General by said act, and by the Act of Congress entitled 
"An Act for the suppression of lottery tra ffic  through international 
and Interstate commerce and the postal service, subjeet to tho ju ris - 
diction and laws of the United States,” approved Mardi 2, 1895, the 
Postmaster General hereby forbids you to certify any postal money order 
drawn to the order of said party, and you are hereby directed to inform 
the ramîtter of any such postal money order that payment thereof has been 
forbidden, and that the araount thereof w ill  be returned upon tho présenta
tion of the original order or a duplicate thereof applied for and obtained 
under the régulations of the Department.

And you are hereby instructed to return a i l  letters and advices, 
whether régistered or not, and other raail matter which s hall arrive at 
your o ffice  directed to the party naraed herein to tlie postraastsrs at the 
offices at which they were o rig laa lly  mailed, to be delivered to the 
senders thereof, with the words ”Praudulent: Mail to this address re
turned by order o f Postmaster General” plainly written or 3tamped upon 
the outside of such letters or matter» Provided, hov.ever, that where 
there is nothing to indicate who are the senders of letters not registered 
or other matter, you are directed in that case to send such le tteri and 
matter to the Division of Dead Letters with the words ”?raudulent: Ma. 1
to this address returned by order of Postmaster General” plainly written 

-x.____ j ______— n-p nR ntHer dead matter under the laws
and

1 ^ à Q B u rligneü; t\i L . »

Postmaster General.

Postmaster,
Kew ïork, 17.Y. 

To a i l  Postmasters.

(Case Ko. 52436-12 gu pp lemental )


