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Seabreoso. Florida

There is inclosed herewith a co y of Order No. 64^ dated

July 1903, (tho original of which, signed by the acting Pos
master General, has boenrotainedfofth^TllSt of this Denart-
saent), revoking Fraud Order No. bvi, dated June 27, 1 0 0 3 . »o i» 
„  it polateB to "Charloo F. Bergman”. In acoordanco thorawitt

you Will horoaftor d.llvor all mail matter addroaood, and avo

paid all money-ordora drawn in favor of, «C!*rlm F. Bergman".

Very rospeotfuliyt

V O l v < W M r

P ' V  Assistant Attorney Gen or ij.
for tho Post Office Departaei
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July aig 1903.

E E SE 0 R A M D U U .
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a  f r  ,:a o rd ^ r  was i s s u e d  a g a i n s t  K r s .  Helen W ilmans, H elen  Y / i lm n s  J
WA

. . l .al&r,  v,ilJoans P o s t ,  n s l e a  A1 Irm as P o s t ,  M rs . Uolon P o s t
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&■ '-'•J '•■ r C s j i - r& l  l u t  u’ lttM p a r t i e s  . .o re  u s in g  th« s a i l s  in  the 

• r a t i o n  o f  a oohoia© f o v i s c a  f u r  o b t a i n i n g  swmev under f a l s e  or

:-trr.s-os,  n  . ■ s a t i a t i o n s ,  or  }»ro'-.i r;eo, in  v i o l a t i o n  
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C h a r le s  F .  B w rg m ii , one o f  s a i d  e-art i c s t has a j ( l l / a l  to have 

s a i d  f r a u d  o r d e r  rev o k e d  r»o f a r  a s  I o i s  c o n c e r n e d ,  and has s u b 

m it  f od , i l,h h i e a p p l l e a an affidavit sotting forth lho follow
ing facte:

rn onHR *7 1 1 J i o w no x i* •*-! X- a o i~i m »
N.,nd# XitUv ro£*i>OiluWlfca vrongiuXly i\nei<4
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o f  M o rta l  ’f o a l i n g  and a b s e n t  f r o u i s u m i  o f  on** * 's l« n  tt i lm an o-  
, r  ' r a ,  : .  .7,  ? o a t  Of S e a b r e e z e ,  F l o r i d a .  R esp o n d en t  n e v e r
was employed by the  s a i d  • • r u s t  i n  the  b u s i n e s s *  ()i

a c t i c e ,  o f  M en ta l  h e a l i n g -  o r  A b sen t  T r e a t m e n t *  had no f r  
. n c i a l  I n t e r e s t  in  same new d a r i v o d  a n y  income t h e r e f r o m ,y r

wane
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July 21, 1902.

643 artoent ibn '0 3 ,
’if rand » "■ :-i 0v or ’To. 271, Jim- 2?# 1907,

^ 'Jiilitijit. fcj.i" del ivory of all xnail addressed to -Era, Helen Mil-

r?>. 'rIont

t , re. 0* . ?o , T- r . Charles Post, Char.l** o .

Port, C. C. Post, Charleo Post, and Charles ' . 2uryisan, and the

.7i Irnas Pos t 9

. it, '̂ ont,
T« i . a  * C lia r la

,er "Freedom", of Soabrocae, Florida, be and tnc rtav.opa Line- 1 r »  
K M

v, ro b "  rrvoKod 00 f a r  i i  i t  r e l a t e s  to  “ C h a r le s  F .  B-urgSKMi" -u

Soabreeao, Florida, and tbit * oroaf t e r  all taail ratter addressed
to said "Charles T. turfcsan" a t  S c a b r c o s o ,  Florida, bo d e l i v e r e d

xl. all n o r - r - o r d e r s  dratsm in
' * '1 I

: ;r 1
1 -

v:'-- 7 •-favor of o-lid arty bo j aid to ht.—.
ii o sf f id«f r t * # 11 .■ n* 'or th .! ■ roll 

(Signed) R J Wynne

Acting PoetBaster General.

th*» Po «tirua. J t or 9
jl ..TO&ZV f i ■LUl’A ;**a *

festal Heal
eat in s&j* n

r
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(Offirrnfthr Pnr.tm;ir,frr(fJntrriil.

July 21, 1903.

m e m o r a n d u m .

Thu rocorrjfi of thie Department show that on June 27, 1903, 

a fraud order was Issued against Mrs. Helen Wilmans, Helen Wlimans

, t l “ “  Helen W ll— .  Post> Hr„ . ^  p<j8t>

Helen Post, Mrs. H. W. Post, h iv p„„f „» «. W. Post, Mrs. Charloa C. Pomt,

Mrs. C. C. Post, Mrs. Charles Post, Charles c! Post, C. C. Post,
jarlof) Pont and Charles F. EurCmun, and tho novspuper "Freedom"~ 
all of Seabreeze, Florida, upon evidence satisfactory to the Post

master General that these parties were using the mails in the 

operation of a scheme devised for obtaining money under false or 

fraudulent pretenses, representations, or promises, in violation 

of Sections 3929 and 4041, Revised Statutes, as amended.

Charles F. Burgman, one of said parties, has applied to have 

said fraud order revoked so far as he is concerned, and has sub-i
mitted with hia application an affidavit setting forth the follow-

%

ing facts:

"1st. That he never, in any manner, violated the U.S. 
Postal Laws and Regulations nor has he ever defrauded, nor 
attempted to defraud, any one by use of the U.
facilities or in any other manner olthor ao a » in/; o /< 
or In co-operation with other persons. "

"2nd. That r.opondont. nan. ha. h.on .r.nnful / d ^ .
orronoouely linked by th» D e p a r t , . . n t  ag.nt. wl h ^ •

° f  r . i w s . v s  » . « *
was employed by the said H. W. Foot^in n0 n .
S S S i H V t U S V i i  derived any l-ome therefrom.
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■ • -* t l i  - . . i  ca * a i t  4«%, » M l# • i n ,  «t t  i  >a 
ft

#f ; It, i'il, ••

i i ,  f l t r l l i ,  k M  l a a

t a  I t  r i l i t i i  i a

ii it!«f»

kt t l s c



CHAS. F. BURGMAN

Manufacturers’ Agent for Modern Supplies
1427 Arch Street

"VUi

______________



OFFICE OF

a s s i >t ^v n t  a t t o r x f . y

FOR THE
P o s t  O k f i c t *: D F ^ A R 'r M i- .N T

W A S H  I  N G 'r O N Uay 20, 1902.

K E H O R A N D U M .

The statements made by C. C. Post and Helen Wilmans Post in 

thei- communication to the Postmaster General, bearing no date but
pre8umabl7 of Va.y 19th, are both misleading OLndk. false In bo far ae

they relate to the action of this Office in recommending to the then 
Postmaster General that a Fraud Order be issued against Helen Tillmans 
for the fraudulent use of the mails. The reasons for such recom
mendation were fully set forth in the memorandum, of October 5, 1901, 

to the Postmaster General, a copy of which is hereto attached; and 

from this it will appear that . Post's assertion tnat a ; rtud Order 

was issued "suddenly and without warning x x x against Helen Oil

mans Post and her correspondence coning from every country where the

English language is spoken by any considerable number of people x 
x x held up, marked 'Fraudulent,' and returned to the writers, 2_is
not in accordance with the facts of the case. The mail was tempor
arily held pending a hearing in the case upon the urgent recommenda

tion of the Fourth Assistant’s bureau, but a Fraud Order was not is

sued until formal notice had been served upon Helen Wilmans (L'rs. 

Post), and a hearing of five or six days duration given her to show 

cause why a Fraud Order should not be issued. The matter was of such 

a nature that it was, in detail, brought to the attention of the then 

Postmaster General, who acted upon the recommendation of this Office

and issued the order*



Vru. Poet'e attorney* ware not told, as they claim to have 

f/Oen, thet with a alight change In the wording of her advertisement" 

ehe could continue business and receive mail ae Helen Wllmans Poet,

* “ ' ' J  ̂ **  ̂• ^®*t* tThat the attorneys were in fact
told, thiniThat the order did not extend to any mall except
that o'lareumxj to H«i*n num»r„ or. i*n ana. th«r*for>>,
1/ ehe should a t  any future time operate e business not In vloutton 
of tne statutes, the could do so under the name of Helen wllmans Host,

6■e. Urt. H. "ff• Poet, or under any name other than thoae against vhlch

the Fraud Order eras issued.
Tith respect to the criminal prosecutions in Georgia and Flori

da, it need only be said that this Department has nothing whatever to 

do with actions in the courts under criminal statutes. That is en

tirely in the province of the Department of Justice; but it may be 

well to state that the indictments in Georgia are still pending, that

th... in florin. ..r. n-.h.d If t». J-««. "P°” '<**“rr,r- *”“ t''"
lt, .. t. br««« th. metier U » r .  W freed f*T

..nth for other lnHctn.nl., when 11 L  « »••«*  ‘h“

foot, f.t.l to tb. pr.vlou. indictment, will t. remedied.
4v.* status of the cases in

in, mn Inquiry from tbl. Office e. to th.
j,f lnepector, under dete of the Florida and Georgia, tns Chief m » P

. v. ..I r. Wllliame, in- 
■ tent, forwarded te tbl. Office • Utter from

« nsssee dated the 12th Instant, In
speetor-in-charge, Chattanooga, »

which he says:

Answer-



Referring to your recent communication to me in case of 
above number (360,538-C), relating to the case of the United 
States vs. Helen Oilmans Post et al, in which you made inquiry 
as to whether the indictments at Macon, Ga., were still pend
ing, I have the honor to advise you further that I am in re
ceipt to-day from Inspector F. D. Peer of copies of two let
ters wr i t ten on April 3, 1902, by the Attorney General, Wash
ington, D. C., addressed to the United States Attorney at Jack
sonville, Fla., and the United States Attorney at Macon, Ga., 
in which communications the Attorney General, answering let
ters from the district Attorneys, expresses the opinion thatthe prosecution_in both D istricts against th e se defendnrvta--
should be pushed vigorously, with the view of their eorwt.ctjon
and the breaking up of this fraudulent scheme._

"The attTtude of the Department of JusTice on this subject 
is very gratifying, and is in entire harmony with the views of 
the District Attorney in each of these Districts. I very 
much hope that the Post Office Department will not relax the 
fraud order now issued against this concern.

Something is said in the communication already referred to 

from Mr. and Mrs. Post, about the "law governing the relations be

tween the material and the mental, more especially the relation of 

the mental to the physical body of m a n "--Mental Science, so-called.

It was announced at the hearing, and the records in the caee will 
support this statement, that the faith or belief of so-called rental

m  m  m m  - g0 t0 speal£f but 3 imply the
Science was not at isoue or

t hv Mrs Post, under the name of Helen Oilmans, 
thods followed out

the United stat"  m8ils'

me



V

C O P Y .

ASSISTANT A TTO R N E Y  GENERAL
FO R  T H E

P o s t  O f f i c e  D e p a r t m e n t

W A S H I N G T O N

October 5t 1901.

3 c
l n: OR A II u V ,

In re :
Fro. Helen and Helen Wlimana cf Ser.brteze, Fit., Tor

operating through the sails a scheme devised for obtaining money under false
or fraudulent pro tensec, etc.

On September 12th, 1901, Helen Tiltitne was called uj tr. tc ehe-.r ctuse on
or before September 30, 1?01 why t fr:-.ud order should not be Issued ag? inat her

for operating through the sails e. scheme devised fer obtaining money under 

false and fraudulent pretenses, etc. On the drte eat for the htar’ng she 

appeared at this office in the person of her bustard r . C . Foot ar.d l:er attor

ney, 0. T. Green to answer the chargee against her. Frederick C. Bryan, Esq., 

of Washington, D . r . was also present at tho hearing as rttorney for interests 

connected with accused. The hearing was held before G. '*. C. Chrietiancy,

feting Assistant .Attorney General for the Post Office Department. r. C. Kueb- 
oer from the Office of tho Assistant Attorney General, ©tc . was present.

Thr- facte brought ot* 
po•'■or to Y.̂-a I ary disease or affliction Including poverty by a method of con

centrating her thought on the patient taking treatment, r.nd for such service 

solicits remittances of $3 per week or $ 1 0  per month for in special cases other 

pricc3 are given). Evidence was further submitted shoving that a large number 

of perrons have applied to her and have paid her money for the extension of 

her thought power lo their specific cases. To these persons sue ..es sent in

structions to the effect that thoy shall set apart fifteen minutes per doy in 

which to forget tbout other natters and pemlt the heeling thought which shs



The impressionsends to her patients to enter their bodies and renew thorn,

Is curried through tho printed literature that during this fifteen minutes h'rs 
Wllmana is sending healing thoughts to them, and when patlente have expressed 

this belief In communications to JJrs. Wilmans, she makes no effort to explain 

matters so they have a proper understanding of just what Vrs . Wilmans does In 

fact do. Tho evidence beforo tne Department has shown that during a long 

period while cartel*! persons by the nemo of Dayton were acting as f'rs. Wilmas’
Chief Clrrkfi, ”rp • opened the r»a!3 coming to her address and simply

0

took out tho m o n e y ,  and w i t h o u t  c a r e f u l l y  r e a d i n g  any of ouch, m a l l ,  «.n<i w i t h o u t  
examining a part of it in any way further than to extract the money, the same

was handed to these Chief Clerks to answer with certain aterotype letters to 

fit the different inquiries, which letters were mailed to the patients with

out being reviewed or seen by Trs« Wilmans, and that on some occasions <vhen 

Vrs, wilmans was absent from homo the letters were opened and answered In the 

earn© manner as when l»rs. Wilmans was present. Evidence was offered by the 

defence that the methods in vogue at the time the Daytons r/ere *n their employ

aad been changod and that Vre . Wllmane not only opened the mail at the present

time but also reviewed the letters which went to patients. Even granting 
tht. ae true. It appears that every letter sent out In connection with this

have the Patent TR constant faith tn the ponon a,
Helen Wilmans, which calls for more money, and even should she answer all 1*1 

tan. coning to her per.onally it I. h.ld that that would not .how a conpllanc. 

with hor pronlsc to aond healing thoughta to certain patient, at ccrtcln hour. 

of the day. Further awldanoe .ae off.r.d and nut d.aputad that Helen Filnan. 

does considerable other work, such a. writing hcoka. article, -or , pore. ate. 

-thU. it 1. conceded that Hrs. trllnuns i. energetic and capable of « »  ™ rk- 

fron th. anount she has dona ah... that It would b. ab.olutely Inpodblc to

.van make a pretense of .ending apaclflo and UdlTld*»l



patients on aocount of the limited number of hours In u day* To this evidenoe 
the dofonno replied that V n «  Wilmans could think of 1000 at a time us easily 

a* of ono - which eoems beyond human possibility, and what nr kos It still more 

Improbable Is the faot that the character of diseases she troats Includes not
I

s

only those usually treated surgically and medically, but also treatment to re- 

utore confidence, to rollsve from poverty, and any other affliction to whloh

Th*--rfore, without In any manner Inquiring Into the merits of so-called
M mi tnl rjo 1 •> no <» «ko«pt mo t ?<r* tv a duoopt Ion In f wot 1 mpouevA upon th« «iok ivn d
unfortunate who were lnciuood to take thte treatment, or pillowed trerntmemt,

without a knowledge of Juet what would be given, or done for the money sent 

to J/rs. Helen Wllmane or Helen Wilmans, It Is my opinion that a fraud order

should bo Issued against them.

(Signed:) a. A. C . CHRTSTTANCY,

Acting Assistant Attorney General 
for the Post Office Deportment.

Postscript:
/v frwud order would have been recommended In thle oeee without »uoh e

protracted hearing bad some of the evidenoe which has since been brought to «y 

attention been presented at the opening of the hearing at It would have nhown

that the scheme was c e r t a i n l y  one to defraud. For example: In a book In the

possession of ths Post Offloe Inspector In which the patU n f s  names worn on- 

torod and the dlagnoe& of their complaints, whloh book was sr cured through 

subpoena ducoo tecum from ono of the clerks of Helen Wilmans, appears In af

fect the following: Vrs. A. B. o f ......, Terms *..... . P®r month, 'c. atuto-

nettt of two or three, possibly four payments). Then follows a diagnosis cf 

tho case "Wants u now set of teeth, monry, and everything nioe Another was



I'rs.' A. B. of aone place in Colorado, diagnosis: "rants 30me one to love her
'soul mote'". From these and other entries under other diagnoses it appears 
that 3 h o  accepted money and represented her ability not only to cure physical 
and mental trouble but to give the patient anything that he or she might ex-

press a desire for. In other words, they stamp the scheme as that of a char-*
latan'o and a fraud-order would have been issued upon thie evidence alone with
out considering th* other points involved.

(Signed:) G. A. C. CHRI ST IA1TCY t

Acting Assistant Attorney General 
for the Post Office Department.

To the Postmaster General.



To the Postmaster General:
For many years Mrs. Post, (better Known to the literary 

and solen tifio world by her maiden name under which she first made 
her reputation as an author* as Helen Wliroans.. ), and myself have 
been earnest and conscientious students of the law governing the
relations between *t!ie Mati©i*±ail ar\^ t.^© Mental, more ©3x>ec5i_axxy

relation of the mental to the physical body of man. Coming into a 
partial Knowledge of this law, we,-more especially Mrs. Post,-have 
sought to impart this Knowledge to our (fellows, and to apply it to 
the healing of their bodily ailments* For sixteen years, we pur

sued our way without molestation# Mrs* Post healing and teaching 
thousands. At first, all of those healed were cases abandoned as 
incurable by the old schools of practitioners, but more lately her
practice became in a considerable degree the same as that of a 
regular family physician, l*e*» if a member a family wa8 1JL1»
ahe was written or telegraphed to as formerly a resident family

physician was called in*
Several times during these years, a Poet Office Inspector

called and asKed for information regarding her business and. always 
everything wasthrown open for his inspection. Absolutely nothing 
was concealed* We had no reason for concealment as we Knew we were

doing a wholly legitimate business and besides, we were being of



great service to humanity*

Suddenly and without warning, a fraud order waa issued 
against Helen vilmana,, and her correspondence, coining from every 
country where the English language Is spoken by any considerable

number of people, waa held up, marked "fraudulent* and returned to
the writers. These letters were In part letters of inquiry regard
ing our teachings, others containing orders for cur publiaYied worV^a,
subscriptions to her paper, "Freedom", an* requests for 4errjs or 
payments for treatments. This virtually cut off from communication 

with her friends and patrons and the means of provong her innocense. 

Sixteen indictments were found against Mrs, Y/ilmns Post, myself, 

and our son-in-law, Mr, Bergman, Mr, Bergman was in no way connected 

with Mrs, Post*s business except as an employee and I had, and have,

no financial interest in her business.
At a hearing had before Mr, Chrlstiancy, an official of

remove the fraud order aralnet Helen

Wlimans waa , but our attorneys were told that with a alight

change in the wording of her advertisement, Bhe could continue busi

ness and receive mall as Helen Vllmane Post, as H, V, Post or as

Mrs, d * C, Post,
Immediately all advertising previously prepared for send- 

ing out was thrown away under the supervision of our attorney and 

in fullest compliance with what we and our attorney understood was
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the requirements of the Department# new advertisements were gotten 
out. Judge then of cur surprise when we were again indicted a-t the 
instance of the inspector, this time in Georgia. The indictments 
in Florida were quashed by Judge Lock of the Federal Court at Jack
sonville, who also ruled that those in Georgia were not good and
refused to issue an order for our arrest*

We have been put to treat, expense in the payment of attor—
\ * ̂ ■' * *

n e y a *  fees, in bringing witnesses from other States to testify in 
Mrs. Post’s behalf before the Department at the hearing, and Mrs. 
Post’s business, both as a publisher and healer has been virtually 
destroyed, herself been branded as a fraud the world, ovei and. hun 

dreds of people who looked to her to heal them of diseases which 

the so-called "regular" practitioners could not remove, have been 

denied communication with her through the mails#
The Act of Congress under which the Post Master

is authorised to issue a fraud order is clear and explicit.
as Post Master General may issue a fraud order against any one "upon 

evidence satisfactory to you that such person is doing a fraudulent 
business." You are Judge artl Jury and executioner. You may, indeed 

must, because of the magnitude of the business of the Department* 

delegate your authority to others, who, in turn, must depend for 

their information upon still others* But, I submit in all candor



and with due reapect that when tve sole power to deat.ro* not
only the character an* buaineee of a citizen, but, if an error be 
made, to deny the meane or regaining their loat health to hundreds 
0 1 sufferers, and to delay the progress of the race in a Knowledge 

or the law of health and of how to presezve It, that when such
m i*4,( y ^

grave Intereata are a* stake. It le eminentlv proper. even a duty
to appeal to the Official h ead  of the Departnent w iV h whom t h e

real power Ilea, and to ask If that head wiahea to bear the re
sponsibility of condemning one who la acknowledged by thousands of 

educated, intelligent andthoughtful people to have added greatly to 

the race’s knowledge of the law of life, and. health, who hat- healed 

hundreds of diseased bodies, lifted others out of t*e slough of 

despond, and placed them upon the solid ground of renewed faith in 

themselves arid in the infinite aource of all things, who has tve 

endorsement of numbers of intelligent physicians of t • old school
in \jC 4v w r d  value of ver practice
leallng is scientific and in accordance with tve latest discoveries 

Ln the physical sciences, all of which evidence we *re ready to sub
nit together with a hundred sworn certificates of cures made by V i a .

hundreds

o. ve have also ln our possession letters from twelve of the 

,.opla in whose name »e were mulcted, statin* that they did not

now that their names were being usee in lndlctinr ue, that thay



had not been defrauded by Mrs* Post, but on the contrary, could1 4
not repay her for services rendered#

I am ready further to submit the testimony of the leading 
buolnea3 and professional men of my town and my neighboring townsli

and of my country aa to the standing of myself and wife both in bust*-
nea9 and social life as people of integrity and honor. And I re
spectfully suomlt that the evidence of hundreds of people who have
Been healed, of reputable physicians as to the honesty of purpose
and scientific method of healing, and of the leaders in business,
in law and Ih politics of the community and State in which myself

and wife are brown, ard do business, ought to vindicate us over the

testimony of a few who have not been healed, under her practise,

of people discharged for ineffiency or dishonesty, and of personal

enemies made in the discharge of official duties, or in the ordinary

iffairs of every day life.
fe asfc that the fraud order against Helen Hilraans he

withdrawn and that those who wish to employ her as a teacher or 
healer he permitted the use of the mails In addressing her by the 
name of whloh she la known to many people in every civilizes country 
on the globe* and that no other fraud order he issued against her

under any name*
0* 0. Post*

Helen Wilmana Post



Pelstinr to Fraud Order issued by the u>g>
postmaster Gene r a l  against Chas. p. Bureraan , at 
Seabreeze, Florida. ■

p. BURGMAN
A g e n t  f o r  M o d e r n  S u p p l i e s  

27  Arch S tr e e t

P h ilad elp h ia,
July 18, 1 9 0 3 .

Ch^s. F. Burt?TTi3^; e s to on S. e "
-- ̂  ^

that the U.S. Post Office wrongfully and uuon in
correct information issued said Fraud Ord
said Fespondent for the proof of v/hich Fespondent 
states the following facts.
1st. '"That he never, in any manner, violated the
U.S. Postal Laws and Peculations nor has he ever

«

defrauded, nor attempted to defraud, any one by use 
of the U.S. postal facilities or in any other man-

er against

ner either as a single person or in co-operation 
with

.̂ U'i. That respondents name has been wrongfully
and erroneously linked by the Department agents with 
the practice of Mental Healing and Absent Treatment 
of-one Helen Wilmans-or Mrs. H. W. Post of Seabreeze,
Florida. Fespondent never was emoloyed by the said 
H. W. Post in the business, or practice, of Mental 
Healing- or Absent Treatment. Had no financial
interest in same nor derived any income therefrom,



j,MAN
JftModern Supplies 

- Arch Street

Philadelphia,

rote no letters, received no correspondence, nor 
money, from any source or person, received and de
posited no mail at any time on account of said busi. 
ness.

intnn?
or Mrs. H. W. Post from August ?d f 1901 until May 
1st, 3903 in the capacity of manager of her print
ing and publishing business, known as ’’Wilmans Pub
lishing House.’* And that the duties of Respondent 
in said position consisted in attending to the 
following:
A. - The supervision of employes in ssidttWilmans 
Publishing House.*’
B. - The soliciting of work in the printing line.
(Job work") from* thw .
C. - The direction and supervision of the weekly pub
lication ’’Freedom.”
D. - Attending to the subscription and advertising
department of said journal ’’Freedom”.
E. - The sale and shipment of books, from various 
authors to purchasers and agents ordering the same;
^and any other duties connected with, and incidental
to the business of printers and publishers - and none



,<GMAN

A for Modern Supplies
~7 Arch Street f

Philadelphia,

other
4 th. As compensation for the performance of the 
duties above mentioned Respondent received a regular
monthly salary, and nothing further, as he has not

" 'v n r f  n ^ v e r  l i n d  s n y  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t

Publishing House than that of an employe.
5 th. On May 1st of this year Respondent quit the 
employment of said Helen Wilmans (or H. W. Post or
Mrs. C. C. Post) and permanently severed any and all* \

connections with the "Wilmans Publishing House."
Respondent left Seabreeze, Florida on June 26th. of 
this year and arrived in the city of Philadelphia 
on July 2d last where he is now permanently located
and exclusively engaged in the business as Manufac- 

r > ent. “products"
6th. Respondent avers that if his name was everi
used by anyone in connection with the business of 
Mental Healing or Absent Treatment of Helen Wilmans 
(or Mrs. H. W. Post or Mrs. C. C. Post or any other-
party.) it was done without the knowledge or consent 
of this Respondent and that he is in nowise respon
sible or to blame for the use of his name in con
nection with such business. And as far as his



j f t G M A N  
c.„t tor Modern Supplies 

_fj7 Arch Street

k* |
W  i

M  knowledge extends his name has not been,, and is
jflf not now, used in connection with such business. ^
■  In view of the facts above stated, the under-
' signed most respectfully requests that the Fraud

•/ft ~ i t **
Order issued against him at ^ e gtreezeb^ttie " O /  
Postal Department be revocated and the postmaster 
at Seabreeze, Florida be directed to forward all 
mail addressed to Respondent at once to his pre
sent address.

Philadelphia,

Resnectfully submitted,
U v

1427 Arch Street,
Philadelphia, Pa

Subscn on this the 18th

day of .July, 190?.
Philadelphia.y.-P-a.

y-A-v * >C

tsOLTC*'L
Notary Public





s CHAS. F. BURGMAN
Manufacturers’ Agent for Modern Supplies

1427 Arch Street

o f f i c e ; o f  

Asst. Attorney Gene 
RECEIVED

JUL 21
Post Office Departme: •

July 18, 1903

H. Robb,
Assistant Attorney General,

for the Post Office Department,
Washington, D. C.

In compliance with sussrestion made at'
ew with Mr. E. W. Lawrence of your Depart

ment on the 17th inst. in your office and also in
response to your letter to me of the 7th inst. in 
reply to my communication of the 3d inst. addressed 
to the Postmaster General. I forward with an affi
davit relating to facts in connection with action 
of your Department in issuing a "Fraud Order" 
against my name a t  the Post-office in Seabreeze,

Feeling, sure that your Department will
%

revoke the order issued against me at the earliest 
possible date and correct a wrong done me based up
on incorrect information, I remain,

Yours respectfully,
VVYOwb . J- V W ( X ? v w  ̂ n/VW



(pftiii o f tfjr ̂(jiuvtntcUif i'v (fi) ntcnil.
June 26, 1903

M E M O R A N D U M  . 0V
/
*

IN RE

„ . Helen Wilmans, Helen Wilmans, Mrs. Helen Wilmans Host,
Helen Wilmans Post, Mrs. Helen Post, Helen Post, Mrs. H. W. Post 
H. W. Post, Mrs. Charles C. Post, Mrs. C. C. Post, Mrs. Charles ’ 
Post, Charles C. Post, C. C. Post, Charles Post, and Charles F. 
Burgman, all of Seabreeze, Florida, and the newspaper "Freedom" 
of Seabreeze, Florida,- for operating through the mails a scheme 
devised for obtaining money or other property under false or 
fraudulent pretenses, representations or promises, within the 
meaning of Sections 3929 and .4041, Revised Statutes of the United 
States as amended. ♦

On October 5, 1901, the following memorandum was prepared,
I

and a fraud order was accordingly issued against the parties 

named therein:

"In re:
"Mrs. Helen Wilmans and Helen Wilmans of Seabreeze, 

Fla., for operating through the mails a scheme devised tor ob
taining money under false or fraudulent pretenses, etc.

"On September 12th, 1901, Helen Wilmans was called upon to 
show cause on or before September 30, 1901, why a fraud order 
should not be issued against her for operating through the mailsa 
scheme devised for obtaining money under false and fraudulent 
pretenses, etc. On the date set for the hearing she appeared 
at this office in the person of her husband, C. C. Post, and her 
attorney, 0. T. Green, to answer the charges against her.
Frederick C. Bryan, Esq., of Washington, D. C., was also presen 
at the hearing as attorney for interests connected with accused.
The hearing was held before G. A. C.' Christiancy, Ac ng from
Attorney General for the Post Office Department. F. C, Huebner iro 
the Office of the Assistant Attorney General, etc. was also present 

"The facte brought out at the hearing were that Mrs. Helen 
Wilmans claims power to heal any disease or affliction including 
poverty by a method of concentrating her thought on the pat en 
taking treatment, and for such service solicits remittances of $3 
per week or $ 10 per month (or in special cases other prices are 
given). Evidence was further submitted showing that a large number



of pers 
tension7f T  *«■»..
ae^aparthfIfte " “i 1" tr" t‘« «  *• eff.cYthat'they .‘ha"* set apart fifteen minutes per dav in which fA f  ̂ , * 7 ,
“ ‘■‘" J  af  *«"»» *K» healing thought which .he .«de to her

. . . ® enter their bodies and renew them. tv,» i _ j _

proper understanding of just what Mrs. Wilmkns’doie'iT'flcWo.
The evidence before the Department has shown that during a long* 
period while certain persons by the name of Dayton were acting as 
Mrs. Wilman’s Chief Clerks, Mrs. Wilmans opened the mail coming to 
her address and simply took out the money, and without carefully 
reading any of such mail, and without examining a part, of it in any 
way further than to extract the money, the same was handed to these 
Chief Clerks to answer with certain sterotype letters to fit the dif- 
ferent inquiries, which letters were mailed to the patients with
out being reviewed or seen by Mrs. Wilmans, and that on some oc
casions when Mrs. Wilmans was absent from home the letters were 
opened and answered in the same manner as when Mrs.•Wilmans was 
present. Evidence was offered by the defence that the methods in 
vogue at the time the Daytons were in their enploy had been 
changed and that Mrs. Wilmans not only opened the mail at the 
present time but also reviewed the letters which went to patients. 
Even granting this as true, it appears that every letter sent out 
in connection with this scheme is designed to have the patient put 
constant faith in the power of Helen Wilmans, which calls for more 
money, and even should she answer all let ters coming to her person
ally, it is held that that would not show a compliance with her
promise to send healing thoughts to certain patients at certain
hours of the day. Further evidence was offered and not disputed
that Helen Wilmans does considerable other work, such as writing 
. ir.<irla3 for papers, etc. While it is conceded that Mrs.
w i  an* is energetic and capable of much work, from the amount she Wilmans is energetic ana c p  absolutely imp0S8ible to even make
has done shows 0-peeific and individual thoughts to all hera pretense of sending specific ana ^  #f hour8 ln a day. To
patients on ac®?unJ - replied that Mrs. Wilmans could think of
this evidence the dexen P vfhich seems beyond human pos-
1000 at a time aa easily a. of o n . ; is the fact that

r  M  also*treatment te
restore from poverty, and any other at-
fliction to which humanity is heir. . lnto the merits"Therefore, without in any manner inquiring into t n ^  ^  fa#t
of co-called Mental Science except so far to take

this treatment, or alleged treatment, without a fowled geor  ̂ 3
what would be given, or done for the money sen . 1 order
Wilmans or Helen Wilmans, it is my opinion that a fr



3

should fce issued against them,
^Signed) G. A. C. CHRISTIAHCY,

•--C i# ing Assistant Attorney General
for the Post Office Department.

"Postscript:
,... A.fraud order would hare been recommended in this case

3UC“ a protracted hearing had some of the evidence which has
since been brought to my attention been p r e a e n t e d ^ H ^ p e n i ^
Of the hearing as it T o u l d  have shoro that the scheme vas clrtaln- 
1̂  one *o defraud. ror exanp-6• In a oook in the possession of 
the Post Office Inspector in which the patient’s names were 
entered and the diagnoses of their complaints, which book was se
cured through a subpoena duces tecum from one of the clerks of 
Helen Wilmans, appears in effect the following: Mrs. A. B. of
------, Terms *----- , per month, (a statement of two or three,
possibly four payments). Then follows a diagnosis of the case 
"Wants a new set of teeth, money and everything nice". Another 
was: Mrs. A. B, of some place in Colorado, diagnosis: "7/ants
some one to love her ’soul -mate'”. From these and other entries 
under other diagnoses, it appears that she accepted money and rep^ 
resented her ability not only yo cure physical and mental trouble 
but to give the patient anything that he or she might express a 
desire for. In other words, they stamp the scheme as that of a 
charlatan's and a fraud-order would have been issued upon this 
evidence alone without considering the other points involved.

•(Signed) G. A. C. CHRISTIAKCT,
"Acting Assistant Attorney General 

for the Post Office Department.
To the Postmaster General."

It Is shown that the parti amed herein are conducting

the same fraudulent scheme through the mails, by using various 

naslif and other devicese
It is further shown that numerous indictments have since been 

obtained against Helen Wilmans Post, Charles C. Post and Charles

F. Burgman, for fraudulent use of the sails.

Being satisfied by this and other evidence that Mrs. Helen 

Wilmans, Helen Wilmans, Mrs. Helen Wilmans Post, Helen Wilmans

Post, Mrs. Helen Post, Helen Post, Mrs. H. W. Post, H. W. Pos*,

C. C. Post, Mrs. Charles Post, Charles CMrs. Charles C. Post, Mrs.



Post, C. C. Post, Charles Post, and Charles F. Burgman, all of 

Seabreeze, Florida, and the newspaper "Freedom” of Seabreeze,
4

Florida, are conducting a scheme or device for obtaining money
or other property through the uee of the United Stat ils, by
mea^s of fa Iso and fraudulent pretenses, representations ox-

promises, I issue the ”Fraud Order” hereto attached.

Postmaster eral.

(360,538-C)



OPPicn nr run
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non run
P '//j ( t\■ h /. 

WASHINGTON
Jur»* 27 , 1903.

f inclose herewith a copy of' order No. Vi , COtoo

, forbidding the delivery of mail matter and the
_ A - _____________ __ Mrs. Ullr rm. Charles >*. r ,payment of money orders to *

the r.ssspmpsr "Freedom”, st si., *11 of Howbroexe, yiorfCnt,

the original of' which, signed by the Postmaster General, has been 
retained on the files of' this Department.

in t h e  e n f o r c e m e n t  of'  this order, please observe the follow
ing general regulation, published in the United States Postal 
Guide for March, 1901, viz:

t,*rs nro not if
the pro v I c f one of* fnTTnrT

wcover mal i ni;> t under f tive or other officer entitled to the franking privilege, nor
iat which is covered by an official envelope. Nor do these

orders apply to matter not under seal, such as newspapers,
circulars, etc., unless specifically stated in the order, or
by subsequent letter of instructions."

Very renpootfui1y,

Assistant Attorney General 
for the Post Office Department.



{post Office ̂ Department,
WASHINGTON, D. C.

O r d e r  N o . 57^ June 27, 1903

It h a v in g  b een  m ad e to  appear to  th e  P o stm a ster  G eneral, up on  ev id en ce  
sa tisfa cto ry  to  h im , tha t

Mrs» H e le n  Wi lmans ,  H e l e n  Wi lmans ,  Mrs.  H e l e n  Wilmans P o s t ,  

H e l e n  Wilmans P o s t ,  Mrs.  H e l e n  P o s t ,  H e l e n  P o s t ,  Mrs.  H. W, P o s t ,  

H. W. P o s t ,  Mrs.  CharleB C. P o s t ,  Mrs.  C. C. P o s t ,  Mrs.  C h a r le s  

P o s t ,  C h a r l e s  C. P o s t ,  C. C. P o s t ,  C h a r l e s  P o s t ,  and C h a r l e s  F.  

Burgman, and

t h e  n e w s p a p e r  "Freedom"

S e a b r e e z e ,  F l o r i d a ,  a r e
engaged in  conducting a scheme or device for obtaining money through the mails hv means of 
false and trailduTBTrt pretenses, rnoresentationb, and promises, in violation of the Act of Congress 
entitled “ An act to amend certain sections of the~Revised Statutes.i^elating to lotteries, and for
other purposes,” approved September 19, 1890— 7 ’  -  ________'

Now, therefore, by authority  vested in him by said act, and by the Act of Congress entitled 
“ An act for the suppression of lottery traffic through international and interstate commerce and 
the postal service, subject to the jurisdiction and laws of the U nited States,” approved March 2 
1805, the Postm aster General hereby f o r b i d s  y o u  to p a y  a n y  P o s t a l  M o n e y  O r d e r  drawn

to the order of said p a r t  i e s  ~

and you are hereby directed to inform  the rem itter of any such postal money order tha t payment 
thereof lias been forbidden, and th a t the am ount thereof will be returned upon the presentation 
of the original order or a duplicate thereof applied for and obtained under the regulations of the 
D epartm ent.

^Tid vou are hereby instructed to ' r e tu r n  a l l  l e t t e r s 9 w hether registered or not, and o t h e r  

m a i l  m a t t e r  w hich shall a n . . - . ........ nffioe directed to the said P art ies

th e  postm asters a t the offices a t w hich they  were originally mailed, to he delivered to uw

thereto.

To the P ostm aster,

Seabreeze, Florida.
5 — tiO'.t

( 3 6 0 5 3 8 - C )


