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(C o p y .)

||>ost ©ffice ^Department,

sa t is fa c to ry  l<> h im , that . « « 4  ‘rt-A-m « t im n a ,

at — t»...................................................... ’..........-...................
engaged in conducting a scheme or device for obtaining money through the mails by means 
of false and fraudulent pretenses, representations, and promises, in violation of the Act of 
Congress entitled “ An act to amend certain sections of the Revised Statutes relating to lotteries, 
and for other purposes," approved September 19, 1890—

Now, therefore, by authority vested in him by said act, and by the Act of Congress entitled 
“ An act for the suppression of lottery traffic through international and interstate commerce and 
the p o sta l s e r v ic e ,- s n b ie c t  to  th e  inrisdiot-io-n «r>d **■
1S95, the Postmaster General hereby f o r b id s  y o u  to U a n y  sJP o sta l M o n ey  O rd e r  drawn

to the order of sa id ............  Helim " t l r a n * « n d f h » l < m  r'l lr> *n « ,...........................
and you are hereby directed to inform the remitter of any such postal money order that payment 
thereof has been forbidden, and that the amount thereof will be returned upon the presentation 
of a duplicate money order applied for and obtained under the regulations of the Department. 

And you are hereby instructed to r e t u r n  (fit le t te r s , whether registered or not, and o th e r

m a i l  m a t te r  which shall arrive at your office directed to the said Mr « • ' Ha ie n  WtXPWfft

.. cuid lio ion  '.iilraan# — ......................................-....... -........... -...................................................................
to the postmasters at the offices at which they were originally mailed, to he delivered to the 
senders thereof, with the word “ F r a u d u l e n t  99 plainly written or stamped upon the outside of 
such letters or matter. Provided, however, that where there is nothing to indicate who are the 
senders of letters not registered or other matter, you are directed in that case to send such 
letters and matter to the D e a d - L e t te r  Office with the word “ F r a u d u l e n t 99 plainly written 
or stamped thereon, to be disposed of as other dead m atter under the laws and regulations appli
cable thereto.

( 3 i  gnod.)  ' C ll. worn 391111
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O F F I C E  O F  T H E

A S S I S T A N T  A T T O R N E Y  G E N E R A L
F O R  T H E

P o s t  O f f i c e  D e p a r t m e n t

W A S H I N  O T O N

October 5, 1901.

IPHORAnXQI.
In re:

,!r s * K9lon "’ilraans and Helen wiinans of Seabreeze, F la. for 
operating through the n ails a scheme devised for obtaining monev under fa lse  
or fraudulent pretenses, etc. - '

On September 1 2 th ,  1 9 Q l,  Helen Wilmans was c a l l e d  upon to  show ca u se  on 

or before September 30, 1901 why a fraud order should not be issiBd against her 

for operating through the mails a scheme devised for obtaining money under false  

and fraudulent pretenses-, etc . On the date se t for the hearing she appeared 

at this o ffice  in the person of her husband C. C. Post and her attorney, 0. T. 

Green to answer the charges against her. Frederick C. Bryan, F .s i., of Washington, 

D. C. was a l s o  present at the hearing as attorney for in terests connected with

accused. The hearing was held before G. A. C. Christiancy, Acting Assistant
%

Attorney General for the Post Office Department. F. C. Huebner.from the Office
*

of the A ssistant Attorney General, e tc . was also present.

ie” facts brought out at the hearing we re'That m*s. Helen Wilma ns claims

power to heal any disease or a ff lic t io n  including poverty by a method of 

concentrating her thought on the patient taking treatment, and for such service 

s o l ic i t s  remittances of $3 per week or $10 per month (or in sp ec ia l cases

other prices are given). Evidence was further submitted showing that

a large number of persons have applied to her and have paid her money for 

the extension of her thought power to their sp e c ific  cases. To these persons 

she has sent instructions to the e ffect that they sh all set apart fifteen  minutes 

per day in which to forget about other matters and permit the healing thought 

which she sends to her patients to enter their bodies and renew then.



The impression is carried through the printed literature that during this 

fifteen  minutes Mrs. Wilmans is sending healing thoughts to them, and when 

patients have expressed this belief in communications to lire. Wilmans, she makes 

no e llo rt to explain matters sh they have a proper unaerstending of ju st what 

rs . Wilmane does in iact do. The evidence before the Department has shown

th a t  d u r in g  a  lo n g  p e r io d  w h ile  c e r t a i n  p e r s o n *  by the name o f D ayton were

a c t i n g  a e  M r s .  W i l m a n s * C h i e f  C l e r k s ,  M r s .  O i l m a n s  o p e n e d  t h e  m a i l  c o m in g  to

her address and simply took out the money, and without carefully reading any 

of such mail, and without examining a part of it  in any way further than to 

extract the money, the same was handed to these Chief Clerks to answer,with 

certain sterotype le tte r s  to f i t  the d ifferent inquiries, which le tte rs  were 

mailed to the patients without being reviewed or seen by Mrs. Wilmans, 

and that on some occasions when Mrs. oilmans was absent from hone the le tte rs  

were opened and answered in the same manner as when Mrs. Wilmans was present. 

Evidence was offered by the defence that the methods in vogue at the time the 

Daytons were in their employ had been changed and that Mrs. Wilmans not only 

opened the mail at the present time but also  reviewed the le tte r * which 

went to p atien ts. Even granting th is as true, it  appears that every le tte r

sent out in connection with thiB scheme is designed to have the patient put 

constant fa ith  in the power of Helen Wilmans,which ca lls  for more money, 

and even should she answer a31 le tte r s  coming to her personally it is held that 

that would not show a compliance with her promise to send healing thoughts 

to certain  patients at certain  hours of the day. Further evidence was 

offered and not disputed that Helen Wilmans does considerable other work, 

such as writing books, a r t ic le s  for papers, e tc . While it is concede 

Mrs. Wilmans is energetic and capable of much work, from the amount she 

has done shows that it. would bo absolutely impossible to even make a pretense



of sending specific  and individual thoughts to a l l  her patients on account of 

the limited number of hours in a day. To this evidence the defense replied 

that Mrs. Wilnians could think of 1000 at a time as easily  as of one - which 

seems beyond human p o ssib ility , and what makes i t  s t i l l  more improbable is 

the fact that the character of diseases she treats includes not only those

u s u a l ly  t r e a t e d  s u r g i c a l l y  and m e d ic a l ly .  b u t a l s o  tre a tm e n t to  r « a to r e

c o n f id e n c e ,  to  r e l i e v e  from  p o v e r t y ,  and any o th e r  a f f l i c t i o n  to  which h u r a n l ty  

is heir.

Therefore, without in any manner inquiring into the merits of 

so-called Mental Science except so far  as deception was in fact imposed upon 

the sick and unfortunate who were induced to take this treatment, or alleged 

treatment, without a knowledge of ju st  what would be given , or done for the

money sent to Mrs. Helen Wilmans or Helen Wilnans, i t  is my opinion that 

a fraud order should be issued against them.

w
Acting Assistant Attorney Genen 

for the Post Office Department

P ostscrip t:

A fraud order would have been recommended in this case without such

n protracted hearing had some of the evidence which has since been brought to 

my attention been presented at the opening of the hearing as i t would have shown 

that the scheme was certainly one to defraud. For example: In a book in fhe 

possession of the Post Office Inspector in which the patien t’ s names were entered

ana the diagnosis of their complaints, which book was secured through a subpoena 

duces tecum from one of the clerks of Helen Oilmans, appears in effect the following

— ‘ ------per month, (a statement of two orMrs. A. B• of , Terras §



KKffORAHDtTM, Mrs# Helen Wilmans , et a l * ,  4*

three, possibly four payments)* Then follows a diagnosis of the case "Wants 

a new set of teeth, money, and everything nice"* Another was: Mrs* A. B.

of s  aae place in Colorado, diagnosis: "Wants some one to love her ,soul mate1"* 

From these and other entries under other diagnosis it appears that she accepted 

money and represented her a b ility  not only to cure physical and mental trouble 

but to give the patient anything that he or she

In  o t h e r  w o r d s , t h e y  s t a m p  t h e  s c h e r a e  a s  t h a t  o f  a  c h a r l a t a n ’ s  and a  fraud-order 

would have been issued upon this evidence alone without considering the other

points involved.

Vs^O^^-
Acting Assistant Attorney General 
for the Post Office Department

To the Postmaster General.
I
1


