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£019 Jackson Boulevard, Chicago,
April 23, 189h.

Hon- John L. Thomas,
F.O. Dep't.,

Ass’'t Attorney General
Washington, N.O.

Pear Sir : --

Your favor of 19th inst. duly received”™ and | will try

to give you such information as | am possessed of, and which | be-

lieve to be true, no matter how strange it may sound to the ears

of any one who has not investigated the doctrines and teachings of
the higher spiritual philosophy, of the present day. Let ne pro-

mise by repeating, what | said to you in my communication of

February 28th, which T sent to you by Adams Express, fearing that
toe mail transmission might be denied ne. It was this: ~hat | am

a regular graduated physician, from the State University of lowa

in 1865y with thirty years experience. | have always supposed a

diploma entitled a graduate to use, at the bedside, or to send

through the mails, (if mailable), any medical device, or medicine,

that in his judgment, would hasten the recovery ofbthe patient, or

smoothkthe way to the inevitable. Acting upon this supposition, |

have put out the disc, after having first tried it upon myself,

then upon my friends, and with success upon some of my patients,

could watch and note effects- Never have | dreamed that |

where |



was doinfi an unlawful act. | have not, made it an important fac-

tor In my business, it has only been a side-issue.

/ 0 What is the name of the ancient Frryptian Mage who attends

you and aids you in healing mental andphysical maladies * #

A The Ffryptian Mage who attends and aids me, calls himself

Prince Ramuses. He describes himself as having been of the royal
house, but of the Priesthood and net of the kingly line. H has
been with me for twenty years, and his teachings have been of the
highest order of morality and purity.

0 How did this Mage give you the disc you sell for $l:/i.e.
did he hand it to you in the form in which you send it out ?

A He gave ne the secret of making the disc, through trance

mediumship.

How did he communicate ho you "whoever would wear one"

fa disc) "will quickly grow into such harmony of body, soul and
spirit as to be healed of sickness, quickened in mind and pros-
pered in fortune: i1.e. did he speak out loudi or did he whisper
It to you ?

A All his teachings are given in the same way, in conversational

tones of voice.

Q Who makes these discs for you ?

A All the discs are made by me, but covered by another party.



0 Why does the ripping open of the disc destroy its force ?
A The rippinp of Vr» disc destroys the adjustment of the part,s,

and also destroys the occult force of color, which enters into its

construction as ihessential element In its action.

( ivhv will cons to the owner if the disc be TO+

burned when I1ts force is spent ?

A It iIs "barm" and not "honor" , that will cone to the wearer,
if it is not burnt. / ghis would be due Lo reabsorption of certain
effete conditions centered around the disc, by* the daily efforts
of mental concentration, that are insisted upon in the directions
for use. The disc of itself would not be of value unless the man-
trims directed are properly and persistently used. The Prince in

explaining this, said that the Record of Wisdom, "Ihe Bible , de-
cUroa that. "Ood said lot there be, and there was". And that the

"Word was with (led, and the Word was (Tod." / As | say In ny circu-
lar. it is about three years ago, since the”~disc was given me;, and
within the last week a book called "Barrett's Magus" printed in

180J f has come into ny hands, “rom this/Book First, Chapter R

page 30f T quote, as follows:

"Indeed the virtue of men's words are so great, that, when

pronounced with a fervent constancy of the mind, they are able to

subvert Nature, to cause earthquakes, sterms and tempests. Almost

all charms are impotent without woiris, P€cause words are the speech



of the speaker, and the image of the thing signified or spoken Of.

thereforef whatever wonderful effect is intended, let the sane. bo

performed with the addition of words significative of the will (R

for words are a kind of occilt vehicle of

and sent out of the body by the

DFSTHB of tte operator;
the imape conceived or begotten,
all the forcible power of the spirit ought to be

and

soul; therefore,
breathed out with vehemency and an arduous and intense desire;

| know how to speak, and convey words together, so they nay be

carried onword to the hearer at a vast distance, no other body

iIntervening, which thinfr T have done often. Words are also often

times delivered to Us, seemingly by others, in our sleep, whereby

we seem to talk and converse; but then no vocal conversations are

of any effect except they proceed from spiritual and occult causes;

such ipiritg have often manifested singular things to me, while In

sleep or trance, the which in waking, | have thought nought of,

until conviction of the Truth taught nme credulity in such like

matter.9

This book printed nearly a hundred years ago gave ne a wonder-

ful confirmation of my belief that Prince Ramases, claiming to be

a Mari' is really versed in the doctrines of the"Magi*of which

this "Magus" is a compendium. In these days when Rdison and Tessler

the modem magicians who are astonishing the world with their feats



or possibility of any development along these lines? There is cer-

tainly one advantage in the use of t he disc as an aid to the con-

centration of the mind of the patient. It leaves no disagreeable

after effects, to retard the patient* s recovery, which is one of

my objections to the systems of medication most in vogue at the

present day.

Q Why can't you or your powerful Mage give the disc per-

petual force ?

varying with the conditions of the patient. T don't doubt but

that 8 perpetual power could be constructed as is instanced iIn

the power of gems, but they could not be sold for a dollar.

0 how many discs have you sold ?
as 1 said before, a sort of side-

r should judge that they

A As the discs have been,

iIssue, | have kept no account of sales.



might amount to three or four hundred, during the three years I
have been disking them. A large proportion of the orders being from
parties who desired to continue their use after the first trial.

| have done no particular advertising, only sending out the circu-

lar occasionally to those whom | was informed understood our

philosophy, and to whom its wording would be perfectly intelligible
0 Judging from their letters do your patients believe that

the ancient Egyptian Magi attend you in your work ?

A My letters almost invariably tell ree of the faith nmy patients

have in the Egyptian Magi and the doctrines they teach. Now and

then, | have a sceptic who -is willing to go a dollar, for the

chance of being bettered. These exceptions, of course, do not al-

ways gain the same benefit, from the use of the disc, as if their

were nore end stall they will confess to its power.

Q How many people have applied to you for help, wo prvfaSS
to believe In your occult powers ?
A All who are personally acquainted with me, to the number of
hundreds, more or less, give ne credit for the occult powers which
| possess, and which were born with me, clairvoyance and clauri-OLccr
dence. | do not keep a list and cannot £iv you the exact number.
But I have a jrreat number of dear and warn friends scattered all

over the country.



Q Do your patients generally believe that spirit enemies

cause their mental and physical suffering ?
A 1 can hardly say that my patients believ* tha - splri »

cause mental and physical suffering, using the ™orri enemies as un

entity, but that spirit force, malign or friendly, produces our

states, "hen we lapse into passivity, or deplete ourselves by

diffusion, the opposite of concentration, which is the action In-
tended to be brought about by the disc.

Q How do you polarize-a disc f'r a particular person wom

you never saw ?
A The polarizing of the disc for particular persons is det.emin

ed by nmy psychometry of the letters received from thent

0 how do you polarize a disc: i.e. by what process ?

Ci,sca polarizod , expo«u*Q td the rays of t ho 31~

or moon, at certain hours of the day, or of the aire of the 5
)

and by intense mental concentration.

| telegraphed you an acceptance of your stipulation to-
day. | trust you wil 1 see the necessity, in behalf of ny patients
of acting in this matter as promptly as the law will allow.
| give you ny word of honor to neither advertise nor send out

any discs to any one, pending this investigation. Tn fact, since |

was first notified, T have refrained from any advertising of it.



Ad T told you in ny communication sent by express, February
¢5th, 1895, | have no desire nor design to offend against the law

of my coun.t.ry, and if you should decide the sale of the disc wes

illegal. T should stop It,. Of course, from a physician's stand-

point | eannot see its illegality, but» a lawyer’s view is sometunes

essentially different from a doctor’s.

Total ly unacquainted as you have been with the reasons for my
claims i1t would be strange if you ''/ere otherwise than sceptical.
T would like to add that the people with whom I am most intimate-
ly associated are more or less cultured, doctors, lawyers, editors,

authors, hard-headed po’iticians, but all as you, seekers for the

Truth which Jesus the Christ declared should make all nmen free.

This freedom is guaranteed to every American citizens by the Con-

stitution of the United States Iin regard to religious thought and

action.

Mrs. Margaret B. Peeke, teacher and lecturer on the Occult
Philosophy, upon whose principles the action of the disc iIs found-
ed, is to have a class in Washington, within a few days, T wish
that you might see her™ |f this subject is of any interest to y°IK
She is a master where T am a student.

It is over two months, since the first steps were taken in

this investigation, do you wonder that"Pope deferred maketh +he



hfart sick,* especially when that heart is unconscious of any

intent to violate law.

Permit nme also to call your attention to the fact that ny
name is of English origin, '‘phelon; and not, the Irish, Phelan.

If 1| have failed to make my meaning on any point, clear, or

If you should desire supplementary information, | shall be only
too glad to try to elucidate.

With the greatest respe<



" OfoA/ungton, £2 ;f, ....arayli , ¢ifa
ORDER NO H‘\g

It haoing been made to appear to tlle postmaster general upon eoidence satisfactorg to him that

r. S. 4 L ThlLinT e M« ottt Yyothyrihodtabs BE 170,
at.......... Y I n< N Chias® o

engaged in conducting a scheme or device for obtaining money through the mails-by
means of false and fraudulent pretenses, representations, and promises, in violation
of the provisions of section 3894, Revised Statutes of the United States, as amended,
and section 5480, Revised Statutes of the United States, as amended. Now, there-
fore, by authority vested in the Postmaster General by sections 3929 and 4041>
Revised Statutes of the United States, and by Act approved September 19, 1890,

| DO FORBID THE PAYMENT by the Postmasterat _ IAHNP.I..ccccoooiiiiiiiiies e,

of any POSTAL MONEY' ORDER drawn to the order of said . .r're's  jajr,
..Nn,Pholi.n * p. i*ui »hn H.rmatic Proth”~rhood,Circli of lii*

and the said Postmaster is hereby directed to inform the remitter of said postal money
order that payment thereof has been forbidden, and that the sum of said money order
will be returned upon presentation of a duplicate money order applied for and ob-

tained under the regulations of the Department.
And upon the same evidence the Postmaster at Gicnr-,, 111inpi®
aforesaid\, is hereby instructed to return all registered letters which shall arrive at his

office directed to thesaid __ p» ,>\J‘e!*?e, le’\i*.P-R e
- — tic evoihwi.o-, =(c o 1.1. to the Postmasters
at the offices at which they were originallj/ inailed with the word “fraudulentfi

plainly written or stamped upon the outside of such letters.
And said Postmaster is hereby instructed, in accordance with section 3 of the Act

of March 2, 1889, aforesaid, to notify said __ .......cccciiiiiiiiiiins e -or-emy-person
repfeseYttiltgdlGa .l , to appear at said post office to be identified ;
and if the said HFri 4 ... - ,e>r~anypvTsonrrepresenting
.» ,shall fail to appear and be identified, all letters, postal cards,
and packages addressed to said...... P.lir/-L*....... ........ ~rpMrATrrrrpreseizenTg~Tttthemf,

shall be forwarded to the DEAD LETTER OFFICE by said Postmaster as fictitious
matter.

Postmaster General.
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To Hon. John L. Thomas,
cttomey-CEneral P. 0. Dep't,

Washington, D. C

In the matter of detention of moneys |

in the hands of the Money Department, N Case No. 1856110.
and the Registry Department. )
In addressing you, sir, | find myself at serious disadvantage

in not knowing specific charges against me, as filed iIn your of-
fice, on which | have been condemned unheard, and already punished
by detention of money en route to me, and a disarrangement of ny
business« In making the statement below T am simply guided by
what little information the Postoffice Inspectors have given me.

| am a regular graduated 'physician of the State University
of To™a, o\ass of 1R65; and previously a student of the Chicago
Medical College. | am sixty-one years of age.

| have resided in Chicago continuously since 1874. As | have
been an invalid since the war, | have been obliged to do a geu‘rai
office practice, and always a large business by mail, with patients

iIn various parts of the country. This is ny first unpleasant ex-

perience with the Department.

17or twenty years, | have been studying "Occultism" and Pashern,
mystic lore, especially in regard to its power to teal and harno-

nize suffering humanity. | have never been in favor of heroic or



drastic medication, as often practiced by ny fellow-laborers in

this humanitarian field. | hailed with delight the advent of Chri>

tian Science and Mental Healing, as a solution of a vexed question

"How all healing is really acco”™/l ished ?"  Perhaps you are aware

thu+' « Church 00 <®Ann <??fso#O00t end ell paid for by +ho offorincra

of mrateful hearts, os a tribute to Mrs. Mary Baker Fddy, founder
of the ormanization of Christian Scientists, has recently been
dedicated in Boston. Tt is the contribution of thousands of healed
people, "of whom the graveyards have been robbed/ to use their own
phraseology. There has not been a particle of medicine used in
their healin#. The power employed by them is the sane T use In

the application of ny little harmonizing disc, which mives my ab-

sent patients somethin# tangible to hold by, while bein# treated.

As a ar physician 1T was al //ays instructed by my professor-;

and hold as an opinion, that an> line of medication, or appliance
that would #ive nmy patients relief, or a system for relieving them-

selves, was lawful for nme to use, from bread-pills, up to the last

operations of Uterotomy.

Tn my idea of fraud on the medical line 1 have supposed that
one of the three following things must exist.

First, That the remedy offered was for an incurable disease,
the person offering it knowin# it to be such. Under this head,

I would class all cures for advanced Pnthi.sis, or for Cancer. But



thft disc is not offered except as a namcnizer of one's cvn n°ntol,

bodily ana spiritual conditions. When the patient becomes harmo-

nious, the boay will be at its best; the brain will be clear; the

mental action quickened, and all business operations more likely

to bo h”c*ceoBfu lJly performed. Thie ie +hn tieaching of +,he Ma«*,orn

of the School of Occultism.

Secor>r/f When there 1 s no rohim for :1 nyr stnt. On this

scor'lT have boon particularly careful. During all the years of

my practice, T have always sent just what T agreed to, and no per-

son can t vthfully say T ever failed to make such rfttim.
Third, That the tiling sent out may be perfectly valueless.

Under this head, | have ampl s imony from my patients who have

used the disc that it is of benefit. When a person sends for three

or forr disefl in succession, it must appear to every one that he

rerards it of benefit. | have mart/ patients who have don« this
after intervals of three months trial each time. Further, !
have never been told by anybody, after using, that the disc had
been of no value.

| was informed through the Inspector that no one who had ever
used the disc had complained. But that the inauiiy was made at
the instance of some one who was afraid T might swindle seme body.

Of this | know nothing, but undoubtedly, your Honor's well known

lenal ability and erudition will allow it fair weirht in your de-



mef

cision,4f this part of the matter.
The wording of the circular may seen somewhat redundant and
Oriental iIn its phraseology* But it is intended for those who are

on the sane lines of thought as myself® and they can understand

just what | desire to say.

Furthermore, as a generator of magnetic current, the disc has
equally as good a standing as the magnetic rings which are adver-
tised and sent through the mails with a promise to cure rheumatism;
or the amber beads which are worn to prevent nuinsy sore throat;
or gold beads relied upon to cure incipient goitre.

This healing device of the disc is a matter belonging to ne
personally, no living person, beside myself, is Iin any way responsi-

ble for 1t, and | was astonished to find the "Hermetic Brotherhood"

&\d Me "Circle of Isis" were made co-respondents in the natter.

During my studies on occult lines, | have drawn about ne many
people seeking instruction on these lines. This has resulted iIn
the formation of the Hermetic Brotherhood, or the Circle of Isis,
and at present | amchief officer of the Brotherhood, whose
societies are formed solely for mental culture and religious
thought. All mail matter coming to them is from those having busi-
ness relations therewith, from menters thereof, or from those In
accord with the objects and purposes of said society. T file here-

with papers further expl aining their"Objects and Aim' and the in-



structlon £iver monthly for their study.
Tf without intent™ as | have tried to explain, | personally
h&ve yet technically”™against the Postal Laws of the country, | am

willing to so modify or discontinue the further adverti sine* of the
discs, tis your interpretation of +»he law nay denand. And T re~

g?iest that the inhibition placed on my registered mail and the

payment of Postal Notes, and on that of the Hermetic Brotherhood
re if
and the Circle of Isis be removed.
YT X

(0!'f / a & fe ™
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CIRCLE OF ISIS, OF CHICAGO,

Headqguarters, G1Q Jackson Boul’'d.

/8p-
riotE_ jchn L. Thomas
| "  Cen, Dept,
Washingtcn, D. G
jcar Sir jLan cccipt of a IciLor from

idrS. Peeke, telim”™ me of the kind hearing you granted her, in regard to
my little medical appliance, the harnonizing Drsc.

The reading of her letter suggests a point or two, on wnicn 1 would
like to say a few words. First, as to tnc apparent cost of tnc Disc. While
the materials seem simple enough, considerable preparation of the material
IS needed, before it is JXJudXi ready for use, thus consuming time abd Ip,bor
in the separate handling of cacn. This constitutes the largest part of the
the cost. You are aware that tnc labor wnicn converts a piece of pig iron
into a steel watch spring, is almost the only element of its cost. If + ££&

were raakiog them by tens of tnousands, i1 might cheapen the cost, but the

work being all done by hand, and by skilled hands at mat, you, knowing the

*ay pro fc53lonal -ills arc made, need not be told, that the price is not
lo

too high for tfce
will tell vycu, that the prices of services or prescriptions, ate based upon
the value to the

There is sti. another poinp. 1 do not treat the users of the Disc, as

buyers of whom 1 ™M anxious to bo rid as soon as a sale is made, but as pa-

tients who have the privilege of consulting me -.n person, or b™ letter, du-
ring the lifetime of the Disc, whether it be one or three months, the latt-
er, being the usual period. | never refuse to answer letters, or give the

best advice in my power. For all this, there is no extra charge. Some of no
warmest friends arc those who commenced their acquaintance by the order of
a Disc.

| feel sure, if you should sit at my desk, and do my work for a w Kk,
you would grant me the point, that 1 fairly earned every c.n: tnat X receiv-
ed from this source.

y*s tc the Psychic conditions, 1 ko.o™ many aiq”s, to no own cxpcixcnc”h,
that X do not expect others, who have never studied the subject, to hardly
believe, and yet they are stern realities to rac.~t the present day, it is
conceded that many of the startling discoveries brought constantly to light
by cur Scientists, on the physical plane,peen incredible to one wno nas not



These arc tangible and demonstrated by personal sense;
perceivable only as

p,nd wnicn never hair-
whose

studied the subject.
how much more thco should we ;rant to the conditions,
St. Paul says: "For now we see through a ¢(lass darkly,”
we must depend upon tnc credibility of witnesses,
other circumstances.

ing investigated,
testimony we would accept under all
Thanking you for all your Kkindness in this matter,

above in your final summing up of the matter
Verts ReamrrtPiT1 vV

1 simply suggest the
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OBJECTS AND AIMS

OF THE

HERHETIC

BROTHERHOOD.

Hermetic Eublisiuno Co,.,

Chicago.



To the Seekers of Wisdom

“Whereas, It is a matter of knowledge, that
the Heal is invisible to personal sense, but can
be readied by our spirit powers and senses, and
Is our birthright to seek, enjoy and possess, in
fulfilment of the promise that man should rule
over his Environments, and

“Whereas, Unity of thought and harmony of
action annihilate Time, bringing the most speedy
results, in the affairs of life, begotten of thought.

“Resolved, That we, uniting with the Brother-
hood of Wisdom, seek assistance of individual-
ized existence on all and every plane, seen and
unseen, Past, Present and Future, to attain that
point, where spirit power may be made available
for our help, strength and comfort, while under-
going the troubles of the incarnated and the
woes of previous character.

“Resolved, That we will search for the powers
of the Ancient peoples, by every means within
our reach, leading toward the Light and away
from the Shadow.”

The above statement of principles, copied from
our organic law, expresses the designs and de-
sires of the Ancient Hermetic Brotherhood,
which dates its original charter of xirivileges to
the gracious will of the first reigning monarch
of Atlantis.

The fact of the world’'s unrest and discord is
daily more and more forcibly impressed upon us
iIn many ways. It seems almost certain we shall
soon be beyond mortal help, to restrain or re-
arrange, our impulse toward dissolution.

We also know, the world must once more be-
come harmonious, or the discordant vibrations
will shake us into chaos. Law and order are
harmony; and it is this harmony we seek. We
must realize, however, that we cannot re-form
the world. But we may each re-form ourselves.
Then the whole world will be renewed and puri-
fied in its totality. The only perfect harmony
Is that of love, the love that is God.

To reach this plane of restful harmony, and
thus attain success along the lines of all activi-
ties, training is absolutely essential. They who
move as one, imitate the One who is Omnipotent.
It is only as we guide and govern ourselves by
the law of the One, that we can hope for increase,
unfolding, or dominance in the affairs of life.

Harmony and Unity are requisites of repose.
Repose developes strength. The natural con-
dition of unfolding is harmonious unity, holding
within itself forceful purpose.

AVe, of the Hermetic Brotherhood, seek for
ourselves and all mankind, these three condi-
tions: harmony, unity and strength, as the result
of guidance, knowledge and wisdom. Our tenet
is the “ Power of the Silence.” We strive to at-
tain our purpose, by the help of both the visible
and invisible, through the wisdom of the present,
and the knowledge of the Past; under the guid-
ance of the Wise of all ages who will grant us
their instruction, and loving care. We aspire to
love one another; to love our neighbor as our-
selves; and to so apply the knowledge of the
Real to the conditions of the unreal, and chang-



ing illusions of life on the Earth, as to make all
human beings better, on all planes, and life it-

self more bearable and enjoyable.
Whoever comes to us for instruction and

guidance will not go hence, empty-handed.

Our doctrines and tenets are partially taught
in six volumes already published, under the
general heading of Hermetic Manuscripts.

For further particulars, address

HERMETIC BROTHERHOOQD,

6110 Jackson Boulevard,

CHICAGO, ILL.
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21,000 OFFICES IN AMERICA. _ CABLE SERVICE TO ALL THE WORLD.

This Company TRANSMITS and DEL IVERS messages only on conditions limiting its liability, which have been assented to by the sender of the following nx

Errors can be gtakbidd againstetil-by-repeating-a-messagelbadk to the-sending statien Bor-ecomparison, and the Cempany-will hot Keld-itself-liable-forerrorsoeor delay!
INntransmission or leliveryof Unrepeated Messages, beyond the amount of tolls paid thereon, nor in any case where the claim is not presented in writing within sixty dayi
after the message is filed with the Company for transmission

Thisisan UNREPEATED MESSAGE, and is delivered by request of the sender, under the conditions named above.

THOS. T. ECKERT, President and General Manager.
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gost (Office ggmrhneut,

THIRD ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL,

Washington

Respectfully”

Third Assistant Postmaster General
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Return in Five Days to

PROF. W. H CHANEY,
W69 WmnmmmnmBiho.

CHICAGO.
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W. P. PHELON, M. |

619 Jackson Boul’d,
CH\CAGO, - - i






C. P. 0. 707 -101-94-501

Esecuttue Siuision
GII

April 9,1895
Hon. John L. Thomas,

Assistant Attorney General P.0.D.,
Washington, D. C.
Sir:-

Order #197, which i1ncludes among others Dr.W.P_.Phelan,
W.P.Phelan, W.P.Phelan,M.D., and the Hermetic Brotherhood, does not iIn-

clude as well the Hermetic Publishing Co.

Some mail matter is arriving to the latter address and i1f delivered

at all would go to W.P.Phelan

Shall the Hermetic Publishing Co. be made a part of the Order, or

shall mail so addressed be delivered to the person claiming 1t?

Very respectfully,

Postmas "ter.



Jorm No. 1.

THE WESTERN L”\"ﬁﬁ%%&&&%%&ECBFLAJDF1‘CID“AFUQPJY:
21.000 OFFICES IN AMERICA.  CABLE SERVICE TO ALL THE WORLD.

This Company TRANSMITS and DELIVERS messages only on conditions limiting its liability, which have been assented to by the sender of the following:

Errors can be 8uarded against only by repeating a message back to the sending station for comparison, and the Company will not hold itself liable for errorsor
in transmission or delivery of Unrepeated Messages, beyond the amount of tolls paid thereon, nor in any case where the claim isnot presented in writu :within si
liter the message is filed with the Company for transmission. -

Thisisan UNKEPEATEI) MESSAGE, and is delivered by request of the sender, under the conditions named above,

THOS. T. ECKERT, President and Genej®*.1 Manager,
NUMBE1 'BY BY ‘ck

at Gor. JacksonSti and Pacific Ave,, Chicago.
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JAM EIS * O. * COOPER

REAL ESTATE BROKER,

TIMBER LANDS
A SPECIALTY
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Riddle ). S. KIDDLE

RIDDLE BROS., Proprietors

LARGEST AND BEST HOTEL NORTH COF SAN HRANCISCO
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