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Introduction 

 Confessions of a Medium (1860-1) is a early — but perhaps not the first — 
example of a particular genre of Spiritualist literature, the mediumistic confession, 
of which genre the most important examples are William Chapman’s Confessions 
of a Medium (1882) (which details his brief and nefarious career as the partner of 
the materializing medium Alfred Firman) and Charles F. Pidgeon’s Revelations of 
a Spirit Medium (1891).1

Predating both of these texts, this Confessions is not a revelation of 
chicanery practiced by the narrating spirit medium; it is the revelation that a 
particular pair of Spiritualists — referred to as Mr. Abijah Stilton and Miss Abby 
Fetters in the text itself — are Free Lovers, Spiritual Affinities. The Fox sisters, 
including Leah as Mrs. Fish, appear in the text under their proper names, as 
does — obliquely, as the author of An Epic of the Starry Heavens (1854) — 
Thomas Lake Harris, but the identities of Mr. Stilton and Miss Fetters are a 
mystery, to me at least, and may or may not have been intended by the author to 
stand in for real people.  Stilton’s only identifying characteristics are that he is 
married, not a medium, and the editor of a small monthly periodical entitled 
‘Revelations from the Interior,’” which may be a reference to the Auburn Apostolic 
Circle’s periodical Disclosures from the Interior and Superior Care for Mortals.  2

Miss Fetters is identified by a minimalistic physical description, a range of 
manifestations, and a relatively large number of spirit controls: Sampson, Peter 
the Great, Gibbs the Pirate, Black Hawk, Joe Manton, and “Cribb, a noted pugilist 
of the last century.” 

The text was written by the poet and journalist Bayard Taylor (1825-1878), 
and is reproduced verbatim in the second series of Taylor’s At Home and Abroad: 
A Sketch-Book of Life, Scenery, and Men (1862).   Taylor presents himself, in At 3

Home and Abroad, as sympathetic to the supernatural, remarking in a chapter 
entitled “My Supernatural Experiences” that: 

 For background on Chapman text, see my notes at: http://ehbritten.blogspot.com/2012/12/ 1

confessions-of-medium-author-outed.html For background on the Pidgeon text, see my notes 
at: http:// ehbritten.blogspot.com/2013/05/some-notes-on-revelations-of-spirit.html. 

 See my notes on this periodical, at: http://ehbritten.hlogspot.com/2014/Q2/notes-on-mountain-2

cove-6-disclosures.html. A portion of the Auburn Apostolic Circle broke away to form, under the 
Rev. J. L. Scott and Thomas Lake Harris, the separatist Spiritualist Mountain Cove Community, 
which itself dissolved after a few brief years in the wake of a spate of accusations that included 
Free Love and financial mismanagement. 

 Bayard Taylor. At Home and Abroad: A Sketch-Book of Life, Scenery and Men. Second Series. 3

(New York: G. P. Putnam, 1862). Confessions occupies pages 433 to 472 in this edition.
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Let sceptical [sic], hard, matter-of-fact men talk as they may, there is a 
lingering belief in the possibility of occasional communication between the 
natural and the supernatural — the visible and invisible world — inherent in 
human nature. There are not many persons whose lives do not contain at 
least some few occurrences, which are incapable of being satisfactorily 
explained by any known laws — remarkable presentiments, coincidences, 
and sometimes apparitions, even, which seem to be beyond the reach of 
accident or chance, and overcome us with a special wonder. The error, 
however, is generally on the side of credulity. Men are reluctant to accept 
any rational interpretation of such things, since the veil which they believe 
to have been agitated, if not lifted, is thereby rendered as still and 
impenetrable as before. The remarkable prevalence of “Spiritualism,” in 
spite of its disgusting puerilities, can only be accounted for in this way.  4

 This view of Spiritualism is consistent with the view expressed in “Confessions,” 
in particular with the narrator’s uncertainty about the validity of his experiences, 
and his dismay at the dismal content of communications received from spirits of 
the famous dead.

Thomas Shorter, the British Spiritualist leader, included this text as the final 
item in his 1867 bibliography of Modern Spiritualism, and believed that the 
confessions in the narrative were “plainly spurious.”  While it is clear that the 5

narrator of the Confessions is not Bayard himself and that the narrative is 
fictionalized, the substance of the confessions are not spurious. The developing 
relationship between Stilton and Fetters reflects, accurately, one that occurred 
frequently, within the movement, between mediums and their promoters or 
managers, at the time the narrative was written. Whether Shorter’s reaction 
stems from his aversion to the story’s equation of Spiritualism with Free Love, or 
from a knowledge of the identities of Mr. Stilton and Miss Fetters, I do not know. 

In any event, the text deserves recovery and circulation as an early 
exemplar of the confessional genre within Spiritualist literature, and may offer an 
enterprising researcher enough internal clues to hazard identification of Mr. 
Stilton and Miss Fetters (whose spirit guides may provide the best clue to her 
identity).  

 Bayard Taylor. At Home and Abroad: A Sketch-Book of Life, Scenery and Men. [First Series]. 4

(New York: G. P. Putnam, 1859), pp. 140-1. 

 See the bibliography at: http://www.ehbritten.org/ts hib.html 5
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Bibliographical Note 

The text first appeared in the Atlantic Monthly for December of 1860, and 
received notice from both the secular  and Spiritualist  press. Henry James 6 7

Tressider, a small London publisher, presumably saw an opportunity to capitalize 
on the rising demand for Spiritualist material in England, in early 1861, and reset 
the article as a pamphlet — no doubt without the knowledge of the editors of the 
Atlantic Monthly — that appeared in the hands of critics, booksellers and readers 
in late March of 1861. 

The two texts exhibit differences, in particular in the handling of the 
author’s footnotes. There is some scant evidence that the text may have 
circulated prior to its publication in the Atlantic Monthly.8

Both versions of the text are provided here, along with some reviews and 
advertisements for the British pamphlet version of the text, in the appendices. 

 The Philadelphia Inquirer for November 24, 1860, remarked (p. 2) that “The Confessions of a 6

Medium’ is better suited for the latitude of Boston that of Philadelphia, as we don’t take much 
interest here in psychological developments,” a remarkable instance of whistling in the dark. Its 
compatriot, the Philadelphia Press, noted the text on the same day (p. 1), and felt ‘“The 
Confessions of a Medium,” full of exaggeration, is the very worst Magazine article of the month, 
and its appearance here [in the Atlantic Monthly] surprises us.” The Springfield Daily 
Republican, on December 1, 1860 (p. 2), told its readers that ‘The Confessions of a Medium will 
be welcomed by many as a clear and candid statement of what is really known of the Spiritualist 
philosophy, wavering and unreliable as it has proved, and involving as it appears to do a 
perilous sacrifice of that power of personal will which is one of God’s most sacred gifts.” 

 The Herald of Progress commented on the text some time prior to the February 2, 1861 issue, 7

in which a reader from Louisiana’s letter notes that “We like your reflections on ‘Confessions of 
a Medium’” (p. 1). The Banner of Light silently replays, in its January 26, 1861 issue (p. 5) a 
notice from an otherwise unidentified periodical called the Clarion, which pans the text as “one 
of the silliest and most slanderous stories ever published against Spiritualism.” 

 See, for example, the advertisements for an uncharacterized text entitled Confessions of a 8

Medium in the (Baltimore) Sun for May 10 (p. 1) and May 11 (p. 1), 1860. These advertisements 
are pointing in the direction of an article in the Baltimore Dispatch for May 12, 1860, entitled 
“Confessions of a Medium,” which I have been unable to locate. 
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THE CONFESSIONS OF A  MEDIUM.

I t is not yet a year since I  ceased to 
act as a Spiritual Medium. ( I am forced 
to make use of this title as the most intel­
ligible, but I do it with a strong mental 
protest.) At first, I  desired only to with­
draw myself quietly from the peculiar as­
sociations into which I had been thrown 
by the exercise of my faculty, and be 
content with the simple fact of my escape. 
A man who joins the Dashaways does not 
care to have the circumstance announced 
in the newspapers. “ So, he was an habit­
ual drunkard,” the public would say. I 
was overcome by a similar reluctance,—  
nay, I might honestly call it shame,— 
since, although I had at intervals officiat­
ed as a Medium for a period of seven 
years, my name had been mentioned, in­
cidentally, only once or twice in the pa­
pers devoted especially to Spiritualism. 
I had no such reputation as that of Hume 
or Andrew Jackson Davis, which would 
call for a public statement of my recanta­
tion. The result would be, therefore, to 
give prominence to a weakness, which, 
however manfully overcome, might be re­
membered to my future prejudice.

I find, however, that the resolution to 
be silent leaves me restless and unsatis­
fied. And in reflecting calmly — object­
ively, for the first time — upon the expe­
rience of those seven years, I recognize 
so many points wherein my case is un­
doubtedly analogous to that of hundreds 
of others who may be still entangled in the 
same labyrinth whence 1 have but recent­
ly escaped, so clear a solution of much 
that is enigmatical, even to those who re- 
iect Spiritualism, that the impulse to write 
weighs upon me with the pressure of a 
neglected duty. I  cannot longer be si­
lent, and, in the conviction that the truth 
of my statement will be evident enough 
to those most concerned in hearing it, 
without the authority of any name, (least 
of all, of one so little known as mine,) I 
now give my confession to the world. 
The names of the individuals whom I

shall have occasion to introduce are, of 
course, disguised; but, with this excep­
tion, the narrative is the plainest possible 
record of my own experience. Many of 
the incidents which I shall be obliged to 
describe are known only to the actors 
therein, who, I feel assured, will never 
foolishly betray themselves. I have there­
fore no fear that any harm can result 
from my disclosures.

In order to make my views intelligible 
to those readers who have paid no atten­
tion to psychological subjects, t must com­
mence a little in advance of my story. 
My own individual nature is one of 
those apparently inconsistent combina­
tions which are frequently found in the 
children of parents whose temperaments 
and mental personalities widely differ. 
This class of natures is much larger than 
would be supposed. Inheriting opposite, 
even conflicting, traits from father and 
mother, they assume, as either element 
predominates, diverse characters; and 
that which is the result of temperament 
(in fact, congenital inconsistency) is set 
down by the unthinking world as moral 
weakness or duplicity. Those who have 
sufficient skill to perceive and reconcile 
— or, at least, govern — the opposing 
elements are few, indeed. Had the pow­
er come to me sooner, I should have been 
spared the necessity of making these con­
fessions.

From one parent I inherited an extra­
ordinarily active and sensitive imagina­
tion,— from the other, a sturdy practical 
sense, a disposition to weigh and balance 
with calm fairness the puzzling questions 
which life offers to every man. These 
conflicting qualities — as is usual in all 
similar natures — were not developed in 
equal order of growth. The former gov­
erned my childhood, my youth, and en­
veloped me with spells, which all the 
force of the latter and more slowly ripen­
ed faculty was barely sufficient to break. 
Luxuriant weeds and brambles covered



the soil which should have been ploughed 
and made to produce honest grain. Un­
fortunately, 1 had no teacher who was 
competent to understand and direct me. 
The task was left for myself, and I can 
only wonder, after all that has occurred, 
how it has been possible for me to suc­
ceed. Certainly, this success has not 
been due to any vigorous exercise of vir­
tue on my part, but solely to the exist­
ence of that cool, reflective reason which 
lay perdue beneath all the extravagances 
of my mind.

I possessed, even as a child, an unusu­
al share of what phrenologists call Con- 
centrativeness. The power of absorption, 
of self-forgetfulness, was at the same time 
a source of delight and a torment. Lost 
in some wild dream or absurd childish 
speculation, my insensibility to outward 
things was chastised as carelessness or a 
hardened indifference to counsel. With 
a memory almost marvellous to retain 
those things which appealed to my imag­
ination, I blundered painfully over the 
commonest tasks. While I frequently 
repeated the Sunday hymn, at dinner, I 
was too often unable to give the least re­
port of the sermon. Withdrawn into my 
corner of the pew, I gave myself up, af­
ter the enunciation of the text, to a com­
plete abstraction, which took no note of 
time or place. Fixing my eyes upon a 
knot in one of the panels under the pul­
pit, I sat moveless during the hour and a 
half which our worthy old clergyman re­
quired for the expounding of the seven 
parts of his discourse. They could never 
accuse me of sleeping, however; for I 
rarely even winked. The closing hymn 
recalled me to myself, always with a shock, 
or sense of pain, and sometimes even with 
a temporary nausea.

This habit of abstraction — properly a 
complete passivity of the mind — after a 
while developed another habit, in which 
I now see the root of that peculiar con­
dition which made me a Medium. I shall 
therefore endeavor to describe it. I was 
sitting, one Sunday, just as the minister 
was commencing his sermon, with my eyes 
carelessly following the fingers of my right
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hand, as I drummed them slowly across my 
knee. Suddenly, the wonder came into 
my mind,— How is it my fingers move? 
What set them going ? What is it that 
stops them ? The mystery of that com­
munication between will and muscle, 
which no physiologist has ever fathomed, 
burst upon my young intellect. I had 
been conscious of no intention of thus 
drumming my fingers; they were in mo­
tion when I first noticed them: they were 
certainly a part of myself, yet they acted 
without my knowledge or design! My 
left hand was quiet; why did its fingers 
not move also? Following these reflec­
tions came a dreadful fear, as I remem­
bered Jane, the blacksmith’s daughter, 
whose elbows and shoulders sometimes 
jerked in such a way as to make all the 
other scholars laugh, although we were 
sorry for the poor girl, who cried bitterly 
over her unfortunate, ungovernable limbs. 
I was comforted, however, on finding that 
I could control the motion of my fin­
gers at pleasure; but my imagination was 
too active to stop there. What if I 
should forget how to direct my hands? 
What if they should refuse to obey me ? 
What if my knees, which were just as 
still as the hymn-books in the rack be­
fore me, should cease to bend, and I 
should sit there forever? These very 
questions seemed to produce a temporary 
paralysis of the will. As my right hand 
lay quietly on my knee, and I asked my­
self, with a stupid wonder, “ Now, can I 
move it ? ” it lay as still as before. I had 
only questioned, not willed. “ No I can­
not move it,” I said, in real doubt. I was 
conscious of a blind sense of exertion, 
wherein there was yet no proper exer­
tion, but which seemed to exhaust me. 
Fascinated by this new mystery, I con­
templated my hand as something apart 
from myself,— something subordinate to, 
but not identical with, me. The rising 
of the congregation for the hymn broke 
the spell, like the snapping of a thread.

The reader will readily understand that 
I carried these experiences much farther. 
I gradually learned to suspend (perhaps 
in imagination only, but therefore none

The Confessions of a Medium.



701The Confessions o f  a Medium.

the less really) the action of my will up­
on the muscles of my arms and legs; and 
I did it with the greater impunity, from 
knowing that the stir consequent upon 
the conclusion of the services would bring 
me to myself. In proportion as the will 
became passive, the activity of my imag­
ination was increased, and I experienced 
a new and strange delight in watching 
the play of fantasies which appeared to 
come and go independently of myself. 
There was still a dim consciousness of 
outward things mingled with my condi­
tion ; 1 was not beyond the recall of my 
senses. But one day, I remember, as I 
sat motionless as a statue, having ceas­
ed any longer to attempt to control my 
dead limbs, more than usually passive, a 
white, shining mist gradually stole around 
m e; my eyes finally ceased to take cog­
nizance of objects; a low, musical hum­
ming sounded in my ears, and those crea­
tures of the imagination which had hith­
erto crossed my brain as thoughts now 
spoke to me as audible voices. If there 
is any happy delirium in the first stages 
of intoxication, (of which, thank Heaven, 
I have no experience,) it must be a sen­
sation very much like that which I felt. 
The death of external and the birth of 
internal consciousness overwhelmed my 
childish soul with a dumb, ignorant ec­
stasy, like that which savages feel on first 
hearing the magic of music.

How long I remained thus I know not. 
I was aroused by feeling myself violently 
shaken. “ John 1” exclaimed my mother, 
who had grasped my arm with a deter­
mined hand, — “ bless the boy ! what ails 
him? Why, his face is as white as a 
sheet 1 ” Slowly I recovered my con­
sciousness, saw the church and the de­
parting congregation, and mechanically 
followed my parents. I could give no 
explanation of what had happened, ex­
cept to say that I had fallen asleep. As 
I ate my dinner with a good appetite, my 
mother’s fears were quieted. I was left 
at home the following Sunday, and after- 
wards only ventured to indulge sparing­
ly in the exercise of my newly discovered 
faculty. My mother, I was conscious,

I860.]
took more note of my presence than for­
merly, and I feared a repetition of the 
same catastrophe. As I grew older and 
my mind became interested in a wider 
range of themes, I finally lost the habit, 
which I classed among the many follies 
of childhood.

I retained, nevertheless, and still re­
tain, something of that subtile instinct 
which mocks and yet surpasses reason. 
My feelings with regard to the persons 
whom I met were quite independent of 
their behavior towards me, or the estima­
tion in which they were held by the world. 
Things which puzzled my brain in wak­
ing hours were made clear to me in sleep, 
and I frequently felt myself blindly im­
pelled to do or to avoid doing certain 
things. The members of my family, who 
found it impossible to understand my mo­
tives of action,— because, in fact, there 
were no motives, — complacently solved 
the difficulty by calling me “ queer.” I  
presume there are few persons who are 
not occasionally visited by the instinct, 
or impulse, or faculty', or whatever it may 
be called, to which I refer. I possessed 
it in a more than ordinary degree, and 
was generally able to distinguish between 
its suggestions and the mere humors of 
my imagination. It is scarcely necessary 
to say that I assume the existence of such 
a power, at the outset. I recognize it as 
a normal faculty of the human mind,— 
not therefore universal, any more than 
the genius which makes a poet, a painter, 
or a composer.

My education was neither general nor 
thorough; hence I groped darkly' with 
the psychological questions which were 
presented to me. Tormented by those 
doubts which at some period of life assail 
the soul of every thinking man, I was 
ready to grasp at any solution which of­
fered, without very carefully testing its 
character. I eagerly accepted the theo­
ry of Animal Magnetism, which, so far as 
it went, was satisfactory; but it only il­
lustrated the powers and relations of the 
soul in its present state of existence; it 
threw no light upon that future which I 
was not willing to take upon faith alono.



The Confessions o f  a Medium. [December,702

Though sensible to mesmeric influences, 
I was not willing that my spiritual na­
ture should be the instrument of another’s 
will, — that a human being, like myself, 
should become possessed of all my secrets 
and sanctities, touching the keys of every 
passion with his unhallowed fingers. In 
the phenomena of clairvoyance I saw only 
other and more subtile manifestations of 
the power which I knew to exist in my 
own mind. Hence, I soon grew weary of 
prosecuting inquiries which, at best, would 
fall short of solving my own great and 
painful doubt, — Docs the human soul con­
tinue to exist after death ? That it could 
take cognizance of things beyond the 
reach of the five senses, I was already 
assured. This, however, might be a sixth 
sense, no less material and perishable 
in its character than the others. My 
brain, as yet, was too young and imma­
ture to follow the thread of that lofty 
spiritual logic in the light of which such 
doubts melt away like mists of the night. 
Thus, uneasy because undeveloped, er­
ring because I bad never known the ne­
cessary guidance, seeking, but almost de­
spairing of enlightenment, I was a fit sub­
ject for any spiritual epidemic which 
seemed to offer me a cure for worse 
maladies.

At this juncture occurred the phenom­
ena known as the “ Rochester Knock- 
ings.” (M y home, let me say, is in a 
small town not far from New York.) I 
shared in the general interest aroused by 
the marvellous stories, which, being fol­
lowed by the no less extraordinary dis­
play of some unknown agency at Nor­
walk, Connecticut, excited me to such a 
degree that I was half-converted to the 
new faith before I had witnessed any 
spiritual manifestation. Soon after the 
arrival of the Misses Fox in New York 
I visited them in their rooms at the How­
ard House. Impressed by their quiet, 
natural demeanor, the absence of any­
thing savoring of jugglery, and the pecu­
liar character of the raps and movements 
of the table, I asked my questions and 
applied my tests, in a passive, if not a 
believing frame of mind. In fact, I had

not long been seated, before the noises 
became loud and frequent.

“ The spirits like to communicate with 
you,” said Mrs. Fish: “ you seem to be 
nearer to them than most people.”

I summoned, in succession, the spirits 
of my mother, a younger brother, and a 
cousin to whom I had been much attached 
in boyhood, and obtained correct answers 
to all my questions. I did not then re­
mark, what has since occurred to me, that 
these questions concerned things which I 
knew, and that the answers to them were 
distinctly impressed on my mind at the 
time. The result of one of my tests made 
a very deep impression upon me. Hav­
ing mentally selected a friend whom I 
had met in the train that morning, I ask­
ed,—“ Will the spirit whose name is now 
in my mind communicate with me ? ” To 
this came the answer, slowly rapped out, 
on calling over the alphabet, — “ He is 
living ! ”

I returned home, very much puzzled. 
Precisely those features of the exhibition 
(let me call it such) which repulse oth­
ers attracted me. The searching day­
light, the plain, matter-of-fact character 
of the manifestations, the absence of all 
solemnity and mystery, impressed me fa­
vorably towards the spiritual theory. If 
disembodied souls, I said, really exist 
and can communicate with those in the 
flesh, why should they choose moonlight 
or darkness, graveyards or lonely bed­
chambers, for their visitations ? What is 
to hinder them from speaking at times 
and in places where the senses of men 
are fully awake and alert, rather than 
when they are liable to be the dupes of 
the imagination? In such reflections as 
these I was the unconscious dupe of my 
own imagination, while supposing myself 
thoroughly impartial and critical.

Soon after this, circles began to be form­
ed in my native town, for the purpose of 
table-moving. A number of persons met, 
secretly at first, — for as yet there were 
no avowed converts, — and quite as much 
for sport as for serious investigation. The 
first evening there was no satisfactory 
manifestation. The table moved a little.
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it is true, but each one laughingly accus­
ed his neighbors of employing some mus­
cular force: all isolated attempts were 
vain. I was conscious, nevertheless, of 
a curious sensation of numbness in the 
arms, which recalled to mind my forgot­
ten experiments in church. No rappings 
were heard, and some of the participants 
did not scruple to pronounce the whole 
thing a delusion.

A few evenings after this we met again. 
Those who were most incredulous hap­
pened to be absent, while, accidentally, 
their places were filled by persons whose 
temperaments disposed them to a passive 
seriousness. Among these was a girl of 
sixteen, Miss Abby Fetters, a pale, deli­
cate creature, with blond hair and light- 
blue eyes. Chance placed her next to 
me, in forming the ring, and her right 
hand lay lightly upon my left. We stood 
around a heavy circular dining-table. A  
complete silence was preserved, and all 
minds gradually sank into a quiet, passive 
expectancy. In about ten minutes I be­
gan to feel, or to imagine that I felt, a 
stream of light,-— if light were a palpa­
ble substance, — a something far finer and 
more subtile than an electric current, 
passing from the hand of Miss Fetters 
through my own into the table. Presently 
the great wooden mass began to move,— 
stopped, — moved again,— turned in a 
circle, we following, without changing 
the position of our hands,—-and finally 
began to rock from side to side, with in­
creasing violence. Some of the circle 
were thrown off by the movements; oth­
ers withdrew their hands in affright; and 
but four, among whom were Miss Fetters 
and myself, retained their hold. My out­
ward consciousness appeared to be some­
what benumbed, as if by some present 
fascination or approaching trance, but I 
retained curiosity enough to look at my 
companion. Her eyes, sparkling with a 
strange, steady light, were fixed upon the 
table; her breath came quick and short, 
and her cheek had lost every trace of 
color. Suddenly, as if by a spasmodic 
effort, she removed her hands; 1 did the 
same, and the table stopped. She threw

herself into a seat, as if exhausted, yet, 
during the whole time, not a muscle of 
the hand which lay upon mine had stir­
red. I solemnly declare that my own 
hands had been equally passive, yet I 
experienced the same feeling of fatigue, 
— not muscular fatigue, but a sense of 
deadness, as if every drop of nervous 
energy had been suddenly taken from 
me.

Further experiments, the same even­
ing, showed that we two, either together 
or alone, were able to produce the same 
phenomena without the assistance of the 
others present. W e did not succeed, 
however, in obtaining any answers to our 
questions, nor were any of us impress­
ed by the idea that the spirits of the dead 
were among U3. In fact, these table- 
movings would not, of themselves, sug­
gest the idea of a spiritual manifestation. 
“ The table is bewitched,” said Thomp- 
son, a hard-headed young fellow', without 
a particle of imagination; and this was 
really the first impression of all: some 
unknown force, latent in the dead mat­
ter, had been called into action. Still, 
this conclusion was so strange, so incred­
ible, that the agency of supernatural in­
telligences finally presented itself to my 
mind as the readiest solution.

It was not long before we obtained rap­
pings, and were enabled to repeat all the 
experiments which I had tried during 
my visit to the Fox family. The spirits 
of our deceased relatives and friends an­
nounced themselves, and generally gave 
a correct account of their earthly lives. 
I must confess, however, that, whenever 
we attempted to pry into the future, we 
usually received answers as ambiguous 
as those of the Grecian oracles, or pre­
dictions which failed to be realized. Vi­
olent knocks or other unruly demonstra­
tions would sometimes interrupt an intel­
ligent communication which promised us 
some light on the other life: these, we 
were told, were occasioned by evil or 
mischievous spirits, whose delight it was 
to create disturbances. They never oc­
curred, I now remember, except when 
Miss Fetters was present. At the time,
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we were too much absorbed in our re­
searches to notice the fact.

The reader will perceive, from what 
he knows of my previous mental state, 
that it was not difficult for mo to accept 
the theories of the Spiritualists. Here 
was an evidence of the immortality of 
the soul, — nay, more, of its continued in­
dividuality through endless future exist­
ences. The idea of my individuality be­
ing lost had been to me the same thing 
as complete annihilation. The spirits 
themselves informed us that they had 
come to teach these truths. The sim­
ple, ignorant faith of the Past, they said, 
was worn out; with the development of 
science, the mind of man had become 
skeptical; the ancient fountains no lon­
ger sufficed for his thirst; each new era 
required a new revelation; in all former 
ages there had been single minds pure 
enough and advanced enough to commu­
nicate with the dead and be the mediums 
of their messages to men, but now the 
time had come when the knowledge of 
this intercourse must be declared unto 
all; in its light the mysteries of the Past 
became clear; in the wisdom thus im­
parted, that happy Future which seems 
possible to every ardent and generous 
heart would be secured. I was not 
troubled by the fact that the messages 
which proclaimed these things were often 
incorrectly spelt, that the grammar was 
bad and the language far from elegant. 
I did not reflect that these new and sub­
lime truths had formerly passed through 
my own brain as the dreams of a wan­
dering imagination. Like that AmericanO &
philosopher who looks upon one of his 
own neophytes as a man of great and 
profound mind because the latter care­
fully remembers and repeats to him his 
own carelessly uttered wisdom, I saw in 
these misty and disjointed reflections of 
my own thoughts the precious revelation 
of departed and purified spirits.

How a passion for the unknown and 
unattainable takes hold of men is illus­
trated by the search for the universal 
solvent, by the mysteries of the Rosicru- 
cians, by the patronage of fortune-tellers,
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even. Wholly absorbed in spiritual re­
searches,— having, in fact, no vital inter­
est in anything else, — I soon developed 
into what is called a Medium. I discov­
ered, at the outset, that the peculiar con­
dition to be attained before the tables 
would begin to move could be produced 
at will.* 1 also found that the passive 
state into which I naturally fell had a 
tendency to produce that trance or sus­
pension of the will which I had discover­
ed when a boy. External consciousness, 
however, did not wholly depart. I saw 
the circle of inquirers around me, but 
dimly, and as phantoms, — while the im­
pressions which passed over my brain 
seemed to wear visible forms and to speak 
with audible voices.

I did not doubt, at the time, that spirits 
visited me, and that they made use of 
my body to communicate with those who 
could hear them in no other way. Be­
side the pleasant intoxication of the semi­
trance, I felt a rare joy in the knowledge 
that I was elected above other men to 
be their interpreter. Let me endeavor 
to describe the nature of this possession. 
Sometimes, even before a spirit would be 
called for, the figure of the person, as it 
existed in the mind of the inquirer, would 
suddenly present itself to me,— not to my 
outward senses, but to my interior, in­
stinctive knowledge. If the recollection 
of the other embraced also the voice, I 
heard the voice in the same manner, and 
unconsciously imitated it. The answers 
to the questions I knew by the same in­
stinct, as soon as the questions were spok-

* In attempting to describe my own sensa­
tions, I labor under the disadvantage of speak­
ing mostly to those who have never experi­
enced anything of the kind. Hence, what 
would be perfectly clear to myself, and to 
those who have passed through a similar ex­
perience, may be unintelligible to the former 
class. The Spiritualists excuse the crudities 
which their Plato, St. Paul, and Shakspeare 
utter, by ascribing them to the imperfection 
of human language; and I may claim the 
same allowance in setting forth mental con­
ditions of which the mind itself can grasp no 
complete idea, seeing that its most important 
faculties are paralyzed during the existence 
of those conditions.

The Confessions of a Medium.



705The Confessions of a Medium.

en. If the question was vague, asked 
for information rather than confirmation, 
either no answer came, or there was an 
impression of a wish of what the answer 
might be, or, at times, some strange in­
voluntary sentence sprang to my lips. 
When I wrote, my hand appeared to 
move of itself; yet the words it wrote in­
variably passed through my mind. Even 
when blindfolded, there was no difference 
in its performance. The same powers 
developed themselves in a still greater 
degree in Miss Fetters. The spirits which 
spoke most readily through her were those 
of men, even coarse and rude characters, 
which came unsummoned. Two or three 
of the other members of our circle were 
able to produce motions in the table ; they 
could even feel, as they asserted, the touch 
of spiritual hands; but, however much 
they desired it, they were never person­
ally possessed as we, and therefore could 
not properly be called Mediums.

These investigations were not regular­
ly carried on. Occasionally the interest 
of the circle flagged, until it was renewed 
by the visit of some apostle of the new 
faith, usually accompanied by a “ Preach­
ing Medium.” Among those whose pres­
ence especially conduced to keep alive 
the flame of spiritual inquiry was a gen­
tleman named Stilton, the editor of a 
small monthly periodical entitled “ Rev­
elations from the Interior.” Without be­
ing himself a Medium, he was neverthe­
less thoroughly conversant with the va­
rious phenomena of Spiritualism, and 
both spoke and wrote in the dialect which 
its followers adopted. He was a man 
of varied, but not profound learning, an 
active intellect, giving and receiving im­
pressions with equal facility, and with an 
unusual combination of concentrativeness 
and versatility in his nature. A certain 
inspiration was connected with his pres­
ence. His personality overflowed upon 
and influenced others. “ My mind is not 
sufficiently submissive,” he would say, “ to 
receive impressions from the spirits, hut 
my atmosphere attracts them and encour­
ages them to speak.” He was a stout, 
strongly built man, with coarse black hair,

V O L. vi. 45
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gray eyes, large animal mouth, square 
jaws, and short, thick neck. Had his hair 
been cropped close, he would have look­
ed very much like a prize-fighter: but 
he wore it long, parted in the middle, 
and as meek in expression as its stiff 
waves would allow.

Stilton soon became the controlling 
spirit of our circle. His presence really 
seemed, as he said, to encourage the spir­
its. Never before had the manifestations 
been so abundant or so surprising. Miss 
Fetters, especially, astonished us by the 
vigor of her possessions. Not only Sam­
son and Peter the Great, but Gibbs the 
Pirate, Black Hawk, and Joe Manton, 
who had died the previous year in a fit 
of delirium-tremens, prophesied, strode, 
swore, and smashed things in turn, by 
means of her frail little body. As Cribb, 
a noted pugilist of the last century, she 
floored an incautious spectator, giving 
him a black eye which he wore for a fort­
night afterwards. Singularly enough, my 
visitors were of the opposite cast. Hy­
patia, Petrarch, Mary Magdalen, Abe­
lard, and, oftenest of all, Shelley, pro­
claimed mystic truths from mj- lips. They 
usually spoke in inspired monologues, 
without announcing themselves before­
hand, and often without giving any clue 
to their personality. A practised ste­
nographer, engaged by Mr. Stilton, took 
down many of these communications as 
they were spoken, and they were after­
wards published in the “ Revelations.” 
It was also remarked, that, while Miss 
Fetters employed violent gestures and 
seemed to possess a superhuman strength, 
I, on the contrary, sat motionless, pale, 
and with little sign of life except in my 
voice, which, though low, was clear and 
dramatic in its modulations. Stilton ex­
plained this difference without hesitation. 
“ Miss Abby,” he said, “ possesses soul- 
matter of a texture to which the souls of 
these strong men naturally adhere. In 
the spirit-land the superfluities repel each 
other; the individual souls seek to rem­
edy their imperfections : in the union of 
opposites only is to be found the great 
barmonia of life. You, John, move up-



on another plane; through what in you 
is undeveloped, these developed spirits 
are attracted.”

For two or three years, I  must admit, 
my life was a very happy one. Not only 
were those occasional trances an intox­
ication, nay, a coveted indulgence, but 
they cast a consecration over my life. My 
restored faith rested on the sure evidence 
of my own experience; my new creed 
contained no harsh or repulsive feature;
I heard the same noble sentiments which 
I uttered in such moments repeated by 
my associates in the faith, and I devoutly 
believed that a complete regeneration of 
the human race was at hand. Neverthe­
less, it struck me sometimes as singular 
that many of the Mediums whom I met 
— men and women chosen by spiritual 
hands to the same high office — excited 
in my mind that instinct of repulsion on 
which I had learned to rely as a suf­
ficient reason for avoiding certain per­
sons. Far as it would have been from 
my mind, at that time, to question the 
manifestations which accompanied them,
I could not smother my mistrust of their 
characters. Miss Fetters, whom I so 
frequently met, was one of the most 
disagreeable. Her cold, thin lips, pale 
eyes, and lean figure gave me a singular 
impression of voracious hunger. Her 
presence was often announced to me by 
a chill shudder, before I saw her. Cen­
turies ago one of her ancestors must have 
been a ghoul or vampire. The trance 
of possession seemed, with her, to be a 
form of dissipation, in which she indul­
ged as she might have catered for a baser 
appetite. The new religion was nothing 
to her; I believe she valued it only on 
account of the importance she obtained 
among its followers. Her father, a vain, 
weak-minded man, who kept a grocery 
in tho town, was himself a convert.

Stilton had an answer for every doubt. 
No matter how tangled a labyrinth might 
be exhibited to him, he walked straight 
through it.

“ How is it,” I asked him, “ that so 
many of my fellow-mediums inspire me 
with an instinctive dislike and mistrust ? ”
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“ By mistrust you mean dislike,” he 
answered ; “ since you know of no reason 
to doubt their characters. The elements 
of soul-matter are differently combined 
in different individuals, and tiiere are 
affinities and repulsions, just as there are 
in the chemical elements. Your feeling is 
chemical, not moral. A  want of affinity 
does not necessarily imply an existing 
evil in the other party. In the present 
ignorance of the world, our true affinities 
can only be imperfectly felt and indulged; 
and the entire freedom which we shall ob­
tain in this respect is the greatest happi­
ness of the spirit-life.” ’

Another time I asked,—
“ How is it that the spirits of great au­

thors speak so tamely to us ? Shakspeare, 
last night, wrote a passage which he would 
have been heartily ashamed of, as a liv­
ing man. We know that a spirit spoke, 
calling himself Shakspeare ; but, judging 
from his communication, it could not have 
been he.”

“ It probably was not,” said Mr. Stil­
ton. “ I am convinced that all malicious 
spirits are at work to interrupt the com­
munications from the higher spheres. 
We were thus deceived by one profess­
ing to be Benjamin Franklin, who drew 
for us the plan of a machine for splitting 
shingles, which we had fabricated and 
patented at considerable expense. On 
trial, however, it proved to be a misera­
ble failure, a complete mockery. When 
the spirit was again summoned, he re­
fused to speak, but shook the table to ex­
press his malicious laughter, went off, and 
has never since returned. My friend, 
we know but the alphabet of Spiritual­
ism, the mere A B C ;  we can no more 
expect to master the immortal language 
in a day than a child to read Plato after 
learning his letters.”

Many of those who had been interest­
ed in the usual phenomena gradually 
dropped off, tired, and perhaps a little 
ashamed, in the reaction following their 
excitement; but there were continual 
accessions to our ranks, and we formed, 
at last, a distinct clan or community. 
Indeed, the number of secret believers
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in Spiritualism would never bo. suspected 
by the uninitiated. In the sect, however, 
as in Masonry and the Catholic Church, 
there are circles within circles,-—concen­
tric rings, whence you can look outwards, 
but not inwards, and where he alone who 
stands at the centre is able to perceive 
everything. Such an inner circle was at 
last formed in our town. Its object, ac­
cording to Stilton, with whom the plan 
originated, was to obtain a purer spiritu­
al atmosphere, by the exclusion of all 
but Mediums and those non-mediumistic 
believers in whose presence the spirits 
felt at ease, and thus invite communica­
tions from the farther and purer spheres.

In fact, the result seemed to justify the 
plan. The character of the trance, as I 
had frequently observed, is vitiated by 
the consciousness that disbelievers are 
present. The more perfect the atmos­
phere of credulity, the more satisfactory 
the manifestations. The expectant com­
pany, the dim light, the conviction that a 
wonderful revelation was about to dawn 
upon us, excited my imagination, and my 
trance was really a sort of delirium, in 
which I spoke with a passion and an elo­
quence I had never before exhibited. 
The fear, which had previously haunted 
me, at times, of giving my brain and 
tongue into the control of an unknown 
power, was forgotten; yet, more than 
ever, I was conscious of some strong con­
trolling influence, and experienced a 
reckless pleasure in permitting myself to 
be governed by it. “ Prepare,” I con­
cluded, ( I  quote from the report in the 
“ Revelations,”) “ prepare, sons of men, 
for the dawning day! Prepare for the 
second and perfect regeneration of man 1 
For the prison-chambers have been brok­
en into, and the light from the interior 
shall illuminate the external 1 Te shall 
enjoy spiritual and passional freedom; 
your guides shall no longer be the des­
potism of ignorant laws, nor the whip of 
an imaginary conscience,—but the natu­
ral impulses of your nature, which are the 
melody of Life, and the natural affinities, 
which are its harmony 1 The reflections 
from the upper spheres shall irradiate the
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lower, and Death is the triumphal arch 
through which we pass from glory to glo­
ry !”

------ 1 have here paused, deliberating
whether I should proceed farther in my 
narrative. But n o ; if any good is to 
be accomplished by these confessions, the 
reader must walk with me through the 
dark labyrinth which follows. He must 
walk over what may be considered deli­
cate ground, but he shall not be harmed. 
One feature of the trance condition is too 
remarkable, too important in its conse­
quences, to be overlooked. It is a feature 
of which many Mediums are undoubtedly 
ignorant, the existence of which is not 
even suspected by thousands of honest 
Spiritualists.

Let me again anticipate the regular 
course of my narrative, and explain. A  
suspension of the Will, when indulged in 
for any length of time, produces a sus­
pension of that inward consciousness of 
good and evil which we call Conscience, 
and which can be actively exercised only 
through the medium of the Will. The 
mental faculties and the moral percep­
tions lie down together in the same pas­
sive sleep. The subject is, therefore, 
equally liable to receive impressions from 
the minds of others, and from their pas­
sions and lusts. Besides this, the germs 
of all good and of all evil are implanted 
in the nature of every human being; and 
even when some appetite is buried in a 
crypt so deep that its existence is for­
gotten, let the warder be removed, and 
it will gradually work its way to the 
light. Persons in the receptive condition 
which belongs to the trance may be sur­
rounded by honest and pure-minded indi­
viduals, and receive no harmful impres­
sions ; they may even, if of a healthy 
spiritual temperament, resist for a time 
the aggressions of evil influences; but 
the final danger is always the same. The 
state of the Medium, therefore, may be 
described as one in which the Will is 
passive, the Conscience passive, the out­
ward senses partially (sometimes wholly) 
suspended, the mind helplessly subject to 
the operations of other minds, and the
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passions and desires released from all re­
straining influences.* I make the state­
ment boldly, after long and careful re­
flection, and severe self-examination.

As I said before, I did not entirely lose 
my external consciousness, although it 
was very dim and dream-like. On re­
turning to the natural state, my recollec­
tion of what had occurred during the 
trance became equally dim; but I retain­
ed a general impression of the character 
of the possession. I knew that some for­
eign influence— the spirit of a dead po­
et, or hero, or saint, I then believed —  
governed me for the time; that I gave 
utterance to thoughts unfamiliar to my 
mind in its conscious state; and that my 
own individuality was lost, or so disguis­
ed that I could no longer recognize it. 
This very circumstance made the trance 
an indulgence, a spiritual intoxication, no 
less fascinating than that of the body, al­
though accompanied by a similar reac­
tion. Yet, behind all, dimly evident to 
me, there was an element of terror. There 
were times when, back of the influences 
which spoke with my voice, rose another, 
— a vast, overwhelming, threatening pow­
er, the nature of which I could not grasp, 
but which I knew was evil. Even when 
in my natural state, listening to the harsh 
utterances of Miss Fetters or the lofty 
Spiritual philosophy of Mr. Stilton, I have 
felt, for a single second, the touch of an 
icy wind, accompanied by a sensation of 
unutterable dread.

Our secret circle had not held many 
sessions before a remarkable change took 
place in the character of the revelations. 
Mr. Stilton ceased to report them for his 
paper.

“ We are on the threshold, at last,” 
said he ; “ the secrets of the ages lie be­
yond. The hands of spirits are now lift­
ing the veil, fold by fold. Let us not be

*  The recent experiments in Hypnotism, in 
France, show that a very similar psychologi­
cal condition accompanies the trance pro­
duced by gazing fixedly upon a bright object 
held near the eyes. 1 have no doubt, in fact, 
that it belongs to every abnormal state of the 
mind.

startled by what we near: let us show 
that our eyes can bear the light,.— that we 
are competent to receive the wisdom of 
the higher spheres, and live according to 
it.”

Miss Fetters was more than ever pos­
sessed by the spirit of JoeManton, whose 
allowance of grog having been cut off too 
suddenly by his death, he was continual­
ly clamoring for a dram.

“ 1 tell you,” yelled he, or rather she, 
“ I won’t stand sich meanness. I ha’n’t 
come all the way here for nothin’. I’ll 
knock Erasmus all to thunder, if you go 
for to turn me out dry, and let him come 
in.”

Mr. Stilton thereupon handed him, or 
her, a tumbler half-full of brandy, which 
she gulped down at a single swallow. Joe 
Manton presently retired to make room 
for Erasmus, who spoke for some time 
in Latin, or what appeared to be Latin. 
None of us could make much of it ; but 
Mr. Stilton declared that the Latin pro­
nunciation of Erasmus was probably dif­
ferent from ours, or that he might have 
learned the true Roman accent from Ci­
cero and Seneca, with whom, doubtless, 
he was now on intimate terms. As Eras­
mus generally concluded by throwing his 
arms, or rather the arms of Miss Fetters, 
around the neck of Mr. Stilton, — his spir­
it fraternizing, apparently, with the spirit 
of the latter, — we greatly regretted that 
his communications were unintelligible, 
on account of the superior wisdom which 
they might be supposed to contain.

I confess, I  cannot recall the part I 
played in what would have been a piti­
able farce, if it had not been so terribly 
tragical, without a feeling of utter shame. 
Nothing but my profound sympathy for 
the thousands and tens of thousands who 
are still subject to the same delusion 
could compel me to such a sacrifice of 
pride. Curiously enough, (as I thought 
then, but not now,) the enunciation of 
sentiments opposed to my moral sense — 
the abolition, in fact, of all moral re­
straint— came from my lips, while the- 
actions of Miss Fetters hinted at their 
practical application. Upon the ground
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that the interests of the soul were par­
amount to all human laws and customs, I 
declared — or rather, my voice declared 
— that self-denial was a fatal error, to 
which half the misery of mankind could 
be traced; that the passions, held as 
slaves, exhibited only the brutish nature 
of slaves, and would bo exalted and glori­
fied by entire freedom; and that our solo 
guidance ought to come from the voices 
of the spirits who communicated with us, 
instead of the imperfect laws construct­
ed by our benighted fellow-men. How 
clear and logical, how lofty, these doc­
trines seemed 1 If, at times, something 
in their nature repelled me, I simply at­
tributed it to the fact that I was still but 
a neophyte in the Spiritual Philosophy, 
and incapable of perceiving the truth with 
entire clearness.

Mr. Stilton had a wife, — one of those 
meek, amiable, simple-hearted women 
whose individuality seems to be complete­
ly absorbed into that of their husbands. 
When such women are wedded to frank, 
tender, protecting men, their lives are 
truly blessed; but they are willing slaves 
to the domestic tyrant. They bear un­
complainingly',— manyr of them even with­
out a thought of complaint,— and die at 
last with their hearts full of love for the 
brutes who have trampled upon them. 
Mrs. Stilton was perhaps forty years of 
age, of middle height, moderately' plump 
in person, with light-brown hair, soft, in­
expressive gray eyes, and a meek, help­
less, imploring mouth. Iler voice was 
mild and plaintive, and its accents of an­
ger (if she ever gave utterance to such) 
could not have been distinguished from 
those of grief. She did not often attend 
our sessions, and it was evident, that, while 
she endeavored to comprehend the reve­
lations, in order to please her husband, 
their import was very far beyond her 
comprehension. She was now and then 
a little frightened at utterances which no 
doubt sounded lewd or profane to her 
ears; but after a glance at Mr. Stilton’s 
face, and finding that it betrayed neither 
horror nor surprise, would persuade her­
self that everything must be right.

“ Are you sure,” she once timidly whis­
pered to me, “ are you very sure, Mr.
—------- , that there is no danger of being
led astray ? It seems strange to m e; but 
perhaps I don’t understand it.”

Iler question was so indefinite, that I 
found it difficult to answer. Stilton, how­
ever, seeing me engaged in endeavoring 
to make clear to her the glories of the 
new truth, exclaimed,—

“ That’s right, John! Your spiritual 
plane slants through many spheres, and 
has points of contact with a great variety 
of souls. I hope my wife will be able to 
see the light through you, since I appear 
to be too opaque for her to receive it 
from me.”

“ Oh, Abijah!” said the poor woman, 
“ you know it is my fault. I  try to fol­
low, and I hope I have faith, though I 
don’t see everything as clearly as you do.” 

1 began also to have my own doubts, as 
I perceived that an “ affinity ” was gradu­
ally being developed between Stilton and 
Miss Fetters. She was more and more 
frequently possessed by the spirit of Eras­
mus, whose salutations, on meeting and 
parting with his brother-philosopher, were 
too enthusiastic for merely masculine love. 
But, whenever I hinted at the possibility 
of mistaking the impulses of the soul, or 
at evil resulting from a too sudden and 
universal liberation of the passions, Stil­
ton always silenced me with his inevitable 
logic. Having once accepted the pren> 
ises, I could not avoid the conclusions.

“ When our natures are in harmony'with 
spirit-matter throughout the spheres,” he 
would say', “ our impulses will always be 
in accordance. Or, if there should be 
any temporary disturbance, arising from 
our necessary intercourse with the gross, 
blinded multitude, we can always fly to 
our spiritual monitors for counsel. Will 
not they, the immortal souls of the ages 
past, who have guided us to a knowledge 
of the truth, assist us also in preserving 
it pure ? ”

In spite of this, in spite of my admira­
tion of Stilton’s intellect, and my yet un­
shaken faith in Spiritualism, I was con­
scious that the harmony of the circle was



becoming impaired to me. Was I failing 
behind in spiritual progress? Was I too 
■weak to be the medium for the promised 
revelations ? I  threw myself again and 
again into the trance, with a recklessness 
of soul which fitted me to receive any, 
even the darkest impressions, to catch 
and proclaim every guilty whisper of the 
senses, and, while under the influence of 
the excitement, to exult in the age of 
license which I believed to be at hand. 
But darker, stronger grew the terror 
which lurked behind this spiritual carni­
val. A  more tremendous power than 
that which I now recognized as coming 
from Stilton’s brain was present, and I 
saw myself whirling nearer and nearer 
to its grasp. I felt, by a sort of blind in­
stinct, too vague to be expressed, that 
some demoniac agency had thrust itself 
into the manifestations, — perhaps had 
been mingled with them from the out­
set.

For two or three months, my life was 
the strangest mixture of happiness and 
misery. I walked about with the sense 
of some crisis hanging over me. My 
“ possessions ” became fiercer and wilder, 
and the reaction so much more exhaust­
ing that I fell into the habit of restoring 
myself by means of the bottle of brandy 
which Mr. Stilton took care should be on 
hand, in case of a visit from JoeManton. 
Miss Fetters, strange to say, was not in 
the least affected by the powerful draughts 
she imbibed. But, at the same time, my 
waking life was growing brighter and 
brighter under the power of a new and 
delicious experience. My nature is emi­
nently social, and I had not been able — 
indeed, 1 did not desire — wholly to with­
draw myself from intercourse with non­
believers. There was too much in socie­
ty that was congenial to me to be given 
up. My instinctive dislike to Miss Abby 
Fetters and my compassionate regard for 
Mrs. Stilton’s weakness only served to 
render the company of intelligent, cul­
tivated women more attractive to me. 
Among those whom 1 met most frequent­
ly was Miss Agnes Honeywood, a calm, 
quiet, unobtrusive girl, the characteristic
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of whose face was sweetness rather than 
beauty, while the first feeling she inspir­
ed was respect rather than admiration. 
She had just that amount of self-possession 
which conceals without conquering the 
sweet timidity of woman. Her voice 
was low, yet clear; and her mild eyes, I 
found, were capable, on occasion, of both 
flashing and melting. Why describe her? 
I loved her before I knew i t ; but, with 
the consciousness of my love, that clair­
voyant sense on which 1 had learned to 
depend failed for the first time. Did she 
love me ? When I sought to answer the 
question in her presence, all was confu­
sion within.

This was not the only new influence 
which entered into and increased the tu­
mult of my mind. The other half of my 
two-sided nature — the cool, reflective, 
investigating faculty — had been gradu­
ally ripening, and the questions which it 
now began to present seriously disturbed 
the complacency of my theories. I saw 
that I had accepted many things on very 
unsatisfactory evidence; but, on the other 
hand, there was much for which I could 
find no other explanation. Let me be 
frank, and say, that I  do not now pretend 
to explain all the phenomena of Spiritu­
alism. This, however, I determined to 
do,-—to ascertain, if possible, whether 
the influences which governed me in 
the trance state came from the persons 
around, from the exercise of some inde­
pendent faculty of my own mind, or re­
ally and truly from the spirits of the 
dead. Mr. Stilton appeared to notice 
that some internal conflict was going on ; 
but he said nothing in regard to it, and, 
as events proved, he entirely miscalculat­
ed its character.

I said to myself, •— “ If this chaos con­
tinues, it will drive me mad. Let me 
have one bit of solid earth beneath my 
feet, and I can stand until it subsides. 
Let me throw over the best bower of the 
heart, since all the anchors of the mind 
are dragging! ” I summoned resolution. 
I made that desperate venture which no 
true man makes without a pang of forced 
courage; but, thank God! I did not make
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it in vain. Agnes loved me, and in the 
deep, quiet bliss which this knowledge 
gave I felt the promise of deliverance. 
She knew and lamented my connection 
with the Spiritualists; but, perceiving my 
mental condition from the few intimations 
which I dared to give her, discreetly held 
her peace. But I could read the anxious 
expression of that gentle face none the 
less.

My first endeavor to solve the new 
questions was to check the abandon of 
the trance condition, and interfuse it with 
more of sober consciousness. It was a 
difficult task; and nothing but the cir­
cumstance that my consciousness had 
never been entirely lost enabled me to 
make any progress. I finally succeeded, 
as I imagined, (certainty is impossible,) in 
separating the different influences which 
impressed me,— perceiving where one 
terminated and the other commenced, or 
where two met and my mind vibrated 
from one to the other until the stronger 
prevailed, or where a thought which 
seemed to originate in my own brain 
took the lead and swept away with me 
like the mad rush of a prairie colt. When 
out of the trance, 1 noticed attentively 
the expressions made use of by Mr. Stil­
ton and the other members of the circle, 
and was surprised to find how many of 
them I had reproduced. But might they 
not, in the first place, have been derived 
from me ? And what was the vague, 
dark Presence which still overshadowed 
me at such times ? What was that Pow­
er which I had tempted, — which we 
were all tempting, every time we met, —  
and which continually drew nearer and 
became more threatening ? I knew not; 
and 1 know not. I would rather not 
speak or think of it any more.

My suspicions with regard to Stilton 
and Miss Fetters were confirmed by a 
number of circumstances which I need 
not describe. That he should treat his 
wife in a harsh, ironical manner, which 
the poor woman felt, but could not under­
stand, did not surprise me ; but at other 
times there was a treacherous tenderness 
about him. He would dilate eloquently

upon the bliss of living in accordance 
with the spiritual harmonics. Among us, 
he said, there could be no more hatred 
or mistrust or jealousy, — nothing but 
love, pure, unselfish, perfect love. “ You, 
my dear,” (turning to Mrs. Stilton,) “ be­
long to a sphere which is included within 
my own, and share in my harmonies and 
affinities; yet the soul-matter which ad­
heres to you is of a different texture from 
mine. Yours has also its independent 
affinities; I see and respect them; and 
even though they might lead our bodies 
— our outward, material lives — away 
from one another, we should still he true 
to that glorious light of love which per­
meates all soul-matter.”

“ Oh, Abijah ! ” cried Mrs. Stilton, re­
ally distressed, 11 how can you say such a 
thing of me ? You know I can never 
adhere to anybody else but you ! ”

Stilton would then call in my aid to 
explain his meaning, asserting that I had 
a faculty of reaching his wife’s intellect, 
which he did not himself possess. Feel­
ing a certain sympathy for her painful 
confusion of mind, I did my best to give 
his words an interpretation which soothed 
her fears. Then she begged his pardon, 
taking all the blame to her own stupidity, 
and received his grudged, unwilling kiss 
with a restored happiness which pained 
me to the heart.

I had a growing presentiment of some 
approaching catastrophe. 1 felt, distinct­
ly, the presence of unhallowed passions 
in our circle; and my steadfast love for 
Agnes, borne thither in my bosom, seem­
ed like a pure white dove in a cage of 
unclean birds. Stilton held me from 
him by the superior strength of his in­
tellect. 1 began to mistrust, even to hate 
him, while I was still subject to his pow­
er, and unable to acquaint him with the 
change in my feelings. Miss Fetters 
was so repulsive that I never spoke to 
her when it could he avoided. I had 
tolerated her, heretofore, for (lie sake of 
her spiritual gift; but now, when 1 be­
gan to doubt the authenticity of that 
gift, her hungry eyes, her thin lips, her 
flat breast, and cold, dry hands excit-
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ed in me a sensation of absolute abhor­
rence.

The doctrine of Affinities had some 
time before been adopted by the circle, 
as a part of the Spiritual Truth. Other 
circles, with which we were in communi­
cation, had also received the same rev­
elation ; and the ground upon which it 
was based, in fact, rendered its accep­
tance easy. Even I, shielded as I was 
by the protecting arms of a pure love, 
sought in vain for arguments to refute a 
doctrine, the practical operation of which, 
I saw, might be so dangerous. The soul 
had a right to seek its kindred soul: that 
1 could not deny. Having found, they 
belonged to each other. Love is the only 
law which those who love are bound to 
obey. I shall not repeat all the sophis­
try whereby these positions were strength­
ened. The doctrine soon blossomed and 
bore fruit, tbe nature of which left no 
doubt as to the character of the tree.

The catastrophe came sooner than I 
had anticipated, and partly through my 
own instrumentality ; though, in any case, 
it must finally have come. We were met 
together at the house of one. of the most 
zealous and fanatical believers. There 
were but eight persons present, — the 
host and his wife, (an equally zealous 
proselyte,) a middle-aged bachelor neigh­
bor, Mr. and Mrs. Stilton, Miss Fetters 
and lier father, and myself. It was a still, 
cloudy, sultry evening, after one of those 
dull, oppressive days when all the bad 
blood in a man seems to be uppermost in 
his veins. The manifestations upon the 
table, with which we commenced, were 
unusually rapid and lively. “ I am con­
vinced,” said Mr. Stilton, “ that we shall 
receive important revelations to-night. 
My own mind possesses a clearness and 
quickness, which, I have noticed, al­
ways precede the visit of a superior spir­
it. Let us be passive and receptive, my 
friends. We are but instruments in tbe 
hands of loftier intelligences, and only 
through our obedience can this second 
advent of Truth be fulfilled.”

He looked at me with that expression 
which I so well knew, as the signal for a
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surrender of my will. I had come rath­
er unwillingly, for I was getting heartily 
tired of the business, and longed to shake 
olf my habit of (spiritual) intoxication, 
which no longer possessed any attraction, 
since I had been allowed to visit Agnes 
as an accepted lover. In fact, I contin­
ued to hold my place in the circle prin­
cipally for the sake of satisfying myself 
with regard to the real nature and caus­
es of the phenomena. On this night, 
something in Mr. Stilton’s face arrest­
ed my attention, and a rapid inspiration 
flashed through my mind. “ Suppose,” I 
thought, “ I allow the usual effect to be 
produced, yet reverse the character of its 
operation ? I am convinced that he has 
been directing the current of my thought 
according to his w ill; let me now render 
myself so thoroughly passive, that my 
mind, like a mirror, shall reflect what 
passes through his, retaining nothing of 
my own except the simple consciousness 
of what I am doing.” Perhaps this was 
exactly what he desired. He sat, bend­
ing forward a little over the table, his 
square jaws firmly set, his eyes hidden 
beneath their heavy brows, and every 
long, wiry hair on his head in its proper 
place. I fixed my eyes upon him, threw 
my mind into a state of perfect receptiv­
ity, and waited.

It was not long before I felt his ap­
proach. Shadow after shadow flitted 
across the still mirror of my inward sense. 
Whether the thoughts took words in his 
brain or in mine, — whether I first caught 
his disjointed musings, and, by their ut­
terance reacting upon him, gave system 
and development to his thoughts, — I can­
not tell. But this I know: what I said 
came wholly from him, — not from the 
slandered spirits of the dead, not from 
the vagaries of my own imagination, but 
from him. “ Listen to me ! ” I said. “ In 
the flesh I was a martyr to the Truth, 
and I am permitted to communicate on­
ly with those whom the Truth has made 
free. You are the heralds of the great 
day; you have climbed from sphere to 
sphere, until now you stand near the 
fountains of light. But it is not enough
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that you see : your lives must reflect the 
light. The inward vision is for you, but 
the outward manifestation thereof is for 
the souls of others. Fulfil the harmonies 
in the flesh. Be the living music, not the 
silent instruments."

There was more, much more of this,—a 
plenitude of eloquent sound, which seems 
to embody sublime ideas, but which, care­
fully examined, contains no more pal­
pable substance than sea-froth. If the 
reader will take the trouble to read an 
“ Epic of the Starry Heavens,” the pro­
duction of a Spiritual Medium, he will 
find several hundred pages of the same 
character. But, by degrees, the revela­
tion descended to details, and assumed a 
personal application. “ In you, in all of 
you, the spiritual harmonies are still vio­
lated,” was the conclusion. “ You, Abi- 
jah Stilton, who are chosen to hold up 
the light of truth to the world, require 
that a transparent soul, capable of trans­
mitting that light to you, should be allied 
to yours. She who is called your wife is 
a clouded lens ; she can receive the light
only through John  ----- -—, who is her
true spiritual husband, as Abby Fetters 
is your true spiritual wife 1 ”

I was here conscious of a sudden ces­
sation of the influence which forced me 
to speak, and stopped. The members of 
the circle opposite to me — the host, his 
wife, neighbor, and old Mr. Fetters —  
were silent, but their faces exhibited 
more satisfaction than astonishment. My 
eye fell upon Mrs. Stilton. Her face 
was pale, her eyes widely opened, and 
her lips dropped apart, with a stunned, 
bewildered expression. It was the blank 
face of a woman walking in her sleep. 
These observations were accomplished in 
an instant; for Miss Fetters, suddenly 
possessed with the spirit of Black Hawk, 
sprang upon her feet. “ Ugh! ugh ! ” 
she exclaimed, in a deep, harsh voice, 
“ where’s the pale-face ? Black Ilawk, 
he like him,—he love him much!”— and 
therewith threw her arms around Stilton, 
fairly lifting him off his feet. “ Ugh I 
fire-water lor Black Hawk 1 — big Injun 
drink I ”— and she tossed off a tumbler of
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brandy. By this time I had wholly re­
covered my consciousness, but remain­
ed silent, stupefied by the extraordinary 
scene.

Presently Miss Fetters became more 
quiet, and the possession left her. “Aly 
friends,” said Stilton, in his cold, unmov­
ed voice, “ I feel that the spirit has spok­
en truly. We must obey our spiritual 
affinities, or our great and glorious mis­
sion will be unfulfilled. Let us rather 
rejoice that we have been selected as 
the instruments to do this work. Come 
to me, Abby ; and you, Rachel, remem­
ber that our harmony is not disturbed, 
but only made more complete.”

“ Abijah 1 ” exclaimed Mrs. Stilton, 
with a pitiful cry, while the tears burst 
hot and fast from her eyes; “ dear hus­
band, what does this mean ? Oh, don’t 
tell me that I'm to be cast off! You 
promised to love me and care for me, 
Abijah 1 I’m not bright, I know, but I’ll 
try to understand you; indeed I w ill!
Oh, don’t be so cruel! — don’t ” ------
And the poor creature’s voice complete­
ly gave way.

She dropped on the floor at his feet, 
and lay there, sobbing piteously.

“ Rachel, Rachel,” said he, — and his 
face was not quite so calm as his voice,— 
“ don’t be rebellious. We are governed 
by a higher Power. This is all for our 
own good, and for the good of the world. 
Besides, ours was not a perfect affinity. 
You will be much happier with John, as 
he harmonizes ” ------

I could endure it no longer. Indig­
nation, pity, the full energy of my will, 
possessed me. He lost his power over 
me then, and forever.

“ W hat! ” I exclaimed, “ you, blas­
phemer, beast that you are, you dare to 
dispose of 3-our honest wife in this in­
famous way, that you may be free to in­
dulge your own vile appetites? — you, 
who have outraged the dead and the liv­
ing alike, by making me utter your for­
geries ? Take her back, and let this dis­
graceful scene end! — take her back, or 
I will give you a brand that shall last to 
the end of your days! ”



He turned deadly pale, and trembled. 
I  knew that he made a desperate effort 
to bring me under the control of his will, 
and laughed mockingly as I saw his knit 
brow and the swollen veins in bis tem­
ples. As for the others, they seemed 
paralyzed by the suddenness and fierce­
ness of my attack. He wavered but for 
an instant, however, and his self-posses­
sion returned.

“ Ha 1 ” he exclaimed, “ it is the Spirit 
of Evil that speaks In him 1 The Devil 
himself has risen to destroy our glorious 
fabric! Help me, friends! help me to 
bind him, and to silence his infernal 
voice, before he drives the pure spirits 
from our midst! ”

With that, he advanced a step towards 
me, and raised a hand to seize my arm, 
while the others followed behind. But I 
was too quick for him. Weak as I was, in 
comparison, rage gave me strength, and 
a blow, delivered with the rapidity of 
lightning, just under the ehin, laid him 
senseless on the floor. Mrs. Stilton scream­
ed, and threw herself over him. The rest 
of the company remained as if stupefied. 
The storm which had been gathering all 
the evening at the same instant broke 
over the house in simultaneous thunder 
and rain,

I stepped suddenly to the door, open­
ed it, and drew a long, deep breath of 
relief, as 1 found myself alone in the 
darkness. “ How,” said I, “ I have done 
tampering with God’s best gift; 1 will be 
satisfied with the natural sunshine which 
beams from His Word and from His 
Works; I have learned wisdom at the ex­
pense of shame 1” I exulted in my new 
freedom, in my restored purity of soul; 
and the wind, that swept down the dark, 
lonely street, seemed to exult with me. 
The rains beat upon me, but I heeded 
them not; nay, I turned aside from the 
homeward path, in order to pass by the 
house where Agnes lived. Her window 
was dark, and I knew she was sleeping, 
lulled by the storm; but I stood a mo­
ment below, in the rain, and said aloud, 
softly, —

“ Now, Agnes, I belong wholly to you!
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Pray to God for me, darling, that I  may 
never lose the true light I have found at 
last 1 ”

My healing, though complete in the 
end, was not instantaneous. The habit 
of the trance, I found, had realiy impair­
ed the action of my will. I experienced 
a periodic tendency to return to it, which 
I have been able to overcome only by 
the most vigorous efforts. I found it 
prudent, indeed, to banish from my mind, 
as far as was possible, all subjects, all 
memories, connected with Spiritualism. 
In this work I was aided by Agnes, 
who now possessed my entire confidence, 
and who willingly took upon herself the 
guidance of my mind at those seasons 
when my own governing faculties flagged. 
Gradually my mental health returned, 
and I am now beyond all danger of ever 
again being led into such fatal dissipa­
tions. The writing of this narrative, in 
fact, has been a test of my ability to over­
look and describe my experience without 
being touched by its past delusions. If  
some portions of it should not be wholly 
intelligible to the reader, the defect lies 
in the very nature of the subject.

It will be noticed that I have given 
but a partial explanation of the spiritual 
phenomena. Of the genuineness of the 
physical manifestations I am fully con­
vinced, and I can account for them only 
by the supposition of some subtile agency 
whereby the human will operates upon 
inert matter. Clairvoyance is a suffi­
cient explanation of the utterances of the 
Mediums,— at least of those which I have 
heard; but there is, as I have said be­
fore, something in the background, which 
I feel too indistinctly to describe, yet 
which I know to be Evil. I do not won­
der at, though I lament, the prevalence 
of the belief in Spiritualism. In a few 
individual cases it may have been produc­
tive of good, but its general tendency is 
evil. There are pfobably but few Stil­
tons among its apostles, few Miss Fetterses 
among its Mediums; but the condition 
which accompanies the trance, as I have 
shown, inevitably removes tbe wholesome 
check which holds our baser passions in
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subjection. The Medium is at the mercy 
of any evil will, and the impressions re­
ceived from a corrupt mind are always 
liable to be accepted by innocent believ­
ers as revelations from the spirits of the 
holy dead. I shall shock many honest 
souls by this confession, but I  hope and 
believe that it may awaken and enlighten 
others. Its publication is necessary, as 
an expiation for some of the evil which 
has been done through my own instru­
mentality.

I learned, two days afterwards, that 
Stilton (who was not seriously damaged 
by my blow) had gone to New York, 
taking Miss Fetters with him. Her ig­
norant, weak-minded father was entirely 
satisfied with the proceeding. Mrs. Stil­

ton, helpless and heart-broken, remained 
at the house where our circle had met, 
with her only child, a boy of three years 
of age, who, fortunately, inherited her 
weakness rather than his father’s power. 
Agnes, on learning this, insisted on hav­
ing her removed from associations which 
were at once unhappy and dangerous. 
We went together to see her, and, after 
much persuasion, and many painful scenes 
which I shall not recapitulate, succeeded 
in sending her to her father, a farmer in 
Connecticut. She still remains tliero, 
hoping for the day when her guilty hus­
band shall return and be instantly forgiv­
en.

My task is ended; may it not have 
been performed in vain 1

JOHN ANDRE AND HONORA SNEYD.

M a n y  of our readers will remember 
the exquisite lines in which Beranger 
paints the connection between our mor­
tal lives and the stars of the sky. With 
every human soul that finds its way to 
earth, a new gem is added to the azure 
belt of heaven. Thenceforth the two ex­
ist in mutual dependence, each influenc­
ing the other's fate; so that, when death 
comes to seal the lips of the man, a flame 
is paled and a lamp extinguished in the 
gulf above. In every loosened orb that 
shoots across the face of night the ex­
perienced eye may trace the story and 
the fall of a fellow-being. Youth, beau­
ty, wealth, the humility of indigence and 
the pride of power, alike find their term 
revealed in the bright, silent course of the 
celestial spark; and still new signs suc­
ceed to provoke the sympathy or dazzle 
the philosophy of the observer.

“ Quelle est cette £toile qui file,
Qui file, file, et disparait? ”

It is unfortunate that such a pretty 
manner of accounting for the nature and 
origin of falling stars should be unsus­

tained by sound astronomical data, and 
utterly discountenanced by Hersehei and 
Bond. There is something in the theo­
ry very pleasant and very flattering to 
human nature; and there are passages 
in the history of our race that might 
make its promulgation not unacceptable. 
When, among the innumerable “ patines 
of bright gold” that strew the floor of 
heaven, we see one part from the sphere 
of its undistinguishfld fellows, and, fill­
ing its pathway with radiant light, van­
ish noiselessly into annihilation, we can­
not but be reminded of those characters 
that, with no apparent reason for being 
segregated from the common herd, are, 
through some strange conjuncture, hur­
ried from a commonplace life by' modes 
of death that illuminate their memory 
with immortal fame. It is thus that the 
fulfilment of the vow made in the heat 
of battle has given Jephthah’s name a 
melancholy permanence above all oth­
ers of the captains of Israel. Mutius 
would long ago have been forgotten, 
among the thousands of Roman soldiers
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THE

CONFESSIONS OF A MEDIUM.

stfOCo

T is not yet a year since I ceased to act 
as a Spiritual Medium. (I am forced 
to make use of this title as the most 
intelligible, but I  do it with a strong 
mental protest.) At first, I  desired only 

to withdraw myself quietly from the 
peculiar associations into which I had 

been thrown by the exercise of my faculty, and be 
content with the simple fact of my escape. A  man 
who joins the Dashaways does not care to have the 
circumstance announced in the newspapers. “ So he 
was an habitual drunkard,” the public would say. I  
was overcome by a similar reluctance—nay, I might 
honestly call it shame—since, although I had at 
intervals officiated as a Medium for a period of seven 
years, my name had been mentioned, incidentally, 
only once or twice in the papers devoted especially to 
Spiritualism. I  had no. such reputation as that of 
Hume, or Andrew Jackson Davis, which would call 
for a public statement of my recantation. The result 
would be, therefore, to give prominence to a weak­
ness, which, however manfully overcome, might be 
remembered to my future prejudice.

I  find, however, that the resolution to be silent 
leaves me restless and unsatisfied. And in reflecting 
calmly—objectively, for the first time—upon the 
experience of those seven years, I  recognize so many 
points wherein my case is undoubtedly analogous to 
that of hundreds of others who may be still entangled 
in the same labyrinth whence I have but recently 
escaped— so clear a solution of much that is 
enigmatical, even to those who reject Spiritualism— 
that the impulse to write weighs upon me with the 
pressure of a neglected duty. I  cannot longer be
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silent; and, in the conviction that the truth of my 
statement will be evident enough to those most con­
cerned in heaving it, without the authority of any name 
(least of all of one so little known as mine), I  now 
give my confession to the world. The names of the 
individuals whom I  shall have occasion to introduce 
are, of course, disguised; but, with this exception, the 
narrative is the plainest possible record of my own 
experience. Many of the incidents which I  shall be 
obliged to describe are known only to the actors 
therein, who, I  feel assured, will never foolishly 
betray themselves. I  have therefore no fear that any 
harm can result from my disclosures.

In order to make my views intelligible to those 
readers who have paid no attention to psychological 

/ subjects, I must commence a little in advance of my 
story. My own individual nature is one of those 
apparently inconsistent combinations which are fre­
quently found in the children of parents whose 
temperaments and mental personalities widely differ. 
This class of natures is much larger than would be 
supposed. Inheriting opposite, even conflicting, traits 
from father and mother, they assume, as either element 
predominates, diverse characters; and that which is 
the result of temperament (in fact, congenital incon­
sistency) is set down by the unthinking world as moral 
weakness or duplicity. Those who have sufficient 
skill to perceive and reconcile—or, at least, govern— 
the opposing elements, are few indeed. Had the 
power come to me sooner, I should have been spared 
the necessity of making these confessions.

From ono parent I  inherited an extraordinarily 
active and- sensitive imagination—from the other, a 
sturdy practical sense; a disposition to weigh and 
balance with calm fairness the puzzling questions 
which life offers to every man. These conflicting 
qualities—as is usual in all similar natures—were not 
developed in equal order of growth. The former 
governed my childhood, my youth, and enveloped me 
with spells, which all the force of the latter and more
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slowly ripened faculty was barely sufficient to break. 
Luxuriant weeds and brambles covered the soil which 
should have been ploughed and made to produce 
honest grain. Unfortunately, I  had no teacher who 
was competent to understand and direct me. The 
task was left for myself; and I  can only wonder, after 
all that has occurred, how it has been possible for me 
to succeed. Certainly, this success has not been due 
to any vigorous exercise of virtue on my part, but 
solely to the existence of that cool, reflective reason 
which lay perdue beneath all the extravagances of 
my mind.

I possessed, even as a child, an unusual share of 
what plu-enologists call Concentrativencss. The 
power of absorption, of self-forgetfulness, was at the 
same time a source of delight and a torment. Lost in 
some wild dream or absurd childish speculation, my 

. insensibility to outward things was chastised as care­
lessness or a hardened indifference to counsel. With 
a memory almost marvellous to retain those things 
which appealed to my imagination, I blundered pain­
fully over the commonest tasks. While I  frequently 
repeated the Sunday hymn at dinner, I was too often 
unable to give the least report of the sermon. With­
drawn into my corner of the pew, I gave myself up, 
after the enunciation of the text, to a complete 
abstraction, which took no note of time or place. 
Fixing my eyes upon a knot in one of the panels 
under the pulpit, I  sat moveless during the hour and 
a half which our worthy old clergyman required for 
the expounding of the seven parts of his discourse. 
They could never accuse me of sleeping, however, for, 
I  rarely even winked. The closing hymn recalled me 
to myself, always with a shock, or sense of pain, and 
sometimes even with a temporary nausea.

This habit of abstraction—properly a complete 
passivity of the mind—after a while developed another 
habit, in which I now see the root of that peculiar 
condition which made me a Medium. I shall therefore 
endeavour to describe it. I  was sitting, one Sunday,
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just as the minister was commencing his sermon, with 
my eyes carelessly following the fingers of my right 
hand, as I  drummed them slowly across my knee. 
Suddenly, the wonder came into my mind, How is it 
my fingers move? What set them going? What is 
it that stops them? The mystery of that communica­
tion between will and muscle, which no physiologist 
has over fathomed, burst upon my young intellect, I  
had been conscious of no intention of thus drumming 
my fingers; they were in motion -when I first noticed 
them: they were certainly a part of myself, yet they 
acted without my knowledge or design 1 My left hand 
was quiet; why did its fingers not move also? Fol­
lowing those reflections came a dreadful fear, as I 
remembered Jane, the blacksmith’s daughter, whoso 
elbows and shoulders sometimes jerked in such a way 
as to make all the other scholars laugh; although we 
were sorry for the poor girl, who cried bitterly over. 
her unfortunate, ungovernable limbs. I  was com­
forted, however, on finding that I  could control the 
motion of my fingers at pleasure; but my imagination 
was too active to stop there. What if  I  should forget 
liow to direct my hands? What if  they should refuse 
to obey me? What if  my knees, which were just as 
still as the hymn-books in the rack before me, should 
cease to bend, and I should sit there for ever? 
These very questions seemed to produce a temporary 
paralysis of the will. A s my right hand lay quietly 
on my knee, and I  asked myself, with a stupid wonder, 
“ Now, can I move it?” it lay as still as before. I  had 
only questioned, not willed. “ No, I  cannot move it,” 
I  said, in real doubt. I  was conscious of a blind 
sense of exertion, wherein there was yet no proper 
exertion, but which seemed to exhaust me. Fascinated 
by this new mystery, I  contemplated my hand as 
something apart from myself; something subordinate 
to, but not identical with, me. The rising of the 
congregation for the hymn broke the spell, like the 
snapping of a thread.
' The reader will readily understand that I carried
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these experiences much farther. I  gradually learned 
to suspend (perhaps in imagination only, but therefore 
none the less really) the action of my will upon the 
muscles of my arms and legs; and I  did it with the 
greater impunity, from knowing that the stir con­
sequent upon the conclusion of the services would 
bring me to myself. In proportion as the will became 
passive, the activity of my imagination was increased, 
and I experienced a new and strange delight in watch­
ing the play of fantasies which appeared to come and 
go independently of myself. There was still a dim 
consciousness of outward things mingled with my 
condition: I was not beyond the recall of ray senses. 
But one day, I remember, as I  sat motionless as a 
statue, having ceased any longer to attempt to control 
my dead limbs, more than usually passive, a white, 
shining mist gradually stole around me; my eyes 
finally ceased to take cognizance of objects; a low, 
musical humming sounded in my ears, and those 
creatures of the imagination which had hitherto 
crossed my brain as thoughts now spoke to me as 
audible voices. If there is any happy delirium in the 
first stages of intoxication (of which, thank Heaven, 
I have no experience), it must be a sensation very 
much like that which I fe lt ., The death of external 
and the birth of internal consciousness overwhelmed 
my childish soul with a dumb, ignorant ecstasy, like 
that which savages feel on first hearing the magic of 
music.

How long I  remained thus I  know not. I  was 
aroused by feeling myself violently shaken. “ John!” 
exclaimed my mother, who had grasped my arm with 
a determined hand. “ Bless the boy I what ails him? 
Why, his face is as white as a sheet!” Slowly I 
recovered my consciousness, saw the church and the 
departing congregation, and mechnnioally followed my 
parents. I  could give no explanation of what had 
happened, except to say that I  had fallen asleep. As 

• I  ate my dinner with a good appetite, my mother’s 
fears were quieted. I  was left at home the following
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Sunday, and afterwards only ventured to indulge' 
sparingly in the exercise of my newly discovered 
faculty. My mother, I was conscious, took more note 
of my presence than formerly, and I  feared a repetition 
of the same catastrophe. As I grew older and my 
mind became interested in a wider range of themes, 
I  finally lost the habit,, which I  classed among the 
many follies of childhood.

I  retained, nevertheless, and still retain, something 
of that subtile instinct which mocks and yet surpasses 
reason. My feelings with regard to the persons 
whom I  met were quite independent of their behaviour 
towards me, or the estimation in which they were 
held by the world. Things which puzzled my brain 
in waking hours were made clear to me in sleep, and 
I frequently felt myself blindly impelled to do or to 
avoid doing certain things. The members of my 
family, who found it impossible to understand my 
motives of action—because, in fact, there were no 
motives—complacently solved the difficulty by calling 
mo “ queer.” I  presume there are few persons who 
are not occasionally visited by the instinct, or impulse, 
or faculty, or whatever it may bo called, to which I  
refer. I  possessed it in a more than ordinary degree, 
and was generally able to distinguish between its 
suggestions and the mere humours of my imagination. 
It is scarcely necessary to say that I  assume the 
existence of such a power, at the outset. I  recognise 
jt as a normal faculty of the human mind, not there* 
fore universal, any more than tho genius which makes 
a poet, a painter, or a composer.

My education was neither general nor thorough; 
hence I  groped darkly with the psychological ques­
tions which were presented to me. Tormented by 
those doubts which at some period of life assail the soul 
of every thinking man, I was ready to grasp at any 
solution which offered, without very carefully testing 
its character, I  eagerly accepted the theory of 
Animal Magnetism, which, so far as it went, was 
satisfactory; but it only illustrated the-powers'and
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relations of the soul in its present state of existence; 
it threw no light upon that future which I was not 
willing to take upon faith alone. Though sensible to 
mesmeric influences, I  was not willing that my 
spiritual nature should be the instrument of another’s 
will—that a human being, like myBelf, should become 
possessed of all my secrets and sanctities, touching 
the keys of every passion with his unhallowed fingers. 
In the phenomena of clairvoyance I  saw oniy other 
and more subtilo manifestations of the power which I 
knew to exist in my own mind. Hence, I soon grew 
weary of prosecuting inquiries which, at best, 
would fall short of solving my own great and painful 
doubt, Does the human soul continue to exist after 
death? That it could take cognizance of things 
beyond the reach of the five senses, I  was already 
assured. This, however, might be a sixth sense, no 
less material and perishable in its character than the 
others. My brain, as yet, was too young and imma­
ture to follow the thread of that lofty spiritual logic 
in the light of which such doubts melt away like mists 
of the night. Thus, uneasy because undeveloped, 
erring because 1 had never known the necessary 
guidance, seeking, but almost despairing of enlighten­
ment, I was a fit subject for any spiritual epidemic 
which seemed to offer me a cure for worse maladies.

A t this juncture occurred the phenomena known as 
the “ Rochester Knockings.” (My home, let me say, 
is in a small town not far from New York.) I  shared 
in the general interest aroused by the marvellous 
stories, which, being followed by the no less extra­
ordinary display of some unknown agency at Norwalk, 
Connecticut, excited me to such a degree that I was 
half converted to the new faith before I  had witnessed 
any spiritual manifestation. Soon after the arrival of 
the Misses Fox in New York, I  visited them in their 
rooms at the Howard House. Impressed by their 
quiet, natural demeanour, the absence of anything 
savouring of jugglery, and the peculiar character of 
the raps and movements of the table, I  asked my
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questions and applied my tests, in a passive, i f  not a 
believing frame of mind. In fact, I  had not long 
been seated, before the noises became loud and 
frequent.

“ The spirits like to communicate with you,” said 
Mrs. Fish: “ you seem to be nearer to them than most 
people.”

I  summoned, in succession, the spirits of my mother, 
a younger brother, and a cousin to whom I had been 
much attached in boyhood, and obtained correct 
answers to all my questions. I  did not then remark, 
what has since occurred to me, that these questions 
concerned things which I  know, and that the answers 
to them were distinctly impressed on my mind at the 
time. The result of one of my tests made a very 
deep impression upon me. Having mentally selected 
a friend whom I had met in the train that morning, I  
asked, “ Will the spirit whose name is now in my 
mind communicate with me?” To this came the 
answer, slowly rapped out, on calling over the 
alphabet, “ H e is living /”

I  returned home, very much puzzled. Precisely 
those features of the exhibition (let me call it such) 
which repulse others attracted me. The searching 
daylight, the plain, matter-of-fact character of the 
manifestations, the absence of all solemnity and 
mystery, impressed me favourably towards the 
spiritual theory. I f  disembodied souls, I  said, really 
exist, and can communicate with those in the flesh, why 
should they choose moonlight or darkness, graveyards 
or lonely bed-chambers, for their visitations? What 
is to hinder them from speaking at times and in places 
where the senses of men are fully awake and alert, 
rather than when they are liable to be the dupes of 
the imagination? In such reflections as these I was 
the unconscious dupe of my own imagination, while 
supposing myself thoroughly impartial and critical.

Soon after this, circles began to be formed in my 
native town, for the purpose of table-moving, A  
number of persons met, secretly at first—for as yet
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there were no avowed converts—and quite ns much 
for sport as for serious investigation. The first 
evening there was no satisfactory manifestation. The 
table moved a little, it is true, but each one laughingly 
accused his neighbours of employing some muscular 
force. All isolated attempts were vain. I  was con­
scious, nevertheless, of a curious sensation of numb­
ness in the arms, which recalled to mind my forgotten 
experiments in church. No rappings were heard, 
and some of the participants did not scruple to pro­
nounce the whole thing a delusion.

A  few evenings after this we met again. Those 
who were most incredulous happened to be absent, 
while, accidentally, their places were filled by persons 
whose temperaments disposed them to a passive 
seriousness. Among these was a girl of sixteen—  
Miss Abby Fetters—a pale, delicate creature, with 
blond hair and light blue eyes. Chance placed her 
next to mo in forming the ring, and her right hand 
lay lightly upon my left. We stood around a heavy 
circular dining-table. A  complete silence was pre­
served, and all minds gradually sank into a quiet, 
passive expectancy. In about ten minutes I  began to 
feel, or to imagine that I  felt a stream of light—if light 
were a palpable Bubstance—a something far finer and 
more subtile than an electric current, passing from 
the hand of Miss Fetters through my own into the 
table. Presently the great wooden mass began to 
move—stopped—moved again—turned in a circle, 
we following, without changing the position of our 
hands— and finally began to rock from side to side, 
with increasing violence. Some of the circle were 
thrown off by the movements; others withdrew their 
hands in affright; and but four, among whom were 
Miss Fetters and myself, retained their hold. My 
outward consciousness appeared to be somewhat be­
numbed, as if  by some present fascination or approach­
ing trance; but I  retained curiosity enough to look at 
my companion. Her eyes, sparkling with a strange, 
steady light, were fixed upon the table; her breath

B
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came quick and short, and her cheek had lost every 
trace of colour. Suddenly, as if  by a spasmodic 
effort, sho removed her hands; I  did the same, and the 
table stopped. She threw herself into a seat, as if  
exhausted; yet, during the whole time, not a muscle 
of the hand which lay upon mine had stirred. I  
solemnly declare that my own hands had been equally 
passive, yet I experienced the same feeling of fatigue 
—not muscular fatigue, but a sense of deadness, as if  
every drop of nervous energy had been suddenly 
taken from me.

Further experiments, the same evening, showed 
that we two, either together or alone, were able to 
produce the same phenomena without the assistance 
of the others present. We did not succeed, however, 
in obtaining any answers to our questions, nor were 
any of us impressed by the idea that the spirits of the 
dead were among us. In fact, these table-movings 
would not, of themselves, suggest the idea of a 
spiritual manifestation. “ The table is bewitched,” 
said Thompson, a hard-headed young fellow, without 
a particle of imagination; and this was really the 
first impression of all: some unknown force, latent in 

. the dead matter, had been called into action. Still, 
this conclusion was so strange, so incredible, that the 
agency of supernatural intelligences finally presented 
itself to my mind as the readiest solution.

It was not long before we obtained rappings, and 
were enabled to repeat all the experiments which I 
had tried during my visit to the Fox family. The 
spirits of our deceased relatives and friends announced 
themselves, and generally gave a correct account of 
their earthly lives. I  must confess, however, that, 
whenever we attempted to pry into the future, we 
usually received answers as ambiguous as those of the 
Grecian oracles, or predictions which failed to be 
realized. Violent knocks or other unruly demonstra­
tions would sometimes interrupt an intelligent com­
munication which promised us some light qn the other 
life. These, we were told, were occasioned by evil or
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mischievous spirits, whose delight i t  was to create 
disturbances. They never occurred, I now remember, 
except when Miss Fetters was present. At the time, 
we were too much absorbed in our researches to notice 
the fact.

The reader will perceive, from what he knows of 
my previous mental Btate, that it was not difficult for 
me to accept the theories-of the Spiritualists. Here 
was an evidence of the immortality of the b o u I j nay, - 
more, of its continued individuality through endless 
future existences. The idea of my individuality being 
lost had been to me the same thing as complete 
annihilation. The spirits themselves informed us 
that they had come to teach these truths. The simple, 
ignorant faith of the Past, they said, was worn out. 
With the development of science, the mind of* man 
had become sceptical. The ancient fountains no longer’ 
sufficed for his thirst. Each new era required a new 
revelation. In all former ages there had been single 
minds pure enough and advanced enough to communi­
cate with the dead, and be the mediums of their messages 
to men, but now the time had come when the knowledge 
of this intercourse must he declared unto all. In its 
light the mysteries of the Past became clear: in the 
wisdom thus imparted, that happy Future which seems 
possible to every ardent and generous heart would be 
secured. I was not troubled by the fact that the messages 
which proclaimed these things were often incorrectly 
spelt, that the grammar was bad, and the language far 
from elegant. I did not reflect that these new and sub­
lime truths had formerly passed through my own brain 
as the dreams of a wandering imagination. Like that 
American philosopher who looks upon one of his own 
neophytes as a man of great and profound mind 
because the latter carefully remembex-s and repeats to 
him his own carelessly uttered wisdom, I  saw in these 
misty and disjointed reflections of my own thoughts’ 
the precious revelation of departed and purified spirits.

How a passion for the unknown and unattainable 
takes hold of men is illustrated by the search for the
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universal solvent} by tlie mysteries of the Rosicrucians 
by the patronage of fortune-tellers, even. Wholly 
absorbed in spiritual researches—having, in fact, no 
vital interest in anything else— I soon developed into 
what is called a Medium. I  discovered, at the outset, 
that the peculiar condition to be attained before the 
tables would begin to move could be produced at will. 
I  also found that the passive state into which I naturally 
fell had a tendency to prove that trance or suspension 
of the will which I had discovered when a boy. 
External consciousness,, however, did not wholly 
depart. I  saw the circle of inquirers around me—  
but dimly, and as phantoms— while the impressions 
which passed over my brain seemed to wear visible 
forms and to speak with audible voices.

I  cfid not doubt, at the time, that spirits visited me, 
and that they made use of my body to communicate 
with those who could hear them in no other way. Beside 
the pleasant intoxication of the semi-trance, I  felt a 
rare joy in the knowledge that I was elected above 
other men to be their interpreter. Let me endeavour 
to describe the nature of this possession. Sometimes, 
even before a spirit would be called for, the figure of 
the person, as it existed in the mind of the inquirer, 
Would suddenly present itself to me—not to my 
outward senses, but to my interior, instinctive know­
ledge. I f  the recollection of the other embraced also 
the voice, I  heard the voice in the same manner, and 
unconsciously imitated it. The answers to the ques­
tions I  knew by the same instinct, as soon as the 
questions were spoken. I f  the question was vague, 
asked for information rather than confirmation, either 
no answer came, or there was an impression of a wish of 
what the answer might be, or, at times, some strange 
involuntary sentence sprang to my lips. When I 
wi’ote, my hand appeared to move of itself) yet the 
words it wrote invariably passed through my mind. 
Even when blindfolded, there was no difference in its 
performance. The same powers developed themselves 
in a still greater degree in Miss Fetters. The spirits



13
which spoke most readily through her were those of 
men, even coarse and rude characters, which came 
unsummoned. Two or three of the other members of 
our circle were able to produce motions in the table: 
they could even feel, as they asserted, the touch of 
spiritual hands; but, however much they desired it, 
they were never personally possessed as we, and 
therefore could not properly be called Mediums.

These investigations were not regularly carried on.. 
Occasionally the interest of the circle flagged, until it 
was renewed by the visit of some apostle of the new 
faith, usually accompanied by a “ Preaching Medium.” 
Among those whose presence especially conduced to 
keep alivo the flame of spiritual inquiry, was a gentle­
man named Stilton, the editor of a small monthly 
periodical entitled “ Revelations from the Interior.” 
Without being himself a Medium, he was nevertheless 
thoroughly conversant with the various phenomena of 
Spiritualism, and both spoke and wrote in the dialect 
which its followers adopted. He was a man of varied 
but not profound learning, an active intellect, giving 
and receiving impressions with equal facility, and 
with an unusual combination of concentrativeness and 
versatility in his nature. A  certain inspiration was 
connected with his presence. His personality over­
flowed upon and influenced others. “ My mind is not 
sufficiently submissive,” he would say, “ to receive 
impressions from the spirits, but my atmosphere 
attracts them and encourages them to speak.” He 
was a stout, strongly built man, with coarso black 
hah-, grey eyes, large animal mouth, square jaws, and 
short, thick neck. Had his hair been cropped close, 
he would have looked very much like a prize-fighter; 
but he wore it long, parted in the middle, and as meek 
in expression as its stifTwaves would allow.

Stilton soon became the controlling spirit of our 
circle. His presence really seemed, as he said, to 
encourage the spirits. Never before had the manifes­
tations been so abundant or so surprising. Miss 
Fetters, especially, astonished us by the vigour, of.her
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possessions. Not only Samson and Peter the Great, 
but Gibbs the Pirate, Black Hawk, and Joe Manton, 
who had died the previous year in a fit of delirium- 
tremens, prophesied, strode, swore, and smashed 

' things in turn, by means of her frail little body. As 
Cribb, a noted pugilist of the last century, she floored 
an incautious spectator, givingTiim a black eye which 
he wore for a fortnight afterwards. Singularly 
enough, my visitors were of the opposite cast. Hypa­
tia, Petrarch, Mary Magdalen, Abelard, and, oftenest 
of all, Shelley, proclaimed mystic truths from my lips. 
They usually spoke in inspired monologues, without 
announcing themselves beforehand, and often without 
giving any clue to their personality. A practised 
stenographer, engaged by Mr. Stilton, took down 
many of these communications as they were spoken, 
and they were afterwards published in the “ Revela­
tions.” It was also remarked, that, while Miss 
Fetters employed violent gestures, and seemed to 
possess a superhuman strength, I, on the contrary, sat 
motionless, pale, and with little sign of life except in 
my voice, which, though low, was clear and dramatic 
in its modulations. Stilton explained this difference 
without hesitation. “ Miss Abby,” he said, “ possesses 
soul-matter of a texture to which the souls of these 
strong men naturally adhere. In the spirit-land the 
superfluities repel each other; the individual souls 
seek to remedy their imperfections; in the union of 
opposites only is to be found the great harmonia of 
life. You, John, move upon another plane: through 
what in you is undeveloped, these developed spirits 
are attracted.”
: For two or three years, I  must admit, my life was 
a very happy one. Not only were those occasional 
trances an intoxication, nay, a coveted indulgence, but 
they cast a consecration over my life. My restored 
faith rested on the sure evidence of my own experi­
ence; my new creed contained no harsh or repulsive 
feature; I  heard the same noble sentiments which I 
uttered in such moments repeated by my associates in
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the faith, and I devoutly believed that a complete 
regeneration of the human race was at hand. Never­
theless, it struck me sometimes as singular that many 
of the Mediums whom I met—men and women chosen 
by spiritual hands to the same high office—excited in 
my mind that instinct of repulsion on which I  had 
learned to rely as a sufficient reason for avoiding 
certain persons. Far as it would have been from my 
mind, at that time, to question the manifestations 
which accompanied them, I  could not smother my 
distrust of their characters. Miss Fetters, whom I 
so frequently met, was one of the most disagreeable. 
Her cold, thin lips, pale eyes, and lean figure gave me 
a singular impression of voracious hunger. Her 
presence was often announced to me by a chill 
shudder, before I  saw her. Centuries ago one of her 
ancestors must have been a ghoul or vampire. The 
trance of possession seemed, with her, to be a form of 
dissipation, in which she indulged a3 she might have 
catered for a baser appetite. The new religion was 
nothing to her: I believe she valued it only on account 
of the importance she obtained among its followers. 
Her father, a vain, weak-minded man, who kept a 
grocery in the town, was himself a convert.

Stilton had an answer for every doubt. No matter 
how tangled a labyrinth might be exhibited to him, 
he walked straight through it.

“ How is it,” I asked him, “ that so many of my 
fellow Mediums inspire me with an instinctive dislike 
and mistrust?”

“ By mistrust you mean dislike,” he answered; 
“ since you know of no reason to doubt their charac­
ters. The elements of soul-matter are differently 
combined in different individuals, and there are 
affinities and repulsions, just as there are in the 
chemical elements. Your feeling is chemical, not 
moral. A  want of affinity does not necessarily imply 
an existing evil in the other party. In the present 
ignorance of the world, our true affinities can only be 
imperfectly felt and indulged; and the entire freedom
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which we shall obtain in this respect is the greatest 
happiness of the spirit-life.”

Another time I asked, “ How is it that the spirits 
of great authors speak so tamely to us? Shukspeare, 
last night, wrote a passage which he would have been 
heartily ashamed of, as a living man. We know that 
a spirit spoke, calling himself Shakspeare; but, judg­
ing from his communication, it could not have been 
he.”

“ It probably was not,” said Mr. Stilton. “ Iam . 
convinced that all malicious spirits are at work to 
interrupt the communications from the higher spheres. 
We were thus deceived by one professing to be Ben­
jamin Franklin, who drew for us the plan of a 
machine for splitting shingles, which we had fabri­
cated and patented at considerable expense. On trial, 
however, it proved to be a miserable failure, a 
complete mockery. . When the spirit was again 
summoned, ho refused to speak, but shook the table 
to express his malicious laughter, went off, and has 
never since returned. My friend, we know but the 
alphabet of Spiritualism—the mere A  B C: we can no 
more expect to master the immortal language in a day 
than a child to read Plato after learning his letters.”

Many of those who had been interested in the usual 
phenomena gradually dropped off, tired, and perhaps a 
little ashamed, in the reaction following their excite­
ment; but there were continual accessions to our ranks, 
and we formed, at last, a distinct clan or community. 
Indeed, the number of secret believers in Spiritualism 
would never be suspected by the uninitiated. In the 
sect, however, as in Masonry and the Catholic Church, 
there are circles within circles—concentric rings, 
whence you can look outwards, but not inwards, and 
where he alone who stands at the centre is able to 
to perceive everything. Such an inner circle was at, 
last formed in our town. Its object, according to 
Stilton, with whom the plan originated, was to obtain, 
a purer spiritual atmosphere, by the exclusion of all 
but Mediums, and those non-mediumistic believers in.
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whoso presence the spirits felt at ease, and thus invito 
communications from the farther and purer spheres. '

In fact, the result seemed to justify the plan. Tho 
character of tho trance, as I  had frequently observed, 
is vitiated by the consciousness that disbelievers are 
present. The more perfect the atmosphere of credulity, 
the more satisfactory the manifestations. The expect­
ant company, the dim light, the conviction that a 
wonderful revelation was about to dawn upon us, 
excited my imagination, and my trance was really a 
sort of delirium, in which I  spoke with a passion and 
an eloquence I had never before exhibited. The fear, 
which had previously haunted me, at times, of giving 
my brain and tongue into the control of an unknown 
power, was forgotten; yet, more than ever, I was 
conscious of some strong controlling influence, and 
experienced a reckless pleasure in permitting myself 
to be governed by it. “ Prepare,” I concluded (I quote 
from the report in the “ Revelations”), “ prepare, sons 
of men, for the dawning day! Prepare for the second 
and perfect regeneration of man! For the prison- 
chambers have been broken into, and the light from 
the interior shall illuminate the external! Ye shall 
enjoy spiritual and passional freedom. Your guides 
shall no longer be the despotism of ignorant laws, nor, 
the whip of an imaginary conscience, but the natural 
impulses of your nature, which are the melody of Life 
and the natural affinities, which are its harmony! The, 
reflections from the upper spheres shall irradiate the 
lower, and Deatli is the triumphal arch through which 
we pass from glory to glory!” .

------1 have here paused, deliberating whether I
should proceed farther in my narrative. But no; if  
any good is to be accomplished by these confessions, 
the reader must walk with me through the dark laby­
rinth which follows. He must walk over what may 
be considered delicate ground, but he shall not bo 
harmed. One feature of the trance condition is too 
remarkable, too important in its consequences, to be 
qverlooked. It is a feature of which many Mediums.
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are undoubtedly ignorant, the existence of which is 
not even suspected by thousands of honest Spiritualists.

Let me again anticipate the regular course of my 
narrative, and example. A suspension of the Will, 
when indulged in for any length of time, produces a 
suspension of that inward consciousness of good and 
evil which we call Conscience, and which can be 
actively exercised only through the medium of tho 
Will. The mental faculties and the moral perceptions 
lie down together in the same passive sleep. The 
subject is, therefore, equally liable to receive impres­
sions from the minds of others, and from their passions 
and lusts. Besides this, the germs of all good and of 
all evil are implanted in the nature of every human 
being; and even when some appetite is buried in a 
crypt so deep that its existence is forgotten, let the 
warder be removed, and it will gradually work its way 
to the light. Persons in the receptive condition which 
belongs to the trance may be surrounded by honest and 
pure-minded individuals, and receive no harmful 
impressions. They may even, if  of a healthy spiritual 
temperament, resist for a time the aggressions of evil 
influences; but the final danger is always the same. 
The state of the Medium, therefore, may be described as 
one in which the Will is passive, the Conscience 
passive, the outward senses partially (sometimes 
wholly) suspended, the mind helplessly subject to the 
operations of other minds, and the passions and desires 
released from all restraining influences. I  make the 
statement boldly, after long and careful reflection, and 
severe self-examination.

As I said before, I did not entirely lose my external 
consciousness, although it was very dim and dream­
like. On returning to the natural state, my recollec­
tion of what had occurred during the trance became 
equally dim; but I retained a general impression of the 
character of the possession. I knew that some foreign 
influence—the spirit of a dead poet, or hero, or saint, 
I  then believed—governed me for the time; that I gave 
utterance to thoughts unfamiliar to my mind in its
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conscious state; and that my own individuality was 
lost, or so disguised that I  could no longer recognize 
it. This very circumstance made the trance an 
indulgence, a spiritual intoxication, no less fascinating 
than that of the body, although accompanied by a 
similar reaction. Yet, behind all, dimly evident to 
me, there was an element of terror. There were 
times when, back of the influences which spoke 
with my voice, rose another—a vast, overwhelming, 
threatening power, the nature of which I could not 
grasp, but which I knew was evil. Even when in my 
natural state, listening to the harsh utterances of Miss 
Fetters or the lofty spiritual philosophy of Mr. Stilton, I 
have felt, for a single second, the touch of an icy wind, 
accompanied by a sensation of unutterable dread.

Our secret circle had not held many sessions before 
a remarkable change took place in the character of the 
revelations, Mr. Stilton ceased to report them for his 
paper.

“ We are on the threshold, at last,” said he. “ The 
secrets of the ages lie beyond. The hands of spirits 
are now lifting the veil, fold by fold. Let us not be 
startled by what we hear: let us show that our eyes 
can bear the light; that we are competent to receive 
the wisdom of the higher spheres, and live according 
to it.”

■ Miss Fetters was more than ever possessed by the 
spirit of Joe Manton, whose allowance of grog having 
been cut off too suddenly by his death, he was contin­
ually clamouring for a dram.

“ I  tell you,” yelled he, or rather she, “ I won’t 
stand sich meanness. I  ha’n’t come all the way here 
for nothin’. I’ll knock Erasmus all to thunder, if you 
go for to turn me out dry, and let him come in.”

Mr. Stilton thereupon handed him, or her, a tumbler 
half full of brandy, which she gulped down at a 
single swallow. Joe Manton presently retired to 
make room for Erasmus, who spoke for some time 
in Latin, or what appeared to be Latin. None 
of us could make much of itj but Mr. Stiltoa
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.declared that the Latin pronunciation of Erasmus was 
probably different from ours, or that he might have 
learned the true Roman accent from Cicero and. 
Seneca, with whom, doubtless, ho was now on intimate 
terms. As Erasmus generally concluded by throwing 
his arms, or rather the arms of Miss Fetters, around 
the neck of Mr. Stilton—his spirit fraternizing, ap­
parently, with the spirit of the latter—we greatly 
regretted that his communications were unintelligible, 
on account of the superior wisdom which they might 
bo supposed to contain.

I  confess I  cannot recall the part I  played in what 
would have been a pitiable farce, if it had not been so 
terribly tragical, without a feeling of utter shame. 
Nothing but my profound sympathy for the thousands, 
and tens of thousands who are still subject to the 
same delusion could compel me to such a sacrifice of 
pride. Curiously enough (as I  thought then, but not 
now), the enunciation of sentiments opposed to my 
moral sense— the abolition, in fact, of all moral 
restraint—came from my lips, while the actions of 
Miss Fetters hinted at their practical application. 
Upon the ground that the interests of the soul were, 
paramount to all human laws and customs, I  declared 
—or rather, my voice declared—that self-denial was a 
fatal error, to which half the misery of mankind could 
be traced; that the passions, held ns slaves, exhibited 
only the brutish nature of slaves, and would be exalted 
and glorified by entire freedom; and that our boIo 
guidance ought to come from the voices of the spirits 
who communicated with us, instead of the imperfect 
laws constructed by our benighted fellow men. How. 
clear and logical, how lofty, these doctrines seemed! 
If, at times, something in their nature repelled me, I  
simply attributed it to the fact that I  was still but a 
neophyte in the Spiritual Philosophy, and incapable 
of perceiving the truth with entire clearness.

Mr. Stilton had a wife: one of those meek, amiable, 
simple-hearted women whose individuality seems to 
he completely, absorbed into that of their husbands.
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When such women are wedded to frank, tenderj 
protecting men, their lives are truly blessed; but they are *' 
willing slaves to the domestic tyrant. They bearuncom* 
plainingly—many of them even without a thought of 
complaint—and die at last with their hearts full of 
lovo for the brutes who have trampled upon them. 
Mrs. Stilton was perhaps forty years of age, of middle 
height, moderately plump in person, with light-brown 
hair, soft, inexpressive grey eyes, and a meek, help­
less, imploring mouth. Her voice was mild and 
plaintive, and its accents of anger (if she ever gave 
utterance to such) could not have been distinguished 
from those of grief. She did not often attend our 
sessions; and it was evident, that, while she endeav­
oured to comprehend the revelations, in order to please 
her husband, their import was very far beyond her 
comprehension. She was now and then a little 
frightened at utterances which no doubt sounded lewd 
or profane to her ears; but after a glance at Mr. 
Stilton’s face, and finding that it betrayed neither 
horror nor surprise, would persuade herself that 
everything must be right.

“ Are you sure,” she once timidly whispered to me,
“ are you very sure, Mr.------ , that there is no danger
of being led astray? It seems strange to me; but 
perhaps I  don’t understand it.”

Her question was so indefinite, that I found it 
difficult to answer. Stilton, however, seeing me 
engaged in endeavouring to make clear to her the 
glories of the new truth, exclaimed, “ That’s right 
John! Your spiritual plane slants through many 
spheres, and has points of contact with a great 
variety of souls. I  hope my wife will be able to see 
the light through you, since I  appear to be too opaque 
for her to receive it from me.”

“ Oh, Abijah!” said.the poor woman, “ you know it 
is my fault. I  try to follow, and I  hope I have faith, 
though I  don’t see everything ns clearly as you do.”

I began also to have my own doubts, as I perceived 
that an “ affinity” was gradually being developed



22
between Stilton and Miss Fetters. She was more 
and more frequently possessed by the spirit of Erasmus, 
whose salutations, on meeting and parting with his 
brother philosopher, were too enthusiastic for merely 
masculine love. But, whenever I  hinted at the 
possibility of mistaking the impulses of the soul, or at 
evil resulting from a too sudden and universal libera­
tion of the passions, Stilton always silenced me with 
his inevitable logic. Having once accepted the 
premises, I  could not avoid the conclusions.

“ When our natures are in harmony with spirit- 
matter throughout the spheres,” he would say, “ our 
impulses will always be in accordance. Or, if  there 
should be any temporary disturbance, arising from our 
necessary intercourse with the gross, blinded multi­
tude,' we can always fly to our spiritual monitors for 
counsel. Will not they, the immortal souls of the 
ages past, who have guided us to a knowledge of the 
truth, assist us also in preserving it pure?”

In spite of this, in spite of my admiration of Stilton’s 
intellect, and my yet unshaken faith in Spiritualism, I 
was conscious that the harmony of the circle was 
becoming impaired to me. Was I falling behind in 
spiritual progress? Was I  too weak to be the medium 
for the promised revelations? I  threw myself again 
and again into the trance, with a recklessness of soul 
which fitted mo to receive any, even the darkest 
impressions, to catch and proclaim every guilty whis­
per of the senses, and, while under the influence of the 
excitement, to exult in the age of license which I  
believed to be at hand. But darker, stronger grew the 
terror which lurked behind- this spiritual carnival. 
A  more tremendous power than that which I now 
recognized as coming from Stilton’s brain was present, 
and I  saw myself whirling nearer and nearer to its 
grasp. I  felt, by a sort of blind instinct, too vague to 
be expressed, that some demoniac agency had thrust 
itself into the manifestations, perhaps had been 
mingled with them from the outset.

For two or three months, my life was the strangest
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mixture of happiness and misery. I  walked about 
with the sense of some crisis hanging over me. My 
“ possessions” became fiercer and wilder, and the 
reaction so much more exhausting that I  fell into the 
habit of restoring myself by means of the bottle of 
brandy which Mr. Stilton took care should be on 
hand, in case of a visit from Joe Manton. Miss 
Fetters, strange to say, was not in the least affected 
by the powerful draughts she imbibed. But, at the 
same time, my waking life was growing brighter and 
brighter under the power of a new and delicious 
experience. My nature is eminently social, and I had 

m  not been able—indeed, I did not desire—wholly to
2  withdraw myself from intercourse with non-believers. 

There was too much in society that was congenial to
^  me to be given up. My instinctive dislike to Miss 
^ Abby Fetters, and my compassionate regard for Mrs. 
p Stilton’s weakness, only served to render the company 
Lq of intelligent, cultivated women more attractive to me. 
•> Among those whom I met most frequently was Miss 
i-j Agnes Honeywood, a calm, unobtrusive girl, the 
r, characteristic of whose face was sweetness rather than 
il  beauty, while the first feeling she inspii-ed was respect
3  rather than admiration. She had just that amount 

of self-possession which conceals without conquering 
the sweet timidity of woman. Her voice was low, yet 
clear; and her mild eyes, I found, were capable, on 
occasion, of both flashing and melting. Why describe 
her? I  loved her before I  knew it; but, with the 
consciousness of my love, that clairvoyant sense on 
which I had learned to depend failed for the first time. 
Did she love me? When I sought to answer the 
question in her presence, all was confusion within.

This was not the only now influence which entered 
into and increased the tumult of my mind. The other 
half of my two-sided nature—the cool, reflective, 
investigating faculty—had been gradually ripening, 
and the questions which it now began to present 
seriously disturbed the complacency of' my theories. 
I saw that I  had accepted many things on very
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unsatisfactory evidence; but, on the other hand, there 
■was much for which I could find no other explanation. 
Let me be frank, and say, that I do not now pretend 
to explain all the phenomena of Spiritualism. This, 
however, I  determined to do: to ascertain, if possible, 
whether the influences which governed me in the 
trance state came from the persons around, from the 
exercise of some independent faculty of my own mind, 
or really and truly from the spirits of the dead. Mr. 
Stilton appeared to notice that some internal conflict 
was going on; but he said nothing in regard to it, 
and, as events proved, he entirely miscalculated its 
character.

I  said to myself, “ I f  this chaos continues, it will 
drive me mad. Let me have one bit of solid earth 
beneath my feet, and I  can stand until it subsides. 
Let me throw over the best bower of the heart, since 
all the anchors of the mind are dragging!” I  sum­
moned resolution. I  made that desperate venture 
which no true man makes without a pang of forced 
courage; but, thank God! I did not make it in vain. 
Agnes loved me; and in the deep, quiet bliss which 
this knowledge gave I  felt the promise of deliverance. 
She knew and lamented my connection with the 
Spiritualists; but, perceiving my mental condition 
from the few intimations which I  dared to give her, 
discreetly held her peace. But I could read the 
anxious expression of that gentle face none the less.

My first endeavour to solve the new questions was 
to check the abandon of the trance condition, and 
interfuse it with more of sober consciousness. It was 
a difficult task; and nothing but the circumstance that 
my consciousness had never been entirely lost enabled 
me to make any progress. I  finally succeeded, as I  

. imagined (certainty is impossible), in separating the 
different influences which impressed'me—perceiving 
where one terminated and the other commenced, or 
where two met and my mind vibrated from one to the 
other until the stronger prevailed, or where a thought 
which seemed to originate in my own brain took the
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lead and swept away with me like the mad rush of a 
prairie colt. When out of the trance, I noticed 
attentively the expressions made use of by Mr. Stilton 
and the other members of the circle, and was surprised 
to find how many of them I had reproduced. But 
might they not, in the first place, have been derived 
from me? And what was the vague, dark Presence 
which still overshadowed me at such times? What 
was that Power which I  had tempted—which we 
were all tempting, every time we met—and which 
continually drew nearer and became more threatening? 
I knew not; and I  know not. I  would rather not 
speak or think of it any more.

My suspicions with regard to Stilton and Miss 
Fetters were confirmed by a number of circumstances 
which I need not describe. That he should treat his 
wife in a harsh, ironical manner, which the poor 
woman felt, but could not understand, did not surprise 
me; but at other times there was a treacherous 
tenderness about him. He would dilate eloquently 
upon the bliss of living in accordance with the 
spiritual harmonies. Among us, he said, there could 
be no more hatred, or mistrust, or jealousy; nothing 
but love, pure, unselfish, perfect Jove. “ You, my 
dear” (turning to Mrs. Stilton), “ belong to a sphere 
which is included within my own, and share in my 
harmonies and affinities; yet the soul-matter which 
adheres to you is of a different texture from mine. 
Yours has also its independent affinities: I  see and 
respect them: and even though they might lead our 
bodies—our outward, material lives—away from one 
another, we should still be true to that glorious light 
of love which permeates all Boul-matter.”

“ Oh, Abijah!” cried Mrs. Stilton, really distressed, 
“ how can you say such a thing of me? You know I  
can never adhere to anybody else but you!”

Stilton would then call in my aid to explain his 
meaning, asserting that I  had a faculty of reaching 
his wife’s intellect, which he did not himself possess. 
Feeling a certain sympathy for her painful confusion
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of mind, I did my best to give his words an interpre­
tation which soothed her fears. Then she begged his 
pardon, taking all the blame to her own Btupidity, and 
received his grudged, unwilling kiss with a restored 
happiness which pained me to the heart.

I had a growing presentiment of some approaching 
catastrophe. I  felt, distinctly, the presence of un­
hallowed passions in our circle; and my steadfast love 
for Agnes, borne thither in my bosom, seemed like a 
pure white dove in a cage of unclean birds. Stilton 
held me from him by the superior strength of his 
intellect. I  began to mistrust, even to hate him, 
while I was still subject to his power, and unable to 
acquaint him with the change in my feelings. Miss 
Fetters was 6 0  repulsive that I never spoke to her 
when it could be avoided. I  had tolerated her, 
heretofore, for the sake of her spiritual gift; but now, 
■when I began to doubt the authenticity of that gift, 
her hungry eyes, her thin lips, her flat breast, and 
cold, dry hands, excited in mo a sensation of absolute 
abhorrence.

The doctrine of Affinities had some time before 
been adopted by the circle, as a part of the Spiritual 
Truth. Other circles, with which we were in com­
munication, had also received the same revelation; 
and the ground upon which it was based, in fact, 
rendered its acceptance easy. Even I, shielded as I 
was by the protecting arms of a pure love, sought in 
vain for arguments to refute a doctrine, the practical 
operations of which I saw might be so dangerous. 
The soul had a right to seek its kindred soul: that I 
could not deny. Having found, they belonged to each 
other. Love is the only law which those who love 
are bound to obey. I shall not repeat all the sophistry 
whereby these positions were strengthened. The i 
doctrine soon blossomed and bore fruit, the nature of ! 
which left no doubt as to the character of the tree.

The catastrophe came sooner than I had anticipated, s 
and partly through my own instrumentality; though, j 
•in any case, it must finally have come. We were met j
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together at the house of one of the most zealous and 
fanatical believers. There were but eight persons 
present: the host and his wife (an equally zealous 
proselyte), a middle-aged bachelor neighbour, Mr. 
and Mrs. Stilton, Miss Fetters, and her father, and 
myself. It was a still, cloudy, sultry evening, after 
one of those dull, oppressive days when all the bad 
blood in a man seems to be uppermost in his veins. 
The manifestations upon the table, with which wo 
commenced, were unusually rapid and lively. “ I am 
convinced,” said Mr. Stilton, “ that we shall receive 
important revelations to-night. My own mind pos­
sesses a clearness and quickness, which, I  have 
noticed, always precede the visit of a superior spirit. 
Let us be passive and receptive, my friends. We are 
but instruments in the hands of loftier intelligences, 
and only through our obedience can this second advent 
of truth be fulfilled.”

He looked at me with that expression which I  so 
well knew, as the signal for a surrender of my will. 
I  had come rather unwillingly, for I  was getting 
heartily tired of the business, and longed to shake off 
my habit of (spiritual) intoxication, which no longer 
possessed any attraction since I  had been allowed to 
visit Agnes as an accepted lover. In fact, I  continued 
to hold my place in the circle principally for the 
sake of satisfying myself with regard to the real 
nature and causes of the phenomena. On this night, 
something in Mr. Stilton’s face arrested my attention, 
and a rapid inspiration flashed through my mind. 
“ Suppose,” I  thought, “ I allow the usual effect to be 
produced, yet reverse the character of its operation? 
I  am convinced that he has been directing the current 
of my thought according to his will; let me now 
render myself so thoroughly passive, that my mind, 
like a mirror, shall reflect what passes through his, 
retaining nothing of my own except the simple con­
sciousness of what I  am doing.” Perhaps this was 
exactly what he desired. He sat, bending forward a 
little over the table, his square jaws firmly set, his 
'eyes hidden beneath their heavy brows, and every
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long, wiry hair on his head in its proper place. I  
fixed.my eyes upon him, threw my mind into a state 
of perfect receptivity, and waited.

It was not long before I felt his approach. Shadow 
after shadow flitted across the still mirror of my 
inward sense. Whether the thoughts took words in 
his brain or in mine—whether I  first caught his 
disjointed musings, and, by their utterance reacting 
upon him, gave system and development to his 
thoughts—I cannot tell. But this I know: what I  
said came wholly from him, not from the slandered 
spirits of the dead, not from the vagaries of my own 
imagination, but from Atm. "Listen to me I” I said.
“ In the flesh I  was a martyr to the Truth, and I am 
permitted to communicate only with those whom the 
Truth has made free. You are the heralds of the 
great day. You have climbed from sphere to 
sphere, until now you stand near the fountains of 
light. But it is not enough that you see: your lives 
must reflect the light. The inward vision is for you, 
but the outward manifestation thereof is for the souk 
of others. Fulfil the harmonies in the flesh. Be the 
living music, not the silent instruments.”

There was more, much more of this—a plenitude of 
eloquent sound, which seems to embody sublime ideas, 
but which, carefully examined, contains no more pal­
pable substance than sea-froth. I f  the reader will 
take the trouble to read an “ Epic of the Starry 
Heavens,” the production of a Spiritual Medium, he 
will find several hundred pages of the same character. 
But, by degrees, the revelation descended to details, 
and assumed a personal application, “ In you, in all 
of you, the spiritual harmonies are still violated,” was 
the conclusion. “ You, Abijah Stilton, who are chosen 
to hold up the light of truth to the world, require that 
a transparent soul, capable of transmitting that light 
to you, should be allied to yours. Sho who is called 
your wife is a clouded lens: she can receive the light
only through John--------- , who is her true spiritual
Jhusband, as Abby Fetters is your true spiritual wife!”

I  was here conscious of a sudden cessation of the .
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influence which forced mo to speak, and stopped. 
The members of the circle opposite to me—the host, 
his wife, neighbour, and old Mr. Fetters—were silent, 
but their faces exhibited more satisfaction than 
astonishment. My eye fell upon Mrs. Stilton. Her 
face was pale, her eyes widely opened, and her lips 
dropped apart, with a stunned, bewildered expression. 
It was the blank face of a woman walking in her 
sleep. These observations were accomplished in an 
instant; for Miss Fetters, suddenly possessed with the 
spirit of Black Hawk, sprang upon her feet. “ Ugh! 
ugh!” she exclaimed, in a deep, harsh voice, “ where’s 
the pale-face? Black Hawk, he like him—ho love 
him much!”—and therewith threw her arms around 
Stilton, fairly lifting him off his feet. “ Ugh! fire­
water for Black Hawk!—big Injun drink!”—and she 
tossed off a tumbler of brandy. By this time I had 
wholly recovered my consciousness, but remained 
silent, stupefied by the extraordinary scene.

Presently Miss Fetters became more quiet, and the 
possession left her, “ My friends,” said Stilton, in his 
cold, unmoved voice, “ I  feel that the spirit has spoken 
truly. We must obey our spiritual affinities, or our 
great and glorious mission will bo unfulfilled. Let us 
rather rejoice that we have been selected as the 
instruments to do this work. Come to me, Abby; 
and you, Rachel, remember that our harmony is not 
disturbed, but only made more complete.”

“ Abijah!” exclaimed Mrs. Stilton, with a pitiful 
cry, while the tears burst hot and fast from her eyes; 
“ dear husband, what does this mean? Oh, don't tell 
me that I’m to be cast off! You promised to love me 
and care for me, Abijah! I ’m not bright, I  know, 
but I’ll try to understand you; indeed I will! Oh,
don’t bo so cruel!—don’t”------ And the poor creature’s
voice completely gave way.

She dropped on the floor at his feet, and lay there, 
sobbing piteously.

“ Rachel, Rachel,” said he—and his face was not 
quite so calm as his voice—“ don’t be rebellious. We 
are governed by a higher Power. This is all for our
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own good, and for the good of the world. Besides; 
ours was not a perfect affinity. You will be much 
happier with John, as he harmonizes------ ”

I  could endure it no longer. Indignation, pity, 
the full energy of my will, possessed me. He lost his 
power over me then, and for ever.

“ What!” I  exclaimed, “ you, blasphemer, beast that 
you are, you dare to dispose of your honest wife in 
this infamous way, that you may be free to indulge 
your own vile appetites?—you, who have outraged 
the dead and the living alike, by making me utter 
your forgeries? Take her back, and let this disgrace­
ful scene end! Take her back, or I will give you a 
brand that shall last to the end of your days!”

He turned deadly pale, and trembled. I knew that 
he made a desperate effort to bring me under the 
control of his will, and laughed mockingly as I saw 
his knit brow and the swollen veins in his temples. 
As for the others, they seemed paralyzed by the 
suddenness and fierceness of my attack. He wavered 
but for an instant, however, and his self-possession 
returned.

“ Ha!” he exclaimed, “ it is the Spirit of Evil that 
speaks in him! The Devil himself has risen to destroy 
our glorious fabric! Help me, friends! help me to 
bind him, and to silence his infernal voice, before ho 
drives the pure spirits from our mid3tl”

With that he advanced a step towards me, and 
raised a hand to seize my arm, while the others 
followed behind. But I was too quick for him. Weak 
as I was, in comparison, rage gave me strength, and 
a blow, delivered with the rapidity of lightning, just 
under the chin, laid him senseless on the floor. Mrs. 
Stilton screamed and threw herself over him. The 
rest of the company remained as if  stupefied. The j 
storm which had been gathering all the evening at ; 
the same instant broke over the house in simultaneous i 
thunder and rain.

I  stepped suddenly to the door, opened it, and drew [ 
a long, deep breath of relief, as I found myself alone 5 
in the darkness. “ Now,” said I, “ I  have done tam- i
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pcring with God’s best gift; I  will bo satisfied with 
the natural sunshine which beams from His Word 
and from His works. I  have learned wisdom at the 
expense of shame 1” I  exulted in my new freedom, 
in my restored purity of soul; and the wind, that 
swept down the dark, lonely street, seemed to exult 
with me. The rains beat upon me, but I  heeded 
them not; nay, I turned aside from the homeward 
path, in order to pass by the house where Agnes 
lived. Her window was dark, and I knew she was 
sleeping, lulled by the storm; but I stood a moment 
below, in the rain, and said aloud, softly,

“ Now, Agnes, I  belong wholly to you I Pray to 
God for me, darling, that I may never lose the true 
light I  have found at last!”

My healing, though complete in the end, was not 
instantaneous. The habit of the trance, I found, had 
really impaired the action of my will. I  experienced 
a periodic tendency to return to it, which I have been 
able to overcome only by the most vigorous efforts. 
I found it prudent, indeed, to banish from my 
mind, os far as was possible, all subjects, all memories, 
connected with Spiritualism. In this work I  was 
aided by Agnes, who now possessed my entire con­
fidence, and who willingly took upon herself the 
guidance of my mind at those seasons when my own 
governing faculties flagged. Gradually my mental 
health returned, and I am now beyond oil danger of 
ever again being led into such fatal dissipations. The 
writing of this narrative, in fact, has been a test of 
my ability to overlook and describe my experience 
without being touched by its past delusions. I f  some 
portions of it should not be wholly intelligible to the 
reader, the defect lies in the very nature of the 
subject.

It will be noticed that I have given but a partial 
explanation of the spiritual phenomena. Of the 
genuineness of tho physical manifestations I  am fully 
convinced, and I  can account for them only by the 
supposition of some subtile agency whereby the human 
will operates upon inert matter. Clairvoyance is a
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sufficient explanation of the utterances of the Me­
diums; at least of those which I have heard; bul 
there is, as I have said before, something in the back­
ground, which I feel too indistinctly to describe, yel 
which I know to be Evil. I  do not wonder at, though 
I  lament, the prevalence of the belief in Spiritualism, 
In a few individual cases it may have been productive 
of good, but its general tendency is evil. There are 
probably but few Stiltons among- its apostles, few Miss 
Fetterses among its Mediums; but the condition 
which accompanies the trance, as I  have shown, 
inevitably removes the wholesome check which holds 
our baser passions in subjection. The Medium is at 
the mercy of any evil will, and the impressions re­
ceived from a corrupt mind are always liable to be 
accepted by innocent believers as revelations from the 
spirits of the holy dead. I  shall shock many honest 
souls by this confession, but I  hope and believe that 
it may awaken and enlighten others. Its publication 
is necessary, as an expiation for some of the evil 
which has been done through my own instrumentality.

I  learned, two days afterwards, that Stilton ('who 
was not seriously damaged by my blow) had gone to 
New York, taking Miss Fetters with him. Her 
ignorant, weak-minded father was entirely satisfied 
with the proceeding. Mrs. Stilton, helpless and 
heart-broken, remained at tho house where our circle 
had met, with her only child, a boy of threo years of 
age, who, fortunately, inherited her weakness rather 
than his father’s power. Agnes, on learning this, 
insisted on having her removed from associations; 
which were at once unhappy and dangerous. We; 
went together to see her, and, after much persuasion, 
and many painful scenes which I  shall not recapitu­
late, succeeded in sending her to her father, a farmer 
in Connecticut. She still remains there, hoping for 
the day when her guilty husband shall return and be i 
instantly forgiven. j

My task is ended: may it not have been performed a 
in vain I \
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I* itcraturr.
POETS’ CORNER.

O r ig in a l  Do rse t .

Lok ! sure, here's zmmuat terrble queer,
D’ nat'rul rneake I keaper,

The Queen’s gird zcventy pouii'l a-ycar 
To zombody iu Do'tyshire;

I zeod it top o“ |>eaper.
I .'ire ee hs»f to gue" .VI ni'lil,

Who've got this sight of tuuiiuy ;
I beaut in n»'r a bit of viight 
As ever you can rucc* no ligh t;

If doost, ’tis terrble vuuny.
No, tidden Lard-Leattcnaiit, then,

Nor n’ar a judge, nit lawyer,
Nor tidden Squtor Vurgisseu,
Nor none o’ they gurt noblemen,

Au tidden Muster Vloyer.
Well, then, I’ll tell ee, and I waru 

Woust be »’ gUI ’« a bird ;
Of all the vo'k I knows, there 's n’arn 
Of zucli a party wiu-vall far u 

That zoouder I'd unheard.
Well, then, wold Muster H imes, good now,

The Do'sct poor man's pwo-ut,
A got dthick money ; and I d’ low 
Our Quoen could never viud out how 

Much vittier to bestow ut.
Thee get his book aduuded thee,

And I'll lay thee my host coat,
T'will muost a.vrighteu ee to zee 
How much dthick jockey knows o’ we,

An what's athiu our wosscoat.
Hut what in he I muost admires,

H e 's just the zoame lor ever,
He never zits in noo yarm-chairt,
He never gies ustelf noo airs,

Far 411 he be s’ clever.
Ho well deserves, and mid er long 

Kujay, theos elevation,
An uow an than writu down a song,
To gie us, as wc goo along,

A bit o' recreatiou.
Then here's n health, and dree times dree,

To our good Zov’reigu Lcady ;
I hope she'll bide s’ long as we,
Theu change her eutltly crowud for lie

As uevertnuore won’t  vadey. H.

Tub Gems axu Juts or Fartii,
The gems of earth arc far between,

The joys of earth are tew,
But geius and joys are both, 1 ween,

Moro welcome since so new.
If hopes were always realised,

And all bright things proved gold,
If jewels now so dearly prized 

We knew each mine must hold—
Then would they cense to have such weight 

With youth and hoary ago,
Then would their powers ue’er elate 

The ignorant and sage.
0  Wisdom! deep beyond all sight,

Wo trace thy perfect tread
In dispensations which delight,

Imperfectly tho* read.
The geins of earth are far between,

The joys of earth are few,
•Still I the gems, for one, have seen,

The joys have tasted too.
'Twas but the other day, in truth,

A rare, rare gem I found ;
A lover of the voice of youth,

1 sought its silv'ry sound.
Hut e’er I reach’d the cottage door,

The sweet low words of pray'r
Were wafted from that homestead poor,

To charm my raptur'd ear.
1 crept aloug, ntid peering through 

The half clos’d wooden door,
I gaz'd upon a glorious view 

That cheer'd me, aye, and more.
A little child was kneeling there,

Beside her little cot;
How sweetly rose the vesper pray’r,

How blest her mother's lot !
The gems of earth of heaven glow,

Ur they are valueless ;
The joys of earth from heaven flow,

Or else are barrenness. Ione.

LITERARY A R T IC L E S.

SPIRITUALISM.*
Whilst Mr. Carpenter is expounding at the 

Whittington Club the ra tio n a le  of the belief and 
“ believers," aa he terms William Howitt and some 
others, a party who in America had become the wil­
ling dupq of the spiritualist imposture comes forward 
to reveal what he knows about the hallucinations in a 
narrative, not the most highly moral perhaps that 
could be, but by no means uninstructive. Thoroughly 
imbued at one time with the belief himself, the writer 
appears to have beeu unable altogether to shake it 
off; and yet to have felt so much disgust at the 
abuses to which it is capable ot leading, as to adopt 
the resolve of exposing them.

Drmoralihino Tkndrnct op Spiritualism.
" I  do not wonder at,” says lie, “ though I lament, the 

prevalence of the belief in spiritualism. In a few individual 
cases it may have been productive of good, but its general 
tendency it evil. There are probably but few Stiltousf 
among its apostles, few Miss Fettoiaesf among ita mediums; 
but the condition which accompanies the trance, as I have 
shown, inevitably remove* the wholesome check which hold* 
our baser passions in subjection. The medium w at the 
mercy of any evil will, and the impressions received from a 
corrupt mind are always liable to Ire accented by innocent 
believers aa revelations from the spirits of the holy dead. I 
ehsll shock many honest souls by this confession, but I bopu 
and believe that it may awaken and enlighten others. Its 
publication is uecessary as an expiatiou for some of the evil 
which has been done through my own instrumentality.”

•  Ths Cotifnuionn o f  a MtJinm. L indou: H. J , 
Tresidder, Avu Maria Luut*.

♦ Characters meulioucJ iu the Course of hit uariative.

The beet appreciation of the progress in this
species of delusion will, however, be afforded by a 
few extracts

Origin op tiir Hblibp.
“ My education was neither general uor thorough ; hence 

I groped darkly with the psycliologic.il questions which 
were piesentod l» me. Tormented by thorndjuntn whic.li at 
soiuo period of life assail the soul of every thinking mail, I 
was ready to grasp at any solution which otiered, without 
very caretully testing its character. 1 eagerly accepted the 
theory of Auimet Magnetism, which, so tar as it went, was 
satisfactory; but it  only illustrated the powers and iclatio.is 
of the soul in iU present state of existence; it threw iio light 
upon tin t future which I was not willing to take upm faith 
alone. Though sensible to mesmeric influence-., I was uot 
willing that my spiritual nature should be the instrument of 
another's will—that a human being like myself should 
become possessed of all my secrets and sanctities, touching 
the keys of every passion with iiis unhallowed lingers. In 
the phenomena of clairvoyance I *aw only other and more 
subtile manifestations of the power which I knew to exist in 
my own mind. Hence, I soon grew weary of prosecuting 
inquiries which, at best, would fall short of solving my own 
gio.it itttd painful doubt—Docs the human soul continue to 
exist alter death i  T int it could take coguizaucc of tliiugs 
lieyoud tiie reach of the live senses, 1 was already assured. 
This, however, might be a sixth sense, no less material and 
perishable in it* character thau the others. My brain, as yet, 
was too young aud immature to follow the thread of that lofty 
spiritual logic in the light of which such doubts melt away like 
mists of the uiglit. Thus, unc.isy because undeveloped, erring 
because I bad never known Lite necessary guidance, seeking, 
but almost despairing of oiilightcnmcut, I was a tit subject 
for any spiritual epidumic which seemed to offer me a cure 
for worse maladies. A libis junction occurred the phenomena 
known as the “ Rochester Knot-kings.” (My home, let me 
say, is in a small town not tar from New York.) I shared 
in the general interest aroused by the marvellous stories, 
which, being followed by the no less extraordinary display of 
some unknown agency at Norwalk, Connecticut, excited me 
to such u degree that I wss half c inverted to tho new faith 
before I had witnessed any spiritual manifestations. Soon 

I after the arrival of the Misses Fox in New York, 1 visited 
I them in their rooms at the Howard House. Impressed by 

their quiet, natural demeanour, the absc-uee of auythiug 
savouring of jugglery, and the peculiar character of the imps 
and movements of the table, 1 asked my questions aud ap­
plied my tests, in a passive, if uot u believing frame of uiiud. ' 
In fact, I bad uot long boon seated, before tlie noises became | 
loud and fn-quent. ‘ 1’hc spirits like to coinmuuicate with I 
you,' said Mrs. Fish : * you seem to be nearer to them than 
most people.’ 1 summoned, iu succession, the spirits of my | 
mother, a younger brother, aud a cousin to whom I  had been 
much attached in boyhood, and obtained correct answers to | 
all my questions. 1 did not then remark, wliat has since 
occurred to me, that these questions concerned things which i 
1 knew, aud that the answers to them were distinctly iin- | 
pressed on my mind at the time. The result of one of my | 
tests made a very deep impression upon me. Having 
mentally selected a friend whom I had met in the train that 
moriiiug, I asked,' Will the spirit whose uame is now iu m,v 
mind communicate with me ' To this came the answer, 
slowly rapped out, on calling over tlie alphabet, 1 tic  is 
living!' I returned home very much puzzled. Precisely 
those features of the exhibition (let me cull it such) which 
repulse others attracted me. The searching daylight, ths 
plain, matter-of-fact character of the manifestations, the 
absence of all solemnity aud mystery, impressed me favour­
ably towards the spiritual theory. If disembodied souls, I 
said, really exist, and can communicate with those iu the 
flesh, why should they choose moonlight or daikucst, grave­
yards or lonely bed-chambers, for their visitations ? What i* 
to hinder them from speaking at times and in places where 
the souses of men are fully awake and alert, rattier than 
when they are liable to l»e the dupes of the imagination ? 
In such reflections as these I was tho unconscious dupe of 
my own imagination, while supposing myjelf thoroughly 
impartial and critical."

Circles, lie tells us, soon began to be formed for 
tabltfMiioving, and this was tlie

P rookbss or tub Infatuation.
“ A few evenings after tins we met again. Those who 

; were most incredulous happened to lie absent, while, acci­
dentally, their places were tilled by persons whose tempera­
ments disposed them to a passive seriousness. Among these 

I was a girl ot sixteen—Miss Abby Fetters—a pale, delicate 
creature, with blond hair and light blue eyes, ('bailee placed 

| her next to me iu forming the ring, and her right linud lay 
i lightly upon mjr left. We stood around a heavy circular 
| dmiug-table. A complete silence was preserved, and all 
; minds gradually sank mto a quiet, passive expectancy. Iu 

about ten minutes I began to feel, or to imagine that I felt,
| a stream of light—if light were a palpable substance—a 

something far finer aud more subtile than an electric current,
; passing from the hand ot Miss Fetters through my own into 

the table. Presently the great w-toden mass hegan to move 
| —stopped—moved again—turned in a circle, we following.
I without changing the position of our bauds—and finally 

Iwgaii to rock from side to side, with increasing violence.
I Some of tlie circle were thrown off by the movements;

others withdrew their hands iu affright: and but four, among 
1 whom were Miss Fetters and myself, retained their hoi I. 

My outward consciousness appeared to las somewhat be­
numbed, as if by some present fascination or approaching 
trance; but I retained curiosity enough to look at my com­
panion. Her eyes, sparkling with a strange, steady light, 
were fixed upon the table ; her breath came quick ami short, 
and her cheek had lost every trace ot colour. .Suddenly, as 
if by a spasmodic effort, she removed her hand*; I did tlie 
same, and tlie table stopped. She threw herself into a seat, 
as if exhauste I ; yet, during the whole time, not a muscle ot 
the hand winch lay upon mine had stirred. I solemnly 
declare that tny own hands had been equally passive, yet 1 
experienced tho same feeling of fatigue—uot muscular 
fatigue, but a sense of dadnes*, as if every drop of nervous 
energy had been suddenly taken from me. Further experi­
ments the same evening showed that we two, either toge­
ther or alone, were able to produce tlie same phenomena 
without tin* assistance of the others present. We did uot 
succeed, however, iu obtaining any nuswer* to our questions, 
uor were any of us iiupte.'.ed b\ the idea that the spirits ol 
the dead were among us. Iii fact, tin e table-movings would 
not, of themselves, suggest tlie idea of a spiritual manifesta­
tion. “ The table is bewitched,” said Thompson, a hard- 
headed young fellow, without a particle of imagination; 
ami this was really the first impression of all : some unknown 
force, latent iii the dead matter, bad boon calhsl into action. 
Still, this conclusion was so stnuigr, *>■ incredible, that 
the ageucy ol supernatural intelligences finally presented 
itself to my mind as the readiest solution. It was not long 
before we obtained rappiugs, mid weio enabled to repeat ell 
the expeiunvnls winch I hod tried during my visit to the 
Fox family. The KpinUot mu deceased relatives and li tends 
announced themselves, mid gmeially gave a correct account 
of their earthly liv. s. I most coulees, however, that, when­
ever wo attempted to piy into the till lire, we usually received 
answers as ambiguous ns those of the Grectau m ade', or 
predictions wlncli tailed to lie realised. Violent knocks or 
other uniuly demonstrations would sometimes interrupt an 
intelligent communication which promised us some light on 
the other life. These, we were told, were occasioned by evil 
or mischievous spirits, whose delight it was to create dis­
turbances. They never occurred, I now remember, except 
when Miss Fetteis was present. At the time, wc wore loo 
much absorbed iu our researches to uot ice the fact.

Tho master-spirit was however wanting until the 
Auvrnt or a Pubaching Medium.

“ These investigations were not regularly carried on. Oc­
casionally the interest of the circle (figged, until it was 
renewed by the visit of some apostle of the new faith, 
usually accompanied by a 'Preaching Me limn.’ Among 
those whose presence especially conduced to keep alive the 
flamn of spiritual inquiry, was a gentleman named Stilton, 
the editor of a small monthly periodical entitled “ Revela­
tions from tlie Interior." Without being liimself a Medium, 
he was nevertheless thoroughly conversant with the various 
phenomena of .Spiritualism, and both spoke and wrote iu 
the dialect which it* followers adopted. He was it man 
of vane I hut not profound learning, an active intellect, 
giviug and receiving impressions with equal facility, and 
with an unusual ro nbiuatioii of concentrativeuess and ver­
satility in his nature. A certain inspiration was connected 
witli Ins presence. Ilis |ier«onalily overflowed upon and 
influenced others. ‘ My mind is not sufficiently submissive,' 
be would say, * to receive impressions from the spirits, but 
iny Atmosphere attracts them and encourages them to speak.' 
He was a stout, strongly built man, with coarse black hair, 
grey eyes, large animal tnouMi, square jaws, and short, thick 
neck. Had Iiis hair lent cropped iluse, lie would have looked 
very much liko a prize-fighter; but ho wore it long, parted 
in tho middle, and as meek in expression as its still waves 
would allow. Ntiltou soon became the controlling spirit of 
our d a le . His presence really seemed, ns he said, to en­
courage the spirits. Never before bad the unnifettntious 
been so abundant or so surprising. Mis* Fetters, especially, 
astonished us by tho vigour of her possessions. Not only 
Samson aud Fetor the Ureal, but Gibbs, the pirate, Black 
Hawk, and Joe Maiitou, who had died the previous year in 
a fit of delirium tremens, prophesied, strode, swore, and 
smashed things in turn, by means of her frail little laxly. As 
Cribb, r noted pugilist of tlie lust century, she floored nil iu- 
cautious spectator, giving him a black eye, which lie wore 
for a fortnight afterwards. Singularly enough, my visitors 
were of the opposite cast. Hypatia, I'ctrarcli, M iry Mag­
dalen, Abelard, and, oftuueal of all, Shelley, pr •clonin'I mys­
tic truths from my lips. They usudly spoke in inspired 
monologues, without Mnnouocing themselves beforehand, 
ami often without giving any rlu- to their puisonulity. 
A practised stenographer, engaged by Mr. Stilton, t>K»k 
down many of these communications as they were 
spoken, and they were afterwards published iu the 
' Revelations.' It was also reiuarkeJ, that, while Miss 
Fetters employed violent gestures, and see mod to |Kissess a 
superhuman strength, I, oil the contrary, sat motionless, 
pale, and with little sign of life except in my voice, which, 
though low, was clear mid dramatic iu its modulations. 
Stilton explained this difference without hesitation. ‘ Mi»s 
Abby,’ he said, ‘ possesses soul-mutter of a texture to which 
tho souls of these strong men naturally adhere. Iu the 
spirit-land the superil-titles repel each other; the individual 
souls seek to remedy lheir iuiporlcctious : iu tho union of 
opposites only is to be found the great hariiiouia of life. 
You, John, move it|»oii another plane : through what ill you 
is undeveloped, these developed spirits are attracted.' "

At length we may adduce a sample of
An Advanced  Branch.

“ Our secret circle had not held many sessions before a 
remarkable change took place in the character of the revela­
tions. Mr. Stilton ceased to report them for his paper.
' We are on the threshold, at last,’ said lie. ‘ The secrets of 
the ages lie beyond. The hands of spirits are now lifting 
the veil, fold by fold. Let ns not bo startled by what we 
beat: let us show that our eye* can bear the ligh t; that wo 
am competent to receive the wisdom of the higher spheres, 
and live according to it.’ Miss Fetters was more thau ever 
possessed by the spirit of Joe Menton, whose allowance of 
grog having been cut off too suddenly by his death, ho was 
continually clamouring for a dram. ' I tell yon,' yelled he, 
or lather she, * I won't stand sich meatiness. I lia’ii’t come 
all the way here for nothin’. I'll knock Kniamus all to 
thunder, if you go for to turn me out dry, an l let him come 
in.' Mr. Stilton thereupon haodol him, or her, a tumbler 
half full of biandy, which she gulped down at a single 
swallow. Joe Maiitou presently retired to make room lor 
Krasuius, who spoke for sometime in Latin, or what apjwared 
to las Latin. None of us could make much of i t ;  but Mr. 
Stilton declared that the Latin pronunciation of Krasinas 
was probably different from ours, nr that lie might have 
learned the true Homan accent from Cicero an 1 Seii'-co. with 
whom, doubtleas, lie was now on intimate term*. As Eras­
mus generally concluded by throwing his arms, or i at her the 
arms of Miss Fetters, arouud tin- neck of Mr. Stilton—his 
spirit, fraternising, apparently, with the spirit of the Utter 
—we greatly regretted that Iiis communication* were unin­
telligible, on account of the superior xvisdoiu which they 
might be supposed to contain.”

T he results may be inferred—Stilton w ent oil" 
with .Miss Abby Fetters, leaving desolate a m eek, 
am iable, simple-hearted wife, whom he coolly 
assigned, on the score o f sp iritual affinity, to  tho 
n a r ra to r ; but the latter, as we gathe r, was saved, by 
haviug  found a  tru e r love iu an  unspiritual quarter.

foreign) interest. “ On Quacks” is a sovero satire 
on literary and political quacks as well as others. 
There is a saJ, indeed tragic, but prettily told 
story “ In tho Tcinplo Gardens."—The C ornkill 
presents us with another of Doyle's admirable three 
page drawings, the scale of the figures being rather 
enlarged, and thd scene less crowded, so that 
the character* aro much better defined and 
individualisod. They illustrate tho humours of 
a juvenile party from 3 till 7 (the hours ol en« 
tertaimnent, not tho ages of the guests), aud the 
few accompanying pages of Editorial letter-press 
show that the commentator is as well up in juvenile 
life as lie is undoubtedly iu some particulars of adult. 
In “ A Few Words about Sermons," another w riter 
confesses himself to be suffering from them, and 
describes the grievance alluded to as arising from 
the clergy remaining stationary in Greek aud Latin; 
and certainly there are practices pointed out which 
are very susceptible of amendment. .Mr. Thackeray 
pursues, of course, "  The Adventure* of Philip, 
lie is usually accounted a satirist; but we think that 
it is as a moralist he transcend* all other writers of 
fiction, And such will bo tho opinion of nine-tenths 
of the readers of those new chapters of his current 
work. Tho title of “ Dignity " is given to an 
article which treats, however, of that quality merely 
in its rhetorical sense, and as it is displayed or 
murdered in literary compositions. Another great 
feature come* out moreover in this month's C ornkill, 
aud it is tho first instalment of the loug-tulked-of 
novel, “ Agnes of Sorrento," which .Mrs. 11. H. 
Stowe has been writing iu Italy, simultaneously, it 
appears, with its appearance in the A tla n tic  M onth ly  
on the other side the water. We hardly know how 
the lady manages these things, but we may remark 
that her “ Pearl of Orr's Island," uow publishing 
weekly iu C assell's  F a m ily  P a p er , is also an­
nounced for next week iu eighteen-penny boards. 
Thu prudential plan of making the most of her 
labours, however, does nut detract from their merits; 
fur from it; as any reader of her new tales, onu or 
other, may know.___________________________

Jitaifs anb Straus.
There i« in heaven a divine power the constant com* 

imuion of religion and virtue. I t  assists us to support 
life, embarks with u* to show us tlie lisven in times of 
tempest, equally kind and ready to succour celebrated 
travellers and unknown pawenger*. Although its light 
is concoaled, its glance iiciictratc* the future. Sometimes 
it hold* budding Mowers in its band; sometimes a cup 
fnll of sweet cordial. Nothing is equal to the charm of 
its voice, the grace of its aiuilc ; the nearer we advance 
towards the tomb, the more it  allows its purity mid 
brilliance to mortals relying on it* consolation. “ Faith” 
and “ Charity” call it  "  Sister,”  and it* name is “ Hope !” 
—(Translated from the French.)—P aris, Weymouth, 
April 25. 1861.

One Sunday, a clergyman, very short iu stature, 
was invited by the pastor of a church in a certain 
village to fill bis pulpit for lire day. Tin* invitation was 
accepted, mid Sunday morning saw Mr. —  in the 
pulpit. Now it happened that the pulpit was * very 
high one, and accordingly nearly hid the poor little 
clergyman from view. However, the congregation, out 
of respect, managed to keep their countenances, and 
with over-pious (sees seemed religiously anxious for the 
text. They were not obliged to wait loug, for a nose 
and two little eyes suddenly appeared over the top of 
the pulpit, and a squeaking, tremulous voice proclaimed 
tho tex t—“  Ho of good cheer ; it is I — be not afraid !" 
A general roar of laughter followed tho announcement 
—tlie clergyman became confu*cd, aud turned all sorts 
of colours. Many, in the general uproar, loll the 
church ; aud it was a long time before too minister was 
enabled to proceed with the sermon, so abruptly broken 
off. Afternoon came—and tho little man, standing on 
a footstool, had a fair view of his audieuce. The text 
wus announced in duo form—“ A little while ye shall 
see me, and again a little while and yc shall not see 
me.’’ In the course of bis sermon lie repeated his text 
with g reat earueatnens, and, stepping beck, lost bis 
elevated footing, and disappeared front his hearer*! 
The effect may be more readily imagined than described.

THE MAY MAGAZINES.
W arl-icooil, S i . Ja m es* , Tem ple l ia r ,  mid 

C o rn kill are to luud—the former with a slashing 
leader on the Budget. The two tales substituted 
somehow lor “ Norman Sinclair," who is nut forth­
coming this month, are both good, albeit one is a 
“ first" and not a " last "-ol-April reminiscence. 
Motley’s History of the Netherlands is, out of sight, 
tho best review that style of history originated 
by Carlyle, Froude, and Macaulay, has yet re­
ceived. A sad series of revelations is embodied in 
“ The Euthanasia of the Ottoman Empire." The 
life of Hitt is almost a complete epitome of Lord 
Stanhope’s Biography.—67. Jam es’s  changes its 
torus in  </uo without much variation in its spirit or 
contents ; although there are symptoms of sobering 
down to a lower ambition, and, instead ot crack 
writer.' like Miss Mulocli, we have Mias Adelaide 
Drooler and Mr. Standisli«irady. Still there rcuiaiu, I 
in science Professor A listed aud Hubert H unt; | 
Dr. Doran and Thomas Heaphy in arclm ology; and 
in general literature, Mrs. Hall, who is in herself a 
host. She continues her line tale “ Can wrong be 
right ?" and gives her promised lairy “ Story for tho 
young of the household."—Mr. Sala, in 'Temple 
l ia r , is superb in “ The Seven Sons of Mammon. ' 
The heart of the mystery of getting in |K>staga stumps 
through advertisements is pretty well plucked out. 
A tolerable article is hacked out ol the hackneyed 
theme ol old Bishop Corbett's joviality. “ Broad 
awako” is evidently tlio day dream ot a literary 
artist retracing bis career. “ The real aud con von- i 
tioual nigger" introduces capital sketches ui the I 
Ethiopian sereuader tribe from tlie Old Folks aud 
Buckley's, up to Christy’s Minstrels. There is a 1 
beuutilul article on “ clouds," more icsthotical than 
meteorological. The lighter articles, such its “ John's 
Wife," may be described as ol stirring domestic land

The following is an exact copy of u will (with the 
oinis'iun of the names), made less than three years ego :
—“ 1858 July l!) 1 < i-----  J  —  dow right my own
Will—All the whick Stock and dod stock farming stock 

i aud farming iinplempt« belong to the farm Likewis the 
Capitl now in hand niter my furnerl sud other bil* aro 

1 pnyd clear to  my Brother J  —  J  ju s t as it aland*,
. Then their is Twenty pounds that is belong to myself ill

J -----.  I t  ja iler hand* 1 leav to four neves twes of J
J  —  and two o f .1 —  S —  that is to ssy T —

I J  —— Mini J  ——  J  ——  slid (J------ 8  —  and W
, S —  to be dolt equaly amongst them to get every wuu 
I anew wsc with if  Urey lik Then nil the rest of the Captii 

tha t i* out n t cws I leav to my Brothers und Sisters that
i* now living a t present mid my nevery T ------J ——
wick was my Eldest Brother eldest Suu To bo dclt equley 
amongst them aliare mnl sliar »lik a* far a* it got that 
i* to any B —— J  —— J  —— J  — — M—  II—— and
|.;----- ])------- mid T ------- T------- J ---------- But you mutt
lak notices th.it tlie L’.iputnl that it ill Master (J------’a
hands and J ------B -------hand* and J -------B —  hands
harbour wuu half belongs to my Brother John J — — 
mid the Captii th a t i* iu tho Savin Bank belongs to my­
self. And I leav K. J  and J ----- J --------my Brother*
Kxeotre* And so i n u t  this by my own hands P—  
J —— Willies* T.II. W .J.8.”

May! beautiful M<v, hnscoiQC. Joy out month, telling 
ol the near approach ol •n-nmer. Wliat a pleasant balmy 
feeling i ' in the May i l m ;  woods aro mice morn green, 
ih< nt iconic' .' tinkling till* aollly 'Mi tho oar, the bird* 
arc otijie hick, mid earth is ngaiu iu all her natural 
bounty. But, to »orro>ving hearts, what is May ? The 
sunshine saddens them, tho birds’ glad aoiigs are weari­
some, and thu m urm ur of thu trees brings no luhu  to 
them ; they lire thinking of the past Maydays, when 
love mid hope made May a May indeed. W rapt up in 
their present sorrow, the beauty of the earth it unheeded, 
and tbe blightue«s and the frethness of the plorinus 
May i* passed over uueiijnyed ; regret* for the. happy 
post fill their mind*.—thoughts of how happy tl.cy were 

I but oue abort year ago, aud of bow bright earth was to
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Jesus. By Rev. W. O'NEILL.
“ It is full of Gospel truth, full of fervour. full of lore. Wr 

think if it is only read it inav do as much or eren more gnod 
than the ‘Faithful ProniUcr/of Mr. Mneduff.”—Brifish L'rau- 
geliit.

Ju st published, Second Thousand, price 2s. fid.
post free.

THE FUGITIVE of the CEVENNES
MOUNTAINS. By the Author of “ Three Months 
under the Snow.”
“ We have much pleasure in calling the attention of our 

readers to this talc. The story in well told, and the incidents, 
without being improbable, hare enough of interest and ex­
citement to sustain the reader's attention to the dose of tin- 
narrative."— tiib tf Clan Jtagatiite.

Special  Ibbur. —In order to plaoo this Story 
within the reach of all youthful readers, the pub­
lisher has determined to is*ue it iu 12 weekly 2d. 
Numbers, even ' 3rd one to be illustrated with a 
splendid Engraving.

Now rcadv, fcap. 8vo, cloth. 2s. tkl.
AGNES LOWTHER; or, Life’s Struggle

and Victory. By J om e ijs k  Gray.
" I t  is really well written, and contain* sonnd religion* 

principle*.—’’Atken+ui*.
“ In all that relates to the struggle of Agnes Lmrthrr for 

life and liberty, w® cannot praise if too highly, us we think 
there arr many like her who are burdened with a sense of 
weariness nnd unrest."— Church o f  England Sunday School 
Magazine.

With Frontispiece, price 2s. Gel., post free,
MISTS and SHADOWS. By GEORGE P.

Saroent .
“ M hen we tell our readers that the author of thi* little 

hook i* also the author of the “ Adventures of a Pocket-Biblc." 
which excited so much attention in the ‘ taunre Hour,’ and 
still more when rcpnbli»hrd separately. they will readily 
believe that this i» not only of an exitwlingly interesting 
nature, hut «l*o is intruded, in a quirt, unobtrusive manner, 
to inculcate lessons of the highest important.: “—BvokitU. f.
Now ready, fcap. 8vn, illustrated by W. Di.'KKs ami 
H. Ani;i.ay, handsomely bound iu cloth, price Jf.Cd.

THE MARSDENS; or, Struggles in Life.
Bv G. K. S ak u f.x t, Ejmi., Author of “ Tho Story 
o f the Pocket Bible.” “ The Spencers,** &e„ &c. 
“ This i« a bo k of the heart anil « book •»( life Few 

volumes of the same tuaeiv.tuile present so luil-h of warning 
and of pathos, *o much deserving the attention of young men 
*\o volume lias appeared for many n day that is more calcu­
lated to move ami melt, to improve and invigorate.'’— ftriliih  
Standard.

The Fifth Thousand, ju>t published, super royal, 
82mo, in limp cloth, prico Is.

WATCHWORDS for CHRISTIANS. By
Kov. J amf.s Sm ith , of Cheltenham.
“ It is excellent ns iutmn/t.”— fln tiih  Standard.

London: H knky J ames Trksidder . 17, Ave Maria 
Lane, Paternoster Row. E.C.

| N E W  P U BL ICATI ONS.
N O W  R E A D Y .

I ___________

TllC Protoplast. A Series of Paper*. Fourth 
Edition, iu 1 Vol., Ps. fid.

Co n t e st s :—The F irst M atter.—The First Day.-  
The Firat Man.—T he First Blearing.—The First 
Sabbath.—The F irst Law.—The First Sleep, See.

Illustrated Gatherings for Preachere and
Teachers. A Manual of Anecdotes, Facts Figures 
Proverbs, Quotations, &e. Adapted for Christian 
Teaching. By Rev. G. S. Bowes. Second Edition 
Fcap.. cloth, 5$.

Riches of Divine Grace Unfolded; ETER­
NAL LIFE. HEAVEN AND GLORY OPENED. 
In Twelve Dialogues, chiefly taken from the work* 
of Joseph Hussey, and arranged iu Dialoguesbrtht 
late Samuel Kyles Pierce. By Rev. J. Prossee. 
12ino, d o th , 2 a. Cd.

The Christian Verity Stated, Iu Reply to
n Unitarian. By W a i . t k r  C h a m b e r la in .  M.A.. 
Incum bent of St. Jo h n ’s,Boltou-le-Moor». Crown 
8vo, cloth, 3s. fid.

| The Mission of Elijah TO RESTORE ALI. 
PREVIOUS TO OUR LORDS SECOND AD- 
VENT. By J ohn  Wilson, Author of ‘-Our 
Israclitish Origin," Ac. Post 8vo, cloth, 6s.

Meditations for Lent. Selected by the Widow
of a Clergyman. Fcap. 8vo, Leather, 2s.

The Way, the Truth, and the Life. A 9 tn »
of Discourses on Scrij tu ra l Subjects ; with tu 
Appendix on Christian Philosophy. By Rev. 
Titus ham J ames Gbkoo , D.D. 8vo, cloth, i'2\ W.

Alice, a Tale of Ileal Life : and other Pneio*. By 
B. P. Post 8vo, cloth. 4r«. fid.

Agnes Macartney; or, the Orphan of l * nm.
By S. Rkvki.i-  18mo. cloth, Is.

Prayers for Private Use, and sh o rt Meditation*.
7th Edition. 32mo, cloth, I*.

The Orphans, A Tale for Youth. By F u n  
Hoffman. Translated from the German. With 
Two Illustrations. Fcap.. cloth, R

Little Annie; or. “  Is Church time a Happy 
t im e ? ” 2nd Edition. 18mo, cloth, Is. fid.

How to Read the Psalms. Svo, limp doth, is.

! Rationalism and Deistic Infidelity. Thrw
Letters to the Editor of “ The Record" News­
paper. By Rev. A. McCa i'L, D.D. With a Pott- 
scripL 8vo, Is.

The Magdalen’s Friend and Female Homes'
Intelligencer. Edited by n Clkcotman. Volume 
for I860, 3s. Monthly Numbers, j»ricc ikL

Thoughts in Verse for the Hart!working and 
Suffering. P ith Thousand. In paper 2d., or in 
printed cloth Id. Limp cloth, gilt letters, fid.

Kind Words to My Cottage Friends. Price,
in Packet containing 1 to 12, 8*1. In cloth 
lettered, R

|

London : Wf.rthfim , Ma<-i.\tosii, & Hint .
I 24, Paternoster Row,

and 23, Holies Street, Cavendish Square.
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</ lie book renders it doubly accessary to record ah indignant pro* 
ta t.

(hr X r*  or, the Village of Norton. Edited by Ctill.bert
Bcdf, Author of " Mr. Vctcbut Green.’* Loudon. Saunders, Otky, 
and Co. In the Absence i>f ant ttitcuil iUu»L*il of the imputation, vre 
sissy* consider itirvlvcs justified’in assuming that the acknowledg­
ment of the editorship of n novel is equivalent to a tacit contrition of 
iix authorship. We lave, therefore, no seraph* in regarding this story 
ts the work of the gentJcixiiui whose name appears on its title-page, 
who is prme?pnlly known ax the author of a particularly lively mix. 
reprt.vmlAtii>n of Oxfiwd life, l l  is of quite a different stamp from 
tnj of its author's former works > being. in fact, a singularly harmless 
rerr, of high-church tendencies, which, but for its feebleness, 
mini hare been written by Miss Yoajrc herself. The author is 
better than his word, for, though he promises ns only one new 
rector, he in fart gives us two, the first lwmg killed off in the 
xaiidlc of the volume, lie  talcs occasion to give us incidentally 
his views on several points of Church government, expressing n 
fervent bone that '4 the day may not l>c far distant when a/l 
Qardi preferment shall be put into the proper hands, viz. those of 
the bishops of our Church; when we may hope that many a good 
living will fall to the lot of hard-working and struggling curates, 
instead of to unworthy branches of worldly families." sir. Cothhert 
Bede is reckoning without Ilia bishops—at least, without the Bishop 
of I>uriam. Although the story is quite a modem one, being of the 
date of the Crimean war, it ix nrinlrd in the miad-antique stile wlucb 
was brought into fadiiou by Story Fu*?lt, ai-f other books of the raiuc 
rkus. Tnis is, we think, a great mistake. The appearamv of the 
antique I) pc. with ita prodigal display of italics and capital letters, is 
pretty enough in itself, but is absurdly inappropriate when employed 
ax a vehicle for a narrative which is ta^uluM/ modem in its tone and 
character, TI>c following speech, for instance, is not very brilliant in 
itself, but it certainly cams nothing from the peculiar manner in which 
it is printed: " ‘Nothing of the kiud/ replied Fop; *ooly a huge 
C a t;  and—would you believe it P—the dear o il i*uiy nuts MV«*/* 
shells on its feet whim the Weather is Ibunp, because it fits a delicate 
Persian Constitution!*"

TheAnUr Wttek. Iymdcm: Tinsley.—Stimulated, we rosy fairly 
presume, by the success of Mr. Wallace's new oi»cni. Mr. Tinsley has 
published n translation of the German account of wlut ho colls, not 
incorrectly, “ the most romantic and extraordinary case of witrlwrafl 
extant.” II wiU doubtless bcaccrpuUc to lliose who arc unacquainted 
with tbodetails of this singular history,and who wish for fuller in* 
formvion restoring it than can be derived from the libretto of l ie  
opera.
_ Th*<'kiTcctrr'f Jens. By Horace Bushnell, D !>., Author of “The 

X ew  Life,” tee. CAritipi* Xnrtere. By the Same. Edinburgh- 
Slrahmi and Co. London: Sampson Low, Son, ar.d Co.—Some of 
aqr readf-ra may not be aware that l)r. Bushucll is an'American 
d iiin c , who occupies a prominent position in that sckul of theology 
wliirAs while denting the sacrificial nature of the Atonement—i. e. tur 
puuislusuit of the uinoecut for tbe guilt y-ysiifl insists upon a belief 
in  Cbnst a* the Sou of God as an essential point in tlio Christum 
doctrine. The lirst of the volumes now before us, which is a reprint 
o f  th e  tenth diopter of the Doctor's treatise on Satnre and Ike tymprr- 
n atural, is a very able aiul closely-reasoned Argun*****. drawn from the 
fac ia  of the Ctox|iel narrative, in proof of the Diviuc nature of our 
l » r t i  \ and it may be rrad with both pleasure and profit by those who 
do not coincide witli its author’s opinions on all points. The second 
in a collection of sound practical discourses, somewhat of the nature 
o f aerxnnns, on the subject of Christian education. Tho formet work, 
especially, induces us to fonu a high estimate of Dr. Busline!]'* 
ability.

# Confessions rf a Sfedittvs. I/nidon : If. J. Treaidder.—This very 
ainrukar aud very small book—or tract, as it might wore property be 
railed— *  the work of a gentleman who was for a cuaxidrrable time 
a medium of more Ilian common sensibility and power, and who. 
having arm cause to abandon the profession and practice of spiritual, 
a n , wishes to warn the public against the danger* from wlucfi he lias 
himself escaped. According to hint, spiritualism is to be feared 
richer than despised. It is not an imposture; at least, not in tho 
unLuon- sense of tlsc word. Table-rapping and turning are u«»t 
•lfecteu by physical means, but can only be accouutcri for 94 by the 
tttppoution of some subtil#* agency whereby the hunun will operates 
utxm inert natter/* The sptrii-ulleinucra arc out fabricated by 
tbe medium, who is merely u passive vehicle for their publication, 
l ie  U, in lift . under the influenceof a kind of spiritual intoxication, 
during which he apeak* without auy Cpmwiotuttcas of what be is 
*?ftag* And hereui lies the danger, Wlulo lie is in this condition, 
ha will and couseienra arc iuomic, and liis mind helplessly subject to 
tie  m enuonsof otbrr mtaG • so that the utterance* for which spirits 
gtl the credit, maybe, mid x^ncrully are, dicUictl by aouie penoci 
preseut, to whose will that of tlie uM-tliuni is iu temporary subject ion. 
Ttwr duigcr, tlicrefore, is that '* the impreaakma itttu rd  fnan a 
corrupt tmnd axo tdways liable u> be accepted by innocent bclievera a* 
revrlations Irorn the spirits of the holy dead.” It wosut the clooc o 
a twxticuUrly lively session, in which our author, under thr uirtucncr 
of Lis spiritual mxiroctor, I.:ul favoured the ouuipany with hum* 
grossly immoral ndvice, that hr awoke Us the true state of the ea.se, 
promptly floored the source of his inspiration by a wcU-dircvtrd bk>w 
un<ier the chin, and broke with the spiritualists at imee and for ever. 
Although we think that the pbetuiama of spiritualism are susceptible 
u( a simpler explanation than that given by our author, there is no 
doubt that his actual experience* as a medium arc sufficiently gro­
tesque to ensure a few tiiuutcs’ amusement to any one into whose 
bands his pamphlet may fall.

Tkir C oytm au  yf Jt\inJacquet Romsmjx. Translated from the 
I'reach. London; llccxcs and Turner. No more thoroughly hope

atiou whicL llwy Live just issued is iadiffcreotly printed, but fairly 
executed, and is curried quite as near to completeness a% decency wifi 
allow. It is illustrated by engravings whicb are obviously of French 
origin.

The Jktkorised Jlsport of the Conference on Rafted Schools, held a t 
Birmipvkam, January £t, 1S0L Londou: Longman and Co.—Tha 
ironuitrr* of Haggtd Schools, feeling not unnatumlly somewhat 

aggrieved that, in spite of their nnoierous representations, the Com* 
mitt re of Council of Education could not be induced to extend any 
pecuniary support to the admirable institutions whose interests they 
are anxious to ad wince, held a cynfrreure iU Binniugbarii, at tin: com- 
mencmicnt «̂ f the present year, in order to take their grievance into 
cimsidemtion, aid to discuss tbe best and most Appropriate remedy. 
Tbe pamphlet before us contains a detailed account of wliat took plnoe 
on that occasion, including a full report of the various speeches, the 
most important of which were delivered by Sir John P&kutgtcn (Urn 
Chairman), the Recorde r of Birnriughani, and Dr. Guthrie.

7kc /Ian MoeJr c f  Jstfrr.irnti*c. Loudon and New York: Cassell, 
clter, and Gal|nu.—The peculiarity uf this Handbook is that tho 

tiodcL provided for tarnation are all genuine letters that hare actually 
wm written, and ore m do ^sse fancy productions fabricated for the 

occasion. Tl;i* is, as far as it goes, a decided improvement upon any 
other manual of the kind with which we are acquainted. A few speci­
mens of handwriting are given at the cod ttf the volume, the twu first 
of which are ingeniously made to aerve as advertisements of Messrs. 
Cassell's publication*.

Tie Castle and the Got tape in Spain. From the Spanish of Fenuu  
Jakollero. By L̂ wly Wallace, Tranxtator of “ Clara; or, Slavc*Ltfe 

in Europe/* 2 vnls. LojxJqu : Niunden, Oth:y, and Co-—We are 
obliged to Lady Wallace for giving us the means of forming an csti- 
mate of the Spanish romantic literature of the ereseut day. Her 
volumes contain four tale*, all of which purport to oc sketches of life 
in Spain at u coin] aratively modern date, two being appropriated to 
tho Castle and two to the Cottage. For the atones themselves we 
eaunot ray much. Tltey ore of the flimsiest possible coaslniolion, aud 
are all more nr lea* tragic in their drnenenente. Ua the whole, we are 
incbnrd to lliink that the inhabitauU of the Cottage arc more amusing 
COOiponinns lLau lh»nc of thcCiutlc; for the talk of the former, though 
not particularly brilliant, is not quite so like a dreary book as that of 

irir wealthier neighbours. We do not know in what repute Sefior 
Caballero is held in his own country, but ia England his rank a» a 
novelist would i*>t, we imagine, be very high.

J. The Frocidenee Cud manifested in Xatasral Low. By John Dun- 
canton, M.D. i .  The la r r t f  Jmpersenation as applied to Abstract Ideas 
and Religions Ikyeiaj. By S. \V. IIolL Loudon: Manwartag.—The 
object which Dr. Duncanson propOKS to attain by menu* of the lir>t 
of these two volumes ** to advocate a conception o« the Divine agency 
which is adapted to the present state of our knowledge. The conclu­
sion ax which he arrives j* that Providence is exprrv*:d by the uniform 
and unalterable orti«m of uaturul law*. There can be uo such thing 
as a fortuitous or a supernatural occurrence, and to enll an eveni 
eitlicr one or the otWr 1* merely aaotlier mode of acknowledging our 
ignorance of its cause. He rejects the doctrine of special providence 
aa unnecesrary when tlie eoimtitulion of nature is property inter­
preted. and as tending to emmurngr superstition rather tain a sense 
of deprudence. He has eudeutly devoted considerable alteution to 
tlvc study of the subject, and be states his views in a very temperate 
manner. M’c are afraid that we ran scarcely say *o much for Mr. 
IaII- This gentleman rrganls Christianity, as it ia a: present rr- 

ceivexl, at a collrrliou of iiapersonal ioos of abstract ideas. Thus, 
lisa origin of the IVinity is to be sought in the impersonations of the 
spiritual entities or activitirs cumpo^iug the human soul ; our spiritual 
Lira of God boor iu»personated iu the Father, the atoning conscience 
of t ie  soxil in tbo txrti, and uur anbycctiye sense of dir me agency ia 
the Holy Ghost. It is necessary to assign to these iaiiwrsouattons 
some place of ab^de, and they are accordingly located iu lirnvrn, iust 
a* th<- riasaicsd divinities were plaeeti on Mouui Olyiubitx. This 
system of impersonation is uecc-xsanly provisiomd, aud belougs t« a 
state of uupcilYctiuu, aud imit lurenl frocu the symbols to ila« trutlia 
wba*h they rvprr^rnt, the necessity for which is just beginning to 
thrnn upia the world, will, wheu o>uiqdrtcd, constitute the consum­
mation uf ilio second coining of Christ on the earth. TliC reader wdl 
perceive tlu l Mr. Halt has arranged everything very much to liia 
own satisfaction.

TV fr v tim r t  c f  trmSemee l* itrm t* * L  K re u td  r«intotv lh #  Unit r o r t
uS *  w r»-»  \4  o q  Jurt*irv4V-t>««. u r  I l f  I1 I2 u k ;i4 i«  I 'm iU ic
Ia«i C> U»o Ut» J »Xn Ata«*.la of Xh+ \ur~r !Urrv»u*r-4i*l̂ iw.
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uo-English ui tom and spvnt; and whatever charm* it uosscsm-* can 
not be appreciated unless it be read in the oregind- klcssr*. Reeves 
and Turner, however, appear to Ic of a different opinion. The trans
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