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'SALUTATORY.

On the first day of July, 1872, The Western Star will 
arise and take its place in the firmament of Spiritual 
literature. ' . , 4

How long the beams of this new luminarymay con- , ■
tinue to shed light upon the paths of Spiritualistic • 
research, with what amount of benefit to mankind its 
radiance may be fraught, or indeed, how much of in- 
trinsic worth may be evolved from its appearance at all, - ,
are problems the solution of which remains with the ». 
invisible world from when^ejts birth has been derived. .

A glance at the Prospectus which forma the preamble ■ * 
of this work, will show what claim is niade for the röla- 
tions which subsist between the immortal employers and 
their mortal employees. The presentation of this claim 
is not urged. as an excuse to justify an enterprise which i 
in the eyes of the world may hereafter seem to be a 
failure. The human executants herein ehgaged believe, . 
in the language of their spiritual associates, “ that, under . .
the promptings of faithful efiört and honest endeavor, ' . 
there are no failures.” .

Human opinion and the limitations of time can never 
destroy a really valuable idea; and since we have an eter- . 
nity granted to us in which to unfbld the germ seeds of 

'1 '
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thoughtj the ideas projected in this magazine, being based. 
as we claim, on a wisdom more prescient than man’s, and 

■ far-seeing enough to discem the end from the beginning, 
will, eituer now or hereafter, in this. generation or tliose 
to comej blossom into the fully developed' uses designed 
by*its spiritual authons. ’ '

The.little knot of mdividuals who compose the KWest- 
-ern Sta!r Company,” feel, though in an immeasurably 
limited 'sense, lik'e the Jewish Lrtwgiver contemplating 
from afair off the attractive glories of the Promised Land.

They^would fain bequeath to posterity a complete 
encyclo^mdia of the marvelous work which has been 
achieved by the angels for huinanity in their generation. 
To leave behind them a fair and ample record of what < 
bas beep d'one and said through the Intervention of the 
woyld of spirits in the present momentous half Century pf 
time, is |the Canaan which looms up before the longing 

. eyes of Ithese earnest workers; but whether they will be 
permittdd to carry their readers forward into the accom- 
plishment of their great endeavor, they theinselves-know 
no more than did Moses, when he strove to lead to the 
land of promise an unsympathetic multitude, amidst the 
horrors pf a barren wilderness.

The “Western Star Company” have found but little 
more sympathy in their pilgritriage through a financial. 
wilderness, than the ’ancient record ascribes to the follow- 
ers of Moses; but like hini.they depend for the practical 
ultimatipn of their work on a higher power than their ’ ■ 
own ; like him they have determined to take one glimpse. 
of their Canaan before they go hence, and if they may 
npt be privileged to complete the work they begin in this 
niimberj at least they will be in a position to commend ' 
the idea of their unfinished record to the industrious 
scribes and collaters of the next generation. -

Eschejwing the pleasing custom of entering into merely
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friendly or congratulatory relations with our readers in • 
this address, it seems to be more to the purpose to eril’arge 
üpon such points of our new enterprise as may not be 
fully elaborated in the Prospectife.- ' •

As an object of primary importance, we call attention 
to the aims arinounced in the first and second sections of 
the Prospectüs, and submit.that it is the solemn duty of '. 
all who have been recipients of the blessings and benefits. 
cpnferred on them by Spiritualism, to aid, as far as may 
be, in establishing and perpetuating a record of the 
marvelous events which have transpired in their genera­
tion, and in handing down that record to posterity, in- 
stead of leaving posterity to gather up its materials from 
the dubious and unreliable realms of oral tradition. It 
may be alleged that files of some of the'excellent period- 
icals which the movement has.called forth, have been pre- 
served, and can always become accessible to futur.e gener- 
ations. .

Experience, however, has proved that such sources of ■ 
Information will be insufficient and not easily attainable.

. -Many of the Spiritual periodicals are out-of print; and 
although bound volum^s_of the. Spiritval Telegraph and 
Banner of Light may be procured, their great size and 
scarcity in bound volumes would necessarily exclude them 
from general eirculation. Besides these objections, a still 
more formidable one arises in the fact that any weekly 
periodical, however special its character may be ,as the . 
organ of a denomination, in order to supply the demands 
of the hour, must include the general features of the - ' 
newspaper, and branch otit in many directions of thought 
and varieties of detail, the interest. of. which will cease 
with the passing hour, and conjoin,with the material 
desirable to preserve, milch that would be evanescent and 
irrelevant to the readers of the future. One object of 
this magazine, therefore, will be — as stated in sections
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first and second of the Prospectus — to conserve in the 
fomi and! size of library volumes, some solid matter which 

. cannot be included in the. weekly Spiritual newspapers, 
and to stereotype, in the same useful form, some of the 
many vapable items which these periodicals contain, but 
wjiich only a few persons can possess themselves of in 
bound vojlumes, or which it might be tedious to search 
for, amidst a mass of subjqcts of merely transient interest.

With the objects above stated in view, the “Western 
Star Company ” carnestly hope their motives will not be 
miscqnsti ued,‘or become the subject of ungenerous criti- 
cism,'if they transfer important iteins fi'om the columns of 
the weekly periodicals to their own storehouse of con- 
served fo 'ces; and whilst gratefully and candidly crediting ‘ 
the Information they propose to publish to its original 

■ sources, they trust the unselfish desire of.stereotyping the 
glad .tidir gs'they repeat for the general good, will animate 
alike their readers and contemporariesl .

The fo lowing excerpt from the Prpspectus is deemed 
of sufficient importance to reprint in this article, without 
any other words of commendation to thei reader’s atten- 
tion thani the. interest it contains:— ' ’ ’

“ Secon^j an» Thih» Volumes or ‘ Modern American Spirit- 
ualism.’ The projectors of this magazine call especial attention to their 
design of aecuring from Mrö. Emma Hardinge Britten the exclusive 

■ right to pnplish in successive numbers, all the| voluminous aud deeply 
interesting material »he has prepared for the Compilation of tivo additional

• volumes of1. Modern American Spiritualism.’
In Jthis wonderful assemblage of facts, records of special phenomena, 

and biogranliical Sketches, Mrs. Britten is possessed of MS4, and other 
unpublisbedi matter, as well as literature now out of print, wüich Tenders 

■ the treasures she has been collecting during many past years priceless 
and more than equivalent to the wortli of' 'the y sarly subscriptiou.”

Suggesting to the reader a carefnl reperusal of the 
synopsis cf subjects sketched in the Prospectus, we con- 
clude ourl expositiqn of the good intentions we cherish, 

I I
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by premising that there may appear, in the conduct of 
this work, spme peculiarities which may present them- 
selves somewhat unfavorably to the.pedant, who is better 
acquainted with the mechanical conventionalities of the . 
printing office, than the subtle influences which link to- 
gether the minds of reader and author, for example.

We shall take leave, as far as is practicable, to dispense 
with the tedium of foot-notes, and in remembrance of the • 
personal annoyance occasioned by these harassing inter- 
ruptions, endeavor to embody all the matter we have to 
•present in continuous pages.

As a most stringent Charge has been laid upon the con­
ductors of this work to avoid to the utmost of their abil- 
ity the repulsive and unspiritual practice.of indulging in ’ 
acrimonious personaliti.es, and as the aforesaid conductors ■ 
are not ashamed to acknowledge that they respect the 
Charge of those intelligences whose work this is, they sin- 
cerely hope it will not be imposed upon them—as a neces- 
sity for repelling falsehood '■— to answer, or even to notice 
adverse criticisms. That unfavorable or even unfriendly 
opinions will be written and spoken concerriing The '
Western Star, is a contingency which the sublimity of- i-
egotism could not expectVff pscape from. By a compact 
entered into between the rhundane and supermundane • 
members. of the Company, The Western Star will neither 

" shun, court, nor answer, any criticisms which come in the 
form of opinions merely. Such criticisms, like the magar 
zine itself will stand before the world only for what they 
are worth; but if that same world should deem the 
writers in these pages pusillanimous or seif convicted fbr ’
receiving harsh criticisms in silence, we herewith premis^?' ’
that we are prepared to do so in conformity with a plan 
df action suggested by wiser counselors than the slaves . 
of conventional custom, or the promoters- of journalistic 
strife. ‘ . •

. ■ ■ 1 ■
' i

1

personaliti.es


6

6

error and inany inis-

cknowledged and re- 
jculiar-ities is our firm 
jritical recrimination

a certain basic prin-

far as personal iden-

Salidaiory. I

. Since it is “human to err,” mach 
takes may creep into this work. These, when respectfully 

. • pointed out, will be as respectfully t 
paired ;„beyond this, another of our p 
resolve not to enten.the realm of

- wiith any one. » \ '
■ The corps of contnbutors who ar 3 associated together 

' ander the cognomen of the “Western Star Company,” 
have received their appellation fron 
ciple in the Science of correspondet ces revealed to them 
by spirit friends. Their writings, as 
tity goes, therefore, will be anonymous, always excepting 
the cjhapters devoted to Emma Haifdinge Britten’s “His- 
tory<j>f Modern American Spiritualism,” or such other con- ‘ 
tributions as may be sent to the Company with the names 
of th|s writers aplpended. ■

AnÖ now nothjing remains but for us to offer our long 
delaytd greeting to our readers. It- is given in a few 
wofdi Friends, we congratulate you, no less^than ,our- 
selvesl that we are living in a day which seers and 
prophets have yearned to behold. Our generation wit- 
nessed the fruition of hopes whicl ages have cherished 
in vain, anH beholds the solutioi of problems which
have- distracted the race from th; beginning of time. 
Iß Sp/ritualism is “ the despair of Science,” in its mate­
rial aspects, it is the crowning gloiy and triumph of Sci­
ence in its physical revealments. ' ” ' '
transfigured into life eternal, and the grave discloäed as 
the gate which conducts the soul to iriimortality, proves 
also that every beam of light that st reams from this newly 
discovered firmament of mind, is a 
a fresh lamp held by the hands of.nngels.

Let every pilgrim in search o 
knowledge, then, extend the hand 

■ the messenger who comes to them

That death has been

fresh star of promise,

' Spiritual light and 
of kindly greeting to 

so significantly in the ‘



' Salutatorif. . • 7

luminous shape of a Star in the far West.. Eighteen cen- 
turies ago, tradition affirms that a star, undiscovered till 
then, appeared in the Oriental firmament, as a messenger 
to proclaim on earth the advent of a high and holy spir- 
itnal Teacher. The sifting processes of history now prove 
to us that few were the mortal eyes that .recognized the 
radiance of that star, fewer still the prophetic minds 
which could compass its deep ’significanee. If a similar 
fate should befall the Star which now arises in the Occi­
dental firmament, those who can and’ do feel its signifi- 7 • 
cance, and reverence the sources of its apparition, will ! 
know from time-honored precedent how to bear the i 
world’s coldness, and man’s lack of sympathy. Even the 1 
transient meteor is not lost out of the laboratory of crea­
tion. Its light and life is only^uenched tolthe eyes of 
men, but sotnewhere in the realms of infinity every 
atomic particle of the fallen Star will be outworking its 
special mission of use.

Time, the touchstone of truth, has unfolded the lone 
star of Bethlehem into the sun of ages, before whose light , ' 
countless millions bow down in worship. Science, the • 
unwritten bible of creatiopjhas tracked the existence of 
the vanished meteor into the laboratories of’ the imper- 
ishable. • ' .

In some point of space midway, perchance, between the 
steady lustre of the Eastern luminary, and the transient 
glory of the flying meteor, our Westeen Star will accom- 
plish whatever destiny the wise Disposer of events niay 
see fit to assign to it. ’ . > .

Committing our labors in its behalf and all their re- • 
suite to the waters of time, we behold our frail bark 
launched-, nor even question that The Western Star, 
freighted with tidings from the, land ’ öf- light, borne on 
the winds of holy aspiration, and dedicated to the Service

. of God and the angels, will fulfill every iota of the mis-’
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sion* mapped out for it, arid here or hereafter find the 
results of its earnest aims and unse .fish purposes lai<f up­

. in- the treasure houses of the land whose cornpensations
fail not;. • Sibius.

4 » I
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MODERN SPIRITUALISM IN AMERICA PRIOR TO THE 
DATE OF THE ROCHESTER KNGCKINGS.

CHAPTER L

Wonderfol Spiritual Manifestation» in Maine, in the Years 1800-1806.•

“There is no death ! The Stars go down 
To rise upon some' fairer sbore, *

And bright in heaven’s jeweled crown 
There shine for evennöre.

And ever near us, tiiough unseen, 
The dear immortals.tread,

For all the bonndless universe 
Is Life. There are no dead I ”

Whilst every age and country of the eärth has left us 
sorne record of communion with spiritual intelligences 
when cönditions for their Srranifestation were favorable, 
no systeinatic method -of reducing this communion .to , 
scientific order has ever been attempted, until the Fox- 
family fortuitously hit upon . the idea of conversing 
tbrough the älphabet with the invisible rapper who dis- 
tnrbed the peace of their household at th& village öf 
Hydesville, N; Y., in 1848. ’

Except in the lost arts of ancient “Magie ” “ Witch- 
craft ” and “ Divination,” the idea that a communion/be- 
tween the spiritual and natural worlds could be effected 
by means of telegraphic signals was never dreamed of: 
hence the discovery of this method is justly attributed 

_ to the “rapping spirits” of 1848, and their shrewd little 
Rochester mediums. .
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Wonderful Spiritual Manifestation» in Maine, in the Years 1800-1806.•

“ There is no death ! The Stars go down 
To rise upon some' fairer shore, 

And bright in heaven’s jeweled crown 
There shine for evennöre.

And ever near us, ttiough unseen, 
The dear immortals.tread, 

For all the boundless universe 
Is life. Tbere are no dead I ”

Whilst every age and country of the eärth has left us 
some record of communion with spiritual intelligences 
when cönditions for their Srranifestation were favorable, 
no systeinatic method -of reducing this communion .to , 
scientific order has ever been attempted, until the Fox- 
family fortuitously hit upon . the idea of conversing 
through the älphabet with the invisible rapper who dis- 
tnrbed the peace of their household at tho village öf 
Hydesville, N; Y., in 1848.

Except in the lost arts of ancient “Magie ” “ Witch- 
craft ” and “ Divination,” the idea that a communion/be- 
tween the spiritual and natural worlds could be effected 
by means of telegraphic signals was never dreamed of: 
hence the discovery of this method is justly attributed 
to the “rapping spirits” of 1848, and their shrewd little 
Rochester mediums.

! o

j" 2
(D 
3 
Ul

! Q 
0)
5



12 Modern Spiritualism in America. . •’
t ,

' The circumstances which have ind iced the author to 
treat the advent of the celebrat'ed Rochester knock- 
ings ” as an era from which the great modern Spiritual 
outpouring. cohimences, have been sufficiently enlarged 
upon in tfye first volume of “Modern American Spiritual- 
isip,” but before we resutne the history of the first twenty 
years of that wonderful communion, we shall call atten­
tion to some of those earlier manifestations of spirit 
presence which might well be - regarded as premonitory 
signs of the approaching day of universal marvel. • ■

. We have elsewhere noticed the remarkable tnental 
phenomena evolved by the wMespread practices of ani­
mal magnetism, also the prevalence, of spiritual gifts 
amongst the Quäkers, Shakers, Mormons, and other fervid . 
sects of religionists. Since,'however, it is desirable in a 
history so special in time and place as this present, to 
avail ourselves of some decided chronoflogical landmarks, 
we shall limit our iminediäte observatidn of early Ameri­
can Spifritualism to the comm'encement of the present 
Century.

One of the most extraordinary manifestations of spirit 
eomniunion that is to be found on aüthintic record as oc- 
curring in America prior to the date pf the Rochester 
knockings, took place in the year 180|), in the State of 
Maine, and a general account is given of its marvelous 
details in a pamphlet written by the. Rev. Abraham Cum­
mings, an eye-witness of the wonderful j henomena he de- 
scribes. The title of the pamphlet is “ImmortaJity 
proved by the Testimony ,of Sense,” etiThe publisher 
adds on a fly leaf: ,“Immortality proved by phenomena 
that were witnessed by hundreds in the town of Sulli­
van, Maine, in the year 1800. Publish« d by an eye-wit- 
ness, the Rev. Abraham Cummings,’a man eminent in 
learning and piety; a graduate. of Harvard University.” '

The pamphlet, which is a serie's of letters, argumenta,
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allusions to portions of the history supposed to be known 
to the reader, and . affidavits of various witnesses— con- 
tains circumstantial details of the apparitkm of a Mrs. 
Butler, who manifested her presence to hundreds of peo­
ple by rapjfings; preternatural' lights, singing, speaking 
with an audible vofce, and frequent appearances in her 
own as well as other forms. . ’

Besides Mr. Cummings’ pamphlet, the author has gath- • 
ered up a mass of Information on this subject ftotri vari­
ous publications öf the time, as well as the oral testimony 
of several persons whose nearest relatives were residente 
in Sullivan, and themselves eye-witnesses of the extraor- 
diriary scenes liefe related. From all these sources, it 
appears that a certain Capt Butler, residing near Sullivan, 
Maine, married Miss Nelly Hooper, who, ten months after • 

f her marriage, gave birth to one child, and passed with 
her infant into the spirit world. Shortly after this lady’s 
decease, Capt Butler became the accepted lover of a Miss 
Blaisdell, whose father, like his own, was violently opposed

• to the match. ’ . . ■ -
In this state of things, and whilst the lovers were. 

vainly attempting to soften the obduraey of their parents,’. 
the spirit of Mrs. Nelly Butler oecame an active partici- 
pator in the scene. She manifested herself in the- various 
modes before described, in the houses of Mr. Blaisdell, 
Mr. Butler,.and her own father, Mr. Hooper. She ap­
peared to, and audibly conversed with her mother and 
sisters; urged her father to visit Mr. Butler, with a view 
of persuading him that the manifestations that now be- 
gan to astound the whole country, were not, as he will- 
fully persisted in asserting, the artful contrivance of Miss 
Blaisdell, but were in reality produced by herself, the : 
spirit of his daughter. Her father, mother, and sisters, 
became so entirely convinced of the spirit’s identity that 
they published circumstantial details of her Visitation, • 
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ättested by their solemn affidavits. Orte of the purposes 
alleged by the spirit to have influenceÜ her appearance, 
was to pfocure the consent of the pa^eiits to the mar- 
riage ,of her late husbandwith Miss ^laisdell. To the 
latter she seemed.to manifest an exttaordinary attach- 
üient, and coustanw declared that the dnion was destined 
by Heaven, and should take place. '

. It.appears that after the decease of Mrs. Nelly Butler, 
sfrong suspicions were entertained of I foul play, and a 
trial, attend,ed with circumstances of much suspicion and 
many curious allegations, took place, to äscertain the män­
ner of her death. The “ speetre ” herdelf, as the phrase 
went, made several Communications to different parties 
on the subject^-and the general im.ppe'ssion which pre-. 
vailed in the Community was, that the frequent appari- 
tion of this unresting spirit was attributable to the fact 
that her life was cut short by violence. • •

As the .immediate descendants of the three families 
involved in this dark scandal are still living, and reside 
at the scene of the hauntings, we do not feel justified in. 
entering into any further details. Tfye Rev. Abraham 
Cummings alludes but slightly to the trial, the decision of 
the grand jury, and the persecutions which attended the 
vaiious memhers of the families connected with the entire
transactions. ' | .

One .thing is certain : the lapse of over seventy years 
'■sinne the periodof these stränge occurrences, has not been 

’ sufficient to erase the impression that- Mrs. Nelly Butler 
was murdered, and that to this cause was attributable

ibne of her earthiyher pertinacious visitations to the sc 
wrongs. '

■ ' < Mrs. Butler’s spirit elften walked by the side of Miss 
Blaisdell in the light of day, and the full sight of aston- 
ished witnesses. She was frequently
lanes, and woods, besides the houses wliieh she frequented,

seen in the fields,
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wliere she would pass from room to room, and when the 
inmates, terrified by her apparition, fled frotn the ap’art- 
ment,^he would kindly assure them she "would not intrude 
upon their presence, but meet with them whenever they 
wished to see or converse with her in the cellars of their 
dwellings. In tlie cellar of Mr. Blaisdell’s. höuse she con- 
versed for several hoiirs on different occasions with the

’ crowds who flocked thither to witness the manifestations. 
Sometimes she appeared tö a number of persons at a time, 
occasionally In the likeness of her formet seif, but still ■ 
offener in a fleecy mass of white shadowy light. When 
the parents-of the lovers, awed by the preternatural inter- 
ference of this wonderful apparition, finally gave their 
consent to the union, the spirit presented herself at the 
wedding festivities, and there foretold the death of the , 
bride within ten months, together with the birth and 
death of one child. These dark predictions, like many’ 
other of her prophecies, proved correct, but the decease 
of the second Mrs. Butler seems tohave had no effect in 
laying the spirit of her predecessor. From the pertinac- 
ity with which she urged on the inarriage, and her fre­
quent appearance in the jjouse. and about the person of 
Miss Blaisdell, suspicion had attached to the latter as hav- - 
ing simulated the phenomena-for the purpose of effectuig \ 
a union with Capt Butler; but when it was found that 
her appearances after the inarriage were more' frequent 
than before, whilst her visitations continued with equal 
force and intensity after the second Mrs. Butler’s death, 
this hypothesis became untenable; neither would the fhcts 
of the case conform with the assumption that Miss Blais­
dell’s mediumship was essential to the production of the 
phenomena, which continued, as we have stated, long after 
her decease. ' ■ ■ .

.Mention is made in Mr. Cummings’ pamphlet of a 
singulär act; enjoined in the most soleinn männer by
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the spectre,” namely, the djgging up and reinterment of 
her' ehild’s body, which she desired to be buried in a dif­
ferent place. At the reinterment, which caused great 
scandal in the neighborhood, the spirit attended in person, 
singing and chanting. in a vöiee-which was audible to over 
ei^hty people w'ho wfere present at the ceremony. She 
appears to have’been yery piously disposed, singing hymns, 
quoting Scripture, praying, exhorting, and representing 
herseif as “in heaven, with Jesus and the angels.” Hun- 
dreds of witnesses saw and heard this spirit, many of them 
people of the. first standing, whose veracity and candor 
was unquestioned; notwithstanding this, the three families 
chiefly concerned became the subject of the most cruel 
calumnies, bitter persecutions,and finally of the trial above 
alluded to, during the course of which upwards of forty ‘ 
affadavits were given by some of the most respectable 
persorfs in the community, confirmatory of the Statements 
above alleged, and descriptive of the various modes in

’ which the “spectre ” had manifested herseif. As the Rev. 
Abraham Cummings has given several very interesting 
and minute details of the modes in which the ghostly vis- 
itant’s presence was regarded, besides having published , 
in full the affidavits of the whole forty witnesses exam- ■ 
ined on the trial, we shall refer pur readers to the follow- ; 
ing quotations from bis pamphlet, for the better under- 
standing of the marvelous circuihstances narrated:

“ The times, places, and modes of her appearing were 
various. Sometimes she appeared to one alone, some- 
times to two or three, then to five, six, ten, or twelve, 
again to twenty, and once to more than forty witnesses 
She appeared in several .apartments of Mr. Blaisdell’s 
house, and several times in the cellar. She also appeared . 
at other houses, and in the open fields. There, white as • , 
the light, she moved like a cloud above the ground in

t
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' personal form and magnitude, and in the presence of more 
than forty people. She tarried with them till after day- 
light, and vanished; not because she'was afraid of the 
sun, for s$ie had then several times appeared when the 
sun was shining. Once in particular, when she appeared 
in the room where the family were, about eleven o’clock 
in the day, they all left the house; but convinced of the 
impropriety of their conduct, they returned.

“ At anöther time, when several neighbors were at the 
house, and were conversing on these remarkable events, 
a young lady in the Company declared that, though she 
had heard the discourse of the spectre, she would never 
believe that there had been a spectre among us, unless she 
could see her. ’ .

“Ina few minutes after,'the spectre appeared to sev­
eral persons, and said she must come into the room where 
the Company was. • One of those who saw her, pleaded 
that she would not’ The spectre then asked, ‘ Is there a 
person here who desires to see me ? ’ The young lady 
was then called, who, with several pthers, saw the spectre. 
‘Here I am,’ said she, ‘satisfy yourselves.’ The lady 
owned that she "was satisfied. It was now about two • 
o’clock in the day. In short,'the ghost appeared or con- 
versed almost as frequently in the day as in the night <

“ In all the appearances of the spectre she was as white 
as the light, and this whiteuess was as clear and visible in 
a dark cellar’ and dark night, as when she appeared in the 
open field and in the open day. At a certain time, Au­
gust 9th, she informed a number of people that she meant 
to äppear before them (for she frqquently conversed with­
out appearing at all), that they must stand in Order, and 
behave in a solemn männer: ‘ For the Lord,’ said she, ‘ is 
a God of Order.’ Accordingly she appeared and vanished 
before them several times. At first they saw a small body

2 • . \
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of light, which contiijually increased till it formed the 
shape and magnitude.of a person.

“ This personal shape approached so near to Captain 
Butler, that he put his hnnd upoii it, and it passed down 
through the apparitioi^ as through a body of light, in .the 
viejr of thirteen,persoas, who all saw the apparition, which 
rose into personal form; face and features, in a moment; 
retumed to a shapeless mass, resumed the person, and 

• vanished again directly. They saw that whioh was not 
afraid to be handled by them, fpr she passed slowly by 
them, near enough for that purpose.

“ As to the witnesses, not one of them has ever been 
accused or even suspected of being con.cerned in an arti- 
fice. Some of them are aged, others young. They had, 
and still have, professions, employments, and hiterests 
widely different, and belong to different families, ....
• “She mentioned several incidents of her past life, 
known only to her husband, as he declared, and asked 
him if he remembered them. He said yes. She asked 
him if he had told them. He answered no; and of such 
a nature were those incidents as to render it htterly im- 
probable that be ever should haye^mentioned them before. 
This was at the time when he attempiSed to handle the 
apparition.

“ Once, when she cohversed with about fourteen per­
sons, Mr. Blaisdell, having heard that his father was sick, 
asked the spectre whether she knew anything, or not, con- 
cerning him. ‘ Your father,’ she replied, ‘ is in heaven, 
praising God with the angels.’ He afterwards found that 
his father, two hundred miles disjiant, died three days be­
fore this answer of the ghost, and his friends at York, 

' where his father lived, utterly deny that they sent the 
news in the course of thesd days. I. . . . Q.

“ At the time when fifty people heard her discourse, 
while more than forty saw her, to sonle of them, — who
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• no more believed these extraordinary events' than man- < 
kind now do in general, — she inentioned several occur- > 
rences of her past life, known to them and her, in order to 
satisfy them that she was the very person she proTessed to 
be. Almost all this Company had. been acquainted with ; . 
her in her life-time/'and a cohsiderable number of them ‘ 
very intimately. She desired that any of them would ■ 
ask what questions they pleased, for the removal -of any 
doubts respecting her. Accordingly certain persons did 
pröpose several questions respecting a number of eveqts , .

her past life. To all these inquiries, she gave com- ‘ 
pletely satisfactory answers. . • . * ’

“ She foretold what the opinion and eonduct of mankind 
would be with regard to her, and the ill-treatment which . 
Mr. Blaisdell’s family would receive on her account. Shel 
not only declared the necessity, but foretold the certainty 
of the marriage at an hour when both the parties and botfi ' 
the families opposed it ‘ .

“ Within thirty hours after Mrs. Butler’s marriage, the 
spectre predicted that she would become the parent of 
but one child, and then die. Ten months after this her . 
child was born, and she died the next day. The safg re­
turn of one bound to the West“Indies was also foretold 
and accomplished. ’ 1 .
’ “ These predictions are all fulfilled, and were previously 
and sufficiently known in this vicinity for evidence that . . ■ 
they were such. She uttered several other predictions 
now accomplished............  . .

“ Some time in July, 1806, in the evening, I was in- 
formed by two persons that they had just seen the spectre 
in the Seid. ’ ‘ >

' “ About ten minutes after, I went out, not to sde. a mir­
acle, for I believed that they had been mistakenT' ‘Look­
ing toward an eminence twelve rods distant from the 
house, I saw there, as I supposed, one of the white rocks.
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This confinned my opinion of their spectre, and I paid no 
more ättention to it. Three minutes after, I accidentally 
looked in the same direction, and the white rock was in the 
air; its form a complete globe, white, with a tincture of red, 
like the damask rpse, and its diameter about two feet.

“ Fully satisfied that ihis was nothing ordinary, I went 
toward it for more accurate examination.

“ Whiie my eye was constantly upon it, I went on four 
or five steps, when it came to me from the distance of 
eleven rods, as quick as lightning, and instantly assumed a 
personal form with a female dress, but did not appear taller 
than a.girl seven years old. .Whiie I looked upon hgr, I 
said in my mind,1 You are not tall enough for the woman 
who has so frequently appeared among us.’ . Immedi- 
ately she grew up as large and as tall as I considered that 
woman to be. Now she appeared glorious. On her head 
was the representation of the sun diflusing/the huninous 

. rectilinear rays everywhere to the. ground. Through 
the rays I saw the personal form, and the woman’s dress. 
Then. I recollected the objection of the Encyclopocdia, 
that ‘ghosts always appear to one alone.’ Now, said 
my mind, I see you as plainly as ever I saw a person on 
earth; but were I to converse witli you an.hour, what 
proof could I produce that I ever conversed with you at 
all V This, with my fear, rvas the reason why I did not 
speak to her. But my fear was connected with inefiäble 
pleasure.

“ Life, simplicity, purity, glory, all harmonizing in this 
celestial form, had the most de'lightful effect on my mind. 
And. there appeared such a dullness afterwards upon all 
corporeal objects as I never perceived before. I went 
into the house and gave the Information, not doubting 
that she had come to spend some time with us, as.she 
had before. We went out to see her again; but to my 
great disappointment, she had vanished. Then I saw one
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of the great errors of my life. That I had not spoken to 
her, has. been the matter of my regret from that hour to 
this.” C' ■ ’ .

“Some time in March, 1800, she talked a fewj minutes 
without appearihg, at eight o’clock in the morning, and 
promised to come again, that. day ; at two o’clock she per- 
formed her promise, and talked with four people two 
hours. Itwasthen she uttered these w'ords: ‘Though’ 
my body is consumed, and all turned to dust, my soul is 
as much alive as before I left the body.’ This conversa- 
tion was indeed in the cellar, but the place was en- 
lightened with her radiance.
, “ 3^,2IsZ. — At fen o’clock, she appeared to two per­
sons, and sent a message to another.

“May 25th. — Ten o’clock. Appeared and conversed 
with two witnesses, while a third person heard the con- 
versation; and revealed that by which the säme was 
proved to others. . ■ t

“Map 26th. — She appeared at eight o’clock in the 
morning, and talked with four persons an hour and a half 
In half an hour after, she appeaj^d and talked with the 
same four persons, while two others heard a vojce, without 
knowing what was said. ' ■

“May 2*lih. — Talked with two persons, and promised 
to be present at a meeting of about twenty people, which 
was to be held the next day in the evening. Accordingly, 
she appeared at this meeting ■ to persons. who were igno­
rant of the promise. The assembly was immediately in- 
temipted by the decläration, that ‘ the spirit is come.’ 
The next evening after, she conversed with a couple of 
persons, and told them by her inimitable voice to whom 
she had appeared.” . •. . . '

“ Her conversation was always with grace, Seasoned 
with salt, very affecting and delightful.
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“Avgusi 13/ä. — At ten o’clock, she talked with three 
persons invisibly. At two o’clock the same day, she ap­
peared and talked to three. people in the hearing of five 
other persons.” .

. Of'forty depositiops • and affidavits, given by as many 
different persons in jreference to this remarkablc affair, 
we insert the following as specimens. The first is from 
one who appears to have been constitutionally skeptical, 
and whose very circumstantial testimony is on that ac­
count all the more valuable.

TEStlMONY OF MISS HANNAH FATC0MB.

“ August Mi* lOtk. — I was at the house of Mr. Blaisdell 
by the persurtsion of others; for as to myself, I made very * 
light of the matter, supposing that the whole was the con- 
trivance of certain persons.

“ We heard rappings, and these sounds were spoken to, 
but no answer obtained. After much altercation (which 
is needless to rehearse), we all came out of the cellar, 
and all went off, except a few persons, of whom I 
was one. Some of Mr. Blaisdell’s family uttered. severe 
expressions against those who went off and did not be- 
lieve. ‘ What do.you want they should believe?’ said I;

. ‘ for my part, I see nothing to believe.’ Immediately 
Mrs. Butler came in from the entry, very much affrighted.
‘ If any one desires to be convinced,’ said she, ‘ let him 
look there in the entry.’ ‘I looked there and saw noth­
ing. Soon alter this, while Mrs. Butler was sitting on 

. the foot of a bed, we heard a sound right against her on 
the outside of the house. Mr. Butler told her to speak to 
it At first she refused. They told her she must Then 
she said to it, ‘ If I am guilty, stay away; if I am clear 
in the name of the Lord, clear me.’ The spirit then 
rapped very hard, so as to shake the house. Some of the 
Company said she must go into the cellar. ‘So I must,’
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said she; ‘ if I do not, she will come into the room; and 
if she does, I shall die. Who will go with me ? ’ D------ _
A------said she woüld go. Thej went, and soon after. we
all went djSwn. Then I plainly heard the' voice say to 
Mrs. Butler, ‘ Go up, that the people inay not think it is . 
you who speak.’ -I saw her go up jnto the room, and '
heard at the saine time the voice in the cellar. • Mr. Blais­
dell asked the spirit whence she came. She answered, 
‘I am from heaven. I am with-God and Christ, angels 
and seraphim, praising God. Glory, glory, glory! ’

“ Mr. Blaisdell asked why she did not manifest herseif 1 
in the fore part of that night to all the people. She an- 
swered, ‘ I was not permitted to come where there was ; 
so much sin.’ | :

“ The spirit then said to Mr. Blaisdell, ‘ Ask the people ;
if they are convinced.’ . |

“ He did so; and I among the rest answered that I was. ■. ‘ 
“ Then the spirit said, ‘ I miist appear; ’ and by her

direction we placed ■ ourselves in order. Then I saw a 
white appearance, at first not more than a foot in height, ' ■ 
but it appeared larger and larger, and more plainly; and 
when it came nearer to me, I was struck with fear, and '• 
left the cellar; but others told_me that afterward they , 
saw the spirit plainly. ' !

“August 13/Ä, 14M.—I again went to. Mr. BlaisdelTs ; 
with forty-seven persons. • . ' ,

“ The spirit now told us again that she was from heaven, | •
and that she was once Nelly Hooper. After much con- 
versation, the spirit said that some of the people were 
faint, and could not hpar all that was to be said,- and that . 1 
we must go up and refresh ourselves.

“ ‘ You must go with me to two places this night,’ said 
she, ‘ and you must be ready at one o’clock.’ ' .

“ ‘ What o’clock is it now ? ’ said Mr. Blaisdell.
“ She said, ‘ Twelve, twelve, twelve ! ’
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“ We went up immediately and Iqoked on the watch, 
and it was exactly twelve. 1 , .

“ In a short time, hearing the usual sign, we returned. 
Among many other words which 1 do not remember, Mr. 
Downing asked the sfpirit if she knew him; she an- 

■ swered, ‘ Yes,’ and callqd him by name. He asked her if 
she was ever at his house. She änswered that she had been 
once there with her mother. At length she told us that 
we must go up, and she would walk Iwith us behind, with 
Mrs. Butler. ‘ But you must walk in order, two and two,’ 
said she, ‘ singing a psahn ; for God. is a God of prder.’ 
Some person asked when she would be ready. She said, > 
‘I will let you know.’ ’

“Some person again asked what'o’clock it was. She 
answered me. We went up and again looked on the 
watch, and it was one. We attended prayer, and imme­
diately after §he knocked. A psalm was chosen, which 

. the greatest number of us eould- best remember, and it 
’ was sung.as we walked. I was now far forward, and did 

not see the spirit. When we came to Capt Millar’s, the 
spirit rapped there, and Capt. Millar, with. Capt. Paul 
Blaisdell, and some others, went into the cellar, and I 
heard themi talk, but eould not understand what was said 
to them. Then word cpme to* us that we must stand out 
in the field before the house — that she would appear be­
fore us, and walk with Mrs. Butler, that the people might 
be convinced that Mrs. Butler had told the truth in relat- 
ing that she had walked with her before. Then we all

‘ stood before the house. Mrs. Butler put on a black 
cloak, and when she had walked a little distance from 
us, as before directed by the spirit, I heard her groan bit- 
terly, and soon after I saw the appearance of a wöman in 
white walking with ber. Suddenly Mrs. Butler sung a 
part of that hymn called ‘New Jerusalem.’ Then she 
came to us, and we all went back in order to Mr. Biais- 
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dell’s. .1 then looked back and saw a person in white, 
walking with. Mrs, Butler. After we returned to the 
house, MrsXButler appeared very weary and exhausted.

“ I asked her at what time the spirit came to her. ' She 
told me it was after. she had .walked a little distance from 
the people. ‘ When you heard - me groan,’. said she, i 
‘ then I saw it coming towards me; I am always more • J 
afraid when I only see it than I am after it Bas spoken 
to me; and she then told me not to be scared, that-she , 
was not come to hurt me, and that if I would sing a 
hymn it would expelmy fears.’” ■ . .

The following is the testimony of Capt Millar, whose । 
house was • the scene of the remarkable Visitation above 
mentioned:— *

TESTIMONY OF CAPTAIN JAMES MILLAR. ' .

a August *ith. — Mr. Blaisdell came to my house, and de- 
sired me to go to his own, where I might hear and seö for 
myself. He also w.ent to Capt Samuel Simson’s with the i 
same request. Capt. Simson and his wife, S------B-----

‘ and N---- — G------, who were there, came with him to my
house, and we all went to Mr.xglaisdell’s. When we had ' 
been there some minutes, Capt, Simson, by desire, prayed. ■ 
His prayer was immediately followed by a knocking, and j 
we all went into the cellar. Mr. Blaisdell asked what was : • 
wanted, and who it was. It answered, ‘ I was once Nelly I 
Hooper.’ I asked, ‘ How was man made?’ ‘Outof the * 
dust,’ said the vqice; ‘dust thou art, and unto dustshalt [ 
thou return. You have the Bible, and that is God’s j, 
truth, and do you abide by it Lbve God, and keep his । 
commandments.’ After some conversation with Mrs. Sim- ' ‘ 
son and others, she said, ‘I must go,’ and we heard no ' 
more. It was now broad daylight, the outer cellar door । 
being open, and utterly impossible that any living .person ,. 
should be there but those whom we could see and know.
The voice was about six feet from me. '
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“ August Qth. — I went to that house with many people, 
among whom I observed much disorderly behavior. The

• spirit spoke but little, and I returned with ä resolution to 
go no.more tö that house on such an errand. 1

■ .“August Hih.—J/ust before daylight,I heard singing
■ a/l lay in bed, approaching to my house. Presently, by 
my leave, my house was filled with people, and I heard 
knockings on the floor. By the desire of certain persons, 
I went into the cellar with Capt. Paul Blaisdell. After 
some discourse of the voice with him, which I understood 
not; I heard sounds of knocking near me. I asked, 
‘ What dd you want of me ? ’ It answered, ‘ I have 
come to let you know that I can speak in this cellar as 
well as in the other. Are you convineed ? ’ I answered, ,

•11 am.’ ‘ Now,’ said the voice, ‘ the Company must be 
solemn, and stand in Order before your door; I am going 
to appear. Now, do you remember that I was once 
Nelly Hopper ? ’ We went up, and complied with her 
direction, 'and I saw a personal shape coming towards us, 
white as the light By the spectre’s order, as I was 
informed, Mrs. Butler went towards her. ‘ Lydia,’ said 
the spectre, ‘you are scared, you must sing.’ Then she 
sung a hymn. The spirit came alrnost to us, then 
tumed, and Mrs. Butler with her, and went several rods 
towards Capt Sitnson’s, and appeared to take her by the 
hand, to urge her on further, and disappeared in our 
sight. Mrs. Butler returned, and informed the Company, 
as I was told, that if they would walk to Mr. Blaisdell’s 
solemnly, as to a funeral, the spirit would walk with Mrs. 
Butler, behind them. The Company did so. But I, being 
far forward, saw nothing. James Millab.”

TESTIMONY OF MRS. MARY JORDAN.

“ On tfie 4th of August, 1800, about two hours before 
daylight, whiie I slept at Mr. Blaisdell’s house, I was
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' ■ awaked by the sound of knocking. I got up, and with 
about twenty others’went into the cellar. There I heard 
a voice s^paking to us, as I never heard before nor since. 
It was sh'rill, but very mild and pleasant

“ Mr. Blaisdell, addressing the .voice, said that several 
persons (of whom I was ohe) had come from a distance to 
obtain satisfaction, and desired'that she would teil us who 
she was, and the, design of her coming.

“ She answered that she was once Nelly Hooper, and 
after she was married, became Nelly Butler. •

“ After much conversation of a religious naturö, she ap­
peared to us. . At first the apparition was a mere mass of • 
light; then it grew into a personal form, about as tall as 
myself.' We stood in two ranks, about four feet apart 
Between these ranks she slowly passed and repassed, so 
that any of us could have handled her. When she passed • 
by me, she was so near that if’she had fyegn a substance I 
should certainly have feit it The apparition had a con­
stant tremulous motion. At last the personal form be- 
came shapeless, expanded every way, and vanished in a 
moment

“ Nothing more being now s^en or heard, we were mov- 
ing to go up, when the voiee desired us to tarry longer.

“We did so, and the spiri^ .talked with us another hour, 
even till broad daylight She mentioned to us the ill- 
treatment which Mr. JJlaisdell’s family had suflfered by 
reproach and false accusation, and told us they would on 
her account be yet more despised and ridiculed.

“Her discourse concluded by a solemn exhortation. 
After speaking much more that I cannot remember, sh$ 
sang praises, and left us. Her notes were very pleasant. 
Her words were no higher than common, yet they were 
exceedingly impressive. Maby Jobdan.”
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TESTIMONY OF MRS. WEKTWORTH (SISTER OF THE APPARITION).

“On the 2d-of-January, 1800, Hannah Blaisdell came to 
Mr. Butler’s house, and informed me that the extraordi- 
nary voice which they hab heard, had declared itself to 
be •fliat oF my sister, t(nd that I must go to her father’s 
house. * 1 '

“ I replied tb her face that I did not believe it The 
next day I received the same message from three other 
persons of other families, to whom I returned the same . 
answer. .

“ Neverthe.less, I was at last persuaded, and accompanied 
Capt Butler and my husband to Mr. Blaisdell’s house. 
Capt. Butler and I examined the cellar with a candle. 
Capt. Simson and some others went with us.

“ I held Lydia (Mrs. Butler) by the arm, when we heard 
a loud knocking, and the sound of a voice which brought

. fresh to my mind my sister’s voice.
“ This voice spoke several sentences, which were such 

as my sister used to utter, and from this time I cleared 
Lydia of the voice, and accused the devil

“August Sih-. — Was there again with about thirty oth­
ers, and heard much conversation. The voice was still 
hoarse and thick, like that of my sister on her death- 
bedf but more hollow. Sometimes it was clear and 
pleasant a

, “ August 14/7«. — I heard the same voice in the same
place, and did then believe it was my sister. She talked 
much with Capt Simson, and exhorted the people. I 
heard a private conversation which I had with my sister - 
in her life-time, and which I had never repeated to any 
one. We were alone together; but may it not have been 
oyerheard by some evil spirit who now personales my 
sister ? I know of no reason for her coming. .

“ Sally Wentworth.”
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TESTIMONY OF MR. JAMES SPRINGER.

“August 13/ä, 1800.—After inuch conversation with 
the spectre, s^fe told us that she must talk and appear at 
the house of Capt. Millar, because he had reported that 
she could not be anywhere but at Mr. Blaisdell’s house. 
‘ And Lydia must walk with me,’ she said, ‘ that you may

. all see that she is one person, and I another.’
“ We walket! in Order, two and two, to the house, and I 

’ saw the spirit appear and disappean several times.
“ Whilst we were at Capt. Millar’s house, we stood in the 

field, whilst Mrs. Butler, in great fear, walked with the 
spirit, before our eyes, a few rods towards Mr. Simson’i

“ Then Mrs.. Butler came tp us and said we must return 
to her father’s house, two an,d two, singing.a hymh, and 
she and the spectre would walk with us.. We did so. Mr. 
Paul Simson and I walked behinji, if possible to see the 
apparition. When we had walked about fifteen rods, I 
saw a white appearance to the left hand. As we passed 
it, it feil into rank, and walk^l with' Mrs., Butler. Mr. 
Downing and I turned and) Iqoked upon, them, and heard 
them talk. • We kept walking on, then stopping to look 
at them, all the way. We heardxjjjem speaking all the 
time, but in a low voice. The spirit appeared in a per­
sonal form, with arms locked,'as white as snow, and about

i as fall as Mrs. Butler.
“ Soon after daybreak I saw it.plainly vanish. .

“James Springer.”

. Most of the affidavits are to the same effect as the 
above. Many of them state that the spirit often appeared, 
bearing a very small child in her arms. That the parti- 
cles of luminous matter that seemed to compöse her were 
tremulous, in copstant motion, presented no resisfance to 
the touch, and were always white and shining. x
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if.beholding a ‘ghost,’ yet- after a
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All the witnessps saw her with more or less distinctness, 
• and all heard her voice, and bore testimonyto its remark- 

able shrillness, and “inimitable” peculiarity.
Mr. Cummings’ pamphlet concludes with the following 

summary of the manifestations. -
‘J At first, the terr 

excited by the idea _ _ . .
little discourse with her, their fear.s were entirely dissi- 
pated, and succeeded by a singulär pleasure, so delightful 
was the mode of her address and conversation............

“ The spirit was always extremely disposed to piety; 
sang hymns, uttered prayers, exhorted, quoted Scripture, 
and joined with her wonderfully sweet but indescribable 
voice in the singing of hymns with others.

“ This sarne voice, though inimitable, most nearly re- ‘ 
sembled her own as she was remembered when she lay 
dying. ' ;

“ This apparition impressed all witnesses with feelings 
of pleasure and reverence, except in rare instances, one of 
which occurred at that assembly held in the cellar on the 
night of August 9th, when, as I have said, there were 
gathered some of the best of people, who conducted them- 
selves with order and reverence; but others there were, 
who uttered such profanity and derision as rendered them - k 
unworthy to obtain conviction ; and thereby, as the spirit 
afterwards declared, she could not manifest herseif 
amongst them, so that save some knockings and a few 
sentences spoken, no tokens of her presence could be 
given. ■ ’

“ The spectre gave a number of extraordinary mes- । 
sages, of which the marriage was but one, and that a sub- ; 
Ordinate one to other ends of fer superior magnitude sind ' 
importance. . -

“ These superior ends you will know hereafter, but they 
cannot, they must not be written.” ....

I
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, No doubt can exist that if the parties interested in 
these stränge phenomena eould have epnsidered and in- 

'•vestigated them with the same practiced coolness that 
characteriz0 the visitors of our modern'spirit circles, most 
valuable and important views of spirit life, its laws and 
conditions, might have been gathered from such unusual 
opportun! ties for the inquiry; but amidst the fear, igno- 
rance, and superstitiori which- have for Centimes obscured 
man’s views of spiritual -existence, it was next to impossi- 
ble that ~even one risen from the dead should be able to 
bring conclusive evidence of her presence, pr inform the 
prejudiced and bigoted concemihg the true conditions of 
spirit life. ’

Still, the- details of this remarkable case are too circum- 
stantial^and well attested to leave room for döubt con- 
cemingTts main facts, and they unquestionably form one 
of the most singulär and authentic evidences of direct 
spirit commuriion that the annals of history can furnish 
in America, prior to the great outpouring from which the 
modern movement of Spiritualism dates in 1848.

(To be cootinued.)
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SIBYLLINE LEAVES IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY.

THE FOX FAMILY.'

' BY VESPER. .

Few individuals in any age or generation will bequeath 
a more remarkable legacy to posterity than the family 
whose name Stands at the head of this article. -

Spiritual visitatioris, and phenonienal signs of spiritual 
presence, have been the rule rather than the excep'tion of 
hu»^.n experience, in some form or other, in every genera­
tion, in every country, and amongst all classes of soeiety.

Affirmations to this effect -have been so constantly reit- 
erated by the Spiritualists, and citations, demonstrating 
the truth of the assertion, have been so abundantly inter- 
spersed in Spiritual literature, that it would be super- 
fluous to offer any remarks or narrations in confinnation 
of such a position. What our vety positive informants 
on these subjects have somewhat garbled in their confi- 
dent assertions is, the Statement that modern Spiritualism 
dates its System of signal communion from the Fo^ 
family, and that through their Inspiration mankind has 
Jerived the astonishing disclosures that have been made 
conceming the spirit world, its inhabitants, and their 

. identity with the souls of our progepitors.
The author of “ Modem American Spiritualism,” in her 

voluminous record of “ a twenty years’ open communion 
between the world of Spirits and mortals,” makes this same 
Claim for the Fox family, and hazards the assertion that 

' upon a child’s discovery that the invisible rapper who dis« 
turbed the peace of the Fox family could “both see and 

3 ' •
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hear,” the whole of the subsequent communion was up- 
reared qs. a superstructure upon a corner-stone. The fact 
is, that in ,oj.ir. ajfnazement at the spontaneity and breädth 
■of tlre’Spijjituaffc movement since 1848, we have attributed

undue specialty Ito the means employed, and forgotten 
or overlooked the tpany evidences which history records, 
proving that the spirit world could hold communion with 
uiortals By megins of preconcerted signals on the prin- 
ciple of a telegraph. The history of magic, the accounts 
of the Sibyls furnished by the most reliable Greek and 
Roman authors, the ghastly records of the witchcraft 
persecutions, in fact every narrative of “ supernatural ” 
oceurrences, wherever found, abounds with testimony of 
thg» inethods employed in the communion between the* 
visible and invisible worlds of humanity.

We need but refer to two well-marked instances of this 
direct communion, obtained through the modes of signab 

. ing claiined to have originated with the Fox family, at 
Hydesville, to show the universality of the practice, and 
how stupidly apathetic mankind has been in neglecting 
the means thus aflbrded for searching into nature’s most 
profound and sublime of mysteries, namely, the Science 
and functions of the human soul.

About the beginmng of this Century, the local Journals 
in the west of England were^filled with accounts of the 
marvelous doings of an invisible tormentor, who held pos­
session of an old-fashioned fann-house situated at Sandford, 
six miles from the town of Tiverton, in the county of 
Devonshire, England. After a great variety of demon- 
strations had been made, of a character tallying closely 
with the ordinary doings of haunting spirits in general, 
attention is called to the fact that the supposed “ghost” 
amused itself by knocking on the under side of a table, 
around which it was the custom of the gentfemen of the ' 
neighborhood to assemble night after night, with a ,view
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\>f what they called “ laying the ghost.” Düring these 
exercises, we are informed, upon the most credible testi- 
mony, Üiat when a certain number of cöins were laid orr 
the table, the ghost, in compliance with the wish of the • 
assembied Company, would knock out correctly the exact 

' number; again, it would discourse with questioners by 
signals, answering “ yes,’.’ or “ no,” by so many knocks, 
and it was thus ascertained that the communicant was a . 
female.

As we derive our Information on this famous case of 
haunting, not only from old printed records of the time, 
but also from a venerable lady who was an .,eye-witness of 
the scenes as they transpired, we are in a position to af- 
firm that “ the thing,” invisible as it was’tt^those whose 
quiet it disturbed, could talk, see, and hea^and-the proof 
was rendered just as conclusively as at Hydesville, some' , 
forty years later. As we have cited a modern instance, 
selected out of multitudes at our commarid, we shall fol- 
low it up with a description of an ancient form of signal- 
ing practiced- both by the Greeks and Romans, and called 
“ Dactyliomancy.” .The account ■which we are about to 
transcribe, is a free translatiqn. from the works of Ammi-. 
anus Marcellinus. He writes thus: — ”

In the days of the Emperor Valens, A. o._ 371, some Greek Theur- 
gists were brought to trial for having attempted to ascertain* who would' 

- succeed to the throne, by magieal rites. A small table or tripod, used in 
their ceremonials, was brought into court, and the unhappy culpritSj hav­
ing been put to the torture, gare the following account of their art: 
‘ We 'constructed, most venerable judges, this small^ill-omened table, 
which you behold, aller the likeness of the Delphian Tripod, with the 
wood of laurel, and witb solemd auspices. Having duly oonsecrated. it 
by prououncing over it words of magieal power and awful potency, wo 
succeeded, after placing our hauds upon it many times, in causing it to 
move. Now at the time when we-consulted it to learn the secrets of 
futurity, our männer was this : We placed the tripod in the centre of a 
house which had been pnrified throughout by Arabian incense. We then 
placed a round dish of various metallic substances, carefully purified and 
cpnsecrated, upon i£'



36 Sibglline Leaves in ihe Nineteenih Century.'"

On tlie circular rim of this dish tlie foiir and twenty charijeters of the 
alpliabet were cut with much skill, and placed at exact distances apart. 
Then one clad in linen garments from headto foot,and carrying branehes 
of the sacred Inurel in his hand, liaying propitiated the god who makes 
respouses, and invoked his presence in set forms, with all' due gesture and . 
reVjrence, sets this disb up in the tripod, and balaneee over it a pure gold 
'ring, which he suspends a: the end of a line linen thread. This ring 
liuving, been duly consecrated, likewise the linen thread, and both being 
left to hang there for a time at the pleasure of the deity öf the ceremo- 
nial, presently the ring begins to dart out, and strikes at intervals the 
particular letters that attract it; in this way, 0 most venerable judges, 
heroic verses are' recited by the moving ring, and the questions we put 
to tbe gods were answered after tbe mode common in the oracles, and 
with all the truth and iuspiration due to Branchidte. As we were then 
and there inqniring who should succeed the present emperor, the ring 
darting out had touched tlie letters Theod, when some" one present ex- 
claimed that Theodorus was anuouneed as appointed by fatc. Suppos- 
ing that Theodoras must be the person designed, We pursued our inqui- 
ries no further.' ”

'■ Gibbon, the historian, notices this accou'nt, and adds, 
that the Emperor Valens, jealous of the successor thus 
named, strove to elude the decrees of fate by causing 
Theodorus to be put to death ; but the. person who actu- 
ally did succeed to the throne was named Tkeodoitius, and 
the fact that the real termination of his name was not 
given by the ring Oracle, is supposed to have been a 
divine interposition J;o avert in his person the fate which 
befell thö unlucky Theodorus, •

The citations here offered are not designed to invali- 
date the worth of the discovery effected by little Kate 
Fox, nor to deprive the modern Spiritualists of any credit 
which they may be disposed to claim for their systematic 
methods of communion with the world of spirits; on 
the contrary, it is clear, that Greeks and Romans, Jews 
and Gentiles, of all ages, classes, and conditions, have been 
favored with opportunities of a precisely similar charac­
ter to those vouchsafed to the American Spiritualists; but 
it is a fact that .can no longer be blotted Out of history or

' ■ /
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“ pooh-poohed ” off by scoffing materialism, that a Yan­
kee cbild of scarce nine sommers led the way to the 
threshoJfTof a sublime Science, the clue to which philoso- 
phers, school men, doctors, and sages5- have been grop- 
ing in vain to find.for ages. .

The hjßtory of the disturbances at Hydesville, and the 
incidents generally charäcterized as the “Rochester 
knockings,” are now so familiarly known, and have so 
universally found their place in all modern records of the 
supramundane, that it would be equally tedious and 
irrelevant to reiterate the details of these events. We 
shall'therefore limit our remarks to the personuet and influ­
ence of'this singularly favored family, and introduce 
them severally and singly to the reader’s notice as the 
legitimste stärting-point of future biographical sketches, 
in which- it is proposed to rev-iew the specialties of the . 
exceptional personages who have figured in the spiritual 
movement . 4

Abont the time' of the Hydesville disturbances, the 
Fox family consisted of a father, mother, and quite a nu- 
merojjs family of sons and daughters, most of whom were 
grown up and settled in life. ^Är. John D. Fox, the father 
pf the family, was a very respektable farnier, and had once 
owned a fine estate in CanadaJ where Margaretta, one of 
the celebrated sisters, was borr. . .

Some reverses of fortune ciused the parents to move ' 
from Canada to the western prrt of New York State, aqd 
subsequently to settle in the little redidence at Hydes- 
ville, where the “disturbances,” since so renowned, first ' s 
began. . ‘

The scene of these remarkable developments is a quiet 
village, sparsely settled, and distant from Rochester about 
twenty-five miles. The house formerly occupied by the 
Fox family is now much changed • but when they resided 
there, it was a simple, uupretending frame building, con-
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sisting of a few rooms on the .ground floor, a cellar be- 
neath, and a half story above the house.

Those who, like the writer, have visited the place since 
become so memorable, could by no stretch of. the Imagi­
nation or flight of fancy connect aught that was weird . 
or^pccult with such plain and unassuming sürroundings.' •
There were, it is true, reports that the family of the 
former tenant, one Michael Weekman, had both seen and ■
heard nnaccountable things in that dwjelling; but.all the .

' ordinary features of gloom and traditionary horror, which 
are supposed -to be the conöomitand of spectral haunt- 
ings, were lacking in this little country place. No groves 
or shadowy forest a-cades are there to afibrd means of-. - 
concealment, or suggest thoughts of evil import. A more

4 unsensational spot it would be difficult to find, and except ‘ ■ 
that the few scattered houses which constitute the vil- 
lage, are removed by a three or four niiles’ ride from the 
Newark Railway Station, it has not even the chann of ru­
ral solitude to stimulate the fancy of the ghost hunter. 
Abont three miles from the village resided Mr. David Fox, 
an elder brother of the sisters, and a rnarried man, with 
children. Mr. D. Fox is a farmer by profession, and a 
person of most excellent reputation, gentle manners, and 
kind, hospitable disposition.

In the little tepement itself lived Mr. and Mrs. Fox, 
and their two youngest children, girls whose ages have - 
been so difierently represented that we dp not feel free 
to make any direct Statements on the subjecL •

■ The author of “ Modern American Spiritualism,” quot- 
ing from the affidavits of the mother, father, and neigh- 
bors present at the first investigations, represents the chil- 
dren as having been at the respective ages of nine and 
eleven years.

The family themselves state that they were some years 
younger; It is enough to know however that their
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\ ‘ • tender age forbids the possibility of the supposition that 
they could have been party to, mach less have originated . 
a system of imposture shrewd enough to baffle thoiisands 
of the -'keenest minds of the age, and defy the searchr t 
ing scrutiny of investigating committees, selected frorn 
amongst the profoundest scientists and jurists that the 
country could boast of. . • •

The story of a peddler havin'g mysteriously disappeared 
after spending the night .with a former tenant of the . 
house; the sudden display of wealth exhibited by the ’ 
persons subsequently accused by the “ rapping spirit ” of 
being bis murderer; the speetral sights and sounds that 
disturbed the peace of the tenants of the house; all these 
circuinstances, together with the details of the events 
which transpired in connection with this occult narrative, ! 
are too fully recorded in Hardinge’s “History of Modern 
American Spiritualism,” to need more than a passing notice ' 
here. The person who iinmediately preceded the Fox 
family in the occupancy of the haunted dwelling, Mr.

. Michael Weekman, although disturbed by many preter- 
natural sights and. sounds, lacked the cpurage or the r 
acumen necessary to analy^ejtheir nature, or eise he was 
not deemed the fitting instrument to outwork the stupend­

'. ous results of which they were but the “ John Baptists.”
The two little Fox children, Margaretta and Catherine, 

were evidently organized with the peculiar force neces- .1 
sary to form the required spiritual battery. ,

The sounds during their residence in the house were - ' 
loud, incessant, and varied, with signs and-tokens of a., 
terrible presence recalling an act of secret murdep The 
31st day of March, now held sacred as the most memo- 
rable of anniversaries by t)ie Spiritualists of America, saw “ 
the first spirit circle on earth gathered together round the 
bed of the little children; and subsequently, when they • 
were removed on that same night from the house, the
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circle increased from the first few neighbors called- in to 
an assemblage of all the near residents, attracted to the 
place by the report that the hauntings which had for 
some months previous become notorious, were at last dis- 
covered to have been. produced by the spirit of a imir- 
der®d peddler. \ ’

We cannot here foroear from öalling attention £o two 
circumstances which should have peremptorily exempted 
the Foxes from the slanderous and inapplicable suspicions 
of imposture that were so often launched "against' them. 
The first of these was, that on the night of the 31st of 
March, when the inhabitants of the village had, iri great 
numbers, full possession of Mr. Fox’s hoqse, and the.sounds 

• were proceeding with great force, and rendering in teili: *
gent answers to all querists, the whole bf the Fox family 
were.absent, having quitted the distracting scene, and 
taken refuge with one of their neighbors. And the next 
point, in evidence of their complete exculpation, is the 
vigorous and exhaustive researches that were made in 
every nook and corner, and beneath every plank, stone, 
or scrap öf mortar that constituted the simple dwelling;

. and all this time the raps were sounding oiit vigorously, 
and all this search ended without the discovery of a single 
earthly cAuse which cpuld account for them. The Fox 
family continued some months at Hydesville, enduring a 
perfect storm-of insult, persecution, and slander, from the 
multitudes who flocked to their house as much from curi- 
osity to hear the stränge sounds, as from a malicious de­
sire to torture and annoy the unfortunate subjects of 
them.

At length they removed to Rochester, where a married 
daughter, Mrs. Fish {n£e Leafi Fox), soon afterwards be­
came, like her young sisters, a powerful medium for the 
sounds. It is enough here to add that the poor children, 
Margaretta and Kate, were made the subjects of the most

)
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rigid scrutiny to which any persons in a modern age and 
civilized community were ever subjected. Besides three 
nightsof public exhibition at Corinthian Hall, Rochester, 
at which three several comiuittees, cbosen by the citizens 
from amongst themselves, reported in favor of the spiritual 
hypothesis, and emphatically repudiated the possibility of 

> imposture, the sisters were often examined by commit- 
tees pf ladies to ascertain that no detonating Instru­
ments were concealed in their clothing. They travelled 
for several years from city tö city, submitting patiently . 
and frankly to all sorts of so-called “ scientific ” experi­
ments, Standing on glass tuinblers, tied up in silk bags, 
placed on feathers, and more than once half immersed in 
tanks of water, for the purpose of ascertaining how far 
electrical conditions could affect the sounds.-

That surrounding mental conditions, and the vital mag- 
netic states of others, could exert most important influences' 
on the production of the manifestations, has been proved 
beyond the1 power of dispute, but it has never yet been 
shown that material substances afiected them one way or 
the other. . .

” In the prosecution of tljeir mediumistic labors during a 
period of over twenty-four years, it may well be supposed. 
the Foxfamily have witnesse^ experiences unparalleled in 
history, and only e<|ualed by the martyrdoms of the dark 
ages for the amount of pejreecution, slander, and even dan- 
ger that they have endured.’ v'

Their custom was to go to some of the principal cities of 
the* Union, hire rooms afone of the chief hotels, advertise u 
their presence, and sit atjstated houra for s^ances, at which . 
the public were admitted ,on payment of the required fees. 
Now a close observation of .the conduct of the numerous 
investigators who have witnessed their demonstralions, 
leods the writer to conclude that if these mediums had 
been so circumstanced as to have been able to admit their
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investigators free of charge, iiot one word of suspicion 
on the genuine character of their manifestations would 
have been breathed against them; but as they had to 
pay railway fares, hotel bills, and other expenses incident 
to the outward demainds- of human life'; as they had 
givdän up every bther (means of earning a livelihood but 
that of charging a modest fee for their time and Service, 
so they were instantly set down as impostors and delud- 
ers, and all their toi], anguish of mind. loss of reputation, 
health, time, and domestic privacy, were assumed to have 
been sacrificed for. the sake of the hazardous and often 
insufficient subsistehce their life martyrdom procured for 
them. Their true histories as public persons; the inci- 
dents of their early developments, sufterings, trials, and 
dangers, have been placed so fully before the world, that 
we shall content ourselves by adding only a few particulars 
concerning their personal appearance and the specialties 

. which may be expected to distinguish such exceptioual 
persons. The good father and mother—now passed to 
their happy rest — were. a pious and exemplary couple.

Many are the Veteran Spiritualists of New York and. 
other cities who still remember the k-ind, motherly face 
bf Mrs. Fox, with her patient, gentle expression, sad, sweet 
smile. and the fringe of snowy hair which bordered her 
thoughtful brow, a snow"that had'silvfered that venerable 
head in the agonizing fear and torment of only one single 
week spent in the possessed house at Hydesville. The 
writer of tliis article has met and conversed with a quiet, 
unobtrusive little old gentleman, a member of the Tem- 
perance League, and a good 'Methodist, who some twelve 
years ago spent an evening in his Company ; and though 
speaking little, and that in a mild and somewhat timid 
way, became an- object of interest to all assembled, from 
the fact that he was the father of the celebrated “ FoX 
girls.”
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The eldest of the three sisters who became so fained
jas mediums för the rappings, etc., was at one time the 
subject of the most powerful manifestations prodiiced
amongst them.

For several years she resided in New York, and it has 
been estimated, by one who deems he has ample testi- 
mony for the figures rendered, that she must have sat 
during her public mediumship, for over twenty thousand 
inqüirers. ■ .

Besides the methods of communicating with spirits 
through the raps alphabetically sounded, and spelling out 
long Communications, this lady, like her younger sisters, 
was favored with ä great variety of manifestations gener- 
ally called “physical force.” Illuminated* figures have 
been seen to come and go, in her presence.' Lights of 
various sizes, forms, and colors, have filled her circle 
rooms. Every description of object, large and small, 
has been carried hither and ti^ither. Every variety of 

• sound, from the sawing of plariks to the terrible phe^ 
nomena of a storm at sea, or the horrors of the battle-
field, have been faithfully delineated through her medium- . 
ship. .

Miss Leah Fox, afterwards Mrs. Fish, of Bochester, now • 
Mrs. Underhill, of New York, is at present fortunately re- 
moved by her husband’s position and wealth from the ter­
rible trials which formerly beset her as ,a public medium. 
Miss Katy Fox’s powers have been more widely called forth 
than those of either o/^her sisters; her position having 
been, and still continuing, those of a medium for thewprld 
at large. Some of her most reinarkable experiences oc- 
curred during the time that she was engaged by Horace 
H. Day, Esq., of New York, to give free public sittings at. 
a circle-room, which the liberality of that gentleman sus- 
tained entirely at his owif expense for some years.

Here MissxFox was visited by thousands of eagerly in- 
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quiring minds, and though the phenomena pröduced in 
these sittings were chiefly confined to tests of personal 
identity, and messages speit out by loving spirits tp their 
earthly 'friends, it may be calculated that through these 
means, hundreds of minds, hitherto blind to the light of 
immortality, have been) gladdened by its realization, and 
multitudes of berenved irioumers have entered that young 
lady’s presence, to leave it rejoicing in reunion with 
their beloved dead. Very marvelous accpunts of phe­
nomena have-freen published concerning the substantinl- 
ityand vivid apparition of.the spirits who manifested 
through Miss Kate Fox’s mediumship, in the presence of 
two gentlemen of New York, eminent for their high char- 
acters and social Standing; but as these narratives have 
been so fully detailed in other publications, it would be 
supererogatory to repeat them here.

In a book which has recently appeared in New York, 
. entitled “The Love Life of ®r.-Kane,” a series of letters 

are given, addressed by that eminent gentleman to Miss 
Margaretta Fox, and publishesl by her and her friends, 
with a view of substantiating her claim to be recognized 
,as the wife of Dr. Kane, and to reccive from his family tlie 
dower which would accrue to her as his widow.

The general opinions of the world on this subject,-as 
well as a fair description of one or two episodes in the 
life of Margaretta Fox, may not unaptly be gathered 
from an article on her return to Rochester, in 1867, to re- 

■ sume her profession as a public medium. The.exceipt 
is taken from the Rochester Express of April 29th, 
1867: —

• SPIRITUALISM. •, •

BETUItH OF MARGARETTA FOX TO ROCKRSTBR.

We leam thutone of the original “ Fox girls,” who in 1818-50 visited 
this City, und by or through whom the stränge and inexplicable nianifes- 
talions called “spirit rtippings ” and “ Rochester knockings ” were made,
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bas returned liere, and intends to afford those who desire to hear the re- 
markable sounds, which fbrmerly crcnted a profound excitement through-. 
out the country, an opporlunity of doing so.

Margaretla— now liere— wliile in Philadelphia in 1852, giving pub- 
lic “ mauifestations,” met the late Dr. Elisha Kent Kanu, the great Arc- 
tic explorer, and ä reciprocal attacbment sprang up between tbetn, which 
flnally led to a promise of tnarriage, which does not appear to have been 
solemirized by uny religious ceremony, but the relalion was acknowledged 
in letters written to her by Dr. Kane. The claim of Margaretla to be 
regarded äs the widow of the deceased explorer, has been suhjected to a 
legal test, which is not yet decided. In self-defense ehe has published a 
volume of letters received from the 'Doctör, in which he gives expression 
to bis affection .in the niest tender terms of endearment, and. addresses 
her as bis “ wife.” This book is for sale at the bookstores, but we be- 
lieve that the lady and her friends would rather prefer to withdraw it 
than seek to give it a wider circulation. After her ongagempiit to 
Dr. Kane (by wliom she was placed at school during Jus absence on 
his grand and last expedition to the Arctic seas), and at his request, she 
bas desisted from tbe exercise of medinmship in public. But while re- 
sfding recently with a sister in Canada, the rappings recommenced, and 
her return to this city to resume the public manifestations was imposed 
by the persisteut commands of the invisible ageuts. In obedience to 
this, %nd upon a release from tbe Obligation given to the Doctor, by the 
Same ineans, she appeafs here. We shnll probably be able to announce 
her furtber movemeuts, if tbe design is carried out. •

'in 1858, Margaretta joii^ed the Catholic Ohurch, and 
her public profession of faiuFin its doctrines occasioned 
much comment, and not a little denunciation from many 
of the Spiritualists, who deemed her opportunitiesfor com­
munion with the spirit world should have ^hielded her 
frotn the tendency to put herseif into the bor^dage which 
priestly authority must henceforth exercis.6 over her 
mind. It should be remembered, however, in ’reviewing 
this retnarkable step, that the faith of Dr. Kane was pro- 
fessedly adverse to the Spiritual hypothesis.

Warm as are the expressions of attachment contained 
in bis published letters, they continually reaffirm his skep- 
ticism in spiritual communion, and his abhorrence of the 
idea that spirits were the source of Miss Fox’s stränge en-
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dowments. In many instances he hesitates not to imply 
that her “ gifts ” were nothing more than “ deception,” and 
though it is unreasonable to suppose he could have cher- 
ished a-sincere affection for a person whom he knew to 
be guilty of so foul and monstrous a wickedness as fraud, 
in tilg most sacred of alllsubjects, it seems plausible to be- 
lieve that he avowed these sentiments to pique her into a 
renunciation of her faith, and a protnise to discontinue 
her vocation as what he contemptuously termed a “ spirit 
rapper.”

The unbonrided influence. which the brilliant and pop­
’ ular navigator obtained over the plastic mind of the poor 

young medium, is demonstrated in every line of their 
curious correspondence. '

He succeeded in obtaining her solemn pledge not to 
. practice her mediuniship, and even to avoid some of her 

near Connections who were engaged in m’ediumistic 
labors ; to eschew the Company pf the Spiritualists, and 
spend the weary months of his absence in his last Arctic 
expedition in scholastic pursuits, conducted by a talented 
lady, for whose Services, as Miss Fox’s preceptress, Dr. 
Kane paid ’with princely liberality. How far family influ­
ence, or the tempting fiend of expediency, governed his 
conduct towards Miss.Fox, it is needless now to iriquire. 

. TEiiough that she devoted a few brief years of her stränge 
life to him, und that a mixture of the most chivalric ten- 
derness and faltering purpose marked his treatment of the 

■ soul thus committed to his Charge. Sad and deplorable re- 
sults most commonly ensue from mistakes which, however 
slight in their enactment, too often color a life commenced 
under their inauspicious influence. Margaretta Fox, left 
alone, .without even the halting protection which her be- 
trothed extended to her, when he passed away in the prime 
of his early manhood, .—Margaretta Fox, with a desolate 
heart, and tostes cultivated far above the Station she was in
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future destined to occupy, like a waif cast on the ocean of 
. life, without rudder, compass, or pilot, fled, like a wounded 

hart, to. the shelter of the Roman Church, and sought 
compensation in the extended arins.-of that hob/ mother 
for the staff and strength that was broken with the cord 
of her lover’s life. Whatever she has been since, or may 
become hereafter, Margaretta Fox in a measure may at­
tribute' to the fosieriny eure and pious influences of the relig- . 
ion-which she has adopted, and the teachings of the 
saintly men upon whose counsels she relies for strength 
and guidance in her bereavement and isolation.

Lei us hope that the holy mother Lfhureh and her reverend 
ministers will have a faithful account to. render of their 
Charge over the soul of poor Margaretta. " •

In closing this brief sketch of persons, thejinfluence of 
whose singulär endowments have made a mark upon the 
world which will never be erased, let us ob^erve that all • 
attempts at Statistical Information fail when we seek to 
enumerate the thousands and tens of thqusands whom they 
have’been the means of enlightenihg on the hitherto in­
soluble problem of life beyond the grave. But it is more 
in the direction of qualitjkaf mind than numerical force 
that these wonderful mediums have been instrumental in ' 
revolutionizing their age. .

Legislators, magistrates, judges, doctors, lawyers, edi­
tors, poets, novelists, essayists, scholars of every degree, 
and men and women whose celebrated names are war- 
ranty for their vast spheres'of inflüence, have crowded the 
s£ances of the Fox family, and if all have npt rendered in 
their public acknowledgment of allegiance to Spiritual- 
ism, quite a sufficient number have done äo to confound 
the slanderer and astonish the skeptical.

To transcribe a record of their circles, describe their- ' 
travels, or give accounts of the notewortly Communica­
tions, tösts, and phenomena pro'cured,- by celebrated per- 

t
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sorjages no leas than undistingnished multitudes, would 
occupy the pages of« several volumes; and yet two of 
these modern Sibyls tdive only just attained the meridian 
ofearth life, and thp thirdhas scarccly passed it.

Whät a history is theirs to hand down to posterity! 
wha-t a way-mark will their naines become on the annals 
of tne recording' angel) of eternity! They are no saints 
or subjects for idoTätrous worship in their private Jives. 
Selected as mere children for the special uses their phys- 
•ical organisnis could supply, they have. been for years 
past dragged . before an unsympathetic and often antago- 
nistic public as targets for ribaldry, insolence, scorn, and 
denunciation. Feted, petted, and exalted beyond all 
power of self-control by their admirers, pelted with moral 
niud and libelous filtjj by their enemies, what evenly bal- 
anced qualities of- mind or heart ought to be demanded 
from’ persons thüs trained, and with impressible natures 
thus oscillating belwpen the wildest extremes of good and 
evil intluences ? ,• f . ‘ .

That a kind heavqäly Father will receive them at last 
into his test, that their guardian angels will plead for 
thefn with far mßre j’ustice, mercy, and truth than a 
harshly judging worfd, those who are in the understanding 
of spiritual things, full well know. The patience, candor, 
and purity of coni^uct which marked their days of ex­

. treme youth, and .extreme trial, might have been ineas- 
, urably due to the ^ahgelic guardianship of a most exem- 

plary mother; but had they failed in a thousand of the 
‘ demands which an .ignorant world makes upon the spirit 

medium, the truly spiritual .Student might have found' all- 
sufficient excuses in their stormy lives, and the fact that 
the spirit mediunr’s extreme susceptibility and liability to 
succumb to every surrounding influence, good and bad, is 
the very element which constitutes the subject a good 
wire for the spiritual telegraph.
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In person, the Fox sisters aj-e all more or leas attractive. ' 
The eldest, Mrs. Underhill, might pass for a merry-I.ooking 
Spanish gypsy. The expression of Katy ?ox’s face is sad 
and appöaling, whilst the classical contour of her strongly 
marked features reminds the beholder of the ancient SibyL 
Margaretta’s early youtli was graced with a charming face 
and a highly spiritualized expression.

The männer of all these ladies is modest, unassuming, 
and s.ufficiently polished by intercourse with the best soci­
ety to render them attractive and pleaging. We shall ’ 
conclude our sketch with one or two specimens of ’the 
Communications rapped out, letter by letter, through the 
alphabet,' at some of Mrs. Underhill’s söances.

On the evening of June 5th, 1862, a smäll Company be- 
iug assembled at the residence of Mr. D. Underhill, in 
New York city, a circle was proposed with a view of ques- 
tioning the Controlling spirits of those present, what would 
be the issue of the tremendous struggle then raging be- 
tween the contending armies of the North and South. 
After some unusüally powerful demonstrations, consisting 
of the sounds of marching,- firing, the clashing of swords, 
rolling of drums, and other ^exciting phenomena, signifi- 
cant öf a warlike contest, theTollowing Communications . 
were spellöd out letter by letter: — ‘

“ There must be some desperate struggles before the Union army can ■ 
hold the rebelh'on under control; then many treacberies will be perpo- 
trated throngh the semblance of peace, after which many new and arbi- 
trary enforcemeuts will be carried into effedt, so tbat tbe difficulties can- - . 
not.be determihed for some time. Rebellion is among you every where, 
and tbe only eurb is the law and right to control. Even your leading ' - 
journalists are not reliable; their loyalty is speculative. .

“ I have spoken. Red Jacket.”

“No more peace; uo more love ; no more truth ; all is gone ; my 
spirit sorrow, my light grow dark, my hope fall, and my Form no more 
appear on earth among my tribe ; my featber gone, my axe dull, my ar- 
row broke, and my hand no more pull the string ; my eye uo more take

• • 4
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aim, my work'to do and I no power. Gi’eat Spirit make pale-face look up 
wliere Iielp can come, and then we will fly through nir in cars of fire to 
call the light and Iteat down, to wake up the Lore, Hope, Charity, and 
Faith, which Jias no power now to conquer in the war of eitvy, hatred, 
and rebellion. [ •

“I bitte spoken. , | War Eagle.”

■ It was on the Sunday evening of Feb. 4th, 1863,-that 
the spirit of Charles Horn, the celebrated composer, au- 
thor of the "Deep, Deep Sea.” “I Know a Bank,” and 
numerous other .musical works, the merit and memory of 
which will never bbcome old to the true dile.tanti, an- 
nounced his name, and expressed bis wish to say a few 
words to a lady present who had formerly been a pupil 
of his, a circumstance wholly unknown to any one of the 
Company Hut the lady herseif.

- After some kipdly greetings of a personal cbaracter, 
the spirit spelled out the following answers to questions. 

’. Q. W'hy do you come here this evening, old friend ? •
A^-To greet you, child, and renew the pleasant ac- 

quaintance we formerly.enjoyed on earth. Tie immor- 
tal ever remembers his human attachments, a id- rejoices 
in th£ opportunity of manifesting them. ’

Q. Did you know this family, or ever meet the Foxes 
before to-night ? >

’ A. I am well acquainted with them, dear Etr ma. Their 
mediumship pointedmeon the path to heaven, r nd through

_ them I leamed the realities of life beyond the grave.
(7. You knew them, then, before you died ?

’ A. I did. ' -
< Ö-But did you die ? I thought the spirits did not'be- 
lieve in death. • . ’

. A. Emma, I really died. The change whkh my spirit 
endured in quitting my body was an actual death. Yes, 
I slept the sleep of death, and dreamed'of joy and sorrow, 
happiness and woe j of the long, long agojjof changes,
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disappointments, and friends on earth once dear, but long 
since forgotten. All life’s panoramic forms and images 
returned to me in that long sleep of death like the open 
page of-the judgment angel’s book of doom............

I migh't have slept till now, had not a sweet self-sacrific- 
ing soul put on a rohe of sombre hue suited to the dark- 
ness in which I lay, and descending from the realms of ■ 
light in which He dwells, drew me by the cords of love 
and pity from m y troubled sleep, and led my spirit up 
through scenes of progressive effort to happiness and ad- 
vancement. .

Q. Who was that pitying angel ?
A. Jesus of Nazareth, the friend of publicans and sin- 

ners.” •
To some remarks which were here made in the circle 

questioning the identity of the spirit with one whom. 
some doubted to’ have ever had an historical existence at 
all, the communicating inteljigence replied: — '

“ I testify to the existence of Jesus the martyr of Jeru­
salem, who was born, lived, and died amongst men; the 
great teacher of the religion of love.”

L





“GHOST LAND;" OB, RESEARCHES INTO THE MYS-
• TERIES OF SPIRITUAL EXISTENCE.

• . . BT AÜSTBU. ' '

NO. I. .

The series of papers of which the first number will be found in tbe 
following pages, ara the contributions öl' a gentleman whose high rank in 
society ia a less favorable warrant for bis strict fidelity to truth, than the 
pure and uiiimpeachable character which he has eamed front his fellow-men 
amongst wliom he has moved in many public positions of "honorable dis- ' 
tinction during the last fifty years. In private circle«, and amongst the 
near friends and kindred by whom; he is most intimately known, the 
occult character of bis studies, and the untiring energy with which he has 
pursued his researches iutothe mystic realtns of Spiritual exLstence, seem 
to have enshrouded his real nature with a pall of gloom and dütance, ■ 
which no one seemed .able to penetrate or overcome.

The translator of these pages has long enjoyed the privüege of a 
personal acqnaintauce with their gifted author, and assures ns that de- 
spite the extreme amiability of his mauners. the generosity of his disposi- 
tiou, and his high scholarly attain&ents, his Family regärd him with a ' 
mixture of awe and pity which tend to deepen the singulär isolaüon in 
which his peculiar experiences have plunged him.

One of them. an elderly maiden lady of high, rank, and an occasional 
, attendant on the person of the late Empress of Austria, assnred tbe 
translator that “ every one of true piety and Christian principle,” re- 
garded her unfortunate brother as sold to the Ernt one, and, Fanst-like, 
deemed that he had bartered away his soul for the possession of that 

. fatal and pernicious knowledge which none but angels good or evil could r 
communicate to mortals. Her ladyship added that as it was a well 
understood fact, that good angels had never communicated with eorth 
since the days of the blessed disciples^ and the Christian religion taught . ' 
that all communion with spirits, demons, departed souls, etc., etc, was 
nnlawful and itnpious; so the only hypothesis which could account für 
tbe stränge revelations by sight and other methods which'had been ■ 
vouchsafed to her brother, was to admit'that thia-was the thousand years
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during which Satan, the adversary of mankind, was to remani unbonnd, 
and that, being at large, having power to tcmpt, and subtilty to deceive 
even the very elect, he and his arch fiends, attracted by her brother’s 
insatiate thirst for unlaivful knowledge, had con'tracted to satisfy bis curi- 
osity at the expen^e-of his iinmortal soul. It must be added that the 
worthy ladytnade these adtnissions only to an intimate friend of her 
family, ^nd accompanied them with tears of genuine sorrow. It is also 
nöteworthy that none oT the anthor’s friends or kindred ever tbrew a 
shadow of suspicion over the credibility of his Statements, neither did 
they question the sincerity of the many distinguished authorities referred 
to in bis narrations. Firmly relying on the utümpeachable veracity of 
their relative's character, his te<timony was to them gospel truth; only 
they adopted their own metbods of explaining the pbeuotnena which from 
time to time he detailed to them, and as tbe views of these excelleut 
persons tally so closuly with those affirmed by certaiu reverend divines 
much nearer home than Austria, it may be safe to iufer that one of the 
Christian modes of explaining Spiritualism is Io assume, that all the 
spirits that appeared in Judea were angelic, and all that have manifested 
in any other couutry were demoniac ; that all the mediums that figured 
in Judea from eighteen to twenty centuries ago (Balsam and his animal, 
Siimson and David included), were children of God, and all die mediums 
that have lived since (Martin Luther, John Wesley, Pastor Oberlin, and 
Kate Fox included) were children of — the other party. Whilst citing 
the opinions of those most nearly connected with our honored contributor, 
however, we have abundant reason for commcnding his papers to the 
perusal of every Student into the mysteries of Spiritual existence, with 
tbe added assurance that houesty, caudor, and strict iutegrity underlie 
every Statement which he puts forth. We have only further to premise 
that thetranslator of the writings being an Americanized German, Claims 
to have performed his task of rendering the writer’s meaning into English 

. with all tbe fidelity that the idioms of the two languages will admit of.
— Editor Western Star. ’ •

Should the Student of Spiritual mysteries in future ages 
ever condescend to cast his eyes over the humble pages I 
am now writing, he will assuredly have progressed so far 
beyond me in- the experience of all that I have held as 

. marvelous or worthy of. record, that he will not care to 
inquire who was ttaleir author, where he was born, how 
nurtured, or how he came to stray so far from the faith 
of his fathers as to be a total unbeliever at the early age

[ .



. “ Ghost Land.” . 55

• of eighteen years, in all the affirmations of what is termed 
“ revealed religion.”

To any readers who may honor me with their notice 
in my owji tiine, the truths I shall have to relate are so 
fully susceptible of verification that they need no in- 
dorsement from the additiön of names, titles, family trees, 
or pedigrees. The sorrowing hearts of a well beloved 
wife and two most amiable ladies who call me father, 
have been too often bowed down beneath the .weight. 
of what they are pleased to term my “ stupendous«here- 
sies,” for me to add one rose-leafs weight tb their bürden 
of bitterness ; hence the peculiar experiences which I have 
come to regard as a.talent committed to my care for the 
warning and encouragement of the world, need not be so 
heralded as to pierce any deeper into the hearts of my 
beloved ones by identifying the Student of the magical 
with their husband and father.

' Let my readers then follow the footsteps of an anony­
mous narrator into a retrospect of my researches ; they 
will neither lose nor gain by the additiön of any other title 
than that of the humble Student “Austria.”

I was about twelve-years of age, as well as I can re- 
member, when, returning onajjay late in the afternoon 
from the academy I attended at Berlin, just as I was 
about to enter the gate of the; house where I boarded, I 
feit a hand laid on my shoulder, and looking round, I saw 
myself confronted with. one of my teachers, a man who, 
during the period of my ten mgnths’ study in that place, 
bad exerted a singulär and. irresistible influence over me. 
He was a professor of Oriental languages, and though I had ■ 
not been regularly entered in his dass, I had joined it be- 
cause he öne day suddenly asked me*ra der so, and I as ,• 
suddenly feit impelled to accept his offer. From the very ' 
moment that I entered Professor Marx’s dass, I became 
absorbed in the study of Eastem literature, and the pro-
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•ficiency I made was doubtless owing to my desire to 
master the subjects to which these Oriental tongues’ 
formed the key. Oh the mornlng öf the dajr from which 
I commence‘iny narrative,‘Professor Marx had ahruptly

, asked me if I were a dreamer; I replied in the negative, 
addirfg that I thought I often dreamed something; but the 
metnory of what it might be only remained with me on 
awaking sufficiently- long to impress me with the opinion 
that I had been somewhere in my sleep, but had forgotten 
wbere. When the professor touched me on the shoulder, 
as above mentioned, at my own doorstep,.he said,—

“Louis, my boy, how would you like to have some 
dreams that you eould remember,and goto places in your 
sleep from which you should return and give accounts 
of? ”

“ 0, professor 1 ” I exclaimed, in astonishment,-“ eould I 
do this, and how ?” ’ ■

“ Come with me, boy,” replied my teacher. “ I belong 
• to a philosophical society, the existence or at least the 
real nature of which is but little known. We want the 
aid of a good smart lad, like you, especially oue who is 
not a consciöus-dreamer. I have long had my eye upon 
you, and I think I can not only trust you with our secrets, 
but, by making you a paftaker of them, instruct you in 
lore of great wisdom, which.ferf children of your age 
would be thought worthy to.know.”

• Flattered by this confidence, and more than usually 
. thrilled with the stränge shivering ^hich always seemed 

to follow the touch of the professor’s hand, I suffered my- 
•self to be led on until I reached with him the fourth story 
of a large house in a very quiet part of the city, where I - 
was speedily introduced into an apartment of spacious 
dimensions, parted off by streens and curtains into many 
subdivisions, and half filletPwith an assemblage of gentle-- 
men, several of whom, to my surprise, I recognized as be-



r ‘
“ Ghost Land!’ 57

‘ longing to the acaderny, some to the neighboring Col­
lege, and two others as members of one of the princely . 
families of Germany. •

■ There was an air of mystery and caution attending our. 
entrance into this place, and my subsequent introduction 
to the copipany, which inclined me to believe that this 
was a meeting of one of those secret societies that, young 
as I was, I knew to have been strictly forbidden by the 
government; hence the idea that I was making one of an 
illegal gathering impressed irie with a sentiment of fear, 
and a restless desire to be gone. Apparently these urtex- ' 
pressed feelings were understood by my teacher, for he. 
addressed me in a low voice, assuring me that I was in 
the society of gentlemen of honor and respectability, that 
iny presence there had only been solicited to assist them 
in certain philosophical experiments they were conduet- ' 
ing, and that I should soon find cause to congratulate 
myself that I had been so highly favored as' to be in- 
ducted into their association. '

Whilst he spokfe, the professor laid his hand on iny 
head, and continued to hold it there, at first with a seem- • 
ingly slight and accidental pressure ; but ere he had eon-. 
cluded his address, the weigh^-of'that hand appejn^d 
to me to increase to an almost unendurable extent / Like 
a mountain bearing down upon my shoulders, columns of 
fiery, cloud-like matter seemed to s'tream from the profee- ’ 
sor’s fingers, enter my whole being^ and finally crush me 
down beneath their terrific förce into a state where resistr 
ance, appeal, or even speech was impossible. A vague 
feeling that death was upon me filled my bewildered 1 
brain, and a Sensation of .an undefinable yearning to 
escape from a certain thralldom in which I believed my- * 
seif to be held oppressed me with agonizing force. At 
length it seemed as if this intense longing for liberatibn 
was gratified. I stood^ and seemed to myself to stand, 
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free of the professor’s crushing hand ; free of my weary, ' 
weary body; free of every clog or chain, but an invis- ‘ 
ible and yfet quite tangible c.ord which connected nie 
with the form I had wrorn, but which now, like a gar- 
nient I had put oflj lay sleeping in an easy chair beneath 
in& As for my real seif, I stood balanced in air, as I 
thonght at first, about four feet above and a little ön one 
side of my slumbering mortal envelope’; presently, how-1 
ever, I perceived that I was treading on a beautiful crystal- 
line form of matter, pnre and transparent, and hard as a 
diamond, but sparkling, bright, luminous, and ethereal. 
There was a wonderful atmosphere, too, surrounding me on 
all sides. Above and about me, it was discernible as a ra­
diant, sparkling mist, enclosing my form, piercing the walls 
and ceiling, and permitting my vision tö take in an.ahnost ‘ 
illimitable .area of space, including.the city, fields, plains, 
mountains, and scenery, together with the firmament 
above my head, spangled with stars, and irradiated by the 
soft beams of the tranquil moon. All this vast realm of 
perception opened np before me in despite of the inclos- 
ing walls, ceiling, and other obstacles of mutter which sur- 
rounded me., These were obstacles no more. I saw throngh 
them as if they had been thin air; and wbat is more, I 
knew I could notonly pass through them with perfect ease, 
but that any piece of ponderable matter in the Apart­
ment, the very furniture itself, if it were only brought 
into the solvent of the radiant firemist (hat surrounded 
me, would dissolve and become like me and like my at­
mosphere, so soluble that it could pass, just as I could, 
through everything material. ! saw, or seemed to see, 
that I was now all force. THau I was soul loosed from 
the bpdy save by the invisiöle cord which connected me 
with it; also, that I was in t\e realm of soul, the soul 
of matter; and that as my soul, and the soul-realm in 
which I had now entered was the real force which kept
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'matter together, so that I could just as easily break the> 
atoms apart and pass, though them, as one can put a solid 
body into the midst of water or air. .

. Suddenly it seemed to me that I would try this newly- 
discovered power, and observing that the College cap I 
had worn on my poor lifeless body’s head, was lying idly

I in the hands, I made an effort to reach it. To succeed, .
—i-htrfve’frer,’I found I must come into contactwith a singu­

lär kind of blue vapor which for the first time I noticed 
to be issuing from my body, and surrounding it like a 
second seif. -

Whilst I was gazing at this curious phenomenon, I feit 
impressed to look at the other persons in the room, and I 
then observed that a similar aura or luminous second seif 
issued from every one of them. The color and .density of. 
each one varied, and by carefully regarding the nature of • 
these mists, or as I have since learned to call them “ ph’p-

' tospheres,” I could correctly discern the character, mo- 
'tives, and past lives of the individuals. *

I became so deeply absorbed in tracing the Images, 
shapes, scenes, and revelations, that were depicted on 
these men’s souls, that I forgot my design of appropriating 
the cap I had worn, until I notfeed that the' emanations of

x Professor Marx, assuming the hue of a shining rose tint, ' 
seemed to permeate and pömmingle with the bluish vapor 
that issued from my form. I noticed then another phe- 
nomenon. When the two vapors or photospheres were 
thoroughly commingled, they too became force, like iny 
soul, and like the realm ofsoul in which I was Standing. 
To perceive, in the state into which I was induct^d, was to 
see, hear, taste, smell, and understand all things in one 
new sense. I knew that as a mortal I could riot use more 
than one or two of the senses at a time, but as a soul, I 
could realize all sensations through one master sense, per- 
ception; also, that this sublime and exalted sixth sense
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informed me of far more than all which the other senses 
separately could have. done. . Suddenly a feeling of tri- 
timph possessed me at the idea of knowing and under- 
standing so much more than the grave and learned Pro­
fessors-into whose Company 1 had-entered as a timid 
shijnking lad, but whbm I now regarded with contempt, 
because their knowl^dge was so inferior to mine, and 
pity, because they could not conceive öf the new func- 
tions and consequent enjoyments that I experienced as a 
liberated soul. .

There was another revelation impressed upon nie at 
that time, and one which subsequent experiences have 

• quickened into stupendous depths of consciousness. It 
was this: I saw, as I have before stated, upon my coni­
panions in distinctand vivid characters, the events of their 
past lives, and the motives which had prompted them to 
their acts. Now it became to me clear as sunlight that 
one set of motives were wrotig, and another right; and 
that; one set oWctions (those prompted by wrong mo- 
tiveä, I mean) produced horrible deformities and loath- 
Äime appearancä;' on the photospbere, whilst the other 
set bf actions (prompted bj' the motives which I at once 
detected as light) seemed to illuminate.the soul emotions 
with ipdescribable brightness, and cast a halo of such 
beauty and radiänce over the whole being, that one old 
man in particular, who was of a singularly uncomely and 
withered appearance, as a mortal, shone as a soul, in the 
light of 1,'is'noble life and glorious emanations, like a per­
fect angej? I could now write.a folio volume on the inte- 
rior disclosures which are revealed to the soul’s eye, and 
which are hidden away or unknown to the bodily senses. 
I cannot pause upon them now, though 1 think it would 

• be well if we would write inany books on this subject, 
provided man would read and believe them. In that cose, 
1 feelcon (ident, human beings would shrink back aghast 
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and terror-stricken from crime, or even from bad thoughts, 
so hideous do' they show upon tlie soul, and so full of tor- 
ment and pt>in does the photosphere become that is charged 
with evil. I saw. in'one very fine gentleman’s photo­
sphere, the representation of all sorts of the most foul and 
disgusting reptiles. These images seemed to.form, as it 
were, out of his misty emanotions, whilst upon his soul I 
perceived sores and frightftil marks that convinced me he 
was not-only a libertine and a sensualist, but a man iin- 
bued with many base and repulsive traits of character.

What I ’saw that night made nie afraid of crime ; afraid 
to cherish bad thoughts, or harbor bad motives, and with 
all my faults and shortcomings in after life, I have never 
forgotten, or ceased to tr'y and live, out, the awful lessons 
of warning I then learned. I must here state that what 
may have taken me some fifteen minutes or more to write, 
flashed upon my perceptions nearly all at once, and its 
comprehension, in much fuller detail than I bave here 
given, eould not bave occupied more than a few seconds 
of time to arrive at .

By this time, that on which I now write, “ clairvoy- 
ance,” as the soul’s perceptions^are called, has become too 
common a faculty to interest the world much by its elab­
orate description. Fifty or sixty years ago, it was too 
much of a marvel to obtain general credit; but I question 
whether those who then watched its powers and proper­
ties, did not study them with more profound appreciation 
and understanding than they do now, when it seems to 
be a gift cultivated for very little use, beyond that of a£ 
fording a means of livelihood, and too frequently opens 
up opportunities of deception for the quack doctor or pre- 
tended fortune teilen But to resume my narrative.

I had not been long free from the fetters of my sleep- 
ing body and the professor’s magical hand, when he bent - 
down over my form and said, —
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“ Louis,'I will you to remember all that transpires in. 
the mesmeric sleep; also, T desire that .you should speak, 
and relate to us, as far as you can, all that you now see 
and hear.” . ‘

In afi instant the wish of my childish |ife, the one in- 
cessant yearning tha| possessed my wftking hours, re- 
turned to me, namely, the desire to behold my dearly 
loved mother, from whotn I had been separated for the 
past two years. This dear lady, a native of Austria, had 
accompanied my father, an Englishmah, and an officer in 
the East Inflia Company’s Service, to Bombay. There 
she had resided for the two years of our sad Separation, 
whilst I had been placed under the charge of her relatives, 
to complete my education in Germany.' With the flash 
of my rnother’s image across my mind, I seemed to be 
transported swiftly across an immense waste of waters, to 
behold a great city where strange-looking buildings were 
discernible, and where huge domes covered with brilliant 
metals, flashed in a burning; tropical sun. Whirled 
through space, a thousand new and wondrous sights 
gleamed a moment befqre my eyes, then vanished. Then . 
I found myself-standing beneath the shade of a group of 

. tall palm-trees, gazing upon a beautiful lady who lay 
stretched upon a couch, shaded by the broad verandah 
of a stately bungalow, whilst half a dozen dusky figures, 
rdbed in white, with bands of gold around their bare arms 
and ankles, waved immense fans over her, and seemed to 
be busy in ministering to her refreshment “ Mother, 

’ mother l ” I cried, extending my arms towards the well- 
known iinage of the being dearest to me on earth. As I 
spoke, 1 could see that my voice caused no Vibration in 
the air that surrounded my rnother’s couch, still the iin- 
pression produced by my earnest will affected her. I saw 
a light play around her head, which, stränge to relate, 
assumed my exact form, shape, and attitude, only that it 
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was a singularly petita miniature resemblance. As it 
flickered over the sensorium, she rtiised her eyes from her 
book, and fixing them upon the exact point in space where 
I stood, murinured, in a voice that seemed indescribably 
distant, “My'Louis! my poor, far-away, deserted child 1 
would I could see thee now.”

At this moment the will of my magnetizer seemed to 
intervene between me and my unexpected vision.

I caught his voice saying in stern tones, “Do not 
interfere, Herr Eschenmayer. I do not wish him to see 
his mother, and the tidings he could bring from her would 
not interest us.”

Some one replied; for I feit that the professor listened, 
though for some cause unknown to me then, I could not 
hear any voice but his. Again he spoke, and said, “I 
wish him to visit our society at Hamburgh, and bring us 
some intelligence of what thej’’ are doing there.” As the 
words were uttered, I saw for one brief second of time my • 
mother’s form, the couch whefeon she lay, the verandah, • 
bungalow, and all the .objects that surrounded her, turn 
upside down, like forms seen in a reversed mirror, and 
then the whole scene changed. Cities, villages, roads, 
mountains, valleys, oceans, flittW before my gaze, crowd- 
ing up their representation in a single instant of time, and 
ending their panoramic delineationdn a large and splen- 
didly furnished chamber, not unlike the one Ihad entered 
with the professor. • ' -

I perceived that I was at Hamburgh,. in the house of 
the Baron von S., and that he and a party of gentlemen 
were seated around a table on which were drinking cups, ■ 
each filled with some hot, ruby-colored liquid, from which 
a fragrant, herb like odor was exhaled. Several crystal 
globes were on the table, also some plates of dark shining 
surfaces, together with a number of open books, some in ' 
print, others in MS., and others again whose pages were

I
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covered with characters of.an antique form, and highly

>. illuminated. As I eiytered, or seemed borne into this 
apartment, a voice exclaimed, “ A messenger from Herr 
Marx-is here, a ‘flying soul,’ one who will carry the 
prömised Word to our circle in Berlin.”
.“ Question him,” I responded another voice. “ What 

tidihgs or message dies he bring ? ”
“ He is a new recruit; no adept in the sublime Sci­

ences,” responded the first. Speaker, “and cannot be de- 
pended on.”

“ Let me. speak with him,” broke in a voice of sin- 
gularly sweet tone and accent;' and thereupon I became 
able to fix my perceptive sense so clearly on this last 
Speaker, • that I fully realized who and what he was, and , 
how situated. I observed that he stood immediately 
beneath a large inirror suspended against the wall, and 
set in a circular frame covered with stränge and cabalistic 
looking characters. A dark velvet curtain was undrawn 
and parted on either side of the mirror, and in or on, I

• cannot teil which, its black and highly polished surface, ' 
I saw a minature form of a being robed in starry gar- 
ments. with a glittering crown on its head, long tresses of 
golden hair, shining as sunbeams, Streaming down its 
shoulders, and a face of the most unparalleled loveliness 
my eyes had then or l|ave ever since beheld. I cannot 
teil whether this creature or image was designed to repre- 
sent a male or female. I did not then know, and may 
not now- say whether it was an animate or inanimate 
being. It seemed to be living, and its beautiful lips 
moved as if speaking. An expression of the most heart- 
felt sorrow, grief, despair, utter hbpelessness, seemed to

' pervade the countenance, and its strangely gleaming. sad 
. eyes, were fixed with an indescribable expression of pity 

upon me.
Several voices, with the tones of little children, though
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F saw none present, said, in a clear charal aecent, “ The 
crowned angel speaks. Listen l” The lips of the figure 
in the inirror then seemed to niove. A long beam of 
light eitended from them to the lips of the fine, noble- 
looking youth of about eighteen, who stood beneath the 
mirror,and who pronounced, in the voice I had last heard, 
these words.:— .

“ Teil Felix von Marx, he and his companions are 
searching in vain. They spend their time in'idle efforts 
to confirm a m^th, and will only reap the bitter fruits 
of <^isappointment and raockery. The soul of man is 
compounded from the aromal life of elementary spirits, 
and, like the föunders and authors of its being, only 
sustains an individualized life so long as the 'vehicle of 
the soul holds together and remains intact If the 
spirits of the elements, stars, and worlds, have been . 
unable during countless ages to discover the secret of 
eternal being, shall such a inere vaporous compound of 
their exhaled essence as the soul of man, achieve the aim 
denied to them ? - Go to, presumptuous ones 1 Life is a 
transitory condition of combinations; death a final state 
of dissolution. Being is an eternal alternation between ■ 
these changes, and individuafity is the privilege of the 
soul once only in eternity! Look upon my earthly com- 
panion ! look well,’ and describe him, so that the em- 
ployers who have sent you shall know that the crowned 
angel has spoken.” ’ '

I looked as directed, and noticed that the young man . 
who spoke, or seemed to speak, in rhythmic harmony. 
with the image in the mirror, wore a fantastic masquerade 
dress, different from all the other persons present. He 
on his part seemed moved with the desire that those 
around him should becoine aware of my presehce, as he 
was. Then I noticed that his eyes looked intelligently 
into mine, as if he saw and recognized me; but the gaze

s- '
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of all the rest of the Company met mirie as if they looked 
od vacancy. They eould not see me.

“ Flying soul,” said the youth, author tatively addressing 
me, “ can- you not give us the usual signal ? ” t Instantly 
I remarked that dim fehadowy forms, like half erased 
photographie images, w|re fixed in the air and about the 

. apartment, and I saw that they were forais composed of 
the essences of souls that; like mine, had visited that 
chamber, and like mine had lefl their tracery behind. 
With the pictures thus presented, however, I understood 
the nature of the signals they had given, and what was. 
now demanded of me. I willed instinctively a strong 
breath or life essence to pass from myself to the young 
man, also I noticed that his photosphere was of tbe same 
rosy tint as Professor Marx’s.

I saw the blue vapor from my form exhale like a cloud 
by my will, commingle, with his photosphere, and pre- 
cipitate itself toward his finger ends, feet, hair, beard, und 
eyelashes. .

He laid his hand on a small tripod of different kinds of 
metal which stood near him, and, by the direction of my 
will, five showers of the life essence were discharged from 
his fingers, sounding like clear, distinct detonations, 
through the apartment ,

• All present started; and one voice remarked, “ The ' 
messenger has been here! ” ■

“ And gone 1 ” added the youth, when instantly I sunk 
'. into blank unconsciousness.

(To be continued.)
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THE ESSAYIST. ’

WHAT IS SPIRITUALISM?

• BT CUKrFBtABS.

There is no question of so tnuch importance to the • 
Claims of Spiritualism on man’s acceptance, as the one 
with which we preface this article.

In attempting to define wfiat Spiritualism is, we are not 
disposed to defer, either tolthe vague and contradictory 
affirmations of common rumor, or to accept all the mahy- 
sided views taken of the subject by Spiritualists them- ' 
selves. l. ’

In seeking for Standards 'of right, morals, or religion, 
as in attempting to define Spiritualism» we are apt to mis- 
take opinions for principles, and accept as authority the 
reflections of minds as fallible as our own. .

Truth has been curtly defihed as “ that which is.” Now 
when our minds are confused, and our judgments at fault, 
in the midst of the confiicting opinions that positive theo* 
rists would force upon us; is it not the part of wisdom to 
search earnestly and faithfully for “ that which is,” and 
afterwards proceed to draw our deductions and frame our 
theories concerning the significance and meaning of the , 
facts we have observed ? -

Eschewing for the present the broad fields of research 
to which we have likened Spiritualism, namely,. the 
Standards of right, morals, and religion, let us for the 
nonce forget all our preconceived views and pet theories, 
and inquire what we have absolutely demonstrated to be 
fact in Spiritualism. .
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Four well defined and well proven forme of fact have 
been evolved by the faithful and candid investigator: 
these are, first, that the soul of man survives the shock 
of deatb. Secondly, that the soul can and does, ander 
favorable conditiohs hot yet fully ascertained, communi- 
ca^e with man, throug|i the signs and tokens called “ spirit 
communion.” Thirdly, that the soul retains the individ- 
uality which distinguished jt in the mortal body. And 
fourthly, that the happihess or misefy of the soul in its 
continued state of existence beyond the grave, depends 
upon the good or evil which it has performed on earth.

If it be asked, How far do these affirmations become 
proven truths ? we answer, By the laws of evidence com- 
monly accepted amongst m.en; by the fact that millions ' 
of spirits in different places, through different individuuls, 
and under varieties of conditions that render collusion or 
mistake itnpossible, have testified to, and demonstrated 
each article of these four propositions beyond denial or 
doubt. Thus far, then, every faithful investigator into^ 
spirit communion is in a position to render an answer 
concerning his “ ism,” and to declare thatUhese four Car­
dinal points ofhis knowledge are absolutely true.

But the questioning world and. the responding Spiritual­
ist are not contented tq rest here, nor limit their views of 
Spiritualism to the simple foundations of basic truth.

Endless are the theories which arise concerning the 
soul's substance and functions in the life beyond, and still 
moije, on the nature of the signs and tokens by which 
spirits communicate, and the personages through wbom 
tlmxSommunion is effected.

It must be obvious that new and untrodden fields of 
physical science are here open to the foot of the explorer, 
and that a vast realm of knowledge will ultimately reward 
the Student who seeks patiently to analyze and master 
these occult subjects. 4n the mean time, however, it may 
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require years or even generations of the most persistent 
experiment to discover the wonderfiilly potent but invisi­
ble forces which sustain spiritual existence.

The full understandiug and application of the methods 
by which the spiritual telegraph is worked, may not be 
evolved without the careful and astute Observation of a

• whole .century’s experience. Still, the evidences of sci- 
entific t'nethod, and the dependence upon fixed though 
unknown conditions which the phenomena of the commun- 
ion evince, justify us in affirining that the philosophy 
of this communion involves the sublime and stupendous 
“ science of soul.” j

But when we turn to the third and fourth axiomatic 
facts of Spiritualism, a new set of indicatiohs opeps up 
before us.

Instead of scientific phenomena, the social, moral, and 
religious aspects of Spiritualism are disclosed. Consider, 
for example, the following propositions: — '

“The soul retains the individuality and self-conscious- 
ness which distinguished it in the mortal body; and the 
happiness or misery of the soul in its continued existence ' 
beyond the grave dependstop the good or evil which it 
has performed on earth.”

All the mysteries of godliness, the vague imaginings 
concerning triune. deities and God-men, the distracting 
vagaries of an immaculate conception, vicarious atone- 
ment, election, free grace and no grace, regöneration, in- . 
fant and other Wholesale forms of damnation, transub- 
stantiation, and ecclesiastical obfuscation generally, vanish' 
into thin air before the stern justice and practical import 
of these stupendous revelations.

“ Death does not change the real man; heaven and 
hell are conditions manufactured within us ; good and evil 
are the sole manufacturers, and progress is eternaL”

A religion .founded on such propositions as these,
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may destroy the wortli of heavenly passports, peddled 
out at the price of tithes and pew rents from ecclesiastical 
auotipn booths, or aini iconoclastic blows at the craft 
wbose peculiar office is, as Pope describes, to “ deal dam- 
natio^i round the world e ” but if they are truths, and can 
be demonstrated as siujh, what matters it who Stands or 
falls in opposing them ? Popedoms, bishoprics, conventi- 
cles and assemblies, will perish and be forgotten, even the 
populär saints whoin it takes from ten to twenty thou- 
sand dollars a year, and their expenses to Europe, to sus- 
tain, will be reinembered no more, whilst the recordimj 
angel’s, voice, echoed and reechoed by millions of spirit 
witnesses, will thunder down the ages, “ There is no more 
death, and the soul of man is in judgment for the deeds 
done in the body.” ’

The conditions of life in the spheres, the. means ,of 
growth and unfoldment, penalty and reward, Inspiration, 

, Obsession, reincarnation and its einphatic denial, conjugal 
and ascetic life, together with recommendations liow to 
pursne and how to avoid certain courses, constitute a 
great majority of the Communications from the spirit 
world which are superadded to the facts of the commun­
ion, and involving, as they offen do, contradictory and 
perplexing opinions, subserve but little other purpose 
tban to prove that the spirit world is a human world, and 
that as yet we have not^ucceeded in evolving any other 
authentic forms of truth from the communion than the 
four basic facts above stated. '

There is, however, one most valuable lesson to be 
learned from the various and contradictory communica- 
tion of spirits, and it is this : that the sincere seeker for 
truth should never accept of any dictum, whether from 
mortals or immortals, that does uot commend iteelf to 
our highest sense of right, and prove tö be in harmony 
with the divine scheme of cause and effect revealed in 
the gospel of nature.

i
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• All spirits affirm, without any contrariety, that they • 
have created their own heaven or hell from the good or 
evil deeds, words, and thoughts, which have made up the 
sum of their earthly lives.

■ All spirits represent heaven lyid hell as mental and 
moral states, not localities, and continue to affirm that 
the performance of good or evil deeds determine their 
continuance in these states‘in the spirit world, as on 
earth. ’ -

Herei then, we gain a pivotal point around which all the 
practical issues of earth life revolve, namely, the neces- 
sity for a correct definition of what good and evil means, 
and here, too, is it that all the “ nbw departures,” side issues, 
fierce discords, and bitter inharmonies which pervade the 
ranks of Spiritualism, enter upon the scene. * :

Spiritualists cannot truly realize the solemn.truth of in- 
evitable compensation and retribution for good and evil, 

. without bracing all the energies of their being to the task 
of discoVering what good and evil means, and how we 
may ensure the compensations of the one and avoid the 
penalties of the other.

.The Optimist adopts the easiest method of settling 
the question, that is, as far his own satisfaction and 
word logic is concerned, for he declares that tbjere is no 
evil, and, “ Whatever is, is right” To the most casual ' 
observer of- the conditions presented by the dark and un- 
developed spirits who have not yet come out of the prison 
houses of crime pommitted on earth, this kind öf. logic 
does not pass for much more than “ sounding brass, and 
tinkling cymbals.”

Half a dozen visits to Mrs. Conan t’s circles at the Ean- 
ner of Light office will suffice to convince the most trans- 
cendental of optimists that there are terrible conditions 
of suffering for some forms of human action, and glorious ' 
states of happiness resulting from others.
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Back to our original proposition, therefbre, we must re* 
..turn, and continue to ask, What is good and what is evil ? 
and if we don’t like these terms, What are those condi- 
tions of the spirit which result in. happiness or misery 
hereafter ? ' That a great many truth-loving minds should 

. fancy tljrey have disqovereu the basic principles of good 
and evil, when they are in reality only shadowing forth 
their own limited perceptions of life, is not to be'won- 
dered ät, neither is it stränge that newly awakened souls, 

. under the mighty afflatus of the great modern Spiritual 
outpouring, in their eagerness to aid in inaugurating the 
practical religion demanded by Spiritualism, should mis- 
takq their ideas of some great radical change or favorite 
scheme of refqrm, for the exact methods required to build 
up “ a new heaven and a new earth.”

Now when, as too frequently happens, the refornier is 
fierce and dogmatical in enforcing his views, and the con- 
servative bitter and denunciatory in rejecting them, the 
result is fatal to conviction otr' either side, and only ends 
in unspiritual antagonism and useless acts of recrimina- 
tion.

Already the ranks of Spiritualism, once arrayed in ser- _ 
ried masses of fraternal strength and zealous devotion to 
a common cause, are broken, disunited, and disgraced by 
the lamentable spirit of internal discord, whilst the good 
soldier who used to be engaged in doing gallant battle 

' against all opponents to the glorious light of Spiritualism, 
spends his time in hurling epithets of scom, and devising 
spiteful methods of wounding and abusing all and sundry 
who dissent from his own particular views of reform.

In the mean time we query, Is there no fundamental 
basis of truth in this great cause upon which all its adher- 
ents can agree, and from which each can quietly take their 
“ departures,” to act out their ideas of reform upon all 

. other subjects, without insult and injury to those who do
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• not choose to follow in their footsteps ? Already we have . 
anticipated the answer to this question in the earlier 
Statements of this article, and now we are prepared to ad- 
vance to a.still higher step of the temple of truth.

The belief that we must necessarily suffer or rejoice 
hereafter for all our ucts of omission as well as Commission 
here, forms a tremendous motor power, to urge us forward 
in any and every tdirection in which we think our duties 
lie. It has yet to be proved, however, that Spiritualism 
authoritatively defines what those several duties are, and' 
in this sense it is qn act of bold tyranny and presumptu- 
ous dogmatism for one individual to say to another, “ You 
are no- Spiritualist if you do not adopt the path I auf 
treading, and indorse the theories I prqpound.” It is a 
libel, too, on the present aspect of Spiritualism, for any in­
dividual to aösert that this or that peculiar method of , 
thought or action is Spiritualism, and that outside of it 
there is no Spiritualism. ; ■

Reasoning from the belief that Spiritualism is the grand 
' motor which should-pervade our lives, and urge us on to the 
performance of every duty which lies before us, every re- * 
form which can bless or benefit m&nkind is a part, though '• 
not the whole, of Spiritualism.

Every reformatory idea which can stimulate mankind 
to the better performance of a true and useful life, is a.fit- 
subject for discussion in our Spiritual literature, and on 
our Spiritual rostrums; and no idea, however tri viril, or ' 
however grand, which helps to determine the, character , 
of the human soul, can be excluded from the all-embrae-" . 
ing influence of Spiritualism. It may here be questioned • ' 
whether we mean to include as fit subjects for.discussion, 
and fit themes for Spiritual literature, politics, the various 
reforms of the day, such as social, moral, commercial, 
and even financial reforms; the labor and marriage ques- ' . 
tions; free love, and no love at all; woman’s rights, and

* \ J

( '



74 The Essayist. '

woman’s wrongs, etc.; to this query we emphatically an- 
• swer} Yes! All these things are fit subjects for Spiritual- 

istic discussion, and all these reforms would be better 
understoo.d and better dealt with, considered from true 
Spiritualistic stand-points d but let us not forget the 
sharp Ime of demartation | to be drawn between the im­
portance of the subjects and the variety of methods by 

1 which they are represeutcd and sometimes misrepresented 
by their advocates. '

As far as all these ideas of reform are portions of hu­
man interest, ab far as they have an influence on the hu­
man soul here and its well-being hereafter, they emphat­
ically come within the scope of Spiritualism to discuss, 
vitalize, and ultimately to deal with ; but where individuals 

. have the right to protest against the action of those espe- 
cially devoted to an exposition of these subjects, is, that a 
belief hi thFcommunion ofspirits does not necessarily com- 
mit the; beüever to all the theori.es and opinions enter­

' tained by other Spiritualists, and compel them to adopt 
the particular nfethods of reform which they propose.

It is one thing to state a grievance, but quite another 
to right it. should far exceed the limitsof this article 
were we to place in juxtaposition the load of wrong be- 
neath which huinanity groans, and the wild, contradictory, 

. and sometimes pemicious methods by which even well- 
meaning persons propose to redress that wrong; and 
herein lies the injustice of labelling upon Spiritualism, 
Opinions, theories, and views of reform, which to thou- 
saqds of believers in spirit communion, and even to some 
of .the advocates of the very reforms in question, appear 
erroneous, objectionable, and unspiritual. . ’

The only Standards of appeal which can ever resolve 
the vexed problems oll human opihion, are the immutable 
laws underlying the wlhole scheme of being, and sternly 

■ manifested in the sublime chain of eternal cause and

i 
i 
I

theori.es
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• effect, and it is only by a searching analysis of these 
divine methods of teaching that we shall ever clearly dis- 
cern what is good and evil, or distinguish what is right 
and wrong;

Spirits hold the torch to illuminate these researches, 
but are not privileged or wise enough to be our dictators 
in applying them. Spiritualists are command'ed, on the 
stern conditions of penalty and compensation, to seek into 
the profoundest depths of truth, and to act out their high- 
est perceptions of it; but they are not privileged nor yet 
wise enough authoritatively to dictate to euch other what 
methods of action are the only true and right ones, unless 
they can demonstrate their views by ’a strict analysis of 
the laws and harmonies of creation.

The great Poughkeepsie Seer, the profound 'and star- 
eyed prophet and clairvoyant, A. J. Davis, in enuneiating 
the idea that life will never be fully underetood until it 
becomes a * harmonial philosophyhas advanced a Cen­
tury beyond his age, and pointed to the only reconciler 
which can stand betwe.en divided opinions and clashing 
theories, namely, a true and harmonious Science of life in 
all departments of thonght and being. Spiritualism is 
not the unpractical transcendehtalism which excludes the 
consideration of any vital question,or fails to reach down, 
as well as to climb up, to all life’s issues and duties; but 
Spiritualism pronounces no dictum which is not founded 
upon the authority of truth, and admits of no special in­
terpretation to suit the views of rabid radicalism, or nar­
row conservatism. It is the Science of' life'here. and 
hereafter, and as such., demands a scientific demonstration 
of every proposition made in its name. .

It is all of life, and not a part only. It includes allire- 
forms, without endorsing the views of all “ reformers.” ’ 
It is the great “ Pan ” of the 19th Century. When we 
can turn from the surface of life’s ocean, cease to steer 
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our way by the many opposing directions in which our 
fellow voyagers are moving, and, sinl ing the plummet 
line of research into the deep watersof < ternal truth, draw 
it up again freighted with those waym^rks of immutable 
law up°n which the Great Spirit has1 fixed the eternal 
Order pf being, then, and men only, we jnay conclude that 
we understand Spiritualism; Then and then only are we 
anchored on the Standard of appeal before which the clam- 
oring tones of human discord are hushed ; then and then 
only are we prepared to steer our way to the portof eter- 
nity by the chart of eternal and divine principles.



THE GARLAND.

SUMMARY OF A MONTH’S COMMUNION BETWEEN TÜE WORLD 
. OF SPIRITS AND MORTALS.

Althoüoh our first essay at weaving a garland of Spirit­
ual blossoms, gathered chiefly from the -hands of the im- 
mortal gardeners of the “ summer land,” will not be. 
tendered to the acceptance of humanity. until the month 
of June has well nigh ripened into July, we avail our­

. selves of the expedient custom of commencing our sum- 
mary from a well marked era, and find' in the late March ' 
anniversaries precisely the starting-point which we re- 
quire. The custom of observing the 31st day of March 
as a memorial season, is not only a graceful act of thank- 
ful acknowledgment on the part of mortals towards the 

. wise immortals who, on that night of soletnn Import, suo- 
oeeded in planting the batterv by which the great spirit­
ual telegraph was first successTnily reached, but it affords 
to Spiritualists a fitting occasion to meet together and . 
hold glad festivities in a spirit of universal agreement on 
at least one point of the comprehensive movement called 
“ Spiritualism.” At almost every other gathering where 
Spiritualists do congregate, the various questions which 
agitate the fields of politics and reform seem to arise like 
apples of discord, tempting men, and women too, to eat ' 
thereof, and forthwith become expelled from the Eden of 
harmony and the paradise of brotherly lovp; but at. 
these anniversary gatherings, the hearts of the| most ran- 
corous and pugnacious seem to be filled with the conta- 
gious spirit of “ peace on earth and good-will towards men,” »
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and few there are who cannot exclaim in the choral tones 
of an universal anthem, “ It is good for us to be here.”

The anniversary festivities of this season were less 
. universally observed and largely attended than at the 

wide-spread celebrations of• four years ago. Spiritualists 
of all blasses of the community depend much on the 
spirit of revivalism to renew their faith. Satiated as they 
have been with the thronging marvejis of the early mani­
festations, the tendency to renew their feverish appetite 
for excitement in other directions has rendered many an - 
one cold in their appreciation of the enduring value of 
their noble “ism,” even whilst they cannot unlearn or 
unknow its stupendous reality. The most interesting 
anniversary meetings of this season have - been held at 
Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Providence, Cincinnati, 
Cleveland, Chicago, Waukegan, Vineland, graced by the 
presence of A. J. Davis, and Terre Haute, presided over 
by the Hon. R. D. Owen.

■ Throughout the United States, moreover, wherever' 
Spiritual Sabbath meetings have been held, the various 
Speakers have seasoned their exefcises with felicitous allu- 
sions and appropriate remarks upon the solemnity of the 
occasion. The Boston anniversary was chiefly remarka- 
ble for the reappearance on the Spiritual rostrum of Mr«. 
Nellie Palmer, a lady whos'e tfanscendent eloquence and 
high mediumistic endöwments have procured her a wide- 
spread reputation throughout the West, where she was 
known through her formet marriage relations as Mrs. 
Nellie Wiltsie Bronson. That the gifts of fortune which 
are now lavishly bestowed on Mrs. Palmer may not 
wholly rob the Spiritual rostrum of her valuable service, is 

.. the hope of all who had the good fortune to hear her ad- 
mirab

■ Jenni> Leys, the last new and hyilliant light that htis 
. arisen t-------- 1 —1------------------------------------ r- 

,e address at the late'Boston anniversary. Mies

to grace the Spiritual rostrum, Mrs. Conant, the in-
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< spired medium öf the Banner of Light Communications, 
f and Professor Denton, the Veteran war-horse of scientific , 

theology, contributed good Service on the occasion. The - 
Spiritualists of Terre Haute were more than favpred by 
the presence of Hon. Robert. Dale Owen, whose ^nniver- 
sary address was a masterpiece of logical oratory.

One of the chief sources of agitation which has moved , 
the Spiritualistic tides during the past two months, has 
been the alleged exposure of Dr, Henry Slade, the cele- 
brated physical force and test medium, formerly of Mich­
igan, now of New York. The circumstances of this case ■ 
seem to stand in brief thus: Dr. Slade has for many 
years past enjoyed the reputation of being one of the 
best, most powerful, and most reliable öf public mediums 
in several phases;. Some of these are the production of 
direct spirit writing, and playing on the accordeon by spir­
its in the light and before the eyes of the investigators. , . 
Hundreds of persons from the ranks of both public and < 
private life have borne testimony to the unitnpeachable ' 
character of his mediumship, when lo! a change comes 
over the spirit of the scene.

Dr. Slade Claims to be endowled with a new gift;;one 
rather rare and very remarl^able, but still not proved tp , 
be limited to one person, or unattainable to many; this \ 
is the production of spirit faces in a semi-darkeued apart- ■ ■
ment. Shortly after the above hämed manifestations had

. commenced, a woman whose Position and belief are now 
professedly antagonistic to Dr. Slade, who avows her 
disbelief in Spiritualism, and manifests an unmistakable 
spite against the doctor, comes forward and declares her 
opinion that he is an impostor, and has produced the so- 
called "spirit faces" by mechanical contrivänce. Now 
the principal if not the only evidence she can offer of her 
assertioris is, that aftet acting the spy for some time in 
the house of the accused, and behaving like a thief or
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en, if the testimony of hundreds of reliable wit- 
to his truth and marvelous powers, and years of 

itained life and charäcter, are all to be swept away

house-lbreaker in seärching into his private repositories5> 
she found a few masks and a spool of silk,' where the 
preseqce of such objects were not to her mind accounted 
for. I

The writer simply States here, that he has had sufficient 
eviderfee that Dr. Slade'has a penchant for dressing up in 
masquerading attire, and that he has himself seen hiin ar­

* rayed m fantastic costumes on occasions when lie was ob- 
viöusly amusing himself with the act, or gratifying some 
fantastic spirit with his whim. Aye 1 but the spool of silk, 
and that too found in the circle room, without any appar- ’ . ■ 
ent reqson why it should be there 1

It certainly is a grave charge to find a spool of silk in a 
room where a lady’s work-basket does not accompany it; 
but if Ihe thousands of indisputable tests which Dr. Slade 
has giv 
nesses 
an uns

• by a stray spool of silk, and the opiniou of one spiteful 
woman, who cannot prove a single charge she makes,then 
farewell Spiritualism, and farewell all the rules of testi­
mony at once! Dr. Slade still lives, his mediumship is as 
strong, and his rooms as much thronged as ever.

The spirits at Moravia are still meeting and greeting 
their friends, through the inediumship of Mrs. Andrews, 
at Keeller’s circle rooms. An occasional diminution in the 
fbrce which attends these remarkable manifestations is ap- 
parent 
observid that the poor lady through whose mediumship 
these ^tartling developments are presented is fearfully 
overtaxed, drained even to her very üfe’s core. Within the 
last four nionths, the writer has learned, through the tes­
timony of a w'holly reliable witness, that no less than 
eightylseven spiritsjiave app$ared who have been recogr 

. nized by their frie

to some of the visitors, and it is hot unnaturally

many more • than this num-

l
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' ber of faces have been seen, no doubt, but our Informant • 
speaks of test demonstrations, for which he is prepared to 
show adequate testimojiy.

Amongst the new developments of supramundane pow­
ers which are äashing upon 'us daily from the source of • 
all power, the reälm of forces, we select the fbllowing as 
specimens: — .

The Binghamion Daily Rcpublican reports the doings of 
a negrp, whom the editor graphically describes as “ a 
black Salamander.” This man is said to walk on and - ■ 
handle red-hot iron plates with as much impunity as 
other persons touch the green turf The Republican gives 
the following item as the account rendered by the man 
himselfj of his own phenomenal gift: —

Coleman says that he is' no worldly man. Once, while walking in the 
woods, near the Natural .Bridge in Virginia, meditating npon tbe greatness 
of the Supreme Being. a small still voice spoke to him from above, say- 
ing: “ Now will I show this unbelieving age a miration I I caused Sha- 
drach, Meshach, and Ahed-nego to walk througn the ficry furnace, and I 
will gire you the power to walk on hot iron.” ' '

Coleman thought the voice was trying to get him into a muss, and be 
had much hesitancy about trying any experiments to .test the reality' of 
the “ miration,” but he finally ventured upon hot pigs of iron from a für- ' 
nace, and unlike unbelieving Peter, heMid not sink The familiarity of ' 
the author of the “ miration ” with the names of the Hebrew children 
should have convicted Coleman that it was no put-ap job. .

Tbe Religio-PhUosophical Journal reports that a veritable 
case of a spirit portrait appearing spontaneously on a 
pane of window glass, has occurred in Virginia City, Ne­
vada. io. another issue of the same joumal, agraphic 
account is given of the spirit faces and heads which have ' 
appeared through the mediumship of Mr. H. Bastian, and 
been recognized by their friends. Various other new de­
velopments are reported from different parts of the United 
States, amongst them the advent of ä little trance me­
dium of six years”old, who resides in the city of Cincinnati, •

s ,
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and 4ho, for the last seven.months, every night on going 

to bid her father and mother good-night, has been sud- 
denlyl entranced, and delivered “ poetic sermons,” which, 
as her father asserts, for sublimity änd'piety, he has never 
heardl excelled. This little lady is a seeing medium, also, 
and frequently pauses in her work, play, or studies, to 
descrijbe “ the angdls ” whom she sees in the air. These 
descriptions have, in every instance, been recognized as 
applying to some deceased person.

Mr| Thomas McGinn, writing from St. Louis, Details a 
case of singulär persecution on the part of a “ talking 
spirit/’ who persists in following about his little girl 
Rosa, aged ten years, and in her presence, but not through 
her organs, uttering profane and sometimes pious lan- 
guajge, purporting to come from a negro who was for- 
mer|y a slave in his family, of imbecile mind, and- habits 
of sp saking exactly similar to the words which are heard 
in the presence of the child.

_ Mrl McGinn adds, like our Cincinnati correspondent, 
. that though they communicate these facts for the benefit 

of Spiritual Science, they are unwilling to call the atten- 
tion qf the public to their Jittle mediums, rationally fear- 
ing the effect which crowds of heterogeneous minds may 
have upon their tender youth and susceptible organisms.

In'the realm of spirit art, the Veteran mediums already 
•before the public are making steady advances. The most 
satisfictory accounts are given of pictures produced 

.throi gh the mediumship of Mrs. Blair, N. B. Starr, Wm.
• Murn ler, Willis, of Indiana, and others, whose gifts lie in

that peculiär direction. .
Tqe Davenport Brothers have been exposed again for 

the hundredth time, and for the hundredth time the ex- 
posers have been proved to be themselves the humbugs.

A long and brilliant list of speaking mediums report 
theii good work ^nd indefatigable labors through the

I

.■ fi' ' • * ■ .1 ■
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columns of the Spiritual papers. Thomas Gales Forster, 
one of the earliest, as he has been, and still remains, 
one of the most eöteemed for logic, eloquence, and high 
Spiritual endowments, has accepted a call to occüpy the 
New York platform for one year, commencing from last 
January. .

Mrs. Nellie T. Brigham, a very interesting trance­
speaker, occupies the Spiritual, rostrumat Hartford for the 
same period of time. J. M. Peebles, the brilliant and 
admired author of several of the best Spiritual works 
of the day, has been established at Troy, 'N. Y., and the 
general tendency to a more stähle and permanent Order 
of things amongst the committees having Charge of the 
Spiritual, rostrums, is everywhere becoming more and 
more apparent *

An excellent organizatiop has just been established in 
Boston, entitled the “ Boston Spiritualists’ Union.” This. ' 
society holds regulär meetings for the discussion of prin- 
ciples and the design of elabdrating practical schemes of 
usefulness. A reading-room and library is to be con- 
nected with their undertaking, and a really vital tone of 
practical endeavor pervades the tracts and circulars 
which they have put fofth

Several publications of sterling value have been added _ 
to the. repertoire of Spiritual literature quite recently. 
The most remarkable, as well as valuable of these are 
Hon. Eobert Dale Owen’s “Dqbatable Land,” a splendid 
effort of one of the most scholarly and lucid minds of the 
age; “ The Spiritual Pilgrim,” by J. M. Peebles, a book 
of thrilling interest and beauty; “Looking Beyond,” a 
high-toned, masterly view of Spiritual antHropology, by 
J. 0. Barret; “.Flashes of Light from the’Spirit Land,”a 
collection of extraordinary Communications given through 
the mediumship of Mrs. J. H. Conant, the celebrated and 
inspired medium for the Banner of Light circles; and three ' 
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works of rare merit and importance entitled “Mental 
Cure,” “Vital Magnetic Cure,” and “Nature’s Laws in ,< 
Human Life.” The last named of this trio of Spiritual 
gems is the only one of which we are qualified to speak 
from personal knowledgej Itisan exhaustive summary • 
of th^ best thingsi best jpersons, and best saymgs, that 
have appeared in the great Spiritual movement; whilst • 
report speaks of the other two volumes as productions of 
equal merit. Several excellent articles on “ Mediums and 
Mediumship,” dritten by Mr. Thos. Hazard, of Rhode ' 
Island, for the Banner of Light, are now, by the enter­

, prise of its editors, given to the world in pamphlet form; 
and all these valuable publications have been poured f 
forth from the ocean of Spiritual ideality within the . 
comparatively short period of a few months.

In the mean time, the columns of the Spiritual period- 
icals are glittering with a long list of works comprising 
tracts, essays, poems, and treatises, from the illuminated

‘ minds of A. J. Davis, Lizzie Doten, Prof. Denton, Maria 
King, Lois Waisbrooker, Hudson Tuttle, Emma Har- 
dinge, Warren Barlow, G. L. Ditson, etc., that would do 
bonor and reflect lustre on any set of special people and 
special thinkers. We cannot conclude this necessarily 
limited view of the Spiritual “Situation,” .without a few 

, lines of honorable mention devoted to the Spiritual jour- ' 
nals, and those who, with 4mwearied self-sacrifice and 
uncounted devotion, have npheld and sustained and

• represented the cause of Spiritualism by pen, purse, and 
. brain, for years past, and who still bear the cross of effort 
demanded for this great work. Foremost of these, Stands 
the Banner of Light, whose able corps of editors and 
contributors have, with a “sad sincerity” beyond all 
praise, and beyond all power of human appreciation, per- ■ '

.. haps, borne “ the fyeat and bürden of the day,” in times 
. far more perilous and unremuns^ative than the present, 
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and who still cater for its readers in all the various phases 
of thought which they demand, with unflinching courage 
and brilliant ability.

In New York, A. A. Wheelock, with his noble, seif- 
sacrificing little wife- (truly a helpmeet for the best of 
men), still conducts the American Spiritualist, recently . 
located at Cleveland, Ohio), with the real “Vim” and 
aoility of an earnest and thorough-paced reformer. As a 

. lecturer, writer, reformer, and friend to humanity gener- 
ally, A. A. Wheelock is a true man, and deserves the ' 
cordial Support of his fellow laborera in all his undörtak-

. “S8-. • ■
Burnt out by the overwhelming ocean of flame which

. swept over the doomed city of .Chicago, one day, and.; 
ere the return of the seventh day from the dire calamity 
established again, his paper printed, published, issued in • 
part by the light of’ the flames which were burning up his 
office, type, books, and stock, S. S. Jones, of Qhicago, issues 
in the Religio-Phüosophicdl Journal, a most valuable 
Spiritual newspaper. Full of fact, intelligent thought, 
and interesting details, this periodical occupies a niche . 
of its own. Differing in some respects from the other ' 
joumals, as they differ frornHt, the- Religio-PhUosophical 
Journal is emphatically a Star in the West, whose beams 
shed Spiritual light and blessing on its large circle of 
readers and patrons.

Mrs. Lou Kimball’s bright little Lyceum,Banner. is also 
' published in Chicago, and has its special claims on the 

support of its special admirers. It must be added that 
Mrs. Kimball’s paper has a sphere of usefulness pecul- 

~ iar to itself, being devoted to the interests of the Pro­
gressive Lyceum movement, and the edification of its 
young people. If talent, indefatigable perseverance, 
and years of patient selfsacrifice, ever deserved well of 
humanity, Mrs. Kimball has all those qualities to advance 
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her claim on the public in favor of her excellent little’ 
periodical.

A German Spiritual paper, of the highest literary tone 
and merit, has- recently been established in Washington, 
by Dr. Schücking, entitled The Round Table. The brilliant 
ability of its eminent dditor, and the splendid staff of 
contributors who Jjrace |its columns, are sufficient guar- . 
antee for its superior merits. ‘

-And now, by way of epilogue to this our trial num­
ber, let us add a few closing words in Connection with 
the immediate interests of The Western 'Star. We have 
no apology tb offer for shortcomings, having conscien- 
tiously given the best that. the Inspiration of its several 
contributors could furnish, and the limitations of space

. will allow. It is quite possible that we may do better 
in future numbers; it is equally on the cards of destiny 
that some of our readers may deem our best efforts our 
worst. ’

The synopsis of subjects to be -treated of in this period- 
ical will be faithfully represented from time* to time, but 
we must advise our over emg&mi readers, that «S these 
subjects cannot be included in one number, especially in 
view of the length and importance of some of the articles 
tendered for publication. ,

As an Illustration of ou,r design in giving the different 
. subjects promised, we propose in the next number to Sub­
stitute for our biographical sketch of modern mediums, a 
brief notice drawn from the realms of an.tique Spiritualism;

' for oür summary of passing events in this country, we 
shall in our next issue give place to our foreign corre- 
spondents. “ The History of Modern American Spiritual­
ism,” and the series of papers entitled “ Ghost Land,” will 
still be continiied. Our reviewer’s desk, and the bureau

. for correspondence, is not yet fully open, and on this head 
we beg to add, thät the commentators and critics who de­
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sire to involve us in any of tlie inharmonious conditions 
and recriminative correspondence, with which so many 
lovers of freedom delight to tyrannize over all who pre- 
sume to differfrom themselves, are simply referred to onr 
“ Salutatory-,” in which the Editor’s plan of action is laid 
down, with a substructure of principle .from’ which this 
writer believes there will be no departure.

Correspondence, advertisements, financial, friendly, and 
sympathetic support, are honestly and eamestly solicited. 
If subcriptions adequate to meet the expenses involved in 
this publication are advanced, it will be a permanent hu­
man s.uccess ; au conlraire,—and the history of humanity 
has fully .prepared us for such a result, — The Western 
Star will close its brief period of existence on earth, but 
continue to shine in the firmament which is overarched 
with good intentions forever! . Osnns.
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