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PREFACE TO PROFESSOR DENTON'S SHAKESPEARE
SERMONXN.

Delivered at Music Tldl. Bostow, phonographically reparted  for the
w Lievwner of" Light” and revised and corrected yor Tnr Westeny
Stan by iesessor Deatan. ’

As our opportunities for printing specimens’ of the
vratory and fiterature presented on the Spiritual rostrum
must of necessity be few and fur between, and, in a publi-
eation of the character aimed at in this magazine, essays
of any considerable Tength could not be too_frequently;
introduced. we  have sought carnestly to find such a
rgpresentative discourse as would istruct the readers of
t;\: pres<eut day. whilst it wight help to hand down to
posterity a fair \.unplc of the 1unetc-cnth century’s Spirit-
nal rostrinn elagquence.

Amonpt the many admirable speakers who {urnish this
kind of daily bread for the soul. none ranks move deserv-
edly high. or is held inmore general esteem, than William
Denton. Awmongst all the noble things that William
Denton has said and written, nothing finer than the pres-
ent address has ever fallen from his lips or pen.  When
it is added. morcover, that the publishers ‘of this work
have enjoyed the rare advantage of his personal revision
for an extemporized report, their objects in its presenta-

o
ko
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tion will, we trust, be understood and appreciated. — Ep. .

Wr.s'm:an S'un.

A SERMON FROM SHAKESPEARE’S TEXT,

% TONGUES IN TBEEB, BOOKS IN THE nmmmu BROOKS, SER-
MONS IN STONES, AND. GOOD IN xvmmmm GIVEN IN MUSIC
HALL, B os'ron . '

' BY WILLIAM DENTON. ’

MY text will be found in the play of « As You Like It
Act II, Sceue 1. . .
% And ﬂns our hfe, exempt from publib -haunt,

Finds tongues in trees, books in the: ;unmng brooks,
Bermons in stones, and good in everything.”

Shakespeare was a mental Argus, whose hundred eyes
nothing could escape. Men see by their brains still more
than they do by théir eyes, and his were brains so devel-
oped that they enabled his eyes to see what mortal had
never beheld before. He was' & walking polyglot, with
as many tongues as eyes; what his eyes beheld, his

. tongues bad the ability to speak — ability how rare! He

peered through the palace walls and beheld the secret
deeds of kings, and there was no dungeon so dark but
his eye beheld the prisoner. Hé saw, too, the thought of
each; he heard their-aspirations or their uttered fancies,
ind embodied them in glowing language that speaks to

_every heart. - In him the silent trees found utterance, the

hubbling brooks discoursed in rational speech, and ghe
very stones cried-out with- eloquent tongue,
Nature, the réady helper of genius, bowed to him, and

opened wide the door of her domain for "his 'observance R

and appropriation. . She ‘whispered her choicest secrets
mt.o his ear, and found. him a worthy: listener, a tigie man,
who proclaimed them aloud for the benefit of the world.

1 can fancy William Shakespeare, after rambling by the
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banks of the flowing Avon, and watching the pellucid
stream flow over its pebbly bottom, and the trees bending
lovingly over it, returning to write, “ And this our life,
exempt from public- baunt, finds tongues in trees, books
in the runnmg brooks, sermons in stones, and good in
everything.” , Let us this afternoon hear these tongued
trees, read the books that are in'the running brooks, hear -
the sermons that the stones dispense, and find and appro.
priate the good that dwells in everything.

It isautumn. We lie upon the velvet sward, and watch
the squirrels skip. Grand old trees! lordly possessors of
the soil, how Tlove you! You lift your myrxad hands to
heaven and wave your tinted banners in your joy, as if a
wintry wind could never blow. Generations of leaves
have flourished, dropped and decayed around you, but
there you stand, renewing your beauty from year to year.

You have put down your radiating roots deep into the’
; have sucked up by a million mouths the nourishment

nee ed for your growth, and transformed the-gross, dark
mould into the regal garments you wear ; and though the
‘storm has howled many a time around you, you have only
knit your hearts the firmer, and soared daily nearer and

nearer to heaven. Beautiful trees! eloquent trees! we .
listen to your tongues, and we learn your lessons. So .

stands the true man; rootedin the earth, watered by its
springs, fed by its soil, but using these only as a means to
climb into the spiritual realm above him ; shedding old
opinions, false notions, barbarous creeds, as a tree sheds’
its leaves ; but his firm heart grows but the firmer in the
right, his aims the purer; new and true opinions take the
place of the old, and he climbs year by year nearer a.nd
nearer to perfect manhood.

. Down dtop the acorns around us. What ma.glca.l globes
are these! The Chinese carve, with admirdble skill, half a -
dozen ivory globes, one w1thm the otherpbut what are

!
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they tb this forest-containing gcorn ? Folded within this
shell is that life which makes the future tree, its leaves,

" its blossoms, its fruit, and the untold millions of its
descendants; an artist lies sleeping here that may beautify
a thousand worlds that are yet to be., Sothe truth'spoken
or written is a seed endowed with perpetual life, and the
power to-educe new truths and bless the world forever,

. Error is a stake driven into the ground ; every drop that
falls tends to rot it, every wind to blow it down. All
nature conspires against it, and its destruction is certain.

: How thése trees striggle upward for the light! How
- they “shoulder ‘each other for,the sun’s smile!” Why are
these ¢érowded trees 6o tall, so straight, and their trunks-
so small? Everything is sacrificed for hght. The last
words of the dying Goethe are their motto, « Light, more
light ! ” Listen to that tongue, my brother, and learn. Let

. thy motto be, Up to the sunlight! What are riches, broad
lands, magnificent houses, honor, fame, when they go with
an ignorant, undeveloped soul? Men squat and ‘spread
like toad-stools under’ the dripping trees in the twilight,
instead of soarmg like pines to live in the sun’s continual
smile.

See on these trees the effect of surrounding conditions.
Mark the one that hgs had light on every side ; how sym-
metrical, how beautiful is that tree ! It is as the poet says,
“g thing of beauty and a joy forever” But mark that
“tree shaded on every side but one ; uneven, warped, lop-
sided ; toward-the light it grew, toward the shade it re-
fused to grow, and it would rather grow thus than not at
gll. - Far from it is the beauty and grace that go with the -

+ proper conditions for development. Here is an eloguent
tongue. . Tupper says,. «Seratch the. rind of the sapling,

o and the knotted oak will tell of it for centuries to come.”
There is & distorted ash, whose ugliness makes the raven
crogk as it flies over it. The hoof of a flying deer tram-
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pled it into the earth when it was a tender sapling, and it
will bear the brand of it while life lasts. That criminal
you clutch by the throat, policeman, and strike with your-
billy, he too-was trampled upon in his mfancy, nor is the :
hoof of sociéty off him yet Lift him up, give hini a
. chance ; room -for him? air for him! sunshine for him!
So much is assured ; in the great hereafter he shall have
the chance for development that he never had-here. This
crabbed old women, gnarled as a knotty oak, slanderer,
liar, thief; she, too, came to be 8o by causes. Once she
was ‘a smiling, prattling bu.by, the joy of her mother’s
heart, dearer to her than an angel from paradise. She
graw, she was tempted, féll, was tramapled under the feet
of the scrambling crowd of onrushing humanity. Charity
for her! light for her! heaven for her, too, where all,
wrongs are at last to be righted, and the crooked made
straight ! -

There is another tongue in these trees, that discourses -
patience. The slower the growth, the' firmer the tree,
and the more enduring the wood. “See me grow |” said
the squash to the ok ; “I shall cover a rod while your
feeble head is rising a smgle incb” So it was: the squash
covered the ground for many a yard, while the oak
seemed an idler; but there stood the oak in its maj-
esty, when hundreds of generations of the squash hed
perished. The tree grows by steady, persistent effort. -

So can you. Do not hurry,do not idle; but steadily = - .

mount, and success, the highest success, is yours. Go
into the woods now ; how silent they are! put your. ear -
to the ttunks of the trees; can you hear anything? Not.
a whisper, they are still as death ; yet engines are pump-
ing and sap is rushing through a million pipes to accom-
plisb & most important work. The mandate has gone -
forth, every tree must be clad in velvet green to. greet:
the dawning spring, and there is but & month in which .
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_ to doit. All the trees of the forest are busy preparing
their new dresses in honor of the coming queen. Sup- .
-pose a thousand young ladies were to be furnished with
-new-dresses within the next monthi ; what an excitement
would there be! what a snipping of scissors, tearing of
cloth, running of sewing- -machines, yes, and. of talking-
machines, ‘too, before all were provided! . And yet, here
‘are all the trees of the forest ma.kmg their new dresses
without contentlon, without noise, without the interven-
tion of a.Krench arfiste, in the good old-fashionied style
which can never be improved.
" The storm goes howling by ; what a noise! It rouses
the world! « Here am I, listen to me,.see what I can -
do'!” But when it is over, there lie a few rotten trunks
prostrated by its power.. Without bluster, or even sound,
the million columned woods anse, and God’s first and
best temples are reareq
It is not the most. no:sy that aecomplish the most.
The armies march, thg music sounds, the cannons thun-
der. “These are they that-do the world’s work,” says the
crowd. Some thinkerin his silent study does more than
they all. ‘Bonaparte bestridés Europe like a Colossus; his
voice makes every throne tremble; all eyes are turned
to him,and sll ears are dinned with his name ; but James
'Watt, obscurely laboring to perfect the steam-engine, has
. done infinitely more ‘to chunoe thé face of the world, to
revolutionize soclety, a.nd above all, to bless the human
race. - T
Cut a tree down, and examine the rings’ of its growth,

_and you will find an elbquent tongue that gives the lie to. "~
many other tongues. "The whole hlstory of -the tree, and
. of the times in which it ﬂourlshed is iridelibly written in
the grain of the trunk. Twenty years ago there was a
cool, short, and dry summer : bgre is the narrow ring that
-answers to that summer: See that expanded circle ! fifty
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years ago there was a warm, moist season, and you see
the result; not a day passed over this tree that has not
left its record around its heart, never to be forgotten,

ever to be erased. I tell you, my brother, my sister, so
is\it with ‘you. ‘Thus we build up’ the inward man, day
by day. There is not an hour in your history that is not’
inwoven, ingrown into the very constitution of your soul,
that does not exercise an influence on your destiny ; and
there is nothing that can make it be as though it hnd
never been. I know how common it is for men to believe -
and tedch that Jesus can wipe out at one stroke, and in
a moment, the consequences of their misdeeds ; that five:
minutes of prayer can remove the dark stains of fifty
" years of crimeé; but nothing can be more false. Nature
tells us this in the grand eloquence of these trees. Do
you think that any amount of waving on the part of the
green leaves this coming summer can rémove the effect
.of the dry seasons long gone.by, and expand those
contracted rings of growth to full dimensions? When
conditions are unfavorable for their proper development,

where are the Christs for the trees, to remove the scars, R

straighten the bended trunk, and fill out the lean cifcum-
ference ? These ‘very tree-tongues give the lie to this
orthodox fable that man can do wrong, thus hindering
his spiritual growth and. cramping bhis soul, and then
escape the legitimate consequences of that wrong-doing.
Mark, too, t.he tendency in all trees to symmetry and
beauty, each of its own kind. Takée that young tree
.and hew off its limbs, reduce it if you please to a naked, -
crooked stick. What doesit do? It commences mstantly .
to repair damages. . The unsightly cuts are salved with
new bark; to the right grows a branch, to the left a
corresponding branch; a spirit of beauty preaidea over it
and employs her agents to adorn it; blossoms expand in
their loveliness, fruit is developed, and the tree stands at
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last as perfect as its more favored. nexghbors. There is
inherent in all ngturé this téndency to symmetry and
beauty The clay-stone, no less than the crystal, show it
in the mineral kingdom ;" the vegetable kmgdom displays
it from the fucoid of ‘the sea-bottom to the pine of the
mountain-top ; and is man destitute of it? He is, and is
to be, ity most glorious manifestation. Man, though king-
~ curst, and priest-curst, and God-curst, —

“ Thoug‘h sin and the devil hath hound him,”

. bhas yet within him that divine spirit, which, in spite of
_unfavorable conditions, shall push him onwa.rd eternally,
to excellence, to perfection.

Were I to tell all that the. trees have to teach, how .
long would my sermon last? By what possibility. could
it ever have an end? It seems to me,as I go into the
woods and listen to their tongues, that all other words
are needless. They are the most eloquent of preachers ;

~ and, listening to them, we can well afford to let all others
‘be silent. Multitudes who throng the piles of superstition
on Sundays, would be rore. blessed by attending the
green temples of Nature, and entering mto the spmt that
breathes from every leaf,
I watch these trees, and see how they grow day by
+ day, year by year, becoming larger, fairer, as the seasons .
" pass. ‘But Lam told that when the tree arrives at its
perfection, which all may attain in & few. centuries, like
. the stars when they culminate, it begins to sink; and
nothing can airest its decay and death. It is resolved
into its orlgma.l components; it is gone a8 a.tree, entered
" intg the dust, from which it can never more eme;’ge{.
. An yet, out of the very dust of that tree; up springs a
. ‘mew ore, fairer and brighter for the richness of the soil
gained from-the mshes of its predecessor. Nor is that
all; extravagant as it may seem, I have learned that
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there 18 a future life even for trees. There is room
enough in an infinite universe for ell the trees that ever .
blossomed : somewhere they are blossoming still. How
much more shall there be room for the men. They are
all living still. , A brighter sky than we ever saw bends:
over them; a more glorious sun sheds his rays on their
heads; the winds of beneficent conditions play around
them..- Development in the grand future is t.hen- inalien-
able destiny. _
But Shakespeare says there are books in the runnmg
‘brooks, and we, must not listen too long to ‘these trees,
or we shall lose the lessons that are contained in these
running brooks. Strange places to find books! no less -
stfange, and quite as interesting, are the books themselves
that we find in this alcove of Nature’s library, free for all.
There is a book on_chronology — and a .wonderful beok
it is; our longest chronological lists are invisible when

compared with this. At 'Niaga.ra.——one of our brooks— .

yousee an ocean of water pouring over the solid limestone,
into the foaming abyss beneath. At Queenstown, seven
miles below, the cataract once was, and the deep channel.
between the two, shows what the water has accomplished,
fretting the solid rock through the ages. Though fifty
thousand years was probably spent in the work, yet thab
is but a day in the geélogic calendar. But what ia this
- compared with the record of other brooks ? The Colorado
has worn a cafion three hundred miles long, and in places-
more then a mile deep, and for a thousand feet through
solid gramte “thousands of centuries must have been em-
ployed in the work. These grand brooks gre older.than
- Britain and the Druids, Greece and Etrurin; older than
. the mummies; aye, older than Egypt itself, for it is. made
of the mud that one ‘of these brooks laid down; older
than the old serpent and the Christians that ma.de him ;
older than Noah and his wonderful box; older-indeed .
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than the Jews and J eﬁovah % the ancient of days," ‘their
handiwork. These brooks have 'been rolling for ages
whére they now are; doing the work of the world, as they
have prepared it for the habltatlon of mankind.
_ There is a ‘'volume on perseverance in the brooks, that
many might read with benefit. There was a.time when
the Gulf of Mexico extended to where Cairo in Hlinois
now is;and the Mississippi, by patient perseverauce, has
ﬁlled up the Gulf to New Orleaus; and it is destined to
_ annex Cuba to the United Stutes, whether Spam favors
the annexation or opposes it. They have carried to their
graves in- the ocean depths mountains innumerable, and
are now ‘engaged in ferrying down all that remain. Not
a day but they lay down part of Mont Blanc and Mount
Washington, Cotopaxi and. Chimborazo, and ere long,
by their aid, the ocean shall roll over the heads of the
loftiest pen.ks They bave made seven miles of fossilifer-
" ous rocks, and formed the grand continents on whose
surface we dwell ; and yet the process by which all this
is accomplished is so gradual, that but few are aware of
what is going on- around them. There is a book on’ per- -
severance that it will do you good to read, young man, -
young woman. Never despair of accomplishing your
soul's earnést wish. The very desire to be and to do,
indicates the power to bé and to do what you desire; a
day may do but little, but you have an eternity to oper-
ate in; a drop a day would drain the ocean in time, and
you need never be dlscouru.ged
I saw_a silvery rill descending from the ‘mountain ;
" ¥ clear as crysf,al ‘were' its waters, as it leaped down with
tinkling feet on its mission of usefulness and love.- «I
will stop its bubbling” said the Frost, as he laid his -cold
hand upon it, icy as death, .and it staggered and grew
still. * «T will bury it from .slght ” gaid the Snow, and
down dropped its fleecy mantle and hid the rill from my
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gaze,  Alas! said ], for the beantiful stréam !" the envy of
the Frost and Snow has destroyed it forever! But while
Imourned, the south wind blew with. genial breath, the - -
sun looked through the cmvgy clouds, the bonds of the
rill were broken, snow and ice did but increase its waters,

. and away tHey danced more merrily than before. - -

On it sped, and, wherever it went, the trees arrayed
themselves in their greenest dresses, they lifted up their
heads and waved their bannérs in its praise; the birds
sang to it in their leafy bowers, and the flowers kissed it
with their sweet lips as it ran. But the hills saw it, and
they were offended. % Why should we allow this vagrant
to roam at large,” said they, “this leveler, this under-
miner and destroyer of all things old and sacred? .Why
should we allow it to chafe our sides and set at defiance
the limits set in the days gone by? Let us unmite and
crush it forever.” - So saying, they encircled the brook in-
their close embrace, and presented a seemingly impassable
barrier to its further passage, and again it was lost to my
sight. Bunt though unseen, it was busy as ever, searching
every crevice, flowing into every cranny, to find & passage
through the frowning hills. «If I cannot get through,"
I must go over,” said the brook. % Ah,ha!l” laughed the -
hills ; and they clapped their hands, and said, “Listen to
the httle fellow ; we have stopped his mad career; no:
more ghall he roam among the trees and disport himself
with the flowers, no more shall he remove the moss-
grown rocks, invade our sacred retreats, and undermine
the foundations of ages; his work is done, his-life is’
ended” But inch by inch, and foot by foot the water
rose above the woody sides of the hills, and reaching a
valley between two peaks, the hills saw to their astonish-
ment the despised brook, nowswollen to a river, go thun-
dering down upon the plain with tenfold power. Om it
ﬂowed, daily broader, deeper, receiving accessions from a
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thousa.nd flowing streams, blessmg thirsty lamis, a.nd ad- ‘
mmutermo to man’s welfare, till it poured at last its
maJesn]c torrent into the all-embracing seg; There isa
lesson for thee, my toiling brother! Starfing from the
mountains of truth-loving endéavor and manly resolve,
what though the world’s cold scorn falls on thee, and the
-bitter wmds of persecution blow around thee ; toil on, live
( to thy’soul's ideal! there are noble hearts beating for
thee, glonous rewards awaiting thee ; there are no ob-
‘stacles too high fér thee to surmount; the greatest sue-
cess of which thy soul ever dreamed is gua.rpnteed thee!

But Shakespeqre says there are “sermons in stones,”
- and, while there is time, we must look at some of these.
You would néver forgive me, if I did not give you some
of these sermons. These “hard-heads,” as the boulders
have been called, are old-heads and wise-heads, and ng
less eloquent; they preach the longest, the truest, the
wisest of sermons. These ministers of Nature are ex-
pbundmg continually, —

With magical eloquence day and night,
Denouncing the wrong, upholding the n'Vht,

By the road-side, in the- swamp, in the foammg stream,
and the ploughed field. They preached to the Indian as

. hae stealthily stole by to shoot the deer at the lick, as

they had done to the dumb.savages, their ancestors, who
had not lenarned to form the rudest of implements for the
chase, These preachers never stammer nor cough, they

.never rave-nor rant, they never lie to please a congrega-

tion or for the glory of God, as I'm afraid some of our
gaspel preachers do; -they never get drunk, nor blush
their record; they invariably tell the truth, and that

" is just what we need ; and their bold, outspoken utter-

ances have spoiled & thousand barrels of orthodox ser-
mons in Massachusetts alone. Would that we were more
awake to their glowing utterances !
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. When Shakespeare was living, geology was unknown.

What wondrous sermons have beer -preached by the -

stones since his time, that have set the world a-thinking !
. Werner, Hutton, Bakewell, Buckland, Lyell, Mantell,
Miller, and hosts of .others listened to them, took notes of

their discourses; and their rough notes, far from’ verbatim-

reports, have recreated the world and bid fair to recreate
the next. How-silly the Genesical fable' of creation ap-
pears in the light which their utterances reveal! the six
days’ fatiguing labor of the almighty mechanic, dust-made
grandfather Adam, and bone-made grandmother Eve, the
chatting snake, and the cursing .God ! ‘In these sermons
that the stones preach, there is no God complacently

congratulating himself on the success of his week’s work,

and in'a few days cursing. like a demon because his plans
- have been frustrated. -What a story is this to be re-
hearsed in the ‘nineteenth century, with.-the words of

these stones ringing in our ears! There rolls the ruddy -

planet as it came from the glowing furnace of the sum, a

. spirit within its concentrated fire-mist, presiding over it,
and able to produce, when conditions permit, plant and
bird, beast and man. We see the solid rock as the
world cdols, bare, black, and flinty, and below the beiling,

turbid waters ; from the deep, where the first rude forms -

of life appear, island after island emerges; lichens cling
to the rocks upon them, moss-like plants carpet them,
ferns fringe them, beetles hum over them, and fishes -go
flashing along their shores, or feed upon the sea-weeds
that sprea.d over the waters their long, gelatinous arms.

Tree ferns unroll their fronds, club-mosses upraise their. .

columns out of the dense swamps, lepidodendrons rear

their acaly trucks; frogs hop along the margins.of the

“lakes, or vigorously swim in.their waters; while above
them dragon-flies flit on gauzy wings. Birds appear,

rude, gross, stalking along the shores, fishing in the-

¢

R
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waters ; reptiles swimming, diving; 'cra.wlmg., basking ‘on
the, rocks, roaming through the woods, soaring in the air.
Mammals huge and whale-like follow them, living in the
waters; thlck-skmned monsters wading in the nver, :
craslﬂng through the reeds. Horses roam over the virgin
prairies, deer feed on the newly developed grasses,

monkeys, the forerunners of mren, feed. o the. luscious
figs; then comes savage mun, low-browed, brutal; but
-human, within him the science, the art of the nineteenth
" century, and & million centuries yet to be born; and, at
last, .here are we, the freest congregation in the freest
city, in sp1te of its fogyism, that our planet has yet seen,
each one swearing that he will not rest till he hes made
this old world better than he found it.

This is one of* the sermons the sfones are preachmg,
and where it is heard, most other sermons are preached
in vain. Man has been advancing from the start, as the
world bad béen for so many ages before him ; then man
never fell, and Jesus was never sent to raise what the,
devil was never permitted to koock down.” Good and
~ evil flow from humanity by virtue of its nature ; the devil
is no longer needed, and his bottomless pit is filled to the
brim. Jesus descends from the throne of his glory and
takes his place on the platform occupied by his brothers,
and we can say of a thousand living men and women,
A better than Jesus is here.

Here too is a sermon on progress. From fluid fire to
solid rock, from shapeless stone to symmetrical crystal,

- from crystal-fo polyp, from this sluggish stomach at the

sea-bottom to the active fish, thence to the ground-tread-
\Lng reptile, first tenant of the soil ; then life soars in the

ird, advances toward man in the brute, and resches him
ohl‘y to urge him on to- lugher and nopler positions. We
are here with this infinité past beneath us, and an illimit-
able future above us, and- ability within us to climb the
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heights apparently forever. All this to drop at death

. Aack to the dust from which life has ascended only by
slow steps for millions of years? We are, that we may

- be.. AH the past was, that we might be in the present ;

-and the present ig, that the future may be superior to it. |

. Progress is not dead, nor God asleep ; the ages have not
sown that Death or the Devil might reap; neither hell
nor the grave is the granary of humanity. The everlast-
ing arms-are round us; over the stream of death they
shall bear us, and land us in & sunnier clime.

But I must not preach too long from such sermons as
these, important as they are. Few geologists have dared
to tell the truth —reveal to the world all that their sci-
ence has taught them. Scientists, like .théologians, are
sad cowards, A great effort is made by many of them to-
make these old preachers talk orthodoxically, but the
effort is a dead failure. Though many geologists seek
with oblique "vision to look upon old dogma.s and new

. revelations at the sathe time, yet others are gaining cour-
- age to declare the whole counsel of nature.

The stones are prea.chmg their sermons in the streets of
Boston to-day. Fort Hill is being cut down, and inter- -
ested people gather to see the gradual disappearance of, -
one of the interesting relics of historic times. Go and see
the old “hard-heads ” as they are scooped from the soil by
the steam excavator, or lie exposed once more to the light
of day along the lessening crest. They are covered with
marks and scratches. Not a stone to which they were
introduced but left its mark ; they tell us of the grinding

. ice fields of the glacial penod, when a Greenland winter
locked the sea and buried the land ; and you may.l
from them that we have only fairly started to explor::rhz
past of our_planet, on which our present stands, and eter-
nity will be needed to read what the eternity of the past -
has done.
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But, Shakespeare seys there ig ¢ good in everythmg
What an extravagant statement {5 this! Right, William,
- right; you, too, were wiser than you knew. Goodin earth-

quakes, ground-shaking, rock-cleaving, city-swallowing,
life-destroying earthquakes? Certainly. By earfhquake
throes the continents- have been uplifted, the mountains

“reared, and th® world adorned.. We should never have
been here in the glory of this day, if our planet had not
been swept by fiery storms and shaken millions of times
by .the earthqua.kes jar. Their .curses are msepa.mble
from their blessmgs

¢ Is there good in volca.noes, those fea.rful hells that spout

'out glowing torrents that scathe and destroy and with
their clouds of ashes envelop cities in ruin? Yes; these -
are the safety-valves of the globe ; weight them down, as
engmeers gometimes do the safety-valve of the steam
engine, and but a short time would suffice to blow the

crust of the globe to atoms.

"+ Good in pein, that racks the nerves, that clouds the
mind ; pain, the companion of sorrow, and herald of
death? * Assuredly there is. If* we never felt pain, long
before we reached maturity our bodies would be wrecks;
a boy’s hands would be burned to cinders before he was

.ten years old. The stomach would be injured beyond

* recovery by our excesses, before we were aware of our
departure from correct living. Pgin is‘a guardlan forever

, attending us. For the child it is better than a hundred
nurses ; thie - mother's eye may wander from her charge,
but pain never sleeps on its post. The child, attracted
by the glare, puts its finger in the flame —ha! it starts -
back with a sudden cry. It lias learned a lesson that can
‘never -be. forgotten.. In a world: without pain, not one

" human being in & hundred could ever arrive at muturity

Pain, often conmdered man’s -enemy, is but an angel in

. dlsgume
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But there is certainly nothing good in pestilences, that
decimate cities and are the dread of nations. If no other
good arose from them, they widen the streets of aur cities,
cause arrangements to be made for sewerage, and cleanse
and beautify the.close and otherwise filthy alleys.. The
general comfort arising frq all these. may be traced in
considerable measure to the dread produced by these
scourges of-the human race.

The darkest features of some systems are often really
the best portions of them, when properly understood.
Ask a Protestant to name the darkest features of Cathol-
icism, and he would probebly say that partion of it which
binds its members to life-long celibacy. Monk, nun, and
. priest must never marry,or if they do, they receive the

Church’s bar. “ What a horrible system is this!” says the

Protestant. Not.so horrible as it looks. These monks,
nuns, and priests are the most superstitious members of
the Roman Church ; and how fortunate it is that their
superstition dies with them, if true to their vows, and the
* most superstitious are the most likely to be. Thus when
superstltlon culminates in the Roman Catholic Church, it
is cut off forever. If the heretics could pass a law, and
make it binding, that the most superstitious people should .
never marry, lest their superstition should be inherited
by their children, what an outrage it would be deemed.
Yet, thanks to the blindness of the most intolerant of all
Christian sects, this is just what the Church itself does;
and there is good here, where We had least reasom to

expect. When a man becomes as fanatical as a Shaker, - - -

he ought not to transmit his fanaticism- to posterity.
How carefully the Shaker, by virtue of his fa.lth, gua.rds
against the possibility of it.

“ But is there any good in war?” There must be, if
Shakespeare is right, and I certainly think he is. ‘Where -
did we stand but ten years ago? The North a great

= _
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huntmg ground for slaves, and ‘every man by Ia.w a kid-
napper ; forty thousand preachers and eighty thousand
merchants on their knees, licking the dust at the foot of
the slave power; the priests quoting Scnpture in favor of,.

- and apologizing for the vilest of ell crimes, and the. mer-
chants defending the practices that they might obtain the
castord of the women-whippers and baby-stealers. Where
are they now? ' The red whirlwind of war has swept the
whole bratal system from. the face of the land it insulted
80 long. Where now are those godly Bostor ministers
who thh pious faces read their Bible texts from the pul-
" pit in favor of this stupendous crime? You can scarcely
find a man from Maine to Mexico, who dares lift up his
voice in defense of chattel slavery ; and the ministers are '
‘now hastening to prove that they were always in favor of
- freedom, and that Christianity has conquered and gnined
the victory alone! That war converted more than Chris-

. tianity has done for a thousand years, and at the same
‘time converted the Bible.

The villains that-applied the torch of rebellion to the
temple of our liberty, expected to burn the fabric to the
ground’; buf instead of that, away went rags and scraps,
hay and stubble, that blind priests and crafty politicians
- had "been gathering and piling for years around it; and,

" when’ the smoke rolled away, there stood the témple in
its grandeur, and the golden statue of Liberty above all,

, unharmed by the transient fire and unblackened by the
smoke ; and ‘now within. that temple stands a redeemed
people. This land has at length become in truth what lt,
was only in nome, —

« The land of the free, and the bome of thé brave.”
Thls grnnd stumb]mg-block out of our way, we take,

and shall Lenceforth keep, the foremost place in all the
world, When I find war assisting so materially to bring
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about such a condition of things, I cannot but agree with
Shakespeare that there is “ good in everything”

“But the devil, you know, is all bad,” says my orthodox
brother. Bring him here, and we will dissect him, and I
will show you that he hes an angelic , Jernel in his heart.
A king, who has ruled so long over the largest population
that was ever governed by any one potentate, must have
some redeeming traits. It is only imaginary beings that
are destitute of good. A soul of good seems to be essen-
tial to a thing’s existence, destitute of which it must die,
or rather, it never could have lived. If there is a devil, -
there must be good in him; bnt since, as the orthodox
inform us, there is no good in the devil, it is evident that
he does not exist. .

Good in death, the terrible curse pronouneed by Jehovah
on all ? Certa.inly, and the grea.best of good. Death, the
gick man’s solace, the old man’s hope, the’ good\ man’s
friend, the slave's release, the great -uniter, the twin of
sleep, and the door of heaven! We,as Spmtua.hsts, see
‘the good there is in death as no other people ever did.
We have come from the land of shadows, the gloomy wil-
derness peopled by devils and Iit up by the fire of lurid
hells; we have come to the %Delectable Mountains,”
fairer than those of which Bunyan dreamed, and we revel
in the rays of a sun that never, never sets. The prospect
is 80 wide that we can see beyond the swift flowing stream
the loved ones who have gone before ; nay, we can hear
their cheerful voices, and know that it is well' with them -
and must be well with us. In the light of this new morn-
ing, we can take Death by the hand and say: “Thou art
our benefactor, our unchanging friend, sent by a higher

. life on the most beneficent of all missions ; when our work

is dobe on earth, we will greet thee thh jay, and look
into thine eyes with a smile, for thou shalt usher us into
the company of the immortals.”
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. Is there good,then,in all that happens to man? I
doubt not that we shall rise in fhe hereafter to where,
"Jooking over all the checkered scene of earth’s universel
history, we shall exclaim from the fullest assurance of its
truth, Allxswell,a.lllswell :
e
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ANNIE, LORD CHAMBERLAIN.
A BIOGRAPHICAL BEETCH BY BMMA EAR;JINGE Bilnm

Tr will be remembered by those who have carefully pe-
rused the sketch of Dr. Cyrus Lord’s experiences as de-
tailed in our last issue, that the young lady who foritis the
subject of this notice was not recogmzed a8 & medium for
the wonderful phenomena evolved in hier father's circles,
until some years after they had been in operation. It is
quite probable that the combined forée of the whole family
" was necessary to produce thése extraordinary demonséra-
" tions in the first instance, but it would appear as if one of

the chief aims of the invisible influences-under which Dr.
Lord acted wus the ultimate unfoldthent of his two gifted
deughters, . Jenme and Annie, into: the' file meditimistic
instruments they have since'become. A slight -allizsion
will be found ip Dr. Lord’s narrative to the: ﬁrst recogni-
tion of Annie's specialties as a medmm, but-in ‘order to
"do full justide to-this wonderful child’s endowinehts, it is
necessary to gtate that at the time when .they were first
apparent she was scarcely twelve years of age, and had .
. sat in the famﬂy circles constantly for- three years with-
out giving any signs of the léfent powers she afterwards
displayed. Jennie, through whom the prmclpal part
of the phenomena occurred at Dr. Lord’s séances, had
been impressed to assure her little sister Annie that she
was destined t8 perform a great work in Spiritualism, and
the child, elated by this promise, awaited its fulfillment
with a patience and constancy far beyond her years,
sitting night after night, for hours together, in the family
circles, without a sign of weariness or indifference.
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At Iength her fidelity was rewa.rded by the premoni- )
tory symptoms which so often accompany the unfoldment
_ of the mediumistic  germ, and the lttle one realized, as

she herself described, the -same sensations in her hands
and arms as would have been produced by a galvanic
battery. -The first exercise of Annie’s mediumistic power
was in the direction of- written communications involving .

remarkable tests of identity, and fac-simsles of the hand-
writings and sxgnatures of deceased. persons, and all this
was executed in so, purely "mechariical a fashion that
the little hands. employed in these wonderful transcrip-
. tions seemed not to belong to the chlld or be guided by
her volition, but to -be used as mere instruments under
the control of a powerful though -invisible operator. -
Not long after the production of these writings, Dr. Lord
was instructed to sit alone with his young daughter, three
- times a day for a fortnight, at the expiration of which
period he was informed she would be developed through
- his influence into an extmordmary physical mediom.
The results of obedience to thése directions were more
than could have been n.ntlcxpated At the end of the
tenth day’s séances they were desired to.place a guitar
under the table, when immediately and without the least
_ diminution of the noonday light which filled the apart-
. ment, the instrument was played upon by invisible per-
formers with an améunt of taste and skill which had
never before been evinced in their circles, .

The sweet and graceful flow of the music was empha-
sized, too, by lotid raps sounding on walls, floor, and ceil-
ing, and that with a force and spontanelty which seemed
to §ll every corner of the room with intelligent though .
- invisible operators. Those. who. regard the tokens of
- spiritual presence with skeptical sneers or cold indiffer-
ence, can form but little conception of the reverent yet
_ exalted emotions which swelled the young child’s heert,
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as she found hersélf the chosen instrument of a mighty
and powerful world, the very existence of which had been .
the unsolved problem of science and religion for ages.

Annie had noted how the footsteps of angels had fol-
lowed in the tragk of her highly privileged sisters, but
that she, so young, and hitherto so undistinguished by
these heavenly visitants, could. be permitted to listen to
their delicious strains of melody through her own instru-
mentahty, was a boon which she then rejoiced in and
ever since has cherished, as a direct token of angelic
favor and acceptance. .

It was not long before the child medlum was requested
to add to the guitar some bells, a tambourine, and other
small instruments, and these, placed under the table, still
in the light, furnished the controlling spirits with the
. means of making a complete and very agreeable con-
cert.

In obedience to their invisible guides, they also pro- B

cured a white porcelein slate with straps attached, and
: these being fastened with a pencil to little Annie’s left
hand, she was directed to hold it under the table whilst
‘her right was laid in sight on its upper surface. _

In this way long communications, test messages, fac-
gimiles of handwritings, were executed 'by’ the spirits
themselves, and that in a way whlch rendered collusion
or’ deception impossible. .

Sometimes satisfactory messages were wntten by sim-
ply placing paper and pencil under the table, but in both
methods, the visitors who were introduced to Annie Lord's
circles received communications from their friends “ be-
yond the river,” with a-directness and indubitable proof of
spiritual agency which has rarely been equaled and never
surpassed.

After a time Annie was desired to .take her place in the
dark circle room, and here, whilst l:er maniféstations con- .
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tinued in-all their-beauty, they gamed 1mmense1y in force
by the absence of light.

Tt was customary for the mediums to sit at the table
whilst the musical instruments were arranged on supports
behind and around them, and as they were frequently
covered with a netting extending from the ceiling to the
floor, cutting off the mediums from contact with theé instru-
ments, the production of music under such circumstances -
placed the manifestations beyond suspicion.

It may hei-e be ‘remarked that the .most marvelous

. feats of power’ execiited by the spirits, such as: catrying
~ large instrumients ‘about the room, placing the inediums,
atill seated, in' the centre of the éa,g,e and piling up the
instruments round them, etc., could not be effected whilst
they were screened by the netting; this arrangement,
therefore, was only resorted to as an experiment, or for
the satisfaction of that obstinate character of skepticism
which would not be convinced “ though one rose from the

" - dead.” It often happened that light articles were carried

from the room and conveyed to long distances during the
progress of the séance ; for example, a gentleman whe'was
receiving com,mumcu.nons from his-deceased wife through
Annie Lord’s mediumship, had requested the spirits to use
. his pencil, which he’ placed on the ground with his own
hands .for that purpose. This wish was complied with,
but when the séance was ‘concluded, and the enraptured
investigator proceeded to collect all the tokens which he
- had received.of his beloved one’s presence, he was equally
grieved and -surprised to find the pencil her spirit hand
hyd. employed was missing. "At this juncture,” Annie
whs controlled to write that he would find the lost article
" under a certain stone, carefully hid away from sight, close

to his own residence. Although this statement was almost
"too maivelous for' an inexperienced investigator to accept,

he fuithfully followeg the directions given, and subse-
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-quently admitted that he had found his pencil in the exact
‘spot and position which the medium had indicated. This

_act'of physical transfer was but the commencement of a
long series of similar performances, some of which we
shall have occasion to deseribe in detail.

Annje Lord’s fiest great trial at the hands of strangers
took place when she had scarcely completed her twelfth
year. Having been persuaded to spend a week in the fam-
ily of Mr. Burnell, of Westbrook, Maine, the young girl
held circles in the light, and here the most marvelous phe-

- nomena occurred throughout the house, and at all hours.
The circles were at first conducted under stringent test
conditions; but when the breakfast table was laid by
spirits, when footsteps resounded through every part of the
house, and thirty-seven communications were written by
spirit hands in a locked drawer of which Mr. Burnell kept

the key, and on paper which he purchased fresh for that:
purpose, test conditions ceased to be any longer in requi-

sition; and every hour of the medium’svisit brought fresh
- conviction to the mind of her entertainer. Here, as
" throughout Annie Lord’s mediumship, the delightful phase

of spirit music was repeatedly presented. At times sweet

voices would be heard singing, and on more than one
occasion & full band regaled the ears of the astonished
listeners, when none but spirits could have been the per-
formers, For several months after these mvestlga.tlons,

-

Annie Lord sat as a medmm- for the spirits in her father's -

house in Portland, At last her fragile constitution
threatened to give way under the heavy tax made upon
it, and she was removed for the sake of rest and recuper-
ation to Auburn, Maine. The fame of her remarkable
gifts, however, followéd the young medium wherever she
went, and so far from cessation from. the fatigues of the
séance, they increased upom her constantly, until her

"~
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visitors: of all classes might .be numbered by hundreds,
and 'her converts began to multiply on every gide.

In addition to the production of spirit music, direct writ-
ing, the movement of ponderable bodies,and a great variety
of tests rendered through rapping, writing, etc., Annie Lord
was not unfrequently controlled to diagnose diseases, pre-
scribe ‘for the sick, or heal them by the laying on of
hands. If was in thls way that :many an one afflicted

- with chronic complsints, pronounced by the medical fac-

ulty incurable, received health and renewed life from the
magical touch'of this young and gifted child.

We are permltted to mention, as an example of this
beneficent power, the case of Miss Agues Walker, of
East Portland, Maine, who had suffered from a spine com-
plaint of long standing, pronounced hopeless, and utterly
incapacitating her even from walking. In the short space
of a single fortnight, the treatment received at the

"~ hands of the- young medium enabled the sufferer to
: move about with ease, and finally to subdue the com-

plamt entirely.

It is also & curious and noteworthy fact, tha.t Annie °
Lord in her mediumistic.capacity exercised a remarkably
soothing effect upon the insane; and that in several
instances, patientg treated by the physicians as hopeless
lunatics (but in all probability obsessed by undeveloped
spirits) became, under her influence .and the treatment
prescribed through her spirit guides, perfectly restored to

" health and mental balance.

We find the fpllowmg little narrative in Mrs. Chamber.
Iain’s diary ; and as the incident illustrates how closely
aflied humanity is to ‘the spirit world, and how naturdlly

" this . truth becomes exemplified in the experiences of

gpirit mediums, we shall give the extract in Mrs. Cham-
berlair’s own frank and simple words.”
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.** One rainy dsy, in the, autumn of 1859, ds I was journeying from
Portland to Boston, my attention was sttracted to & very prepossessing
looking gentleman, who, as I supposed, came aboard the cars at Bidde-
ford, Me. He occupied the seat directly in front of me, having first
moved from it my guitar, which T had placed there turt a short time pre-
vious. It seemed strange to me that\he should select that seat, when
there were several otfiers near vacant. Very soon he began to address
me, speaking of my past life, of my becoming a mediam, etc. -He spoke
of the preseut, and even looked into my future, prophesying many things
which I ani not now at liberty to relate. Up to this point of the inter-
view I supposed the stranger was a dweller- of this mundane sphere,
though a good clairvoyant. But suddenly, in the midst of an interesting
‘prophecy, he gradually disappeared, leaving me comsiderably frightened
by the discovery of his spiritual ndture. * On another occasion he came
again: at this time wehad o friendly shake of the hand; and that with
& hand as tangible to me as any mortal's. I questioned him twice to -
learn his name, but could get no answer. He appearsd to be much
interested in my welfare, and before he left me, called me by name and
said, * This is the second time that I have presented myself to you; I
shall do so once more only, which will be while you are travelling from
Lewiston to Portland’ I told him when I intended to visit L——
He replied, * You will not go then;. remember my words.” At the
time when I bad re:olved to go to Lewiston, sickaess detained me; but
I did not think of my spirit friend and his prophecy, until I did actually
meet fiim again on the cars, and that at the exact time thab he had pre-
dicted.”

Two.striking changes occurred in the young medium’s °
career, both of which colored to a very considerable extent
her subsequent fortunes.

The first of these was her union in marriage with Mr.
Chamberlain, a gentleman considerably older than herself,
now deceased ; and the second, her adoption into the
family of Colonel and Mrs. Cushman, of Ottaws,
Illinois, & lady and gentleman whose high social posi-
tion, great wealth, and extended influence threw around
the fair and fragile flower, bandied sbout in the hard,
rough school of a tempestuous life, the mantle of thelr
strong and honorable protection.

‘Poor Annie Lord Chsmberlam, a ‘young, mexpenenoed
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child-wife, with a warm, loving heait, generous, impulsive
disppsition, but a physical form so frail and unbalanced
that a breath of wind or streak of sunshine seemed suffi-
cient to unnerve her, was yet called upon to endure the
harsh sneers of the skeptic, the rude and sometimes
inhuman conditions forced , upon her by the so-called
sclentlﬁc the tone of msu]tmg doubt and insolent crit-
icism so ,commonly adopted by those who investigate
with the determination of finding falsehood rather than
truth, and all the toil, suffering, and discomfort of a home-
less, wa.ndermg, itinerant life. .None can ‘realize, except
by personal expenence,/ the carcer of hardship and en-
- durance implied in -the terms, “a publie medlum or
“ Spiritual lecturer.”

To have one’s self-respect continually wounded by press
criticisms that are not unfrequently brutal in their rude-,
ness and falsehood ; to be subjected to constant suspi-
cion even from professed friends, and that for. mysterious
failures over which mortals have'no control ; in short, to
be in the hands of an unknown power, the full extent or |
deficiency of which no human being can gauge, on the
one hand, and on the other to be obliged to procure the
favor of strangers by successes which the hapless medium
can never command ; these are but parts of the bitter
dregs which fill ‘the cup the modern sibyl is called upon
to quaff 1l or well, weak or strong, willing or other-
wise, the work must be done, the life forces draineg, and
fresh journeys undertaken ; the new station gainefi, the
. new friends -propitiated, the weary spirit readjusted to
new scénes, new habits, and new 1nﬂuenqes whilst heat
}nd cold, long fasting, and excessive fatigue too often
orm the conditions under which the Spiritual itinerant is
called -upon to exhibit.

The very power which of all others seems most depend-
ent upon favorable surroundmgs, is continually demanded
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under the violation of every condition essential for its
successful production. The petty martyrdoms thus in-
flicted upon wandering spirit mediums may result from
ignorance, apathy, or carelessness on the part of those
who. surround them, but the fact that they are thus
too frequently called upon to suffer, proves .conclusively
that the exercise of their gifts must be controlled by a
strength not their own, and influences powerful -enough
to surmount merely mundane obstacles.

From this thankless and weary state of existence the
loving care and guardienship of Annie’s new protectors
at length happily rescued her, and from this pomt jin her
career we commence a fresh detail of her experiences.

Before entering upon this. portion of our narrative, it
may not be uninteresting to our readers to peruse an ac-
count of the impression produced by Mrs. Chamberlain
upon the mind of Mr. Benjamin Coleman, an English ‘gen-
tleman of high sta.ndmg, and & well-known supporter of
the Spmtual cause in Great Britain. After a sojourn of
some months in America, during which Mr. Coleman
brought to bear upon his Spiritualistic investigations all
the energy, acumen, and perseverance of his character
and nation, he wrote.to the -Londen Spiritual Magazine, giv-
ing & long and detailed’ account of the wonderful mani-
festations with which ‘he had been favored through Mra,
Chamberlain’s mediumship, concluding in the followmg
words : — '

 Mrs., Chamberlain is well known to New England Spiritualists, aud
throughout the States, as & most estimable lady of the highest charaster.

. « A gentle, intelligent, unassuming lady, probably bat little more
than twenty years of age, with fair complexion, regular features, and
cheerful expression of face, thers is mo indication of any peculiar or-
ganization, specisl capacity, or idiosyacrasy. 1 obgerved ber for some
time previous to-each sitting in faiiliar intercourss with ber vmtor} and

1 feel convinced that the most ordinary as well as the most experienced
judge of character, would unhesitatingly declare that jntentional decep.

¢
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tlon was quite foreign to her natnre — was, indeed, with her an impossi-
bifity: The slightest hint of it sadly disconcerted her —-as it never does
a trained nnpostor— and she gives to the skepucal every facility for de-
tection and scrutiny.’’ .

Arid here we may call the reader’s attention to the
spirited and beautifully .executed mezzotint engraving
of Mrs. Chamberlain with which this number is grac
We desire to add. that the shadowy-hand which appears
‘on the strings of the guitar, together with the drum-
sticks, harmomcons, and dlﬁ'erent small instruments
- faintly indicated round the head, are faithfully delineated

by the en:zj;r from the ongmal photograph taken by

Mr. Williafa Mumler, through whose mediumship Mrs.
Chamberlain’s spirit band were enabled to impress upon
the plate these pignificant tokens of their peculiar con-
trol. C :

When Annie Lord Chamberlain first entered the family
of Colonel Cushman, her constitution, naturally ffail and
‘'delicate, had been so fearfully overtaxed that it seemed
impossible under any merely mundane infliences that-
_ her earth life could long be extended. How far in this,
as in many other instances, spirits succeeded in baflling
the insidious action of disease, and transcending all known
forms of human medical skill, may be gathered from a
perusal of the’ folloiving letter written to the Banner of
Light in March, 1868, -

-

* March 4th, 1868.

Dean BANNER,—— Raadmg an account in your valuable paper of
spirit voicesbeing heard at séances in London, it occurred to me that you
might feel interested in the very romarkable ‘phase of the same power
which it has been our happiness to witness constuutly for several weeks
the past season. ,

- Ithes been our.good fortune to bave in our famlly the well known
muslenl medium, Aunje Lord Chamberlum She s, as you are aware, .
ag invalid, and at times requires the grentest care and watchfulness ; yet
we know. we should not have been able to keep her in our midst had it
not been for the loving aud constant attention bestowed upon lier by the

>
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powerful band of epirits who guide and controlher. Tt has been daily
our great pleasure and relief to receive directions and advice from a phy:
sician in spirit life, and these diréctions, let me assure you, are given
wholly independent of the medium; they are delivered in a clear voice,
every intonation of which hetrays the cultivated gentleman. Not only
has this beloved attendant been constantly in our midst when the Jady
has beeu suffering, but often when all was qniet, and before retiring, has
the docwr suddealy made himself known by addressing us in ki frieudly
voice : “ Good evening, ladies. I want to have a chat with you ;” and
has ‘often prolonged his visits for a considerable length of time. Not
only is he remarkable for speaking, but water has been converted into
medicine, wine, and aromatic liniments, through his power; and won-
derful as it may seem, it is a fact.upon which we can bring any amount
of testimony. - .

Not alone, liowever, is the doctor’s voice heard. Belle Wide-Awske,
a very laughter-loving, bright spirit, is a constant visitor to the family
circle, and with her we have passed very many pleasant hours.. A few
days ago Mrs. Chamberlain lost an_opal ring; Belle came to us and said
sbe had found the, ring — would bring it to the circle; which she did,
and pluaced it on Mrs. Chamberluin's finger.

Dear little Mayflower — 80 well known to those who have attended
the mosical séances— with many others, frequently and repestedly
speaks; and we have also, on several occasions, heard voices singing in
our 1nidst, while an nceumpa.nunent. with a harp was distinetly heaxd,
although no isstrument of music was in our room but a very mdlﬁ’erent
barmonieon. :

Flowers liave also been received, in cu'cles as well as after the ladies
had retired ; bouguets of lilies, roses, rose-buds, mignonnette, etc., all
-bright, fresh, nnd sweet, received at night through an open window on
the second story, with the thermometer at a low point. |

Spirit hands, taugible as your own, Bessrs. Editors, have handled us ,
all, and continually, when B3rs. Chamberlain was so ill that she could
not move without great exertion, the doctor's hands have been heard
rubbing her lungs ensrgetically —and this not in the dark alone, but
with light sufficient to prove to all present the utter impossibility of de-
ception. The hands of several spirits have been around her and raised
her up in bed, when such an exertion could not have been thought of for-
a moment,

Could we have képt a record of the transactions at thesp medical cir- -
cles, [ assure you the earnest investigators after facts wonld have bada
large accumulation of valushle evidemee; but time fuils us, and we can

K3~
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send ygu nd more to-day. If, however, you wish to hear from us again,
gladly will we send you still more interesting matter.
Joy be with you all. ) Mrs. Wy H. W. Cuseman.
‘ Mgs. F. O. ELDREDGE.

- -1

The manifestations peculmx; to the dark circle have been
g0 often described iir the public prints, that it would be .
unnecessary to quote the enthusiastic reports of Mrs.
Chamberlain’s large circle of friends and admirers, did
they not illustrate the special excellence, delicacy, and
variety . of the wonderful ‘pheniomena’ for' which her
mediumship has become so remarkable and. exceptional.

"How dellghtful must have been the. home life sweet-
ened by incessant tokens of spiritual presence and an-
gelic ministry, eliminated through Mrs, Chamberlain’s
mediumship, we may gather from a letter addressed to the
Banner of Light, by N. B. Starr, the renowned spirit artist
who had been -engaged by Colonel Cushman-to spend
some time at ‘his residence in Ottawa, for the purpose
" of delineating on canvas the features of the radiant
beings who hovered around the atmosphere of their favor-
ite medium.

Mr, Sterr has fortunutely been inspired to execute the
portraits of several of these angelic visitants, and besides
. the remarkable tests of personal identity which- they
afford, their performance is in a style of art not only
superior to anything of this kind which has yet been ex-
. hibited, but they 8o far transcend any of the artist’s former
productions, that there is no doubt his labors were aided
and inspired by the exalted influences that pervaded the
séene where they were executed. DBesides a most excellent
. add refined portrait of Mrs. Chamberlain, her beloved

a.nd loving spirit-guides « Mayflwer,” « Red Jacket,” and
others are exquisitely delineated ; also several family por-
traits of deep interest to Colonel Cushinnn. These pictures
- are painted in oil, and executed with a grace and delicacy

)
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of finish rarely to be found in the works of the most cele-
brated masters. It is impossible to describe in words the
interest inspired by these fascivating pictures. The spell
deepens as ‘the beholder gazes, and none can come away
from their examination without some recognition of the
hlgh and holy source from which their unea.rthly beaut.y ,
is derived. .
Mr. Starr writes as follows : —

You perceive that I have been.domiciled some six weeks or more in
the truly beautiful home of Colonel Cushman, Ottaws, 1ll. This is also
the permanent residence of the medium, Mrs. Annie Lord Chnmberlaln,
who for years has sustained the reputation of being both an excellent
womnan and a very superior medium for physical manifestations.

During the past six weeks, I have attended circles, sometimes daily,
and always two or three times per week, and I claim to have investigated -
eritically and philosophieally, and withal I have the interior or clairvoy-
ant mght, enabling me to investigate from two standpoints. Colonel Cush--
men js a man substantial and practical ; one who seems to value his great
wealth only for the good he cau do with it. He would be the last man
on earth who would suffer himself or permlt others to be deeelved.
These circles are not held for money, nor the gratification of idle curi-
osity. Strangers are occasionally admitted through courtesy.

The circle room is dark, containing an oval extension table, arcand
which git the family, consisting of Mr. and Mrs. Cushman, four children,
a lady visitor who attends to have her eyes manipulated by spirit hands,
the medium, and myself all bands are joined, including the medium’s.
Soon as the mediam is entranced, the violinist playing ontslde, the concert
commences, several instruments being played upon at the same time, all
of which have been detailed many times in the Banner of Lighe. The
epirits stand before us, bodily, tangibly, and apparently with as solid flesh
and bones as your own. They bandle you, wet your hair with water,
smooth it with tenderness, speak to yow in audible ~voices, imprint the
kiss upon your lips, write communications with their spirit hands, dotting
the s, crossing the ¢'s, following the lines, undemoormg sympathetic
words, and all this ip perfuct darkness. They also sing beautifully. . Al
the above and-much more I witnessed while my hand was in contact with
the medium’s, and Mrs. Cushman holding the other. I never heard the
little instrument called' the French harp 8o sweetly played as by a little
sprightly spirit calling herself Mayflower. After painting the portrait
of this beautiful spirit, some visitors remarking upon the beauty of the

. % .
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hair, I expressed a wish to possess aJdck -of the same. There was o
moro said of it at the time. In fact, it was quité forgotten,.till the even- .
. ing of the 5th of July. )
To one acquainted with the medium, it’ eould be clearly seen that some-
thing uousual was to occur that evening, for she had been kept in a con-
dition of entrancement nearly all day, and seemed more feeble in health’
than usual,
The circle convened at the vsual time, ten present, every one of whom
I knew. After some audiblé conversation with oue of the spirits relative
to tuning the guitar, they commenced playing a waltz, when suddenly
there appeared an illumined hand, presently ariother, and another, nntil
several were’ produced, when, they commenced going’through the mazes
of the wallz, qulck almpat a8 lightning. A hiand and an arm would be
projected from the medium about five and six feet, when it would seem
to break near the middle, the ends collapsing each way. I could well
anderstand why, if a dark lantern were sprung at this stage, it would’
"geem to be the medium’s band and arm; also how blacking upon the in-
straments would leave an effact upon the medium, for in all cases the
manifestational elements seem to come from the medium as & focus or
centre of force. |
After the waltz, two hands were lald on my bead, exhibiting great
gtrength and power, which were passed down my neck and _shoulders
with a ‘force I shall not soon forget. Then there was put into my pocket
what seemed to be a paper. The circle closed, and opening the paper,
it proved to be & communication written by a spirit hand and onclosing
the much-coveted lock of hair, which the spirit declares was takem from
her head, and with a spiritual chemistry materialized for my benefit. I
have examined it carefully through s microscope. It resembles human
hair, only is more fine and silky. Colonel Cushman also received a lock of
" hair at the-same time, accompanied with a communication fron ‘a former
wife. She declared that the glistening bajr belonged to her ; and the
communication was a fac-simile of her handwriting while on earth.”

. Besides the -numerous plmses of power which we have
already noticed asdccurring in Mrs. ChainBerlain’s medi-
umship, the specialties which have dmtmgmshed her -
aboVe her compeers have been the exquisite character of
the mausic, the tangibility of the spirit voices and forms,
" and the sponta.nelty with which tare bouquets of freshly

gathered flowers have been produced in her presence.
" These phenomena, combined with the exceeding fragility
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of the petite instrument through which they are evolved,
render this lady’s case one which calls for peculiar notlce
and circumstantiality of detail. : é

In regard to the music performed in her presence, it is
of the most recherché as well as varied kind. The piano-"
forte, guiter, bells, harmonicon, drums, and ‘several other
instruments have been used, but the sweetest perform-
ances are given on thé guitar "and harmonicon. At a
circle held under carefully guarded conditions, the writer
(herself a musician) hea,rd the invisibles execute several
pieces on both these mstruments in magnificent and
masterly style.

The imitations of military musxc, ‘s fire alarm,. the
tolling of bells, the prolonged soslemdo of a chuw
organ, together with a great vanety of grave andsgay
music played in rapid alternation in the dark, and on the
strings of a simple guitar, was as marvelous to the listener
as it has been fo scores of others less instructed in the
limited capacity of that instrument.

Still more astonishing was the execution of several airs
- with elaborate variations, given with ravishing sweetness
- and expression, on the petty toy dignified by the pame
of an harmonicon, but indreality & childish instrument '
which. in mortal hands is only susceptible of producing
s few tones of the humblest kmd, and most limited range. -

The singing and whistling of airs, the imitation of
birds, and the performance, on the poorest instruments,
of the most forid and difficult variations, are feats in
which Mrs. Chamberlain’s musical band have indeed
manifested their super-excellent powers.

To add to the charm of these musical’ marvels, it has
not unfrequently happened that the spirit lights accom-
panying the performers have lgeen bright enough to
énable a whole room full of persons to see the haunds,
large and small, engaged in manipulating the mstm-
ments.
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A pile of’ correspondence, both pnnted and in- MSS is .
now upon the author’s desk, offering the testimony of
hundreds of respectable witnesses to these and still more
astounding facts. From these testimonials, however,
our space will only allow us to make & few more bnef
notices.

A lady long end mtmmtely assocmted with Mrs, Cha.m-
berlain, writing to the euthor says: —

“ We have heard voices speaking to us in the famllmr
tones of long remembered friends. = -

« At night, when Mrs. Chamberlain and myself' occupled
- the same bed, two spirits would ofien converse with us in
" audible tones at the same time. They frequently ad-

dressed us in the daytime, giving: us wise directions,

prescriptions for thg sick, information concerning absent

friends, and predictions for the future, on'all of which we

could invariably rely:

“During our éircles, they would frequently sing to us

" the songs of our childhood, and on more than one oo
casion they have written their names and messages on
the ceiling, high above the reach of any mortal present.”

HK Wa.shburn, of Middleboro, Mass., wntmg to the -

Spiritual papers in 1866, says : —

‘

. Several of our spirit friends gave their names, and spoke quite long
sentemrces, in an audible voice, through the trumpet.

My mother, whoe voice I batt not heard for more than three years, -
spoke long ‘sentences with the same tones and accents ‘that belonged to
her while living in & body of flesh, Warm hauds were put about our
heads . aud” shoulders. One. spirit friend, after talking through' the
" trumpet, played whole tunes upon the piano, sevetal parts at once. She

w s relation of ovr family, and used to play upon that instrument be-

ghe left the earth sphere. Another friend, to identify herself;
: annp‘pgd her thumb and finger all around the circle.

As regards the production of flowers' so often men-
tioned -in  connection with Annie -Lord Chamberlsin's
medlumshlp, we need only detail one or two striking

- incidents in illustration of the rest.
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‘Mrs. Chamberlain was residing at Roxbury with her
friends, when, during a cold, snowy night in March, 1868,
a circle was convened, consisting of the medium, her:
hostess, Mrs. Foster of Chelsea, Mes. Eldridge of Lexing- :
ton, and Messrs. H. G. Wilson - and Frank Goring of
Boston, oo

During the progress of the circle, the voice of a spirit
recognized as “ Belle Wide-Awake,” cried, “ Open the win-
dow, quick !” The request was complied with, when
instantly a magnificent bouquet was brought in by
invisible hands, and laid in the lap of the lady of the
house. .

This manifestation was given in the presenee of several
witnesses. It was repeated the same night in' the follow-
ing manner. Mrs. Chamberlain says: — -

“We retired to bed between ten and eleven, in the
second story chamber, and our conversation naturally '
turned on the beautiful floral gift we had received from
the spirits. Presently we heard the voice of ¢ Belle Wide-
Aweke’ crying, ¢ Get up quickly! open the ‘window !’

“Both Mrs. C snd myself were invalids, and as I
waa but just slowly recovering from a severe illness, I felt
unahle to obey the command. Mrs. C—— was also too
unwell to comply, but the spirit solved our difficulty by
adding, ¢ Call Mrs. Foster, a lady who slept in the adjoin-
ing room, and who immediately..came at our summons.
Mrs. C—— and I joined hands, Mrs. Foster opiened the
wmdow, when immediately a lovely bouquet. ca.me wlnz-
zing past us, and dropped in Mrs. C ’s arms.” :

On & subsequent ‘occasion, and in the presence of a_
large circle of persons, a number of small and elegantly
arranged bouquets- were brought through the second
story window, opened by request of the spirits, and dis-
tributed to different members of the circle. -At this time, -
snow  was on the ground, and some of the gentlemen -
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present carefully examined the house, espeemlly the
vicinity of -the window, but as me. traces of footprints
could be found, nor the slightest disturbance of the newly
fallen snow, no shadow of doubt was left for .carping
skepticism to question the source of the demonstrations.
The crowning effect of this beautiful series of manifesta-
tions was produced when the loving and grateful spirits

. who acted through Mrs. Chamberlain's willing medium--

ship, placed upon her head-a gorgeously beautiful wreath
of natural flowers; the texture of which has been carefully
preserved by art, and is now, together with the bouquet
first received, occasionally exhibited to some of Mrs.
Chamberlain’s privileged acquaintances.

The circumstances attending the reception of the
wreath were as follows: Mrs. Chamiberlain and her friend
Mrs. C—— hind retired for the night, in the month of
April, 1868, when about eleven o’clock they were both
called by name, and desired to open the window-blinds

" and take their stand on eithér side. This they did,

when immediately a wreath, composed of thé rarest and
freshest of. newly gathéred flowers, was placed tastefully
on Mrs. Chamberlain's head.

One of the chief difficulties which attends the narra-
tion of these wonderful and extra-mundane experiences,
is the fuct that they have occurred during the last few

* years in the circles convened in the privacy of the home,

or the ordinary routine of domestic life; both conditions

. mecessarily involving tests, incidents, and communications

of too personal a character to belong to the public. Thus
many far more remarkable phenomena than those above

. relatez dre necessarily withheld.

' At bne time a pearl ring of considerable value was
presented by a spirit to an earthly friend; and its price
“actually paid. A memento gold ring was procured for
another beloved one on earth bya spmt, through a series
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of most remarkable circumstances; and- several other ar-

ticles of jewelry were obtained and distributed by spirits, 4

in modes as strange and ingenious as they have -hitherto
been - unprecedented in human experience. We shall
conclude tliis sketch of the most interesting and highly
gifted of our ‘modern, sibyls by a few extracts from the
home diary kept during Mrs. Chamberlain’s stay at the
house of Colonel and Mrs, Cushm&n at Ottawa, Il

November 13, 1866.— The manifestations at our falmly eu'ele this
evening were pleasant and powerful.

Mayﬂower played  Departed Days”” on her pet instrument, the har-
monicon, and a3 usual she addressed sach one by name, giving many sweet
words in her graceful, sunny way. . . .

Several airs were beautifully whistled by a spirit; amongst others, that
very difficult piece « The Mocking Bird” with variations,

Novewmber 26.— . . . Mra. Church, a lady not heretofore acquainted
with the Spiritnal theory, was fully made to realize the pregence of her
companion. who had passed into spirit life some years before. Warm
kisses were pressed ppon her brow, while an arm was thrown with pro-
tecting love around ker. After the circle closed, and the ges was lighted,
these words were found written :-—

- ¢ Good night. Your busband,
. Hasxox.”

Harmon was indeed the name of Mrs. Chnreh’a husband, though air-
kuown to any one present but herself.

November 27.— . . . . Mabel, our little girl, eight years old, was .

- taken from her chair by the epirit Red Jacket, placed on her faet, and pat
on the table. The child did notevinée the slightest fear ; on the contrary,
expressed her pleasure by laughing duriog the operation. Qur daughter
Sueie; fourteen yesars of age, sitting outside the cirele, remarked, I should

like to have a apirit 1ift me.” The words had scarcely passed her lips -

when she felt an arm thrown round her waist, and she was gently lifled:

over the heads of the circle; and placed upon the tahle by her smm-’ ’

side.

"Xt is not unusual for Mrs, Chamberlain to be lifted, chair and all, and
put upon the table, but it nurpnud us not a little to have the children
lifted so easlly

- The piano was played by an acquaintance in spirit life, and we could
distinctly ses the hands as they pressed the keyboard.
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* A strange spmt made his advent in our mlést, this-evening, amnounc-
ing himself as “the ngh]and Piper ” and playing a° Seotnh air familiar
to & musician present from * the land of Burns ” .

Volumes might be added, full of incidents sweet and
graceful, in their tokens of love and Kkindness, and famil-
iar enough when performed through the ‘agency of mor-
" tal bemgs like ourselves; but. when we reflect that such

evidenoes of an ever-lwmg presence come from those
the world calls déad, and testify of powers, forces, scien-
tific know]edge, and chemical combinations unknown to
‘mortals, and all new and unprecedented in mortal expe-
rience, then our interest is turned into astonishment, and
our regard for the instrument of such performances deep- -
ened by reverential awe at the mysterious power mvolved
in their production.

When in addition to all this, we take into consideration
the patience, forbearance, and ﬁdellty of the human in-
strument through whom this tale -of magic and marvel
has been evolved, our aim,in its transeription, and the
amount of space we have allotted to this biography, will
be fully understood and appreciated.

The subject of this sketch still dwells amongst us.
Her gifts continue, and though they are at present lees
frequently and less publicly called into action, her warmth

_of heart and beneficent nature are expressed in a life
of kindness, helpfulness, and activity toa large circle of
loving friends wherever she goes ; hence the world loses
nothing by the | “chiange of direction which her energies
have taken. Besides, the end is mot yet. - One thing
is ceptain; as long as Annie- Lord Chamberlain. is per-
mitted to stay with. us, herfuture, like her present and

- past, must be one of usefulness and blessing to her fellow-
creatures,and whenever her.work is done, and she gains
. the shores of the hereafter, for which she has been labor-
ing, the fragrant memories implanted in many a loving
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and grateful heart will fill the sails of her boat, and help
to waft her enfranchised spirit across the “beautiful
river,” whilst many a professing saint, and all-who have ™
ever traduced, , persecuted, or unwittingly placed a thorn
in her path, may envy the glad anthem of acclamation
which will welcome home this true and faithful spirit
to ‘the land of eternal love, light, and compensation.






LINES ON A SKELETON.

Some sixty years ago, the following poem appeared in
the London Morning Chronicle. Every effort was vainly
made to discover the author, even to the offering of a
reward of fifty gumeas. All that ever tramspired was,
that the poem, written in a fair, clerkly hand, was found
near a skeleton. of rema.rka.ble symmetry of form in the
rauseum of the Royal College of Surgeons, Lincoln's Inn,
London, and that the curafor of the museum sent them
to the Morning Chronicle : —

Behold this ruin! 'twas a skall,

Once, of ethereal spirit fulk:

This narrow cell was life’s retreat,
~ This space was Thought’s mysterious seat.

What beauteous visjons filled this spot!

What 8 of pleasure, long forgot !
Nor hopé; nor joy, ner love, nor fear,
Have left one trace of record here.

Beneath this mouldering canopy

Once shone the b}igh@ and basy eye ;

But start not at the dismal void :

If social love that eye employed, -

If with no lawloess fire it gleamed,

But through the dews of kindngst beamed,
That eye shall be forever bright

When stars and sun are sunk in night.

‘Witbin this hollow cavern hung
The veady, swift, and taneful tongae.
If falsehood's honey it disdained,
And, when it could not praise, was chained ;
If bold in virtue's cause it spoke,
Yet gentle concord never broke ;
-
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Lines on & Skelcton.

This silent tongue shall plead for thee
When time uveils eternity. °
. ¥
Say, did these fingers delve the mine,
Or with the envied rubies shine ?
To hew the rock, or wear the gem,
Can little now avail to them §
But if the page of truth they sought,
.Or cowfort to the mourner brought,,
These hands a richer meed shall claim
Than all that-wait on wealth or fame.
’ . ] .
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"VISIONS.
CHAPTER VL

Degfinition of Visions. — Spiritual Visions and Humau Olasrvoyance,’

ete., Contrasted. — Somnambulism, Electro-Biology, and Mediumskip. — .
Vision of “ The Homes of the Rick Dead.” — Vision of the Green-

ea Serpent. — The Red Hand. —~ Vision of the Carpet. N

% Away.with weary cares and themes!
Swing wide the moonlit gate of dreams ;
Leave fres once more the land which teems
'With wonders and romancea!
‘Where thou with cleardiscerning eyes
Shalt rightly read the truth which lies
Beneath the quaintly markdd guise
Of wild and wizard fancies.”
WarrTIEs.

Or all the methods by which the world of the o¢eult

and invisible make manifest their watch and ward over
this mundane sphere, none is more mterestmg or more
frequently resorted to than the presentation of visions,
With all peoples, and in the case of every individual
subJect to influence from the spmtua.l side of our being,
visions have been made the means of revealing the future,
conveying instruction in seasons of trial, warning against
impending danger, and prophetically disclosing future
events. It seems as if nature was but one vast system
of hidden harmony, of which forms, colors, sounds, and
perfumes were the several notes! In this view of crea-
tive order, Swedenborg’s doctrine of correspondences is
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" the only clue that man can possess, whereby to mterpret.
- nature and her laws; and thus, through allegorical visions

. or pictorial representations presented to the spirituakeye, -
we correspondentlally read the succession of events, or
the meaning of hidden things.

Certain objects become slgtuﬁcant of certain ideas; a
form, & color, or a sound reveals a whole history, and
_ under the illumination of spiritual sight discloses & world -

f meaning and realms of interior sense, never appre.

hended by the 'dull eyes of mortality. - ‘

In the most limited ‘sense of the term, that is, assuming
.that a vision is a spiritual representation mede by the
inhabitant of & higher world to. the spiritual .eye of a
mortal, 4 vision must be either an objective scene existing -
somewhere in the realms of space, or a psychological
impression produced on the mind by the will of a spiritual
psychologist.

In the more general deﬁmtxon of the phenomenon, we
may include under the generic term of visions a percep-
tion of any scene, object, place, or person which can only
be observed by the spiritual eye. '

Visionary representations are most commonly procured
through the psychological impressions of a disembodied
spirit upon the mind of 'an embodied one, but they may

-‘also be- obJects observed by a seer, when the spiritual eye
is opened in sleep, or the magnetic condition.

" There are four mental states so closely dnalogous to

‘each other that they are constantly confounded, and

though’ each. is productive of the phenomena of visions,

their origin and operation are totally at variance, and they .
will)be found by close analysis to proceed from wholly -
differént mental and physical conditions.

The first, and perhaps the least understood of these
states is - _ .
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SOMNAMBULISM,
In this condition the slumber is far more profound than

" ordinary sleep, yet it differs from that procured by animal

magnetism because, in the latter case, the sleep results
'from the magnétic passes of an operator, whilst in som-
nambulism it is selfinduced, and results from causes
peculiar to the subject’s own temperament or physical
condition. In some respects somnambulism exhibits the
same phenomena a3 that proceeding from the magnetic
sleep, for whilst the external senses are sealed in profound
unconsciousness, the spirit appears to be endowed with
functions and faculties of preternatural exaltation, and to
have entered upon & higher state of being; still it seems
to be independent of its material surroundings, and car-
ries the body along with it es if unaware of its nature.

Somnambulism appears to be a sort of “ trance” state,
and one into which young and mediumistic persons are

liable to full when the magnetic currents of the body are -

disturbed or unduly stimulated. In the mean time it does
not necessarily infer the agency or control of spirits,
ﬁlthough spirits may take advantage of the state when
m operation, to influence its subject.
Somnambulism differs from the true mediumisti or
magnetic trance, in the fact that it does not originate in
the agency of foreign influence, and hence: the somnam-

bulist is not necessarily controlled by another mind, dur- -

ing the continuance of the sleep. The second subdivision
of our subject is
THE PSYCHOLOGICAL STATE,

And this is one in which the will of a strong positive
mind so effectually controls that of  another of a negative
qua.hty, that the senses of the latter are for the time being
held in abeyance, and only take shape and form from the

will of the operator.
® —
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In this-ptate, the-operator’s magnetlsm is projected by
wﬂl upon the subject, -who, without " becoming actually
uriconscious, loses all power of volition, end finds his sensu-
ous perception entirely merged in that of his operator.
A skillful operator can’ in this way compel his subject
- to see, feel, taste, and even thmk whatsoever, he wdls,
,and for the time the mﬂueuce lasts; such & subject is a

- mere piece of mechanism, in which all -the a.ttnbutes of

selfhood are lost, or‘replaced by those of the operator.
The purely psychological state is, in fact, the- entire sub-
jugation of one -mind to the influence of another.

As a wonderful exhibition of mental phenomens, psy-
chological influence, or, as it has been termed, ¢ Electro-
Biology,” is curious and suggestive; but in view of ‘the
temporary imbecility which it produces in the subJect,
and its_ liability to be abused by unprineipled experi-
menters, its exercise (except by way of scientific research)
is equally perniciovs and inexpedient.

We call especial attention to the phenomena of electro-
biology in this connection, however, because it explains

‘rome of the methods by which spirits place visionary .

_ representations.before the eyes of their mediums,

Thus, when the electro-biologist hes, by animal mag-
netism and the projection of his will, obtained full control
over his subject, he has but to desire him to see any
- picture, form, or image his own mind can create, and
instantly that image becomes as palpable to ke eye of
the. subjeet, as-if. it had a really objective exxstence, and
were then present befdre him.

7

Let, the reader carry his inference from the sphere of .

"humai to that of spiritual operations, and he will under-
stu.nd how . a spmtual biologist, though unseen, may
¢ impress upon the mind of a human subject such objects
a8 he desirés him to behold, and the subject (unconscious
perhaps of the source of the influence, but realizing its



Modern Spiridualism in America. 465

eﬁ'ects) calls the images presented to his spiritual eye,
“ visions.”

Visions they undoubtedly are, but the word alone is
no explanation of their source, and we may as well expect
that a human being shall exhibit all the phenomena of
electro-biology without the control of a biologist, as that
a spirit medium shall behold “ visions ” without either an
objective source for their appearance, or a spiritual psy-
chologist to project them from his will.

CLAIRVOYANCE. :
‘Clairvoyance is the third state in which visions are pro-
cured, and is either an independent power resident in the
organism of the seer, or & spiritual perception induced by,
the magnetism of another. _Clairvoyance is spiritual sight,
and takes cognizance of the spiritual part of things rather
than of their exterior.nature. As there is neither time
nor space in spiritual existence, 8o there are no obstacles
of either with the clairvoyant, who sees objects a thou-
sand miles, distant as well as those immediately present,
_ and can trace events back in the past and forward in the
future, with the same lucidity es those which are trans-
piring in the passing moment. There are three kinds. of '
clairvoyance. The one may be called mdependent clair-
voyance, and proceeds from an occasional openmg of the
- spiritual eye, in which state the subject perceives the .
spiritual part or “soul of things.” This state is like
somnambulism, normal to some -organisms, and occurs
both in sleep in: the form of dreams, or in waking
- moments, presenting visions of distant persons or .scenes,
prophetical or allegorical pictures, sometimes called sec-
ond sight,” or the interior of things; as in diagnosing dis-
ease, or reading character. The subjects of this interior
sight, or waking somnambulism, can never give any other
description of their condition than that it seems to be an
interior impression produced upon their minds.
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The truth is, in wholly mdependent clmrvoyance 11; isa
temporary subjugation of the outer sense of vision, and"
an awakening of the inner or spmtunl sight, and the
objects or scenes beheld depend for their nature on some
peculiar links of association which attract the spmtua.l .
sight in that direction.

The second phase of clear mght is-that induced by

. animal magnetism. In .this state the body is-put to
sleep, and the ‘spirit is liberated into complete wakeful- -
ness, when its percep't,ions become like independent clair-
voyance, superior to all the obstacles mterposed by time,
-8pace, or dense matter.

‘An independent; clairvoyant ean sometxmes induce the
magnetic state by will and a condition of passivity, and
the results of this selfmagnetizing process are often higher
and more luminous than those procured through mesmer-
ism, the spiritual pérception of such subjects being free
froni the influence of a magnetizer, and less likely -to be
colored by his will, or limited by his knowledge.

The last of these condmons which we shall notice is

-

.SPIRITUAL MEDIUMSHIP.

_ This state is to some extent analagous to all the others
referred to, for the medium, like’ the somnambulist, may
be in a profound sleep as far as external perception is
concerned, yet the spirit can. exhibit evidences of more
lucidity and exaltation than in any‘condition of exterior
weakefulness. In the “trance,” induced by & spiritual
magnetizer, the medium beholds the pest, present, or
future, - takes cognizance of distant scenes on earth, or
soars pwway into the realms of a still higher existence. gt
is dodbtless this state whichis.so often reforred to as being
“in the spirit,” by the prophets of Israel, and in which the -
‘most vivid .representations are beheld of spirits and spmt-
ual existence'; it is one also in which guardian spirita

L4

o
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most commonly present. allegorical’ plotures, and those
significant- modes of instruction which are called “ visions,"

There are conditions, however, in which mediums mdy
. be perfectly awake to the external world, yet become
so impressed by invisible psychologists, that they may
hear, taste, feelpand even act out the will of spirits, as
well as see such images as they desire to impréss .on
the subjects’ minds.. Also a spiritual magnetizer mey 8o
operate upon his subject as to enable him to examine and
prescribe for diseases, and exhibit all the powers of clair-
voyance procured by mesigeric passes or independent
clairvoyance. _

The human side of this qugption is defined in the three
states called somnambulisif, electro-biology, and inde-
pendent clairvoyance, or that procured by animal magnet-
ism. Each of these conditions opens the spiritual eye,
and more or less closes up the avenues of natural or ma-
terial. sight, without the aid of a foreign spirit. Each
enables the seer to behold the spiritusl part of things, but -
the objects, persons, or scenes observed are generally
limited to the sphere of earth, and originate in earthly
causes. On the contrary, the psychological and magnetic
conditions which distinguish the spirit medium, though"
they often include all -the above cited phenomena., traf-
scend-its limits, and carry the clairvoyant vision into the
realm of spiritual existences. Thus, the powers of the
medium being unfolded by the influence of spirits, per-
ception sweeps through wider and grander vitas, and the
images presented to view, whether merely psychologicsl

- representations, or objective realities of spirit lifé, may
with peculiar significance be denominated  visions.”

We shall now g'tve a few illustrations of the various -
modes in which visions are presented to the eye of the
seer. The first of these are allegorical scenes, or pictorial
representatxons projected psychologlca.lly from the mind
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‘of a guardian spirit, and designagpto symbolize: some -
spiritual idea, which derives additional force from the
significance of the i imagery.

Such were the visions presented to the Jewish prophets,
on whose eyes the strange and mystic images they beheld
doubitless, appeared with an interpretive meaning, that the
mists of eightéen centuries have obscured beyond our
comprehension.

Such was the gorgeous symbohsm of the mysterious
Apocalypse,'and such, with a ‘change of character and

" imagery wisely a.dapted to the mentality of a different age, -
may be considered an immense mass of the visionary
symbolism arrayed before the eyes of modern seers.
Most commonly the interpretation accompanies the vision,
and wonderfully wise and ingenious appear the correspond-
ences involved in these mystic and emblematical pictures,

The following striking vision was given to the author
under circumstances which will be best understood by
quoting the narrative, as it was published in several of the
Spiritual journals.

‘ A VISION, * .
PRESENTRD TO, AND RECORDED BY, EMMA HARDINGE.

.+ Ir was sunset on Lake Ontario : I lay on a couch to which iudispo-

gition hnd confined me for several hours, watching dreamily the fitful,

. changing hues of the sky, and tbe gorgeous reflection of its gold avd

purple glorics on the tossing waters of the shining lake. .Painter's
tanvas never .yet displayed the wealth of coloring that the artist sun
then cast’like a Wantle over the enchanting sceme. Each moment
changing ita glorious pageantry, it seemed ns if the the dymg day called
up {%Mtha world of infinite idens. this phanmmagona of beauty, to

teach/me the loveliness of death, when natare reigns supreme, and the-

-strong, the good, and beautiful are passing swey. Passing away! yes,

- though the scene I looked upon was moupn, life, in ita fairest garb of

Joveliness, 'twas life going out; the lamp of day-soon to be quenched in

* the solemn mystery of darkness, and that day's death.

Suddenly my wandering thoughts were fixed on one, whom for years )
I'bad not seen or scarcely thonght upon. He was a man whom no de-
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ecription can fully represent to {he inhabitants of this western contivent ;
for he was of a class unknown in American experiences,-—a peer of
the British realms; the elder brother of & wealthy, noble, and far-de-
. scended house, and a marked actor in that pecaliar drama whtqh is
only played amongst the members of the British aristocracy.

You cannot follow, me, my American friends, wera I to attempt for you

a description of the stately earl and his peculiar sphere of action ;
happy for you, you cannot ; for the sum of all is' told when I tmna'late '
his life in this: his birth, position, the law of primogeniture, and other
specialties hed manufactured a fich nobleman and a capacions mind
.into a bad man, notorious for hib enormous gallantries in public lite,
and bis equally enormous tyranny in private life. This man hed lived
for self, and used time, talents, wealth, and station for no ther purpose
than the gratification of eelf and éelfish passions. .

1 presume he had never committed any act that conld bnng upon him .
the penalty of the law; but in Great Britain our courts of honor,
chastity, and equity exist only.in public opinion; and this pronounces
verdict against the poor, never the rich; otherwise this great earl would
acarcely have escaped a felon’s fate.

In-my youth I had known this man. I had often read Shakespeare
to him, sang. and played for him ; and, despite some awe with which
his singularly stately preseuce inspired me, I returned his regard for .
me with perhaps more of inlerest than the young and innocent gen.
erilly yielded to him. My full understanding of his character was the
revelation of afier years. Since I have been in Americs, the journals
of home have brought the intelligence of the great man’s travsit into
“the land of rest.” :

I had become a heliever in Spiritualism nbont & year; and.then, as
often since, had wondered why that spirit never sought communion with
the girl who remembered him kindly, and with whom the dark shadows
of wrong had never been associated. Still he came not. Sometimes I
wondered whether © the great gulf” of Scripture was not a truth, and
the rich, bad man could not cross it.

This night my mind was full of him ; and the spirit earl was ths Iast
normat thonght I can recall, ere I entered that strange, dreamlike state,
beflling all description, which we so vaguely call the “trance.” .

I passed through what seemed many spheres of mist and gloom. They
occupied much space, but gave'me no other idea but that of traversing
vast distances. At length I stood in a city of buildings, connected-with
each other, which seemed to be the destination to which my spirit's flight
had been. tendlng ’

The experiences of the spmt can never be fully trenslated into hnman
speechi ; beoce I cannot attempt to describe, in the language of matter,
the inconceivable spaces through which I seemed to travel, nor the
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splendor with .v_vhic.h I was'surrounded. Eye bath not seen, nor heart

‘conceived of the beauty outwrought by the spirit, or. of distancest where

infinity offers no horizon ; but the character of the buildings I traversed
T can at least describe. i

They-consisted of chambers, galleries, stau'eases, balls, and cortidors ;
furnished with all the gorgeous magnificence of Oriental luxury. -

Three points in my journey, howsver,’ were most remarkable. The
first was the dmazing and palpable darkness that filled these palaces
revenling cléarly évery color and shape, yet thick with an atmosphere
of such dense blackness that I could taste it, suffocate in it, almost cut
it; 'twas awful, overwhe\mlng, stifling. *Twas dnrkness vls'ble, night
incarnate.

The next poiht of interest was thé total absence . of mhabxlants not

“a living tlung was visible; and though in process of my wandermgs | 5

seemed 10 traverse worlds, and fo have occupied ages since my entrance,

. 80 deathlike was the stillness, go terrible the awful -quiet, that I folt as -

if an eternity of pain would be cheaply purchased by the sight of even
an insect or a reptile; but the crowning fact of my strange experience
was the efféct of the scene on my own spirits. At first I was affected
by a profound melancholy; but as I proceeded, this deepened into a
despair so hopeless that memory and even the sense of pain at last fled.
At certnin stages of my pilgrimage the gloom and solitude produced in
my mind the most agonizing longing for light, air, and companionship ;
but even the emergy to frame a. wish at length abandoned me, and
though sensible of s dim possibility, by powerful exercise of will, of
summoning gid to my side, I lost at last the faculty even of suffering,
and wandered on, seemingly for years, centuries, ages, a living annihila-
tion, an incarnation of hopeless woe.

, God, angels, life, worlds; 4ll were/nothing to me: I was in eternity
and endless death !,

The mort distinet meniory I can now retain was a vagune wonder as

“to whether I wns thus suffering for expintion of my own sins, or learn.

ing by horrible experience the condition of others.
1-think that the -amount of energy expended even in this eﬁ'ort at

- reflection opened up'a gew phase in my dreadful pilgrimage, for it was

intonajions seemed- wafted froin the immeasurable distance of some -

angw:?d by the tones ‘of & sweet, bell-like voice, whose'low but clear
world. It snid,- “ You are mow in the spirit homes of earth’s

far-of

_rich dend, Emma; berg diell the Dives of earth, whom men say,

die so very rich; here they live in the' splendors they loved, the
wa.ulth they ‘adared, and surrounded by the idols they made and wor-

shipped. .
4 Your sufferings, Emma, are theirs in the realization of the life for
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which. they sold themselves ; and now you may judge the ‘value of the
coin for which the cold-hearted and selfish rich man sells kis soul.

“ How like you the exchange ? "

. Ishuddered and wept bitterly for the insane rich of earth. «Where

are they ?* I murmured. .

% Everywhere,”’ rg'phed the vaice. . *¢ Myriads move aronnd you, and
wander and feel as you do, but nove see the others, or you; it is the
condition of entrance to the spheres of self-love, that tlie eye shall be-
hold paught but self, realize no other existence. They toiled in earth
life to attain this state; here they resp the harvest they have sown.”

% But this darkness, Icriéd; *<Q, for the light, for but ope ray of the
blessed sunlight| Why cannot the sun of heaven penetraw these awful
abodes ?*

‘“ And so it does, child. Here, s everywhereelse, is heaven, and
light, and un ; but where are the eyes that. can behold it ? If heaven ba
not. within us, in vain we seck it‘elsewhere. Jf our eyes are forever
tarned in upon self, they are blind to all besides. From the soul’s dentre
goes forth the true light or darkness of the land of souls.”

“QO that I could see bnt one of the inbabitants of this doleful regxon,
I thought, and with the wish came its instant grauﬁeahon, for, raising
my eyes, 1 beheld the form of a living being approaching me. At firat,
the delight of seeing a thing of life again, imptled me to rush toward i,
bat the singularity of the figure, and its evident incapacity to perceive
me, arrested my steps, aud I stood watching with curious interest my
- new companion. The figure was that of a very, very old man; indeed,
to judge by his wrinkled face and withered aspect, he might have been
the sole surviving wreok of centuries. ' -

His beight conld not have exceeded that of a child of four years, and
the garments that hung in threadbare folds around his shrunken form,
were a world too wide for the poor anatomy they covered, and yet I koew
this pitiful little figure bore the evidence of decrease rather than natural
deformity, and that his present childish dimensions had come from the
shrinking of a once mighty form of manhood.

Yes, I kuew this; not only from the revealment of his past, ‘which
each spirit bears about, engraved on the unmesked soul, but because I °
*could trace in those withered festures, and that dimimished shape, the
wreck of the once proud, stately earl, whom in"former days I had
looked upon as the beau ideal of aristocratic manhood 't

0, bow terrible it was to behold him thas ! His fuace wore an expres-
sion of unatterable grief, but withal a Jook of mild resignation and hope-
lese regret, that pierced my very soul. Slowly and feebly he passed om -
without regarding me, but as ke neared me, and ere he finally disap-
peared, I heard him sigh. -O, Heaven! how he sighed, snd what a

< <
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world of bitter memones. useless regrets, and wastmg sorrow came
sobbing on the.air, lades with the sigh of that suffering son] !
" Ab, me! It was indeed the breath of & wailing epirit; the gnashing
of teeth; and “ outer darkness.’’ |

With his departure, even the interminable solitudes of his-home
seemed more tolerable; but agam I heard the sweet cadence - of my
invisible angel’s voice chimiog in my ear ) —

. % Yes, Emma, it i he, even- “Lord . You wonder at the strange
trausfiguration which death has wrought on the splendid- peer; but ask
yourself the size of his soul when its eartbly mask was rent off, and his
spirit appesred with its one grain of ldeshty, and ‘that, ali self. Emma,
yon pigmy has grown' by suﬂ‘ermg since his bntrancp here, from an al-
most invisible ‘'monad to the size you just beheld. Yes, Emma, self

_was all that existed in the.great man’s soul, and self is but ove spark in
the divine unity of illimitable fires that must all burn in perfection and
harmony, ere the central sun of soul is fully unfolded.

< Until then, true life does not even begin. Judge then of the size of

yon embryotic spirit, when first it shook off ‘the clods of earth to stand
revealed, not for name, lmeage, wealth, dr station, but Jjuat for fts wonh,
no more.”

# Alag 1" I eried, ©teach us, angelic’ guide, though suffering be the
road, and blood and tears the baptism, teach us how to live so that at
last we may ¢ast off our earthly burdens, and enter upon our spiritual

, inheritance, full-grown spirits, men and women souls.”
“ Flurd is the path of riches, strong-the pleadings of self, ruinous the
" crushing weight of uncurbed passion,” replied my guide. “ Thess with
the sophistic lull of custom, and ovetweening devotion to the things of
earth that minister only to earthly loves, have dwarfed many such souls
as his, and shrunk up the blossoms of genius and intellect, until these
doleful spheres ave thick with worlds of people of whom yon mun is a
type.”
. ¢ Their desuny 1 mnrmured. “0 send -me not away comfortless.”
¢ Despair, remorse, regret; then penitence, submission, such deep -
humility as shone apon that old man's piteous face are theirs. Then
becoming ‘ohce again & little children, the mormng of & new life shall
dawn for them, and glorious will be the evening that shall close their day

of labok and see them as they should be, filll-grown spirits, and heirs of . ’

. nth«- eveylasting kmvdom, where earth with itg baser nature never enters.”
The pale-moon was full and higb, sod thd ¥ault of heaven thick with
world flowers, when [ again, wuh natural vision, loocked on t.he face of
rth.
Perbaps, after % solemn a lesson as that of the past hour, the action
may appear grotesquo and unworthy, but it was nevertheless irresistible,
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and consisted in apringing from my couch, opening my porte-monnale and

(though its contents would never, I think, in its moest plethoric condition

prove a temptation to any one) pouring thewn upon the flogs, trampling -

_ them beneath my feet, and crying aloud to the mighty power in whose
hands poor, tempted souls are passion-tossed, or *‘stayed in perfect
_peace,’”’ to “legd me not into temptation,” and deliver me from the evil
of my own soul.

For many and many a day afher this, I esteemed my poverty a privi-
lege; it was long before I could dare to speculate even with necessary
foresight upon any arrangements that required me to calculate upon the
possession of money ; dreadful, awful, tyrannical, soul-corrupting money.

" Though I believe I shall never, in this respect, be tempted beyond the
need of the bare day’s provision, yet still do I remember. my vision of
warning with an awe that forever comments on the fatal truth, “ How
hardly shall & rich man enter the kingdom of heaven 1” ’

I do not love to think or speak of-this vision ;, my soul ia pained to be
assured of its truth ; to know that about me ave the dreadful “homes of
the selfish rich ;** that in the invisible world of which earth, sky, suns,
sad eystems are full, are eternally pacing the unresting feet of the

solitary worshippers of self, in their hideous loneliness, t.helr frightful -

penance for gratification of their souls’ idolatries.

At one period of her life, and during many of its most toilsome and
perilous years, the author was constantly instructed, guided, and cheered
by-the presentation of visions whose significance was es striking as the -
one above narrated, but whose immediate application to the passing
events of the time would miake their recital personal and irexpedient.
Amongst those of & more geeral character, the reader may remember .
the vision of the cross-bandled sword geen in Canada, and the prognos-
tics of war foresbadowed in Alabama, both of which are narrated in the
first volume of this work.

Sometimes the visionary revealment assumed the form of & waming 3
thus, when starting on a journey, certain individuals were represented
surrounded by snakes, to signify treachery.” Ligzards, toads, or venomous

reptiles would be seen in an extended hand, or lssuing from the lips. A-
half-masked face would be presented to typify deceit; beautiful garments *
soiled or patched with unsuitable rags, to show inequalities of charaster;
and an almest infinite variety of devices were presented, typncal of mea-
tal qualities in various parties. . .

Exquisite flowers or noisome weeds, luxpriaut or stunted trees, all
things in nature were worked into representative images, and all carried
with them the most profound and truthful delineation of scenes to be
visited, events and persons to be encountered, and characters to be dealt
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On one occasion the ;mtbor, being prestrate with a violent constitu~

. tional headaclre, was soliciting advice from her spirit friends how to regu-

late ‘her life so as to av?id' such suffering in future. Instaniy a vision
of herself was presented to her eyes, in which she saw her head encir-
cled by, a most gorgeous and radiantly colored snake, whase scaly-folds
were wound around her forehead in the shape of an Orfental turhan.

The head of the snake was upreared, 'and al,iddeixly made a dart with
its forked tongue into the visionary brow ; at the same mdment the seér-
ess renlized one of those agpnizing spasms which had of late accom-
pavied these headaches. : K
- On one part of the snake was engraved in letters of jeweled light the
words, “ Green Tea,” and thus was rebuked theé author’s habit at that
time of indulging in green tea‘to an injurious extent.

Following out the hint thus ingeniously suggested, green tea was from
that time-dispensed with, and the worst form of the spaemodic headaches
ceased. ) . .

At another time the author was about to get out for & long journey in

. the northern part of California, where the route was wild and haunted by

broken tribes of hostile Indians. Many of her friends besonght the lec-
tarer to give up her perilous undertaking, but whilst they were remon-
strating with ber, a vision was presented, representing her own apparition
travelling in'a rude farm wagon, with a.young lad of about eighteen for
a driver, two horses of the rough Mexican type, and & visionary red
hand brandishing a torch aloft in the air, guiding the vehicle.

With this. piece of imagery came the impression that so long as the

' hand was there to guide the way with that lighted torch, no harm could

- burning toreh flittad,

befall her. * S . +

Acting on this belief, the seeress prepared for her journey on the suc-
ceeding day, and when the Fehicle was brought to convey her away, it
was foand thut its appearance, as well as that of the driver and horses,
exactly corresponded with the objecta of the vision.

During the ensuing journey manyseemimy perils threatened -the way,
but ever as the moment of danger approached, the red band flashing its

_ before her eyes, inspiring the most tranquilizing im-

pression of perfect safety. - .

. Towards the close of the second day's travel another vision wus pre-
sented) répresenting s pleasant home, a well furnished apartment, and o .
tall lady, of commanding appearance and striking conutenance, who hed
but recently risen from a sick-bed, coming forward to welcome her vis-

*itor.

There were no children in the apurtment ; only a youth of about fifteen
yoars old, who carried a drum slung round Lis neck, .
" Over the lady’s liead shooe the red hand and blazing torch, but at that

4
. .



Modern Spirdualism in America. 466

moment the torch was turned downwards on the ground, and extin-
guished. As they were approaching the and of their pilgrimage, the au-
thor questioned the driver concerning the housekold of the friends with -
whom she wag to &tay, and to her infinite disappointment found none of
his descriptions tally with the scene of her vision,

On arriving at her place of destination, she was introduced into a rude
log house of one bare room, swarms of half-dressed children crowded
round her, and a petite female figurs, the very. anmhe.ns of the tall lady
of the vision, came forward to receive her.

*  Before she had accepted of a proffared seat, however, 8 gentleman ad-
vanced, who informed her she was to proceed still farther, somé five miles,
to his homs, it having been eonmdered that she could be there better
accommodated.

In another hour she stood within the ehamber of the vision. .

A Tady who bad just risen from a sick-conch, with a tall, commanding
form, came forward to greet her, and the youth she had seen (who after-

wards turned out to be quite a celebrated drummer in that district) stood
by his mother’s side and joined in ber welcome.

Ere she could reelpromte these words -of good oheer, the red hand
flashed in the air, the hlazmg torch wes turned downwards, and quenched
on tbe gronnd, and by this sign the seereas knew that the dear band
that had protected her through her perilous pilgrimage, bad fallled the-
proniize of its apparition, and had now complated its work.

Sometimes a warning of danger was presented by the viafon of g light~_
house, a storm at sea, swords, clouds, weeping or mocking faces. :

Sometimes the entire series of events nbont to. eHgue, or y single pore
tion of them would be shown.,

The .scenery through which she was to pass, the house to which she
was proceeding, the persons she was to meet with, or some peculiar
imagery that revealed their character, sach pictures as thess agcome
panied the author during all her long years of ltmemncy in the cause of
Spiritnalism.

The chief part of these visiona are of a prophehomture occagionally,
however; they are mingled with pictures of inatruction, or such forms ag
disclose the hidden charaoter or motives.of others. ' As an illysirgfion
of the methods by which instruction ia conveyed in these sllegorical pio
tures, we will cite the following, given to & company of Spirituzlists %be
were complaining to the author with much bitternesa of the hrge smanng
of worthless matter, or, as they called it, “ trash,” which was either res
ceived from the spirit world or palmed off ga originating theve, -

Upon this a vision was presented of an immense bheap or caim, which
was made up of colored rags and tatlers, soraps of ribbon, cloth, papan,
pieces of broken glass, china, stones, wood, and old metal ; rusty nails,

¢ *
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tarnished finery, new and old ends of wpet, wool, nnd some few flowers, '
handfuls of leaves, and here and there a plece of sore really rich or use-

* ful material.

+ For some time this vast heap kept growing larger and higher, being
supplied continuglly with contributions from, all sorts, kinds, and condi-
tions 6f persons, who came to cast in their gift or refuse to the heap..

. <Lawyers brought piles of torn papers ; grocers, fishmongers, and every
description of trade threw in a’bit of their prodace, whilst old and young,
¥ich and poor, cast in somethmw characteristio of their special calling, age,
or state.

At length. the mass appeared to have grown so large that it could re-
ceive no more contributions,and then by a process of internal fermentation
it exhaled from every part vast volumes of steam, which for a’while com-

. pletely envaloped‘it. Then there appeared through the rolling clouds of

vapor, multitudes of* little ereatures like fajriés busily engaged at the top

and sides of the heap, trampling it under their tiny feet until its helght
began to diminish. :

Pressed into an indistingaishable pulp, the fairy creatures continued to
trample'down the mass until it became am enormions Hat carpet which
spread out over the whole earth. Then it was apparent that the imprint
of the fairies’ own beautifal forms were being stamped into this carpet,
until from an unsightly, shapeless heap, it became a radiant, many colored,
aud exquisitely wrought tapestry i which every image that the earth
hed ever known was magnificently portrayed. And yet, wonderful to be-
hold, the original shreds and patchtes whieh had contributed to form the
cairn, though now exquisitely tranafigured and combined in marvelous
beauty in the pattern, were still distinguishable for what they bad orig-
inally been. s

It was evident this glorious carpet was to represz.nt the whole earth
and all bumanity updn it, and eo the pieces of irom, brass, and other
rusty scraps of metal were now combined into lovely mosaic work ; even
the broken bits of glass were used up. as glittering gems, anfl tbe old
junk, cordage, hemp, refuse, and shreds of coarsest material were neatly
‘woven together to form the ground work of the tapestry.

‘All whi treasuréd-up ; all was put to finest use, and elaborated into
matchless beauty, dnd this the seeress was instructed to tell her friends
were\the shreds and patohes of life they had so scorned. Piled up into -

, vaag heap representative of-all the various gradations snd classes of hu-'
manity, the cairn reachéd.the heavers. Fermented together in one com-

. mon destiny, the labora of the kind angels transformed the whkole cor-
rupting masy into the splendid mosaic work which forms the floor of a
new earth, and “soars awayinfo & new heaven. In a word, all the waste

' ' -
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trash and rubbish of past ages is thus gathered up and transfigured into
use and beauty in the new dispensation of modern Spiritualism.. :
In conclusion the guardian spirit said : *¢ The fairy laborers are epir-
its. The carpet which shall cover the whole earth with its beauty is
* Spiritnalism, and the destiny of this race is to wéave this divine floor-
ing out of the faults, failings, good, and evil of the present gmaation,
that the next may tread -thereon, and read in its wonderful woof the
meaning, goed, aud use of every atom in creation.”

As the subject under discussion is one of such univer-
sal interest and ‘world-wide experience, we shall resume
its consideration in the ensuing chapter, concluding with
the assurance that those who have been favored with the
unfoldment of this interior sight, consider it to be one of
the most sublime and significant methods of instruction

_that has ever yet been vouchsafed to man from the
Source of all light and tlie Fountain of all wisdom.






AMONGST THE SPIRITS ; OR, SKETCHES OF SPIRITUAL
MEN, WOMEN, SPIRITS, AND THINGS. - .

PART 1V.
BY ASMODEUS. ’ L.x
STILL IN GOTHAM. NN

Ox Sunday morning, in the month, no matter what,
about the year, no consequence when, but in the palmy
days of New York Spiritaalism, that is to say, just when

- the spirits had begun knocking at the doors of the worthy
Knickerbockers, and wakened them up to the conscious-
ness that they had immortal souls; just, I say, as this
singular piece of intelligence had begun to dawn upon
them, and the sai@ Knickerbockers were not a little
astonished at the fact, I stood at the door of Dodworth’s

_ Hell, Broadway, waiting for my newly formed and inter-

" esting acquaintance “ Go-ahead ® to join me, according to
promise made on the previous night, with a view of intro-
ducing me to the Spiritualists’ religious services. Dod-
worth's, the pro Zem. Church of Spiritualism, was then
situated, and is so still (unless it has moved itself away),
within three or four doors of Grace Church, the head-

_quarters of those whose religious faith mey be measured
by the quality of their garments, and the curious fact
that their souls are genera.lly carried ju their side
pockets.

As my friend Go-ahead was then, as ever after, some-
what delinquent on the question of time, in his appoint-
ments, I had an excellent opportunity of judging what

were the external characteristics of those who attended
81
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upon the Chy rch of the Spirit and. the Church of « Gra.ce "
-sometimés jrreverently styled the . valley of dry bones,
and “dry goods.” As the dry goods were on this occasion
undoubtedl in high force, I can pledge my veracity, for
the fagt that neither outenst, beggar, wanderer, vagrant,
nor anyttho' in the shape of a Nazarene, Galilean, or
fisherman mude its way into that highly respectable
fane. Sinners’ there might have been (and to judge by
the number of Corumon Councilmen and city officials
who poured in there, I should think there were not a few),
but Publicans of the old Jewish type,. who really went to
“pray to God, I can fake my oath I saw none. Seribes,
Pharisees, Ln,wyei's, and all and sundry who are supposed to
be great on tithes, pew-rents, and “loud amens,” flocked
in by hundreds, but the-farthest-sighted pair of glasses I
could put on, failed to discover a single satin Kirtle or .
broadcloth coat that covered the faintest semblance of &
% Mary Magdalene ” or a “ man of sorrows,” amongst all
that Chrlstlan throng. After watching aplendid carriages
getting down their democratic oecupants for the space of
- over halfan hour, and daintily attired republicans pjck-
ing their way through throngs of gaping common people
with anything but an air of universal equality; I came to
the conclusion thet it was well for my seedy coat, thread-
bare pents, and, rusty beaver, that Go-ashead had not
invited me to “'come to Jesus” in that splendid repository
of the newest fashions, as my half-Hour’s survey convinced
me that the hlghly genteel and aristocratic sexton, who
swept by me waving. his scented cambricin the air, would
not have put the Lord himself into  seat, unless he-had
Just peen'to Btewart’s to get Him a new mgntluhllst ag’
to the Apostles, in° their ragged fishérmen’s gaberdines!
- heavens and'earth | their elegant successor in the pulpxt
would have_fainted at the sight of them; the pious
.worshippers would have risen to a man and womean,
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vacated the vulgar place, and next day advertised " their.
seats to let; whilst beadle, sexton, and all the other

_respectable officials of the sanctuary would have rushed
off frantically in search of twelve competent'oﬁicers to
incarcerate the twelve vulgar apostolics, in fwelve appro-
priate lock-ups. Yes, on the whole, Fm glad Go-ahead
did not propose to take me to Grace Church in search of
spirits and spiritual gifts "I am quite sure I should have
ended by being tumed out, or, if [ had mentioned my
errand to the minister, by being sent to the house of cor-
rection or a lunatic asylum.

I wish it to be understood, however, that I dld not spend
all my half-hour of tryst in staring at fushionable piety.
I stood at the door of.Dodworth’s, and through that -
entrance, and: up a flight of stairs beyond, went the con-

gregation who, like myself, were in search.of the spirits, -

As to describing or attempting to classify them, I must
beg to be excused; the task would be far beyond my
feeble powers, but where my language fails, that of a
celebrated old Jewish writer supplies the deficiency. Let
my readers therefore picture to themselves the scene of
the parable of the « Marriage Supper.” ‘
Let them locate the guest chamber of the bridegroom
in that part of the visible heavens just above Grace
Church in Broadway, New York. Let them picture to
themselves the congregated legions of immortal souls who
have attained unto the joys of the kingdom, and they . -
will kave a faint embodiinent of the bridegroom. If they .
permit their vision'to follow, as I did, the fashionable, .
purse-proud, and simpering throng who &re trooping into .
Grace Church, they will see not a few of the guests that
were invited, and would not come ; and if they will suffer
their glances to wander three or four doors lower down
the street, they will perceive, filing into Dodworth’s dingy
- portal, and up 'Dodworth’s dingy stairs, the tributaries
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from the highways and byways {and we mlght enumerate
* a good many still more exceptional quarters), whom the .
functionaries of the bndegroom laid violent hands upon,
.and compelled to come in, until the guest-chnmber was
full. .
Fancy all this, my readers, and you ‘have the Church
of the Spirit and the Church of Grage, alias “ Dry bones,”
with both their respectlve congregations; on the parhcu-
lar Sunday morning of which I speak, mapped out in
complete detail before you. o
_ When Go-alread finally made his appeamnce, and mar-
shaled me into the chief sanctuary of the spirits, I found
a congregation of not less than elght hundred people .
assembled.

There were young and old of both ‘sexes, rich and
poor, homiely and handsome ; and the whole crowd was as
patty-colored in -their appearance, as their rank .in the
gocial and'intellectual scale. There were DO pews, slips,
or reserved seats.

A fat alderman nght be seensqueezed in between two

"lean brethren of the peddler type. .A gay damsel of no
very dubious profession was sandwiched between a sweet-
locking Quakeress and a tidy old body from whom I had
bought boot-lnces the-day before, at the street corner.

A group of dashing .young fellows might be seen con-
versing in earnest whispers with two celebrated ectors,
and a plentiful sprinking of lawyers and doctors hobnobbed

" with an equal-number of pretty young girls and queer-
lookmg lads, all well known as mediiing. Bloomers were

there\in all the ‘hideousness of .their hermaphrodnte cos-

rtumes Old ladies, and antique gentlemen once famous
as Methodist class-leaders and Presbyterian elders, swelled
o the . ranks.. Shrewd-looking, quizzical mateuahsts sat
cheek by jowl-with sour-visaged Puritans. The rank and
. file of hard and soft shelled Baptist and other sectarian
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societies ; broad-brimmed Shakers, and collarless Quakers; .

dainty dames from Fifth Avenue, and Oriental looking
moidens from Chatham Street; Californians in all the
" lustre of bullion ornaments, and “ colored pussorfs ? of all
shades between yellow and black; Indian chiefs in semi-
savage costumes, and Turks in t.he garbs of ‘their. native
land; all these, and divers other representations of “ poor
humanity *'in all its variousness, might be seen hetero-
geneously mixed up in this modern cave of Adullam.
There was something touching in contemplating such
a multitude gathered together from the ends of the earth,
and all fraternizing in a common form of worship, and
united beneath the shedow of a divine republicanism®
which acknowledges all people equal in‘the sight of God..
Oune group in thls curious assemblage particularly in-
terested me; and this consisted of about twenty bright-
looking young people, male and female, who formed the
volunteer choir. They were led and accompanied on
the melodeon by a young Enghsh girl, who taught them
and composed their music, and whom I have -often
. since “sat under” as one of the great lights of the Spir-
itus] rostrum. The music performed by this little band
of choristers was of the most mspn'mg and elevated
character I have ever listened to.
_ As before stated, it was composed 'expressly for these
services, and was at once devotional and exciting. With
none of the monotonous drawl of the old. Watts® hymn
style, and still less of the vague, distracting meanderings

of .ritualistic “Te Deums,” these songs of the spirit.

seemed better calculated to lift our thoughts to heaven
in triumph, or subdue our souls with tender pity by their
sympnthetlc sweetness, then anything I-have ever hedrd.
before or since in the shape of “eacred * music.. :

On the occasion of my first visit to « Dodworth 8" I

had the satisfaction of listening to one who had long been-

A

BN
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my beau ideal of mediumistic excellence as a poet, and
this was the Rev. Theophilus Lord Heartless, the gifted

-author of “A Lyric of the "Eastern- Land,” “ An Epic of’

the Western Heavens,” etc., ete.

Hav’e ing anticipated the most unmeasured delight in
hearing the “orator, scholar, and poet” on whose per-
fections. iy imagination. had fondly reveled, my disap-

_pointment was proportionably great when 1 found my

idol employing his time and his hearers’ patience by
pouring out first a diatribe. of laudation on himself and
his own pamcular views of Spiritualism, which he in--

 formed his hearers were the only true and Christlike

«doctrines that were tnutrht ifi the ranks; next, he gave
the committee on.those meetings a sound rating because
they did not engage their present Christlike teucher (to
wit hlmself)a.s their permn.nent pastor ; and finally, he
walked into the character and. doctrines of his intended
successor, who he informed his hearers would lead: them
from the bosom of Christian Spiritualism, of which he, the
said T, L. H,, had been chosén the expounder, by a circle
of apostles and patriarchs resident in the third heavens,
into the depths of materialistic pantheisin, of which his
intended successor was the instrument chosen by a party
of demons, whose peculiar characteristics and place of

residence it is not polite to mention.

In listening to this discouise, so singularly unlike what

" Thad expected to hear from one of that fraternity, whose
' motto is the ¢ Fatherhood of God” and the “Brother-

hood of man,” the thought struck me that perhnps the
praacher had mistaken the place he had got into, and,.
ps hologlzed by the proximity of the Christian edlﬁce )
that tpreared its' stately héad so.near his present ros-
trum, he actually fancied he was addressing the followers
of the meek and lowly Nazarene. Whilst I was whisper-

. ing these misgivings in the ear of my friend Go-ahead,
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one of the committee on the Dodworth Hdll meetings, ..
a gentleman of singularly prepossessing appearance and -
polished manners arose, and emphatically rebuked the
" speaker for perverting the uses of that pla.tform from the
doctrines of Spu'ltuahsm ‘to the acrimonious mdulgence
of his own selfish views, and the expression of his dis-
appointed ambition. Hereupon Mr. Heartless, dssuming
the look of a martyr at the stake, and the tone of a
John Knox pitching into & Mary Stuart, immediately
retorted ; the audience interfered, whilst the gentleman-

like oﬂicial held his own, and insisted that the rostrum
ke helped to sustain should not be thus.desecrated. As
the controversy began to wax warm and assume & char.’
acter as unspiritual as it was to me astonishing, Go-
ahead undertook to explain it in the following very lucid
way.

“T, L Heartless still hangs on to the skirts of Chris-
tianity, you see ; hence the present exhibition of Christian
spirit. Faet is; he wants to be a bishop.: Tries it on in -
different kinds of gospel shops; gravitates to the. spirits
at last. Spirits won't have bishops. Heartless gets
kicked out, flares up, gets mad, and presently he’ll" try
".on the bishop dodge in some other community. Wish he’
may get it, but our folks don’t seem to see it.”

“But, my dear sir,” I replied,  this is not at all what
I expected to find in Spiritualism, I thought Spmtuahst;l
endured no bishops, and that Spiritualists were all full
of brotherly love and kindness.” _

“Then I suppose you also thought Spmtualists.and
Spiritualism were one and the same thing,” replied Go-
ahead. “You’ll find your mmtake, my friend when you've
seen a little more of the cause in Gotham. Look around
you, and consldeﬂhe variety which exists 'in character,
mind, air, purpose, and capacity, stamped upon every face
‘in this heterogeneous assembly. They have all cut loose
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from some church creed, or sectarian a.ut.honty, and they
. think, for the most part of them, that freedom from eccle-
siastical bondage implies license in everything else, and -
total subversion of every other kind of restraint; hence
they all come ambling into Spiritualism, mounted on their
own peculiar little hobbies; and if they cannot succeed
in ha.messmg them to the great car of progress, and
_eompelling every one tb ride under. their leadership, they
either renounce Spiritualism as unworthy of them, or, like
yon preacher, denounce Spiritualists as unworthy of the
cause.” .
- .. “The fact is, ﬁ-:end Go-ahead,” chlmed in a dapper little
medical gentleman who sat close enough behind us to have .
heard our conversation, “our people, and theéir ancestors -
before them, have been for so many centuries accustomed
to the good old'Chtistian method of cramming their opin-
ions down each other’s throats by fire end sword, or
knocking a man down to convince him that God is love,
that we must not expect them fo give up all their Chris-
tian practices with the adoption of their new faith ; but
come, the discussion is ended, the meeting is about to
close; let us hear the young singer’s bright hymn, and
then adjourn with me ‘to Mrs. St L——'s; we are going
to have & circle there this afternoon.”
* Mrs. St. L—, the lady to whose house I was thus
unceremoniously ifivited, was a celebrated clairvoyant and
un excellent physical force and trance speaking medium ;
‘indeed, during many . subsequent years of experience
amongst the spirits, I have rarely seen ome individual so
highly endowed with a great variety of gifts;'as this Iady. .
the dinner-table, to which we were all kindly wel-
comed' by the hospitable hostess, I-found on a small scale
- & not unapt representation of tlie assemblage we had just
left at Dodworth’s. Besides the lady and her family, there
.were several who, like Go-ahead and the doctor, were
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privileged friends and ordinary diners there, and still -
‘others who, like myself, were strangers until mtroduced as
I had been.

The meal was rendered highly attractive by the i inoes-

" sant demonstrations of spmtual presence, which were given
in the shape df loud rappings and frequent movements of
the long, heavy dining-table. As these tokens of invisible
sympa.thy were -produced without any solicitation, and
continued. despite the gastronomic employments to which
we were-devoted, their spontaneity was equaIly refreshmg
and convineing.

Sometimes the well known. mgnal of five knocks caused
the company to pause and call the alphabet, when mes- )
sages of greeting and recognition were spelled out from .
spirits to their friends present, and merry jokes and pleas- )
ant words were exchanged between the visible and invis-
ible worlds with the most perfect. freedom and directness'
of intercourse.

I could not help feeling it was a rare and glonous
privilege to be present at such = scene, and I may truly
. say I never realized in my life a more vivid sense of the
nearness of the two worlds, or the beatityde of communion
with the loved no longer lost, under circumstances whith
rendered deception or mistake as unnecessary as it was
impossible. There was but one cloud which derkened the
horizon of that earthly paradise to my mind, and this was
the awkward fact that my kind hostess was evidently in
& position of dependence 'on her profession for support; .
and yet her bountiful hospitality partook of the character
and abundance of hotel life, without, as far as I could see;
any of its remunerations.

This thought struck me still more nnplea.santly at the
supper-table, to which I was again kindly invited; and
where I only remained for the purposes of silent observa: -
tion. On this occasion some of the dining: brethren with< -
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drew, and their place was- supplled by a still la.rger .
instaljment of dthers, who dropped in for teaand spiritual
mantifestations in such strong numerieal foree, that I was
" fain to conclude a large portion of the Spiritual brother-

hoed were in the habit of rampaging in this fashion on

their -neighbors, and that to be a popular spirit medium
. in Gotham was about equivalent to. keeplng a free hotel
" for the brothers and sisters,

In the evening we all turned out in‘a body to hear one
of the female.apostles of the new gospel a young lady
who, like many. of her compeers, spoke in the trance con-
dition, and’ attracted a very large attendance upon her

ministrations. .

" Most of the Spmtuahst.s of this generation must have
had ‘the pleasure of listening to Mrs. Emma Jay Bullene;
I can only say on this the first opportunity Ienjoyed of
-hearmg her eloguent utterances, I was so profoundly im-
pressed with the wonderful flow of language she employed,

_the beauty of her similes, the'subtlety of her logic, and the
felicity with which her fine discourse was delivered, that
the only marvel to' me was, how any one in that smart,
go-ahead city could ever choose between such a capti-,
vating pleader and the ecclesiastical peddlers who droned
out metaphysical platitudes which neither themselves
. mor their hearers'could understand, in the popular “dry
bones” shops of the day.

Mrs. Bullene concluded her-services by. an. exquisite
. Spiritual song, in which both words and music were im-

.provised on the spot, and both served to fill me with a holy

w‘calm, and sentiments of the most exalted character. At

subsequent times during my stay in New York, I heard,

ra Hatch, Emma Hardinge, Miss Sprague, Charlotte
Tuttle, Harriet Huntley, A. B. Whjtmg, Rosa Amedey, and
many ‘other of the finest. and most popular trance
. speakers in .the ranks. Wlth very few ekceptions, all
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these great lights of the cause have pessed over to the
land whose glories they so eloquently depicted ; but judg-
ing of the effect which their magnificent orations and
resistless oratory” exerted upon myself, I should think they
have. done more to move public opinion and make the
world betterrin their generation, than all the parsons that
have ever sermonized since the days when King Solomon
displayed his superior wisdom and godliness by keeping
three’ hundred wives and seven hundred. concubines.
Some of the Spiritual lecturers of the present day rather
incline, so I am told, to the doctrine of old Solomon, vary-
ing, however, from him in the belief that what is good for
the gander is good for the goose -also. I cannet speak
from actual knowledge of things now. . I am no longer
“ amongst the spirits,” and only judge from the reports
- T read of conventions, speeches, etc, in which I find the

Solomon theory has quite 4n extensive share of Spiritual-
istic advecacy.

At the period of which I write, and from the lips-of
_every speaker I have mentioned, or whom I then heard
preach Spiritualism at Dodworth’s, I can confidently
- affirm, a higher or nobler tone of religion and moralxty
never fell from mortals.

To return to my first Sunda.y evening amongst the

spirits in Gotham. After coming away from Dodworth’s, - -

with my head ringing with the delicious tones of Mrs. '
Emma Jay Bullene’s improvised hymn, I found myself, by -
that force of attraction which seemed to knit up the
Spiritual folks in such pleasant and harmonious little
bands, borne along with my friend Go-ahead and about
half-a-dozen of the Dodworth’s Hall choristers, to another
rendezvous at which the more. musically inclined of the
brethren were in the habit of assembling. The house to
which I was now somehow introduced was in Great Jones
Street, a large and handsome residence, occupied by a rich

o4
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widow lady, the special friend of the young Enghsh gu'l
who léd the choir at Dodworth’s.

Our fair choir mistress was, it seems, an excellent test
medium, and bemg 8 very enthusiastic devotee of the
cause, took delight in giving her services free to ‘all who
sought to commune with their spirit friends,

Charmed with the prospect of closing up the night

_ with a good eircle, I gladly moved with the gay throng,

and on -the strength of Go-ahead’s' .not very flattering
assurance in presenting me, that I was no skeptic, but
on the contrary “would believe anything, and wag per-

o fectly harmless,” I was cordially réceived, and soon found

myself one of & circle of about twenty-one persons, as..
sembled in the splendid parlors of Mrs. W. of Great

- Jones Street. The first act of the evening’s drama was

the performance of some fine music by the .choir mistress
and a club of four gentlemen, who, under the cognomen
of the % Accidentals,” formed, an amateur qua.rtette of
rare excellence.

The character of the music performed on this occasion
was gay'and inspiring enough to convince me there were
some pretty - jally fellows amongst the spirits, and the
showers of loud - raps which emphusized ‘the quaint
melody “Few Days,” sung with immense éuto by the

‘club, gave sufficient testimony that “beyond)the gravé”

was rather a cheerful sort of place.
Amongst- the company present were two press men,
both eminent for the spiteful and ill-natured articles

~ wherewith they fed ‘the public prejudice against Spiritu-

alism, and several members of the theatrichl profession, -
all ¢f whom I found ‘to be more or less tinctured with
belief'in the new heresy. Our medium’s faculty of giving

- tests by striking personations, seeing and describing

spirits, writing messages, and answering mental questions,

. wag Very remarkable, and in some instances rather more
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graphic than was agreeable to. the sitters : for example,
a spirit, purporting to be an intimate friend of a-cele:
brated vocalist present, professed himself greatly puzzled
- to account for the fact that his said friend’s hair had-
turned black since the day when they parted on earth, '
on which occasién he declared he could have sworn it was

a “fine French gray.” The actor joined good-humoredly
' 'm the laugh -against himself, but begged to i inquire of the
spirit how the inhabitants of the summer land managed
to preserve their Jjuvenile appearance without the use of
hairdye. The spirit replied that in his country, spirits
were often known to turn from-black to white, but he
had never yet heard of a case where they turned from
white to black, and as to dymg that was an institution
which no rational spirit believed in. .

Another spirit betrayed the awkward fact that & very
elaborate and admirably arranged head of heir, worn by
a certain member of the company, had once graced his,
the spirit’s, own head, and when pressed to explain him-
self, he avowed that he had owed the gentleman a sum
of money, and being.unable to pay it, he had cut off his
own shining locks and turned up his debt in the shape of
a wig. This circumstance was also acknowledged as a’
good test by the somewhat mortified owner of the wig.

One of the press gentlemen being appealed to, and
solicited to acknowledge some tests offered by a commu-
-nicating spirit, that knight of the quill instantly declared .
he did not believe in such stuff; hereupon the medium
immediately became influenced to act out a pantomimic
representation of a shrewish vizen and & henpecked man.
The characters of each were sustained with the .greatest
spirit; and .sentences- were spoken, and recriminative
charges bandied between the two impersonations, until
the scornful skeptic turned pale, and moved uneasily in
his seat. At length, as if unable longer to endure the
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goad 'under whlch be was suﬂ'ermg, he abruptly rose and
left the room. The pantomimie dialogue ceased, and the
absentee’s companion, laughing heartn]y,' declared that the
scene just acted had transpired in his presence ‘dnly the
day before, and had .occurred, words, action, and all, be-
tween, his friend and & lady w1th whom, as the spirit
hinted, he was carrying ¢n-an intrigué of no creditable
kind. “The only part of the mystery I cannot under-
stand,” added’ the candid reporter,is that- the parties
thus represented are still living. Can it be possible, then,

. that the dead renllyL see all our actions, and overhear

even the words spokern in the seclusion of private life?.” .
Later in the even‘ﬂng, several of the mediums present
were mﬂuenced to improvise 2 charming operatic scene,
full of dramatic interest and spontaneous harmony. They
sang and acted each -as if, instead of an improvisation,
they were rehearsing a well-studied and familiar piece.
“The gudience were delighted; I was in the- seventh
heaven, and should mf‘nlhbly have added an encore to my
enthusiastic cheering, if I had not found myself suddenly
seated'on the ground, in & distant part of the room to
where I had been planted 2 minute ago. Of course the
first hypothesis was that this remarkable transfer had .
* been effected by the spirits,” but when my eye hap-
pened to Tight upon certain long strings fastened to the
- legs of certnin chairs, mine for one, and I saw, moreover,
" a aly twinkle on the demure face of a gentlgman who did *
the funny business-in a city theatre, and a severe, frown-
- ing wink administered to the wag by the good-natured.
hogtess, I concluded that very striking manifestation had -
beeneffected by a -spirit in' the form.- I was angry, and
no doubt should have proceeded to make myself ridicu-
lous by hurling high tragedy at the head of low comedy,
. when, in a moment, a heayy marble table stepped out,
without any human hands coming in contact with it, and
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began to balance and capricole itself about, evidently to
the rhythm of an ima.ginary polka.

“Halea! N ! is that you, old fellow ! ” cried one of
the actors present; “glad to have.you here, my boy.
Comé, give ud a dance” Hereupon a lively dance tune
was played, and the table, without any human contact,
kept time to the air with all the grace of a professed maiire
deballef. There is an old saying that « It is easier to raise
theé devil than to lay him;” the scene on the present
occasion illustrated the proverb. I afterwards learned
that the mediumistic force through which these physical
manifestations were given, proceeded from an actor: of
remarkable power in that direction, whilst the spirit who
had been hailed as N—— was a young man who had but
recently departed for another stage of.existence under
the influence of delirium tremens. ' ‘
_ This spirit in its earth life had been a great dancer;
and for a while the heavy table and several chairs in the
vicinity of the medium waltzed and swayed in orderly
dance measure; pretty soon, however, the old, earthly
habit, or perhaps its overmastering influence, returned.
It might have been that the unfortunate victim of his
own bad passions was unable to conquer its effects even
in spirit life; it might have been that he was spiritually
compelled to revive the memory of the loathsome and
degrading vice, through which he had perished ; certain

“it is tha.t, the table, chairs, and all the movable abjects
near Mr. S—— began to rock, reel, and tumble over
with the action of a drunken man. ‘One table ran furi-
ously against a lady, who spoke in disrespectful terms of |
the spirit, and pinned her up in a corner of the room,
whilst another rolled over on thé ground, and lay pros- -
trate in the shocking semblance of intoxication.

The scene was a strange mixture of the horrible and
grotesque; and whilst the fright and consternation of the




484 T Amongst the Spinta

eompany would have impressed an uniriterested spectator' '
. with the strongest sensé of the Tidiculous, the conscious-

ness that this fiendish display actually synfpolized the .
condition of a selfwrecked human soul could not fail to
inspire us all with feelmgs akin to sorrow and humilia-
tion. , -

«Johp, come away from tha.t mantel-pxece 1" sereamed
Mrs. QE—, the wife of the medium, who was leaning
‘ageinst a marble chimney-piece ; « yowlll-have it up by the
roofs if you stay there! Everything moves for him, sir,”
the lady added, addressing herself to me ; “ the other day
. he stoo lea.nmg agoinst a Jamp-post, waiting-for a street
car, when, would you believe it, the post quivered, and
no doubt would have fallen, or set off dancing a polka :
if I had not dragged him away from it!”

“A most convenient .man,” drawled ‘one of our press -
visitors. “’Pon my soul, I wish he’d lean against me
just now, and cause me to be transported to the other
end of Eighth Avenue!”

“Lights out!” shouted a voice strange to us all, when
in a moment all the ‘gas lights were turned off, and the -
whole company was left in total darkness. For a short
time, and whilst our hostess was groping her way to pro-
cure matches and a light, a scene of confusion ensued
.equally imppssible to describe or imagine. '

Every one stood transfixed, for none dared to move;
.but all began to exclaim and jabber at once, making a
, perfect Babel of human tongues.

- In the piidst-of this clatter, strange whisperings seemed
to arise in' different parts of the room, now hissing

lgethmg in our ears that we could not mdke out, anon *
uttéring growls- like a wild animel. Sonte of us were
_ pushed and slapped a8 if by hands of iron; and when we
struck out in the effort to grasp our assailants, we
found we were striking at empty air. Every minute, too,
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the. sounds as of a new and unknown presenee grew
- louder, and more and more indescribable. :

They wers harsh, discordant, unmeaning, and tembly .
confusing.

We could not dlsentangle them one from another, so
as to say what they were; and they seemed to proceed
from every quarter, and to envelop us in their distracting
resonance. : )

In reflecting upon this singular manifestation, I have
never been able to determine, even to myself, what was -
its true character. I only know that it was an appalling
clamor, and. that it hushed us all into awe-struck silence.
It partook something of the nature of distant thunder,
rumbling n.bove, beneath, and around us, like the last
echoes of a passing storm; then again it seemed.close to
us; and, moreover, it was mmgled with a chorus of harsh,
voices, sobs, wailings, and meaningless noises of the most
indescribable kind. At length- our brave and self: *pos-
sessed hostess succeéded in relighting the gas, when in-
ptantly the tumult subsided, and nothing remained of the
phenomenon but its effects depicted upon our pale and
haggard countenances, Then it was that in the midst of
our pause,of consternation the first medium of the -circle
became entranced, and, offering up a beautiful and tonch-
ing prayer, scothed our spirits, restored our equanimity,
and sent us all on our way rejoicing, after a cordial ex-
change of kind good-nights, much hand-sheking, and a
mutual promise to meet with each other again in that
place next Sunday night.

)






~ THE GARLAND. - -
* SUMMARY OF RECENT' SPIRITUAL-EXPERIENOES. " .  “
BY OSIRIS.

Tae past two months have been rife -with items of.
marked interest in the history of American Spiritualism.

Foremost amongst.these are. the announcements con-
tained in the Banner of Light. aud . Religio-Philosophical
Journal, that the month of September last marks-for the
one the opening of the. thirty-second volume, and :for the
other the commencement of the thirteénth., . '

If the careless and apathetic, who too often peruse the -

periodicals devoted ¢o the exposition of their fuith as a
mere matter. of amusement, or the means.of. beguiling. an.
idle hour, could but apprehend-the. care, ill-requited. ‘toil,
peeuniary loss, sacrifice of time; health, personal and domes-
tic.comfort; in a'word, the tareer of mértyrdom through
which the editors of either of these journals have been
enabled to struggle up.to |the- trinmphant . pomhons.mdh '
cated in.these announ ntg, they would..regard , them
as intelligence of paramount importance. ... Perhaps.no.
human record: can ever do.justice. to. the:amount of. tnisr
sionary: good, consolation, instruetion, aad. religious. fith
which results from the distribution of a well wnt,tgn]
Spiritual journal; © - bt e

However the world may: fzul $0. reoogmze tlns tmth;
the editors of -the' Banner of Light must have felt. m,
potency .whilst - issuing. their thirty-two- volumes -of glad;
tidings from-the realms of immortality. - . Whilst- we &mow:
that the :first-born -of - these messengers - of . light - were,
wrung out from the.hesrt's:blood of struggle«p.nd solf.
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sacnﬁcq, the position of permanence, and wxde-spread

" popularity thet the Banner. has achieved gives us the right

‘to hope that the eompensat.lons of her faithful editors are '

not &ll merely pros gctive, and that here, as well as here-
after, some share of substantizl return may be yielded by
an apprecmtwe community, for sueh long and faithful
service. .

"The Banner of Light is now a household friend all over
the civilized world, and the increasing popularity and
interest of her sparkling younger sister, the Religio-Philo-
. sophical, glves us the confident sssurance that her thir-

“teenth suimmer. needs but the action of time to add the

years which her more mature contemporary has reacbed '
The Banner of Light, in its brief, apropos announcement i

makes the following remarks : — -

“We feel more than ever that it is a high mission wlnch we seek to
perform, and it is for that reason we appeal with all possible freedom and
-+ earnestnels to the Spiritnal bost of the United States to atad firm by the
‘Banper of their faith, to strengthen our hands in the great work we seek
to do through its columns, and (o rally with us in upholding and advanc-

ing the undying truth of Spiritualism as a religion anda philosophy. We -

are sure our appeal will ot bein vain. Sustain the Banoer nsthe oldest

axponent of the.Spiritual philosophy in the world, aud as the voice of a!t

who renew their lives daily in the very act of believing.”-

. - “'To all this and far more than our space will permxt us
to ndd, we emphatically say, Amen! And that in favor of

. both these excellent periodicals. _. They are the nght and

. left hands of the’cause of Spmtuahsm, and we feel in duty:

bound to urge upon every true Spiritualist a firm ‘and
consistent support of their several claims;-in fact, the
Spiritualists should do more than approve of them in 1'dea,

of read them when they find them lying on a friend’s"
table, or in a position where they-can borrow them; they:

should P8y for them, and, in helpmg to support them, help
on the ‘catise they believe in; the caude entrusted to them’
" to maintain, and thes cause which these periodicals have

3
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steadily uplield ; not for themselves alone, but for.the sake
of that humanity which would be poor indeed without
them.

We learn also with great interest, that S. S, Jones (the-
Religio-Philosophical in person), the man whom the storms
of fortune cannot drown, nor the fires of the mighty West
burn, is about to publish & new monthly, entitied, T%e
Little Bouguet, a work to be. finely ‘illustrated, finely
written, and especially adapted to lead our young people
into the fuith which their ‘elders have demonstmted to be
‘the truth and the way.

With such a momentous obJect in view, with Mr. Jones
for its wellskilled and enterprising editor, and a subscrip-
tion price which can scarcely tax the poorést amongst us,
we have the right to expect that this paper will command
the patronage of every parent-and guardian in our ranks. .

The Boston Music Hall free meetings were inaugurated -
the first Sunday in October, by & lecture from Miss Lizzie
Doten, whose high reputation as a poetess and inspira-
tional speaker must have.gained more in this one splendid
discourse than by any of her previous fine efforts. .

Her subject was the ¢ Celestial Alphabet,” or a descnp-
tion of the immutable fidelity with which nature’s la.nguage
is represented ¥n creation, and the laws which underhe all
her forms and forces.

Miss Doten’s contribution to the new B1ble, and the
new text-book which Spiritualism’ is- writing, seems to have -
been equally remarkable and felicitous, and we must hope
to see her admirable essay put in such a form that it may
be read ard preserved as a fresh chapter in the living gos-
- pel of the nineteenth century.

Physical manifestations seem to be gainingin force and
power with each returning day. Mre. Britten's chapter
on physical force demonstrations in her second volume of
« Madern American Spiritualism” (see the October number
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of this magazme) makes mention of a Mrs, L‘lbby Wlnte
formerly -of Sodus Point, N..Y. In the narrative of that
lady’s mediumship several novel and highly interesting
phenomena are described, but these pale before the mar-
vels that are now being enacted in her presence, as will
‘be seen by a perusal of their ‘descnpt.lonm the late issues
of the Spirjtual journals,

Not only -are spirit faces and forms seen, and thatin a
lighted room (the medium alone being isolated in the
cabmet), but visitors have the delightful privilege of shak-
ing hands' with their beloved spirituel visitants, whilst
warm kisses ‘are pressed on their brows, and kind words
of greetmg are interchanged as in the da.ya of morta.l
communion. ‘

The circumstances under which these wonderful inter-
views transpire-are free, it would seem, from all suspicious
or even equivocal surroundings, and, with the exception
of the spiritual visitations recently chronicled in England,
" copstitute the most startling and unexceptionable proofs
of the presence and power of the immorials, that have
a3 yet been yvouchsafed to humanity. Several private
letters, as well asthe reports-of the public prints, attrib-
ute to- Mrs, Hollis :at Cincinnati, manifestations of an
equally astounding and even more varied character than
those above noticed. Not only do spirits appear, sing, play,
converse, float their medium in the air, write and speak
in differént languages, and perform all the other feats of

" wopder peculinr to- other media, but they hold' long and

interesting- colloquies-with the spectators, and undertake
r explam lucidly the use'and-even the philosophy of the

emonstrations they perform. To ask where will “this
end and what next feat ‘of estonishment will be vouch-
safed to us; seems to be alinost the - sole comment we can
offer upon the ocean of testimony that is rolling in upon
our munda.ne shores.
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* Perhaps -the most remarkable: phenomenon of the age
is -the - existence; of the blind, and bigoted.conservatism
that-either cannot or.will not:realize the truth of these
. ma.rvels, and, whilst it sets itself up as the leader of pnb-
lo wopinion: in matters. of, sc1ence, suffers public knowledge
to rush in: advafice of itin. matters of fact. ;

At this very time we have in our. midst a gréat savant
the report- of whose learning, and wisdom attrects around
him the élle .of the weslth, and position of which the
country -can boast. This profound authority can dis-
course upon .all the properties, funchons, and forces of
matter, but..question him concerning: those of the very
mind by which alone he can discourse, and he is more
profoundly ignorant than the humblest spirit medium
that ever gmdua.ted from the blacksmith’s forge to the
Spmtual rostrum. This great light in’gcience, like many
more of his illustrious confréres, either will not or cannot
see the- ficts which: -are - patent to millions of his fellow-
creatures, and, whilst he brings to bear all the resources
of* mind, intelleet, and education upon the action of a sin-
gle beam of light and the quahty of & prism, a new .
world, with new powers, forces, arts, sciences, revelatlons, :
and possibilities, rolls by him unnoticed.

We.cannot take note of even a tithe of the phemom.
enal people whose witness is crowding’in upon us from
all quarters of this immense country. From Moravis, |
New York, Boston, Chicago, and every section of the
land, media like Dr. Slade, Bastian, Mrs. Andrews, the
Bangs family, Annie Lord Chamberlain, Jennie ‘Webb, -
Maud. Lord, Libby White, Sawyer, the Shermans, Mes.
dames Hollis and. Keigwin, Mr. Charles Fopter, and hosts -
of others, are. accessible, and amenable to thorough inves-
tigation, and all capable of eliminating through their me. .
diumship more marvels in ten minutes than scientists
could explnm in ten years; and yet one of the most
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eeteemed ‘and representah.ve men of the ¢ Scxentlﬁc »

fanks complains that for his part Lie never can see- any-'

thmg in Spiritualism worthy of - irivéstigation or notice.
This great trensatlantic luminary seems to be well-up

in"the nature and properties of metals, 'We wonder how

he would classify and explain th¥ actlon of lron under

the following circumstances.

The Relgio-Philosophical Journal, giving a descnphon
of Capta.m Wmslow, & new physical medmm, writes a8 fol-
lows: — .-

“ We had the' pleasure, a few evenings sipce,- of sttend.mg a séance, at
whick Csptam Winglow was the medfim. The mamfestauons were
very fine. i

“ One very rmarbabbfcat iz the union qfhaowlxd fron rings, kamng
lhem!hwmterhnhd,andyuthamddpcgfmlymmd .

If the grave professor, cornered as “ other grave savants
~ have been before him, should be compelled to acknowl-
edge the fact here recorded, but strive to undervalue
_ what he cammot explain, with the oft repeated platitude,

“ Well! granted it.is all true — what is the use of it?”
let him go on to read the .end of the Journals notice of
Ca.pta.m Winslow, in the following words: —

« Prairie Flower, an Indian maiden who controls him, eays she has

bad him in training since he was fourteen years old. Fourteen years
- Captain Winslow wes a snccessful Methodist preacher; not a whit be-

" bind the best of them at camp and other revival meetings. He was con-

verted to Spiritaslist on the battle-feld at ‘Shiloh. Then and there his

epiri¢ friends showed themselves to hit, and sheltered him from the

,  deadly buleta, while bundreds wero falling around "him. . His relations
. of experience on_that ocdaslon are of deep intereat.”,

. There aré none so blind as those that. won’t see;” . 8o
sy the old:proverb,and -so think, if they do not say,
any another .great professor besides’ our renowned
visitor from England. If the 'Roya.l Societies of Europe
and the Scientific Associations of America cannot explain
how the thmg is done, they doubtless think they cannot

’
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do better than hide their -i ignorance. beneath a mantle of
scorn. Perhaps they might improve upon tbis -puerile .
wiy of solving the difficulty, by gitting at the feet of the
invisible professors of a new science, and r;.ckuowleﬂgmg'~
that there are some things in heaven that. they still have
to learn, however much they may claim. to know about.
earth. '

Somethmg of a'scene ocourred in Chicago a few days
.ago, when' Mra. Sawyer, the celebrated physical force
medium, of that city, was summoned to appear befo
Mayor Medill, to show cause why she should-not be taxe
and compelled to pay a license, like other < exhibitors
and venders of wares;” indeed, the mayor seemed to think
the payment of & one hundred and twenty dollar license
was only due to the city authorities for the privilege of
allowing mourners to converse with their « dead,” or the
exercise of the gifts which the founder of the Christian: '
religion charged upon Mayor Medill, in common with all
his other followers. How the Spiritualists resisted and:
dcted upon this demand may be gathered from a‘report
in the Chicago Témes, of wlnch the following is an extract,

"Anothemedmms,thexrargnments run thus wise s — )

¢ Spiritualism is a religion, and séances are to its devotees as prayer-
mestings, sewing-circles, avd_church services to the believers in ortho-
doxy. Other denominations are allowed to erect churches, collect pew-'
rents, and take up collections. Bythmmesnstheyearryon the distine-
five work of their orgamsatmna. Spirituslists are less in number, have -
no churches, and in order to keep their or the mediums’ heads gbove
water, must take np collections from those who attend séances. . That
these collections should take a deflnite price is vnly carrying out the rule
that cburchesd’ adopt of putting a certain cash value on pews., The one,
they conteud, is not more liable to taxation than the other.

“Aday or two since a medium pamed Mra. Sawyer was brougbf. bafore
the mayor, and warned by that gentleman that if she did pot take out a
Ticense she would bo arrested. Mr. J. E. Hoyt, of No. 841 West Madi-
son Smet, was present, aud declared he would continue his séances, his
aweet mmmumngl with lngul land, despite the. mayor or his ehf,nven
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officar Silver. - Last night. was theifirat-oocasion on vhmh s stated néanee N
haa taken place -sincé the mayor-gave his warning.. There.was consider-
able excitement over the question wheher the mayor would seck to carry

. out bis threat, but the séance pmeeeded as ususl,'and no blue coat made”

his appearance, The spirits that manifested themselves were in great
good humor, and seemed to be as little afraid of Mr. Medill as the tem-
perance committee or the Spiritualists are of his logic.”

The Messachusetts Supreme Courf has given the igno-

_rant and unprogressive officials. of Chxca.go a splendld

illustration of the advanced condition of pubhc opinion
on the subject of Spiritualism amved at’ in the ¢ Athens
of America,” as 3the following excerpt from the Bamner of

‘A RIGHT DECISION.

The Supreme Court of Massachusetts has reached a just decision in .
the case of Mrs. A. J. Feital, who had recovered five thousand dollars
dnmagss from3the Middlesex:.Horse Bailroad 'Compdny, in requital of .
injuries received while.on the cara of that company on a eertain Sunday,
returning from a Spiritualist cpen-air meeting at Malden. The company
contested ,her claim on- the ground that they were not responsible for
damages received at their bands on Sunday,the contract on that day with
passengers being illegal, - .It-further maintained that a Spiritualist meet--
ing was-in no sense religions, and therefore that the plaintiff had no good
ground for even u Sunday case, ,

It was bold, if npt warse, gronnd for 8 public corporation to assume in
its defense ; and having been assessed in five thousand dollars damages,
the Middlesex Company thought they wopld resist to the: last rather than

. pay the amount. Hencé the hearing before the Supreme Court of the

Commonwealth. But justice was not to be thus baffled. An appeal to
its highest seat only brought out. jts voice with the ntmost posaible author-

" ity. The Supreme Court has decided that the company was obligated

to carry the plmuhﬁ' and indeed all other passengers, with as much care
on Sumisy as on any.other day ; and-also that a mesting of Spiritualists
-gs much a religions meating for such as subscribe to Spiritualism, as

nnﬁled orthodox. .
. ongst the mpsf interesting features' presented by .
the new -volume of the Banner of Light, just inaugurated,
are the first “ sheaves ” of Spiritual wheat to be garnered

_up.in the form of an.# Harmonial Encyclopsedia.” by the
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admired and indefatigable Poughkeepsle seer, A. J.
Davis.

This inimitable thinker and writer proposes to issue a -
work' something in the nature of Voltaire’s celebrated
“ Philosophical, Dictionary.” To its character and preten-
sions no mere written description can do justice. ;

It must be read to be appreciated, and as several
columns of the Banner are each week devoted to its pub-
lication, we need but call aftention fo its appearance as
another gem of light froni an inexhaustible tregsury.

So' many other items of interest, so meny buds of
promise, and blossoms freshly gathered by the hands of
angels waft their fragrance before our senses, that in
these our moments of temporary separation from our
readers, we can only refer to them with & promise of -
future treatment and more elaborate notice. ,

We propose to speak with all the fervent hope and
earnest good will which stirs our hearts, and should ani-
mate every soul amongst us; of Dr. Edward Mead’s noble.
undertaking called the « Psychopathic Institution.”

We have received a sweet and touching account of the
silver wedding of the .veteran medium and lecturer,
E. V. Wilson, and the nuptials of his fair young daughter

" at,the same time. .

Several volumes of rare interest lie open on the desk,
demanding justice even from the humble record which
these pages afford ; and sweet voices are calling on every
side of us, and chorusing songs of angelic beautyand
pathos to attract our attention. To all and each we can
but answer: The time is up, the day is-done, the page '
closes with the fading beams of light; but if another day
dawns upon the busy scribe, the relaxed- ends of each
golden thread shall be gatliered up anew, and we will
weave from their yet unwrought texture still another
gaxland for Tnx WESTERN StAR.
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AMERICA.N AND EN GLISH~«

SPIRITUAL PERIODICALS i

BANNER OF LIGHT.
. @ ' .. PUBLISHED WEEKLY.
Pri;:e sa.qo pf!r Annum, in Advance,

See advertisement én ;lext page.
~ )

-

. RELIGIO-PHILOSOPHICAL JOURNAL
PUBLISHED WEEKB&:T- 129 FOURTH AVENTE, QEIGAGO,.ILL;. ceL

ce $3.00 per Anmum.

This 11 pnpcris-‘ ted exclusively to the i of Spiritualism; and dsan i 3 1),
tion throughput the Western States- ’ C - " T

" THE LONDON SPIRITUAL MAGAZINE,-' R
"HUMAN NATURE, . R
{raE MEDIUM AND DAYBREAK, R
THE SPIRITUALIST AND EREDLIGHT'..' a

ENGLISE SPIRITUAL PERIODICALS PUBLISEED BY JAMES BUBNB, LONDON

For Sale at the % Bauner of Light” Office. . ; PRI

THE WESTEBN STAR s s e A
. 4 MONTHLY RECORD DEVOTED TO THE FACTS, mmosormr AKD ms'rony or Tm;,
" COMMUNION BETWEEN THE WOELD OF smzrrs AND MOn'rus. T

Pnbllshed lor the Propriators, at the Oﬁee,

265 Bromﬁeld Stteet, Boston, Mass. o

Price, in advauce, $4.00 per Annum.......cocoveevnsinesnn Slngle Gopf 35 Cenln. -




DR. S. B. COLLINS’ -

PAINLESS CURE FOR THE OPIUM HABIT,

DIk. COLLINS' ANTIDOTE . .

Enables the partics to discontinue the use of Opiwm in any form, at once, without pain or inconvenience,
and without any interruption of ordinary business. 1t rebuilds the broken constitution, and restoves the ~
nervous energics.

. Tt is the only Painless Cuare for the Opium Hahit ever discovered,

< . BEAD THE EVIDENCE.

A CLOUD OF WITNESSES.
The {ollowing named persons have
_=- kindly sliowed the use of theirnames ~

‘red.. West, Drugglst, Laports, Ind.

telafid & Merritt, Drugglsts, Luporte,
Ind.

A. P. Andrew' & Son, Daukers, Laporte,

Ind.

If. 1. Weaver, Cashler B. Bank, Laporte,

Tnd.

R. 3. Morriaon, Cnshier First National
Dank, Laports, Tod

4 Irsight Fraser, Postmaster, Laports, Ind.
G. M. Dakiu, M. D., Laporte, Ind.

A. Robioson, M. D., Laporte, Ind.

1oy, J. Packard, M. C., Laports, Ind.

CGenerud Lo Ghason, Laporte, Iod.

Hog. C. W. Catheart, Laporte, Ind.

L. Hamphrey, M. D., South Bend, Ind.

E. T. Jingsell, M. D., Tndiaonpotis, Tod.

Jates 8. Browne, M. D., Suflolk, Va.

Jna, J. Puterson, M. D., Rockport,” Ind.

J. 1. Clark, M. D., Chicago, Iii.

Wui. Shefield, Napoleon, 0.

J. Q. Bowmun, Viacvaoes, Ind. ~

A. 1. Wetherell, Hopeville, Tows. 4

Jamnea Matsell, Mt. Airy, N. C.

Geo. C. Liowe, Knoxville, 111,

1L. N. Stoddard, Joliet, IU.

L. §. Spitler, Birmiogham, Iowa.

Johu Mcl.ain, Unlon Mills, Tad.

Jamus W. Davla, Mt. Alry, N. C.

Mrs, J. F. Cutumings, Topuka, Kansas.

Byron McKeen, Galveston, fezas.

Jolin Darliog, Wallaceburg, Cauads.

D. M. Loy, Depere, Wis. .

. C. Haull, Groton, N. Y.

J. 5. Rolston, Indisua, Pa.

C. B. Tildon, Washiogton, D. C.

J C. Ketohunt, Hastings, Mich,

J. B, Uoward, M. D., St. Jozcph, Mo.

J. 1. leonnrd, Julapa, Tenn.

W. W. Culver, Biufl Point, N. Y.

8. Ruark, 3. D., McCuteheaville, lod

D. Chapmaa, Chicago, Iil.

THERIAK!I AND THEIR LAST DOSE.

A Dook nf orer 107 pa;-x.' rontainiog letters of Frrx Hoen LuoLow, the well-knowa letter of Q. A. T., anid o foll description of
thbe antidote, seut free to any addrens.

Addreas DR. SAMUEL B. COLLINS, Laporte, Indiana.

{ltead urer next page.
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EMMA HARDINGE ON OPIUM EATIN

Tux: following unsolicited and extraordinary testimony to the priceless value of
’ -~ *
Dr. Cotrrxs’ Renkvy ror tir Hamr or Orrex’ Rativeg, is republished from a
Georgin pager as an apropos addendum to Dr. Collisty’ advertisement on anothér
leaf:— .
“Mresus. LHITORS: . ’ . .

# thouxh tho rirrmnstaness 1 am abaut to detl will cufficiently sxplin why T sithhold
the udwer of the pactien chirfly conrernsl, they are of such an impociant wnture o o larg: cluss of
Aiflictrd peesdng, that b feel justified 1 roliviting spsee iy oud roltsmins fie their 1nsertion

SRS pow sotue onths sines 1 donde the seuaintance of the learped and bolimnt soientisg
Brefescor W, "Ihia pentleman, 8 graduate of Yale Colloge, an-l Profosm of Latncarges tis veviral
of the first seuts of Tesrping v Sweties, eujord s weeld-wide reputation foe Wis tterary wisd seit nnitie
attuinments, un less than for the elagieures mnl logie of his pablic letures, Shortly atter s nding
rafetghtfol and pe fitable eventng i this pentlanin’s compang , My Woee, thie Professar « wige,
ratled Spnat nee 2o fdguive whether in the Ber} iy stericas and cecultrealtas 1§ Spivitaudistic lone,
Feauld asest hier in the Jejlosine . i

¢ Speakitngin the saered copfidonce of s eelighms capucite, Mre, Wee impucted to uge the teni-
Blee serree thot Ter seloned ool uddmined lorbeand was Poeing dictrsed ¢ bedv, sont, and jntodeet,” b
the farsl mnt untonspuerable Lidot of ofitan cating She spid that the Fooeersor, find besg fretueed at
firet g try the wfle £ ol hISTetal dvog on being unexpectediy erlied upon 1o deliver o betiee behoe
the Amerwan Sseontation of Sowepve, fist se he wies meovering fran ko reviee iHnes<, The ovee-sive
prostration arder which he was then Jalasinge, sud the trviug eleneter of the wldn s exproind feon
hine, trdiced 2 perse be condditisn which tvondered bing feazful that be coubd ot perorm bis teek
nithont the e dstinwe Ot e fovigy stimulus

* Cnhappils for tha oo« or, noevienliie tiend in whon he hid grent confidet oo Dappennd ge Lo
vistting fratn b the e e by hiv wlviee the germeions dee was adminstered, and, 1 moee ufor-
tanatels, proseib steeeStul Prof W tser Jeturet wrore brilantl o with toeme o ropishisie
elhet. BEreouraged by ths ronrkable ant nesel experiguent, the aufurtunate gentlemsn was agaim
2L vet agany politresd fo peort te the sae stisnti wntil e borattie <0 Qs jandene on it that be
pbl uoathier sttend bis rlesas sprak, Winte, ap ot Tast Hunk cleaely sathront 17 L doses matiet e
ineadtond fu s aed fogoeny autd e cubnbiating gomt o thelr eflicl ey wae reeehiad, and the
wndutpepes wietim fousnd thet the e afe g which e foal jeaned bozae oo Gail aesd 3 i e0udy G- berran
Line  Thé elliet of opian, ke 1hat 51l noeatles, 19 anvertan, aod stentue By raitents o the lic.
it e ool miigied o0 the mtegeits of Beodth, A the Jerers of cengonus delitvan sind fanieey L ot whae §y
the wrvehind sipfferer waus fuy avare de w1 o, He did snd, cuet thewstet the willet, et g
tesque, and desgerntely atized things, wiel that without Qe peael of nenascocaas, or e
enpesel’y b selfarontral .

A L of satftering vhe st ey adfal el Loareos fng was potesai ont to e by the andiepre aeds,
And a9 get we remedy or eartliy sttesidean ceadd e Gud 31 s st skl e atdiess @
frevitabde death to ledse it off < aabedagy frenen, roin, meef disgracs o eontinne < us

* Pl untortunate gentieman, weler the pien of i-denitte and neemeaits forohnme of air, bid tengee.
varily wittndrenn foen tird caliemnanr duties, opel e 2ed 16 concead e ageding voneditieds o b
nemeg Brtesd Bt gl cimne fued 87908 ed when e mast 10turn or neecds feean thae bontes tod eiocbtineas -
whitthy bad ertwneed 8 o sand indelatymble jile of selentifle tesearcle Wath ettt er aotereative, 1o
ehiveel bfsn it Llee face.  In, the desponite hope of ailesinting i wiserble bondige, e Sathifal wae
lhm]{ sotgghit aut aud Gread wpon bim varoux nostites sod dleged naddios, but up te tus titne they
ok ad tatledd L.

* fring the few houne which i lads and her aecomnpdialied hushand bl spent in my sneicrs 1
had wpnken of the plienuacton of * o an although bt a poar sl celustans prictitiae e
nty elf, huk @rven them sntie wvidence of the power 1o read charmeter und test the virtnes of algeess
byt 1L wnx il the bape tint T wontd yehd to her stuiet agouicdng coteenty sod test by this
ringuiar peyehotietrizn] puecer the victie of Dr, Colline” remely Geoe oplum enting that the poor lady
bad ealll o e, . . . . The result aof the etperiinent wre, that o spizitnal impression pro-
uoauneel the renusly MOST EXCELLENT, —in the present instuinee infslhble, — pravided it was
adopted iustantly atel fdlowed out faithfully, -

¥ 5ix weeka later | hennd Profisaor Weee deliver (0 an immense audience oue of the mnx brill-
jant, radm, nnd logical arntions T ever listened to, nnd Fix wevke after that hic happy and gratefol
wife wrate e, ¢ My beloved husband Is entively enred 5 hic health, peacdf mind, lite, reason, dix-
nity, wed profession are all given back to himy, and the bundeedth part of a0 gealn of oplim bins neser
parerst Dds fips sdnee he cotmuenced tnking Ur. CNLLINS' REMEDY ! [ know L aught to gise this
ense ta the worldd  Be Lplline dicepves the blimdugn of for th I neight be sased by
s from a fute 1eoree thas death ! but oy you know, my friend, oy dege huebavd’s pluce, nawe, arid
fame, no less Lhan the Solfare of the many deperndent on him, wonld all be wnerifiesd should this sad
istory breamy pulidie, nt least in entmecting with his well known nnme.  Uite the ease innerey to
thewarld, but in merey nisa uppress the nume.? .

** Nfesirs, Balitors, 1 feg tonve to ndd, Ian peeaonally unnerquainted with Dr. Catlind  The parties
whoyt his retusalion bave saved ¢ from waree thas denth * wre the sunhe. They purchasel hiv medicine
Lererhtly | and he nrithor knows of the work he has wronght In their ewe, nor of e and wy intention
of writing ahout fim. to. ) . .

2 Attmeted by keeltsg the ndvertistment of this great boon te maukind in your pper — awuro Miat
by Prof. W' rerommendation It bps ok many others hertlen himeell, otul oo well aware afeo
thut theme nre muny wors whe i miserablo <ilenco aml unknown xuffeting are periching for lnck of
it f ank your, nol iy wny of ndeerti-rment, hut on the gond fuith of cue who has nothing to guin
by the net bRt the Llesing of her fellow ervatures, to nuke my unsolicited statanent publie, &«

whirl act | beliovo jou nill reevive inany o Ylessimne, esiden the thnnk< ol
“ Voura faithfuily, BMMA IIARDINGE

§ s —

HLOSPON, ENGLAND, Juar, 1870.7
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THE BOSTON FIRES-

. . AXD THE (/'1'/&7"' [/’; /oy /)/ / 572

. . )
Igevitable .Susp?n.don of "'The Western Star”
o R

IT is with the deepest regret that I am compelled to announce to the friends
and patrons of this magazine the urgent necessity of suspending its publi-
cation, —ap least for the preseat,—in consequence of the heavy losses
incurred Dy its financial supporters in the late calamitous Boston fires.

. As it could not Le expected that 2 new and wholly experimental work
could secure a subscription list adequate to its support for the first few
months, the actual expenses were guaranteed by the payment of certain
sum as shares, with a promise that any deficit which might remain at*the
end of the year should be provided for by parties interested in the enter-
prise. s

As 1t has been my earnest endeavor to make -the work self-sustaining, .
and to economize the means of the Company, I have as yet only called
upon two of the shareholders for assistance ; and though the expenses of
commencing and issuing the first two numbers were very much in excess
of what followed, the burden of the whole past six months’ publication has
been hitherto met by the payment of the above-named two shares, the sub-
seriptions, and my own outlay.

As the principal number of the subscriptions have only been paid for six
months, I depended wholly on the collection of funds from the shareholders
and guarantees for the maintenance of the work during the ensuing portion
of the trial vear.

Although™ 1. have refrained from publishing any of the highly laudatory
letters | have Yeceived in commeodation of thiy magazine, they have heen
s0 numerous and flatterihg that I could not question but a steady increase
in the subscription list, would have left it at the end of the year on a firm
and well established foundation, but pending a cllmax which 1 could only
hope to arrive at as a process of growth, all my resources and those of my
friends and.supporters are swept away by the overwhelming losses accriing
from the Boston fires. .

My shareholders’ and guarantees’ property have alike been destroyed.

I caunot add to their heavy losses by presing my claims, small thougl
they seem in comparison.— A large sumber of my books have also been
destroyedl.

Cona%grable sums due on the sale of magazines cannot now be collected
Irom creditors more distressed than mysell. The superior claims of * The
Banner of Light,” for so many years the justly esteemed standard of the
Spiritualists’ faith. and now crushed into overwhelming ruin, render all”
- minor claims on the Spiritualists for aid, insignificant and almost unworthy.

My own resouarces have been drained to support this (to me) noble lahor
ot love until nothing more is left to give. [ have bestowed all my time,
night and day, health, rest, ceaseless energy, and every available dollar on
the work ; and though I deem the high eulogies that have been passec upon
it a wmeed worth laboring for. these have been the sole recompense I have
derived. I can scarcely deem that any one will read this frank and straight-
forward statement and vet attribute Llame. incompetency. or lack of taith
to me when | say the work must now — for the present at least — suspend.



. To the few who have generously paid the whole of the year’s subscription.
1 can ouly say, Ue merciful in your judgment, —a like calamity may befall
yourselves, and paralyze you as it has me; but beyond this I will add-
should the way yet be apen to me to resurrect my “Star.” from the dark,
ness in which it has gone out, my indebtedness shall be faithfully remem-
bered and acquitted. . .

To the many who have promised, but failed to pay, for their magazines, I
ask in common justice and honesty that they will in this hour of great need
at once remit me the price of what they Lhiave received ; and to all who have
taken an interest in the progress and success of this undertaking, 1 respect-
fully submit that it has redeemed every pledge with which it started sewve ose,
and the power ta fulfill #as has been torn from me by a hand mightier than
nty own. —a calamitous fate against which the énergy and good will of one
frail mortal contends in vain.

1 have only to add that I still have in my possession a continuation of the
splendid and much admired papers eatitled  Ghost Land” and ¢ Amongst
the Spirits,” alsa many unpublished chapters of the second volume of
“ Modern American Spiritualism.” and that if I can receive from the sym-
pathizers with these writinys sufficient encouragement, I- propose printing
these and hinding them up'in 4 volume with the six numbers of the maga-
sine already published. R .

Should I succeed in raising the necessary funds for this purpose, copies
will be sent to all my annual subscribers without farther charge ; and now,
in deep sorrow.of heart, modified only by the duty of patient submission to
toe overruling wisdom of HimAvhose I am, 1 take my leave in the words of
the * Silutatory ** which six months since hearlded in my **Western Star ™
to its [riends and supporters.

EMAMA HARDINGE BRITTEN,
Na. 251 WAsHINGTON STRPET, Bos1ox, MAass.
- Ll

N

SALUTATORY. FOR JULY. 1872. - -

. tlow long the beams of this nen Imninary may continue to shed light upon_the paths
of Spiritualistic research, or how mach of intdnsic worth may be evolved from its appear-
ance, are problems the ~olution ot which remains with the invisihle world from whence ity
birth hids been durived.

..« & Bighteen centuries ago tradition affiums that a star, undiscovered till then,
appeared m the Oriental firmament as a messenger to proclaim on eagth the advent of a
ngh and holy Teacher.  The sifting processes of history now prove to us that few were the
manial vyes that recognized the radiance of that star, fewer stll the prophetic ininds which
could D its deep signili If a similar fate should befull the Star that now
arses in the Occidental fiimament, those who cap and do feel its significance, and rever-
ence the source of its appatition, will know from’ time-honored precedent how to beac the
world*s coldness and nian's laek of ~vinpathy, <" Even the transient meteor is not lost out of
the laboratory of creation. [ts ight' and life is only qnepched to the eyes of men, but
somewhere in the realms of infinity vvery atomic partick of the falien Star will lie outwork-
ing its special mission of use.

¢ Time, the touchstone of truth. ha~ unfolded the lune star of Bethichem into the sun of
ages, before whose light countless millions bow down in worship, Science, the unwritten
hible of creation, has tracked the existence of the vanished metear intn the laboratories of
the imperishable. -

“t In some point of space midway, perchance, between the steady lustre of the Eastern
Luminary, and the transient glory of the flying meteor, our ** Western Star ¥ will accomplich
whatever destiny the wise Disprser of events may see fit to assign to it. Perchance it ‘may
be a permancnt utman success ; aw conéraire. — and the history of humanity has fully pre-
pared us for such a result, — *# The Western Star ™ will close its brigf period of existence
on earth, Lut eontinue ta shine in the fimament which is overarchedrwith good intentions
tavever '™ -

W
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