












































Uses and Dangers of Metapsychology

APPEARANCE AND ACTUALITY IN METAPSYCHICS.

The universal differences between the ap-
parent and the actual are magnified in the
metapsychical realm but you must learn to

distinguish between the apparent and the

actual if you wish to make progress in the
study of metapsychical phenomena.

We have a classical illustration of this con-
flict in “magnetism.” The very term is based
on the assumption of knowledge that no one
possesses. It illustrates the common con-
fusion of the apparent with the real. When
Anton Mesmer, in the latter part of the 18th
century, discovered that he could produce cer-
tain physiologic reactions by means of mag-
nets it was apparent that the magnets were
the causes of the phenomena which were
therefore, called “magnetic.” When he later
discovered that these same phenomena could
be produced without the magnets he fell into
the common error of again confusing the ap-
parent with the actual and, assuming that the
causes were the same and that therefore, both
classes of phenomena were caused by some
form of magnetism, he attributed the pheno-
mena in the second group to bodily or animal
magnetism.

Careful experiments prove that the larger
part of these phenomena are due, not to mag-
netism, but to suggestion and expectation.
Those phenomena which are not satisfactorily
explained by mental causes may be due to
physical forces in some ways resembling
magnetism, but they are most certainly not
due to any known form of true magnetism.
Theretfore, to call “magnetic” the phenomena
that result from the applications of the hands
in passes or stationary touches is a mistake.
On the one hand we say that the hand
communicates magnetism, which causes cer-
tain effects; on the other hand we say that
certain phenomena occur upon the application
of the hand. The implication is very different
in the two instances and the first mode of
statement is sure to lead to conclusions that

cannot be substantiated or properly adjusted
to the facts.

We might find instances of confusion of
the apparent with the actual in the popular
views of all realms of metapsychics. In de-
scribing a mediumistic seance we frequently
hear such a statement as, “The spirits rapped
the table.” Such a statement assumes that
the apparent and the actual agree when that
has not been proved as yet, and even though
it were proved in general, it might not be at
all true in any particular case. A much
better statement would be, “We heard noises
that sounded like raps on the table, which
the medium and others attributed to spirits.”
In the one case we have a true statement of
what actually occurred; in the other case we
have a statement of the apparent as though it
were proved actually to have occurred.

Confusion of the apparent and the actual
is by no means peculiar to the metapsychical
realm. It is universal in the sensory realm
also. Sensation itself substitutes an apparent
reality for the actual reality. There is noth-
ing outside human experience that is like
human sensations. Not even the sensations
of the lower animals, so far as we can know
them, are like the sensations through which
humans imagine that they gain a knowledge
of the world. Let us consider, for example,
the sensations of sight. The apparent reality
is that through the action of the sense of
sight you perceive the brightness or color of
the light that is in the world around you.
You see that the flame is bright, that the
flower is colored, that the sunset sky is
glorious in its outspread tapestry of changing
hues, that the whole world and the stars of
infinite space are lighte.d.

The actual reality is that the molecular
particles in the flame, -the incandescent
envelope of the sun, and the stars give off
ether waves, which falling upon non-luminous
objects, are reflected more or less completely
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WELTMER’S
and which, in your eye, excite the sensitive
organs of the retina, giving rise to nerve-
stimuli which flow to centain parts of the
brain where they excite brain-centers to
characteristic forms of reaction with which
are associated in some unknown fashion the
experiences of visual sensation and perception.

The ether waves which are the physical
basis of visual experiences are of the same
kind as give rise to sensations of warmth, as
produce certain chemical effects, transmit
etheric energies through space, etc. Some
of your nerve-brain organs react to these
etheric energies with sensations of warmth,
others with sensations of sight, while to most
of the ether-waves no sensory reactions are
made. Some of them stir protoplasm into
those activities which we call life and other
severe effects result in the destructive pro-
cesses of sunburn, etec.

It is obvious that such different sensations
as warmth and color; such different effects
as the vibrations of life, and the degenerative
processes of sunburn, cannot be due to dif-
ferences of the external physical actuality,
the only differences of which are differences
of intensity and rate of vibration, but that
these different reactions must be chiefly due
to the characteristics of the living organism.
Furthermore, the experience of warmth and
the experience of color, although frequently
associated, are different in kind, and have
nothing whatever in common with the ex-
periences associated with the other phen-
omena mentioned. These experiences are, as
are all experiences, unique phenomena, found
only in mind and varying according to the
precedent and associated present experiences
of each person. Not only are experiences
found only in their own realm but they are
not found the same in any two personalities,
the minor variations being one of the im-
portant sources of the peculiarities of dif-
ferent personalities.

Irritation of those brain-centers associated
with any certain type of experience will give
rise to typical experiences of that sort.
Irritation from mechanical shock, pressure,
or other injury, chemical or electrical stimu-

MAGAZINE

lation of the visual areas in the back part of
the brain will cause sensations of sight al-
though the world around may be entirely
devoid of light rays. Similar irritations of
the nerves or any part of the visual tract, as
pressure on the retina through the eyeball,
will cause flashes of light independently of
any other form of stimulation or ether vibra-
tion. Suggestions, especially hypnotic sug-
gestions, and the vivid expectations with
which one attends a mediumistic seance or
which follow upon sudden awakening or the
hearing of faint sounds in the dark, and the
pictographs of dreams, give rise to visual
sensations as genuine as any sensations that
could result from etheric stimulations of the
eye. Although there is an absence of the
customary external etheric stimulations which
usually are the sources of visual experiences,
the sensations as experiential facts, in other
words, as pure sensations or perceptions,
which arise from internal or psychic stimuli
are as genuine as those resulting from ether-
ic stimulations. Sensation is always an in-
ternal fact, a fact or phenomenon of ex-
perience which is referred to the external
world, but it is only referred; it is never in
reality a quality of the external world. In
short, sensation apparently is discovered in
the external world while it is actually manu-
factured in the internal, experiential world.

All other sensations are equally contra-
dictory in their apparent and actual realities.
Even the sensation of touch, probably the
oldest and most fundamental and simple, gives
experiential appearances that are not true of
actualities. Smoothness and roughness, the
various degree of solidity, the relative pres-
sures, the associated sensations of tempera-
ture, etc., not only depend mainly upon the
special organs of touch involved but even vary
with previous and present associated ex-
periences and attitudes. Sensation, apparent-
ly derived from the qualities of the objects
perceived in the world, appears to give in-
formation of the nature of the world outside
while it actually presents in symbolical forms
peculiar to experience, the significance for
reaction—and expression of desire into the

(Concluded on Page 26)
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WELTMER’S MAGAZINE

be no better than any other group of money-
changers who live by their wits and by taking
advantage of one of the weaknesses of our
capitalistic system of society. I am offended
because they have made me think, and be-
cause they have made me lose some of my
faith in myself, as a man.

——
STONE AGE RADIO AUDIENCES.

Can you imagine the reactions of primitive
peoples to modern radios? Civilized (?) folk
have seen the development of these marvelous
instruments and yet find them strange. The
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real world of the savage is the world he lives
in. Civilized men are from another world, and
their phonographs, radios and what-not can
not be accepted into the primitive world with
the meanings they have to their makers.

—_—O—

PREDETERMINATION OF SEX

Again we read the announcement of a
method that will enable prospective parents
to determine the sex of their offspring. Dr.
F. Unterberger, of Germany, has devised a
treatment based on the use of bicarbonate of
soda when a boy is desired, or lactic acid
when prospective parents want a girl. It is
claimed that the treatment is very successful.
Suppose it is, suppose we find reliable means
of predetermining sex, will the world be bet-
ter for this? Probably not. So far man’s
mastery of the forces of Nature has resulted
in rather more evil than good for him in those
matters touching human life. It is only
among civilized peoples that we find insane
asylums, homes for the feeble minded, peni-
tentiaries, the exceedingly poor and the ex-
ceedingly rich, and red-light districts. Even-
tually, predetermination of sex may be of
value to humanity but for the present it is
better that man should remain under the con-
trol of Nature.

_—_()_—.
OUR SHRINKING WORLD.

With one company, Pan-American Airways,
onerating 22,660 miles of airlines on schedules
99.81 per cent efficient, at the rate of one
hundred miles per hour, the western world is
shrinking. While European airlines are less
efficient and less patronized, they still are
spreading all over the Old World and we will
soon see transoceanic air transportation on
regular schedules. Mail and passengers are
carried all over the United States with sur-
prisingly regularity and at increasing speeds
and decreasing costs. Some of us may live
to see the day when the antipodes will be
less than a day away and when the whole
earth may be circled in one day. Many of us
can remember when New York and St. Louis

[22]



















WELTMER’S

PHILCO RADIOS

AS LOW AS
$18.75, UP

Terms as low as $1.00 weekly.

We specialize in selling by mail.
Write for beautiful cataog and ful
information regarding' our easy
payment plan.

WE SHIP PREPAID ANYWHERE
INU.S. A.

ELLIS MUSIC CO.

Nevada, Mo.

DYGARD'S CLOTHES

are carefully and skillfully made from
honest materials selected for their
quality.

DYGARD’S CLOTHES are meeting
demands for a quality article by people
who do not confuse low prices and
cheap fabrics with economy.

THE BEST IS THE CHEAPEST

in the end and it always LOOKS BEST
TO THE END.

Cheap clothes look cheap and they make
their wearers “look cheap.”

If You Are Worth Good Clothes
Dygard Should Make Them

Weltmer Institute Visitors from great
cities, who have tried DYGARD’S
CLOTHES, will have no others.

When you visit Nevada, Mo., visit

THOS. DYGARD

MERCHANT TAILOR

“Without quality there can be no
economy”’

MAGAZINE
PRAYERS ARE TRULY ANSWERED

You may be sure, my friend, that when
you pray your prayer and then believe—or
if you cannot positively believe, at least do
not allow your mind to be tortured by doubt
—your seed of prayer will some day bear a
rich harvest of health and strength and
abundance. God never forsakes his children.
He always gives to us ample power, abundant
life and wherewithal to achieve success and
happiness. Trust God, trust yourself, his
child, and hold steadfast to your purpose to
be well and strong, and you) will not be dis-
appointed.

Exerpt from an absent treatment letter
by Ernest Weltmer.

WELTMER PHILISOPHY
(Concluded from Page 5)

velop into such purity of thought and dignity
of character.

He who would attain the heights must first
learn where he stands, know how much of
the truth he has acquired; how great has been
the illumination in his soul. Then he must
start from where he is. He must build his
structure, step by step, knowing that he
chooses his material from the thoughts he
entertains, and that, as he entertains strong
thoughts, he weaves them into the fabric of
his life, thus making his life, a life of suec-
cess and high achievement.

HEALTH-BUILDING EXERCISE
(Concluded from Page 13)

are to walk with a minimum of effort, and
that you are to breathe comfortably and
easily and deeply.

Practice these instructions, going over each
part until you have them all letter perfect, and
then form the habit of walking according to
them. Be sure that your mind is right, that
your interest is increasing and that you are
doing these exercises for the purpose of build-
ing a better body, under more perfect control
of an efficient mind that is acting in harmony
with Divine Wisdom, and God’s purpose in
your life.
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