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FREEMASONRY:
ITS ORIGIN, HISTORY, AND USES.

DELIVERED AT CHICAGO. SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 1888.

INVOCATION.

Infin ite  and E te rn a l God; Thou D ivine A rch itect of the  un iverse; Thou 
W ho h ast fashioned all th ings and  h a s t u p reared  th e  d iv ine s tru c tu re : un to  
Thee Thy ch ild ren  tu rn  in  p raise. Helpless and  feeble as m an is in his infancy, 
th ru s t  in to  o u tw ard  life, n o t know ing from  whence he cam e, and  th ro u g h  all 
his m o rta l being  n o t know ing  w h ith e r he tends, still Thy life  encom passes 
th a t  oblivion an d  fills his life w ith  th e  consciousness of T hy being : beyond 
th e  doub t o f m o rta l b ir th  a n d  d ea th  Thou a r t  th e  enfold ing and  encom pass­
in g  power. E v en  as th e  sun  w ith  orbed splendor pierces th e  darkness of space 
and  g iv e th  lig h t un to  worlds, so do th  th e  A ll Seeing E ye of T hy  love give 
u n to  each th e  know ledge of infinite  pow er. W e w ould p raise  Thee w ith o u t 
ceasing. M ay ev ery  h e a r t  tu rn  to  Thee in  ad o ra tio n  forever. Amen.

DISCOURSE.

There is no  sbibboleth in m odern Freem asonry , n o r is th ere  a n y th in g  m ys­
tica l, m ysterious, n o r  awful.

The essentia l principles of F reem asonry  have been m ade public  and  are 
know n to  a ll w ho care to  know  them .

The orig in  of F reem asonry , as declared  by th e  M asons them selves, by th e ir 
trad itio n s  an d  r itu a ls  in  th e  lodges, m u st be a  sub jec t of ind iv idual reason  or 
investigation , o r  n o t questioned a t  all. V ery  m uch th a t  belongs to  th e  d rder 
n o t only in te re s ts  th e  genera l public, b u t  is valuab le  to  such  as a re  fam ilia r 
w ith  an c ien t symbolism, in  tra c in g  th e  connection  betw een  anc ien t scholarship 
an d  th e  m odern  O rder of Freem asonry .
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Those who expect to  hear an y th in g  p e rta in in g  to  the m ysteries o r secrets of 
'  these rite s  will, of course be d isappoin ted ; b u t i t  is possible th a t  even th e  m asons 

who a re  p re sen t m ay  have in te res t in receiv ing  an  added suggestion concerning 
th a t  which th ey  have been to ld  w ith all solem nity, d a te s  from  the beginning of the 
build ing  of Solom on’s tem ple and was b rough t to  Jerusa lem  by H iram  Abiff. the 
g re a t founder of Freem asonry , th e  bu ilder of the  Temple.

U nquestionably  th ere  a re  m inds w ith in  and w ithou t the O rder who believe th a t  
th e  p re sen t o rgan ization  m ay have had its  o rig in  in  some of th e  ancient guilds; 
as you m ay a lready  know th a t  in E ngland  and a ll over E urope, a f te r  labo r had 
been enslaved, every  species of a rtisan sh ip  was protected , even u n d e r the sanction  
of m onarchies, by orders, o r guilds. Only th e  free-born citizens of the  Anglo 
Saxon race  boasted th e t  they  had never been slaves because th ey  inherited  the 
soil. The laborers, those who perform ed any  k ind of m anual labor, w ere held in 
bondage, as were conquered nations, and un d er th e  ancien t Saxon K ings were 
serfs, sim ilar to  the  serfdom  th a t  recen tly  existed  in  Russia. Those who labored 
as m asons w ere exem pt, we m ean th e  operative  m asons, th e  m asons who bu ilt 
palaces, churches, cathedra ls and  tow ns. I t  is unquestionab ly  tru e  th a t  these 
form ed them selves in to  societies o r  guilds w ith  signs, passw ords &c., and  t r a v ­
eled ab o u t from  place to place; in  th a t  tim e of co m p arativ ely  sm all civ ilization 
there  were few large tow ns to build, th ere  would be occasionally a  cathedra l, on 
every  such occasion th ere  m u st have been a m aste r who understood a rc h ite c tu re ; 
then  th ere  m ust have been members, operative  masons, who p en e tra ted  in those 
days th ro ughou t all E urope; th a t  these m u st have had a  com m on purpose is 
found to  be true, because th ere  a re  some well preserved ru in s  and resto red  
arches of cathedrals, abbeys and churches in E ngland  b u ilt as fa r  back as the  
ten th , tw elfth  and  fo u rteen th  cen turies. An Ita lian  cam e in to  E ngland  in  th e  
th ir te en th  cen tury  whose a rch itec tu re  was perfect. There still rem ains traces of 
tlie m ost surpassing  a rch itec tu re  and  scu lp tu re  which he perform ed by his own 
hand. To suppose th a t  those engaging in such w ork w ere sub jected  to  th e  va ri­
ous v icissitudes o f th e  o rd in a ry  lab o re r is im possible; hence i t  is known th a t  all 
th rough  the  m iddle ages th ere  were guilds of operative  m asons. By some so rt of 
tran sfo rm a tio n  which grow s o u t of the  freedom  of nations, the  g re a te r  lib e rty  ex- 
istin g am o n g  the  laboring  classes, th e  guild  of op erativ e  m asons is certa in ly  n o t a t  
the  p re sen t tim e associated  w ith th e  o rder of F reem asons; bu t, if  i t  is tru e , as the  
Freem asons declare, th a t  th e ir  O rder da tes back to  th e  tim e of the  bu ild ing  of 
Solom on's tem ple, i t  m ig h t also have  becom e in som e m an n er associated  w ith  the 
op erativ e  m asons of th e  m iddle ages. O ur idea  is th a t  bo th  c laim s are  com para­
tive ly  tru e . O ur th eo ry  m ay  o r m ay  n o t be accepted, b u t we c e rta in ly  th in k  the 
guild  and  the O rder have a com m on origin. The guild  o f m asons has precisely the  
sam e sym bols as th e  m asonic o rder has to-day, and th e  sam e sym bols a re  in the 
anc ien t tem ples, in  Jerusa lem , and  in the  m ost an c ien t E g y p tian  inscrip tions. 
These sym bols m u st have been associated  w ith th e  h igher O rder, we m ean by th is 
th e  o rder of ideal F reem asonry , w hich preserved the  in it ia te  by  c e rta in  signs and 
sym bols sacred ly  p laced in  his keep ing ; which also p ro tected  by  i ts  presence the  
o p era tiv e  m ason from  poverty , and  from  such slavery  as th e  w orking m en of all 
lands suffered, u n til v e ry  recen tly , a n d  endured  even under C hristian  civ ilization .
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If  i t  is tru e , as supposed, th a t  K ing  H iram  took w ith  him  in to  Jeru sa lem  any  
num ber of operative  m asons to  build th e  Temple, if i t  is t ru e  th a t  he in itia ted  the  
p ries ts of th e  Tem ple in th e  sacred  rite s  of the  secre t order, then i t  m ust also be 
tru e  th a t  he be tray ed  in som e degree the  sacroduess o f th e  O rder as know n o r 
p reserved in E gpyt, because there  the inscriptions, which are  found in the  tem ple 
a t  Jerusalem , are  held m ost sacred, and could only be im parted  to th e  priests of 
ce rta in  degrees in E gypt. O ur theo ry  is th is : th a t  as the  operative  m asoury  was 
m ost essen tia l to  the  civilized world th a t  th e  guild  of operative  m asons was pro­
tec ted  as long as was necessary u nder the  banner and wing of the higher Free­
m asonry, b u t th a t  behind th e  operative  m ason there  was a still la rg e r  an d  d iv in e r 
secret O rder th a t  m any belonged to  who were fam iliar w ith  the  K abalistic  sym ­
bols in  the  H ebraic  c h u rch ; th a t the  K ab ala  itself, indeed th a t  all those secret 
O rders ex is ting  in the  O rient found th e ir en tran ce  in to  Jerusalem , and from 
thence in to  th e  W estern  c iv ilization . All these were in some degree associated 
w ith the  fo u n d a tio n  of F reem asonry , b u t had no connection  then w ith  the  guild 
of m asons, b u t  w ere called by various sacred names, from  the O rder of Melchis- 
edeck down to  th e  p resen t tim e.

O ur idea  is, also, th a t  the  real, foundation  of the  sym bols and principles, and 
th e  basis of ideal F reem asonry.is to be found in E g y p t : There are  all th e  symbols 
which are adopted  by th e  m odern  o rd e r : th ere  the  circle, the  plane, the  square, 
the  ^triangle, the  six-pointed s ta r  (or double triang le) to  th e  l a t te r  have been 
given various nam es and  v ir tu e s  w hich have been su b s titu ted  fo r  the  ancien t 
nam es of the  D ivin ity . In  o u r opinion the in tro d u c tio n  of the Seal of Solomon 
or the  six-pointed  sta r, is an  innovation  grow ing o u t of the  Jew ish  ignorance of 
the  inner E g y p tian  m eaning of the  six-pointed sta r. We believe th a t  th e  th ree  and 
th e  tw ice three, the  th ree  tim es three, the  fou r tim es th ree  which m eans th e  tw elve 
pointed s ta r  (the  highest sym bol in Freem asonry) were all to  be found  in ancien t 
K abalistic  sym bols; w ere num bered in  the  Sephiro th  and  nam ed in the  Shem oth, 
th a t  the  v a rio u s designations of the Crown and K ingdom , (belonging in Free­
m asonry  to  th e .T h ro n e  of Solomon) are  the  Crown of wisdom, th e  T hrone of 
w isdom : the  K ing  of w isdom ; and the  real in te rp re ta tio n s  are  the rea l key to the  
solution of th e  m y stery  of th is Sacred Seal.

There is no doubt th a t  F reem asonry  has been handed down th rough  two dis­
tin c t ch an n e ls: th rough the Hebrews who p roperly  understood, am ong th e  K abala, 
the m eaning of the symbols, b u t could n o t im p a rt i t  to  those who w ere sim ply 
operatives in ex te rn al m asonry, nor y e t to the  populace; and th rough  Phenicia, 
and Greece in to  m odern Europe, u n til the  tw o have combined.

Y ou know  b u t little  of th is o rd e r; save th a t  as fa r  back as you can trace  its 
h isto ry  i t  has been w ithou t creed, d istinc tion  of race, color or condition , th a t  i t  
has been the  so lven t of n a tio n a l and personal difficulties, th a t  i t  h as reconciled 
kings and countries, th a t  i t  has been m ost liberal in its  profession of h u m an ity , 
th a t  its foundations are  the  essential virtues, th a t  its  chief foundation  is oharitj'. 
love and tru th , th a t  wisdom is the basis of all understanding.

Beyond all this, you also know th a t, while in some periods of the  Rom an 
Catholic church  i t  has been favored  by the  popes, who have them selves been 
in itia ted  in to  the  m ysteries of the  Order, the R om an Catholic church  a t  las t
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becam e jealous of its  pow er and p laced a  ban  upon it. In  m odern civil­
iza tio n  i t  is no t recognized in  th e  R om an C atholic church a t  a ll; a lthough 
there are, unquestionab ly , m an y  ind iv idual m em bers of the  priesthood 
who belong to th is m ost m ysterious order. All th rough  the  m iddle ages in  the 
early  h isto ry  of th e  church  i t  was accepted, and  it  is believed th a t  i t  is 
owing to  Freem asonry, and  the presence in the  O rder of m any  p ries ts  and popes 
th a t m any  of these anc ien t sym bols have been p re se rv e d ; b u t m asons will surely 
no t be offended when we declare th a t  th e  o rig ina l m eaning of the  sym bols have 
been lost, and  th a t  th ey  can only be found by tra c in g  the o rig inal and ancien t 
m eaning in  the sym bols them selves. R ecen t discoveries in E gyp t, and the  t r a ­
cing of those discoveries dow n to  the build ing  of Solom on’s tem ple, proves th a t  the 
E g y p tian  sym bols and  the  sym bols in the Holy of Holies in Solom on’s tem ple are 
the sam e ; th a t  sim ilarity  proves th a t  the  u ltim ate  solution of them  m u st be the  same, 
w hether m athem atical o r  w hether belonging to  th e  m ystic  synonym s of the nam e 
of G od ; th a t  o ther nam es have been su b s titu ted  for the  la tte r , as i t  was p rofane to 
hand dow n either th e  sacred Shem oth  or the  sacred Sephirotli fo r th e  [ex ternal 
and u n in itia ted  masses of m ankind to  speak; these, therefore, have* been nam ed 
v irtues. These v irtu es form  the  card inal principles o r  basis of th e  o rder itself.

Then there  is in  th e  anc ien t E g y p tian  r itu a l th a t  which clearly  traces the ori­
gin of the  ideal Freem asonry . The plane or level upon which all Freem asons 
m eet, or should meet, is the basic line of the  pyram id , as i t  is also the basis of every  
geom etrical co m puta tion ; in  th e  trian g le  the two sides form  th e  tw o equila te ra l 
lines which, added to  the  first, m ake up the  com plete solution of the  circle. U ntil 
the triang le  was discovered the  square  was th e  only so lvent of th e  circle (and 
th a t  only approxim ately ,) as th e  square  is also one of th e  essen tia l symbols of 
operative  m asonry, and as the  triang le  is the  basis of all py ram id ia l form s of 
building.

I t  is n o t singular th a t  op erativ e  m asonry  th rough  th e  guilds, and ideal, 
m athem atical and sacred F reem asonry  should have been confounded; n o r is i t  
s tran g e  if  in  the m iddle ages, in  the  early  c iv ilization  of E urope, these tw o were 
m ingled in  some degree u n d e r the  p ro tec tio n  of th e  h igher O rder. W e believe, 
however, m ost positively, th a t  in  the  o rig in  o f F reem asonry  i t  w as n o t in tended  
for op erativ e  m asonry, b u t to  convey, geom etrically  and  m athem atically , to  the 
m ind of m an  the essen tia l princip les o f th e  a rch ite c tu re  o f th e  un iverse  as the  
basis of th e  divine scholarship and  learning*: aud  in  sym bols to  convey a  m eaning 
superior to  th a t  which was m erely  inciden t to  th e  m echanical perform ance in o u t­
w ard  building.

As th e  basis of a ll th ings, th a t  which is level, th a t  which is p lane, th a t  which 
m eets the  eye a t  th e  horizon, th a t  which form s th e  basis[of all upbuild ing  m u st be 
taken  as the  only s ta n d a rd  of the  beginning of th ings. So u n til the  trian g le  was 
discovered the  square  m u st be tak en  as the  so lven t of the  circle which was the 
com pletion of all th ings. A m ong th e  ancien ts th e  fo u r sides of th e  square, w ere 
given sacred  nam es, i t  was considered as th e  basis of all w orship; th is  is the  sam e 
as in  th e  O rienta l and B rahm inical religions, and  suggests th e  idea  th a t  th is sam e 
sym bolism  belonged u n to  B rahm inical nations, and also form ed the  basis fo r the
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preserva tion  of the  four qualities of th e  B rahm inical D eity, (the th ree  and the  one 
w hich m akes th e  fourth .)

There is m uoh in  th e  va rio u s symbols of o p era tiv e  m asonry  to  suggest th a t 
all the  sym bols and m echanical im plem ents here used were used in th e  sense of 
supplem enting  and m aking m ore clear hum an v irtues, by  fa m ilia r  lines of in te r­
p re ta tions, and  were no t in tended  as being  associated w ith the p a r ticu la r  opera­
tion  of building itself.

W hichever line of reasoning, or h is to ry  yon choose to  accept, i t  is certain ly  a 
m ost rem arkable  fac t th a t  in  th is n in e teen th  cen tury , which seems to  b ring  the 
so lu tion  of all these problem s, there  a re  b ro u g h t to  ligh t from  E g y p t, and from  
the  Orient, these sym bols; and th a t they  exac tly  correspond in  sen tim en t though 
no t in  language to  the  in te rp re ta tio n  held by the  Freem asons. W hether the  
la t te r  borrow ed them  from  the  K abala, who in troduced  them  in to  F reem asonry , 
o r w h e th e r  F reem asonry  itself was know n in  E gypt, and was carried  in to  Je ru ­
salem  and then  d istribu ted  over the W estern  world you m u st be th e  judges. We 
th in k  th a t  th e  lines are  tw ofold, as said  before, by which the  real and th e  false 
m asonry  have been handed dow n. One lino is th rough  Phen icia  an d  Greece in to  
Rom e and to  E urope; the  o th er th ro u g h  Jerusa lem  and  th e  H ebraic K ab a la  in to  
the  h is to ry  of the  H ebrew s and  thence in to  E u ro p e; and  th a t  b o th  tides were 
blended som ewhere abou t the beginning of th e  C hristian  era.

The foundations of m odern F reem asonry  are, of course, in  th e  m oral sense of 
m an and re la te  to the In fin ite ; to  th e  brotherhood of m a n ; to  the  ex ten tio n  of 
ch arity , kindness, and good will to w ard  all. These also form  th e  bases of all the 
h ighest religions in the  world. B u t th e  one g re a t m erit connected w ith  F reem a­
sonry is, th a t  i t  has been excep tionally  free from  dogm atism  and c reed ; while 
in troduced  in to  every  co u n try , beneath  all climes, th ere  still has been no pu rsu ­
in g  of any especial line of c reed  o r dogm a.

The organ ization  of F reem asonry  is in  Lodges, C hapters, and E ncam pm ents. 
The Blue Lodge, which is the anc ien t foundation  of F reem asonry , co n ta in s all the 
essential principles. The C hapters and E ncam pm ents seem to  us o rn am en ta l de­
grees probably in troduced  since the a d v en t of C h ristian ity  for the  purpose of 
p ro p itia tin g  popes and kings, especially th a t  they  m ight n o t suppress th e  orig inal 
Order.

The Blue Lodge has th ree  degrees: the  E n tered  a p p re n tic e ; th e  Fellow crafts- 
inan, and M aster Mason. In  these m ust be included all the card inal principles 
of F reem asonry . So fn r as the chap ters and encam pm ents are concerned they  
are  no t essentia l nor a re  th ey  m ystical, b u t they  re la te  to  supplem ental ideas, 
incorporated  no doub t by p a rticu la r  kings and ru lers who wished to m ake the o r­
der a  little  m ore exclusive and, also, who wished to honor some favored  ones in 
th e ir  courts o r dom inions w ith  th e  bestow m ent of the new  degrees of the  Order. 
These up to  the  highest degree give no added light, no illum ing pow er beyond the  
first three  degrees th a t  we have n a m e d : so fa r as those th ree  degrees are con­
cerned, Masons them selves will agree th a t  the solem nity of the  in itia tion , th a t  the 
im portance of hum an life, th a t  the  v arious m oral precepts are  in  them selves 
sufficiently b inding to  m ake a world wide renovation  and refo rm ation  if fol­
lowed out.
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I t  is doubtless tru e  th a t  in m any  ages when barbarism  was still in  exis­
tence, when th ere  w ere co m p arativ ely  few degrees of c iv ilization , when the  
whole w orld was, perhaps, a t  th e  m ercy of kings and ru lers  th is  becam e a  g re a t 
p ro tec tion  to hum an life, to hum an v irtu e , and to  hum an possessions; and we 
th ink  a t  one tim e co n stitu ted  a lm ost the  only m ethod fo r p reserv ing  the sym bols, 
and some portion  of th e ir  derivations, the  m eanings of which are  now being in te r­
p re ted  all over the world.

W e a re  a t  a  loss, how ever, to  discover th a t  in th is n in e teen th  cen tu ry  Free­
m asonry, aside from  its  prestige, its  an c ien t influence—the fellow ship of peasan t 
and king,—can be of any  especial va lue  am ong C hristian  and enlightened nations. 
If the m ason is bound by the  tie  of bro therhood  to  his fellow m ason, is no t 
hu m an ity  bound by  the  comm on tie  of the b ro therhood  of m ankind? If i t  was 
necessary before the  ad v en t of th e  C hristian  re lig ion  th a t  in civilized na tio n s 
there should bo added p ro tec tion  besides th a t  which kings and ru le rs  gave, sure ly  
those who look to the teach ings of C hrist and the Serm on on th e  M ount do n o t 
need any  o ther inducem ent for fellowship and kindness to w ard  each o th e r; even 
though th ey  have been d isgusted  w ith  the creeds and  dogm as of th e  church, the  
comm on voice of h u m an ity , the high en lightenm ent of th e  p resen t day , m akes of 
every place of assem blage—or should m ake it—a lodge of F reem aso n ry : good 
fellowship, brotherhood, c h a r ity  and  every  h ighest ty p e  besides. I t  is un ­
questionably  tru e  th a t  in m odern  tim es the qualities th a t  once adorned  those 
who gained adm ission to  those m ysterious rites, a re  no longer insisted  upon. 
There was a tim e when, like the K n igh ts of the R ound Table o f K ing A u tb e r 
of old, none could be ad m itted  save those who w ere m ost honorable, highest 
in v irtue, and m ost loyal to  th e ir  king, m ost exem plary  in  th e ir  daily  life, m ost 
tru e  in their love to  th e ir  b e tro th ed  or th e ir  w ife; th is form ed th e  s ta n d a rd  of 
the K nigh ts of the  R ound Table; in  an c ien t days i t  form ed th e  s tan d ard  of 
those ad m itted  to the  h ighest o rder of Freem asonry . T oday i t  is supposed to  
form  th e  standard , b u t every' one knows th a t  th is is no t lite ra lly  tru e , th a t  h u ­
m an ity  is n o t challenged and p u t to  th e  test, as in fo rm er days, before en te rin g  
this degree; because all th e  w orld m akes g rea ter d em an d : outside th ere  a re  ns 
m any requ irem en ts of hum an v ir tu e  as w ith in  an y  secre t o rgan ization .

W e believe th a t  all these associated  organizations have b ro u g h t m ankind, 
however, to con tem pla te  the  possible b ro therhood  of m an, and  in the  m idst of 
striv ing , con ten tion , differences of positions, g rea t peril and  calam ity', carried  
m an th rough  all those perils w ith g re a t safe ty . We believe them  valuable if one 
needs a shield of stren g th , the  screen o r assistance of a  secret o rgan ization . But 
why should any  m an need it, why should i t  be needed in  th is  day  of en ligh t­
enment, when the public press, the h ighest s tan d ard  of lite ra tu re , and society 
itself should requ ire  th a t  every' one stepp ing  w ith in  its  sacred pale should be as 
exem plary in  life as is expected of the  m ost exem plary  Freem ason?

H ow ever, i t  m ust be a m a tte r  of ind iv idual opinion w hether th is society, o r 
association, o r any  o th er secret o rgan ization , is of social o r m oral value today . 
There w as a  tim e when it  m ight have governed the polities of the w o rld ; i t  can 
do so no longer. There was a tim e when kings and priests, when popes and ru lers 
m ight be bended by its  power, th is  tim e is p a s t;  b u t there still is tim e for such 
as m ay need its  impulse, its  aspiration , to  aid  them  iu ca rry in g  forw ard  any g re a t 
work in  life, the  highest unfo ldm ent of the  ind iv idual n a tu re , i t  m ay be th a t  i t  is 
now required . To those who a re  com paratively  enlightened, those whose m inds 
are beyond th e  pale of m ere e x te rn a l cerem onials th ere  is l ittle  th a t  is now 
a ttra c tiv e : chiefly because th ey  find in  o th er works, in o th er sources the
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sam e so lven t of life; because of the  secret occult forces in the world today  th a t 
reveal, no t only the  ancien t m ysteries of Freem asonry , bn t also revea l th a t  which 
leads beyond any  e x te rn a l form  o r o rder to  find the  m ysteries of life, and the  
hum an sp irit itself. So if  th e  Serm on on the  M ount and the  Golden Rule be the 
s tan d ard  of life you do no t need Freem asonry . E ven if th e  teach ings of Buddha, 
who also tau g h t the  essential basis of the  Golden Rule and the fellowship of man. 
be followed you do no t need F reem aso n ry ; and if  the  comm on voice of a com ­
mon hum anity , th a t  in  every  age and  clime rises up to  declare the  fellowship 
and  b ro therhood  of m an, the  doing u n to  o thers as you  would be done by, the 
san c tity  of h um an  life, and  of hum an v irtue , then  you do n o t need Freem asonry . 
B u t if  there  is b u t a  lim ited  idea of these b roadest principles then  th ere  m ay 
be need.

We find no fau lt w ith those who un ite  th rough  com panionship, love of society, 
o r even th a t  innocen t love of d isp lay  which comes from  the  various adornm ents 
of the  o rn am en ta l degrees; fo r th is  desire we have no criticism , we on ly  s a y : th a t 
life itself is a  g re a t and wonderful lodge, and th a t  every  hum an being en ters a t 
b irth  the sam e kind of A ppren ticesh ip  th a t  is suggested in  the  first degree of Free­
m aso n ry ; th a t  every  hum an being passes th rough  in m iddle life th e  Fe llow craft; 
and very  few a tta in  the  ideal degree of M aster Mason, though  m any  m ay  claim  
it, and  all m ay  assum e i t  who have passed th ro u g h  the  form  of in itia tio n  in  the 
m ystic  lodge.

W hen we consider th a t  th e  whole of hum an life is to  in s tru c t m an  in  the 
h igher and d iv iner f ra te rn ity , all these secre t o rders w ill have lo st th e ir  m ystery , 
and th e ir cunning. W ith  the  eyes of angels upon y o u  w ho read  every  though t, 
un d erstan d  every  m otive, and  w ith  th e  All Seeing Eye, whose presence is in 
every  hum an spirit,, is m ade m an ifest b y  th e  conscience th a t  is there, w ith 
th is in te rp re ta tio n  you m ay clasp hands w ith th e  E gyp tian , w ith  th e  B rahm in, 
w ith the  Jew , w ith  the  C hristian , w ith  the  infidel, and find fellowship w ith all. 
U nder the  highest in te rp re ta tio n  you m ay pass beyond th e  ex te rn a l cerem onial, 
the  d ifferent degrees th a t  lead  to  th e  R oyal A rch of F reem asonry , and  find th a t 
those are  the  stepping-stones of life th a t  lead  to  the  sacred  in n er tem ple  where 
God’s presence is found in  every  hum an  sp irit, an d  w here all a re  in itia ted  
th ro u g h  sorrow , and tria ls, and discipline, to  m eet th a t  d ea th  which certa in ly  is 
no t oblivion, and is n o t th e  end of all.

TH E  L A S T  D EG REE.

riM PKOM TU POEM ]

“E n te red  app ren tice”  all m u st be 
In  th e  v e ry  hour of m o rta l b i r th ;

U nclothed the  form  in  in fancy  
And unshelte red  upon th e  earth .

W hether in  p easan t h u t o r palace hall 
The form  finds refuge, even there 

There is one pow er over all 
“W e m eet on th e  level and p a r t  on the sq u a re .”
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“ F ellow craftsm en” all m u st be 

In th e  pilgrim age of life, on e a rth  
Taking the  six steps, tw o tim es th ree ,

R evealing the  pow er of t r u th  an d  worth,
B ut w hether we gain  perfec tion ’s height,

Or w hether dispersed in em p ty  air.
All m u st view  the  th o u g h t arigh t,

“Upon the  level and on the  square."

A nd if we reach the th ird  degree 
And M aster m asons we become 

T h a t th rough  the  ‘-Royal A rch ” m ust bo 
Suggestive of the heavenly hom e;

I t  is only by th e  th o u g h t d iv in e ;
God’s pow er encom passes us there  

The ‘-all seeing eye” is a t  the  shrine,
“W e m eet on the  level and p a r t  on the sq u are ."

The “L ion” of J u d a h ’s m ystic  tribe 
M ay hold us in  his subtle “paw ,”

The “E agle” soaring  to w ard  the  sky.
May dow nw ard  swoop w ith  m ystic  “c law :"

B u t w hether we recognize i ts  power 
Upon the  e a rth  o r in th e  a ir  

W e clasp each o th e r by th a t  dow er 
“W e m eet on the  level and p a r t  on the sq u a re ."

As the  “po in ts of fellow ship” are  five 
In th is one m ystical degree,

W e m eet a t  the  six th  and lip  to  ear 
R eveal the  lig h t of m aso n ry :

B u t even w ith  all the secrets known 
There is none so high b u t  even there.

W e m ust by  the  pow er of God alone 
“M eet on th e  level and p a r t  on the sq u a re .”

A nd when the  g re a t “G rand  M aster” death  
Shall sum m on us th ro u g h  the  “R oyal A rch ,” 

A nd o u t of e a r th ’s all fleeting  breath ,
We pass w ith  souls th a t  onw ard  m arch,

The uAll Seeing Eye"  beholds us come 
A nd “P a s t G rand M aster” , God, is there.

F o r His presence is all o u r home,
“W e m eet on the  level and p a r t  on the sq u a re ."

B E X E D IG  TIO X.

B eneath the dom e of heaven, under the lig h t of the UAU Seeing Eye” m ay all 
good fellowship b a  yours. Amen.
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