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INVOCATION.

Infinite God, Eternal Source of life and light; Thou Whom men name
Jehovah, Allah, Lord, vet Whose divine and perfect light, nameless forever-
more, is manifest in every form of being; Who art revealed in earth and sky;
in the many forms of beauty and loveliness that fill all space, alike in the
blade of grass and blooming flower, in the worlds that move responsive to
Thy law, and in the glittering sun: Thou Who art ensphered in light, Whao
ensphereth all things in the light of Thy Love. We praise Thee forevermore,
not only for the manifold blessings of the visible universe, not only for all
the beauty and fruition of earthly life, but for that which is more divine, the
fruition of the spiritual, the loveliness of the life divine. While men wage
war with one another, while selfishness and crime are abroad in the world,
while human habitations are shrouded, sometimes, in darkness and fear, and
human hearts are bowed down in anguish unto the dust, still from out the
shadow the light appears, and from the darkness of human misery the prom-
ise of life eternal is made manifest. O may every heart learn the lesson of
Thy Love, every human spirit know the majesty of Thy Wisdom and Thy
Knowledge, and turn, not only with ahiding trust, but with dutiful and rev-
erentinl feet, unto these paths of light wherein the ways of truth and love are
made manifest, and Thy power revealed unto man. Not among the great,
not among the exalted in the earthly estate, but in lowly ways, in paths of
humility, in the ways appointed by prophets and seers, where the light of rey- 4
elation shows the truth divine, and where the meek and lowly Jesus led unto S
the altar of perfect sacrifice. O may Thy qhﬂdmn behold how, traced in
every lmrmng orb that moves in space, llld f | in every living thlng,

Doubtless most, if not all, of you
Bulshinzzar's feast in the Book of Danii
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ar, the vessels of gold and secret treasures were
at after a time Nebuchadnezzar turned to the troe
was a follower of worldliness and pride, was a
fond of feasting and revelry, of giving splendirl
of the land. A thousand Satraps thronged the
‘that gleamed therefrom revealed the gorgeous-
lendor, of this reigning king.

sment of this festival that Belshazzar ordered his slaves
gold and silver that had been taken from the Tem-
tes and secret worship of the Temple: and
'-ﬁnd goblets and all the guests and household
‘the sacred vessels of Jehovah. You will re-
 high, as the wine flowed fast and freely, that
the wall, beyond the lamp that was upon the
4 man’s hand, writing upon the wall, and the

‘men, not one of his sages or seers, could interpret
the wall; the queen knowing some of the captives of
the king to send for one whose name was Daniel,
awith gifts by the gods, who could interpret visions and
nd it was Daniel who came into the hall of revelry,
sppreted the message which had been given. You will re-
en Jerusalem had fallen under the ban of the Most
caused her downfall, when her prophets had been
put to death, when her sacred vessels torn from the
first by ambition, then by the reverence of Nebuchad-

' of this inscription, declaring to him the downfall
m that he had been weighed in the balance and

ttle sentence shows that in this symbol, or in this
tion of the most occult forces and powers of earth;
blets and from the vessels of gold they praised the
brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone; each of these
the most sacred symbolsof the Orvient. And they

from the inmermost Temple, the secrets of the Tem-
words the gods of gold, of silver, of brass, of iron, of
nbolized the different periods of spiritual life and light
ld was first and foremost, and was illustrated in
_‘ rved only by the priests, understood only by
profanad, only these varipus deities were praised;
ughing stock of all the company assembled, or
vorshiy all gods that would bring them the gratifica-

1] 1 on thﬁa night of their feasting,
ng, the age of gold, the age of silver, the age of
ne xlu'o m:ce:slvely performed with the history
il the lowest, the stone, and carving out from the
the earth the habitations of man, then levelling the
ufficiently masters of the earth itself to pro-
dminerals, the things that shall serye his purpose.
ancient Masonic craft, and were sacredly stored
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away in temples and were a portion of the worship in the temples, were under-
stood by the Rabbis alone, they alone who were initiated in the Cabalistic, or
innermost, meaning of these words could handle these sacred goblets, they nlone
could interpret the meaning of these precious symbols: yet it was well known
to Belshuzzar that he was, not only violating the sanctity of the Temple and pro-
faning the sacred name of the three-fold God of Egypt, but he was also, in all his
life, n follower after Mammon, and Moloch, the gods and deities that had been
condemned by prophets. censured by seer and sage, from whom his father had
turned unto the Most High: yet, notwithstanding this profanation occurred, it
was not so much that these vessels of gold and silver were brought forth, but
that the spirit of the whole oceasion was one of blasphemy and revelry, the cul-
mination of a kind of profanity that, even then and there, the spiritual powers
of the Divine Love beyond must check.

The warning upon the wall, the banqueting hall, Belshazzar, the whole his-
tory of the feast, and the symbols referred to in the worship of the different gods,
are a portion of that sublime symbolism, which had its origin in the first inspi-
ration of earth, to show that when man departs from his highest knowledge,
when he leaves the altitude of his spiritual teaching, when he descends to con-
tact with the earth and earthliness, when the Deity he worships is profanely
assaulted, then all the sacred symbols of his life are turned into perjury and
forgetfulness: are drowned in intoxication and revelry: it is a warning that then
and there the Hand Writing appears upon the wall of whatsoever temple hall, or
place of festival. human beings meet in.  Whether it be upon the walls of your
own heart or mind, or whether it be upon the palace walls of kings, or whether
it be on the walls of the legislative halls of the nation; whenever and wheraver
the sacred name of the Most High is violated, is profaned, and man converts his
physical body into a charnal house of revelry, then and there the hand writing
appears.  In ancient Egypt it appeared, and whether it was on the stones of the
pyramids, piled one above the other, or whether it was in those cities submerged
by vawuning earthquakes, still the power of corruption dwelling in the midst of
Egypt's kings brought about their downfall. And when the most sacred name,
the three-fold name. of which the three-fold stone is the symbol, had ceased to
have a sacred meaning, and all Egypt worshiped many gods and were following
after the deities of the senses, were bowing down before the images of lesser
divinities, then and there, npon all those buildings, upon the temple of Ion, of
the City of the Sun. upon those mystical, mythical walls of Hermes, upon the
wonderful tablets, where even now are traced the learning of centuries, was
written in the mystical hand writing. the fingers of & man’s hand writing, the
warning: “MENE MENE TEREL UPHARSIN.  This, also, was the voice that spoke the
warning of the downfall of Jerusalem; this, also was the manifestation that

came to Belshazzar as & symbol of his downfall in lheworldﬂnm‘ndoomnﬂon d
in whi«.h he hViﬂ- i y Apd

every wall of e
downfall to sho
ple is dedicated
city of ancie
Romish Empire
that came
to visit modes
eternal xtmn% 0
pride and ambition
it the ldngdoml
the drunkeness
Religion, man
home and family
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god, there upon the walls of this very temple of
Wﬁﬂng already appears.

for still greater empire, for an outlet into India,

d upon her walls, and the voice of this Neme-

rophets, who do not hesitate to tell the imperi-

‘that there is destruction and downfall in exact

ppears in France, and alternately holds sway

s the heart. In Germany, under the ban of

at the life of her people, the Hand Writing is

jan, enlightened, liberal, and almost free

jnl pride, upon the monarchy that sustains

netimes by injustice, the fingers of a man’s

No one can doubt its import; no one can

all places where men serve Mammon under
drink in the golden goblets, that are the symbols
ing the name of purity with the worship of
f worldliness. Take not this t/on liternllv it does

ie purpo means in all temples of human praise where
hness is advoc ~ who bend before the altars, that they are

4 wherever the letter tukes the place of the
the place of the humility of Christ; wherever
policy of the world.

means more than that the vessels of gold, sil-
re carved out of these substances, it means that
lden goblets of life and drink therefrom unto
tlives are pure, unless the nation is exalted.
free which declares it, unless the conscience

ving Mammon, you profess to serve human-
uman life when you profess to serve the

it is that which comes to every individual.

: . held slmply as a cloak for blasphemy and
Ashnesn. uption there is in, individual life that takes
b 0f ntlines _lqhghood and fiction there isin the individ-
ypoerisy in the one who bends before the shrine
'ven profess to follow the Golden Rule:—it

d up before all men's eyes the Golden Rule
de the golden goblets of human lives, and

er and nations wage war with one another:
lnw, man seeks to evade and avoid his respons-
when if the laws are formed in justice men
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violate them for selfish purposes, when the power and the protection of the law |,
allows him to do an injustice to his fellow man: it comes in response to all these,
and the lesson is one of all history. First labor, thrift, and then prosperity as
the result of that Iabor, then an abundance, then the revelry, then the corrup-
tion.

It comes under the name of human selfishuess, that takes away from homan
life all its sweetness, and declares, that in all the universe, it is best to protect
self first. Against this law and edict, not only of all Christiun lands, but of all
corrupt lands of the world, the voice of the Infinite has ever been sent forth;
and the Sermon on the Mount is the wine poured into the golden goblets of
life, which men even now refuse to drink in the temple aud altar of pure hearts,
but climb into corrupt places and highways for the worship of Mammon.

We are not blaming individuals each life must fulfill according to its light.
We are not blaming nations, we are only stating that we know it is true, that hu-
man propensities, appetites, and selfishness, than which the life of man has no
greater tempter, prevail. that then and there the golden goblats of life are vio-
lated, the sacred shrines of the temple are defiled, and the Writing comes upon
the walls.

Whatsoever material powers or power stand between man and the knowl-
edge of that which is true the Hand Writing on the various walls—sometimes
without violence—comes. It is not always needful—as under the Hebraic kings—
that the temple shall fall with bloodshed; it is not always that pride, envy, and
maulice disappear in physical violence: the violence that sometimes comes within,
when the stroggle is in the individual, between the two natures of worldliness
and sanctity, is in itself a battle, than which you counld have no more fierce
struggle. if ten thousand thousand foes were at war againstoneanother, Watch
the battle in your own life when the moral nature is striving for the ascend-
ency, and the selfish nature is likewise striving, is there not a conflict! And
finally, when the moral nature is fully aroused, does not the rebellious king,
which represents the temporal power of your own nature, give way before the
light and splendor of that which came in response to the Hand Writing on the
wall?

Does it not come even to the churches, when under the power of prosperity
they arrogate to themselves the right to stund between God and the conscience
of man, to make creed take the place of the spirit, and the written letter to take
the place of inspiration. and the external formulas of the church to take the
place of the true life and light within! Then comes the breaking up of the walls
of the material church, and all the reformation that the church has known has
been because of the defiling of the sacred goblets of Jehovah, the goblets of the
spirit, the sacred wine of the kingdom of the soul. Out from the ancient church
this voice brought the people, when under the inspiration of Jesus the true spirit
was revealed to take the place of the letter of the Hebrews: it came again, when
under the dominion of the State cuumheombinuunn. the whole authority of
Christendom was oxhlnthd reing man to obey the man-

ent, and past prevai

It has come now
exalted and the humbli
and the laborer lli ;

mnan bends in homp_cg .




Qty. turns aside from his convictions, drink-
his manhood whatever wine is offered from

" imperial Mammon. You cannot deny it,
one offering. the one homage that, day and

elds are invaded by it, your mechanism is run
4 nomerated in this book are the gods that
s of Jehovah, which are the vessels of pure
freedom, of the honor, integrity, and honesty

@ the purposes of Mammon: and men dri
dom for themselves alone: they drink to lib
sue their selfish aims: they drink to prosper

of Jehovah that your fore-fathers drank,
mstitution for freedom the clause concerning
the goblets of gold defaced and defiled
@ not in all the various legislatures of your
uch wine drinking unto the gods of earth
gislation the fingers to come forth writing,

i, if there is justice, liberty, aud equality
striving for spoils! If you believed one

-.l:odindian of North America, is more hon-

If you do not believe, where are the men who
v are they tolerated in places of public trust!
the result of the reign of Belshazzar in

it that which was intended as a benefit
eans of oppression. The Hand Writ-

he walls that regulate the powers of
ations, monopolies and other bodies, wheu
wivania, can find one of the most gigan
‘that which is unlaswful: and when in ac-

ons were depriving men and women of
unced eriminal; and that was verified

vall of the present day, that to day
midst who perceive that this reign of
aniel may be that interprets

Jof alittle child, or a woman, or the
speakar like Wendell Phillips. who at

: tion of w labor party to point
‘Whether L'e was ths Daniel or another, this
! en given, the powers of Mam-
the individual or in society,

or in erowns, or in kingdoms,

ty and unselfishness, long pre.
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dicted by poets, seers, and sages, and it will at last have a hearing. As patient-
ly as the black man waited for the dawn of the day of freedom, never taking
the power into his own hands when he had it, never raising the hand of the mid-
night assasin, but only praying that the God of Isreal would also hear hisprayer:
50 the enrth has waited for this sign that now appears, Make no mistake, Daniel
did not say to the servitors nnd slaves surrounding Belshazzar, rise up and slay
this muan, it was the Hand Writing on the wall that said he was doomed, and
down went his temple, and down went his empire, and down went all that pow-
er that was the result of the ill.gotten and ill-used riches intrusted to this
faithless king. Those who are intrusted with the riches of the earth, if they
prove faithful stewards, if they consider that these gifts are given them for
their kind, they do no wmoral wrong. There is no moral wrong in the mind that
conscientiously fulfills its duty, it is worldliness that wears the garb of this king;
it is not the Belshazzer that is in the individual alone, but it is the Belshazzar in
the prevailing spirit of the Nineteenth century that makes of Mammon a god
and uses the golden goblets to drink wine in the festival of materialism that is in
the world to day.

The Church, the State, society, business, are all partaking equally of this
feast, and even those who see better things, do not exactly know how they are
to come or in what way; they are waiting for the Hand Writing that is to come
on the wall. 1t has not bade any one to do any thing, but if the interpretation
is given, they shall speak the word of interpretation, and it shall have its effect
in the hearts of their hearers, and the voice of unselfishness shall come forth
from the places where it has been long buried, and the world shall witness it.

We are not of those who consider that all the changes that shall come in the
world, must needs be accompanied by bloodshed; we believe that a revolution
has been wrought in the direction of spiritual truth, greater than the world has
ever seen and not one drop of blood has been shed: tears there have been many,
persecutions many, social ostracism abundant, and the crucifixion that all have
suffered who have dared to perceive the light of spiritual truth; yet within
thirty seven years there has been wrought a revolution in man’s religious na-
ture, in his spiritual perception, in man's fear of death, the grave and its terrors
have been swallowed up under the light of this truth; a bloodless revolution,
that makes every material temple of worship, even now, crumble and fall away
under its power, and leads man and woman to the altar of the spirit for worship.
What has been wrought in this way can be wroughtin other ways and forms.

In New York the very feast of Belshazzar has been witnessed. No other
city in all this land—we doubt if any in the world—has suffered such municipal
corruption as New York; you know it, you acknowledge it, every body believes
it; somebody has seen the Hand Writing upon the wall. It may mean but very
little to politicians, but it meansa great deal more than they will confess, thatsuch
# mun as Henry George has an unsought constituency of over fifty thousand men in
New York City; it may mean but very little that this man who has never been a pol-
itician,who has studied statesmanship, pollﬁoal economy, capital and labor, who
has been called dreamer, Utopinn, ‘the
the lawyers, and men of all 1
mayor of Gotham. It may no!
Hand Writing on the wall,
midst of political corruption
men of all the lnnd have said,
people.

You are not yet ready fo
for an ideal municipal gove
Unitarian, with all the deno.
proves that the Hand Wri
yoice of the new life hns been
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cago is next to New York in corruption; this
e you may be nearer an ideal government than
of reaction, cities, sometimes, rebound into a
d if the long'lhle of abuses in the government
bring about a reaction there, you may hope for the
ing that will bring to your knowledge the idea that
ol‘ hould Fo hand in hand, that the true lover of his
1wuld serve it, that he who represents the honesty, in-
ellence of the community is the best qualified to be its
ad of fleeing away from politics, as the best men of your
g re, would it not be well for them to turn around” and
rwould like to have it, what they declare it should be,
wall, and serve humanity more and themselves

wve to build up, the beautiful places that nre all over
ire, and learning will not suftice, if in the midst of
I that is either indifferent or corrupt. Surely the day
ﬁ!_}@ngthvcomo, such time as every man, with trueintegrity
SEIVE is country in the ballot box as he should serve
family at home, and his soul in the golden goblets that

THE ROSETTA STONE.

oem given at the close of the morning dis ]
On the platform being an image of the Rosetta -
- adorned with moss and autumn leaves. |

‘We bring to Egypt's ancient stone
_ Our offering of autumn leaves,
Whose splendor is a crown alone
‘Greater than the Pharaohs' golden sheaves:
Greater than the highest crown of light
Revealed in Egypt's ancient might.

Are not the splendors of the day
Poured out upon these leaves of gold,
And gold aud crimson every ray !
The ancient story that has been told
In the pavilions of the sky
Where truth and love can never die!

Before EE ypt’s power was known
The light of the sun came forth to bless,
To l|‘m:qmre on_earth the perfect throne
That at the last in perfectness
Gleams ont in praise at autumn time,
The symbol of the life Divine,

But the Rosetta Stone is here,

That sacred threefold stone, whose light
Alone could pierce the charmed sphere

Of the Infinite’s blessed power and might.

By whose inscription learned men
Could find the key of wisdom old,
Trace back unto Osiris’ days,
Prove how the pure sunshine, with its gold,
Has lighted up the rays of light
In Egypt's ancient night.

Yes: a sacred stone because its power
Was typical of Jehovah's name,
Because inseribed thereon the power
Truth, whose sacred flame
Iumined the far Orient,
When the sun’s rays were sent,

But still we have our autumn leaves,
Sixfold the prism of God's Love
I8 given to us, the garnered sheaves
Of Egypt's wisdom from above,
That is poured on the world to day
In the six pointed star, whose ray
1s double that of the Rosetta Stone,
The symbol of the Holy One,
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PRESENTATION OF SPIRITUALISM.

A PAVER ARRANGED UY THE GUIDES OF

MRS. CORA L.

FOR

V. RICHMOND,

THE

WORLD'S PARLIAMENT O¥ RELIGIONS,

AT

CHICAGO, OCTOBER, 1893.

ISSUED

0y

NATIONAL SPIRITUALISTS ASSOCIATION,
600 Pennsylvania Avenue S. E.,
Washington, . C,

READ AND PRESENT TO YOUR NEIGHBOR.

" God 15 epirit, and they who worship Him must
worship In spirit and in truth,"—Jesus.

S Naw, brethren, conocerning Spiritual gifts, T
would not have you ignorant.*—St. Paul.

“ Millions of Spiritunl beings walk tho earth both
when wo wake and when we sleep.''— Milton,
Heslod.

" A little eloud s rising In the west not larger
than & man's hand, which will one day oversproad
the earth; thut cloud is Spiritualism."—Lord

",

* I have not had time {o the midst of a busy life,
while solving the problem of humun frecdom, to
investigate the phenomens of Spiritualism, never-
tholess, I believe its philosopby and phonomena
are true, and that Spiritualism will be the religion
of the future.”—Theodore Parker,

“Sooner than we imagine the day will dawn

ess solemce will be an unsclentific at-

when a il
surdity.—Gilis B, Stebbins.
GENERAL STATEMENTS.
Spiritualism, 8s & name, is synonymous
wlitg all that relates to the spirit:
Pheuniversal spirit pervading and goy-
erning the universe as Universal Intelligence ;
The individual spirit whether expressed
. the earthly environment or in the larger
n of the higher realm.
| i{ be name applies to the re-
ophical and phenomenal as-
ovement that hiad its modern be-
erie gmﬂp_nuplrllunl.

appeared almost simultaneously in the differ.
ent portions of this country, and very soon
after in different parts of the world.

The manvifestations and the name Spirit-
palism, in fact, the movement as a whale
and in its several parts, were the result of
impelling intelligences outside of and mani-
festly beyond human beings in the carthly
state,

For convenience only, and without any in-
tention of dividing any portion of thesubject
from the whole, and without forgetting that
the name in its entivety signifies all that has
ever been expressed from the realm of spirits
to those in mortal life, and all that has been
unfolded by aspiration and inspiration from
within the human spirit, the writer will divide
the subject into three general headings, viz:

1. The Phenomenal Aspect.

2. The Philosophical Aspect

3. The Religious Aspect.

The writer is convinced that this method
of presentation will better represent all classes
of minds who are interested in this stupen-
dons movement either as 4 whole or through
any one of these especinl departments.

Pant I
In the presentation the writer will reverse

 |'the order by considering first

-




EXTATION OF SPIRITUALISM.

, ‘“faith is the
| for, the evidence
¢ most exalted faith
ith the most positive
«d “faith’” must have
sted in its essential meaning
inational religionists.
piritualism a8 a new
r a4 new religion (always
‘religion”” in the largest in-
s0 upon the following basis:
reme Intelligence; the Mother-
the Over-Soul; the Divine Pa-
1er name or term that the in-
may choose as synonymous with In-
the Loye, and Wisdom.
ul (or spirit) as an immortal en-
_en r¢t with the Eternal,
, continuously seeking and re-
nces of the loving All-Presence;
is the light of the visible universe,
s Infinite Love and Wisdom is the
11 souls.
e rccognition of the divine message
lﬂn. either by direct perception
ed in Man or by inspiration from
realms of spirits and angelic beings.
The recognition of the Great Messianic
ter or Zeachers as the voice of truth to

Those who receive Spiritualism in its re”
;‘-ligiqus aspect are:
1. Christian Spiritualists, who accept the
Christ life as impersonated in Jesus of Naza-
teth as the highest expression of religious
revelution of truth, and who consider that.
‘withont denominational or sectarian defini-
tions, the life and works of Jesus are the
highest guidance, but who also recognize
that every age has been blessed with spiritual
teachers cliosen to bear to earth the message
of immorlality and the love of God to man.
Most of these Christian Spiritualists are
members of different Christian churches.
There are to be found in every denomina-
tional church in Christendom those who ac-
ceptspirit communion as taught by Spiritual-
ists as a part of their religion.
2. Spiritualists who accept the word ‘“ re-
ligion” in the broadest possible interpreta-
tion of its meaning; who recognize the re-
ligions of every age as having their primal
basis in inspiration, and who are willing and
ready to accept the truths received in any
and every form of faith ; who consider that
Zoroaster or Zardhust, Moses, Buddha, and
Jesus were the interpreters of truth to the
ages in which they lived; that the prophets,

presenting spiritual truths to man; that spir-
itual gifts as wituessed' to-day among the

seers, and others endowed with spiritual |
rifts in every age have been the means of |

media for spiritual manifestations are sim-
ilar (making due allowance for the difer-
ence in the general state of humanity)to
those that have occurred in past times, es-
pecially those accompanying every new dis-
pensation or manifestation of religious truth,
and are particularly similar to those men-
tioned in Paul's epistle on spiritual gifts.

3. There are still others who believe Spir-
itualism to be a new dispensation of religion;
not only asa new statement of old revealments
perpetuating the good in all past religions,
but a new and living inspiration from the
Infinite as the light of this day, and they
believe that Spiritnalism, in its entirety of
phenomena, philosophy and revelation,
forms the basis of the new rcligion.

Spiritualists have no sectarinn creed, arti-
cles of faith, orstatement of belief excepting
the truth as perceived by the individual,
ench according to others the privilege of
worshiping God according to the dictates
of conscience.

There is a feeling of fellowship with all
and they meet on the common ground of
universal Spiritual truth.

God as manifest in Iofinite Love. Uni-
versal Fraternity of Souls.

PaArt TI.
THE PHILOSOPHICAL ASPECT.

“There are more thingsin heaven and earth,
Horatio, than are dreamt of in your pLilosophy."—
Shakespeare, in Hamlet,

*We all are parts of one stupendous whale

Whose body&nture is and God the soul."— i’ope.

As religion is love (love to God, human
brotherhood);

As science is demonstrated &ruth or knowl-
edge, 8o philosophy is wisdom.

The philosophy of Spiritualism is the in-
blending into the one perfect whole of all its
parts ; the union of its phenomena, and
spirit, the meeting and merging of its body
and soul.

To many, perhaps a greater number of
thoughtful minds than most people are
aware, the philosophical aspect of Spiritual.
ism is its most enchanting, and, as it seems
to them, its most comprehensive side. To
the writer it is one side of the equilateral tri-
angle of which the phenomenal portion is the
base and religion t
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ence of tlie conscious Spirit, the ego, inheres '

in the soul, and is not an especial bestow-
ment of the Infinite or the result of contact
with the human organism.

2. Thatwhatever may be the idens of in-
dividuals or classes concerning a conscious,
a prioré existence, or previous state of thein-
dividual intelligence embodied in each hu-
man life, there is but one philosophicul con-
clusion, based on the phenomenal and intu-
itional evidences of Spiritualism, #. e, that
the change culled death (or separation from
the body; is not only a natural chunge (in-
Lerent in sll organisms), but that it is the
next step in the existence of the spirit, re-
leasing or seiting free its activities in the
next state or realm, and as perfectly in ac-
cordance with the Divine plan as is the birth
into the human form.

In fact that the next step or state is the
legitimate scquence of existence here, and
that each huunin spirit takes up its line of
active individunl life in spirit existence, just
where, as an individual spiril, the thread
seems hroken or disturbed at death.

3. That the spirit reaim includes whatever
spirits ure, or need, in that state of existence,
a8 the earth state includes whatever is needed
for earthly expression.

4. That the fixed states of iappiness or mis-
ery are not possible in any state of the spirit
expression, but that ench spirit, according to
growth, continues the individunl activities
and unfoldments, an/l all advance from lower
to higher conditions by rradual states of pro-
gression throuch unending cyceles.

&. That no Spirit or Angel is too exalted or
holy to reach and nssist those who are be-
neath, and none too low to be aided by those
above.

Cyole on eyolo must the nges move,
Onward aod gpwand must all spirits tend,

Secn in the perfect light of perfect love,
All{u one supremo purpose ever blend,

6. That the various states in ywhich
spirits find themselves afier their re-
lédse from the environment of the sensuous
organism, the relative and absolute prinoci-
‘ples governing those states, the interblending

irits in more perfect, with those in less
] r&gx-,gonditlons of unfoldment; the com-
‘munion with snd ministration to those in
ily existence; in fact, that the principles
espiritual realm and the wisdom

lm p ‘rvades, encircles and
L of life are made known.
[ Spirstualism is the Phi-

wed to prove the
m, or what-

proofs as undeniable as the principles of
mathematics.

In i1s final definition, it is the Philosophy
of Philosophies, as it is the Religion of Re-
ligions, and (if need be) the Science of
Sciences,

It includes the primal and final statements
of matter, the primal and finsl terms for
mind, the primal and final principles of
spiritin the eternal entity, the soul and all
thiat relates to states und conditions, degrees,
and stages of expression, all that relates to
being, and includes every portion and factor
in its statement of the whole.

Parr IILL
Tue PEENOMENAL ASPECT.

This phase of the subject is sometimes
designated scientifie, although the writer
does not think, individually, that the words
science and selentific, as usually understood,
can be applied to the invesiigation of even
the phenomenal phases of Spiritualism.

Forty-five years ago, scientific men like
Professor Robert Hare, of Philadelphin;
James J. Mapes, of New York; and, later,
Alfred R. Wallace, Professor Crooks and
Mr Varley,of England; Camille Flammarion,
of France ; Professor Zollner, of Germany,
and scores of other scientists of note, inves-
tigated the physical phenomena of Spiritual-
ism and bave uniformly declared thut there
is no law of material science with which
they are familiar that can explain these phe-
nomena; and that they have recourse onry 1o
the solution always claimed by the mani-
festing intelligence, viz : That the source of
the phenomena is disumbodied spirits work-
ing through means and methods entirely un-
known in any human science.

As the resultof the experiments in investi.
gating the plienomena of Spiritusli-m, made
by so many eminent scientific men in all
parts of the world, extending over the entire
period of forty-five years in which Spiritual-
1sm as a4 name and manifestation Lias been in
the world, from the small rappings near
Rochester, N. Y., to the various and mulii-
tudinous phenomena of to-day, there hns
Leen but one conclusion among scientific
men, viz: That the cause of the plicnomena
is immanent in the phenomena, that both
are demonstrated beyond the possibility of a
cavil or u doubt; and that to investigate the
physical, mental or intuitional phenomena
of Spiritualism separately from the whole
subject with a view of ascertsining another
cause than that of the action of spirits, is as
much a work of supererogation as to investi-
gate the plicnomena of the light of day with
a view to finding another source of light

[ [than the sun.

The phenomena, philosophy and inspira-
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PRESENTATION OF SPIRITUALISM,

1

Whatever view may be taken of scientific
investigation, of the whole subject or of its
physical phenomena only, it is the proper
place here to state that all scientific minds
who have investigated the phenomenal
phases of this movement readily admit, and
many of them openly declare, that Spiritual-
ism will compel a restatement of science,
either by the readjustment or the re-creation
of scientific bases and terms: in the recogni-
tion of a vast unexplored realm between the
realm of spirit and the heretofore recognized
domain of science, whether that realm shall
include a ““fourth dimension of space,”” as
suggested by Professor Zollaer, or whether
it will be found to be a realm of occult
forces impinging on the material and spirit-
ual states, and interblending with egch, or
whether the results will prove the methods
of communion to be simply the setting free
of individual volition. The final adoption
of either of these methods, or of any other
not named, must be determined by future
revealments, and in any case the new state-
ment will be incorporated into Spiritunlism
as a portion of its entire statement.

Scicotific minds in Spiritualism epitomize
the whole subject as follows: 1st, the exist-
ence of the individual human spirit; the con-
tinued conscious existence of the individual
spirit after the change called deatli; the in-
tercommunion of the two states by the vol-
untary action of individual disembodied spir-
its to and through those existing in human

any part of the human organism without the
conscious concurrence of the individual acted
upon; 2d, by action upon sentient or non-sen-
tient objects without the intervention of any
human being, excepting that these manifesta-
tions usually occur in the presence of a me-
dium who does not voluntarily aid in their
production; 3d, by action upon all bodies and
substunces upon the earth or in its atmos-
phere, without theintervention of any humn
agency, and by methods not known in any
existing science.

The scientific statement is the krowledge of
a future life, demonstrated truth of immor-
tality.

Parr IV.

‘A RisumzE oF Its WORK AND INFLUENCE.

In a movement wholly impelled from the
Te of spirit and borne forward on the
wave of inﬁiuﬁou, although intelligently
‘met and aided from the first by many among
blest minds of the earth, it is utterly
; to name or number all those

in eve
irts of ,thr{

form; by automatic action upon the brain or

dividual experiences, and to receive the man-

ifestations and ministrations from the spirit

world; but Spirituslism has spread rather

by individual experiences than by organized

efforts.

As early as 1860, the late Archbishop
Hughes, of New York, estimated that there
were ten milllons of Spiritualists in the
United States alone; pro rata there should
now be thirty millions. Spiritualists claim
no definite number, and numbers are unim-
portant in  statement of truth. If its prin-
ciples and its manifestations be perceived by
but one, all the world must follow.

The organization of Spiritualists into local
societies nnd now into a National Associa-
tion is rather for the purpose of fellowship
and mutual protection than for any sectsrian
purpose, and also for the purpose of making
available the manifestations and ministra-
tions, a8 well as the Spiritual teachings given
through the media.

As a whole movement, the scope of its
influence is measureless, Its manifestations
extend into every department of human
thought; its presence in the world has
changed the entire attitude of thoughtful
minds concerning the problems of death and
the after life, and their relation to human
states, ut the same time opening up for in-
vestigation a vast inter-realm, including the
latent possibilities of the human spirit while
in the earthly environment.

It has reached the man of science in his
laboratory, or study, and within its rare
Alembie, has rewrought the demonstration
of immortality.

It has walked into the churches of all de-
nominations, religions and tongues; bhas
stood beside the clergyman or priest or min-
istrant, and has whispered the message of
immortal life, saying: **Are they not all
ministering spirits 2’

It has proved itself a solvent of all reli-
gions and philosophies by correcting errone-
ous ideas born of imperfect, human inter-
pretations concerning a future life, and sub.
stituting knowledge.

It has restored spiritual gifts and made
them a portion of the recognized opinions of
the human race.

It has made thousands and hundreds of
thousands to acknowledge by name within
and without the churches; within and with-
out established schools of philosophy; within
and without the walks of science, by knowl-
edge alone; and thousands of others to accept

its evidence in the form of belief based upon

testimony of others.

Its sources of inspiration are the invisible

OSts.
Its teachers and messengers are the great,
the wise, and the loved ones who have

) have had in- | passed on.
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It has opened a royal or innmer way to
knowledge for many who are its chosen in
struments, by touching child minds with
facts and data, with scientific and philo-
sophical knowledze, with wisdom far be-

nd their years, and with eloquence un-
{?lown to mortal nrt.

It not only has created a literature of its
own, in hundreds of volumes of experience
and philosophy, and scores of periodicals

ublishing its demonstrations nnd advocat
an its propositions, but it has pervaded the
best literatore of the age, touching and illu-
mining the minds of such writers as Dickens,
Thackeray, Longfellow, Phelps and scores
of others with its living presence.

Its uplifting influence is felt in every life
that accepts its truths, and in the who e
world by making the aims of life here con-
sistent with a continued existence, primary
steps in the external pathway, and by mak-
ing the basis of life Spiritual, not material.

%‘o a materialistic and unbelieving age, it
has demonstrated the existence of the human
spirit beyond the change called death.

To those who had ‘“hope’’ and ‘‘faith’’
through any form of religious belief in a
future life, it has added knowledge, and to
both basopened the gateways that had not
even been left ““ ajar'” between the spiritual
and material realms.

It has removed the fear of death, and of
what might come to the spirit after dissolu-
tion of the body by a knowledge of the states
and conditions of those who bave passed
beyond that change as declared by the testi-
mony of disembodied spirits, who must be
in the very nature of the case the only au-
thentic sources'of information upon subjects
pertaining to that future existence.

It has bridged the chasm, spanned the
gulf between the two states of existence by
the Iris archway of love.

Immortal messengers have brought the
knowledge of their state of existence and
have announced in unmistakable ways the
nearness of that so-called *‘undiscovered
country.” )

Invisible hands have rekindled the fires
upon the altars of inspiration that had long
been desolate.

Angels and ministering spirils have ancew
attuned the voices of mortals to immortal
S0DLS,

And they have “rolled away
from the
sands of human hearts who thought their
dead lived not.

I

PRESENTATION OF SPIRITUALISM,

Its authority is truth wherever found;

Its sacred books the inspirations of every
age;

Its Oracles and Priests, those whom truth
annoints and inspiration calls; its erced the
unwritten law of knowledge, wisdom, truth
und love;

Its ceremonials the service of a noble life;

Its communion is with kindred spirits and
its fellowship with all;

Its altars, the human spirit, its temples,
living souls;

Itis the open door, the present light, the
demonstration, philosophy and religion of
the immortal soul.

Calm-browed and unafraid this mild-eyed,
open-visioned Presence views the heretofore
and the hereafter, the present and the future,
with equal interest and courage born of per-
fect truth.

The ** well-springs of eternal life’ are
hers, and she bids mortals drink fearlessly
at their living fountains. 3

The *“ bread of life’" is hers, and she bids
all spirits partake freely from the all-bouu-
teous store.

From the vintage of the spirit the wine of
her everlasting kingdom is distilled in
streams of living inspiration.

Poets quaff as this golden goblet is pressed
to their lips and sing the songs of the
spheres.

Sages gather from its open treasure house
the wisdom of the skies.

Seers and prophets, inspired anew, reveal
again the forever old, forever new, immortul
theme.

The mourner forgets her grief and dries
her tears while listening to the messages of
love.

The weary find rest in its all-reposeful and
eternal ways.

The weak find strength in its unhindered
helpfulness.

Crime, sin and all human imperfections
and shadows fade gradually, yet surely, be-
fore its all-potent light.

The whole world touched, awakened,
thrilled, aroused from the lethargy of mate-
rial propositions and dogmatic asserlions,
from charnel houscs of the senses, the tombs
of death and despair, from sepulchers
wherein their hope and faith and highest
love were well-nigh buried, turns toward

) the stone this new day-dawn saying, **Is not this the
oor of the sepulcher' of thou-jlight that lighteth every man that cometh

into the world ? "







