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IN TEM PER A N C E
IN  IT S

U N L IM IT E D  V A R IA T IO N S.

Our desire and impression, is, to 
make a few remarks on the Temper
ance Question, which is now agitating 
the American People, and has been, 
for Ages.

It seems in vain to call on the 
Christian’s God for deliverance from 
the evil scourge.

The Christians have multiplied 
prayers for a long Period of Time 
without any perceptible effect.

We are impressed to say that Hu
manity cannot be Reformed by Law, 
Force, or Punishment.

Love is the fulfilling of the Law, 
and the Philosophy of Life ; it is the 
key-note of all true Reformation.

Our Christian brothers and sisters 
are laboring in the Cause, and are 
calling upon their dumb Idol to help 
them destroy evil. They never hear 
its voice in the Morning nor in the 
Evening.

They have made their God like 
unto themselves— as the Bible says—  
an imaginary, cruel, unjust, heathen 
Idol.

The, so-called, Christians, are the 
Class mentioned in the Bible, who 
exalt themselves, saying, we are the 
Children of Abraham— we know our 
Father.

They never have heard, or enquired 
of the Father of perfect Love, Justice, 
and Mercy : of, how they should pro
ceed to overcome the Philistines or 
evil. They multiply prayers.

By the mouth of the Prophet Isa
iah, the spirit of the living God, said, 
that, when you multiply prayers, I  
will not hear.

We believe what the prophet said, 
that their prayers are not heard.

They never hear that voice that 
says, “Well done, good and faithful 
servant,” for some small act of kind
ness, or, affectionate words of sympa
thy.

They may not, when weighed in 
the balance, find themselves the sheep 
they thought they were.

Intemperence prevails in all the 
modes of life among Humanity : —

Such as the unnatural and suicidal 
drinking of ice-water, from Morning 
until mid-night, during the heat of 
Summer ; attending festivals and eat
ing rich compounds at unseasonable 
hours: transgressing the Laws of
Life by drinking intoxicating liquors: 
and using narcotics to fill the vacan
cies that all this intemperance has 
caused. This is the way they feed 
the body— and the food of the mind 
corresponds.

There are many people who visit 
Variety Theatres, and other places of 
low attraction ; and Theatres where 
scenes of murder, robl>ery, and decep
tion are enacted before the young peo

ple— scenes written in Dime Novels, 
where guns, knives, and pistols are 
used freely on the stage— what are 
pistols used for, but to kill each other 
with ?

Why not destroy them, as well as 
Alcohol ? Also, the Dime Novels—  
why allow them to pass thro’ the 
Mails ? It may have a more delete
rious effect upon the young, inexperi
enced minds, than obscene Literature.

Siuce the death of Jesse James, 
some person has written up his ex
ploits, for men and boys to read.

One young man about 18 years 
old, read the book, and, doubtless, 
was a sensitive person and liable to 
take on a moral disease, that is, to be 
obsessed by an influence of evil that 
the book contained, and he com
menced the career of a murderer and 
robber, and he was soon incarcerated 
in Kansas City Prison.

A  mother went to minister unto 
him, and found him crying and 
wringing his hands, in great agony. 
He had, like the Prodigal Son, come 
to himself.

That night, a mob of men with 
masks on their faces, transgressed the 
Law of their Country, and the Law 
of the spirit world, which says, “Thou 
shalt not kill,” and hung him under 
a bridge.

During our early investigation of 
Spirit Phenomena, we read of the 
execution of a murderer in New Jer
sey, a man not 20 years old.

On the Morning that he was to be 
legally murdered, he screamed and 
cried, and when the hour arrived he 
was so faint that two men, one on 
each side, bore him up to his doom.

This is a very iutemperate course 
in dealing with the insane, obsessed, 
undeveloped minds of the children of 
the Supreme Father.

We thought the scene must have 
been shockingly cruel.

Our medium, a girl 12 years old, 
came in at twilight, and she was soon 
entranced, she laid herself on the car
pet by a small table, and took a large 
Bible and opened it wide on her 
chest, and we laid in a mark, and 
found that it was opened at the chap
ter where a widow went to a King, 
and said, I  had two sons, and they 
strove together in the field, and one 
slew the other ; and, now, my friends 
want the other one killed.

The King said that he would pro
tect her son— that he should not be 
slain.

Those in authority should treat the 
lower members of the body of Hu
manity, with a different consideration 
— restrain them with kindness, in
stead of vengeance— and the evil will 
be overcome.

M rs. M in e r v a  M e r r ic k .

E x tra c t f r o m  B a n n e r  o f  L igh t.

Sunday, Feb. 21st, in Odd Fel
lows’ Hall, Cambridgeport, Mass., 
W. J. Colville gave a purely practical 
ideal of the life possible to all, with 
special reference to the characters of 
G eo rg e  W a shington  and J ohn  
B. G o u g h .

The former, he said, learned to rule 
by first learning to obey; putting 
severe restraint upon his pride and 
commanding spirit, apologizing even 
to a private soldier, and standing 
higher in the eyes of his men after he 
had stooped to conquer.

The greatness of Gough’s character 
consisted in his overcoming vice and 
error. When he awoke to know his 
sin he threw it aside, and used all his 
oratorical powers to denounce it.

The speaker thought that to close 
liquor saloons and haunts of vice, 
rival saloons and haunts should be 
opened, to which young people would 
be attracted by light and warmth, 
and social, friendly greeting, led, even 
by their love of amusement and beau
ty and song, into a high and holy life.

Theatres should be converted into 
Schools of Ethics, inculcating the 
highest Morality.

Newspapers should say more about 
human Virtue and less about human 
vice; not deluge the world with de
tails of crime, while they give only 
slight mention of deeds of Benevo
lence. They should be sold by 
thousands because of some great deed 
of Heroism or act of munificence re
corded.

The recognition of the Divine in 
Humanity solves the problem of the 
salvation of the Race.

The antidote of error is the sym
metrical unfoldment of all our pow
ers.

The education of life is a discipli
nary growth ; all our days are spent 
in a schoolhouse, in passing from 
class to class, from room to room, 
gaining each day some fresh experi
ence.

Those who overcome are not those 
who never fight, but those whose 
scars of battle become glorious in the 
light of immortality, in that life eter
nal which in all its fullness is re
served for conquerers.

Therefore be thankful for tempta
tion, for all that tries patience and 
gives opportunity to rise above self.

Only those who have been thro’ 
conflict and have succeeded in over
coming can enjoy immortality and 
stand at the right hand of the Most 
High.

T H E  S P IR IT  OF M A N  

A N D  T H E

H O U SE  H E  D W E L L S  IN.

There are many contributing to pa
pers on the important subject of this 
heading; and we will, with others, 
address a few remarks from our spir
itual standpoint of impressions.

Man the microcosm, is a fearfully 
and wonderfully constituted being: 
and but few, comparatively, appreci
ate his importance and destiny.

Some highly educated people ex
press the idea that the life of man is 
but a vain show— not a real substan
tial durable entity— only a material 
form, a lump of animated clay en
dowed with intuition produced by an 
atom or from an atom of dust.

It is absurd to think of man, with 
his mighty possibilities, being annihi
lated in a few years— blotted out en
tirely.

It would be more reasonable to 
think that the earth would be demag
netized and dissolve in the fields of 
Space: than, that man should sleep 
in the tomb, and wake no more to 
life and energy.

Scientists say that everything ex
ists, and always did, and always will 
exist.

There is another class of ideas ex
pressed about the Star of Intellect_

this spark from the Sun of the spirit 
ual world which teaches that man was 
born perfect, anil fell from that hLh 
estate to the condition of a wretch or 
devil ; and most ot the sons of the 
F ather of the Heavens and the earth 
would be confined in a place they 
named Hell. ^

A  Presbyterian lady in high life 
said that hell was like a Penetentiary 
where those wretches would he confined.

We have spent nine years in seek
ing knowledge from invisible intelli
gences, and trying to record the re
sult of our experience, for the benefit 
of those who have not the time, or 
perhaps, the inclination to look be
yond this Sphere of existence.

Man is dual, animal and spiritual, 
physical and mental, and dwells in a 
material body— his house. By his 
mental and physical activities, he 
keeps his house in repair : his spirit
ual and mental inspiration proves the 
character that dwells in that house.

Man’s attributes are seven, and 
correspond with a scale in the Science 
of Music— seven tones, five whole 
tones and two semi-tones, forming a 
circle, and with the major and minor 
scales there is no limit to the varia
tions of harmony that can be played 
on an instrument containing seven 
octaves or circles.

This Principle of Harmony is a 
spark from the spirit world— the Fa
ther of the Universe, and is self-exist
ent— there cannot be one tone more 
nor less without the destruction of 
Harmony.

This Principle of Harmony corres
ponds with the Soul of man. His 
attributes are Love, Conscience, Will, 
Industry, Hope, Purity, and Fidelity 
— a self-existent Sphere, a microcosm, 
always in the bosom of the Father—  
spirit world, the Cause of all things 
visible and invisible, by the unity of 
spirit and matter.

Man has seven senses for his use 
in his organism, that correspond with 
his attributes.

He has a sense of invisible things 
— he can see a house that he intends 
to build ; tho’ it is not visible in any 
place on earth, yet he can see it both 
iuside and out: and when the house 
is clothed with material, he has a vis
ible sense of the house.

It was first in spirit, and last in 
material, which we understand makes 
seven senses.

His orgauism is in harmony—  
head, eyes, ears, nose, mouth, hands, 
and feet— for the use of the mau who 
dwells in that house.

We do not suppose that the ideas 
in the foregoing remarks are perfect. 
It is not the fault of the influence 
that inspired the ideas, but the imper
fection of the medium thro’ whom 
they flow.

I f  errors are discovered, sift them 
out, and plant only the clean seed o 
Truth.

M rs . M in e r v a  M errick .
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t h e  w a t c h m a n .
Written fo r T h e  W atchm an.

T H O M A S  J A S P E R ,
The hound Volume of*Sister Mer

rick’s F ountain  o f  L ig h t contains an 
Obituary Notice of Thomas Jasper, 
saying : —

“He was a believer in the commun
ion of this world with the angel 
realm. It was thro’ this communica
tion with his friends who had 
before, mat he became entirely con
v in ced  of the Immortality of the 
Soul.”

1 had no personal acquaintance 
with Thomas Jasper, but I  have 
knowledge of some very interesting 
facts connected with his conversion to 
the beautiful anil Soul-satisfying 
truths of the Spiritual Philosophy.

Believing that the facts referred to, 
are worth recording among the re
markable Historical Events of this 
19th Century, 1 proceed to add a few 
items to the History which the living 
witnesses and scribes of the Present 
Time are preparing to bestow as a gift 
to Future Generations.

During the latter part of the Win
ter of 1875, 1 went to Memphis, the 
County Seat of Scotland Co., Mo. I 
made that journey for the express 
purpose of attending some of the 
seances for Materialization which 
were being frequently held in the 
cozy cottage of John H. Mott, who 
lived in that place, and who had the 
reputation of beiugan honest, truthful 
man, and a remarkable medium for 
spirit manifestations, in various forms.

Sometimes, tests would be given, 
the medium being deeply entranced, 
and the spirit using the medium’s vo
cal powers to convey whatever infor
mation they desired to impart.

Sometimes, information would be 
given in writing.

But the most wonderful medium is- was not 
tic gift with which Brother Mott is Memphis, 
blessed, is that of enabling spirits to He called on John H. Mott, and 
gather to themselves enough visible arranged to attend a seance in the 
matter to appear visible in human\Evening. When the Evening

It was interesting to hear them re
late the peculiar circumstances which 
caused them to visit the City of Quin
cy, on the past Saturday.

I  will state in as few words as p o s 
sible, so that the ideas can lie clearly 
conveyed,, the substance of what thev 
told me.

there was a man living in Quincy, 
by the name of Tilomas Jasper. He 
had lost a valuable horse. Supposing 
that the animal had not strayed away 
very far, he spent a good bit of time 
in searching, inquiring, and advertis
ing, but could hear nothing of the an
imal, and had come to the conclusion 
that the horse had been stolen, and he 
might as well give up all hope of 
finding it, and look upon the circum
stance as belonging to the inevitable, 
and, therefore, should be cheerfully 
met, and resolutely endured.

Happening to be present, one day, 
where a company of neighbors were 
discussing the subject of lost horses 
and strayed cattle, some one of the 
company asked friend Jasper why he 
did not apply to some fortune-telling 
Gypsy, or to a clairvoyant, or a me
dium, at a spiritual seance.

He replied that he had no knowl
edge in that direction, and not enough 
faith to induce him to spend any time, 
or money in proving or testing such 
improbable— not to say, impossible 
things.

Yet, before the discussion of these 
subjects was ended, Mr. Jasper had

away to some remote settlement or 
place.

They told him that his horse was 
not stolen : and they were very glad 
to have had the interview, which had 
been a pleasure to them, and would 
be of great benefit to nhu in many 
ways. His mind was now sati-fied 
in regard to Human Immortality or 
Conscious “Eternal Life.” And they 
would now tell him how and where 
he could find his missing horse.

Go in a North East direction from 
Quincy, about five miles, and he 
would come to what was called “The 
German Settlement” ; then, inquire 
for a farmer (whose name they gave), 
and you will find your horse in the 
stable at his place.

Now, let it be remembered, that 
J. H. Mott is always held in the 
trance state, and is not cognizant of 
anything said or done by the spiritual 
people, until he is informed by his 
wife, or others who are present.

The information about how to find 
a lost horse, created quite an interest 
amongst the persons attending that 
seance: and when the medium was 
informed of what the spirits had posi
tively asserted, respecting the where
abouts of the missing animal, it very 
naturally excited in his mind, quite a 
curiosity to know whether it would 
all prove to be correct, and everyway 
reliable.

The reader can perceive that, under 
such a train of circumstances, it might

heard enough said by others who had'not be very difficult for Thomas Jas- 
proved the truth of the subjects for j per to persuade J. H. and Mary V. 
themselves, to cause him to secretly j  Mott to go over to Quincy, and spend 
resolve in his own mind, that he the Sabbath, and test the reliability
would himself obey the Scripture in
junction, to “prove all things.” It 
being only a few hours’ ride from 
Quincy to Memphis.

and the capacity of the spirits as
H orse H unters.

Well, I  have already said that 
when I  arrived at Memphis, I  did

In accordance with his newly not find John H. Mott at home— he
formed resolution, Thomas Jasper 

long delayed in reaching

to appear 
form “arrayed, and in their right 
mind,” ready to converse with, and 
impart information to those they had 
“loved and left behind.”

It was Saturday Morning when I  
arrived at the Railroad Station in 
Memphis. I  inquired of the Agent 
at the Station, where I  would find 
the residence of John H. Mott.

He pointed to a beautiful cottage 
several rods South from the Station, 
saying : —

“That is where he lives, but you 
will not find him at home; for he 
and his wife and their little daughter 
went home with a man who lives in 
Quincy, 111.; they went away on the 
train this Morning.

“Mr. Mott left word with me for 
any strangers from a distance who 
niiglit enquire for him, that he would 
he home on Monday; and if they 
wished to stop at a private house for 
hoard and lodging, I might direct 
them to the family of his (Mr. Mott’s) 
father.”

I accepted the counsel, and found a 
pleasant and quiet stopping-place 
with the family of the Elderly Mr. 
Mott, whilst waiting for the medium 
and his little family to return from 
their visit to Quincy.

I  hey returned on Monday. They 
pleasant, intelligent, sociablewere

hour
for holding a seance came round, Mr. 
Jasper was prompt and on time.

and his wife and their little daughter 
had all gone home with Thomas Jas
per, to see what the result about find
ing the lost horse would be.

When they returned to their own 
home on Monday, it was interesting 
to hear them relate, that, on Sunday 
Morning, Thomas Jasper and J. H. 

Having often heard the subjects of Mott hired a conveyance from a liv- 
Spiritualism, and spiritual mediums ery stable, and followed the directions, 
spoken of with ridicule, and, some- course, and distances, 
times, with sneers and contempt; yet, They found the German Settle- 
once in a while a Preacher would ,neut that the spirits had described, 
speak in serious earnestness, and say : they found the farmer whose name 

“Spiritualism is true ; the manifes- the spirits had given, and they found 
tations do occur at their seances— but the horse in this man’s stable, 
it’s all from the Devil.” Friend Jasper recovered his

Brother Jasper had concluded that, am] felt supremely happy toconcluded that, 
if the devil theory of the Preachers, that he had gained valuable

horse,
think

knowl-
who claimed to know and teach it, a ]ge ¡n several directions, by taking 
was true, he, for one, was willing to the independent course, and testing-

listen to1»give the devil his due,” 
what he might have to say, and, then, 
judge of the value of the teachings,

a mediuu and the spirits, for himself, 
iustead of believing the lies of liars,

j___ or the nonsense that fools were gab-
from their own merits— this appeared i bing about mediums, spirits, seances, 
to be what impartial justice required, and other things beyond their capaei- 

When the seance commenced, im- jy to understand, 
acine, if you can, what must have " I  remained at Memphis nearly two 
been the emotions of mingled sur- weeks, and attended seven M ateria l-  
prise and rejoicing, in the mind of ¡zing seances.
Thomas Jasper, when the form of his [ saw and conversed with my 
deceased wife met him with the joy of

welcome meeting and greeting, and, 
by her side, at the same time, was the 
living speaking form of a deceased 
brother-in-law.

Thev both conversed with him on 
different subjects which were of great 
interest to friend Jasper. Toward 
the close of this angel interview, they 

horse which he sup-s r - r r ¿ b“ wS> ^ i J Ä  t ' a ,  » « i i»t a A t a O i » .

own
father and mot tier, and with my own 
children, and with many former 
neighbors and acquaintances.

But this letter is long enough with
out branching off in relating other 
matters. So, for the Present, I  will 
bid Editress and readers, a kind and 
fraternal “Good Evening.”

V a l e n t i n e  N i c h o l s o n .
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We hold that the spirit world iu which 

we of this earth are interested, is as de
pendent upon us for its essential elements, 
as is the atmosphere upon the earth—that 
as there could be no atmosphere till the 
earth evolved it, so there could be no spir
it world for this or any other planet till 
evolved from inherent planetary forces.

Therefore, the declaration : “A new
heaven and a new earth” has a meaning 
to us that Bible worshipers cannot under
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