CORRESPONDENCE TO THE WATCHMAN,

By Mrs. MINERVA MERRICK, Quincy, Il
Formerly Publisher of
4 FOUNTAIN OF LIGHT.

8®" The publication of “A Fountain
of Light,” as a Periodical, is discontin-
ued. 8®* Bound copies of Volume 1,
containing 832 pages, can be obtained of
Mrs. Minerva Merrick, Quincy, 111, at
50 cents each. Postage 16 cents.

MORAL & RELIGIOUS

PROGRESSION.

The following is a synopsis of a

discourse we delivered in Mem-rick

Hall, Quincy, Ill., on Sunday, July
5, 1885.

After the invocation, we addressed

those present, with thefollowing: —

w e are more than pleased that so
many have responded to our invita-
tion to this meeting; and we will
treat you to the best bread and wine
that our spirit friends have provided
for your entertainment.

Our bark is on the deep blue sea
of reformation ; and we are waving
a banner to those on shore, to come
on board and help manage the craft,

as all the debris thrown into the
channel cannot retard its onward
course.

Jesus said | came not to brinyg

peace, but a sword.

And to-day that sword is piercing the
minds of Humanity, causing the fire
of contention to burn with fervent
heat, and that heat will consume all
the rubbish of false teachings, dog-
mas, creeds, and Superstition that has
accumulated in the past experiences
of the life of man.

M orality defined, is to work in the
vineyard of love to Humanity clear-
ing away the thorns of tyranny and
oppression ; and planting new choice
vines of love and mercy which will
yield a harvest of flowers (thoughts)
and when clothed with the fruit of
good deeds, the laborers will build,
with these gems, a Temple, in the
spirit realm, not made with hands,
eternal in the heavens.

There are many heavens and many
hells.

When the spirit of man
body, it gravitates to the
corresponds with the
here.

We all live in circles, good or evil,

leaves the
Sphere that
one occupied

and according to the evil or good, we
enter and take our heaven or hell
with us.

Jesus said : “Heaven and hell are
within you.”

Heaven is happiness— not a mate-
rial place— but spiritual sensation.

Those who claim to be Materialists,
as we understand them, think that
they have no Soul—that they are
only a lump of animated clay, evolved
from the low, crude forms of matter
and when that which is called death,
touches them, they are annihilated—
buried in the earth with their physi-
cal body.

How sad, how dark and gloomy is
the prospect when compared with the
knowledge ofthe intercommunion of
the spiritual Sphere with the Material
Sphere of existence!

When we discovered the fountain

of life (Spiritualism), wherein, we,
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and all the world with us, could
in youth and beauty forever— live
Elysian Fields on the islands of the
blessed—that death to the pure in
heart was the opening of a door thro’
which we pass to pleasures and joys,
of which the mind, in its loftiest and
most exalted flight, can form no ade-
quate conception: we felt that we
were, indeed, blessed.

The Law and Testimony teaches
that pure and undefiled Religion, is
to visit the widows and orphans in
their affliction ; minister unto them ;
and keep unspotted from the world—
that is, to keep from cheating,

live
in

stealing, killing, and
adultery.
Blessed are the pure in

those who live honest, honorable, and
righteous lives—practicing the Gold-
en Rule.

They represent the sheep that stood
on the right hand of true Christianity:
they are the ones who said, when did

we feed you, clothe you, or visit you
in prison ?
And the answer was: “lInasmuch

as ye have done it unto one of the
least of these, my brethren, ye have
done it unto me.”

lying,jand they will
committing|pleasant reception in the spirit realm
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well—and the man may not have from God, the Universal Spirit that
known, himself, that he was a miser. fills the Universe, which is all in a|l

He was willing to keep the Com- poth life and matter, operating tin»’
mandments, and multiply prayers, Chemical Law, and each one drew
and call upon the Lord continually— |is thoughts, as the infant CKaSits
but his large possessions was his God, nourishment from its mother—aceord-
therefore, he was disappointed on to the organism, culture, and re-
finding that he was not the great man finement, each one drew from the
that he represented himself to be. ircle of spirit influence that sur-

Jesus was a teacher. He says: do rounded him or Iter.
the works and you will know the We may judge by the expressed
doctrine. thoughts when clothed with deeds

His lessons are practicable, and are what circle one draws from.
practiced by people who know notthe  [ove and Mercy is the most refined
amount of good that they are doing : Sphere.
be surprised at their W hen one says, blood for blood—
there is no love or mercy in that ex-

jand will exclaim, when did we feed, pression, and it flows from a dark
heart— jclothe, or visit you in prison ?

loaded mind.

M rs. M inerva M errick. The same spiritual Sun shines for
all, but its rays cannot penetrate that

R E V |S |O N be_clouded mind— it corresponds with
wild beasts that gore each otherto

death.

OF THE . .
The whole Book (Bible) contains
lessons of human experience for man

OLD TESTAMENT.
to learn ; and by understanding the

We are impressed to make a few errors of others, learn to correct their
remarks on the revision of the OId own.

Testament. W hat good will
As we understand, the wise men of reyision of the

result from the
Old Testament—to

This is the Philosophy which, ifjthe East have revised the Tabernacle, modernize it, is to ruin the expression.

we learn, we shall know how to live
in peace and harmony with each
other—giving a cup of water to one
who is thirsting for a draught of
sympathy and commiseration that
would cheer his or her aching heart:
and when it is given without antici-

pated reward, it is written on the
eternal world and will never be
effaced.

Thomas Paine’s Religion, was to

do good—and we do not know ofany
other.

The model man went about doing
good, and taught his pupils how to
do the same: and he told them that
they could do greater works than he
had done.

To-day, these truths are being de-
monstrated on every part of the
Globe.

Where can we find a College or
Institution where these lessons are
taught to the pupils ?

Our observations, and what our
spiritual teachers say, confirm the
fact, that, those claiming to be Chris
tians have repudiated these lessons of
love and mercy—saying that they
were not applicable to this Age of
the Church.

We are infidel entirely to the Or-
thodox opinions, theories, and specu
lations of the Bible— its contents and
characters : as these lessons are as
applicable to-day, as they ever were—
and are most important, and should
lie enacted on the stage of life.

The lessons that Jesus taught by-
precept and example, are considered
impracticable by many people—such
as:—

If a man takes your coat, give him

your cloak, also.

And: ifa man slap you on one
side of your face, turn to him the
other.

Another is: leave father, mother,
and all worldly attachments, and fol-
low me (Jesus).

To another he said: go sell all

thou hast, and give it to the poor.
Some people think that he meant
that all people should do the same—
which would be very unreasonable.
In our mind, Jesus knew the man
as well as he did the woman at the

and have called ita Tent of Meeting. The Period has arrived when old
This must be what is meant by sacri- things must pass away ; and new Bi-
lege—as, calling it a Tent of Meeting, bles are being written by the same

use of the Tab spirit that inspired Mediums, Proph-
ernacle—a most wonderful revelation ets, Seers, and Angels in early times.

thro’ the mind of Moses the medium. |t is in vain to try to fill those old
And we know that it was used for vessels with the new wine thatis
the same purpose that a cabinet is, at flowing from the vintage of Progres-
the present time—a place to receive sjon.
instructions from the spirit side of life. We must have a new record kept
Moses saw the pattern, and was gf the mighty signs that are appear-
instructed how to build it, and what ing in the world, to show in future
to put inside. Cycles of Time, the great Phenomena
There was the Ark ofthe Cove- ofthis 19th Century.
nant, with the Mercy Seat, and two  The Bible isa History of human
Cherubim—one at each end. And actions and experiences of the interior
the Ark contained the Testimony, principle or spirit of man, illustrated
which was the experiences that the py natural objects pictured in the
Children of Israel had had in life up most forcible style, and it needs no
to that time. retouching.
Aaron and his sons, no doubt, were  A|l the details of the picture are for
mediums, as Aaron had been devel- 3 purpose—to bring out the lights and
oped in his experiences in Egypt, and shadows, to display the mountains and

he could speak with God, angels, or yalleys of good and evil, and convey
spirits of men.

the grand idea of Truth—the Com-
He heard the voice from the Mercy mandments.
Seat in the Holy of Holies, the inner 1t would be well if the inhabitants

Temple beyond the wveil, in total of earth would learn to practice some
darkness, as the Tent was covered ofthe laws contained in the &oo« they
with rams’ and badgers’ skins—there |gye and idolize.
is no mention ofa window, which The Word corresponds with a lamp
corresponds with a well built cabinet fjjled with oil, and those who carry it
of to-day, wherein the modern medi- jn their hands to light them in the
ums hold communication with the crooked paths of life, and have not
spirit realm, in a similar manner. touched the wick with a match from
The Tabernacle that Moses built, the altar of truth, love, and justice,
was more than a temporary habita- are walking in the darkness of preju-
tion or place of worship. dice, oppression, tyranny, and injus-
There was an influence surround- tice; and think that by ornamenting
ing it which made it dangerous for a the exterior, that it will raise them on
stranger, one who was not aware of the |adder of Progression, without the
that power, to approach it. light of love to ones neighbor; and
Our mind is impressed to say that justice and mercy to the unfortunate
the Taberdacle (Tent of Meeting) was myrderers and thieves— those weaker

so heavily charged with spirtual pow- embers of the great Family of Hu-
er, that one coming into that radius manity.

not properly clothed, would receive a
shock that would kill the person.

Humanity was in a more natural
state or nearer the earthly condition, The happiest life on earth
and could not rise into the spiritual in a pleasantly-situated, conaforta e
without coming out of darkness or house, just large enough for a woman
Egypt anti passing thro’the Sea of to manage easily, alone, or with t
affliction. help of one good servant; in wind

The OId Testament is a History house are pleasant, loving bead
of human experiences—no more  ng busy hands, and voices of pray €’ and
less— written by inspiring thoughts song and laughter.

Minerva Merrick.



REPLIES
TO FRIENDS.

Editress of The Watchman: —

I have thus far fbunii thee the most
tolerant of all the Spiritual publishers
I hope I shall not wear out thy
goofiness.

7 Xalways said that I was never out-
winded in an argument. Yet | do not
want to tire others.

I am a little bewildered now about
the Phenomena at Liberal, Mo.

Right there in the hot-bed of Ma-
terialism, independent Slate-writing is
done thro’ one of their own citizens:
I have many letters from the people
there, and am to have some tests. |
shall report it all, let facts lead where
they may. | never suppress a fact
whether it counts for me, or against.

I have no enmity to individuals in
the Church, or any other Society.
I believe that Spiritualists have

done a world of good work—but it is
thefalse that 1 war against.

Thee knows me by this time, and
if thy spirit friends arc real, they also
know me, and can test me thro’ this
letter, which comes from my
most.

Thee asks why Calvin West, J. H.
Truesdell, and Joseph Caffrey, as me-
diums, allowed false statements to
stand as facts so long without disput-
ing them.

They have, publicly and privately,

inner-

disputed them, just as we have dis-
puted the canards concerning the
death-beds of Infiidels, and the
drunkenucss-of Thomas Paine. But,

where people are determined to be-
lieve, what difference does this make?

| “knew” that Mr. Truesdell, and
Mr. West told me facts, because they
showed me precisely how they did the
Phenomena: while  Mr. Cheese-
borough could not show me how a
large stone could fall thro” a ceiling
and make no break in it: or, how
Mr. Caffrey could pass thro’ a solid
wall and leave no trace of his egress :
nor, did lie show me how independ-
ent Slate-writing got upon the slates.

I am accused of “ignoring test
after test, and cherishing the slight-
est evidence of trick and deception.”

Suppose that we are offered a $50
bill by a stranger, and we doubt its
genuineness— would we not do pre-
cisely the same thing ?

It might bear 50 tests as a genuine
bill, but one flaw would prove it a
forgery.

Even, if offered the bill Q/a friend,
whom we suspected of not being a
good judge of money, we would
accept it, unless we had full proof of
its goodness.

Now, | doubt that spirits exist at
all. | believe that death ends all—-so
it is only natural that | should closely
scan all that is brought to me as evi-
dence of what I call the impossible.

I am honest in my researches. |
am still searching.

| have a communication
to a “sealed letter to Dr. Mansfield.”
It is not one bit more satisfactory
than other investigations. | have
sent him another. And have also
sent one to another medium.

Both the last ones | have given to
those who will present them person-
ally,and watch for me that they
are unopened.

I riends, | have not left one chance

in answer
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untried. | have faithfully spent time
and money in honest investigation.

I shall never clear even fame by
my work. | ask only that you will
believe me honest and true.

If there are spirits, they know that
I mean to do all I can to educate the
Race into health of body and mind,
and to make all the world happy and
good.

Mrs. Clark lays much stress upon
the handwriting of her dead friends—
does not she know that when one’s
mind is upon a person, and we see the
name, it generally looks like the sig-
nature of that individual ?

I never see the name, D. M. Ben-
nett, written, but I think that it re-
sembles Mr. Bennett’s own handwrit-
ing. And the same way with my
mother’s name, and those ofothers. [*]

Yet, there is, no doubt, much real
Phenomena, and | hope that it will
be studied till the true cause and
causes of it are understood.

I am sorry to be compelled to
bother the readers so much simply in

self-defense. It is nobler and better
to work for Truth, Knowledge, and
Wisdom.

I have never claimed to “investi-

gate Spiritualism”—only to have seen
many of its phases, and not to have
been convinced that anything / saw
was reed Phenomena. That there is
some that is reat1, | am compelled to
believe : or, else, to doubt the word
of hundreds of truthful men and
women.

| desire a close examination of all
Phenomena, so as to relegate it to its
proper position.

I do not claim to be -wise or learn-
ed— but hope not to be classed with
those who are

Too weak to bear the insupportable
fatigue of thought,

And swallowing, therefore, without
pause, or choice,

The total grist unsifted, husks and
edl.— Cowper.

My writings may “contradict each

other.” Why should | be exempt
from the “common fate of all” ?
If Emanuel can find any writer

whose writings cannot be made to
contradict each other, he will find
more than other critics have ever dis-
covered.

I have answered every direct ques-

tion that Emanuel has ever asked me,
(so far as I know)—if | have over-
looked any, he will please ask them
again.

If friends will find anything fur-

in the Articles
shall be glad to

ther worth noticing

under comment, |

give it attention.
The Mind or Soul is the outgrowth

of the five senses, each of which helps

to build the thinking part.

1). Stenker.

Snowville, Pulaski Co., Va.

Elmina

[* If Elmina was skilled in the

Art of Chirography, she would never

have advanced such a flimsy argu-
ment.
Let her examine the signatures

upon 100 bank-bills from as many
different Banks, and see how many
resemble each other.

Or, take a Petition thro’ any City,
and obtain 1000 signatures to it, and,
then, examine them closely, and see

TCHMAN.

how many of the handwritings will
pass, one for the other.

| f that is the manner in which
Elmina investigates, and the base
upon which she forms her conclu-

sions, it is no wonder that she cries

“fraud”— for, she writes “fraud”

upon the glass that she looks thro?,
and, consequently, she sees “fraud”
when she looks thro’ the glass.— E d.]

Written for The Watchman.
SELF-CONSTITUTED

DETECTIVES & FRAUDS.

Why are they detectives? Is it
because they love Humanity more ?
or, is it because they, themselves, are,
at heart, dishonest, and knowing
their failings, measure their neighbors’
corn by a half-bushel of their own
construction ?

O f what advantage to the world, is
the seizure of Materialized forms, spir-

it grabbing, or the interference oi
would be “exceedingly honorable”
parties, with the manifestations of a

spiritualistic circle or seance?

Why is it that all the honor of this
great and glorious world is centered
in such a comparitively limited num-
ber of its inhabitants ?

Will some one, either mortal or spirit,
explain to the world, why it is necessa-
ry for these detectives to enter, a resi-
lience, hall, or room where others are
engaged in investigating the claims oi
spirit manifestations or Phenomena,
either by invitation, or otherwise, and
interrupt the proceedings, by forcing
upon those assembled, their particular
views, by spirit grabbing, or in any
other of the many ways that such ex-
ceedingly honest and unselfish persons
adopt to satisfy the Public— not, that
the medium is a fraud, but that they,
themselves, are brighter, intellectual-
ly, than the great mass of Mankind ?

Some even go so far as to ask the
Public to pay their way over the
Country to investigate the claims of
Spiritualism and its Phenomena ; and
return after visiting a few mediums,
some of whom they claim to have
known, previous to starting out, were
frauds; some others, who admit, and
have published the fact, themselves,
that they are frauds—and, then, ,come

out with a flourish of trumpets,
wherever they can get a hearing,
claiming that all Spiritualism and

spirit Phenomena is but a snare and
delusion, and the millions of believers
are a set of credulous fools, or luna-
tics not quite cranky enough to be
detained in an Asylum, but whom the
Courts should not admit to the wit-
ness chair.

Others go about, self-constituted
detectives, protecting the “world and
the devil,” against their own dishon-
est acts and natures, by inviting
themselves to a seance, regardless oi
its location, or the rights of others,
and attempting to show up a fraudu-
lent medium.

The majority of the latter are pro-
fessed Spiritualists—those who have
advanced beyond mere Phenomena,
and who delight in the Philosophy,
and never err in judgement.

I wonder what they will do when
they become spirits and meet the au-
thor of the quotation, “Judge not,
that ye be not judged.”

Is it not barely possible that the
Supreme Ruling Power of the Uni-
verse would be enabled to manage it
equally well if all such parties were to
attend strictly to their own business—
using all spare time, (ifany), in es-
tablishing more harmonious, agreea-
ble, and loving relations with each
other and themselves, and, thereby,
add to the comfort and happiness of
all Mankind.
Daniel Coons.

Brooklyn, N. Y.

A tree called the travelers’
tree, of Madagascar, yields a copious
supply of fresh water from its leaves,
very grateful to the traveler.

It grows in the most arid countries,
and is a good proof of the wonderful
Wisdom of Nature.

t'fdP In a garden at Bowling
Green, Kv., is a bush that bears a
large deep red rose, with two perfect
small roses in the center, which are
minerature copies of the big one.

A contented mind is the
greatest blessing a man can enjoy in
this world; and if in the present life
his happiness arises from the subdu-
ing of his desires, it will arise in the
next from the gratification of them.

t$3p Nature has presented us with
a large faculty of entertaining our-
selves alone, and often calls us to it,
to teacii us that we owe ourselves in
part to Society, but chiefly and mostly
to ourselves.— Montaigne.

IKIL» A smart young man picked
up a flower in a ball-room after all
the girls had gone, and sang patheti-
cally : “ 'Tis the last rose of some-her.”

loves to read and knows how
to reflect, has laid by a perpetual feast
for his old age—subscribe tor The
W atchman.

He who

IS"™ For development of mediumship, send for
H A. BERRY’S, MAGNETIZED PAPER.

Each sheet is Magnetized for the especial require-
ments of each individual purchaser.

| sheets (1 pel week) $.. Single sheet, 15cents..

Send lock of hair as a magnet.

Address H A BERRY, 1073 Clifton Park Ave,

Millard Postal Station, Chicago, 111

Send for photograph of Spirit White Feather,
Peace Bird, asa magnet of Spirit power. Price 50
cents. Address

H A. BERRY. Editress, 1078 Clifton Park Ave.,
Millard Postal Station, Chicago, 111

SPIRITUAL MEETINGS.

ifesf* The Chicago Association of Uni-
versal, Radical, Progressive Spiritualists’
nid Mediums’ Society hold meetings each
Sunday at 10a m., 3, and 71 p. m., at
Liberty Hall (Room 12), 213 W. Madison
Street.  Admission 5 cents. Public cor-
lially invited.

Dr. Norman MacLeod. Chairman.

_ 8®* Mediums meeting each Sunday at*
I p. m., at 104 22nd St.
A. B. Comau, Chairman.

Hew’ Mediums meeting each Sunday at
101 a. m., at Apollo Hall, 2730 State St.
Public cordially invited, Seatsfree.

S. A Danforth, Chairman.
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