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coffers to such an extent that the Executive has
been able to erect new headquarters in London at
a cost of £50,000. The Society has left even
Christian Science far behind, so far as London is
concerned ” (p. 9). A penny omnibus ride or a
telephone call might have evinced to him that the-
premises in Tavistock Square are not yet erected.
The ‘Executive ’ has nothing to do with thern : and
the last statement is unfortunately altogether
hyperbolic!

And as regards our great Founder, Helena
Petrovna Blavatsky, in the words of Mrs. Besant,
her pupil : ) '

“The large circulation of Madame Blavatsky’s
priceless works, the spread of the ideas which she
spent her life in learning and teaching, the growth
of the T.S. which she founded at the order of her
Master, and with the aid of her colleague Col.
Olcott, the ever increasing literature published by
her pupils—all these form her substantial defence,
the justification of her life’s work ” (H. P. B. and
the Masters of the Wisdom).*

ETHEL M. WHYTE.

Reviews
SoME INDIAN CONCEPTIONS OF MUsSIC

This lecture,delivered by Mrs. Maud Mann (Maud
McCarthy) before the Musical Association, and
privately printed in pamphlet form and later to ap-
pear in theirProceedings,gives in a concise manner
some important results of this artist’s studies in
Indian music. The lecture should be in the hands of
everyone who wishes to become familiar with the
music of the East ; for justas by a knowledge of the
Eastern Wisdom, the deeper secrets of metaphysics
or religion are laid bare, so, too, some of the hidden
fundamentals of music may be gleaned from a
study of that art according to the Indian traditions.

In this pamphlet one may gather clear and
valuable information, about certain matters
inseparable from Indian music. These are:
Indian Modes ; Raga and Tala; and microtones.

Regarding modes: we in the West have been
content to work with two modes only, our major
and minor scales, out of alarger number of possible
modes. We have concentrated on the fullest
possible treatment of these, through melodic,
rhythmical and harmonic device. In the sixth
‘sub-race, doubtless, we may apply our skill and
science to many additional scales and modes,
to the enrichment and variety of the, musical art.

* Th‘is'Aarticle will be reprinted in leaflet form, and
copies procurable from Headquarters.—J. 1. W.

We shall also add, one hopes, the employment
of quarter-tones, or microtones, as Mrs. Mann
felicitously calls them.

According to the principle of the Indian Raga, as

herein explained, it is by no means customary to
employ all the notes of the scale which is used, but
only certain of the notes. And these Ragas, or
groups of notes, taken from a particular scale, are
so chosen because they evoke certain beings living
in the subtler worlds. Here we begin to touch
upon the occult side of music.

In Tala, we find the principle of rhythmical
structure which underlies musical art. This has
been worked out separately, with great elaboration
in the East, and Western musicians have much to
learn from it. ° ’

- In the present era of change, all things are in the
melting-pot, not excepting music. We know that
in the future there is an inheritance of knowledge
awaiting us, and we look forward wistfully to the
day when They who administer Divine Knowledge
for the world’s blessing, will again reveal the
secrets of the beauty of sound in their fulness for
the further uplifting of a regenerated humanity.
Meanwhile in such studies of Indian music as the
one before us, there seems to be a clue to the hidden
science of tone, which, if we follow, may lead us to
some vast store of that knowledge of which we are
in search.

FRANK ]J. MERRY.

SoME FORGOTTEN TRUTHS OF HINDUISM.
By J. SHRINIVASA RAO.  (Theosophical Publish-
ing House, Adyar. Price 4d. net.)

Inthispamphletmany passages fromsacred books,
such as the Bhagavad-Gita, Puranas, or writings
of Shri Shankaracharya and others, are quoted to,
prove that Theosophical teachings are not a novelty
but completely in accordance with Hinduism. It
is argued that Truth being eternal and existing
through all ages in the mind of Brahma, no new’
dharma can be possible, and the doctrines taught
under the auspices of the Theosophical Society
must inevitably have been put forth before by the
Rishis who understood such matters, and to Whom
humanity is indebted for the scriptures left for its
guidance. The T.S. is itself foreshadowed in the
account of the preparations for the Krita Age,
which would come in the far distant future, seeds
for its people being selected out of the higher Egos
at the close of the Kali Age by the agency of the
Sapta Rishis, Who will be invisible to ordinary
men. Thus are we taught in the Matsya and
Vayu Puranas, also that when this comes to pass,

. our humanity will be on the way towards that
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Theosophy, :and this should remain the paramount
attraction—the one dominant -note of the Society.

Is there not a danger that this will be obscured
as the pressing demands iby Leagues for support,
appeals for interest and invitations for dissipating
energy ‘become more and more insistent? THE
VAHAN gives its .pages :to reports and notices
concerning these various Leagues and becomes less
readable in consequence, ‘because instead of
“Theosophy we-have béwildering records of meet-
ings, aims and intentions.

Because of the Leagues there is the risk of an
-astigmatism in respect of the integrating character
of Theosophic Fellowship, for they tend to make
.coteries, to accentuate side-issues and to assume
undue proportions in relation to the broad and
defined aims of the Society. And I think I may
add too, to the great ends of Theosophy itself, if
these be to make Theosophists.

The Theosophist derives his fire, his 1mpulqe and
‘his attitude from the central fount and the existing
-organisations outside the Theosophical Society with
their specific aims should be the richer by the
inclusion of his power in their activities. There
.are great bodies like the Moral Instruction'League,
‘the Anti-Vivisection Societies, the Esperanto
Association, the Boy Scouts, etc., which exist for
‘their specific purposes and are well based and
.organised. This indicates that there are vast
" cultivated fields ready for the varied activity
tendencies of F.T.S.; and in making our own
Leagues we lessen the possibility of leavening
these outer organisations, while it is questionable
whether our own Leagues affect the general outside
streams of specific work and enquiry which is

carried on by each Society.

The desire to do, characteristic of those on the
Path of Action, is in no way assailed by these
comments, the intent of which is to preserve the
.cohesiveness and single-pointedness of the T.S.,

" and to suggest the effective play of the Theosophist
in the work of the world. Yours, etc.
ALBERT HADDOCK.

[Nore.—We are always grateful for suggestions of
this sort for the welfare of the work. We have long
felt that the ensemble of THE VAaHAN has suffered from so
many long notices of ‘League activities, and that the
urgency of their- appeals and invitations was -quite
disproportionate to the place of altogether minor
importance the Leagues .occupy in relation to our
Theosophic work -as -a whole. THE VAHAN was
disposed to be .indulgent in the matter of space, in
order that they might have every opportunity for a
good start; but it was decided a short time ago, with
the full concurrence of Mrs. G. Herbert Whyte, the
National Organising ‘Secretary- of the T.S. Order of

Service, that League Secretaries should be asked ito
curtail their announcements.—ED.]

On the general question of the Leagues, cf. the article
in this issue on “ The T.S. Policy.”

JoINT LODGE MEETINGS

Si1R,—The suggestion by the Hampstead Lodge
in the last issue of THE VAHAN should com:nend
itself, 1 think, to-all Lodge Secretaries.

It seems to me an ideal method of bringing
neighbouring Lodges into closer contact, of giving

opportunities for the formation of new friendships

and the cementing of old, also opportunities for
Secretaries to compare notes; and where the
intervening distance is small, it gives a splendid

opportunity for combination of forces, for propa-

ganda work midway.
I may mention that the Clapton Lodge is looking

forward to spending a happy evening ‘on the- 23rd’

inst. with the North London Lodge "as its guest.
I'am sure I echo the sentiments of many, in saying
that friendships formed under these ' conditions,
where the aims are identical, can only result in
good for the Society, good for the individuals, and
good for work. Yours, etc.,
R. WITTEY.

[NoTe :—There is everything to be said in ‘favour of
the linking up-of Lodges and Centres in this manner.
But we hope no semi-official Sub-Federations, or other
¢ wheels within wheels’ in the way of organisation, will
be formed in our already over-organised T.S. Over-
organised, that is to say, on paper, but very under-

organised so far as the possibility of real personal

touch with Fellows is concerned.—Eb.]

THE T.S. CONSTITUTION

SiR,—I am still much concerned as to-the safety
of the Constitution of the T.S. It certainly looks
to me that it is being gradually, but surely,
coloured by the O.S.E., with all its ramifications;
and has not this fear some justification-and founda-
tion when one sees the Official Organ of the T.S.
devoting so -much space to same, and so many
Lodges and Centres working actually for it.

I perfectly understand the T.S. accepts all, but
the safety valve against prophets, dogmas, and
‘isms’ getting control is its absolutely unsectarian-
ism ; and we must be particularly careful to guard it
from any ‘form of dogma or belief.

Undoubtedly all Theosophists believe in the
future coming of Great Teachers, as in the past, but
to.definitely state a great soul is coming, how, and
probably when, and to hint through whom He (?)
may manifest is not a dogma the T.S. should
father; and itis certamly not a study of comparative
religion. Yours, etc.,

ARTHUR S. WENT.
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by J. I. Wedgwood; 26th (in Lecture
Hall), The Hosts of the Angels,
K. S. Banks.

THURSDAY, 8: Blavatsky Lodge. (At 194), 6th,
20th, study, Four Great Religions. (In
Lecture Hall), 13th, The Six Systems
of Hindu Philosophy, Mrs. Betts;
27th, The Vedanta, Col. Lauder.

FRIDAYS, 6.45: Meeting of the Order of the Star

" in the East (at 194).
7.30: League of Healers’ group.
8: Light on the Path Lodge (at 194).
7th, 21st, The Nature of the Christ (open
meetings) ; 14th, 28th, When the Sun
moves Northward (Lodge only).

EVERY DAY, 6: Meditation (Saturday and Sunday
excepted).

Executive Committee

- A meeting of the Executive Committee was held
at 2.30 p.m. on 11lth January, at Headquarters.
Present: W. Bell, D. N. Dunlop, Miss K.
Douglas Fox, Miss E. M. Green, L. Haden Guest,
Fredk. F. Laycock, G. H. Whyte, Mrs. G. H.
Whyte, the Hon. Treasurer and the General
Secretary. Mr. Sinnett, Vice-President of the
T.S., was present at the latter part of the meeting.

Mr. D. N. Dunlop was elected to the Chair.

Regrets for absence were notified by the General
Secretary from Miss Bright and- Lady Emily
Lutyens.

The membership report showed, since the
previous meeting : sixty-three new Fellows, five
transferred to other National Societies, thirteen
lapsed, twenty resigned and three deceased ; making
a net gain of twenty-five.

Two Charters were granted to form new Lodges
at Ilkley and Wolverhampton.

- Six Centres were authorised at: Blackheath,
Harrow, Hastings, Horley, Jersey and Lincoln.

Arising out of the discussion of the legal pro-
ceedings in India and the cablegram sent by the
German National Society to the President of the
Theosophical Society, it was decided to send Mrs.
Besant a letter assuring her of the entire trust
and confidence of the Executive Committee of this
National Society and their sympathy with the work
which lay before her, and to send a copy of this
letter to the General Secretary of the German
National Society.
~ The report of the Finance Sub-Committee was
read and discussed,

The report of the Propaganda Sub-Committee
was read, showing that the falling off of donations
had seriously crippled the possibility of suggested
work. ‘

It was decided to hold the next meeting at 2.30
on Saturday, 15th March, at Headquarters.

New Lodges and Centres

A Charter has been granted to the following
Fellows to form the Ilkley Lodge of the Theo-
sophical Society : Mrs. Copland, Miss M. Harrison,
T. H. Lees, Mrs. T. H. Lees, Mrs. Moberly,
Miss A. G. Pickersgill, Mrs. Rawlinson, and Mrs.
Woalker. The officers are: T. H. Lees, Presi-
dent ; Miss M. Harrison, Secretary ; Miss A. G.
Pickersgill, Treasurer.

A Charter has been granted to the following
Fellows to form the Wolverhampton Lodge of the
Theosophical Society: G. S. Hodson, Mrs. G. S.
Hodson, H. Hudson, I. G. Lees, Miss A. G.

Nelson, B. Old, Miss E. F. Shaw, Miss E. O.

Shaw, Mrs. Thomas and Miss M. Tomlinson.
The officers are: Bernard Old, President; G.S.
Hodson, Secretary; H. Hudson, Treasurer.

A Centre has been authorised at Blackheath, to
be presided over by Mr. and Mrs. Padgham. :

A Centre has been authorised at Harrow, to be
presided over by Miss Kate Smith.

A Centre has been authorised at Hastings, to be
presided over by Miss K. Shaw.

A Centre has been authorised at Horley, to be
presided over by Mrs. Hallett.

A Centre has been authorised at St. Saviour’s,
Jersey, to be presided over by Mrs. Dawson.

A Centre has been authorised at Lincoln, the
Secretary to be Mrs. Winter.

CHARTER RETURNED .

The Charter of the Rosicrucian Lodge of the

Theosophical Society has been returned and the

members of the Lodge have. resigned their
Fellowship. . .

Affairs in Germany

The. General Council, which is the supreme
legislative body of the Theosophical Society, has
by unanimous resolution requested the President to
withdraw the Charter of the German- Section

(under Rule 36). We do not know if the President
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*Copy OF THE ENCLOSURE WITH THE OFFICIAL
INVITATION TO THE GENERAL CONVENTION OF THE
(GERMAN SECTION
To the honoured members of the Gevman Section of the
T.S., who ave members of the Ovder of the Star
in the East.

The undersigned are in duty bound to notify you
hereby that the Executive Council assembled in extra-
ordinary meeting on December 8th, 1912, has passed
the following resolution.  This resolution has not been
passed on account of any existing differences of opinion
or mutually conflicting standpoints, which, it goes
without saying, can be represented in the Theosophical
Society, but only on the ground that the attitude which
the leaders of the Star in the East have taken up
towards the German Section seems allogether irrecon-
cilable with the First Object of the T.S. If therefore
it be said that the German Section excludes certain
views and standpoints, this must be characterised as
incorrect.

Theresolution above mentioned runs: The Executive
Council of the German Section of the T.S. regards
membership in the ¢ Star of the East’ as irreconcilable
with membership of the Theosophical Society, and
requests members of the ¢ Star of the East’ to leave the
Theosophical Society.

The Executive Council of the German Section will
consider itself compelled to exclude from the German
Section members who go not fall in with this request.

Proposed by the Executive Council of the German
Section.

THE GENERAL SECRETARY. THE SECRETARY.

F.T.S. who wish to acquaint themselves more
fully with the German point of view may obtain
information about this—and the newly-formed
Anthroposephical Society—from Mr. H. Collison,
27, Clareville Grove, Onslow Gardens, S.W., who
is responsible for the English edition of the
German Official Organ—the Mitteilungen.

I have received a long letter from Fraiilein
Mattilde Scholl, editor of the Mitteilunger, main-
taining that the account of the Munich meetings
given in the December Theosophist is incorrect
and a breach of confidence. I declined to print the
letter here on the grounds (i) that I should require it to
be written in more tolerant and courteous language,
and (ii) that the Theosophist, not THE VAHAN,
published the report. THE VAHAN has already
given publicity to Mr. Francke's statement as to
the alleged inaccuracy of the report, and only
reproduced four passages (bearing on English
doings) which were endorsed by him as true
statements of fact. J. I. WEDGWOOD,

General Secretary.

* Nore.—I must apologise for the roughness of the
translation, which had to be done hurriedly by myself as
THE VAHAN went to press.—]. I. W.

THE VAHAN

The Month’s Propaganda

What should be the equipment of the Theoso-
phist? If he is to lecture he must be able to
speak well, clearly and fluently, using a carefully
cultivated voice and method of expression. If the
Theosophist is to write he must be able to select
from his thoughts that which he wishes to put
forward and put the thought in clear language.

But all do not speak or write, many help the
cause of Theosophy in other ways which do not call
for such immediate expression of Theosophical
ideas, yet for all a certain equipment of Theosophical
and of non-Theosophical knewledge is necessary..
What is this equipment ? Perhaps it is the non-
Theosophical knowledge we need to especially
consider. In the Theosophical knowledge we are
not particularly behindhand, most members get a.
good grounding in Theosophical ideas and read the
chief Theosophical books. But many members do:
not acquaint themselves sufficiently well with the:
non-Theosophical knowledge. Take the case of
psychology. The Theosophical psychology is so:
wonderfully illuminating that the ordinary books.
on the subject are not very interesting. But
nevertheless every Theosophist should at least
know something of the work of ‘ orthodox”
psychology if only for the purpose of notappearing:
ignorant to scientific people and in order to be able:
to speak to such people of psychology in terms.
they are accustomed to use and according to ideas.
which are familiar to them. Now no one can.
become an expert in all branches. But everyone:
can know something of the great departments of the.
world’s thought. And the question is: How much
should we know? What books should we read ?
‘What is the minimum of orthodox psychology the
F.T.S. should consider it his duty to acquire ?
There is, for instance, Prof. W. James’ Text Book
of Psychology and his Some Varieties of Religious:
Experience. Perhaps both are necessary.

The same questions may be asked about history,.
philosophy, the chief departments of the sciences.
(chemistry, physics, electricity, physiology), the
sciences of social affairs (politics, sociology,
economics), in fact about all the departments of
knowledge.

We should remember that the Theosophist is in
a position to take a survey of the world’s knowledge,.
just precisely because he knows where he stands
in the world’s history and can get past and future
into perspective. To the Theosophist’s eye much
of the apparent disorder and confusion of the
present is resolved into order in the contemplation
of a great sweep of time, a great chapter of the



























