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mword adorable (commencing with a vowel,) required that n. a
fore it should be changed into c<t, he accordingly added the t.
W hile he was writing, “the Archbishop held a piece of pad--
board under his chin to prevent him from seeing the paper on
which he was writing; but lit wrote on, not at all incommoded.
The paper on which he was writing was then removed, and an-
other piece substituted : but he instantly perceived the change
He also wrote pieces of music in this state, with hi'- eyes closed.
The words were under the music, and once were too large, and
not placed exactly under the corresponding notes, lie soon
perceived the error, blotted out the part, and wrote it over again
with great exactness.”

The case of Jane C. Rider, known as the Springfield Somnam-
bulist, created, some years ago, much wonder and speculation
among intelligent persons acquainted with the facts. 1 find the
following account preserved in my note-book, with a reference
to the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, Vol XI, No. 4 and
5, (which work | have not now at hand.) for more particular in-
formation.
meetic duties in the dark, and with her eyes bandaged; would
read in a dark room and with cotton filled in her eye-sockets,
and a thick black silk handkerchief tied over the whole. These
things were witnessed by hundreds of respectable persons. She
learned, without difficulty, to play at backgammon while in this
state, and would generally beat her antagonist, though in her
normal state she knew nothing about the game, and remembered
nothing whatever which occurred during her fits.”

Facts similar to the foregoing have been familiar more or less,
to medical men of every nation for many ages. They are re-
corded in the books, and no one pretends to doubt them. Yet,
strange to say, the idea that phenomena of a precisely analogous
nature to those recorded above, can, in particular persons, be in-
duced by a certain physical process, is met, upon a 'priori grounds,
with the most unqualified incredulity by many physicians, even
jn the face of constantly occurring facts, and the most absolute
and unexceptionable testimony! It is gratifying, however, to
reflect that Truth exists independently of the belief or disbelief
of men, and that it possesses an intrinsic power which must
finally make it conspicuous to the general mind, despite the
incredulity with which it is at first met; and this fact is now
being signally exemplified in respectto the subject referred to.

Facts, established and universally acknowledged, such as are
connected with the phenomenon of Somnambulism, afford an ad-
ditional and powerful demonstration of the existence of the in-
terior senses. How, we might ask, can somnambulists, often
with eyes closely bandaged, and in a state which to others
would be total darkness, read or write, or paint or embroider, or
do many other things equally demanding an acute exercise of
the sense of sight, unless that sense is developed in some other
way than through the medium of the physical eye ! This ques-
tion imperatively derna..ds solution before any one assumes to
deny the existence of interior senses as definitely constituted, and
as perfect in their relations to outer objects, as the physical
senses themselves. We would also have it duly borne in mind
that the interior senses in some of the cases referred to, acted in
entire independence of the outer organs of sense.

We are now prepared for another step in our disquisition,
and shall proceed to consider the varied phenomena of what has,
perhaps unfortunately, been termed A nimal M agnetism.

This term, by conventional usage, signifies that power or in-
fluence residing in the human system, by particular conditions
of which, two persons may be placed in certain sympathetic xe-
Ja’mn's with each other. There is much reason to believe that
the same principle which in man is termed magnetic, exi ts, in
modified formp in all organic bodies in the animal, vegetable,
arid mineral kingdoms. In the mineral and vegetable kingdoms,
it-; manifestations are not so conspicuous; yet the laws of in-
duction seem to justify the conclusion that the commingling
emanations of different crystalline bodies in the mineral king-

Miss Rider «would walk in her sleep, attend to do- |
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dom, cannot be without their effects upon each other, ar,]
rectly upon the solid bodies of which they are a part n
relative positions of mineral bodies in the earth, being apparent
ly in accordance with general laws, seems to confirm this. fv.
elusion.

Similar remarks are applicable to the vegetable kingdom
The apple-tree planted in the forest, soon becomes grows af,j
gnarly, as by sympathy with the wild vegetation by which it
constantly surrounded; whereas, on the other hand, wild v
tation introduced into the society of that which has been refined
by cultivation, soon changes its aspect in -such a manner w
believe cannot be entirely accounted for by the mere different*
in the quality of the soil. These remarks are more or kssappij.
cable to all vegetable productions.

In the animal kingdom, the same sympathetic influence i tv.
only displayed in the mutual affections and attachment-of a,,
mals of the same species for each other, and which bind ’hr,
together, as it were, by a chain of reciprocal influence o.
certain animals the sympathy seems to be partially under
control of a kind of will-force, and is thus made to exert a r.
tive action upon animals susceptible to its influence. d hu\
pents, and some other animals, seem to possess a power of fu-/.
nation over certain other living creatures, a- is proved by nu-
merous and well-attested facts.

In man the same sympathetic principle is displayed in a gi -
variety of forms. For instance, the action of any particular
faculty or passion in one person, tends to excite the action of
corresponding faculties or passions in the minds of persons with,
whom he may be in communication. Thus mirth excites mirth,

joy excites joy. sorrow excites sorrow, &c. It is upon the per-
fection of this sympathetic transmission of sentiments and emo-
tions from one person to another, that the pleasures of social in-
tercourse wholly depend—an important fact, by the way. wh. i
should be thoroughly studied and understood by those who wow; i
form congenial social relations.

But of the same sympathetic influence almost every one h
times conscious, even when it has not been developed by direct so-
cial intercourse. Often on meeting a person for the first time,
one will feel, almost before a word has been exchanged, an in-
describable attimction to him, which cannot be accounted for by
any knowledge of the quality of his mind or affections, acquired
by any external process. On the other hand, how often on
fa-st coming into the presence of a man, do we irresistibly feel
that there is an indescribable something about him which we do
not like, even though we may at the same time have no doubt
of his general moral integrity ? The same influence renders
us unavoidably stiff and formal while in the presence of sorog
and free and open while in the presence of others. The whole
phenomenon appears to be referable to certain peculiar spiritual
emanations with which each person is surrounded, which, in tl
language of the new philosophy is called his “sphere.” Th-’
spheres of different persons must be naturally adapted t, ;
other, and must blend and unite according to the law of muiwb
affinities, or else there is no congenial association.

When there is a perfect blending and unity of the spheres
spiritual emanations of different persons, and the minds of such
persons are interiorly susceptible of impressions, and are pr
perly free from the disturbance of outer influences, another phe-
nomenon sometimes ensues: thoughts and emotions flow from
mind to mind, without the employment of the organs of speech,
or ofany external signs. How frequently does it happen, when
two congenial associates are sitting together in silence, with ail

obtrusive influences discharged from their minds, that the
thoughts of both will simultaneously alight on the same subject,
even though this be totally foreign to the theme of previous con-
versation! This may be attributed to the fact that the blend-
ing of their spheres measurably unites them as one being, and
thus briugs the motions of their respective minds into unison
and faiiitly extends the wave of thought from one to the other.
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happen* Unit Winn on** > uP{***<bj jir uiiolImt, <vm though nn
ieen, the other will think noil ttlic;l|i of him a nmn<'iif before hr-
appeurunee  Tlii m»In‘ii*im-iivin ii.¢f «<=li<ilii< nt orrui r>m <tli.ii
it him given rinc to a well-known proverb which w< n«ul nut m
pout. Sometime* thi* COllseioUHII" MT" till Uppi lI’IE N1 fl1'ich,
is, in ptri'iii't «f b< 1in- li'iiipi ruincnt» ‘e»<e'<”lingly iinj/i' [ 3
A clergyman informed me that hi* mother in law, Mm J

residing In I’rovidtuc i- |( | hu'l I «liwiinet cm «<ioiixnoh tin-

approach of her liii .h;ilij on h** ¢<*»’ll from s<u, ultlioogh h<
had no other re,iN,n to <lpent his nrrivnl at itk i me Thi- im
pf union coiiiinriici-'l .<vr.il hour# hefen. he nni'l" hitapp'-nr

ance, an<l she accordingly prepare.l herself for his reception.
She knew the instant he pined his hand upon the latch of the
door, and hail arisen from iter sett and advanc'd to meet hint
liefore lie entered.

The wile of nclergyman in Maine lately informed no that
her father while lying on his death bed, hud a distinct (<reep
tion of the approach of his son who resided in a distant town,
though none of the family expect'd him at the time  Wh< o0 in
mentioned that hi* son was coming, and near the house, they
supposed him to he wandering in his thoughts tint in if<w
moment* afterward the soti entered.

We could relate many fact* of this kind did w< deem it r<
cessary. The foregoing are -ulliclent to prove tho action of
wind upon mind through an invisible medium. This medium
may for distinction( e call' d //f/lgwh m it consists of the pc
culiar “pin imi or spiritual emanation* which surround every hu-
men hiug tan.ilogon* in principle to the emanations which sur-
round all inferior organisms,) and it is hy the commingling or
interpenet ration of the sphere*, that thought* and emotions are
sympathetically transmitted from one mind to anothei  Mtill
wore decisive illustrations will occur #h we proceed.
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self to ho pinch'-1 or pricked with a :h:u-p ill str.u/ie«l./ i

Jen. [u it runl ponding j/iiin  Hornetiii.i »}< i, « i

«yen oh</ th' wvolition] of the Opc/atoi /. ving boutilm
room wilhoot « w/i'l h'Ur/ Il n to him, d k<i v [«
insinmm ¥ which th' form ol oy nmi.il Oi'iU I< j.i<=ni<d
hefore Ih<-subject with th' /ividni-si of /<¢Ix  !'/'.ply by tbe
iiiH.h i,i f ,,f the operator *imagination w1 o/ lih)<c .0*

V" 1Jidiiy i,, imbibing imj"' "mi mhem th' imnd of mop<
rotor, and cvi*o /ion. th™ general iiicnt.il almo phcc by widen

they ur« mroufile'l iin'l the:'- they ajl i'lute in th'ircwn
i'" 1 "ilo'fy ili'l m. comhi» <4 form-. » "™-h -V.y , to md\;
:'Ir hope ’sion Upoii ihe. minds of tho ¢ pi<ent tl -h-y/e
c i>1 this ®no vi'dge hy |, indlj.'ii'd"iit ol ;/ ¢ 1lmi.
their minds,

W)ic-n the mihjcct ie with 114 cm, <i.lol fhi: cp'/ 1</ pmlin
CMilmil il :lioil A:1h I thi*'11-/ <M i iympilhml,s ; (¢ ni:in
lil< manner e-ial>lishe.d with tl< latti-i ie< genc.i.jdy the .oh
ject Can he.tr the ep<<'liof HOO n' -C'p.i.c I o/,i. utjo/l
with him

‘Jhe for' go'op is intend' d as it v iipfion of a jixf<<|
stage ol t)i' n m.e'ic ‘'ii< In th though il gghied
may iiave ome degree of int<rior sight /<>l <cep
lion* which it give-, are o hende-l with tj< >m of
aurrouii ling n.iid- that it is nc to < rlied jpo It

perfect stage of the magnetic condition will he d c;4x fi th*
seq uel.

We have not mentioned ivdated fact* to prove the /> tty of
such condition* as that al.ov-, described, simply h<exu tlics
have now liecome so common a* to preclude the i«¢ ty Hoch
Condition* may he witnessed almost aiiy day hy th Who Will
take the fiains to inform themselves  J'esidc ther<: . t ,w cr/,
paratively little incredulity * listing among inte,lig<-nt n.indfc
a* to the reality of this state. Although the doctiineof Animal

We are now pr<pared for the proposition -That the phci* Magnetism haw been compelled, under th< mo tdi <I 0

<HI person, like the organs of the body, is, within certain cireuiii-.".ai.c  to light ® way. inch hy inch to 1-,.ce.
limit*, under the centr<d of tho will. Admitting the existence jit now number.-; among its. believer-, many of th< mo-t <>t
of the spheres’ ol which we have spoken, and that these often men of the age. both in »h. country i.o-i n. L < id few
s"trvo ava medium for the sympathetic transmission of thought* * there are who arc not ‘willing to a»:.-.nowledg< iere i*
from one person to another, this proposition becomes intrin .ical- something in it ;) but kom much, there -re. jnan/ v.i.o ;. *t pre
ly probable aml almost self-evident. Indeed it is difficult, if not. tend to say and apparently do not even cue to '/.now
impossible, to conceive how a medium or organ of spiritual con-  In the light of what has been sai | upon the forey ,ng <
veying or expressing thought, can exist without to some, extent We obtain a ration-1 vnolion of ..noth’; - B mt of
o<irig under the control of thought it*elf. snurniAi. iurut' 00 1 u-e the term -piritual i) m.-ions

Actual facts confirm what is thus from the nature of the case lin a sense including all those distinct i| pension# v
rend, re | almost c-rt.ain. Let two persons of congenial spheres, made hy foreign influence upon the ini* Lot pi.. Jim

mil temperaments, and naturally sustaining positive and nega-
relations to each other, seat themselves together, with

of man, whet her these impression* n lull from the act  ypon
;the mind, of the invisible emanation i—mai'ni-Jic emanation*, if

free from all disturbance by outer influence*. Let the jthe expression is allowable - from -.ii rounding thing

be actex| upon, then become perfectly pn>-sive; and let the
intently fix hi* mind upon hirn. with the design to produce

in results To highten the effect to be produced, he may

use physical contact, and certain downward passe* with the
hands. In thi, way the blending of the spiritual essence-, of the
two may h* carried to a great extent. The subtle fluid per-
vading the nerve* of sensation in the subject, will be withdrawn
hy the attrcaused by the force of the operator™ will, and
all the physical senses will be closed In thi* state the subject

;material world ; whether they are caused hy the yu.( '.c
laction of spirits ui the bo-Jy. oi hy tle :<t«/i/r <..on c; mi/.’s
out of the body.

The possibility of impressions diming to the mind th, ,gb
other channels than the physical senses, cannot for one moment
be denied by those who admit the foregoing statements in re
gard to the phenomena and principles of magnetic xymp.itby
The peculiar susceptibility of the person in fhe m:/,.<m, %X
i* evidently owing simply to the gn at unfolding of the <n <x

cannot see nor hear hy the outer organs of those senses, and the jof the spirit, which ensues upon the closing up of the < e« of

most difficult surgical operation can be performed upon him

the body. The magnetic state, indeed, is a sind of .. ".hoia

without the slightent pain, a* ha* been proved hy hundreds of Itrance, which correspond* in it* e*:-enti.-| features to the c t

example*.

Itrance to which we have before referred. Now between the

At the same time, by the perfect blending of the spiritual es- \tranwic state and the most undeveloped state of the min ' there
sencex of the subject with those of the operator, the former ha* jare evidently, even in person* in their ordinary conuitio; « -1

for the time being, almost lost hi* personal identity, and expo-

intermediate degrees of xpiritual unfolding 'J’ii-i <mii. - -v-

rience* sensation* and emotion* mainly through sympathy with (tained by universal observation m respect to th< rei itiv. mmi

the operator or other person* with whom he may be in commu-
nication If the operator taste* any thing, the subject experi-
ence# the same taste without putting the substance into hi* mouth,
and will generally tell what it i*. |f the operator cuusce hixn-

festation* of interior life in different individuals. J follow-
then, that in proportion to the expansion of one-* interior bf*,
(which of course include* tiie development of bi#it’, “r<or es.
will be hi# susceptibility to interior or spiritual imprt .uone,
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©von though he is not under tlio influence of what in ")[IMwn

as human magntotism resulting from the action "f all"”iu
poiHinu
The impression-, which may he received by ,,n0 1TM

ual jninuiple is properly unfolded, are of three g Ml ml kind
they may I>0 either retrospective, prospective, (pi“ph' lie) or
they may relate to fads, truths and principles, the knowledge o|
Which could not 1)0 received at the time, through Ihc rimunrlisol
the souses. liUheruf these Kinds of impression may lie re
Coifed from either of three general sources from the invisible
emanations of existing things in the outer World ns adder eon :

the interior senses; from the sympathetic action el spirits still
in the material body , or from 1Llike Action oj spirits who have
departed from the Hesh

Many welt authenticated examples of interior impressions of
each of these kind.- and arising trom each of these sources,
might le re be mentioned, as occurring in past, and present ages
Among the most familiar eases on record are those found among
the Hebrew writings. Moses, and Joshua, and Isaiah,and many
others win.se names and writings are found in the Old Testa
ment were evidently subject to these impressions. It was sufd
ol Kindi the prophet, that ho could toll the King ol Israel tho
words which the King of Syria, (with whom he wo- at war,)
spake in hi.i bedchamber. This would indicate a kind of cluir-
tot/,:>ur, In addition to his high susceptibility to interior im-
pressions.

Among lho heathen nations of those ancient times, interior
impressions were equally common. In Kgypti ui, (Jrecian, and
Roman history, tunny such impressions arc recorded with tho
same marks of religious veneration which characterize the simi-
lar records of the Jews. The history of Zaroastcr is quite ob-
noun- What, we do know of him, however, renders it highly
probable that he received his best impression:; interiorly. The
game mey bo said of Confucius, and somo others

Tho history of every ancient nation also presents its accounts
of angelic or spiritual appearances, and of impressions being re-
ceived through them. These appearances, in their main fea-
tures correspond, whether found among Jewish, heathen, or
Mohammedan records. Angels are said to have appeared to
many of the Hebrew prophets, and gave them instructions.
Socrates, and mmy other distinguished persons among the
heathen, were frequently conscious of the presence of spirits
Paul, win! *on his perilous voyage to Romo, was comforted by
ail angel from these spiritual visitors, heathen and Jew re-
ceived impressions. The accounts found among the rocords of
both, appear to be equally well authenticated

It would he useless for any one, to contend that spiritual im-
pressions occurring in precisely the same manner with those to
which we have referred, entirely ceased with tin early <‘hris
tians  If they ever really existed, no good reason can be assigned
why they should ever cease Resides records and testimonies
much less obscure, and more easily verified than any which are

found either in the Old or New Testament, show that interior
impressions coming in precisely tho same general manner with
those of old, have occurred in more modern time and are of
daily occurrence even at the present day.

The experience of Janon Bokiimj. may be mentioned  afford
ing some decided examples, ilocbmc lived and wrote at* Jorlilz,
in Upper l.matin, in the forepart of the 17th century. His
parents being poo)’ peasants, the education which he received at
school Wiis very imperfect} and through lib: lie followed the oc-
cupation of a shoemaker. 1T was, howc.v- r, of a devout npii it,
and with a philosophic desire for truth,be dwelt much in th-
undisturbed contemplation of Nature. !(;» euiifinu. . in ho.
earne 1 d' .ire lor interior knowledge until, to use his own lan-
guage lie became “surrounded by a divine light for seven days,
and stood in tho highest contemplation and kingdom ol joy '
t*e v.as subsequently trg'dn surrounded by tin. same' divine
light” pod received farther knowledge of interim things, inso-
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n.uel, that on walking abroad into tho fields ami vicwill
herbs and grass, he sawInto essences, uses, ami p.,,,"*"
A third inferior illumination occurred someyears sulmeq,,,,,,
the latter, wherein additional mysteries were in like
Unfolded to his mind  His writing,, |Ut.ugli mixed with ,;nh|’
tie-! a i< ulting from circum dunce,, which surrounded hiiiq 1((

i tin- iiillticncc of hereditary impressions contain ninny Valun,|,

~ U" u lions and gi-nei ali/ation. who h |[>|,isdny \\. re altngf.l,,

I novel.

j  \nabigous to lIn- expi-rii-ncrs utJacob [I'.oclinie. (Ihnitgh inii(
l'i-ili-et) were manj’ of Ihe expcrieiiecs ol I'maniw-i. Swish ,iK
of whom we have before tgioKeii A ole IVuin lbusft ratio vl,,|
we havi seen Swodenborg frequently rnl-crcd, he often ex.,,,
eiii ed interior iiiiprehsions and illumination:' as though In-Wi,
in the natural ami spiritual worlds at almost one and Iha stu,
time.

The life ol Ji ... ivin.i.iw, aboii ndo witli examples directly j,
point. | would recommend a perm al of the beautiful aulnim,
i-aphy of tins devoul. and amiable mm a, the only menli". d
justly appreciating the i~vidn.ee afforded by hi c\pel ienc- (¢
the eon,slant, guardian hip of fi iendly spirit;  Kvcry iinporlwjit
step n!'Stilling' life aeem- d tu be direeled by prompt ingH tOft
the, inferior world and in lhedark e | ;e.u mis of Itd vm,.ily, who,
hi Wir destitute, and without .-redil and wlo-n /miiit.dioli peisi

niary aid became absolutely necessary to save him from
some mu ecu baud wa alwaysoolotreelied for bis i.s islanee, am
relief would conn- often from quartern from wliieh there were o
possible reasons to expect it In his you! It after having gmwi
out of his early associations, he suddenly lelt an interim- im-
pression which commanded him to depart trom tin- plare ol bis
nativity. Obeying :lie impression, be wandered l.u tli without
pi,.as, and almost moneyb-.-i , and after pa; sing tbrmigl) nuiiy
obequered scenes lie found him*. If a student. in fbe medical
college at Strasbiirg lie was without funds, and with but liV
personal acquaiut-aiices, but lie thrice received, without asking,
pecuniary assistance on the very day when it was absolutely
needed, and from sources wlienee, be did not <xpeot if

At a subsequent time, being (ddiged by an exacting lubd)lord
to pay rent on a particular day, the day arrived and found him
without means to meet the demand. Jlaving no credit, owingto
his misfortunes, he was thrown into the deepe 1 mental distress,
when, an hour or two before the payment- win In be made, u
postman arrived with u letter enclosing one hundred and fifteen
rix dollars from his friend (jootlie. who. without the Knowledge

| of Sl tiling, had caused the publication of the biography ofllie ld
ter s youth, and had received that- sum ill a portion ol the pro
coe I, wliieh lie felt prompfed to send him at that Lime. Many
like occurrences, Home of them still more remarkable, took place
in the subsequent part, of Stilling s life, which would seem to in-

i die etc tho kindly oftico of some protecting spirit, in providing fur
hi-, relief in hours of need, by influencing the minds of tihm*wo
Could assist him  Hut the. circumxliimvs need to be known in
order that the facts may be appreciated ; and our limits at pu
sent admit of no further reference

One fact, however, may still be related us a specimen of may
uflier;: which occurred in Stilling’s experience. Ilaving a, a¥
time, ooe.r ion to write on businc to bis friend Ile.-s, Stilling
while engaged in writing, suddenly felt a deep internal inpit-
sioil, as though a voice bud spoken within him, that bis fririiJ
Livater “Would die a bloody death (lie, death ol o marlyr.l
II- Was impressed to Write this to Hess, which ho noeordingljf
did. Inte.il weeks after .stilling hail this impr.v mu, I..vaM
received :i mortal wound from the hand of a Nwi s gi <uadier,
incite |, ai; it was supposed, by some political jealousy.

Jr. fje.org.e Ib- Ibmunwlll-, a physician and Analuiplinl
preae,!, r, who rei ided at (Jcrm.ntown, I’a, before und during
the Ar-.ericaii revolution, was al-otubjecL tuinferior impre,-. idr*
I' .n an exceedingly benevolent »t'4> 1T *T lit tum li ol Iit'
tiin ; ill b’ stowing gratuitous medical ultenfioq upon tho por-
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One morning lie told bis family that he felt impressed to ride
into Philadelphia (nine miles distant) by a consciousness that a
vessel had just arrived in port, having on board a poor >ick
sailor wrlio needed his assistance. He accordingly went to

Philadelphia, and found the sick sailor, just as he had de-

scribed.

During the revolution, while Philadelphia was occupied by
the British, Dr. De Benneville resided a portion ot the time at
Reading, Pa. One day while there, he ordered his horse and
chaise, saying that the British had onthat day evacuated Phila-
delphia. and that matters there required his immediate atten-
tion. His family at first thought him wandering in hi< mind :
hut they suffered him to depart. A day or twoafterward, intel-
ligence arrived that the British had actually evacuated Phila-
delphia on that very day!

A gentleman of the strictest veracity residing in New York,
(whose name 1 am not now at liberty to mention) recently in-
formed me that he had a distinct impression that if his brother
embarked on a certain sea voyage which he was contemplating,
he would in some way lose his life before his return home,
though of the >k<tiethir circumstances that would attend his
death, he had no foresight. Immediately on receiving this im-
pression, he wrote to his brother, who was at a distant port, to
dissuade him from going ; but his letter was too late to be re-
ceived. Some weeks afterward, he had a distinct impression
that his brother was undergoing the process of drowning, at the
very moment when, as he afterward learned, that event was ac-
tually taking place, though his brother was at the time not less
than five hundred miles off. 1 must here remark that distance
appears to have little or no effect upon the causes of these im-
pressions.

We might swell the list of facts of this nature to almost any
extent * There is, indeed, good reason to believe that interior
impressions, either through dreams, visions, or by direct influx,
are more common at the present day than they have been at any
previous period of the world's history. The present nervous
susceptibilities of men. and the high degree of unfolding and
refinement to which a large number of minds have arrived, form
conditions more favorable for frequent interior impressions and
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pended a million of miles from the earth, surrounded by the
blank void of space, and unfamiliar with Nature’s operations
upon the surface of the planets; and if wc could suppose a mes-
senger by some means to be sent to him. who presents detailed
accounts of psychological facts such aswe have given above, and
then proceeds to describe the wonders of wonders involved in
the growth and constitution of a blade of grass—which may it
be supposed he would be be«t prepared to believe? Would
Inot oue appear to involve as great u wonder as the other ? and
would there be any great difference in their respective degrees
of credibility ?

The reason why so many persons refuse their assent to. and
even recoil from the contemplation of, such psychological facts
as the foregoing, is because a dark and dismal veil of materialism
enshrouds the best powers of their minds, and. regardless of the
infinitude of unseen causes and principles which pervade the
length and breadth of the universe, they are firmly shut up in
the belief only of that which can be seen, and felt, and handled !
But if man would only turn his thoughts inward, and duly con-
template the mysterious and immeasurable universe of his own
soul, he would never be disposed to say of what it may .at be
capable, especially in the face of well-attested and cons:antly oc-
curring facts to the contrary.

One more remark: The psychological facts to which wo have
referred evidently belong to the general categories in which we
have arranged them. Facts occurring in ancient and modern
times, are all marked with the same general, characteristics.
None of these facts, then, should be considered peculiarly sacred
and authoritative, because they are found recorded ina ticu-
Jar book : none should be considered profane and unworthy of
attention, because they occurred since that book was compiled.
Let all be received for what they are worth—no mom nor no

,less : and let us rejoice in the evidence of an inspiritr n in cur
mown day. far more perfect than any that existed three thou;.and
years ago.

The superior claims which some of the records of the Bible
seem to put forth, are attributable to the earl + when the
books forming it were composed. If. for instance, the first tact
stated in relation to Dr. George De Benneville. had occurred

spiritual influx, than any which have ever existed so extensively jthree thousand years ago. it would have beenrecorded s vewhat

in the world before. Furthermore, in the present crisis of man's
social and spiritual history, there are personal and general in-
terests at stake, which we may naturally suppose are more cal-
culated to excite the interest of spiritual intelligences iu the
higher world, and to call forth their assistance, than any condi-
tions which have ever existed among mankind heretofore. And
from facts which have come, and which are constantly coming to

our knowledge, we have good reason to believe that there are -

scores ifnot hundreds of persons residing even in the cities oi'Xew
York and Brooklyn, who are more or less subject to spiritual
impressions of the various kinds to which we have referred. Of
these things the world knows but little, because, for fear of the
ridicule of the sensuous and skeptical, they are seldom made the
subject of conversation, and even when they are. it is with re-
serve, accompanied with the injunction of secrecy. At no dis-
tant period, however, these psychical exercises will be better
understood, and reduced to fixed principles ; and then there will
not only be a free communication in relation to them, but all will
be instructed and profited thereby.

Some persons will probably deem it incredible that the human
soul should he capable of those wonders which we have attribu-
ted to it, in the foregoing remarks—even in face of the known
causes and principles by which we have attempted to rationalize
the facts we have stated. But if we could suppose a person sus-

An intelligent and well known clergyman recently told me that
he had notes in his possession sufficient to form a considerable vol-
ume, concerning interior impressions and prophecies which have
been fulfilled, not recorded in the Bible, but many of which are even
more remurkablc than any found in that book.

on this wise : = And the voice ofthe Lord cametm: Dc Bonne-
ville. the physician, saying. Arise, get thee hence : for "hall in
Philadelphia which is by the river side, there liefD tn sick,
nigh unto death, and needeth thine attendance. Sc T\ Bonne-
ville arose and departed, and came unto the city, and fair..: ti e
man that was sick, even as the voice of the Lord had desorb ed
to him."—And the incident as thus related would .. .Y< day.
be believed and reverenced as a sacred and stupendous miracle.
On the other hand, if the great and amiable Reformer who lived
in Palestine, lived in our day. and pretended to predict with
certainty the destruction of a city, or to read accurately from
the memory of a woman the fact that she had had five hus-
bands, he would be pronounced a deceiver: and by a - who
make hereditary faith the touchstone of orthodoxy, a, ay at
collusion” would be raised as a convenient sulaitnte for in-
vestigation and argument. But we trust the reader will remem-
ber that the lapse of a few thousand years can make a essen-
tial difference in the sacredness of Truth; and that whether
it is developed in the first or the nineteenth eentu m  this
processor that.it should be equally cherished and vca. -aued.
Aud that love for old phenomena and disclosures which would
preclude a jimt appreciation of the equally truthful is a
mere love of a.a and orms and names, and not a love for
those immutable principles established by the Deity and oter-
jnally operative in the Universe, exhibiting their |I'g
jphenomena and results in every age and nation.

[To be concluded by a consideration of Olairvoynme. and the
inferences deducible from the whole j
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NATURALISM AND SUPERNATURALISM,
DAVIS'S REVELATIONS, 8cC.

BY NELSON BROWN.

Brktiihkn Understanding that, the “ Univercoeluin 5is to he
a fearless Advocate of T ruth in all its religions and philosophic
forms,or coming from whatever source; and that its columns
will ever he open to free and candid discussion, | have taken
the liberty of offering you and the public a lew thoughts upon
one or two subjects much agitated at the ptesent day. They
are subjects indeed, which lie at the very heart of Christianity
and Religious Philosophy. Isincerely trust they will continue
to be agitated until we all find the bottom thereof.

There are two extremes in the Christian world in regard to
miracles. The one, ultra Supernaturalism, the other naked Na-
turalism.  The one imputes all miracles to a direct exercise of
divine, omnipotent power, without regard to Nature, her Laws,
or the nature of things ; or in other words, a power in direct
antipodes to all known or unknown laws of Nature—above, and
contrary to them all;—a kind ofbrute force exercised—blind to
every thing except to actual results.
philosophic, natural magic, open and comprehensible to all when
its principles and rules oflaw are discovered, and governed by
certain immutable and harmonious laws, all within the circle of!
physical nature.

Now we believe there is a middle course here—one more in
harmony with true philosophy, and the nature of things. We
fully believe there is a great battle near at hand in the Christ-
ian world upon the great subject of miracles; and all who are

The other is a kind of’
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are men of ardent mental temperaments, and in their invest-,'
tions after truth have possibly traveled to unwarrantable ex
tremes in reference to some grave matters of Theology, pj,;.
notan uncommon infirmity, certainly not one that should quit*
unchristianize or expatriate them.

W c have read the t:Ncw Revelations,” and we have ponder,
ed more deeply the old. W e give our decided preference tothe
writings of Moses, the Prophets, and the Evangelists. We am»
not prepared to rank the new Revelator with Isaiah. Jesus Chriq
or the Apostles. This to us would be impious at least. To w
it seems profane to argue that any mere man can hope to rank
equal with the especial Son of God, to teach higher and mor*
important truth than he taught, or wield the same miraculous

power. Jesus is represented in the record as being something
more than a mere man, or a ‘ fully developed man. * Illis
was a mission higher than that of prophet or seer. He wa*

sent of the Father to save the world, to bring life and immortal,
ity to light, and to reveal to man a perfect code of morals. He
and he only, was. or can be a true representative of the father
—the brightness of his glory—the perfect image of his person
To me he is the *resurrection and the life,” or he is nothing
That he revealed great truths which 'otherwise never could
have blessed a wanting race, seems evident. That he revealed
all divine truth, is improbable, and it is certain he revealed very
little of what, the world calls philosophy. His mission was not
that of a philosopher. That he revealed the highest, the mo-t
important truths of ethics, duty and destiny and of the Father
that man can ever hope to learn while in the flesh, I have no
doubt. Yet that he left unrevealed many important truths, to be
revealed to man in subsequent ages, and in more advanced

interested in the coming contest, whether Christian, infidel or lstages of enlightenment, seems neither inconsistent nor profane

philosopher, would do well to begin soon to polish and put in
order their weapons of offense and defense. This great moral
battle must be fought with keener weapons than of old; they
must pierce deeper than of old, to obtain a victory. The mode
of warfare is changing with believer and unbeliever ; new and
more formidable weapons have been forged, and soon will be
gleaming in the sunlight, and ringing upon helmet and
buckler.

Scarcely any subject connected with Christianity has attract-
ed more attention of late in the Universalist denomination than
that of miracles. It is indeed a grave subject, well deserving
this attention. But it should, methinks, be a little more care-
fully and candidly discussed. We should not be content to
aiail our faith in miracles to a few old, stereotyped arguments,

merely, or be too confident that we have thus arrived at the nc jto say.

plus ultra of all knowledge, and all philosophy in regard to the
rationale of miracles.
There has already been some discussion upon the subject by
the clergy of the denomination mentioned, and which has ap-
parently grown out of the socalled " New Revelations.”7 There
has been exhibited. | am sorry to say. no little bitterness of
spirit in some quarters, and of unmanly squeamishness in others. |
A very sad course to get at the Truth, or to convince the error-
ist of his errors. Some have shouted humbug, others excom-
munication! and amid all this Popish thunder, and war of
words, | have seen but one candid, manly review of this pro-
scribed Book, and that had but very little to say concerning its
religious philosophy.
In the estimation of many, some ofthe ushining lights” of the
Universalist clergy are fast verging to absolute infidelity, and that
in their efforts to escape the Scylla of supernaturalism, they are
likely to bedashed in pieces upon the more frightful Charybdis
of naturalism. Now this may all be true, but there is a better
and a more gospel way to win them back to Reason and Truth,
than denunciation, and the idle and irritating cry of: humbug !’
There is a gospel rule of brotherly love and kindness ; an arca-
na of truth and argument; all this has been too much neglected.
W c have watched the course of these so called u Reformers ’
with no little interest, sometimes with fear and trembling—some-
times we admit, with feelings of mingled contempt and indigna-
tion. But we cannot say we cherish any unworthy feelings now.
These brethren have perhaps erred, but their errors we would
ibly hope are of the head rather than of the heart. They

He revealed while upon earth sufficient for the age in which he
lived, and 'perhaps sufficient for all succeeding ages. In the first
dawnings of the Gospel, it is well known, that even the imme-
diate disciples of Jesus did not understand many of his revela-
tions and truths. They were ;; hard to be understood.  They
understood not fully the crowning glory and truth of the Gos-
pel—the resurrection. They entertained very'vague views in re-
I'gard to the “ kingdom of heaven.” Peter did notunderstand the
'covenant of grace in its extent and triumphs until enlightened
by a vision on the housetop at Joppa. Sufficient was revealed
for that age—more indeed than they all understood. | can see
nothing absurd or contradictory' in the idea that still future gen-
erations should be blessed with additional revelations from God
As to the manner of the revelations | have nothing in this place
It may bebyra more perfect development of our nature.
I can find nothing in the Bible, in reason or the nature of things,
which bids me to confine all miracles, and all divine revelations,
to the Apostolic age. There isno intimation in the record that
all ages from the death of the Apostles, onward and for ever,
should be shut out from any' additional revelations of divine
truth. This is a subject too much neglected by Christians. We
should like to dwell here a little longer, but space forbids.

To ask for a higher revelation than that made by prophets or
Jesus Christ seems to me inconsistent and profane. To ask for
subordinate revelations, and even to expect them, is to my mind
consistent with reason, the record, and the yearning heart The
great central truth of Christianity, of philosophy and religion
we already have—the resurrection—a future life of blessedues-
The great central truth of moral ethics we also have—the
Brotherhood of the Race. The Golden Rule of practice we have,
and the doctrine of a common universal Father.

To me the comprehensibility of God, the “ mode of his exist-
ence,7 the divine philosophy of the origin of worlds, and of the
race; the philosophic rationale of miracles, etc. are subordinate
considerations, or forms of truth. Even were they' revealed to
man, | can sec no important practical benefits they could be-
stow upon the intellectual or moral nature of the human race
They might satisfy' an idle curiosity, they' might herhaps en-
large our views of God ; but this is not probable while in the
tlcsh, and with our present innate love of the marvelous. Such

* The reader is referred to an article on the Philosophy of Mira-
cles, in the 2d No. of the Univercoolum. tor what we have to say con-
cerning the powers whichChrist possessed and exercised, s- b. b.



mSPIRITUAL 111 JLOS 01*11 Kit.

knowledge, if revealableat all to finite being*; we ahould natur-
ally suppose would be reserved for the glorified state of man.
But we may be mistaken here *

Kven if we take the ground that God exists in all Nature, and
that he cannot be separated from it; thatall Natures operations
and laws are but the voice or thoughts of God that there are
no miracles in the popular understanding of the word nor can
be . that all worlds carne into their present form and harmonious
arrangement by the operations of mere natural laws operating
for untold ages, and that man himself, the noblest work of all, is
the mere product of nature—springing up blindly and rather
mysteriously, and by slow degrees growing from reptile to ape. and
from ape to human form divine—I repeat, if we take this ground,
where indeed is the great practical good of it. even though it be
tolvl ground ? Docs is remove a single difficulty with the doubt-
ing Christian ? Docs it really satisfy the avowed infidel any bet-
ter if he is a thinking reasonable one? The mode of God s
existence is still a mystery, we cannot get at it any more than
we <m get at the es-tnee of matter, or the immortal germ of the
spiritual Man  Whether God exists in or independent of M at-
ter ; whether he is a tangible or an intangible Entity—in the
form of man. or without form, is equally mysterious and incom-
prehensible as to his mode of exi-tence—the mode of his all per-
vading power. And all this anxiety to make a strong point here
in reference to the mode of God’s existence, and to baptzie it
as one of the hiuluxt forms of Truth, seems to merather idle to
eav the le.isfi It reminds me of a grave controversy which agita-
ted the Church during the dark ages in reference to the form
the Soul would assume when separated from the body. Some
contended that it would assume a round others a square form, and
still others that it could not exist inany format all. unless it had
something to exist in!  Some of these remarks have been made
in reference to an article which appeared in the first number of
the mUnivercuelum,Zwritten by W. M. Fernald. Much of that
article 1 approve, however.

We now return tothe “ New Revelation.” Do the endorsers
of this Book assert that it is a miraculous revelation ? We be-
lieve not; yet its origin seems equally as mysterious or as pre-
ternatural as the revelations of the prophets, or the miracles of
Christ. How do they then account for its origin ? By a pecu-
liar and a newly-developed power or quality of the Mind, which
even enables it to approach the heavenly arcana and hold con-
verse with disembodied spirits—with Moses and Elias for ought
we know. This power is common to all men it is said; its full
development, however, is attainable by few only. Very well—
but what have we gained in this revelation by the way of ex-
plaining the actual rationale of all these wonders of which it
treats? Shall Mr. Davis himself do it? He admits his ina-
bility. lie is unconscious what his revelations are until shown
him by the Scribe. Shall the Book be credited as a divine and
* great revelation ? Are there internal and external evidences
of its genuineness! As to its genuineness, there is at least some
proof. Its divine authenticity, however, is more gquestionable.
We do not in this article intend to go into any argument on
this point.

We cannot take the ground of Professor Bush in regard to
the Book ; perhaps wc should, however, did we have a similar
purpose to serve, and considered any mere man as infallible in
all theological dogmas. | must confess that the Professor, in-
stead of throwing any light upon the subject in his learned,

* We think our good brother is “ mistaken here.” If the nature
f God, his mode of being, and the philosophy of the origin of all
things in existence, are matters of no practical importance, of what
Consequence is any revelation from the Divine Mind concerning
himself and his work*? We cannot entertain the supposition that
all knowledge on the subject referred to, is beyond our reach while
we remain in the form; nor can we conceive of any “ glorified state
of man,” here or hereafter, that does not result from the proper de-
velopment of bis faculties, and his consequent pecreption and appre-
ciation of the truth.

It is only by a better acquaintance with the laws which operate in
the world of matter, and the world of mind, and their application to
the constitution and government of society, that we can rationally
expect to realize that universal reciprocation and harmony which
will constitute on earth, the kingdom Heaven. b. b.
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though somewhat misty review, ha- r>?'" hfk'-red it He
admits that Mr. Davis really eonver-ed wi*h spirits. that he
actually received his revobvions from them True to the v»e-
denborgian philosophy, he admits ... th.s He eor.-. ler-,

Davis an hon< -t revebitor in all thing*  f r as he is concerned
But. alas ! he was sadly sinned against! -Some of these revela-
tion-, militated against Swedenborg : the new Revelator was to! I,
in the spiritual world, that all the theology of the .-Swedish Seer
was not pure gold! This staggered the worthy Professor a
little. He was willing to receive at sight and on tru-r ne.rly
all the wonder- of the Poughkeepsie Seer, save those which
jostled his particular nailed-fast theology! That must not he
meddled with. It was already perfe ct and full-grown. Nought
could be added: nought diminished! God forbid that we
should be harsh or uncharitable with any man. IV e esteem toe
Professor as a worthy man. We admire him for his independ-
ence, but not for this miserable shift in relation to the’ lying
spirits Iz Yes, according to tthe explanation of Professor Bush,
some wicked, loquacious spirits, out of envy or spite, perhaps,
against the disciples of the old Seer, or perhaps out of a mere
mischievous love for a joke, actually lied to poor Davie the new
Seer, especially in relation to certain Swedenbo-ginr. doctrines!
This makes it all clear—and the reputation of the Professor s
peculiar dogmas, and the reputation of the balance of the Re-
velations, stands based upon a firm foundation lint enough of
this, and perhaps too much. Thinking, untrammelel minis
will judge for themselves where the truth is in this matter

We again advert to the subject of miracle:, and we do it with
humility and reverence. W hat do we understand by miracles ?
The general understanding is the exercise of a power above, and
contrary to Nature and her laws : or a result which is wholly
preternatural in its character. The miracle is generally con-
fined to force ofpower, while divine Wisdom and rules or law-
in reference to the application of that power are kept in the
back-ground, and but little considered. Now to me. all matter
all forces of physics and of spirits, and all wisdom, are identified
and in harmony with the legitimate laws and rules of Nature.
| take an enlarged view of Nature—perhaps too large. | wish
to be understood here : we are too apt to be deceived by mere
technical terms. | embrace spirit as well as matter in the word
Nature. Nature itself possesses a Soul, or an energizing power.
W hat that soul is—whether it be the -ubtle essence of matter,
the Deity, a mysterious energizing law. or an infinite ramifica-
tion of laws, | know not—I am not anxious to know It D
enough for me to believe that all the laws of God. whether
natural, or apparently preternatural, are, with the great Law-
Giver, if not to human perception. Natural Laws. It is only
because man is finite, that he cannot discover them all, or un-
derstand a hundredth part of those already known. Many of
these laws never can be revealed to man. for they are too closely
identified with the infinite : wdth the divine Essence or Spirit
and Immortality. Hence the All-wise God will ever be. amid
the rolling cycles of eternity, iufinitcly in advance of Angfds and
glorified Spirits in Knowledge !

These laws are doubtless infinitely diversified. They are not
alike, yet all in harmony. Some are probably identified with
mere matter ; other with spirit: others with man as a grand
whole. Some, perhaps, with the origin of man by generation ;
some with his transition to a resurrection state ; others with his
eternal progress. There is awondrous law in constant operation
in reference to the reproduction of the human species. That
law calls mind into existence. W hence came it? What is it ?
Here again we must stop. It may be said that God works an
especial miracle in every instance of natural birth. But there is
no necessity of such a position. Min or the immortal gem of
mind, comes into being, and man becomes a physical and a
spiritual entity. The spiritual nature -urvives the wreck of
matter and the crush of worlds, and lives forever. Now it
there is no miracle in the popular sense, in the origin of mind,
why should there be in the transition of the mind to a -spiritual
vehicle” in the resurrection state? Both these laws may be per-
fectly consistent, and with God, natural laws. We cannot com-
prehend them, it is true ; we comprehend not the reproduction
of the grass of the field, or of the most insignificant plant. Man.
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in fact, comprehends but very little of tho philosophy of Nature,
or of Spirit. In the resurrection of man, a wondrous law is
brought into operation—a law co-existent with the being of

Jehovah, and to his perception, established upon a true and | must continue to_doubt until we obtain more light.

philosophic basis. But never will it probably appear tully so to

finite mortals; though it is somewhat remarkable that Paul, in !the book originated, we at present ask not, inquire not.
- fice us to say, we are not prepared to denounce its author as

the 15th chapter of 1st Corinthians, took a natural and philoso-

THE UNIVERCQELUM AND

things, and hold fast that which is good.” We frankly Hiy that
we have found much apparent truth, in this Raddion an
much apparent vagary. It may all be true, but we doubt it, ang
That lipilt

116
Suf.

may yet come—If so, we shall be bound to walk in it.

phic view of the resurrection, in his analogies drawn from the limpostor until we learn more.

planting and reproduction of grain.
not, or where its arcana of forces.

Mhat this law is we know i
Whether it is put into |ing, sweeping,cut-and-slash reviews—and to read them one would

W e have read several reviews, so called, of the work—sting.

operation by the direct agency of God, his agent Jesus Christ— | suppose the book was ten-fold more vapid and trashy than the

or, whether it is an innate, self-moving law or spiritual force, | Koran !

we know not, nor need we. Bo this as it may, it seems reason-
able to conclude, that it is a law within the circle of Nature, if
we include y r rt end the laws of spirit in that circle.

may appear ultra and profane, but we cannot help it.

writer. He is neither a disciple of old or new Seer! He yet
holds fast to that old-fashioned revelation, the Bible. Our
motto is, onward free discussion, and a free judgment! Our

article is designed as no bait for unbelievers. It is in part de-
signed to reconcile them to the so-called miracles of the old Re-

cord by harmonizing them with the divinely established, though |
mysterious law, of the all-pervading Godl—laws based in | fidel until I positively know him to be such.

divine, though natural philosophy, with the comprehending in-
comprehensible !

W hy should the unbeliever oppose the miracles of the Bible

on the ground that they are opposed to the fixed laws of Na-
ture —opposed to the nature of things ? Shall puny man. a
mere worm of the dust, arrogantly exclaim—*It is finished—
we have learned out! we have discovered all Nature’s laws;
we have fathomed the phenomena of Mind ; we have sent forth
our lightnings, and in their vivid blaze we have read the hand-
writing of the stars ; we have penetrated to the very core of all
truth, and all mystery! we have scanned all laws in the uni-
verse of God. and none of them can raise the dead, or crown
man with immortality "

Presumptuous man! W hat is this Nature whose bight and
depth, whose full arcana of secrets, you boast of having explo-
red —the very pulsations of whose awful laws you seem so well
to understand ? " Hast thou,” asks an eloquent writer, uas-
cended step by step the mystic gradation that rises from the
infusoria, million fold in one little drop, up to yonder burning
stars!” And yet onward, and onward, to the blazing center of
the Universe, the throne of God, or the radiating focus of all-
pervading forces! Knowestthou the thousand links that make
up this great Nature as thou callest her, which run from atom
up to Creator? Darest thou assert what laws there are, what
there are not, and what is the power of their forces? Thou
knowest a law; true, but that law may be within a law!

Knowest thou what forces lie beyond this curtain of mystery ?”
Forces there may be there, that await the liwreck of matter
and the crush of worlds.” before God bids them leap forth and
create new Heavens and a new Earth."
There may be forces there, proud unbeliever, which act even
now though witnessed in their operations only by the all-seeing
Eye. Forces that cleave the clay from the “ spirit-stars,” and
which lift the soul to the presence of angels ! 0, it looks very
arrogant to see a man who has never built any thing higher
than Babel—not half so high as one of God’s own mountains—
who has never seen much farther than Sirius, or may be some
dim nebula that hang around the outer threshold of the firm-

ament—to hear him talk of the laws of Nature,” what can and |

what cannot be the result of those laws.

ticle to this perhaps unreasonable length. But a boundless field
of investigation and thought unexpectedly opened before us.
Our heart yearns and burns within us for further utterance,
but for the preseilt. we must be content. W e trust we shall be
granted the privilege of continuing the subject at some future
time in the Univerccelum.”

ift are by no means a disciple of its author.
for doubt and mystery.

This view -

_ ; _ cann We are jthing to calmly and scientifically dissect it.
confident there is no designed profanity in the heart of the jtament for instance.

Though our views may in some
respects, correspond with those of the ‘-new Revelation,” yet lor thought.
There is still room

Our motto should ever be— Prove all |

1 always have suspicions of such reviewers who wrest
a paragraph here, and a half one there, and belaboring them
that they may worry and devour each other. It isan easy raat-
ter to find fault with this book or any other, but quite another
Take the Old fes-
It is not a very hard matter for a shrewd
infidel to turn much of it into absolute ridicule; so much so
that the uuiustructed would be in a fair way soon to become in-
fidels also. This would be done by picking out a flaw here, an
apparent discrepancy there, and a real contradiction in another
place, and disregarding all rules of exegetical interpretations.

A word and we have done. | will denounce no man as an in-
I will call no man
hard names, though he be infidel or Christian. If he is in er-
ror. 1 would by voice and efforts of kindness, and the calm power
of Truth, try to win him back to the Gospel of Christ and the
paths of Wisdom. We are all frail, erring mortals. None of
us should be over-confident of infallibility in moral goodness, on
religious dogmas. No man should say he has learned all, and
that there is nought beyond him. Onward—onward—Ilet our
motto be, in the power of Truth and in the baptism of Love!
Truth is Truth, whether found with Christian. Infidel. Jew or
Pagan.

LABOR.
WRITTEN FOR THE UNIVERCFfiLCM.

T here is a nobleness, a grandeur, yea, I may say, a divinity
in labor which has been overlooked, or not fully comprehended’
W hat is labor but a part of the immortal mind—or rather,
what is it but the embodiment of the mind’s thought, which ie
immortal as mind itself? There was a time when nought but
chaos and darkness reigned through the eternal vault, which is
now beautified by numerous worlds, and lighted up by ten
thousand dazzling suns. That mysterious, glorious sun of ours,
with its ocean of flame, dispensing every where light and heat,
existed, as you now behold it. in the mind of the Eternal One,
before it took its position in the heavens where it is seen,
Mercury, the daring thing! which seems to play into the very
eye of the sun: Venus, the beautiful Venus: Mars, the fiery
god: Jupiter, with his broad belts lining his surface : and Sa-
turn, with his beautiful rings : all wheeling their rapid course

| say this may be so. | around their common center, are the labor of God. and the

embodiment of his thoughts! In these, which seem only the
indices to worlds more grand, and systems more sublime, you
behold the thoughts of the Almighty. He has written in this
magnificent scroll, which is unrolled from zenith to horizon,
the thoughts which have passed through his mind from eternity.
He has registered them all there, by the labor of his own hands.
Read them. O. man! in that glowing record of the sky. and
learn therefrom the divinity of labor.

Man was a beautiful image, first formed in the mind of God;

iand according to this image, which was as perfect as infinite
But we did not intend when we sat down, to protract this ar- jwisdom could form, was man afterward made.

The image be-
came a living man. possessed of a rational soul. Hence is man
ithe offspring of God. And since he is the offspring of God,
capable of thinking, and of embodying those thoughts in the
;labor of his hands, that labor loses none of its divinity. If the
Father's works be divine, so also is the son's when made in
imitation of the Father’s. In both is the embodiment ol mind
The one, infinite, of course—and the other, but

little l«ss than infinite.
Falls Village, Ct.
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THE CHURCH AND REFORM.

To accomplish aiy thing in the way of reforming the evils in
society, the Reformer must have correct ideas not only of the evils
themselves, but also of their cause or origin. Without this
knowledge, all his efforts will be unavailing, however pure may
be his motives, or mighty his exertions. Many a noble and
philanthropic enterprise has failed entirely for the want of this
knowledge. Among these, we may justly reckon the reform
which the Christian Church forages has been laboring to ac-
complished. The object aas been the amelioration from sin and
every moral evil She has brought to this work, men of giant
intellects and pure hearts, who have grown old in her service,
and died without any convincing evidence that the end for
which they had toiled was any nearer than when they com-
menced. hr;., the Church has toiled on. abating nothing of
her sea. :gh r .rsttaie ithat the longed-for goal is as far dis-
tant as ever. hat has been the cause of her failure ?

Firs: her : has not been the true one. It has been too
limited. It comprehends but the moiety of humanity. And her
work has veen mainly adapted to this idea. It has been an
isolated, individual reform—gathering one here and another
there, and separating them iron the world, and uniting them to
herself.  Here lies her error. And here is one cause of her
failure. She should not divide the living child" if she would
save it alive. N r should she draw any lines of distinction if
she would exert an inhueace over the whole brotherhood. -The
body is no." ani she should have a care for all the members.
Therefore if there are barriers erected which have circum-
scribed her influences, she herself has erected them. Let her
then learn wisdom from the past.

A second cause of her failure is. she has misjudged the true
ffhin «fevil She conceives that evil is inherent in man—that
he is bora in original sin—is totally depraved, and that he can
mljr fee reformed by divine power, and special application of
God’ grace through the holy spirit  Add to this fact, that she
considers this reformat: in’m i change here, absolutely essential
to inTnHan hereafter, and we dull readily see to what end all
Itorlihni nhave been directed. It is the conversion of souls, with
t view to their final safety. And to secure these ends, she has
u>toi to her aid confessionals, masses, prayers to the Virgin,
eucharlsts. bartisms. protractel meetings, bible societies, tract
societies. :Larch covenants, creeds, etc. These are her means
c: rraee and instruments of reform.

And in this also is comprised the most essential part of the jecture it.

T... sti-hne in - Oh . ‘ -
misdirected real,
wholly thrown away! Had Christians learned the truth, that *1
evilsstay be trace! tooutward circumstances and conditions of
life. aad Erected their labors to the correcting of these, what a
vastamount ifhuman suffering would have been removed from
the world. With the mighty influence and power they could have
called to their all reformation would have gone forth - upon
the wings 7 the morning, an! the miral wilderness wonil new
bloom in beauty even ns the rose. Instead ofthe unholy divi-
sions which nave torn, and ilstracted the Church in every period
«f her history, peace and union would have marked its progress
each individual feeling that he was laboring for humanity, an!
not for creed or sect. And it j« ray serious conviction that be-
fore Christmas cun be useful to the world they must ab andon
-he cre-e-is to whocto tney are now so thoroughly wed lei. and

Lt

which have 30 long torn and rent them asunder. With them,
creed is put before duty, and faith before works! They seem
determined to u show us their faith without works.” Hence one

sect declares it cannot fellowship &man, however pure his mo-! inall.”

PHILOSOPHER.

and time, and labor which have thus been j Spirit to be as separate from Nature an! men as the :
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tives or life, unless he believes in the Trinity or Polytheism
Another declares we must exercise faith in original sin. heredi-
tary depravity, and endless misery. And another still, r.ho
professes the widest charity, declares that we must believe in all
the miracles as related in the Old and New Testament! | must
remain then unfellowshiped. | cannot, to please these me”
come into the war against reason. | cannot travel back into
darkness to meet them on the spot where | left them years ago-
If they will come along, | will take them by the hand. Their
fellowship where they now are. | count of little worth It
could not advance much the cause of truth and humanity. Tk
word of reconciliation® is not yet committed unto them-
They are not prepared to receive it. Let them tarry in Jeru’
salem, till they be endowed with understanding. And if they
choose to be dragged along at the heels of reformation, we sure-
ly will not quarrel with them on account of that choice.

But the church claims to have accomplished a great Reform.
In what then does it consist? In matters merely of faith and
forms! and of little benefit has it been to the world. Nay,
the controversies growing out of this subject, have destroyed the
peace of thousands, divided families, involved whole nations in
war. and - rolled garments in blood!:; This is not the kin! of
reformation that will purify the fountains of social life, and
turn weeping and mourning into joy. All social evils originate
from physical causes, not from spiritual. Therefore faith can

never remove them. Something else is needed— os. - And
yet | would that every man might have faith—t-ue faith bA
has written his name and character in his own ,

and every man can read an! understand for himself, an! : -k no

priest to interpret for him. So has Ke enstumpei iaimirt-.-iy
upon the soul, and men feel that they mv;r live forever No
altars that bleed with victims, or smoke with incense—n. firms
rites, or ceremonies are required to deepen this faith in the
human heart. It springs up spontaneously there, and glows ,3
man increases inwisiim, ripening into full beauty as the ‘amp
of life goes out. g.s.

“NO FATHER TO LOVE, SERVE, OR TRUST."

in refer-
No

SrcH is the language of Rev. I. D. W Iliajisox,
ence to the views of the remarkable book of A. J. Dav;s.
7 :hertolovean bacre—nothing buta JGreat Positive M

It is certainly a matter of deep sorrow, that no enlightened
views of God. as to his connection with Nature have as yet
been generally entertained, even by those who have been styled,
*«'the men of God."—the teachers of our holy relisitn  TV5
cannot speak in indignation, so much as in sorrow and p.itw that
a Y.inling power of superstition, equal t »any heathen the 1i n
is yet down upon us in great iarkness. obscuring the feiree:
forms of religion, and discenraging every effort to lift this in >
bus from the reason and the heart What idea. then, can Era
Wiilliam sox entertain of a Father 1 Does he sutnse tha:
God our Father is as separate from his creatures as a ham an
parent is from his children 1 No, he is too intelligent : : n-
Then he must suppose him to be a $* irit conn:-::- i
in a more intimate manner. And will he even suppose mis
>1
Iktil whom he is so eloquent in denying' No! Who: men.
must be his ilea of Go! as a Father 1

If the principles of eternal Power. Wisdom. Goodness f
a Mercy and Truth exist in One Infinite Being, wh:
the Creator of *** as his offspring, and who is ever them
influencing and governing them, with infinite teni-:.n:S mi
care, how can he deny that this fully answers to cur best :
ceptions of a Father ' An 1this is the doctrine of Er D
book. Our brother finis nothing but a - Great F: --
And what pcs-ille eonceytion would he them of a Fathertv~
has not a Mia-i ; Dees he not recogmse inM a1/ "
precisely like our own. differing only in ex:in: mi purlty
that a Father can be ?*

But our brother seems to want a separate hob? b e r
from his children as a human parent is fro® his ~
not the idea of the Scriptures. The Asp-tstle says.tner™:* one
God and Father of all. who is “above all. *ad tnrtug- ad. and
Moreover, that «,t him- we live, move, and have cur

»5
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SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHER.

analogies. The Hand is the natural Symbol of Industry and
Labor, and as such isappropriately applied to the emblazonment
of the banners of the Trades, as wc observe in their festive pro-
cessions. And. analogically, through an instinctive perception
of fitness, it is applied to the Working-Man and Woman. The
Laborer is the representative of Industry, and as such must be
its perfect type; the name which designates him is of necessity
symbolic of the condition of Industry.
dition of Industry? Industry isin a rude and brutal state, ut-
terly devoid of elevation and refinement. The Hand of Labor
is divorced from the Soul; the heart and the head do not act in
fraternal communion with the hand: the affections have no
place in the work-shop. The Laborer therefore does not repre-
sent the heart or the head, and by a natural law of correspond-
ence which governs all things he can be and is only a Hand.

But the time is coming when Labor will assume its true rank,
when it will be honored and honorable, and the Head and the
Heart will rejoice in a union of brotherhood with the Hand.
The Laborer will be then, and not till then, truly free aud in-
dependent. He will be Man—a whole Man !

WORDS OF SALVATION.

As in physical science, terms are employed to express the

current, not the absolute idea or quality ; so in a philosophic i

religion, words should be significant of some actual, living prin-
ciple.  Where they are given an arbitral meaning, which
was only applicable thousands of years gone by. it is no wonder
that Nature disowns theology; or that the latter, to maintain

her Aunnaturalposition in the hearts and affections of men. !

should assume an authority over their capacities of thought;

and insist on an arbitrary interpretation, which reason can nev-

er sanction. In a natural system, words have no narrow or con-
fined signification: but as the ideas they express, become ex-

Now, what is the con-'

01

meaning of the other. W ith Jewish notions or Pagan fancies,
they had respective feelings and prejudices, which led them to
suppose that God could not be approached without sacrifice, or
formality : and that such as did not approach him in the given
manner, could not be his servants, or the object of his regard,
but, on the other hand, were subject to his wrath, and all the
misfortunes and sufferings dreaded by superstitious minds ; and
Salvation to them was an escape from these. In conversation
with such, the Apostles may have spoken of salvation as ef-
fecting this result,!when. in fact, it only effects their view of
things, giving them that peace in believing which they antici-
pated for believing, and saving them from the fear, when they
expected to be saved from its objects.

A less objectionable use is that which makes it to save from
sin ; but this does not neccssarilv embrace its wholepre®.nt im-
port. for it now is employed to express not only what is involved
in a return and reformation from vice ; but the whole work of
the Divine Spirit, in the instruction and advancement of man-
kind—more than a restoration to primitive innocency and enjoy-
ment—the continued improvement in knowledge and the perfect-
ing all our powers of living and of loving Terms generally ad-
mit of extended significations to keep pace with the advance of
the human mind Thus, “via lactic,” once convoyed no more thin
the idea of a dim. hazy light, of milk-white luster, spread abroad
upon the face of Heaven Then it came to signify an associa-
tion of numerous clusters of undefined stars. But know it ex-
presses that immeasurable ‘-circle of suns.” in which our sun with
all its system, is but an insignificant and scarcely discernible
point.

The jailer, terrified by the earthquake, and laboring under
the apprehension that he had rendered himself obnoxious to the

; God of the Christians, and had nothing but destruction to antici-

pate. cries out— W hat shall | do to be saved !" But it may be
inferred that he found this expression to embrace much more

panded, or the view enlarged, the old term grows to compre- jthan in this moment of excitement, he had desired or conceived

bend the new conception. It is here conservatism steps in with
her laws of definitions, seeking by the authority of an establish-
ment. or of past ages, to fix a limit to progressive theories, and
thus severs the connection between natural and revealed re-
ligion.

gBut that either the Catholic doctrine of transmitted author-
ity in the Church, or the Protestant denial of all authority, save
to the Apostolic age. is wholly correct, may properly be regard-
ed as a subject open to discussion. The probability is. in this,
as in similar questions, that “-both are right, and both are wrong."
for while we admit the right of private judgment claimed by
one. we cannot admit, more than the other, that all Heavenly
light and influence have been sealed up from all ages but the
first. Even the Apostolic Church cannot be regarded as the
perfect pattern, obsequiously to be followed, which the experi-
ence and intelligence of after generations might not improve.
We have no evidence that the early converts to Christianity
were unlike other men; while we do discover from the frag-
ments of their history, that the Gospel exerted but a partial in-
fluence upon their character or opinions. If by Christianity
is meant the religion of Jesus, then the time its corruptions
commenced was when it ceased to be spoken and lived by Him;
the cause being the weakness and ignorance of the human
mind. Notwithstanding the teachings of their master, the dis-
ciples appear to have formed very imperfect conceptions of
the nature and extent of the Gospel work; and to have confi-
ned its blessings to those under the Law. who had complied
with its forms and ceremonies ; so that they could scarcely tol.
erate Peter, because “ he went in unto men uucircurucised and
did eat with them/’

The use ot these remarks is to suggest that we are under no
obligation to receive terms in the Christian Scriptures, as they
were understood by the Jews or Greeks, at the time of their
conversion; or even as they were employed by Christ and the
inspired Apostles in accommodation to the narrow concep-
tions of those to whom they spoke or wrote. “ Salvationfor in
stance, is seldom used in u oomproliensive sense. Miny pen-
sons felt desirous of embracing the Gospel, and of securing Sal-
vation, who knew little of true spirit of the one, or the Catholic

When adhering to the conceptions of a spear7salvation from a
contemplated state of forced wretchedness, he might, in seeking
safety, come to a proper conception of the impartial, benevolent
and unfailing tendencies of Nature; and then, this term,
from signifying security against the wrath of a vengeful Deity-
or the pains of an imaginary fiery gulf, becomes expressive of
all the happiness and knowledge now enjoyed Cornelius,
thirsting for a fuller knowledge of that God he had sought to
worship through types and shadows : aud deeper inspirations of
spiritual life, for which he had discovered a prophetic desire
within, asks what he shall do: and is referred to Peter who,
instructed by the Heavenly vision, finds in the disposition and
desire, the solution to the mystery, and exclaims—* | -perceive
that God is no respecter of persons . but in every nation-
he that feareth God and worketh righteousness is accepted
of him.” He was told words of salvation. He had expe-
rienced a reformation morally, but was somewhat in doubt
theoretically, and desired a fuller revelation of God's char-
acter. a purer and more spiritual communion than he yet
knew. And it may not be amiss to speak now of this term as
twofold in its application, to accommodate it to the conceptions
of those in different circumstances, while in Nature there is but
one salvation; all things being of God. and working together to
promote the eternal and immutable purposes of his love.

In matters of a supernatural religion, we hear people speak
of being saved by their works and by their faith, when if there
is real value in either, they' themselves have resulted as the fruit
of some word of truth or deed of love. Truth is most potent to
effect this work, when we give it free course : and the
highest of all preserving, renovating forms of it yet given, is
the conception of a God. from whom all tilings are derived,;
purposing and executing the elevation aud purification of ;ili

; his offspring.
These are the great, all-reforming words, for which all soul-
i have longed, yet many have turned away unblessed; because
they were not uttered by the proper authority- 1key 'avo
secured the return of the wanderer, the reform ot the sin*
| nor. The prodigal son lost in vice, misery'and want, feels bis
pulse quicken into life, and a holy purpose thrill through his
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AOTHMA-IT8 CAU8B8E8 AND CURE.

ury A J. 1)AV 18

Amono the Varsou . diseases Which develop them*.'-1ve :in the,
human chest, Asthma is G»r*wi(Jone cl the m™*f dutre
Thor* are numerous degrees of int«-nniey if 'h*' fouriif*e.mee.tation-;
Of thin dls<-ivg blit il.i uniform phenomena warrant the simple
classification* which pathological physiologists have adopted

viz the moist ami dry, the continuous and periodical
I Tim Ca" i -Those disturbing nfluencr ; and causes of,

WHeh consumption is tillln the result, sometunes terminate, .it a j
certain point, or change thmit mode of action, and ultimate, in ; ,t
Inde<*d, the. can ¢! of |
but the dit'oi-.r-x themselves arc j ||,e patient i« chilled and uncomfortable in a keen, <ydd a‘r'os

*;, iriiodic all-d:*>n . lei med ftsfhiiu
the two diseases are identic il
diieiimhir i because dyspno* i or difficult br'-athing, i;itself a
cause of lung-consumption. The beginning causes are pre-di
position, accidental or artificial comprec *ion of lhe cheat, sleep

irig in places lower than the surface of the earth where car ;
Ixmlcacid gas accumulates in tsogreatabundnrice for the lurrgs j
exposure to the penetrating atmosphere of cold bleak moon 1the paroxysm, md are somM.irne : nee;-sary to the p,

tainous countries, or to damp, chilly, miasmatic v on*. If the
muscular or cellular tissue* of the lungs have been inflamed,
ami their component particles are made to move with increased
motion, then asthma may be developed.

The secondary eausesgre.the existence of d. md <r;retion ¢
in the air-cells, easterly winds, fogs, rlarnp feet, cootiM mb colds,
unmasticated and undigested food, and any tiling that emripro -
es th« ehsot ud obstruct* tbs process of re piration, and the
regular circulation of the Wood.

The pinoipa] causes arc easily recognized,

vent them. There are individuals who, because of unfatora

ble eircumsfano’
Of drensoly popul if, 1 or marshy localities, and suffer days and

nights with thi* dis'-aso, unheeded and uriaosisfed by society.j i;, fiirbor ry, and wild-cherry 1, :

1 cannot, but feel that society neglects her legitimate children,

when such dtp]orable instances ar-: presented to my mind. One JIfJ ounce »oach, put these together, and idd two *4 ,rt

Of the beautiful evidences of civilization is cleanliness; where
its opposite i* visible the conclusion is reasonable that oiviliza

MfV ft K(V V(I

i vendin' mmcontinue, R rr,)/

Mid, inasmuch a: j
every individual is liable, more oMc.-;>, to this painful discse, j
means should be instituted to remove those Cause*, and to pr<; j tj,

arc oom|," I''d to brca.f.lic the rnephitie vapors | treatment.

M AN ()

disappc w i
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- Tim.
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O thop, who art the fountain and the term
Of that, which men have called the Universe;
Whose breath, from char* like a living germ,
Confusion, void and darkness did disperse;
Thou, who uprolled'st tho suns, and spread the stars
Like sentinels in heaven and broke the bars
Of that mysterious and unfathomed night
Which hung upon Creation’s eyelids, till Tby light
Proclaimed the dawn! and woke aloDg the sky,
The stars and angels in one symphony,
Thou art tho true and holy—Thou alone
Movest the suns in fix’d unalter’d course,
And moons and stars—and with Almighty force
Upholdest all, from thine own glorious throne!

THE HURON WIDOW’S FAREWELL.

“1¢ a Huron woman dream thrice of her deceased husband, she
believes that he requires her presence in the “land of souls,” and
immediately obeys the summons by a voluntary death, commonly i

putting a period to her existence by a dose of poison.”
10ld New York Magazine

We have met! we have met! | have seen him now,

With his stately step and his lofty brow ;

We have met in the beautiful “land of dreams,”

And he roved with me there by the still blue streams,

‘Neath a brighter sun and a purer sky

Than hath ever yet beamed on my waking eye. |

In the beautiful land of dreams we met,

And | heard his voice—I can hear it yet!

With its deep, rich, musical tones, that stole
Like a spell of enchantment o’er my soul;

And how did my bounding heart rejoice

At the long-hush’d sound of my warrior’s voice !

Farewell! fare ye well! | have heard his call—

Earth sea, and bright sky ! I must leave ye all;

No more shall I dwell in the hut of my sire,

Or move with the dance round our council fire;

| must leave the green earth, which methinks never wore

An aspect so fair in my fancy before.

And fare thee well, also, my warrior’s son ;

We are parting for ever, unconscious one;

Dost thou laugh, my boy ? for the last time thou

Art clasp’d to a parent’s bosom now ;

Thou wilt sport on my grave at eve, nor know

That the heart which most loved thee lies moldering below.

Thou hast tortures to bear, a proud fame to he won,
And the death of thy sire to avenge, like his son;
May thy name he the dread of our foeman’s ear,

Son of a race that are strangers to fear!

But | shall not hear with a mother’s joy

Of thy deeds on the war-path, my Huron boy !

And to thee, oh my sire | must another bring

Thy drink at eve from the crystal spring;

No more shall the hand of a daughter guide

Thy light canoe o’er the clear blue tide,

Nor again shall I join the choral throng,

When the deeds of my sire are the theme of song.

Farewell to thee, father! | know that thou

Neath the weight of years are bending now;

Vet | go fruit thee, father! I must depart,

And childless | leave thee, all old as thon art!
Thine eyes must be closed by a stranger’s hand,
When thou wingest thy way to the “ spirit land.”

And fare thee well, mother! | grieve for thee—
Lonely and sad will thy dwelling-place be;
Thou hast wept o’er the fall of thy valiant sons,
And | only am left of thy cherish’d ones!

Thby grief will be such as time softeneth not,
For the heart of a mother hath ne’er forgot!
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Yet my smile at thy waking must cheer thee no more,
Nor my song when thy daily toils are o’er :

There i3none, oh my mother ! 1leave the none,

To sooth thee in sorrow, when | am gone;

But the summons hath come, and | must depart,
Though ur.solaced | leave thee to anguish of heart.

Yet lament not, my mother! our soul shall greet

In that land where the dead and the living meet,

Whore the friends we have wept come around once more
With the smiles which their living features wore,

Oft my spirit shall come, by the calm moonbeams,

To gladden thy soul in the “land of dreams.”

But farewell! for | hear the rejoicing sounds
That come from the “ happy hHnting-grounds
And the voice of my husband hath met mine ear,
Yet 1still am a faint-hearted lingerer here;
Farewell! fare ye well! I have heard hi - call—

Son! mother' and sire! | must leave ye all! S.S. C.
[Knickerbocker .Magazine.

itliscfllcnicons Department.

EXCERPTA.

TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH FOR THE CNINERC<ELUM,

BY MIG-NON.

In moral as in political ordinances, unity is perfection ap
proaching unity, is progressing to happiness which is not other
than repose in virtue. Our passions, enemies of a thousand
divers forms, cease not to withdraw us from unity, they sept
rate the will from the wisdom ; divide the sonl from the body
they provoke within us. insurrections, revolts and combats
God, in whom is resolved all perfection, forms the only center
toward which we can gravitate to escape from the multiplicity
of unregulated desires, as in times of revolution to escape from
anarchy men sometimes take refuge in monarchical principles
Thus are accomplished the words of wisdom: -'Every kingdom
divided against itself shall fall.”

T hat soul, you say, is insensible, for it has as yet given no
signs of life; say then. also, that echo is mute, because no voice

has come to awaken it.

One of the greatest charms of mystery, is the inhnite of which,
it seems a kind of revelation : thus, perhaps, is explained the
powerful and hidden attraction which some persons possess.
Their heart, their soul, exceed the ordinary limits : their ideas
their sentiments, have not the common measure.

Intusions are like the lightning which flashes in darkness
If the light but glimmers and goes out. the happiness which the
illusion promised, disappears: if the light is prolonged, the
storm is not far off.

A noble andsensitive spiritis conscious of its weaknesses: and
in its grief for them, and struggles to overcome, is great. An
ignoble soul is ignorant of, and rests in its imperfections. Bet-
ter is light with suffering, than repose in darkness.

Even when the truth is presented one may not. perhaps, per-
ceive it; the time, circumstances, the disposition of the soul
are not always propitious ; the mind is not prepared ; a single
point suffices to intercept the light: wait. God has not yet

said “fiat lux.”

T he more elevated a sentiment becomes, the more it partakes
of union and fullness ; it fears less inconstancy ; it removes from
perishable matter bv its own essence, and approaches GoJ. the
principle of all stability.

Ruins lend great charms to a landscape; they preseut a
touching contrast to Nature’s perpetual youth; like the body
where decay has commenced, in face of the spirit eternally
young.

Behold a spirit grand, elevated, sublime, which passion has
laid waste, and you have seen the ruins of a world-
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THE EMPEROR'S NEW CLOTHES.
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BY HANS CHRISTIAN ANDERSEN.

One day a couple of swindlers, who called themselves first-
rate weavers, made their apppearance in the imperial town
0f___ They pretended that they were able to weave the
richest stuffs, in which not only the colors and the pattern were
extremely beautiful, but that the clothes made of such stuffs
possessed the wonderful property of remaining invisible to him
who was unfit for the office he held, or was extremely silly.

« W hat capital clothes they must be ! thought the Emperor-
*1f | had but such a suit, I could directly find out what people
an my empire were not equal to their office; and besides. |
should be able to distinguish the clever from the stupid. By
Jove, | must have some of this stuff made directly for me!”
And so he ordered large sums of money to be given to the two
swindlers, that they might set to work immediately.

The men erected two looms, and did as if they worked very
diligently; but in reality they had got nothing on the loom.
They boldly demanded the finest silk, and gold thread, put it
3l in their own pockets, and worked away at the empty loom
till quite late at night.

“1 should like to know how the two weavers are getting on
with my stuff,’ said the Emperor one day to himself: but he
was rather embarrassed when he remembered that a silly fel-
low, or one unfitted for his office, would not be able to see the
stuff. ’Tis true, he thought, as far as regarded himself, there
Was no risk whatever ; but yet he preferred sending some one
else, to bring him intelligence of the two weavers, and how they
were getting on. before he went himself; for every body in the
Whole town had heard of the wonderful property that this stuff
was said to possess.

“1 will send my worthy old minister,” said the Emperor at
last, after much consideration ; “ he will be able to say how the
stuff looks better than anybody.”

So the worthy old minister went to the room where the
two swindlers were working away with all their might and
main. *“ Lord help me ! thought the old man, opening his eyes
as wide as possible—*“ Why, | can’t see the least thing what-
ever on the loom.” But he took care not to say so.

The swindlers, pointing to the empty frame, asked him most
politely if the colors were not of great beauty. And the poor
©Id minister looked and looked, and could see nothing whatever.
“ Bless me I” thought he to himself, “am I, then, really a sim-
pleton? Well, I never thought so. Nobody knows it. | not
fit for office! No, nothing on earth shall make me say that |
iave not seen the stuff!”

“Well, sir,” said one of the swindlers, still working busily at
the empty loom, “you don’t say if the stuff pleases you or not.”

“Oh, beautiful! beautiful! the work is admirable I” said the
©Id minister, looking hard through his spectacles. *“This pat-
tern, and these colors! Well, well. I shall not fail to tell the
Emperor that they are most beautifull!”

The swindlers then asked for more money, and silk, and
gold thread ; but they put as before all that was given them
into their own pocket, and still continued to work with apparent
diligence at the empty loom.

Some time after, the Emperor sent another officer to see
how the work was getting on. But he feared like the other ; he
stared at the loom on every side ; but as there wasnothing there,
©f course he could see nothing. “ Does the stuff not please you
as much as it did the minister?” asked the men, making the
eame gestures as before, and talking of splendid colors and pat-
terns, which did not exist.

u Stupid I certainly am not!” thought the new commissioner ;
“then it must be that I am not fitted for my lucrative office—
that were a good joke! However, no one dare even suspect

euch a thing.8 And so he began praising the stuff that he could

ERCfIELUM.

not see, and told the two swindlers how pleased TTw/=n
such beautiful colors, and such charming pattern”'l?
your majesty,” said he to the Emperor on his return.

which the weavers are making, is extraordinarily fiuep> 'tuS

It was the talk of the whole town.

The Emperor could no longer restrain his curiosity tr
this costly stuff; so, accompanied by a chosentrain of courti®’
among whom wore the two trusty men who had so admire "
work, off he went to the two cunning cheats. As soon as p "
heard of the Emperor’s approach they began working witl |
diligence, although there was still not a single thread onn
loom.

“Is it not magnificent V said the two officers of the cro*
who had been there before. *“ W ill your majesty only lo""
W hat a charming pattern ! W hat beautiful colors ! said th*
pointing to the empty frames, for they thought the others real;,
could see the stuff

“W hat’s the meaning of this ?” said the Emperor to hinestl;
“1 see nothing! Am | a simpleton? | not fit to be Emperoj-
Oh.” he cried aloud, “charming! The stuff is really charminj
lapprove of it highly:” and he smiled graciously, and examine
the empty looms minutely. And the whole suite strained theij
eyes and cried “ Beautiful! and counseled his Majesty to hav:
new robes made out of this magnificent stuff for the grand pro-
cession that was about to take place. And so it was ordered.

The day on which the procession was to take place, the two
men brought the Emperor's new suit to the palace: they held
up their arms as though they had something in their hands, and
said, “Here are your Majesty’s knee-breeches ; here is the coat
and here the mantle. The whole suit is as light as a cobweb;
and when one is dressed, one would almost fancy one had noth-
ing on ; but that is just the beauty of this stuff I"

“ Of course !I” said all the courtiers, although not a single a7
of them could see any thing of the clothes.

“W ill your imperial Majesty most graciously be pleased tc
undress ? We will then try on the new things before the glas;.

The Emperor allowed himself to be undressed, and then the
two cheats did exactly as if each one helped him on with an ar-
ticle of dress, while his Majesty turned himself round on all
sides before the mirror.

“The canopy which is to be borne above your Majesty in the
procession, is in readiness without,” announced the chief mas-
ter of the ceremonies.

“1 am quite ready,” replied the Emperor.turning round once
more before the looking-glass.

So the Emperor walked on, under the high canopy, throug:
the streets of the metropolis, and all the people in the streets
and at the windows cried out, “ Oh, how beautiful tbe Empe-
ror’s new dress is I” In short, there was nobody but wished
cheat himself into the belief that he saw the Emperor's nev
clothes.

“ But he has nothing on I” said a little child

And then all the people cried out, “ He has nothing on!"

But the Emperor and the courtiers—they retained tkei-
seeming faith, and walked on with great dignity to the closeg
the procession

In the soul possessed of true sensibility, the desires ande
joyments of vanity are, little by little, extinguished.
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