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Wirtn the problems of past and future came the dim
} conceptions of immortality, greatly modifying the beliefs
? by which they were connected. The spirit would not

only exist for ever: it had always existed. It was an
offspring of one grade of emanations of the divine one.
Hence every birth was a divine incarnation: death was
liberation.

Without distinction of grades, all spiritual beings
except the eternal could and did thus become clothed
in flesh. In this manner the spirit was compelled to
serve a probation on earth. If it became sufficiently
pure, it arose to higher grades of being; but, if not, it
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was compelled to become again incarnated. Sometimes

great and good men returned, out of pure benevolence,
to their fellowmen ; and such, by having felt the sorrows
and temptations of earth, could justly judge of its sins,

and sympathise with the weary, unfortunate, and |

distressed. They were thus enabled, by their broad and
elevated views, to aid humanity; and, after theirdeparture,

they remembered the toilers of earth, and interceded with |

. the higher gods for their welfare.

| Ardently believing this, it was easy to suppose the
gods of higher emanations, differing not in kind, but only
in degree, would occasionally, from compassion, become
incarnated. Vishnu entered'the human form as Crishna,
laboured, suffered, and died for mankind ; such faith did
he awaken, that, if a sinner did but utter his name at the

- hour of death, fully believing that he was Vishnu, he

- insured salvation. The great and beneficent spirit,

~ *  descending in the form of Buddha, performed a similar

- mission. He went further; and, after labouring all his
mortal life, grandly closed by visiting the lower regions,
where souls were imprisoned, to encourage and instruct
them. This was at least two thousand years before

{’esus re-enacted the same drama. So pure and holy
‘ ecame the great Buddha, that he ascended to paradise
~ without passing through the portals of death.

The Egyptians believed that Osiris was an incarnate
god, the benefactor of the living, and the judge of the
dead. This transmigration had a double significance.
If the spirit, by entering the mortal body, can serve a
grand and noble purpose in the aid it thus furnishes
humanity,—on the other hand, repeated transmigrations
confined to ordinary mortals, who labour, suffer, and act
the part of drudges, are ignoble, and painful to con-
te. The spirit, being an emanation from the
al One, must be pureand holy. Hence, if, while in
' the flesh, it becomes sinful and corrupt, it
) om the premises, that it is the flesh,

. Its connection with the

of a \}inp,_bpip to take on himself
sh requires godlike benevolence and
o
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Men believed this, and, believing, revolted with all
the energy of their natures. They trampled the flesh
beneath the relentless feet of the spirit. Every natural

| instinct and desire was of the flesh. Hunger, thirst, the

| passions, all were unholy. They,with proud disdain for
the appetites, starved themselves to skeletons; refused
drink; cast women from them as they would a viper;
scourged, burned, and lacerated themselves in the most
cruel manner; and sought, by fasting, prayer, and con-
templation, to so far arise above the earth that it would
not be necessary for them to be again confined in its
loathsome embrace.

Because of thisintense belief in the sinfulness of matter
most of the ancient nations held that their great and
mystic heroes were born of virgins. Though this did
not free them from the flesh, it obviated the necessary
stain of the passions.

The spirit was compelled to atone for the sins forced
on it by the body, either in the flesh or afterwards.
There were rewards for well-doing, and punishments for
sin. Whatever the spirit sighed for, even those things
considered unlawful here, were lavishly bestowed.
Paradise, in the heated imagination, became a royal
city ; and the Eternal, a mighty king, surrounded by
regal ostentation. Why not? The highest ideal of

| human felicity the mind had then presented was the
| courts of kings, and the fancy could picture no higher.

The sinner must receive the reverse. To be com-

| pelled to remain on earth, changing from form to form,
| was a severe punishment, The Asiatic, annoyed with
poisonous reptiles, employed them as instruments of
torture for the wicked. Fire, the most subtle and purify-
ing of elements, seemingly antagonistic and destructive
to matter, at the same time causing intensest pain, was
early and univerally adopted as a means of punishment,
It was employed as an ordeal. Some passed through it,
or caused their children to do so, as a baptism instead of
water. Others burned themselves to death, supposing
that they thus became pure, and avoided the purification
of fire in the hereafter. Burning of the dead was
adopted for a similar reason.

These punishments were not to last forever. They
were inflicted only for purification; and even Ahrimanes,
the prototype of Satan, ultimately would become pure
and happy.

The Hindus believe that a man can do more good
than is sufficient to save himself, and that this stock can
be transferred to others. '

Every prayer, good deed, almsgiving, offering,
and penance is stock invested in paradise, which can be
used to benefit the departed ; and, their sins thus can-
celled, they can ascend to realms of light. This impor-
tant dogma was received by Catholicism, and, in case of
Jesus, by all Protestantism.

The transition from this belief to that of punishment
by proxy is exceedingly easy. The Hebrew laws com-
manded the sacrifice of animals, grain, etc, They were
similar to those of surrounding nations, and by no means
unique,

gl‘he blood was thought to be the life. The largest
and finest animals were always chosen; and this blood,
streaming from the altar, was deemed of greatest effi-
cacy, particularly acceptable and delightful to the
offended gods. Human sacrifice was of still higher
value, and was practised by every nation of antiquity.
The custom appears among the Jews in the sacrifice of
saac by Abraham, and the crucifixion of Jesus. The

d at the passover, when the paschal
by each family; and the high priest
one man should die
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Such is a brief outline of the grand mythology which
has shaped the history of the world. The causes and
necessities of a belief in an incarnate divinity are
apparent. It is the fashion to regard the system of
Christianityras . unique, springing up to golden harvest
among the rank weeds of paganism, like a divine light
in the surrounding darkness. If this were true, it
certainly would be miraculous. It is our task to gather
the golden strands of truth that run through the pagan
world, and show how they all merge in Christianity.
We are not the only favoured people. Others have had
mediators born of virgin mothers. The devotees of
Buddha and Vishnu outnumber us two to one, and with
stronger faith are more blindly devotional than our most
ardent believers. The religious fervour of the West is
tame and insipid compared with that of the Ganges.

. Tread with care, then, on these darling beliefs,—the
tricks of hypocrisy and knavery on ignorant credulity.
Millions and hundreds of millions bow to the shrines of
their gods with faith and reverence equal to those of the
Christian, and in their hearts as deeply commiserate the
deluded followers of a carpenter’'s son as the latter
possibly can their delusion. The day of scoffing other
religions has passed. The faiths that have satisfied
great empires are realities if false. They must be studied
as manifestations of mind, without regard to their truth
or falsehood. Let us examine our own system as
though we were Brahmans or Persians, and observe
how it would then appear to us.

_ Rather, let us rise above all prejudice whatever, and
learn the truth of all systems. Is onr mediator of
another type from that of other races ?

Is his character changed otherwise than new modes
of thought demand ? Did he not come in the fulness of
time as a personification of an ideal want, as other
incarnations came to other races ?

We shall see.

To be continued.
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A COLLIER TRANCE-MEDIUM.,
Mg, Wy. PiGrokp.

1SITO! Q’Jtﬁe Miners' Hall, Monkwearmouth, recently
~ listened to an able lecture from the lips of Mr. William
- - Pigford, a trance medium from Ouston Colliery-village
near Chester-le-street, upon “ Tha World's Saviours,”
E a subject chosen by the audience by vote out of three
g sent up to the chairman. The lecture was of a highly
intellectual nature, delivered in a pleasing manner, and
listened to with marked attention.
_ To the inexperienced Spiritualist, and particularly to
new inquirers, Mr. Pigford best demonstrates the
‘truth of Spiritualism, and affords the clearest evidence
“am aware of to a mixed audience of spirit control.
heard many t and intellectual addresses

‘mediums under control, but the mediums have

-

less educated, and with a refined and
'Ha!ﬁ' b 2 e ~ : -

‘they do not differ
alar dt.;epdas are
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work. I obtained from him a part of his history, which
confirmed that given me by the friend I had met on m
way. I secured another photo after he had washed and
changed his garments, but could not get him to maintain
a natural position until he was taken under control b
one of his guides; then he looked as if he was about to
address an audience from the platform. Ihave said that
Mr. Pigford is below the average in general knowledge.
His own statement will prove this. The fourth son of
a large family, he was born in' Ouston village in 1847,
His father, like himself and his brothers, was a coal
miner. He received no education, except what he got
in a few weeks at a dame'’s school, which he left before
he mastered the alphabet, and the village Sunday school,
when he could be got there, as birdnesting and boys' pleasures
were more congenial than the school confinement. He
says hecould not learn anything, and was the biggest dunce
in the Sunday school. His parents being poor, he was sent
down the coal mine the day following his ninth birthday.
in which mine he has worked ever since, and is now a
coal-hewer. He can read only very indifferently, and
writing is entirely out of his qualifications. He says he
never read a book of any kind, except it might be the
Testament, but does not remember anything particular
of that. I questioned him on some of the principal
narratives and persons named in the New Testament at
a time when it was not under consideration, and the
answers he gave convinced me that he had little or no
knowledge of its contents, and I was thoroughly satis-
fied that history, tradition, and literary knowledge are a
perfect blank in him. He never attended any lectures
or meetingswhere he might have acquired general know-
ledge without the aid of books ; indeed, his opportunities
have not been plentiful, even if there had been the desire
for information.  His after-work pleasures did not lay
in the direction of self-improvement, but quite the con-
trary; and I can with confidence say that if the lecture
given through him by his guide on Sunday morning,
the 16th ult., was read out to him he would not compre-
hend it, and I doubt if he ever heard of some of the
men and authors whose names fell from his lips. Yet
some persons will maintain that he ‘has a retentive
memory, and has heard the same lecture delivered by
someone else.  Whilst others have said (with a mild
step towards spiritual communication) that he received
the inspiration from the audience; neither of which is
true. Besides, is there any on¢ man living to-day (not
a spirit medium) prepared to take up any subject that
might be proposed, and deal with it in a meritorious
manner, equal to a specialist on the subject? I say no.
Yet I believe that any subject man is acquainted with
of a literary or scientific nature can be elucidated with
satisfaction through the lips of Mr. Pigford.

Forthe Sunday evening’slecture there were ten subjects
—scientific, theological and philosophical—proposed and
voted upon. From the report I have just given of Mr.
Pigford, was he of his own knowledge and experience

likely to deal with all those subjects, and give an extem-
poraneous lecture ?  Yet from his lips came an eloquent
-address of 40 minutes duration on the subject chosen by
v'o‘té'%fl:he’ nndienfcel,‘fe viz. ! “-lillag the S;;ixituali'stsdﬂy
tangible “of life beyond the grave iven in a
?fﬁﬁr f ulx’ce d in language fq’re_igﬁb the gvnernacnlér
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in the interest of liberty and reform; of Bruno
and his being burnt alive for expressing his
doubts of some of the dogmas of the Romish Church ;
of Milton and his defence of the principles of public
liberty; his writings, including his Paradise Lost and
Paradise Regained; of Martin Luther and Phillip
Melancthon on Church reform? 1 say no. Yet this
historical information came from him, as well as refer-
ences to Mungo Park and Dr. Livingstone, of their trials
in equatorial Africa, and the voyagers-of the polar ex-
pedition in the interests of the coming generations; also
to Thomas Paine and his calumniators and his struggles
against creed and orthodoxy; the patriotism of Garabaldi
and Joseph Mazzini; the labours of Charles Bradlaugh
and Mrs. Besant in freedom's cause; and finally to the
action of the rays of light on substances and on the
medium when under control. \What explanation can
non-spiritualists offer that will elucidate this spontaneous
flood of language and information? Mr. Pigford may
possess a brief knowledge of events in connection with
Livingstone, Garabaldi, Mazzini, Bradlaugh and Mrs.
Besant as being popular in his day, and perhaps of
Thomas Paine. But of historical information in con-
nection with any of the persons previously named, he
knows nothing by his own research.

Visitors to Mr. Pigford’s lectures, with the knowledge
of his defective mental powers, can scarcely fail to realise
that there are intellectual forces other than his own
making themselves felt through his organism? What
are these intellectual forces that can utter the human
language, and from whence do they come if they are not
what they claim to be?

Those intellectual forces inform us in speech, other
than that of the medium’s, that they were once denizens
of this earth. That they are as real in their present
environment as we are on this earth; that death does
#ot annihilate the intellectual forces held within the
body, and they prove that the intelligence acquired
during life can be transmitted through the lips of others
who are susceptible, and will give them the conditions
necessary* to enable them to exercise their influence

: upon them.

Mr. Pigford could not say at what age he first
became sensitive to outside influence, but he well
remembers that between the years of four to seven he
was subject more or less to some control beyond his own

~ faculties and reason. For often, when out playing with
other boys, and when it was a proper time to go to bed,
~aman put in an appearance to him, and, as he thought,
led him home, went up into his bedroom with him,
~ waited until he got into bed, and then amused him. This
‘used to occur so frequently that his coming home so
_often uncalled caused some wonder in the family, and his
father used to say what a good lad he was. No matter
hat amusement was going on in the village be always
ent home to bed at tge'proper time, and never had to
! ht the same as other children. - He says he often
‘used to tell his brothers and sisters about people he had
~seen and talked with, and places that he had been toand
ich were in the locality. His statements
nerally resulted in a box on the ears
or a dose of punishment from his
belt, or a clout from. his mother,
' ies. Spiritual phenomena

: trative ‘evidence of his being in-
b altt;itbﬂeetunl power outside himself was
was a :
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declared he had never been and knew nothing about it.
The two ladies insisted on their statement being true,
and that he was the boy who brought the message.

By further questioning as to his long absence and where
he had been; together with information from some of his
playmates, and other events; his going to the home of
the ladies, about 1} miles distant, was proved, but
totally without his mother’s knowledge, or his own
remembrance.

The first time he was controlled to speak afterwards
was when he was about 26 years of age, in 1873,in &
grocer's shop in Chester-le-street, kept by a Mr. W. H.

‘experience, so far from proving that. the meek inherit

Robinson, now a bookseller in Newcastle. \What fell
from Mr. Pigford's lips caused Mr. Robinson to write to
a Mr. Thomas Brown, of Cramlington, to inquire if he
(Mr. Brown) had been holding a seance on the night of
this event. The reply was (says Mr. Pigford) that he,
Mr. Brown, had sat for a seance, but his spirit guide,
named Brettimo, was engaged at Chester-le-street at the
time, signifying that Brettimo, the guide, was controlling
Mr. Pigford. Mr. Pigford’s first address to an audience
as a controlled speaker was in a cottage at Yew Hill,
Ouston. Since then he has given several trance lectures
in and around the district of Chester-le-street, and as far
as Choppington in the north.

I asked Mr. Pigford if his guides ever left him in the
.middle ot a lecture with the subject unfinished? He
said he cannot tell anything that takes place during his
trance condition, and only knows what he hears from
others. He did not remember hearing of any inter-
ruption or collapse during his address, but he well
remembered being at a meeting got up for the purpose
of raising money for the promotiofi of a sporting club,
and when the tinie came for him to speak he got up, but
was unable to say anything, and after standing about
five minutes without being influenced he called out,
¢ there's ne body come, and ah can tell ye nowt," which
intimation caused much disturbance, the buildifig being
thoroughly crowded by persons who had paid for admis-
sion, and Mr. Pigford narrowly escaped rough handling,
the affair being considered a fraud, with Mr. Pigford at
the head, and by others that he intentiohally disappointed
them, whilst Spiritualists knew that he could not summon
the influence at will.

Mr. Pigford is at present suffering from general
depression, caused by the sudden loss of his wife, and
other troubles and disappointments, which seriously
interfere with the conditions necessary for his controls
to make full and proper use of his organisation. Those
who have notf heard Mr. Pigford’s guides speak through
him would enjoy an intellectual treat, as well as a mar-
vellous proof of an intelligent psychic force by hearing
him when in good health. ; C. THOMPSON.

Sunderland, September 22, 1804. ’
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DISCOURSE ON “BLESSED ARE THE MEEK,
FOR THEY SHALL INHERIT THE EARTH."
By DictaTtor.
Continued from page 473 :

Now in what sense are we to take this promise, * thd
the meek shallinherit the earth? " Are we to understand,
as the pulpit has so often proclaimed, that the solid tan-
gible earth, with all its wealth of productivenes, naturally
becomes the personal property of those who are not of
a contentious spirit ? Are we to believe that the men of
" selfish and turbulent nature all perish by the sword and
leave the earth to the possession of the mild and sancti-
fied? Or can we for a moment suppose that Christ
intended to offer inducements to the cupidity of his
hearers, and so set a monetary value on meekness? To
the contrary, all these suppositions, when seen in the
light reflected by Christ's Yife, are contemptible in the
extreme., 3 :
- Again, we cannot accent this interpretation, because
th in this legal sense, has ever shown the contrary
O stors, Jay Goulds, and Rothchilds have
1a class in any respect remarkable for humility

ffabqeﬁt.::x;?n, Their principal
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degree, though they might have become spiritually great,
they would ever have remained commercially insignificant,
Turn we now to the consideration of the word
inherit. Is there not another and deeper meaning to
be attached to this word than a merely legal and selfish
one? Surely it needs no special powers of penetration,
no profound or philosophic speculation, no especial
glow of religious enthusiasm, to enable us to give an
affirmative answer to this question. Are we not all
familiar with innumerable instances in which the merely
legal possessors of this fair world of ours, so far from
being in any true sense the enjoyers, the real owners of
the possessions the law assigns to them, can only be
regarded at best as little better than caretakers.

Ask the millionaire to what extent his wealth has
proved contributive to his happiness or peace of mind,
and even though, in the blindness of his soul, he mafy
assure you that, without his coveted millions, his life
would have been a poor and profitless thing indeed ; his
weary, anxious face, his restless, sleepless eye, his
constant distraction from the many fascinations which
Nature presents to those who live according to her
sane and benevolent decrees, all conspire to prove the
falseness of his words.

Poor Moneybags, there is more peace, more true
wealth for thy soul in the beam of summer sunlight that
falls unnoticed on thy office floor, in the voice of the
husky whispering wave now beating unheeded on the
shore, in the breath of flowers, the dancing shadows, the
sunset sky, the approach of night, and the silent in-
effable stars than in all thy cherished hoard. But alas
these are not for such as thee, for despite thy broad
acres, despite thy wooded valleys and fruitful plains,
despite the music of the brook which wanders through
thy park, despite the feathery hosts that sing at thy deaf
ears the whole day long, despite the golden glory of thy
fields at harvest time, despite the thousand natural
sights and sounds to which in law thou canst lay claim,
it 1s not such as thee who inherit the earth. Many are
the unnoticed wayfarers who have but glanced over thy

» %gdm:y walls, or through the bars of thy gates, and in
‘that glance have obtained more true possession than the

- law and its legion of myrmidons could confer on thee

‘were it ever so. Why, thou art blind and deaf, so little

do the trees and flowers, the waving grain and rustling

the swelling hills and jocund sunshine, care

about thee and thy parchment titles, that they give them-

selves to the first man with an eye to see and a soul to

feel. Aye, and thou shalt stand idly by and be helpless

to prevent it. Take thy money, sit and countit. Count

from morn till night, week in week out. Count all the

- ays of thy anxious life. Count, count, count. Count

| ill thou fxﬁeat into thy grave a palsied wreck, and, oh,
3 &5 he last guinea has dropped, how poor art thou!

then, it is evident that the mere ability to show

-
el
.

of ownership, can secure no valid
and if it be equally evident that there
hich men may be said to be the true lords
even h the claim remains for ever

L o
facts in concluding that it is in the latter sense Jesus
spoke heritance of the earth,
In order to secure a keener appreciation of the
us once more revert to the position assumed
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wherever thought can travel there dwells the living
loving soul ? This is no figure of speech, no high-faultin
sentiment, but the sober conclusion of hard-headed
remorseless philosophy. Think of it, thou clear-eyed
gold seeker, thou pigeon-hole for lawyers deeds, thou
creature of safes, of locks, and bolts and bars. This
wondrous world of ours, with its untold wealth of
possibilities, is only thine in so far as thou cans't enter
into living relationship therewith. To merely see the
world is not enéugh, thou must think and feel it; every
true thought is at heart a feeling, and hence it follows
the greater the depth of feeling the more virile the
thought,

Have there not been moments in your life, readers,
sacred moments truly, when you have discovered more
in the friendly face of Nature than is your customary
wont ; when some veil that has long obscured the true
character of the world seems to have all but vanished,
and you feel that a mere gossamer separates you from
the mystery of existence? At such a moment have you
not felt that keen sense of individuality, at other times
so conspicuously present, and without which you haye
thought a rational life impossible, to fade from conscious-
ness, and leave you a naked palpitating soul, alivein every
object? And thena strange thing has happened. The sun
which astronomy has taught you is millions of miles
away there in space, has suddenly become an organ of
your soul. It is you who shine in his beams—how, you
know not, nor care to inquire. Your cup of life is filled
to the very brim with the exquisite sense of being, and
self analysis at such a moment would but detract from
its fullness. The azure depths above; the great rest-
less ocean at your feet ; the grass-carpeted earth, spark-
ling with dew in the early morning; the lonely forest,
with its wealth of delicate tracery ; the wandering, fitful
breeze, with its burthen of sweetness, the gift of a myriad
flowers ; the great world of animal and bird life, with its
every nerve awake to the joy of living. All these, and
every sight and sound consciously present to the mind
in this holy moment, lose their separateness, and are no
longer mere objects presented for our contemplation, but
an integral portion of our souls.

Now it can hardly have escaped attention that the
occasions when this kind of experience has been enjoyed
the most acutely, were times when the strong sense of
selfhood which generally marks our relationship with
our fellow-men and the world has for the moment dis-
appeared. The contentious spirit engendered by the
necessities of temporal existence; the many require-
ments of physical nature which cannot long be neg-
lected, and the great host of feelings which conspire to
force the sense of individuality into prominence, have
momentarily ceased to occupy the field of consciousness,
and have given place to a holy calm. So different is
our e:}:eﬁence on these than on ordinary occasions that
it would almost seem as though the mind had regressed,
so to speak, to an inner and more profound stratum of
its own being, and so saw the world from an entirely
different point of view to that from which it generally
takes its outlook. Are we to-conclude these changed
relationship between ourselves and the world of objects
‘to be a false experience or a more profound one? Is it
not more in keeping with probability that the latter is
‘the most reasonable assumption? A mind influenced
by first one and then another form of distraction,
is not so likely to see in  their true
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of Jesus, ¢ Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit
the earth " as a profoundly true and philosophical one.
Only in the sense here described is it possible for
inheritance to follow meekness as a natural consequence;
and besides, as already pointed out, to inherit or acquire
the world in a merely legal sense confers no real owner-

ship, for the spirit can only be said to possess those
things in which it finds itself.

e .

SPIRIT IDENTITY.
THE CASE OF PRIVATE SHAW.

By Ebpiya,

I~ the course of the year 1893, and when we were almost
daily in receipt of messages from the military personages
who had fought and died in the Afghan, Zulu, and Nile
campaigns, which I have given to your readers under
the name of the * Military Series,” we were ever
and again in receipt of communications automatically
written by our family medium, purporting to emanate from
a corporal and some private soldiers, whose names
were always given who stated that they had either
served in the same regiment under Colonel A——,
or had fought and died in one or more of the battles
in which he had been engaged. The leading and
most frequent communication of this series was from a
person who designed himself as * Private Alexander
Shaw,” of the Highlanders. These messages were
always badly written in rough half-text, like that of a
person beginning to write; the spelling was often
very atrocious; "while as a rule the sentences were
either stupid or very incoherent. On more than one
occasion I submitted them to Captain (the officer
I have so frequently referred to), but he was unable to
recollect the names of any of these soldiers,and although
they were often through my daughter invited to furnish
more details of their earth-life, such as the number they
bore in the regiment, the company to which they were
attached, etc., these important particulars were never
furnished, although I observed more than one futile
attempt was made to comply with our request. On
. seyeral occasions our far}#’ly medium stated that she had
seen and conversed with'all of these soldiers. In one of
the communications he (Shaw) gave us ratheran elaborate
sketch in pen and ink of two soldiers in uniform,
and also of the course of a bullet from the rifle to
the target, and from the internal evidence in that
message it looked as if the communicator had been
attached for some time to the musketry instruction
department in the regiment. Taking the whole of this
class of communications, however, they failed to disclose
clear identity or to give any tangible clue to the life-
history of their authors, the leading feature pervading
them being the strong personal attachment and regard
they had towards Captain , whom they looked
upon as their prince, superior officer, and comrade-
in-arms, and the demonstration of their being in constant
rapport with our military circle of spiritual ccmmunicators.
~ As I have said before, our visitor Captain , left
England about a year ago in the discharge of his military
duties, and we have before adverted to the fact that
nce his departure from the city, with the exception of a
: occasional ¢ look in" from Colonel A——, no im-
. communication was got from these military
for a period of close on nine months. Early
tember of 5:5 ear, and when we were resident in
- fa medium told us that she had had
‘the previous night from Colonel A——, who
stated to her that his former companion in arms

, was about to proceed to
at same time mentioning to her the
. which he was to leave the garrison
) 1e been stationed. Unfor-
his occasion, the clair-audience of the

\ 1d not repeat to us
of the accuracy of

T -

; a’gﬂhhg‘ worked at. The medium co‘mmun_c‘og;o

Captain ) with whom I occasionally correspond on
matters of psychology, that Captain was in
Edinburgh, and had been inquiring if I was in town.
Now comes the singular coincidence in this case, further,
in my judgment, emphasising my former contention
regarding the spiritual environment and association we
possess in this sphere. On the same day on which the
above letter came to hand, the medium was controlled
to write, and a message was penned in the notebook
purporting to be from Private Alexander Shaw before
referred to. 1 here premise that the medium had neither
seen nor read the letter 1 had got about Captain
being in Edinburgh, and was unaware of the circum-
stance. The handwriting of the message purporting to
be from Private Shaw isidentical with that ofa year ago,
but much improved, as if he had been taking lessons in
caligraphy. The contents of the message show a marked
advance in coherency and common sense on the part of
this communicator from his former messages.

I note the salient points :(—

1. He congratulates his old captain on returning to
Scotland, at the same time specifying the distinguished
officer with whom he had lately been in contact, and
who returned to England about the same period.

2. He alludes with great affection and admiration to
General Lord Roberts, who appears to have been in
command of the forces to which he was attached during
the Afghan Campaign.

3. He mentions that a “rumour” had reached the
other side that a distinguished soldier (Colonel G—) who
had recently commanded the Highlanders, had just
passed on, and mentions that Colonel A— and Lieu-
tenant '— had just gone to meet him and * bring him
here.”

4. He states that Colonel A—— is still associated
with the men of his regiment in the other sphere, and
sees them daily.

5. He mentions that Be~— B——, a young officer
of the regiment who recently passed over, is now among
them. This is the young officer whose portrait my
daughter picked out from three put before her, as men:
tioned by me in my recent article on the military series
published in the course of the summer in the Two
Worlds.

My purpose in sending you this narrative is to show
(1) That it demonstrates that the moment Captain ——
began *to make for this country” we got news of this
event, and that on his arrival a message came purport-
ing to be from a person who claimed to be one of his
former comrades in arms, and was in the same hand-
writing, and bore internal evidence of identity of a
satisfactory kind j (2) That this communication clearly
discloses, both in the improvement of the caligraphy
and the coherency of the sentences, that mental improve:
ment and the increase of power and intelligence go on
““ gver there " just as is the case on this side. Indeed;
in part of the message Shaw congratulates himself on
the progress he has made with his education since the
last message was penned, which he states is much
greater than that made by Corporal Taylor, another. of
his military confreres who had also communicated with
us last year.

As I said at the outset, the only “link " wanting in
the chain of identity is that this person cannot be traced
on the regimental books, just because his company and
his number have not been %;'ven. In all other respects
 the identity and personal characteristics of this private
soldier come clearly out in the message now under con-
sideration, read in the light of the details given in those
written in the course of last year.

P e i 5
¥rom ** An Old Yorkshireman" in America we have received
the following interesting recollections :—'*In 1852 I had just moved
back from the Indian country to where newspapers and civilisation
were to be had, and read about the Rochester knockings in the New
York Tyibune. 1 heard what the neighbours said about it and of a
seance being held near by me. I knew I should be welcome, so
I went, but when I arrived the seance was closed, but the medium
was there with one other n, who told me about the seance,
{ ghbour who was drowned in our mill pond had
ted, T then thought to myself if there is anything in
ualism I would like uncle to manifest himself by showing the
stitch in the same

_-—
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to realise their true state? The statement that Nuns
had been prisoners for 600 years, ignorant that they had

died, is manifestly too improbable to be literally "true,
and is most likely due to the inability of the control to
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THE LAW OF CONSEQUENCES.

TuE remarkable statements about the Kirkstall Nuns
reported by Chedor Laomer have given rise to consider-
able controversy. Yet many similar instances have been
recorded, and there are aspects of the case which appear
to have been disregarded. Life ““over there " is not all
roses and bliss. Innocence is no protection from danger
—nor does retirement from the world secure immunity
from duty. To give one's life into the keeping of the
church is to sell one's birthright for a mess of pottage—
is to voluntarily assume the yoke of slavery: mental
and religious slavery, which is ten-fold worse than
physical. - Bodily powers, when not kept vigorous and
healthy by use waste away—equally so the mental,
moral, and spiritual. The artificial virtues of the cloister
wvirtues at all. They who seek to enter heaven by
m rather than along the narrow way of personal

x dﬂvglogment and fidelity to principles, who falter where
- they should firmly tread: who selfishly or weakly desire
to be extremely good and serve the Lord in seclusion,

‘instead of proving themselves worthy in open conflict :
~who “leave it all to Jesus " and permit pope or priest to
think and will for them, and submissively bend to the
%aguml l{i?ke of creedal authority, neglect their real
duties in life, viz., self-knowledge, self-culture, self-
reliance, and self-control. Having been taught con-
forn obedience, complete prostration of self and
~subjection to the guidance and dictates of the Church
and her ministers, is it any wonder that the natural
such a false system should affect poor, help-
n, For want of wuse their reasoning
bilities waste away, even what
and they are unable to withstand
e of those who speak with
ing in a 1y car a few days since I
two wearers of the hideous garb of a
th The self-righteous look of
ndwt%xech’wa el

‘,a b pm, ‘har u
ced from them -\%a"de

get a more philosophic and spiritual explanation
through the medium. I shall revert to the difficulties
of spirit-intercourse next week.

How many spirit people who went away from earth
thorough orthodox believers, whose minds had been
lulled to rest with the soothing syrup of orthodoxy; who
had fallen into spiritual and mental lethargy resulting
from their faith that “Jesus would do it, do it all”’; how
many of these spirits have controlled mediums and
related their long darkness; their ignorant waiting ;
their bitter awaking to a realisation of their spiritual
weakness and childishness? Spirits tell us there are
hosts of * believers "' in spirit life who (the stronger their
faith the harder it is to awaken them to their folly) are
waiting for * the resurrection™ ! They are in a dreamy,
semi-conscious state, knowing little and caring less;
content to dream on and on ““in the sure and certain hope
of the resurrection,” which does not happen as they were
taught to believe it would. Because of their false training
they are unable to realise, and refuse to bz taught, that it
has already happened for them. We have heard many people
say they neverreally Zived until they knew of Spiritualism,
and then all things were made new, and they first under-
stood what living meant. So these creed-bound spirits
know not that they /ive and may go free, and they will
not know. The theological blinkers iust be removed
from their eyes, and their minds must grow strong and
their will active, ere they will be able to think, feel, and
act as self-reliant, responsible, intelligent, and loving
beings, and then they will wonder at their previous
perversity and blindness.

This knowledge which Spiritualism gives of the
disastrous effects of false teaching; of the tyramny of
evvoneous ideas ; of the blessed freedom, power, and
fulness of being consequent upon knowledge, righteous-
ness, goodness, and love should make us earnest, enthu-
siastic, aye, devoted in our e@rts to open the eyes of
the blind and ‘set the captiveé§ free tiis side theé’grave,
that they may not be prisoners over there. = i

HINDU RELIGION, PHILOSOPHY, AND YOGA.
By W.

Many have acknowledged that it was some great
calamity, or the death of a dear friend or relation, which
first led them to think of the all-important questions of
life and death, and to try to solve the problem of our
being. The founder of the Calcutta Psycho-religious
Society—K. Chakravarti—was one of these, for, he says,
he had a vision in 1886 “which was followed by a
calamity which induced him to study the question of life
after death.” Asa result he gave a series of lectures to
the above society, seven of which have been published
in a small volume entitled, ¢ Lectures on Hindu Religion,
Philosophy, and Yoga."

In the preface, by Pramatha Nath Mookerjee, we
read, “Those who have studied Hindu philosophy,
psychology, and yoga, know how dry the subjects are,”

th ‘“arti ing. "

‘The first s an attempt to trace the various
phases of spirit onshlxlp ;'zlz: ll:e earliest Vedic
:  of the T ;

54

gt the lecturer hgs sl,::;eedﬁd in treating them in a way

. books of ;,é [indus e
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of Yoga is *‘concentration, religious or abstract contem-
plation.” The mastery of all wants, emotions, desires,
is conducive to meditation and dispassion, or dispassion
can be produced * by a devoted reliance on Is'wara, the
Lord or Supreme Being."

God is represented as an immaterial spirit—all other
spirits were to some extent material—but because of the
difficulty of understanding this, it was considered of
little consequence how the devotee thought of the
Creator. *“ He may contemplate him as a ray of light,
or ascribe to him a human shape with ultra-human
qualities ; in a word, in the way in which /e himself is
best satisfied.”

The age of the Vedas was followed by the age of
philosophy, ‘“the age of contention, fierce and fiery,
between six different schools of philosophers.”

“The venerable Kapila, the author of the Sankhyi
philosophy, was of opinion—an opinion shared by all
the subsequent schools of philosophers—that the highest
aim of man should be to free himself from all pains,
which, according to him, are of three descriptions,
namely, (1) those arising from our own infirmities and
unwisdom, such as diseases; (2) those arising from our
relations with other animals, such as a thief or a tiger;
(3) those arising from our relations with external nature,
such as a cyclone, an earthquake, or an evil spirit. To
free one's self from all these three sorts of pains entirely
and absolutely, one is required to cultivate knowledge,
practise yogd and cut himself thoroughly and well from
all wishes for enjoyment.”

The various schools of philosophers are briefly
described, but “Kapild was the only seer who spoke
with some definiteness about the nature of the soul.”

“It is the soul,” he says, ‘“that suffers pain or
pleasure, and not the heavy body, for we see the corpse

does not.” The soul has a body like the material one,
only much smaller. ¢ The grosser body is born of
woman, but spirit is eternal, existing before creation.”
Matter also is eternal, and as spirit is always anxious for
creation, union with matter is creation.

It is necessary to cultivate true knowledge to free
one's self from pain in this world as in the next; yet,
but for pain, there would have been no science. * The
pains lead the way to knowledge, and knowledge destroys
pains.”

The next is the age of the Purans—‘“an age
resembling the geological age of our earth, known by
the name of Tertiary epoch.” The age of peace and
literature of the Hindus, due chiefly to Maharshi Vyasa,
the author of the Mahabharatd, the Gita and Purens. It
was he who tried to simplify religious ideas to suit the
ordinary mind. He taught “that man, finite and erring,
yet a spiritual being, requires the aid’ of some spirit of
high heaven to lead him upto God." He therefore intro-

‘duced spirit worship for the mass, commencing with the
Hindu trinity, the spirits of creation, preservation, and
destruction.

The following is very suggestive of Modern Spiritual-
i “ A Ram Prosad could see his Hali, and talk
o her as one would talk to a friend. He drew all his

tions from her, and wrote as an inspired writer.
He wrote songs—such tender, sublime, and celestial
- songs that they would last as long as the Bengali
[ terature would last.”

e sheds a_bright,
f e over all” with whom he
Considering the difficulties and
e on earth he is asked: “Is it
der the circumstances, to yield one's
ion of some and high spirit,
ndly Se a man

7 Supp:
| b,_-a-lacﬁgf*?’ Is it not

| by all Lyceum workers and members.
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beyond the sun are said to be ‘lokas," inhabited by
those who have the following moral qualifications:—
Truthfulness, candour, kindness, largeness of heart,
forgiving spirit, subjugation of anger, patience in suffer-

ing, purity of character, brightness from tapa or
meditation worship, etc.

To be contined.

OUR BOOK TABLE.
Trose who are interested in the spread of Mahomedanism in
England should read the Crescnf, price 3d., edited by W. H.

Abdullah Ouilliam ; also the Islamic World, price 6d., both monthly,
published at 32, Elizabeth-street, Liverpool ; the latter is especially

interesting.

The Truthseeker, Bradford (1d. of Mr. Gott) is a varied number,
A very interesting sketch and photo-portrait is given of Mr. J. W.
Gott.  The editorial policy'is independent, and the articles are
instructive. The Tyuthsecker should become a power in Northern
Secularism,

Natvrar Foop (rd., published by L. N, Fowler, 7, Imperial
Arcade, Ludgate Circus, London, E.C)) is * devoted to health and
the higher life.” The editor, Dr. Densmore, ¢laims for the system
he advocates thatit is an improvement upon Vegetarianism and
more natural. Our readers should procure the magazine and judge
for themselves. It is ‘certainly conducted with ability, and the
articles are well written.

THe MysticaL WorLp for Oct. (1d., published by Hy. A.
Copley, Canning Town, London, E) is almost entirely devoted to
the first instalment of Tue ArcANA of NATURE, by Hudson
Tuttle, which will be reprinted through its columns, Mr. Tuttle
is meeting with cordial appreciation over here just now, and the
Mystical World should have a large sale, as this book is of absorbing
interest, and its Story of Creation, although written thirty-three
years ago, is as fresh as if written yesterday.

HE OctoBeR 1ssve of Mr. Younger's Magnetic and Bolanic
Jowrnal,

ogrice 1d,, is as interesting as ever. There seems to be
likelihood of lively times in the medical world. Allopathic M.D.'s
resent the action of Botanic and Magnetic practitioners, and wrifs
have been served upon all the shareholders in the ““college’ they
had instituted. Mr. Younger will be passing through trying times.
Like all public men, he suffers from the attacks of detractors and
antagonistic competitors. ‘We hope to sec him win the liberty for
which he is fighting so ardently.

Tre CoMmiNg Day, October, price 3d., has an address by the
editor, Mr. John P. Hopps, on *' Mr. Gladstoneon the Atonement."
He says Mr. Gladstone * has not refuted her (Mrs. Besant). He
has entirely declined the issue, for the Atonement which Mrs,
Besant said ‘'was unjust and immoral is not the Atonement Mr,
Gladstone defends, and the upshot of the matter is that Mr.
Gladstone utterly surrenders what Mrs. Besant assailed.” The
whole article is as usual clear, vigorous, and valuable. A good
number. Post free 33d., of Mr. Hopps, Oak Tree House, South
Norwood Hill, London.

Tue LABour CHURCH movement, according to the October
Labour Prophet (price 1d.) has existed for three years, and is growing
steadily. The increasing independence and enthusiasm of workers,
and the growth of these movements in the labour world are signs
and portents which cannot be ignored. Some foplc fear them
(why did they set the schoolmaster to work? why did they urge
men to be sober if it was not that they might learn to think and act,
and * work out their own salvation''?) We have no fear, but
rejoice. The people are entering into self-possession. The Labour
Prophet is edited by a wise, kindly, and spiritually-minded man,
John Trevor, and cannot fail to do good -

By THE KINDNESS of Mr. Sunderland, of Birmingham, we
have seen Nos. 1 and 2 of the Unkrowir World, a monthly magazine
of 48 quarto pages, double colimns, on thick toned paper, price
6d. ﬁchemy. Magic, Divination, Rosicrucianism, Witchcrafy;
Astrology, and Mysticism are among the sub%ects to be dealt with.
Mr. chward Maitland fills a large portion of space explaining the
mystical philosoph of Hermes—the spirit of understanding. This
magazine is got up in a superior manner, and will be acceptable to
a large class of readers we have no doubt. We wish the promoters
every success, although they seem to be unaware of the existence
of the Two Worlds; any way, we have not been favoured with
copies for review.

Mg. L. N. Fowrer stands at the head of the Phrenological
movement in this country, and his thaloﬁi:al Magazine (price 6d.)
is a capital expositdry organ, up-to-date, full of interest, varied, and,
we should judge, extremely serviceable to all studants, and those
interested in the science to which it is devoted. What with
Medical Botany, Magnetic and Massage Treatment, Natural Food,
Vegetarianism, Anti-Vaccination, Anti-Vivisectionism, Phrenology,
ur Churches, Socialism, Dr. Hall's Treatment, Herbal
Medicines, Mr. Wakefield's'' Wife's Doctor," etc. etc., readers have
glenty of choice of food for both mind and body. The great
difficulty is how to avoid indigestion and dyspepsia, Careful
ion, slow mastication, and plenty of time for assimilation is
necessary both for stomach and brain. A word to the wise is as

good as a sermon. Amen. . v, 2
~ Tue Lyceum Baxngr for Oct. should be heartily welcomed

Captain Bain continues
g-znarmion of sea-faring experiences, and a useful

n Tuttle deserves study and application as far as
ble. We are pleased to notice that the Associate Editor,
orence M benefited blyw;a brief holiday in Wales,

trong and well. " Mr. J. J. gotse (who, by
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pleasantly, and reports having witnessed striking and convincing
physical and materialisation phenomena through our old friend and
co-worker, Mr. G. E. Saddler, photographer, Cardiff. 'We wish the
Banner a large increase of usefulness by a large accession of new
readers, Of |. ]J. Morse, 26, Osnaburgh-street, London, N.\W.
“Tyur Hexrtn Pasmrarer” deals with “Dr. A, Wilford
Hall's Hygienic Treatment for the cure of disease, preservation of
health, and the promotion of longevity withont medicine.”” The
author claims to have discovered, by experimenting to save his
own life, a system of treatment whereby the great boon of physical
health and strength may be secured and preserved. The method
suggested has the merit of simplicity, and as far as one can judge,
appears to be rational and likely to prove efficacious if the patient
perseveres in self-cure. Diseases of the liver and kidneys especially,
and indeed of the whole circulatory and secretory system, are said
to yield readily to the treatment. ~ As will be seen from the adver-
tisement elsewhere, Dr. J. M. Peebles speaks most highly of Dr.
Hall's system, and sufferers would do well to communicate with
the English representative, o, Fitzwilliam-road, Rotherham, who
invites correspondence.—(See advt.)
A RATHER daring innovation has just been performed by Mr.
T. Timson, who forwards us a CHART OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS AND
Mepromistic CApABILITIES which he has compiled. It is neatly
rrinted and got up by Mr. T. O. Todd, of Sunderland, and is inter-
eaved with blank pages for written delineations. ‘* The basis of
mediumship " is laid in ** the magnetic organisation of man' and
the phases of mediumship are set forth under various headings and
described in numbered paragraphs after the manner of phreno-
logical charts. No. 1 representing the person admirably adapted
for a certain branch, No. 2 one naturally gifted, No. 3 needs regula-
tion and discipline, etc., No. 4 has fair capacity, but must sit
cautiously ; 5 not favourable, but may develop another phase; Nos.
6 and 7, by a similar descending scale, lead to the next class of
mediumship. In the hands of competent mediums, intuitive
psychometric and wisely guided, these charts may be filled in so as
to be servicable, but care must be exercised or the results may be
- Jamentable. We are inclined to question if mediumship can be
thus classified and successfully apportioned out. The general
information, divisions and descriptions are good, and persons study-
ing mediumship and desiring to develop will here find useful hints.
Price 6d., of Mr. T. Timson, 2254, Humberstone Road, Leicester.
AN Exp oF THE CENTURY Book.—One of the most snccessful
works published in recent years is * Merrie England,” by Mr.
Robert Blatchford, who, under the pen-name of Nunquam, has won
a deserved reputation as a clear thinker, a level-headed reasoner,
and an earnest and capable advocate of progressive, humanitarian,
and social ideals. ** Merrie England ' is the most forcible, rational
and convincing exposition of Socialism that we have ever read, and
its answers to objections such as those urged by Mr. Lowe this
week are in our opinion conclusive. Several editions at 1s. each
idly been exhausted, and now, as eyidence of the enthu-
: %ndhhldgndszoq.ooo copies of the book are
ysell at 1d. Nothing like it has been done before—
will create a sensation as a novelty in the publishing
trade; but who can estimate the influence it will have upon the
minds of the readers, and through them, upon the social and
_ political future of our country ? It is, in our opinion, an epoch-
-making book. The educational and reformatory influence it will
exert must be great; would that it could be sold by millions! The
penny edition is printed on English-madu:l?aper. is in the same
style and type as the 1s. edition, but the quality of the paper is not
ite as good. Each book weighs 4 ozs,, and has
every way a wonderful pennyworth!

206 pages. Truly

CORRESPONDENCE.

= 1S SPIRITUALISM MORAL?

; is a passage in ter s “Alma Media" in
to receive some notice. It reads: "' So
‘means in subject and in fact a heterogeneous
~all religions and no religion, and all

find a difficulty in associating with

5 amongst Spiritualists does not
h twenty s back, but nearly, and so far as my

ce with the literature of the movement and its speakers
oncerned the above passage does not give a correct diagnosis of
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PUBLIC CLAIRVOYANCE: A SUGGESTION.

Sir,—Since a certain section of Spiritualists decry public
clairvoyance, believing it to be vulgarising our beliefs and
philosophy, would it not be wise and large-minded in' them to
absent themselves when platform clairvoyance is tobe given, seeing
that the larger proportion of Spiritualists believe in its usefulness.
The presence oFlhesc opponents is very distressing and a great
hindrance to many clairvoyants, producing, in fact, often the want
of clearness of the clairvoyance, which gives these objectors a peg
to hang their stultifying protests on,

Could it not be arranged that aflter the lecture an after-meeting
for clairvoyance should be held, so that those who do not approve
of it and those who do not wish to stay should depart at the close of
the first meeting? This arrangement would eliminate all opposition
and materially help the clairvoyance. It would be most unwise to
split ourselves into two opposing camps over this question, and
equally unwise to allow a small section in an association to effect-
ually oppose the wishes of the majority, as has sometimes been
done. This alternative which I suggest should be a welcome way
out of the difficulty. To my thinking it would be difficult to over-
estimate the value of platform clairvoyance. To it a very large
proportion of Spiritualists owe the fact that they are Spiritualists
at all.—Yours, etc., J- S. HicLL,

THE NUNS OF KIRKSTALL.

Dear Sir,—There are friends of Spiritualism who do it in-
finitely more harm than good. Reason and justice forbid our
believing that people can be in spirit-life for hundreds of years
without knowing that they have left the body. Is there no other
way for elevating spirits except by bringing them in contact with
earthly mediums, who are often ignorant ? Are there no schools in
the spheres—no ministering ones to aid such unhappy souls?
If not, I have studied Spiritualism in vain. St. Paul knew well
what he meant by saying, ‘* try the spirits."" As a rule those sitting
in circles are too credulous, and it is wise to insist upon spirits
speaking truth or not speaking at all. By so doing we benefit them
as well as ourselves, never forgetting that they are men and women,
and that for a time the liar is untruthful still—the deceiver ready to
practice deception. All are not angels of light. Spirits in certain
conditions come to circles to be taught, and will tell the sitters a
yarn to open up communion. When they have succeeded they
briog others it may be lower in in‘elligence and morals than them-
selves, surrounding the mediums, who, but for pure and loving
hearts watching over them unseen, would be left in miserable
plight, Keep ignorant ‘spirits at a distance by pure thoughts and
earnest prayer. We are all anxious seekers after truth, and nothing
but truth will nourish us. T will close with a few whispers of spirit
friends to me. In sudden death there may be difficulty in realising
it, there may also be partial unconsciousness for a time. We are
all cared for and thought of whenthoughts are evolved dnd effort
put forth to reach certain conditiohs. Lifeis better far than we
can conceive it. Goodness and truth will overcome all evil, and a
time comes in the spiritual life of all when they " must reform."—I
remain, yours fraternally, Mary URQUHART.

143, Eglinton-street, Glasgow.

HOW MR. ASHCROFT WAS STOPPED.

Sir,—Some few weeks ago it was recorded in your columns
that, on mere hearsay, the Rev. Thomas Ashcroft had come to an
understanding with his Connexional brethren, whereby he agreed to
cease lecturing against the cause of Spiritualism. In such report
you associated my name as being one who had been instrumental in
bringing this abont. Since that time I have had several inquiries
as to the validity of such reports, and as to how the matter was
accomplished, and I now find it necessary to make a brief explanation
and then t:luow Ffe tﬁmalter torest, as I f?r a%:? do wll]%t care ‘tio make
any capital out of the present position o rs with regard to our
antagonist. Although Spiritualists have received little or no mercy
at his hands, yet matters are not made any better by being vindictive
when the chance of so acting lies within our reach.

I should like my friends in this movement, however, to know
that it was with no light heart that I undertook the matter, but
there was the stern fact that, as Spiritualists, we were most unfairly
‘and, not to say ungracefully, treated, by one whose duty it was to

preach the gospel of . ' H g
-~ In order ?:ljbrin the matter to a satisfactory issue g; ‘tn“g
, L DessifEnE0f

necessary to put m: into correspondence with the
the Conrggxibg‘,l a.nz{sa Ite e
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I wish to record my thanks to Mr. W. H. Robinson, of New-
castle, who, having all the evidence at hand, was prepared to assist
me producing it if called for, but it appears the case was so plain
that no evidence was needed. —Yours truly,

7, Winifrid-terrace, Sunderland. TroyMAS OLmax Topp.

The Editor is not responsible for the opinions of corvespondents. Short
fetters will have the prefevence.  Personalities must bz avoided.

LONDON NEWS AND NOTES.

102, CAMBERWELL RoaD (Mrs. Clarke's).—Oct. 3: A communi-
cation was received through the table, purporting to be from the
spirit of the late Mr. Hook. 6: Mr. Lemming was controlled by

Mr. Hook's spirit, but not sufficiently for speech. The medium's
ordinari control subsequently explained that Mr, Hook (then

present) was as yet too weak to control a medinm effectively, but
would be able to do 5o in time, and would be frequently attracted
to the circle which he had attended so long.—A. |.

113, Encware Roap, W.—A very enjoyable evening with Mr.
Tindall and friends. A lively discussion was raised as to the pro-
fessions of so-called trance mediums, many of whom were declared
not to be entranced at all. If a medium closes his or her eyes it is
assumed that they are in a trance, whereas the closing of eyes in
many cases was simply done that the sensitive might not be disturbed
by any posilive persons in the audience. The writer invariably
closes his eyes, and distinctly feels the changing of his personality
to that of the controlling power, but he would be playing false if he
were to say that he * went off " into a dead trance every time he
closed his eyes to speak. Truly thisquestion of trance mediumship
requires a deal of thrashing before the wheat can be separated from
the chaft.—Cor.

FiNsBUurRY PArk.—Two meetings were held at the above on
Sunday last, addressed in the morning by Messrs. Brooks, Jones
and Emms; in the afternoon by Messrs. Brookes, Rodgers and
Battell. Two Worlds and other literature freely distributed.

Forest HiLr. 23, Devonshire Road.—7: Rooms crowded,
the ceremony of s‘pirit baptism took place under the guidance of the
spirit controls of Mrs. V. Bliss and Miss Young after a social tea
meeting. Mrs, Bliss offered an inspirational prayer, followed by an
address from Mr. Bertram on the antiguity and universality in all
ages of baptism by laying on of hands. Mrs. Bliss then sang *‘ The
better land," accompanied by Miss K. Turpin. An inspirational
address by Miss Young's control, setting forth the responsibilities
of parents and the possibilities lying undeveloped in an infant, and
how it behoves parents to direct the development of these latent
powers for good. » Mrs. Gunn then sang a solo, and ** Vigo," a spirit
control of Mrs. Bliss, an old friend of those who attend services

* here, through the medium performed the ceremony of naming the
children and initiated them into our spiritual union with beautiful
appropriate spirit names and blessings :—Reginald Thomas Elphick,
son of our respected president, as * Sunbeam of the home," Helen
Marguerite Dunlop Day as “ Rosebud,”" Richard Richardson as
* Guiding star.” The infant son of Mr. and Mrs. Elphick was
presented with a silver knife, fork and spoon by Mrs. Turpin, also a

_silver cup by Mrs. Bliss. We tender our thanks to the friends who
so kindly assisted in providing the tea, also the floral decorations.
The majority of the friends were spiritualists of long standing.

245, KeNTISH TowN Roap, N.W.—Thursday: Full meeting.
Mrs. Mason's control gave very accurate descriptions of spirit
friends, all recognised.—]. H. B.

* Manor Park. 13, Berkeley Terrace.—The morning meetings
for another winter season were opened last Sunday by our pioneer
Spiritualist, Mr. W. Wallace, who gave interesting answers to

' questions by detailing some of hls experiences. These meetings are
conducted as a labour of love for the benefit of those interested in
'the-anquct:whomg avail themselves of a hearty welcome and

every assistance.—Cor.

'MARYLEBONE ASSOCIATION OF SrIRITUALISTS. Cavendish

Rooms, 51, Mortimer Street, W.—Every available seat occupied.

- “Scientihc corroborations of Spiritualism " received masterly
' treatm lﬁ‘ from the inspirers of Mr. J. J. Morse. If only these
' - splendid utterances could be preserved!” The enjoyment of the

was much enhanced by two solos sung by lady friends,
and “ Ye that are weary" being most eflec-
‘Samuels and Miss Florence Morse respec-

s to these two ladies for their talented
ay, at 7 p.m., Miss Rowan Vincent, "' A

rd Elections." 21, Mr. W,
‘Mr. J. J. Morse. Kindly note
. Hunt, 82, East-street, Maryle-

ill be held evu;y Sunday at
-street until further notice.
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at eight o'clock every Friday evening, and they will continue until
April 26, next year.

Prckuam. Chepstow Hall, High Street.—Tuesday, a large
number inconveniently crowded the hall for clairvoyant descrip-
tions and healing. Good results were obtained in both departments.
There is a great drawback to this part of our work, however.
Although large numbers come the collections are very small, and
it is discouraging to those giving their services solely for the benefit
of the cause that they should meet with such niggardly financial
support. Frequently the average of the collection 15 less than 14d.
per head, and as for the most part they are not members of our
society it is clear the question will have to be seriously considered
unless matters improve in this respect. A great deal of good can
be accomplished by the outlay of a few pounds, not the least of
which would be a supply of books for our library. Will those
members who have been written to recently kindly let us know their
intentions ? On Sunday Mr. Edwards gave an interesting address
on Mr. Paine's works, “The Age of Reason " and * The Rights
of Man."" Extracts were also read from the ' Crisis,” the famous
pamphlet published by Paine during the war of independence, to
show that nothing could be farther from the truth than to call him
an Atheist, a common error usnally indulged in by those who
know nothing of him. This was necessary, as there are many
calling themselves Christian Spiritualists who are quite shocked at
the mention of Paine's name, A few weeks ago one who ought to
have known better apologised to the audience for introducing him,
but trusted that now he was in the spirit world that he could see
the errors of much that be had taught. This is the kind of thing
we are trying to set right. Next Sunday, by request, Mr. Edwards
on “ President Lincoln's Spiritualistic experiences and the great
War.” On Tuesday, circle, Miss L. Gambrill medium, and mag-
netic healing by Mr. Edwards —W. H. E.

PeckHaM. Winchester Hall—Wednesday, Oct. 10, at 8,
%mc.crt' and recital, Miss Hammond Hills in ** The Merchant of

/enice."

SHEPHERD's BusH, W. 14, Orchard Road, Askew Road.—
Mrs. Treadwell's control gave a beautiful inspirational discourse
upon ** Nearer my God to Thee ' ; Mr Mason and Mr. Davy gave
suitable invocations; Miss Tarrant kindly presided at the organ.

STRATFORD.—Mr. Wallace gave a most interesting address to a
large audience and answered questions in a most satisfactory
manner.. 14: Several speakers. Every Friday musical practice at
7-30: at 8-30 psychometry by Mr. Savage. Inquiries welcome.

MANCHESTER AND SALFORD.

Arpwick. Tipping Street.—Mr. J. Swindlehurst took questions
from the audience in the afternoon. =~ Evening, ** The True Atone-
ment '’ was well treated to a fair and attentive audience.—G. L.
3: Circle. Mr, Tetlow gave a fine invocation, ten minutes’ address
on '* Should old acquaintance be forgot 2" and good clairvoyance ;
Miss Smith also gave good clairvoyance. 17: Miss Hulme.—
Lyceum session conducted by Mr. Crutchley. Election of officers :
Conductor, Mr. Crutchley; assistant conductor, Mr. Sims;
treasurer, Mr. Maslin ; secretary, Mr. Warwick ; guardian of group,
Mr. J. Simkins; librarian, Mr. Taylor; musical director, Miss M.
Brown ; assistant musical director, Mr. Braham ; captain of guards,
Mr. J. B. Longstaff; guards, Mr. Sims and Mr. . Simkins; “ Hero"
group, Mr. G. Leigh; ** Lily " group, Mrs. Brown ; elder class, Mr.
Crutchley ; visitor, Mr. Simkins.

Braprorp. Labour Hall, Grey Mare Lane.—Thursday, 4:
Mr. Crompton opened. Mr. Liddiard gave clairvoyance, Mr. Ward
several impersonations, and Mr. Crompton gave psychometty, also
good test case; splendid meeting. Sunday alternoon (members'
circle) : good attendance ; very profitable time. 6-30: Mr. Crompton
opened; Mr. Jeys answered questions; Mrs. Hulme gave an
address and several cases of psychometry. We tender hearty
thanks to Mrs. Hulme for her attendance and help. Mr. Crompton
gave clairvoyance. A capital meeting.—R. W. W, cor. sec.

CoLLYHURST.—Oct. 4: Public circle. Mr. T. Gibson being
unable to fulfil his engagement we were in the unpleasant position
of an expectant audience and no medium. However, Mrs. Johnson
fortunately being present her guides offered an invocation, and gave
an impressive address. Messrs. Lawrance and Planche related
experiences and convictions ; Mrs. Johnson gave clairvoyance and
the benediction. An agreeable evening. 7: Mrs. Frank Taylor's
addresses on ' Spiritual clairvoyance'' and ‘* Man's present state
the outcome of the past "' were [ull of advanced thought and food
for reflection, followed by clairvoyance, peculiar in style, but well
recognised. The choir contributed the solo and chorus, " Lettie
The usual members’ circle was held. 14, Mr. T.
Postlethwaite ; 21, Miss Venables; 23, Mr. Pilkington. Public
Circle: 11, B. Plant ; 18, Miss Cotterill ; 25, Mrs. Williams.
DesaTING Society. Corbridge's Cafe, Lever Street.—Mr. J.
B. Tetlow will open the session on Tuesday, Oct. 16, at 8, subject,
“What should we talk about 2" We h:Ee to have a good mesting.
All are welcome, and are at liberty to take part in the discussions.
Meetings every Tuesday during the winter.
DisTriIcT UNION OF SPIRITUALIST SOCIETIES. — Second
| uatterléy Conference, Saturday, Oct. 20, at 7-30, in the Psycho-
ogical Hall, Collyhurst-road (Churnett-street end). Chairman,

, Mr. Simkin, subject, " Circle Holding."

e Union funds. All Spiritualists are urgently
ted.—James B. Tetlow, sec., 142, Fitzwarren-street, Pendleton.

NeTION, Meeting Room, Hulme,.—Thursday ; Public circle,

Lamb gave very satisfactory psychometry. Saturday :

rice number sat down to an excellent tea, Mr. |

» Mrs. Hulm -Hylgle_ and Miss Smith ga
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clairvoyance and psychometry, and Miss E. Bradbury gave a
recitation, ** Keeping his word,” which gave satisfaction. Monday:
Mr. Tetlowgave a treat on ** Life and death,'* successful psychometry,
organist, Miss Goodall. Lyceum, ro-30: Conductor, Mr. Bradshaw,
recitations by E. Bradbury, F. Tanswell, A. Furniss, L. Furniss,
Em. Bradbury, R, Thorton, J. Bradbury, W. Connelly ; marching
and calisthenics done in good style.
OrENsHAW, Granville Hall.—Morning : Opened by Mr. Donlan.
Madame Henry's control gave a short address on **The many
mansions." Very good psychometry and clairvoyance, allrecognised.
Evening : Madame Henry beautifully named a baby Frank, spirit
pame “ Truth,” and gave a good address on ‘' Mother's Love,"
attentively followed by a very good audience. Good psychometry
and clairvoyance, readily recognised. Every one seemed satisfied.
About 120 stayed to the circle; many strangers. Mrs. Howard
gave an earnest address on * Dare to be a Daniel.!" Our tea party
and ball was a success. We heartily thaok all friends for support
and assistance. Next Sunday morning Mr. Duffy, local speaker and
psychometrist. Evening, the Lyceum will give a service of song,
* Rest at Last," conducted by Miss A. Howard, assisted by friends
from Collyhurst-road. Friends remember Mrs. Dixon on the z1st
inst. —T. H. L., cor. sec.

PENDLETON.—Sept. 30 : Mrs. Berry gave nice address and good
clairvoyance. Monday, Oct. 1, Mr. J. B. Tetlow gave us a night
for the good of the cause. After a few remarks on ** Mediumship "
he answered two questions in e5c;od style as usual, and gave good
psychomet;y. He also named a girl baby, giving its spirit name
“Rose."" The committee heartily thank Mr, Tetlow. Oct. 7: Mr.
R. A. Brown's subjects were ' The present spirit of the age™ and
““The necessity for Spiritualism."” Both good and instructing
addresses, also a very pleasant reading at each service.—J. M.

RuODES, NEaAR MIDDLETON. 596, Manchester Old Road.—The
controls of Mr. G. Adams gave a grand and uplifting address, " God
is our captain.'" We had a grand meeting. Are looking forward to
his next visit,

Wsest GortoN. 2, Peter Street, Clowes Street.—Oct. 1:
Private circle, invocation by Mr. Lewen, good test by Miss Knight,
also clairvoyance, closed by Mr. Todkill. 3: Invocation by Mrs.
Hammond, also clairvoyance and psychometay ; Miss Todkill gave
tests and psychometry, as also did Miss Knight; closed by Mr.
Todkill. 7: Invocation by Mrs. Hammond: psychometry and
clairvoyance, all recognised; test by Kate Todkill ; <losed by a
friend. 7: We commenced a Lyceum for the children of the
district and hope they will take advantage of it, 23 attended; invo-
tion by Mrs. Jones, Mr. Pearson conducted ; recitations by Master
Elliott, Miss Jones and Miss Fanny Atkinson: officers elected :
Mr. Pearson, conductor; Mr. Jones, assistant; Miss Barton,

ian ; Mr. Barton, sec.; Mr. J. Atkinson, captain of the guards;

J- Todkill, treasurer.—R. T.

'PLATFORM RECORD.

Road.—Oct. 1,

~ Accrixcrox. Tabernacle, Whalley Mr
Manning’s guides gave short address, ably assisted by friend W. E
 Leaver, who is always ready; delineations from photograph very
m >d. 3: Public circle, Mr. Manning gave a short address and
deli i from tographs. 9: Miss Halkyard's guides gave
~adds and good clairvoyance ; Mr. Wilkinson ably presided and
good advice. A real time. Two Worlds sald out.

and others please note that in future all correspondence
-street.

GTON. 26, China Street.—Sept. 30: Mrs. Stair gave
discourses. Oct. 7: A rich time with Miss Patefield’s
*What shall I1do to be saved?" and ‘‘Spiritualism a

es Street.—Oct. 1: Mrs. Hoyle gave
t festival, unusually successful, the
The committee thank all who helped
. Sunday: Mr. B. Plant dis-

be sent to the new secretary, A. McAlister’s, 6, Dowry {

- > = e

admit that their friends still live and are with them. We heartily
wish there were more clairvoyants of the same description to give
more satisfaction to the public. 'l'h.is opening of new room gives
encouragement to members and committee,.— -R. Crichton,

Brackroor, Alpine Hall.—Oct. 7: Mr. Gibson spoke well on
“ The lives we live '’ and ** The coming social revolution," followed
by psychometry ; good clairvoyance by J. Gibson, junr,

Brackroor. Liberal Club, Church Street. Mrs. Craven
gave a goood address in the afternoon and took written questions in
the evening, dealing with six in a very satisfactory manner,—W. H,

Borron. Bradford Street.—Mr. Walsh, of Blackburn, gave
splendid discourses on **Where is the spirit world ?"' and ** Obsession,
possession, and inspiration.” Psychometrical delineations and
clairvoyance very good.—H. W,, cor. sec.

BRADFORD. 421, Manchester Road.—Mrs. Clough gave
eloquent addresses on ** Dark after light, and light after darkness,"
and ** What has Spiritualism done for Humanity ?'' Both attentively
listened to by crowded audiences. Clairvoyance very good.—J. A,

BricuoUstE.—Mr. G. Newton’s inspirers gave two discoursesin
a very able manner ; afternoon, ** Modern Spiritualism ;" evening,
subjects from the audience. Altogether we had a good day.—0.S.B.

Bristor. Borderland Circle.—3: Successful and harmonious
meeting ; strangers became interested, and are anxious to come
again ; Mr. Hooper's guides spoke well ; two strangers could see an
Italian spirit girl, who was described to them,—A. L.

Buryxrey. Hammerton Street.—Mr. |. B. Tetlow speaker;
subject, afternoon, ** Do mediums tell fortunes?'* Evening, ques-
tions from the audience ; room full at night. Remember the socia|
Saturday night, at 7, admission 3d. and 1d. Enclosed is a cutting
from the Gazetie, with a report of the Mayor's reception. The
three meeting places conducted by Spiritualists were represented.
Mr. and Mrs. Mason, Mr. and Mrs. Dixon, and Joseph Harrison
for Hammerton-street ; Mr. Harrison and Mr. and Mrs. Whittaker,
Robinson-street ; and Mr. and Mrs. Hartley for Guy-street. All
honour to the Mayor for doing what no other man has done here,
viz., drawn all sections together in harmony.—W. M.

Buryrey. Hull Street.—A good day with Mrs. Harrison.
Address on “* God's Worship " ; successful clairvoyant delineations.

BurnrLeEy. Robinson Street.—The service of song by Mrs.
M. H. Wallis, entitled * An angel in disguise,” was efficiently
rendered afternoon and evening by the choir, the connective read-
ings being given by Mr. Harrison. Opening and closing invoca-
tions by Mr. Whittaker. yAudiences good.

Bury.—Mr. G. Smith delivered nice discourses, which were
listened to by moderate audiences. Sunday: Mrs. Brooks.
Wednesday : 7-30, Mrs. Rennie.

Carprrr. Public Hall.—Sept. 22:
delivered a splendid address on *Prayer."
apt illustration were very acceptable. We wish all Spiritualist
friends would make a point of encouraging local talent. 30: Mr.
H. G. Allen, by request, read the papergelivered by him in Bgistol,
entitled * Why I am a Spiritualist.” —H. G. A. :

CrLECKHEATON. Walker Street.—A general meeting considered
the desirability of getting a larger room, the one we are in is too
small, and a committee were selected to canvass the friends, sothey
will call upon all to help us to spread our nobletruth. The committee
consists of Messrs. Walker, Blamires, Nutall, Slater, and Jackson;

. Blamires, sec. Lyceum, election of officers: Conductor, Mr. W.

. Nutall ; assistant, Mr. A. Fowler; guardian, Mr. ]J. Blamires;
librarian, Miss S. Taylor; treasurer, Mr. W. Jackson; secretary,
Master H. Walker ; musical conductor, Mr. A. Walker; captain of
guards, Mr. H. Slater; one of the guards, Mr, A. Walker; leader’s,
Messrs. M. A. Taylor, S. Wood, E. Slater, and A. Williamson. .

Corye. Cloth Hall.—7: Miss Jones, Liverpool, gave nice
addresses on ** Though I pass through the valley and shadow of
death I will fear no evil, for my shepherd is near,” and “ The
Church of the Coming Religion. Good psychometry to good
audiences.—J. A. B. < "

DEwsBURY.—7: Mr. F. Wood named an infant Ernest, spirit
name “ Sunbeam.” Address on ' What Shall I do torbe saved 2"
Psychometry extremely good.—]. Smithson.
ForesnirL.—Evening: Mr. W. H. Grant, inspired by his
spirit guides, gave an address upon '*Spiritual Vision"; Miss

ie Smith sang * Ora Pro Nobis". A very enjoyable meetin%.i
Grascow.—Mr. Wm. Anderson gave a paper setting forth his
ideas re the religious systems, showing Christianity, even from the
to 7, and demonstrating by passage after passage
and is the only true n: this was Mr.

_ for which he deserves credit, 6-30: Mr.
** Spiritualism " in his usual able
r president bacl;:cf» working

Mr. F. B. Chadwick
His sound logic and
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Hurr. Psychological Society.—A splendid time with Mr
Leeder, Nottingham.  Afternoon address, *“The influence of
Spiritualism upon modern thought,'* very logical and interesting.
Evening, questions from audience answered in excellent manner,
Clairvoyance at both meetings, several recognised The crowd of

ople for the evening meeting compelled us to adjourn to the large
t. George's Hall. Monday, 8: Mr. Leeder met the members at
their private circle, when all were well pleased with his advice.

LancasTEr.—We wish to record our sincere thanks to Mr.
Clark, Mrs, Hunt, and Mrs. Russell for three valuable and
gratuitous services on the last three Sundays, which were highly
appreciated by good audiences, hoping that at some future date we
may be again favoured.

Leicester. Town Hall Square.—7: The annual harvest
festival. Miss S. Venables, of Bacup, spoke under control on
** Spiritual gifts " and ** The spheres beyond." After each address
clairvoyant descriptions were given. At night the hall was packed.
On Monday 6o friends partook of the goed things at our coffee
supper, and a very sociable evening was spent with Miss S.
Venables. All passed off well, and our harvest festival was a
success.—R. Wightman,

LeicesTer, Millstone Lane.—Afterncon: Under the superin-
tendence of our vice-president, Mr. Wright, we had a members'
‘how-do-you-do meeting," which had the good effect of bringing
members in closer touch with one another, Evening: The inspirers
of Bro. Thos. Muggleton, the blind medium, gave a splendid
address on *Ye cannot serve God and Mammon,' after which the
medium, thongh blind, gave successful clairvoyance.,

LeigH. Newton-st.—Aft.: Mrs, Hyde (Manchester), gaveashort
address and good clairvoyance mostly to strangers. Evening:
“Was Christ a medium ?"' A subject from the audience was well
treated. We never had such a pouring out of spirit sympathy and
good feeling, it was quite a pentecostal shower to see the bright
beaming faces, clairvoyance very good, all recognised, psychometry
for the sick, hoping to hear her again soon.—S. D. hon sec.

LiverroorL. Daulby Hall.—Oct. 7: Two interesting and
profitable addresses by Mr. Peter. Lee.

MaccLESFIELD.—Mr. Johnson gave interesting discourses on
* Border Land—its Revelations," and " Spiritualism in Relation to
Social Life.” He was particularly good, touching the present

unequal state of things existing among the people.  Our social on
Tuesday, a short programme was gone through, followed by
dancing. About 100 attended,

Macrom.—We have had Mr. Christopher King for a week's

mission, and have had a good time, all well pleased with the
masterly style of his addresses. His inspirers are of a very high
order. His clairvoyance was remarkably good, and the way he has
worked for us deserves great praise. On Friday night he named a
baby boy Reuben, spirit name * Victor,” and held the audience
spellbound with ‘* The Philosophy of Life ;"' all said it was good to
be thére. Sundhay, 7: Mr. King spoke in the open air on ** Tem
ance versus Socialism " toa good audience; a little discussion at
the close. Co-operative Hall : Afternoon subject, ** The Golden
Ladder, or Spiritual Socialism;" evening subject, ** Betwith the
two worlds, or true Christianity.! It was a red letter day, the
audience seeming to bes entranced. It was grand to see them
standing in groups after the meetings. We distributed over 100
Two Worlds. The society can honestly recommend him for a week's
mission, and hope to have him again soon. 8: He gave his grand
oration, * Tha Silver King," free, for the benefit of a brother who
is out of work.—Wm. Coward.

MonkwearRMOUTH. Miners' Hall—Mr. . Hall, of Gateshead,
gave a very instructive and interesting address on ' Spiritualism in
‘relation to science . —W, S.

NELsON. Ann Street,—A good da{.wlth Miss Pickles whose
S;Iide's gave us marvellous lectures on ** The gifts of spirit and their

versity," also ' Nebucadnezzar's image': we have changed
retaries.— John Singleton, 35, Carles-street.
Nersoy. Bradley Fold.—Mrs. Lamb’s controls discoursed
‘very nicely on “ Sign posts” and * Heaven and Hell, where and
wha!éarob ~ Afterwards clairvoyance. Good audience at

~TyNE.—7: Mr. F. Hepworth, Leeds, gave two

, followed by experiments in clairvoyance,
uccessful. Both lectures and clairvoyance seemed

appreciated by the audiences. 'We bad also a very
1cel the S&t‘nrd:x evening, at which Mr. Hep-

ributed with marked success.

( Mrs, Brown's control spoke;

e two very good addresses to a fair
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with a fruit banquet and entertainment. 'We hope all friends will
do their best to make it a success. —F. R., cor. sec.

ParkGAaTE.—We had great pleasure in listening to Mr, George
Featherstone's control on ** Spiritualism, its religious and social
worth ',

RAwTENSTALL Spiritual Church Lyceum anniversary services
were a pleasing success. The inspirers of Mrs. Stair gave good
addresses, followed by splendid poems. Good audiences.—]J. S.

Rocupace. Ballie-street —Our Temple was packed to hear
Mrs. Marshall, of Burnley, who was assisted by our esteemed presi-
dent, Mr. G. F. Manning. Mrs. Marshall's guides splendid
addresses on ' Seek ye the light 7 " and * The Spirit draweth nigh
and speaketh,” were listened to with rapt attention. Her psychome-
trical delineations and clairvoyance were all recognised. In the
afternoon Mr. Manning also named a four-week-old infant
“Thomas," and gave the spiritual name * Snowdrop.” Evening
he named the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Farrar, ' Ethel;™
spiritual name ** Lily," predicting for both a life of usefulness in
our beloved cause —Mrs, R. W. Tillison, rep. sec.

RocHparLg. Penn Street.—Oct. 3. Very good circle, two

local mediums gave good clairvoyant and psychometric delineations.
7 . Lyceum session well attended, Mr. Rowcroft, of Hyde, ren-
dered ** When the mists have rolled away,” in the afternoon and a
good address in the evening in a clear manner, and gave good tests
of magnetic healing.—Albert Wright, cor, sec.

RocupaLe. Regent Hall—Mrs, Berry gave good addresses
on, **As we sow so also shall we reap,’ and * What do the spirits
teach? ' to fair audiences, good clairvoyance, well received.
Lyceum at 1o, good attendance, marching, etc. Essay on ** Mes-
merism '' by F. Barker, lively and interesting discussion. Prepara-
tions are being speedily arranged for Miss Marryat's lecture on
*“There is no death," in the Public Hall on Oct. 29, Eev. T. P,
Spedding will occupy the chair, tickets can now be had.

Rovrox.—Mrs. Stansfield discoursed to good and appreciative
audiences very acceptably on ‘ Freedom' and ** Belshazzar's
Feast," and gave very good clairvoyance. Young men's tea party
at 4-30 and concert, Saturday, Oct. 12 tickets, adults 8d., children
6d., concert at 7, admission 4d.

SuirLey. Central Chamber.—We had the greatest pleasure
in listening to the guides of Mrs. Stretton, who gave very good
addresses also good clairvoyance to fair andiences,

Sowersy BrinGE.—Tea party and re-union passed off nicely,
although many faces we expected to see were absent. We did not
fully realise what we had hoped for—namely, the re-union of **old
friends and new."” A pleasant meeting was spent after the election
of officers, when speeches were given by Mrs. Midgley, Mrs.
Gaukeryer (through our friend Mrs. Riley), and a few words from
Miss Thorpe. We felt encouraged and stimulated in our work by
what the speakers said. Mr. Booth was re-elected president, and
the following persons for the various officers: Vice-presidents, Mr.
Jos: Sutcliffe, Mr. Lee, Mrs. Greenwood, and Miss Thorpe, whoare
axpected (per resolution at the meeting) to take the chair in turn at
the Sunday service; financial secretary, Mrs. W. Greenwood;
treasurer, Mr. W. Greenwood ; corresponding secretary, Mr. Geo,
Howarth; organists, Messrs. Law and Thorp; musical directors,
Miss Sutcliffe and Mrs. Greenwood; collectors, Messrs. Holroyd
and Howarth; Two Worlds distributor, W. Leach. Friends were
present from Halifax, West Vale, and Slaithwaite. Sunday, a
very enjoyable service ; speaker, Mr. Foulds. He gave numerous
instances from Scripture proving the return of spirit, and that
Spiritualism was so much a part of the lives of those people, that if
the bible could be sifted there would be nothing of any value left.

StockrorT.—Mrs. Horrocks spoke nicely on ** Who may share
this great salvation' and ** The ties that bind soul to soul,** bringing
into the sacrifices of love and its power to overcome the world,
Good clairvoyance, and attendance excellent. —T. E.

STALYBRIDGE. Spiritual Progress Services.—The controls of
Mrs. Brooks, of Oldham, spoke on, ** What does Spiritualism
teach?"  Very nfpreciative audience—about 1,000 persons.
Clairvoyant tests all recognised. We now hold public circles on
Tuesday evenin Mediums in Manchester or district with open
dates please apply ; terms 2s. 6d, and expenses.—], Hy. Hunter.

TopmorbEN, Sobriety Hall —Mrs, Robinson's control spoke
on "All men are cqual in their birth,"” and “What God do
spiritualists worship"; clairvoyance interesting and successful; Mrs.
Johnstone presided. A gentleman gave ** Hatred " as a subject for
a poem, which, he said, was very good. The opposition we have
received has done us no harm, thanks to an impartial press. Our

hall was crowded last night. We are all the talk of the town.
Newspaper bills, * The spread of Spiritualism," ** Spiritualism and
its Critics™; opposition *Spiritualism no chimera";
Swindlehurst’ l.ecmm% m a science and religion."
thi ums who tvere on glgnfqmuutr. Swindlehurst's
lecture accept our heartiest thanks —T. R, J. =~ ;
~ WakerigLp, Baker's Yard —Most successful harvest festival.
For thefirsttime we had the pl of hearing Mr. Pawson and his

in réft}-vﬂm- ve grand discourses upon ** Spiritualism " and six
ubjects from the audience. Room crowded, many turned away.
ﬁr rake presided. Many thanks to the friends for their help
’ is a successful w '

Central Hall.—Oc
m?n whe
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other motive has ceased to operate, but the desire for alcohol, con-

tinue their career beyond the grave, haunt their old-time resorts,

and finding persons predisposed to alcoholism, endeavour to revive

the memory of their past debaucheries by coming in contact with
revellers in the body, whom they influence to drink to greater excess.

The only safe course for one desiring to escape the possibility of being

drawn into this vortex of sin and misery is to become an abstainer.

Douglas insisted upon the duty of all who loved their fellows to use

every effort both by personal example and political action to banish

the drink traflic from our midst. Although the drunkard had fallen

to despair of his ultimate salvation would be wrong, for God's time

is long, and the drunkard's desire will eventually die and the man

surely turn his face Godward, and, by the help of the remedial
agencies provided on the spirit side of life to aid those who desire to

nit the abodes of woe, into which their own misdeeds plunged

em, will be enabled to pursue their course towards that goal of
perfection. Charles M, Payne, hon. sec.—First Soirec and Social of

the South London Spiritualist Mission on Monday, Oct. 22, at 8

' .m., at Winchester Hall, High-street, Peckham. Members and
. ends will be heani\r welcomed. No charge for admission, but a
silver collection to defray expenses incurred by the publication of a

new series of leaflets for propaganda efforts will be made.—
Collyhurst Lyceum. Over 8o present, marching led by Mr. Mac-

' murray, calisthenics by Mr. A. Stainstreet, recitations by Misses
; Wills and Master Wills, much applauded, interesting discussion by
adults on “ Dead Goo years,” Oct. 15 at 7-30, "' Lyceum Mental
Improvement Guild," Mr. Haggit on * Lyceum duties,' open dis-

[ cussion, songs, recitations, etc., will make a cheerful meeting;
chairman, Mr. T. Taylor—Openshaw, Granvill Hall, Oct. g:
Lyceum opened by Miss Howard, recitations and marching fairly

\ done, recitations by E. Orme, Mr. H. Barlow, E. Lewis, Stephen
' Page; Sunday next, service of song, ** Rest at Last," friends rally
round. G. O.—Patricroft, NewgzLane, Winton; Mr. J. Kay spoke

well on * True Spiritualism'' to a full room, Mr. Pritchard gave
psychometry : next Sunday, Mr. Geo. Smith: Wednesday, public
circle; Thursday, 18, Mr. ]. Hayes, 36, Ellor-street, Salford —

Bradford. 15, er Lane. Afternoon circle successful. In the
absence of Mrs. Kendal, Mrs. Houldsworth gave a day long to be
remembered. The friends have been much cheered. W.R.—

Halifax. Crowded audiences to hear Mrs. Beardshall, who spoke
in a masterly manner on “Live to do right” and ** Spiritualism,
and what it is doing for humanity." Good clairvoyance. Monday,
Mr. S. Grattan spoke to a good audience on the ** True Light," and
gave a few good clairvoyant descriptions. Mr. Stranger, test
~medium, who is on a visit from America to Dr. Pennington, has
kindly offered his services on Monday, Oct. 29 ; make a note of this
. friends. F. A. M.—High Shields. 1, South Eldon Street. Mr.
Forrester gave a few interesting remarks on * Health” and
4 Extremists.”” Mr. Wilkinson gave an address on ** The principle
** Mr. Wrightsang a solo, after a few able remarks, to a
di W. R. Henry —Jagger Green. Mrs. Bailey's
:  Are they not all ministering
Wh ! d"s great heroes gone 2" W.B.—
Mon., Institute. An address by Mr. Mayland's guides,
: immortality "'—Nottingham Masonic Hall, Sept. 30,
n lectured morning and evening ; her clairvoyance was
y good. Oct, 7: Morning, Mr, Bevan Harris gave an
foll of fatherly advice; evening. Mrs. Neuman gave a
on * Mesmerism," Mrs. Knight gave good clairvoy-
. Smith at each service; the platform was
decorated with

wers, fruits, etc ; our harvest services
PECTIVE ARRANGEMENTS.
ARR.—Harvest Festival, Oct. 14. Fruit, flowers, and
‘well as personal appearance will be welcome. -
. St. s’, Lower Ernest Street.—Harvest fes-
554 - Beardshall being unwell, Mrs. Whiteoak

THE TWO WORLDS.

OCTOBER 13, 18,

Birsincuaym  Spirituanists' UxioN.—Sundays, Mr. |
Morse: 21, Mrs. Craven; 28, Mrs. Britten. Debates, Tuesdays, 16,
 The genesis of the moral sense,”" Mr. W. H. Sanedrs; 23, Experi.
ments in Psychometry, Mrs. Groom; 30, ' Tke function oﬁhe
ether,” Mr. Brian llujgc,cm, Nov. 6, Luminiferons Ether thebasis
of the human ego, (debate) af. Mr. B. Hodgson, meg. Mr. T,
Hands.—Information lectures: Thursdays, 11, ** Physical pheno-
mena,” Mr. P. Galloway ; 18, *Mediumship,"* Mr. Brian Hodgson ;
25, General summary by Mr. P. Galloway. On Wednesday the
17th, Mr. Galloway will read a paper cn his experiences in
Spiritualism at the Socinlogical Circle of the Midland Institute.

CoryeE.—21, Miss Skieper: 28, Mr Jamas Swindlehurst-

Hevwoop. Temple, William Street.—We are preparing for
anniversary on Oct 21, speaker Mr Armitage, all friends invitel.
Will mediums who can assist us with Tuesday night circles, fees
25 6d and expenses, kindly communicate with Mr ]. Frost, 57,
Brunswick-streat.

Haxrev. Grove House, Birches Head.—14: Mr. James
Mc.Luskie addresses at 6-30. 21: Mr. Jas. Swindlehurst at 6-30.
Liverroor. Daulby Hall —r4, Mrs. Wallis; 21, Mr. John

Lamont ; 28, Lyceum Anniversary. Sunday evenings, after service,
public seance conducted by Mr. C. Butler ; medium, Mrs. Butler,
Mondays, at 8, inquirers’ meeting conducted by Mr. E. Allen and
Mr. A. W. Clavis. Tuesdays, at 8, public seance conducted by Mr.
J.Chapman and Mr. W. J. Rae. Liverpool Society of Spiritualists,
S. S. Chiswell, 11 and 13, Renshaw-street, secretary.

MR. Gro. Lusp, of 70, Manningham Lane, Bradford, is anxious
to join a circle in Bradford.

NEWCASTLE ON-T¥NE.—Mr. ]. C. Macdonald, of Patricroft,
Manchester, two services Sunday, 14th inst. Short addresses and
clairvoyant experiments, also clairvoyant seance on the Saturday,
13th, at 7-30. Sunday, 21st, Mrs. E. H. Britten, of Manchester.

Orpram. Temple, Oct. 14: Mr. E. W. Wallis, speaker ; after-
noon, subject, * Signs of Progress.” LEvening, ' After-death
Experiences."

RocHpaLe. Regent Hall.—Sunday, Oct. 14, anniversary ser-
vices at 2-30 and 6; speaker, Mrs. E. H. Britten. Afternoon,
*What good has modern Spiritualism done; what new things has
it taught ?""  Evening, written questions {rom the andience. Teas
provided for friends from a distance. Oct. 21, Mr. E. A, Verity;
28, Mr. J. Young. Public Hall, Monday, Oct. 29, Miss Florence
Marryat. Chairman, Rev. T. P. Spedding.

SuieLey Lyceum.—First Entertainment, Saturday, Nov. 3.
Minstrel troupe, with songs and recitations, etc., also coffee supper
provided ; price 4d. All friends heartily welcome. Proceeds to
assist in the purchasing of books, etc.

PASSING EVENTS AND COMMENTS.

Tne Deeates at Corbridge's Cafe, Lever-street, will com-
mence Tuesday, Oct 16. Mr J. B, Tetlow willopen at 8 p,m, (Sze
Manchester news.)

Recewvep Too Late—W. Guilliam, Ashington ; T. Southern,
West Pelton; H.G. 4., Cardiff. Obituary, Mrs. Harle. Reports
must reach us first post Twesday morning, ot Wednesday, for
insertion in the current issue. Next week.

To CorreSPONDENTS.—Harry Bunn, L. M. Byles, J. M. Dale,
A. Ritson, ** Ayjay "' : Next week, if possible ; many thanks. G. W.
Blythe : Crowded out : regret that none of us have been able to help
you in the least. Yoursis a repetition of what you said before, and
under the circumstances we see no good in continuing the discussion
at present. Alex. White: You give no address. A. Janes: We
regret that the word has crept in again, and shallwatch it in future.
Article very welcome ; will use shortly.

THEe svccess attending the Cavendish Rooms effort we are

to note still continues. There was a crowded audience to
ourco-worker, Mr. J. J. Morse. Twenty-four years ago, in
{:}{. Mr. Morse first stood on the platform in Cavendish Rooms,

24 years ago, next Sundajy his guide " Tien' commenced his
first course of lac s there for eight weeks, and on Oct. 7 he com-
mitted fwo-icide | and on Oct. 23 he will have completed 25 years'
pe.rviwt:i}mblic Spiritualism. Twenty-five years of married life is
:lled“:d ‘?ve‘t-woddhw,-wm‘-willz_s years of work for Spiritualism

callsd’? .




