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T h e  s p i r i t -p h i lo s o p h y  w i th  r e g a r d  to  h e a v e n  a n d  h e ll  
i s  c o n s is te n t  a n d  lo g ic a l, a n d ,  w h a t  i s  m o re , b a s e d  o n  
a b s o lu te  ju s t i c e  fo r  a l l .  I n  a d d it io n  to  t h a t  i t  h a s  th e  
a d v a n ta g e  o f b e in g  b r i g h t  a n d  e n c o u ra g in g , in a s m u c h  
a s  th e r e  i s  h o p e  fo r  a l l .  In d e e d , i t  r e m in d s  m e  o f  th e  
F r e n c h  s o ld ie r  D e n y s ,  in  C h a r le s  R e a d e ’s  fa m o u s  n o v e l, 
“ T h e  C lo is te r  a n d  th e  H e a r t h , ”  w h o  o n  a ll  o c c a s io n s  
d is p e n s e d  t h e  g la d  t id in g s ,  “  C o u ra g e , tout le mottde, It 
diable est mort.” B u t  th o u g h  the d e v il  i s  d e a d , h e ll a n d  
d e v ils  s t i l l  e x is t .  T h e  s p i r i t -p h i lo s o p h y  so lv e s  t h e  
m a n y  p r o b le m s  o f  t h e  C h r is t i a n s ,  s u c h  a s  t h a t  o f  u n e q u a l  
m e r i t  o r  d e m e r i t ; o f  t h e  p e rs o n  w h o  d ie s  s u d d e n ly ,  e i th e r  
f ro m  n a tu r a l  o r  o th e r  c a u s e s ,  s u c h  a s  m u r d e r ,  & c . ; o f  
t h e  in ju s t ic e  o f  e v e r la s t in g  p u n is h m e n t  b y  a  G o d  o f  
L o v e  ; o f  o u r  b e in g  so  f a r  d e m o ra lis e d  a s  t o  b e  a b le  to  
p la y  w i th  t h e  a n g e ls  w h i ls t  o u r  fe l lo w -c re a tu re s — a m o n g  
th e m  p e r h a p s  o u r  o w n  r e la t iv e s  a n d  f r ie n d s — a r e  w r i th in g  
in  n e v e r - e n d in g  to r tu r e s .  I t  s o lv e s  t h e  p ro b le m  o f  so - 
c a lle d  d e a th - b e d  r e p e n ta n c e s ,  o f  t h e  d e a th  o f  b a b ie s  a n d  
c h i ld r e n ,  a n d  in d e e d  a l l  t h e  v a r io u s  p ro b le m s  w h ic h  
p u z z le  a n d  b e w ild e r  t h e  C h r is t i a n ,  a n d  m a k e  th e  
th o u g h t f u l  t u r n  a w a y  f ro m  o r th o d o x  C h r is t i a n i ty  in  
d is m a y .  B e a r  in  m in d  I  s p e a k  o f  orthodox C h r is t i a n i ty .
I  w is h  i t  to  b e  c le a r ly  u n d e r s to o d  t h a t  I  y ie ld  t o  n o  o n e , 
n o t  e v e n  to  t h e  m o s t  d e v o u t  C h r is t i a n ,  in  m y  a d m ira t io n  
a n d  a p p r e c ia t io n  o f  J e s u s  a n d  h is  g r e a t  te a c h in g .

T h e  l a s t  im p o r t a n t  p o in t  in  t h e  s p i r i t  p h ilo s o p h y  i s  
t h a t  i t  r e j e c ts  t h e  u n s c ie n t i f ic  a n d  u n p h i lo s o p h ic a l  id e a  
o f  a  r e s u r r e c t io n  o f  t h e  b o d y . A s k  a  C h r is t ia n  
w h e th e r  h e  b e l ie v e s  in  r e - in c a r n a t io n ,  a n d ,  i f  h e  u n d e r 
s t a n d s  t h e  w o r d  a t  a l l ,  fo r  m o s t  o f  th e m  d o  n o t  t r o u b le  
th e m s e lv e s  w i th  t h e  s t u d y  o f  re l ig io n s ,  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t ly  
k n o w  so  l i t t l e  a b o u t  t h e i r  o w n , h e  w il l  s im p ly  la u g h  a t  
y o u  a n d  s a y  “  N o n s e n s e  ! Y o u  m ig h t  a s  w e ll  a s k  m e  if  
I  b e l ie v e  in  t h e  t r a n s m ig r a t io n  o f  s o u ls .”  A n d  y e t  w h a t  
is  t h e i r  r e s u r r e c t io n  o f  t h e  b o d y  o th e r  t h a n  r e - in c a r n a 
t i o n  o f  t h e  s p i r i t  ? W e l l ,  t h e  s p ir i t -p h i lo s o p h y , 
b e c a u s e  i t  i s  b a s e d  o n  th e  s o u n d  d o c tr in e  o f  
e v o lu t io n ,  a n d  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  c le a r -h e a d e d  e n o u g h  
t o  s e e  w h e n  a  t h i n g  i s  im p r o b a b le ,  n o t  to  s a y  u t t e r ly  
i l lo g ic a l  a n d  im p o s s ib le ,  r e je c ts  t h a t  d o g m a . A n d  i f  I  
c a l l  t h e  T h e o s o p h ic a l  id e a  o f  r e - in c a r n a t io n  im p ro b a b le ,  
t h e n  I  c a l l  t h e  C h r is t i a n  r e s u r r e c t io n  id e a  a b s u r d  a n d  
im p o s s ib le .  B u t  t h e  C h r is t i a n  w ill  te l l  y o u  t h a t  w i th  
G o d  a l l  t h i n g s  a r e  p o s s ib le ,  h o w e v e r  g r e a t  th e  in h e r e n t  
im p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  t h e  p ro p o s it io n  m a y  b e !  A  g r e a te r  
f a l la c y  c o u ld  h a r d ly  b e  u t t e r e d ,  fo r  e v e n  t h e  A lm ig h ty  
c a n n o t  d o  im p o s s ib i l i t ie s .  I  o n c e  h a d  a  l i t t l e  a r g u m e n t  
w i th  a  la d y  o n  th i s ,  a n d  w h e n  I  m a d e  th e  s a m e  r e p ly  to  
h e r  s h e  w a x e d  in d ig n a n t  a n d  a s k e d  m e  t o  p ro v e  m y  
p o in t .  “ .V e ry  w i l l i n g l y ; H e  c a n n o t  d e s t r o y  s p a c e .” 
“  O h ,  t h a t  i s  n o n s e n s e ,”  s a id  s h e .  “ V e r y  w e ll t h e n ,” 
I  s a id ,  “  H e  c a n n o t  m a k e  tw o  a n d  tw o  a n y th in g  e ls e  
b u t  f o u r ,  o r  t h r e e  a n d  th r e e  a n y th i n g  e ls e  b u t  s ix .”  I  
t h i n k  I  h a d  h e r  th e r e ,  fo r  a l l  s h e  c o u ld  g a s p  o u t  w a s ,  
“  O h ,  y o u  s c e p t ic s  a r e  f r ig h t f u l  p e o p le .”  I  a m  a f ra id  I  
w a s  r a t h e r  u n g e n e r o u s ,  fo r  I  fo llo w e d  u p  m y  p o in t  w i th  
t h e  d e c la r a t io n  t h a t  G o d  c o u ld  in v e n t  n o  m ira c le  w h ic h  
w o u ld  m a k e  tw o  a n d  tw o  e v e n  a  b i l l io n th  p a r t  m o re  th a n  
f o u r ,  a n d  t h a t  th e r e f o r e  m y  p r o p o s it io n  w a s  p ro v e d  t h a t  
h e  c o u ld  n o t  d o  im p o s s ib i l i t ie s .  O n e  o f  th o s e  im p o s 
s ib i l i t ie s  is  t h e  g a th e r in g  to g e t h e r  o f  o u r  b o d ie s  w h e n , 
p e r h a p s ,  th e y  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  in to  b r ic k s ,  o r  h a v e  s e rv e d  
a s  fo o d  fo r  s a v a g e s ,  s h a r k s  o r  o th e r  a n im a ls ,  a n d  o u r  
b o d y  i s  a s s im i la te d  w i th  th e i r s .  A n d  i f  a n y  o n e  s h o u ld  
s t i l l  s a y  t h a t  G o d  can d o  so  i f  h e  l ik e s ,  a s  “  A lm ig h ty  ” 
and “  im p o s s ib i l i ty  ”  a r e  a  c o n t r a d ic t io n ,  t h e n  I  r e fe r  h im  
t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  la w s  a c c o r d in g  t o  w h ic h  th e  A lm ig h ty  
w o r k s .  D o e s  h e  find in  any d e p a r tm e n t  o f  N a tu r e  t h a t

th e  w o rk  is  d o n e  o v e r  a n d  o v e r  a g a in , o r  in  a n  a p p a re n tly  
r id ic u lo u s  a n d  im p o ss ib le  m a n n e r ,  o r  d o e s  h e , o n  th e  
c o n tr a ry ,  f in d  t h a t  th e r e  i s  a  s te a d y  p ro g re s s , a  c o n 
t in u o u s  e v o lu tio n , o n e  fo rm  o f e x is te n c e  g iv in g  w a y  to  
a n o th e r  ? I t  o n ly  re q u ire s  t h e  a p p lic a tio n  o f re a s o n , a n d  
so m e  k n o w le d g e  o f  N a tu r e  a n d  h e r  m o d e  o f  w o rk in g , to  
s e e  t h a t  t h e  id e a  o f a  b o d ily  re s u rre c t io n  w o u ld  n o t b e  
a n  e v o lu tio n  o r  p ro g re s s iv e , b u t  a  re ta rd in g  o r  re t ro g re s 
s iv e  s te p .  E v e n  C h r is t ia n s  b e g in  to  see  t h a t .  T h e  id e a  
o f  a  b o d ily  r e s u r re c t io n  i s  lo g ic a lly  a n d  sc ien tific a lly  
u n te n a b le .

AN IRRATIONAL BELIEVER.
B e fo re  I  c lo se  w ith  th e  sp ir it-p h ilo so p h y  I  m u s t  g iv e  

y o u  th e  o p in io n  o f  a  f r ie n d  o f  m in e  w ith  re g a r d  to  th is  
■ so -c a l le d  r e s u r re c t io n , w h o  b e lo n g s  to  w h a t  a re  c a lled  

P ly m o u th  B r e th r e n ,  o r  S o c in ia n s , o r  C h r is ta d e lp h ia n s —
I  d o n ’t  k n o w  e x a c t ly  w h ic h ,— h e  d o es  n o t  b e lie v e  in  th e  
im m o r ta l i ty  o f  t h e  so u l , a n d , c o n se q u e n tly  n o t  in  d is 
e m b o d ie d  in te ll ig e n c e s . I n  s h o r t ,  S p ir i tu a l is m  is  a ll 
f r a u d  a n d  n o n se n s e  to  h im — in d e e d , h e  h a s  to ld  m e  h e  
w o u ld  n e v e r  g iv e  th e  th o u g h t  h o u se  ro o m . K n o w in g  
n o th in g  w h a te v e r  o f  th e  su b je c t,  a n d  n e v e r  h a v in g  
d e ig n e d  to  in v e s t ig a te  i t ,  h e  is ,  o f  c o u rse , ju s t  th e  p e rso n  
q u a lif ie d  to  g iv e  a  v e r d i c t ! S t r a n g e  to  re la te , h e  
b e lie v e s  t h a t  e v e ry  w o rd  o f  th e  b ib le  is  d iv in e ly  in 
s p ire d .  F o r  h im  th e r e  e x is ts  n o  e r ro r  o r  c o n tra d ic t io n . 
H e  is  p e rfe c tly  im p e rv io u s  to  a ll  h ig h e r  o r  lo w er c r i tic ism . 
S p in o z a , K u e n e n , S tr a u s s ,  R e n a n , H u x le y ,  a r e  a ll fo o ls . 
H e  se e s  b u t  o n e  in fa ll ib le  a n d  h a rm o n io u s  h is to ry .  I f  
y o u  d is a g re e  w ith  h im , i f  y o u  p o in t  o u t  a n  e r r o r  o r  
c o n tr a d ic t io n , h e  p o li te ly  te l ls  y o u  t h a t  y o u  k n o w  n o th in g  
a t  a l l  a b o u t  i t .  H e  d o e s  n o t  b e lie v e  in  t h e  in fa ll ib i l i ty  o f  
th e  P o p e ,  b u t  to  m a k e  u p  fo r  th i s  h e  u n re s e rv e d ly  a n d  
d o g m a tic a l ly  b e lie v e s  in  h is  o w n . I  th in k  th e  s p ir i ts  
w o u ld  h a v e  a  h a r d  ta s k  to  in s p ire  him ! H o w e v e r ,  a s  i t  
m a y  c o m e  to  h is  e a r s  t h a t  I  h a v e  b e e n  c r i t ic is in g  h im , 
le t  m e  s a y  t h a t  in  s p i te  o f  h is  fa u l ts  I  r e s p e c t  h im , fo r  h e  
h a s  a t  le a s t  o n e  o r  tw o  g o o d  id e a s :  fo r  in s ta n c e ,  h e  
d is c a rd s  t h e  “ d iv in ity  o f  C h r is t ,”  a n d  a c c e p ts  th e  
“  U n i ty  o f  G o d ,”  a n d  w e  “  h i t  i t  o ff  v e ry  w e ll ,”  a s  th e  
s a y in g  g o e s , b u t  h e  c a n  f in d  n o th in g  in  th e  b ib le  w h ic h  
te l ls  h im  t h a t  J e s u s  b e lie v e d  in  a n d  t a u g h t  th e  im m o r
ta l i t y  o f  t h e  so u l . I f  h e  c o n fin e d  h im se lf  u p o n  th e  p o in t 
o f  im m o r ta l i ty  to  t h e  O ld  T e s ta m e n t  w e  sh o u ld  h a v e  n o  
d iff ic u lty  in  a g re e in g  w ith  h im . S ti l l ,  w e  w ill n o t  e v e n  
q u a r r e l  w i th  h im  b e c a u s e  h e  in c lu d e s  t h e  N e w . B u t  
m a r k  y o u  w h a t  fo llo w s: A c c o rd in g  to  m y  f r ie n d , w h e n  
w e  a r e  d e a d , w e  a r e  d o n e  w i t h ; th e r e  i s  n o  s u rv iv in g  
so u l o r  s p i r i t .  I f  h e  w o u ld  s to p  th e r e  I  sh o u ld  r e s p e c t 
h is  o p in io n , fo r  h e  h a s  m a n y  le a r n e d  m e n  o n  h is  s id e . 
B u t  n o t  a  b i t  o f  i t .  O n  th e  s e c o n d  c o m in g  o f  C h r is t ,  h e  
m e a n s ,  o r  a t  le a s t ,  h o p e s , to  h a v e  h is  s h a r e  in  th e  g o v e rn 
m e n t  o f  t h e  w o r ld . B y  so m e  s u c h  im p o ss ib le  m ira c le s  
a s  t h e  o n e  w h ic h  w o u ld  m a k e  tw o  a n d  tw o  fiv e , J e s u s  
o r  th e  A lm ig h ty — I  d o n ’t  k n o w  w h ic h — w ill b r in g  to  life  
a g a in  a  c e r t a in  n u m b e r  o f  th e s e  so u lle s s  b o d ie s , v iz .,  
th o s e  w h o  d u r in g  th e i r  e a r th ly  e x is te n c e  h a v e  q u a lif ie d  
th e m s e lv e s — b y  b e lie v in g  a  c e r ta in  a m o u n t o f  n o n se n se —  
a s  h is  l ie u te n a n ts ,  w h o  th e n  w ill e n jo y  a  life  o f  h a p p in e s s  
a n d  im m o r ta l i ty  u p o n  th i s  g lo b e , w i th  J e s u s  a s  th e i r  
c h ie f . T h e  b o d ie s  o f  th o s e  w h o  d id  n o t  q u a lify  th e m 
se lv e s— o n  m y  f r ie n d ’s  l in e s — fo r t h i s  d is tin c tio n , r e m a in ,  
o f  c o u rs e ,  in  p e a c e fu l s lu m b e r  a n d  b lis s fu l ig n o ra n c e . 
T h e r e ’s  a  g r a n d ,  p h ilo so p h ic a l c o n c e p tio n  fo r  y o u !  A n d  
o n  w h a t  d o e s  m y  f r ie n d  b a s e  h is  re s u r re c t io n  o f  th e s e  
so u lle s s  b o d ie s  ? O n  S t .  P a u l ’s  a llu s io n  to  th e  g r a in  o f  
s e e d , w h ic h  i s  p u t  in  t h e  e a r th  a n d  m e r r ily  s p r o u ts  f o r th  
a g a in .  T h i s  i l lu s t r a t io n  o f  S t .  P a u l ’s  i s  o n e  o f  th e  
g r e a te s t  i l lu s io n s  a n d  m o s t  g la r in g  fa lla c ie s  w h ic h  c o u ld  
w e ll b e  c o n c e iv e d . H o w  c a n  y o u  c o m p a re  t h e  so w in g  
o f  a  s o u l le s s  o r  life le ss  b o d y  w ith  t h a t  o f  a  living seed  ? H a s  
i t  n e v e r  s t r u c k  m y  f r ie n d  t h a t  t h a t  g ra in  o f  se e d  c o n ta in s  
a  so u l— o r  life , i f  h e  p re f e r s  t h a t  w o rd  ? L e t  h im  b o il



that seed, or otherwise destroy its life, and see how 
lustily it will sprout, and what a beautiful crop he will 
g e t ! Or let him put a boiled egg under a fowl, and see 
w hat a  splendid chicken she will hatch ! W hy, the 
comparison properly made proves our theory up to the 
hilt, viz., th a t when life is once crushed, either out of a 
grain of seed, or out of an egg, or out of us, or out of 
anything else, decay sets in, and all hope of resuscitation 
or of yielding fruit is gone. Resurrection of the body ? 
W hy, you might as well expect to bring to life again, by 
putting it in the earth, the dead body of a caterpillar 
after the butterfly has winged its flight 1 There is no 
Cadmus t o - d a y ,  who, by sowing dragon’s teeth, will reap 
a crop of armed soldiers!

F a i t h ,  f a n a t i c  f a i t h ,  o n c e  w e d d e d  f a s t
T o  s o m e  d e a r  f a l s e h o o d ,  h u g s  i t  t o  t h e  l a s t ,  

says Moore. The soundness of the spirit-philosophy is 
is unquestionable. I t is .in strict harmony with reason 
and the discoveries of science. You have in it one 
grand process of evolution, w ith strict justice as its basis. 
Many of its statem ents, I was pleased to find, fully con
firmed the opinions which from independent study I had 
been able to  form for myself. If  I  were convinced  of the 
existence of spirits, or, as Christians do, believed  in the 
imm ortality and individuality of the soul, I should be 
one of its most fervent advocates. And this leads us to 
the Phenomena.

To begin with, we have what is called automatic 
writing, but which perhaps were better called dictation 
or dictated writing. T o th a t writing we owe the grand 
book “ Spirit Teachings.” How was it obtained ? W . 
Stainton Moses was' convinced tha t it came from an out
side influence, and to those who receive such writing, 
the intense reality seem s a t least to point in tha t d irection; 
for you not only receive clear and succinct answers to 
your questions, but the names of the supposed senders 
are affixed to  them, Some say tha t it is self-hypnotism, 
combined with telepathy. B ut what is self-hypnotism ?
I am aware that hypnotism is in many cases quickly pro- 
duced. B ut nobody will say tha t I am self-hypnotised 
wheri I sit down and think out a mathematical or other 
pfqblem, for instance, the one that a continuous course 
of good and reproachless advice can come from the 
Devil, as the Jesuit Father Clarke asserts. Poor old 
gentleman—I mean the Devil—if he now gives us such 
good advice, I am sure he must be repenting, and we 
ought to try  and make his acquaintance and console him ! 
H e has been abused enough. I f  I am not self-hypnotised 
when I sit down and think, or write a letter, or smoke a 
pipe, it seems to me difficult to understand how I sh.ould 
be self-hypnotised when I sit down in the same way and 
receive this autom atic writing, for in each case I am in 
exactly the same condition, and the writing comes almost 
instantaneously, that is to say if I have made an appoint
ment with what, for the sake of argument, I will call my 
spirit friend. Now let us suppose this writing is the 
fooling of our tricky sub-conscious self, set into activity 
by self-hypnotism, how do we account for the following 
facts?

1 . —T hat we do not get it with equal promptness and 
facility at all times—for sometimes, as you know, it can
not be obtained for days ? Perhaps our subconscious 
self is out on a holiday or on the spree during that time ?

2 . —’T hat it is in the handwriting of those from whom 
it pretends to come, and already before you receive the 
name of the sender ?

3 . —-T hat thus it not only differs entirely from our 
own handwriting, but continually differs from itself, i,e.f 
varied in accordance with the source from which it is 
supposed to proceed, producing the very letters and the 
very peculiarities of composition of our departed friends ?

Then the further question arises : Is self-hypnotism 
different from the hypnotism practised on others, and if 
So, why ? F or instance, if I hypnotise another person, 
that person receives whatever impressions I wish to 
convey. There is no argument or opposition. 
How different it is in the case of this so-called 
self- hypnotism. If  I put on paper, and thus
convey to my hypnotised self that I am 
merely being fooled; .instead of receiving back an 
affirmative reply (viz., the same impression which I 
conveyed), I receive a long exhortation. I am told that 
I am wrong, that the writing has nothing wimtever to 
do with me, but that it comes from outside Intelligences. 
Indeed, more than once I have been blamed ior my

stupidity in thinking such a thing, and allowing myself 
to be misguided by such a theory as “  unconscious 
cerebration.” This seems to me a very im portant point 
in our investigation. If, instead of receiving back the 
impressions which I convey, I receive totally opposite 
sta tem en ts; if many of the things which I am told 
traverse my own opinions, how, I ask our scientific 
friends, can we speak of self-hypnotism ? Allow 
me to give you here a very striking example. On 
November n th ,  1 8 9 3  (you see I give chapter and 
verse), a lady friend came to  visit my wife. In the 
course of the evening I received some communications 
from what, for the sake of argument, we will call one of 
my supposed  spirit friends. During, what I will para
doxically name our conversation in writing, it came into 
my mind to ask him it he knew our visitor. I received 
a negative neply, and, not thinking anything further 
about it, I proceeded with other matters. L ater in the 
evening, sometime after I bad said good-bye to my 
mysterious informant, my wife, in the course of conversa
tion, expressed her surprise a t the answer which I had 
received, calling to  m y mind the fact, which did not 
strike me a t the time, that my informant h a d  known her 
friend during his life-time. I expressed myself very 
grateful for her remarks, for it a t once suggested itself 
to  me tha t here I had a nice little test case. The next 
day I would question my unknown informant, and I will 
give you the conversation verbally. Q uestion; “  Do 
you see this lady here ? ” Answer : “ Yes.” “ Have 
you seen her before ? ” “ Yes.” “  W hen ? ” “ Last
night, and I said I did not know her.” “  And do you 
know her now ? ” “  N o.” Then, in the same way as I 
m ight refresh any living person’s memory, I asked, “ Do
you remember t h e ------? ” (giving the name of the house
where my wife’s friend lived).” Do you not remember 
seeing this lady there ? ” “ Yes, I remember now, it is 
Miss P ------

Now, 1 ask, how do you explain this by the theory 
of self-hypnotism and unconscious cerebration ? W hy, 
in the first instance, should I receive 1  N o,” as answer ? ■ 
I  knew the lady, and had known her for ten years, .and 
that being the case one surely otight to have expected  a 
reply in the affirmative from one’s sub-conscious self! 
Then mark you what follows : My attention is specially 
drawn to the fact th a t my supposed informant was 
acquainted with her in his life-time, and yet, in spite of 
this, in spite of my sub-conscious self being aroused to 
that fact, the answer on the following day is precisely 
the same. I t  was not until I recalled to my informant’s 
mind the name of the house, which name he at once 
remembered, that the recognition took place. Now, 
this incident took place in November, 1893. My 
deceased friend stayed with me for less than six months 
in 1886 (between January and June), during which time 
he made the acquaintance of my wife’s friend and her 
family, and it is therefore easily explainable, considering 
that after that period he knocked about in \  arious places 
(he died in Australia), that the acquaintance was not an 
intimate one, and that he has been dead a few years, the 
memory of my wife’s friend should have faded from his 
mind. And here, suppose disembodied Intelligences 
exist, you would have a proof of the theory that no 
sudden transformation takes place at death—that on the 
contrary, they are still like ourselves, human so to speak, 
subject to errors and lapses of memory. I have n o . 
prejudice either way. Speaking generally, it is immaterial 
to me whether spirits exist or not. I only want Truth.

To be continued.
R e t h e  P ro po sed  I n tern a tio na l  C o ng ress .—  

W e understand that the London Spiritualist Alliance 
have resolved to call a General Conference of Spiritual
ists of the United Kingdom to meet in London in 1 8 9 5 , 
and to invite all London and Provincial Societies to send 
delegates. The Alliance also propose to hold an Inter
national Congress of Spiritualists and others interested 
in psychical investigations in London in the summer of 
1896. A committee for carrying out the necessary 
arrangements, with power to add to their number, ana 
to avail themselves of the assistance of any friends 
whose co-operation may be thought desirable has been 
appointed, viz., Mr. E . Dawson Rogers (President),,Mr.
H . W ithall (Treasurer), Mr. J. F . Collingewood, and 
Mr. T . Everitt. This committee have already added to 
their number Rev. J. P . Hopps, M.A., J. Sutton, Mr.
J. J. Morse and Mr. J. Allen.



C I R C L E  H O L D I N G .
By J. B. Tetlow.

Having had considerable experience as a medium and 
circle holder, I would offer a few remarks on the above 
subject. Development of mediumship is not the trifling I  
matter some people think. A circle is a collection of 
forces for a definite or indefinite purpose. If for an 
indefinite purpose mischief is likely to occur, because 
when “ force ” is allowed to collect and to flow away, 
in any direction that it may find affinities, it is destructive 
of comfort, and tends to generate disease of some kind.
A definite purpose should be determined upon and 
sustained. Hence for developing purposes in the in itial 
stages small circles are of primary importance. It is a 
matter of indifference what phase of mediumship is to be 
developed, one m edium  one circle is enough if useful! 
ends are -to  be attained. As to “ the time of] 
sitting and how often,” a developed medium may 
sit often and in most places, but the developing one 
should sit but once per week, and only amongst the same] 
people, and for no less a time than six months; longer] 
if possible as it enables the spirit to master the conf 
ditions and to create a closer rapport between medium] 
and spirit. Mediums in the earliest stages who allow 
themselves to be influenced anywhere and at any time 
are sure to be subjected to one of two conditions. They] 
will absorb forces that exert an injurious influence] 
destructive of health and constitute an open door for low 
mental types of spirits, or they will develop but little 
and then remain stationary. A primary condition is to 
make an agreement with the spirits that you will sit once 
per week at a given time and place, and he there. The] 
spirits will respect the agreement if you do. ObservM 
this rule and you will avoid much heartache and coni 
siderable inconvenience. Don’t ask the spirits to do] 
what you ought to do yourself. Let the spirits help you! 
be guides and helpers, but never forget you have an] 
individuality that demands cultivation. Further, listen]^ 
to, and’according to your best judgment follow, your intui- 

• tions or impressions as to reading, food, clothing, habits in 
general, and you' will find -that your psychic nature is 
merging into a more refined state, and that the spirits 
will get closer and thus make you feel that they are 
indeed and of a truth about you, restraining here, im
pelling there, giving light and assistance when and 
wherever needed. I speak what I know and have felt.

Years ago, when I was a weaver, the spirits would 
come and impress me to read some book. I would do 
so whenever I could find opportunity, and always with 
good to myself and use upon the platform. I kept a 
pencil and a pocket book by me, and such ideas as 
came home to my mind I noted down, and thus my 
impressible powers became developed. I observed my 
various moods, ‘how my own mind acted, and how 
external forces acted upon me, and thus learnt the 
difference between myself and the not-myself. The 
medium needs to observe these matters, because his 
development is not one of an hour per week, but grows 
apace, imperceptible and constantly, if he observes the 
right conditions. Spirits can and do accomplish much, 
but it is not right that they should do all, neither will 
they, for laziness is not a word in the vocabularly of the 
spirits, where development of true mediumship is 
concerned. There are no letters patent by which a 
medium can become useful without some endeavour on 
his part,*

W hat are commonly known as foreign spirits very 
clearly show themselves, and shake the medium much. 
People object to this, and, if the spirit persists, they cut 
fhe matter short by mistakenly refusing to sit. When 
you have made up your mind to develop as a medium go 
to the circle with the determination that you will forget 
external things, and devote your attention to the matter 
in hand; secondly, do not wish to know too much of 
what is likely to occur. If you thus rationally give good 
conditions, the fits of shaking will either become per
ceptibly less each week or there will be magnetic condi
tions about you impeding the action of the spirit. In 
the latter try and find out what they are, and assist the 
spirit to get rid of them. Foreign spirits are very useful. 
I have found them so, giving strength and protection 
when my more intellectual ones could not help me.

Don’t meddle with a medium who is presenting an 
impersonation scene. Don’t ask questions, don’t help

the medium, he will help himself if you will let him alone, 
and his test powers will grow all the better. He may 
be a long time coming back again; be patient, the end 
will be worthy of your labours.
■Sufficient has been said for this occasion, and I will 

|conclude with this advice. Be serious, be honest, yield 
■ th e  best feelings of heart and head. Don’t  suspect, 
don’t believe without good evidence, wait and watch 
developments, and good results will ensue.

TH E CORNER STONE OF SPIRITUALISM. 
j ’rior to the advent of modern Spiritualism the 
students of physical science were steadily tending to
wards conclusions which ruled Spirit, as a Causative 
agent, out from their calculations. “ Matter and force”
(were terms to conjure with; “ atoms, protoplasm, and 
force ” were thbught sufficient to account tor the 
phenomena of organisation. Brain and nervous energy 
were supposed to cover the whole ground of mental 
[manifestation, and materialism was triumphantly 
marching on to victory. At this juncture the clear
eyed Lord Brougham discerned a cloud on the philo
sophic horizon, destined he believed to overspread the 
whole sky—that cloud was modern Spiritualism. The 
brave and thoughtful Theodore Parker also affirmed 
his faith in the great future for Spiritualism, and these 
prophetic souls were not mistaken. For the materialistic 
tendency of modem thought has not only been checked 
but vanquished, and the spiritual philosophy, based upon 
the demonstrations of spirit-existence, has literally won 
noteworthy triumphs all along the line. Little is heard 
nowadays resembling the confident assertions of those 
who a few years ago concluded that “ the brain thinks ”
—“ secretes thought as the liver secretes bile ”—and 
that consciousness was destroyed with the death of the 
brain, which was said to give it birth.

Contrast the latest utterances of scientific men with 
the prevalent opinions of the same class of thinkers forty 
years ago, and the length of the journey that has been 
taken on the spiritual road becomes clearly apparent. 
Still further, consider the popularity of Drummond’s 
“ Ascent of Man the fact that Theosophy, which is 
nothing if not spiritual,’* has gained a hold upon no incon
siderable portion of the thoughtful minds of the age. 
Add to this the influence exerted by the Psychical 
Research Society, which has demonstrated the existence 
of “ phantasms of the so-called dead,” and the prevalent 
fashion among writers of fiction (who perhaps better 
than any others are able to feel the pulse of the times 
and minister to the needs of the public) to deal with so- 
called “ occult ” experiences which lead right into the 
border-land of the spiritual realms proper, and we have 
the clearest evidences that during the last half-century 
there has been in process a change of base and attitude 
among progressive minds which amounts in reality to a 
veritable “ right about face.”

Men look spirit-wards now for solutions instead of 
towards matter.

For this most important revolution in the realm of 
philosophy and science—and revolution it undoubtedly is 
—it is not too much to claim that humanity is largely 
indebted to the despised and rejected spirit-manifest
ations ; to the phenomena of mediumship ; especially to 
the contemned and scouted physical demonstrations of the 
presence of intelligences possessing power to set the 
ordinary “ laws of nature” (so-called) at defiance; beings 
able to display m U % thought, feeling , memory and intention 
apart from physical brain, and establish their identity as 
human beings who one time lived and expressed their 
purposes through brain and body on earth and continue 
to live and express their thoughts and aims although 
that brain and body have mouldered in decay.

Think what this great fact signifies.
Crookes, an experienced chemist, antagonistic at the 

outset, observed displays of force: force associated with 
and governed by intelligence, evidently other than that 
of the medium or the sitters.

A. R. Wallace, a philosophic materialist, believing 
only in “ matter and force,” witnessed manifestations

* Although its most valuable spiritual affirmations, which are 
pure Spiritualism, have been overloaded with mystical slush and 
submerged beneath a load of metaphysical speculation, magical 
maunderings, and senseless hero-worship until the rational spiritual 
teachings nave been well-nigh lost.



and was beaten b y  the  fa c t s , compelled by the spirits to 
recognise m in d  behind the phenomena.

W e are well within the mark in claiming that thousands  
o f  hard-headed materialistic men, science-teachers and 
others, have had their Materialism knocked on the head 
and sha ttered  b y  repeated demonstrations, physical and 
psychical, that death does not destroy the individual 
and that, as Alfred R. Wallace says, “ there are possibili
ties of organised existence beyond those of our material 
world.”

The fact that so many earnest thinkers have had this 
revolutionary conviction fo rc e d  upon them m u s t have 
materially affected their after studies, given new bent 
and p o w e r  to their thoughts, and, through their influence 
upon others, have contributed to the creation of the 
stream of tendency which is manifestly setting in the 
direction of the more spiritual interpretation of the 
problems of consciousness and the discovery not only of 
the causes in the spirit-realms but the sequences of the 
activity we call Lite as displayed- on earth. Medium- 
ship is the corner-stone of Modern Spiritualism. Through 
mediums, many of whom have suffered martyrdom, the 
world has received the only clear and positive evidences 
of continued conscious individual existence after death 
which have convinced Materialists, satisfied doubters, 
gladdened the heaits of mourners, and given a basis of 
fact to faith which should lead to spiritual emancipation 
and happiness.

D E A T H  T H E  G A T E  O F  L IF E .
SPIRITS IN PRISON.

C h a p t e r  X III .
A dear spirit friend gave me the following message:
“  In a previous communication I spoke of the condition 
of earth-bound spirits, or * spirits in prison.' L et me 
now give you some examples of how spirits are bound to 
the earth because of their earthly desires and habits. 
Selfishness and wrongdoing to others are the two chief 
causes of the misery and darkness of those characters 

. after they enter spirit-life. Did men but know the 
wretched condition in which they will find themselves 
when they come over here, they would live more just, 
pure, and unselfish lives.

“ Your late residence was in an abnormal con
dition on account of the continued presence of the 
spirit of the late owner, who some years before died 
therein. H is spirit friends had tried to enlighten 
him as to his condition, with the object of draw
ing him from earth, but h e  was so surrounded 
by an atmosphere of selfishness and worldly greed, 
and clung so to his earthly possessions, tha t for years 
it was impossible to influence him. H e could not 
soar higher than his desires, and none could persuade 
him that he was out of the mortal form. Visiting your 
family circle, we found him there, and we determined to 
assist him. W e reasoned w ith him, and after some 
difficulty, by comparison w ith his former self, convinced 
and satisfied him that he was not now in a fleshly body, 
had no need of his worldly possessions, and that he need 
not remain on earth if he would relinquish his desire for 
former pleasures. H e protested th a t the house was his, 
and you had no right therein, and he would not be robbed 
of it. Eventually, however, we induced him to go 
outside, and, seeing that he was desirous of re-entering, 
we protected the doors and windows by our spirit-band, 
and (not aware tha t he as a spirit could, if he wished, 
pass through the  walls) he w aited th e  opportunity of 
entering by the door, which we kept well guarded. 
Subsequently, by the aid of his spirit friends, we induced 
him to follow us to  brighter spheres. H e was very 
reluctant to do so, for he feared lest he should lose his 
earthly possessions if he left them.

|  H aving received good instructions from those whom 
he thought desired to benefit him he did not return. H e 
was not a  bad man. H e had been closely connected 
w ith a  religious church, and was moderately m o ra l; but 
he was selfish, greedy of earthly goods, even to the 
injury of, and injustice to, o th e rs .. H e would have 
money, on the principle of the Quaker, j G et it honestly 
if youfean, but get i t ; ’ and he tried to  hold it fast when 
once secured, hence his spiritual bondage. T his is no 
solitary instance. W hen men have given more care to 
their commercial prosperity than to  their own spiritual

development and the good of others they cannot rise 
while weighted by worldly treasure, for * Where your 
treasure is there will your heart be also.’

“ Another, but a very much worse case of spiritual 
desolation, was that of a former resident of your city, 
who possessed hundreds of thousands of pounds, yet he 
lived unmarried in a large, well-built villa, without 
housekeeper or attendant, among dirt, filth, and utter 
neglect of himself. H e was too selfish to pay for 
necessary domestics, and too idle to keep the dwelling 
clean. There he was, poor and miserable, always 
saying he “ would have to go to the workhouse, people 
were going to rob him of his money." He was bound 
by the fetters of his own parsimony and greed. He 
was so niggardly and selfish that he would not help a 
poor creature in distress, or give to a charity if he could 
possibly avoid it, unless he knew it was likely to get 
into the papers. H e sometimes offered considerable 
sums to charitable and religious societies, but the gifts 
were invariably accompanied with such impossible con
ditions tha t in most instances the offer had to be 
‘ declined with thanks.'

“ In one instance a cheque for £ 10,000 was sent by 
this poor soul to a charitable institution, axd next day 
it was emblazoned to the world in printer's ink in most 
of the papers. But the restrictions he imposed were 
such that, much as the institution was in need of help, 
the trustees, after vainly endeavouring to induce him to 
relax the conditions, had at last to return the cheque. 
On receiving it, he petulantly remarked : ‘ I knew they 
could not use it, and it would come back. I have got 
the credit, however, for trying to do a benevolent thing, 
and am nothing out of pocket.' This wretched man 
professed to  be a follower of the meek and lowly Jesus, 
talking to others in his filthy and unkempt condition 
about religion, and of the necessity of getting ready to 
die! H e had w ritten a trac t ‘ On purity of heart,' but 
did not himself even understand the great need of purity 
of body.

“ W hat great good this rich man might have done in 
helping the poor and needy. H is house was large 
enough to enable him to take in and support f i f t y  o rp h a n  
boys or girls, and the expense would have been but a 
trine to him. Or he could have provided a comfortable 
home for a  few old starving men, who could have kept 
his garden and house clean and in order. But no; 
nothing would he do willingly to  help humanity. He 
would be alone ; live a lo n e; eat alone; sleep alone, and, 
a t length, he died alone; and here we find him alone in 
the outer darkness of the spiritual world. Not a ray of 
light, and, so far as he knows, not a ray of hope. Here 
he is shrouded in his own cloud of selfishness, dark and 
wretched, not fully knowing what has befallen him or 
where he is, bemoaning his hard fate, asking why his 
friends do not come to his rescue, thinking that he has 
become blind, and that is the reason he cannot see any
thing. T hus is he chained by his own earthliness and 
selfish propensities. Until he renounces self we cannot 
assist him. Though he is constantly calling for help, 
when we approach him he is terrified, and, thinking we 
have gone to rob him of his filthy lucre, he orders us to 
go away. Poor, dark, miserable wretch, this is the home 
he has made for himself. How different it might have 
b een ; how different it ought to have been. H ad he 
been liberal, generous, desirous of doing good with his 
money so as to help others in sorrow and distress, what 
a  d in e re n t'  home he would have h a d ! H e was a 
religionist of very narrow views, and fully believed that 
all who did not embrace the creeds of the churches 
would be for ever lost. H e has yet to learn that dog
matic creeds will not save and that good actions will."

T he following incidents occurred a t our “ circle,” 
and were witnessed by several intelligent persons:— 
A very intim ate friend of the late Rev. Thomas 
Greenbury’s, a man in wealthy circumstances, in a fit of 
madness took away his own life. One night, when Mr. 
Greenbury was speaking to his spirit-daughter, she said, 
“  Pa, we have a  surprise for you, we have been and found
the spirit of Mr. F ------ , and brought him here, believing
tha t on hearing your voice he will awake out of his semi
conscious state, when we shall be able to deliver him 
from his dark condition, and assist him to progress and 
to atone for his rash act in taking away his life.

They had found him in a dazed condition in the room



where he shot himself, miserable and lonely, not knowing 
where he was or what to do to deliver himself from his 
prison of despair. They induced him to control the 
medium, and the ringing cheery voice of friend Greenbury 
startled him, and he stammered out, through the lips of 
a medium, “ where am I.” On being informed of where 
and what he was, and that he had taken his own life, 
which was the cause of his unhappy condition, there 
burst from him a flood of anguish that would have melted 
the most adamantine heart. The forced control of the 
medium did him good, and the advice of friend Greenbury 
and his spirit-daughter had a beneficial effect upon him, 
and he went away full of distress at his condition, but he 
had received light which would help him to rise.

When we last heard of this poor spirit he had been 
fully roused to the consciousness of his condition and 
was trying in penitence and deep contrition, to raise him
self from the low estate into which his rash act had 
plunged him. It will require comparative ages of mental 
suffering and remorse to atone for his foolish deed. His 
.friend Greenbury has now gone to the spirit side of life, I  
and as it was his wont here to help humanity he will not I 
neglect his unfortunate brother who so sorely needs his I 
loving assistance.

A commercial traveller who had lived a life of 
drunkenness and cruelty to his long-suffering and patient 
wife prematurely entered the spirit world, and his heart
broken wife soon followed him. On entering the life 
beyond she tried to And her wretched husband, but he 
was so imprisoned in his own darkness that it was no 
easy task. But find him she would if a t all possible. 
She felt that , if she could reach him she would be able to 
help him to rise out of his prison house of woe. His 
conduct towards her had not destroyed her affection for 
him, and she knew that he had some inherent good in 
him, and hoped that now the temptation to drink was 
removed it might be quickened into activity and lead him 
upward to purity. She sought him by the aid and 
direction of other spirits willing to help her in 
her noble work, and eventually found him among 
kindred spirits deep down in the deps of darkness and 
wretchedness. She could see him, but he could not see 
her, and she was too pure to enter the foul atmosphere 
in which he dwelt, trying to extract happiness from 
tempting his old comrades to sink deeper in degradation. 
B ut she was lovingly determined to reach him, and 
together with her spirit guides sought the assistance of 
other spirits lower than themselves, who could penetrate 
the darkness and approach him. After considerable 
effort an impression was made upon h im ; and after 
repeated attempts she at length succeeded in drawing 
him from the loathsome conditions and associates with 
whom he mingled. H e had a desire to see her, and thus 
sympathetic rapport was set up between them which 
enabled her more easily to accomplish her object. Aided 
by her friends she at length succeeded in bringing him 
to our spirit circle, in which there were two mediums. 
T he wife controlled one, and the husband was induced 
to control the other. * By that means he was enabled to 
see his wife, and at once recognised her voice, and both 
through the materiality of the mediums, sped across the 
floor of the room into each other’s arms, she weeping 
for joy that she had rescued him, and he crying bitterly 
in the deepest agony of self-reproach and anguish. This 
was the beginning of a new life to him. Light had 
dawned upon his dark spirit, and he was put into the 
path which leads to repentance and a brighter future.

Though he could not go to his wife’s sphere of purity 
and bliss, yet she could go to him and by the influence 
of others assist him upwards. The glorious work of 
reformation is going on, he is growing out of his old 
conditions, and having begun the good work his injured 
wife will patiently wait and work for his development, 
and he will have to atone for the past by self- 
abnegation and sorrow and efforts to assist others, but 
love, which never dies, will work and wait, until he is 
fit to take his place by her side in the higher spiritual 
life. “  Love shall be the concmpror.’*

Many spirits are attracted to the scenes of their 
crimes and unable to get away. Their magnetic con
dition holds them to the spot where their foul deeds 
were done, or where their vicious lives were spent. This 
i9  the secret of many haunted houses, and the appear
ances of what are known as 11 ghosts the spirits of

mortals held to the earth and earthly conditions, unable 
to escape from their prison-house of despair. W hat 
was once the source of their pleasure and gratification 
is now their misery and torture. Hell and destruction 
are in their path and the way of peace they know not, 
until the spirit within, aroused to desire the freedom 
of the higher life, by repentance, reparation and labour 
for the emancipation of others, educates, enlightens and 
purifies them.

ABOUT OURSELVES: ENTRE ROUS.
'  S e v e n  y e a r s  ago this month the initial meeting was held at 

which the resolution was passed to commence the publication of 
The Two Worlds, if a limited liability company could be formed and 
sufficient capital procured.

A f t e r  seven years hard work “ Our paper " has become a 
necessity, and won the favour and goodwill of Spiritualists through
out the world ; but, and there is always a “ but," we regret that in 
spite of a spirited policy, and the marked increase in the circulation 
during the past two years,'which increase we trust will still continue, 
we have not yet reached the stage when the paper is self-supporting.

To s t i l l  f u r t h e r  add to the attractiveness of " our paper,’‘ 
it has been decided to put a cover upon it, and at as early a date as 
possible a coloured advertisement sheet will be " wired " upon the 
paper, and other changes of importance will be effected, by means 
of which we expect to be able to give our readers an even better and 
fuller paper, and at the same time move upwards towards the self- 
supporting stage when our income will balance our expenses.

W h e n  t h e  c o v e r  will be put on will depend upon the assis
tance we can obtain in the shape of advertisements with which to 
meet the expenses and fill the columns. Readers who can co
operate with us, having goods to sell and desiring to find a market 
for them, should apply for advertisement rates.

W h i l e  t h a n k in g  all old friends who have faithfully supported 
us these seven years past, we appeal to both old friends and new to 
assist us to increase the number of our readers every week.

W e  w o u l d  e s p e c ia l l y  urge upon casual readers—those friends 
who buy a copy occasionally, but do not trouble to procure the 
paper if they do not attend the Sunday meeting—the desirability of 
taking it regularly. Every issue is well worth reading; you are sure to 
miss something good if you do not get the paper, and by Instructing 
the agent at the society to supply you every week, in most places, it 
will be delivered at your home on Friday.

O u r  " c o n t e n t s  b il l s  " have not always been utilised as they 
should have been. They cost a considerable sum to print, and if 
well displayed they would help to make people desire to read the 
paper. We trust friends will kindly co-operate with us in this way.

A f e w  w o r d s  of recommendation at public meetings by the 
chairman would be of service, and " reading lessons " can generally 
be found in the Two Worlds in the current or recent issues. Those 
readers who procure their paper through the newsagents will greatly 
oblige us if they will let us know at once should they experience 
any difficulty in procuring it.

To m e e t  t h e  n e e d  of new readers and those who are unable 
to get " our paper " in other ways we have arranged to forward it 
post free fo r  24 weeks fo r  2s. 6d.

T h e  c o m in g  w in t e r  bids fair to be a very busy one, and the 
growth of the movement can be materially assisted by making the 
Tw o Worlds do missionary work, but we occasionally hear of 
Spiritualists buying a paper and sending it round among other 
Spiritualists, so that two or three families get served'by the one 
paper. We hope and trust that this sort of thing is not done very 
generally.

T h e  l o v e  f o r  S p ir it u a l is m  cannot be very strong if a penny 
a week for the paper is grudged. Yet we have heard of Spiritualists 
who, rather than buy a copy of The Two Worlds, will go to their 
club or Free Library Reading Room and peruse it there. , They 
are welcome, if they really cannot afford the penny; but, if they 
can, and this should meet the eyes of those readers who get the 
news for nothing, we hope the blush of shame will mount to their 
cheeks, and they will resolve in future to do their duty to the cause, 
and help to support the paper which works for them, and go at once 
and give an order for it to be supplied to them regularly.

O ur  r e c e n t  c h a n g e  of printers has worked well on the  ̂whole, 
and will lead to good results in the end; but some little friction has 
arisen in the work of distributing the papers through the trade, and 
we trust our readers who hear of instances of difficulty in getting 
the paper will urge their friends to demand that their newsagents get 
it for them; and acquaint us if they fail.

R ea d  t h e  R em ark able  M b d iu m ist ic  experiences of Mrs. 
Keeves-Record. These experiences, re-printed in a contemporary, 
were published in our columns last year, and issued in pamphlet 
form, price 2d., post free 2$d. A capital portrait of Mrs. Record 
graces the front page, and the narrative is .extremely interesting. 
Investigators, students, and those who are becoming developed as 
mediums, will find much to help and stimulate them in the popular 
and pleasing recital of Mrs. Record’s labours for Spiritualism. 
This pamphlet should be sold by thousands. Agents in connection 
with societies would do well to order some of them and sell them. 
The Two Worlds pamphlets—Rev. Savage’s, "Does Man Live after 
the Death of the Body ?’’ price id .; Mrs. Duffey's " Investigative 
Study of Spiritualism," id .; Mrs. Record's experiences, 2d.; and 
Mr. Jos. Robertson’s ever useful " Rise and Progress of Modem 
Spiritualism and Sketches of the Work of many Mediums and 
prominent Spiritualists," price 6d., should be constantly circulated. 
We will forward one of each, together with A. R. Wallace's " If a 
Man Die shall he Live Again ?" post free for is
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e d i t o r  a n d  g e n e r a l  m a n a g e r , 

B .  W .  ‘W * .A .I L iX j I S .
A LL COMMUNICATIONS SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO T H E  COMPANY'S 

RE G ISTER ED  O F FIC E, AT 73A, CORPORATION S T R E E T , M ANCHESTER.

SHOULD C L A IR V O Y A N C E  B E  ̂ E X E R C IS E D  
O N  S U N D A Y S ?

T h e r e  is considerable opposition in certain quarters to 
the practice of giving of clairvoyance and psychometry 
from the rostrum on Sunday, and to a very large extent 
my sympathy is with those who desire that our 
philosophy should be presented a t  i t s  best  and test-giving 
be performed at other times, aud would encourage all 
mediums to study conditions and aspire after educational 
and elevating influences, that they may improve in every 
way; but is there not a danger that we may lose sight 
of our distinctive work ? The dry-rot of 44 respecta
bility ” has taken out the strength and heart of the 
churches, and we need to guard against similar results. 
There is a noticeable tendency in some places for our 
services to become too formal; stereotyped methods are 
employed and the very soul gets frozen out of mediums 
before they open their mouths. What likelihood is there 
of 44burning inspirations’* under such conditions ?

Spiritualism is a new gospel—an evangel of joy and 
gladness. It is first of all a fact; and a faith founded 
on the fact. If we have the new wine let us have the 
new bottles. If we have the new light, let it flash forth 
in unfettered brilliancy. If we, have the gew spirit, let 
us h av e  new m ethods. If we have the present-day facts 
le t Us d e m o n s tra te  those facts, even if We differ from our 
neighbours. It is just because we differ and erect our 
Temple of faith on the rock of fact, while theirs is on 
the sand of tradition, that we are happy, strong and out
side the charnel house of old theology.

It is many yeais since my duty became clear to me. 
The spirit-teachers who wished to make me their mouth
piece, so to speak, stated that they could not succeed in 
their endeavours to fit me for that sphere of labour if I 
devoted time and attention in any marked degree to the 
development and exercise of the impersonating, healing, 
psychometric, and clairvoyant phased of my mediumship. 
They represented to me that it was, better to do one  thing 
w e ll than half a dozen indifferently, and agreeing with 
them, I have endeavoured to loyally co-operate with the 
wise and kindly spirit friends whose influence has been 
so helpful and educational. But I do not take my own 
experience as the standard whereby to measure all other 
mediums. Because I recognise that it would be un wise for 
m e  to desire to give public clairvoyance or psychometry, it 
does not follow that no  medium should give such descrip
tions. I will plead for exce llence, e ffic iency  and h o n e s ty  as 
earnestly as anyone—but if we are to wait until we get 
perfect njediums when shall we commence ? .

At the present time (we may as well face the fact), { 
we have no school for training, no institute for mediums, ! 
no wealthy Spiritualists who will endow a college, no 
board of examination, and no means of educating and ; 
developing young mediums, save i n  th e  schoo l o f  e xp er ien ce , j 
in the circles pnvate and public, and on the platform. 
We have a l l  been educated on the public; have gained 
our development in the rough-and-ready fashion insepar
able from the early stages of an iconoclastic movement; 
and, so far as present experiences go, this state of things 
seems likely to continue and we sjmply cannot help 
ourselves. The movement is growing faster than the 
available ..staff of mediums and speakers. Managers of 
meetings are often at their wits’ ends to know who 
to procure to All their platform, and possibly do not 
make all' the inquiry they should do as to the bo n a  
tides of the people they engage. If mediums are 
honest, sincere, and true, people of character, whose

motives are pure and upright, then the fact of their 
singleness of heart and earnestness of conduct will atone 
for m any gram m atical and elocutionary shortcomings. 
B ut to return : T he ex-reverend Moses H ull, writing in 
the L i g h t  o f  T r u t h , July 7 , says “  Spiritualism is cursed 
w ith a  swarm of guessing mediums,” and he declares 
th a t strangers are more likely to go away from meetings 
“  w ith the impression th a t they have been to  a fourth- 
rate  Punch and  Judy show than they are to retire with 
an exalted idea of the philosophy we are inviting them to 
take in the place of their religion.”

H e says, 44 W ith  me Spiritualism  is a religion, a 
philosophy, a  science, a l i f e :  and if I cannot induce 
people to  listen to  it as such, I prefer not to stand as its 
representative.” H e  44 believes in  tests,” but would 
have people “ go alone to  a medium and get their tests 
and pay for £hem. . T h e  medium, unless oneaespecially 
called and dhosen for public work, will, under such cir
cum stances, do a better w o rk ' both for the sitter and for 
Spiritualism .”

T h is is m ost illogical. W h a t of the medium who is  
called for p u b l ic  test work ? Ada Foye, B axter, Slater, 
Em erson, and  others, all public te s t mediums, we dare 
guarantee, have, by  their evidences of the presence of 
spirit friends made more Spiritualists than  friend Hull 
has done w ith  his argum ents. W hen he has talked till 
he is tired, people will still ask 44 prove your claims.” 
H e  regards Spiritualism  as a  sc ience . Yes. Science 
deals w ith f a c t s , and spirit f a c t s  have sm ashed materialism 
and prepared m en’s m inds to  receive the philosophy and 
th e  religion of th e  spirit.

In  th is country  it is illegal and very risky for 
mediums to  sit privately and give tests, taking pay for 
th e ir  service. M any people who will and  do attend 
public m eetings w i l l  n o t go to  a private medium. Many 
people go to  S unday m eetings who do not, will not, or 
cannot go to  w eek-night m eetings, hence we m ust give 
them  the facts when w e have them  —break th e  bread of 
tru th  for them  in  the ir presence or we m ust let them  go 
em pty away. H ow  often I  have heard the remark, 
“  Yes, it  is very fine, very eloquent, very beautiful; but 
I w ant ev idence .r. J j  canno t'ragree withoufc propf,” £ 0  

'many, m any cases have coirie under m y notice'of p e o p le  
whose atten tion  w as first arrested, and their conviction 
ultim ately  secured, by  tests  given in public on Sundays, 
th a t I , for one, cannot shu t m y eyes to  the utility of 
the practice. T h a t it  m ay be ab u sed ; too much time 
be em ployed; th e  fortune-telling elem ent be intro
duced; th e  descriptions be too vague and  imperfect, I 
readily adm it, b u t those facts argue, not for the total 
suppression of public te s t giving, bu t, for im p ro v e d  
m e d iu m s h ip  and greater care and atten tion  on the p a rt of 
com m ittees.

That clear descriptions of spirits, given iri a quiet and 
dignified manner, accompanied by messages of love or 
kindly counsel, constitute an “ exhibition that lowers 
the high1 and holy character of religious meetings ” I 
emphatically deny. That many people complain of the 
manner in which clairvoyance and psychometry ar6 
presented; and'not without good cause in some cases, I 
admit, but we need to d is c r im in a te  not e x c o m m u n ic a te . Let 
us remember that people sit in the valley of the shadow 
of death, and we can render them no more truly re lig io u s  
service than that of wiping the tears from their eyes, and 
dispelling the mists of fear, by giving them p r o o f  positive 
that those they mourn as lost still live and return to 
bless them. r. Fine sentiments, eloquent addresses) 
logical arguments, passionate or pleading appeals— 
b e a u ti fu l  a n d  necessa ry  a s  th e y  a l l  a re—can never have 
the same force as the facts that even the 44 illiterate ” 
and scornfully termed |  guessing medium ” presents, 
when, in homely phrase and perhaps blunt statement, the 
descriptions and names of spirit people are given to the 
anxious truth-seeker.

The fact is, b o th  orator and demonstrator are needed* 
If Spiritualism is the work of the spirit-world we may be 
pretty certain that the number of test mediums would 
not have increased a iiundred-fold if they were not 
wanted. L e t  u s  work and wait.

Nothing useless is or low)
Each thing in its place is best,

And that which seems but empty show 
Strengthens and supports the rest.

If the quality of the mediumship is at fault, we shall not 
improve it by decrying it. Rather let us try to secure



fuller and richer results by stimulating all mediums to 
cu ltiva te  their gifts, to covet earnestly the best g i f t s  (that 
is, those most suitable for themselves), and let us all 
exercise charity. L e t Theosophists, psuedo-scientists, 
sectarians, and “ superior” persons generally decry 
mediums, denounce phenomena, and deride the spirits as 
they choose, the fact remains that the change of base 
in modern science and philosophy from Materialism to 
Spiritualism has been largely brought about by the 
spirits, whose phenomenal manifestations th ro u g h  m edium s  
effected what all appeals to analogy, intuition, and 
authority  have failed to accomplish. T he mediums 
were not saints, perhaps, nor were the spirits Solons, I 
neither were the phenomena aesthetically angelic, bu t a 1 

fact is one of the most awkward things in the world to 1 

argue with, and the sharp fact of spirit-communion 
punctures a hole through the balloon of the theorists, 
scientific, theologic, and theosophic, and le ts out all the 
gas. .

Discard phenomena, discourage development of 
mediumship, discountenance and flout the spirits (rela
tives, guides, and teachers), and where will Spiritualists 1 
be ? A t the mercy of theorisers and creed-spinners 1 I 
I f  Spiritualism  ever loses from off its  altar the present- I 
day evidences of spirit-communion, and lives only by 1 

appeals to  the records and traditions of bye-gone mani- 1 

festations, Spiritualists will be in no better case than the 1 
Christians who appeal to  Authority for lack of living 
tru th .

T o  be con tinued .

B R IT IS H  S P IR IT U A L IS T S ’ LY C E U M  U N IO N  
P U B L IS H IN G  F U N D .

As a result of my appeal on July 2 7 , I have received the 
following generous and suggestive le tte r :—

“ P ark  M ount, Belper, Derbyshire,
“  August 9 , 1 8 9 4 .

, . “ -Dear. M§.,^Citson,rr-:Since reading your appeal in the 
T w o  W o r ld s , ,  o n  behalf o f 'the  Lyceum publishing Fund,
I  have thought it  ought to have been taken up more 
generally by the Spiritualists, and am afraid some 
.thousands of the friends in the movement who are not 
able to  give large am ounts a t one time, conclude they 
are  not called upon to  render any assistance, and, without 
due consideration, allow the m atter to pass without] 
making any effort to  give their mite.

“  I f  it w as possible to  .speak to  all such, I would 
earnestly press upon them the importance of a t  once doing 
their share in the good work by sending their donations 
or subscriptions to  you, whatever the am ounts may be. 
I f  th is was done w ith spirit and promptness, no doubt 
your com m ittee would soon be in possession of the 
much-needed funds to carry out the work they have so 
generously laid out for themselves to do.

“  As * actions speak louder than words,’ I have 
pleasure in  sending £ 5  herewith as my donation, and 
tru s t th a t a t  least nineteen other friends will follow with 
a like am ount, and these will be heartily supported by a 
host of friends giving whatever they can spare. W ishing 
God-speed to the cause.— I remain, yours truly,

( M r s . )  S e l i n a  S m e d l u y . ”  .

I have obtained the w riter's kind permission to make 
the above public; in the fervent hope that her earnest 
pleadirig will not go unheeded—th a t nineteen others will 
follow her noble example, and tha t they will be heartily 
supported by a host of subscribers who willingly give 
whatever they can spare. N o m atter how small or 
insignificant the sum s may be, they will be gratefully 
received and faithfully acknowledged and applied to the 
above specified fund.

I gratefully acknowledge the receipt of the following 
am ounts :—G olne Lyceum , per Mr. Hoskin, £ 1 ; Mrs. 
Keeves-Record, £ 5 ; Mr. J. Heywood, Birmingham, is.; 
M rs. Birchall, 2 s. fid .; Mrs. Selina Smedley, £ 5 ; 
total, £ 6  8 s. 6 d . ; am ount previously acknowledged, 
^ 8 5  6 s. u £ d . Cheques to be made payable to Mr. 

a Joseph Sutcliffe, hon. treasurer, Sowerby Bridge. All 
com municatipns and postal orders to  be addressed to 
Alfred K itson,,hon. secretary, 2 , Royd-street, Hanging 
Jieaton , Dewsbury, Yorks.

COCK L A N E  AND COMMON -SEN SE.*
Mr. Andrew Lang, who appears to have of late been considerably 
exercised in mind as to the reality or otherwise of spiritualistic phe
nomena so called, makes in the present work an appeal for full and

11 f a i r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  a n d  t i l t s  g a l l a n t l y  a g a i n s t  P r o f e s s o r  H u x l e y  a n d  
I  o t h e r  l e a d e r s  o f  s c i e n c e  w h o  r e f u s e  t o  s p e n d  t i m e  i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  

I  o f  m a t t e r s  w h i c h  t h e y  r e g a r d  a s  p r o b a b l y  m e r e  i l l u s i o n ,  d e l u s i o n ,  o r  
i m p o s t u r e ,  b u t  a s  i n  a n y  c a s e  n o t  w o r t h  t h e  s e r i o u s  a t t e n t i o n  o f  
b u s y  m e n .  T h i s  i s  n o t ,  M r .  L a n g  h o l d s ,  a  s c i e n t i f i c  a t t i t u d e .  T h e  
c a s e  w h i c h  i s  p r e s e n t e d  a n d  i s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t e s t i m o n y  i s  t o o  s t r o n g  
t o  b e  d i s m i s s e d  i n  s u c h  a  f a s h i o n .  C o c k  L a n e  m u s t  b e  e x p l a i n e d  i n  
t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  c o m m o n  s e n s e ,  a n d  i t  i s  n o  a n s w e r  t o  s a y  t h a t  C o c k  
I L a n e  i s  n o t  w o r t h  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  f o r  t o  s o  a n s w e r  i s  t o  m a k e  a n  
a s s u m p t i o n  w h i c h  w i l l  n o t  s t a n d  e x a m i n a t i o n .  M r .  L a n g  p u t s  h i s  
p o i n t  s t r o n g l y .  O n  e v e r y  s i d e  w e  f i n d  a m o n g s t  a l l  r a c e s ,  i n  a l l  a g e s  
a n d  c l i m a t e s ,  a n d  i n  a l l  s t a g e s  o f  c i v i l i s a t i o n ,  c o n s e n t i e n t  t e s t i m o n y  
t o  c e r t a i n  p h e n o m e n a ,  a n d ,  s a y s  M r .  L a n g ,  t h e s e  o u g h t  t o  b e  
e x a m i n e d  a n d  a c c o u n t e d  f o r .  D r .  J o h n s o n  r e f u s e d  t o  a f f i r m  t h a t  
t h e r e  w e r e  n o  s u c h  t h i n g s  a s  g h o s t s ,  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  
n o t  p u t  a s i d e  t h u s  u n c e r e m o n i o u s l y  t h e  b e l i e f s  h e l d  i n  a l l  t i m e s  b y  
a l l  n a t i o n s  t o f  w h o s e  o p i n i o n s  w e  > p o s s e s s  r e c o r d s ,  h i i t  'm o d e r n  

■ s c i e n t i s t s  a r e  l e s s  s c r u p u l o u s ,  o r ,  p e r h a p s ,  t h e y  w o u l d  s a y ,  l e s s  
c r e d u l o u s .  B u t  i t  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e i t h e r  a s s u m e  o r  d e n y  a n y 
t h i n g  a s  t o  g h o s t s ,  w r a i t h s ,  a p p a r i t i o n s ,  a n d  a l l  t h e  r e s t  o f  s p i r i t u a l 
i s t i c  p h e n o m e n a  t o  b e  o n  M r .  L a n g ' s  s i d e  a s  t o  t h e  i s s u e s  w h i c h  h e  
r a i s e s .  A  "  w r a i t h  ”  o r  “  g h o s t , "  a  “  l i g h t "  o r  "  a  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  "  
m a y  b e  a s  n a t u r a l  a s  i n d i g e s t i o n ,  n o t  s u p e r n a t u r a l  i n  t h e  l e a s t  o r  
n o t  i n d e e d  v e r y  u n u s u a l .  T h e r e  m a y  b e  i m p o s t u r e s ,  b u t  w h y  
s h o u l d  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  b e  a l l  i n  a g r e e m e n t  a n d  t h e  i m p o s t u r e s  a l l  
o n  s i m i l a r  l i n e s  ? I n  e i t h e r  c a s e  t h e  t h i n g s  f a l s e  o r  t r u e ,  i m p o s 
t u r e s  o r  s o l i d  f a c t s ,  a r e  s o r e l y  w o r t h  e x p l a n a t i o n .  U r g e s  M r .  L a n g :
"  O n  e i t h e r  h y p o t h e s i s  t h e  t o p i c  i s  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  w i t h o u t  i n t e r e s t  
f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t  o f  h u m a n  n a t u r e .  E v e n  i f  w e  c o u l d ,  a t  m o s t ,  e s t a b 
l i s h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  p e o p l e  l i k e  I a m b l i c h u s ,  M r .  C r o o k e s ,  L o r d  C r a w 
f o r d ,  J e s u i t s  i n  C a n a d a ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o n j u r e r s  i n  Z u l u l a n d ,  
S p a n i a r d s  i n  e a r l y  P e r u ,  A u s t r a l i a n  b l a c k s .  M a o r i s ,  E s k i m o ,  c a r d i 
n a l s ,  a m b a s s a d o r s  a r e  s i m i l a r l y  h a l l u c i n a t e d ,  a s  t h e y  d e c l a r e ,  i n  t h e  
p r e s e n c e  o f  p r i e s t s ,  d i v i n e r s ,  H o m e ,  Z u l u  m a g i c i a n s ,  B i r a a r k s ,  
J o s s a k e e d s ,  a n g a k u t ,  t o h u n g a s ,  a n d  s a i n t s ,  a n d  M r .  S t a i n t o n  M o s e s ,  
s t i l l  t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  t h e  f a l s e  i m p r e s s i o n s  i s  a  t o p i c  f o r  p s y c h o l o g i c a l

1 s t u d y .  O r  i f  w e  d i s b e l i e v e  t h i s  c l o u d  o f  w i t n e s s e s ,  i f  t h e y  v o l u n 
t a r i l y  f a b l e d ,  w e  a s k .  W h y  d o  t h e y  a l l  f a b l e  i n  e x a c t l y  t h e  s a m e  
f a s h i o n  ? E v e n  s e t t i n g  a s i d e  t h e  a n i m i s t i c  h y p o t h e s i s ,  t h e  s u b j e c t  
i s  f u l l  o f  c u r i o u s l y  n e g l e c t e d  p r o b l e m s . "  N o w  t h a t  t h e  c o n c e n s u s  
o f  t e s t i m o n y  t o  m a n y  t h i n g s  w h i c h  t h e  a v e r a g e  s c i e n t i s t  d i s m i s s e s  
a s  m e r e  r u b b i s h  i s  s t r o n g  e n o u g h  i n  i n s t a n c e s  t o  h a n g  a  m a n  w e r e  
l i f e  a n d  d e a t h  i n  q u e s t i o n  a n d  t h e  m a t t e r  b e f o r e  a  j u r y  i s  c e r t a i n ,  
a n d  w h e n  "  c o m m o n  s e n s e "  d i s p o s e s  o f  t h i s  e v i d e n c e  a s  a b s u r d ,  M r .  
L a n g  a n d  o t h e r s  a r e  s u r e l y  e n t i t l e d  t o  a s k  f o r  e x p l a n a t i o n  a s  t o  h o w  
s u c h  b e l i e f s  b e c o m e  s o  g e n e r a l .  T a k e  t h e  c p m m o n  e x a m p l e . o f  
w h a t  a r e  c a l l e d  "  h a u n t e d  h o u s e s . "  C e r t a i n  a p p e a r a n c e s ,  h p i& e s ,  
& c . ,  a r e  t e s t i f i e d  t o ,  a n d  t o  d i s m i s s  t h e m  a s  h a l l u c i n a t i o n s ,  o r  
t o  s a y  t h a t  a l l  n a r r a t o r s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  t h e  k i n d  a r e  e i t h e r  p a r t l y  
i n s a n e  o r  d e l i b e r a t e  l i a r s  i s  t o  m a k e  a  d e m a n d  w h i c h  c a n n o t  b e  
g r a n t e d .  M r .  L a n g  d o e s  n o t ,  i t  m a y  b e  r e p e a t e d ,  a s s u m e  t h a t  t h e s e  
t h i n g s  o f  w h i c h  h e  g i v e s  m a n y  i n s t a n c e s  a r e  s u p e r n a t u r a l ,  t h e y  a r e  
s i m p l y  u n u s u a l ,  o u t s i d e  g e n e r a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  a n d  n o t  t o  b e  e x p l a i n e d  
b y  a n y  l a w s  o f  N a t u r e . o f  w h i c h  w e  h a v e  c o g n i s a n c e .  T o  t h e  
A f r i c a n  p r i n c e  o f  t h e  w e l l - k n o w n  t r a v e l l e r ' s  s t o r y  i t  s e e m e d  e v i d e n t  
t h a t  t h e  m e r c h a n t  w h o  a f f i r m e d  t h a t  i n  h i s  c o u n t r y  w a t e r  b e c a m e  
s o l i d  a n d  c o u l d  b e  c a r r i e d  i n  t h e  h a n d  o r  o n  t h e  p o i n t  o f  a  s p e a r  
w a s  r o m a n c i n g ,  w h e r e a s  h e  w a s  b u t  s t a t i n g  a n  o r d m a r y  f a c t  o u t s i d e  
t h e  o t h e r ' s  e x p e r i e n c e .  A n o t h e r  o b j e c t i o n  s o m e t i m e s  m a d e  i s  t h a t  
S p i r i t u a l i s t s '  m e d i u m s  a n d  s o  f o r t h  a r e  o f t e n t i m e s  v e r y  u n d e s i r a b l e  
s o r t  o f  p e o p l e ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  p h e n o m e n a  o f  t h e  k i n d  o f  
w h i c h  M r .  L a n g  i s  w r i t i n g  i s  d a n g e r o u s .  B o t h  a l l e g a t i o n s  m a y  b e  
t r u e ,  b u t  t h e y  d o  n o t  t o u c h  t h e  r e a l  p o i n t  a t  i s s u e ,  w h i c h  i s  n o t  
. w h e t h e r  t h e  p e o p l e  a r e  g o o d  o r  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e i r  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  
d a n g e r o u s ,  b u t  w h e t h e r  t h e  p h e n o m e n a  o c c u r ,  o r  i f  t h e y  d o  n o t  
o c c u r ,  h o w  c o m e s  i t  t h a t  p e o p l e  a l l  t h e  w o r l d  o v e r  
b e l i e v e  s i m i l a r  t h i n g s ,  a n d  s i m u l a t e  s i m i l a r  p h e n o m e n a .  W h a t  
w a s  i t  s u g g e s t e d  t h e  i m p o s t u r e ,  i f  a n  i m p o s t u r e  i t  b e ,  a n d  w h y  
s h o u l d  t h e  i m p o s t o r s  a l w a y s  f o l l o w  i n  t h e  s a m e  t r a c k ,  s o  t o  s p e a k  ? 
M r .  L a n g  h a s ,  w i t h  e n o r m o u s  i n d u s t r y ,  c o l l e c t e d  f r o m  r e c o r d s  o f  
m a n y  n a t i o n s  a t  m a n y  a n d  w i d e l y  d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s ,  a  m a s s  o f  
t e s t i m o n y  t o  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s ,  a n d  h i s  c h a l l e n g e  t o  s c i e n c e  i s  e i t h e r  t o  
e x p l a i n  t n e  f a c t s  o r  e x p l a i n  t h e  t e s t i m o n y .  W e  c a n  o n l y  g i v e  o n e  
i n s t a n c e  o f  t h e  k i n d  o f  t e s t i m o n y  w h i c h  i s  r e p e a t e d  i n  r e g a r d  t o  
m a n y  c u r i o u s  e v e n t s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s ,  b u t  t h i s  o n o  i n s t a n c e  w i l l  
i l l u s t r a t e  M r .  L a n g ' s  m e t h o d  o f  p u t t i n g  h i s  c a s e .  I s  l e v i t a t i o n  a  
f a c t ,  o r  a  d e lu s i o n ' ,  o r  a n  i m p o s t u r e ,  a n d  i s  a l l  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  w e  
h a v e  o n  t h e  p o i n t  t o  b e  d i s p o s e d  o f ' b y  t h e  a s s e r t i o n  t h & t  m e n  n e v e r  
d i d  f l o a t  i n  t h e  a i r ,  a n d  n e v e r  c o u l d .  T h e r e  i s  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  o f  M r .  
G r e a t r a k e s ,  o r  G r e a t r i x ,  k n o w n  a s  "  t h e  I r i s h  s t r o k e r , "  L o r d  O r r e r y ,  
a n d  t w o  b i s h o p s ,  o n e  o f  w h o m  m a y ,  s a y s  M r .  L a n g  c a u t i o u s l y ,  h a v e  
b e e n  J e r e m y  T a y l o r ,  t h a t  L o r d  O r r e r y ’s  b u t l e r  o n e  d a y  r o s e  
f r o m  t h e  g r o u n d ,  w h e r e u p o n  M r .  G r e a t r i x  a n d  a n o t h e r  l u s t y  
m a n  c lU p t  t h e i r  h a n d s  o v e r  h i s  s h o u l d e r s  a n d  w e i g h e d  h i m  
d o w n  w i t h  a l l  t h e i r  s t r e n g t h ,  b u t  h e  w a s  f o r c i b l y  t a k e n  u p ; 

• f o r  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  t i m e  h e  w a s  c a r r i e d  i n  t h e  a i r  t o  a n d  
f r o  o v e r  t h e i r  h e a d s ,  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  c o m p a n y  s t i l l  r u n n i n g  u n d e r  
h i m . "  A  v e r y  a b s u r d  s t o r y  n o  d o u b t ; b u t  M i s s  N a n c y  W e s l e y  a n d  
t h e  b e d  o n  w h i c h  s h e  w a s  l y i n g  b o t h  r o s e  f r o m  t h e  f l o o r ,  i f  w e  a r e  
t o  b e l i e v e  t h e  e v i d e n c e  o f  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  o n e  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  t o  h e r  
b r o t h e r  S a m u e l ,  p r i n t e d  i n  S o u t h e y ’s  "  L i f e  o f  W e s l e y , "  a n d  t h a t  
b y  p a r i t y  o f  r e a s o n i n g  i s  " a n  a b s u r d  s t o r y "  a l s o .  T h q n  L o r d  
L i n a s a y  a n d  L o r d  A d a r e  p u b l i s h e d  a  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  t h e y  s a w  H o m e ,  
t h e  m e d i u m ,  f l o a t  o u t  o f  o n e  w i n d o w  a n d  i n  a t  a n d t h e r  i n  A s h l e y - 
p l a c e ,  S . W . ,  o n  D e c e m b e r  1 6 t h ,  1 8 6 8 ,  a n d  C a p t a i n  W y n n e  a l s o  b o r e  
w i t n e s s  t o  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e  i n c i d e n t .  I s  t h a t  a l s o  a n  a b s u r d  s t o r y  ? 
F u r t h e r ,  w e  h a v e  t h e  e v i d e n c e  a s  t o  t h e  I n d i a n  F a k i r s  w h i c h  s t a g 
g e r e d  M r .  M a x  M u l l e r ,  M r .  K e l l a r ’s  e v i d e n c e  a s  t o  a  c a s e

* C o c k  L a n e  a n d  C o m m o n  S e n s e .  B y-A ndrow  L o n g . (L o n d o n : L o n g m a n s  a n d  C o .)



of Zulu levitation, and to cut the enumeration short, records 
of all ages, the repeated levitations of St. Joseph of Cupertino 
(1 6 0 3 1̂ 6 6 3 ) being a  leading case, but by no means a solitary 
one, in the annals of the Roman Church. Now not in the case 
of levitation or accounts of asserted levitation only, but of numbers of 
other phenomena of which Mr. Lang has collected testimony, what 
is to be said ? Is our author not justified when he observes that we 
stand speechless in the presence of the wildest fable when it meets 
us, as identical myths and customs do—not among savage nations 
alone or in one period of time alone, butt> practically speaking, 
everywhere and at all times. Wholesale imputations of fraud, 
hardy denial of the veracity of witnesses, do not account for all that 
is recorded, and they still less account for the records if  these are, 
to speak plainly, lies. Why should men in other respects regarded 
as perfectly trustworthy be looked on as unblushing romancers 
when they speak of certain things which they have' seen, not for a 
moment, but for half an hour together. Why should a  witness in 
Peru falsely swear he saw in that country the same phenomena 
which M. Alphonse Karr and Mr. Hamilton Aide also, according to 
the hypothesis, falsely swore they witnessed in Paris ? At present 
no reply can be given, and we think Mr. Lang in this interesting 
and .curious volume proves to the hilt his contention that it is the 
duty of modern science to give us an explanation, or in the alterna
tive admit that the riddle is beyond her.—N o ttin g h a m  G u a rd ia n , 
August 1 8 .

CORRESPONDENCE.
T h e  E d ito r  is  n o t responsible f o r  th e  op in ions o f  correspondents. S h o rt 

letters w il l  have  th e  preference. P ersona lities  m u s t  be avoided.

T H E  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  C O N G R E S S .
S ir,—M r. R o b so n 's  question , "  A re  a ll S p iritu a lis ts  n o t free  to  

do  good i f  th ey  can  ?”  ad m its  o f  a n  exp lic it rep ly . O f course  th ey  
are . B u t it  is  one th in g  to  do  good, a n d  q u ite  a n o th e r  th in g  to  call 
an  In te rn a tio n a l C ongress, because  i f  y o u  ca ll th a t  in  a  sectional 
w ay  o r  in  an  in ad eq u a te  w ay, y o u  m ay  easily  d o  h a rm . "  In te r 
national ” is a  la rge  order, an d  i t  sh ou ld  b e  g iven, a s  fa r  as  
possible, by  a  n a t io n ; an d  in  o rd e r to  do  th a t ,  an d  to  do  i t  w o rth ily , 
th e  people w ho a re  m ost experienced a n d  m ost cap ab le  sh ou ld  tak e  
th e  m a tte r  in  h an d . I t  is  a  very  serious m a tte r .—Y ours tru ly ,

-------------  A  F riend .

statements, but when her numerous friends and your readers, Mr. 
Editor, find much of the praise bestowed on the speaker omitted, 
and the falsehoods above noted repeated, several of them have 
expressed themselves warmly on the subject, and so frequently 
urged that a contradiction should be sent to your paper, that Mrs. 
Britten, in view of her continued and indefatigable efforts to 
promote her cause, and still more for the sake of her life-long 
motto, *' The Truth against the World," has consented to let me 
write and send you this refutation of the rude and unworthy false
hood stated in the Sentinel report and copied into your paper.— 
Yours faithfully, J. W. C ulpan.

9 , Belmont, Halifax, August 1 9 , 1 8 9 4 .
[We copied the statements from the Sentinel believing they were 

made in good faith, and are pleased to publish the above 
correction. "  The truth I  is all that we want to lay before our 
readers.]

DEAD 6 0 0  YEARS W ITHOUT KNOWING IT.
D ear S ir ,—It seems an incredibly long period of abnegation, 

but what a  fragment is 6 0 0 . or 6 ,0 0 0  years when brougnt into com
petition with the aeons of eternity, the life-long of any hitman soul ? 
We have heard of not a few who have passed the gate of death," 
and were for some time unconscious o f the change, and others who 
were bound to the earth for periods of longer or shorter duration 
for moral and spiritual purposes. I  find no more difficulty in 
believing this on reliable testimony than I do that I  am on a planet 
that is moving at the rate of 1 9  miles in one second of time. 
Neither comes before me as an experienced verity, but I  presume 
both are (to some people) capable o f  verification, so I yield an assent, 
without affirming either that I  believe or disbelieve. Looking back 
half a  century I  see so much that is now firmly believed that was 
then repudiated or viewed with incredulity that I  think it will be 
safe to reserve our judgment, for there are doubtless many other 
things waiting to be revealed. W hy should not the condition of 
several weeks’ human enhancement suggest the possibility of a far 
longer spirit entrancement, corresponding the day or week for the 
hundred or even thousand years ?

I t  appears to me all that is wanted is proof oil reliable testimony, 
and this may be forthcoming. I t  will be no more difficult of 
acceptance with some than is the fact of spirit control. W hat we 
know is little, the unknown is immense. B evan H arris.

MORE ABOUT T H E  H U L L  SEANCE.
P E  P L A T F O R M  P H E N O M E N A .

D ea r S ir ,—I  am  g lad  to  see  th a t  th is  im p o rta n t su b jec t is  
being  again  b ro u g h t fo rw ard  for d iscussion  in  y o u r co lum ns. I  say  
aga in , because I  w as so rry  to  see im p o rted  in to  a  recen t com m uni
cation  to  th e  colum ns o f y o u r ho n o u red  co n tem p o ra ry  L ig h t  upon  
th is  m atte r , an  assertion  a s  superfluous an d  u n ju s t a s  it  w as lack ing  
in g o o d  ta s te ,  t o  th e  effect th a t  L ig h t  is  th e  on ly  p u b lica tio n  in  th is  
co u n try  w hich  gives d u e  consid era tio n  to  th e  " p ro p r ie tie s"  o f  p la t
form  p ropagandism . I  w ill o n ly  say  th a t  i f  a n y  asp ersio n  o f th e  
ed ito ria l w ork o f th e  T w o  W o rld s in  th is  re sp ec t w as in tended , I  feel 
i t  to  b e  en tire ly  m isconceived an d  unm erited .

I  h av e  stru n g  to g e th e r a  few th o u g h ts  w h ich  y o u  m ay  deem  
w orthy  of insertion . T h e  a rtic le  is fu lle r th a n  a t  firs t in tended , b u t 
th e  im portance o f th e  sub jec t d em an d s so m ew h at com prehensive  
trea tm en t.—Y ours in  th e  C ause o f T ru th  a n d  P rogress,

Cardiff, August 20,1894. E . Adams.

T H E  N A T IO N A L  F E D E R A T IO N  O F  S P IR IT U A L IS T S .
S ir,—P lease  allow  m e to  ap p ea l to  sec re ta rie s  o f  a ll societies 

in  th e  N a tio n a l F ed e ra tio n  o f  S p iritu a lis ts  to  b rin g  befo re  th e ir  
vario u s com m ittees th e  reso lu tion  p assed  a t  Sow erby  B rid g e  C on
ference, v iz , "  th a t  in  o rd e r to  a id  th e  p ro p ag an d a  com m ittee  in  th e ir  
w ork  o f  sp read ing  th e  fac ts  a n d  p h ilo so p h y  o f S p iritu a lism , th e  
vario u s affiliated societies b e  req u ested  to  c o n tr ib u te  one pen n y  p e r 
m em ber to  th e  fund  fo r th a t  p u rp o se ."

T h e  w in te r season is  now  fas t ap p ro ach in g , an d  i t  is essen tia l 
th a t  th e  p ro p ag an d a  com m ittee  sh o u ld  h a v e  fu n d s w h erew ith  to  pu sh  
forw ard  th e  w ork. I f  societies w ould  accep t th is  in tim a tio n  i t  w ould  
save a  considerable sum  to  th e  fed era tio n  w h ich  w ould  o th e rw ise  
h av e  to  b e  sp en t in  appealing  to  sep a ra te  societies b y  post. I  w ould  
a lso  urge  a ll associa tes w ho a re  desirous o f he lp ing  fo rw ard  th e  
good  w ork to  fo rw ard  th e ir  d o nation  a s  ea rly  a s  possib le. T ru s tin g  
th a t  m y appeal m ay  m eet w ith  a  read y  response, believe m e, y o u rs  
fra te rn a lly , W . H a rriso n , G enera l S ecre tary .

37, N o rth -s tree t, B u rn ley , A ugust 20 ,1894 ,
P .S .— M rs. H y d e 's  ad d ress  is  95, E x e te r-s tree t, D evonsh ire-stree t,

A rdw ick, M an ch es te r, n o t a s  g iven  in  th e  recep t list.

R E  T H E  "  S T A F F O R D S H IR E  S E N T I N E L  ”  A N D  
M R S . B R IT T E N .

S ir,— I n  y o u r issue  o f  A ugust 5 th , a n d  in  a  b rie f  no tice  o f  M rs. 
B r it te n ’s lec tu res  a t  H an ley , condensed  from  th e  S en tin e l, you  
rep ea t, on  th e  a u th o r ity  o f th a t  p ap e r, th a t  M rs. B rit te n  is  78 y ea rs  
o f  age, an d  h a s  been  devo ted  to' th e  su b jec t o f  S p iritu a lism  . 63 
y ears . A s M rs. B rit te n  in  a n  in te rv iew  p ressed  upon  h e r  b y  a  
S e n tin e l re p o r te r  n ev e r m entioned  h e r  age  ; a s  th e  ag e  s ta te d  is som e 
fourteen  y e a rs  a t  leas t beyond  h e r  a c tu a l p re se n t age, a n d  63 y ea rs  
ag o , th e  tim e  assigned  fo r h e r  first in v estig a tio n s in  S p iritu a lism , 
sh e  w as th e n  in  a  n u rse ’s  a rm s, a  m ere  in fan t, sh e  co u ld  on ly  
acco u n t fo r su ch  offensive a n d  w holly  u n au th o rised  s ta tem en ts  b y  
supposing  th a t  th e ir  a u th o r  w ished  to  an n o y  o r  in su lt on e  w hom  
th e  aud iences a n d  ch a irm an  so  h ig h ly  com plim ented . O n  receiv ing  
th e  above  s ta tem en ts  in  th e  H a n le y  p ap er, M rs. B rit te n  in fo rm s 
m e, d ie  w ro te  to  th e  p a r ty  w ho engaged  h e r  a t  H an ley , 
req u estin g  th a t  th e  ab o v e  s ta tem en ts  sh o u ld  be  a t  o n ce  
co rrec ted  in  th e  Sentinel, a n d  th e  p a p e r in  w h ich  th e y  h a d  ap p eared  
sh ou ld  n o t b e  se n t ab o u t fo r  rep roduction . A s n e ith e r o f  th ese  
requests h av e  b een  a tte n d e d  to , M rs. B rit te n  n a tu ra lly  d raw s h e r  
pw n conclusions concern ing  th e  tru e  source  o f  th e  false an d  ab su rd

S ir ,—H av in g  read  W . S an d erso n 's  le tte r , I  should  like to 
en lig h ten  h im  o n  on e  fac t, i.e., "c o n d itio n s ."  I  attended  two 
seances, w here  M r. a n d  M rs. T in d a ll ad m itted  th a t  very  good con
d itio n s w ere  g iven, b u t  th e  re su lts , a s  fa r  a s  physical phenom ena 
w ere  concerned , w ere  nil. M r. T in d a ll sa id  a t  th e  seance for 
"  m em b ers on ly  "  th a t  th e re  w ould n o t b e  an y  physical m anifesta
tio n s befo re  h e  h a d  b een  in  th e  room  fo r five m inutes. I  believe 
th e  b lam e  lies w ith  M r. T in d all, n o t b e ing  wl^at J ie  represented 
h im self to  be , an d  n o t w ith  th e  s itte rs . F u rth e r , I  endorse all !(fr. 
W illiam s sa id  in  h is  le tte r , a n d  believe M r. T in d a ll only wanted.an 
ou ting , an d  w e in  H u ll h av e  he lp ed  to  g ive  h im  one. I  do not wish 
to  p ile  on  th e  agony, b u t  w ould  like to  know  from  M r. Sanderson 
if  h e  saw  a n y  p h y sica l m an ifesta tio n s w ith  M r. T indall, if so were 
th e y  genuine, o r  w as an y o n e  h e lp in g  h im  ? T h an k in g  you to insert 
th is , I  rem ain , A. B ird.

M R . A N D  M R S . T IN D A L L ’S  V IS IT  T O  G LA SG O W .
D e a r S ir ,— W ith  som e friends I  a tten d ed  a  p riv a te  sitting . W e got 

sea ted  ro u n d  a  sm all ta b le  an d  i t  began  to  m ove very  suddenly. Mr. 
T in d a ll s ta r te d  to  speak  to  h im self, com pla in ing  very  m uch  about 
th e  ro o m  n o t b e ing  d a rk , b u t a s  th e re  w ere  s tran g ers  p resent I 
th o u g h t i t  b e s t w e sh ou ld  s it in  sem i-darkness. H e  s ta rted  to  yell, 
a n d  w en t in to  a  tra n c e  an d  w as supposed  to  give an  address. 1 
h o p e  never to  h e a r  th e  like again  ! T h en  a  ch an g e  took place, this 
tim e  supposed  tc  b e  a  fire-eater, sa id  to  .give h im  s tren g th , an d  he 
b eg an  to  g ive  c la irv o y an t descrip tion , b u t none w ere recognised. In  
fact, th e  w hole  p roceed ings w ere d isgracefu l from  beginning to  end, 
to  say  th e  leas t. A ll p re se n t expressed  th e ir  d isappo in tm en t. F rom  
w h a t w e experienced  on th e  W ednesday  n ig h t I  w as a fra id  th e  sam e 
w ould  o ccu r on  th e  T h u rsd a y  an d  F rid ay , a n d  w as thankfu l when 
h e  m ere ly  read  a  p ap e r o n  "  T w en ty  y ears’ experience in 
o ccu lta tio n ."  A ll o f w h ich , how ever, was. ab o u t h im self, an d  can 
b e g o t  in  th e  v a rio u s p am p h le ts  h e  h a d  fo r sa le .( I t  seem ed to  be 
a ll "  m yself,"  a n d  a s  fo r h is  answ ers to  th e  questions, an y  m an w ho 
know s a  l i tt le  o f sp iritu a lism  cou ld  do  th e  sam e. You m ay think 
I  am  too  h a rd  o n  M r. T in d a ll, b u t I  only  speak a s  I  h av e  found 
h im . I f  S p ir itu a lis ts  d o n ’t expose th e  false o th e rs  w ill. L e t us 
h a v e  th e  t r u th  a t  an y  cost. A s fo r h is  being  a  '^developed 
m ed iu m ,"  I  h a v e b o th  seen  an d  h e a rd  m ore  th ro u g h  a  w orking m an 
w h o  does n o t p u t h im self fo rw ard  a s  a  p u b lic  m edium .—Y ours for 
tru th , J ohn B lack.

M R . T IN D A L L ’S  R E P L Y  T O  H IS  A C C U S E R S .
S ir ,— I h av e  on ly  ju s t  seen  th e  u n ju s t a tta c k  m ade upon me. I 

t ru s t  you  w ill allow  m e to  rep ly . I  ag reed  to  go to  H u ll to  give two 
addresses a n d  th re e  seances if  o u r b a re  ra ilw ay  fare, 30s., was paid. 
T h is  w as ag reed  to  b y  th e  sec re ta ry . I  gave tw o addresses, w hich 
g av e  sa tisfaction , b u t because  th e  seances w ere p a rtia l failures they  
refused  to  p ay  th e  w hole o f o u r  fare. T h is , to  say  th e  least, is no t 
h o n o u rab le , an d , to  m ake m a tte rs  w orse, th ey  m ake th is  cruel 
a tta c k  u p o n  m e. I  sa id  d is tinc tly  in  m y  c ircu la r , a  copy of w hich 
1 enclose, th a t  I  g u aran teed  no resu lts .

I  never m e t a  socie ty  o f people m ore un sp iritu a l. N o conditions 
w ere  afforded. A t th e  M onday seance th e  room  w as crow ded to 
suffocation . Y et th e  tab le  d id  rise  off th e  floor, b u t th ey  w ere not 
satisfied, b u t m u st h av e  th e  l ig h t, w hich , o f  course, destroyed  the 
little  po w er th e re  w as. O n  T u esd ay  th ey  le t in  a  v ast crow d a t is . 
a  h ead . Y et a  heavy  tab le  d id  rise  com pletely  o ff th e  floor, b u t no 
so o n er d id  m ovem ents begin  th a n  a  S ecu larist p resen t grasped 
a n o th e r  g en tlem an 's  h a n d  an d  accused  h im  o f  lifting  th e  table.



Immediately after that a man behind me suddenly turned the light 
full on. This would have thrown me into convulsions had I been 
under the influence which produces such phenomena as are recorded 
in "Astarte." But I had been warned. My spirit friends were 
indeed testing these people all the time, and did not mean to attempt 
such manifestations, knowing what was going to happen. The 
seance broke up in violent altercations.

On the next night it was therefore no wonder that nothing 
occurred. When going into trance I can often read the thoughts 
of the sitters, and the whole was a mass of suspicion, ridicule and 
dislike.

One instance will suffice. The President, supposed to be under 
influence, said, " We ought to get phenomena when we pay for it.” 
This needs no comment. T hey, however, did not pay for it. They 
had it all free, and they made us both so ill that we have been 
obliged to shorten our tour. We were successful at Edinburgh, 
where I met a different class of people altogether.

I need only refer to Mr. Sanderson’s letter in your last issue to 
prove this. I shall always remember the large and cordial meet
ings at Glasgow, and the kindness of Mr. Anderson and my 
chairmah, Mr. Birnie.

Mr. Williams, tells people to beware of me, who am a very old 
Spiritualist, and have fought many a hard fight for the Cause. 
Rather let him beware of those who, affording no right conditions, 
suppose they can purchase the gifts of God for money, and who, 
unspiritual themselves, look on the spirits as their servants.

Mr. Bland’s statement as to the Occult Society in your last 
issue is quite mistaken. It contains some occultists of no mean 
ability, and some whose names, if made public, might surprise him.

A. F. T indall, A.T.C.L.
[We give above Mr. Tindall's reply to his critics, Mr. Bird’s 

defence of the Hull "conditions," and Mr. Black's report from 
Glasgow, which by no means corresponds with Mr. Tindall’s 
account; other reports from Glasgow confirm Mr. Black's estimate 
of the proceedings. J. W. Stark, of Hull, sends us an account of 
the seance there, confirming the secretary’s report, but it is written 
on both sides of the paper, and we cannot use it. Mr. Stark also 
states that Mr. Tindall admitted beforehand that conditions were 
" good." It seems to us this unfortunate affair might well be 
allowed to rest here, unless Mr. Tindall desires to defend himself 
further in reply. Surely the lesson to be learnt is th is: Mediums 
should not puff themselves, and dark circles are an abomination, 
except under special conditions and among intimate and loving 
friends. |  We are requested to state that Mr. Tindall is not con
nected in a n y  w ay whatever with the Marylebone Association of 
Spiritualists, 8 6 , High-street.]

LIBERTY v. MEDICAL TYRANNY.
Dear S ir,—-In your issue of July 1 3 th you were good enough 

to publish an appeal on behalf of liberty in medical practice, also a 
copy of a. resolution, with a request that the secretaries of societies 
would place tne matter before the members for consideration. The- 
response to that appeal has not been at all satisfactory. I think the 
seriousness of the matter is not quite understood. I t concerns 
everybody, and is pregnant with grave consequences. A man 
should have a perfect liberty to choose whatever medical treatment 
he prefers, and not be bound to a faculty of Allopaths. Surely 
every Spiritualist loves liberty. I  will again say, should the amend
ment to the Medical Act proposed by the "M .D .’s ” become law, 
no person will be able to get professional herbal treatment, or 
medical treatment of any kind, except from an "  M.D." And if 
any person supplies, administers, or prescribes medicine he will be 
subject to a  fine of £20 or imprisonment. I cannot believe that 
Spiritualists are so apathetic as to allow such monstrous proposals 
to become law without opposing them, and I therefore make this 

earnest appeal to the secretaries of all Spiritualists societies, and ask 
them to submit ^he resolution printed below to their societies. 
There are 1 5 5  societies, and a resolution from each would represent 
the deliberately expressed opinions of some thousands of persons.— 
I am, yours truly, 1 " M edical B otanist."

Copy of proposed resolution: Will the secretary of every society 
copy out the following resolution, and submit it to the members, and, 
if agreed to, the president and secretary should sign it, and send 
it to Mr. D. Younger, 2 0 . New Oxford-street, London, W .C .: "T hat 
this meeting‘of. the (insert name of society here) emphatically pro
tests against the amendment to the Medical Act, proposed by the 
London and County Medical Protection Society, and believes it 
would bring an invidious encroachment of monopolies, and a serious 
interference with the liberties of the people."

A CRITIC’S COMPLAINT.
D5 4 R SiRt—1 thoroughly agree with Messrs. Bowman's and 

Hewes's letters in your last two issues. If Chedor Loamer’s story, 
that of Ben's Hollow, and other similar ones, be true, I  think that it 
conclusively proves that there is either no God, a weak one, or one who 
is apathetic, caring but little for anything save His own honour and 
glory. Also that any love shewn to the unfortunate ones comes 
from good people or spirits only. My position is that of a scientific 
sp ir itis t , not of the religious sp ir itu a lis t. In fact, I may be said to be 
midway between the atheist and sp ir itu a lis t, and I believe that the 
spiritist has the best of the argument against either the materialist 
or spiritualist, for he can prove, when conditions are favourable, the 
fact of immortality and the return of our loved ones, and the 
materialist cannot disprove his assertions, ridicule being no argum ent. 
On the other hand the spiritist can challenge the spiritualist, or any 
other religionist, to tro v e  anything at all about G od's goodness. It 
does seem so absura to hear religionists prating about divine love 
in face of the misery of this and tne other world, too, and I consider 
God anything but good for allowing, as Spiritualists state, people 
to be tormented by their own desires and passions without their 
being gratified. Who but God himself created the poor dark 
ones with such wishes ? Besides, with Mill, I consider nothing 
wicked that is merely a personal matter, i.e ., which has to do with 
ourselves alone; and if it were, God would have more pity than to

allow us to have such sore temptations: I have long since found 
out, however, that it is vain to expect pity from Him. “ If God 
can do all that He wills. He wills misery, and there is no escape 
from the admission," says Mill, and I thoroughly agree with him.

I also think Spiritualists a trifle dogmatic about the non-exist
ence of spirits other than the human kind : such men are just as 
unreasonable as the materialists are about occultism altogether, and 
should read Night Side of Nature, Art Magic, and Ghostland— 
three excellent works.

In conclusion, I should be much obliged if you would kindly 
publish this letter, and by so doing you will show at least, tha t 
Spiritua lists are not a fra id  o f  p r in tin g  adverse criticism .—l remain, yours 
truly,- G. W. Blythe.

2 8 , Tredegar-rd., Bow, London, E.—August 1 9 , 1 8 9 4 .

LONDON NEWS AND NOTES.
Cavendish Rooms Fond.—The committee desire those mem

bers and friends who have not sent in their collecting cards and 
donations to kindly do so by 3 0 th of August.—Alfred J.Sutton, hon. 
treasurer, 1 2 , Upper Wobinn-place, W.C.

F in s b u r y  P a rk .— 1 2 : Open-air work. Messrs. Brooks and 
W. Wallace addressed a good audience, chiefly on healing. Ques
tions were answered and much literature distributed.

F o r e s t  H i l l . 2 3 , Devonshire Road.—Thursday evening, 
Aug. 1 6 , will long be remembered by the members and friends 
here. The seance was taken by Mrs. V. Bliss. We cannot speak 
too highly of this lady's wonderful gifts of clairvoyance (would that 
other mediums would come forward and help us occasionally on 
Thursday evenings). There was a good attendance. Many 
strangers present, all descriptions and conditions of spirit friends 
being recognised except two. A beautiful invocation was given by 
the medium’s control before giving descriptions. Sunday: Mr. 
Dale gave a somewhat rambling but very earnest and instructive 
address; very much enjoyed.—J. B.

255, K e n t is h  T o w n -roa d .— - The meetings that have been 
carried on here the past fifteen years are now being brought to a 
close. Mr. Warren intended Mr. W. Wallace's circle to find the 
devil, but he has not done so to this day. 1 2 : Mr. Brooks in the 
chair. The inspirers of Mr. W. Wallace answered questions upon 
Spiritualism and the future state most satisfaetprily, and the graphic 
description of the six spheres or zones (hells and heavens ?) was 
most interesting. Mrs. Wiseman gave magnetic healing.

M r s . C l a r k e ' s , 1 0 2 , Camberwell Road.—August 1 5  : Impres
sive religious discourse by control of Mr. Hoare. 1 9 : Service 
conducted by Mr. Bradley, Leytonstone. Afterwards, corrfmunica
tions from controls of Mr. Lemming.—A. J.

M a r y l e b o n e  S p ir it u a l  H a l l . 8 6 , High Street, W.—A very 
good meeting. Mr. T. Everitt related some personal instances of 
remarkable phenomena that have occurred during his lo n g  con
nection with Spiritualism, relating chiefly to direct writing. V Very 
interesting. Miss McCreadie's guide " Sunshine" followed with 
very successful clairvoyance, six descriptions out of seven being 
recognised. Next Sunday, at 7  p.m., Mr. W. T. Cooper, " Is 
Spiritualism consistent with the teachings of the Bible." In con
sequence of the resignation of Mr. H. Rumford, as secretary of the 
above association, all communications in future must be sent 
to Mr. Leigh Hunt, at 8 2 , East Street, Marylebone Road, 
London, W.—L. H.

P a d d in g t o n . 227, Shirland Road.—Mrs. Treadwell's guides 
gave a beautiful address here on " The necessity for true spiritual 
marriage as one of the means whereby the forthcoming generations 
may be of a high spiritual nature." A plain and straightforward 
address. Miss Maynard also spoke under influence of a high 
character, and gave great promise for the Provident Society. Next 
Saturday, at eight o'clock, we commence a series of short addresses 
on " The Use and Care of the Human Body."—T. C. W.

Peckham. Chepstow Hall.—Evening, Mr. Audy, pn " The 
Philosophy of Spiritualism," introduced the Spiritualism of the 
Bible, and related incidents of personal experience. Tuesday, Mrs. 
Spring held a  large open circle; conditions were unfavourable, and 
littleresulted. Several strangers made themselves objectionable by 
endeavouring to take the management of the circle out of the hands 
of the officers. One woman offended very much in this respect. It 
is necessary to state this publicly, to stop these s6 rt of people, who 
are really an intolerable nuisance. We do not object to people 
thinking t)hey are indispensable to the success of the medium, but 
when they come to a society to which they do not belong it is 
desirable they should be in evidence as little as possible. Next 
Sunday, Mr. Edwards on " Theosophy v. Spiritualism." Tuesday, 
at 8 .3 0 , open circle. Miss L. Gambrill, medium, and magnetic 
healing by Mr. Edwards.—W. H. E.

Stratford.—Owing to illness Mr. Veitch was unable to be 
with us, but we had a very interesting meeting. Mr. Allen, Dr. 
Reynolds, and our friend Mr. — Landridge all gave us something 
to think about. We are looking forward to Mr. Landridge taking 
our platform soon.—Thus. McCallum.

Surrey. Masonic Hall, 1 , Camberwell New Road.—One 
hundred and thirty present, the majority being strangers. Mr. 
Long briefly explained that we form a circle of our members, 
because knowing the possibility of inspiration we, by that forma
tion, give the best possible conditions for the manifestation of spirit 
power. Miss May Mackay recited " The Voiceless Chimes " most 
effectively. Prayer followed, and after a short silence " J. Wilson," 
one of Mr. Long's guides, gave an address full of real spirituality. 
As a Baptist preacher in earth life he had taught many things that 
he now knew to be untrue, and desired to somewhat atone by testi
fying to the truth. He declared that man was immortal by virtue 
of his origin from God. That death is the avenue to life, where, 
from the material body the soul's possibilities are unbounded. The 
visions, etc., seen by persons when passing away, were explained 
by the fact that, as the natural senses grow dull the spiritual senses 
in many cases become active, hence friends hear the departing one



speak of matters unseen by them, and erroneously attribute this I 
spiritual awakening to failing intellect. The fact that the spiritual I 
powers, dormant in man through ages of disuse, may by cultivation I 
be evolved, and by their aid the facts of eternity be assured, was I 
cl earl v set forth.—Charles M. Payne, hon. secretary.

M AN CH ESTER  AND SALFORD.

Ardwick. Tipping Street.—Afternoon: A conversational I 
meeting upon various subjects with Mr. Johnson. W e were not I 
short of matter. Evening: Very good meeting, both in numbers I 
and entertainment, as Mr. Johnson answered several questions from 
the audience in his usual open manner, and seemed to give great I 
satisfaction, as he was often applauded.—W . H., cor. sec.

Collyhurst-road. Psychological Hall.—Will speakers with I 
vacant dates for 1 8 9 5  send list and terms to J. Barraus, 1 7 , Cleeny- 
street, Cheetham, Manchester, a t once.

Collyhurst.— 1 3 : A successful public circle with Mr. B. Plant. | 
Attendance good. 1 9 th ; Powerful discourses by. Mrs. Stansfield's 
guides and good clairvoyance. She thanked the audience for the I 
harmonious feelings provided, which she felt were greatly aided by I 
the services of the choir, and hoped to see more attention paid to I 
this part of the service by societies generally. Friends please note I 
we have secured the services of Mr. J . C. Macdonald, of Patricroft. 
for a  week's mission, commencing Aug. 2 6 . As this is essentially I 
a  missionary effort, intended to arouse the interest of the outside I 
public, we hope Spiritualists will by their presence and influence 
render this effort a  decided success. Sunday services a t 2 - 4 3  and 
6 -3 0 ; week nights at 8  p.m. Clairvoyant delineations, also songs. 1 
choruses, etc., by the choir. Chairmen :—2 6 , Mr. T. Lawrence : I 
2 7 , Mr. F . Tomlinson : 2 8 , Mr. G. H ill: 2 9 , Councillor Boyes (of I 
Pendleton), 3 0 . Mr. R. F itto n : 3 1 , Mr. T . Simkin. Lyceum 1 
attendance moderate, Mr. Taylor conductor, usual programme. 
Mr. Lawrence presided over the discussion class. “ The Natural 
State of Man ” was considered: continued next Sunday. W e I 
specially appeal to parents and friends to meet with us in our | 
discussion class on Sunday. September 2 n d ; subject, ** O ur I 
Lyceums and the duties thev involve,” opened by Mr. Haggitt at 
1 1 .—E. W.

H u l m e .—Thursday, public circle, conducted b y  M r. Bradshaw, 
Miss Smith gave clairvoyance, and Mr. Connelly gave psychometry 
to the satisfaction of all. Sunday, public circle, conducted by M r. 
Lamb. Miss Smith and Mr. Sargent gave clairvoyance, and Mr. 
Connelly gave psychometry. A large circle seemed to  enjoy the 
evening. Monday, Mrs. Hulme gave clairvoyance and psychometry j 
to  a  large audience. Lyceum opened by Miss Howard. Usual 
proceedings Recitation by Emma Orme. F air attendance. I  
have not seen as many fresh faces as 1 should like. Friends, visit 
our Lyceum and bring your neighbours and children with you. W e 
have had a  good many new members last year, and 1  should like to 
get as m an y  again in another twelve months.—G. O.

Opesshaw . Granville Hall.—M orning: Opened by Mr. Daffy. 
Mrs. Harrison gave a  short address and good physchometrv and 
clairvoyance. Evening: Mrs. Harrison’s guides spoke earnestly on 
•• Where are the dead.” Good psychometry and clairvoyance. 
Large after-circle, opened by Mrs. Howard, who gave excellent 
clairvoyance. One case was particularly striking and a t once 
recognised by a  young person, who burst out crying and exclaiming 
that it was her mother.—T. H . L ., corresponding secretary.

P atricroft. New Lane, Win ton.—Mr. J . C. Macdonald’s I 
controls lectured on “ Spiritualism in the home the true a ltar o f I 
God,” and answered questions from the audience. Mr. Macdonald 
seemed in good form and was well appreciated. Clairvoyance a t 
the dose  of lectures.—R. P.

P e n d l e t o n . Cobden Street.—Mrs. W allis in the afternoon I 
on a  subject rhnq»n for her, viz., “  Spiritualism in the home the  I 
true a ltar of God.” was very interesting. Evening : Nine subjects 
from the audience were dealt with in a  masterly style. Mrs. W allis I 
also named a  baby (girl), and gave i t  a  spirit name, ” Ruby,” also I 
some very.good, sound advice to  parents. Some very d e a r  clair- 
voyant descriptions Next Sunday, our Anniversary and Flower 
Servic e ; speaker, Mrs. Britten.

W e s t  G o rto n . 2, Peter Street. Clowes Street.—August 1 5  : 
Opened by Mr. Todkill. Psychometry and clairvoyance by Mrs. I 
Hammond and Miss E. Walker. Apleasant time. 1 9 : Invocation I 
by Mr. Laddiard, and good clairvoyance. Closed by Mr. Todkill.

S a l fo r d .—Mr. Kaye's guides gave a  very interesting and in- I 
s t r u c tu r e  lecture 0 0  “  Force.” Followed by an  excellent d rd e .  
F air audience. Good collection.—R . P ry cb .

P L A T F O R M  R E C O R D .
. Accrington. 2 6 , China-street.—-Mrs. H yde's guides spoke I 

well on “ T hat which you sow that also shall ye reap,” and *' W hat I 
do the Spiritualists teach ?” Clairvoyance very good. September 
2 and 3. harvest festival; 4 th , fru it banquet. All gifts will be I 
thankfully received.

Accrington. W halley Road.—1 3 : Mr. Lomax related h is I 
experience in Spiritualism ; much enjoyed; Mr. Manning ably I 
presided. W ednesday, 1 5 : Public circle of 9 0 , Mr. E . Leaver’s  I 
guides gave wonderful clairvoyance and psychometrical delinea- I 
tions. 1 9 t h : Mrs. Russell's guides gave good addresses cm ** Spirit I 
occupations "  and “ Spiritualism, what it teaches.” Clairvoyant 
delineations nearly all acknowledged. Mr. Holmes and Mr. 
Wilkinson ably presided, and both spoke well of the cause. Re
member agegil cm the 2 5 th . R ally round, friends, and give the 
Building Fund a  lift.—J. BE sec.

Accrington. St. Jam es Street.—The controls of Mrs. Bury 
gave remarkable discourses, followed by good clairvoyance, to  very 
good audiences.—A. S . B.

Armjley.—Lyceum.—Recitations by Minitu E thel Dodgson 
and J. S pal ton. Very satisfactory marching.

Ashton.—The controls of Mrs. Rennie gave a  good address on 
** O grave where is thy victory, O death where is thy sting,” 
followed by good clairvoyance.—-j ames H. Mortin.

Bedlixgton (Northumberland).—12: Mrs. Yeeles, of North 
Shields, gave a  brilliant and successful clairvoyant seance to a  large 
and appreciative circle, fully 6 0  descriptions given, with two or 
three exceptions, were recognised-—P. H.

Birmingham. Masonic Hall, New Street.—Notwithstanding 
the holidays for the past three weeks, our audiences have been full 
to overflowing. August 5  : Mrs. Groom gave good addresses and 
clairvoyance. 1 2 : Mrs. Wallis on "H a s  man a  freew ill?" and 
"  W hat do we know of the Spirit World ?” dealt with both in a 
clear, definite, and eloquent manner. 1 9  : Mrs. Brian Hodgson on 
"  The Consolations of Spiritualism ” and " Spiritualism and Faith.” 
dealt with historical Chiistianity, tracing the element of faith, and 
comparing it with facts of Spiritualism. In addition to platform 
work, Mrs. Hodgson accomplishes a  vast amount of work as hon. 
sec. to our information section, literature department, and inquirers* 
seances, and is one of the most energetic of our executive.—A. J. S.

B i r m i n g h a m . Smethwick, 4 3 . Hume-street.—Aug. 5 : Our 
esteemed friend ana co-worker, Mr. Hodgson, gave an address, 
"Spiritualism and the New Testam ent," listened to attentively by 
a  small though sympathetic audience. 1 2 : Mr. Galloway spoke 
upon the "  E thics of Spiritualism.” 1 9  : Our old friend Mr." Knibb, 
of Birmingham, spoke on " Take notice of things we hear, lest they 
slip,” which were all listened to attentively and appreciated by the 
audience.—Apollo.

B lackpool. Liberal Club, Church-street.—Mr. G. H. Edwards 
gave two splendid addresses on “ The age we live in ” and " Two 
W orlds,” each address being followed by very good clairvoyance 
by Miss Whiteley (aged 1 2 ) names being given in a  many instances.

B o l t o n . Bradford-street.—Mrs. Horrocks’ guides discoursed 
very ably on " Honoured they who firmly stand,” and “ ’Twill not 
be long our journey here.” Clairvoyance and psychometry most 
excellent.—W . H.

B radford. 4 2 1 , Manchester Road.—Afternoon: The service 
of song, "  Mother’s Last W ords," was sung by the choir and 
listened to with interest by a  crowded audience. Evening : Mrs. 
W inder spoke admirably on "  W hat is prayer ? ” Miss Marsden 
gave excellent clairvoyance.—J. A.

B r i s t o l .  Coffee Palace, Lower Ashley Road.—Wednesday, 
at 8 , Mr. T. Dabbs, of Manchester, after opening with a  beautiful 
prayer, related his experiences, which were much enjoyed. He 
pointed out those who would develop as mediums. W e are 
thankful for his kind words and fatherly counsel. Mr. Hooper was 
controlled by one of the poor men who lost his life in the late 
colliery explosion in South Wales. H e gave his name as Nathaniel 
Morgan, and sang an old W elsh hymn, in pore Welsh, to the tune 
of “ Evan," which is a  popular tune in Wales. Here I pen you the 
first line in the vernacular, " Am Iesu Grist, an farwol ohvr,” etc.,
" Of Jesus Christ, and H is death wound," etc. W hat a  grand proof 
of spirit return.—J. P. D.

B urnley . Guy-street.—Mrs. Griffen gave an excellent
discourse on "  Spirit power.” Clairvoyance afternoon and evening. 
Every one recognised in the afternoon.

B urnley . Hull-street.—A good day  with Miss Skipper, of 
Burnley, subject," Hum an Nature,” and “ E arth  and its Mysteries.” 
Successful clairvoyant delineations.

B urnley . 102, Padiham Road.—Our anniversary passed off 
nicely. The guides of local mediums gave ns short addresses, also 
several good tests and clairvoyant descriptions easily recognised. 
Many strangers present.

B urnley . Robinson-street.—Mr. Featherstone's guides gave 
addresses on “ Spiritualism, its  social worth,” and, ” Among the 
creeds or the struggle for tru th ,” both quite up to their usual 
high standard, and listened to by large appreciative audiences. We 
have received 1 4  days' notice to quit to make way for a  club. Our 
friends intend making a  strong effort to found a  place of their own, 
and will hold a  tea meeting a t 4 - 3 0  in the hall on Saturday next to 
commence a  Building Fond. All sympathisers heartily welcome. 
Any offers of assistance from distant friends may be sent to the 
corresponding secretary, W . Harrison, 3 7 , North-street, Burnley.— 
P.S. Shall try  to obtain some place to carry on the services for the 
present. Sunday next, "  Madame Henry.”

B u r y .—First flower service a  grand success. Evening: A 
service of song passed off very well, having the aid of friends from 
snrrofinding districts, Miss . Bailey giving clairvoyance at eaidi 
service.—B. S.

C a r d if f .—Service conducted by Mr. J. R. Gandy, who read 
an able address. The after-seance was very kindly taken by Mr. 
F . T . Hod son (late of Newport, Mon.), who gave a  good number of 
very successful clairvoyant and psychometric descriptions. Mr. 
Hodson is temporarily located here, and we trust 13*‘have the 
pleasure of further demonstrations from him. H is gifts in these 
directions are exceedingly well developed, and m a in ta in in g  his con
sistently rigid determination to  confine descriptions to  what is 
a c tu a lly  seen and can be clearly given, he should reach a  front 
position and his sendees be constantly in requisition.—E. A.

D e w sb u r y .—August 1 6 : Bro. F . Wood gave an address and 
good clairvoyant tests. 1 9 : Mrs. W ilkinson's guides spoke power
fully on " T he Revelations of God in N ature ” and "  Spiritua lism , 
the need of the day.” Psychometry very good.—J. Smithson.

G lasgow.— 1 2 : 1 1 -3 0 , Mr. Bim ie read an article on "T h e  
N ature of the  Universal Church.” Mr. Tyrell, president of the 
Blackburn Society, made a  few remarks on Spiritualism, Clair
voyant descriptions were given by a  lady friend from Blackburn; 
three were recognised. Several tests of identity were given by Miss 
Bullen, of Blackburn. A very pleasant morning. 6 -3 0 : Our 
Blackburn friends again obliged us. Mr. Tyrell gave an instructive 
address on I  Mesmerism,” showing its relation to Spiritualism, and 
the benefits to  be derived from its practical use in healing. Clair
voyant descriptions were given, but these were not at the time 
recognised. Miss Bullen gave a  considerable number of good tests 
of sp r i t  identity. This being the first time the ladies have been



before the public, and taking the results into consideration, the 1 
Glasgow Society consider them excellent mediums, and take this I 
opportunity of thanking them publicly for their kind services, and I 
wish them God-speed in their noble work.—Thos. Watt, hon. sec.

H bywood.—Our friend Miss Thwaites spoke, with good 
success. Saturday next, ramble through the woods, weather per
mitting.

H ig h  S h i e l d s , i . South Eldon Street.— 1 5 : Mr. Wilkinson 
gave an address on " Character," and two readings. 1 9 : Mr. 
Davidson gave a  reading on “ Mediumship,” and spoke on “ The 
Revelation of Spiritualism,” in good style to an intelligent com
pany.—W. R. H.

H ollinwood.—Our old friend Mrs. Rennie on Tuesday con
ducted the circle. Most wonderful clairvoyance: all recognised.
On Sunday Mr. Leaver was with us. I am sure all were very 
pleased to hear him lecture on “ The Home Over There.’ ’ He is a 
very good medium, and other societies would do well to engage 
him. Clairvoyance good : all recognised.

H ull.—Mr. ‘Williams read report of trance address through 
Mr. J. Colville, Boston, on “ The Great Need of More Spirituality, 
among Spiritualists.” Next Sunday, at 2 - 2 0  arid 6 - 3 0  p.m., Mr. J. 
Parker, Bradford, will deliver addresses.—W. D. Williams, sec.

H yde.—We desire to express our appreciation of the services 
on July 2 9  of Mr. J. B. Tetlow; Aug. 5  and 6 , Mr. Lomax; 1 2 , Mr.
J. W. Sutcliffe; 1 4 , Mrs. J. A. Stansfield; 1 9 , Mrs. Summersgill. 
All the services were well attended.

J a g g e r  G r e e n .—A very good and instructive time with the 
guides of Mr. F. Wood, of Batley. He is an exceedingly good 
medium, and ought to be kept going. Next Sunday, Mr. G. Smith.

L e i c e s t e r  L ib e r a l  C l u b .—Mr. Will Huish delivered a trance 
address. Being his first public appearance, there was a large con-1 
gregation. The guides, on “ The fool hath said in his heart there 
is no God,” were very successful and much applauded. Sunday, 
Sept, i, Mr. Leeder, of Nottingham.

L e i c e s t e r . Craiton-street.—Evening, the guides of our blind 
friend Mr. Muggleton gave a very interesting discourse on “ The 
handwriting on the wall." Much enjoyed. After meeting, Mr. 
Muggleton gave excellent psychometry.—N. C.

L eig h .—-A happy day with Mr. Lomax, of Darwen. Afternoon, 
a good circle, much enjoyed. Evening, “ Modern Spiritualism the 
need of the age.” Dealt with in a  masterly manner to the satisfac
tion of all. W e hope to hear him again soon.—S. D.

M a c c l e s f ie l d .— 5 :  Mrs. Rushton, on “  The Ascent of Man "  
gave much pleasure and satisfaction. 1 2 : Anniversary services. 
The room presented a cheerful appearance, having been thoroughly 
cleaned and decorated with flowers by a few willing members. 
Mrs. Stansfield spoke on |  Harvest of thought ” and “ Belshazzar's 
feast.” Both addresses thoroughly enjoyed. Her clairvoyance was 
remarkably successful. A full string band led the singing and 
played selections.. Anthems were rendered by the choir. Vocal 
solo by Mr. T.‘ Potts ; "violin solos by Messrs. Abrahams and 
Rowley'; and comet solo by Mr. Shaw. In  the evening the hall 
was packed, likewise on Monday, when Mrs. Stansfield spoke on 
“ Biblical Spiritualism,” and gave successful psychometry. Miss 
Janet Bailey described spirit surroundings, which were in most 
cases remarkably accurate. The services, as to numbers, and also 
financially, must be taken as the best we have yet held. Speakers 
kindly note that Mr. H. Taylor, of Pickford-street, Macclesfield, is 
now secretary.

M acclesfield.—A good day with Mrs. Groom. " Has Man 
Fallen ? ” and “ Life and Progress ” were treated in a  splendid 
manner, and were highly appreciated. Very successful clairvoy
ance. Very good audience.—Mr. Herbert Taylor, hon. sec., Pick
ford-street.

N elson . Bradley Fold.—A good day with Mrs. Best, who 
gave good clairvoyance to good audiences.—D. H. B.

N ewport (Mon.)—An address by Mr. Wayland’s guides on 
"  Spiritualism the Gospel of Peace.”—P. B. W,

N ormanton.—The guides of Mrs. Stretton gave very good 
addresses on “ The Teachings of Jesus” and “ Nature, and 
Nature’s God.” Clairvoyance at each service good.—E. B.

Northampton.—The controls of Mrs. Walker gave very good 
addresses to fair audiences.

N ottingham . Masonic Hall.—Morning; A time of spiritual 
refreshing. Mr. E. W. Wallis delivered a  valuable discourse upon 
the “ Human needs supplied by Spiritualism,” containing much 
pith and embellished by choice language. Evening; 1 4  out of 2 0  

sensible questions were answered in such a  manner as to evidence 
the beauty of the " Spiritual Philosophy,” and caused one to wish 
there were more "  mediums” of the same stamp.—T. S.

Oldham. Bartham Place.—Thursday's circle: Miss Barlow, 
of Rochdale, was greatly appreciated. All clairvoyance recognised. 
Mrs. Roscoe, of Oldham, gave a few very good descriptions. She 
kindly gave her services. It is a pity more of our home mediums 
are not willing to give their services to spread the truth. There are 
so many enquirers. 19 : Mr. Manning, of Rochdale, gave good 
addresses, also clairvoyant descriptions, mostly recognised. Well 
attended Lyceum: Invocation, Mrs. J. A. Stansfield. Choir, reci
tations, etc., conducted by Mr. Standish. Senior group: Mr. 
Savage gave an interesting reading, “ Religious Reformers,” Martin 
Luther. Recitation, Master Shaw.

R ochd a le . Baillie Street.—A good day with the local mediums. 
Mrs. R. W. Tillison gave a very sympathetic address on “ Forth
with.” Madam George gave good psychometry ; the following 
mediums also taking part—Mr. L. Thompson, Mr. D. Thompson, 
Mr. J. Crossley, Mrs. Melling, and Mrs. Schofield.

R ochdale . Penn Street.—An enjoyable time' with local 
mediums. Miss E. Schofield's controls gave a good address, 
followed by clairvoyance. At night Mr. G. Whittaker gave a short, 
earnest discourse on " Let your fight 90 shine before men," urging 
young mediums to keep their fight dear and bright; very good 
advice. I f  our young sensitives would give way to the controlling 
influence we should have a  much higher standard of thought and 
eloquence through them.—S. H.

Rochdale. Water Street.—1 4 th: A nice meeting, conducted 
by Mrs. Goodhew and Mrs. Fielding. 1 9 th: Mrs. Lamb gave 
splendid addresses, also very good clairvoyance.

Royton.—A good day. Mr. Plant discoursed ably on “ The
coming Man in Science and Religion” and "The judgment and 
Verdict of Spiritualism, Past and Present." Satisfactory clair
voyance. Mr. Birch, of Royton, gave a few clairvoyant descrip
tions, fully recognised,

Sowerly Bridge.—A good audience assembled to hear Miss 
Cotterill's very able address on “ The Unknown God," to the 
evident delight of the audience. Good psychometry.—G. H.

Stalybridge.—Afternoon: Good address and clairvoyance by 
Madame Henry, also clairvoyance by Miss Walker, of Openshaw: 
Evening; Address by Madame Henry on "There is no death.” 
Clairvoyance by Madame Henry and Miss Walker.

Stockport.—With fervent earnestness Mrs. Johnstone spoke 
of the Father’s boundless love, and the rank blasphemy taught in 

1 His name by creedal systems. N ight: 5 5 0  people were present, and 
platform well filled with visiting friends. Mrs. Johnstone spoke of 
the failures and fallacies of the dominant religion. Mrs. ahd Miss 
Barlow sang duets. A quartette had been arranged, but the great 
meeting catching the familiar airs took the matter into its own 
hands, and sent forth an inspiring volume of harmonious sound. 
Miss Barlow gave a number of startling clairvoyant descriptions, 
and Mrs. Johnstone was good as usual in same line.—Tv E.

Todmorden. Sobriety Hall.—1 9 t h : We commenced public 
services, having Mrs. Hunt, of Bradford, as medium. Her con
trol spoke on “ Sow in the morn thy seed," and “ What has 
Spiritualism done for humanity ?" Successful clairvoyance. The 
ante-room in the afternoon was packed, and a good congregation 
in the hall in the evening. Fortunately we had a good harmonium 
player in Bro. Ashworth.—Thomas R. Johnston, 3 5 8 , Burnley-road.

Wakefield. Barstow Square.—Mrs. Mercer being unwell 
Mr. Foote'(a native of Jamaica, who, we are proud to say, has 
developed in our society) gave very able and instructive addresses 
on “ The rational teaching of Spiritualism." Mr. Thomas, another 
developing member, gave successful clairvoyance and psychometry, 
as also did Mr. Foote. Miss Wrighton, of Bradford, favoured us 
with a pleasing solo, accompanied by Mr. H. Shaw. Good 
audiences.—G. Marriott.

LIST OF SPEAKERS FOR SEPTEMBER, 1 8 9 4 .
Bacup.—2, Lyceum Flower Service; 9, Mrs. Hyde; 16, Mr.

Tetlow; 2 3 , Mr. Johnston; 3 0 , Mrs. Venables.
B lackburn.—2 , Harvest Festival, Mrs. E. H. Britten; 9 , Mr. 

j .  Swindlehurst and Miss L. Pickup; 1 6 , Mrs. Stair; 2 3 , 
Mrs. Craven; 2 0 , Mr. E. W. Wallis.

B lackpool. Church-street.—2 , Mr. J. Armitage; g, Mrs. 
Midgeley; 1 6 , Mrs. J. A. Stansfield; 2 3 , Mr. G. F. Manning; 
3 0 , Mr. Postlethwaite.

Bolton.—2 , Mr. Rooke; 9 , Mr. Sutcliffe; 1 6 , Miss Jones ; 2 3 , 
Mr. Gibson: 3 0 , Mrs. Brooks.

B radford. Walton-street.—2 , Mr. Hilton; 9 , Miss Patefield;
1 6 , Open; 2 3 , Mr. Rowling; 3 0 , Local.

B urnley. Hammerton-street. 2, Mr. Tetlow; 9. Mrs. Craven;
1 6 , Miss Venables; 23, Open; 3 0 , Mrs. M. H. Wallis.

Colne.—2, Mrs. Harrison ; 9, Mr. P. Lee; 1 6 , Mr. F. Hepworth;
2 3 , Mrs. Bailey; 3 0 , Mr. H. Johnson.

D arwen.—2 , Mrs. Brooks; 9 , Mr. H. Johnson; 1 6 , open; 2 3 , Mr.
E. A. Verity; 3 0 , Mr. J. J. Morse.

F elling.—2 , Mr. Wilkinson; 9 , Mr. Scott; 3 0 , Mr. Beck. 
Gateshead.—2 , Mr. J. E. Wright; 9 , Mr. J. Wilson; 1 6 , Mr. J.

H all; 2 3 , Mr. Stevenson ; 3 0 , Mr. Henry.
H uddersfield. Brook-street.—2 , Mrs. Craven ; 9 , Mrs. France ;

1 6 , Mr. Johnson; 2 3 , Mrs. Gregg; 3 0 , Mr. Macdonald.
H yde.—2, Mr. Hepry Ormerod; 9 , Mrs. Brooks; 1 6 , open; 2 3 , 

Mr. Mayoh (anniversary); 3 0 , Madame Henry.

P R O S P E C T I V E  A R R A N G E M E N T S .
Accrington. Spiritual Tabernacle, Whalley Road.—A 

great propaganda meeting on Saturday, September 1 . at 7 -3 0 , under 
the auspices of the National Federation of Spiritualists. The 
following well-known speakers will be present:—Mrs. Craven, 
Leeds, Messrs. Hepworth, Leeds. Swindlehurst, Preston, Johnstone. 
Hyde, Rooke, Levenshulme, J. Gibson, Pendleton, and A. Kitson, 
Dewsbury. All inquirers are urgently requested to attend. Col
lections on behalf of the propaganda fund of the Federation.

A r m ley  Lyceum will give a  tea at 4-30 and entertainment on 
September 1 5  to help to get new “ manuals.”

Accrington.^  Whalley. Road -Tabernacle.—A grand social 
evening (Saturday. August 2 5 ). Songs and recitations.' Refresh
ments provided. Tickets 6 d. Rally round, friends, and help the 
building fund. September 1 , a propaganda meeting of the National 
Federation, when a  host of the most able speakers are expected. A 
real red-letter day for the cause. All welcome.

Bolton. Spiritual Hall, Bradford-street.—Trust Fund service 
on Sunday, August 2 6 . Speaker, R. A. Brown, of Manchester; 
Mrs. Maclver, clairvoyant.

B radford, 1 5 , Quaker Lane.—Every Sunday at 2 - 3 0  and 
6 -3 0 , public meetings. All welcome.—P. S.

B ristol. Borderland Circle.—Spiritualists in Bristol and 
Somerset, who would like to hear a public lecture in Bristol, please 
communicate with the Secretary, Phoenix Coffee Palace, Ashley 
Road, Bristol.—A. L.

B urnley. Hammerton-street.—2 6 : Mr. E .W. Wallis, "T he 
dual aspects of Spiritualism,” and questions from the audience.

C amp Meetings at Howley Hills, Batley, Sunday, August 2 6 , 
at 2-30 and 6  p.m. Speakers;—Messrs. Armitage, Pawson and 
Stansfield, also Mrs. Stansfield, of Batley and Batley Carr, 
Messrs. Foulds and Gill, of Bradford, and other friends. Mr. 
J. Whitehead, president of the Yorkshire Union, will preside. A 
string band will accompany the singing. - Tea provided by Batley 
friends in the large tea shed at 6 d, children under 1 4  at 4 <L There



is plenty of good covering for meetings if the w eather should prove 
rather erratic. Collections at each meeting.

Darwen.—2 6 : M rs. Wallis.
D ewsbury.—Society anniversary in the Town H all on Sep

tember 9. when Mr. S. S. Chiswell, ot Liverpool, will speak a t 10-30 
and 6 ; Mr. J. Foulds, of Bradford, in the afternoon a t 2-40. All 
friends are welcome.

H o r t o n . Spicer-street.—Sunday, Septem ber 2. Open-air
meetings a t 2-30 and 6, in front o f the room. Several prominent 
Yorkshire speakers will give addresses. Friends rally round and 
support them . September 11, anniversary services a t 2-30 and 6. 
Speaker. Miss Cotteril, of Manchester.

London. 113. Edgware Road, H yde Park.—Sunday. August 
26, a t 7 p m .. Mr. H oratio H un t will resume his meetings and 
lecture on " T h e  M ystery and M eaning of Spiritual Sym bols." 
Personal delineations will be given. S ilver collection. Also even,' 
W ednesday and  Friday, at S p.m ., sharp. Mr. H un t will hold 
public seances for various forms o f mediumship. Commence a t 8, 
sharp. On Saturday evenings, if sufficient num bers can be obtained, 
a  recital from ••N ero," in character, will be given. Tickets, on 
application, is . O ld and  new friends heartily  welcomed.

Liverpool. Daulby Hall, D aulby-street.—T he services have , 
been discontinued during August. Will re-commence Sunday, I 
September 2 . Mr. E . W . Wallis speaker at 1 1 , "  T he Optimism of 
Spiritualism " ; a t 6-30, “ The one thing needful."

M iss F lorence Maryat's lecture in Manchester will be on 
Wednesday, October 31. Full particulars in due course.—George 
Hill, 9 3 , Brunswick-street, C.-on-M.

Mr. B. P lant is booking dates for 1 8 9 5 , 373* Oldham-road, 
Manchester.

Mrs. Summersgill has changed hee address to No. 7 , Batley's 
Buildings. Brook-street, Marsh, Huddersfield.

P endleton. Hall of Progress.—Sale of work : Our com
mittee having decided to have our sale of work on Septem ber 1 8  

and following days, those friends having done work or who would 
like to help us in any way would greatly assist in our final arrange
ments by forwarding gifts or work done as soon as convenient to 
the following addresses:—Mrs. Beaman. 13, Lisadel-street, W hit- 
lane; Mr. Moulding, 3 6 , Wellington-street, W hit-lane; Mr. 
Pellowe, 8 8 , Gill-street, Whit-lane, Pendleton.

R ochdale. Penn-street. 2 : Harvest festival. Miss Walker.
Salford. Co-operative Stores, Chapel-street.—Lyceum 1 0  

and 2  and 6 -3 0 , Mr. Jeremy Gibson; Wednesday, Circle, Mrs. 
Hulme. Doors closed at S- 1 5  sharp.

Secretaries please note Mr. W alter Ripley is booking dates 
for 1 8 9 5 , No. 3 , Hanover-square, Dewsbury.

Stockport.—Change of address—T. Edwards, Secretary, 39, 
York-street, Edgeley.

Stockport.—August 2 6 : Floral and Harvest Festival; speaker. 
Miss M. J . Gartside. Local friends have at great expense 
modernised and transformed the interior of their hall, providing 
seating for 6 0 0 . and largely increased floor area for Lyceum pur
poses. Technical attention has been paid to lighting, ventilation, 
and a mass of detail to ensure utility and convenience. A thorough 
cleansing, and decorating artistically done, enables the Stockport 
friends to say they have " A  clean house for the Divine Guest.” 
Friends from all parts are invited, and may be sure of a  fraternal 
greeting. Tea will be provided, and special music, etc., by the 
Lyceum.—T. E.

Two open-air meetings will be held on Howley Hills on 
Sunday, Aug. 2 6 , at 2 - 3 0  and 6  o'clock, to be addressed bv Messrs. 
Armitage, Foulds, Gill, and W . Stansfield. Mrs. W. Stansfield 
will also speak; chairman, Mr. J. Whitehead, of Bradford, presi
dent of the “ Union.” A string band has kindly consented to 
accompany the singing, under the conductorship of Mr. J .  W. 
Webster. The Batley Lyceum scholars will also sing some of their 
anniversary hymns. Tea will be provided in the large shed a t 6 d. 
Collections at each meeting. Open-air meetings will also be held 
at Cleckheaton and Little Horton on Sep. 2 nd. The secretary 
will be glad to  answer any enquiries in reference to Union work.— 
Wm. Stansfield. sec.. Hanging Heaton, near Dewsbury.

W akefield. Baker’s-vard.—Saturday, Aug. 2 5  ; Tea party 
a t 5  and meeting a t 7  p.m. Several well-known mediums are 
expected, including Mrs. Roberts, Mr. T. Pawson, and Mr.Webster, 
all of Batley. Tickets for tea, adults 6 d, children 3 d. Collection 
at the close of meeting. Friends, make this a  success.—A. W.,
cor. sec. ---------

W ANTED. FOR SALE, SITUATIONS, E t c .
[T e rm s  4 d . p e r  lin e , f o u r  lin es  f o r  is., f o u r  in se rtio n s f o r  th e  f r i e s  

o f  three. T e n  words to  th e  lin e . C a sh  w ith  advertisem en t.]
Apartments, unfurnished, two parlours; quite house, no 

children, garden back and fro n t; rent 6 s. per week; nice room ; at 
X1 4 , Alexandre Road, Holloway N.

U nfurnished  Apartments.—First floor to Let. Three 
rooms. Back entrance. One minute’s walk from Brixton cable 
cars, 3 0 , Upper Tulse Hill.

W anted .—Young Lady, intelligent, for private lending library. 
Small salary and rooms free. No objection to mother or sister 
sharing rooms. Apply by letter (own handwriting) to M. L., 5 5 , 
North End Road, w est Kensington.

P ertaining to P rogression. Remember it is not sufficient to 
know tha t there is actual life beyond the grave, to gain us admit
tance into the brightest spheres hereafter. Spiritual gifts must be 
valued and preserved as sacred. Spiritual virtues must be culti
vated, and every one should aim at a  high standard of goodness. 
—Remember, acquired habits, if of no actual value, are better not 
persisted in, as they retard progress. If on the other hand we 
cultivate good habits we may delight to continue them when we 
become celestial beings. Therefore, remember tha t the cuttom of 
giving produces a  habit of liberality I and habits of devotion pro
mote tne custom of going to a  place of worship, and that habit is a 
law of our being a kind of second nature tha t grows up with ua.”— 
Snap Shot.

P A S S I N G  E V E N T S  A N D  C O M M E N T S .

S hort letters and reports next week to allow for plans.
On October 3 rd Mr, Morse will complete 2 5  years of public 

work for Spiritualism.
Mr. Gott is offering some capital bargains in his stock-taking 

sale. We hope readers who can do so will give him a turn (see advt.).
Monthly P lans.—A number of these are crowded out till next 

week. Correspondents and reporters will please be as brief as possible.
"L ook carefully over this paper and see who is advertising' 

Remember' that these times the merchant who advertises has rare 
bargains to offer and is wideawake." So says the B a n n er  of Light, 
and it applies equally well to the Tteo W orlds.

G rantham .— Will Spiritualists residing in this town please 
communicate with W. G., per the editor of the Two W orlds, who is 
About to become a resident, and would be pleased to meet some 
Spiritualist friends.

P a ten t  agency persons of an inventive turn of mind should 
consult Mr. A. W. Turner, who advertises in our columns. Bv an 
oversight his telephone number has been printed 93, it'Should be 
933.— [S e e  Ad vt .]

S o m e  in v estig a to rs  anx ious to  obtain spirit photographs 
would be pleased to know of a  medium who h a s  the requisite 
power who would be willing to sit with them for experiments.— 
Address H. W. M., care of Editor, T h e  T w o  W orlds.

'  B ella m y ’s  famous *• Looking Backward ” is being issued as a 
serial in the KVrAwjow’s T im es, published by the Manchester Labour 
Press Society Limited. The first chapters appeared last Friday. 
All those interested in Socialism and Labour questions should read 
the ITorAwax’s T im e s . I t can be had of all newsagents.

R e  M em orial  o f  t h e  A rbitration  All ia n c e .—It is requested 
that all sheets containing signatures be sent in at once to J. Allen, 
1 3 , Berkeley Terrace, W hite Post Lane, Manor Park, Essex. 
Spiritualists are particularly requested to show by their combined 
attention, in such an important matter, that they are in common 
accord with their brothers and sisters of the various sects in their 
efforts to reduce war to a  minimum.

“ T h e  T ru th  S e e k e r ”  for August, price id., is a  capital 
number. A photograph of the statue of Charles Bradlaugh, un
veiled at Northampton on June 2 5 , graces the front page, and the 
letterpress is well worth reading, especially the article headed 
“ Sun or Son.” ** The Truth Seeker ” id well got up and neatly 
printed, and ably edited by John Grange. I t can be procured of 
Mr. J. W . Gott, of 2 , Union-street, Bradford.

T here is much inquiry in and around Bristol, and good seed 
could be sown there this winter if some capable mediums could pay 
a  visit to this west country town. W hat is the matter with our. 
South-West friends ? Has their enthusiasm and devotion to the 
Cause oozed out at their boots ? Plymouth, Exeter, Devonport, 
Falmouth, Truro, Portsmouth, and numerous other towns want 
waking up. Let us hear from you Western workers.

To C orrespondetts.—J. Slater, yours received, will write 
this week. A. Ley, many thanks, will look up the MSS., and use 
as early as possible. Glad Bristol is waking up. Perhaps we could 
visit you the end of January. Chas. Hardingham, yours received 
with thanks, too late for this week. S. M. Corbett, there is much 
to be said. Hasty conclusions are to be deprecated, explanations 
will be forthcoming presently. The communications are genuine, 
but need fuller details and elucidation. B. Russell Davis, too late 
for this issue, next week.

“ On the  Occult” was the title oi a  recent oracular article 
in the W eek ly  D isp a tc h , which relegates apparitions, writings, table- 
rappings, etc., to materialism and superstition. The writer asks,
“ If  it were possible for the departed to cross the borderland, is it 
not reasonable to assume that they would present themselves to 
those who are inconsolable at their loss ? ” and thereby displays his 
ignorance oi Spiritualism, for in thousands of cases they have 
returned and made their presence known to their loved ones without 
the agency of any other medium. If  those who are ” inconsolable” 
will give the necessary conditions they will receive comfort in 
one or other of the many modes of manifestation, including “ the 
s p ir i tu a l communion,” which he extols for the purpose of catching 
the breeze of the new public opinion without admitting Spiritualism. 
It is most amusing.

A N ew  Monthly M agazine, entitled “ The New Age,” con
ducted by Mr. Alex. Duguid, of Edinburgh, who has been practically 
connected with the history and development of the Spiritualist 
movement for eighteen years, is in course of preparation, and, 
should there be a  sufficient number of subscribers, the issue of the 
first number will take place in the beginning of September. It will 
be open to all evidence in support of the spiritual being of man, and 
all social and scientific questions will be viewed from this stand
point ; it will classify and arrange experiences, ancient and present- 
day, by writers of reputed worth and learning; it will record experi
mental facts, and deal with the esoteric of hidden symbolism of 
nature, illustrative of man's spiritual being. Terms of subscription 
(in advance):—Year, 5 s . ; half-yearly, 2 s. 6 d . ; quarterly, is. 3 d,; 
single copies. 4 d. All orders and remittances to be sent to Mr. 
Alex. Duguid, 2 5 , Springwell-place, Dairy-road, Edinburgh, N.B.

T h e  H anley Spiritual Church has adopted the following 
principles from the Order of Progressive Spiritualists;—V We affirm 
that we know there is no death. That intercourse between the two 
worlds has been established. The consequences (good or evil), of 
motives and deeds of mortal life, affect the status of each spirit 
after death, and constitute the heaven or hell into which they enter, 
T hat evolution is not only the law of th i s  life, but characterises the 
realm of the hereafter. That we are responsible by divine love 
and wisdom to ourselves for the use we make of our powers, and 
the opportunities of life; and to  o thers for the influence we exert by 
our conduct. W e therefore resolve >to endeavour to improve our 
minds, to cultivate our moral powers, to exercise our spiritual gifts, 
to sympathise with sorrow and suffering, to encourage and assist 
the weak and ignorant, to co-operate in all endeavours of a refer* 
matory nature, whose aim is for humanity a n d  the truth."


