
WOMAN AND NATURAL SELECTION.

Anything by Dr. A. R. Wallace is of interest to Spiritualists. 
Tho 44 Woman Question ” is so important and so much to 
:the front ju st now that wo have muoh pleasure in reprinting 
from tho D aily Chronicle the following interview with Dr. 
Wallaoo.

<(I should like to ask your opinion, Dr. Wallace, upon 
the rapid ohango, amounting almost to a social revolution, 
Iwhioh is taking place in the education and general develop
ment. of women: what effeob will it have upon human 

(progress 1 ”
441 reply without hesitation th a t the effeot will be 

(entirely beneficial to tho race. Women a t the present time, 
in all civilised countries, are showing a determination to 

noonro their personal, social, and political freedom. The 
great part whioh they ure destined to play in the future of 
hum anity has begun to foroc itself upon their attention. 
Thoy have within the last twenty years proceeded by leaps 

fund bounds towards the attainm ent of th a t perfect freedom 
without whioh uo human being oan arrive a t his or her 
highest development. When men and women are alike free 
to follow their best impulses, when both receive the best 

'‘pud most thorough education that the knowledge at the 
time will admit j when there are no false restrictions placed 
upon any human being because of the aooident of sex, and 
when the standard of publio opinion is set by the wisest aud 
the best, and th a t standard is systematically inouloated upon 

|  the young, then we shall find th a t a system of human 
selection will come spontaneously into aotion, whioh will 
bring about a reformed humanity.

41 And are women to be the ohief factors in bringing 
about this groat reformation 9 ”

44 Yes j the hope of the future lies with women. When 
Jsuoh social changes have been efieoted that no woman will 

bo compelled either by hunger, isolation, or social compul
sion to sell herself either in prostitution or unoongenial wed
lock j when all women alike shall feel the refiuing influence 
of a truo humanising education, of beautiful and elevating 
surroundings, and when there is an eduoated publio opinion 
P-noto that specially,” said Dr. Wallace, leaning forward 
in his ohair with a flushed and eager fuoe—-4<we must have 
an educated publio opinion whioh shall be founded on the 
highest aspirations of the age and oouutry; then the result 
will be a  form of human seleotiou whioh will bring about a 
continuous advanoo in the average status of the race. I 
believe that this improvement will be efieoted through the 
agency of femalo ohoioo in marriage. As things are, women 
are constantly forced into marriage for a bare living or a 
comfortable home. They have praotioally no choice in the 
selection of their partners and the fathers of their children, 
and so long as this economic necessity for marriage presses 
upon the great bulk of women, men who are vicious, 
degraded, of feeble intellect and and unsound bodies, will 
secure wives, and thus often perpetuate their infirmities aud 
evil habits. But in a reformed society the vioious man, 
the man of degraded taste or of foeble intellect, will have 
little chauoe of finding n wife, and his bad qualities will die 
out with himself. On the other hand, the most perfeot and 
boautifol in body and mind, the men of spotless character 
uid reputation, will secure wives first, the less commendable 
pier, and the least commendable latest of all. As a natural 
Iftneeq nonce, the best men and women will marry the 
mrliest, aud probably have the largest families. The result 
fill be a more rapid increase of the good thau of the bad, 
|p  this state of things continuing to work for successive 
.wuerAtious, will at length bring the average man up to the 
m l of those who are now the more advanced of the raoe.
nope I make it dear that women must be free to marry 

I not marry before there can be true natural selection in 
he meet important relationship of life. Although many 
vnnen now remain unmarried from ueoessity rather than 
vni choice, there are always a considerable number who 
aw no special inclination to marriage, but who accept hue-

bands to seoure a subsistence or a home. If all women were 
pecuniarily independent, and all occupied with congenial 
publio duties or intellectual enjoyments, I believe that a 
large number would choose to remain unmarried. In a 
regenerated society it would come to be considered a 
degradation for any woman to marry a man she did not 
both love and esteem; in consequence, many women would 
abstain from marriage altogether, or delay it until a worthy 
and symp&thetio husband was encountered.”

44 There are upwards of a million more women than men 
in this country, Dr. Wallace, and it seems to me that it is 
this feminine superfluity which has, as it were, demoralised 
marriage 9 ”

“ Undoubtedly it has tended to weaken the selective 
agency of women. Still, although females are largely in 
excess of males in our existing population, there is good 
reason to believe that it will not remain a permanent 
feature.”

44 Do you mean to imply that the wear and tear of com
petitive industry and the physical demands of the higher 
education will aot injuriously upon women and reduce their 
numbers 9 ” f

“ Certainly not,” replied Dr. W allace with a laugh; “ we 
are not goiug to kill off the superfluous women, but preserve 
the lives of men. As & matter of fact, there are more boys 
born into the world than girls, but boys die so muoh more 
rapidly than girls that when we include all under the age of 
five the numbers are nearly equal; for the next five years 
the mortality is nearly the same in both sexes ; theu tha t of 
females preponderates up to thirty years of age ; then up to 
sixty that of men is the larger; while for the rest of life 
female mortality is again greatest The general result is 
that a t the ages of most frequent marriage—from twenty 
to thirty-five— females are between eight and nine per cent 
in excess of males. But during the ages from five to thirty- 
five we find a wonderful excess of male deaths from two 
preventible causes— 4 aocident * and 4 violence.1 The great 
excess of male over female deaths, amounting in one year to 
over 3,000, all betweeu the ages of five and thirty-five, is no 
doubt due to the greater risks run by meu and boys in 
various industrial occupations. We are lookiug forward to a 
society in the future which will guard the lives of the 
workers against the effeots of unhealthy employments and 
all preventible risks. This will further reduce the mortality 
of men as compared with women. I t  seems highly probable 
that in the society of the future the superior number of 
males a t birth will be maintained throughout life, or a t least 
through the marriageable period.”

44 Aud you would maintain, l suppose, Dr. Wallace, that 
the large number of women, who, in consequence of being 
economically independent, would elect not to marry would 
further decrease the present overplus of marriageable 
women 9 ”

44 Certainly; when no woman is compelled to marry for a 
bare living or a comfortable home, there will, I believe, be a 
large number of women who will remain single from choice. 
Few women will marry then exoept from the highest 
motive—pure aud disinterested love. Now, with man the 
passion of love is stronger aud more general, and, as in a 
reformed society women will not be driven to lives of shame 
for the sake of bread, but will have remunerative occupation, 
men will have no means of gratifying their stronger passions 
exoept through marriage. Iu consequence, almost every 
woman will receive offers, and thus a powerful selective 

I agency will rest with the female sex. On the whole, then, 
I it is probable that in the society of the future the mortality 
I of males will be less, owing to preventive measures in 
I connection with dangerous and injurious occupations, so that 
I the number of marriageable men will be equal to that of 

women; add to this that there will be an increasing propor- 
I tion of women who will prefer not to many, a id it is clear 
I that men desiring wives will be in excess of women wanting 

husbands. This will greatly increase the influenoe of women 
I in the improvement of the race. Being in the minority,



they'will be more sought after, and will have a real ohoioe 
in marriage, which is rarely the case now.”

11 You think, then, Dr. Wallace, that the women who 
marry will ohooso wisely 9”

44 Broadly speaking, I think we may trust the oultivated 
minds and pure instincts of the women of the future in the 
ohoioe of partners. The idle and the selfish would be almost 
universally rejected. The coarse and sensual man, the 
diseased or the weak in intellect, those having a tendenoy to 
insanity or to hereditary disease, or who possess any con
genital deformity, would rarely find partners, because the 
enlightened woman would know that she was committing 
an offence against sooiety—against humanity at large, in 
oboosing a husband who might be the means of transmitting 
disease of body or of mind to his offspring. Thus it will 
come about that the lower types of men, morally, and the 
pbysioally diseased, will remain permanently unmarried, and 
will leave no descendants; and the advanoe of the race in 
every 'good quality will be ensured. This method of im
provement by the gradual elimination of the worst is the 
most direot method, for it is of much greater importance to 
get rid of the lowest types of humanity than to raise the 
highest a little higher. We do not need so much to have 
more of the great and the good as we need to have less of 
the weak and the bad. The method by which the animal 
and vegetable worlds have been improved and developed has 
been through weeding out. The survival of the fittest is 
really the extinction of the unfit Natural selection in the 
world of nature is achieving this on an enormous scale, 
because owing to the rapid increase of most organisms a 
large proportion of the unfit ore destroyed. In order to 
cleanse sooiety of the unfit we must give to woman the 
power of selection in marriage, and the means by which this 
most important and desirable end oan be attained will be 
brought about by giving her such training and education as 
shall render her economically independent.”

--------
THE BLESSINGS OF SPIRITUALISM.

By J. M. Pebbles.
" Brother, farewell. Careful hands and loving hearts will guard 

and deck thy grave, and keep thy monument whole and thy memory 
green. Farewell for ever.”
Cold  an d  icy is th e  oup that materialism puts to trembling 
lip*—b i tte r  is th e  balm it b rin g s—aud doleful are its final 
words—11 farew ell fo r ever I ”

The sad and sorrowing turn away—turn in moments like 
these towards Spiritualism, just as naturally as dew-laden 
flowers turn towards the light of the east in morning-time.

The gospel of Spiritualism that throws such a  golden 
light over the waning years of the present century, does not 
tremulously whisper 11 farewell”—it does not Bay “good 
night ”—in the hour of death, but rather bids me good 
morning in that beautiful Summer-land that awaits us all.
It does not drape the mourner's home in gloom; but lifts the 
ourtain and shows to stricken weepers those they love—aye, 
more; it brings their glorified forms into their very presence, 
permitting them to clasp their white hands and listen to 
their tender words of undying affection 1

But41 one world at a time,” says the materialist—granted 
*~bnt life is a unit; and that one world embraces the 
yesterdays of the past—the to-days, and the innumerable 
to-morrows of eternity 1

Spiritualism has not only demonstrated the certainty of 
a future life, but shown the naturalness of spirit-converse 
through psychic sympathy, premonitions, visions, and tranoe 
and inspiration; given to us a  revised geography of the 
spheres and the many mansions in the Father's House; 
enoouraged every great national reform of the age ; but it 
has so liberalised the public mind that royal-soulea men and 
women may speak their highest thought and live out their 
ideal life unharmed by press or priest. No truth dies.

Neither the work nor the workors for hum anity perish 
away into forgetfulness. Socrates lives in the libraries of all 
la n d s ; Demosthenes lives In th a t masterly Oration upon the 
Crown ; Apollonius lives in his travels and spiritual m arvels; 
Jesus lives in the beatitudes he breathod, the blessings he 
pronounood, th e  sufferings be endured, the spiritual gifts he 
imparted and the sweet tenderness he cherished towards his 
enemies. George Fox and Aun Loo live in the tru th s th a t 
streamed like pearls from their lips—live and look down 
from the bending heaveus over us ; and so, too, do Thomus 
Paine, Frances W right, Elisa W, Faruham, Hgaea Ballou, 
Robert Owen, Theodore Parker, Heury W right, and 
Others, live not only in memory— not only in their surviving

works—but live as conscious mon and woman, disrobed of 
m orta lity ; aud they are with us to-day, and their voices 
mingle with ours in pooans of praise to thoso who with their 
blood sealed the sacred trinity— f r e e  th o u g h t, f r e e  speech , and 
a f r e e  p r e s s  1

All the right-minded Spiritualists ore both active moralists 
aud liberalists. Aud though possessed of sufficient freedom 
of ohoioe to make them responsible, I might almost say of 
moral necessity, they are all 44free thinkers.” They strenu
ously oppose all oreeds th a t lim it investigation, and all 
formulas th a t oan oramp the human mind. Under the law 
of evolution they know of no finality. They seek tru th  from 
all sources. They encourage all genuine reform movements, 
and insist upon the strictest fidelity to moral priuoiple. 
They would fain strike the axe a t  the root of the tree, by 
right penetration, wise eduo&tion and heavenly ministrations 
from those brighter, holier ones in spirit-life. Their most 
effective prayers are aspirations aotualised in good deeds; 
their ideal is perfection; and their temple of worship the 
measureless universe of God.

Such are the real substantial Spiritualists of to-day. 
They fondly expect to be better to-morrow. Progress is 
eternal. Impostors are going, Judas like, to their own 
places. Excrescences are being lopped off, and Spiritualism 
is rapidly assuming fairer proportions. The future is golden 
with promise.

The ooming Spiritualist will be soientifio, rigidly moral 
and deeply religious. B u t his religion will be humanitarian, 
trustful, reverent—a life, ra ther thau a  creed I H e will live 
in the light and th e  liberty  of manly thought, conscious 
integrity, courageous self-denial and holy endeavours. On 
his breast-plate will be written not only k n o w le d g e  o f  a  f u t u r e  
e x is te n c e , bu t consecration to the good, enthusiasm for the 
right, and deep unselfish love for universal hum anity 1

He will comprehend the meaning of th a t great word 
toleration. His s tem  love of justice will be tempered with 
oharity. He will clasp hands and stand shoulder to  Bhoulder 
with all liberalists,who sincerely seek the good of human kind. 
He will be more constructive th»n destructive in method. He 
will seek after righteousness. His heart will be alive to  duty, 
simplioity, and the divinity of tru th  wherever found.

He will combine in bimsolf the medium, the propMt, 
the teacher, the healer, and the master-builder. He will 
seek to righ tly  balance in himself the physical, the intel
lectual, and the spiritual, and then do the work of the hour 
and th e  day gladly. H e will no t content himself w ith the 
common demands of a partial amelioration, b u t he will go to 
the fountain-head and strive for the prevention of evil and 
for the removal of all m isdirection and all moral wrong. 
His hands will be m agnets of health, his words benedictions 
of peace, and his life a real perpetual Sabbath of charitable 
thought and benevolent action.

W hen th is glad era of prophecy— th is ideal becomes the 
real— when we have a  system of universal equivalents—a 
universal language— a universal reign of tem peranoe—a 
universal religion of praotioal goodwill to men— a universal 
spirit of purity  and holiness, angels will daily walk and talk 
with m ortals; the lion aud lamb, th a t is to  say, sectarianism 
and liberalism will lie down together and a  little  child— 
common sense— shall lead th e m ; and there will be a  new 
heaven and a  new e&rth wherein dwelleth righteousness.

HEAVEN— A T R U E  IN C ID EN T.
T h i  le s s o n  h o u r  w &b n e a r ly  p a c t  

When I aaked of m y  s c h o la r s  s e v e n :
44 Now tell me, each one, please, in turn, 

What sort of a place is heaven I "
41 Oh, meadows, flowers, and lovely trees 1 ” 

Cried poor little North Street K itty ; 
While Dorothy, fresh from country lanes, 

Was sure 'twas “ a great big city.”
Bessy, it seemed, had never thought 

Of the home beyond the river ;
She simply took each perfect g if t ,

And trusted the loving giver.
Then up spoke Edith, tall and fair,

Her voice was olear and ringing,
And led the Easter anthem choir;

“ In heaven they're always singing.4'
To Esther, clad in Holiest furs,

' Twas a place for " outdoor playing ;"  
But Bridget drew her thin shawl dose,

For " warmth and food” she was praying. 
The desk bell rang. But one child left,

My sober, thoughtful Florry;
14 Why, heaven Just seems to me a place,

A p la ce  where you're never eorry.''



INTERESTING REMINISCENCES.
By W. H. R o b in s o n .

R ecently I  listened to a professor in chemistry in Newcastle, 
who, in the endeavour to get some fun at the expense of his 
Spiritualistic audience, offered this very original statement, 
namely—th a t the transcendental thinker always “ illogically 
gets his theories first, and bis facts after.” This sapient 
professor’s banter after all contained some particle of truth, 
as some of the grandest achievements in thought originated 
by the intuitional method and have been perfected by 
inductive experiment. In no portion of this planet, perhaps, 
has there during the past th irty  years been seen more 
remarkable spirit phenomena than in Newcastle. Gentlemen 
of Boientifio acquirements, philosophers of all orders, have, 
upon many occasions, from distant parts of Europe, certified 
with cool and careful precision the fact of t e m p o r a r y  e m b o d i
m e n t, These startling facts, too, have been many times 
attested by numbers of cautious and intelligent citizens, 
including medical men and the various denominational 
clergy. The Spiritual journals for many years record full 
particulars, and remain swift witnesses not only agaiost 
materialism, but also the absurd Buddhism of later Hindu- 
Theosophy, which desires to obtrude upon intelligent 
Spiritualism the subtle “  spook ” theory. The sturdy rational
istic W estern experimentalist can never become the victim 
of Oriental mystioism.

One of the earliest mediums in Newcastle for “ form 
manifestations ” was a lady named Mrs. Petty. I  was 
present a t  her stances, once in Suffolk Street, Newcastle, in 
1874, and afterwards in 1877, in Chester-le-Street. The 
silly “ spook ” cognomen could convey no idea of the snowy 
radiance, th e  spiritual grace, and the sweetness of the 
“ forms ” which greeted us. We beheld identity differentiated 
by variety—duality of sex, with gradation of stature—the 
organs of speech conditioned by modulation of utterance. 
The meetings in each case were highly devotional— prayer, 
singing and cheerful inter-communion absorbed the happy 
hours. I  m et several well-known gentlemen a t these 
meetings, including the late Alderman Barkas, Mr. John 
and Mrs. Hare, w ith others, who were the earliest pioneers 
in the North. Many strange occurrences were recorded by 
the former gentlem an during th is lady’s mediumship. 
Hundreds of Spiritualists in Newcastle a t one tim e or 
another would testify to  her gifts, including other members 
of her family. She also gave sittings a t the Society’s rooms. 
Through the invitation of Mr. Aksakof she visited Russia 
and the Continent for scientific purposes. Feeling her health 
declining, she was advised by Mr. Barkas to  retire from 
mediumship, and is now w ith her family living a t Gateshead.

Mrs. P e tty  was educated as a  religious adherent of the 
Church of England, bu t a t  sixteen, believing herself to  be a 
sinner—after earnest prayer— she experienced a  spiritual 
conversion, and under the same afflatus began to exhort. She 
ripened into an impressive revivalist preacher, and often 
during the exeroise of her pu lp it gifts numbers flocked to 
the <( Penitent Form.” During th e  zenith of her influence 
in this direction, her youngest daughter was bom, who has 
since become one of the finest pleaders belonging to  General 
Booth’s arm y of workers. (So much for m aterial environ
ments and heredity.)

During a  recent conversation w ith Mrs. Petty , I  learnt 
that she believes her Churoh experiences were not only a 
neoessary prelude, b u t helpful to the more im portant and 
Boientifio work accomplished through her by the spirit world. 
Mrs. P etty  spoke feelingly of the sweet guardian core 
“ Emma,” her guide, and o ther loving spirits still manifested 
towards her, and moreover, of th e  attention  paid to her by 
her children, who are all comfortably settled in life.

The vulgar ep ithet S lu d g e ,  genetically applied to mediums 
by the -poet Browning, may some time in the great future 
produoe its karma. I t  is now, however, my pleasure to 
reoord some incidents relative to  a lady medium, whom to 
know was really to  love. In  addition to her extraordinary 
and well a ttested  mediumship, she united the tender grace 
and refined nature of a  sweet womanhood. Readers generally 
will know Mrs. Mellon, n e e  Fairlamb, who, owing to the 
condition of her husband’s health, was receutly compelled to 
make a home in New South Wales. Of this lady’s medium- 
ship scores of volumes oould be inscribed, and then the half 
remain untold. Introduced to  Mrs. Mellon in 1875, I 
occasionally visited the historic laboratory a t Wier’s Court, 
Newcastle, and took p art in the investigation kindly arranged 
for publio purposes by her committee, including Mr. Wm. 
Armstrong, Mr. H. A. Kersey, Mr. Win. H unter, and Mr.

J. N. Mould. Everything in these rooms was arranged upon 
scientific methods, and manifestations occurred under the 
strictest test applications. Mrs. Mellon, in these early times, 
was what we might term a martyr medium; the wire cage, 
the hammock, the sack-tying, the ear-boring, and a host of 
other inhuman appliances were submitted to by this lady,
(as also by Mrs. Wood), in the interests of spiritual science, 
and whatever may have been said by a prejudiced public 
against many of Mrs. Mellon’s coadjutors, this woman’s 
mediumistio character is up to the present unimpeached.
Upon Mrs. Mellon’s marriage, her husband, who had hitherto 
been an investigator, and who m et bis wife amongst these 
conditions, sympathetically interposed, on the plea of 
unkindness to animals, and intercepted her further submission 
to ropes and circles, even though it was in the interests 
science. Let me say, however, th a t I  proved this gentleman 
to be a profound student of occult philosophy and a most 
scientific explorer of spiritual verities. At many sittings, 
which he convened in his own drawing-room at great trouble 
and expense, and a t which were always present some of the 
'elite of the neighbourhood, nothing was allowed to take place 
without a careful scrutiny by his Argus eyed guests. To 

I most of those sittings, through the kindness of Mrs. Mellon,
I  was invited, and often got permission to introduce influen
tial strangers. Mr. Mellon was a great student of the 
chemical and actinic light. I have seen him experiment 
with variegated coloured lamps, and believe tha t eventually 
it was proved th a t red rays were the most helpful to spirit 

' materialisation. One Tuesday, in 1888, about 25 persons, 
some of whom filled important business positions in the city, 
and were not likely to be deluded, assembled for a stance. 
In  the corner of the room, in which the medium’s chair was 
placed, an ordinary shawl was suspended from a transverse 
support. All the sitters were invited to scrutinise the bare 
corner. No less than seven materialised forms showed them
selves, varying in stature, sex and colour. “ George,” the 
medium’s familiar factotum, it appears, constructed the 
gateway by which those immortals were enabled to descend 
to earth. He took good care to tell us th a t he had been 
giving them lessons. “  George ” himself came right out into 
the circle, and held confab for about th irty  minutes with 
several of his old friends. He allowed us to minutely 
examine him, and, poking fun a t the Theosophists, he 
humorously enquired, whether we took him for a  “ spook” 
or a “ brother” ! This sally was in response to some corres
pondence in th e  C h r o n ic le  of th a t day. I f  “ George ” was a 
so-called “ spook,” he was brimful of intelligence, fun and 
frolic. The same evening a spirit lady, apparently about 6 6  

years of age, pu t in an  appearance. She cast a mystified 
look round the circle, and peered into the faces of some of 
the sitters. The object of her search was soon perceived, as 
Mr. John Millar, fruiterer, of Newcastle, cried, “ O h ! my 
canny wife.” He extended his arms, and we all saw the 
couple kissing and embracing each other. This apparition 
was attired in a white apron, a white cap and black shawl, 
and had been in earth life a neighbour of one of the ladies 
present. The identity was distinctly satisfactory to this 
lady’s perception. Many of the other spirits were recognised.

On another occasion I  took with me Dr. Williams of the 
Psyohio Church, Liverpool, and a  clergyman of the city. 
After the sitting, Dr. Williams, in proposing a vote of thanks, 
spoke feelingly of the great satisfaction he had received. 
He, like many others of his cloth, had been strongly inclined 
to  materialism.

On one occasion, while Mrs. Mellon favoured us with a 
sitting in the rooms in Pilgrim Street, “ Geordie ” projected 
his head and shoulders from behind the curtain, addressing 
Mr. Mellon a t  the back of the audience, he being busy 
regulating the light, and exclaimed : “ I  say, Professor, let’s 
have some more light, I  can bear it.” The light grew 
brighter, and “ Geordie’s ” figure grew clearer. I  thought 
th is a clever test.

----------
N o t h in g  has been more constantly disbelieved and 

ridiculed than  the alleged appearance of phantasms of the 
living or of the recently dead, whether seen by one person 
alone, or by several together. Imagination, disease, impos
ture, or erroneous observation have been again and again 
put forth as sufficient explanation of these appearances. But, 
when carefully examined, they do not prove to be impostures, 
but stand out with greater distinctness as veridical and 
sometimes objective phenomena, as is sufficiently proved by 
the mass of well-attested and well-sifted evidence published 
by the Society for Psyohical Research.— A» JR. W a lla c e , F , H . S .



PHENOMENA IN A HOME CIRCLE.

N o n  of o i bare over been present a t a franco of any des
cription beyond our own family sitting-room, nor hare we 
any desire to attend one.

There are m ire people possessed with the divine gift of 
transmitting messages from the intelligences around us, or 
from spirits, if they bo such, than any one supposes. This 
has proved true in our own ease. I t  is reasonable to assert 
that unless we put ounelvea in a way to communicate with 
our departed friends, they surely cannot help us to know the 
truth. Every one of us, in onr circle, said again and agaiu 
before we even knew that some time we ourselves should be 
Investigating it, that we would never believe In Spiritualism, 
or whatever our aoientiflo Investigators shall prove to be, i 
until our friends should oomo to us t* our o m  Aoair, day or 
uight^ in daylight or darkness, without the aid of a  cohiaet̂  
cwrtaiim or drapery ij/  any tori, musical instruments) or a pro- 

/oiw m a/  ma/inm. From my early childhood, I have always 
looked upon persons who pretend* d to be able to see into the 
life beyond, and to perceive and converse with their departed 
friends, with u tter repulsion, I no louger retain that feeling.

In our own family we have discovered three members who 
have the power to get communications through the table. 
One of them, a  young lady, is at times able to write in a 
moat peculiar way, which ahe could not do were she to try  a t 
other times, via, she writes buck wards and upside down to 
every one on her side of the table, bu t from the other aide it 
can be read as rapidly as it is written, and the unseen forces 
tell me they are on the other side of the table. We get, 
however, our most satisfactory messages from the simple 
tippiug of the table. We have learned by frequent trials 
that this young lady, with the help of another lady member 
of the family, succeeds best a t  the table alone. The other 
two mediuma are brothers. One is able to  drive away the 
troublesome spirits who come often to fool u s ; and as he 
lives a t a distance, we at one time had to give up our 
sittings until be came home to expel the intruders The 
other medium has as yet been unable to gain any great sat s 
faction, but we feel tha t his powers will develop in time.

Our sittings take place in onr family living room, the 
whole house lighted aa It usually Is. The two girls sit down 
to a  heavy cherry table, with a  square, polished top, and 
place their hands, palms down, opposite to each other upon 
the to p ; and they never sit more than a  minute, often not 
so long, before the table -begins to tip  up and down, to 
indicate that some one is present By saying the alphabet 
slowly, we spell out messages, names, and answers to any 
questions any of ns in the room choose to  ask. We do not 
s it silently, and to  ns i t  is not a  tim e of sorrow bu t of 
happiness, to  feel th a t our friends are with us, and they often 
eav they are laughing, too, at something some of ns say.

One night we had been talking through the table with a 
relative of the family who was a  very prominent physician 
throughout Northern Ohio. I  a t  last said, ** Doctor, won’t  
yon tell ua something more convincing, tha t we may know 
yon are here talking to us 19  There was a long silence; 
then be spelled out, “  The doge fought on the farm, bu t it 
did not cause a  breach in the families.* None of the younger • 
people present understood the m essage; and seeing onr 
mother laughing over at the other side of the room, we all 
referred the matter to her, and the explained a little  fazn’ly 
■Mr over their two doge fighting so often that none of ns 
knew of before. We have asked the question several times,
“  Where do yon stay f * The anawer is always, “  With our 
home Attends wherever they are.* They tell us they cannot 
make us feel their touch or kiaw, and that they cannot at 
all times talk to ua even when they ere with ns and we ere 
at the table. We never yet have have been able to get a 
long menage from a friend aoon after death. They always 
tell ua, “ They are too weak.9 One friend, who baa been 
dead ( 1  choose to nee that expranioo, even if we prove that 
the spirit or soul lives for ever) a number of year*, reys shf 
cannot talk so well alone, but prefers to talk through a spirit 
friend who also wae a cousin of mine.

Upon one occasion an aunt of mine came to talk to me, 
and 1  mid, “ I want so much to know if it is truly you, 
aantie, that fe trying to talk to me, and 1  want to ask you 
if you have ever seen the piece of embroidery you did on 
black satin, before your death, that was afterwards sent to 
your sister N.1* UN«V* the answer same, “ I never saw it at 
her house, for I have never been there ainoe 1 left my home 
on earth.* 1 said, in surprise, “ Why! how is that I 1 am 
lure ahe wants to feel th a t you are sometimes with her;

do you not love her f ” “ Yes,” she replied, “but I do not * 
love her husband, and I do not go there.” 1  then asked her 
if she would go there some time just to please me. The 
table gave a queer little shake, and that we have learned to f 
know means they are going away for a few momeuts, but will 
return, and we sat and waited. Soon the table indicated 
that she had returned, and my aunt said, (l I have been to
N.’s bouse, but did not go in, for I saw her just going away*
I said, ** Was she alone t ” She replied, “Yes.” I then 
said, “ Will you tell me what kind of a wrap she had onl ” 
for the day was oool and dump. She answered, “ Yes, she 
had ou a brown cloak.” I remarked to the party (there 
were only three of us that day) that I could not recall that 
my aunt had any such oloak, and none of us remembered 
ever seeing her wear s toh a garment The next day I went j 
to see her, and asked, in a careless way, if she had been at i 
home all day the day before. She said, “ Yes, 1 was at ( 
home aloue all day, and I wondered why none of you came I 
to see me.” I own I was very muoh disappointed, but I did I 
not reveal to her then what my objeot was in asking, for I I 
was pledged to keep the whole matter a secret. During my 
stay at her bouse that afternoon, she chanced to remark, I 
“ Yesterday when I was up at the cemetery I was very muoh j 
please 1 to see what good care our lot has had.” I at once I 
exclaimed, ** Why 1 auntie, you said you were at home all i 
day yesterday.” “ Yes,” she laughed, “ I did say so but I j 
had forgotten. I was aloue, so after dinner I walked up | 
there.” 1 then asked, “ What kind of a wrap d d you wear!” I 
She looked at me curiously, and said, “ Well, that is a queer ! 
question, for I resurrected a long brown cloak I had not I 
worn for some years. It was so long I thought I could keep I 
from getting damp while I fixed the flowers.” I could not 
remember any such cloak until she went and brought it to | 
show to me. *

In our conversations with these unseen intelligences (for I 
they are intelligent), they have been very emphatic in I 
refusing us the privilege of telling some of their nearest I 
relatives. Only once or twice have we been trusted with a I 
message to any one, and only once have we sent that message I 
outside of the circle. V

I will cite but one case more, wherein the reader will at least i 
see that our supposed spirit was not & case of the action 7jf one 
mortal mind over another. An ancle of mine came and said,
“ Tell----- bis wife, “ that she did perfectly right in that
Jones matter.” After the sitting was over, one of the party | 
went to my uncle’s wife and asked her about it  She had I 
been in our circle a few times, but refuses to be convinced 
She said she had had a money transaction that day with the 
man referred to, and explained it all, which she said no cm 
else had had time to hear of, or would have felt the least I 
interest in; and to say the least she was astonished, bat I 
still unwilling to believe her mossage came from her husband. I 
We are not willing, in our secret investigation, to have any I 
one know the interest we take in the subject, and for social I 
and business reasons I am obliged to withhold all names I 
connected with it.

I hope that, by giving a little insight into onr plan of | 
study, some readers will put themselves in the way to j 
accumulate evidence which will aid in solving the problems I 
of the greatest of sciences. There are two men of our I 
acquaintance who are prominent business men of unques
tionable veracity and thinkers upon all subjeots pertaining 
to science, who have been allowed within onr circle once or 1 

twice. We have asked them to aid us by giving the hardest 
tests they could invent, and they also pronounce the result 
most convincing, and say that there is a presence of other 
intelligences besides onr own.— The Psychical Review.

11 How can we—we who have gained for ourselves health 
and comfort and knowledge—l>ov can we stand by patiently 
and see onr brother diseased and miserable and ignorant 1— 
how can we bear our luxuries, so long as a child is growing 
up in savagery whom we might have taught,—or a man is 
poisoning himself with drink whom we might have saved, — 
or a woman is dropping from sorrow and overwork whom we 
might have cherished and helped 1 We are not onr own— 
we are parts of the whole. Generations of workers have 
toiled for ns in the past And are we, in return, to carry 
our wretched bone off to onr own miserable corner 1 —sharing 
and giving nothing 1 Woe to ns if we do! Upon such 
comes indeed the second death,—the separation final and 
irretrievable, as far, at any rate, as this world is ooucerned, 
between ns and the life of God.9—The History of Daeid Grim



AUTOMATIC W RITIN G  & REFLECTIONS THEREON. I priest, parson, or minister, you would most likely be told 
By J ohn Lahont. I th a t it  was the devil, and th a t you better take' to your knees.

How diffioult to realise, reader, th a t  some intelligent being, I Under such circumstances, I  should reply, “ No, thank you— 
unseen, unheard, unfelt, can use your right hand to write with I I  prefer to take to m y reason, and find out if that message, 
on subjeots of which you know absolutely nothing ; while I given through my hand, was true or not.” 
your left hand holds a book on whioh your mind is set, the  1 And, like all else in  Nature's school, one enquiry proving 
contents of whioh you are studying, aud criticising the I true and satisfactory bu t leads the student on from class to 
author's ideas. And yet th is is ju s t what takes place in  the I class, and, as he advances, he discovers tha t the quest brings 
experience of a  num ber of credible witnesses, whose testi- I him face to  face with the Infinite, which leads him to feel 
mony, under ordinary circumstances, would not for a  moment I how very little he knows about the ultim ates of anything 
be doubted. 1 about which he thought he knew everything.

The most noted example of this form of manifestation is 1 But he discovers that the key to knowledge has been 
probably tha t of the late Mr. Stainton Moses, through whose I placed in his hand, and that if he would know himself he 
hand the whole contents of the book called “ Spirit Teach- I must use it till the conviction breaks upon him that his 
iugs " was given. (A memorial edition of this book is just I being comprises a kingdom, of whose limits he knows next 
being publ shed by the Light Publishing Company.) But, 1 to nothing. He discovers that this territory is yet in a state 
besides this continuous form of writing, claiming to come 1 of chaos. Does he shrink from the task which opens before 
from a spirit calling himself “  Imperator," quite a number of I him to develop this kingdom of self 1 Then the law of life 
communications were given by different people in the other I is inexorable—he cannot die if he would—the spirit cannot 
life, of both sexes, in different styles of handwriting. Aud I commit suicide—no escape from the duties and responsi- 
the m atter indicated quite as great a variety of character, I bilities of life. The standard of right and wrong is set up 
from the highly philosophical to the trivial, all pointing to I in this mystic kingdom. No priest can help him, but may 
the fact, as with the direot writing, tha t the character of the I hinder him, as too frequently happens, and man finds that 
individual remains unchanged by the transition we call death, 1 he is happily compelled to be to himself priest and king, and 
but whioh is in reality the gate of life. I that he is subject to the Divine law of Nature only, the

This form of writing is of a piece with automatic painting, I which, if he eternally break, will prove to be hell to him, 
suoh as the larger paintings given automatically through the I but conformity to which is heaven here and hereafter. Is it 
hand of David Duguid and many others, with this difference, I possible for a spirit incarnate to control the hand of a sen- 
that in painting the brain of the sensitive is made use of, I sitive to write 1 Why no t; you are a spirit now, plus a 
while in writing the brain of the medium is left for the I physical body. You are occasionally seen away from that 
owner's use, the spirit controlling the hand only. I cumbrous servant, which is not by any means always obedient

Our m&terialistio friends maintain th a t through the I to your wilL Therefore, seeing that there is a realm of mind, 
physical brain only can thought find expression; or, in other I or rather of spirit, wherein the real man can act, there is no 
words, no brain no intelligence. Well, brains are certainly I reason, tha t we can see, why he may not rap or write, 
much ueeded, or, a t  any rate, a better use of th a t somewhat I If  man were not a spirit now the after-life would be a 
complex organ than a  good many of us exhibit in our I new creation, which would in no way be related to the man 
relations to  people and things around us. I tha t is. But being incarnate, he fails to realise his true

Why, for instance, do we, “  especially in matters I place in the universe of life, consequent on the myths and 
spiritual,1’ ignore our own reason or the use of our own I superstitions taught him in his youth. Materialism is 
brains 1 W hy should we appeal to  priest or prelate—a man I but a rebound from the gross and unnatural claims of 
who was begotten, born, cradled, suckled, nursed, and raised I so-called religious systems, which are more materialistic 
in similar fashion to  the rest of us 1 Because this fellow I than Materialism itself—as witness the doctrine of a physical 
man has been trained to believe in Fable and Fetish, and I resurrection—baptisms, confirmations, burials, with feet to 
wears the millinery of his office, why should we so far ignore I the East, ready to jump up in response to the sound of a 
the use of what little  brains N ature may have given us, to I trum pet—and to make sure of this joyful resurrection the 
be led into a maze of superstition, of which it is well nigh an I subject must be buried in ground that has been consecrated 
impossibility to rid ourselves when reason begins to assert I by the sprinkling of water by a priest. W ell may the 
its power? And, worse still, we perpetuate the evil in the I ministers of mercy on the other side of life try  to awaken us 
persons of our offspring by subjecting them to the orthodox I to see our folly. Truly, we need missionaries from somewhere, 
dogmatism taught in  Church Suuday Schools; and then we I for we are iu a sadly heathenish condition. Reader, ju st 
wonder when they grow up, why they don't follow our I think of it, you are exhorted to flee from the wrath to come, 
freethought ideas. “  Oh,” say some of our mothers, “ it's not I of the danger you are in of having to face an angry GodI 
respectable to send our childreu to  Spiritual Lyceums or I We have more urgent need to flee from the gross 
Secularist schools.” Very well, madam, if Mrs. Grundy and I ignorance by which we are hemmed in, and to be very angry 
the Right Reverend F ather (who, of course, are highly I with ourselves for so long trying, unavailingly, to honour, 
respectable) are to be preferred to  reason and common sense, I serve, and love the hideous caricature of God, which well- 
don’t be surprised a t  the result. I meant ignorance has manufactured for us. Reader, just try

Some years ago I heard a  priest declare th a t he would I to conceive of the Great First Cause creating beings possessed 
rather see a^child without education than tha t his (the child’s) I of unending life, knowing th a t all but a very few of them
soul should be endangered by heretical teaching. Thanks, 1 would be for ever d------ d, and tha t a  place of inconceivable
good priest; you teach freethinkers a  lesson. Let us take I suffering and misery was provided for them, presided over 
care of the little ones if we wish to see brain and intellect I by a  major domo called the Devil; and all * this, and much 
developed, iustead of th a t most pitiable * of all national I more of the same kind of religious teaching many of us have 
spectacles—a priest-ridden people. I been subjected to. Is i t  any wonder tha t we should feel

But about automatic writers and writing, “ who does this I angry a t our bad God makers 1 
writing you speak of”1 Well, if your hand takes it into I Ah w ell! you say tha t sort of teaching is dying out. If 
its head to write a message, without using a single con- I it  is, no thanks to the Church. In  the majority of cases 
volution of your brain, and while you are using tha t brain I where the preacher is in advance of current orthodox opinion, 
jounelf, and the said hand writes th a t the actor, mover, or I he is spotted as being dangerous, and he m ust either keep 
the controller of the hand is so-and-so—of so-and-so—who I on the fence or lose his living.
passed Into another state or mode of existence, on such and I But the relations of the two worlds are beginning to be 
such a date, etc.; that nature, which furnished him with his I better understood, and therein lies the hope of nationalism, 
physical body, had provided him—as she did everybody else I when man will understand that supernatural is a word that 
with a more ethereal body—too ethereal to be ooguised by I should have no place in his vocabulary —that the only mean
time physical senses, but that with certain conditions he can I ing that the word miracle can have is the power man, either 
manipulate matter and force, so as to make known the fact I in this or any other state, has to apply his knowledge to turn 
that he still lives as really as he ever did, and that the idea I the forces of Nature to his use—as, for instance, in the case 
commonly taught about so-called death and after was a I of magnetism and electricity, and in a thousand other ways, 
delusion—what are you going to make of it ? What moves I Only let ns be diligent students of the problems and often 
the hand 1 Now, as to this message given through your brain- I perplexities of life, and we may thus learn that man is destined 
H  hand, what will you do with it 1 Should you accept it all I not for damnation but for salvation—not by blood, but by 

I S  fact I Wo; that's what you would do in case the priest I evolution, physically and spiritually; and that oar duty and
SB you something that you must believe, or be d----- d. I privilege is to give, as we receive, light, for in the giving lies
But in this affair you M want to jbow;* and if you asked ■ the blessing.



" T H E  TW O W O R L D S" P U B L IS H IN G  CO. L IM IT E D ,
OITIOB, 7{in, CORPORATION ITRK8T. MANCHESTER.

H 8. OITfHtVKLL, D im  iiim  a n .
I'ICTICIl LICIC, VioI'O iiaiiiman.

W. T. VIRAIIAM, 
g k o . CIOI.MRU 1C, 
11 FUTON,
W. JOIINHON,
J. 1MCMIWRTON, 

Hon. Trouuror 
SoortUrj ■

Diuicowitn i
T. STM 1C IN,
J, II TKTLOW,
K. TOMLINSON,
Mrs. M. 11. WALLIS.

• T. BROWN.
1C. W. WALLIS.

TH E TWO WORLDS.
The People's Popular Penny Spiritual Paper,

Si’KOiAL Or m i Tu Niw Kradmiui. Wo will lunnly The Two Worlde 
post froo fur 84 Waokw fur Ss. flu.

TRAD! AGENTS.
John IlNvwnnn, Dnnnnjpilo, Miux'linntnr, v, Anion Oomor, London, K.O., and 

M. Iliidifo Mtinel, in Mol | 1C. W. A i.i .rn , 4, Avo MsrU Ia iio . London, 10.0. j 
“• P itm a n , 10, l*Rt«nio*(or How, London, 14,0, | O noiuin V iuknhm, Aiifsl Court, Htrnnd, l/inilmi, W.O. ; J o hn  Hunt, TowiiIuiII Laiio. Loloontur; mid All Nswsvoudoni Aud tns Trnuo gonomlly.

FRIDA r , JAN U ARY 8, 1804.
B D I T O R  AND G K N B K A L  M A N A O B I i ,

E. W . W A L L IS .
ALL COMMUNICATIONS SHOULD DR ADDHES.HRt) TO TUB COMPANY'S 
RROISTRKRD OPPIOR, AT 78a, OORPOHATION BTIIBRT, MANCHESTER.

SPECIAL NOTICE.
BINDING VOL. VI. OF T in t TWO WORLDS,

If friends will solid us tholr papors for Vol. VI., wo shall bo 
ploasod to got thorn bouud up In d o th  oovors, sprinkled 
odgos, with gold lottoring on tho baolc, for 2 s. lloturn 
carriage extra.

Wo can only do tho binding a t this ohoap rate by having 
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COMMENTS AND CUTTINGS.

Dn. Alpiibd R ussel Wallace says somo truo and sug* ! 
gostivo thiugs on woman. Undoubtedly tho fiituro progress 
of tho raoo will dopoud largoly upon the improved soolal 
status, oduontion, and liberty of women. W hat wo want to 
soo is a larger numbor of woinoti notivoly Interested in and 
working for tho onlightonmoiit and emancipation of thoir 
sox. All honour to tho bravo piouoors.

W hat ark S pir itu a lists  doing to advanco tho w ork  wf 
tho Angol World among tho young 1 to furnish thorn the 
truo philosophy of life, unfolding step by stop, ns thoy may 
bo able to dlsoorn it, tho powors, capabilities, and infinite 
possibilities of tho human spirit, and in so doing oalling out 
tho latent forooa of being, developing the intolloot, brighten
ing tho roason, Increasing tho ability and disposition for go id 
works, by rounding out into full proportions ovory faculty of 
tho soul, nnd cultivating the individual modlal powers of tho 
children 1

T bhiuulib T imes Ahmad,— “ We have oome to a groat 
and important crisis in tho world’s history." So says a baud-, 
bill which is being Oiroulatod all ovor tho land. From It we 
loaru th a t 11 Tho signs of the tithes, soolal and political,^ 
oooloslastioal and spiritual, demonstrate t h a t 1 tho aoooptablo 
yoar of tho Lord ’ is drawing to its close, and th a t 1 tho day 
of vongonnoo of our God ’ is fast approaching." Query I 
Who Aro tho moot tru ly  Christian, tho evangelists whooirou- 
late this handbill or tho liboral proaohers who havo outgrown 
everything bu t tho nnmo 1

NRW YEAR'S GREETING.
May holy lutluanos fall that wo may brighten 

Ths lives I<mh blsit this Ntw Year than our owu j 
Botna dtnil tout raltt, or lontly hoart may llghttn,

And oaoh our llttlo plot with low llowsra oruWe.
Than ahull our Mtss in hwvsnly tnnalo ringing 

With noble love shining out bright and wiser 
lUrinouious bland, with Sue dear angola ahiglng 

A hsavouly blessing on the glad New Year.
—IYMW M V‘

Thio IIomio-oiHOLM.—Tho roport of tho results of private1 
liiTONtlgntioii reprinted in this issue should enoourago otiiors 
to go and do likewise. PorSovoranod generally meets with 
Its reward.

Tun Blidnminoh o p  S p ir it u a l is m , ns com p a re d  w ith  tiio 
cold oomfort of Materialism, aro well sot forth by Dr, 1 
Pueblos, whose artiolo makes a good “ reading." Wo Iiitond 
to print something suitable for tho c h a irm a n  to  road on f 
Sunday at tho p u b lic  meeting in every issu e  if possib le .

Volume S iovion.—With this issuo wo oomtnoneo the Now 
Yoar mid tho Suvonth Volume of Our Paper, Seven ii j  
regarded as a mystical uumber. The Bible is full o f “ Novons," 
and tho Thoosophists. to prusorve tho fashion, out man up I  
Into “ seven souls." Whethor or not there is any mystical I  
sign ill oaiioo in tho number matters llttlo , tho practica l foot i  
is oloar. Six youm of usoful labour in tho Cause liavo I  
rapidly passed away, and “ our p ap er"  is more than ovor 
“ tho people’s paper ”; it belongs to tho movement ; it standi ■ 
f>r Spiritualism plain nnd simple, without compromise or I  
surrender j it has won Its way on its morits into tho hearts j 
of Spiritualists, and has become a necessity. No Spiritualist j 
home should bo without it, Wo shall endeavour to malco it « 
still more useful, attruotlvo, varied and in teresting . Our 1 
circulation lias steadily advanced. Our gratoful thanks aro ■ 
duo to hosts of friends, for kindly help; but boforo tho K 
close of Volumo VII. wo wish to soil upwards of sewn 1 
thousand copies weekly to mako the sevens complete. That ii 
tho goal sot before us. It can bo reached if our friends will ■ 
one and nil corporate to that end.

R bv. Aked thinks thoro is need for common honesty I  
among Christians. Uo says that tho Bible oliuraotors worn I 
“ real mon and women," all “ conditioned by tho sumo l| 
limitations, moved by the same impulses, quiokonod by tho H 
same onthusinsm, and Inspired mightily by tho solf*Bamo 1  

Spirit that workoth all things in all." “ Moses and Goorgo I  
Washington, Snmuel nnd Garibaldi, Isaiah and Savonarola, I  
Luko und John Richard Green, Amos and Luther, Paul and I  
Henry Ward Buoohor." “ Knowing these things let us fat/ I  
them. Lot the ploii for common honesty in our dealings with I  
Biblo oliuraotors, Bible sooncs, Bible episodes, bo onoo moro I  
urged. If we cannot; bo theologians, at least wo oan bo I 
honest men [Jttst so]. If wo oannot pay great rogard to fairy I 
talus, at leant wo'oan oontlnue to respect oursolvos." WAo l 
is it ho wants to Bay these things') Who to bo honest 1 Id I 
there a suspicion that ho has not boon as honest as he might [ 
Imvo boon 1 Spiritualists have been honestly saying thoso I 
tilings and rofusing to believe in Christian fairy tales about I  
a Trinity, and an Incarnation, and an Atonement, but thj I 
have boon condemned as heretics. Is Rev. Aked a Christian I I  
If we aro heretics for our outspokenness, what is hoi Is ho I 
honest to retain a Ohristiau pulpit 1

Spirit Photography.—Owing to the New Year holiday! I  
wo aro unable to fully notice Mr. Olondinniug's valuable I  
book “ Tho Voil Lifted: Modern Developments of Spirit I  
Photography; with twelve illustrations." Published by |  
Whittaker and 06., White Mart Street, London, E.O. Mr, I 
Glondiiining has dono his work well, and lias gathered I 
togother a mass of ovidotioo tho cumulative value of whioh I 
is vory strong. Tho illustrations aro oxtromoly interesting I 
and add groatly to tho importance of tho work. Mr. Traill I 
Taylor's rom ark able paper, road bofore the assembled photo* I 
graphors, and published in tho B ritish  Journal o f Photography I 
is given in extensô  as also a roport of of tho disoussion whioh I 
followed. A letter by Rev. H. R. Haweis, M.A., and I
addresses by Mr., Jas. Robertson, of Glasgow, also Mr, I 
Glondiuning's porsonal testimony to tho rosults of his invoati- 1 
gations, constitute a vory able presentation of the onso for I 
spirit photography. Either tho facts are as stated, or tosti- I 
motiy is valueless. Tho modest prioo of tho book, vis., 2b,, I 
should secure for it a circulation of many thousands. Post 
froo 2s. 3d., from 73a, Corporation Street, Mnnohostor,

CmusTiAN Inoonbibtbnoy Rbduicod uy a Pagan.—“You 
send yOur missionaries to Japau, and thoy advise us to bo 
moral and boliove Christianity. We liko to be moral. But I 
our people aro vory perploxod and soraowhat iu doubt about 
their advice. For when we think th a t tho treaty stipulated in 
tho timo of feudalism, when wo wore yet iu our youth, is still 
clung to by tho powerful nations of Christendom l wheu wo 
find th a t ovory year a good many wostorn vessels of softl 
Anburies are smuggled into our seas; when legal ousoi arc

I always deoldod by tho foroign authorities in Japau unfavour* 
ably to u s ; wheu some years ago a Japanese was not allowed 
to outer a university on tho PaolAo ooast of Amerioa beoauit 
of his bolug of,a dtflbront moo ; whon a  fow months ago the



sohool board In San Franolsoo onaotod a regulation that no 1 
J upanoNo should bo allowed to ontor the public sohools there; i 
when liifit voar tho Japanese wore driven out In wholesale 1 
from ono of tho territories of tho United States of America ; I 
when our busluoss mon in San Francisco wore com polled by 
some union not to omploy tho Japanese assistants as 
labourers, but tho Americans ; when thoro aro some in the 
same olty who speak on tho platform against those of us who 
aro already hero ; when there aro many who go in procession 
hoisting lanterns marked 4 Japs must g o ; 4 when the 
Japanoso in tho Hawaiian Islands wero deprived of their 
suffrage t when wo soo some western people in Japan who 
oreot before tho ontranoo of their houses a spooial post upon 
which is tho notice, * No Japanese is allowed to ontor hero, 
just liko a board upon whioh is written 4 No dogs allowed ; 4 

when wo aro in such a situation, notwithstanding tho kind
ness of tho wostorn nations, from one point of view, who sent 
their missionaries to us, th a t wo unintelligent hoathons aro 
embarrassed and hesitate to swallow tho sweat and warm 
liquid of Christianity, will not bo unreasonable. If  suoh aro 
tho Christian othios, well, wo aro perfootly satisfied to bo 
heathen. "— Spoken a t the Reliqioue Congress at Chicago, and 
reported in  the Rdigio-Philoeophical Journal.

AFTER MANY DAYS 
CONVERSION

on,
TO

JAMES HENDERSON'S 
SPIRITUALISM.

Cbaftbr I.

J ambs H bndbrson, an intelligent, truthful, and honest young 
man, was a member of tho Wesleyan denomination, which] 
boasted the greatest membership of any ohapel or ohuroh ini 
Newtown. Ho entered the Wesleyan Sunday sohool when a] 
woo boy, and graduated through all the classes until he 
entered the Young Men's Select Bible Class, under the] 
tuition of tho Rev. Mr. J. Mi Dale, and had ju s t passed at 
the 44 Toaohers’ Examination " with great oredit.

Mr. Henderson had spent many a pleasant evening, in| 
company with a few others, in Mr. Dale’s study, receiving 
instruction in theoretical and historical Christianity, and 
was confident of being able to give good reasons for the faithl 
th a t was in him, and maintain hi» own in an ordinary 
debate.

At tho time our story opens he was much depressed in| 
mind on aooount of a  Miss Florence White, to whom he war 
44 engaged,” and deeply attached. They had both been life l̂ 
lbng Sunday Bohool soholars, and at last became members 
of tho Wesleyan Ohuroh. Ho aspired to be a life-long 
worker in th a t body, and to have a wife who would be a true 
helpmate, ably seconding his efforts, encouraging him when 
weary, oheoring him when sad a t the failure of his best 
efforts, and inspiring him  with renewed hope and courage.j 
The only young woman in the sohool whose mental, moral,] 
and religious nature seemed congenial to hi^ own was Miss 
W hite, who fully reoiprooated his advances. Fpr a few 
months ho had noticed th a t she was gradually becoming less 
and less attaohed to the Christian faith and work, until at 
last she told him, am idst many tears, tha t she oould not 
longer oonsoientiously oontiuue a member of the Wesleyan 
Church, as she was fully oonvinoed of the facts of spirit 
oommunion, and the teachings of the spirits were opposed to 
all the cardinal points of the orthodox faith. For a long 
tim e sho had refused to yield up her dear, preoious Jesus 
aud his atoning blood. By life-long indoctrination it had 
beoome p art of her mental and religious nature to look upon 
his vicarious atonement as a veritable faot, and part of the 
plan of creation.

Mr. Heudersou was greatly pained and Bhookod to find 
tho woman of his ohoioe, of hiB boyhood’s fervid ideal, differ 
with him on th a t whioh lay nearest his heart—religion. He 
debated within himself long and earnestly as to the oourse 
ho should pursue. Should he give her up on a mere m atter 
of faith? Their affootionate natures had become so inter
woven, he folt ho oould not live without her. Lifo would bo 
too dreary, too monotonous, too devoid of aspiration and 
impulso to be tolerable. On tho other hand, oould he make 
her his wife when she no longer believed in tho redeeming 
blood, tho atoning grace, aud the fall of man from the 
perfoot sta te  in whioh Qod had placed him 1 Would not 
suoh a radical difference endanger the peaoe aud happiness 
of their home by proving a bone of oontiuual contention |  
And m ight it  not imperil his own soul by leading him from 
the path  of grace ? Should he follow tho diotates of his

heart or the will of his God 1 Thus the question was con
tinually in his mind, destroying his peace by day, and rob
bing him of sloop by night, until ho determined to waive 
his final decision by resolving to argue tho question with 
her and try  to convince her of her error. Ho would even 
venture to discuss tho mutter with her father, and would 
seek tho aid of his pastor, tho Rev. Mr. D ale; aud think 
himself well repaid if he could only convince them of their 
great mistake and win them book to tho good old faith.

A few words of explanation are due to my readers os to 
how Miss White was led to tho knowledge of the facts of 
Spiritualism, aud thereby lose the respect of her dearest 
friends, and instead of genial greetings receive only their 
oold aud scornful glances, that gave her tho impression that 
they looked upon her as a dangerous person who must bo 
shunned. But beyond all this, the fear of losing the esteem 
and affeotion of her first and only love, Mr. Henderson, 
told no little on her general health and spirits. She bore up 
bravely, aud took comfort in the certain knowledge that, if 
ho misunderstood and condemned her now, he would know 
her better 44 when the mists had rolled away.”

Mr. White, her father, had been a noted worker in the 
Sunday sohool for many years. He was an enthusiast, 
sparing neither time, labour, nor money. He had also been 
a member, and equally devoted to the interests of the parent 
society until Spiritualism demanded bis attention. He has 
beard so many silly and childish reports of its phenomena 
and teachings that he was greatly surprised no one ventured 
to expose the trioks and vain pretensions of which he felt sure 
it was oomposed. And for the want of a better and more 
able man he conscientiously undertook the important task, 
feeling sure of a speedy and easy viotory.

Like many others, however, when he came in actual 
oontact with the manifestations be found, to his discomfiture, 
tha t the public reports were misleading and gross oarioatures 
of the real facts. For weeks and months he applied himself 
most assiduously to the investigation. He diligently sought 
to, aooount for and explain the various phenomena he 
witnessed by the hypotheses th a t were floating on public 
opinion, suoh as electricity, magnetism, odylio force, uncon- 
sotous muscular notion, unconscious cerebration, etc., etc., 
but every one of them were shown to be utterly inadequate 
to account for one-tenth of the phenomena, and a t last he 
reluctantly confessed tha t it did greater violenoe to reason 
and common sense to accept any one of these theories, or all 
of them compounded, than to admit that the phenomena 
were what was claimed for them, viz., the result of the 
notion of human beings.

When his friends heard this, what a change took place 
in  their estimate of bis abilities to come to a rational con
clusion. When he entered on the task they were quite 
oertain he was too wide-awake to be deceived, and that they 
could pu t full confidence in his verdict, no m atter what it 
was. But instead of so doing they remarked, 44 Well, we 
did think Mr. White had more sense than to be so easily 
misled and deceived. He is not the strong-headed and 
acute-minded m&u we took him for.”

The minister and a number of the leading members 
interviewed him with the fixed purpose of inducing him to 
make some statem ent th a t oould go forth to the public whioh 
would throw disoredit on Spiritualism. To add weight to 
their powers of persuasion, they were not slow to hint that 
it  might be to his advantage to aeoede to their wishes, as 
there might be promotion a t the firm where he was employed, 
the head partuer of whioh was a distinguished Wesleyan, to 
all of whioh he aooorded a oourteous hearing, but to their 
entreaties turned a deaf ear. They then endeavoured to 
induoe him to keep his own oouusel about the 44 most dan
gerous Bubjeot of Spiritualism^ and continue, as before, a 
recognised member,” and so save their fashionable and 
powerful body from the great disgrace whioh his avowed 
adhesion to Spiritualism would entail upon them.

But the only answer he deigned to give them was St. 
Paul's iujunotion, 44 Prove all things, and hold fast that 
whioh is good.” iK I  h a v e  investigated,” he added, 44 with a 
set determination to expose the whole thing if I found it a 
fraud aud a delusion; but, as I have proved it to be a faot, 
I  am in honour bound to affirm it before the world. In other 
words, I am going to hold fast to that whioh is good.” His 
visitors aud spiritual adviser left him thoroughly oh&grined 
a t their own failure and a t his obstinacy, vowiug vengeance 
on his head and tho wrath of God, as <( Spiritualism was the 
work of the devij,”

(To be continued.)



LONDON NEWS AND JMOTES.
811 , Camberwell N ew R oad , S.E.—The old year was fittingly 

closed by a  stance, which was well attended. The lessons of the old 
were recounted by our spirit friends who have led us, and the prospects 
of the new, with suitable instructions and encouragements for our 
future guidance. We realised the closing words of the hymn, "  Soft 
rebukes in blessings ended," and the friends separated with mutual 
expressions of goodwill and wishes for the success-of our mission in the 
extension of our work, a collection in aid of whioh closed the proceed* 
ings. We should be glad to receive any subscriptions for the extension 
of the work. The full details of the scheme will be laid before the 
friends a t the Anniversary Service on Jan. 28 .

Forest H ill. 28 , Devonshire Road.—On New Year’s Eve the in
teresting ceremony of the spiritual baptism of Mr. J . J . Vango's (the 
well-known medium) little son took place, and a largo attendance from 
different districts of London took part in the ceremony. Flowers and 
toys were copiously displayed in order to  immortalise an event whioh 
was to be for all time, a red-letter day in not alone the lives of the 
parents, but in th a t of the child, who was the recipient of a special and 
significant spiritual influx. Mrs. Bliss, controlled by “ Abraham L in
coln,”  taking the child in her arms, administered the sacrament of 
baptism. The scene was exceedingly impressive. Amid a bower of 
pure flowerets the little spirit soul received his name—the immortal 
sign, “ Snowdrop," and the material name through which henceforth in 
t h e  w o r ld  before him he will be known. The control dwelt upon the 
beauty of sp irit life and spiritual force, and urged in tender admonition 
th a t all should' shine in the spirit life, th a t children should be spiritually 
reared and trained. He addressed some telling remarks to  the parents, 
RDd expressed himself gratified in returning to-perform so im portant a 
function, wbich should be an impetus to  all unorthodox Spiritualists to 
"go  and do likewise." Another very sweet control was "Vigo,” Mrs. 
Bliss's personal guide, who gave a delightful description of the beautiful 
appearance of the rooms from the spiritual side during the ceremony. 
Mr. Vango's guides expressed themselves as "overwhelm ed” by the 
proceedings, but grateful to all who had taken such good part for 
the spiritual weal of the little child. A very artistic double sheet cer
tificate, designed in pen and ink (coloured), was presented by Mr. 
Archibald Gray, upon which a t the close of the service some fifty signa
tures were affixed, as a testimony of the event. Votes of ,thanks were 
then passed, all being well satisfied. This is bu t another link in the 
chain of spiritual beatitudes. May many others follow to  lengthen the 
immortal whole. We feel glad—nay more, we are thankful one and all, 
as a brotherhood, th a t such ceremonies are making headway. We now 
hope for more, and not alone baptisms, b u t spiritual marriages and 
spiritual funerals. This will come, for the time is a t  hand. A band- 
some Ohristmas cake was presented by Mrs. Vincent Bliss to  Mr. J . J . 
Vango’s little son. This took a conspicuous part amid the flowers. A 
glorious New Year to all.

Mabylkbonb. Spiritual Hall, 80 , High Street, W.—A very 
pleasant evening j Mr. Wallace (the respected pioneer medium) made 
many excellent remarks. We hope to arrange for him to lecture very 
soon. Miss Vincent’s pertinent and well chosen comments anent 
Spiritualism and its workers were characterised with all her wonted 
ability and clearness. Our hardworking treasurer, Mr. J. Edwards, 
also spoke most appropriately.—L. H. R.

Paddington. 227, Sbirland Road.—On Saturday night a most 
successful meeting of the Spiritualists’ Provident Society took place, 
several useful articles being sold, the profits going to the fund. This 
society is formed for the purpose of providing its members with home, 
food, clothing, and such employment ai will be conducive to health and 
long life after sixty years of age. Applications to be made to T. 0. 
West. Sunday, at 7, Readings. Wednesday, 8, Circle. Saturday, 8,
S.P.S. Tea meeting on the 14th.

Shepherd's B ush, W. 14, Orchard Road, Askew Road.— 8 1 : 
Short addresses were delivered by the inspirers of Mr. Wyndoe, Mr. 
Drake, and Mr. Mason upon "Jesus; his life and teaching," and "A 
Spiritual Summary of the Dying Year.” A very instructive meeting.

Stratford.—Mr. J. Veitch reviewed the past year. He dealt with 
thought, social and political questions, results of controversies between 
capital and labour. Biblical or any other authority must be sifted. 
Religious toleration was proved to be increasing, as evidenced by the 
Parliament of Religions at Ghioago. Christians begin to see that all 
religions stand upon the same basis, and each have their own value. He 
rejoiced in the growing liberality towards Spiritualism and free thought, 
and the wonderful additions to our literature, and claimed tha t these 
successes give us encouragement to press forwai d in the coming year.

811, Oambibwxll N iw  Road, S.E.—"  Should Mediums be Total 
Abstainers 7" a question for Spiritualists, on Tuesday, Jan. 0, a t 8-80. 
Questions and discussion. All friends welcome. General assembly 
of members and election of officers on Sunday, 14th, a t 8-80. Anni
versary service and stances on 28tb, and tea and social festival on Tues
day, 80th, at 0*80. Tickets ninepence.

102, Cahbibwsll Road, S.E.—At Mrs. Clark’s, Mrs, Ashton 
Bingham will recite " Words and Deeds." and speak on a subject from 
the audience on Sunday, Jan. 7, a t 7-80 p.m.

M a rylebors, Spiritual Hall. 80, High Street.*—On Sunday, Jan. 
7tb, a t 7 p.m.. Mr. J. J. Morse, “ Human Duties versus Heavenly Joys." 
Clairvoyance by Miss McOreadie.

Mouaa’e Library, 20, Osneburgh Street, Regent's Park. N.W.— 
Friday, Jan. 5, 8 p.m., an evening with the " Strolling Player,’’followed 
with olairvoyanoe by Miss McOreadie. Admission free. Collection. 
Entire proceeds to funds of Merylebone Association.

S ooth  L ondon S pir itu a list  M issio n . 811, Camberwell New 
Road. B.E.—-Half-yearly general meeting on Jen. 14, a t 8*80. All 
members should attend. Important business.

3—On Christ mas morning, a t  Emmanuel Ohuroh, 
Camberwell Rood, Misa Jane Perry, aldost daughter of Mr. J. W. 
Perry, of 811, Camberwell New ltuad, to Mr. W. G. Coots. [Mr. and 
Mrs. Ooote have our hearty gool wLhes.)

A BuiY Bib  Ajsooiation of useful ones Is in formation, to gather 
Uoney everywhere, and glva It when needed here or there. A number

of individuals, B. B’s, make a practice of putting a penny away every 
first day (Sunday) morning as a pledge of unity in the family of the 
brotherhood and sisterhood. 1 believe in keeping our sisters equally to 
the front with ourselves, for they are quite os needed and useful in 
generating light in the darkness of sooinl life. Next Sunday will be 
the first in the new year, and the beginning of'Subscription of a peony 
per week. Should any of your readers be inclined to unite with us we 
shall be very glad to hear from them. Address J. M. Dale, 80, Church 
Street, Marylebone, N.W.

MANCHESTER AND SALFORD.
Ardwick. Tipping Street.—Dec. 24 : Afternoon, Mr. J. B. Tetlow 

answered questions from the audience. Evening subject, "W hat do 
you believe ? " Our friend was remarkably accurate with his psycho
metric delineations. Deo. 27: Circle fairly well attended. We had 
our old friend Mrs. Hyde for the first time after, her illness. Her 
brother, Mr. Warwick, opened the circle by giving several psychometric 
tests. Mrs. Hyde gave clairvoyance. A very pleasant evening. Dec. 
81: Two very good discourses from the controls of Mr. R. A. Brown— 
very appropriate for New Year’s Eve. Wednesday, Jan. 10: Miss 
Cotterill will be with us.

O o l l y h u r s t . Psychological Hall.—Attendance good. Recitations 
by Misses Emily and May Pollock. Officers elected: Conductor, Mr.
T. Taylor; sub-conductor, Miss A. Cooling; secretary, Mr. E. White- 
head ; treasurer, Mr. W. Cooling ; guardian, Mr. A. Howell; leaders of 
calisthenics, Messrs. Parkinson and Em m ott; musical director, Miss 
Ashworth. Group leaders : Fountain, Miss K a y  ; Stream, Miss Pollard ; 
River, Mr. H yde; Shore, Mr. J. Robinson*. Discussion open. Jan. 1 : 
Annual party. Upwards of 80 Lyceumists and leaders sat down to tea, 
afer wbich several excellent recitations and songs were well rendered by 
Willie Ashworth, Lottie, Bertie, and Pollie Whitehead, Sarah Lawrance, 
Ada Gardner, Emily and May Pollock, Mr. Hyde, Mr. A. and Miss A,

, Stanistreef, Sissey Wilson, Matilda Jones, and Richard Haggitt. A 
very merry and pleasant evening. [See " Received Late.”]

H ulme. J  unction Street.—A little good news. Thursday last we had 
a splendid oirole. The conditions were grand, and good work was done 
both in clairvoyance and psychometry. I saw as many as eight young 
mediums under control, and our sister Mrs. Eastwood was completely 
under the influence, and we hope shortly to have her speaking. Bro. 
William Lamb was a t his post in good time and full of work, 38 present. 
Sunday evening we had 54 present, including many respectable visitors 
who came for light, which was afforded them. I  never sat in a better 
circle with more sympathy and unity. Our old friends, Mr. and Mrs. 
Hesketh, did good work, Mrs. Frank Taylor le t her light shine 
brilliantly, Mr. and Mrs. Liddard, of Clayton, gave some very striking 
clairvoyant tests, Mrs. Ashcroft is developing into a very good impres- 
sional medium, and many others whose names I  do not know. To add 
to our harmony and conditions our talented friend and sister, Miss L. 
Goodall, took her seat a t the organ, and the singing was led by Mrs. 
William Lamb. Taking everything into consideration we are making 
great progress. Monday evening next, a t 8-30, Mrs. Humes will sp.eak- 
Thursday night at 8 p.m., public circle.—Thomas Dabbs, ass. sec.

Ofenbhaw. Granville Hall.—Dec. 17, Mr. R. A. BroWn’s able 
discourse on " Human Redemption ” gave great satisfaction to a crowded 
room. 24th, Madame Henry on " Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the 
world two thousand years ago, and Spiritualism, the saviour of the world 
a t the present time ” was listened to very attentively. Good psychometry. 
81st, Mrs. Dixon’s guides spoke for a little while on the showman, who 
is coming to Openshaw, and discoursed on “ Spiritualism, past and 
present).’’ Excellent psychometry.

Pendleton. Cobden Street.—31st, Mr. W. Johnson gave grand 
inspirational addresses, " The dawn of day, or the new dispensation," 
" Death in the light of Spiritualism.” Spiritualism brings you face to 
face with facts, and teaches how to live. The different tests one sees 
and hears make death lose its terrors. We plead for a religion of 
happiness. The world of spirit proves man’s continuity to every soul. 
Two questions from the audience very ably answered.—H. T.

Wanted (Tipping Street), an efficient organist (small premium 
given), a lady or gentleman who will be able to attend the meetings 
and willing to assist in the choir. All applications to be sent to Mr. G. 
Hill, 93, Brunswick Street, Chorlton-on-Medlock.

Tipping Strebt Band of Hope.—Monday, January 8, Mr. 
Weaver will speak and sing temperance songs of bis own composing, 
He is guaranteed to keep the audience merry. Miss Maslin, Messrs. 
Braham and Leigh will also give Bongs, duets, recitations, &o. 
Admission, adults, 2d., children under 14, Id. Friends, help us.

Oollyhurst Road.—Grand Entertainment by Lyceum Glee 
P a rty ; living waxworks and tableaux vivanta; glees, songs, and 
music. Saturday, Monday, and Tuesday, Jan. 0, 8, and 9, at 7-80 
prompt. Admission by programme, 8d.

PLATFORM RECORD.
[Reports must be as brief a t possible and delivered at this office by the 

riR S T  post on Tuesday to secure insertion. Correspondents are 
responsible for the statements they make, n o t  the Editor.']

Ashton.—Dec. 81 ; Mr. Wilfred Rooke spoke on " Spiritualism,” 
and " The Religion of Freedom," and g a v e  an impromptu p o e m .

A t t  erg liver .—Deo. 3 1 :  Mr. C . Shaw’s g u i d e s  d e a l t  w i t h  q u e s t i o n s  
from t h e  audience i n  a remarkably clear manner, g i v i n g  e n t i r e  S a t is 
faction. Clairvoyance good.

Barnoldswiok. —Dec. 8 1 : Mr. Sanders spoke on "S hall wegatber 
a t the river f ’’ and " Spiritualism, the Coming Religion,” highly inter
esting to the large audiences. Clairvoyance all recognised.

Barrow. Psychological Hall.-—Dec. 17 : Pastor C. King gave a 
splendid moral lesson on "T he Angel in the M arble;” and, a t 8 p.m., 
a splendid address on "T he Golden Ladder.” Monday, on "T he Silver 
King.” I t  was a feast, and well worbli our notice. On Tuesday be 
lectured on " Faust." With darkness, degradation, pomp, pride, and 
lust, drinking, gambling came the house of misery, toe conscience we 
gall heU. The emotions of all were deeply stirred. Pastor 0, King, of



82, Swioless Street, BrioclifFe Rond, Burnley, in new on our platform, 1 
although he hag been investigating Spiritualism for many years. He 
has now pronounced himself an out and out Spiritualist, and intends 
working in the cause. The lectures are dramatic. He came many years 
ago from the Btage to the pulp:t, and has been a tnissioner, preacher, 
and temperance lecturer. The Church and his views did not agree, his 
views being too broad. Our brother is capable of doing a great work in 
Spiritualism. He can drive the nail home. He can be taken by the 
hand, and with all due respect called a true friend to humanity as a |  
moral teacher. We are proud of him and sincerely recommend him, 
and trust he will have trial engagements. Once ho is tried he will be 
engaged again and again. He will be a t home as a Revivalist in 
Spiritualism.—T. Holden, sec.

B ir m in g h a m . Oozells Street.—Dec. 31 : Mrs. Knibbs’ guides gave 
a very pleasing and persuasive address on “ Ministering Angels,” 
Being her first public address it was attended by a large audience of 
Spiritualists and strangers, who showed their approval in a substantial 
way by doubling the amount of the usual collection. Miss Divies 
kindly officiated at the harmonium, and rendered a beautiful solo, the 
audience joining in the chorus. Mr. Knibbs, chairman, gave successful 
p-ychometry. Next Sunday, Mrs. Barr, of Walsall. Dec. 11: Annual 
tea and entertainment, a t Duddeston Ward Hall. The attendance 
was one of the best, over 200 sat down to tea, a large number coming 
in afterwards for the very successful entertainment. A number of 
very able amateurs gave singing, reciting, sketches, and character im
personations. The sbar of the evening was Mr. Q. Cooke, who, in
addition to being a good singer, played quite a number of instruments!__
with capital taste. He has the happy knack of saying amusing 
things without vulgarity, and was heartily encored, his musical 
imitation of a crying baby causing roars of laughter. The committee 
thank one and all for the very willing help rendered, and hope to be 
allowed to call on many of the ftiends again, as arrangements are being 
made for repetition of one of the be-it concerts we have ever held.

B lackburn . Freckleton Street.— D«jc. 23, at the choir’s annual 
tea party, a substantial meat tea was provided and. a miscellaneous 
entertainment given, consisting of glees, songs, readings, etc., by the 
choir and friends, interspersed with dancing. Pleasant evening spent.

B lackpool. Albert Road Society.—Mr. Bealey gave two splendid 
addresses. Room crowded. Next Sunday Mrs. Horro.:ks, trance and 
clairvoyant, a t 2-80 and 6-30 p.m. Mediums, who will give their services 
■ for expenses only, please communicate open dates to J. H. Williams, 
Gaunce Street, Blackpool. Mediums engaged can be entertained until 
the Tuesday.

B olton. Bradford Street.—Pleased to welcome Miss Walker, who 
gave excellent satisfaction in her discourses on “ The death-roll of the 
year,” and “ Spiritualism, the religion of the past, present, and future.” 
Good clairvoyance, nearly all being recognised. Mr. Ormerod (whom I 
am pleased to say has accepted re-election), chairman ; Mr. Wainwright, 
the newly-elected secretary, presiding a t the harmonium.—B. T.

B r a d f o r d . Lower Temperance Hall, Leeds Road.—31, Splendid 
meetings afternoon and evening. Our brother, Mr. Marsden, seeing we 
had been disappointed, came ta»our aid and delivered grand discourses, 
showing plainly what pure Spiritualism really is, that it was something 
good to live by, and when passing on to the summer-land, it would not 
leave us in doubt as to the future.

B r a d f o r d . 448, Manchester Road.—Mrs. Ramsden’s guides 
spoke admirably on “ No one cares for m<V' and “ Life is onward, prize 
it.” Clairvoyance very good.

B r a d f o r d . St. James’s.—Very nice and practical discourses, 
followed by successful clairvoyance, by Mrs. Mason and her guides.

"B riqhouse. Dec. 23: About 140 sat down to tea. Our Christmas 
Day sale of work, Christmas tree, and B o cia l was very well patronised 
in the evening. Stall, ladies’ drapery, Mrs. Kilburn and Mrs. Bentley; 
fancy stall, Mrs. Brook and Mrs. Waterhouse; refreshment s t a l l ,  Mm. 
Beverley and Mrs. Sunderland ; Christmas tree, Mrs. Walker; bran 
tub, Mrs. M itchell; fairy pool, Messrs. F. Barrowclough, H. Brook, and 
A. Bentley ; galvanic battery, Mr. Shillitoe. Miss M. Wood played at 
intervals for dancing. 31: Mrs. Midgeley’s guides gave two good 
practical discourses on “ For all Thy gifts we praise Thee, Lord,” and 
“ Religion.” Listened to with rapt attention by a very intelligent 
audience. Clairvoyance good.—O.S.B.

B u r n l e y . Hammerton Street.—31st, Mr. Davis and Miss Bailey 
were our speakers for the day. The clairvoyance and psychometry was 
very good. A Christmas Tree and Sale of Work in aid of the building 
fund. There were three stalls, also a gipsy tent superintended by Mrs. 
Dixon. Mrs. Pickup and Mrs. Hartley had charge of a clothing stall, 
and Mrs. Pickles and Mrs. Bailey attended to a refreshment stall. 
The deoorations were carried out under the superintendence of Mr. J. 
Richmond. In the unavoidable absence of Councillor Buys, the opening 
ceremony was performed by Mr. Mason. Mr. J. Nuttall presided. 
During the sale Professor Brunton gave a ventriloquial exhibition, and 
the choir under Mr. J . Richmond gave glees. The tea party on 
Monday was attended by close on 400 persons. Amongst those who 
took part in the entertainment were Misses M. and A. Newell, G. 
Ashworth, M. A. Barlow, G. Whithall, and Masters J. Richmond 
and W. Dean. Mr. Thomas HargreaveB presided at the piano. The 
gathering was one of the most successful tha t has been neld a t this 
place.

B u r n l e y . 102, Padiham Road.—Mrs Hayes’ guides gave excellent 
discourses, especially a t night. “ Spiritualism a Reformation.” Clair
voyance. Many strangers seemed to appreciate our teaching.

B u r n ley . Guy Street.—Miss Gartside, of Rochdale, gave good 
addresses and excellent clairvoyance. Large audience.

B u rnley .—Robinson Street.—Miss Putefield absent through a 
severe cold ; our local friends, Mr. and Mrs. Emmott, kindly filled the 
vacant place. Mr. Emmott’s guides gave suitable addresses on “ God 
is Love ” and <( Are we not brothers all ? ” Mrs. Emmott gave success
ful psychometry. I  earnestly hope that Miss Patefield’s absence from 
the rostrum may be of short duration.—W. H.

Bury.— December 24 : Miss McCreadie. 2 5 th : One hundred and 
twenty persons sab down to tea. Afterwards a good programme was 
gone through, 8 1 s t: Mr. Pilkington addressed us on " Auroplasm ” 
and “ The Beginning of Life,” Mrs. Horrooks giving phenomena*—A.N.

Cardiff.—Mr. F. B. Chadwick gave an able and pungent adddress

upon “ Saints and Sinners.” After-stance for physical manifestations 
with good results.—E . A.

C o l n e .— L o c a l  s e rv ic e s , a n d  a  v e r y  g o o d  d a y  w i th  o u r  m e d iu m .
Miss Bird gave a reading. Miss Manley gave splendid clairvoyance.
Miss Manley is axlever medium. Evening : Mr. Lovell read a poem, 
and instead of a discourse he read “ Has man a soul ? ” Clairvoyance 
by Mr. T. Christian, Colne, and Miss Taylor, late of Rochdale, very 
remarkable. Fair audiences.

D e w s b u r y . 8, Cliffe Street.—Sunday last, Mrs. J .  M . Smith’s 
speaking and clairvoyance gave general satisfaction. Questions were 
submitted by the audience to which very good expositions were given.

F e l l in g . Hall of Progress.—Dec. 2 3  : Our annual tea and con
cert. A good company were catered for by Mrs. Harland with goods of 
the very best quality. Great credit is due to her and Mrs. Winlow, 
who kindly assisted. Mr*. Jos. Hall presided, and Mr. Plews and 

I daughter, M. Pearson, Mr. Fenwick, Mr. Stansheld, and Miss Bramweil 
I gave the entertainment, Mr. Plews very efficiently presided a t the 
I organ, accompanied by Mr. W, Hall, our president’s son. All were 
i highly applauded. A hearty vote of thanks to all who helped. Dancing 
1 followed. 24  : Mr. J . E. Wright, of South Shields, was accompanied by 

Mrs. Young. Mr. W right gave a short pithy address, and was greatly 
applauded. Our lady friend gave a striking address, reminding all of 
their duty to help to spread this great tru th , followed by some excellent 
clairvoyance, 16  being fully recognised, hoping i t  will not be long 
before we have them both again. 3 1 : Mr. Jos. Beck, of West Pel ton, 
accompanied by Mr. Walton, of South Pelton, who bids fair to make a 
good speaker. He is under the care of that energetic veteran, Mr. Beck.
He gave general satisfaction on “ The Immortality of Man.” M r. Beck 
followed, and was highly applauded. Hearty thanks were awarded to 
both. A' coffee supper followed, and we had a good meeting after. 
Clairvoyance by Miss Latimer, Mrs. Winlow, and Mr. J .  Wilson. Our 
president, Mr. Hall, very ably reviewed the old year, and hoped 
there would also be a great work done in 1894 . Followed by Mr, Beck,
Mr. Walton, and Mr. J . Wilson. Jan. 7 : Mr. J. Clare will be with us.
I t  being the 7 1 st anniversary of your humble servant’s birthday he has 
kindly prepared a special service for the occasion.—J. Dobson, 10 , 
Elswick Street, Gateshead.

F oleshill. Edgwick.—Dec. 2 4 : Our esteemed friend, Mr. W. H. 
Grant (who has been away to America for 15  months and at the 
World’s Fair), dealt with a subject from the audience—“ If Spiritualism 
is true, of what benefit is i t  to  humanity ?”—in a masterly manner, aod 
gave satisfaction to  all. 2 6 t h : We had a tea to commemorate the 

| return of our brother, after which an entertainment took place. 
Recitations, songs, and readings were given after, and the young people 
had a dance, led by violins and flute, which they all seemed to enjoy. 
We wish to publicly thank our old and respected friend, Mr. J . Pickering, 
of Norwood, for the handsome present of a most beautiful silver-plated 
table tea-urn, inscribed with the name of oar society. 31s t : Our local 
mediums were controlled by friends of the sitters, which was in some 
cases very affecting, and a most interesting meeting closed the year 
1 8 9 3 .—E. W.

H a l if a x .—Special Christmas services on Sunday, our esteemed 
friend, Mr. J . W. Sutcliffe, kindly taking the place of Mr. J . S . Scbutt, 
who was compelled to disappoint us. On Tuesday, a t a grand tea, the 
room was crowded. After tea, the Lyceum String Band played choice 
selections of dance music, under the able conductorship of Mr. Wilby, 
which was much appreciated. Sunday last, moderate audiences listened 
to  Mrs. Crossley’s guides on “ The pure in heart.” Excellent clair
voyance ; full names were given in a few cases. Many strangers present.

H o l u n w o o d .—Dec. 2 5  : Tea party and entertainment. Our place 
was filled, all thoroughly enjoying themselves PJay party for Lyceum 
on 3 0 th, the children having a good time. 3 1 : Mr. Murray spoke on 
“ The Advantages of Spiritualism,” and “ Is Christ the Son of God f ” 
Both treated in a matter-of-fact manner. Discussion followed.—E. D.

H u n s l b t .— 31  : Mr. Todd gave excellent discourses on “ Weighed 
in the balance and found wanting.” Clairvoyance very clear.

Hyde. Edna S treet—3 1 : Mrs. Stair gave excellent discourses on 
“ Christmas Time ” ; evening, “ Religion : What is i t  ? ” Impromptu 
poems on “ Vanity,” “ Truth,” and “ Greed.” A spiritual treat at 
both services. Grand finish up of the old year.

K e ig h l e y . East Parade.—Dec. 81  : Mr. and Mrs. Geo.- Galley 
gave good psychometry and clairvoyance. Evening, to a packed and 
interested congregation, psychometry and clairvoyance by Mr. Geo, 
Galley and Mr. Essam was exceptionally good, the descriptions being 
nearly all accepted.—A. B.

L eicester . Liberal Club, Town Hall Square.—Dec. 2 6 : Our old 
friend, Mr. Clark, celebrated his silver wedding, and gave a tea for the 
benefit of the society. Invitations were sent to several co-workers, and 
hose unable to pay were not forgotten. Several Northampton friends 
were with us, and 1 3 0  members and friends enjoyed the tea. At 6-30  
the chairman, Mr. Chaplin, performed a very pleasant duty, viz., the 
presentation to Mr. and Mrs. Clark by Mr. Ward, assisted by Mrs. 
Walker (the Northampton friends) of a handsome pair of pictures. 
There were also present from Northampton Mr. Walker, Mrs. Ward, 
Mr. and Mrs. Faulkner, Mr. Grayson, and several others. Mr. Clark in 
aoceptiug the present expressed his satisfaction and surprise, and said 
he would ever regard that night as one of the happiest he had ever 
spent. He could nob find words to express all that he felt, but he 
assured them he was more than pleased with the present, and he hoped 
his children would keep the pictures with as much regard when he 
was called from amonst them. A very nice programme was arranged 
by Mrs. Will Huish, the following ladies and gentlemen taking part: 
Solos by Mr. Kirby, Mr. and Mrs. Smith, Miss Mabel Smith, Mrs. 
Faulkner, Mr. Ward, Miss Morris, and Mrs. Shephard. Recitations by 
Mr. Pinkney, Miss Clark, Miss E. Smith, Master Smith, and Miss 
Pound. The comic element was supplied by Mr. Will Huish. Miss 
Mabel Smith presided ab the piano. Mr. Chaplin moved “ that the 
best thanks and wishes of the meeting be given to Mr. and Mrs. Clark; ” 
seconded by Mr. Roberts, and carried unanimously. Mr. Clark, on 
behalf of himself and family, made some very encouraging remarks, and 
thus ended a very pleasant and sociable evening. On Sunday, Mr. J. J. 
Morse, of London, delivered two trance addresses on “ Whab man owes 
bo man,” and “ Our losses and gains,” which were much applauded by 
bhe crowded audience.



M jllom .— December 2 6 : Annual tea and entertainment. The 
most pleasant and successful ever held. We were delighted to have a| 
party of Barrow friends, and tru s t th a t i t  may be the forerunner of 
many such pleasant gatherings. Ou Saturday a special tea was welll 
patronised. In the meantime a Christmas tree was arranged, w ith  
suitable presents for the Lyceum children, the result of our indefa til 
gable conductor, Hr. R. Tyson, and which were subsequently drawn] 
for, to universal satisfaction. The children enjoyed themselves to] 
‘their hearts’ content. On New T ears  Eve a  service of song entitled! 
‘ R est a t Last,” was efficiently and effectively rendered by th e  Lyceum,! 
choir. We had no t as large a  gathering as i t  deserved, b u t hope to] 
give it again, when i t  will be more widely advertised. We are greatly  
indebted to Mr. E . C. Taylor, who generously provided and presented] 
the copies of the service of song to  the society. Saturday n e x tj 
annual meeting, presentation of accounts, election of officers, a t  7  p.mfl 
Business of importance, all members kindly attend. On Sunday, MrJ
H. J . Taylor. Subject, “ Miracles, anoient and modern.” A ll welcomel

N e l s o n . Bradley Fold.—A good day of clairvoyance with Mrs.] 
Foran. Good audience.—D. H. B.

N e w c a s t l e - o n - T t n e .—Dec. 3 1 : Mrs. H . H. Wallis, of Manchester,! 
gave addresses on “ W hat are we teaching ? ” also “ Facts and fancies] 
concerning the spirit world,” which gave every satisfaction, followed in  
each case by clairvoyance which was very satisfactory, especially the 
last two cases, which gave the most marked evidence of sp irit identity.!

N e w p o r t  (M on . )  Portland S tre e t—Dec. 2 4  : Mr. F. T. Hodson’sl 
g u id e s  spoke on “ The laws of revolution.” 31  : Subjects from th e l 
audience ably treated. “ I  am  the resurrection and the life, and when 
H e who is our life shall appear, then shall we also appear w ith Him in 
Glory. “ Why should I  have such an inclination for Spiritualism ? ” 
At 1 1 -8 0  p.m. several sp irit friends controlled Mr. F. T. HodaonJ 
wishing us every success for the coming year.—W. H. Jones.

N e w p o r t  (M o n . )  Spiritual Institute.—An address by MrJ 
Wayland’s guides, 1 Follow after tru th .”

N o r th  S h ie l d s .— Dec. 17 r Mr. Huggins gave his experience in a] 
very striking manner. ' 24: Mr. J. J. Curry spoke on “ Occultism and! 
psychometry,” very good. 80: Mr. Lashbrooke gave a  most beautiful] 
and eloquent address on “ The great mystery of Time and Eternity.” I 

N o t t in g h a m . Morley HalL—31 : After two Sundays* absence, 
from illness, Mrs. Barnes, under the influence of her controls, every 
trace of weakness disappeared, delivered an address with unusual vigour, 
one of the best we have heard. From the Chairman’s reading the 
words were selected, “ Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and 
Him only shalt thou obey.” The fulfilment of this injunction would 
be good both for time and eternity. The lesson had an application to 
all who were seeking to  live the higher life.—J. W. B.

Oldham . Temple.—Mrs. Hyde with us, though physically weak 
was strong in sp irit; gave short addresses and good clairvoyance. All 
members are requested to attend an important members meeting, on 
Wednesday, Jan. 10, at 7-30. Splendid P.S.A. programme next 
Sunday. Trio party, first class music. 6-30, Mr. T. Postlethwaite, 
psychometrist, of Rochdale.

O ld h a m . Bartlam Place.—Dec. 25: Mr. Mayoh’s guides gave good 
discourses and answered questions. 31: Mr. Sutcliffe lectured on 
“ Spiritualism—the gateway to knowledge,*’ and “ Consider.” Good 
psychometry.—A. W.

P reston.—Dec. 17: Mr. Lomax gave two good addresses, followed 
by very good clairvoyance. The Chinese control delivered a  poem in 
the Chinese language, the invocation was also in the Chinese language.
24 : In the absence of Mr. Metcalf, Mr. Phillips, of Cardiff kindly 
spoke, and delivered two very good addresses indeed. We hope to hear 
him again ere long. Dec. 26: Our first tea party. A goodly number 
sat down to tea. An excellent entertainment of songs and recitations, 
etc., was given by Misses Derbyshire, Birkbeck, and Pearson, and Messrs. 
Walton, Fleetwood, Banks, and Ogle. 31 : We had the marvellous 
psychometrist, Mr. Edwards, from Blackburn, who gave two good 
addresses, and very successful psychometry. Good audiences have been 
the rule, and our society is going ahead.

R o c hd a le . Penn Street, Dec. 24, Mr. G. F. Manning spoke well 
on “  Our Sainted Dead,” and “ Bethlehem’s Babe; God's Mercy to  Man.” 
Clairvoyance and psychometry very good. 3 1 : Successful public 
circles. Room crowded a t n igh t During the day the following 
mediums were present: Mesdames Sm ith and Horridge, Misses Hartley, 
Orossley, and Ethel Barlow, Messrs. Crossley, Thompson, Hollows, and 
Sohofield, also a few others in different parts of the room. The ladies* 
committee request friends who have cards out belonging to the sale of 
work to please send them  in as early as possible. Saturday next, Jan.
6, members' quarterly meeting, a t  6-30. We hope every member will 
be present Election of officers, passing the accounts, and any other 
business th a t might be brought forward. Jan. 7, anniversary services,
My. Manning, speaker.—A. 8 .

Rochdale. Regent HalL—Mr. J .  B. Tetlow gave addresses to 
moderately large audiences on “ M atter and Spirit,” and “ W hat do you 
believe ? ** His style of expounding his subjects is so plain and 
rational that a child can understand. Mr. Tetlow- has made a decided 
improvement sinoe last we heard him. Psychometry tolerably 
successful.—J. B.

R ochdale. Water Street.—A very good day with Miss Venables. 
Jan. 7 :  Lyceum anniversary a t 10 o’clock, an address to  scholars, 
parents and friends, by Mr. Peter Lee. Speaker, a t 3 and 6-80, Mr. 
Inman.

R otton.—Mrs. Warwick discoursed to very good audiences, and 
gave clairvoyant descriptions to the satisfaction of a lt Dec. 80: 
Members’ annual meeting and election. President, Mr. Wm. Ohisnall; 
vice-presidents, Messrs. Jaa. Ogden and W. Hy. Mills ; secretary, Mr. 
Chisnall; assistant secretary, Jaa. W. Armitage; treasurer, Mr.
Rd. Chadwick ; book steward, Mr. Thoa. Calverley; committee, Messrs.
J. Eller, C. Birch, Hiram and Wolfenden; Mesdames Collinge and 
Harvey, and Miss Mary E. Taylor, along with the officers.

Stockport.—Deo. 24 : Mr. Hesketh gave good discourses. 2 5 :
Tea party and entertainment a success; 150 to tea, 300 to enbertain- 

a meut. 81: Mr. Ranken, a local friend, did remarkably well for his 
! first platform appearance. N ight: Mr. Ranken and Mr. Rowcroft 
■poke, and Mrs. Crook, of Hyde, gave clairvoyance. Half-yearly meet
ing—Elected, in addition to a full staff: President, Mr. Ford \ Corre

sponding secretory, Mr. T. Edwards, 16, Stopford Street, Edgeley, 
Stockport.—T. E.

W a k e f i e l d . Bars tow Square.—Deo. 24 : A thoroughly profitable 
day with Mr. and Mrs. Galley ; clairvoyance and psychometry excellent. 
Evening, by desire, a  beautiful and telling address ou “ Spirit Com-. 
munion ” was much appreciated. 31 : Our friend Olliffe’s guides gave 
us a grand trea t on “ The benefit and consolation derived from Spiri
tualism,” and “ Spiritualism, what is it, and how to find and prove it.” 
Very eloquently treated. We are always benefited by Mr. Olliffe’s 
spiritual philosophy.—J. M.

W a l s a l l . Central Hall.—Dec. 24: Mr. Findlay, of Smethwick, 
gave a very interesting address on “ Seasonable Fare ; ” much enjoyed. 
31: Mrs. Groom gave a telling address to a good audience on “ There is 
no death.” Her clairvoyant descriptions were most marked, as details 
were given, and 12 out of 14 were recognised. Old and new friends 
seemed reluctant to leave one of the most harmonious meetings it has 
been my lot to attend in 1893. We tru st the New Year will be one of 
harmony and prosperous work for the cause. Our old friend Mr. E. W. 
Wallis opens the New Year for us, when old and new friends are anxious 
to meet him.

W is b e c h . Public Hall.—Mr. Ward delivered au interesting address 
on “ Some of the reasons why people suffer from the wrong doing of 
others.” He showed how the sins of parents are inherited by their 
children, and how many people were brought into trouble by the mis
deeds of others. For the lesson Mr. Weaver read the objects of the 
Spiritual Society, which seemed to interest the large and intelligent 
audience.—J. W. Smith, cor. sec.

R e c e iv e d  L a te .—Accrington. Bridge S tre e t: December 18, Mrs.l 
Margerson, a local medium, kindly gave her services, and spoke well. 
Good clairvoyance. 21st, Mrs. Dixon. Good clairvoyance and 
psychometry. 24th, Mrs. Marshall. Good addresses and successfu 
psychometry and clairvoyance. 28 th, Mrs. Best in good successful 
form. 31st, Miss Skipper. Good addresses and clairvoyance. Jan. 1, 
tea party. A real success, everybody pleased, 140 kindly came. 
The committee tender their thanks to one and all who helped.— 
Manchester, Collyhurst Road, Psychological Hall : 26, tea party and 
sociaL A strong muster. The good things provided by Mesdames 
Laurence, Whitehead, and Barrans. Evening, spent in games, dancing, 
and songs capitally rendered by Messrs. Boy den, Parkinson, Taylor and 
Hyde, the la tter causing roars of laughter. Thanks to Miss Rotherham 
and choir who, as usual, exerted themselves to  their utmost, 80 : Mrs. 
Williams gave excellent discourses and successful clairvoyance.—Leigh, 
Newton S tre e t: Madame Henry gave discourses and successful psycho
metry. Jan. 1,150 sat down to a substantial sandwich tea. Rev. J .  E. 
Benson, Unitarian minister, chairman, made some pleasing remarks. 
Th& best entertainment we have had. 
removed from 15 to 87, Wigan Road.

Leonard Wilcock, hon. sec., has

THE CHILDREN’S PROGRESSIVE LYCEUM.
A rm let.—Still pressing onward. Recitations b y  Misses R. Brett, 

E. Dodgson. A. Camm, A. Parker, J . C. Hudson, and Master Willie 
DodgBon. Attendance, 45 ; conductor, W. W.

B la c k b u r n . Freckleton Street.—Dec. 25 : Lyceum annual 
Christmas party. A substantial tea was provided. An operetta 
entitled “ Santa Claus a t the School ” was performed by about forby 
Lyceum scholars and friends in character in admirable style, with 
vigour and skill by th e  elder portion of the performers, and sympathy 
and grace predominated among the least of our children ; these, with the 
classical music, called forth loud applause; the whole was under the 
oonductorship of Mr. A rthur Holt. A comic sketch was performed by 
others of our Lyceum. The hall was densely packed, and many had to 
be sent back. This was one of the  most successful parties the Lyceum 
has ever had, and we look forward to greater successes.—M. B.

C l b c k h b a t o n .— Invocation by Mr. Walker. Recitations by Masters 
Walker and Hodgson. Officers elected: Conductor, Mr. Amos W alker; 
guardian, Mr. John Blamires ; librarian, Mr. Henry W alker; treasurer, 
Mr. William Jackson ; secretary, Mr. Ramadan Hodgson, 3, B irkett S t . ; 
captains of guard, Albert Stead and R. Hodgson; leaders, J .  Blamires, 
A. Walker, W. Hy. Nuttall, and A. Stead.

Colne. —31: A very nice session. Golden and silver-chain recita
tions nicely rendered. Marching very fair. Recitations by Miss Barker 
and Miss Lovell. Mr. T. Lovell read a poem very nicely. Conducted 
by Mr. T. Crosdale, who was joined in marriage to  one of our leaders, 
Miss A. A. Rushton, on Dec. 25, 1893. All the members of our Lyceum 
give them their best wishes for happiness and prosperity and angel 
guidance.—E. H.

O ld h a m . Bartlam Plaoe.—Dec. 30 : P arty  well patronised; 
thoroughly enjoyed. Christmas-tree, distribution of toys, fruit, &c.; 
then games. 31: Invocation, Miss Halkyard. Mr. S tan  dish, conductor, 
urged upon Lyceumista the necessity of punctuality, regular attendance, 
and reciting, for which prizes would be given. Recitations, Miss J. 
Gouiding and Master Tetlow.

R o c h d a l e . Regent HalL—Marching anil calisthenics conducted 
by Mr. H. Williams. Sea group (males and females) discussed “ What 
is Spiritualism f ” introduced a few weeks ago by Mr Leonard Thompson. 
Mr. H. Barlow offered invocation. The Lyceum secretaryship has been 
transferred to Mr. Thomas Raynor, 4, Back Spring Terrace, Haynes Street.

S to c k po r t .—Half Yearly Meeting. The financial statem ent showed 
a balance of £1 8s. fid. The Lyceum is in a fairly satisfactory condition 
as regards funds and members. Elected, amongst others—conductor, 
Mr. T. Edw ards; a-sistant conductor, Mr. C artw righ t; guardian, Mies 
S. Kenyon; secretary, Mr. Fieldsend, c/o Mrs. Gordon, Wellington Road.

j P R O S P E C T I V E  A R R A N G E M E N T S .
LIST OF SPEAKERS FOR JANUARY, 1894.

A sh t o n .—7, Mrs. H y d e; 14, Mrs. R enn ie; 21, Mr. W. H. Taylor; 
28, Mr. J. W. Sutcliffe.

Attbeouffb.—7, Mr. W. Fielding ; 14, Mrs. W. Stansfield ; 21, Mr. 
W. E. Inm an ; 28, Mr. 0 . Shaw.

B lackpool. Liberal Club.—7, Mrs. Craven ; 14, Mr. Macdonald; 21, 
Mr. Bowling; 28, Mrs.. Johnstone.



B r a d f o r d . Boynton Street.—7, Mr. Essam; 14, Mr. Ogram; 21, Mrs* 
Beardshall ; 28, Mr. and Mrs. G. Galley.

B r a d f o r d . Harker Street, Bowling.—7, Mr. Bedford ; 14, Mr. Thresh ;
21, Mr. Firth ; 28, Mr. Hartley.

B r a d f o r d .  448, Manchester Road.—7, Mr. Todd and Mrs. Webster; 14,
Mr. and Mrs. Marshall; 21, Mr. Hilton ; 28, Miss Calverley. 

D e w s b u r y .—7, Mrs. Crossley; 14, Mr. T. Hodgson ; 21, Mr. and Mrs. 
Marshall; 28, Open.

H e c k m o n d w ik b . Thomas Street.—7, Mrs. France ; 14, Mrs. Berry ;
21, Mr. J . Brook ; 28, Mre. Wade.

H u n s l e t .—7, Miss Crowther ; 14, Mr. Todd; 21, Mr. Drake ; 28, Mr. 
Wood.

H y d e .—7, Mr. W. Johnson ; 14, Madame Henry ; 21, Miss Gartside ; 
28, Mr. Ormerod.

L e e d s . Psychological Hall.—7 and 8, Mrs. J . M. Smith ; 14, Miss 
Patefield ; 15, Mrs. Wilkinson ; 21 and 22, Mr. Newton ; 28, Mr. 
Boocock ; 29, Mrs. Beanland. Half yearly meeting on the 7th 
after the evening service to receive committee report and elect 
officers for the next six months.

M a m  Ch e s t e r . Tipping Street.—7, Service of Song “ Rest at last ” ; 14, 
Mr. E. W. Wallis ; 21, Mrs. Hyde ; 28, Mr. J . Swindlehurat. 

M a n c h e s t e r . Openshaw.—7, Mrs. Lam b; 14, Mr. W. Clarke; 21, 
Mr. G. Adams ; 28, Mre. Lamb.

M a n c h e s t e r . Collyhurst.—7, Mrs. Dixon ; 14, Mr. Ormerod ; 21, Mr. 
B. P la n t; 28, Mrs. Rennie.

M o r l b y .—7, Mrs. L ev itt: 14, Open; 21, Mr. Wm. Hopwood ; 28 
Mr. J . Campion.

N o t t in g h a m .  Masonic Hall.—7, 8, and 9, Mrs. J . A. Stansfield ; 12, 
Dr. Leeder ; 14, Mr. George Featharstone ; 21, Mrs. Green (or Mrs. 
Stubbs and Mr. Bevan H arris); 28 and 29, Mr. T. Timson. 

R o c h d a l e . Regent Hall.—7, Messrs. Chisnall and Young; 14, Mrs.
S m ith ; 21, Mias Cotter ill; 28, Miss Walker.

R o c h d a l e .  W ater Street.—7, Mr. Inm an; 14, Public Circles; 21, 
Mrs. Best; 28, Mr. G. F. Manning.

W a l s a l l .—7, Mr. E. W. Wallis ; 14, Mr. Welsh ; 21, Mrs. Gregg; 28, 
General Phelps.

W h i t w o r t h .—7, Mr. P la n t; 14, Mrs. B est; 21, Miss Thwaite; 28, 
Miss Cotterill.

Win dh ill.—7, Mr. F irth  ; 14, Miss Calverley; 21, Miss Walton ; 28, 
Mrs. F arre r; Thursday, 7-30, Public Circle.

B l a c k p o o l . Liberal Club.—First anniversary services on Sunday, 
Jan. 7. Speaker, Mrs. Craven, of Leeds. On Monday, a grand tea 
at 5, and entertainment in the Station Coffee Palace. Tickets, adults 
1 /-; children, under 1 2  years, 6 d . ; entertainment only, 3d.

B r a d f o r d . Harker Street.—On Jan. 6 th  we intend having a meat 
tea, a t 4-30. 9d. each, children 4d. After tea various speakers.

B u r n l e y . Hammerton Street.—Jan. 7, Mr. Tetlow, speaker. 
Subject, afternoon, **Mutter and S p irit’*; evening, “ The Evolution 
of Spirit.” All-seats free. Collection a t each service. Jan. 13, 
Lyceum free tea. Children can bring their playmates a t the small 
charge of 3d ; adults can bring their friends a t 6 d.

H a l i f a x .— Members’ meeting, election of officers and committees, 
Saturday, Jan. 6 . All members are requested to be present.

H ull.—Jan. 7, S t  George’s Hall, Story Street, a t 2-30 and 6-30 
p.m., Mrs. Berry. Jan. 8 , Cobden Hall, 7-30 p.m., Mrs. Berry. Jan. 28, 
to Feb. 4 inclusive, Mr. Rowling. We tru s t members and friends will 
muster in full force to welcome these speakers.

L a n c a s h i r e  L y c e u m  D e m o n s t r a t io n .—All Lyceums desirous of 
joining in the demonstration a t Royton, in Whit-week, are earnestly 
invited to send two delegates to a meeting a t Regent Hall, Rochdale, 
on Saturday, Jan. 20. Tea a t 4-30. After meeting, a concert will be 
given by members of the  Rochdale Lyceum ; admission—adults 2d., 
children Id. Kindly send names of delegates on or before Wednesday, 
Jan. 17, addressed, J .  B. Longstaff, hon. sec., 28, Caton Street, Moss 
Side, Manchester.

L e i c e s t e r .  Crafton Street.—Jan. 7, Mr. T. Muggleton, the blind 
medium. Subjects from the audience and psychometry.

M a c c l e s f i e l d .—N ext Sunday, a t 6-30, Rev. A. Rushton.
M r .  F r e d  W o o d ,  of 47, Brearley Street, Mount Pleasant, B&tley, 

Yorkshire, has a few open dates for 1894, and desires to hear from 
secretaries. Terms moderate.

N ewcastle-on-T yne.—Jan. 7 ;  Mr. J . H. Lashbrooke, at 6-30 p.m. 
14: Professor Timson, of Leicester, Two services, 10-45 and 6-30. 
Short addresses, followed by psychometry and clairvoyance. Also, on 
Saturday, a t 7-30, special psychometry, clairvoyance, and phrenological 
delineations.

N orth E astern F ederation meeting of Spiritualists at 
Kingsboro’ Road, Gateshead, 3 p.m., Jan. 13. Election of officers, etc. 
All speakers invited.

Oldham. Temple.—Jan. 7, Open ; 14, Mrs. M. H. W allis; 21 and 
22, Mr. W. Rooke; 28, Mrs. Craven. Speaker wanted for 7th, address 
W. Meekin, 308, Leeds Road, Oldham.

W a l s a l l .—Jan. 7, Mr- El W. Wallis, a t 11, “ The Power and 
Purpose of Spiritualism.”  6-30, “ The Principles and Progress of 
Spiritualism.”

Yorkshire Union.—The next meeting (Conference Day) at Little 
Horton, Spioer S treet meeting room, Sunday, Jan. 7. Business meeting 
at 10-30. I t  is hoped all societies will be represented, as the final 
arrangements for week night mission services will be made. Will 
societies a t  oncd intim ate their most convenient night or nights for 
this purpose f A t 2 p.m., after luncheon, delegates and friends will re
assemble to hear five minutes' reports from each affiliated society as to 
their condition and prospects and, if time allows, discuss them. Great 
publio meeting a t 6  p.m. Addresses by a number of delegates and 
prominent workers. Collections a t afternoon and evening service. Re
freshments a t 12-80 and 4-80, fid. All meetings quite open to visitors. 
The nearest stations are Manchester Road on one side and Horton Park 
on the other. Travellers from the Bradford stations pass the Town 
Hail and proceed direct up L ittle Horton Lane, rather over a mile, to 
Spicer Street. Societies requiring information, or a delegation to visit 
them, in reference to  joining the Union, or Spiritualists desiring to 
build up a new centre of spiritual aotivity, please address Wm. Stans
field, Bromley S treet, Hanging Heaton, Dewsbary, sea

I PASSING e v e n t s  a n d  c o m m e n t s .
M a n y  F r ie n d s  h a v e  o u r  h e a r t y  t h a n k s  f o r  k in d l y  r e m e m b ra n c e s  

a n d  g o o d  w is h e s ,  w h ic h  w e  c o r d i a l l y  reciprocate.
“ V o ic e s ”  p a g e  i s  c r o w d e d  o u t  o w in g  t o  t h e  n u m e r o u s  r e p o r t s .  

C ondense  p le a s e  a n d  s e n d  e a r ly .
M a l v e r n .—Gentleman resident would like to  correspond with 

any residents of like mind.—Address G. B., Nassau Villa, Lower Quest 
Hills.

“ A n  I n v e s t ig a t e  S t u d y  o f  S p ir it u a l is m ,’’ by Mrs. Duffey, 
author of “ Heaven Revised,” is the title  of a new penny pamphlet, 
forming No. 3  of Ihe Two Worlds series. I t  is of exceptional merit and 
interest, and ju s t the thing to  p u t in the hands of enquirers.

M r .  J o h n  M o o r b y ’s  friends will be pleased to  learn tha t he is 
busily and acceptably a t work in Spiritualism in Brooklyn, N.Y. From 
a letter just received from Mr. J . E . B artlett, president of one of the 
societies, we gather th a t Mr. Moorey haw addressed large audiences, and 
been eminently successful as a speaker and psychometrist. A Mr 
A. E . Tatlow, late of Nottingham and Sheffield, is also spoken of as 
doing good work in a similar manner.

M r . W. B o o n e , of 5 , P la tt Street, Leigh Road, Leigh, w rites:
“ While sitting a t a circle, on Thursday, a young man, who was suffering 
severely, was brought iu  by his mother. He had been under medical 
treatm ent, b u t received no relief. The guides of Mr. Adams caused 
their medium to  magnetise th e  sufferer, and gave him immediate relief.
He was made unconscious and cataleptic, and afterwards restored to 
c o n s c io u s n e s s  very much benefited.”

M r . A. F. T in d a l l  says the London Occult Society will be re
organised shortly to  couduct practical experiments on a larger scale, 
such as have been successful this winter. He will give his services free 
one night a week for sittings a t the homes of members. His “ guide” 
desires to  discourse on “ Occultism and Esoteric Religion,” privatelj, if 
a room can be lent. Address, by letter, sec., 1 5 , Lanark Villas, Maida 
Vale, London, W.

S t . P a u l 's  D e a t h  C h r t if ic a t b  W a n t e d .—The Bible Depot issued 
a Turkish translation of St. Paul’s Epistle to  the Galatians. The 
Turkish authorities got hold of a copy, and thought the Galatians were 
the people of Galata (a part of Constantinople), and consequently im
prisoned th e  colporteur, and when the m atter was explained said they 
would only grant the man's release on St. Paul’s death certificate being 
produced 1

“ M r s . G r e e n  wishes to  thank her many friends for their kind 
inquiries and loving sympathy. She still suffers great pain and cannot 
yet walk, b u t the doctor thinks she has taken th e  turn and with care 
will recover, though i t  will be some time before she can leave her room. 
She longs for the time when she can again take her place among the 
brave men and women who are spreading the glorious tru th  of 
immortality. H er spirit friends have helped her and comforted her in 
her severe richness.”

Mr. Kay complains th a t the description of a stance in The Clarion, 
by “ Simeon Twigg,” was inaccurate and misleading. W hat else did 
Mr. Kay expect V If he chooses to  invite “ Simeon ” to  a stance he 
m ust take th e  consequences. He knew the man’s frame of mind, and 
was advised against the course he adopted. “ Simeon ” wrote as fairly 
as a man in his position could be expected to  do. He did not see 
things w ith Mr. Kay’s eyes, neither did he understand with Mr. Kay’s 
understanding. He reported affairs as they s ruck him, and, being a 
novice, they appealed to him differently to  w hat they would to  an ex
perienced Spiritualist. “ Simeon ” is perfectly within his right in 
rejecting the “ spirit theory ” until he has had evidence which satisfies 
him  th a t i t  is the correct explanation of the phenomena. Mr. Kay has 
discovered what we warned I im of, and we see no use in transferring 
the m atter into the already overcrowded columns of The Two Worlds.

C l a ir a u d ib n c b  a n d  M e d i c i n e .—The position of medicine to-day 
towards clairaudience is th a t i t  is a condition of subjective worries, 
although i t  offers every explanation as a  cause of wrong thinking and 
wrong action. There are a few medical men who think clairaudience, 
referable to  spirits, bu t I  do not think there are any medical men who 
regard i t  as a  condition induced by th e  community and kept up by the 
community. In  practice I  have m et w ith several cases of clairaudience 
which I  am perfectly certain have been induced by the ordinary method 
published by Theosophists, and claimed for their adept brethren. I  
regret to  stand in th e  way of received opinion, bu t I  fail to see how 
practical psychology applied to  mental diseases or to Spiritnalistic 
phenomena can res t upon a  scientific basis without the recognition of 
th is fallacy of “  psychic interaction.” The November number of The 
Provincial Medical Journal contains m y last appeal to  the medical 
profession.—Yours faithfully, J. Ba r k e r  S m ith , L.R.C.P,

IN  MEMORIAM.
Mrs. A. Davis, aged 28, who passed to the higher life Dec. 21, was 

the eldest daughter of Mr. J . H. Bailey, one of the first workers in the 
cause here in Walsall, and was interred on Dec. 26. Mrs. Groom and 
Mr. G. E. Aldridge officiated.

N ottingham. Masonic Hall—The removal of our friend, Mr. 
Josiah Russell, makes the third loss we have sustained in as many 
weeks. He had been ailing, but not seriously, for some weeks, and, 
although he was out of doors on Wednesday previous to Christ
mas Day, he expressed the opinion that he would not live to see the 
holidays over. He was favoured by a continual intercourse with the 
spirit-world. He told me once th a t in his midnight work of baking he 
never felt alone, for all through the night, a t intervals, he would hear 
the familiar rap, in response to which he would take up the pencil, 
always handy, and receive automatically a message from some spirit- 
friend. A few days ago, I  am told, his mother and father spoke to 
him ; they told him the next time they came i t  would be to fetch him. 
I t  was on Christmas Day he suddenly clapped his hands, exclaiming 
“ They have come 1 They have come 1 ” and expired immediately. 
Those most nearly associated with Mr. Russell know what a “ Godsend ” 
Spiritualism has been to him during the past year. They will ever be 
able to  point to at least one case where Spiritualism has been of the 
g re a te s t good when, that well-worn question “ Cui bono / ” is put. The 
passing  on of Mr. and Mrs. U ggitt and of Mr. Russell speak forcibly 
and  e loquen tly  fo r Spiritualism.—J. F. EL



A  S pec ia l  Of f e r  t o  n e w  re a d e rs .— W e  w ill s u p p ly  y o u  w i th  Tht 
Two Worlds, p o s t  f re e , f o r  24  w ee k s  f o r  2 /6 ,

Heaven Revised.— W e h a v e  r e c e iv e d  a  f r e s h  s u p p ly  o f  th i s  
e x t r e m e ly  in t e r e s t i n g  d e s c r ip tiv e  a c c o u n t  o f  li fe  a f t e r  d e a th ,  a n d  s h a l l  I 
b e  p le a s e d  to  s u p p ly  th e m , p o s t  f r e e ,  f o r 'I s .  l £ d .

“  Spirit T e a c h in g s ,”  b y  “  M .A . (O x o n )”  T h e  n e w  m e m o r ia l  e d i t io n  
o f  th i s  v a lu a b le  w o rk  is  n o w  r e a d y , p r ic e  4 /0 ,  a n d  ca n  b e  h a d  a t  7 8 s ,  
C o rp o ra t io n  S t r e e t ,  M a n c h e s te r .

T h e  V i lL  L ift e d .— M o d e rn  D e v e lo p m e n ts  o f  S p i r i t  P h o to g ra p h y ,  
w i th  tw e lv e  i l lu s t r a t io n s .  C lo th  b o a rd s , 2s. n e t t .  N o w  r e a d y . O rd e is  
m a y  be s e n t  to  t h e  o ffice o f  The Two Worlds. T h e  v o lu m e  c o n ta in s  
p a p e rs  b y  M r. J .  T r a i l l  T a y lo r , t h e  R e v . H . R . H aw e is , M .A ., M r . J a m e s  
R o b e r ts o n , a u d  M r. A n d re w  G le n d in n in g .

A  Few Societies, through their agents, have recently kindly 
increased their orders for The Two Worlds, tor which they have oar 
thanks. I f  every s o c ie ty  would take s ix  or twelve additional copies 
weekly our efforts would be rewarded by a substantial increase in oar 
circulation.

“ I  never in mt life,” s a id  D e a n  S ta n l e y  t o  h i s  w ife , a f t e r  a 
s e rm o n  in  W e s tm in s te r  A b b e y , “  so  to u o h e d  t h e  c o n g re g a t io n .  T h e y  
w e re  e n t r a n c e d : e v e ry  e y e  w a s  u p o n  m e  f ro m  t h e  f i r s t  w o rd  t o  t h e  
l a s t . ”  " N o  w o n d e r ,”  s a id  L a d y  A u g u s t a ,  11y o u r  g lo v e s  w e re  in s id e  
y o u r  h a t ,  a n d  w h e n  y o u  to o k  i t  o ff  th e y  r e m a in e d  o n  t h e  t o p  o f  y o u r i  
h e a d  a II t h r o u g h  t h e  s e rm o n .”
- D o b ik o  a  s t o r m  a t  SEA, t h r e e  s a ilo rs , r e p r e s e n t in g  E n g la n d ,  
I r e l a n d ,  and S c o t la n d ,  h a d  r e c o u r s e  t o  v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  d e v o t io n a l  e x p e 
d ie n ts .  T h e  S c o ts m a n  o ffe re d  o p  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  e x t e m p o r e  p r a y e r  j l  
the Irishman h a d  his p r a y e r s  t o  t h e  V irg in  a n d  c o u n t le s s  s a in t s  by 
heart; the Englishman w a n d e r e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  s h ip  i n  s e a r c h  of a  
prayer*book, and did not s u c c e e d  in  f in d in g  o n e  u n t i l  t h e  s t o r m  w a s  o v e r .

“ T h e  H e r a l d  o f  H e a lt h .” —The object of this paper is to 
assist in bringing about the physical regeneration of man by means of 
educating its readers in such ways of living as will enable them to cure, 
eradicate, and prevent disease, and at the same time maintain and 
develops the highest possible standard of health. Annual subscription 
for one.oopy, post free, sent monthly, 2a 0d., to all parts of the world. 
Specimen copy free. Address, Mrs. C. Leigh Hunt Wallace, Oxford 
Mansions, Oxford Street, London, W.

R o b e r t  Buchanan's B e l ie f s .—Mr. Robert Buchanan (writing in 
the L o n d o n  S ta r )  says he has all his life held and expressed the following 
beliefs : (1) A belief in the Fatherhood of God, as revealed daily and 
momently in the human conscience, or Ego ; (2) a belief in the perma
nence of personality, or the immortality of the individuality ; (3) a belief 
that, without some guarantee of continued consciousness, this life of 
ours would be a vain aud worthless business ; and (4) a belief that the 
guarantee of continued consciousness is the very# alpha and omega of all 
religion.

“ T h e  R e t u r n  o r  t h e  E x o a r n a t s  has made me exceeding happy, 
enabling me to say “ Oh Death, where is thy sting? Oh Gjave, w h e re  
is thy victory I ” Before the coming of the departed, the teachings of 
the Church horrified me, and annihilation gave me little or no comfort. 
Now, I rejoice in knowing that 1 am immortal, and that the law of 
progression rules beyond the veiL I  have been a Spiritualist upwards 
of forty years, and have passed my 88rd birthday. I t  was Robert 
Owen that drew my attention to the glad tidings. Being a disciple of 
his I wrote to him, to which he replied, giving his reason for his belief, ■ 
which I considered valid.—W. G.”

Ms. W , P .  H a r t l e y ,  the well-known preserve manufacturer, when 
the annual profit-sharing to the employees came off, speaking on the 
wisdom and advantages of profit-sharing, which be said he commenced 
eight years sgo, said that in inventing such a scheme he was actuated 
by a desire to give his employees some tangible evidence of the genuine 
interest he tong in their welfare. It had always be-n bis wish that he 
and his workers should pull together, and that they should fee 1 that 
their interest and his was identical. A special commissioner of the 
Board of Trade in his report on profit-sharing in 1891 stated that the 
preserve factory of Mr. Hartley was an unusual illustration of this mode 
of benefiting workpeople. In conclusion, he announced that the sum of 
£1,400 would be divided amongst 360 persons, of whom 280 were 
women and 100 men and boys. Envelopes containing the amounts 
were then distributed.

A n t i -S p ir it u a l is t s  o f te n  a s k  w h y  s u c h  a u d  s u c h  c o n d i t io n s  m u s t  
b e  o b s e r v e d  f o r  t h e  s u c c e s s fu l  manifestation o f  m c d iu m i s t i c  p o w e r ,  
y e t  t h e y  r e a d i ly  a c k n o w le d g e  t h a t  a l l  o t h e r  n a t u r a l  p h e n o m e n a  a r e  
s u b j e c t  t o  s t r i c t  r u l e s  a n d  la w s .  N o  s a n e  m a n  w il l  d e n y  t h a t  t h e r e  is  
a  p h y s ic a l  w o r ld  o f  s u c h  minuteness t h a t  t h e  h u m a n  e y e  i s  p o w e r le s s  
t o  s e e  i t  e x c e p t  b y  t h e  a i d  o f  s p e c ia l  a p p a r a tu s .  T o  s e e  t h e s e  m i n u te  
e x i s t e n c e s  i t  i s  a b s o lu t e ly  n e c e s s a ry  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a u  i n s t r u m e n t  o n  t h e  
e x a c t  l in e s  o f  c e r t a in  w e ll - k n o w n  o p t i c  la w s , such a s  t h e  o b ta in in g  of 
le n s e s  o f  a c e r t a i n  s u b s t a n c e  a n d  c u r v a t u r e ,  and a  t u b e  d a r k e n e d  o n  
t h e  i n s id e  t o  q u e n c h  d iv e r g e n t  r s y s  ; a n d  e v e n  t h e n  the d i s ta n c e s  m u s t  
b e  e x a c t ly  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  t h e  c u r v a t u r e  o f  t h e  le n s e s ,  o r  t h e  r e s u l t  
i s  a  f a i l u r e  t o  o b t a i n  a  c l e a r  in p ig h t  i n t o  t h e  w o n d e r s  o f  t h e  m i n u t e  
w o r ld  ;  a n d  y e t  t h e  v e r y  p e o p le  w h o  a d m i t  t h e  n e c e s s i ty  f o r  t h e s e  c o n 
d i t i o n s  d e n y  t h e  t r u t h  o f  S p i r i t u a l i s t i c  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o n  t h e  g r o u n d s  
that c o n d i t io n s  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a ry  I

Thebe ib  e x t a n t  entirely too much twaddle about the injustice 
and cruelty of Nature to man, and it is doubtless responsible for many 
deplorable tragedies. Under depressing conditions of climate, 
temperature, and health, harassed by domestic infelicities or business 
cares, a man falls foul of those wretched doctrines, his mind is 
poisoned by them, and he kills himself. The real murderer is tbe 
utterer of the lies. For it is not true that the creative power is unjust.
I  Mau’s inhumanity to man makes countless thousands mourn.” But 
Nature's hands are clean. Let us be logical, and let us be just to 
Nature. If a mau kills himself, let there be no more sensational gush 
about his having fled from a state of suffering into which he had been 
forced against ms will. The only sensible and wholesome verdict is 
that, coward-like, he fled from tbe common lot of man. B Suicide," 
said Webster, |  is confession.” I t  is ; it  is a confession that its subject 
was too weak or too cowardly to try to make the best of life; or else 
that be was mad.—New York Tribune.

Home Spiritualism. — Mr. Alex. White, of 106, Barford Street, 
Birmingham, writes: “After reading your article, 'T he Stronghold of

Spiritualism/ I cannot resist the impulse to add my testimony, as it 
accurately illustrates our experience. We have sought this truth 
entirely by ourselves, through attending a public meeting, aud we can 

I  vouch to the impregnable rock of evidence which has rewarded our 
patience, and no amount of scepticism can ever affect us, knowing, as 
we do, that the beautiful messages of love—the sweet satisfaction that 
tbe loved ones are present—that their abiding affection is surely given, 
daily, if needed, to comfort and help us on our way here. I t  u  the 
sweetest and fullest knowledge that ever came to us. Its uplifting 
influence, the soul-inspiring desires created by its truth, are the very 
essence of the holy of holies, so that the altar a t our fireside becomes 
the very fountain of our life, a source of consolation and strength to 
fight manfnlly in our troubles. Deeply do I  love o* r home circle, and 
I try to get others to follow out our plan, knowing what a glorious help 
such home circles would be to them and to the cause.”

“ I n  a d d it io n  to our yearly subscription to The Two W orlds,” 
writes a lady, " my father gave the order to our newsagent for six copies 
weekly to sell if he could ; if not, we would take the surplus. The first 
week he only had two copies left, and last week he sold out and refused. 
In addition, I  have placed several copies of The Two Worlds? missionary 
numbers, 'News from the Invisible World/ Ac., about on my tables, 
as we have a large confectionery and tea business, and every copy is 
taken away by the customers. If  you think this would be interesting 
to your readers, I should be glad if you would insert it  somewhere in 
The Two W orlds, as i t  might encourage others to do likewise. Though 
I have bad no proof yet, still I think that Spiritualism ought to  be true, 
and I shall do my best to at least make people enquire into it, as I am 
doing myself. [This friend, and a ll others who so cordially 
help us, has our sincere thanks. I t  needs “ a long pull, a  stroDg pull, 
and a pull all together” for a short time,and then we shall be fairly on 
the road to victory.]

A L ib r a r y  f o r  S a l e .—The following books are for sale in good 
condition : “ A rt Magic,” “ Modern American Spiritualism,” “ Nine
teenth Century Miracles ” (first edition), “  Crookes's Researches into 
Spiritual Phenomena,” “ Dialectical Report,” Wallace's “ Miracles and 
Modem Spiritualism,” ” Ancient Pagan Mysteries and Christian 
Symbolism ” (by Inman), “ Ethics of Spiritualism ” (by Tuttle), “ Career 
of Religions Ideas ” (Tuttle), “ Faiths, Facts, and Frauds,” “ Leaves 
from My L ife” (J. J. Morse), several of Swedenborg's works, “ The 
Unwelcome Child,” “ Jesus of N azareth” (by Clodd), “ Beard’s Con
fessional,” Dodd's “ Mesmerism,” Poe’s poems, “ M.A., Oxon’s ” “ Psycho- 
grapliy,” Gibbon’s “ Decline and Fall” (1 2  vols.), “ Hafed, Prince 
of Persia” (first edition, illustrated), “ Old Truths in a New Light” 
(Countess of Caithness), Macaulay's “ History of England ” (2 vols.), 
and “  Essays and Lays of Ancient Rome,” “ Apocryphal New Testa
ment,” “ The Alpha,” Farmer’s “ New Basis of Belief” (cloth, large 
type, 5b. edition), Ennemoser’s “ History of Magic ” (2  vols.), “ Autobio
graphy of J . B. Gough,” Paley’s “ Evidences,” Paine’s Political Works, 
Lillie’s “ Popular Life of Buddha,” and Booth’s “ Darkest England.” 
No reasonable offer refused.—Address F., c/o Editor Two W orlds.

T h e  P io n e e r s  o p  S p ir it u a l is m  i n  B a r r o w .— Mr. Job Walmsley 
writes th a t Mr Dobson had Spiritualism brought to  bis noticerin the 
summer of 1872, at PrestoD, by Mr. E. Foster, and ultimately a circle 
was formed a t Dr. Dobson’s, in Foreshaw Street. “ The doctor was 
the first to  feel the power. The table tilting was most remarkable. 
Our next medium was Mr. George Wilkinson, a writing instrument, and 
for months this circle was held together in great sympathy. During 
this winter (1 8 7 2 ) Mr. J. J. Morse spoke to about thirty  persons, in Mr. 
Garnett’s Room, Pal ton Street. Early in 1878 , Dr. Dobson left 
Barrow, and the circle was removed to my house, 70 , Cavendish Street, 
when I was appointed president, Mr. W. Thornton, secretary, and Mr. 
George Wilkinson, treasurer and medium. Another and a good medium 
was added to my circle. He still lives in Barrow, but I must not men
tion his name. The next medium was Mr. T. Powley, who did good 
work for years. He passed oa last summer. His controls pressed me 
to bring Spiritualism before the public, which we did by taking a room 
a t Back Strand. Mr. Taylor, of Millom, opened i t  on July 16 , 1876. 
Finding it  unsuitable, we gave it  up and continued a while in my house, 
Mr. Powley and Mrs. Walmsley, mediums. We had Mr. and Mrs. 
Walmsley, Mr. and Mrs. Thornton, Mr Glaister, and his sister, Mr. 
Haynes, Messrs. J. Cock, Dawson and Metcalf, mediums, and Mrs. 
Swindlehurst and her daughter, both now passed on. Mrs. Scattergood 
visited us, May 16 and Nov. 2 1 , 187 5 , and again on Feb. 0, 1870 , 
accompanied by Miss Longbottom, when large audiences assembled. 
Dr. Sexton spoke in the Town Hall, for three nights, and two weeks 
after we had Mr. J . J. Morse. In  1874 , we had Mr. Tom Eves, the phy
sical medium here, and a long newspaper discussion followed, when I 
defended. In the same year another newspaper fight ensued between 
myself and Mr. Chadwick. Mr. and Mrs. Crellin were not in Barrow, 
and most certainly not taking any part in the above events. Turning 
to my report book I find the following : ‘ March 2 0 , 1876, Mr. and Mrs. 
Crellin, from Dalton, called to  see us. Mrs. Walmsley’s child control, 
“ Lily,” put in an appearance and interested us not a little and promised 
to control Mr. Proctor a t Dalton.’ Consulting my note book again, I 
find the present society was inkugurated Feb. 24, 1878, Mr. J. 
Walmsley, president, Mr. J . Cock, secretary, Mr. J. Owen, treasurer. 
So you see, Mr. Editor, I was president, a t different centres, from 1872 
to 1878, and of the present society from 1878 to 1886, when I and my wife 
left. For the photos of Mr. and Mrs. Crellin to hang on the walls of 
tha t most beautiful hall, as the originators of Spiritualism in B&rrow, 
would be n perpetual untruth and a libel on those dekr old souls who 
are now reaping in the spheres what they sowed on earth, boride a 
standing cause of discord to  those who know better,” [We have been 
compelled to condense the above os our space is so( limited. But ib is 
essential tha t the misleading statements published in the report of the 
opening services of the new hall should be corrected. Sunday last, at 
Blackburn, we met Mr. Richard Woods, late of Barrow, who assured us 
th a t he had hsld “ circles ” a t 82, School Street, twenty-one years ago, 
and a remarkable medium, Jane Tyson, was developed a t them. It 
looks therefore, as if both Mr. Woods and Dr. Dobson began about the 
same time. This matter must drop, now tha t the facts have been 
stated. We tru st that sympathy, good-will and brotherly feeling will 
prevail, aud th a t all Spiritualists will work together in unity and 
concord.]


