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Spinners' Hall, Town Hall Square, Lyceum at 10 ; 2-30 and 6-30: 
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at 10 ; 2-80 and 6-80: Mrs. Mercer, 
Ripley St., Manchester Rd., at 11, 2-80, and 6-80.
Bankfoot.—Bentley's Yard, at 10-80, Circle ; at 2-80 and 6 : Mrs. 
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Assembly Room, Brunswick BL, 2-80,6: Mra Wallis, andon Monday.
Lancaster.—Athenaum, St. Leonard’s Gate, at 10-80, Lyceum; at 2-80 

and 6 30 : Mr. Swindlehurst.
Lads,—‘Psychological Hall, Grove House Lane, back of Brunswick 

Terrace, 2-80 and 6-80 : Mrs. Ingham.
Institute, 28, Cookridge St., 2-80, 6-80: Mr. Newton, and on Mon. 

LrieoUr.—Silver Siu 2-80, Lyceum at 10-45 and 6-80.
Lecture Room, Temperance Hall, 6-80. 152, High Cross St, 11 a.m.

Leigh.— Newton Street, at 2-80 and 6.
Lherpodl.—‘Daulby Hall, Daulby St, London Rd., Lyceum, at 2-80; at 

11 and 6-80: Mrs. Britten.
London—Camberwell Rd., 102.—At 7. Wednesdays, at 8-80.

Canning Town,—2, Bradley St, Beoton Rd., at 7: Mrs. Yeeles. 
Tuesday, at 7-80, Stance.

Borat Hdl,—28, Devonshire Rd., at 7: Mr. Emms. Thursday, 
at 8, Stance.

Idimglon.—Wellington Hall, Upper St, 7. Closed. Re-open Sep. 7.
Islington.—19, Prebend Street, at 7, Stance, Mr. Webster.
Kentish Town Bd.—Mr. Warren’s, 245. Dawn of Day, Social, at 

7. Thurs., 8, Open Circle, Mrs. C. Spring.
King's Cross.—Claremont Hall, Penton Street, Pentonville Road: 

. at JO-45, Open meeting? at 7;* at 6, Open-air In Penton St, 
near Claremont Halt . ■ -

King's Orosi,—46, Caledonian Rd. (entrance side door). 'Saturday, 
. at 8, Stance, Mrs. 0. Spring, medium. ' '

, Lewisham.—198, Hithergreen Lane, at 8. Stances every Friday, 8.
Lower Edmonton.—88, Eastbourne Ter., Town Rd., Saturday, at

■ 7-80, Clairvoyance. Wednesday, at 8, Developing Circle. .
Marylebone.—24, HarcoUrt St., 11, Healing and Clairvoyance; at 8, 

; Lyceum ; 7, Mra. Spring. Wednesday, at 8, First Aid. Thtirs- 
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Mile End.—Assembly Rooms, Beaumont St, at 7.
Notting Hdl.—124, Portobello Road: Tuesdays, at 8, Mr. Towns.
Peckham.—Chepstow Hall, 1, High Street, at 11-15, Mr. J. Allen, 

"Spirit Travelling” ; at 8, Lyceum; at 6-80, Mrs. Treadwell, 
Trance. Sept 14, Building Fund Meeting, at 8. Week-night 
Services at 80, Fenham Rd., Marmont Rd.: Wednesday, Mrs. 
Spring, Clairvoyance, at 8-15. Fridays, Healing, at 7-30. 
Saturday, Members' Circle, at 8-15. For Developing Circles, 

' ’apply to Secretary. . . . . . . ; .
Peckham.—Winchester Hall, 33, High Street, at 11, Mr. Sutdiff; 

at 7, Mr. J. Veitch, Address, Psychometry, and Clairvoyance.
. Shepherds' Bush.—14, Orchard Rd., Lyceum, 3; 7, Mr. C. Reynolds. 

• Tues.,8-80, Mr. Joseph Hagon. Saturday, 7-45, Mr. J. J. Vango.
Stamford Hill.—18, Stamford Cottages, The Crescent, at Mrs. 

Jones'. Mondays at 8. Visitors welcome.
Stepney.—Mrs. Ayers', 45, Jubilee Street, at 7. Tuesday, at 8.
Stratford.—Workman's Hall,West Ham Lane, E., 7: Mr. Butcher. 

Longton.—44, Ohurch St., at 11 and 6-80 : Mr.Wyldes, and on Monday. 
Maocle^dd,—Cumberland St, Lyceum, at 10-80; at 2-80 and 6-80: 

Mr. Boardman.
Manchester.—Temperance Hall. Tipping Street, Lyceum, at 10 ; at 2-45 

and 6-80: Mr. J. B. Tetlow.
Oollyhurst Road, at 2-80 and 6-80 : Mr. J, Pemberton. 

Medborough.—Market) Hall, at 2-80 and 6. .
Middletbwugh.—Spiritual Hall, Newport Road, Lyceum, 2 ; 10-45,6-80.

Granville Rooms, Newport Road, at 10-80 and 6-80.
Morley.—Mission Room, Ohurch St., at 2-80 and 6: Mrs. Wilkinson.
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—20, Nelson St, 2 and 6-30: Mr. Everitt Aiderman 

Barkas, chairman.
North Shields.—6, Camden St, Lyceum, at 2-30 ; at 6-30 : Mr. Clare.

41, Borough Rd., at 6-80 : Mra/Davisom
Northampton.—Oddfellows' Hall, Newland, 2-80, 6-80 : Mr. Timson.
Nottingham.—Morley Hall, Shakespeare Street, Lyceum, at 2-80; at 

10-45 and 6-80: Mrs. Barnes.
Oldham.—Temple, off Union St, Lyceum, at 9-45 and 2 ; at 2-80 and 

6-80: Mrs. Gregg.
Duckworth's Assembly Rooms, Ascroft St (off Clegg St), Lyceum 

10 and 2-30 ; at 3 and 6-30.
Openthaw.—Mechanics' (Whitworth Street entrance), Lyceum, at 9-15 

and 2; At 10-80 and 6-30: Mr. Jno. Boys.
Mechanics' (Pottery Lane entrance), Lyceum at 2 ; at 6*30.

Parkgase.—Bear Tree Rd., 10-80, Lyceum; 2~au, 6,
Pendleton,—Cobden St. (close to the Co-op. Hall), Lyceum, at 9-30 and 

1-80 ; at 2-45 and 6-80 : Mr. Lomax.
RawtcnstaU.—10-80, Lyceum; 2-80, 6 : Miss Patefield.
Rochdale.—Regent Hall, 2-80, 6 : Circles. Wed., 7-30, Public Circles.

Michael St., at 8 and 6-80. Tuesday, at 7-45, Circle.
Salford.—Spiritual Temple, Southport Street, Cross Lane, Lyceum, at 

10-15 and 2; 8 and 6-80: Mr. Ward. Wednesday, at 7-45.
Baitash.—Mr. Willlacroft's, 24, Fore Street, at 6-80.
Scholes.—Tabernacle, Silver St, 2-80, 6.
Sheffield.—Cocoa House, 175, Pond Street, at 3 and 7: Mr. T. H. Hunt.

Central Board School, Orchard Lane, at 2-8U and 6-8V.
Shipley,—Liberal Olub, 2-30 and 6.
Sketmanthorpe.—Board School, 2-80 and 6.
Slaithwaue.—Ddth Lane, 2-30 and 6 : Mr. Standish.
South Shieldt.—19, Cambridge St., Lyceum, at z-dO: at 11 and 6: Mr.

J. G. Grey. Wed, at 7-80, Mrs. Caldwell. Developing 
on Fridays, at 7-80.

Sowerby Bridge.—Hollins Lane, Lyceum, at 10-80 and 2-15; at 6-80 : 
Mrs. Crossley.

Station Town.—14, Aoolom Street, at 2 and 6.
Stockport.—Hall, 26, Wellington Road, South, at 2-80 and 6-80: 

Mr. Kershaw. Thursdays, Circle, at 7-80.
Stockton.—21, Dovecot Street, at 6-80.
Stonehouse.—Corpus Christi Chapel, Union Place, at 11 and 6-80.
Sunderland.—Centre House, High St.,W., at 10-80, Committee; at 6-80, 

Mr. Stevenson.
Monkwaarmouth.—8, Ravensworth Terrace, 6-30 : Mr. Forrester. 

Todmorden.—Sobriety Hall, at 6.
^unrioU^lSJBathbone Street, at 6-80.
T^ne Dock.—Exchange Buildings, 11; 2-80, Lyceum ; at 6.
Walsall.—-Central Hall, Lyceum, 10 ; 2-80, 6-80: Major-Gen. Phelps. 
Westhoughion.—Wingates, Lyceum, at 10-80; at 6-80: Mr. R. Rostron. 
Wert Pelton,—Co-operative Hall, Lyceum, at 10-80 ; at 2 and 5-80.. . 
Wert Vale,—Green Lane, 2-80, 6.
Whitworth.-Reform Olub, Spring Cottages, 2-80 and 6.
Wibsey.—Hardy St., at 2-80 and 0.
WiRengton,—Albert Hall, at 6-80.
WtsdecA—Lecture Room, Public Hall, at 10-80 and 6-45.
WoodkouM.—Talbot Buildings, Station Road, at 6-80.
Yeadon.—Town Side, at 2-80 and 6.

MBS. RILHY,
HERBALIST AND CLAIRVOYANT,

108, LEGRAMB UHB, BRADFORD.
Describes and Treats every variety of Disease.
MRS. RILEY'S~isSUE LOTION

For Sprains, Stiff Joints, Rheumatic Pains, Ac.
MRS. RILEY'S PILLS

For Indigestion, and all kinds of Stomach Complaints, Worms, 
• . - Headache, &c. ' * .

MRS. RILEYS HERBAL MEDICINES
For all kinds of Bronchial Affections, Lung Diseases and Chest 

Complaints. .
’ languidness and Nervous Debility successfully treated.

Ulcers and Tumours have been effectually treated, Ac., Ac. , '

. PUUSE NOTH THB ADDRESS— *

108, LEQRAMS LANE, BRADFORD.
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THE ROSTRUM.
ANSWER TO MR. G. H. CRUTCHLEY,

On the Questions of Bible Infallibility, and the Bible as a 
Standard of Religion for the intelligence and learning of 
the present Century,

By Emma Hardinge Britten.
No. III.—Conclusion.

The task I have undertaken in this correspondence is no 
less difficult than futile. It is difficult to crowd into four or 
five columns of a small paper, a synopsis of testimony which 
is now filling hundreds of volumes. It is futile because the 
popular acceptance of the Jewish Scriptures as “the Word 
of God”—and Jesus of Nazareth as “God Incarnate,” are 
psychological, or (in modern phraseology) hypnotic sugges
tions^ not founded upon fact, reason, or natural law, but, in 
the influence and teachings of an interested priesthood, per
petuated by the laws of heredity, with as much fidelity as 
are racial types of colour, feature, and other physical pecu
liarities. Still Mr. Crutchley represents a large class of these 
hereditary devotees to Biblical lore and the pivotal doctrines 
of Christianity; hence it is that I have gone over some of 
that ground to answer him, which far abler writers than I 
have already marked with deep and ineffaceable footprints. 
It is surprising, however, to see how the ghosts of dead 
arguments are invoked again and again to answer the 
demands of living reason, until the entire sum of what the 
Bibliolaters have to urge is, “If the Bible was good enough 
for my fathers, it is good enough for me”—and, “ I love iny 
Jesus, and won’t hear of anything against Him.”

Poor and almost pitiable as these platitudes are, they 
have been urged on many occasions when I have been 
engaged in public debate, and they are too forcibly recalled 
to my remembrance by Mr. Crutchley’s pleadings to be 
omitted here. .

Now, if this gentleman has read, both sides of the Bible 
question—and that in the light of modern reason and 
research—he must know that there are in print, and widely 
circulated, some scores of pamphlets illustrating Bible “con
tradictions,” “absurdities,” “atrocities,” and “obscenities,” 
the full sum of which proves this book to be utterly unfit to 
place, “ as a whole,” in the hands of the rising generation; 
or, to be accepted as the guide to morality, purity, and true 
religion.

On all the points of reference cited in proof of this 
position, Mr. Crutchley pleads—first, “want of space” to 
defend his assertions; and next, cites the central figure of 
the New Testament as “ the mantle that covers a multitude 
of sins,” for the shortcomings, or—as many modern writers 
urge—the “ atrocities ” of the Old Testament. Tho following 
example will show how our “special pleading” antagonist* . 
slides out of.bis difficulties. He says, in his last essay, No. 
144 of this journal:— -

“ Stand on the mount of beatitudes and look around, and whoever, 
has eyes to see will find that to Christ give all the prophets witness. 
He is the point of unity, he binds .the many different parts in one. I do

• not deny the difficulty—the extreme difficulty—of many of the passages I 
you quote. But I know that ‘God is love,’ and the highest revelation 
of God is in jesus Christ—put in Moses, Samuel,- Isaiah, and pa vid.”; 1

As to prophecy, every thinker knows it has been the 
custom for Christian commentators on the Bible to claim 
that certain ill-understood passages of the Old Testament 
were prophecies of the advent of Jesus of Nazareth, as “ the 
Messiah,” to be sent on earth to redeem mankind from 
the curse said to bo pronounced upon it by God himself. 
It is proper here to remind every well-informed student of 
ancient history, that all the nations of the East had their 
“Messiahs”; all taught of Gods incarnate—sent on earth to 
restore the true religion, when men had departed from it, 
to offer the then customary blood sacrifice for the sins of the 
people, and to be hailed as the world’s “Saviours.” The 
histories of these God-men are nearly all the same; they 
perform the same miracles, utter tho same teachings, and 
most commonly commence and end their earthly career in 
tho same manner. It is not surprising, therefore, that the 
Jews, who were captives to many nations, and who gathered 
up and incorporated in their own systems of worship, the 
beliefs, legends, and customs of the various peoples amongst 
whom they lived, should have filled their scriptures with 
plagiarisms from other beliefs, and founded systems of 
worship in accordance therewith. The universal faith in a 
Messiah, a God-sent King, who should rule over their nation 
and prove them to be the chosen people of God, was there
fore an essential item of the Jews’ belief, and was expressed 
in the opening chapter of one of the Gospel writers, who 
describes Jesus as “ the desire of all nations.”*

To show, however, how resolved Christian writers are to 
wrest everything in the Old Testament to suit their views 
of the New, I call attention to oue of those prophecies con
stantly cited as evidence to show how the advent of tho 
Jewish Saviour was predicted by the prophets. Tho pas
sages in question are in the 7th Chapter of Isaiah, 14 and 16 
verses, and read thus:—

“Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a 
virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 
Butter and honey shall he eat, that he may know to refuse the evil, 
and choose the good. For before the child shall know to refuse the 
evil, and choose the good, the land that thou abhorrest shall bo forsaken 
of both her kings.” Isaiah vii. 14—16.

It matters not to say that Jesus of Nazareth was never 
called “ Immanuel,” except by thoso Christians who wanted 
to twist these passages into a prophecy of their God’s advent. 
How far the succeeding circumstances fitted their wishes, 
may be found by referring to verses 1—4 in the 8th chapter 
of Isaiah, in which it will appear how the prophet himself 
set about to fulfil his own prophecy—and that by means not 
quite in accordance with nineteenth century ideas of religion 
or morality. As this oft-cited prophecy is a fair specimen of 
most of the other Old Testament Messianic predictions, it 
would be superfluous to cite other examples.

We now call attention to the following claims sot up by 
Mr. Crutchley for the Now Testament “God Incarnate.” 
He says:—

“Tho character of Jesus is unique, peerless. It bus never been 
imitated in literature. . . . Whatever may be tho unlookod for 
developments of tho future, the moral character of Jesus will not be 
surpassed. Where did those illiterate fishermen obtain it, if Christ 
did not live such a life ? That life has never been explained, and we 
believe it never can be, except by the admission that God indeed spoke 
by Christ, that Christ was, in fact, the Wort!—tho Adyor of God. The 
lives of His witnesses attest at least their sincerity and honosty. They 
surely douldnot have gone abroad breathing falsehoods and coin minting 
them to writing, in order to make men truthful ami virtuous.” •
‘ No one can regret more than I do tho uncompromising ' - 
claims for divinity, perfection, and consistency of^doctriim,

*See “Tlie Faiths, Facts, and Frauds Religions History/' with 
full descriptions of all tho-world’s “Or.udfie<J Saviours,” and their origins, 
in various nations, os’proved by over fifty learned and authoritative, 
writers, .
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which Mr. Crutchley makes for his “Lord”—the Jewish 
Avatar. That which represents the true, the good, and 
the beautiful—in a word, the eternal principles of good in 
the teachings attributed to Jesus of Nazareth, I love, reve
rence, and have quoted in my public lectures. For these 
causes I would gladly have left any analysis of the character, 
personality, or teachings of Jesus, out of this controversy. 
Mr. Crutchley’s claims, however, are so vast and unyielding 
as to defeat themselves, and compel me in: the interests of a 
higher truth than that of human prejudice, once more to 
enter the arena against him. In the first place we insist 
that the excellence and purity of no one man's life can blot 
out the contradictions, murderous commands, or incen
tives to wrong, which abound in the Old Testament, and 
that simply because the two records ate bound up in the 
same book, or that Jesus was supposed to be of the same 
nationality as Moses and Joshua.

Next, although the character and doctrines of Jesus 
may never have been “imitated in literature,” they certainly 
have been anticipated in literature, and the specialities of his 
life have also been anticipated in numbers of historic records. 
His “miracles” have all been enacted by Chrisbna and the 
eight incarnations of Vishnu, in India, and their signs, 
crosses, histories, and crucifixions, have not only been 
recorded in Hindoo scriptures, but sculptured all over 
temples and shrines ages before the conquest of India by 
Alexander the Great, 300 years before the advent of Jesus. 
Thu doctrines of forgiveness of enemies, mercy, love, purity, 
and justice are to be found in the “ Vedas ” of the Hindoos, 
the “ Zend Avesta of Zoroaster, the maxims of Confucius, 
the golden verses of Pythagoras, the legend of the Greek 
Prometheus, and above all in the life, precepts, and example 
of Gautama Bouddha. And all this during untold centuries 
anterior to the Christian dispensation. All the rites, festivals, 
and celebrations of the Christians were practised ages before 
their time by the Egyptians and nearly all the other 
Eastern nations, and the legend of an “ Immaculate Concep
tion,” an atoning sacrifice in the person of a dying Saviour, 
together with every item of Christian faith, or Christian 
rites were patent all through the nations of antiquity, and 
celebrated in the mysteries of Dionysius, Osiris, Isis, 
Eleusis, Ceres, Bacchus, &c., &o. many centuries before the 
foundation of Christianity. Robert Taylor, of England, 
Dupuis and Volney, of France, Abner Kneeland, of America, 
and later still, Godfrey Higgins, Gerald Massey, Kersey 
Graves, and hosts of others have shown all this—proved all 
this by monumental, historical, and traditional evidences, 
and who has answered one of them, except by the cry of 
“ Infidel ” 1—by moral racks, the fires of persecution, and 
the pitiful refusal to read, think, inquire, or listen to the 
chorus of voices that are now proclaiming every item of 
modern theology to be an audacious plagiarism on the faiths 
of antiquity ? My own compilation of learned and world- 
renowned authorities, so often, but most necessarily referred 
to, “ The Faiths, Facts of Frauds of Religious History,” was 
written in Melbourne ten years ago in the interests of true 
religion, and at tbe earnest solicitation of thousands of think
ing people, who, having given me these subjects to lecture 
upon, urged me to write a manual. of reference, giving 
chapter, verse, and authority for the stupendous revelations 
that book contains. And yet, when after its publication, the 
people cried, “ If she be wrong, let the clergy answer and 
refute her 1 ” what was the answer rendered 1 At first, these 
reverend gentlemen, though so highly paid to teach the 
people the truths of religion, scorned to answer a woman, 
except by the old Pauline platitude, “ Let your women keep 
silence in the church.”

But when the people gibed and declared “ the infidel 
woman ” was simply unanswerable, by what logic did they 
attempt to refute her 1 Why, even after the fashion of the 
renowned St. Chrysostom, who, when taxed with stealing 
the legends, histories, and festivals of the Grecian gods, 
replied, “We know you heathens have your sons of Jove, 
and all their miracles and great doings; but what of that? 
The Devil—that cunning adversary—knowing oijir Lord was 
to be born in a manger at a set time, put it into the heads 
of you heathens to invent these things first.” No doubt.it 
was this truly wwnMike and logical reply that gave birth to 
the no less logical pamphlet, published in Australia soon 
after the first issue of my “ Faiths, Facts, and Frauds,” in 
which the learned and Right Reverend writer never denies 
the historical-claims of over.a dozen of Incarnate God-men of 
ancient nations—their miracles, divine teachings, or claims 
for miraculous birthsj but what of that 1 All these were

only myths, allegorical Saviours, prophecies of the Christ that 
was to come; hence this same pamphlet was appropriately 
called “ The Expectation of Christ,” and so all the Christs that 
preceded him were the antitypes—whilst he, the last of them 
all—was the only original L z .

Leaving such logic as this to speak for itself, I again 
express my regret that Mr. Crutchley’s uncompromising

• claims for the divinity of the Bible and the peerless charac- ' 
ter of the doctrines taught by Jesus—his sole ideal of the 
word, &c.—compel me to mar even the sweetness and beauty 
of some of the teachingaattributed to Christ by citing their 
direct opposite. Take as an illustration of this the following 
awful words declared to have been spoken by Jesus in ex
planation of the doom that must await at least ninety-nine 
per cent of the human race:— .

" They who believe and are baptised shall be saved, and they who 
believe not shall be damned; and these shall go away into everlasting 
fire prepared for the devil and his angels.*’

That there shall be no mistake about the character of 
our “ Heavenly Father ” as taught by Jesus. himself, we add 
a few more of his recorded sayings, all tending to show the 
horrible, never-ending tortures which God, the creator of 
men, is said to have designed for the hapless beings whom his 
own failure in creation and his own curse pronounced on man 
has made so imperfect:—

"Then shall he say unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, 
ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the Devil and his angels. 
. . . And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the 
righteous into life eternal.”—Matt. xxv. 41, 46.

"And if thy hand offend thee cut it off; it is better for thee 
to enter into life maimed, than having two hands to go into hell, into 
the fire that never shall be quenched; where their worm dieth not, and 
the fire is not quenched. And if thy foot offend thee, cut it off: it is 
better for thee to enter halt into life, than having two feet to be cast 
into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched: where their worm 
dieth not and the fire is not quenched,” &c., &c.—Mark ix. 43-48.

“But I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear: Fear him which 
after he hath killed hath power to cast into hell; yea, I say unto you, 
fear him.”—Luke xiL 5 ; Matt. x. 28. t

“ Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escap*e the dam
nation of hell 1 ”—Matt, xxiii. 33.

“ Whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.” 
—Matt. v. 22.

[Carlyle, who describes the population of England as " mostly 
fools” must be in considerable danger of hell fire. Christ also is in 
danger of hell fire himself, for he often called people fools (see Matt, 
xxiii. 17; Luke xi. 40; xxiv. 25), and also vipers, children of hell, an d 
so forth (see Matt, xxiii. 33,15; iu. 7; xii. 34)].

How these several sentences, all redolent of the most 
inhuman views of the Creator, can coincide with Mr. Crutch
ley’s assertion that “ God is love,” and “ the highest revela
tion of God is in Jesus Christ,” form paradoxes that nothing 
but such remarkable logic as Mr. Crutchley’s can dispose of. 
I will say nothing of the mass of contradictory statements 
that the New Testament writers make concerning the inci
dents both of the life and death of him whom it may be sup
posed all his disciples knew so intimately, nor question how it 
was that men “so illiterate,” as Mr. Crutchley reminds us the 
apostles were, could write those gospels at all. I pass over 
the fact that Philo and other Jewish and Greek writers give 
descriptions of the sect of Essenes, established at least a 
hundred years before the period of Jesus, and whom they 
declare to have had doctrines which exactly correspond to 
those of Jesus, and leading lives of equal purity and good
ness with the one Mr. Crutchley assumes to have been so 
inimitable. All these and a mass of other inexplicable 
matters may be relegated to the period when new revisions 
of these books may be presented to devout letter worship
pers, but that Which cannot thus be slurred over or left to 
the chances of fresh ecclesiastical patchwork to amend is the 
view of God and the destiny of man which the frightful 
teachings enunciated in the few quotations we have made 
present.

Of course I shall be told I am “ mutilating ” Holy Writ 
by taking these terrible passages, and leaving out the 
description of God as the forgiving Father of the prodigal, 
the publican, and the Magdalen, but I insist that such 
diverse teachings only make the New Testament as great a 
hodge podge of contradictions as is the Old. Are the passages 
quoted above the words of Jesus or not ? If not, what are 
We to* believe of the book ? if they are, what are we to believe 
of the Father of Men ? • . ' .

Can we conceive of any human father who, for.the com-, 
mission of sins inherited by his hapless offspring in the cir
cumstances of his birth—or, indeed, for any sins at all— 
would condemn his Child to be burnt up,; tortured in flaming 
fire, and that not for a few agonizing minutes, nor hours, nor 
days, but for a whole lifetime, to say nothing of an eternity ?

doubt.it
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Whilst the whole civilized world shrinks with loathing, 
and burns with indignation against the American doctors 
that have just subjected a wretched convict to ten minutes’ 
physical torture under an electrical machine, would not 
every man in the United States have risen to tear those 
doctors limb from limb if they had attempted to prolong the 
nameless agonies of that murdered man for ten days instead 
of minutes—to* say nothing of an eternity 1 . If these illus
trations represent man so much better—more merciful, for
giving, and humane—than tbe God of theology, then, I 
maintain, man has the. right to question these same theolo
gical teachings. If our destiny hereafter is to be mapped 
out by man m tortures too horrible for human nature even 
to contemplate, I, for one, in the name of the fellow-creatures 
I love, and would so gladly save from suffering, demand to 
know what is their authority for such teachings, and what 
right they have to call such horrors “ the Word of God ” ?

Happily for me, and the millions who have shared my 
spiritual experiences, we do not believe it. Wo know we 
must pay the penalty of every wrong done. We know we 
must make atonement in person for every evil we have com
mitted. But, we—who have learned the conditions of the 
life hereafter from the true, faithful, and beloved travellers 
who have reached that far country, and are in the actual 
experience of what they teach—know also “ that the path of 
eternal progress is open to all) whether mortals or spirits, who 
will to tread it, by the path of eternal good.”

' And the drift of modern thought is with us. Noble 
reforms which centuries ago should have been instituted and 
effected by the clergy, are now being promoted, nay, forced 
upon our modern civilization by the inspiration of “ God the 
Spirit,” through communion with His ministering angels. 
Not the least of these reforms is in matters of religion, and 
inquiry into the use, the truth, and the practical worth of 
the so-called religious teachings of the day.

Whatever the result may be, we have no fear for the 
ultimate triumph of truth, God’s real word to man; of 
good, which is God in man ; and justice, which is God’s law 
in creation. Should every religious system of the earth 
perish to-morrow, all that is, or ever was, true and beautiful 
in them will never die, but come forth into fairer, fresher 
forms of good and use than bigotry and superstition have 
ever yet permitted man to enjoy. As for ecclesiasticism, 
with its forms, ceremonials, and ritual mummeries, we cannot 
give a better definition of what it is and what it shall be, 
than the inspired words of the author of “Art Magic,” when 
he says:—

“ Tho real spiritual truths of antiquity have never died, but yet 
their exhibition has only at times illuminated the ages with corrueca- 
tions of light so little understood that their very radiance has been 
mistaken for the baleful glare of supernaturalism. . . . Mankind, 
absorbed in its devotion to the pursuits of material science, has ignored 
its spiritual interests, or carelessly committed them to the charge of an 
ignorant and selfish priesthood; but when the day of true spiritual 
awakening shall come, when the Soul of the Universe shall be known 
and felt in the souls of his creatures, the light of spiritual revelation 
will shine upon husks and figments of the dead past of which reason 
and intuition will be ashamed. It will show the lifeless bodies of 
ancient faiths from which the soul has long fled, leaving nothing but 
dust and ashes, ghosts of dead ceremonials, surplices and shaven crowns 
behind. It will show the painted clown and many-coloured harlequin 
of an ecclesiastical circus, still performing their dreary tricks in an 
amphitheatre from which the stately personages of the great drama 
have vanished, where the curtain has fallen, the lights are quenched, on 
which the eternal midnight of a dead age has set in, with nothing to 
relieve the great silence but the fluttering wings of the spectral ideas, 
which already begin to flit forth into the morning of a new day, seeking 
the resurrecting light of a truer, purer, and more glorious spiritual 
religion than has ever yet dawned for the soul of man/’

GOD’S ANVIL.
Pain’s furnace heat within me quivers, 
God’s breath upon the flame doth blow, 
And all my heart in anguish shivers, 
And trembles at the fiery glow ;
And yet I whisper, “ As God will,” 
And in His hottest fire hold still.
He comes and lays my heart, all heated, 
On the hard anvil minded so, , 

‘Into His own’fair shape to beat it, 
With His great hammer, blow on blow 
And yet I whisper, “ As God .will,” 
And ’neath His heaviest blows hold still.
He takes my soft’ned heart and beats it, 
The sparks fly off at every blow, .
He turns it o’er and o’er aqd heats it, 
And lets it dool, and makes it glow ; 
And yet I whisper, “As God will,” 
And in His mighty hand bold still.

Why should I murmur ? for the sorrow 
Thus only longer-lived must be ;
The end must come, and may to-morrow, 
A better future I shall see ;
So I say, trusting, “As God will,” 
And hoping, suffer, and hold still.
He kindles for my profit, purely,

■ Affliction’s hot and fiery brand ;. 
And all His heaviest blows are surely 
Inflicted by a master hand ;' .
So I say, praying, “ As God will,” . 
And waiting, suffer, and hold still.

OVER THE THRESHOLD.
BY DR. CHARLES W. HIDDEN.

(Extract 3. Continued from last number.)
OF PSYCHOMETRY, MAGNETIC HEALING, AND APPARITIONS.

.One of the strangest of gifts in the psychic line, to my 
mind at least, is that of the development of psychometry or 
soul reading. This consists, in brief, of giving impressions 
created in the mind while articles are held in the hand, or 
against the forehead. Professor J. Rhodes Buchanan is gene
rally credited with the honour of discovering this faculty, and 
he has recorded a splendid series of experiments in one of his 
works. Professor Denton has also placed on record a remark
able series of psychometric experiments. Psychometry 
proves that wo leave our mental impress upon the things we 
touch, as well as upon our surroundings. Examinations can 
be made from articles of clothing, furniture, letters, books, 
in fact, any and everything we may happen to touch. 
Letters written a century ago contain a vivid impression of 
the writer aud his surroundings, as clear and plain to the 
touch of the skilled psychometer as the picture on the wall.

Articles from every clime are also found to contain an 
imprint of their surroundings, a pictured representation of 
the country round about, invisible to the external senses, 
visible to the soul. The touch of nature is as palpable as 
the touch of man. Mat tecmay not be possessed of memory, 
but it is certain that it is capable of receiving and retaining 
impressions, to remain as silent tale-bearers for ever. To 
the touch of the psychometer all things are made plain; 
the soul indeed measures soul; and by the aid of this faculty 
we are enabled to trace aud keep track, so to speak, of both 
the living and the so-called dead.

Pyschometry can be made available in every department 
of social, progressional, aud mercantile life. This faculty, 
properly developed, furnishes an unerring guide in the read
ing of character, and can be used with wonderful success in 
diagnosing disease. The medical.psychometer can diagnose 
disease accurately by meaus of a letter, lock of hair, or piece 
of clothing which has been worn next the person. This 
may sound strange to people who aro not familiar with the 
subject; but in support of this statement the writer has on 
file letters from cured aud grateful patients whom he has 
never seen, and what is more, never expects to soe in this 
life.

Physicians are generally amongst the first to sneer at new 
discoveries, such as we have just outlined. Tho Jesuits, 
who discovered the worth of Peruvian bark, were hounded 
and persecuted by the doctors, who invoked even the aid of 
the pulpit to consign the discovery to oblivion. To-day. the 
doctors sing praises to it, “and Peruvian bark has become 
a specific in the medical world.” To-day the doctors sneer 
at psychometric diagnosing of disease; to-morrow it will bo 
hailed as a marvellous discovery, and we shall wonder how it 
was overlooked so long.

In keeping with this line of thought, it will not be out of 
place to refer to the transference of human magnetism as an 
aid in therapeutics, that mighty discovery which has been 
knocking at the door of reason for ages, pleading an entrance. 
Those who should have been the first to hail this discovery 
with loud acclaim have denied it entrance, and sought to 
throttle one of God’s greatest gifts to mankind through 
sneer, jeer, and restrictive legislation. Few physicians, pre
sumably, have seen that wonderful engraving representing 
Chiron fascinating -Esculapius, b.u. 92b, for. tho purpose of 
prevising an herb to euro the foot of Hercules, which bad 
boon wounded by a poisoned arrow. Chiron was tho great 
physician of his day, and tderived his name from a Greek 
word'moaning the hand, because ho performed most of his 
cures by manipulation. In after years his pupil, Escula-: 
pius; far eclipsed his master as a healer, and was invested 

, with divine honours. The old temples of healing on the 
River Tibor, dedicated to his memory, attest his worth as a
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healer of diseases.. Hippocrates, popularly called the father 
of medicine, also healed by means of magnetising and mani
pulating, and this he called the “secret means of medicine.” 
With the example of Chiron, Esculapius, Hippocrates, 
Mesmer, and the progressive physicians who have cropped 
out in every age of the world’s history, it seems strange that 
physicians allow this .natural mode of healing to become one 
of the lost arts. But, my brother physicians, sneers and 
jeers will not avail. Hypnotism, only another name for the 
magnetising and charming of the ancients, will not down at • 
the bidding of any man. The time will comewhen it will 
be regularly taught and form part of the curriculum of the 
schools. The handwriting is on the wall. God’s wondrous 
gift for the alleviation of human suffering is bound to come 
into vogue once more, and this time to stay......................

Well authenticated statements of the appearance of 
spirit forms, or apparitions, as they are popularly called, are 
always deeply interesting to students in psychic lore. 
Because of this we have selected a number from our own 
collection, and beg to assure the reader that in every in
stance the writers state that they are ready to affirm under 
oath the truth of the stories told.

Mr. Peter Keating, of Hulmeville, Pa., writes that in 
the summer of 1868 he returned from a business trip to 
Philadelphia. His parents failed to meet him at Bristol, 
and as he neared home the moon arose, and standing in the 
moonlight, near the corner of the house, he saw the form of 
a young man by the name of Smith Creque, whom he knew 
well. As he leaned over the gate the man disappeared. 
Mr. Keating aroused his father, and, in response to question
ing, was informed that Creque had died during his, Keating’s, 
absence in Philadelphia. Mr. Keating had no knowledge of 
the death of Creque until informed of it by his father, and is 
certain that he saw the spirit form of his young friend out 
there in the moonlight.

Mr. Cyrus Bradford, of Erie, Mich., writes that when a 
boy he saw, one afternoon, a strange man enter the doorway 
of the house, and heard him say, “ How d’ye do?” Mr. 
Bradford went to give the man a chair, when, lo and 
behold, he disappeared. He told his father of the occurrence, 
and the latter declared the description an accurate one of 
his eldest brother, then supposed to be alive and well, at 
Springfield, Ohio. Three days later Mr. Bradford was 
lying upon the bed in his room, when the door opened and I 
the same man entered; he spoke, as before, and when 
Bradford arose to offer him a chair, left the room, closing the 
door behind him. A few days afterwards Mr. Bradford’s 
father received a letter stating that his eldest brother died 
in Springfield a few days prior to the first appearance 
referred to. Both times the man appeared in broad day
light, and Mr. Bradford avers that he was wide awake in 
each instance.

Mr. P. C. Mills, the eminent lecturer, has furnished the 
writer with several interesting spiritual experiences, one of 
which is in keeping with our theme. It was in the spring 
of 1863 that Mr. Mills sat in his tent on one of the battle
fields of the south. His attention was attracted to the 
entrance of his tent, and he saw standing there the form of 
a long-deceased Sister. The form was in plain view, and 
clad in white. She spoke to him, and uttered a prophecy 
which will be referred to in future papers. Mr. Mills says, 
“No form could seem more tangible, no voice more clearly 
distinguishable,” and he adds that he watched her closely 
as she slowly faded out from view, until all that was left 
was- “ a vapoury mist of light.”

Mr. Richard W. Hidden, of Newburyport, Mass., a brother 
of the writer, says that a year ago, while he was attending 
to his duties as sexton in the vestry of the Whitefield 
Church, Joseph Chase, the deceased superintendent of the 
Whitefield Sunday School and a prominent member of the 
parish, appeared before him, standing at the vestry door. 
Mr. Chase, before his decease, had informed Mr. Hidden 
that, if it was possible to return after death, that he Chase, 
would certainly do it, and the sexton regards the appearance 
as in fulfilment of this promise. The vestry was lighted at 

kthe time,, and Mr. Hidden pays that Chase was perfect in 
form and feature, aud looked as if alive. The.apparition, 
after a minute or two, gradually faded away. Nothing can 
shake the sfexton’s belief that he saw his dead friend.

By permission of Mr. S. S. McClure the writer is enabled 
to present.a remarkable story from the pen of Kellar, the 
world-famed magician-a story shewing, apparently, the 
ability of .a spirit to make its. presence known by means, of 

. whistling to living brother, and friends. We have since had 

the story from Mr. Kellar in person, and he says that the 
story is true, strange though it may sound to people who 
have not been favoured with such experiences.

Yamadeva, one of Kellar’s troupe, had ruptured the 
muscles of the chest by rolling a heavy ball, in a game of 
ten-pins, one afternoon in 1878. Four days afterward the 
doctors gave permission to remove Yamadeva from Shanghai, 
where the accident happened, to Hong Kong, on the steam
ship Khiva. The poor fellow died at midnight, breathing 
his last in the arms of his brother, Ling Look.

The ship’s carpenter made a rough coffin, and the remains 
of Yamadeva were deposited on the bridge.

We now let the story proceed in Kellar’s own words. 
“ On the evening of the second day, at about nine, o’clock, 
while the ship was calmly steaming down the Formosa 
channel, Ling Look, Mr. Gray, of the Hong Kong and 
Shanghai band, Mrs. Gray, a clergyman, and I were seated 
on deck aft, when suddenly there was a clear and distinct 
whistle ‘ ti-ta-titati-tati,’ such as our company used among 
themselves for purposes of recognition.

We were all very much astonished and more or less 
excited. Ling Look was very much affected, and exclaimed, 
1 That is Yamadeva whistling,’ and answered the call by our 
well-known * too-ti-ti.’

“This was at once answered by the correct reply, 
‘ ti-i-i-i-oo.’

“ Ling Look now gave the first call ‘ ti-tarti-tati-tatl’
“This was immediately answered by the invisible 

power with *tioo-ti-ti.’ .
“ The calls were repeated by Ling several times, and 

each time the correct reply came from the air above. The 
night was clear and bright, and no one was concealed on 
deck, as every place Was carefully searched.

“Ling Look insisted on opening the coffin, to see if 
Yamadeva was really dead, and when he viewed the body he 
said, * Yamadeva is calling me, and I must go with him.’

“ Within a few days after Ling Look was taken sick in 
Hong Kong, and died in the hospital there. We buried him 
beside his brother Yamadeva. They are resting side by side 
in Happy Valley, the beautiful cemetery of Hong Kong.”

(To be continued.)

SOME OF THE WORLD’S RELIGIOUS CRANKS. 
THE LAST RELIGIOUS GRAZE AT MALAGA.

By a correspondent of the London “Morning Chronicled 
“Your readers may remember that some time ago, I drew 
their attention to a very remarkable phase of religious fana
ticism in the village of Torlox, in the province of Malaga. 
The devotees of this religion took it into their heads, under 
the leadership of a woman who declared herself to be a 
prophetess of the Most High, to conduct the mundane 
affairs of this life in the simple garb of Adam and Eve before 
the Fall. This was bad enough, and led to the interference 
of the Crown officials. But this was not all. Another por
tion of their doctrine was to inflict upon themselves wounds 
in the hands, feet, and side, in imitation of the crucifix. 
They also burnt all their worldly possessions, in the belief 
that a higher power would furnish them with all they 
needed. Altogether their behaviour obliged the Govern
ment to interfere, and a short time since a number of their 
leaders were put upon trial Already the most extra
ordinary revelations have been made. .

“ The most interesting feature in connection with the trial 
has been the experiments in hypnotism which have been 
made on the defendants by medical specialists—this being 
the first time hypnotism has been resorted to in Spain in 
the interests of justice.

“ In nearly every case the defendants proved to be 1 good 1 
subjects. Many of the experiments tried by the doctors 
were of the most extraordinary character. One of the 
accused, for instance, when in a state of hypnotism, on being 
ordered to perspire, broke out almost instantly in a state of 
profuse perspiration, while another, who was ordered to 
ascend a very high mountain, being the while in an ordinary 
room/ behaved as if he.were actually climbing, his breathing 
becoming difficult and his heart beating violently. : When 
this man was told that he had reached the summit, and 
might rest awhile, the symptoms of exhaustion gradually 
disappeared. Others were pricked with long pins, and gave 
no evidence of feeling what was being done to them. The 
trial lasted several days, and resulted in merely nominal 
punishment being imposed upon the accused, who, for the 
most part* seem to be harmless, but WQak-minded people.”
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The Chronicle says, editorially: “ A few months ago a 
woman, a native of the village of Torlox, declared that the 
Virgin Mary had appeared to her, and ordered her to preaoh 
a new gospel for the salvation of mankind, as the end of the 
world was at hand. The woman’s story seems to have been 
believed without hesitation, and soon the whole village was 
in a state of religious frenzy. Toe woman preached in 
favour of the abandonment of earthly possessions, and 
advocated a return to the mode of life and habits of primitive 
man. .

‘‘‘During the height of the frenzy a large fire was lighted 
in the village, into which the converts to this fantastic 
superstition threw their valuables, furniture, and clothes; 
men, women, and children dancing and shouting around the 
fire in a state of nudity. Warned of what was going on, 
the local gendarmerie arrived only just in time to save the 
infants from being thrown into the fire by their frenzied 
mothers, and to prevent the houses of the village from being 
set on fire.”

. FANATICAL CRANKS IN RUSSIA.
The ignorant and degraded peasantry of Russia have fur

nished material for a large number of crazy sects. “About 
twenty-five years ago a new mystical sect appeared in Russia, 
called the ‘Jumpers.’ The principal dogma of this sect is 
the descent of the Holy Spirit upon believers. This descent 
takes place only upon the elect during religious meetings, 
and takes place continually only upon two or three persons 
in each meeting. Habitually it occurs only at the end of a 
meeting, when all have been suitably prepared by prayer. 
The signs of His presence are chiefly an unusual pallor of the 
face, quickened breath, then a swaying of the whole body, 
then the persons begin to tap rhythmically with their feet, 
and then follow jumpings and violent contortions, and in the 
end they fall heavily to the ground. Some of the believers 
sway, and then, springing on the benches, begin to jump. 
Others fall to the floor, and there remain stretched out for a 
whole hour or more. Others march around the room with 
theatrical stride, shaken by hysteric sobs. And while twirl
ing in their places, throwing themselves about, falling on the 
ground, or raising themselves again. The meeting ends with 
a fraternal greeting, the teachers and apostles embracing each 
other, and then retiring to the opposite sides of the room. 
Then the brothers and sisters come to them successively, 
throw themselves on the ground three times before them, 
and embrace them three times. This fraternal greeting lasts 
sometimes an hour or two.”—Buchanan’s Journal of Man.

IN ITALY.
The European news states that “The priest of the village 

of Canicatti (Sicily), a few weeks ago, preached a sermon upon 
the terrors of the Inferno, and in the midst of his discourse 
he suddenly stopped and exclaimed in tragical tones, ‘Ecco il 
diavolo I ’ And there, sure enough, was seen standing near 
the pulpit a very fierce-looking demon, all black, with two 
great horns on his head and a long tail trailing upon the 
floor. In an instant there was a panic among the super
stitious congregation, and in the struggle to reach the doors 
many women were injured, while others became ill from sheer 
fright. The judicial inquiry which at once followed plucked 
the heart out of the mystery. The priest, thinking to give 
‘actuality’ to his sermon, had got up one of his acolytes in 
the semblance of the devil of tradition.”

IN GEORGIA, U.S. A. .
A despatch to the New York Herald, of May 17th, from 

Atlanta, says: “ The Salvation Army is playing sad havoc 
with family circles in Atlanta, and no end of divorce suits 
among respectable people have grown out of its presence 
here. Numbers of petitions have been sent to the chief 
of police and to the mayor, and even to the governor, to 
force the army out of the town, but all to no effect, and the 
Salvationists marched the streets nightly. W. S. Withers, 
a prominent business man, who owned large ironworks in the 
city, has become so infatuated with the army that ho has 
quit business entirely, having put out the fires in his furnace 
and closed his shops.” I

. . . .If{ LONDON, . 1

Spurgeon, the leading crank preacher of Loudon, says, in 
opposition to the Baptist Union, which is more liberal: “ If 
(Sod had intended progressive theology he would never have I 
given ns a book ; or, if he had, he would have made an I 
arrangement for successive editions. The mouth of the 
Lord hath spoken it—that settles it They may speak I 
about its being stereotyped if they will. So it is* When I

you have reached perfection you cannot go beyond it 
Moreover, the book which contains the Gospel, was sealed 
in the most solemn manner, thus: ‘ If any man shall add unto 
this book, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written 
in this bonk ; and if any man shall take away from the words 
of the book) God shall take away his name from the Book of 
Life and from the holy city, and from the things which are 
written in this book.' I regard, therefore, the Gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to have come to us as an absolutely 
perfect thing, and to abide like the God who gave it, without 
variableness or shadow of turning. . . . There is not a hint 
of fresh doctrine having to spring up.” Great are the 
Cranks of Theology 11 .

VOICES IN THE AIR.

The Rev. L. F. Foster, of Cincinnati, Secretary of the Ohio 
Christian Socialist Society, has been requested to resign his 
church, as hiis people “ do not want the gospel applying to 
social and labour questions.”

A courageous clergyman in South Boston gave recently 
a manly reply to a similar criticism. Being asked by a 
parishioner to stick to his business of saving souls he said : 
“The phrase ‘to save souls’ has been made to cover a 
multitude of selfish sins. When I was in Seattle in the 
days of the anti-Chinese riots, and denounced the murderers 
of the Chinamen from my pulpit, I was piously advised to 
devote myself ‘to saving souls.’ When in Boise City, Idaho, 
I denounced the growing disposition to cringe to the Mormon 
sentiment there, some of the time-serving political news
papers severely reminded me that it was my business ‘ to 
save souls.’ And now in Boston, when I denounce the cruel 
combinations of capital which defeat honest and free com
petition in the labour world, and defend the labourer’s right 
to share in the advantages that have accrued from the inven
tions of our day, I am not astonished to hear the old tune, 
‘ it is your business to save souls.’ ” If the gospel of the 
carpenter of Nazareth has no mission to the carpenters of 
Boston in their struggle for a just and equitable adjustment 
of the conditions of their daily toil, then it has no mission 
at all.

Astrology in Boston.—The Boston Herald says: “If the 
name of so intelligent and trustworthy a correspondent as 
Lilian Whiting was not appended to a Boston letter to the New 
Orleans Times-Democrat, stating that there is a large and 
constantly-increasing number of people in this city who are 
consulting astrologers, and that amongst others a merchant 
here, who found he was losing money unaccountably, 
obtained, through this sort of an agency, a full description 
of the clerk who was robbing him, we should hesitate to 
believe it. As it is, we suppose we are bound to accept it as 
correct” Miss Whiting says her statement was made upon 
“ unquestionable authority.”

SUSIE.

“ A LITTLE girl has died,” they say— 
Only sixteen !

Weep, if ye may—bend low as ye pray !
• “ What does ib mean 1 ”

But we cannot weep, though the child be dead. 
And hearts beat sore ;

Life droops unnerved, by yon stirless bed, .
By the shadowed door.

Listen! God fashioned a house. He said:
“ Build it with care ; M

Then softly laid the soul of a maid 
To dwell in there.

And always he watched it—guarded it so, 
Both day and nighb ;

The wee soul grew as the lilies do, 
Splendid and white.

It grew, I say, as your lilies grow, 
Tender and tall;

Till God smiled, M Now the house is too low 
For the child, and small.”

And gently he shut the shutters oiie night, .
' And closed the door; •

“More room and more light to walk upright;—
• On our Father’s floori"

More room, more light, for the maid you know— 
Only sixteen; . ‘

And on God's.High Row, where angels go, ’ 
. She smiles between. ' .

—A. Pt Bejbia in “ Good Words.’1
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EXTRACTS FROM A PAPER ON SPIRITUALISM 
IN ALL AGES.

BY J. M. PEEBLES, M.D.

A summary of modern inventions, comforts, improvements, 
and conveniences, such as stoves, hot air, steam, gas, electric 
lights, the telegraph, the Atlantic cable, the spectroscope, 
the telephone, tbe photograph, the phonograph, phrenology, 
psychometry, with other scientific discoveries, coming into 
practical use during the last fifty years, almost seem to 
me for the moment, with my vivid recollections of boyhood 
time, like the fairy tales of the “ Arabian Nights.”

There are lost arts, and there have been many golden 
ages of history ; the Ptolemies in Egypt, Pericles in Athens, 
Augustus in Rome; but our golden age, the last half of this 
century, resplendent with art, science, research, discovery 
and religious aspiration, was a befitting time for the re
discovery and propagation of spiritism. I say re-discovery, 
for to agnostic materialists and Protestant Christians, 
spiritism, demonstrating cdnscious communications between 
mortals and the over-arching invisible worlds of immortals, 
was literally a discovery—a new revelation.

The world moves, in cycles. And this upward-tending, 
progressive world of ours, constantly moved upon by the 
Divine*Spirit, was now ripe and ready for the “Rochester 
rappings.” They came—came naturally, causing excitement 
even to consternation, in social, sectarian and scientific 
circles. The wonder grew, and no Samson was on hand to 
solve the riddle.

The Buffalo “ toe-joint ” doctors that pretended to expose 
the marvels, died as might be expected, from taking their 
own doses. Investigations and prejudicial reports, instead 
of putting down the spirits, only gave wings to their mani
festations. They had evidently come to stay. They have 
stayed. And they will stay, manifesting in some form, so 
long as this earth remains a race-bearing planet. These 
sph;ituaLintelligences from different, spheres were, and are 
to-day, God’s living witnesses.of the soul's future existence.

The fact of spirit intercourse in 1848, was not absolutely 
new, for every student of history knows that all ages and 
races had in some form witnessed and echoed these phe
nomena. They were considered at different periods miracles, 
magiCj possessions, apparitions,, oracles, special providences, 
witchcraft, demons, and apgels. Their persistence, surviving

the decay of thrones and. empires, is, according to Herbert 
Spencer, a proof of their reality and their value. One of 
our poets has said:

" If ancestry can be believed, 
Descending spirits have conversed with man 

. And told him secrets of the world unknown.”
Well do I remember a conversation when in Canton, 

China (the guest of Dr. Kerr, both physician and missionary), 
upon mesmerism and spiritism. When I had got well 
warmed up in my description of American spirit manifesta
tions, he coolly exclaimed: “ Why, sir, these manifestations 
are very old in this country; China is an empire of spirit
ists,” and to prove it, he took me. out to temples, shrines and 
booths, where I witnessed spirit writing and other forms of 
mediumship.

Spiritism is never to be used interchangeably with 
spiritualism. For weary years I have pressed this point in 
my books, essays, and lectures. Spiritualism inheres in and 
originates from God, who is spirit, and therefore naturally 
and necessarily refers to man as a spiritual being, the off
spring of God. Spiritualism then, from spirit and spiritual, 
is the direct antithesis of materialism, which posits the 
origin and present condition of all things in matter, plus 
some unknowable potencies. Like the Greek arch, mater
ialism rises only a little above the earth to come back to it 
again—and so death ends alL The spiritual is real God 
is spirit.

Pythagoras, the famous Samian, taught that angels and 
spirits exercised a guardian care over mortals.

Socrates had his ever-attending spirit-helper to whom he 
listened.

The apostles healed the sick, saw visions aud witnessed 
the Transfiguration

Constantine saw a flaming cross iu the heavens with the 
ominous words, “ In this sign shall thou conquer.”

Joan of Arc saw visions and conversed with risen saints.
Torquato Tasso frequently heard the voices of spiritual 

beings.
Anthony of Egypt met angels by the wayside, and had 

holy visions.
St Francis of Assissi put down demons aud talked with 

angels.
George Fox the Quaker was entranced aud had the 

spiritual gift of healing.
The Wesleys .heard spiritual sounds and mysterious 

noises in their home when at prayer. *
Baron Swedenborg conversed with spirits and angels 

during twenty-seven years of his eventful life.
Savonarola, Bruno, Boelman and Roger Bacon, were 

spiritualists, inspired and possessed of mediumistic powers.
John Bunyan and Richard Baxter were spiritualists. 

Just before Baxter’s death he published his work, “Tho 
certainty of the world- of spirits fully evinced by unquestion
able histories.”

Dr. Adam Clark declared his belief that there was a 
“spiritual world in which human spirits both good and bad 
lived,” and that “these spirits have intercourse with this 
world ajnd become visible to mortals.”

The French President, Thiers, said, “I am a spiritualist, 
an impassioned one; and I am anxious, I repeat, to confound 
materialism in the name of science and good sense.” ..

Seuor Castelar, Professor of History in a Spanish Uni
versity,, is a spiritualist. “I believe,” said he, “that I 
commune with beloved ones lost to my sight during this my 
troubled earthly life.”

M. Camille Flammarion, the French astronomer, is an 
avowed spiritualist.

John Bright, the British statesman, said to me in his 
own mansion in presence of Mr. Bailey, a poet of some note, 
that he “ had witnessed marvellous manifestations with D. 
D. Home and others that he could account for only upon 
the hypothesis that the agencies were spirits.”

Ex-Premier Gladstone, who has investigated the spiritual 
phenomena, said: “ I know of no rule which forbids a 

i Christian to examine into the signs of preternatural agency 
in the system called spiritualism.”

While lecturing several months in London upon spirit
ualism and cognate subjects, I had no more patient listeners * 
than A. R. Wallace, the naturalist, aiid C. F. Varley, the 
electrician. *

Memories of the past remind me that in other lands I 
sat in. stances with Victor Hugo, H. R. H., the Prince of 
Solms, William Crooks, F. R. S., Leon Favre, Consul General

• of France, and other eminent Statemen, scientists, savans—• 
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all spiritualists ! What a chain of testimonies stretching in 
golden links adown the ages.

My thought, this hour, is fully expressed in the clear
ringing language of that eminent English naturalist and 
scientist, Alfred Russell Wallace, F.G.S.: **My position, 
therefore,” says he, “ is that all the phenomena of spiritualism 
in their entirety do not require further confirmation. They 
are proved quite as well as any facts are proved in other 
sciences.”

It is uot matter, nor sea slime, nor protoplasm, that con
stitutes the basis of life, but spirit; that is to say, spiritual 
or divine substance. Spirituality is the substantial reality. 
And man is a spirit now, a spirit living in a material body, 
which body bears something of the same relation to the real 
conscious invisible man that the husk bears to the corn. 
Evidently, man is a trinity in unity. He is constituted of a 
physical body, a spiritual body and conscious, undying soul, 
triune here, dual over there, and one uncompounded, indes
tructible divine substance in his inmost forever. .

I repeat, man is a spirit now, and spirits are but men 
and women divested of their mortal bodies. They have 
taken with them consciousness, memory, reason, sympathy, 
character. And they walk by our sides, often felt and yet 
unseen. Philosophically considered, there is bub one world, 
and that one world embraces the yesterdays, the to-days, 
and the innumerable to-morrows of eternity, and mediums 
stand midway between the visible and the invisible states of 
existence. They are conscious and unconscious sensitives ; 
they are mesmeric instruments most delicately tuned ; they 
are towering palms that catch and reflect such morning sun
beams of light and love as gladden other spheres; they are 
the trumpeters upon the mountains; they are the message 
bearers of immortal truths from gods and angels to men; 
and to be successful in their missions of good tidings, they 
need the most pleasant surroundings, the most perfect con
ditions. Doubtless there are “ frauds.” Such is the case in 
all life’s callings. Let them first be reprimanded in private, 
then reproved more sternly, aud then punished. And the 
proper ones to do this are kind, generous, full-orbed men, 
and genuine spiritualists, rather than pretentious unprin
cipled thugs. The greatest frauds among spiritualists are 
the fraud hunters. They get out from a stance just about 
what they take into it, and so fools are answered according 
to their folly. If those fraud-hunting psychical researchists 
had been among the night-watching shepherds of Palestine, 
instead of looking up at, trustingly, Bethlehem’s star, and 
listening to the songs of the angels, they would have been 
ogling around some old Syrian stable, scenting out the odours 
of the offal—that would be their natural element.

Mediumship is innate in all human organizations, await
ing development and demanding the most careful culture. It 
should be relegated to where it naturally belongs—the select 
sdance, the quiet family, the religious home circle. Judge 
Edmonds opened his stances with prayer. And mediums 
should be guarded and surrounded by kind, sympathetic and 
calm religious influences; then would there come, continually 
come, richer and still grander pentecostal outpourings of the 
spirit from the heavenly world.

Spiritualism has not only demonstrated a future life, but 
it has explained the philosophy and psychic methods of 
spirit intercourse; it has liberalized the public mind ; it has 
encouraged the philanthropic- reforms of the age; it has 
given us a revised geography of the heavens, and disclosed 
some of the transcendent beauties awaiting us in the many- 
mansioned house of the Father.—The Golden Gate.

TESTIMONIAL TO MR. ALFRED KITSON.

It will be remembered that at the Annual Conference of the 
Lyceums, held at Oldham on Sunday, May 11th, it was moved 
by Mr. Wm. Johnson, of Hyde, seconded by Mr. Emmott, of 
Oldham, supported by all the delegates, and carried by 
the unanimous vote of a large audience, that a testimonial 
of high appreciation and thankfulness was duo to Alfred 
Kitson, the untiring, self-sacrificing, and devoted labourer 
for that branch of the spiritual cause, which is to make the . 
men and women of the next generation, and thus shape the 
destinies of the race, namely, “ The Spiritualists’ Progressive 
Children’s Lyceums.”

Alfred Kitson, a working-man, who, without money,, price, 
or recompense, has given his nights, after many a hard day’s 
labour, to study how best to write books for Lyceum use, 
organize new Lyceums, and perform all the arduous duties

accruing from the office of secretary to the last three years’ 
Annual Lyceum Conferences.

In response to Mrs. Hardinge Britten’s summing up of 
the work this brave private of the ranks has accomplished, 
the Conference audience selected Mrs. Britten to carry out 
these resolutions-*-and though the Editor of The Two Worlds 
is only herself a working woman, with little or no time at her 
disposal, she cheerfully accepted the charge, and first, through 
the wide distribut ion of a printed circular, and subsequently 
by an appeal to the members, teachers, and friends of spiritu
alism, and especially of the great and momentous work of the 
Progressive Lyceums, she called upon them to respond at 
once, and, according to their utmost capabilities, to collect a 
financial testimonial to the worth and service of good Alfred 
Kitson. To this kind and faithful worker, the halfpence 
of the children of the Lyceums will be as precious as the 
pounds of the millionaire, if any such rara avis were amongst 
us. Largely, therefore, through the collection of small sums 
contributed with real affection and pleasure from the little 
ones, together with a few donations from friends of the 
Lyceum movement, the sum of fifteen pounds seven shillings 
and one halfpenny has been collected.

The money—placed in an olive-wood purse, the gift of 
Dr. Britten—was presented to. Mr. Kitson on behalf of the 
Lyceum Conference Committee, as well as the kind donors— 
old and young, large and small—whose mites have mounted 

■ up to the above-mentioned sum. The presentation took place 
at the close of the afternoon service of Sunday, August 31st, 
in the Albert Hall, Dewsbury, when the spiritualists of that 
district celebrated their Lyoeum anniversary.

Mrs. Hardinge Britten, the speaker of the day—also the 
collector and treasurer of the sums donated—made the pre
sentation address, in terms that moved many present to 
tears, and touched the warmest and most fraternal senti
ments of all.

Although too deeply affected to emulate the eloquence 
of the presentation address, Mr. Kitson replied iu a short 
speech full of devotion to the interests of the Lyoeum aud 
heartfelt gratitude, the entire assembly present evincing 
their deep sympathy with the principal actors in this inter
esting scene. Mrs. Britten presented, together with the hand
some purse, the letters she had received from the donors, 
including the names of all the little Lyceumists who had sent 
their pennies aud their love. These letters and the loug list 
of Mr. Kitson’s young frieuds we are quite sure will be as 
highly treasured—if not far more so—than the golden tribute 
within the little purse. We now append the entire list of the 
Lyceums and donors, with the sums sent in full. They are 
as follows:—

£ a. d.
Newcastle-on-Tyne Progressive Lyceum.................. 2 12 1
North Shields ,, .................. 1 4 4
Manchester „ ■ .................. 10 0
Sowerby Bridge „ .................. 0 9 9
Halifax „ .................. 0 8 6
Batley Carr „ .................. 1 17 6
Mil ton St. Rooms, Bradford „ .................. 0 6 0
Brook Street, Huddersfield ,, .................. 0 5 0
Marylebone, London „ .................. 0 6 3
Accrington „ .................. 0 7 9
South London, Peckham „ .................. 0 2 6
Rawtenstall >> .................. 0 2 4|
Blackburn „ .................. 0 2. 6
Pendleton „ • .................. 0 4 0
Slaithwaite • „ .................. 0 3 6
E. W. W. and M. W. Manchester............................. 0 5 0
Mrs. Keeves Record, London ................................. 0 5 0
Mrs. and Mrs. Heppleston, Huddersfield... ............... 0 10 0
Mr. Oliffe, Ossett........................................................ 0 2 6
Dr. and Mrs. Britten, Manchester .;..................... 0 10 0
Mr. A. Glendinning, London..................................... 0 3 0
Mr. David Brown, Rhodes......................................... 0 2 6
Mr. George Robertson, Glasgow ............................. 0 5 0
Mr. R. Fitton, Manchester ..................................... 0 5 0
Mr. W. Whitley, Kensington, London...................... 0 5 0
E. B., a young Lyceumist of the South London 

Lyceum................................................. 0 1 0
Mr. Thomas Bell, Romsey, Hampshire ................. 0 2 6
Brighouse Progressive Lyceum................................. 0 10 0
Frederick Thomas, Sowerby Bridge......................... 0 1 0
Oldham Society of Spiritualists ............................. 19 0
An Old Friend from Bradford ................................ 0 2 0
Mr. and Mrs. Brearley, Brighouse ......................... 0 5 0
Augustus Johnson, Esq., Ambleside ..... ............... Q -5 0

£16 7 0$
’ ANNIVERSARY SERVICES.

It is only necessary to add that the services at the fine hall 
were deeply interesting, aud attended by immense audiences 
b(>tlr afternoon and. evening. In the evoniug, iu fact, tho vast 
auditorium aud small gallery were a complete sea of heads,



508 THE TWO WORLDS. [September 5, 1890.

and the audience manifested their interest by the most pro
found attention. Besides the excellent and well-trained sing
ing of the Lyceum scholars, who came marching from their 
room at Batley Carr, with flying banners in full force, there 
was a capital amateur string and wind band, which played 
from time to time admirably—winding up the evening and 
stirring all present to high enthusiasm by playing, at Mrs. 
Britten’s request, the grand “ Hallelujah Chorus.4’ In the 
afternoon the touching ceremony of naming Mrs. Kitson’s 
little baby daughter, was performed by Mrs. Britten; in 
short, the services throughout bore noble testimony to the 
cause of spiritualism and its brave defenders, and will be 
long remembered in that district of Yorkshire.—Cor.

. Note.—Since the presentation last Sunday, the following 
sums have been received and forwarded to Mr. Kitson:—

Mr. Grundy-Crook, Durham....
Mr. E. H. Shork..........................
Mr. and Mra. Sykes, Boston Spa

& 
0 
0 
0

s.
2 
2
5

0 
0
0

£0 9 0

NEVER TOO LATE.

Nothing is too late 
Till the tired heart shall cease to palpitate. 
Cato learned Greek at eighty ; Sophocles 

‘ Wrote his grand CEdipus, and Simonides 
Bore off the prise of verse from his compeers, 
When each had numbered more than four score years ; 
And Theophrastus at four score and ten 

Had but begun his characters of men. '
Chaucer, at Woodstock, with the nightingales, 
At sixty wrote his Canterbury Tales;
Goethe, at Weimar, toiling to the last, 
Completed Faust when eighty years were past. 
These are indeed exceptions, but they show 
How far the Gulf Stream of our life may flow 
Into the Arctic regions of our lives, 
When little else then life itself survives.—Longfellow.

LYCEUM

TRIXY’S PRIZE POEM.
BY JULIA MILLS DUNN.

When Miss Fairlie, the teacher in the A room, requested the 
pupils to remain after school was dismissed, all the children in the 
class wondered what it could possibly mean. Had some one done 
wrong, and was he to be exposed to his fellow classmates 1 Each of the 
younger boys, with one accord, began to review his record mentally, to 
see if it could be he. Tom De Peyster, who had pulled the wings off 
a poor little fly that day, and the boys who had sat near him and laughed 
at the antics of the tortured insect as it plunged wildly about the desk, 
began to look sober.

Flossy Marx, who sat near the window, and had spent a good deal of 
time sweeping up the white cheery blossoms that drifted in with every 
breath of south wind, and made believe it was a little doll’s bed on 
which she laid a doll, fashioned from her tiny lace-trimmed handker- 

, chief, looked very serious, and wondered if Miss Fairlie had seen her 
playing after all. .

But the expression on Miss Fairlie’s face was not one of reproof. 
“Members of the Loyal Temperance Legion will please rise to their 
feet,” commanded the teacher.

Forty bobbing heads—black, brown, white and yellow—were up in 
a twinkling, and forty pairs of eyes—black, blue, brown and grey began 
to sparkle. When Miss Fairlie planned anything for the Loyal 
Temperance Legion, it was sure to be something good.

“ We were going to have one of our children’s dime sociables for 
the benefit of the Loyal Temperance Legion,” said Miss Fairlie, “ but 
I have thought it best to have something new by the way of variety. 
We will have a rhyming contest, and the boy or girl who composes the 
best poem of not less than eight lines on the subject of temperance, 
will receive $5 in gold for a prize. All can compete who wish to do so, 
and the prize will be awarded by a committee of three, chosen from 
the audience by the children themselves. You have just a week in 
which to prepare your lines, and all who are willing to compete may 
raise their hands.”

Up flew the hands in every direction, though when they came to 
be counted only twenty-five had the courage to pledge themselves.

“If there isn’t Trixy Winslow,” whispered Fanny Brayton, the 
■ ' largest girl in school, to her little cousin, Flossy Marx. “Wonder if 

she is really going to try for the prize,” and she looked severely bn poor 
little Trixy as she ppoke. . .

But Trixy, bright and jolly, spite of her rags and patches, and 
quite unconscious of any intentional offence, returned Fanny’s severe 

• ' glance with a gay smile that showed all her white teeth, and stood, her 
hands clasped in a sort of rapture. , 4

, Rhyming was Trixy’s one gift. The children at home, ragged and 
noisy, might clamber about her, with clamorous appeals for this and 

' that, for Trixy was general nurse to the rollicking brood that filled the 
house all day long with turmoil and confusion, but Trixy, with a stubby

lead pencil, would pursue her beloved pastime of scribbling rhymes all 
over everything in the most prodigal fashion, on the margins of news
papers, on the blank leaves of books, even on bits of clean shingles 
when nothing better offered itself.

Only one thing could rob Trixy of all enjoyment in her rhymes, 
and that was to see her father come reeling down the lane, his hat askew 
on his tumbled, frowsy hair, his eyes bleared and red, and his words 
wild and incoherent. Then she would put down the fat, heavy baby 
on the floor, and hide away in the orchard behind the house or in the 
kitchen garret, anywhere, to escape the sight that filled her with a deadly 
terror that she could not conquer, and only increased as the days went 
by, and the repulsive spectacle grew more and more frequent.

. Her mother, toiling at the sewing machine day after day, to earn 
the scanty sum that barely kept them from starvation, knew nothing 
of Trixy’s scribbling. She was a sad, abstracted woman, weighed down 
by the weight of her grief and care, a loving mother, but so absorbed 
in providing for the physical needs of her family that she had little 
thought for anything else. So down in the orchard where the grass 
grew thick and tall amid the nodding crimson clover blossoms, or sitting 
beside the creek in the maple woods just beyond the orchard, with 
bare feet hanging in the gurgling stream, Trixy dreamed her childish 
dreams, and wove them full of her own bright fancies.

‘ If I could only get the prize for mother,” she thought to herself, 
“ then the baby could have a pair of new shoes, and mother the shawl 
she needs so much, and—oh, ever so many things, for $5 is such a lot 
of money I ”

From the day of its announcement the prize became the all
absorbing topic of conversation among the pupils in Miss Fairlie’s room. 
Notwithstanding her request that no time or thought should be given 
to the subject in school hours, many a bright head was bent low over 
the desk after recitations were over, while the owner slyly pored over a 
slate crossed and recrossed with many a Une, or scanned suspicious 
looking bits of paper.

Trixy became careless of the baby, and even ran away from the 
other children once or twice, to hide in the orchard and rack her poor 
little brain with thoughts thab had no rightful place in the mind of a 
child. She forgot to whistle an answer to the oriole that was building 
its nest on the swinging branch of a tall elm in Mr. Brayton’s meadow 
across the road, and his loud, mellow whistle passed unheeded, so intent 
was she on the verses that she hoped would win the prize.

*

• # » « * *
The contest was to be held in the town hall, and the larger 

members of the class had taken great pains to decorate it for the oc
casion in a becoming manner. Great jars, the sides hidden by trailing 
vines, were filled with ferns and branches of wild hawthorn blossoms. 
Apple blossoms were everywhere, in vases, pitchers, bowls, on table, 
floor, window-sills, wherever there was room, till the dingy, dusty hall 
was like a bower of bloom and fragrance. Mrs. Brayton had sent her 
fur rugs and a few chairs for the platform, and a piano lamp with a 
rose-coloured shade lent a soft light to the stage that gave it quite a 
home-like effect.

News of the novel contest had spread abroad, and when the hour 
came for commencing, the room was well filled. Dr. Snow, Lawyer 
Dexter, and the Rev. Mr. Garter were chosen as the awarding committee, 
and the exercises began. The competitors for the prize came forward 
one by one, Fannie Brayton, Harry Dexter, Tom De Peyster and others, 
until only Trixy remained.

“Miss Beatrice Winslow,” called Miss Fairlie, and a queer little 
figure stepped on the platform, arrayed in a manner that caused an 
irresistible smile in the audience. A faded pink dress, patched with 
goods of another colour, her hair standing out like a Circassian girl’s 
from the braiding she had given it over night, a white apron, like her 
dress, scrupulously clean, but long enough for one twice her years, 
a bunch of wild violets pinned on the bosom of her shabby gown, were 
some of tbe most startling features of Trixy’s toilet. She did not notice 
the smile that ran around tbe room. Unmindful of self, but deeply 
anxious for success for her mother’s sake, she knit her small forehead 
into a decided frown as she unfolded the coarse bit of paper, and with 
a funny little bow began:— .

“ Who knows the curse of a drunkard’s life ? •
The drunkard's children, the drunkard’s wife;

.. The birds have a home in the forest tree, 
But the drunkard's child has no place to flee; 
Pity not the animals wild, ‘ 
But pity, oh pity, the drunkard’s child 1 ”

' Her forlorn appearance, the touching sincerity of her tones^ her 
artless appeal to the crowd before her, touched every heart. A round 
of applause followed, and Mr. Carter leaned over to whisper to his 
neighbour i “ She’s a bright little creature for a nine-year old, eh, 
doctor 1 ’’ •

There was a whispered conference among the committee, and then 
the minister rose. .

“ The prize has been awarded to Beatrice Winslow,” he said, and . 
then more applause followed, louder than ever.

Some one rose and came out into the open space in front of the 
rostrum, and at the first sound of his voice, those who knew him 
recognized it as the voice of Trixy’s father.

“ Friends,” he began, and the applause ceased as by magic, 
" I’m not a man of many words, as you know, but I want to say that 
I am ready to take the pledge to-night for the sake of my little Trixy 
there, God bless her, and I do it praying that I may live to become a 
pride instead of a disgrace to her, and that I may have God’s help to ‘ •
keep the solemn promise I enter into here pnd now.” .

All pressed around him'with congratulations, and when Trixy, her 
. arms around his neck, sobbed out with smiles that were half tears, 
“ Oh, papa I how glad dear mama will be I ” there was not a dry eye in- 
the house. • . '

Trixy is a woman now, but she has never seen her father drunk 
since that day, and though she is a well-known writer-for leading 
magazine's and- papers, sh^. treasures as her choicest composition her 
prize poem,—Union Signal. ' .
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PLATFORM RECORD
7%c Editors do not hold themselves responsible for the opinions ex

pressed, or for the accuracy of the statements made, in the reports, 
and earnestly request secretaries to use the utmost care to make their 
communications brief, pointed, and reliable.

. Accrington. 26, China- Street.—August 24, Afternoon : The 
guides of Miss Jones gave an address on “ The great teachers," followed 
by excellent psychometry; ten articles were sent up and the delinea
tions were all correct. Evening : “ Spiritualism versus Christianity," 
a subject sent from the audience, was dealt with in an able and satis
factory manner, followed by psychometry and claiiwoyance. Aug. 31, 
Mr. Walsh gave good addresses, the one in the evening being excep
tionally instructive, followed by good clairvoyance and psychometry.

Belper.—Attendance good. Our old friend, Mr. V. Wyldes, dealt 
with ,subjects chosen by the audience at both services. Morning : “ The 
best means to make a religious service attractive to the young.” In a 
clear manner he showed how necessary it is that the children should 
see some of the phenomena of spiritualism in a practical and demonstra
tive manner. Evening : Four subjects were dealt with in his usual 
able and eloquent style, after which he gave “ psychometric delineations” 
to two non-spiritualists which were most convincing. Mr. Wyldes 
stated that these delineations were not given merely to please the 
curious, but to demonstrate that our thoughts and actions were 
registered indelibly on each individual, and can be read in the future.

Birkenhead. 84, Argyle street—Mr. P. W. Seymour delivered a 
lecture upon the “Origin of Life," which was highly appreciated.—W.B.

Blackburn.—Afternoon : Mrs. Craven spoke on “ The soul that 
sinneth, it shall die," from a spiritualistic standpoint; she handled the 
subject in a very able manner. She named an infant, also giving its 
spirit name, Lily. Evening : Mrs. Craven answered written questions 
from the audience in a very satisfactory manner. There were numerous 
questions, some having to be left. Mrs. Craven occupied the platform 
again on Monday evening.—C. H.

Bolton. Old Spinners’ Hall, Town Hall Square.—-Mrs. Stansfield 
gave very interesting addresses, attentive audiences. At night the room 
was filled. Afternoon: subject, “Ministering Angels.” Evening: 
subject, “ In my father’s house are many mansions." On Monday night 
she spoke about “ The hour of death," showing the blessing spiritualism 
has been in dispensing with the fear of death,

Bradford. Bowling.—Aug. 24 : Mrs. Mercer’s guides gave good 
discourses on “ Suffer little children to come unto me," and “ Is spirit
ualism a religion ? ” She also named two children.

Brighouse.—Mr. D. Milner’s guides very ably addressed large 
audiences. Subjects, Afternoon : What is death.” Evening : “Past and 
present religion : what has it done and what is it doing for humanity?" 
good clairvoyant descriptions given. Many strangers present.—R.R.

Burnley. Hammerton Street.—Owing to the complete failure of 
Mr. George Smith as a medium in a meeting with some of our friends, 
he refused to occupy our platform, and we were dependent on Mrs. 
Marsden, who gave clairvoyance in the afternoon. In the evening Mr. 
Richard Bailey came to the rescue, and spoke well on “ Prayer, Faith, 
and Death."—J. N.

Burnley. North Street.—Our service of song was well rendered 
by those engaged in its performance, and in the evening to a full audi
ence, amongst which could be discerned a party fresh to our room—a 
party from a neighbouring religious body, called Free Gospel, who came 
to ask the loan of our books and music to perform the piece before a 
congregation in their chapel.

Burnley. Trafalgar Street.—Mrs. Johnstone, of Rochdale, gave 
splendid addresses and very successful clairvoyance, all recognized. She 
also gave her services on Monday evening. Successful clairvoyance, 
and all seemed satisfied. I should like to hear from a few good 
mediums.—J. M. Gregg, sec., 21, Berkley Street.

Byker. Back Wilfred Street—A good audience assembled to hear 
Mr. Kempster, of whom we were disappointed, he having made two 
appointments for one date. We held a circle, and a pleasant evening 
was spent—Mrs. H.

Cardiff. Psychological Society.—Morning class taken by Mr. E. 
G. Sadler, and in the evening D. Chas. Williams delivered an intellec
tual address proving the immortality of the soul. Lyceum as usual, 
3 p.m.

Cleokheaton. Walker Street, Northgate.—A splendid day with 
Mrs. Hoyle’s guides, who discoursed well on “ Spirit Homes." Even
ing, they dealt with five subjects from the audience very ably. The 
audience had something to think about. Clairvoyance at each service.

Colne.-—Miss Jones gave good lectures. Afternoon, “ The Great 
Teacher.” Evening, “ And when it was evening he said to them, Let us 
cross over on the other side." Psychometrical delineations very good. 
Fair audiences.—J. W. 0.

Darwen. Church Bank Street.—Aug. 24, Mra. J. A. Stansfield 
spoke well on “ God’s Love to Men ” and “ Life, Present and Future.” 
Good clairvoyance. [Too late last week.]

Felling. Charlton Row.—Sept 1, Mr. Pickering's subject was 
“ Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God." A thin but highly respect
able audience.—J. D.

Glasgow.—Morning, Mr. W. Corstorphine gave an instructive read
ing from “ The Honeymoon,” by the Duc de Pomar. Subject, “ The New 
Revelation concerning the Nature of Spirit and Matter.1’ It touched 
upon re-incarnation, which was afterwards discussed, and many points 
Were given in its favour. Its opposers contended that it is not proven, 
an4 to them all knowledge of a previous life is a blank. Evening, Mr.. 
J, Robertson gave “What is Death!” a discourse delivered by J. J. 
Morse, and reported in the Golden Gate. A number of ladies and gen
tlemen have formed themselves into a committee, and will inaugurate 
the opening of the lyceum with a concert aud soiree on Thursday, Sept. 
4, at 7-30. Sunday, Sept. 7, at 5 p.m.,. the lyceum will'be duly opened, 
and all are invited to help in the work.—J. Griffin, sec. . .

t Heckmondwike. Blanket Hall Street.—Mrs, Wilkinson, of Ledds, , 
• gave discourses. ' Afternoon subject, “ Belief." Evening subject, “ Tbe

Signs pf the Times.” Both were treated pretty well. Clairvoyance at
each service, mostly recognized,—T. R. O>

Heckmondwike. Thomas Street.—Discourses through the medium
ship of Mrs. Crossley, for the first time. Afternoon subject, “Is Spiri
tualism a Truth and a Religion!" - The control claimed that it was. 
The evening subject, “Is man a progressive being, here and after 
death! ” was also answered in the affirmative right earnestly, and in 
a true spiritual manner. Good clairvoyant delineations at each 
service.—Geo. A. Woolley, Firth Square.

Heywood. Argyle Buildings.—Mr. J. H. Mayoh’s guides discoursed 
on “ What is Spiritualism ? ” afternoon and evening, to good and 
appreciative audiences.—James Ward, sec., 91, Miller Street, Heywood.

Huddersfield. Brook Street—Our esteemed friend, Mr. Wallis, 
has rendered excellent service by brilliant answers to interesting 
questions. Fair audiences.

Lancaster.—Aug. 24, afternoon: Mr. G.Smith failing us (through 
a misunderstanding in corresponding), Mrs. Gardner, a member, kindly 
consented to fill the vacancy, and* spoke feelingly on “ Is God a God of 
Love or a God of Anger! ” Afterwards giving several clairvoyant 
descriptions, with but moderate success, though very distinctly . 
described, and in several cases names given. The failure I attribute to 
the sitters being in an unsettled state of mind, owing to their disap
pointment. Mrs. Gardner deserves, and I feel sure has, the heartfelt 
thanks of the society for coming forward in the hour of need, never pre
viously having spoken from a public platform. Evening: Mr. G. Jones 
spoke on “ Spiritualism and its Enemies.” He did not defend Spiritual
ism as advocated and practised by some, but as he understood it, in its 
truest, and noblest aspect. He had had very little experience of the 
phenomena, but from what he had heard and read, from sources that he 
considered trustworthy, he had not the least hesitation in accepting it. 
Speaking of it morally and religiously, where was there a belief 
calculated to bring about a more moral and religious character than 
spiritualism, if understood and practised aright, wldch he was sorry to 
say was not always the case, or we should hear less of the petty fancied 
grievances of some spiritualists. Aug. 31, afternoon : Several friends 
from Morecambe visited us, but being our quarterly meeting they were, 
unfortunately, disappointed. ' We wish it to be understood generally, 
that our society extends the heartiest invitation to strangers visiting 
Morecambe, to give us a call any Sunday. Evening is to be preferred, 
as they will then find a better audience and better conditions than in 
the afternoon. In the evening, Mr. Carr (I believe of Burnley), at 
present residing at Morecambe, kindly consented to assist, and spoke 
briefly on “ Does Man Live after Death 1 ” reviewing the opinions of the 
different sects. In no case could he find, “ apart from those who had 
proved the truth of Spirit return,” a sect who could say with assurance 
that man did live after the change called death. They could at most 
only doubt, hope, or believe.

Leicester. Silver Street—Mr. Hodson’s guides addressed a good 
audience on “Individual responsibility," showing that our lives are 
woven around us, and no atonement can be offered, but as man sows so 
shall he reap.—J. P.

Leicester. Temperance Hall.—Messrs. Tindall and Read, of the 
London Occult Society, having been invited to Leicester by the Pro
gressive Spiritual Society, gave two lectures at the Temperance Hall, 
Morning subject, “ Weak Points of Theosophy,” the lecturers especially 
pointing out that though theosophy presented to the world a grand 
philosophy, yet that there was not sufficient proof that that philosophy 
was built upon a true foundation, herein differing from Mrs. Besant, 
who, in a lecture at Leicester, extolled theosophy and depreciated 
spiritualism, whereas the lecturers maintained that the facts of 
spiritualism were more easily demonstrated than. the doctrines of 
theosophy. In the evening, to a lar^e and sympathetic audience, they 
delivered a lecture on “The Coming bpiritual Religion," showing how it 
would be built upon the esoteric truths underlying all religions, combined 
with the occult phenomena of the present day, and in -picturing some of 
the reforms of the future carried their audience with them. On the 
Monday evening a concert was given in aid of the society under the 
direction of Mr. Tindall, A.Mus., T.C.L, and a very good programme 
was efficiently rendered. .

London, Canning Town. 2, Bradley Street, Beckton Road.—A 
respectable audience listened to a well delivered address by Mr. 
McKenzie, on “ How to investigate Spiritualism.” He went thoroughly 
into details of the various blessings humanity were receiving through 
spirit intercourse from a scientific standpoint, and then explained how 
to investigate in various ways. At the conclusion he examined some 
heads phrenologically. Great satisfaction was apparent throughout.

London, Forest Hill. 28, Devonshire Road, 8.E.—Evening : Mr. 
Veitch gave an interesting discourse on “Spiritualism as a Religion,” 
comparing it with Roman Catholicism and other forms of belief.

London Federation. Claremont Hall.—At the invitation of the 
Federation Council the young people took the evening, and were con
gratulated all round on the able manner in which they acquitted them
selves. The singing went very much better, thanks to a practice held 
on the previous Thursday and the addition of four or five young ladies’ 
voices. We hope Mr. Percy Smyth will continue his labours in trying 
to make a permanent choir, Mr. S. T. Rodgers made a practical speech 
pointing out, by many illustrations, the difference between the old men 
and young ones, and though glad of advice and assistance of the elders 
he hoped the younger ones would be more consulted and brought into 
the work. Mr. Percy Smyth and Mr. C. Reynolds also spoke well on 
federation work and prospects. Mr. A. M. Rodger acted jus chairman, 
and made some telling remarks on the youthful speeches, aud Messrs. 
U. W. Goddard and Wallace also addressed the meeting. We shall be 
pleased to have friends assist at the choir practice in the hall every
Thursday, at 8-15.—U. W. G.

London, Lewisham. 193, Hithergreen Lune, S.E.—Afternoon i 
Mf.. Brunker gave .a short address j after which “ Vigo," one of Mrs. 

■ Blisses guides, ’ gave an interesting account of .the seven spheres . . 
surrounding this- earth, and some valuable advice as to the carrying ■ 
into practice of our principle—-the brotherhood of man. G. L Ct.-

London.- Marylebone Association, 24, Harcourt Street, W.—rT. S. 
Malone, Esq.’s address consisted of his’reasons, based on phenomenal 
facts, for accepting the teachings of the spirit world, coming especially to' 
the agnostit, bringing healing .to the nations. Many questions were put 
and answered by the speaker and Mr, Freeman, who kindly took the

1 chair for the evening.,—0. W. ■ ' . . ’
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London. Open-air Work. Battersea Park.—-A very large audience 
listened to the debate between Mr. W. 0. Drake and Mr. E. Timms 
(Christadelphian). Subject: “ Spiritualism is an absolute fact, and 
proves the certainty of a future state.” We never heard Mr. Drake to 
better advantage. He compelled his opponent to own that the pheno
mena were true, but Mr. Timms still insisted they were due to “ animal 
magnetism,” though he could give no further explanation, or else that 
all spiritualists were deluded and mad. The audience were intensely 
interested, and Mr. Drake received a very large share of applause. Next 
Sunday, at 3-0, near Band Stand, Mr. Timms opens, asserting “ That 
the Bible is not in harmony with Modern Spiritualism.". Mr. J; Veitch 
replies, and the debate for the two following Sundays will be taken up 
by Messrs. Emms and IT. W. Goddard, which will probably bring our 
open-air work in this part to a close.—U. W. G.

. London. Open-air Work.—Hyde Park.—L^t Sunday afternoon, 
the Christians used a strong organised effort in attacking us, which was 
rather unexpected. However, Messrs. Emms(pioneer of open-air speakers) 
Bullock, and Percy Smyth, stood boldly, forth, and answered their 
several objections, dealing, principally with the subject—“ Spiritualism 
and the Bible." Brisk was the discussion (the Christians wanting 
rather to have it their own way), but it showed that we had either 
“ trodden on their coms,” or that they were indirectly seeking for 
knowledge. It is needless to say that the meeting assumed an influential 
position, and, as a consequence, several inquiries were made by those 
seeking, or forming an opinion upon the consistencies of our “ spiritual 
teachings." We hope spiritualists will muster in good numbers next 
Sunday, as the attack may be resumed, and we should like the sympathy 
of our friends. We mean to make a firm stand, as we feel it our duty 
to use every endeavour to help forward the movement. A good amount 
of literature was distributed, eagerly being sought after Next Sunday, 
at 3-30 (near the Marble Arch), Messrs. Cannon, A. M. Rodger, and 
others. Donations for the fund for the free distribution of literature 
solicited. Thanks are due to Mr. J. Burns for 500 tracts, “ Spiritualism, 
a Restatement of a Religious Truth.”—P.S.

London. Peckham. Chepstow Hall, 1, High Street.—We are glad 
to report the decision on our part to build a suitable hall for spirit
ualistic work in South London meets with favour not only on the part 
of our own members, but Spiritualists generally, and we trust to see a 
large muster on Sunday. September 14, when a full and detailed state
ment will be given. Friends, we invite your attendance and support. 
On Sunday morning last, Mr. J. Allen opened a profitable interchange of 
thought on ‘‘Soul Travelling,” and at the evening service we had an 
interesting narrative of the experience of “ Death ” by one of our spirit 
friends, followed by "Tim," with some very satisfactory clairvoyant 
descriptions, all being recognized. As usual, however, when “ locals ” 
fill the rostrum, members were decidedly conspicuous by their absence.

London. Peckham. Winchester Hall, 33, High Street.—In the 
morning a very profitable interchange of thought took place upon 
several subjects connected with spiritualism. Mrs. Bell, Messrs. 
Humphries, Johnson, Leach, and Munns, taking part therein. In the 
evening Mrs. Treadwell, under inspiration, discoursed profitably.—J.V.

London. 14, Orchard Road, Shepherd’s Bush.—Tuesday, August 
26, good meeting. Mr. Hagon’s controls gave a grand discourse, point
ing. out the necessity of our cultivating harmony upon earth, so as to 
aid our spirit, friends more. Saturday stance : Mrs. Mason’s guides con
vinced several strangers of the truth of spirit return. They also used 
their healing power with marvellous success ; the friends and near 
relations coming through this medium are truly astounding to all our 
investigators. Sunday service : Miss Todd, under control, gave an in
structive address upon “ Prayer,” urging mankind to use that powerful 
weapon more for the spiritual progress of our earth-bound spirit 
friends.—J. H. B,, sec.

Longton. 44, Church Street.—Morning services conducted by our 
president, Mr. Charlesworth. Mr. McDonald made him very useful. 
Subject,“ The truth shall make you free.” He dwelt upon the great 
necessity of finding out the truth and not being backward to make it 
known. A fair audience. Evening: Miss Pimblott’s guides discoursed 
on “The Progress of Thought," showing how the Masters and all great 
minds who had lived before their time had suffered for giving utterance 
to their thoughts, showing the great need there is of our doing likewise, 
and having cause of thankfulness that such minds have gone before,. 
paving the way for our present conditions. A grand discourse to a very 
good audience.—H. S.

Macclesfield.—“The Goodness of God, as manifested in His 
Works," was discoursed upon by our valued friend, Mr. Rogers, who 
explained how grand, good, and beautiful is the truth that we can have 
glimpses of the life beyond, that communication with those gone before 
is held, and the two worlds are not so far apart as Chistians would have 
us believe. God’s, goodness was in this respect manifest without the 
slightest doubt.-—W. P. "

Manchester. Temperance Hall, Tipping Street—Mr. B. Plant's 
afternoon subject was “ Death—What is it ?” Evening subject, 
“ Spirit Life, and Occupations in the Spirit World.” He gave a very 
good address, the beat I ever heard from him ; and several friends 
spoke of it after the service. His clairvoyance was very good, as 
twelve out of sixteen were recognized; and eight out of ten in the 
afternoon.

Manohbstbb. Psychological Halt—Afternoon: Mr. Lomax’s con
trols discoursed on “The Buds of Life,” represented by childhood and 
youth, which required to be nurtured with due care, that when their 
experience is brought to bear upon the world it shall prove a strength 
in the promulgation of true spiritualism. Evening: “The Unknown 
God.” Passages were quoted from the Bible relative to its spiritual 
phenomena supposed to be wrought by gods, but now defined from the 
spiritualist standpoint. Man would never be able to comprehend Go'd; 
new conceptions of the Deity were ever being formed. Clairvoyance at 
both meetings, mostly recognized. Aug. 30: Our second trip to Middle
wood proved a success. Being joined at Stockport by some friends 
from the district we proceeded to our destination, and partook of a sub
stantial tea under the canopy of heaven. A circle was then formed, 
and the guides of Miss Latham and Mf. Crane controlled their respec
tive mediums, and gave off suitable utterances. A most enjoyable day, 
the weather being all that could bq desired.—J. H. H.

Manohbstbb. Geoffrey Street Hall, off Shakespeare Street, Stock
port Road.—Public circles: Sunday mornings, 10-30 for 11; and Tues
day evenings at 8. Thursday evenings at 8, for spiritualists only. On 
Thursday evening, August 28, Mr. Rooke opened the circle, and Mrs. 
Rooke sang, under influence. Mr. J. Lamb, Test, and “ Little Star ” gave 
clairvoyance. Mr. Rooke closed. Ori Sunday morning, Mr. Paddock 
opened, and answered questions. Mr. W. Lamb took up the remainder of 
the time in answering questions. Mr. Paddock closed.

Monkwbabmouth. 3, Ravensworth Terrace.—Mr. Wright was 
expected, but he did not put in an appearance, so we formed a circle, 
when good phenomena occurred through Hie table. I think it would 

■ be better if mediums would fulfil .their engagements, as it' is disap- 
■ pointing to the audience, and we have been served so. before.—G. E.

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Mr. J. J. Morse, in addition to other lectures, 
delivered the fourth of the course on the “Development of Mediums.” 
Great principles were enunciated in classic language. People who miss 
these lectures lose perhaps the greatest intellectual treat of modern 
times. En route home from a summer visit to Balmoral, Mr. J. 
Lamont, of Liverpool, has been spending a few days in Newcastle. Pre
siding at Mr. Morse's lecture, on Sunday, this noble spiritualist, of 25 
years' experience, delivered a finely-worded address on the “ scientific 
aspects" of this advancing movement. He maintained that only 
through its facts being observed and understood would it progress. 
Speaking of a recent visit to America and his travels through at least 
ten states of the Union, Mr. Lamont assured us that Mr. Morse has the 
respect and confidence of the leading spiritualists in that great country; 
that the brilliant expositions of his inspirers were generally admired. . 
Mr. and Mrs. Everitt, of London, are in Newcastle, presenting a series 

. of fact stances.—W. H. R.
Northampton.—Mr. Sainsbury gave us two services, afternoon and 

evening. His guides are very outspoken, and say what they think— 
offend or please. At night it was “ Resurrection, Ascension, Re-incar* 
nation, and Spiritualism."

North Shiblds. 6, Camden Street, August 24 (Morning).— 
The guides of our esteemed friend, Mr. Schutt, answered questions in 
tbe most satisfactory manner. In the evening they discoursed on 
“ Why did God make man ? ” which was dealt with in a manner that 
gained the applause and admiration of his audience. On Monday 
evening Mr. Schutt’s guides lectured on “ Colour Influence,” which was 
a deep, logical, and scientific discourse. There were present the editor 

’ and sun-editor of one of our local papers, who admitted it to be one 
worthy the attention of doctors and scientists. God bless them iu 
their endeavours to enlighten humanity. '

North Shiblds. 41, Borough Road.—Mr. Moorhouse gave an 
. excellent discourse on “ The Great Plan of Eternal Forgiveness,” which 
made a deep impression. Mr. Moorhouse's visit was one of unalloyed 
pleasure, and he is truly deserving the confidence, love, and respect of 
all who know him.

Oldham. Duckworth’s Room.—A grand day with our kith and 
kin. Local speakers and clairvoyance was the order of the day, with 
one exception ; our good friend, Mr. G. Shaw, of Ard wick, Manchester, 
was with us, and gave short addresses, as did Messrs. J. Butterworth 
and O. Shaw; also our lady speakers, Mrs. Tuke and Miss H. Saxon. 
Mrs. Diggle and Miss J. Halkyard gave clairvoyance, The whole of 
our friends gave the greatest satisfaction to the many people present, 
proving that we possess a host of speakers able to conduct our services 
when required. A pleasing feature of the day's proceedings was the fact 
that, in spite of the “ Wakes," we had a good attendance, and the ladies 
acquitted themselves so well. A hearty vote of thanks was accorded 
the speakers on the motion of Brother Fitton, at the close of the even
ing service. Brother Butterworth ably presided, assisted by Brothers 
Wheeler and Britland.—E. A. V.

Openshaw.—Mr. Rooke, in the morning, gave a normal addresss on 
“ Life’s Mysteries,” and at the close two phrenological examinations. 
In the evening his controls gave an interesting address upon the 
“ Origin of Man.” Mrs. Rooke’s controls sang with great effect, and 
won much approval. We are pleased to say Mr. Rooke is with us again 
next month.—J. G.

Pendleton. Hall of Progress.—Afternoon: Mr. Tetlow’s guides 
did full justice to eight good subjects from the audience. Evening : 
Subject, “Life, Death, and Immortality." All subjects weie dealt 
with in a very lucid and concise manner, proving both interesting and 
instructive to large audiences, closing with psychometrical delineations 
specially good, and received with great satisfaction by all. A very 
hearty vote of thanks was accorded to our friend. A very successful 
day.—J- G. .

Shipley. Liberal Club.—The inspirers of Mr. William Rowling 
gave excellent addresses. Afternoon: Subject, “Duty in the light of 
Spiritual Teachings,’’ Evening : “The Philosophy of the Future Life,” 
giving satisfaction to fair audiences. This being his first visit, we hope 
it will not be his last—0. G. *

South Shiblds. 19, Cambridge Street.—August 27 : Mr. Pascoe 
dealt with the subject, “ Is the Bible in Harmony with Spiritualism 1 ” 
29: Usual developing circle. 81: The guides of Mr. Westgarth 
gave an interesting discourse on “What is Spiritualism, and what 
benefit has humanity derived from it?" Afterwards two questions 
were put, and answered in a very pleasing manner.—D. P.

Sowerby Bridge. Local effort to the fore.—For two Sundays the 
choir have supplied the services. August 24 : A musical service, 
consisting of songs by Miss Howarth and Miss Holroyd (both nicely 
sung), and readings by Miss Thorp and Miss Sutcliffe. Mr. C. Rowson 
favoured us with “ How willing my paternal love ” (Samson), and Mr. 
Sutcliffe, “ The Wanderer." An anthem, splendidly sung, closed a very 
pleasant evening. ‘August 31 : Mr.- T. .Thorp and Mr. A. Sutcliflb had 
the service in hand. Mr. Thorp gave a reading from Hudson Tuttle’s 
“Career of Religious Ideas.” The name of the author is sufficient 
proof of selection, Mr. A. Sutcliffe read an excellent essay on 
“ Spiritualism," written by a student at the Airedale College, and read 
before the other students, causing an animated debate. The writer had 
evidently worked hard, and sifted into the philosophy, to give such 
clear,, concise'views of spiritualism. Mr. Lees remarked that, he could 
hot see how any student, who wrote'an essay like that, including such 
research, could be a faithful minister in his own denomination.' .
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Stockport.—Capital discourses from Mr. Ormerod—w The philo
sophy of spiritualism/' and M The philosophy of death.” Good audiences.

Sunderland. Centre House, Silksworth Row West.—Mr. Living
stone gave an interesting discourse on“ The gifts of modern spiritualism,” 
showing how they conclusively proved the doctrine of the immortality 
of the soul. He was well received by a moderate audience. Mr. 
Bowmaker presided.

Westhoughton. Wingates.—Floral services. Afternoon: Mr. 
Jno. Fletcher gave a very instructive address on different. kinds of 

• flowers, his subject being “ Consider the Lilies,” he said that in ancient 
times they used to call all flowers with gorgeous colours, lilies. Even
ing : Mr. J. W. Boulton gave an address on “ Glory to God in the 
highest, peace on earth, good will to men,” which was highly appreciated.

THE CHILDREN’S PROGRESSIVE LYCEUM.
Blackburn.—Conductor, G. Haworth. Present 82 scholars, 6 

officers. We had a service of song entitled “ Ministering Spirits,” read 
by Mr. Holt. It was very interesting, and many lessons may be learned 
from it. Solo by Miss Whittaker, recitations by Masters Hopper and 
Stephenson.

Burnlby. North Street.—Attendance this morning 50, visitants 
and officers not included.

Clkgkheaton. Walker Street.—A good session. We took up a 
text from a recent Two Worlds, from which we received new light, on 
“ The True Facts of Nature’s Goodness.” After singing, we had a sur
vey through the Spiritual Commandments. All seemed well satisfied. 
Officers 4, scholars 22.

Liverpool.—Attendance : officers 8, children 41, visitors 9. Recita
tion by Eva Love. Our conductor and musical director, Mr, and Mrs. 
S. S. Chiswell, have returned from their holidays, and we had an 
excellent session.—F. M.

London. Marylebone, 24, Harcourt Street.—Attendance very 
small. Short address by conductor. Practice with third series of 
calisthenics very good. Friends interested are requested to co-operate 
with the management in the uphill work of rightly training the rising 
generation.—C. W.

London. Shepherd’s Bush.—Our first session. Invocation by 
Mr. Mason. The hymns were well sung by the children. Recitations 
by Flora and Sidney Cusdin, Lizzie and Hetty Mason. Calisthenics led 
by Miss Mason. A reading from this week's Two Worlds, " An Angel 
of Light,” was very interesting. Conducted by Mr. 0; Whyatt, pro tem. 
We beg to thank the Federation for a large quantity of the Two Worlds, 
for free distribution, from Mr. U. W. Goddard.—J. H. B.

Oldham. Spiritual Temple.—Open session. We had a pleasant 
day, having the sessions in the afternoon and evening, instead of the 
morning and afternoon as the usual course. The readings, recitations, 
and singing were gone through in an excellent manner, and great credit 
is due to the lyceumists for their efforts. Recitations were given by 
Louisa Calverly, M. J. Hutchinson, Miss A. Hepworth, Elena Sutcliffe, 
Miss Horsman, Luther Mills, Charles Salter, and Mr. Thorpe ; also solo 

. by Mrs. Chadderton. After going through the programme we gave any 
of the lookers-on an opportunity of expressing their opinion as to our 
method of training up the young by mental and physical exercises. 
Those who spoke approved of the method adopted, and thought it was 
a step in the right direction in training the mental, physical, and social 
parts of our nature, and would be of far greater benefit to the rising 
generation than the ordinary orthodox system.—N. S.

Pendleton.—Morning, opened and closed by Mr. Ellison. Recitations 
by Lily Clarke and Elizabeth Tipton. Two .good readings by Ernest 
Wallis. Duets by Misses B. Armstrong, A. Pearson, M. Daniels, Jane 
Fogg, E. Tipton, Mr. T. Crompton, and Mr. B. Clarke. Usual pro
gramme. Present 13 officers, 29 scholars, and 3 friends. Afternoon : 
Present 14 officers, 26 scholars, and 2 friends. Opened by Mr. T. 
Crompton. Recitation by Lily Clarke. Marching and calisthenics 
gone through well. Closed by Mr. Ellison. Invocation by Mr. Poole.

Rawtenstall.—Lyceum anniversary. Three very successful services. 
Morning: Mr. Ridehalgh, of Bacup, gave a nice appropriate address to 
teachers, scholars, and friends, pointing out the benefits derived from 
Lyceum work. The children sang very well. On the whole, we are 
well satisfied with the results of the day's labour, and tender our best 
thanks to Bacup friends for their assistance. Afternoon : The service 
of song “ Rest at Last,” by Miss Ashworth, was well rendered. Reader, 
Mr. Palmer, who, in the evening, gave a grand discourse on “ Be ye also 
ready,” listened to by a crowded audience, contrasting the spiritualist 
teachings with the orthodox. Mrs. Ashworth gave clairvoyance very 
successfully.

South Shields. 19, Cambridge Street.—Attendance very fair, 
1 visitor. Invocation by conductor. A few appropriate hymns were 
practised for the anniversary, and recitations selected for the same. A 
very interesting session; It has been decided to give the scholars a tea 
and treat on Saturday, September 6, to the Bents or Trow Rocks, 
weather permitting, and if it is not favourable it will be held in the 
hall. Children not connected with the lyceum will be charged twopence 
for tea. All are invited to join in a harmonious gathering to spend an 
enjoyable day.—F. P.

No Name.—A report has reached us stating that the usual pro
gramme of the session was well gone through, including recitations by 
Mies Hatton, and Master W. Hobster, and signed James Hatton, but 
giving no address. Consequently we are unable to give the name of 
the town. The postmark was not decipherable.—E. W. W.

PROSPECTIVE ARRANGEMENTS.
PLAN OF SPEAKERS FOR SEPTEMBER.

. Accrington : 14, Mrs. Summersgill; 21, Mrs. Yarwqod; 28,. Mr. 
• Swindlehurst. ' ’ ‘ ■

Blackburn ': 14, Mrs. Wallis ; 21, Mr. J. Walsh ; 21, Mr. W. Rowling. 
Briqhoube (Oddfellows Hall): 14, Miss Connell; 21, Miss Harrison;

28, . Mr. A. D. Wilson. . * ' .
Bradford (Bowling): 14, Mir. Armitage ; 21, Mr. Firth ; 28, Mrs. Place. 
Bradford (St. James’): 14, Mrs. Bentley ; .21, Miss Walton ,* 28, Mr.

Bloomfield. . ' . . ■'
Churwell : 14, Mr. Barraclough; 21 and 22, at 7, Mr. G. A. Wright ;

28, Mr. Farrar. ' ' . ;

Huddersfield (Brook Street): 14, Mr. Tetlow; 21, Mr. Boardman ;
28, Mr. Johnson.

Darwen (Church Bank): 14, Flower Service, Mr. Victor Wyldes ; 21, 
Mr. J. Postleth waite; 28, Miss Patefield.

Huddersfield (3, John Street): 14, Miss Patefield ; 21, Mrs. Berry;
28, Mrs. Midgley.

Lancaster : 14, Mr. Johnson ; 21, Mrs. Green ; 28, Mr. Hepworth.
Rawtenstall: 14, Mr. Postlethwaite; 21, Mr. Johnson; 28, Mr. 

Walsh. .
Liverpool; 7, Mrs. E. H. Britten ; 14, Mr. Swindlehurst; 21, Local;

28, Mr. E. W. Wallis. ■
Oldham (Spiritual Temple): 14, Mr. F, Hepworth ; 21, Mr. A. D. 

Wilson; 28, Mrs. Groom.
Slaithwaitr (Commercial Buildings): 14, Service of Song; 21, Mr.

Macdonald ; 28, Mrs. Russell.

Accrington. 26, China Street.—Coflfee, supper and recreation, 
Saturday, September 6, at 7 p.m. /Tickets 6d. Friends, old and new, 
are cordially invited.—J. Holmbs. .

Bingley.—Camp meetings on Sunday, September 7, at 11 a.m., 
and 2-30 p.m., on the Druids’ Altar Heights The following ladies and 
gentlemen have kindly promised to take part in, or be present at, the 
meetings, and whose assistance is voluntary given to aid the cause. Mr. 
Bradbury, of Morley, Mr. J. Smith, Mr. E. Bush, Mr. A. Moulson, 
Mr. J. Whitehead, Mr. and Mrs. Marshall, Mr. and Mrs. W. Stansfield, 
Mr. Bailey, and others. It is hoped Mr. T. Craven, president of the 
Yorkshire Federation, will preside. Milk, tea, Ac., or provisions may 
be had at the farmhouse near at hand. Collections will be taken on 
behalf of Bingley society. Friends having literature for free distribution, 
please bring it with them or send it Mr. W. J. Butler, 17, Thomas 
Street, Cross Flatts, Bingley. Midland trains leave Leeds 8-5 and 9-30, 
and leave Bradford 8-30 and 10-5, .

Blackburn.—Grand harvest festival, Sunday and Monday. Mrs. 
Wallis, speaker, Sept. 14 and 15, also, Tuesday evening, fruit banquet. 
Admission 3d. A cordial invitation to all societies.—Rd. Burke.

Bolton. Spinner’s Hall.—Saturday, Sept. 6. Tea party and enter
tainment. Tea at 4-30. Price 6d. adults, and 4d. children.

Brighousr. Oddfellows' Hall—Sept. 7, Mr. G.Wright. 2-30, “Spiri
tualism and its critics.” Clairvoyance. 6-30, aubjecte from the audience. 
Psychometry.—Nettleton’s Yard, Commercial St. Monday, “ Woman : 
her place and power.” Tuesday, "Mediumship and clairvoyance." 
Wednesday, M Love, courtship, and marriage." Thursday, “ Is marriage 
a failure?” Friday (men only), “Social problems." Phrenological 
examinations each evening.

Halifax outing, in wagonettes, to Huddersfield, Saturday, Sept. 6. 
The Huddersfield friends will provide tea at 9d.; and there will be a 
joint entertainment in the evening.— B. D.

Hkormondwikk. Thomas Street.—Sept. 7: Flower and fruit 
service. The platform will be tastefully decorated. Speaker, Mr. H. 
Crossley, at 2-30 and 6. A cordial invitation to all.

Huddersfield. 3, John Street.—A meat tea and entertainment, 
Saturday, September 6. Tea at 5 o’clock. Tickets, 9d., children under 
twelve. 4d. The choir of the Halifax Spiritualist Society will take part 
in the entertainment. A cordial invitation to all friends.—J. G., seo.

London. Claremont Hall.—At 7‘. The Federation has made 
arrangements which the young people will be expected to carry out, 
Mr. Emms will preside and the service will be a musical one. A 
practice meeting on Thursday evening at 8 o’clock; all those wishing to 
join the choir and others interested will be welcome. Particulars of 
Percy Smyth, 68, Cornwall Road, Bayswater, W.—U. W. G.

London. Marylebone.—Sept. 7, Mrs. Spring. A short address, 
most likely followed by clairvoyance. All are welcome.

London. Mrs. E. Hardinge Britten's visit to London,—All 
spiritualists and friends are invited to attend the reception which will 
be given to Mrs. E. H. Britten, on Thursday, September 25, also the 
lecture by that lady on Friday evening, September 26. Particulars 
next week.—U. W. Goddard, Federation Secretary, 6, Queen’s Parade, 
Clapham Junction, S.W.

Mrs. Spring will give a stance at 6, Queen’s Parade, Clapham 
Junction, S.W., on Wednesday, September 10, at 8 p.m., for the 
benefit of a lady spiritualist in great distress.

London Federation.—A special council meeting will be held, 
Sunday, September 7, at 8-15, after the usual meeting in Claremont 
Hall. Council members will oblige by attending. Important business 
connected with Mrs. E. H. Britten's visit to London on the 25 and 
26 September. U. W. Goddard, hon. secretary,

London. Peckham, Chepstow Hall.—Commencing Sept. 14.. A 
series of four addresses will be given at the Sunday evening services 
on “The Bible and Spiritualism.’’ Sept. 14—“Is Spiritualism Anti- 
Scriptural?" Sep. 21—“The Mediums of the Bible.” Sep. 28— 
“ The Relationship of Spiritualism and Christianity.” Oct. 5—“ Spirit 
Communion in the Early Christian Church.” AU friends heartily in
vited. Questions may be asked ab the morning service on tho Sunday 
after the address named,

London.—The Stratford spiritualists’ tea meeting and entertain
ment, Monday, September 15. Tea at 7 p.m. punctually. Dancing 
and parlour games at 8-30 till 11 p.m. Tea and entertainment 9d.; 
entertainment only fid. The proceeds to form a nucleus for an organ 
fund.—M. A. B., seo.

Longton. 44, Church St.-1—Sept. 7, Mr. W. V, Wyldes, at 11 a.m., 
2-30 and 6-30 p.m.. Monday, 8, at 8 p.m., in the Town Hall, “ Heaven, 
Hell, and Purgatory." Psychometry to follow. Chairman, Aiderman 
Williamson, J.P. Tickets, Is., fid., and 3d.

Manchester. 10, Pet worth Street, Cheetham.—Mr. and Mrs. 
Wallis will resume their reception stances on Friday, September 5, at 
8 p.m; . ,

Morley. Public tea at 5 p.m., Sept. 12. Tickets, adults, 9d.; 
children, 6d. and 4d. Proceeds towards the purchase of books for a 
lyceum. ' • ‘ ’ ■ • •

, Manchester, Psychological Hall, Monday, September 8, at 7-30, 
I for 8 p.m., Mr. Rooke will lecture on Phrenology, fully illustrated. 

The lecture will be interspersed with songs. Admission 3d.' Phreno
logical examinations, Is.—J. H. H,, . '
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Newgastle-on-Tyne. Sept. 14.—Mr. E. W. Wallis will lecture. 
Morning subject: “ Did God ever speak to man ? ” At 6-30: “ The 
Way Up : or Spiritual Beacons.” Monday, Sept. 15, at 8. ‘ Music, 
Mirth, Morals.” Questions answered.

Newoastle-on-Tyne.—Mrs. Everitt will give stances for a few days. 
Mr. Thos. Everitt will lecture on Sunday evening, Sept, 7. Aiderman 
Borkas will preside. .

Oldham.-—Saturday, September 13, a tea party, promoted by Mrs. 
Buckley and other ladies, will be held at the Temple,. ...After tea a 
special entertainment will be given, in which Mr. F. Hepworth,of Leeds 
(character vocalist), will take part.

Openshaw;—Important Notice. The committee would feel obliged 
if all members of this society would endeavour to attend the meetings. 
On 7th September business of importance will be brought forward.

Openshaw.—We wish to remind our friends of the meeting after 
the service on Sunday evening ; also Sunday, Sept. 28, is the Harvest 
Festival. All are invited to take part in this, and so that it may be a 
success, flowers, plants, fruit, and vegetables for the occasion will be 
thankfully received by the committee.—J. G.

Salfobd.—A Flower Service, September 14. Afternoon, the 
service of song, ** Marching Onward,’* will be rendered. Mrs. Stansfield 
will lecture. We hope many of our friends will make it convenient to 
come. Tea provided in the room at a small charge. Flowers, Ac., will 
be gratefully received.—A J, T.

Societies desiring to avail themselves of Mr. and Mrs. Everitt's 
long experience, should communicate at once with Mr. Everitt, Lilian 
Villa, Hendon, London, N.W. .

Slaithwaite.—Sept. 14, service of song, “Marching Onwards.”
London. Open Air Work.—’Meetings for thia month will be held 

as follows : September 7, Victoria Park, at 11-0 a.m., Messrs. Utber 
Goddard and Emms; Hyde Park, at 3-30 pm., Messrs. A. M. Rodger, 
Cannon, and Percy Smyth ; Battersea Park, at 3-30 p.m., Messrs. Veitch 
and Utber Goddard. Debate with Christadelphians—“Spiritualism as 
an absolute fact and proof of the certainty of a Future State.” Sept. 
14, Victoria Park, at 11-0 a.m., Messrs. Cannon and Emms ; Hyde Park, 
at 3-30 p.m., Messrs. Bullock, Drake, and Percy Smyth ; Battersea Park, 
at 3-30 p.m., Messrs. Emms and Goddard. Sept. 21, Mass meeting in 
Hyde Park:. speakers, Mrs. Yeeles, and Messrs. Emms, Drake, Utber 
Goddard, Bullock. Cannon, McKenzie, Veitch, Smyth, Rodger, and 
others. Sept. 28, Mass Meeting in Victoria Park, same speakers.—P. S.

Mr. J. S. Schutt desires us to state that he is prepared to fulfil 
such of his engagements in 1890 as have not been cancelled. All 
letters should be addressed to him at 1, Lark St., Highfield, Keighley.

Mr. W. V. Wyldes has only a few vacant dates in 1891. (See 
advt. for address.)

Wanted a Respectable Young Person as Good General Servant. 
Comfortable Home. G. S , 2, Wallace Road, Canonbury, London, N.

Mr. J. J. Morse desires to inform the secretaries of societies that 
he has but four vacant Sundays prior to January, 1892. He will accept 
engagements for those dates in order of application. He requests that 
early communication may be made to him at 16, Stanley Street, Fair
field, Liverpool.

PASSING EVENTS AND COMMENTS.
(Compiled by E. W. Wallis,)

A List of Names and Addresses of Secretaries has been called 
for frequently of late. We will make arrangements to print the list on 
Friday, Sept. 19. Secretaries should supply us at once with the necessary 
particulars.

Decaying Theology.—At the Wesleyan Reform Union Annual Meet
ing, held at Wombwell, as reported in the Mezborough and Swinton 
Times, the report presented showed a decrease of 274 members and 29 
preachers ; two churches had become defunct.

Mr. G. H. Clegg, of Heckmondwike, writes in respect to the report 
of the Thomas Street Society, published in our last issue, in which Mr. 
Woolley said that the control did not speak grammatically, Mr. Clegg 
and some others thought the language used was very good.

Mr. Andrew Cross, who was well known in Glasgow, and was the 
first chairman for any spiritualist society in Leeds, where he took the 
chair for Mrs. Tappan twelve or fifteen years ago, has been living in 
the United States for some years, and has become quite a popular 
lecturer and elocutionist. He is about to visit this country, and'is 
prepared to lecture for his expenses, and whatever societies can give 
him in addition. American papers speak very highly of his abilities, 
and reported his lectures in full. Letters for him should be addressed 
to Mr. J. Lingford, Brunswick Terrace, Leeds.

“ Lux Mundi :" Another Sign of the Dbcay of Dogma and 
the Coming Struggle.—A valued correspondent writes: “I am 
surprised you have never mentioned “ Lux Mundi ” in the Two Worlds, 
the book which is creating such a dispute in the Church of England. 
It has been written by about a dozen Churchmen in high office—tutors 
and principals of colleges at Oxford—and is an attempt to reconcile 
science and religion, and, in so doing, they admit, that all the first five 
books attributed tp Moses are mythological and legendary, and not to 
be defended on. Inspiration and other matters are discussed, and the 
whole book is most extraordinary, coming from men shortly to be 

. bishops, Canon Liddon went down .to Oxford to denounce it a few 
weeks back, and it has already gone through ten editions, and will 
tindermine the foundations of orthodoxy morb than anything that has 
ever happened.” ' '

Real Saints.—The black and bloody records of religious history 
reveal the fact, that of all despotisms, those in the name of religion, are 
the most absolute, terrible, and far-reaching ; while a natural and pure 
religion suffers extinction by mystic glamour. 'Future generations pony 
find Cardinal Newman’s name emblazoned on Roman calendars, 
and the memories of his remarkable life supplementing the grand galaxy

of sainthood; but are voluntary asceticism and solitude the most 
sanative soul-saviours ? In this world of struggle and endeavour, to my 
way of thinking, the real heroes and saints who merit the sweetest 
heaven are the noble workers of both sexes whose spotless lives, through 
great tribulations, have won a spiritual kingdom. Such samples of 
angelhood we can each day jostle in our streets, marts, mines and 
factories.—W. H. Robinson. ---------

Passed to The Higher Life.—The Angel of Death has again visited 
jus, and called away our esteemed friend and co-worker, Mr. William 
Andrew Eskdale, of North Shields, iphis sixty-ninth year. The event 

• took place on August 21st, rather suddenly. For upwards of two. 
years his health has been graduaDy declining, and the loss of his 
excellent wife two and a half years ago, seemed to weigh -him very 
much down,. The interment took place on Sunday afternoon, at South 
Preston Cemetery. A large number of spiritualists and -friends 
attended to show their last tribute of respect. The guides of Mr. J. G. 
Grey officiated, and made a good impression.

■ “ There is no Death ; the Father calls us home ;
In tender, loving tones he calls us home; .
Away from earth—away from every care,— 
To higher, better life—:to scenes more fair.”

A Vicar and Churchwarden Fight, at Camden Town, yet of 
such is the kingdom of heaven. The people’s churchwarden, Mr. Years, 
engaged two men to do some work in the church grounds, and after 
some difficulty with the vicar, set them to work. About 5 p.m. Mr. 
Years went to pay the men some money on account, but found that the 
men had been locked in the whole day, not having had anything to eat 
or drink. The vicar refused the key to let them out. Upon this 
the churchwarden went towards the house, where he knew the keys 
were kept. The rev. gentleman followed him quickly, and attempted to 
push past him. Mr. Years seized the vicar by his coat collar, and they 
both came down the steps on to the lawn. A scuffle ensued and blows 
were exchanged, the parson getting the worst of it. The men had to 
climb over the walls, after which the vicar opened the gate.—Daily 
Chronicle, ---------

LIBERTY OF SPEECH IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY.
To the Sub-Ediior of “ The Two Worlds.”

Dear Sir,—For several Sunday evenings the Barrow spiritualists 
have been holding outdoor meetings at the “ Fountain,” a place allowed 
by the authorities for public speaking. A rough band of blue ribbon 
gospelites have interrupted their proceedings, but last night (Aug. 31) 
it culminated in their keeping up a continual roar by singing gospel 
hymns, with the avowed object of drowning the voice of any spiritualist 
who attempted to speak. I essayed to speak for nearly a quarter of an 
hour, but it was utterly impossible to be heard, save a few interjected 
sentences at the close of each line. Bible and hymn book in hand, 
these loving representatives of the meek and lowly Master, who taught 
them to love their enemies, forced their way into our midst and loudly 
sang “ Jesus died for me.” I retorted, “ But He never died for you to 
interrupt and insult your neighbour who differed from you in opinion.” 
“ Jesus died to set me free.” “.Yes, but never to set you free to speak 
and to force us to be silent.” They held up their bibles and shook 
them in our faces. I told them “ That if I could not behave myself more 
like a son of humanity—let alone Christianity—I should be ashamed to 
carry a bible, or to practise Christianity of that kind, for the less 
we had of it and the better it would be for the world.” They 
shouted, “ You preach the doctrine of devils.” A poor man in the 
crowd replied, “ Why man, you have got the devil under your hat, 
or you would not show such malice to others who have done you 
no harm—who have a right to speak whatever they think.” Rest 
assured, that the remarks from our opponents were as hot as the hell 
fire ; they wanted to preach to the people, and our pithy replies were 
sometimes pointed and suitable. After quoting “ Pray for them which 
despitefully use you and persecute you,” I instinctively added, from the 
depths of my heart, “ Lord, save all these singing sinners.” Many of 
crowd responded, “Amen.” Ultimately a policeman, who had witnessed 
all this, stepped up to our chief leading and noisy opponent, and told 
him that he could not allow this to proceed—several in the crowd cried 
out, “Away with him ; take him to the lock-up.” “ No,” cried one, 
“ take him to everlasting glory, out of the way.” If I had not witnessed 
all this, it would have been incredible that men and women professing 
to have the Grace of God in their hearts (but the devil in their lives) 
should, in the nineteenth century, sing themselves hoarse in order to 
drown the voice of an honest expositor of spiritualism. To their 
honour, be it said—so far as I could judge—the bulk of the crowd, by 
their expressions and jostling of our opponents, sympathized with us, 
even if they did not approve of all our views. I could fill several 
sheets with a record of this manifestation of Christian bigotry, but 
must desist.—Yours truly, Jno. Ainsworth.

Woman in Russia.—An article in the Fortnightly Review, by Mr. 
E. B. Lanin, depicts in very dark colours “ Sexual Morality in Russia.” 
“ The social position of women,” says the writer, “ is admittedly the 
key-note of a nation's civilisation. The great bulk of Russian women 
now, as in the eleventh century, are drudges first and mere females 
afterwards. The Ustav of Yarosslav the Great puts women upon a 
level with the blind, the lame, the mendicant poor, the crippled, and 
deformed humanity. The Orthodox Church has shown itself to be as 
great a misogynist as the Koran. You can almost count on the fingers 
of one hand the women whom it has admitted to tbe rank of saints. 
The views thus authoritatively put forward by Church and State are 
scrupulously acted upon by the docile people whose proverbs <^n the 
subject are at least terse an'd expreseive. ‘A hen is not a bird,, nor is-a 
woman a human being,’ is a doctrine seldom belied in practice. Wife
beating has often been looked upon as a sign of genuine attachment, 

'though in Russian proverbial philosophy it figures mainly as a coi dition 
of the happiness of the husband. ‘ He is not drunk' who drinks not 
wine, nor is he happy whd beats not his wife.’ There need be no fear of 
her powers of endurance, for a ‘wife is not a pea—you cannob crush 
her,’ and she evidently needs to be constantly reminded of her duties,- 
for ‘ A girl’s memory and. her sense of shame , last only to the threshold 
of the door.’ ” ■ ’
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BUSINESS CARDS.
Terms, 2/6 per line per quarter in advance.

Mimi Jones, Clairvoyant and Speaker, 2, Benson Street, Liverpool. 
Mrs. Herne, Stances by appointment), 77, Buxton Rd., Stratford, Essex. 
J. B* Tetlow, Speaker and Psychometrist, 46, Harrison St., Pendleton. 

•MrS. Hayes, Trance Speaker. Psychometrist, 44, Cotton St., Burnley. 
Apartments.—Woodland Towers, Onchan, near Douglas. Mrs. Smith. 
G. A Wright, Phrenologist, 7, Hoxtion St., Qirlington, Bradford. 
Mrs. J. A, Stansfield, Speaker and Clairvoyant, 77, Heavily, Stockport. 
J. Lomax. Seer, Trance Speaker, and Healer, (open dates) 2, Green 
St, E., Darwen._________________ ______________________________
J. Scott, Business and Test Olairvoyant. By letter 1/-. Trance 
Speaker. 161. Mount Pleasant, Old Shildon, co. Durham.__________  
Mr. J. J. Vango, Magnetic Healer and Clairvoyant. Hours 12 to 4, 
or by appointment. 321, Bethnal Green Road, London, E.__________  
Mr. Hagon, Healer. Stances by appointment, 67, Carlisle Street, 
Edgware Road, London.__________________________________________  
MrS. Hagon, Healer and Business Clairvoyant by appointment. 
Address 67, Carlisle Street, Edgware Road, London._________________  
Mr. B. Plant, 62, John St, Pendleton. Trance Speaker, Natural 
Clairvoyant, Test and Business Medium. Terms Moderate.
Mr. W. J. Leeder, Speaker and Clairvoyant, is open to engage
ments. Address, 17, Horton Street, Halifax._______________________  
F._ Hepworth, Trance Speaker and Entertainer. Open dates, 151, 
Camp Hoad, Leeds.______________________________________________  

1891. Victor Wyldes. 1891.
Trance and Inspired Orator, Renowned Psychometrist, Dramatic 
Reciter, &c. Address, Stanley Villas, 364, Long Acre, Birmingham. 
THB BAMBI OLD CHAP. R. H NEPTUNE, Astrologer, 
11, Bridge Street, Bristol, gives the events of life according to natural 
laws. Send stamped envelope for prospectus. _____  
Mr. Towns, Medical Diagnosis, Test and Business Clairvoyant, at 
home daily, and open to engagements. Address—124, Portobello
Road, Notting Hill, London, W.
MrS. B. Gavan/lS, Clowes Street, West Gorton, Manchester (late of 
Denton), PRACTICAL MEDICAL PSYCHOMETRIST, gives State 
of Health, description of Ailments, Ac., the time it would take to cure, 
advice, Ac. All that is required is a small lock of the person's hair, 
with age, sex, whether married or single. Fee Is. Stamped envelope 
for reply. Incurable cases preferred.

POPULAR LECTURES ON SPIRITUALISM, SCIENCE, 
HEALTH AND TOTAL ABSTINENCE

to Societies, Lyceums, Ban s of Hope and B*nds of Mercy by
Mr. P. W. SEYMOUR,

many years at Guy’s Hospital and Onslow College, London. Address, 
72, Price Strewt, Birkenhead, Cheshire.
Astrology.—“ Helios ’■ gives-the Horoscope with reliable informa
tion aud advice on Business, Chances of Success, Marriage, Health, &c., 
fee 2/6. Future Flvents (next two or three years) and a description of 
Character and Abilities from a new system, fee 7/6. J. J. Morsk writes 
“Helios”: “The Horoscope received, is the best I ever had submitted to 
me. It is especially correct in its description of my personal character 
and abilities, and it closely accords with my general experiences of life.” 
State lime, dato, and place of birth, sex, and if married, to “ Helios,” c/o 
Mr. Ringrose, New Pelion, Halifax._____________________________

□VEr. "W. WAKEFIELD, 
MEDICAL CLAIRVOYANT, 

Magnetic Healer and Medical Botanist,
Healing at a distance—Medical Diagnosis, Remedies, 

Mrs. WAKEFIELD, 
MEDICAL PSYOHOMETBieT, 

In Female Diseases and. Derangements successful.
AOPuroa—74. OOBonRO hTHEET. LEEDH

Prof. BLACKBURN, D.M., 
DOCTOR OF MAGNETICS, PHRENOLOGIST, <fcc., 

Has taken more commodious .premises at

NO. 17, HORTON STREET,
Near tho Central Station, for the treatment of 

Diseases by Massage, Magnetism, Electricity, and Baths. 
Try this marvellous system by its results, and spread the glad tidings 

that there is help at hand for every suffering invalid. My system of 
treatment will relieve or cure you, as the sun will rise from day to day, 
or that fire will burn. 
No Drugs or Minerals Given. No Cutting, Probing, Burning Processes. 

Every organ of the body is roused to do its work, and every disease 
known to man, if curable at all, is better and more QUICKLY CURED 
BY MY METHODS than by all the drugs in Christendom. 
Diseases Told from a Look of Hair. Charge, 1/-, & Stamped envelope. 
CHARACTERS BEAU. AND ADVICE GIVEN ON BUSINESS, PROFESSION, MARRIAGE, io. 
Hours of Consultation, 10 to 12l80, and 2. to 6' p.m. Persons visited 

When unable to attend. All letters can be addressed to 
PROF. BLACKBURN, 17, Horton Street, Halifax. 

“THE TWQ WORLDS" LEAFLETS.
. No& 1 and 2.

8d. per 100,. 4/6 per * 1000, post free. .
. From Mn Wallis, 10, Petworth Street, Cheetham, Manchester, •

- , • . _ . . ■
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I The Most Marvellous and Effective Remedy ever 
I known since the Memory of Man for the 
I Suffering Millions

GOLDSBROUGH’S PREMIER EMBROCATION
Rgtd. No. 88,56^,

I as a few out of 7,526 testimonials from all parts of the world will 
I prove. Tho fact that the sale of this famous remedy has increased 
I sixfold within the past six months is a sufficient proof of its efficacy 
I for the following: Sprains, wrenches, twisted guiders, rheumatism, 
I gout, tic, neuralgia, headache, sciatica, bronchitis, lumbago, affections 
I of the chest and lungs, paralysis, and as a hair restorer cannot , be 

equalled, as it removes all disease from the roots of the hair, and
I restores grey hair to its natural colour, and promotes the growth.

In Bottles at 9d., 1/-, and 2/6 ; post free at 1/-, 1/3, and 3/- each, from
A GOLDSBROUGH,

28, GREAT RUSSELL STREET, BRADFORD, 
YORKSHIRE.

. adbo .
I Mrs. Goldsbrough’s Female Pills remove all obstructions, 
I correct all irregularities and carry off all humours, and are most valu
I able in all Female Complaint*.
I Liver Pills, for Liver Complaints in all its stages. Thousands
I bless the day they ever tried them.

Antibilious Pills, a true friend to all sufferers from Bilious
1 Complaints.
I (All the above Pills can be had of the Proprietor, post free, 

lid. and Is. 9^d.)
Restorative Pills, invaluable in oases of Ruptures, Tumours and 

Inward Piles ; have proved a blessing to thousands. (Sold, post free, 
8|d. and Is. 2$d.)

Century Ointment, a never-failing Remedy for Obstinate Swes 
of every description, having been in use in the family over two hundred -

I years. ■
Universal Ointment, for Scalds, Burns, Abscesses, Ulcers, and all 

old standing Sores. No home should be without it I
Healing Ointment, for Sore and Tender Feet. Corns, Flesh. Cute, 

and Bruises. Two or three dressings will have a grand effect. Once 
tried will recommend itself.

Skin Ointment, for Skin Diseases of all kinds.
(All the above Ointments post free at 9|d. and Is. 4$d.)

Pain Killer. Wonderful in the removing of Lumbago and other 
similar affections.

Magic Paint. Remarkable in its effect upon all inflammatory 
Wounds, and Erysipelas.

Diarrhoea Drops. These Drops have a remarkable effect in twenty 
minutes. No pen can describe the worth of the Pain Killer, Magic 
Paint, and Diarrhoea Drops.

(In Bottles, post free, at 10^d. and Is, 4Jd.)
Purifying Powders, a Cleanser of the system, and a Rectifier of 

many disorders. No household should be without them,
In Packets at 6d. and 1/- each ; post free at 8d. and 1/3 each.

Pile Ointment. Instant relief is found on application of this 
wonderful Ointment. (Post free, 8d. and Is. 3d.)

All Postal and Money Orders to be made payable to A. 
Goldsbrough^ at St. Andreu? s, Bradford.

All the Goldsbrough Remedies may be had from the following agents— 
Mr.Wm. H. Robinson, 18, Book Market, Newcastle-bn-Tyne.
Mr. Alfred Wainwright, 79, Hobble Terrace, Bradford Road, Hudders

field.
Mr. Driver, Herbalist, Alpha Street, Parkwood Street, Keighley.
Mra Entwistle, 25, Beech Street, Accrington.

MANCHESTER AGENT FOR THE EMBROCATION ONLY:
Mrs.. WALLIS, Victoria New Approach, 10, Great

Ducie Street, Strangeways.

I isbi:
A Weekly Journal of Psychical, Occult, and Mystical Research.

“ Light I Mohr Light 1 ”—Goethe.
“LIGHT” proclaims a belief In the existence and life of the 

spirit apart from, and independent of, the material organism, and in the 
reality and value of intelligent intercourse between spirits embodied 
and spirits disembodied. This position it firmly and consistently 
maintains. Beyond this it has no creed, and its columns are open to a 
full and free discussion—conducted In a spirit of honest, courteous, 
and reverent inquiry—its only aim being, in the words of its motto, 
“Light! More Light I”

To the educated thinker who concerns himself with questions of 
an occult character, " LIGHT ” affords a special Vehicle of information 
and discussion, and is worthy the cordial support ■ of the most intelii- 
gent students of Psychical facts and phenomena. -

Price 2d.; or, 10s. lOd. per annum, post free.
Office!—2, Duke Street, Adelphi,. London, W.O.

TH El BANNER OF LIGHT, the oldest spiritual paper in 
■ the world. Published by Messrs. Colby and Rich, Boston, 

Mass. U.S.A. Side European Agent, Mr. ’J. J. Morse. - ■*
* ■ * * •
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THE ALOFAS COMPANY’S
SAFE HERBAL SPECIALITIES,

ALOFAS Tincture.—-Sure cure for Consumption, Bron
. chitls, Pleurisy, and all Throat and . Chest: 

Diseases. - * ' . __ _ALOFAS Powder.—Cures all Wasting Diseases, Night 
Sweats, Debility, Brain Fag, &o.

ALOFAS Pills for Indigestion, Constipation, and all

ALOFAS

ALOFAS

ALOFAS

ALOFAS 
ALOFAS

Liver and Bowel Disorders. .
Stomachic cures Flatulence, Heartburn, Sour 
Eructations, and all Kidney and Heart 
Trouble. :
Embrocation.—A boon to athletes. Cures 
Sprains, Rheumatism, Stiff Joints, <fcc. 
Ointment for Chaps, Chilblains, Cracks, Rough 
Skin, Ulcers, &o. 
Ringworm Ointment.—A sure cure. 
Ointment for Piles. Most efficacious and 
certain.

ALOFAS Hair Restorer for Falling Off, Baldness, &c. 
ALOFAS. Blood Purifier. Wonderfully successful, 
ALOFAS Special Female Tincture. Safe in all cases. 
ALOFAS Cholera Syrup for Diarrhoea, &c,

ALOFAS remedies are composed of purely innocent non-poisonous 
herbs, possessing the most wonderful medicinal properties, and, being 
entirely free from all injurious properties, they may be given with safety , 
to the youngest child or the most sensitive invalid.

ALOFAS relaxes spasms, expels wind, relieves pain, equalizes. 
the circulation, induces gentle but not profuse perspiration, clears the. 
skin and beautifies the complexion. The continued use of this medicine 
strengthens the heart harmonizes the nervous system, strengthens the

ALOFAS vitalizes mentally and physically ; being a pabulum by 
which the brain is fed, its use imparts intellectual vigour, brilliancy and 
vivacity of thought; and, through the blood, strength and endurance 
of body. It is diuretic, tonic, alterative, anti-spasmodic, expectorant, 
anti-scorbutic, and stimulant. In fevers of every type its effect is won
derful, and there is no need of other medicine. In the worst cases of 
Pleurisy, Croup, Whooping Cough, Asthma, Colic, Colds, Coughs, 
Scarlet Fever, Measles, all Inflammatory Diseases, Skin Diseases, Gout, 
Rheumatism, Indigestion, Blood Diseases, Hepatic Torpor, Impotency, 
Loss of Energy, Confusion of Ideas, Headache, all Chronic Diseases 
however complicated or long standing; and in Female Diseases, when 
apparently hopeless, its curative action is beyond belief; but in all 
Throat and Chest Diseases, Cancer, Kidney Troubles, Mercurial and 
Quinine Poisoning, Brow Ague, Consumption, Bronchitis, Hysteria, Ac., 

. it is almost a Specific. All beneficial effects are accomplished without 
the slightest inconvenience or discomfort to the patient. This medicine 
neither raises the temperature of the body nor increases the frequency 
of the pulse, and no excitement whatever accompanies its use.

The ALOFAS Preparations are all separate and independent 
remedies, composed of herbs selected with special reference to the 
disease requiring* treatment, but all bear the word “ALO FAS,” bur 
trade mark, to protect our customers from worthless imitations.

The ALOFAS Remedies, price Is. l$d., 2s. 9d. and 4s. 6d. each. 
Sold by all Chemists, or post free from

THE ALOFAS COMPANY,
Central Dep6t,

20, New Oxford Strhet, London, W.C. 
Manager, D. YOUNGER.

(Author of “ The Magnetic and Botanic Family Physician.”)

Agent for Manchester—Mrs. Wallis, 10, Petworth Street, Cheetham, 
and Victoria New Approach, 10, Great Ducie street, Strangeways.

Also sold by the following agents :—
• Accrington,—T. Stanley, Chemist, Whalley Road. • .

’. ' W. Thorhber, Chemist, 38 and' 85, Blackburn, Road.
Barrow-in-Furness.—Edwin Sansom, Ohepaist, 75, Duke Street. .
Ashford.—J. Ingall, Chemist, High Street.
Bath.—H. J. Masters, Chemist, 12, Argyle Street. .

. Birmingham.-/Thomas Curry, 147, Broad Street, Five'Ways. .
Bishop Auckland.—‘■Thorburn & Son, 8, Newgate Street ‘ 
Blackburn.—^. Lord Gifford, Chemist, Salford Bridge.*
Holton,—Blain & Soni Chemists, 25, Market Street. *
Brighton.—‘Hardcastle & Co., Chemists, 71, East Street. •

Bromley-by-Bow.—J. H. Smith, Chemist, 189, Sb. Leonardos Street. 
Burnley.—Francis, Chemist, 7, Manchester Road.
Cardigan.—J; E. Jones, Pharmaceutical Chemist.
Cheltenham.—A. T. Padgham, 12, Suffolk Road.
Cleckheaton (Yorkshire).—Holdroyd, Drug Stores.
Coleshill.—Sumner & Son, Chemists, High Street. .
Cork—Harrington & Son, Limited, Chemists, 80, Patrick Street.

. Coventry.—F. Bird, Chemist, Spori Street. • ' '
Oreioe.—A. P. Newman, Chemist, Post Office, 43, NantWich Road, and 

. 6, Victoria Street. • ■ ■ ....
Oromford (Derbyshire).—W. Lennox, Market Place.
Derby.—BardiU & Co., Chemists, 40, Peter Street. .
Dewsbury.—0. G. Gloyhe, Chemist. " ' . ’"
Edinburgh.—Smith and Bowman, Chemists, 9, Merchiston Terrace 

Morningside, and ;7,. Crichton Place.
Falkirk—Wm. Murdoch, Swords Wynd. ■
Glasgow.—John Griffin, 29, Great Western Road.
Grantham.—J. Cox & Son, Chemists, 86, Watergate.
Great Yarmouth.—Walter Chapman, Chemist, 9, Kimberley Terrace. 
Hanley.—Central Drug Company, 26, Tontine Street.
Hastings.—A Brooker, Chemist, 52a, Robertson Street.

J. G. Richards, Chemist, 58a, High Street.
Hereford.—Ralph A Clarke, 3, High Town.
Hornchurch.—J. H. Smith, Chemist.
Hull.—A. Richardson, Chemist, 443 and 117, Hessle Road.
Kendal,—J. S. Metcalfe, Chemist, 55, High Gate. 1 
Lancaster.—W, J. Lund, Chemist, Penny Street.
Leith.—Smith and Bowman, Chemists, 3, Duke St, and at Edinburgh.
Newcastle-under’ Lyme.—Centred Drug Co., 40, Bridge Street.
North Shields.—-J. Gibson, Chemist, 110, Charlotte Street.
Nottingham.—H. Campkin, 52, Hunger Hill Road.
Oxford.—J. H. Jessop, Carfax Pharmacy, 140, High Street.
Plymouth.—J. V. Williams, Chemist, 95 and 96, Old Town Street. 
Preston.—J. T. Jackson, 55, Fishergate.
St. Leonards-on-Sea.—Hasselby, Chemistj 1, Eversfield Place.
Swinton (Yorkshire).—J. Jones, Chemist.
Thrapston.—Turner, Chemist, opposite Post Office.
Tunbridge Weils.—Geo. Cheverton, Chemist, The Broadway. ' 
Wallsend-on-Tyne.—R Brand, Chemist, High Street (Post Office). 
Westhoughton (nr. Bolton)—Jn. Boulton, Medical Hall, 153, Church St. 
Wigan.—J. Phillips, Chemist, The Pharmacy. ‘ .

Every Thursday, Price Twopence.

AND ECLECTIC REVIEW.
Edited by SALADIN.

The Agnobtio Journal is the only journal of advanced thought 
of the overt and aggressive order that has broken away from the 
“ Freethought” traditions of Richard Carlile and his school to adopt a 
policy compatible with the higher moral tone and riper culture of 
modem times. Thk Agnobtio Journal contends that liberal thought 
does not necessarily arrive at the conclusion that all existing institutions 
should be overturned ; and it distinctly repudiates the crude sedition 
in politics and the revolting, prurience in sociology which have for so 
long made popular “ Freethought ” a hiss and a byeword with all whose 
adherence would be of value.

Under name and pen-name, some of the most scholarly and able 
writers of the age contribute regularly to Thk Agnobtio Journal ; and 
although tbe editorial policy is opposed to the popular and dominant 
faith, the columns of the journal are ever open to articles in defence of 
Spiritualism from writers of recognized ability.

The Agnobtio Journal can be had free by post on the. following 
terms: Quarterly, 2/8$; Half-yearly, 5/5; yearly1,.10/10. Ordersihould 
be given to local newsagents, but where this is impracticable they 
should be sent direct to the publishing office.

London : W. Stewart & Co.; 41, Farringdon Street.

RELIGIO-LIBERAL TRAOTS.
1. The Holy Bible: Account of its Origin and Compilation.
2. The Bible: Is ib the Word of God 1 . . .
8. Testimony of Distinguished Scientists to the Reality of Psychical 

Phenomena.
4. A Few Thoughts on the Revised New Testament.
5. Orthodox Ohristiariity Impugned.
6, Immortality and Heaven; and What is a Spiritualist I By Thos. 

Shorter.
7. Christianity and Spiritualism Irreconcileable. By W. E. Coleman.
8. The Sabbath: Its Origin and Observance. By Robert Opoper, 
9. The Fall of Man. By Robert Cooper.

• LEAFLETS.
What I once thought. By Prof. W. Denton. • • .
Is Spiritualism Diabolical or Divine 1 By Thomas Shorter.

Published by the Religio-Liberal Tract Society, Eastbourne, Sussex.
Price 2d. per dozen. Six dozen sent, post free for Is. For.any less 

number, Id. extra for postage. Leaflets, fld. per 100, post freb. Stamps 
received in payment. •

These tracts are specially designed - to' cope with the prevailing 
theological superstition, and their circulation is calculated to prepare 
the way for the reception of spiritual truth.

Address, MR. R. COOPER, SeC., R.L.T.S., 14, Cornfield Road, 
Eastbourne, Sussex. . ' ,

Printer for “Thk Two Wobias ’ Publishing Company, Limitikby JOHN ffiAwoflb, H^oelBior Printing and Bookbinding Work#; Manchester; find phbHffidd'.by 
• him at Deahsgate and Ridgefield, Manoheator; and at 1, Paterndftox. Bmialngtf/ London. Company's Office, 10. Petworth Street, Oneothita, MiffiaheEwrT


