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THE LAST OF THE MERLINITES:

A CunistMas KEVE NARRATIVE
hi .
Founded on fact, and compiled by Exyva HARDINGE BRITTEN.,
[ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.]

IN a remote district of the North of England, in the wildest
part. of the border, hill, and glen country, there existed,
nearly a century ago, a small sect. of religionists of a strange,
cloomy, and  fainatical character.  They were but little
known, and arvose and disappeared like the phantoms of a
fleeting dream ; but the memory of their brief term of
existence is rescued from oblivion by the researches of a
few stillliving descendants of their order, from one
whom, together with certain local traditions which attach
to the scenes of their transient sphere of influence, the
following itemns of history are gathered up.

The ‘“ Merlinites”

euben Merling a man of wealth and  position, who

derived their name from their founder,
Mr.,
first beeamne distinguished by establishing a club, of which
he was the ruling spirit.
tion by the same title as that of the sect,
the real sobriguet by which the said club

We shall speak of this associa-
namecly, the

1"

“Merlinites,
chose to announce itself, being ¢ne not tolerable to
polite, and giving rise in the peculiar sphere of its influence
to the now familiar proverh, so specially applicable to Mr.
namely, “that the

ars

Merlin’s  two  opposite  movements,
foundations of heaven are Iaid in hell.”

One thing is certain, that whereas the motto of the club
was “Women, wine, and wickedness,” their acts of outrace,
aimless mischicf, and daring licentiousness fully justified the
worst appellation that could be bestowed upon them, and
rendered their association the terror and abhorrence of every
scene in which they were known,

One of the most orthodox practices of these human fiends
was to celebrate Christmias Eve by a mock solemnity, which
they called a wedding, wherein the bridegroom was one of
their own number, whilst the bride was to be one of the
);/gn])le—“ youny, fair, virtwous, and waeilling”-—the latter
clause, of course, rendering it absolute that she should be
abducted from her home. at the
weekly meeting of the Merlinites which preceded a certain
(thristmas Eve, when the next nuptials of infamy weve to be
celebrated.  The society, which met periodically at the

houses of the different members, wére in session at the

Our narrative commences
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s]:lcndid r'csiden(-o of Reuben Merlin. The wine and wassail
had done their work, and the party had already elected
nfus Rushton, the worst and most unscrupulous of their
number, to procure the wettm who was to make sport for
them on the ensuing Christmas Fe.

To the clamorous demand for information touching the
bride elect of the new orgie, Rufus Rushton maintained a
contemptuous silence.  He was a young man of noble family,
with the stamp of intellect and geuius on his bhrow ; but the
iron of early dissipation had pussed its hot fingers across his
worn face, and the once lofty inspiration of a crushed soul
looked out from the wreck himself had made, like the light
which shone through Milton’s ‘“archangel ruined.”

“'Tell us her name, where she lives, who she is to be,
If you expect us to help you, you must uncover your game,
Master Rufus!” shouted the revellers in noisy chorus.

“T neither ask nor require your help, gentlemen,” coolly
‘“my conquests are my o, and I generally
The rules of our order

that she should be

replied the rake;
fight my battles single-handed.

young 18 only natural, considering that most of our society

of |

" grace the scene of her honourable fnitiation

i too,

are Incking in the clement of youth themselves—that she
should be wnwilling is only worthy the illustrious name we

hear.  Fear not, gentlemen ; Madam Rushton shall not dis-

1)

“ By Heaven, he is chafting us!” cried the ficrce founder
of the club; “but we will know who the dama is, and that
without crossing swords either, Master Rufus,” he added
more mildly, as he noted the dangerous flash of the young
man's eye; then, rising, he whispered to one of the grooms
in attendance, and continued—* We will have rare sport,
comrades.  We have here an old blind beggar, the
most notable prophet that ever fizured out of Jerusalem.
without eves than any of us

Jacob, and he

He sees more of the future
could do with telescopes.  Bring him herve,
will tell us who Rufus Rushton’s fair once is, and something
of her after-life to boot.”

“ Blind Sundy ' eried one of the club. “ By all the
saints, Reuben, you had better introduce Beelzebub, our
ma.ter, amongst us,  That old Gospel Shop, Sandy, will
prophesy nothing but evil about such choice spirits as us.”

“ Never mind!” cried the master of the house. * Evil
we are, and to the evil we must all go. What matters it,
whether Blind Sandy or Reuben Merlin tells you so.”

As he spoke, a tall old man came feeling his way into
the room. He was thin and mecagre; his dress was poor
but scrupulously clean, and the number of neat patches it
bore, evinced the work of some tender and careful woman’s
hand. A little shagey dog, almost as threadbare aud lean
as his master, led him forward by a string, while a little
basket at his necI\ bespoke the ealling of the Llind beggar.

“Come, old Sandy ! cried the rough master, “give us
a touch of your conjuring craft, We want to know what
you see hereabouts of consequence to this noble company.”
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“ What do I sce, sir 2”7 meekly responded the begear,
raising his sightless orbs towards the speaker, *alas, I «ce
no sun, no moon, no stars |—all is dark, dark for ever!”

‘“ Here, can ye see that, old Simcon?” chuckled one of
the company, holding up a shilling before the beggar, who
mechanically reached out his hand to take it, while the
other, winking to the rest, jerked it away, remarking, ¢“The
old trader is no such fool after all—fecling is as good
believing as seeing, any day.”

“ You shall have half-a-crown, and all the bones the
hounds can't pick,” interrupted the master, ¢ if you can tell
us the name of Rufus Rushton’s new leman.”

The young man, thus unceremoniousty alluded to, moved
restlessly in his seat, but kept silence, while the helpless
mendicant, knowing, by bitter experience, the ruthless
nature of his tormentors, turned deprecatingly from one to
the other, as they reiterated taunting offers and dangerous
threats, in the hope of inducing him to exercise a gift for
which he was highly famed, namely, that of *second sight.”
In vain the poor creature declared the visions which occa-
sionally unclosed his prophctic lips were beyond his cwn
control ; the fierce revellers became the more determined as
their victim manifested his impotency to gratify them. At
length Rufus Rushton contemptuously advised them to
send the impostor away. ¢ For,” added he, ‘“he has never
yet been known to prophesy aught but evil, and that is why

what he says comes true.”

It seemed as if tho sound of Rushton’s voice had broken
the spell that held the prophetic lips cnchained.  Raising
hig sightless eyes to heaven, and crecting hig thin bent form
with a force and dignity that held his listeners awe-struck,
he said in a deep impressive tone, ‘I stand within an
ancient castle’s hall. [ hear the loud tempest roar, the
thunder crash, the livid lightning specds its awlul flight '
There’s bonny work within that ancient fane ! There’s mirth,
and revelry, and wassail loud. A dainty wedding, too, is
forward now, and only waits the coming of the bride.

“List to the tolling of the castle bell! Tt booms the
death of night ! Slowly and sad the midunight hour proclaims
another day is dead —another born ; and woce are they who
gee its mournful birth! But stay! who are the revellers !
Wait! I'll count.  For every hour that tolls I sce a face,
bearing some well-known name.  An altar there is rased ; a
gibbering ape, in gown and cassock, takes the place of priest.
An open book and wedding ring he holds, aud all stand ready
waiting for the bride. She comes! she comes! Room for
the wretched dove, with broken pinions, rufiled plumes, anid
goiled ! Behold her dragged along by vassal hands, to play
her part enforced in this foul scene! O God, why beats my
heart 1 My feeble knees, why do they bend and totter ‘neath
my weight? My eyeballs are on fire! 0O, how they
burn! I'm blind again! I'm blind! Ah me!

O God! in merey, one short moment more suspend the doom,

all's dark !

and let me see her face !

“IJt may not be; the night hay fallen indeed; the
curtain’s down, the pageant is played out.  And yet, what
means that mighty rush of waters sounding in mine cars?
Hark to thosc shricks! They're raised by thirteen Tost and
dying creatures. Twelve deserve their fate, but she, the
innocent, the guiltless, save, ol sive her! "Tis all in vain !
The castle clock tolls one ! Tt is its death knell,
the requiem note of thirteen, perished victims, and lo! ity
Thrust forth
from the awe-struck yet indignant group, the heggar groped
his .way from the place of guilt, munnuring o prayer to

It sounds

iron tongue is now forever hushed '” . .

Heaven to bless and save his own ewe lamb, his child) his
fair and gentle daughter fron the hands of those remorscless
spoilers,

“I will show you how to ¢hieat the wizard and his proplieey
of evil,” eried Renben Merlin, long alter the heggar had been
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expelled from the door. * All assemble Zere on Christmas
eve; come by the road, and avoid the river. Do not even
cross the ford above Brooke’s Mill. Don’t go near Rujfus's
old Castle above all things; and do you, Rushton, bring your
bride along, with help or without, as it pleases you; only
swear, one and all; on Christmas eve, one hour before mid
night, to be in this very place, and we'll set defiance to flood
and fire, though old Sandy, old Ocean, and Beelzebub himself
Do you swear?”

“We swear, living or dead, we, thirvteen Merlinites, will
meet wn this place at half-past eleven o’clock, December 2:11h,
17—

[ L] » . . L) -

were thundering at our gates.

The winds sung a wild and mournful requicm ; the pelting
storm descended in heavy gusts, and the genius of desolation
swept with the icy scimitar of the bitter north wind the half-
savage mountain region in which the dwelling of Reuben
Merlin was situated, when, two days before the Christmas
eve on which thz orgies of the Merlinites were to be celebrated,
at five o’clock on the day of a storm long, long remembered
in that wild region, the old blind beggar, Sandy, stood in
the porch of Mr. Merlin’s door, claiming admittance and
demanding an interview with the master. Storm-beaten and
dripping in every rag with the pelting rain as he was, there
was something in the tone of the beguwar which, combined
with his fearsome reputation as a prophet, overawed the
frembling scervants, and compelled them to Jead him to the
master’s presence.

Arrived there, however, and suddenly confronted with the
haughty owner of the house, his fortitwde and unnatural
strength forsook him, and sinking on his knees in an agony
of tears and grief terrible to witness, old Sandy implored the
master, in broken terms and with choking sobs, to give him
back his daughter.

Had the bhind suppliant been able to note the effect of
his words on his auditor, he would at once have acquitted
him of any participation in the cause of his gricf) so
agtonished and affected did Merlin appear to be at the
nature of the appeal.

At leneth he succeeded in raising the unhappy begear,
and in kind and earnest tones besought him to give him an
account of the loss he thus deplored. Then it was, amidst
heavy sighs, and in accents choked by sobs, tRat the men-
dicant explained his case.  He had, it scems, onc only
child, a blossom of summer beauty, the only stay of broken
fortuncs and ruined hopes, the prop of his age, the sun of
his waning life.  So beautiful was this solitary ewe Iamb,
that the old man, terrified at the thought of subjecting her
to the rude glances of a sensuous world, had secluded her
in & remote hut, and actunlly went forth to beg their daily
bread, and ply his art as a bailad singer, rather than
expose his gem to the eves of men.  Ho told how she wove
baskets, which he sold; how ceraftily she knit and sgpun;
and above ally how, with her fairy footfull and joyous laugh,
“Jer sound” went forth in hig little hut like the echoes from
a world of nngels.  Ie told, too, how on the fatal night,
when he had appeared with the dark mantle of prophecy
thrown around him, the hour being late anl the night
stormy, he had sought shelter in an adjoining barn, and
returned to his hut the next day to find it empty ; hour
after hour he had waited to hear the sound of Marian’s
approach, but he waite'l in vain,  The hearth wag cold, the
embers extinguished—the light of the place had gone out.
The wild winds bore no whisper from his lost one; and
thongh his trembling feet and groping hands had goue over
every inch of his little dwelling, and scoured every bush or
hollow in tho district, he could feel no trace of his Murian,
He had shouted her name mntil his parched throat refused
its oflice; then, recalling in wild agony the vision of the
veiled female whom he had seen but could not recognize in
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the prophetic picture of Rufus Rushton’s unhallowed bridal,
the dreadful conviction forced itself upon his mind that his
kidnapped child was to be a partner in the shameful
Christmas rites he had deseribed.

Long aund carnest was the conversation that ensued
hetween the broken-hearted father and the strangely-moved
founder of the Merlin Club.  As they parted, it was with
these words from the now changed master of the house—

““1 have sworn to you, old man, and I will keep my oath.
Your wrongs in this matter shall be my own.”

“ Living or dead, the twelve men of our owvder are
pledged both soul and body to meet with me in this place
on Christmas Eve. A mock bridal is to he performed by the
terms of our compact.  The lot has fallen on Rufus Rushton
to be the groom. The bride we have sworn shall be a
maiden, pure as light, voung, fair, end wwwdling.  And
should T finedl vonr Marian is the vietim of this foul compact,
though Rufus Rushton were the father who cave me life, or
the brother who shared it with me, T wonld tear her from
his arms and give her back to vou a stainless virgin.”

IFrom the time when the blind begwar quitted the man-
sion in which he had so suddenly converted his worst encmy
into his best friend, up to within one hour of the appointed
Christmas Eve trvst, a storm, nnprecedented in foree and
desolating cllect, raged in that district.  Drooklets were con-
verted into torrents, mountain streauns into roaring eataracts,
the long streteh of ocean beach and sands was obliterated,
and beneath the heaving billows which lashed the rugged
rocks of that iron-bound coast, Iny wrecked villages, ruined
houses frincing the shore line, which, with many of their
hapless inhabitants, had heen swept away in the awful night
which witnessed the culminating force of the elemental
conflict,

Tt was whilst the tempest without still raged, amidst the

crash of the pealing thunder, and the deafening roar of the

]
tossing ocean, on the very verge of which Merlin’s mansion
stood, that the master emerged from the solitude, in which
he had buried himself for the past twenty-four hours, to
attend the appointed place of meeting with his club. Tt was
not the rule of the association for the host to receive hiy
guests, or appear amongst them until the honr of midnizht.
A secret door, known to all, at every house of meeting, led to
their club roowm ; and thus cach member arrived without
question, and awaited in profound silence the coming of the
host to open the mecting.

It was at twelve o'clock to the second, that Reuben Merl,
with a hand colder and more tremulous than he had ever
bhefore experienced, touched the secrct spring of the door
which led to the apartents devoted to the use of the clnb,
These rooms were s]moimis and handsome, and for the
purposes of the profane wedding ceremony, were fitted up as
a chapel.  This apartment in Merlin's house was splendid
heyond any other; and as he entered the room, his eyes for
a moment becune almost dazzled with the blaze of the
innumerable wax lights which shone upon and around the
mock altar,

At the grand banqueting table, cleven of his companions
were seated in profound silence. By the side of the altar,
fitted up in imitation of a Catholic chapel, stood Rufus
Rushiton i and stretched upon the steps lay what appeared
to be & human figure, but so enveloped in n mass of white
drapery that Merlin could not distinguish whether the person
thus concealed werve living or dead.  The most remarkable
part of the scene was the effect which Merlin found acting
upon himself the moment he entered the hall,
the company moved or spoke s they did not even turn their
heads or stir at bis entrance. They sat and Tooked rigid as
statues, with the spell as of an enchanter’s wand chaining
them,  But apart from the stismge immobility of the scene,

Merlin felt a powerful and almost tangible vapour arising, he

Not one of

| knew not from whence or how, curdling his own vitality, and

locking up his senses in the same rigidity which he beheld
around him. How long he stood in this fixed condition he
never knew: he was accustomed to say if it were but a
minute, there was no such thing as time, for the experiences
of a whole life were crowded into the period in which he
stood, DBevond this, too, his acute sight took cognizance of
a new and still more remarkable feature in the scene. As
his cyes traversed the assembled company, he read on ecach
face the cutire character, life, actions—ay, even thoughts and
motives —of each man’s most secret soul. There was the
rude fox-hunting squire, whose evergreen coat and huge top-
boots scemed to cover up such a world of hearty, convivial
evood humour.,  Why did he now recognize him to be a bully,
A coward, a tyranl, and a liar? The graceful, courteous
aristocrat next to him, whose polished words and courtly
similes won for him the “open sesame” to every heart—why
dil he now behold in him only a fawning hypocrite, and a
time-serving pander to the ruling powers?

From face to face his awe-struck gaze wandered, only to
behold in cevery moveless feature the same awful and mys-
terious transtizuration.  Physical beauty converted into
revolting corruption; splendid form and apparel shrank
and faded, every erace gone, and vice, loathsome crime, and
hideous moral deformity gleaming forth from every stony
face, once the obhject of his admiration and friendship! Tt
was in the midst of what scemed to him a dream cither of
the wildest insanity or unutterable horror, that he was
startled from his rigid trance-like condition by a chorus of
Roused 1 an instant
by sounds so appalling, Merlin’s first impulse was to rush from
In the gallery
withont, he found a crowd of his terrifiecd domestics, who,

wild, prolonged and terrible shrieks.
the hall to ascertain what had happened.

shocked by the same unearthly cries, were rushing to the
place of meeting, fearing that some terrible catastrophe had
befallen their master.  Finding that the appalling sounds
were not, to be explained withont the hall of assembly, Merlin
hastened to re-enter it, Lut only to discover that every light
was extinguished and the place in total darkness.

Yet even amidst the incessant flashes of the lightning,
which streamed in at the uncurtained windows, he perceived
that the room was entirely deserted by its late tenants.
Bridecroom, bride, revellers) all were gone ! and he stood in
the vast apartinent solitary and alone !

To stunmon the servants, vrocure lights, and search the
house in every direction was the work of the night, and the
cold dawn of 1 desolate and still stormy day found the
parplexed inhabitants wholly at a loss to comprehend the
mystery of the preceding night. The steward testified to
having lighted up the hall with his own hands—to having
heard the footsteps of eleven persons passing up the seeret
stairs which led to the hall from the door of entrance with-
out—to hearing the last person lock the door and pass into
the hall.

Il Mcvlin coulid have conceived the appearance of his
cuests to have heen hut a mere conception of his faney, the
evidence of the steward touching the lighting of the hall,
the disturbance of the chairg-—which were removed from
their formal positions, scattercd, and some overturned, as if a
nimber of persons had been suddenly displaced from them—
the fuct that the door of entrance, which his own hand had
unlocked at eleven o’clock, was now found locked inside, and
ahove ally the appearance of twelve crosses in chalk, recently
made in the aceustomed places, all bore testimony to the
presence of some mystery, beyond the capacity of Merlin
It was in the midst of their
fruitless search and vain surmises that a man appearved
hefore the master, jaded and travel-worn, alleging as the

or his houschold to solve.

. reason why hie had not delivered a letter, of which he was the

hearer the previous day, that the floods had risen with such
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force that cvery part of the country was under water, and
Lie himself had barely escaped with his life.

The letter, which was from Rufus Rushton, hore date of

the previous morning, and ran as follows :—
“ Brother Fiend, Greeting.

“The Merlinites are all here at my poor mansion of
Luciferian reputation. The floods are rising so rapidly on
all sides that we, in solemn council of Pandemonium, have
decreed that it is better that onc member of our illustrious
order should perish, than that the whole thirtcen should be
cast into the waters; hence we invite you to come to us,
for here, and lere only, shall we abide, and here shall we
celebrate our annual ceremony—the altar is prepared ; the
victim is already bound to its horns; nothing then remains
but that the Master Fiend should join us at the appointed
hour. Come as ye list; ride, swim, float, or sink, according
to your humour; but, lteingy or dead, do you meet with us
this night at 12 pm. If we are living we will await yvou
here ; if dead, we will join you there according to the terms
of our oath,

“Done at our poor ruin, velept Rushton Castle, this
morning at the tenth hour of December 2 fth, 17—.7

With a shout which rang through the hall ¢ Ride, ride
for your lives; Gabriel, Thomas, Martin, follow me ! 7--the
master sprang on his horse and dashed forward on his
perilous road. Through brake and fenee, throngh torrent
and river, across fords now swelled to eataracts, plunged
the headlong rider.,
destroying the landmarks which had once guided his way,

At length the swelling floods, entirely

compelled him to halt; and partly by offers of Targe rewards,
and partly by desperate threats, he succeeded in urging
some fishitrmen to embark with him in a boat, and make an
It

was a large, solitary mansion, situated on the sea shore, and

effort to reach by sea the dwelling of Rufus Rushton,

surrounded by a tract of flat, marshy Ld.

For the rest of that weary day and nizht did the rowers
ply their oars; and still; when the morning dawned, Reuben
Merlin gazed over a trackless waste of waters.

“Pause here, my men!”
missed the spot.

identical castle rock, and the lichthouse which shows we are

cricd Merlin; *“we must have
See there! By Heavens! there is the
at the very place; but in the name of Heaven, what has
become of the castle and all its inhabitants 7" “*If you mean
Rushton Castle, sir,” replied onc of the hoatmen, “we are
now sailing just above where it once stood.  As to the people
that lived there -—-Heaven alone knows their fate ; but there,
on the village at Craig’s Head, they say that on Christmas-
Eve, Just at twelve by the church clock, there rang out over
gen and land the awfullest cry that ever broke from human
lips ; if—the Lord save us!—they were human that uttered
it—oh, sir! may it not have been Master Rushton drowning,
with all his Christimns-Eve party ?”

“Doubtless, doubtless ;"
listener.
of their death wail T and my people heard from the far-off

murmured  the shuddering

“Tt must have been so; and that was the ccho

regions to which their sonls have sped.”

“And so, lieny or dead, they kept their word, and met
with me on Christmas-Ere, at widnight " Living or dead ?
Perbaps both |—*“dead, yet living.!” . . .

after this occurrence, and after the subsidence of the waters,

Many weceks

two bodies, the only human vestiges of Rufus Rushton’s last
carouse, were found.  The one was an old silver-haired man,
whose tattered garments were supposed to bear testimony
to the identity of blind S .ndy. the beggar.  Clasped tightly
to his breast, and still encireled in the arms of the ded,
was a female, clothed in white garments; hut the sullen
waters which had formed her winding sheet had laved away
cvery trace of what might have been once fair and lovely
nud left no proofy, heyond surmise, that it wes Marian, the

beautifal fairy of the glen, whom few had s:en exeept in

- o —— —

stolen glances ; around whom husy tongues had enwreathed
legends of mystery, from the fame of hier beauty, the fact of
her strange seclusion, and her relationship to the dreaded
prophet, Blind Sandy.

Many years after these events, Mr. Merlin reappeared
in the neighbourhood from foreign lands; where hie had been
wandering in pursuit of the lore which old India, Egypt,
and Germany alone could give him. The records of *“ The
Merlin Club,” almost its very memory, had passed away in
the depths of the fearful floods which had ingulfed all its
members but this one, and in him, the stern and gloomy
ageetic—the scholar of strange systems and unknown lands—
none would have ever recoguised its founder, until he formed
that link of connection between the past and the present,
known as the stern, ascctie, and short-lived sect of the

“Merlinites.”
_+__-_. - e— -

MY CHRISTMAS PUDDING, OR THE SCHOOLBOY'S
DREAM.

ListeN, all ! I tell what happened on the night of Christmas Day,
After I'd been ecating pudding in a very reckless way.
Just as Christmas Day was dyving, ax T on my hed was Iving,
When to slumber I was trying, when I'd just begun to snore,
[ heeame aware of something rolling on my chamber Hoor—
Of a most mvsterious rumbling, rolling on my chamber floor,

Unly this and nothing more !

Partly waking, partly sleeping, all my flesh with horror creeping,
[ could hear it tumbling, leaping, rolling on iy chamber tloor;
Underneath the bedcelothes sinking, I betook myself to thinking
If it inight not be a kitten that had entered at the door ;
“Yes," sand I, “it i3 a kitten, entered av the open door,
This it is and nothing maore,”

P'resently my heart grew stronger; hesitating then no longer,

“* Cat,” said I, ““or kitten, kindly stop that rolling on the Hoor.”

Jut it was most irritating, for the sound was unabating,

On my nerves for ever grating was the rolling on the tloor;

Till at last I cried in anguish, * Stop that rolling, T implore ;"
And a voice =aid, “ Nevermore.”'

This convinced me of my error, up I rose in greatest terror,
(‘ertain that 'twas not a kitten that had spoken just before ;
Then into the darkness peering, shivering, wondering, doubting,
fearing,
I could dimly see a pudding rviiing on my chamber tloor
I could gee a big plum pudding rolling on my chammber tloor ;
May I see it nevermore !

From its mouth a vapor steaming, while its fiery cves were glenming,
Gleaming fiercely bright, and sceming lixedlv to scan me o'er
Soon it rolled and rumbled nearer, and its ain becoming clearer,
I could gee that it intended jumping higher than the floor ;
Yes, it jumped upon iy chest, and when in pain I gave a roar,
All 1t said was, *“ Nevermore,"

Though my back was nearly broken, this reply, so strangely spoken,
Scemed to me to be a token that it wished for something more ;
So my thoughts in words expressing, T began my sins confessing,
Saving I had eaten pudding many a titme in dayvs of vore,
But although I'd eaten pudding many a time in days of yore,

I wonld ¢at it nevermore.

Still in spite of my confessing, that plum padding kept on pressing,
Pressing with its weight tremendous ever en my bosom's core,
Till I cried, (), monster mighty, in my work I'm often tlighty,
Jut, if you will now forgive me, I'll work hard at classic lore ;
At the end of thix vacation I'll work hard at classic lore !
Quoth the pudding, “ Nevermore,”
“Be that word our gign of parting, pudding!" then I shricked,
upstarting,
' Giet thee back—get off my stomach, roll again upon the floop 1"
Thus I struggled, loudly screaming, till T found [ had heen dreaming,
Dreaming like a famous poet once had dreant in days of yore ;
But although "twas like the poet’s dream he dreamt in days of yore,
May I dream it nevermore !

- — et m e E b N m—— b B e B amem m - ¢ ———

Max, without the protection of a superior heing, is sceure
of nothing that he enjoys, and uncertain of everything that
he hopes for.—Z7%otson.

Litrie Tmxes.—Springs ave little things, bat they are
sonrces of large streams; a helm is a little thing, but it
governs the course of a ship; abridle is a little thing, but
we know its use and power; nails and pegs ave little things,
but they hold the parts of a large building together; a word,
n look, nsmile, are little things, but powerful for good or
evil. . Think of this, and mind the little things., Pay that
little debt.  If it is a promise, redeem it ; you know not what
important events imay hang upen it.  Keep your word
sacred ; keep it to the children—they will mark it sooner than
anyone else, and the effect will probably be ay lasting as Iife.
Mind little things,
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SPIRIT

VOICES: OR, WHO SPOKE?

I~ an unfortunate moment, four or five years ago, I bought
a pony and trap. DPerhaps some of your recaders may wonder
where is the misfortune in becoming possessed of «
horse. T will explain. I soon found to my sorrow that
rrood living and little work developes the “devil ” in a horse
quite as soon as the same thing will do in a man; and I
had not owned *Fanny” very loug before she became so
wicked that it was dangerous to go near her, and often have
I had to yoke up and drive ten or fifteen miles on a cold
day to take the cvil spirit out of her. One morning, at the
time of which I write, I reccived a notice to attend as a
witness, and give evidence at a lawsuit that was to be tried
at Preston.  As Fanny had not been working for sume days,
she had become almost unmanageable, so I determined [
would drive to Preston, instead of going by tramn.

I got the pony and trap ready, and set them to stand at
the yard door nntil I was ready to start on my journcy.
Aftor sceing that everything was in order, I was just step-
ping into the trap, when I heard some one speak, and as the
voice was clear, distinet, and sounded close to me, T turned
routil to see who spoke.  To my surprise there was no one
The words spoken were as follows: “1ut some
I looked all about to find the
I then ran into

about,
string into your pocket ! ”
speaker, but there was no one to be found.
the street to see if some passer-hy had uttered the words, but
there was no one within 150 yards of whero I stood. T went
into the house and told my wife what had occurred, when
she said, “ Welly a piece of string is no great weight, 1 would
take some if I were in your place.” T accordingly put a few
yards of stout cord in my pocket and commenced the
journey. I arrived in Preston, and put up at the Dog
Hotel, and after giving the ostler instructions about feeding
the horse, T made my way to the Court-house.  The trial
Iasted all day, and was not concluded until after evening,
The gentleman on whose behalf T had gone as a witness bad
ordered tea for us at the “ Dog,” and we, therefore, were
engaged until almost nine o’clock, when I prepared for home.
Fanny was yoked to the trap, and after a cheery good night
to my friends away we went,

“anny suddenly

I had driven about four miles, when

stopped, and neither for coaxing nor flogging would she
move another inch ; the more [ tried to drive her the more
stupid she seemed to become, and at last, I suppose out of
perverseness, she backed me and the trap into the hedge on the
road side. T now thought it was time to see what was the
so [ jumped out, went to the pony and tried to lead
uf which she was

noticed that when

matter,
her, thinkine she had scen something
afraid.  On takinge hold of the hridle |
she pulled, the collar went in a peculiar position, une side up
and the other down, 1 therefore took out one of the lamps
aned examined 1it. To my I found that one of the
traces by which she pulled the trap was broken off from the
metal ring that should secure it to the collar, consequently
the pony could not pull the trap at all. The nmperative
necessity for the string T had put in my pocket immediately

surprise,

Became apparent, and the strange command to put the string
inmy pocket scemed to have been given by some one who
I immediately set
trace with the cord T had with me,

knew the exact condition of the traces.
about making o new
and it was not many minutes before Fanny was off at a good
simart trot and soon landed me home.  As a spiritualist, 1
can give my iden ug to how the-information to take the string
came, and inrelating the circumstance to my doubting friends
[ often put the question 1 now put to your readers—Wuo

sPOKE? R. WoLsTENXHOLME,
Black bm n.
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The true luwgiver always takes conusol of' hls heart us
well as of his head,

just one blow only.

THE BRAMFORD GHOST.

WitHIN the last few weeks the utmost excitement has pre-
vailed throughout Suttolk, in consequence of a rumour that
there was a haunted house at Bramford, in which disturbances
of the most harassing and unaccountable kind were pre-
cceding. The house, which is inhabited by a Mrs. Parker
and her two children, both under twelve yoars of age, has
been visited of late by doctors, lawyers, and hosts of wonder-
scckers,

About a fortnight ago one of the members of the local
police having visited the place, and threatened the two little
children with condign punishment unless they confessed to
being the authors of the disturbances;—this official pro-
ceciled forthwith to announce that the whole thing was a
hoax, and attributable to the two children.

This tale, however, has not only been denied twice by
the children, but proved beyond a shadow of a doubt to
have been only a “confession” forced from them through
fear of punishment,

Quite recently, vigorous and systematic methods of
investigating the real truth of the reports have been
pursued, and some of the results have been published in the
East Anglinn Daily Tvmes of December 8th, from which wo
make the following extracts :—

““From the comparatively harmless ¢ knocking’ stage, tho
spirit, or the psychic force, or whatever it is, has gone on to
what is technically called levitation—that is to say, chairs
and other solid bodies move about the house of their own
accord, and on one memorable washing day the house was
turned inside out by some invisible agency. These extra-
ordinary phenomena have been witnessed by scores of
residents in Bramford and the neighbourhood.

““Then came the rumonr that the ghost had manifested
itsclf at Stowmarket, and whatever may be the outcome of
this singular business; the story of what took place there is
most remarkable.  Let it be understood that Mrs, Parker
has a sister at Stowmarket who is married to a respectablo
working man named Jeffrey.  He is in the cmploy of
Mossrs. Hewitt & ( 0., who give him the very highest character
for sobriety and truthfulness.  Hes aring of his sister-in-law's
troubles, he invited the little girl Ellen to stay at his house,
thinking that a chango would do the child good. She came
on Monday week, and what happened during her visit is best
told in the words of Mr. Jeffrey himself.

“tThe girl came to my house (he said) on the Monday.
My wife aml two boys, and my wife's mother live with me,
and the little Parker slept. with the last-named; who 18 of
coursc her grandmother. During Monday and Tuesday
nothing unusual happencd.  On Wedunesday evening, how-
ever, my wife went to chapel, and when I was at the back of
the house, the girl came to me and said that some boys were
knocking at the door. T had left her seated at a table in the
inner room writing a letter. [ went back with her, feeling
certain that nobody had been to the door, and then I heard
a peculiar knocking---on the table, in the walls, and all
around. The inner door, which nobody could have reached
from the outside, was apparently struck with great violence—
At that moment the girl was seated at
some distance from the door, with her back toit.  When my
wife came home that night, she heard the knocks—in fact,
we all heard them, the sounds going on around the girl as
she went upstairs to bed. On that day, however, the knocking
wus all we heard. But when Thursday night came, things
began to look serious.  The girl went to bed in good time
with her grandmother, and ducct]) she got upstairs, different
articles in the room began to move about. I heard the
noise, and went upstairs.  As I entered the room the wash-
stand, which stood near the door, fell over against me, and
would have pitehed on to the floor had 1 not ];ubhed it back.
A chest containing linen—the whole being 8o heavy that the
eirl could not have moved it—had been shifted about the
floor, tho hot water bottle was taken out of the bed and
thrown against the wall, and the brush and comb had also
been shifted from one place to another. I told the girl to
get into bed.  When she bad done so, I went into the room
again, and then 1 saw the things moving myself. By the side

of the wall there was un iron bedstead which T had not put.
. up.  That was dunving yp and dewn on the flooxr; then tha.
waghstind was thrown over, and the heavy chest again moved.
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All this time the girl was in bed. There was more or less
disturbance during the night; it was more than we could
stand, and next morning my wife took the girl home.’

“This was, in brief, the account heard from the lips of
Mr. Jeffrey himself. The narrative is not, as in most cases
of a similar character, removed in the third or fourth degrce
from the actual observer. ¢People may kelieve me or not,’
Mr. Jeffrey said in conclusion, ‘I can only bear witness to
what I actually saw.” Under the circumstances, therefore,
the sceptical enquirer must either disbelieve Mr. Jeffrey or
admit that there may be something in the phenomena called
spiritualism.  Upon the first point, it can only be said that
Mr. Jeffrey’s absolute veracity is avouched by his frank
manner no less than by his high character. Tt has been said
that the ghosts have fallen off a good deal now that people
are becoming more sober ; but no suspicion attaches to Mr.
Jeffrey in this respect, for he is a teetotaller.

‘“ People who are inclined to believe in the psychical
clement, to use that phrase for want of a better, are much
impressed with the extraordinary resemblance which the
Bramford story bears to other well-authenticated phenomena
roughly classified under the head of spiritualism. . . .

“ Having secen Mr. Jefirey, it was thought that any inquiry
would Dbe incomplete without an interview with the
“medinm” herself. In the cvening, therefore, on the way
back from Stowmarket, @ visit was paid to Mrs. Parker’s
housc—a small tenement situate nearly opposite the Aungel
Inn, and not by any mecans casy to discover on a dark
winter's night, for Bramford Street must be the worst-lighted
thoroughfare in all Suaffolk.  The door was opened by
Thomas Farrington-—Mrs. Parker’s grown-up son by =«
former husband—and the cood lady herselfl was engaged i
washing up the tea tlnngn. Ellen (the ‘medium’) sat h.\
the fireside with her brother, their ages being eleven and
nine years respectively.  The girl may be called rather gocod-
looking ; but she seemed nervous and frightened, and an
old-fashioned arrangement of the hair, combed low down on
the forehead, gave a somewhat sullen expression to a face
otherwise intelligent enough. She has, in fact, passed the
4th Standard at school.  Asked whether she had anything
to do with the knockings and so forth, she burst into tears,
and was rather severely reprimanded by her mother. To all
the questions put, she would only reply ¢ Yes, sir,” and ¢ No,
sir,”as the case might be. Mrs. Parker, however, and the
crown-up son were very communicative.  They told a most
astounding story, of having had all the furniture in the
house nupset until they were afraid to stop indoors, of extra.
ordinary noises outside the windows and doors, of loose
bricks actually following the girl about the honse. * As God
is my witness,” said the woman, ‘I have seen things rise
from the earth of their own accord, and follow my little girl
to the door.  That kettle hag often heen shifted from
one heb to the other, and the other evening this ba-in,’
pointing to the big bowl on the table, ¢ was hfted off here
and - placed on the ground.  We have seen sichts in this
house which we would give anything to have found out.” On
the washing-day before referred to, the furniture would not
stand upright ; a table in one of the hedrooms was thrown
down #o many times that it was broken ; and on several
occasions the knives and forks flew out of the cupboard and
fell on the floor,

“These arc only a few among the many instances alleged
of the work of some malevolent influcnce.  Mrs. Parker
and the little girl were both asked whether anything could
be done to set the spirit moving there and then ; would the
table turn if the touched it, fm example?

The woman shook
her head, and said that these things mizht happen ot any
moment, but that they could not control them in any way,
Pressed as to what their explanation was; hoth the son and
Mrs Parker expressed a profound conviction that the child
and their furniture were bewitched by somebody who had o
spite agninsgt them.  They had tried burning the furniture,
a table, chair, and even a kettle having been committed to
the flames, ¢ but it's of no use,” the woman added, * for that,
new kettle goes nhout just the same,””

Much more of the same effeet was described, but without.
affording any further clue to the mystery, than the proba-
bility that these manifestations, like many others, of which
we are now constantly receiving tidings, are fresh cflorts on
the part.of spirits to re-awaken the world's attention to
such facts s formerly heralded in the modern spiritial
1novement,

AN OVERLAND SKETCH.

I rRAN across a little fellow cleven or twelve years old, pale
and light-haired, in Northern (lolorado, who was herding

sheep. He was lym(r by a large rock readmg a badly-worn
quer covered book while the sheep grazed in the valley
elow,

“Don’t you get lonesome out here?” T asked.

“Yes, I get pretty lonesome sometimes. 1 read a good
deal when the sheep don’t need any ‘tending’ to, but that
makes me all the lonesomer sometimes.”

“What are you reading now 1”

“¢Great lixpectations.”  Ever read it?”

“Yes.”

““ Charles Dickens wrote it, you know. I don't Wlicve
there are many folks 'round here that ever read Dickens
much, or any other books, cither., They mostly scom to like
the lolice Gazette. 1 s’pose the pictures are all right in that,
but I don’t think much o’ the readin’. T found this upstairs
in an old trunk. [ only begun it yesterday, an’ I got it
more'n half done.  T'll finish it to-morrow.  Some days |
don’t have anything to read, an’ then I lay and look up at
the sky an’ think. A’ lots o times when Im way oft by
mysclf an’ the sheep are off a little ways an’ there am’t no
noise but just a little wind blowin’ throngh the tall grass |
can hear music which sounds as if it was playin’ ’way oft
somewhere solemn and sweet-like. I heard it onee when [
went past a church on Sunday when pa took me to Denver
with him. T hear it oftener since my Iittle brother died—I
guess it's ‘cos I'm alone so much more since he went away,
i used to think it was the wind blowin’ throngh the grass
that [ heard, but it ain’t, ’cos sometimes [ hear it when the
wind ain’t blowin’, an’ Tots o times I can’t hear it when it
is—I like to listen to it if it does make me feel sort o’ sorry
an’ sad like.  It's "way oftf somewhere ever so far, an’ kunder
rises an’ falls, an’ rings; an’ trembles, an it most always
makes me ery to listen to at; but I like it if it does, a’
there ain’t anybody to see me ’eept the sheep; an’ when |
have to get up an’ go an’ tend to them T feel better after

all.” — Dakota el Man, in Checigo Trifine.
e ———— e e
WHEN WILL THE WONDERS CEAS]E?

New manifestations of spivit. power, presence, and anterest
are constantly heing bronght to licht, often unconscionsly hy
those who record them, as in the followine from a Virginia
paper, which astonishes the editor, but to us s only one of
many such blessed signs of the dawning of @ new era for
mortals -

“Winnie Corryax.”—This mterestine and remarkable
little blind hoy~-“the child pianist™ only two vears and
nine months old, has been on exhibition in this pliee for
several davs, This ehild s not exotie; but is a race flowes
which sprung indigenously from the soil o Virginie Botly
parents being Virginians, and the ehild heing born also in
Virginia, he is o Virginian imfus of i cute,

The remarkable performanees of this hittle Blindd ehili,
vet on the confines of babyhood, have excited the wonder,
admiration, and astonishment of all who have witnessed
them, particulavly of professors annd  teachers of music, who
are better qualified to appreciate them.  He plays accom-
paniments to tunes which he never heard before,  As soon
as a tune is plaved orsung to him he plays the aceompaniment
as if by intuition. e is not taught, of course, for a child
of his age, and blind, too, conld not be taugeht.

He is the most remarkable psychieal prodigy in the world,
We suppose that there has not been an instance before in all
tho tide of time in which a child of his age was able to per-
form as ho does.  Heo plays with fingers, wrists, and clbows,
holding his arms transversely across the keys.  IHis manner
of exccution i3 as unique as it is remarkable and wonderful,
—-Sterunton Spectitor,

- .. PP

The Wintun Tndians of the Sacramento Valley believe
in three worlds, and that cach has its peculine class of
inhabitants. I’ h(, sky is smoke, while to the majority of
[ndians it is ice, and o few think it quartz crystal.  Moun-
taing were m'u]c by the burrowing of the mole god.  Light
and durkness are maiden goddesses.  Rocks and other inani-
mate things were once living, and some rocks now live and
speink, this being the Wintun explanation of echioes. Whirl.
winds are little spirits seeking water to drink.  Disouses are

citised by mvthieal anials,
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A BRAVE AND TRUE MINISTER OI' CHRIST.

“Let justice be done, though the heavens fall,” is a senti-
ment, which the Kditor of this paper will ever uphold, and in
proof thereof, whilst justice compels us, on many occasions,
to protest against the errors and fallacies of Church systems,
that same spirit of justice requires that at this period, in
expecial, the following noble sentences from a Christian
minister's sermon, which we only regret we cannot report in
full, should be printed in letters of gold and distributed
hroadeast through the land.—Ed. 7 W,

THE REV. ¥, W, PAUL ON THE PRIZE RING.

The Rev. I'. W. Paul; viear of Emmanuel Church, Not.
tingham, yesterday morning announced that he had no text
to take because he was about to preach upon a subject on
which it would be merely a matter of form to sclect a text.
He proceeded at once to refer to the revival of prize fighting
in this country, as shown by the numerous chatlenges pub-
lished in all the so-called respectable newspapers, daily and
weckly, except those specially religions.  We had also the
spectacle of a Prince of the blood royal one day laying the
foundation stone of & house of God, and another day shaking
hands with a professional prize fizhter, who had avowedly
come over to this country to brealk the law., The Reteree
had positively anmounced that the Prince of Wales was the
author of the revival of prize fighting, but if it were so he
thonght the Prince might well say *“Save me from my
friends.” . Varions reasons had heen assigmed for the canse
of this revivaly bat he attributed it mainly to the press and
to the publicans who made profit from the enconragement
of brutal pastimes.  He had read the account in the leading
Nottingham newspaper of a ficht which had recently taken
place in Anerien, and 2 more diseraceful thing he had never

heard of. Tt was said that prize fights were intended to
restore  the waning bulldog pluck  of  Englishmen, but

the history of most prize-fights were really displays  of
cowardice.  Yet the leading Nottingham newspaper® pub-
lished side by side with the reports of innocent sports, such as
foot hall and footaracine, and the contests of Charel institntes,
cowhist, the Jess of that the better, bagatelle, billids,
dotinoes,  and sports—the  revolting
encommters hetween these bruaisers. Tt was put under the
heading of @ Sporting News,)” and not one word of comment,
was made to show any disapproval of it. Such papers
silently approved of those practices. What humbuge it was
tor them to hold up their hands with horror when Mr.
Glidstone said ¢ Remember Mitehellstown, and for themselves
to enconrace the breaking of the law in this way.  He was
deterimined to protest against such practices, as he consudered
it the duty of the Chureh to do so, and he would not he fit
for his p-».;itinn if he did not. He for himself would have no
report of any harvest festival, lecture, or entertainment, or
any leadmge article supporting his church published by a
newspaper which displaved so much cowardice. He said to
them, * You have no part or lot in this matter. Youare on
the devil's silde, and [ will have nothme to do with you.”
Rather than the Chareh should recewve the support of such
oreans, he said et it be disestablished, et the Chuareh oo,
aml he would wo with it, and take lodgings in Narrow-
marsh before he would be bolstered up by such wretchedly
cownrdly newspapers as these, - Nottingham  Eveniny Post,
December 19th, I887.

All honour to the Rev. . W, Paul, and the paper which
dares to publish his noble utterances. ]

s1¢h

The knowledee of truth, which is the presence of it, and
the helief of trath, which is the enjoyment of it— this is the
sovercign good of human naturve.- -Slacon,

Tne Goon Tivg, Now I—The editor of the (Newbury-
port) Palley Visitor exclums from out the depths of an
illuminat: 4 vision : “There never before was so much of
heauty and use and good in the world as to-day, and to-
morrow  will he much more abundant,  Men's power and
means of investigation were never bhefore so great, and carth
or Leaven never so open to study, Lament 4 Rather vejoice
that we were born so late 1 the new revoiutions of matter
and mind 3 in the new earth which iy fresh cvery day ; in
the new birth of the cood and true; in the new heavens
opened 5 and in God himself apparently nearer to us-—more
wise, more merciful, more loving than he cver before
revenled himself to any age, race, or generation of men,”

acconnts ot
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THE CRANKS.

WHAT would we do were it not for the cranks? How slowly
the tired old world would move, did not the cranks keep it
rushing along!  Columbus was a crank on the subject of
American discovery and circumnavigation, and at last he
met the fat: of most cranks, was thrown into prison, and
died in poverty and disgrace. Greatly venerated now! Obh,
ves.  Harvey was o crank on the circulation of the blood ;
Galileo was an astronomical erank ; Fulton was a crank on
the subject of stcam navigation ; Morse was a telegraph
cravk. All the old abolitionists were cranks. The Pilgrim
Fathers were cranks ; John Bunyan was a crank ; and any
man who doesn’t think as you do is a crank. And by the
by, the erank you despise will have his name in every man'’s
mouth, and a half-completed monument to his memory
crumbling down in o dozen cities, while nobody outside of
vour native village wi'l know that you ever lived. Deal
gently with the crank.  Of course some ceranks are crankier
than others, but do you be very slow to sncer at & man
beecause he only knows one thing and vou can’'t understand
him. A erank i1s a thing that turns something, it makes the
wheels go around, it insures progress.  True, it turns the
same wheel all the time, and it can’t do anything else, but
that’s what keeps the ship going ahead. The thing that
voes in for variety, or versatility, that changes its position a
hnndred times a day, that i1s no crank ; that is the weather-
What?  You nevertheless thank heaven you are not
aerank ! Don’t do that.  Maybe -you couldn’t be a crank
if vou would.  Heayen is not very particular when it wants
a weather-vane ; alinost any man will o for that. But when
it wants a crank it looks very carefully for the best man in
the community. Before you thank heaven that you are not
a crank, examine vourself carefully, and see what is the great
deficiency that debars you from such an clection,

vane,
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REVIEWS.
“FroM Ovenr tHE Tomn"”
Printed by Jas. Burng, 15, Southampton

Holborn, London.

Tors beautiful and unigque  little volume purports to he a series
of communications from a husband in the spheres to his wife on
carth, the recipient. being herself the medium, and the pnblisher
of the work. In the vast range of our spiritual literature it
would be dificult to find a more tender, instructive, and truly
practieal formula of a rehigivus life, and a living religion, than
ia contained in the hundred pages included in thiz valuable little
Lroclowre.  In simple and natural language the whole duty of life is set
forth, the relations of the creature to the Creator clearly depicted, and
all the vagaries and mysticisms of creedal faiths swept away, and a pure,
Christ-like, and thoroughly human life worship substituted in their
place. Tt would he unwise to point to any wpecial representative
paksages, every line being replete with beauty and wupgestion. The
(rue nethods of salvation ;) the relations of God and man; the real
mis=ion and influence of Christ ; practical life on earth, and a singularly
rational desceription of “spiritual extstenee and the state atter death ;"
these furm the basis of the themes treated on, and few, if any, readers
could rize from the pernsal of this work without their faith in God and
immortality being deepened, and their purposes for a life of ever-
increasing good and use ~trengthened. We heartily commend this work
Lo the attention of all thinkers and grades of society. (See advortisenient
tn this payer,)

tow, High

(By a Lady.)

Price 1a, cloth 2« To bz had of Mr. F. W, Walliz, Sub- Eiditor
of The Two Worlds, Pulli:her of Spiritual and Progressive Literature,
61, George Street, Cheetham Hill, Manchester.

CHoter AMERICAN Soxas AND Soros: Compiled by K. W, Wallis,
TH1s excellent colleetion of spiritnal congs and roles offera to our Inglish
spivitualista, whether in society organizations or sociad gatherings, pre-
cisely that element of delightful harmony and musical inspirat on for
which the American spiritualistic gatherings have been so deservedly
distinguished, It ha< long been a subject of regret—we might almost
say of reproach—to our spiritual gatherings on this side of the
Atlantic, that we could offer onr beloved visitors frome the spheres no
other form of musical invocation than the “ too too 7 familiar rerort to
old-fashioned Psalmody ; all very well in itz way, but drearily mono-
tonous when it becomes the only way in which we can invoke the
presence of blessed spirits, cspecially when we have good reason tu
believe that music in the higher life ¢ is the speech of nngel<.”  Mr. E,
W, Wallis—himself an accomplished and bighly-sympathetic vocalist—
has begnn the work of supplying the “long-felt want' of sweet and
interesting ' spiritual music by issuing what we may hope will prove
only the initial number of a =ct of the most popular und pleasing
of those Amcerican tunes, allied to noble and exalting pocms, which
must greatly enhance the attractiveness of spiritual mectings,  The
present collection eonsists of twenty-four charming part-songs an-
solos, and eighteen of the most popular and available hymn tunes, to
which words from the collections in ordinary use can be rendily adapted.
When the number and heauty of this fine rade mecum of. gpiritual poetry
and music ix compared with the trilling price of the work, it must be
acknowledged that Mr. Wallis has conferred a boon on the spiritual
community which societies and individuals alike should be prompt to
avail themselves of. We Lave ounly to add that both words and music
are finely engraved, and printed on exeellent paper,
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CHRISTMAS DAY,

Ir we were about to analyse the use of anniversary celehra-
tions, we should define it as an impulse to set the mind
thinking, and stimulate enquiry concerning the meaning
and origin of the event we celebrate,

As there are probably about the proportion of one
hundred persons who celebrate Christmas Day without
much interest in, and less knowledge of| its real significance,
to onec thinker who has full understanding of what Christ-
mas means, we may ‘“improve the oceasion” by offering a
few suggestions to our readers concerning the Christ-mass
The 25th

day of December is memorable hoth in a religious and social

so universally observed at this particular season,

point of view.  Although ten thousand or more sermons will

be preached on that day throughout Christendom to faith-
fully-believing listeners, assuring them that the 25th day of
December is the one day of all days sacred and precious
because it was the birthday of their “Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ,” cvery one of the ten thousand d more
preachers will be guilty of telling a fulschood, which, in this
age of enlightenment, is known to be such, and therefore it
is that we deem it right to remind the people who may not

kuow what their teachers will not tell them, and to say to
those who dare to think and reason that, from time imme-
nmorinl, even so far back as the days which antedate all
nationalities, namely the primeval ages, when the only well-
known nations were the wandering Aryans, the 25th of
December, or midwinter-day, was held sacred as the period
when the sun, obscured by the storms of winter, rose again,
or was annually born, through the constellition of Virgo
(the Virgin), into new life and ascending power for the
ensuing year.

On the actual historical significance of Christmas, Child'’s
nnanswerable work, “The Progress of Religious Idecas”
gays : ‘“All the ancients observed scasons of rgjoicing when
the sun began to return from the winter solstice. Egyptians
had two festivals of this kind—one on the 25th day of
December to commemorate the Dbirthday of the imfant
“ Horus ™ (the now-hory sy of the yeqr), the othor the 674
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of January (old Christmas Day), to rejoice over the lost
Osiris found. Persians kept a festival on the 25th of Decem-
ber in honour of Mithra (the attendant spirit of the sun). The
same day was kept in Rome as the commencement of the
famous Saturnalin, when all distinctions of rank were
abolished, and the earth was typically filled with abundance.

“On this day (centuries before the Christian era), rela-
tives and friends feasted each other, and interchanged pre-
sents, In the ¢Saturnalia’ of ancient Rome, the 25th of
December, or first day of the festival, was celecbrated under
the name of Dies Natalvs Invicti Solis, ¢ the birthday of the
invincible sun.’

“It is not definitely known at what season of the year
the Christ whom Christians worship was born” (a remark-
able proof that Christians have no direct intercourse with
““their Saviour,” seeing what eternal consequences they
attribute to the day); “certain it is, that the 25th day of
December was not held sacred by Christians, nor observed as
the birthday of Christ, until after the fourth century. . . .
“Manicheans and other heretical sects reproached the Catholica
for observing the birthday of the heathen’s sun god, as that of
their Lord and Saviour!” Leo, the Roman Patriarch in the
fifth century, complains of this custom, and says, with
remarkable prophetic insight, that “the day may come when
the world mav begin to deny that there ever was any other
Saviour of the world than the idol of the heathen’s worship,
the sun god.” . . . Prophetic words; now more than
half realized. Devout, bigoted, and interested upholders of
the modern (‘hristian scheme of salvation will contend with
all the virulence of sarcasm, violent atlirmation, and even
rude abuse and sensational fire and hrimstone threats, that
the 25th day of December celebrates the birthday of *t our
Lord and Saviour,” &e., &e.  (For an explanation of salvation
sce Athanasian Creed and 39 Articles.) And yet the stony
voices of the now resurrected EKast, the unveiled mystery of
Euyptian hicroglyphics, and Ninevite slabs; the dumb, yet
cloquent sculptures of Indin’s cave temples, and the choral
anthems of every Oriental tradition, proclaim, beyond all the
logicof desperate partizanshipor bigoted fury, that theorigin of
Christmas is the origin of all salvatory doctrines and Messianic
faiths—namely, the eternal triumph of good over evil ; lLight
over darkness; warmth, productive life, and growth over
cold, famine, and winter, 1 the re-ascension of the mid-winter
Sun from his erucificion in the autumnal cquinox, and his
re-birth each  year, into the triumph and manhood of
“Passover” at the vernal equinox, when he redecins the
world from the power of physical evil, and begins to work
miracles of healing, feeding the multitudes, converting the
water of winter into the wine of the grape harvest, and
prophesying a coming spiritual kingdom of heaven by the
signs and symbols of a physical one.  For further proof of
the origin, meaning, and significance of Christmas, consult
the writings of Volney, Dupuis,” Tayvlor; Kuoecland, Gerald
Massev and his irrefutable works i especial, Higgins, Sir
W Jones, Maurice, Oxley, and every well-informed Eastern
traveller, De prepared to by eadled fool) blunderer, dunce,
heretie, wnd dgnoramus, and to have names, words, dates,
and allegations of “authoritative ” self assertive scholarship
launched at your head.

Pear it all patiently,  Remember the history of the
Ephesian worshippers of “the great Diana.”  Be sure now,
as then, your truths are spoiling the trade in image making.
Let the idolators  shout, *“Great is Diana of the
Ephesians!”  But to those who are now thinking people, not
ignorant sheep, we confidently say, search, and you shall
find that Christmas Day is the reflex of an old heathen
festival which  from  the remotest periods  of  antiquity
celebrated the annual reappearance of the sun of the physical
heavens, at midwinter—* Only this—and nothing more !

But Christmas Day bas a social meaning and aspect
which presents something more than o subject for ccclesias-
tical controversy or pedantic dispute.  For at least the last
cight hundred years, it has been, like the Aryan’s ¢“ bon-fires,”
‘““lighted upon every high hill to celebrate the re-birth of
the gracious sun”—a fire of kinduness and goodwill lighted
up in the hearts of humanity which expresses itself in the
interchange of presents, festive entertainments, and oftices of
mutual goodwill.

Jt does not matter one jot whercin such customs origi-
nated. They are good and kindly, and that is enough, In
seasons whon the chilling blasts and biting frosts must
pierco the ragged forms and half sheltered heads of the poor
and miserable, for Heaven’s sake! let us light up the
(“hristmas fires of kindness in the human hegrt,
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In the day when the hungry, cold, desperate, and unem-
ployed crowd our city streets, any motor power that will
supply soup kitchens, light Yule logs, give little silver boxes
to faithful toilers ; spread huge tables with mcat and Lread
for half-starved children and aged incapables; give comfor-
table teas to the old folks, and a temporary gleam of joy and
festivity to the comfortless, anywhere or anyhow, is a divine
motor ; comes straight from the I'ather of all, who delegates
the care of his helpless ones to the fathers of carth, and
realizes the true meaning of Christmas Day—namely, ¢ Peace
on earth and goodwill to men”—in so full and gracious a
measure, that cvery creature on earth can afford to say: All
hail, season of love, hope, kiudness, and goodwill ! All hail
to the day and hour which unlocks the springs of human
brotherhood in the hearts sealed up by the locks and keys
of care and selfishness all the rest of the year! All hail to
the scason when cvery man, woman, and child suddenly
feels the impulse to become a ministering angel to some
other man, woman, or child!  Don’t stop, kind messengers
of the generous “Santa Claus,” to philosophize vn whence
your irresistible tendencies to good and charitable acts come
from! You know they must spring from the source of all
good, and is not that enough?  All that makes for love and
richteousness makes for Heaven and God.  You are in the
right path, though the fire worshippers of ten thousand years
ago may have been the first to beat it down for you.  And
50, “ Onward and Upward” is the motto of the time, whilst
the combined echoes of the T'wo Worlds—Dhoth here and here-
after—unite in the cry,

A HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO YOU ALL!

— e e——p— s - -

SPIRITUALISM, TRUTH, AND DEMONOLOGY.

I the following paper had not appeared in that most
veracious of all journals, 7he Christtan Herald, of November
the 30th of this present vear, we should have hesitated to
reprint it, fecling confident that the sceptical reader would
inevitably deem such an article 2 mere ruse to advertise the
truth of spirituadism by the shianm of pretended antagonism.

Appearing as above stated in oo paper, every line of which
must partake of that flavour of divine authority, which the
word Clhiristian carries with it) all we can say 18 that it st
be true-—for has not a Christinn writer said 187 The only
question to those who may not be on quite such familiar
terms with “Satan’” and his peenliar tacties as the writer, s,
Where does the demonology come ! The article is as
follows :

SPIRITUALISM PROPIIECY TO HE
( By o Round-the-World Troveller.

There is nothing which secures the sympathy and support
of the superstitious to such an extent as supernatural phe-
nomeni.  There 18 nothing which fosters fanaticism so com-
pletely as the opportunity for exciting the imagination :und
wonder like spiritualism, which is elearly foretold in Timothy
and Revelations to be the work of demons (Rev. xvi. 13).

Whilst we deplore the existence of demonology, 1t is im-
possible to deny the existence of the real phenomena; and
independent of the unquestionable testimony given to its
existence by the greatest of men, we may base the strongest
proofs on Scripture, for we know it would not expressty
forbid what ix not possible.  Upon this prohibitory law we
may build every objection, and denounce this diabolical
gystem of communion with demons, who doubtless personate
departed spirits, The testimony of Mr, Theobald is a dan-
gerous one, espectilly as he isa gentleman who stands high
in society. This is what makes the system more dangerous,
because the demons succeed in deceiving the best men of
our day, and if it should be openly practised by the millions
who have intercourse in secret, the admission of the spirits
would revolutionise society—tho world. If, as Mr, Theobald
shows conclusively is possible, the spirits are allowed to step
in and operate against natural and known laws, they will
convert the world into a veritable Balel.

The writer heard somowhat of the phenomona beluvie
leaving England five years ago, lut laughed then at what he
deemed absurdities. In Australia I first saw the workings of
the phenomena, and knew that there was

SHOWN 1IN DEMONOLOGY,

™

COMMUNION WITH THE SPIRIT WORLD.

I was staying at an up-country town in New South
Wales, where the majority of the population were spiritua-
lists, thic town being of fair size, A circle was held in the
hotel where I was staying, and being invited to test the
truth of the phenomena, I acceded to the request. No one
knew me, yet at the circle a spirit message was received with
the name, address, and designation of the person with whom
I should lodge on my return to Sydney. I proved the truth
of it, for the first house I went to (not even knowing the
name of the street) proved to be the onc predicted.  After that
I saw no more of spiritualism for fifteen months, but crossed
to San Francisco, where I had one of the most remarkable
experiences of my whole life. T went to a private seance-
sitting, with a very near relative. The medium with whom
we were to consult was o lady, and of course we had arranged
some of the most severe tests we could think of. A pilano was
played softly in the adjoining room, and as we sat at a little
table without cover to it, the medium suddenly became very
racliant, I may state that we were in o strange city, where
it was quite itmpossible for any one to know us.  Seven
thousand miles from Adwstralic, and nearly 7,000 from
England—14,000 from our friends.  Quite suddeuly, the
medinm raised her bands, and said,

“OH! HERE COMES A BEAUTIFUL SPIRIT,

aned his name s Charlie.” T did not speak for the moment,
but knew who it was. I had sat ap with a young man who
wits dying, on the voyage from England to Australia.  He
was - spiritualist, and he died with the belief that he would
he able to keep near me, and guard me. *“He plays upon
the violin so sweetly,” said the medium.  He had been very
fond of that instrument. ¢ He says he will always be near
you.”  He haul told me this before he died.

The medium then announced departed friends, of whom
we had not thought for vears.  The spirits described,
through the medium, what our friends were doing in
England.  She also showed what were the ailments of some,
and the spirits showed sectional views of their bodies in
order to do this, as well as vnpressing the medvum by makiny
her supler their pains.  The many tests were wonderfully
proved, and it is unneeessary to ennmerate them. Another
medinm whom | visited proved all by ecorroboration,  The
most remarkable test came.  The mediom desceribed accu-
rately what my fricnd was doing at the hotel whilst we
were sitting together.  On returning (o the room [ astonished
Iim by telling lim what e had leen doing. He siad 1t was
described correetly in every detail. I may say that during
the tests T tried in every way to upset them. I pretended
not to hear answers to written or meatal questions, and the
spivits wave great manifestations of anger on the plain, un-
covered table.  Since then the writer bas seen

THE S$PIRIT FORMS OF DEPARTED FRIENDS,

the truth beinge established by others attesting their presence
by sceing them simultancously.  Fortunately, the writer
has been permitted to test only, and then escape any further
conncction.  That the phenomen:n is undesirable, that it is
spreading in the Church and the world T can attest, and
fully corroborate all that Mr. Chrismas stated in this journal
some weeks since. The great danger now is for us to deny
the phenomena. We must not do this, but warn the unwary
and show them that the development is one of the signs of
the Tast. days, when many shall “wax cold,” and will be
“giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils.”

God, in His written Word, forbids intercourse with the
spirits-——that is the line that is drawn. It is fortunate for
the Church of Christ that it is ordered so by an All-wise
Father, for there is an element in spiritualistic phenomena
which perverts truth, as all truthful investigators must
testify. In this case our religion forbids us to tamper with
that which has such an awful element of lying and deceit in
it, and which is only traceable to Satanic influence.  Our
homes must not be invaded, our affections must remain
unsullied. We must not dive into the supernatural, or delve
into & mine which will breed foul intellectual gases. Our
religious and intellectual life will be crushed, and the nation
crippled, if we do not warn those around of Satan’s stealthy
approaches. No safeguard Davy lamp cxists to guide us
amid the sulphurcous choke-damp caverns of the dark mine
of spiritualism. Till the Divine injunction is received,
¢ Come up higher,” let us rest in peace and content to know
that God is, Christ died, and that He hath promised us a
rich hereafter, whither our loved oues are gane, and not seek
prosumptuously to hold intercourse with spirits of the dead,

[Aguin —~GREAT Y& DiaNy OF THE EPAESIANS!!]
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PASSING EVENTS.

NEw YEAR NUMBER.—We intend making our first issue (Dec. 30)
at the reduced price of one penny per copy specially interesting.
Amongst other features of value there will be ‘“The Story of
Hinzelmann,” the wonderful house gpirit of Hudemithlen ; an account
of marvellous Materializations in Manchester, and Poctry for recitation,
by Lyceum children ; *“ Jim Lune’s Last Message.” It will be specially
suitable for distribution, Just such a copy as can be freely sent to your

friends and distributed broadcast. One hundred copies for 6s. ; fifty
for 3s. Order early. .

Early in the New, Year we shall give reports of the lectures of as
many English mediums as possible, besides introducing new features of
general interest, including a complete reply, by Mrs. Britten, to a
lecture by the Rev. A. Parker, delivered in Colne, December 11th,

There is quite a stir at Wisbech about spiritualism. A few months
since a lecture was delivered against the subject, and a correspondence
commenced in the local paper. Mr. 1%. Wallis challenged the lecturer
to debate. He, however, declined. Since then, Mr. Wallis visited us
and gave two lectures, and a society was formed to continue the wrk.
The meetings have been conducted successfully by the local mediums
and workers. A Baptist minister has told his members that he has had
gome remarkable manifestations. Tlie Wesleyans are lecturing on the
subject, and apeaking in its favour. These ministerial brethren must
be on Spurgeon’s “down grade ”—in reality, the “up grade,”’ for they
are keeping abreast with the times.

ONe Way 10 HELP.—An active worker writes, “1 have made
arrangements with the bill posting company to post two of the contents
bills every week in the prominent places in the town,” and hopes The
Two Worlds will be a success. Our success woulll roon be put beyond
doubt if such energetic effurts as our friend displavs were adopted
elsewhere.

AGENTS WANTED EVERYWHERE.—Such is the keen interest
existing in =piritual and occult subject=, that there i< an eager demand
for literature dealing with these questions,  There ix nothing better
than The Thwo TWorlds, of which a spiritnalizt of more than 30 years
writes, ‘“ It is the best spiritual paper ever published in this country,”
an opinion which i3 being expressed on all sidex,  We aim to produce a
good, readable, and creditible paper, and are as=ured of snecesz. Will
our readers kindly co-operate with us to their utmost, to sceure for it
a circulation of 20,000 copies weekly? We mean to reach that number !
Many spiritnalists by selling The Two Worlds can carn a eomfortable
addition to their incomes (sec our terms to agents and societies), and hy
pushing the =ales, promote the spread of the cause they have at heart.
Everybody will buy a penny paver.  The erv hag heen “*We want a
penny paper in the movement.” Tet us see “Juan wnck 1t is wanted,”
friends.  Who will aid us to push it hefore the public ! Buv it for
vourself and an extri copy o give away, and get vour fricuds to do
likewise.

A Mopery Sciuoon oF Proruers.—The article in Noo 5 of this
journal, headed “ Clairvoynace on the Public Platform,” has called
forth a number of intelligent communications from various corre<pond-
ents, all of whom unite in the expression of their earnest wishi cither
to soe the partial tests now being given, confined to the séanee room,
or else enlarged into more definite and satisfuctory methods of deserip-
tion. In the meantime these writers have suggested the expedieney of
endeavouring to promote the better unfoldment of spiritual gifts in
partially-developed  mediums by wmeans of careful and appropriate
training.  One of our correspondents, in particular, sends an able and
practical synopsis of the order in which there might be orgamsed an
cfficient college ar sgchool for the culture of spiritual powers, and the
promotion of thore intellectual and moral tendencies so eszential to the
influence and character of the good medium.  Whilst we are not at
liberty to refer directly to the personality of our correspondent, we
deem lis plans of 8o thoroughly practical a nature, and their tendency
of such incalculable benefit to the advancement of true and genuine
mediumistic powers, that we should be disposed to publish them in
some future issue, provided this notice calls forth any evidence of
interest in the proposition in question,

1oy
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QUFSTIONS ANSWERED BY MR. SCHUTT, AT BeLIER, 0N Moxp v, DEc,
12TH.—* Is mind, matter, and thought motion in matter 7 or, is minl
separate and distinct from matter?”  The control took the latter view,
and assuming Newton’s law, that “ matter i3 incapable of altering its
own state of rest or motion,”” argued that what materiadists eall
‘““inertia " is nothing more than the absence of mind from matter ; what
they call ** energy *' being nothing more than what the spiritualist calls
“gpirit ;" and what they call “force " is merely spiritual manifestation.

“What influence have the plancts on the lives of men " Lvery man
is born under the influence of & certain planet, and upon the planct
predominating at his birth depends the character of every human being,.
Also at those periods when the guardian planetis acted upon favour-
ably or unfavourably by other plancts, the individual will meet with
toward or untoward circumstances in the struggle of life. Wise men,
however, study their planet and its configurations, and rule them
instead of being ruled.

“ Are oratorios compiled in spirit life and given through human
instrumentality 7’  Yea, decidedly. Mozart's Requietn, compecsed at,
the order of an unknown visitor only shortly before his death, was a
beautiful instance of inspiration from the spirit world. Rous=eau’s
Dream was given by a spirit, who, from a caprice of fun, appeared to
Roussenu in the form which popular superstition aseribes to his Satanic
majesty. Only those whose musical faculties are very highly developed
are capable of being made the mediums of sublime musical thoughts,
hence great composers are #o by virtue of their own superiority as well
a3 hy spirit aid.

“Can you describe the sphere in which you dwell, and the occupa-
tions which obtain, and how you communicate with each other?"” Ours
i8 the sphere of labour. Each spirit passes into the sphere most con-
genial to its tastes and employments upen earth. Those whe lov
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children pass into the sphere of love and sympathy ; those who love
krowledge into the sphere of wisdom ; those who are selfish and avaricious
into a dark, low sphere, almost destitute of spiritual life. Those who
would rise must do so by ministering to the good of others, who require
symbpathy and help.

“Are not shipwrecks, cyclones, and earthquakes positive evils?
If not, what are they ?’"  Cyclones are the consequence of those very
atmospheric motions, without which, life would become impossible.
sarthquakes are mere safety valves, without which, the internal heat
of the ecarth would burst its entire crust. How then could man live
if cyclones and earthquakes were absent ?

“Can you tell us the best way of investigating spiritualism 7"’ Yes.
Purify your own minds from unholy thoughts and wrong desires, then
perhaps unknown to yourselves the spirit world will fill your minds
with that which is lofty and pure; but do not come to the spirit-circle
with selfish hearts and prejudiced minds, expecting manifestations when
you yourselves are creating bad conditions.

“What is the difference between the sorcery and witcheraft condemned
in the Bible and the spirit communion which is allowed and commended 7"’
Precisely the same difference as at the present day, a matter of motive,
Information sought in order tu give its possessor an unfair chance in
the struggle of life is now, as then, “ Black Magic ;" but the seeking of
information and help from a pure motive, in order to make its possessor
liigher in spiritual life i= the spirit communion always to be commended —
it is real prayer.

“Please consider the chief ohjections which materialists raise on this
subject.!  The control argued very ably that in denying the proofs
which were given of spiritual existence the materialist made it impossible
to prove his own existence, as the existence of matter is only known to
us by our senses, and if they are =ubject to illnsions, all the indications
of the presence of the materialist himself may be illusions.—Cor,

HOLIDAY ANNOUNCEMENTS.

InLE. 2, Back Lane.—On Saturday, December 21th, there will be a
Public Tea und Entertainment, also a Christinas Tree and Sale of Work,
the object being to raise funds towards a larger bhuilding,  The com-
mittee make an earnest appeal to all friends to help them in this work.
All whe wish to azsist either in money or gifts will oblige by forwarding
the same to Charles Brook, corresponnling =ee., 11, Wood Street, Brad.
ford Arms, Shipley, which will be thankiully received.

NeweasTrE-oN-TyNE.  Tea and Concert.—The Executive of the
Neweastle Spiritual  Evidence  Society, respectfully intimate to all
sympathizers in the cause, that a grand tea and comeert will he held at
Cordwainers’ Hall, on Dee. 26th (day after Christmas Day). Tea on
tables at 4-30, concert at 7-30 ; tickets 1s, cach, can be had of any of
the Committee.  As this is intended to be a thoroush re-union of the
friends, an ecarly application for tickets will e desirable,  All friends
who feel moved Lo contribute either a table, half table, or to any extent,
will oblige Dy intimating the same to the Secrctary, Wo HL Robin:on,

FrrrLiNG-oN-TyYNE.—Saturday, December 2ith, tea and entertain-
ment, in our hall ; tea on the table at 5 pan. Afrer tea there will e a
programme of songs, recitations, &e. We give a cordiad invitation to
all lovers of truth who will come and help us, particularly our Gateshead,
Neweastle, and Shields friends. Tea and entertainment, ninepence.

Sovrn Snreens. 19, Cambridge Street. —0On Saturday, Dec. 21th,
we intend holding a Social Meeting and Stall of faney goods, Al friends
of the cause wishing to purchase tovs or Christimas presents ean be
supplied cheaply.,  Commence at 7-300 We datend holding our Annnal
Tea and Coucert. at which will appear the Mississippi Minstrels, on
Maonday, December 26th. Fea on the tablesat four o’clock, Admission :
Tea and Coneert, one shilling ;. Coneert, sixpence. To commence at
¢ p.n. —_—

Oprexsuaw,  Mechanies  Institute, Pottery Lane.~ - On Bank Holiday
December 26th, we purpose giving ouwr annual Christimas ted to the
aged people of this distrvict, when all who can nke it convenient are
specially invited to attend.  Friends" tickets, one shilling cach. A first,
clas entertainment will be provided for the old people.  On New Year's
Fve, our annual tea party and ball will take place, tickets one shilling
cach, and the number i3 <trictly limited.— . 7% Paye,

Derrer.—On Saturday, the 20th jnstant, the members of the
Lycenm will partake of tea at 4-30 pan. After tea, amusements.  On
Tuesday, the 27th instant, there will be a public t-a in the Jubilee
Hall, at five o'clock.  Tickets sixpence each. In the evening o mixed
entertainment will be given, consisting of music, songa, recitations, &e.
Iront seats, Gd, 3 back seats, S0 Proceeds for the choir fund. Friends
arcinvited to spend a pleasant evening.

OreNiya Services.— At Dewsbury, on Christimas Day, Mr. Holds-
worth, of Keighley, with Miss Caswell, of Dewsbury, will oceupy the
platform at 2-30 and 6-0 pan,, at our meeting roomas, Vulean Road.
We hope all friends will rally round us, aud give us their practical
sympathy.—F. Green, -

MinpLessrotvGi.—The Executive of the Middlesbrough Associa.
tion of Spiritualists intimate that a grand tea and concert will e held
in the Granville Rooms, Newport Road, on January 2, 1888 (day after
New Year's Day).  Tea on the tables from 5 to 6-30. Concert at 7-30.
Tickets 9d. each.

WEesTHOUGHTON,—We hold our annual tea party on Saturday, Dec.
Mxat. Tickets: Males &1, females 6d., children 4d.  After tea the
meeting will consist of =inging, reciting, &c. We give all friends a
hearty welcome,—J. Pilkington, See.

HTorinay  FNTERTAINMENTS, — Darwen, Dee. 26th. Manchester,
Jan. 2l Liverpool, Jan. 3rd, tea party. Liverpool, Jan. 4th, Old
Folks. West Vule, fruit banquet, Dec. 3lst. Cowms, tea party, Dec.
31st. Macclesficld, tea party, Jan. 4th. Bradford, Upper Addison
Street, Dee, 26th,  Miles Platting, tea party, Dec. 24th. (See reports.)
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Leeps. DPsychological Hall, Grove House Lane.—On Monday, Dec.
26th, we have arranged for a public tea and entertainment, the pro-
ceeds to go to the society’s debt fund—tea at 5 o’clock, entertaininent
at 8 p.m. Tickets, tea and entertainment, 1s. each; children under
twelve, half price; entertainment only, 3d. each. All friends of
spiritualism, whether members or not, will receive a cordial welcome;
a special effort will be made to inake this tea and entertainment
Lboth enjoyable and successful, and we hope our friends will rally
round us.—1f1. Midgley.

LANCASTER —Special services on Sunday next, December 25th.
Mr. Swindlehurst will deliver two inspirational addresses. Doors open
at two and six o'clock p.m. On Monday, December 26th, the annual
public tea party and entertainment will be held, tea on the tables at
tive o’clock. Tickets for tea and entertainment one shilling each,
children half-price ; entertainment alone, threepence, to be had at the
Lall, or from any of the members. Aun early application for tickets is
requested.  On New Year's Day, January 1st, Mr. Hepworth, of Leeds,
will deliver two trance addressex. Doors open at two and six o'clock
.. Collections taken at the door,

O3wWALDTWISTLE. —The committee have pleasure in announcing that
they will hold their annual tea party on December 26th. Tea on the
t1bles at five o'clock.  All are welcome,.— W, /., Sec.

——

NorTixcuadM.—Friends are requested to remember the annual tea
and entertainment on Monday, December 26th, at 4-30. Tickets 9d.
cach.  Front room in the Morley Hall. Sale of work for the benctit of
society’s fund=.  C(oine; aud bring yvour friends to buy the many useful
articles.—J. 1 7.

WEsT PELToNn.—On Dee. 24th a Christinas tree, decorated with
wearing apparel for women aud children, also toys and various other
articles, will be offered for sale. The ladies have worked very hand to
get the arrangements perfected, for which great credit is due to them,
Mr. .0 Gl Grey will give a lecture at 6 p.m., after which supper will be
~erved at 7-30. Admi~~ten to the whole, 1s.; children under twelve, .
A cordial invitation to all,—- 7% Weddle.

NonrtH Stuerps, 6, Cannlen Street.—A coflee supper and social
will be held on Monday, December 26th, and we heartily invite all the
fricinls in the district to come and assist on this oceasion. Tickets 1+
(A Il.

Bravrorn,  Addison Street, Dec. 26th.—~Tea and entertainment,
consisting of xongs, duets, readings, recitations, and a dialogue by seven
friends ol the cause, entitled © Wanting a Wife ;" piano =olos, &. Tea
at o o'clock.  Tickets, adults 9d., children 4d. each; after tea, il
each. - oML Noath,

The Sheihield Spiritual Society are removing this week from 82
Division Strect to the Central Doard Sehool, Orehard Lane.

Lare Rronts.—Owing to the numerous holiday annonucenients
we revret that reports received from Monkwearmouth, Stonehouse,
Pendletan, South Shiells (Cambridge Street), Belper (W, P Adsheady,
Walsall, ITowtenstall, and Salford, have been crowded out ; all of these
cane to hand after midaday on Tuesday,  We do our best for yon,
friends, lat eannot peomise to insert reports which do not reach vy
hetore noon on Taeadays,

ist of Speakers” Appointments next week 5 also li-t of agents wha
sell 7o e Worlds,  We shall Le glad of other names and addresses
of agents (wWhether newsagents or not) for this list,

NoTick to AeENTS, - Please use halfpenny stamps when remitiing,

:l!ul (llllf'r;l'.—--l':. “'. W.

CHRONICLE OF SOCIETARY WORK.

PPactp.- -On Sumlay last Miss M. A. Musgrave gave two very inter-
Cstivie addresses on © Spiritaalism and the Work of the Spirits in the
Spheres ™ to very attentive audicnces.—Abrakam Howorth, Sce.

denren. Jubilee Halll—Dee. 11th: We had a visit from Mr.
Schutt, of Keighley.  Morning subject, * The Problem of Evil,” which
was elucidated in a very clever and practical manner. Evening subject,
“The Sanctity of Labour.,”  The control showed that all useful lahonr
ix honourable, and idleness disreputable. A human being could not be
happy unless engaged in some kind of work, while idleness must bring
misery.  Last Sunday, Mr. W, V. Wyldes, of Birmingham, paid us his
first visit, giving two addresses.  In the evening, he spoke on ** Ancient
and Modern Spiritundism "—heing, to some extent, a reply to the
sermon preachied by the Rev, T. Crossland, and circulated in the town.
Both addresses were very goad and powerful, After the evening address
My. Wyldes gave clairvoyant descriptions, also a large number’ of
peychometric delineations from articles sent up from the audience, all
of which were correct.  We were very pleased with his visit, and hope
to have him again soon.  The hall was full, although it was a very
winterly night. In the afternoon, Mr. Wyldes kindly gave a quarter of
an hour to the Lyceum, being controlled by a spirit who lived on the
Congo River when in this life, which delighted the young folks very
much,— 71, Smedley.

Benyoxosky.~ -Mra Spring gave a discourse on subject =elected,
“Spirit FExperience after leaving Earthly Body ;" coneluding with
clairvoyant descriptions.

Buaprorn,  Spiritua]l Lyceum, Addison Street.—In the absence of
Mis» Patclield, owing to her parents’ sickness, Miss [llingworth kindly
ofticiated, and spoke very well to a very fair audience, followed by Miss
Parker's clairvoyant desoriptiona, mostly recognised. A very good
infhnence prevailed during the meeting.—or,
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Bur~LEY, Spiritual Hall, Tanner Street.—Mra, Craven was the
speaker for the day. Afternoon subject: “ Go ye into the highways and
hiedges, and preach the Qospel to every creature,” which was treated in
a masterly =tyle. The following questions were dealt with in the
cvening : What are mediums, and how are we to know when influenced
by the spirit?  The effects of influence on mediums? If the spiritual
and natural worlds are governed by natural law, what is the use of
prayer ? A splendid discourse was given on these three subjects.

CoLNE.—Mrs. Wallis gave two lectures on Sunday afternoon and
evening.  Subjects : afternoon, “ Spiritnalism Reasonable and True.”
Evening, “ Some Objections to Spiritualism Considered and Answered;"’
heiug a most able reply to the lectures of the Revs. T. Asheroft and A.
Parker, which had been delivered in Colne daring the weck. The
audiencies listened with most rapt attention, and scemed to highly
appreciate the discourses.—R. I, [Mr. J. R. Lees, of London, replied
to Rev. T. Asheroft on Monday and Tuesday. A complete answer to
Rev. A. Parker's lecture will shortly appear in these columns, written
Ly Mrs. Britten.—Z. W, 1]

Cowns,—December 18th : Miss Cowling oveupied our platform on
Sunday last. Subject—Afternoon, “ What shall it profit a man if he
gain the whole world and lose his own soul ;" Evening, ““ The Outer
World.” Clairvoyant descriptions given very suceessfully.  We have
arranged for a public tea party to Le held in the Lepton Board Schodol,
on December 31st.  Mrs, Clegg will give phrenclogic: ] delineations and
spiritual surroundings.  Tickets, 8d. each. — . T hitteld.

CroMroRD aND HiGH PEAK.-=Tue~day, 13 : Mr. Schutt visited us,
and a pleasant instructive evening was <pent.  The general opinion was
that such addresses were matter for clevation, and we regretted no
public hall was to be had.  We believe many vwouli attend our meetings
who are kept back hecause they are held in private dweilings, but the
ground must be broken up by degrees. Sundav. 13 @ Our mectings were
lairly attended, considering the weather and the di=tance our maembers
reside apart.  Morning : ** Man, Perfect and Linpeafoect,”  Evening :
“Higher Culture of Spiritual Thoaght. -~

DanrnweN.—The controls of Mr. Mayo gave two cood addresses to
very fair andiences  On the 24th we Lhold onr Christiins tea party,
which we are expecting to be a success newe have w good progratime.
On the 26t we holil our children's tea poty.-—£. Lo,

FELLING. —Our platform was cecupic] T Mo, James Hallowho gave
i3 a lecture from the subject, ** Spiritualism, the Waonder ot the Age,”
which was very well received Ly a fairly good audienee - L.

HarLirax..—We had M. Postlethwaite Iast Sunday. e spoke an
his usual clear and forcible way. Kvening, he took for his subject the
chapter read as a lesson, about the woman of Fador deserihing Samuel,
&e., which was handled very well. Our awdience was very thin,  He
also spoke on Monday, 29th, to a good audience—=S. /.

Heywoop. Argvle Building.—On Sunday afternoon Mr. Wright's
controls spoke on ““ Where are the Dead ™ In the evening they took
for their subject. “ Natural and Revealed Rehigion.”™  In the conrese of
an excellsnt and in-tructive addres< they elearly demonztrated that the
so-called Christianity was simply an adaption of the mythaologye of the
ancient, pagans, devived from the study and obaervation of the a~tro-
notmical signs amd constellations of the heavens, & /1. 1),

Hioperseirnnd, Assembly Rooma, Beack Street. Mrs, Groom has
rendered valuable Rervice to our cause, peoviding two ot exeellent
and practical addresses upon * Individual Spirit,” and “ Sphitaalism,”
conclunding with remarkably sucecessful spinit. desriptions, giving about
twenty at each service, and all were recognised.  Notwithstanding the
wintry weather, we had a large audience at nicht.. -/, /.

Hoepperseienn,  Kaye's Duildings -=Mr. Johns a0 ocenpred our
platform to day.  Afternoon, questions were subapitted to the gmides
and most ably answered, especially one on eduneation, 10 was i atore-
house of information in itzelf 5 and T should Tike O saveest, on Lehalf
of my fellow-workers in the spirituad esuse, that the enides of Mr,
Johnson grive the ~same through the Yorkshar s disteete Fuoening, the
congregation was highly sati=fed with the able manuer an which he
dealt with his Rlllujm-:s - Hewing, Cor Nee,

Leeps, Sphitud Intitute, - Miss Pickles gave lwo very mnico
addresses.  In the afternoon the subjects were = What =hedl T odo to
gain Fternal Life 27 and = Who s any Neichlbour ¢7 0 Ta the evening,
the subject was © Home,” and sonme very gooladvie s wis given for hoth
vounyg and old-=J, W 7' Nee,

Lrens,  DPsychological Hall.-—Mi-e Wilzon, of Kei:hley, was our
appointed speaker, but wrote at the last morent, caying she had to
attend a funeral and could not come. As we conld not obtan a gpeaker
for the afternoon service, we held a large onen cirele. After =ome
lively singing, our president, Mr. Eddison, answered a numlber of
questions, and, for the bencetit of our stranger frienids present, he
explained the various modes of communication with the spitit world,
In the evening we obtained the services of one of our «ld members,
Mr:. Dickengon, who delivered an alile discourse from the sahject of
the hymn we had sung, viz, “ Spiritual Worship,” and the meoting
conclided with clairvoyant deseriptions which were niostly succrs~ful.

Lavirroon.  Daulby Halll—3Sunday morning Mr. Schutt read a
paper —subject, “ Fvidence against an Historical Jesus, the Christ.”
It was well worded, and was an answer to that rev. gentleman (save the
term ) who goes about making fun of the only haxis for the religion he
esteems.  We had an interesting discussion relating to surplus popula-
tion aud labour-saving machinery. This is such a large subject that it
could not be fully discussed in the time. Fvening : A powerful exposi-
tion of spiritual gifts was given by Mr. Schutt's control, Mr. Sheldon,
The subject was treated so rationally that he that hath ears should
ponder over the many profound statements made. [t is a pity such
efforts are not reported for a larger audience than a wet day produces,
On Monday night the =ame speakers spoke to written subjects.  Next
Sunday, open meeting in the morning, and at 6-30 Mr. Lamont.  On
January 3rd we are having our anuual tea party and concert, and the
following day we intend giving a tea party and concert to 200 old folks.
They so thoroughly enjoy our catering.  Inquiries are constantly made
as to when it will be repeated. The times are healthy when a live
Bishop (of Manochester) advocates co-operation and land reform !

[We intend to obtain reports of lectures by English mediums and
print them in our columns early in the now year.—F. 1T 11 ]
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MaAccLESFIELD. Paradise Street Free Church.—Mr. J. Walsh gave
two excellent discourses in the above place of worship. The audiences
were somewhat smaller than usual, owing, no doubt, to the extremely
inclement weather. The Lyceum held a successful secssion in the
morning, at which six recitations and a solo were given by members.
We must not omit the visit of our dear friend Mrs. Groom on Monday
and Tuesday, 12th and 13th inst., The lectures given through her
were, as usual, excellent, and the descriptions were recognised with one
exzeption. We purpose holding our annual tea party and entertain-
ment on January 4th.—ZL. A.

MaNCHESTER. Co-operative Assembly Room.—Mr. E. W. Wallis
was our speaker. The morning was devoted to questions and answers,
Evening, two subjects chosen by the audience were dealt with. The
one subject, ‘* What is the Origin of Spiritualism ?” was dealt with at
great length and in a manner ihat seemed to give great satisfaction to
all. We had a fair attendance considering the state of the weather.
Our president, Mr. G. Hill, presided. Our annual tea party and enter-
tainment will take place on Monday, January 2nd, 1888, when all are
invited to attend and help us.— W. Hyde, Cor. Sec. The Bazaar ('om-
mittee beg to acknowledge the following articles, &c.: A Pendleton
Lady, 5s., and a parcel of fancy goods, also six yards dress material ;
Mrs. and Miss Mosley, five clouds, twelve doll's hats ; Mrs. Wilks, two
pinafores, six tidies, baby’'s hood and sash, two pairs bahy's shoes; Mrsx.
E. W. Wallig, six lace pinafores ; Mr., Wallis, parcel of various spiritua-
listic publications ; Dr. Younger kindly sent four hooks orr mesmerism
and massage, &c.; Mrs. T. Cheetham, polished fender and ashpan ; W,
Hill, of Wisbech, large hamper of plants ; Mr. Whithouse, one barrel
of grapes; Mr. 8. Cockeral, one hundred oranges ; Mrs. Smith, fancy
pincushion elephant, wool slippers; Miss Chesterton, two faney
pinafores; Mrs and Miss Hyde, two wool antimacassars, four lady’s
companions, two pairs of socks ; Miss Paddock, baby’s socks ; Mr=, Ward,
two antimacassars ; Mrs. Groom, four antimacassars ; Mr=, Wilkerson,
parcel of fancy toys; A new Friend, pair of fancy headed cufls; a
Lady and Gentleman, one sterling silver necklet, pair of mats and
pincushion. Mrs. Hill tenders her best thanks to all the ladies and
gentlemen who so kindly assisted to make the Bazaar a success. The
nett procecids will he published in our next issue.—dfrs. (Feorye Hill,
92, Brunswick Street, Avdwick Green, Manchester.

MexBorovagH.—We had a grand day on Sunday. Mr. George
Featherstone was with us, and his guides spoke, in the afternoon, on
a subject chosen by the andience, * General Punishment,’” which was
dealt with in a very able manner. The friends were evidently satisfied,
as they had not a question to ask at the close. Ivening subject, chosen
by the audience, “Is Spiritualisin qualified to meet the Requirements of
the Future!" DProgression was shown on thix point to bring to the
mipnd that ag we come down the stream of time, new ideas came into
existence, and the teaching was that men had arrived at such an age of
enlightenment that the old book was beginning to lose hold of them and
instead of the cramping, curbing, and soul-tying sy~tem of theology,
gpiritualism steps to the front., and offers light and hiberty which will
gerve men in all ages.— " Warren,

MippLEsBROUGH.—Morning : At the Granville Rooms, Mr. Lash-
brook, of Newcastle, gave a thought-stirring and far-reaching address,
Subject, “Spiritualiam : the Key-note of Universal Harmony.” He
rald spiritualism was (1) the union of the two worlds—the seen and the
unseen ; (2) a fuller revelation to an concerning the hte that now is,
and the life which is to come; (3) the angel of eternal progress; (1)
the answer to the question—“If a man die, shall he Jive again /™
Evening : At the Cleveland Hall, Mr. Lashbrook spoke on ** Spiritaalizin,
or my Defence,” which was another soul-stirring dizcourse.-~J, Corhy,

MiLEs PLATTING.—The guides of Mr. Ormrod took tor the atternoon
subject that beautiful passage * Where two or three wre gathered
together 10 my name I am in their midst.”  In the evening, they di-.
coursed on “The Condition of Man in the Present and Future State,”
showing the absurdity of the Church upholding the unjust doctrine,
which is fast losing ground, of eternal punishment. — J, /1. Horroels.

MoNkwEansouTi.—The Lyeeum was well attended by children
and visitors, Many of the children responded to the eall for recitations;
two little ones under five years sang very nicely.  The children of the
Lyceum will give a concert in aid of the Sanderland Temperance
Society, on Thursday. T believe that it is the first time that any
Lyceum has rendered anything outside of spiritualism. The children’s
tea will be held on Monday next.  All are invited.  Tickets 6d. each.

NEWCASTLE-ON-T'YNE. Cordwainers’ Hall, Nelron Street, — My,
R. J. Lees, of London, occupied our platform in the morning . the
subject * Come up Higher " was the theme. In the afternoon Mr, Lees,
by his control, gave an admirable address to the children of the Lyceum,
and in the evening a crowded meeting heard him deliver a soul-stirring
address ; “Who was Jesus Christ?” being the subject.  Besides
lecturing, Mr. Lees has done an enormous amount of good work in
healing during hix short stay, and I hope to gather together accounts of
gome of the remarkable cures effected by himn for next issue ol Zhe

Two Worlds.— B, 1.

NortH LonpoN. Wellington Hall.—Mr. Taylor gave an intellectual
discourse upon the “Nature and Quality of that Power called God,”
but which the lecturer preferred to call spiritual energy. The word
God, he held, was meaningless, and ought to be no longer used.  In the
animated discussion which followed, many contended that the old word
God was the best name to apply to the force which is acknowledged to
exist behind the works of Nature. The attendance was smaller than
usual, owing, no doubt, to the inclemency of the weather. Messrs,
Mc.Kenzie and Towns are our speakers on Christmas Day.—W. P,

NorTINagHaM. Morley Hall, Shakespeare Street.—Onur glorious
cause was ably advocated by the covtrols of Mrs, Barnes. A visitor
asked for the 53rd chapter of Isaiah for a subject. It was shown how
illogical it was to make these words appear to be (as is claimed for them)
a prophecy relating to Jesus. In the chapter was a record of the expe-
rience of all such who were '/ led of the spirit.”” The evening address,
on ‘‘ The Hope of the Creeds compared with the Knowledge of the
Spiritualists,” was a spiritual treat. The controls dealt with the subject
in & manner that not only interested the listener, but stirred the depths
of the soul by its earnest and eloguent defence of cur mighty truth,

Norring HiLL, 33, Kensington Park Road.—On Sunday we had
a crowded room to welcome Mr. J. Burns' first visit to our association.
The subject for consideration was Phrenology, with delineations. Twelve
persons were delineated, whose characters were utilized as texts for short
spiritual addresses, bearing especially upon man’s spiritual development
and unfoldment. Mr. Matthews alzo described the spiritual surround-
ings, and symbols of the persons examined, thus making the gathering
a very educational success. No meeting next Sunday, it being Christimas.

OLDHaM. Spiritual Temple.—On Tuesday, the 13th inst.. we had
the pleasure of a visit and benefit-lecture from Mrs. Emma Hardinge
Britten, the entire proceeds of which were given towards defraying the
debt on our building. According to promise from Mrs. Britten we had
advertised her lecture to be on “ New Zealand,” with lime-light illus-
trations ; but Dr. Britten’s sudden and severe indispositibn prevented
the fulfilment of this arrangement; and by vote of, the audience
assembled, Mrs. Britten gave as her subject * The Cause and Cure of
Crime and Poverty.” The profound attention paid to the lecture, the
frequent bursts of applause, and the vote of thanks at the close, carried
by warm and long-continued acclamation, formed the best proofs of
how deeply the words uttered touched the brains and hearts of all
present.  We had an excellent collection, 1neluding the return of all
the tickets sold for the New Zealand lecture, which Mrs. Britten
suggested should be put in the contributinn hoxes, as an investment in
“the bank of Providence." —Cor.

OrexsHaw.—Mr. S. Carline occupied our platform, and in the
morning spoke on ‘Physics,” and in the evening on ““ Metaphysics.”
The lectures were well received by fair audiences, the very inclement
weather no doubt having a detrimental cffect on our atlendance. Mr.
Carline intends to follow on a series of lectures relating to body and
soul, which we hope will do much good.— . 7" Paye.

SouThR Loxpon. Winchester Hall, Peckham.—Mra. Yeeles occupicd
our platform, devoting the morning to answering (uestions submitted
by the audience. The few clairvoyant descriptions given at the close of
the meecting were not so successful ag iz usual with this lady. We had
a pleasant surprize at the evening service, as Mrs. Yeelex, in her normal
condition, gave an account of “ How I became a Spiritualist,” narrating
many astounding incidents in connection with her investigation and
development, the audience evincing great interest in the subject, and
applauding at the clore. Questions were replied to in a satisfactory
manner. A watch-night sgervice will be held at the Society’s Rooms,
a9, Hill Street, on New-Year's Kve, at 10-30.—.N. £, Long.

SouTH SHIELDS.
clairvoyant descriptions,
voyant descriptions, all bhut seven recognised.
to another visit from Mrs. Peters,

4, Lee Street.—Dece. 14 1 Mr. Foster's guides gave
Dee. I8 Mrs. Peters’ guides gave 32 clair
We are looking forwanl

TyrLDESLEY.—We had the pleasure of having Miss Jones another
week. On Monday, December 12th, she gave a beautiful discourse,
followed by psychometric delineations and clairvoyant deseriptions,
which closed a most enjoyable evening. December 18th, Miss Jonex
gave a discourse from the words “ Oh think of the home over there.”
In the evening she spoke on “ Spiritualism and its Mission,” which wax
well reccived by a goad audience.  Both meetines were closed with
psychometric delineations, ““ all true,” and claarvoyant. descriptions,
mostly recognised.  In the Liberal Club, on December 11th, Miss Jones
named a child Lily, and the way she performed the ceremony hlled the
audience with wonder.  This lady’s visit has been the means of con-
vincing many, and we hope the time is not far distant when we can lLave
her again in this little town.— . A. Woolle y.

WestHortaHToN.—We had Mre J0 T Standish with us. Afternoon
subject, ** Does Spiritualism Teach Lave?”  In the evening no subject
was taken, as it was spent in pyschometry and churvoyance, diseases
being well delineated and prescribed for,  Qur committee are anxious
that all who are desirous of spreading the cause hroadeast, for hospi-
tality and expenses, will kindly communicate with the Secretary.

WEesT Vark, Mechames' Hall.—Mrz Britten delivered addresses,
afternoon and evening, to very goarll audiences, considering the inclement
weather. Afternoon =ubject, * Ancient and Modern Miracles ;" evening,
“Spiritualism, the Reformed Religion and Science of the Age.”  Both
subjects were handled in Mra, Britten’s usual style, and gave every
gatisfaction.  We believe her visit here will be productive of much
grood.  We intend opening our Children’s Lyceum on January 1at, 1885,
and go right into the teaching of spiritualism.  We shall have a frait
banquet on the 31st inst.  Tickets Gd., children 3d. We invite all who
can come to do =0 on that day, and give us a help by the way. -7\ 7,

Winsky.—OQur platform was occupied by Miss Walton, who spoke
under control on  “ Modern Spiritualism ;" illustrating the hidden
talent that has been lying dormant for a long tine.  In the evening she
ngain spoke on “ Knock, and it shall be opened unto you; scek, and
ye shall find,”" which was very instructive.—¢/. Sarille.

THE CHILDREN'S PROGRESSIVE LYCEUM.

MiLes Prarrina.—We had a good attendance considering the bad
weather. We had several visitors., Programme: Opening hymn,
silver-chain and gold-chain recitations, marching and calisthenics. Wo
are holding a party on Saturday, and shall go through a portion of our
programme, 8o a8 to give parents nud friends an opportunity of seeing
how our Lyceum is carried on.  Ten on the table at 5 p.m.  Admission
1s. cach.— W. Crutehley, Cond.

PARKGATE.—The Lyceum here was about to be abandoned, when a
few carnest workers determined to resuscitate it.  This they have done
most successfully. Special services were held on December 11th and
12th to raise funds to obtain books, and interesting programmes were
gone through. When in the town recently we had the opportunity of
attending a rehearsal, when the little unes said and sang their picces in
first-rate style. The officers of the Lyceumn showed great tact, patience,
and good management, and doserve praiso for their suocess,—£. 1. H”.

Souri Suieeps.—We had a very goed attendance. Programis
geme throngh in good style.-—(Cor, -
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Ashington Collicry.—At H pan.
j}acup,—’;\lo(\,ting Room, at 2-30 and 6-30 : Myr-.
DBarrow-in- Furness.-——82, Cavendish St., at 6-30 :
Batley Carr.—Town St., Lycenm, at 10 and 2 ;
Batley.—Wellington St., at 2-30 and 6.
Deeston.—Temperance Hall, at 2-30 and 6 : Mrs. Dickenson,
DBelper.—Jubilee Hall, at 10-30 and 2 ; Lyceum, at 6-30,
Bingley.—Iutelligence Hall, at 2-30 and 6.
Birmingham.—Qozells Strect Schools, at 11 and 6-30.
The Ladies’ College, Ashted Row, at 11 and 6-45.
Thursdays and Saturdays, at 8.
Bishop Auckland.—Temperance Hall, Gurney Villa, at 2-30 and 6-15.
Blackburn.—Exchange Hall, at 9-30; Lyccum, at 2-30 and 6-30: M.,
Wallis,
Bradford.—Spiritualist Church, Walton St., Hall Lane, Wakefield RRd.,
at 2-30 and 6: Mrs. Green.
Spiritual Rooms, Otley Rd., at 2-30 and 6 : Mrs. Craven.
Little Horton Lane, 1, Spicer St., at 2.30 and 6: M. Butler.
Milton Rooms, Westgate, at 2-30 and 6 : Mr. Macdonald.
Upper Addison St., Hall Lane, Lyceum, at 9-45; 2.30 and ¢-30:
Mr. Collins Briggs.  Maonday, Tea and Entertainment,
Bowling.—Spiritual Tabernacle, Harker St., at 2-30 and 6 : M
Metealf.
Burnley.—Tanner St., Lycenm, at 9-30; 2.30 and 6-30 : Mrs. Wallis.
Lurslem.—15, Stanley St., Middleport, at 6.30,
Byker Bank.—Mr. Hedlexy's School, Elizabeth St at 6-30.
Cardif.—12, Mandeville St., Cainton, at 7, Developing ; Tuesday, 7-30,
Phenomena.
Chesterton.—Spiritualists’ Hall, Castle St., at 6-30:
Colne.—Free Trade Hall, at 2-30 and 6.30,
Cowms.—Lepton Board School, at 2-30 and 6 : Mis< Cowling.
Darwen.—Church Dank St., 11, Circle ; 2-30 and 6-30 : Mrs. Yarwood.
Dewshury.—Vulean Rd., 2.30 and 6 : Mr. Holdsworth & Miss Caswell.
Ezxeter.—The Mint, at 10-{5 and 6-45: Mr. F. Parr.
Facit.—At 2-30 and 6.
Felling.—Park RdA,, at 6-30 : Mr. John Wilson,
Poleshill. —E (Ig“lcl\, at 10-30, Lyceum & at 6-30 1 Local Mediums.
Glasgow. —15, Kirk St., Gorbals. at 11-30 and 6.0,
(:'rarfscnd.-—36, Queen St.., at 6: Mrs, Grabam,
Halifar.—1, Winding Rd,, at 2-30 and 6-30: Mr. Hepworth, and on
Monday, at 7-30,
Ilanley. , 41, Mollart St at. 630, Wednesiay,
IHaslingden. —Regent St. Coffee Tavern. at 2-30 and 6.
Heckmondwike.—-Church St., at 2-30 and 6+ Mr. Armitage,
Ietton — Co-operative Hall, Caroline St., at 2 and 6 : Local,
Heywood. —Argyle Buildings, at 2-30 and 6-15 ¢ My, Ormned,
Huddersfield—3, Brook St., at 2-30 and 6-30 : Mr=, Grege
Kayve's Buildings, Corporation St,, at 2-30 and G: Mr<. Crossley,
Idle.—2, Back Lane, Lycenm at 2-30 and 6.
Nerghley.—Lycenm, East Parade, at 2-30 and 60 Mr< Ingham,
Co-nperative Asgembly Room, Brunswick St at 2-50 and 6.
Lancaster.— Athenmwum, St Leonard’s Gate, 2-30 and 6.0,
Lerds.—Psychological Hall, Grove House Lane, buck of Brunswick Ter,,
at 2-30 and 6-30 : Miswes Walton and Pickl=.
17, Upper Fountain St,, Albion St., 2-30 and 6-30 :

Butterfield,
Local. J. Kellett, sec.
at 6-30: Mrx, Ingham.

Sdéances,

L.ocal Mediums.

nt 7-30,

Mrs, Hartley.

Leicester. —Silver St., at 11, My, Bent: at 6 30, Mr. San<bury ; at 3,
Healing,  Thursday, at 8. CoW. Youne, <o 8§ Nariolk St
Liverpool. --Daulby  Hall, Dhalby St Lomdon R, at 110 Osnen
Meeting ; at 6-30, Mr. J. Lot
At 3, Diseussion,
London— Bermondsey, —Mr. Hagoad's, 820 Alseot R, al 7
Camden Town --143, Kentizsh Town Rd., Tuesday, at 80 Mr. Towns,

HHolbora.—Mr. Cotlin's, 13, King-gate St.W mlm sdav, at 8
15, Southampton Row, Thursday, at 8, Miss (Jmltm_\ \lmlic:tl
Clairvoyance, ‘
Idington - -Wellington Hall, Upper St at 6300 Me-srs. MeKenzie
and Towns,  Tuesday, 7-30, \Iunln T,
19, Prebend St Essex Tl
Kentish Town ]mml. —-Mr. Warren's,
Tuesday, 8, Mra. Hawkins; Thur-Jday,
Marylebone Association. 214, Harcomrt St

Nao, 245 at 7, Scéance.
S,SEmee, Meso Spring,
11, Spiritual Tea hing,

at 7 ¢ Mr. J. Hoperoft.  Thursday, Séance, at 8.
Nao Noeth Road  -71, Nicholas St Tuesdays and Saturdays,

at & Mre. Cannon, Clairvoyvanee, personal messages,
Notting Hill, 33, Kensington Park Rd. at 7 No Serviee,
Monday, at. 8 Tuesday, at 8 Thursday, D velopment, at 8,
Peclham — 33, Tigh St,, 11 Mro o AL Buteher o 2-30, Lyeewn,
99, Hill St., Peckham: Wednesday, at 8, Séanee, Mrs, Spring
Thursday, 8, Members only 5 Saturday, 1030, Wateh. Night
Serviee,
Penge, S E —Goddind's, 93, Maple I, ot 7
Poplar, 170 Kerhy ht o .tt =00
Loogent Hatdd. - 31, M: wy lebone R, atb 7
Stepney.—- .\h's Ayoers', 40, Jlllnllt‘(‘ St, Commercial I, at 7,
Tuesday, at, 8. Mediums and hpn it ists specially invited,
Weel worth. ——]0" Caanberwell A, at 7, Meeting: lhm-‘l.n, at 8.
Lowestoft. —-])n)lnmk Villa, Prinee’s St., Beee Ic-a 1R« l.. at 232 and 6.50,
Macelesfield. — Free Churely, Paradize ht Loab 2230 and 6-30. 62, Fenee
St., at 2-30 and 6-30,
Manchester.—-Co-operative Assembly Rooms, ])u\\nmr' St
at 10-30 and 6.30 © My, W, (IIIIHUII
Alexnorough.- -At 2.30 and 6,
Afiddleshrongh. —Cleveland Hall, Newport Rid., at 10.50 and 6-20 @ My,
Meklellar,
Temperanee Hall, Baxter St, at 10-30 and 6-30,
Miles Platting. —\V illiam St Vieley St 2-30 and 6-30 ¢ M, G Wright
4‘!01101/——\11-mml Room, (hunh St., at 6: Mr. Holdsworth,
Nelson.—Victoria Hall, at 2.30 and 6-30 : Mr. Plant,
Newcastle-on-Tyne. ——"0 Nelson St at 2-30, Lycenm ; at 630 Loeal.
North Shields.—4, .un:lvn 3t., I\'umm at 2-30 ¢ wt 11 awnd 6215,
Nottingham. —\Tmln House, Slml\eﬂ] eare St., at 10-45 and 6.30
Barnes,
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Oldham.—Sypiritual Temple, Joseph St., Union St at 2-30 and 6.

Openshaw.—Mechanies’ [nstitute, Pottery Tone, Lyceum at 2 ; at 10-30
and 6 2 Mr. T. Postlethwaite,

Oswaldtwistie.—3, Heyz, Stone Dridge Lane, at 2-30 and 6-30 : Local.

Parkyate.—Bear Tree Rid. (near Lottom), .lt 10-30 and 6-30, Lyceurmn.

Pendleion,—Co-operative Hall, at 2-30 and 6.30 : Mra. Britten.

Plymouth.—Notte St., 6-30: Mr. Burt, Trance, Mr. Leeder, Clairvoyant,

Spiritual Temple, Union Place, St«mehuu-,e at 11 : Mr. Bibbing’s

Christinas Lesson 5 at 6-30 : Angels’ Song.

Satlors’ Weleome, Union Place, St()lthOLh", at 3: Miss BDond.
Portsmouth. ——Assemlnlv Rooms, Clarendon St., Lake Rd., Landport, 6-30.
Rawtenstall.—At 10-30 ; at 2- 30: Mrs. Holden ; ; and 6: Miss Maudsley.
Rochdale.—Regent Hall, 2-30 and 6 : Mr. Schutt. Thursday, 7-45.

Michael St., at 2.30 and 6. Tuesday, at 7-15, Circle.

28, Blackwater St., 2-30 and 6 : Mr. J. Walsh. Wednesday, 7-30.
Salford.—48, Alhion St., Windsor Bridge, 2-30 and 6-30. No services,

Wednesday, at 7-45: Mr. Pearson.
Saltash.—Mr. Williscroft’s, 24, Fore St., at 6-30.
SNhefield.—Cocoa House, 175, Pond St., at 6-30.
(‘entral Board School, Orchard Lane, at 2-30 and 6-30:
Imman.
Slaithwaite.—Laith Lane, at 2-30 and 8 : Mrs. Deanfield.
South Shields.—19, Cambridge St., at 11 and 6-30 : Mr. Westgarth,
Progressive Society, 4, Lee St., l.yceumn, at 2-30; at 11 and 6:
Mrs. Yeele=.
Sowrerby Bridye.—Lycenm, Haolling Lane, at 2-30 and 6-30: Musical
Service.
Sunderland.—Back William=on Ter., at 2.15, Lyceum ; at 11 and 6-30.
Mr, Lashbrook, Wednesday, at 7-30, Clairvoyance.
Monkwearmouth, 3, Ravensworth Ter., at 6.
Tunstall.—13, Rathbone St., at 6-30,
Tildesley.—204, Flliot St., at 2-30 and 6 : Mr, Gregory.
Walsall. —Y¥xchange Rooms, Hirzh St., at 6-30,
Westhoughton. —Spiritual Hall, Wingates, 2-30 and 6 30: Mr. C. Wade,
Thuraday, 7-30.
HWest Pelton. —Co-operative Hall, at 10-30, Lyceum ; at 2 and 5-30,
NWest Vale.—Mechanies' Institute, at 2.30 and 6 : Mr. A. D. Wilson.
Wihsey.— Hardy St., at 2.30 and 6 : Misa Cowhng.
Wishech.—Lecture Room, Public Hall, at 6-45: lLocal.

Mr. W,

PROSPECTIVE ARRANGEMENTS.

YORKSHIRI
PLAN OF SI'EAKERS FOR JANUARY,

DISTRICT SPIRITUALISTS COMMITTEFE,
1888,

Corresponding Secrctary, Mr,J, WHiTEHEAD, 21, Adredale Sq., Bradford,
Batrey Cannw: Town St 6 poe—1, My Holdsworth; 8, Open ; 15,
Mro Hepworther 220 Mo Armitage s 29, Mrso Connell.. --Mr. J.

Armitage, See, Stoneheld House, Hagine Heaton, Deweshury,
PeFstoN ¢ Temperanee Hall, 2220 qd 6 --1 Me. Parker ¢ 8 Mrs. Bean-
Laned 0 15, Miss Cowling 1 220 Miss Hartley 20, Misa Patefield.—
Me Jaa, Bobinson, See., Wouds Terrace, Beeston, Leeds.
JowpniNa o Spiritnal Tabernaele, Harker Sty 2.8 and 6 —1, Mre. Jarvis

8, Mrs. Hargreaves and Mre. Thresh ; 15,0 Mra. Smith ; 22, Miss
Capstick 3 29, Mra. Crowther,—Me. H. Smith, Sec., 1, Barkerend
Fold, Darkerend R0, Bradford.

Hanieax ;o Spirstuali-t Tastitation, 1, Winding Rid.. 230 and 6, and

Y1 aned 2 Moy,
19 wonnen un!_\".
30 Sen only). M

Weight ; Sand 9, Mra, Groom
;2 and ‘.’-‘3 Mrs, Gregg
r. 5. Jagger, Claremount,

Mondayv evenines 7
15, Mra Cireen,
200 Mr. Schutt,
Halitax.
Hecksoxpwige : Church St 2.30 and 6 -1, Mra. Dickenson ; &, Mr.
Dush o 15, Misy Harrizon ;22 Mrs, Slater and Friend ; 29, Mr.
Faplay.—Mr. C L Clongh, Sec., Butts Row, Gomersil, near Leeds.
KEIGHLEY ¢ Albion Hall, 2-30 and 6- -1, Misz Wilson ; & Miss Cowling ;
15, Miss Harrs and Mres, Grimshaw ; 22, Mr. and Mrs. Carr; 23,
Mrs, Riley.—Mr. J. Wilkinson, See, 17, Camplell St., Keighley.
Leens: DPsvehologieal Hall, Grove House Lane, Branswick Terrace, 2-30
and 6-30 -1, Open : 8, Mr. Holme=; 15, Mra, Togham ; 22, Miss

' “ey
Wilson ; 20, Miss Cowling. . Mr. H. Midgley, See, 220 Stanley

alsn
:ll*n

View, Armley.
Lerns : Spiritaal Institate, 220 Cookridge St 2-30 and 6-30 -1, Misa
Cowling . S, Mr. Creowther; 15,0 Moy l\ph) » 22 Toeal ; 29, M,

Armitige.—Mr J0 W, Tarton, See,, 33, Glasshonse St
Larree Horton LoaNe @ Spiritusd 'l‘umph 1,3 lnu: Strecet, 10-30 and 6 —
T, Mr. Hopwood 3 80 Mro and Mreso Carr 0 MH (Jnnntll v 22,

Misq Patehield ;3 23 and 29, Mr. llllli]-i\\'nl'”l."-.\ll'. J. Parker, See,

681, Little Horton Lane.
Monriey @ Spivitual Missien Room, (‘]mlch St 200 and 6—=1, Mr.
Holmes ;) S, Openy 13, Mrs, Ceaven ;) 22, \ll Arinitage 3 29 Moy,

Beanland.-——Mre, BT 13, Scotechman Lane, Brunt-
clitfe, near Leeds,

Oteey Roan: Spivitual Meeting Rooms, Otley Rd.,
—1 Mr. Armitage ; 8 Mrs. Wade ; 15, Open; 22, Mr, Parker;
20 Mr. Holmes.—Mr. J. Burchell, See., 59, Otley Rd., Bradford.

WestT Varne (near Halifax) : Mechanies' Institute, 2-30 and 6—1, Mrs,
Gregge ; & Mr. Tetlow o 15, Mro Ariitage; ¢2, Mr. Walsh § 29,
Miss Harris and Friend.- Mr ‘IY Berry, Sec., Greetland, Halifax.

Winsky @ Hardy St 2-30 and 6 =1, Mo JJ0 M. Smith 8, Miss Harrison
15, Misx Wilson ¢ 22, Misg Harria; 29, Mr. Peel.—Mr. Geo. Saville,
Sees, 17, Smiddles’s Lane, Monchester Rd. Bradford,

N.B.—Until further notice the Meetings of the Yorkshire District
Committee. will be held at Scott's Dining Rooms, East Parade, Leeds
Rd., Bradford,

Mr. Wylde'

Bradbury, Sm'.,

Bradford, 2-30 and

s proposed visit to Yorkshire i< postponed,

e — e

THE BANNER OF LIGHT, the oldest spiritual paper in

the world,  Dublisbed by Messis, Conny  axp Rien, Boaton,
Mirs, U.S.A.  Sole FKuropean Agent, Mr. H. A, Kxnsgy, 1,

Newgate Street, Newceastle-on-Tyne,
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PLANS FOR JANUARY, 1S8S.

Braprorp ¢ Spirtbnalist Chuareh, Walton Street, Hall Lane, at 2-30 and
6.—1 and 2, Mr. Schutt ; 8, Mr. J. Armitage ; 15, Mr. and Mrs.
Carr; 22, Miss Harrizon; 29 and 30, Mr. (. Wright.—1T. J.
Poppleston, 20, Bengal Street, Ripley Street.

BraDFORD : Spiritual Lyceum, Addison Street—Children’s Lyceum,
9-45; Services, at 2-50 and 6-30—1, Local ; 8, Mrs. Witeoke; 15,
Mrs. Butler and Mes, Hargreaves ; 22, Mrs. Craven ; 29, Mrs. J. M.
Smith.—J. H. Smith, Sec., 227, IL.eeds Road.

DarwgeN : Church Bank Street at 2-30 and 6-30—1, B. Plant ; 8, Mrs,
Buttertield ; 15, T. Postlethwaite ; 22, J. Swindlehurst ; 29, Miss
Annie Walker.—Mr. I3, Lord, Hon. Sec., 144, Bolton Road.

HUDDERSFIKLD : Assembly Rooms, Drook Street.-—1, Mrs. Wallis ; §,
Mr. Hepworth; 15, Miss H. A. Wilson ; 22, Mr. Johnson; 29,
Mrs. Green.

HuppersriELD : Kayes Buildings, Corporation St., off Ramsden St., at
2.30 and 6.—1, Mixs Cowling ; 8, Mra, Craven; 15, Mrs. Conuell ;
23, Mra. Riley aud Mr. Moulson ; 29, Mr. Hepworth.—Mr. J.
Hewing, Cor. See.

Loxpoy : Islington, Wellington Hall, Upper Street, at 6-30.—1, Txperi-
ence Mceeting for Members; 8, Mr. Hoperoft ; 16, Mr, Wortley ;
23, Mra. Hawkins ; 30, Open.—A. M. Raodger,

Ornuay : Spirituad Temple: 1, Mr. W, Johinsen y 8, Mr. J. (. Mac-
donald ; 15, Mr. E. W, Wallis; 22, Mrs. Butterfield ; 29, Local.—
J. 8. Gibson, Cor. Sec., 41, Bowden Strect.

OrExsHaw : Society of Spiritualists, Mechanies' Institutz, DPottery
Lane : 1, Mr. J. . McDonald ; 8, Mr. A. D. Wilson; 15, Mrs,
Groom ; 22, Mr. Geo. Wright; 29, Mr. W. Johnson.—J. T. Page,
Cor. Sec., 14, Lord Street, Openshasw.

—_— - — .. . . - - - - - - Pour ¢ emm =+ A=

Correspondence.

To the Editor of ¢ The Two Worlds.”

In retiring from the office of Corresponding Secretary I beg to thank
all the friends and speakers that my duty has brought me into contact
with, for the kind assistance and encouragement that I have received
during the time that I have held the above position, and trust that the
same will be extended to my successor, Mr. Hewing, who, I am sure,
will always study to do his duty.

Should any friends require information that we can supply for the
furtherance of the cause, I ghall be very glad, at any time, along with
him, to furnish same if it lies within our power to do so.—I remain,
yvours, in the cause of progress,

James WM, HEMINGWAY,
Chapel Street, Mold Green, Huddersficld,

ConnraroxDeNT desire~ to know the address of Professor Kershaw, the
Mesmerist, for a ca-e of fits.  Address Mr. Wallis, at the oftice of
this paper.

MESMERISM, MACNETISM, & MASSACE,

A Demy Svo. Pamphlet, hound in Timp Cloth, o
Comiprising 152 pages, price 24 tid,, beautifully illustrated, containing
full conci-e instructions in

MESMERISM, MASSAGE, AMD CURATIVE MAGNETISM,
By D. YOUNGER,
PROFESSOR OF MESMERISM, BOTANY, AND MASSURE.

The above 1z the fivst portion of a larger and more comprehensive
work, now ready, entitled, The Magnetic and Botanic Family
Physician and Practice of Natural Medicine, &« Demy Svo. vol,
of O34 pages, price Toa 64, including plain diagnosis of all ordinary
disecases and how totreat them by ~afe Botanie remedies and Magnetisin,
Also careful directions for the preparation of various Botanie medicines,
tinctures, oils, liniments, =alves, powders, pitls, poultices, baths, toilet,
requisite=, and other sanitary applianees.  Alzo a deseription of the
medicinal properties of all the herbs uzed. To be had of the Sub-Editor
of this= paper, and all Book-ellers. Published by oW, ALLEN, 4] Ave
Maria Lane, London,

Mr. YOUNGER may be consulted, either persomally or by letter, at
22, LIEDEURY ROAD, BAYSWATER, LONDON.  The strictest
confildence may be relied upon.  Testimonialz NoT solicited.

Mr W. WAKEFIERELD,
MEDICAL CLA!RVOYANT,

Magnetic Healer and Medical Botanist,
Healing at a distance Medical Diagnosis, Remedies, &c.

MRS. WAKEFIELD,
MITDICAT, PSYCIHIOMETRIST,
In Female Diseases and Derangements successful.

ADDRESS =74, COBOURG STREET, LEEDS.

LIGHT, a Journal of Paychicnl, Ocenlt, and Mystical Resewrch, 16
pages weekly.,  Price 2d,—Oflice: 16, Craven Street, Charing
Cross, W.C,

THE MEDITUM AND DAYBREAK. 16 pages wecelly,

Price 14— Oftice : 15, Southampton Row, Holborn, W.C,

THE OCCULTIST. A Monthly Journal of P’sychological and

Mystical Research,  Price 1d, J. Thomas, Kingsley, Cheshire.

THE GOLDEN GATE, a weekly paper, published in Sun

Francizeo.  ludited by Mo J, J. Owney,
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HOW TO INVESTIGATE SPIRITUALISM; OR, RULES TFORt
THE SPIRIT CIRCLE.

emn = oy e e e

THE Spirit Circle is the assombling together of a number of persons
seeking communion with the spirits who have passed from earth to the
world of souls. The chief advantage of such an assembly is the mutual
impartation and reception of the combined magnetisms of the assem-
Llage, which form a force stronger than that of an isolated subject—
enabling spirits to commune with greater power and developing the
latent gifts of mediumship. '

The first conditions to be observed relate to the persons who com-
pose the circle. These should be, as far as possible, of opposite tem-
peraments, as positive and negative ; of moral characters, pure minds,
and not marked by repulsive points of cither physical or mental condi-
tion. No person suffering from discase, or of debilitated physique,
should be present at any circle, unless it is formed expressly for healing
purposes. I would recommend the number of the circle never to he
less than three, or more than twelve. The best number is eight. No
person of a strong positive temperament should be present, as any such
magnetic spheres emanating from the circle will overpower that of the
spirits, who must always be positive to the circle in order to produce
phenomena.

Never let the apartment be over-heated, the room should he well
ventilated.  Awoid strong light, which, by producing motion in the
atmosphere, disturbs the manifestations. A sulxlued light is the most
favourable for apiritual magnetism.

I recommend the séance to be opened either with prayer or a song
sung in chorus, after which subdued, harmonising conversation is better
than wearisome silence ; hut let the conversation be directed towards
the purpose of the gathering, and never sink into discussion or rise to
emphasis. Always have a pencil and paper on the table, avoid entering
or quitting the room, irrelevant conversation, or disturbances within or
without the circle after the séance has commenced.

Do not admit unpunctual comers, nor suffer the air of the room to
be disturbed after the sitting commences.  Nothing but necessity,
indisposition, or impressions, should warrant the disturlbance of the
sitting, WHICH SHOULD NEVER cxcecd Lo hours, unlexs an extension of
time be solicited by the Spirts.

Let the séance always extend to one hour, even if no results are
obtained ; it sometimes requires that time for spirits to form their
battery. Let it be also remembered that circles are experimentil,
hence no one should be discouraged if phenomena are not produced at
the first few sittings. Stay with the same circle for <ix sittings; if no
phenomena are then produced you may be sure you are not assimilated
to each other ; in that case, let the members mect with other persons
until you succeed.

A well-developed test medinm may sit without injury for any per-
son, but a circle sitting for mutual development should never admit
persons addicted to bad habits, strongly positive or dogmatical. A
candid inquiring spirit is the only proper frame of mind in which to «it
for phenomena, the delicate magnetism of which is made or marred as
much by mental as physical conditions.

Impressions are the voices of spirits or the monitions of the spirit
within us, and should always be followed out, unless suggestive of
wrong in act or word. At the opening of the circle, one or more are
often impressed to change seats with others.  One or more are
impressed to withdraw, or a feeling of repulsion makes it painful to
remain. l.et these impressions be faithfully regarded, and pledge each
other that no offence shall be taken by following impressions,

If a strong impression to write, speak, sing, dance, or gesticulate
possess any mind present, follow it out faithfully. It has a meaning if
von cannot at first realize it. Never feel hurt in your own person, nor
ridicule your neighbour for any failures to express or discover the
meaning of the apirit impressing you.

Spirit control is often deficient, and at first imperfect. By often
vielding to it, your organism becomes more flexible, and the spirit more
expericnced ; and practice in control 1s necessary for spirits as well as
maortals,  If dark and evil disposed spirits manifest Lo you, neeer drive
them away, but always strive to elevate them, and treat them as you
would mortals, under similar circumstances. Do not always attribnte
falzchoods to *“lying spirits,” or deceiving mediums  Many nii~takes
occur in the communion of which you eannot always be aware,

Unless charged by epirits to do otherwise do not continue to hold
gittings with the same parties for more than a twelvemonth.  After
that time, if not before, fresh elements of magnetism are essential,
Sotne of the original cirele should withdraw, and others take their
places.

Never seck the spint cirele in a trivial or deceptive spirit.
and then only, have you cause to fear it.

Never permit any one to sit in circles who suffers from it in health
or mind.  Magnetisin in the case of such persons is a drug, which
operntes perniciously, and should be carefully avoided,

Every seventh person can be a medium of some kind, amd become
developed through the judicious operations of the spirit circle.  When
once mediums are fully developed, the circle sometimes hecomes
injurious to them. When they feel this to be the case, let none bhe
offended if they withdraw, and only use their gifts in other times and
places,

All persons are subject to spirit influence and guidance, but only
one in seven can 80 externalize this power as to become what is called a
medium ; and let it ever be remembered that trance speakers, no less
than medinms for any other gift, can never be influenced hy spivits far
begond their owen normal eapacity in the MarTER of the intelligence
rendered, the nognetism of the spivits being but a quickening fire,
which inspires the brain, and, like a hot-house process on plants, forees
into prominence Iatent powers of the mind, but creates nothing.  Tiven
in the case of merely automatic speakers, writers, rapping, and other
forins of test mediumship, the intelligence of the spirit is measurably
shaped hy the ecapacity and idiosyncrasies of the medium.  All spirit
power is limited in expression by the organism through which it works,
nil spirits may control, inspire, and influence the human mind, but dv
not chauge or re-create it,—EyMa HanpiNce Burirres,

I'hen,
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NOTICE TO SPIRITUALISTS & MEDIUMS.

© A very successful and effective remedy for Fits.

H!

JT. W. OWRIN.!
Qualified Medical Herbalist (by Examination),

Memher of the National Association of Medical Herbalists.
Member of the Society of United Medical Herbalists of Great Britain,

102, GEORGE ST., HYDE, MANCHESTER,

Respectfully informs Spiritualists and Mediums that he is prepared to
make up any medicine, recipe, or medical preseription given through
Mediums, or otherwise obtained, from pure Botanic Remedies, and that
he can also supply the Crude Herbs, Roots, Barks, &c., as the casc
INAy require,

Nothing but Pure and Genuine Herbal Medicines used or sold by J. 1. 0,

Dr. FOX says, ‘“ Geb all your Herbs and Compounds pure, or how
can you depend on them. Totanic Runc(hcs should be as pure as Gl
in his wisdom has given them to man.’

THE EDITOR OF THE MEDICATL HERBALISTS MONTIHILY
CIRCULAR says, “DON'T purchase Botanic Remedies where Herbs,
&e., are hung up in hunches in dr aughty pluces, or exposed to every
kind of weather, foz, gas, or poigoned air, but get tlum where they are
nicely protected in packets or drawers, and ke b dry.”

THI: EDITOR OF “THE ECLECTIC JOURNAL AND
MEDICAL FREE PRESS" says, “ We particularly advise our fricnds |
to purchase their Herbs cut up small and pressed in packets ; never huy
those that have been exposed in windows for a length of time, or hung
up in the dust and smoke of shops 3 such herbs are all but worthlez<”" i

Therefore, it you require pure and genuine Herbal Medicines, or the
treatment of any disease by Botanie Remedies, write or go to l

102, GEORGE STREET, HYDE, MANCHESTER,

where every care is Laken in the storage of Herbs, Roots, Barks, &c., all |
of which are kept nicely cut up and pres-ed in packets and drawers, |
free from dust, damp, gases, and poisoned vapours of every kind.

the well-known

The following testimonial is from Jir. 1. Johnson,

(rance medium.
148, Mottramn Road, Hyde,
Uctober 17th, 1887,

I have mmuch pleasure in stating that I have known Mr. J. W, Owen
for a number of yvears, and asx a Medical Botanist he has always con-
ducted his business in a most respectable and honourable manner.  To
my friends requiring herbs of any kind, or preseriptions given through
mediums made up, I ean with the greatest confidence recotmaend him
as a person well quadified to supply them with the articles required.
Mr. Owen is a man held in great respect by los fellow townsmen © as
a proof of this he has heen Poordaw Guardian for the Borough of Hyde
for some time, and being also a Spiritualist, T believe every confidence
may be placed in him. W, JOHNSON, i

The following ave a few abstracts from a somewhat lony Ietter aclich
J. W 0. has rveceived from E. Gallagher, Esq., Mcdical Clairvoyant.
Stockport.

Dear M. Owen,—1 must in justice to you say that your herbs, roots,
and barks did much in raiking me to my present position as a Medical |
Clairvoyant,  Wherever T have used yvour herbs, &, it was with sne-
cess, as | have always found them well dried and fuil of medicmal
propertics, and ag you are aware most of my paticnts are those who hive
been turned away as incurable by the orthadox, yet [ have cured them

+ FFor Sore and Tender Feet, Corns, Fresh Cuts and Druises ;

Mgs. GOLDSBROUGH'S WONDERFUL MEDIGINE

Several patients now
being attended who have not had the slightest symptoms since
commencing this treatment,

A week's supply of medicine (including carriage) 8s. 6d.

Mrs. GOLDSBROUGH'S PREMIER EMBROCATION.

For Twisted Quiders and Sprains of every description, Rheumatic in
all its stages ; if well rubbed in it cannot be equalled. Football players
should never be without it, as it is the best remedy ever used for all the
accidents (where the skin is not broken) the players of this popular
game are suhject, to.

Sold in botties at 9d. and 1s. each ; Post free at 18. and 1s. 3d. each.

Address—28, Gt. Russell Street, off Preston Street, Bradford.

iirs. GOLDSBROUGH'S CENTURY OINTMENT.

A never-failing remedy for Obstinate Sores of every description.
In boresat 3d.,6d., and 1s.; Post free at 43d., 74d., and 13. 3d. in stamps.

Mrs. GOLDSBROUGH'S UNIVERSAL OINTMENT.

For Scalds, Burns, Ruptures, Ab:=cesses, Ulecers, and all old standing Sores,
In bores at 3d.,6d., and 13.; Pus' free at 45d.,73d., and 13. 3d. in stamps.

Mzs. GOLDSBROUGH'S SKIN OINTMENT.

For Skin Diseases of all kinds.
In bores at Sl Gd yand 13.; Post free at 43d., 73d., and 1s. 3d. in stamps.

irs. GOLOSBROUGH'S HEALING OINTMENT.

two or three

diessings will make a Grand Cure.
In bores at 2., 6d and 18, Post free at 44d., 74d., and 16. 3d. in stamps.

Mzs. GOLDSBROUGH'S FEMALE PILLS.

Remove all Ob:truction, and correct all Irregularities.
In Dores at 844 and 18, 5d.; Post free at 10d. and 1s. 63, in stamps.

Mas. G.LDSBROUGH'S LIVER PILLS.

For the Liver Complaint in all it: stages.
In Boxes at S3d. and 1. hd.; Post free at 10d. and 1s. 83d. in stamps.

Note the Address ~28, GREAT RUSSELL STREET,
OFF PRESTON STREET, BRADFORD.

by botanical remedies; but that could not be effected unless the ugents
employed (herbs, roots) and barks) were of the beat quality ; these, 1
am glad to say, I have always found at your large stores.——I am, dear
Mr. Owen, yours fraternally, E. GALLAGHER,

i
— |
|
i
i

Price List forwarded on application. All letters containing a |
Stamped Envelope promptly answered, and Medicine sent
to all parts of the Kingdom.

————— = t——— i ——

OBSERVE THE ADORESS!

THE HYDE BOTANIC DISPENSARY & HERBAL MEDIGINE STORES,
102, GEORGE ST, HYDE, MANCHESTER.

GERALD MASSEY'S LECTURES.

1. THE HISTORICAL (JEWISH) JESUS AND THE
MYTHICAL (KGYPTIAN) CHRISNT.

2. PAUL AS A GNOSTIC OPPONENT, NOT THI
APOSTLE OF HISTORIC CHRISTIANITY.
3. THE LOGIA OF THE LORD; OR,
THE PRE-CHRISTIAN SAYINGS ASCRIBED TO
JESUS THE CHRIST.
4, THE DEVIL OF DARKNESS; OR, BEVIL IN THE
LIGHT OF EVOLUTION,
5. MAN IN SEARCH OF HIS SOUL, DURING FIFTY

TIHOUSAND YEARS, AND HOW Il FOUND IT.

0. THE SEVEN SOULS OF MAN, AND THIEIR

('ULMINATION IN CHRIST. |

AND TIISTORIC CHRISTIANITY,

R, LUNIOLATRY ; ANCIENT AND MODEIRN.

0. THE HEBREW AND OTHER CREATIONS
FUNDAMENTALLY EXPLAINTD,

7. GNOSTIC

Just Puprisuen, 102 v, Foorscar 8vo., ('LoTH, GILT-EDGES,

l’mu 2/6.

Jivom Ober  the

By A LADY.

Of the Necessities of Salvation.

‘Comb,

Coxtint=s: -Ska1iony 1L

Secr. 110 Of God's Manifestation to Man and Man's
Nature.  Seer. 11 Of the Teaching and Example of
Christ, Seer, IV, Of Duty on Earth.  Secr. V.: Of

Spiritual Existence and the State after Death,

In this very extensive sunuaary of Spiritual Teaching, it ia atated that
the Lady’s husband in Spirit-life communieated 1t through her hand.

! WO

J. Buraxs, 15, Sovtnaseron Row, LoNpox,

U y: W R DS.
Mr. Wm Victor Wyldes, Trance and Insp |r.1t1nnal()mt01 Pa) (,hn-

metric, Senaitive, and Clairvoyant Medium. Consultations daily 3 p.m. to
O p.n. Appoint by letter, The Ladies College, Axhted Row, Birmingham,

Mrs. Gregg. Test aud Dusiness Clairvoyant, at home Wednesday,
Tharsday, and Friday; 7, Oatland Terrace, Camp Road, Leeds.

\

Price One Shilling each, of the Author, Villa Bordighiera, New Southgate,
London, N, or from F, W, Wannts, Agent,

Neptune, the Astrologer, has removed, and may be addressed as
R. H. Peony, 11, Bridge Street, Bristol.

All persons requiring Clairvoyant advice on Spiritual or
Business matters should conault * Synthicl.”  Terms, 2/6 for time
and labour;, with stanped addressed envelope.  Address, “ Synthiel,
care of Mr=. Qrieve; 18, Wrenbury Street, Falge Lane, Liverpool.

M

Persons in need of Clairvoyant advice on any Subject
write for progpectus to Julins Balsamo, 18, Silver Street, Bedford, Beds,,
encloving stamped addressed envelope for reply.

Psychometric Examinations for the Dingnosis of Diseases, and
treatment by Somubambulic Mesmerism, at any distance.—R. Harper,

62, Tvydale Road, Nunhead, London, S k.

——

Oliver, Author of
]nu 11,

Alchemy and the Water Doctor.] ]

“Rhvines of Youth,” 62, 8¢ Jiines Street,

A —— o van S T e o A

TANTED, a situation as u<eful companion to a lady.
Lo travel Oy Darton SCotion via Barnsley.

No ohjection

“THE SCIENCE OF CURING CONSTITUTIONAL
DISEASES BY SOMNAMBULIC MESMERISM."
P'rice 2d., post free from the Author, RosT. Hauver, 62, Tvydale
Road, Nunhead, London, 8.14,

THE RELIGIO-PRILOSOPHICAL JOURNAL, a
weekly paper published 1y Coll J, C. Buxbpy, Chieagn, 111, U.B.A,
Agents: Mr. E, W Warnnrs, and Mr. Kersey,
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SOLE EUROPEAN AGENCY OF
The ‘“Banner of Light” Publishing House.

BOSTON, MASS., U.S.A.

COILLBY AIND RICIHL

Publish and keep for sale at Wholesale and Retail a complete
assortment of

SPIRITUAL, PROGRESSIVE, REFORMATORY AND
MISCELLANEOUS BOOKS.

Amongst the authors are Andrew Jackson Davis, Hon. Robert Dale
Owen, Dr. James M. Pecbles, Henry C. Wright, Giles B. Stebbins,
D. D. Home, T. R. Hazard, William Denton, Rev. M. B. Craven,
Judge J. W. Edmonds, Prof. S. B. Brittan, Allen Putnam, Epes Sargent,
W. F. Evans, Kersey Graves, A. B. Child, P, B. Randolph, Warren S.
Barlow, J. O. Barrett, Mrs. Emma Hardinge Britten, Miss Lizzie Doten,
Mrs, Maria M. King, Mrs. Cora L. V. Richmond, etc.

Any Book published in America, not out of print, will be sent by post.

During the absence of Mr. J. J. Marse upon his Lecture Tour in the
Colonies, the Business of this Agency has been placed in the hands of the
undersigned, at the joint request of Messrs, Colby & Richhand Mr. Morse.

All the Publications of C. & R. are kept in stock, or supplied to order
by their Sole Agent.—

H. A. KERSEY,

1, NEWGATE STREET, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.

TERMS CASBH. LIST AND CATALOGUES POST FREE.

European Agent for the following Spiritual Papers: —

THE BANNER OF LIGHT - - - - 18/- perann.

THE RELIGIO-PHILOSOPHICAL JOURNAL 12/6 do
THE GOLDEN GATE - . - 12/6 .
THE CARRIER DOVE (an illustrated weekly) - 12/6 do.
THE WORLD'S ADVANCE-THOUGHT (monthly) 5/-  do.
FACTS (a monthly magazine) . . . . 5/6  do.

The above Subscriptions are payable in Advance, and include Postage.

SPECIMEN COPIF8 CAN BE OBTAINED.

KERR'S SPECIALITIES IN STATIONERY.

A FASHIONAPLE VISITING CARDS, No
New Finest Ivory. 50 for 1/6, 100 for 2/6, Plate
] Process. Address—6d. extra, post fiee, Reqguired.
Auy A Box or Mosoaray NoTe axn Exvepoprs | Stamped in
Fwo . , . P Llliant
Letters, | RO 1o, post free 173, Calonrs,
In White, [ 120 Sueets Goon WRITING Parkir, STaMren Solendid
Cream, WITH ANY ADDRFSS, FOR 2/-) post free, 2/4. ' l\.,mw
or (irey. Cash with each Order. R

Wedding, Menu, and Ball Cards.  Relicf Stemping and Engraving.
Every varicty of Hiyh-Cluss Stationery and Artists’ Materials,
HERALDIC STATIONERY OFFICE,

135, Northumberliand St., Newcastle-on-Tyne.

INDIGESTION, BRONCHITIS, RHEUMATISM.
BATEMAN'S WONDERFUL REMEDIES.

It you suffer from Indigestion, Liver Complaints, or
Diseases of the Kidneys, just send for a hottle of BATEMAN'S
EXTRACT ; orif you are afflicted with Bronchitis, Neuralgia,
or Rheumatism, then send for a bhottle of BATEMAN'S
EMBROCATION, these two medicines are of  wonderful

efficacy, to which hundreds can testify.

ful’

Fach medicine will be sent post free on receipt of fifteen stamps, by
the «ole proprietor, GEORGE ROGERS, 45, Mill Street,
MACCLESFIELD.

JOHN HARWOOD,

MANUFACTURER af
Printer's Blanketing, Roller, Drawing, Spinning,
Clearer, and Loin Cloths, Blankets, &c.,

LITTLEBOROUGH, Nrar MANCHESTER.

s )

. —

Printed for “Tur Two WorLps ” Publishing Company Limited, by Jous Hevwoob, Excelsior Printing and Bookbinding Works, Manchester, and Published by
bime at beansgate and Ridgefield, Manchester ;wael at 1, Paterposter Bnildings, London,
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obtain such magnificent Tea at such a low price,

If you require Medical Treatment or Advice
WRITE OR GO To

THE HYDE BOTANIC DISPENSA«Y & HERBiL MEDICINE STORES,
102, GEORGE ST., HYDE, MANCHESTER.

The Herbal System of Medicine strictly earried out by

J. W. OWHRIN,
Qualified Medical Herbalist (by Examination),

Member of the National Association of Medical Herbalists,
Member of the Socicty of United Medical Herbalists of (Great Britain.

Sufferers from Diseases of the Stomach, Liver, Lungs, Heart,

Bowels, Kiduneys, Nervous Diseases, Piles, Rheumatism,

Impurities of the Blood, Skin Affections, &ec., are invited to
test this System of Medicine,

Wounds of every description Skilfully Treated
CONSULTATIONS DAILY, from 9 a.m. until 8 p.m.

(sandays and Thursdayvs excepted.)
All letters containing a Stamped Envclope promptly answered, and
Medicine sent to all parts of the Kingdon.

OBSERVE THH ADDRESS:

THE HYDE BOTANIC DISPENSARY & HERBAL MEDICINE STORE:.

102, GEORGE ST. HYDE, MANCHESTER.
THE
CIRCLE ORGAIN.

THIS CHARMING LITTLE INSTRUMENT
is specially adapted for use in the Circle ; its tone is exceed-
ingly sweet and soft, and for harmonizing the minds of the
sitters there is nothing which has proved so effective.

ITS APPEARANCE IS NEAT AND ATTRACTIVE,

Py

i beine in handsome Polished Walnut Case, and forms an Ornament to the Panunt'n

or Drawing Rooy. It has five octaves, and i< on the American Organ prineiple
of construction.  The Sale of this bewtiful little Instrument has already been
very extensive, and it is confidently believed that under its sympathetic and
meldadions influence mast exeetlent results are obtained.

Drice £8 8 (Cash with order).

SENT, CARFEFULLY PACKED IN CASE, TO ANY RAILWAY STATION
IN THE UNITED KINGDOM. CARRIAGE FREE.

N. HEINS & GU, BEETHOVEN HALL, HEREFORD-

AND BROAD STREET,
WINTER! WINTER!! WINTER!!!

Keep yvoursell warm by wearing

PEMBERTON'S KNITTED CARDIGAN JACKETS,
(A1l Waool) Plain and Fancy Tatterns.
Prices from 6/- to 12‘- each, uality gunrantocd.

LADIES’ BODICES AND SKIRTS
Knit to order at reasonable terms.
Stockings for Children from 6d.: ditto for Women from 1/6;
ditto for Men from 1.9,
A trial earnestly solicited. Note the Address:

J. PEMBERTON,

86, ANVII, ST. BILACKI3URN.

Dear Mr, Pemberton,-=The Cardigan you kuitted for me gave every
satisfaction,  During the coldest weather, and on the longest journey=,
it kept me warm and was a great comfort. I wore it all last winter,
and it is now almost as pood as new, The Jerseys you made for our
boys have been strong and serviceable, T heartily recomnend my
friends to give you their orders.—Yours truly, E. W. WALLIS.

PARKER’'S 2/- TEA.

PARKE]{ asks vou to send 2/-, cither in Stamps or Postal Order,
when he will send you ONE POUND of his splendid Tea.
Parker is now SELLING 3,0001hs, of TEA WEEKLY to persons who
cnll nud sind for same. Thanks to the Parcel Post system, which
cenables persons of all classes, in the remotest towns and villages to
When you have
tasted Parker’s TeA, you will continue to drink it, and recominend it
to all your frienda. Send 2/- in Stamps, or Postal Order, and address
your letter to—T., PARKER, Wholesale Tea Dealer,
Deptford, Liondon, S.BE, [ Please mention thia paper.,

T. JUDSON,

YEAST IMPORTER,

THE BEST GERMAN CIRCLE & HAMBURG PURE,
58, EMILY ST. KEIGHLEY.

DID JESUS DIE ON THE CROSS AND RISE FROM
THE DEAD? A critical examination and comparison of
the gospel narratives, showing their irreconcilable contradic-
tions, discrepancies and unreliability, by 1. W. Wallis

Al-‘ﬁ

3d.

Nowheady.
SONGS AND sSsOLOSsS,

For Seaxce, HoMie, or SuNDAY SERVICE.
Comprising the favourite Solus sung by Mr. Wallis at his meetings, and
original Hymn Tunex.  Paper covers, 1s., cloth, 2s.

X

Company’s Oflice, 61, George Street, Chicetham Hill, Mauchester.
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