A chufnal of Freethought and Reform.

Vol. 28. No. 41. {PUBLISHED WEEKLY.} New York, Saturday. October 12, 1901. } 28 LAFAYETTE PL.} $3.00 Per Year.

Note and Comment

The Thomas G. Barker Defense Associ-
ation is still unable to induce the Rev. Kel-
ler's friends to get action on themselves in
the matter of investigating the charge of
assault made by Mrs. Barker., ~

For pouring water over his daughter,
who wanted to be baptized and was too
sick to be immersed, the Rev. Ira Estepp of
Inez, Ky., bas been found guilty of violat-
ing the laws of the Baptist church and his
license has been revoked. Hereafter if Mr.
Estepp continues in the business of shep-
herding souls, he will save them dry.

““Maan has a God-given right to work,”
says Judge Baker of the Federal Court at
Indianapolis, ‘“ and no right-thinking man
can object to a court issuing an order that
will help people to enjoy this. right.”

Would Judge Baker say that this holds |

true if the day when a man desires to exer-
cise his ‘‘ God-given " right happens to be
Sunday ?

A correspondent of the Amsterdam Han-
delsblad has heard the British govern-
ment’s hired clergymen in the act of earn-
ing their salaries, and tells what he thinks
of them : ‘‘For inane, insipid, vapid, and
invertebrate sermons, commend me to the
Episcopalian clergy of England. Their
halting weakness is impossible to describe,
and, in my experience, unrivaled.”

While the Lord wasin his holy temple, to
wit, St. Peter’s Roman Catholic church,
Reading Pa., on Sunday last, a partition
fell on the congregation and a dozen people
were hurt. In the same city, the Lord
being present as aforesaid, Abraham
Schenck, of the United Brethren persua-
gion, dropped dead as he responded
“Amen’’ to the closing words of a sermon.

Mr. Seth Low, fusion candidate for
mayor of New York, and a likely winner,
promises in his letter of acceptance a more
liberal construction of the law relating to
the sale of liquor on Sunday. He says
nothing about the much more important
matter of relieving the victims of Sunday
legislation who are not allowed to follow a
legitimate business on the first day of the
week. ' .

Loopoldo Batres, a scientist representing
the government of Mexico, has just visited
the clif dwsllers' ruins of the Mancos
canon in Colorado. Senor Batres has fully
satisfied himself that the inhabitants of
cliffs were of Asiatic origin, as he found
many baskets and other trinkets of Asiatic
and Japanese form. He thinks the mound
builders and cliff dwellers were two dis-
tinct races.

The Greek priest leads about as strenu-
ous a life as the Polish Catholic priest, who
usually goes from one parish to another
because the first has become too hot to hold
him. Father Dorotheos Bacliaros, pastor
of a Greek church in Chicago, was mobbed
the other day by twenty-five of his coun-
trymen, who made a viclous attack on his
life, and he was preserved only by the ar-
rival of a detail of police.

The colored Christian is as devious in his
ways as his white brother in Christ. An
African Methodist congregationin an Ohio
town secured the city hall to hold the dedi-
cation services of their ‘‘new’’ church, and
by advertising that Booker T. Washington,
the well-known educator, would bepresent
and address the meeting, managed to sell a
falrly 1irge number of tickets of admission.
But Booker T'. Washington was not there,
and it is said by neighbors that he wasnot
expected ; neither did the colored congre-
gation have a new church to dedicate; they

"had only been shingling the old one.

Whether or not marriageis a success, it
proved disastrous to the Rev. E. Bruce
Price of the Bethany Baptist church, Cam-
den, N, J., for the young minister was so
infatuated with his bride that he neglected
all the other women of his parish, and the
irateladiesforced him to resign. Previous
to his marriage, it is said, he was active,
energetic, and magnetic, but lost all these
gifts during his protracted honeymoon.

The National Tube Company of McKees-
port, Pa., has given the ministers some-
thing to talk about by announcing that its
mills will be run on Sundays. The com-
pany has a press of orders, and the men are
willing to work; but there is on the statute
books of Pennsylvania a ‘‘blue law’’ en-
acted in 1774 which provides a fine and
costs as a penalty for worldly employment
on the Sabbath. and the ministers threaten
to appeal to this law.

At Olympia, Wash., last week, the Puget
Sound Methodist Conference adopted reso-
lutions condemning the so-called ** Higher
Criticism,’’ and denouncing the Garrett
Biblical Institute and Boston Theological
Seminary, which are held to be exponents
of ideas in conflict with teachings of the
Bible. When the Puget Sound Methodist
makes known his displeasure at their pro-
ceedings, it is well for the Higher Critics to
pause and ascertain whither they are drift-
ing. )

There is reported to be much excitement
in Dover, Okla., over the egging of the
Methodist pastor of that parish. The per-
sons who committed the assault on the
preacher and his wife assembled at the
parsonage with a quantity of eggs, opened
the door, and hurled them in. Severaleggs
struck the minister, and one struck his
wife, and she fainted. The cause of the
egging is said to be a chugch trouble. The
sufferer from religious emotions thus exhal-
ing themselves in bad eggs is the Rev. Mr.
Sydman. :

Mrs. Ford, a believer in faith cure, died
in White Plains, N. Y., last week without
medical attendance. The doctor who made
a post-mortem examination reports: ‘I
believe that death was the result of misdi-
rected attentions and neglect of the or-
dinary common-sense methods of relief for
the diseased condition under which the
woman had labored for the past eighteen
months.”” Mrs. Ford resided in the home
of J. Luther Pierson, who was some months
ago convicted for allowing bis child to die
under similar conditions of neglect.

*“ Upon thorough investigation I am sat-
isfied that the statements which I made on
Sunday night last regarding the dinner
party held the Saturday night preceding
were contrary to facts, and I hereby retract
them with full apology to all injured par-
ties.” Thus does the Rev. John M. Rich of
Hackensack, N. J., withdraw his remarks
about persons whom he had denounced
from his pulpit as ‘‘a drunken mob,”’
“*desecrators of the Sabbath,’” and ‘“‘a
disgrace to the town.”” The persons so
characterized happened to be alive and able
to demand an apology or make the dominie
stand for serious consequences.

There are well-founded reports of exces-
sive marriage charges on the part of Cath-
olic priests in the interior of Mexico, where
young men are ‘‘sized up’’ to see what they
will stand. In some cases, says the Mex.
ican Herald, sensible grooms have refused
to pay from $800 to $1,500, and have gone
to the United States, where priests were
happy to perform the religious ceremony
for $25 gold, or say, $52 silver. The civil
marriage, which alonelegitimatizeschildren
and provides for the due and orderly inher-
itance of property in Mexico, is always in
order, and many people are contenting

‘Magistrate Cornell.

themselves with what the law says is suffi-
cient.

Intrying a case of fatal negligence under
Christian Science in Toronto the crown at-
torney, after declaring that ‘‘this ¢ Chris-
tlan Science,’ as set out in Mrs. Eddy’s
book, is the most damnable blasphemy I
ever heard or read,’”’ proceeded to justify
his characterization by reading some speci-
men passagesfrom *‘ Science and Health.”
He had not proceeded far when the magis-
trate on the bench broke in with, *Is that
woman still at large?”’ ¢‘Yes,” replied the
crown attorney, ‘‘and she got this mes-
sage from God copyrighted.” Thereupon
the magistrate remarked, ‘“Oh!’’ and ad-
ded, **That shows she is sane enough in
one respect.’” The preliminary inquiry
ended with a commitment of the dead
boy’s father for trial.

The Rev. Mr. Swallow of Pennsylvania,
who polled a large number of votes on the
Prohibition ticket a few years ago, as can-
didate for state treasurer, is thus charac-
terized by a resolution adopted at a recent
meeting in Harrisburg: ‘‘ Resolved, That
Silas C. Swallow, editor of the so-called
Pennsylvania Methodist, “deserves to be
pilloried as an enemy to these United
States of America, and that his name
should only be mentioned with those of
Judas and Cain, Benedict Arnold, Wilkes
Booth, Guiteau, Czolgosz, and the other
traitors. assassins, liars, and vile traducers
of character who have blackened the pages
of the world’s history.”” The uncomplimen-
tary resolution is supposed to have been
written by another minister, the Rev. C. V.
Hartzell.

The Social Alliance of Boston has ad-
dressed to Governor Odell of New York a
petition beginning as follows: ‘“We hereby
respectfully submit for your consideration
reasons for commuting the sentence of
death passed on Leon Czolgosz to one of
life imprisonment. The motive of the peti-
tion is no sentimental sympathy with the
condemned man, much less the upholding
of any form of Anarchism of which heis
said to be a disciple; but the belief that the
ends of justice, the vindication of the law,
and the higher interests of civilization will
be better served by this change in the form
of the penalty.”” The petition of course
will not be granted, but its sentithents are
no discredit to the petitioners. Thereisa
spirit rife among professed Christians
which demands that the culprit be con-
demned to hours of agony before he is
granted the relief of death.

Anthony Comstock made the mistake of
thinking that he was the whole court, the
other day, and got himself sat upon by
Cemstock telephoned
to the West Side police court at half-past
three that he had caught a man in the at-
tempt to destroy the social fabric by run.
ning a nickel-in-the-slot machine, and he
wanted the court kept open till he got
there. ‘‘This court will close promptly at
4 o'clock,’” said Magistrate Cornell. Com-
stock rushed into the court-room at 3:47
o’'clock. He had a man named Halleran
with. him as prisoner. Magistrate Cornell
disposed of the case very quickly by ad-
journing the hearing until the next morn-
ing. Comstock turned to the prisoner and
said: “ Have you yourbondsman with you?
If you have not you cannot get out to-
night. Be- sure to have him here to-mor-
row.” *‘I am running this court, Mr. Com-
stock,”’ saild Magistrate Cornell. ¢ No as-
sistance is required. The prisoner does not
need his bondsman to-night, for he is not
under bail. He is paroled until to-mor-
row.”” Comstock stroked his whiskers and
doubtless swore some under his breath as
Halleran walked out of the court.

News of the Week.

A race war in Harrison county, Texas,
is reported to have led to the lynching of
five negroes and the killing of a white
man.

The German mission at Piangthong,
northeast of Kwangtung, China, has been
attacked and burned by natives. The mis
sionaries escaped.

Tammany has nominated Edward M.
Shepard of Brooklyn as candidate for
mayor of Greater New York. Mr. Shepard
is a respectable citizen.

Mayor Harrison of Chicago has forbid-
den Emma Goldman to speak in public
during her stay in Chicago. Emma de-
clares that she will speak in private.

An ordinance passed by the city council
of Grinnell, Ia., makes it unlawful for two
or more p3rsons to congregate within the
city limits for the purpose of drinking beer.

" Two mnegro lads suspected of a murder
were lynched by a mobin Shelbyville, Ky.,
Oct. 1. On the same date a man charged
with assault was lynched in Helena, Mont.

Jacob Rehm, an inmate of the veteran
soldiers’ home at Dayton, O., spoke ill of
McKinley and was dishonorably dis-
charged from the home. Then he hanged
himself. )

The strike in San Francisco, inaugurated
to force the Drayman’s Associatior of em-
ployers to hire only union teamsters, has
been settled. The men go back to work
without having gained their demand.

The widow Smith of Mill Creek, S. C.,
refused to marry Albert N. Terry. Both
worship in the same church, and the next
time they met in meeting there he shot her
through the back and then killed himself.

The Paris correspondent of the London
Times says only a little more than half the
16,468 religious establishments in France
have submitted to the new Law of Associa-
tions. Six hundred nuns have gone to
Spain.

The destruction of the German Lu-
theran church at Accident, Md., by
lightning is by some of its members called
a judgment of the Lord, because the build-
ing was struck whilediscord reigned in the
congregation.

The Socialist labor party of Hudson
county, in New Jersey, has nominated
candidates, but conducts its campaign un-
der difficulties. The authorities think that
Socialists are the same thing as Anarchists,
and will not allow the orators to speak on
the streets.

The Columbia saved the cup by winning
three straight from Shamrock II. In the
three races there was barely a total of five
minutes difference in the time of the yachts,
although they sailed an aggregate of up-
wards of one hundred miles. Sir Thomas
Lipton says his disappointment at not lift-
ing the cup is less than would have been
his joy had he won it. A Scotch syndicate
promises to challenge next year, which is
serious, the Scotch being a people of much
pertinosity.

Anarchist Johann Most is free again,
there being no evidence on which to hold
him. Free Society,the Anarchist paper of
Chicago, the publishers of which were held
temporarily on suspicion of complicity in
thecrime of Czolgosz, has resumed publica-
tion, although it is said to have been de-
nied mail privileges. Joseph S. Cada, the
publisher of the anarchistic weekly called
New Century, also of Chicago, was ar-
rested Oct. 1 on & warrant charging him
with using the United States mails for im-
proper purposes.
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ARETHE BLUE LAWS MYTHICAL

THE RECORDS OF THE COLONIES
SAY THEY ARE NOT.

Men in Large Nnmbers Fined for Walking or Riding
Unnecessarily on Snnday, and for ¢ Riding Vie-
lently to and from Meeting?’—* Publiguely”’ Kiss-
ing Your Wife Condemned as Lewd and Unseemly
Behavior—President Washingion Detained by a
Tything-man While Traveling in Connecticut.

To the Editor of The Truth Seeker.

I inclose you a clipping from the Pittsburg Dispatch.
I have supposed from my former readings of The Cruth
Seeker that those Blue Laws were a fact. If you take any
notice of this I would like very much to have the article.
Of course. as long as I stay herein Canada, I cannot take
The Truth Seeker. Very truly yours,

Vancouver, B. C. NELSON SMITH.

From the Pittsburg Dispatch.

Critics of recent Sunday regulations established
by Recorder A. M. Brown have been assiduously
talking of the ‘‘blue laws.”” In saying that the
recorder is reviving the ‘‘blue laws” they
ascribe to him the impossible feat of reviving
something that never existed. It is not generally
known, perhaps, that New England or any of the
original colonies in their periods of the greatest
severity néver had such a code as the blue laws.
The ‘“blue laws” constituted a book that was
written by one Rev. Samuel A. Peters In England
after his obnoxious Toryism had resulted in his
being compelled to flee from America. . His book
was written In a spirit of revenge and satire,

Rev. S. A. Peters was educated at Yale College,
but became an obstinate Tory. Iu 1774 he be-
came so obnoxious to the Sons of Liberty that he
was threatened with tar and feathers and fled first
to Boston and afterwards to England, where he
stayed until 1805. He was indignantatthe colony

* he formerly inhabited and in revengeful spirit
ridiculed their laws by deliberately falsifying
them and having the book printed. Trumbull
calls them the ‘‘ forgeries’’ of Rev. Samuel Peters.
Even an authority that defends Peters savs of his
45 laws, “ Some came unchanged from New Eng-
land, a few were exaggerated, and the rest were
absolutely spurious.”

At times New Englanders were a bit extreme
in their capital crimes, but for every one of them
they have scriptural authority incorporated in the
code, Deuteronomy and Exodus being drawn
upon principally. Death was meted to any man
who worshiped any God not the Lord God. Again
it reads: ‘‘If any man or woman be a witch he or
she must be putto death.” Blasphemy was pun-
ishable bv death in New England. But one seeks
in vain in the New England code the absurdities
now talked about as ‘“‘blue laws.” They came

from Peters. .

IN REPLY,

We will give the facts in_this matter and allow
our correspondent to judge for himself whether
the Pittsburg Dispatch {s speakingthe wholetruth
when it denies the blue laws.

The Blue Laws of Connecticut* is a title given
the legistation of that Commonwealth by the Rev.
Samuel Paters, who parodied its laws in a volume
published many years ago, and so cleverly was
the parody worded that even now but few know
whether the laws he quoted were or were not
actual legislation by the lawmakers of Connecti-
cut. They were not, but, while they were not,
the bona fide laws were evervy whit as blue as
those he alleged to have been in existence. Oune of
the laws best known as a Connecticnt Blue Law
is a prohibition of mothers from kissing their
children of Sunday, or on that day erroneously
called by the Puritans the Sabbath. While there
never was stuch a statute in Connecticut, there
were laws similarly tyrannical, for it is on record
that men were fined for kissing thelr wives pub-
liclv on that day. Alice Morse Earl, in her in-
teresting volume, “The Sabbath in Puritan New
England,” writes of the Blue Laws:

‘““ Though these laws w-re worded by Dr.
Peters, and though we are disgusted to hear them
so ofteu quoted as historical facts, still we must ac-
kuowledge that though in detail not correct they
are in spirit true records of the Puritan laws
which were enacted to enforce the strict and dec-

* The Truth Szeker publishes a pamphlet . entitled
*The Blus Laws of Counecticut,”” whereinthe laws are
quoted and pictures given showing how they were en-
forced. Price, 25 cents. N o

orous observance of the Sabbath, and which were
valid not only in Connecticut and Massachusetts,
but in other New England states. Even a care-
less glance at the historical record of any old
town or church will give plenty of details to prove
this.”

The laws we here quote justify this assertion,
and the records of the courts prove it beyond
question. These courts had wide latitude in pun-
ishing offenses against religion and Puritan mor-
ality, and written statutes were not necessary in
order to fine, whip, and Imprison those who devi-
ated from the Paritan standard of conduct. The
actual statutes of Connecticut were as blue as
anything the Rev.Samuel Peters could imagine,
and it is only that the people were unacquainted
with these laws that they were aroused when Mr.
Peters parodied them. There wasthen awakened
in the minds of his readers undisguised contempt
for the people who could enact them, and much
indignation and condemnation has been wasted
upon a set of laws which never existed, while
most tyrannical statutes which were real have
gone unnoticed and their sponsors uncondemned.

When the Rev. Mr. Peters wrote his volume he
was-in England, and he probably wrote from
memory, with no copy of the Connecticut Code
by him. Asa New England clergyman he knew
what the practice was as to Sabbath observance,
and the practice reflected the laws, or the laws the
practice, as one pleases. And the practice was
“blue” indeed, as were the punishments for Sab-
bath breaking.

The rules against housework, kissing, and
riding, which the Post-Dispatch quotes, had all
the effect of legal enactments. As to the first, the
Puritans from sunset on Saturday until Sunday
night, would not shave, have rooms swept, nor
beds made, nor food prepared, nor cooking uten-
sils and table-ware washed. Men in large num-
“bers were fined for walking and riding unneces-
sarily on Suuday, and for riding ‘¢ violently to
and from meeting.” That is why Mr. Peters put
the word * reverently” in his alleged statute. As
late as 1831, a lady journeying to her father’s
house in Lebanon, Conu., was fined for unneces-
sary traveling on the Sabbath. And Captain
Kemble of Boston, in 1656, was kept for two
hours in the public stocks for his lewd and un-
seemly behavior in * publiquely ” kissing his wife
on Sunday. His wife met him upon the doorstep
when he returned from a three years’ voyage, and
they scandalized the neighbors with the warmth
of their greeting. In 1670 two lovers of New
Loudon, Conn., were accused and tried for ¢ sit-
ting together on the Lord’s day under an apple
tree In Goodman Chapman’s orchard.”

The tithing-man could arrest any who walked
or rode too fast a pace to and from meeting, and
he could arrest any who ‘“walked or rode un-
necessarily on the Sabbath.” Great and small
alike were under his control, as this notice from
the ‘“Columbian Centinel” of December, 1789,
abundantly proves. It isentitled ‘ The President
and the Tithing man”

“The President [George Washington], on his
return to New York from his late tour through
Connecticut, having missed his way on Saturday,
was obliged to ride a few miles on Sunday morn-
ing in order to gaim the town at which he had
proposed to have attended divine service. Before
he arrived, however, he was met by a tithing man,
who, commanding him to stop, demanded the oc-
casion of his riding; and it was not until the
President had informed him of every circumstance
and promised to go no further than the town in-
tended that the tithing-man would permit him to
proceed on bis journey.”

The following is a list of the Sabbath Day
offenses taken cognizance of by the authorities,
and the punishment meted out. It i{s compiled
from ¢ The Sibbath in Puritan New England,”
taken from church and court records.
necessary for the state legislature to make laws of
the “ blue” variety for these minor offenses. The
| town governments, which were one with church
governments, looked after the people with care.
In those days each person knew his neighbor’s
business thoroughly. The ministers ruled with
severity, the ‘“tythingmen” and constables were
their willing servants, and the courts punished
Sabbath-breaking and offenses agalnst religion as
a parent would deal with erring children for
breaches of conduct. It was a very paternal gov-
ernment, as a stern parent wielding the rod, with
no intention of spoiling the child by sparing it.

In New London, in the latter part of the seven-
teeuth century, a man was fined for catching eels

ou Sunday; another was ¢ fined twenty shillings
for sailing a boat on the Lord’s Day.” ’

It was not

In Plymouth a man was “ sharply whipped ”
for shooting fowl on Sunday; another was fined
for carrying a grist of corn home on ‘the Lord’s
Day, and the miller who allowed him to -take it
was also fined. Elizabeth Eddy of the same town

was fined, in 1652, ‘* ten shillings for wringing and

hanging out clothes.” A Plymouth man, for at-
tending to his tar-pits on the Sabbath, was set In
the stocks. James Watt, in 1658, was publicly
reproved ‘‘ for writing a note about common busi-_
ness on the Lord’s Day, at least In the evening
somewhat too soon.” A Plymouth man who drove
a yoke of oxen was ¢‘ presented ’ beforethe court,
as was also another offender who drove some cows
a short distance ‘‘ without need *’ on the Sabbath.
In Newbnry, in 1646, Aquila Chase and his wife
were fined for gatherlng peas from ‘their own
garden on the Sabbath. In Warebam, in 1772,
William Estes acknowledged himself « guilty of
racking hay on the Lord’s Day ’ and was fined ten
shillings; and in 1774 another Wareham citizen,
for a breach of the Sabbath in ‘puling apples,”
was fined five shillings. A Dunstable soldler, for
“ wetting a piece of an old hat to put in his shoe”
to protect his foot, was fined and paid forty shil-
lings. :

A Malne man who was rebuked and fined for
““unseemly walking’” on the Lord’s Day pro-
tested that he ran to save a man from drowning.
The court made him pay his fine. In 1720 Samuel
Sabin complained of himself before a justice in
Norwich that he visited on Sabbath night some
relative at a neighbor’s house. In 1659 Sam
Clarke, for ‘“ hankering about on men’s gates on
Sabbath evening to draw company out to him,”
was reproved and warned not to ‘‘ hardea his
neck ’” and be ‘“ wholly destroyed.”

As late as 1774 the ‘ First Church ” of Roxbury
(Mass.) fined its members for non-attendance. In
1651 Thomas Scott was ‘‘fyned ” ten shillings
unless he ‘‘ have learned Mr. Norton’s Chatachise
by the next Court.” In 1760 the legislature of
Massachusetts passed the law that ‘“‘any person
able of Body who shall absent themselves from
publick worship of God on the Lord’s Day
shall pay ten shillings fine.”” By the Connecticut
code the fine was the same, and the law was not
suspended till 1770, By the New Haven code five
shillings was the fine for non-attendance at church,
and the offender was often punished otherwise as
well. Sometimes, however, the court increased
the fine, as Captain Dennison, one of New Haven'’s
most popular and respected citizens, pald fifteen
shillings forabsence from church. Willlam Blag-
den, who lived in New Haven In 1647, was
“brought up” for absence from meeting. He
pleaded that he had fallen into the water late on
Saturday, could light no fire on Sundav to dry his
clothes, and so had lain in bed to keep warm
while his only sult was drying. He was con-
victed of “ sloathefulpess *’ for this, and sentenced
to be ‘‘ publicquely whipped.”

The treatment of the Quakers under the Blue
Laws is thus described bv the anthor of “ The
Sabbath in Puritan New England ”: ‘¢ Of course,
the Quakers coutributed liberally to the support
of the court, and were fined in great numbers for
refusing to attend the church which they hated,
and which also warmly abhorred them; and they
were zealouslv set in the stocks, and whipped and
cared and pillorled as well—whipped if they came
and expressed any dissatisfaction, and whipred if
thev staved awav.” . ‘

The Puritansincluded Saturday evening in their
holy day. finding scriptural suprort for thelr con-
duct In the words, “ The evening and the morning
were the first day.” In the first Colonial- years
Governor Endlcott received these instructions

.from the New Evgland Plantation Company:

¢“ And ‘to the end that the Saheth may be cele-
brated in a religlous manner wee appoint that all
may surcease their labor every Satterday through-
out the yeare at three of the clock In the affer-
noone. and that they spend the rest of the day in
chatechizing and preparaceon for the Saheth as
the ministers shall direct.” Archibald Hender-
sop, the master of a vessel which entered the port
of Bostou, complained to the Council for Foreign
Plantations when he returned to Iondonm, that
while he ‘was in Boston, being Ignorant of the
laws, and having walked balf an hour after sunset
on Saturdav night, as punishment for this unin-
tentional offense.a constable entered bis lodgings,
selzed him by the hair of his head, and dragged
him to prison. .
Some of the regulations which Mr. Peters put
into the form of a ‘““blue lJaw *’ were those agajnst
the use of the “ Creature called Tobacko.” Tn the
very earliest days of the colony means had been
taken to prevent the planting of the pernicious
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weed except in very small quantities ‘‘ for meere
necessitie, for phisick, for preseruaceon of health,
and that the same be taken privatly by auncient
men.” InConuecticut a mancould by permission
of the law smoke once if he went on a jonrney of
ten miles, but never more than once a day, and
never in another man’s house. The use of
tobacco was absolutely forbidden under any cir-
cumstances on the Sabbath within two miles of
the meeting-house. Violators of this rule were
fined ten shillings, and in Portsmouth were set
as jallbirds in the cage.

Criticising or disparaging ministers also consti-
tuted an offense punishable under the ‘blue
laws.” In Sandwich a man was publicly whipped

~ for speaking deridingly of God’s words and ordi-
nances as taught by the minister of the town.
Mistress Oliver was forced to stand in public with
a cleft stick on her tongue for *reproaching the
elders.” A New Havenman was severely whipped
for declaring that he hadreceived no benefit from
the minister’s sermon. In 1%44 William Howes
and his son were fined fifty shillings ‘¢ apeece for
deriding such as sing In the congregation, tearm-
ing them fooles.” In 1631 Philip Ratcliffe, for
‘“ speaking against the churches,” had his ears
cut off, was whipped and banished.

Of course, blasphemy was punished, and it did

not require that the objectionable expressions
should be directed agalnst the deity to insure
rapld punishment for the blasphemer. One man
in Hartford, for his ‘‘filthy and profane expres-
slons,” namely, ‘‘that hee hoped to meet some of
the members of the Church In Hell before long,
and he did not question but hee should,” was
‘““commlitted to prison, there to be kept in safe
custody till the sermon, and then to staud the
tim= thereof in the pillogy, and after sermon to be
severely whipped.” Twa women of Wells were
p1aished in 1669 ‘‘for uslng profane speeches in
their common talk; asin making answer to several
questions their auswer is, The Devil a bit.” Ia
1640, in Spriugfi:ld, Goody Gregory, being pro-
voked, abused her annoyer, and said, ¢ Before
God I coulde breake thy heade!” She was fined
and set in the stocks.

For some offenses, such as ‘‘ speaking deridingly
of the minister’s powers,” as was done in Ply-
mouth; ‘‘ casting uncharitable reflections on the
minister,” as did an Andover man, and also for
absenting one’s self from church services; for
‘“sloathfulness,” for ¢ walking orofanely,” for
spoiling hides when tanning and refusing ex-
planation thereof; for being ‘‘ given too much to
Jearlngs,” for “Slanndering,” for being a “Make-
bavte,” for ‘‘ronging naibors,” for “being too
Prouie,” for “s13nitions of stealing plunes,” for
“paishnouse Sq1erilouse Olyouse wordes,’’ and for
“lvelng,’” church members were not only fined
and puuaished, but were deprived of partaking of
the sacrament, thus showing how completely the
church dominated the government.

Auntiquity of Man.

We have in Egypt an unbroken chain of historic
record hauded down from haud to hand from 5000
B¢, and a chaln of actual objects made and
handled, going back about two thousand years
more, giving us a view of about ¢ coo years un-
broken in human history. )

Yat w2 are far from the begluning. There are
traces which still show that civilization must
hiwva com: in from aarther country—hHut from
where w2 have not the slightest idea —with cop-
per and fine work in flint and good pottery.

In the earliest graves figures of a race of the
bushman type were found, similar to those found
both in Fraunce and Malta, proving that the race
extendad ovar Africa aud into Europe. These
ware fizares of women captured from the earlier
race.

The climate of Egvpt was totally different from
what it is to.day, and the rainfall fertilized what
is now a desert,and atimals of which all trace is
now lost inhabited the country.

Other lands might show an age of man more
rem»te by phaysical evidences, but nowhere can
w3 feel more plainly the certainty of the age of
man than where g,000 years of continuous re-
m1ins does not bring us into the vast periods of
thnse climatic and geological changes through
which man has keot up the chain of life to the
present day.—Prof. Flinders Petrie, Egyptologist.

The sect to which I belong think it is better
fora mau to go wrong in freedom than to go
right in chains; and look upon the observance of
inflexible justice between man' and man as of far
greater importance thau even the preservation of
soclal order.—Thomas H. Huxley.

“fall,

“THE ETERNAL CITY.”

Hall Caine’s Romance,* which the Socialists Approve
and the Catholic Church Does Not.

The Truth Seeker has received from the pub-
lishers a copy of this work. There is no denying
the author’s ability to write a readable story.
About the value of the book, except as a time-
killer, there Is sure to be a difference of opinion
among its readers. . .

The gist of ‘“The Eternal City,” which has
Rome for its scene, is briefly glven. Through the
efforts of a humanizing socialism and the surren-
der of all temporal power by a pope, known as
Pius X., the young king of Italy abdicates, and a
republic drawing its creed fromthe Lord’s Prayer
and the Ten Commandments is established on the
principles of the fatherhood of God and the
brotherhood of man. - :

The scene opens in London, where Prince Vol-
onna, exiled for conspiring against the Italian
government, lives under the name of Dr. Rosselli,
with his English wife and little daughter, Roma.
He rescues from starvation a boy named David
Leone, whom the reader, after due suspense,
learns is the son of Pope Pius X. David Leone
becomes a disciple of Volonna. The latter is

‘tricked into returning to Italy so that his estates

may become the inberitance of his next of kin,
Baron Bonelli, whom we discover as minister of
interior and president of the council, and actual
dictator of Italy. Volonna dies a prisonerin Elba.
David Leone,condemned in contumacy, reappears,
when the scene of the story shifts to Rome, as a
deputy under the name of David Rossi. In the
meantime the Baron has discovered Roma (the
daughter of Volonna) in London and establishes
her In Rome as his ward. His own wife is in an
insave asylum and he looks upon Roma as his
affianced. Their relations are not free from scan-

" dal, and Rossi alludes to them In a public speech.

Both the Baron and Roma set out to ruin the
deputy. Roma discovers the real identity of her
slanderer at their first interview, just as he dis-
covers hers. In future meetings Rossi tells
Roma the real story of her father’s life and the
part that the Baron played in causing his down-
Roma then tries to obstruct the conspiracy
agalnst Rossi, for she loves him. The attach-
ment is mutual. As complications thicken; Rossi
is obliged to leave Rome. The Baron, taking
occasion to remind Roma of his former relations
with her, overwhelms the girl with remorse, and
she vainly tries to impart the secret to Rossi.
Through the machinatious of the church and a
violation of the secrecy of the confessional, she is
induced to betray him as the convicted Leone.
He is apprehended as he crosses the frontier, but
escapes and rushes to her for an explanation.
The Baron is there, and declares himself to be
her natural husband. The two inen fight and the
Baron Is killed. Roma assumes the responsibility
for his death and is tried and convicted. Rossi
seeks sanctuary in the Vatican. The troops sent
to seize him become demoralized when the pope
appears before them and relinquishes all temporal
power, and In the general confusion the monarchy
is overthrown. Roma, who has been rapidly fail-
ing from a hereditary disease, dies in her prison.

The end of the story is disappointing, for Rossli,
its hero, had certainly won the gift of the presi-
dency of the new republic, and should have ac-
cepted it when offered bim, instead of shirking
the responsibility of office and running away.
Moreover Rossi showed himself a recreant when
he repudiated bis wife, Roma, on learning that
she had on a single occasion, before she knew
him, been surprised and forced into yielding to
Bonelli, the man whom Rossi killed. A happy
union between the heroine, her fatber’s estates be-
ing restored to her, and the hero, the latter occu-
pying the presidential chair, would be a consum-
mation the missing of which is hardly to be
atoned for by the pope’s renunciation of a tem-
poral power he does not passess and the substitu-
tion of Caine’s republic for a constitutional mon-
archyv. '

¢ The Eternal City ” began as a serial in Pear-
son’s. but the publisher dropped it out of his
magazine incomplete because he thought it

immoral.

- A few selections are bere made from the text of
the story. ‘

“Temporal government by the pope, whether in Rome
or throughout the world, could only be established on a

*Tue EternaL Crty. By Hall Caine. In nine parts,
with prologue and epilogue.. Pp. 638, New York:
D. Appleton & Co. $1.50.

basis of the pope’s absolutism in principle if notin prac-
tice, on a basis of the pope’sinfallibility in fact as well as
in dogma : while the theory of democracy is to banish the
ignis fatuus of absolutism and infallibility whether in
pope or king. No, there is no alliance between the cause
of the people and the temporal claims of the papacy.
There is war, bitter war. The one belongs to the future,
the other to the past, and the papacy as a temporal power
is doomed by every law of progress. The leaders of the
people do not ally themselves with a hope that is dead.”’

‘“And’ during this age-long rebellion against the sover-
eignty of the world, what has the church been doing ? The
church belongs to the people, Its founder was a man of
the people. He was called the Son of Man. He was
born poor. lived poor, and had compassion upon the mul-
titude. Has the church declared itself on the side of the
people? What is the word of life which the churchspeaks
to a sick and suffering world? The church tells you to
be content with your lot, to be patient and resigned, to
respect the laws of civil authority, to believe that human
society is impressed with the stamp and character which
God meant to give it. .

‘“T'he church tells you that you must never be seditious,
that vou must cultivate religion, that you must find in the
prospect of another world consolation for the'trials of this
one. If you are rich, you must give alms to the poor. If
you are poor, you must submit to the rich. Whether you
are rich or poor you must be obedient to the bishops, and
bow your knee to the authority of the pope. Such is the,
word of life which the church gives to a sick world
through the mouth of its sovereign pontiff. Are you con-
tent with thece admonitions? When you asked for bread
bave they given you a stone?”

““Is it possible that I can ever have believed those
fables?

‘Churches, basilicas, religious ceremonials, bells,
priests. popes —thev are all lies. Who said the world was
ruled by justice? What fool invented tbe fictiop of a benefi-
cent Providence? It must have been some monk in a
couvent who had not yet learned what it was to live."”’

Professor Haeckel in Java.

Prof. Ernst Haeckel’s latest publication con-
tains some curious information about the ‘¢ hu-
man monkey” of Java. An interesting specimen
of the young gibbon was watched bv Professor
Haeckel at his own house in Java. The species
Is found only in this island, and Is properly called
Hylobales leuciscus. The natives call it ‘“0a,” on
account of the characteristic sound it vtters.

When standing it is scarcely taller than a child
of six. The head is comparatively small, and the
walist is slender. The legs are short and the arms
much longer. The face is more buman than. that

"of the orang outang.

Professor Haeckel says: ‘‘Its physiognomy re-

.minded me of the manager of an insolvent bank

pondering with wrinkled brow over the resnlts
of a crash. Distrust of the ‘oa’ toward all white
Europeans is very noticeable. On the other band,
he was on terms of intimate friendship with the
Malavs In our household, especially with the
small children. He never crawled on all fours
when tired of running, but stretched on the
grass beneath the tronical sun, with one arm
under his bead. When I held tasty foed just out
of 'his reach he cried like a nanghty child, ¢ buite,
buite,” a sound altogether different from ‘oa, ca,’
with which he expressed various emotions. He
had a third and more shrill sound when he was
suddenly trightened. The speech of these buman
monkevs has not manv different sounds, hut they
are modulated and altered in tone and strength
with a number of repetitions. The animals also
use many gestures, motions with thelr bands, and
grimaces. which are so expressive in mannerttat
a careful ohserver can detect thelr different wishes
and varions emotions. .

“Mv specimen lHiked sweet wine. He grasped
a cup in both hands and drank like a child. He
peeled bananas and oranges just as we were sc-
customed to don, holding the fruit in his left hand.
Most of the Malays do not regard the gibbon and
orang outang as brutes. They believe the former
are bewitched men and the latter crimirals who
have been changed to monkeys as a punishment.
Others think they are men in the course of
metempsychosis.” '

THE Most FLAGRANT CrRIME —Of all Injurles
and crimes the most flacrant is chargeable to him
who aims to establish dominion over his brethren.
. . . No injurv can egnal that which Is perpe-
trated by him who would break down and sub-
jugate the human mind; who would rob men of
self-reverence; who would bring them to stand
more in awe of outward authoritv than of reasecn
and conscience in their own souls; who would
make himself a standard and law for his race, and
shape bv force or terror the free spirits of otbers
after his own judgment and will—William E.
.Channing. :

Send for Catalogue of?ur publications, Sent
free on application. ‘
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F THEY WILL SEND US THE NAME AND ADDRESS OF ANY FREE-
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The Truth Seeker not being published as a business enterprise,
for profit, but for the good that it can do, needs and solicits aid
fromall friends of mental liberty., All moneyreceived is devoted
to circulating Liberal literature. Contributions of whatever
amouut are t%:ankfully welcomed and carefully used for the ben-
efit of Freethought.

OBJECTS.

It is the object of The Truth Seeker to educate the peo-
ple out of religious superstition. It denles the inspira-
tion and infallibility of the Bible, and asserts the human
origin of that book. It denies the existence of the theologi-
cal heaven and hell, but as to the existence and immortal:::iy
of the soul neither affirms nor denies. It walits for evi-
dence.

The Truth Seeker upholds the theory of Evolution, be-
lHeving that in its the solution of the question of the origin,
grow&, and development of the animal kingdom, includ-
Ing man. The Truth Seeker believes that the answer to
the questions Whence? and Whither? can be given only by
Science.

The Truth Seeker holds that morality and ethics—or
man'’s relation to man—are entirely independent of creed
or religion, and are founded on rules developed by ex-
perience.

In current politics The Truth Seeker takes no side or
part, In general it holds to the principles of freedom
ennnciated by the Founders of this Republic.

The Truth Seeker believes in Free Speech, Free Press, .

and Free Mails; in full discussion of all sides of all sub-
jects, and affords those having new and worthy thoughts,
clearly stated, a generous and welcome hearing, each con-
tributor being responsible for his own opinions. We neither
indorse an idea by printing it, nor condemn it by exclusion.
The Truth Seeker is the recognized medium of com-
munication between the Liberals of the country, and is
edited each week for their information, instruction, enter-
tainment, and support against religious error and mental
nlave;y, and in maintenance of their equal civil and relig-

. {ous rights as citizens of the United States.
The Ed¥or invites communications on the subjects to
which these pages are devoted. Anonymous communica-

tions will not be regarded.

THE NINE DEMANDS OF LIBERALISM.

1. We demand that churches and other ecclesiastical
property shall be no longer exempt from taxation,

2, We demand that the employment of chaplains in
Congress, in state legislatures, in the navy and militia, and
in grisons, asylums, and all other institutions supported by
public money, shall be discontinued.

3. We demand that all public appropriations for educa-
tional and cHaritable institutions of a religious character
shall cease.

4. We demand that all religious services sustained by the
government shall be abolished; and especially that the use
of the Bible in the public schools, whether ostensibly as a
.ext-book or avowedly as a book of religious worship, shall
be prohibited.

5. We demand that the appointment, by the president of
the United States or by the governorsof the various states,

s>f all religious festivals and fasts shall wholly cease.

6. We demand that the judicial oath in the courts and all
sther departments of the government shall be abolished,
and that simple affirmation under the pains and penalties
of perjury shall be established in its stead.

7. We demand that all laws directly or indirectly en-
forcing the observance of Sunday as the Sabbath shall be
repealed.

‘8. We demand that all laws looking to the enforcement
‘¢ of Christian” morality shall be abrogated, and that all
laws shall be conformed to the requirements of natural
morality, equal rights, and Impartial libe

9. We demand that not only in the Constitutions of the
United States and of the several states, but also in the prac-
tical administration of the same, no privilege o1 advantage
ghall be conceded to Christianity or any other special re-
ligion that our entire political system shall be founded
and administered on 2 purely secular basis; ar ! that what-
ever changes shall pr >~ necessary to this end thall be cor.-
sistently, unflinchingly. and promptly made.

If you have not the Truth Seeker Company’s eatalogue
of b>oks ssnd for one. If you know of anybody who,
yo1 think might buy Libzral books if he had 2 list, send
us his name

WHERE INGERSOLL STOOD.

In the report of a sermon by the Rev. Dr.
Breeden of Des Moines, Iowa, is the following:

*“Colonel Ingersoll, a short time before his death, said
toa frlend: ‘ We want a new party in this country.’
¢ What for?’ asked an interrogator. *‘For the abolition of
all laws.” ‘To begin over again?’ asked his friend. ‘No,
to leave it all blank.” Infidelity, then, is the first root of
anarchism. A sect that knows nolaw, is not afraid of
the hereafter, and which believes in getting all you can
while you live, is a dangerous sect for any form of gov-
ernment.”’

_The clergyman related the aboveanecdote in an
attempt to fasten the crime of assassination upon
Freethought. We do not suppose any reader
needs to ba told that Colonel ITugersoll never pro-
posed a new party for the abolition of all laws.
Theincidentisimaginary. Colonel Ingersoll wasa
believer in law, and at the same time a believer in
liberty. He thought the advocacy of assassina-
tion by any man a sign of insanity, and recom-
mended the lunatic asylum for the victims of that
delusion, as belng more merciful than the gallows.
Colonel Ingersoll’s views on Anarchism are to be
found in his published works, and we advise the
clergy to read and profit by them. There will not
then be so great a contrast between the moderate
aud humanitarian tone of the Infidel and the in-
flaimmatory and bloodthirsty utterances of the fol-
lowers of the prince of peace. ‘I have not,” said
Colonel Ingersoll, ‘‘the slightest sympathy with
the methods that have been pursued by Anarchists,
or by Socialists, or by any other class that has
resorted to force or intimidation. The ballot-box
is the place to assemble, The will of the people
can b2 made knowu in that way, and their willcan

- beexecuted. At the same time, I think I under-

stand what has produced the Anarchist, the So-
cialist, and the agitator. In the old country, a
laboring man, poorly clad, without quite enough
to eat, with a wife In rags, with a few children
asking for bread—this laboring man sees the idle
enjoying every luxury of this life; he sees on the
breast of ‘my lady’a boafire of dlamouds; he
sees ‘my lord’ riding in his park; he sees thou-
sands of people who from the cradle to the grave
do no useful act, add nothing to the intellectual
or the physical wealth of the world; he sees labor
living in the tenement house, in the hut; idleness
and nobility in the mansion and the palace; the
poor man a trespasser everywhere except upon
the street, where he is told to ‘ move on,’ and in
the dusty highways of the country. That man
naturally hates the governmeut—the government
of the few, the govarument that lives on the un-
paid labor of the mauy, the government that takes
the child from the parents, and puts him in the
army to fight the child of ancther poor man and
woman in some other country. These Anarchists,
theseSoclalists,these agitators have been naturally
produced. Allthe things of which I have spoken
sow in the breast of poverty the seeds of hatred
and revolution. These poor men, hunted by the
officers of the law, coruered, captured, impris-
oned, excite the sympathy of other poor men, and
if some are dragged to the gallows and hanged, or
beheaded by the gulillotine, they become saints
and martyrs, and those who sympathize with
them feel that they have the power, and only
the power of hatred—the power of riot, of
destruction—the power of the torch, of revolu-
tion, that is to say, of chaos and anarchy. The
injustice of the higher classes makes the lower
criminal. Then there is another thing. The mis-
ery of the poor excites in many noble breasts
sympathy, and the men who thus sympathize
wish to better the conditiou of their fellows. At
first they depend upon reason, upon calling the
attention of the educated and powerful to the
miseries of the poor. Nothing happens, no result
follows. The Juggernaut of soclety moves on,
aud the wretches are still crushed beneath the
gteat wheels. These men who are really good at
first, filled with sympathy, now become indignant
—they are malicious, then destructive and crimi-
nal. I do not sympathize with these methods,
but I do sympathize with the general object that

all good and generous people seek to accomplish
—namely, to better the condition of the human
race. Ouly the other day, at Boston, I said that
we ought to take into consideration the circum-
stances under which the Anarchists were reared;
that we ought to know that every man Is neces-
sarily produced; that man Is what he is, not by
accident but necessity; that soclety raises its own
criminals—that it plows the soil and cultivates
and harvests the crop. And it was telegraphed
that I had defended Anarchy. Nothing was ever
further from my mind. Thereis no place, asI
said before, for Anarchy in the United States. In
Russia it is another question; in Germany another
question. Every country that is governed by the
one man, or governed by the few, is the victim of
Anarchy. That 7zs Anarchy. That Is the worst
possible form of Socialism. The definition of
Socialism given Ry Its bitterest enemwy is, that
idlers wish to live on the labor and on the money of
others.. Is not this definition—a definition given
in hatred—a perfect definition of every monarchy
and of nearly every government in the world?
That Is to say: The idle few live on the labor and
the money of others.”

Colonel Ingersoll was wise enough to see that
soclety will have Anarchists, as it will have
diséase germs, to precisely the extent that it fur-
nishes the conditions under which they breed.
The minister thinks that discontent with govern-
ment is simply a matter of original sin or of nat-
ural depravity due to hardness of heart and
disbelief of certaln doctrines taught by the
church. That is the ‘way the French nobility
fooled itself, and no doubt the nobility of France
had just as picturesque plans for getting rid of
the disturbers as that of the Rev. Mr. Breener
and his brethren, who propose banishing them to
a foreign Island; but none of their plans worked,
and the harvest that had been sowed was reaped
in due season.

If Colonel Iugersoll was right in his view, the
philosopher at this time will not pay so much at-
tention to pursuing Anarchists, free or in combi-
natiou, as to discovering aud remedying, so far
as possible, the conditions which have produced
them. The ministers might ask themselves
whether the illiclt relations betweea church and
state maintained in this country are not partially
responsible for the breeding of degenerate patri-
ots.

ENEMIES OF LIBERTY.

In another place Mrs. Kate Austin of Caplinger
Mills, Missouri, expresses her dissent from The
Truth Seeker’s position regarding the deed of
Czolgosz and the best way of dealing with the
murderous school he represents. Let us see bow
far she is justified in her strictures.

We condemn the act of President McKinley’s
assassin because it was murder and all that the
word implies. It was a cowardly murder: with a
concealed weapon Czolgosz shot McKinley as the
latter put forth his haud in amity to grasp that of
his assissiu. Few men would shoot an enemy’s
dog that had bitten him, uuder such circum-
stances. It was a useless murder, for it raised to
the presideucy a man who can be depended upon
to carry out McKinley's policy in the direction
most criticised by Americans,or to inaugurate one
still less likely to meet the approval of those who
were dissatisfied before. Furthermore, by attribut-
ing his deed to the influeuce of spoken and pub-
lished opinions, Czolgosz has precipitated an attack
upon the freedom of press and of speech, and we
shall be extremely fortunate if during the next
decade we eujoy that liberty of utterance which
has prevailed during the last one.

Sirce experience shows that the election of a
citizen to the presidency exposes him as a target
for assassins, it might be no more than fair to
afford him extra protection, as we do, for exam-
ple, the carriers of United States mails. The par-
ticular law protecting the person of the chief
executive might not prove to be the one that
should work ‘“ injustice to Innocent people,” bu t
the act of violence giving rise to it would be made
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the excnse for both. That is what we mean when
we say that Czolgosz, in assassinating our Presi-
dent, has ‘‘ assassinated our liberties,” for that is
what happens when the innocent suffer with the
guilty. It is all very well to say that “no man can
kill liberty,” bnt we shonld suppose that the
Isaak family and Emma Goldman, in jail for the
crime of another, wonld be of a different mind.
They might be justified in thinking that if Czol-
gosz had not assassinated their liberty for the
time, he had come near striking it a fatal blow.

There is a powerfnl agitation in favor of the
most stringent laws against the exponents of the
doctrine of Anarchy; the agitators being alto-
gether blind, as we expect that the legislators
will prove to be, to the distinction, wide as the
world, bet ween philosophical or non-resistant An-
archy and the school that teaches ‘‘propaganda
by deed.” Already the bumptious Herr Most
and the innocwous Home colonists of the state
of Washington have been In the toils. A com-
prehensive law might also gather in such merely
literary Anarchisty as Mrs. Austin. If such
a condition of affairs, the direct outcome of
the act of President McKinley’s assailant, does not
constitute an assassinatiou of -liberty, it comes
near enough to it to justify the use of the phrase
on an occasion when emphatic langnage was de-
sired.

In asserting that we %Zzow her imprisoned com-
rades (meaning the publishers of Free Society
and Emma Goldman) to be innocent of complicity,
Mrs. Anstin ascribes to ns knowledge we do not
possess. We believe, however, that as rational be-
ings they have too mnch sense to think there is
anything to be gained for their canse by assassina-
tion, and have no donbt that when all the facts
are known their arrest will pass as an ontrage.
The police anthorities are not immnne from panic,
and snch things are bonnd to occnr so long as
Brescis and Czolgoszes assassinate kings and
presidents. '

The argnment that the jndge upon the bench
who condemns to death a man who has never in-
jnred him is as guilty as Czolgosz does not excnse
the latter. The line of reasoning pursned by Mrs,
Austin may lead her to that couclnsion; but what
then? Our jndges, if gnilty, will never be re-
formed by snch examples as Czolgosz has set
them.

We remain of the opinion that if capital pnn-
ishment is ever jnstifiable, it is so in the case of
President McKlnley’s assassin. It was a premed-
itated crime, by the perpetration of which the
criminal knowingly Incnrred the death penalty.
It was not done in the heat of passion or in self-
defense. The Truth Seeker does not, in revenge,
demand an eye for an eye, but having dne appre-
ciation of the sanctity of hnman life, it bows to the
necessity of adopting measnres calculated to in-
snre its safety. Mrs. Austin does not read this
paper if she really thinks it dares not to condemn
the spirit of mob-violence fostered by press and
pulpit. We say, as Judge Lewis of Buffalo said in
what was technically called his defense of the
prisoner, these exponents of lynch law ‘“are a
more dangerons class of the community than the
Anarchists about whom we read so mnch.”

THE CASE OF MRS. WILMANS.

After a week’s hearing before the assistant at-
torney-general at Washington, a frand order was
issued, Oct. 5, by Postmaster-General Smith
denying the nse of the malils to Helen Wilmans-

. Post of Seabreeze, Fla. The lady, best known as
Helen Wilmans, is a ploneer in the school of
healing known as Mental Science, and has grown
wealthy giving ‘““absent” and other treatment to
persons applying forit. Evldence at the hearing
tended to show that Mrs, Wilmans did not attend
to her correspondence personally beyond securing
the remittances, and that patients were answered
by amanuenses with a stereotyped form of reply
adapted to each class of cases.

This is a case where, we are convinced, the
postmaster-general has been over-zealons. The
services rendered to her patrons by Mrs. Wilmans

are of a psychological natnre, like those a Chris-
tian imagines he is getting from a minister or
priest who prays for him, or who takes his money
nnder an implied agreement to do so. Her absent
treatment surely is as legitimate as the masses,
dispensations, and indnlgences of the church; it
is worth just as much money, is eqnally effica-
clons, and like them, has the same virtne whether
the setvice Is actually rendered or not. Many
persons who have applied to this Mental Science
healer have done so merely by way of experiment,
and such an experiment must be as permissible as
that of trying a patent medicine. Many testify
that they have been and are still recelving benefit
from their correspondence with Mrs. Wilmans,
when all other treatment had failed; and assnredly
the post-office department cannot be justified in
stepping between a physician and a patient dnring
the progress of a recovery. However we may
regard those who send remittances to Mrs. Wil-
mans, whether as beneficiaries or as illustrators
of the precept that a fool and his money are soon
parted, government Interference can prové of no
avall. People who are kept from paying her to
think of them by having their money retnrned
will probably devote it to some pnrpose no more
remnnerative except in imaginary benefits.

. THE CONGRESS.

As The Truth Seeker goes to press on Monday,
no time is given this week for proper treat-
ment or extended report of the proceedings at the
Congress of the American Secnlar Union in
Buffalo, October 4, 5, and 6.

The officers of the Union for the ensning year
are as follows: President, E: M. Macdonald; sec-
retary, E. C. Reichwald; treasnrer, Henry White;
vice-presidents, L. K. Washbnrn, W. A. Crofint,
William Birney, Susan H. Wikon, J. D. Shaw, T.
B. Wakeman, and Etta Semple.

Two nniqne biblical theorles are set forth in re-
cent religious comment. There is the doctrine of

 the man named Runssell, of Allegheny, Pa., whom

the Lord has enlightened with the news that the
152,000,000 persons who, according to the gener-
ally accepted interpretation of the Bible, have died
sincethe creation without having any means of sal-
vation, will all come on earth againat theresnrrec-
tion and be offered a chance to be saved throngh
Christ. The prospect of their getting salvation
then will be mnch better than ever before, Mr.
Rnssell thinks, becanse the devil will be bound
instead of loose, making it easy to get religion.
Russell has to wrest the scriptnres somewhat to
work out his theory, but donbtless he thinks the
salvation of 152,000,000 heathens is worth some
sacrifice. )

The second pious vagary comes from Independ-
ence, Kansas, the originator being the Rev. A. D.
Madeira, who holds that ‘‘man has been deteri-
orating mentally, morally, and physically since
the creation, and that he is now fnrither from a
state of moral perfection than ever.” To illustrate
his argument this minister wonld have ns note
that all the great men are dead, and that persons
now living are not equal to the people of the past.
Hence he thinks it a judicial inference that ** we
are living in the last stage of the world’s exist-
ence,” and that “man will grow so wicked that
God will not be able to stand his sinning any
longer and will destroy the world.” Like Rassell,
the Rev. Madeira finds warrant for his conclnsion
in the Bible, and thns gives another proof of the
wonderfnl resources of that book, or rather of the
ingenuity of men in discovering their own views
hidden among its mysteries.

““A good book,” observes Hnxley, ‘“is com-
parable to a plece of meat, and fools are as flles
who swarm to it, each for the pnrpose of deposit-
ing and hatching his own particnlar maggot of an
idea.”

We observe with regret that oné of the Press-
writing Corps appears to be in jail. He is Mr. V.
A. Corder, formerly of Stontsville, now of Circle-

‘mountains of Israel.’

ville, Ohlo. Mr. Corder says that his imprison-
ment I8 a.case of religions persecntion. He is a
believer in God and the Bible and Jesns Christ,
bnt finds that the book of Revelation, rightly in-
terpreted, puts the stamp of snperfluity on politi-
clans, bankers, school teachers, and even a hireling
priesthood. The dragon, the beast, and the false
prophet he identifies as the state, the chnrch, asd
the pope. He Is opposed to all government as
satanic, and comes ont boldly as a Christian An~
archist; and that is why he isin jail. “The powers
that be,” he writes to'The Trnth Seeker, ‘‘always
aim to pen me up for life—see Ezeklel xix, 5-9—
that ‘my voice be heard no more at all npon the
He fanrther says: ‘* The
facts of the matter—that I am a Christian Anarch,
or that I have discovered the proper key to Reve-
lation, revealing a scientific code of evolution and
a trne gauge of history—have stirred up the 2n-
imals here to great fnry.” Mr. Corder has in past
time been confined to the Pickaway County In-
firmary, bnt got too strong for them there; hence
his transfer to the connty jail at Circleville. It
appears that the fare at the Infirmary was not
sumptnous, and a neighbor with a less robnst ap-
petite than that wherewith Mr. Corder is blessed
gavehim a piece of hisfish. A dining-room waiter
interfered; but, writes Mr. Corder, ‘I checked
him by tapping him on the head with a stool.”
He adds that the tap was not sufficient to jar the -
minister of festive distribution; but on the strength
of it a charge of assault was trumped up, and Mr.
Corder got thirty days, with a fine, nntil the pay-
ment of which he stands committed. Thns do the
enemies of Christian Anarchy endeavor to stanch
the fonntains of trnth. We trnst that throngh the
efforts of friends Mr. Corder’s stay in the Circle-
ville jail may be cnt short, and that his voice may
again be heard as aforetime npon the mountains
of Israel.

The plan of deporting a certain school of think-
ers and non-thinkers and confining them on some
remote Island in the Pacific ocean is commented
npon by Prof. Goldwin Smith as one of the pro-
posals which ‘““bespeak the excitement of the
time.” One wonld think that the advocacy of this
scheme wonld be confined to that class of per-
sons whose minds are divided on the question
whether the criminal now confined in the Auburn
prison shonld be tnrned over to a mob for execu-
tion or officially tortnred with fire before being
drawn and quartered. Snch, however, appearsnot
to be the case. We note that the editor of one of
our Freethonght exchanges reprints with evident
pride a letter which he wrote to a Chicago daily
proposing that not omly the anarchists but the
social radicals be marooned as aforesaid. Unfor-
tunately that plan of dealing with the exponents
of nnpopnlar ideas lacks not only merit bnt origi-
nality. It was conceived and advocated many
years ago by a certain Chaplain McCabe of the
Methodist commnnion, who dreamed of isolating
all Freethinkers in a place which he named In-
gersollville.

We quoted from the Christian Advocate not
long ago the fact, which the editor characterized
as remarkable, that “the same men who were vic-
tims in the churches from which they were ex-
pelled or from which they went out, on coming
into power in the new sects, have oppressed with
equal vigor and mercilessness those who were
subject to them,” It seems there are others, not
religionists, to whom the same conrse recom-
mends itself.

Professions sometimes fail in a crisis, as witness
the abandonment of their principles, on alleged
grounds of high expediency, by the looting
missionaries in China. It will be a good test
of the sincerity of Freethinkers’ professed belief
in mental freedom if at this time they refrain
from renouncing them and joining the popular
clamor for nnconstituticnal methods in dealing
with certain retailers of doctrines they cannot ap-
prove. .

These are the times that try men’s sense.
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A DISCREDITED RELIGION.

Christianity Weighed in the Balance with Its Profes-
sions and Found Wanting.

BY ELIZABETH E. EVANS.

The trial of Christianity as to its origin and in-
fluence may be said to have begun in earnest with
the latter half of the nineteenth century. All
along the course of its history opponents have
risen up to challenge its pretensions and deny its
claims, and these combatants have increased in
number and importance with the progress of time
and the spread of knowledge.

The eighteenth century was a period of general
and open skepticism, but as the revolt against
faith was caused principally by the exXercise of
reason, without a suffictent basts of scientific
learning, the reaction was inevitable, and emo-
tional reiigion resumed the sway which it has not
yet entirely lost,although its end is near. Butnow
unbelief has another and a firmer foundation.
Tnae establishment of the study of comparative
religion as an acknowledged and separate sclence
has glven new impetus to the investigation of
ancient writings and sculptural remains, the
result being aiready sufficiently destructive of
the supposed divine inspiration of the so-called
hoiy scriptures to convince every unprejadiced
thinker and seriously disturb the mass ot unre-
flecting upholders of the apsurd claim.

Earlier Freethinkers had criticised many state-
ments in both the Old and the New Testament as
unworthy of belief bacause contrary to science
" and experience and common sense, such as the
creation of lignt before the creation of the sun,
the maternity of a virgin, the resurrection of the
dead ; but such objections were met by the as-
serted omnipotence of God, and orthodoxy re-
malned unshaken. But now that the story of
Genesis is proved to be only a garbled account of
myths borrowed from nations still older than the
Hebrews and laying no claim to be the chosen
people of God, that a ‘divine son of a virgin
mother is known to be a frequently recurring
phenomenon in ancient mythology, and that the
longing for immortality is recognized as having
given rise in many lands and many languages to
comforiing legends of dead bodies restored to life
by miraculous agency, all these discoveries have
- overthrown the chief supports of superstition and
prepared the downfall of every existing institu-
tion built upon faith in the unseen.

The one God of Judaism as well as the triune
God of Christianity must vanish before the all-
prevailing light of science, and the Virgin Mary
mnst take her place among the earlier goddesses
who have served in their time to idealize and
hallow the office of maternity.

It cannot be denicd that in religion old things
are passing away and all things are becoming
new; it Is also certain that former beliefs cannot
be revived, because they were created by igno-
rance and have been destroyed by knowledge.
These facts cause regret and dismay to many
minds ; it remains, therefore, for such to examine
the past history and present conditions of Chris-
tianity in order to determine whether they have
any reason to be sorry for the change.

Churistianity claims to be a world-religion-—#%¢
world-religion—and its adherents boast that al-
ready the majority of the earth’s inhabitants are
at least nominal Christians, and the kingdoms of
the world are the kingdoms of Christ. Bnt these

boasts are as false as are the prophecies of final

triumph, such as:

Jesus shall reign where'er the sun
Does his successive journeys run;

His kingdom spread from shore to shore
Till moon shall wax and wane no more.

On the contrary, his power is already broken
and his kindgom will soon cease to spread. What
is really spreading Is the conviction that Christ is
merely a myth, and what demonstrates the ineffi-
cacy of ‘‘ the scheme of salvation” isthe conduct
of Christian nations and Christian individuals in
social life. Never has the contrast between doc-
trine and practice been more strikingly illustrated
than in these our days.

Not all the attacks of unbelief against what is
claimed to be ‘‘revealed” religion have done half
so much tQ unsettle the falth of believers and de-
stroy the influence of ministers of the gospel as is
being accomplished nowadays by the majority of
teachers and taught In Christian communities
through their own behavior towards their fellow-
men, We see at present the nations which are the
most strenuous upholders of Christianity engaged
in wars of conquest which are a disgrace to civi-
lization, so barbarous are the methods employed,

so shameless the outrages committed by the
armies, so criminally selfish the acknowledged
purpose of attack. We hear how the rulers cant
and whine in the same breath which orders theft
and slaughter ; we know that the protests of the
small minority of right-thinking and right-feeling
people are unheeded. Every one knows that the
results of the wars are the untimely death of

thousands, the crippling in body and mind of

thousands more who suivive, the increase and
spread of loathsome diseases which will entail
misery upon future generations, the further op-
pression of the poor by taxation, the lowering of
the moral standard for rich and poor alike. And
all this evil is jnstified in the name of him who is
believed to have bequeathed not only the precept
“ Love your enemies,” but also its convenient an-
tithesis, ‘I come not to send peace upon earth,
bnt a sword.” ’

A few honest and sincere souls in each nation
recognize the incongruity of thesedeclarations and
the fatal injury of their effects. After the excite-
ment is over other souls will see the hollowness
of the pretense by which they have been deceived,
and the end will be that the Christian religion
will have lost forever the influence which has
heretofore kept it in some degree a living and
acting force. Even now we see evidences of its
decline in the increasing unwillingness of the
churches to contribute to the support of the for-
eign missions, which have everywhere brought so
much discredit upon the cause; in the rapid fall-
ing off of attendance upon religious services at
home; in the failure of the spasmodic efforis of
the clergy to tempt, by various devices, the wan-
dering flocks to return to the worn-out pastures;
in the frequent outbursts of fanaticism among
unsatisfied religionists who have lost confidence
in their earlier spiritual guides, and are ready to
follow any impostor shrewd enough to invent new
superstitions or to patch up the old.

Christ is indeed wounded in the house of his
friends, and it is well for those friends that he is
only a myth, and not an omniscient and omnipo-
tent being, waiting to be their final judge. Not,
however, that injustice and cruelty and hypoc-
risy ever escape punishment; the laws of the
universe look out for that!

WHERE RESPONSIBILITY RESTS.

No Hope that Religion Can Mitigate the Evils of that

Homicidal Mania Called Anarchism.

Prof. Goldwin Smith has contributed to the
newspaper press an article entitled ‘‘Anarchism,”
which should have the effect of discrediting, if not
sllencing, the yellow pulpit.

ANARCHISM.

The tragedy at Buffalo has naturally led to a
general discussion of Amnarchism, about which,
and the proper mode of dealing with it, pretty
wild things are being said in the pulpit as well
as In the press.

Anarchism is neither so new nor so isolated a
phenomenon as seems by some to be snpposed.
Equality of happiness is not, or has not hitherto
been, the law of the world. The unhappy are
always apt to take inequality for injustice, and
they are not perfectly consoled by having it
pointed out to them that there is a natural mis-
distribution of gifts, or by any of the philosophic
anodynes which satisfy us who are full of bread.
There are, in truth, a good many to whom life in
their circumstances is hardly worth living. Hence
from time to time there have been violent insur-
rections against the soclal system, such as the
Jacquerie, the insurrection of Wat Tylor, the ris-
ing of the Anabaptists, the movement of the
Levellers.  For such disturbances we must look,
and either make the soclal state, if we can, more
just, or strengthen the detective police. Popular
education has increased the sensibility of the suf-
fering classes, and the contrast between conditions
has of late become strikingly sharp.

Again, Anarchism is only one of a number of
movements at the present day the object of which
Is not merely the reform of particular abuses, but
the fundamental reconstruction of society. Of
these, Soclalism in its various forms and with its
various degrees of violence, from the mild Fabian
to the by no means mild Socialist of Italy, is one.
Communism is another, and, as France knows to
her cost, an extremely energetic species. A third
is Anarchism, which, deeming the whole of our
organization, political and social, desperately and
irredeemably evil, seeks totally to destroy it, and
madly invokes chaos. Nihilism is Russian An-
archism provoked by the corruption of that gov-
ernment and fed, it seems, from a multitude of

t

students, sons, many of them, of an ill-endowed
clergy for whom there is no opening in life. An- .
archism, however, is not merely a paroxysm. It
has a theory. There are gentle and philosophic
as well as desperate Anarchists. Kropotkin is
gentle as a lamb. He sincerely believes that hu-
man nature is radically good, and, to show its
goodness, only needs release from the unnatural
restraints ot laws and government. In his own
case his theory may be true. His Anarchism is
closely akin to the vision of Shelley embodied in
*“ The Revolt of Islam.”

A correspondent of the London Times, appar-
ently, from the place of honor accorded him, a
man of mark, thinks that ‘Anarchism is to be
ascribed to the loss of the restraining influence cof
religion; and hints that a theological reaction
would be the cure. If his meaning is that the loss
of the religious conscience and of the prospect " of
retribution in a future life is very serious, and that
the moral world is going through a dangerous
transition, undoubtedly he is right. If he wounld
have us, without sincere belief in religion, set it
up again for the purposes of police, he is only
laying up for us wrath against the day of wrath,
and we must tell him that there Is no salvation for
us but in truth, let the truth be as fraught with
peril at the time as it may. If he thinks that

‘superstition is an effectual cure for the tendency

to political assassination, let him look into his
Mariana or Suarez. Let him consider whether
there is any lack of superstition in Jacques Clem-
ent, Balthazar Gerard, Ravaillac,or Guy Fawkes.
The perpetrators of the massacre of St. Bartholo-
mew were eminently devout.

Those people will surely be some day ashamed
of themselves who, on account of a single mur-
der, however detestable and deplorable, are crying
out tor curtailment of political liberty or restric-
tion of freedom of speech and of the press. What
Anarchism is more complete or worse than arbi-
trary power in the hands of an autocrat who sets
at defiance the higher law of justice and human-
ity? What is it but Anarchism when one despot
sends out an order to leave no Chinaman that can
stand alive, and another allows his soldieis to
drown an innocent peasantiy by thousands and
spit babies on their bayonets? What Anarchism
can be worse than that of the Turkish empire,
with its Bulgarian atrocities and its Armenian
massacres, which all these powers of order are
conspiring to uphold ? :

The yellow press is not salutary or lovely. Per-
haps its reign may not last very long. The great-
est fool grows at length suspicious of reckless
falsehood; the coarsest taste becomes tired at last
of garlic. But how are you to define *‘ yellow ?”
Where are you to draw the line? You must have
freedom or a censorship; and one strong reascn
for preferring freedom is that, as experience has
shown, under a censorship you are sure to have
an illicit press exceeding the worst productions of
freedom in malignity. Besides, what had any sec-
tion of the American press to do with the cosmo-
politan conspiracy of which an Anaichist is a
limb?° How much had any press to do with
Booth's revenge or with the disappointment and
acrimony of Guiteau?

Folly, or worse than folly, reached its helght
when the report, utterly unfounded, we may trust,
that the assassin of the President has been tor-
tured was received by some of the people not only
without abhorrence, but with glee. There was
talk, too, of lynching. If lynching is to be coun-
tenanced, we ought not to be shocked beyond
measure by political murder. Suppose a negro,
after seeing his son or his brother burned alive,
had shot somebody in authority whom he imag-
ined to be responsible, he would be very prcperly
arrested and hanged. But would it be easy to
prove to him that he ought to repent ?

Confinement of all Anarchists in an island un-
der international guard is anot her of the proposals
which bespeak the excitement of the time. Can
you deport every man of datk and dangerous tem-
perament who 1is caught brocding over the in-
iquities of the social state? Moxe rational, and
really about the most practical, as it seems to me,
of all the extraordinary remedies that have been
suggested, Is an extension of the teaching of
music In our schools. Music is moral education,
as the Greek lawgivers knew. Shakspere’s judg-
ment is too sweeping. Johnson, a first-class Tory,
had no. music in his sonl, and Arthur Penrhyn
Stanley, in character seraphic, cwred that the
only music which he could enjoy was that of a
drum. But the converse is probably tiue with
few exceptions. A man with music in his soul is
not likely to play Ravaillac or Guy Fawkes.

GoLDWIN SMITH,
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Do I'len Desire Immortality?

There is a general belief that man alone, as dis-
tinguished from the other animals, is aware of the
doom that ends his earthly existence, and that
this stimulates him to live a more spiritual life,
to conceive the thought of a life beyond the grave,
and to ennoble the fear of death by a consoling
belief in immortality., This belief, writes Mr. F.
C. Schiller In the Fortnightly Review (Septem-
ber), is the theme of poets and preachers, and the
chief constituent of a literary tradition which we
scarcely dare to question. But, he asks, *is the
assemption either of a universal consciousness of
death or of a universal desire for immortality
really so irrefragable?” In answer he asserts that
the evidence in favor of this assumption ‘‘is far
scantier and more ambiguous than we were in-
clined to suppose, and there are ugly facts which
seem to put a different complexion on the matter.”
. Thz following synopsis is from the Literary
Digest. Mr. Schiller writes:

“A visltor from Mars, dispassionately inquiring
into human conduct and motive, might find 1t hard
to detect more foreknowledge of death in men than
in animals. From the palace to the hovel, from the
laboratory to the oratory, he would find men every-
where pursuing ends of the earth, earthly, living
for the present, or, if circumstances forced them
totake thought for the morrow, concerning them-
selves only with their immediate future in this
world; while of the ‘ other-worldliness,’ so often
preached and preached against in the literature,
he would hardly find a trace. . . . Of course,
the fact that m2n habitually live in the present,
hatiag to think of the future, and detesting any-
thing that reminds them of death, has not, in an-
other connection, escaped the sagacity of moralists
and preachers. Many of their happiest efforts are
coicernad with castigating this particular form of
haman weakness and exhibiting its Insensate
folly. And in so doing our teachers have been no
doubt abundantly justified. Only it appears to
hive escapad their notice that this count of their
inilctment agalnst human nature accords none
too well with their doctrine that death and immor-
tality are absorbing objects of meditation. If it be
true that we are culpably careless of the future,
recklessly bent on suppressing all thought of death,
it can hardly be that we live oppressed by the
shadow of death, and consumed with desire for
the consolations of a fature life.”

The writer suggests an explanation of the phe-
nomenon he discovers—that de facfo so little
account is taken of the inevitableness of death—

as follows:

“ That this must be the case is a result which
follows from the general principle that our atti-
tude toward all the aspects of life must be such
as will enable us to act vigorously and efficiently.
Appliel to the prospect of death this principle
renders It certain that the thought of death can-
not be allowed to paralyze action, that means
must he discovered for carrying on the business
of life in death’s despite. Of such means two are
most prominent, the suppression of thethought of
d2ath by a resolate and systematic determination
not to retain it, and a religlous relnterpretation
which so transfigures it that it no longer forms
an impediment to action. Of these the latter is
parhaps the most truly-logical and satisfactory,
but as a matter of fact men most prefer and proba-
bly always have preferred the former alternative,
and forever strive to thrust the unwelcome
thought into the background of comsciousness.
This {s why all but the most inevitable mention
of it is tabooed in polite society. This method
on the whole is a social success, though it proba-
bly breaks down at least once in the final crisis of
every one’s life.”

Assuming this to be our attitude toward death,
Mr. Schiller next inquires how it affects the de-
sire fora future life. He says that although most
religions Insist upon the fact of immortality and
make it man’s great consolation in view of the
prospect of death, the majority of men, instead of
think{ng of death tempered with imwortality,
prefer not to think of death at all. Hence, he
argues, ‘‘ It is natural that what is associated with

‘the thought of something so distasteful should
itszlf become distasteful. Need we seek further
for the reason why the prospect of a future life is,
by the generality of men, regarded without en-
thusiasm, and, as far as may be, ignored?”

After discussing the attitude of men toward the
various doctrines of the time, in which the writer
finds confirmation of his conclusions, he continues
by saying :

¢ It remains to account for the fact that the lit-

erary tradition has taken such a very different
view of human psychology. Why has everybody
always conspired to write as though the question’
of immortality were of tremendous importance
and absorbing, if de facto the great majority of
men have always avoided it as much as ever they
could? I believe the answer to be exceedingly
simple. The makers of the literary tradition have
expressed what seemed true to them at the time
of writing, what was true for them,; and yet the
mass of men were always indifferent or hostile.
Of course, however, the dumb, recalcitrant masses
gave no sign of their dissent from a doctrine they
were trying to dismiss from their minds, and hence
the writers had itall their own way. Inotherwords,
the fallacy in the argument that all men naturally
crave for immortality is identical with that of the
proof of the efficacy of prayer by means of the
votive offerings in the temple of Poseidon. Just
as those who prayed and perished were not in a
position to make offerings, so those who are not
interested in a subject do not write books abonut
t.”

Is the God ldea Logical ?

BY L, MACKERTICH.

It is more than astonishing how self-sufficient
theists can gloss over the infinitely more intricate
problems involved in the conception of their
Phantom Fiend, when harping on the difficulties
connected with the Christian God and his book.
In one of the latest issues of The Truth Seeker
we find a correspondent questioning how any in-
telligent, thoughtful person can accept the Bible
as the work of an omniscient, omnipresent, and
omnipotent God. For our part, we question how
any such person can accept zafure as the work of
such a God. To those who are most willing to
admit the omniscience, all-mercifulness, omnipres-
ence, and omnipotence of the theistic God, we
would like to offer the following problems for
solution: How is it that this imagination-created
God, if omniscient, did not know the full extent
of the disastrous effect’s that would follow hiscrea-

tive act? How Is it that this omniscient God, if

all-merciful, is not moved by pity to undo the
misdeeds done in his merclless omniscience? How
is it that this omniscient and all-merciful God, if
omnipresent, does not arrest the growth of the
misery that pervaded the infinity of comos during
his reign of finite all-mercifulness? How is it that
this omniscient, all-merciful, and omnipresent
God, if omnipotent, cannot abolish the agents of
pain crept in during his impotent omnipresence?
We doubt if any theist worth his salt could con-
celve reasonable answers to theseplain questions.
What is the inference, then? -Simply this: that
one set of attributes contradict another set; in
other words, that thetheory does not fit the facts.
The facts—the facts observed and experienced—
cannot be shifted. It Isthe #keory that must be
modified or removed. It willnot do to tell us that
the question is Involved in mystery. If any mys-
tery is conceded to it, a deéper mystery still
should be claimed for the discovery of the theory,
or the whole question—theory and all—should be
merged in an unfathomable mystery. Out of this
does not arise a consciousness of the hypotheti-
cal being manufactured by the theist, but an im-
penetrable ignorance as to what the true source
and nature of cognized phenomena are. Once
admit mystery, and we are forever precluded from
giving any interpretation to the processes of the
cosmos. If mysterious, therefore unknown—
everything behind the veil.

Further, if the government of this inconceivable
being of the theist is mysterious and inexplicable,
more so should be his existence. But the fact is,
it is 70 mysterious. The mystery is one of our
own making. We assign a jumble of contradic-
tory attributes to an equally contradictory effigy
of our own creation, and when the powers he is
invested with seem inconsistent with his sup-
posed actions we pronounce the reconciliation
mysterious. No mention of mystery is made
whilst the theory Is being formed; it is only when
it tallies not with the facts it Is adduced to ex-
plain that the word is flung at us.

The truth is—and let it be whispered slowly to
theists—that of the two attributes, ‘‘almighty”
and ‘‘all-good ”—which are the most important in
the present discussion-—only the latter can logi-
cally be predicated of the God-idea. But, before
this is donme, convincing proofs of the absolute

necessity of creation should be furnished. Ac-

cording to this theory, we shall have an all-good
God who, for the benefit and pleasure of his crea-
tures, creates a universe, in which enters a factor

unavoidable by his limited power. But can such
proofs be established? Can it be proved that it
was an indispensable necessity that life with its
accompanying pleasures and pains should be
caused ? Would not every particle of consclous
mattertouched by pain, if consulted on the subject,
give an emphatic answer in the negative ?

Ekducated as Catholics.

An exchange reprints the appended list of
sentences passed by the French courts on French
ecclesiastics during the years 1897 and 1898. The
list, which 1s credited to Reynolds’ Newspaper, has
appeared before in American journals. It is very
timely Just now, when Romish prelates are de-
manding a mixture of religious with secular edu-
cation inour public schools, which are condemned
as ‘"godless,” and will serve as an effective an-
swer 10 advocates of such a measure on whom ar-
guments trom reason and justice are thrown away.

Lay Brother Kneppert, of the Christian schools (Brother
Ascieplod), twenty years’ penal servitude for outrages on
decency.—Assizes ot Aube.

Abbott William, three years’ imprisonment for outrages
on aecency committed on children.—Assizes of Illeet-
Vilaine.

Brother. Piffetau (Brother Terencien), ten years’ penal
sorvitude for outrages on decency committed on chiidren,
—Assizes of Indre et Loire.

Birother Christopher (Brother Bianor), fiom a Christian
school at Rheims, three years’ imprisonment for outrages
on decency.—Assizes of Marne.

Abbott St. Enhuyssee, ten years’ imprisonment for out-
rages on decency.

Brother Desire Coupillot (Brother Alexis), ten years’
penal servitude for outrages on decency.—Assizes of
L’Orne. .

Hippolite Carron, former brother, one year's imprison-
ment 1or outrages on decency.—Tribunal of Bethurne.

Brother Ceres (Xavier Celestin), of the school of Milan,
five years’ confinement for outrageson decency committed
on his scholars,—Assizes of Averon.

Abbot Dauzon, five years’ confinement for outrages on
decency.—Assizes of La Manche. :

Pcter Brouli, former brother, five years’' confinement
for outrages on decency.—Assizes of the Seinne,

Brother John Donat, of the Christian school at Apprien,
one years’ imprisoument for outrage on decency.—Assizes
of Isere.

Brother Klein, of the Catholic schools of Chauny, eigh-
teen months’ imprisonment for outrages on decency.—
Assizes of Aisne,

Brother Lambert Wargnier, of the Christian school of
St. Aumond les Eaux, four years’ imprisonment for out-
rages on decency.—Assizes of the Nord.

Brother Chivaud, of a Christian school, twenty years’
penal servitude for outrages on decency committed on his
pupils.— Assizes of Herault.

R. P. Cailletex, four months’ imprisonment for outrages
op public decency.—Tribunal of Orleans.

Brother Lye, schoolmaster at Mont de Morsan, two
years’ imprisonment for for outrages on decency committed
on his pupils.

Brother Lubes, schoolmaster at Libourne, ten years’
confinement for outrages committed on nineteen of his
pupils,— Assizes of the Gironde.

Brother Pouyaud, schoolmaster at Igny, one years’ im-
prisonment for outrages on decency committed on pupils.
— Assizes of the Seine et Oise.

Brother Donat (Brother Landry), head master of the
boarding school of St. Joseph, at Oisemont, four months’
imprisonment for obscene outrages on the pupils.—Tri-
bunal of Avesnes. )

Fanges, Professor of Morality at Periguex, seven years’
confinement for thirty-seven outrages on decency.—As-
sizes of Dordogne.

Brother Merle (Brother Bettin), schoolmaster at Gra-
vais, twenty-six years’ penal servitude for outrages on
decency committed on his pupils.— Assizes of Oise.

Brother Rerdrausart (Brother Judval), schoolmaster,
eight years’ penal servitude for outrages on pupils.—As-
sizes of Indre et Loire. .

Abbot Ferrin, twenty years’ penal servitude for out-
raging children,—Assizes of the Cote d’Or.

Brother Toulouse (Brother Sebianus), head master of
the Bagnoles school, ten years’ penal servitude for out-
raging his pupils,—Assizes of Gard. ,

Brother Elisee Jacob, schoolmaster. twenty years' penal
servitude for outraging his pupils,-—Assizes of Gers.

Brother Garnier (Brother Albin Bernard), schoolmaster,
twenty years’ penal servitude for outrages on decency
eommitted cn his pupils.— Assizes of Irc1e €t Leite,

Brother Guyet (Brother Fibron), schoolmaster, twenty
years’ penal servitude for outrages on decency con mitted
on his pupils.—Assizes of Morbihan.

The Others Are Merely Lesser Frauds.

One or two of the writers who attack Macdon-
ald and Reichwald in the Blade we know to be
the biggest frauds in the Freethought ranks.—H.
L GREEN In the Freethought Magazine.

We can bring absolute security to our public
servants only by making the governwent so Just
and so beneficent thatevery citizen will be willing
to give his life, if need be, to preserve it to pos-
terity.—W. J. Bryan, .

How different the last words of Mr. McKinley
were from those of Jesus Christ! ¢ It is God’s
way; his will be done,” said the dying President.
“My God! my God! why, hast thou forsaken me?”
said the dying Jesus.—Searchlight.




648

THE TRUTH SEEKER,

October 12, 1901

L e 2444444 0000“““01

THE BIBLE. |

L
4
<
4
<

L 44 44400l

90000000 333330000000000000000000000

WHEN DID JEHOSHAPHAT DIE?

BY JOHN E. REMSBURG.
CHAPTER X VI.—CONTINUED.

6

“ And Joram [Jehoram] king of Israel and
Ahaziah king of Judah went out, each in his
chariot . against Jehun” (2 Kings ix, 21),
“And Jehu drew a bow with his full strength,
and smote Jehoram between his arms, and the
arrow went out at his heart” (24). ‘‘But when
Ahaziah the king of Judah saw this he fled by
way of the garden bouse. And Jehu followed
after him, and said, Smite him also in the char-
iot. And theydid so” (27). -~ :

Jehoram, king of Israel, and Ahaziah, king of
Judah, were thus slain at the same time. Jehn
succeeded Jehoram ; Athalia succeeded Abazial,
reigned six years, and was in turn succeeded by
Joash. Jehu had thus reigned six years over
Israel when Joash became king of Judah. As

“Jehoram reigned twelve years, from the death of
Ah ziah [of Israel] to the accession of Joasl,
then, was eighteen years.

From the death of Jehoshaphat to the acces-
sion of Joash, Judah’s sovereigns reigned as fol-
lows : Joram 8 years, Ahaziah 1 year, Athaliah 6
years—a total of fifteen years.

If from the death of Ahaziah to the reign of
Joash was eighteen years, and from the death of
Jehoshaphat to the reign of Joash was fifteen
years, J%hoshaphat therefore died three years
after Ahaziah died. . -

7

“In the second year of Joash son of Jehoahaz
king of Israel reigned Amaziah the son of Joash
king of Judah” (2 Kings xiv, 1). :

From the death of Ahaziah to the accession
of Amaziah the reigns of Israel’s kings were:
Jehoram 12 years, Jehu 28 years, Jehoahaz 17
years, Joash 2 years. 12 years+28 years|+17
years-2 years=69 years.

From the death of Jehoshaphat to the acces-
sion of Amaziah, Judah’s kings reigned—dJoram
8 years, Ahaziah 1 year, Athaliah 6 years, Joash
40 years. 8 yvears+1 year+6 years+40 years=
55 years.

If from the death of Ahaziah to the accession
of Amaziah was fifty-nine years, and from the
death of Jehoshaphat to the accession of Ama-
ziah was fifty-tive years, Jehoshaphat therefore
died four years after Ahaziah died.

8

“And Jehoshaphat the son of Asa began to
reign over Judah in the fourth year of Ahab
king of Israel ” (1 Kings xxii, 41).

It Ahabreigned twenty-two years and Jehosh-
aphat began to reign in the fourth year of
Ahab’s reign, Jehoshapbat had reigned eighteen
years when Ahab died, and twenty years when
Ahaziah died. As Jehoshaphat reigned twenty-
five years, he therefore died five years after Aha-
ziah died.

9

“ Ahaziah the son of Ahab began to reign over
Israel in Samaria the seventeenth year of Je-
hoshaphat king of Judah, and reigned two years
over Israel” (1 Kings, xxii, 51).

If Ahaziah began to reign in the seventeenth
year of Jehoshaphat and reigned two years before
Le died, he died in the nineteenth year of Je-
Loshaplat’s reign. As Jehoshaphat reigned
twenty-five years, he therefore died six years
-after Ahaziah died. |

10

“Now Jehoram the son of Ahab began to
reign over Israel in Samaria in the eighteenth
year)of Jehoshaphat king of Judah” (2 Kings
1ii, 1).

If Ahaziah died and Jehoram became king in
the eighteenth year of Jehoshaphat’s reign, Je-
hoshaphat therefore died seven years after Aha-
ziah died.

11.

“In the second year of Pekah the son of Re-
maliah king of Israel began Jotham the son of
Uzziah [Azariah] king of J udah to reign” (2
Kings xv, 32). ‘ _

From the death of Ahaziah to the beginning

of Jotham’s reign the following were the reigns
of Israel’s kings: Jehoram 12 years, Jehu 28
years, Jelioahaz 17 years, Joash 16 yeuars, Jero-
boam 41 years, Zachariah and Shallam 1 year,
Menahem 1u years, Pekahiah 2 years, Pekali 2
years. 12 years+-28 years+17 years+16 years
—A41 years+1 year+10 years+2 years42 years
=129 years. :

From the death of Jehoshaphat to the begin-
ing of Jotham’s reign the following were the
reigns of Judah’s kings: Joram 8 years, Ahaziah
1 year, Athalia 6 years, Joash 40 years, Amaziah
29 years, Azariah 52 years. 8 years+1 year-+6
years+40 years+29 years|52 years=136 years.

If from the death of Ahazian to the begiuning
of Jotham’s reign was one hundred aud twenty-
nine years, and from the death of Jehoshaphat
to the beginning of Jotham’s reign was one hun-
dred and thirty-six years, Jehoshaphat there-
fore died seven years before Ahaziah died.

12.

“In the thirty and eighth year of Azariah
king of Judah did Zachariah the son of Jero-
boam reign over Israel ” (2 Kings xv, 8).

From the death of Ahaziah to the accession
of Zachariah the reigns of Israel’s kings were :
Jehoram 12 years, Jehu 28 years, Jehoahaz 17
years, Joash 16 years,Jeroboam 41 years. 12
years+-8 years+I7 years{16 years—4l years
=114 years.

From the death of Jehoshaphat to the acces-
sion of Zachariah the reigns of Judah’s kings
were: Joram 8 years, Ahaziah 1 year, Athaliah
6 years, Joash 40 years, Amaziah 29 years, Aza-
riah 38 years. & years+1 year}6 years{40
years+29 years--38 years=122 years.

If from the death of Ahaziah to the accession
of Zachariah was one hundred and fourteen
years, and from the death of Jehoshaphat to the
accession of Zachariah was one hundred and
twenty-two years, Jehoshaphat therefore died
eight years before Ahaziah died.

Secularism Under Socialism.

1. Will church property be maintained atthe expense of
the whole people under Socialism?

2. Will clergymen travel on half fare on railroads, as at
preseat, or will they have any favors shown them?

3. Will the maintenance of the clericals be charged up
against the countless Christian sects, or will the whole
people, which includes the Agnostics and Freethinkers,
nave to support them ? WALTER BREEN,

As the public will own all capital, it naturally
follows that it will own the land and the build-
ings. The use of the buildings could be had by all
pezople on the same terms, by any person or persons
agreeing to pay for the use of it. Any congrega-
tion could thus have the use of any public build-
ing by paying to the public the cost of such use.
Che minister, if he were taken from public indus-
try for the especial use of some sect, would have
his time service charged to those who would
solicit it, and thus the public would release him
from any public duty. This Is really a correct
method of what is now done in a haphazard man-
ner. A church or any other special paper could
be printed in the interest of any sect or aggrega-
tion of citizens by the subscribers agreeing to
have taken from them such a percentage of their
time as would equal the time of the public diverted
in the printing department for the special use of
the sect or aggregation of citizens. The editors
of such paper would be secured in the same equit-
able manner as the minister. The whole thing is
merely a matter of bookkeeping, that each shall
have his own, to do with as he pleases, so long as
such action shall not interfere with a like liberty
of one’s fellows. As for favors in transportation,
the fares wounld be so low and the returns for
labor so large that no one would be low enough
to want such service free.—Appeal to Reason.

Orthodox Kurds.

A band of 400 Kurds burned twelve villagesin Armenia
and carried off all the young girls to their harems. All the
males captured were butchered.—Asscciate Press Dis-
patch.

These Kurds seem to be imitating- the treat-
ment accorded the Midianites, as described in
Numbers xxxi, 17, 18.—Deanison, Tex., Gazatteer.

Mr. Theodore Roosevelt, President of the United
States, s getting a lot of flattery just now from
the popular press. But until he apologizes for
calling Thomas Paine, who made possible the
office Mr. Roosevelt now fills, ‘“a filthy little Athe-
ist,” he will get no good words from The Truth
Seeker. There is nothing meaner than a slanderer
of the living or dead.

At the Manhattan Liberal Club.

FREEDOM OF SPEECH DEFENDED.

“ QOne generation passeth away, and another
generation cometh: but the earth abideth for
ever.” The same is true of the Liberal Club.
Things come and go; ideas, principles, hopes, and
aspirations spring into existence, grow, mature,
die, and are replaced by others, but the Liberal -
Club continues to be a platform for free discus.
sion and ‘‘ abideth for ever ” as the home of the
hobbyist and the lair of the crank. And this is
just as it should be; for cranks move the world,
and it Is doubtful whether the solar system could
exist without the Liberal Club. Let us therefore
attend its meetings and do all we can to make the
coming season a stccess.

The first meeting was held in the Club’s old
place of worship (German Masonic Hall, 220 E.
Fifteenth street) on October 4. Mr. Walker pre- .
sided and, before introducing the speaker of the
evening, made a few remarks explaining the aims
and objects of the Club. This is a Freethought
club, he said; not Freethought in the sense merely
of antagonism to this or that dogma or set of dog-
mas, but Freethought in the sense of affirmation
and defense of the freedom of utterance of
thought, without which freedom of thought itself
is but a name. The Liberal Club holds that, no
matter how wild or intemperate the utterance, it
is better in the long run that it be an utterance
than a thought suppressed by force. On the other
hand, in order that freedom of expression may be
maintained and its range extended, it behooves
all lovers of llberty to give oppressors or would-
be oppressors as little excuse as possible for mov-
ing tor a more rigid censorship. This Club is com-
mitted to no system or theory of religion, morals,
economics, or politics. While nearly all its sup-
porters are Rationalists, it is maintained to furnish
a forum for honest discussion. Freedom of speech
is of vastly more importance than is any theory or
system of religion or politics or morals that has
been advocated here or may be in the future, be-
cause free speech, free examination and compar-
ison, alone gives opportunity for free and wise
choice. .

Next followed an address by Mr. Moses Oppen-
heimer, who spoke on ‘‘ The Struggle for Free
Speech.” His lecture was a masterly review of
the fight for free speech in the past and an earnest
warning for the future. The idea of freedom is
comparatively modern. In anclent society the
conception of freedom of thought and speech was
impossible. All knowledge was In the keeping
of a limited class of people. To advance any idea
in conflict with that held by the prlests was con-
sidered an offense against God. Think of Huss,
Savonarola, Bruno, and thousands of others who
perished at the stake or were tortured to death in
the dungeons of the Inquisition! We shudder
when we read of the barbarism of the past, and
are luclined to congratulate ourselves upon our
superiority; but is it true that we have reached
the fundamental conception of liberty ? Listen to
the voice of the pulpit! Do not many of our cler-
gymen rush to fasten the guilt of one person upon
a large number of people? But do they pause to
consider what a dangerous weapon they wield?
Who can tell which is the lasting impression that
molds the mind of man? If we adopt the tactics of
the pulpit, may we not with equal plausibility say
that the gospel of ‘¢ strenuous life”’ was responsi-
ble for Czolgosz’s deed? Agalin, the doctrine of
regicide is plainly advanced in the Bible. Read
Judgesiil; 2 Kings ix. The man who Instructed
Jeht to ¢ smite the house of Ahab’’ was sent, not
by Emma Goldman, but by Elisha the prophet.
The example set by those ‘“men of God” was
acted upon throughout all Christendom. In face of
these facts, how can our clergymen stand up and
denounce innocent people, claiming at the same
time that the Bible is the inspired word of God?

Some people assume that freedom of thought
came through the Reformation; but this is not
correct. Luther had no conception of real freedom.
The struggle for free speech was a slow and pain-
ful battle. To-day in some of our states wé may
fearlessly ‘‘blaspheme’ the old Christian trinity;
but let any one dare to blaspheme the modern
trinity, the state, the family,and private property,
and the pulpit will demand that the heretic shall
be silenced by force. And yet the state and the
family as we have them now are not the same
that they were ages ago, and private property is
a creation of law. Why should it be a crime to
criticise these Institutions? There is a conspiracy
on foot to strangle .free speech; the work Is dons
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stealthily, and it is the duty of all lovers of the
human race to rise and protest against it.

The speeches which followed Mr. Oppenheim-
er’s able address were an indorsement of the lect-
nrer’s position. Dr. Leverson said that over fifty
years ago he had the honor of being called a
traitor by the London Times, and has always been
a fighter for liberty. Mr. Chambearlain referred to
the case of the publishers of Free Society, of the
Home, Wash., colonists, and others. Mr. Hory
facetlously demanded that Congress should pass
a law denying the Bible malil privileges. Mr,
Lepson defended free speech on the ground that
no one knows the truth, and that we may worship
to-morrow what we condemn to-day. Dr. Foote
read a sensible article from the Public of Chicago.
M. Walker stated that the charge of obscenity
brought against the publishers of Discontent was
only a pretext for the suppression of free speech.

This week Dr. Philip J. Reinle will lecture on
“Chaos in Medicine.” C.

REBUKING A RECREANT EDITOR.

From Etta Semple’s paper, the Freethought Ideal and Vindicator,

Of all the cold, cruel, traitor-like anarchists we
can now recall, are editions of a little two-by-four
throughout this ‘ land of the free and the home
of the brave,” who cower and cringe and fawn
before this band of intimidators, simply because
~ they fear their scalps on account of partsthey
have played in the past.
here in south-.eastern Kansas, another is publisled
in Lexington, Ky., by C. C. Moore, called the
Blne Grass Blade. )

A fewyearsago Mr.Moore wasarrested, tried (?),
and thrown into jail, and was sent to the peniten-
tiary. He made a mighty fight over the freedom
of the press here in free America. He quoted
verbatim constitutional laws, statutory laws, and
moral laws to prove that he had a right to publish
anything that he saw fit to pay the typo for set-
ting up. He posed before the Liberal pnblic asa
martyr. He asked for financial aid and moral aid
and mental aid to help him defeat his enemies.
His appeal was not in vain ; his many friends ral-
lied to his support manfully, feeling that he was
being persecuted Instead of being prosecuted.
They stood by him in his fight for free speech,
free thought, and free press. Now he turns
auarchist along with the rest. No, no,not that, zof
that, he turns #razior to his friends, and without
even stopping to consider how Judas betrayed his
master, how Brutus killed Czesar, he plunges his
knife to the hilt in the bosom of the very ones
who helped him in his fight for free press and
makes a loud-mouthed demand to destroy fheir
press, imprison the editors—nay, he wantsto hang
them all, and wants Kentucky to be the state
selected to furnish the hemp. All this without
ever considering or inquiring into the facts of
whether his friends were ever in sympathy with
the murderer who killed our late President.

C. C. Moore was once a preacher. We read
about the lion and the lamb lying down together.
We read about the hog returning to its wallow,
and the dog returning to its vomit; but we never
expected to see the day when C. C. Moore would
do likewlse. Read the following extracts, and
then judge if C. C. Moore and the preachers are
not pulling together in a true brotherly fashion :

DAMN ALL ANARCHISTS. Squelch all of their pa-
pers, such as Free Society and Discontent. Swipe out the
whole iafernal, cowardly, treacherous gang of assassins,
and arrest, as a suspect, any man or woman who calls
himself or herself an Anarchist. :

The price of hemp is so low that we Kentucky farmers
can hardly afford to raise it, and telephone poles with
nice cross arms to them are thick all over the country.
Give us a boom in the hemp business by hanging every
Anarchist in America to the nearest telephone pole. Of
course you could hang them with wire, but don’t encour-

age trusts by using wire. Use hemp and help out ole
Kaintuck.—Blue Grass Blade.

The pulpit stands ready to-day, with one accord, |

to crush out Freethought even by the rack, the
. stocks, the screw, the stake, or the gallows. But
some of our most blatant, loud-mouthed erstwhile
Liberals (?) rush pell-mell into the trap set—ryes,
a horrible trap baited with the life-blood of a man
—and taking np the cry of the Christian fanatic,
want to burn, hang, nay, tear out the tongues and
gouge out the eyes of a few who would aid them
if they could. Avaunt, traitors! The time to try
our true worth is when a terrible crisis isat hand,
not when everything is working smoothly and
calmly. Mene, mene, tekel upharsin. Thou are
weighed In the balance aud art found wanting.

Henry White, the new treasurer of the A-S. U.,
is president of the Washington Secular League.

One of these belongs -

Seripture by the Ton.

Count Otani’s representative who visited China
during the campaign, says the Japan Daily Mail,
received the Lama Scripture preserved in the
Yong-ho-kung 4t Pekin. *‘Recerved ” is a en-
phemistic way of stating the tact. Itlsthe ex-
pression used by Japapese papers in describing
the manner of the seripture’s transfer. But the
accounts originally iransmitied were not of a
Character to suggest ordinary giving and taking.
They spoke of the Japanese Budanists as very
anxious to remove this cclebrated scripture, and
of General Yamagucht as resusing to sanciion the
operation. Rumer then represenied the Volumes
as sufficiently sumerous and bulky 1o load twenty

pack norses, so By whatever process the scripture:

was secured, it5 {ramsmission to Japan was no
small undertaking. In Japan 1t now 1s, however,
togetiier with two big iecterns used for reading
the tomes, Hach volume measures 3 feet by I
foot, and bears on it cover elaborate Buddhist
illuminations. The binding is in rich brocade,
and the printing was done in the Wanlieh era ot
the Ming dynasty with wooden types which were
subseguently destroyed by fire. fhere are said
to be scveral thopsands ot volumes, and the total
weight 15 estimated at from fourteen to fifteen
tons. The larger of the two lecterns is 12 fcet 1n
length, 3 feet wide and 4 feet high. The smalier
is 7 feet square. Both are maae entirely of red
sandal woou and are covered with elaborate caiv-
ings of dragons and floral scrolls.

The Roll of Honor.

The following additional coniributions for the
Congress 1und-have been receivea: :

S Rittenberg........ $1 oo E W McFadden..... $2 oo
B Dahistrom........ 100 WY Buck.e.vuu,on.. 5 00
J B Beattie.......... 1 0o . Russell Marston..... 20 00
EH Owen.eoeeeuen.. 3 co -Charle> Bayrhoffer.. 2 oo
G W Wahittemore.... 2 oo ‘Lhure Wonlfort....., 1 00
Mrs. A ] Scnofield .. 2 oo Mrs. M Rapp........ 2 00
George W Olney..... 200 BBSyberte......... 1 00
LGReed........... 200 LPMaxam......... I 00
J G Schumann ...... 2 oo Patrick Blanchard... 1 oo
isaac DeYoung...... 1 oo I Theodore Colwick 1 oo
Dr. E S Taylur...... 5 oo CH Hammond...... 2 oo
W A Bogard......... 100 William A Griswold. 2 oo
Elisha Hall......... 1 oo Tobias Sigel......... I 00
P Westerland........ 1. 00 Charles H Jones..... 1 00
E R Brown...oeo.... 1 00 James Vincent....... 1 00
T J Andrews........ 100 A Friend............ 50
E D Nauman........ 1 00 F Portugal.......... 2 oo
A JCulver.......... 200 JMSettle..oue.inn.. 2 oo
P Franzman...--.--. 200 j WLear...... ..... 50
William H Wrenn... 100 J A Wood........... 2 00
Lurana W Sheildon.. 1 oo John Bulmer........ 4 00
A E Wochele........ 300 SSBryan..ec....... 1 00
Maria P Schofield.... 500 L A Griswold....... 5 00
Wm Horsfall........ 1 00 Robt Schreiber...... 1 00
HL Wilsofl.««vn.. 1 oo, A Maclnnes...s..... 5 00
J E Johnston........ 1 o0 James Hughes....... I 00
Wm Christian....... 50 L Brownfield........ 1 oo
M M Tarbell........ 5 oo Copley Cottrell...... 2 0o
Gilbert Lincoln..... 10 oo L Schlegel.......... 1 00
E M Sheldon........ 1 oo Albert H Hoyt...... 5 00
Clark Burchard...... 1 oo SquireRolfe......... 5 00
Thos Patrick-+---- .. 200 CpnasWagner........ 150
C W Slocum......... 50 E P Bosworth....... 2 00
LCoenre..ocvvnnees. 75 Mrs. J E Marden.... 3 00
MHGoOW.-ooccnenne 1 00 P Woodhouse......-. 2 00
W Hengartner....... 10 00 Charles Hunter...... 1 00
L C Stewart......... 1 00 JohnMoore.....s.... 2 oo

E. C.REICHWALD, Sec. A. S. U.
Chicago, Oct. 5, 1901.

The first number of Public Welfare, an “advo-
cate of what the editor believes to be right,” is
received from Salt Lake City. The editor whose
beliefs concerning the righteousness of things
will determine the policy of Public Welfare is our
old acquaintance (through his paper Living
Issues) Warren Foster, whom the voters in his
congressional district downed for an Infidel when
they elected Roberts, the Mormon polygamist, to
the national House of Representatives.

Our Texas contemporary, the Searchlight, re-
publishes Ingersoll’s ‘‘ Declaration of the Free,”
with the comment that ¢* Mr. Ingersoll had been
at work ou the poem the morning of the day his
death came.” This Is inaccurate. The poem was
finished in February, 1899, and given to The
Truth Seeker for publication in June. Colonel
Ingersoll died on July 21 of that year.

The opening of the Liberal University at Sil-
verton, Or., on September 30 was announced in
the Torch of Reason of September 26. The editor
of the Torch declares with confidence that the
University “is here to live and succeed.”

Hypnotism and Witchcraft.

Dispel the ignorance and we find agreement
where people have made violent war on one an-
other. We should do our part'to feed all hn-
manity, to educate and liberalize their minds.

A modern professor in a famous college in the
United States teaches hypnotism and how to use
it on a person at a distance unknown to the per-
son operated on as follows: “ You should try to
inflnence a person at a distance when he is in a
receptive condition only. Just before he goes to
sleep, or just after meals, when he is resting, is a
good time to try it. Some persons are more sns-
ceptible than others. In some cases it requires
months to bring about desired resnlts; in other
cases they are secured instantly. It is accom-
plished as follows: If you have a pictuze of the
person you wish to influence, look at it, at the

| root of the nose, the same as yon would if the

person were present. Or if you have no photo-
graph, call np a mental picture of the person you
wish to affect. Look at the root of the nose or
between the eye-brows, just the same as yon
would if he were present. Speak mentally to the
- person, commanding him or her to do as yon de-
sire. In attemptingthis, do not not command the
subject at one time to do something and then
wonder the next moment whether he will do it or
not. Do not allow any other thoughtr to enter
your mind, becanse, by dolng so, you destroy the
effects produced by the first thoughts. Repeat it
two or three times a day. This can be done
withont the subject’s knowledge. Marvelous re-
sults have been obtained throngh this mode.”

We may turn to the conrt records of Massa-
chusetts in the year 1688 and find evidence that
the witches knew how so use telepathy and hyp-
notism in as scientific a manner as some of our
able professois of this age. '

THE IRISH WITCH.

¢“She was a washerwoman, old and ignorant
and poor. She spoke a strange language. She
knew herself to be a witch. In 1688, four children
in one family living in Boston began to be afflicted
with pains in various parts of their bodles. A feat-
ure of their symptoms was the fact that the same
part was affected at the same time in each of the
‘children, though the children- were separated
from one another. First, one of the children was
affected, then another, until all were affected at
once.

“Her house was searched while she was on trial,
aud several images were found and brought to the
court. She acknowledged that her mode of tor-
menting the objects of her malice was to wet the
tips of her fingers with spittle, and stroke these
little images and think and mutter about the chil-

"dren. As she illustrated her method in the court,
a child in the room was taken with fits. On repeat-
ing the experiment, the same result followed. She
gave Cotton Mather the names of four persons
who formed a battery with her in her witchcraft
operations.

“On the 16th of November, 1688, she was hauled
in a cart, stared at and mocked at, through the
principal sireets from her prison to the gallows,
which at that time were erected on Boston Com-
mon. There she was hanged.”

We may turn to more ancient history and learn
that educated men -and women had a knowledge
of witchcraft (hypnotism), taught its nse, and
used it. :

The Talmud is composed of the important
teachings of the Jewish rabbis from about 1,000
years B.C. to 500 years A.D. In it we find re-
corded: _

““ None were elected to sit in the High Counci
of the Sanhedrim except men of stature, of wis-
dom, of imposing appearance, and of mature age
men who knew witchcraft and several langunages,
in order that the High Council of the Sanhedrim
should have no need of an interpreter.”

‘ Ninety.nine die from an evil mind for one
who dies in the usual manner.” =

““ The women of Israel in later generations
lapsed into the practice of witchcraft.”

¢ Yohana, the daughter of Ratibi, was a widow
who bewitched women in their confinement.”

Pages could be given to prove that witchcraft,
hypnotism, Mental Science, Christian Science,
and Holy Ghost were the same, viz., spirit or
spirits. ZENO.

Boston, Mass.

The Ingersoll Secular Society of Boston began
its fall mecting in Appleton Hall, Paine Memo-
rlal, on Sunday, Oct. 6. This soclety has a resi-
dent speaker, the Rev. J. P. Bland, who gave
v nearly forty lectureslast year.
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Letters of Friends.

Readers destrous of communicating with
the writers of the letters in this depart-
ment may address them in care of The
Truth Secker, 28 Lafayette Place, New
York, N. Y. and the Iletters will be
readdressed wnd forwarded.

Beliefs of the Presidents.
From the Daily Capital, DesMoines, Ia.

Washington, John Adams, Madison,
Moanroe, W. H. Harrison, Tyler, Taylor,
Fillmore, Pierce, and Arthur were Episco-
palians; Jackson, Polk, Buchanan, Cleve-
land, and Ben Harrison were Presbyter-
iaas; the two Adamses were Congregation-
alists; Jefferson was a Liberal; Van Buren
was a Reformed Dutch; Johnson, though
not a church member, was of Methodist be-
lief; Garfield was a Christian, or Disciple,
while Liincoln, Grant, and McKinley were
Methodists.

“Tane Capital is in receipt of a letter from
one of its readers at Allerton calling for
proot of our assertion that Lincoln and
Grant and McKinley were Methodists.
Tne letter refers specifically to an article
appzaring upon this page in which the vo-
cacutons, ages, churcn affiliations, etc., of
tne presidents were given. Lincoln, Grant,
and McKinley were referred to as Method-
ists. Tne Capital did not say that their
nimes Were on the church rolls, although
the name of William McKinley has been
upon the records since early youth. That
fact, we believe, 1s too well known to‘ad-
mit of controversy. President Lincoln was
not a member of any church, yet he affili-
ated a great deal with Methodists, and
Bishop Charles H. Fowler of that denomi-
nation was his close friend and spiritual
adviser., Touching upon this very question
the current issue of the New York Caoristian
Advocate says: ** Ulysses S. Grant was
from boyhood an attendant and liberal
supporter of the Methodist Episcopal
church and its educational and other gen-
eral enterprises, and long a trustee of the
local society with which he worshiped, but
he was not a comwmunicant.” Besides,
every one knows of the strong intimacy
which existed between General Grant and
Bishop John P, Newman of the Methodist
churchh. ‘These are the bare facts of the
case. The Capital cannot be drawn into

" any speculative controversy as to what
those men believed. It is enough to know
that their fame is secure and the memory
of their greatness and good deeds a perpet-
ual benediction,

To the Editor of The Truth Seeker.

I sent the Capital man the following, but
he backs down : C.wW.C.

Epitor DesMoines - DaiLy CAPITAL :
Your action on the question of the ** Meth-
odism "’ of Presidents Lincoln and Grant,
so bravely asserted in the Capital a few
days ago, and for which I called for proof,
is so fair and commendable, as editors go,
that I feel impelled to return thanks. But
while I am doing so, let me ask you one
more question —one of pure ethics—involv-
ing no one's religious views. Admitting,
as you do, that it was all a mistake; that
Lincoln and Grant were not Methodists,
would it not have been still more graceful
on your part to have apologized therefor
ana promised to ‘* do so no more?” But
instead, you cite the friendly relations ex-
isting between these men and certain Meth-
olists as jastifyiny their classification as
Methodists themselves (‘*straws,’’ ‘‘drown-
ing men!"’). Wny, I am friendly to most
preachers, and with one ‘‘ Disciple’’ I am
quite chummy, but I would be shocked to
hzsar (and probibly also the parson) that I
am therefore a Campbellite.

Tae truth is that this dishonest, tricky
practice of religious people claiming every-
thing in sight does much to bring religion
into disrepute. How much more fair and
straightforward it would have appeared on
the part of the compiler of those statistics
to have classed Lincoln and Grant with
Jefferson as ‘‘ Liberals,’’ where they be-
long, instead of as Methodists, for which
there was no warrant! Many of the wisest,
ablest, and best men have been Agnostics
-and Deists, and those narrow sectaries who
think all the wisdom and morality of earth
summed up in their church creeds would
better pose as moralists by frankly admit-
ting it to be a fact, instead of persistently
coupling what they call ‘‘ unbelief” only
with crime or misconduct. Yours for
¢ ¢straight goods,”’ C. W. CrLARrk.

Allerton, Ia.

Good for Many Years, We Trust.
To the Editor of The Truth Seeker

Inclosed find $5. I wish you to send me
your book of ‘“Forms and Ceremonies”
for funerals, as I expect to die some time
before long, and I am quite determined
that no orthodox tribe shall bave the han-
dling of me after I am dead. (You can
place the balance on my subscription.)

I cordially indorse almcst all I read in
The Truth S:eker. I think you will be re-
warded in some way for your arduous labor
to educate the people, but it seems to be a
matter of very slow growth. It seems to
me we must have more*men like Ingersoll
who could bring the wonderful evolution
theory before the public in such a way that
they could not but indorse it.

I will be seventy-four years old rext
April. I have been a life-long disbeliever
in the doctrine of cndless misery. My
health is better now than it was four years
ago. My father lived to be eighty-four
years old, and I possibly may stard it for
a while vet. Yours truly,

New York. J. L. MARTIN.

The Proportional Ballot.
To the Editor of The Truth Seeker.

‘We have observed that you have gener-
ously granted the Press-Writers a space of
3,000 words in the columns of your paper
on any subject that they think is of the
most importance to the world.

THE SURE BALLOT,
I believe, isthe only thing ‘‘that will lift the
cloud from ourcivilization,’’ as John Stuart
Mill puts it, and therefore from any ros-
trum I am willing to speak on this subject,
and in the columns of any and every paper
in which -I am generously granted space I
am trying to support it with my pen. It's
the ballot to uplift humanity, for it will
make human rights above ‘¢ vested rights;"’
it will abolish the boss in politics; it will
put honest men in office; it will destroy the
gerrymander and annihilate bribery and
ballot-box stuffing, and when the people
once rule by their real true representatives,
and not as now by misrepresentatives, it
will abolish poverty.
PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION

that gives every voter a preferential ballot
system to elect not only the President of
the United States, but every legislator,
congressman, alderman, and councilman,
will make the pecple rulers sxd will give a
government for, of, end by ike fecple.

There are 79,000 Jawyers in tke Urited
States and 75,000,0co of tke ki1d «i:
‘* common pecple ”’ that Lircoln said Ged
had made so mary of, ard cut ct rirety
U. S, senators and three I urdied and sixty
congressmen nine-tenths are lawyers; frcm
President to secretary of war, and even the
bootblacks in government service, we be-
lieve both state and national, all are law-
yers. Men who cram their brains with words
to sell and never a care or thought how or
what a mechanic, or farmer, or laborer
wants, needs, or desires in the making or
mending of the laws are law-makers and
executors of the laws. Is it any wonderlaw
has made some men worth millions, and
law has made millions of men worth-
less. 400,000 strikers for the right to
have a law to permit them to organize
labor unions may mean if this liberty is
not guaranteed to them 4,000,000, and
when that day comes to our nation it will
be a crime.

A SILENT REVOLUTION

would be theeffect of the proportional pref-
erential ballot. When a man standing in a
voting booth alone with God and his lead-
pencil can mark his baltot 1 for his first
choice; 2 for his second choice, and 3 for
his third choice; and when the counting
comes, and his first choice is not needed—
because candidate is already elected, or is
declared ‘‘ out’’ of the race by the judge of
the election count—the voter's ballot is not
thrown away as now, butthe second choice
is taken if needed, or the third choice until
that vote is used to elect somebody.

No man’s vote is nulled by another’s;
no man's vote robs another of its true ef-
fectiveness, and in Australia it is called the
effective vote, in the United States the sure
ballot.

Belgium’s king has given his people a
proportional ballot that has in one election
demonstrated that the people will be able to
rule if they are given the right suffrage
laws. Switzerland in seven cantons has it.

include God.

Tasmania has used it in the election of her
senators and representatives to the Federal
Parliament of Australia, and the press of
that island state of Australiais glorying in
their great and pure democracy that has
given every man a sure ballot and that
every man can point with .pride and truly
say, ‘‘I have my own representative in our
Federal Parliament.”

Great minds are thinking, ‘*We must
have a leaven to purify the body politic,”’

‘““we must have a force to destroy bosses-

and all the evils of combines and cliques of
unprincipled politicians and the wicked
rich.” And proportional representation is
the only remedy. By effective votes can
honest men take office and make and ad-
minister the laws for all, and then will
hate cease and peace will come to the
hearts of many, and plenty always follows
peace, " AUVERGNE L. AsTor, M. D.
Astor Place, E. Oakland, Cal.

Czolgosz and God.
To the Editor of The Truth Seeker

(The following comments were made
just after Cznolgosz's indictment, and I
think they still hold good.—O. J. R.)

The attorneys for Czolgosz, I under-
stand, propose to interpose the plea of in-
sanity. Now, I think this proposed plea is
a mistake. It certainly is wrong. If a
crime has been committed, the indictment
is not sweeping enough—others high in
authority should have been included. I
said “if a crime has been committed.”” It
may be that no crime has been committed.
If what President McKinleysaid in his bed
is true, then most certainly no crime has
been committed.

The President and the ministers agree’

that the killing was the *‘will of God,'’ that
it was 'God’s way,’’ and that ‘‘we must
bow submissively to his will.”’ AndTwish
to rise up and ask, if it was *‘God’s will,”’ or
*God’s way,”’ and that ‘‘way’’ ‘"was all
right,” how can Czolgosz be guilty of a
crime?

To make Czolgosz guilty of a crime you
must make God guilty of a crime. Is it a
crime to obey ‘*God's will’’—to follow along
‘“ his way ?"’ ’

The ministers of the gospel all agree, I
believe, that it is rot a crime, not even
wrong, to obey the will of God. If so, why
should Czolgo:rz be charged with wrong-
doing ? If Czolgosz is to be charged with
wrong-doing, then certainly Gced is to be
charged, too, ard the indictment shculd
It is not fair to indict Czol-
gosz and let God go—that is if it is true, as
President McKinley and the ministers say,

that it “‘was God’s way,’”’ and that “‘we ’

must bow submissive to his will.”’

The defense, as I have heard, is to be in-
sanity. As I have said, that is all wrong,
unless it is to be admitted that he who had
it done, or by whose will it was done, isin-
sane, too.

Either God and Czolgosz were both in-
sane when McKinley was shot, and the plot

back of the shooting was the plot of a.

couple of lunatics, or else God and Czol-
gosz were not insane, and the plot to kill
McKinley was all right. This conclusion
is so fairly drawn and so straightly drawn
that I do not see how the most astute doc-
tor of divinity can reason around it.

If God and Czolgosz were not insane
when they plotted to kill President McKin-
ley, and God is all-wise and just, then it is
all wrong to punish Czolgosz, or even try
him at all. They should not have even put
him under indictment, because to indict
him was to indict the wisdom and goodness
and justice of God. The defense the attor-
neys should make is not, therefore, insan-
ity, but justification—justifiable homicide
by a decree of God.

Czolgosz should show, and his lawyers
should show, that it was the act of God—
that the accused was simply the instrument
in the hands of Almighty God in the kill-
ing of McKinley, that he was not insane at
all. Inother words, they should show that
he was the right hand of God, or rather
God himself—Czolgosz being their author-
ity; and there is plenty of evidence to that
effect.

His attorneys should show that, instead
of lying under the charge of murder, he
should go free, and not only free, but
should be treated with especial considera-
tion and honor, for he is justly entitled to

- him alone.

them, having been chosen as the instru-

ment in the hands of Almighty God in
bringing President McKinley into ‘‘the
Master’s presence.” The President said
himself that he wanted to be nearer God,
and it certainly would be unreasonable
and unjust. to punish the man God sent to
bring him home. .

They could well show that it would be
not only an outrage, but a veritable swin-
dle on justice, to sing praises to God and
pray praises to him for bringing McKinley
nearer to ‘‘ Him,” and then turn round
and punish the man God selected to fetch
him home. Yes, sir, it is unreasonable,

To honor God and disgrace Czolgosz is
not right if it was God’s will to have the
killing done, and President McKinley and
the preachers agree that it was God’s will
to have it done, or it would not have been
done. . .

Yes, indeed, the lawyers will make a
mistake in setting up the pretext of insan-
ity. That plea is a reflection on Czolgosz.
It stigmatizes his mind. It practically
makes him out a nobody. The other plea
would glorify him and make him the ¢qual
of Abraham and others who obeyed God'’s
will ; and there is no doubt that he obeyed
God's will. The lawyers can not only quote
President McKinley himself, who said that:
it was ‘“ God’'s will,”” but about all the
prayers that have gone up to the ‘‘throne
of grace’’ since the hour of the shooting,
as authority on which to ask for an ac-
quittal. '

No, indeed, it won't do to honor the
king, as it were, and then kill his duly ac-
credited agent. To do thatis a good deal
like killing the bearer of a flag of truce
and then expecting to have the kindly favor
of him who sent it.

By all means let the lawyers plead the
facts and the law in the case, as outlined
by the prayers and songs and sermons. If
they will do this, they certainly will be able
to ‘‘clear” Czolgosz.

My own private opinion is that God was
mistaken in bhaving McKinley killed. I
think he did wrong. He should have let
While I am not a Republican,
and have not been for a good many years,
yet I will be candid enough to say that in
many things McKinley has done very well
—almost as well as I could have done
myself. And so I say God should have let
him alone.

If I had been able to give God any ad-
vice on the subject, I would have said:
“Don’t kill McKinley for not being an
anarchist; rebuke him for being in thisage
of the world a whisky-man; that is, for al-
lowing this business to flourish in the army
and navy, and to go on without his presi-
dential protest in the country, and at a
time, too, when all science has pronounced
against it."! =

Cincinnati, O. OLIN J. Ross.

Mrs. Austin Has Her Say.
To the Editor of The Truth Seeker.

We are strangers, but I am not modest
about addressing a stranger when I have
something to say. I am heartily disgusted
with The Truth Seeker editorial on the
assassination of McKinley. It sounds
cowardly and it sounds hypocritical.

If the ‘‘enactment of repressive laws’’
would be ‘‘proper emough to protect our
representatives,’”’ how can anything that is
thus proper work ‘‘injustice to innocent
people’’? Wouldn't it be more in line with
common sense to protest faz/y against the
enactment of repressive laws, which can-
not be right or proper under any czrcum-
stances?

Besides, I cannot see as our representa-
tives deserve special laws for their protec-
tion any more than the hod.cariier or day
laborer, who on the whole is a far more
useful member of society.

I am sorry to see The Truth Seeker grow
rabid in its denunciation of Czolgosz. The
line of reasoning adopted by the Editor,
namely, that Czolgosz cannot complain at
the infliction of the death penalty, because
he resorted to ‘‘ deadly weapons; that if he
could reason he had the right to use them,
then he must admit others have the same
right’’ —this line of reasoming, I say, is
probably the one Czolgosz followed. The
ruling classes murder men, year in and
year out, legally of course. Their first
resort in every difficulty is deadly weapons.

Czolgosz simply followed their example,
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He presumed it was his duty and a benefit
to humanity to remove a certain man, and
he didit, The man had never harmed him
directly, it is true; neither had the culprit
in the felon’s dock who received the death
sentence from a murderous judge ever
harmed that judge directly, but the judge
presumed he had a duty to perform in re-
moving that man, and he did it. I can see
no difference in the two acts; both are the
wilful taking of human life, but if obliged
to choose between the two I should say
Czolgosz's motive was the mnobler of the
two. His act meant self-destruction, and
this proved his sincerity to a mistaken idea
of duty. On the other hand, no judge would
sentence another man to death, if the sen-
tence meant his own doom. This proves
that their idea of duty is a hypocritical
pretense. The assertion in the editorial
that *‘ the savage has assassinated our lib-
erties as well as our representative and
there is but one deserved fate for Jam,
death!"” has a good old-fashioncd 111y to
it, something like ‘*an eye for an eye,”’
etc. Perhaps if the ruling class woulid set
a less bloodthirsty example before men,
there would not be these feww occasions to
weep and wail over the untimely taking off
of one of their number. That talk about
‘*assassinating our liberties’’ is bombast.
No man can kill liberty. The spirit of
liberty will die only when the race is ex-
tinct.

Forthree weeks the pulpit and press of
this country have so far surpassed Czol-
gosz in their exhibition of murderous frenzy
that the latter seems an angel of light in
comparison. They have done their best to
incite the mob spirit in the ignorant fanat-
ies, and Z/4/s while innocent men and
women are under arrest, with no shadow of
evidence against them. The Pressbasso
lied about and vilified an innocent woman
that, zf acquztted, her life isin danger. Yet
you infernal headlights of The Truth
Seeker dare not write an editorial in con-
demnation of this spirit, or say one word
in defense of our imprisoned comrades,
whom you £now fo be innocent. 1'd hate
to feel as small as you must, and I know
you will not get angry at anything I say,
for you will feel you deserve zt. One con-
solation: I learned in The Truth Seeker
news items who that miserable cur John J.
O’Rorke is. His letter is circulating far
and wide in the press, and unspeakably de-
fames Emma Goldman. Theone who made
the comment, ‘‘ that his statement so far as
the Manhattan Liberal Club is concerned
isa lie,”’ might just as well have said the
whole letter is a /ze. O’Rorke is a fine
specimen of humanity; no use wactirg
breath condemning Czolgosz while suiL as
he disgrace the earth.

Well, I’ve said my say, and I feel heart-
sick over the cowardice and brutality of
this age. Sincerely yours,

Caplinger Mills, Mo. KATE AUSTIN,

The Minister Is Mistaken.
To the Editor of The Truth Seeker.

In talking with a Unitarian minister I
made the remark that it was too bad that
the missionaries had caused so much
trouble in China, and he immediately de-
nied their having caused it. Now, I would
like to know whether I am right or not.
This minister says that occasionally the
missionaries have overstepped their bounds,
perhaps, but as a class they have notcaused
the trouble. I called his attention to what
Mark Twain says about them and he as-
serts that Mark Twain has taken back all
of the important things he has said in con-
nection with the trouble and declares him-
self s orry for having said them. Respect-
fully, CiARLES B. MAYNARD.

Massachusetts.

[It is generally granted that the mission-
aries did their part in stirring up the discon-
tent which resulted in the Chinese war.
That they attacked the Chinege is of course
not claimed; it was their presence in the
country, attacking and denouncing the re-
ligion and customs of the natives, as well
as their assumption of power, backed by
guns and warships, that led to the uprising.
A Jesuit missionary, exiled by the govern-
ment of the Kaiser, was killed during a
riot, and Germany made the circumstance
the basis for extortionate claims on China,
even going so far as to compel the Chinese
government to erect a memorial chapel to
the dead Jesuit. That the missionaries
were hated by the Chineseas Christians a¢
well as foreigners is shown by the fact tha

their native converts were mobbed and in
some cases killed, which would not have
occurred had the Boxers’ animosity been
confined to foreigners. The minister
quoted by our correspondent is wholly mis-
taken about Mark Twain taking anything
back. On the contrary, Mark Twain reit-
erates his original accusations against the
missionaries, and makes his statements
stronger every time he repeats them. And
he has not said that he is sorry.—Ep. T. S.]
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The Diegesis
Rev. RoBERT TAYngfhz.B. and M.R.CS.

Being a Discovery of the Origin, Evidences,and
Early History of Christianity, never yet before
or elsewhere so fully and faithfull v set forth,

The book was written while the author was
imprisoned in Oakham jail for heresy, in 182q.

Large octavo, cloth, 440 pages, price reduced
to $r.50.

Good Sense;

OR

Natural Ideas Opoosed to Su-
vernatural.

This is a translation by H. D. Robinson of a
work entitled ** Le Bon bdens,” atiributed by the
translator to Baron D'Holpach. By others it is
alleged to have been written by Voltaire, and
still others attribute it to Jean Meslier, and 1t 1s
published as by him under the title of ** Supersti-
tion in all Ages.”” Whether Mesher was Voliaire
or D'Hoibach, or himself, the work is a very
sharp arraignment ot the chuich ana theology.

12mo., cloth, 220 pages. price reduced to 75 cents

The Secret Instructions of
ihe Jesuits.

FROM AN EDITION OF 1723.

The work is redolent of Jesuit craft, and
is a plain index to the chicanery, dishonesty,
and underhand working ot that order
against the welfare ot individuals and
society.

The edition of 1723, quoted by the highest
authorities as authentic, was so far as possi-
ble purchased and

SUPPRESSED BY THE JESUITS.
Our reprint is from a copy of the book

secured at a sale of rare works, and it is
doubtful that another could be found.

PRICE, 15 CENTS.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER,
28 Lafayette Place, New York.

Albert Stickney's Books.

Democratic Government. A Study
of Politics. 166 pages. 12mo, $1.

It is throughout thoroughly American, and
shows the democratic training that has made
New England life so forceful in all parts of the
country. It will arouse interest because of its
freshness and sensible patriotism.

The Political Problem.
12mo, 1.

The principles of needed reform, he argues,
are these: The popular assembly is the organ
whereby any people must utter its judgment
and its will. Administration must have only
one head. The popular assembly of each people
must have supreme control ot all its public
affairs, its administrative methods, its adminis-
trative head, and its own members.

A True Republic. 272 pp. 12mo, $1.

Very suggestive. He sketches the different
kinds of government people have lived under
and reviews our own., Every thinking Americar

should read it.
Address THE TRUTE SEEKER CO
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TeachingsofJesus

Not Adapted to Modern Civilization,
With the True Character of Mary Magdalen

By George W. Brown, M.D.

Revised and Enlarged Edition,
For sale at this office.

Price, 15 cents

REMSBURG’S PIANO AGENCY.

Lowest prices in America. Has patrons from
Maine to California. Pianos shipped anywhere
Nopay till tested, Send for particulars.

1. B. REMSBUR®@ & SON, Atchison, Kan.

INGERSOLL #® AS @ HE # IS,

The Truth About the Life, Works, and Character of COL. R. G. INGER-
SOLL with

A refutation of the baseless and false calumnies, libels, and slanders invented and
circulated by the clergy of the United States and elsewhere. The work covers the career
of Colonel Ingersoll in WAR, POLITICS, AND PRIVATE AND PUBLIC LIFE.

It disproves all the statements contained in the slanders of his clerical vilifiers.

W« Compeled with the approval and assistance of the family of Colonel Ingersoll.
196 pp. Cloth, 50 cents; paper, 25 cents.

RICHARDS’ BUST OF PAINE

David Richards, the sculptor, who died
in the summer of 18¢8, executed many well-
known works in marble. A few years ago
he made a statuette of Paineof which but a
few casts were taken, one of them being
preserved and highly prized by Colonel
Ingersoll.

This BUST OF PAINE was made as a
model for a large statue to be erected as a
national monument to Paine. Mr. Rich-
ards possessed a death-mask of Paine,
which with the paintings in existence en-
abled him to produce an accurate likeness
of Paine, and his genius as a sculptor has
given us a most spirited and graceful work.

These busts are finished in imitation
ivory and imitation bronze. They are fif-
teen inches high and ten inches wide. We
have put upon them the very low price of
%3, the purchaser paying expressage. We
box them free and deliver to express com-
panies.

When ordering please say which finish
(ivory or bronze) is desired.

Ernst Haeckel’s ILatest Book.

The Riddle of the Universe
At the Close of the Nineteenth Century

wlTh POK1RAll GF THE AUTHOR,

CONTENTS.

Psychic Gradations,

‘I1he Embiyology of the Soul,
The Phylogeny of the Soul,
Consclousness,

The Immortality of the Soul,
The Law of Substance,

The Evolution of the World,
The Unity of Nature,

Author’s Preface,
Translator’s Preface,

The Nature of the Problem,
Our Bodily Frame,

Our Late,

Qur Embryonic Development,
The History of Qur Species,
The Nature of the Soul,

God and the World,

Knowledge and Belief,

Scieonce and Christianity,

Our Monistic Religion,

Qur Monisiic Ethics,

Solution of the World-Problems,
Conclusion,

Index.

This is an English translation of Professor Haeckel’s magnificent work ‘* Die Welt-
rathsel.” The maia strength of the book lies in a terse and telling summary of scientific
acnievemzats of the ninstesnth century in their relation ‘‘to the riddle of the universe.’
Dr. Haeckel has a world-wide reputation, and it will be gznerally conceded that this
probably his last great wotk, is a supreme and masterly effort,

Price, $1.50 Address
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 Lafayette Place, New York.

N

Now Ready. Fifth Edition.

HISTORY OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION

To the Year zoo.

BY CHARLES B. WAITE, A.M.

The author has made a thorough and careful revision for the Fifth Edition. Hav
ing passed safely through the ordeal of adverse criticism, the book will undergo new
changes of consequence in the text. As a history it will stand as it was written.

The value of the work will, however, be enhanced by the addition of much new
matter in the Appendix. (

Among the additional articles in the Appendixis a dissertation on the Essenes, dis-
cussing the probability of Jesus having belonged to that sect. Also articles on the Zeal-
ots, and the Inquisition. The theory that the Inquisition was first established in the mid-
dle ages, about the 12th century, is shown to be without foundation. On the contrary, it
is traced back to the days of Jerome and Augustine, and is proved to have had its foun-
dation in the teachings of Paul and in the reported sayings of Jesus. In factitis shown
h at the Inquisition was a legitimate institution of the Christian religion.

The work has received the indorsement of eminent scholars in this country and
Europe; among whom may be mentioned Bjornstjerne Bjornson, the late Dr. Samuel
Davidson of London, and the late Prof. Gustav Volkmar of Zurich.

This is an octavo volume of about 6oo pages, printed on fine calendered paper,
tom large and elegant type, and handsomely bound.

Price, cloth, postpaid, $2.25.
dddress THE TRUTH SEEKER (CO0., 28 Lafayette Pl., New York.
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Children’s Corner.

Edited by MISS SUSAN H, WIXON,
Fall Rwver, Mass.

“ Between the dark and the daylight,
When the night is beginning to lower,

Comes a pause in the day’s occupations
That is known as the Children’s Hour.”

Revising Their Creed.

A group of theologians met
To modernize their creed,

‘Which held that black is white, and yet
Had satisfied their need.

Their great-grandfathers learned it on
Ta:zir great-grandmothers’ knees,
Ab»out predestination and
Electoral decrees.

In language more ambiguous
Than Latin upside down,

It taught that some are born to sin,
And some to wear the crown.

Those learned theologians fought,
Disputed, argued long;

And each one held that he was right.
And all the rest were wrong.

They all aimitted that the creed
Was symewhat out of date,

But still they were not all agreed
Just what to renovate.

B it whan their work was finished quite,
Their creed did nothing lack;
For where it once read ‘‘black i$ white,’’
It now reads ‘‘ white is black.””
—E. Frank Lintaber.

Power in a Pouhd of Coal.

A pound of coal can produce power
sufficient to pull a large express train a dis-
tance of one-sixth of a mile, going at the
rate of fifty miles an hour, so writes an ex-
pert locomotive engineer.

“You would be surprised at the wonder-
ful amount of work which the energy from
this small quantity of coal can do. For
the purpose of explaining, take, for in-
stance, a pound of what might be called
average coal, containing about 10,0co heat
units. This would be somewhat smallerin
s’ze than a man’s fist. If this pound of
coal could be burned completely and en-
tirely under water and all of its heatshould
go into.the water, at a temperature of 62
degrees, 5 pounds of water could be raised
to the height of 1 foot. If this pound of
coal could be completely burned in water 1
foot deep, with a tempzrature of 64 de-
grees, and all the heat from this coal be
imparted to the water, this water would
become 16 1:2ress hotter, thus being suit-
able for a comfortable bath. If adapted to
mz:chanical work, the 10.000 heat units in
this 1 pound of coal would be equivalent to
236 horse-power. The 236 horse-power of
potential energy contained in the pound of
coal is enough to haul a train of eight cars
for a period of one-fifth of a minute, or a
distance of one-sixth of a mile, going at the
rate of fifty miles an hour. It has also
b:en found to be ableto draw a cabletrain,
including the grip car and trailer, for a dis-
tance of two miles at the rate of nine miles
an hour. It would also be of sufficient
power to pull an electric car well filled
with passengers for two miles and a half at
a rate of ten miles an hour. If the power
in this pound of coal is compared with the
work of a strong man used to hard labor it
would be found that there is more than
sufficient power in the pound of coal to do
in one minute the day’s work, of eight
hours, of five strong men. Thisis accounted
forin this way : The work of a strong man,
used to hard work, is estimated as being
eq 1al to one-tenth of a horse-power. The
eight hours he works is equivalent to 480
minutes. Naturally, while working a man
makes a great number of stops, either to
rest or to change the monotony of his posi-
tion. Thesestops, then, would withcut diffi-
culty take up one-tenth of the man’s time,
Thus this would reduce 1the time of actual
work down to 432 minutes. This time, at
one-tenth of the horse-power, makes the
total of his day’s labor amount to 43.2
horse-power. At this rate it is shown that
it would take 2,600 strong men, working
constantly, to do jointly the same amount
of work in one minute as can be done by
the single pound of coal. Another line of
work in which the superiority of a pound
of coal is shown beside the labor of man
is that of sawing wood. A man may con-

sider himself a swift sawyer by making
sixty strokes a minute, each stroke of the
blade having progressed 5 feet a minute;
but a circular saw, driven by machinery,
may be put through seventy times that dis-
tance and saw seventy times as much wood.
Still, this little pound of coal has the
power to keep in operation 180 suchsaws.’’

The Words 1 Did Not Say.

Many a word my tongue has uttered
Has brought me sorrow at eventide,
And I have grieved with a grieving bitter
Over speech of anger and scorn and
pride; :
But never a word in my heart remembered
As I sit with myself at the close of day.
Has pierced with repentance more unavail-
ing
Than have the words I did not say.

The word of cheer that I might have whis-
pered
To a heartthat wasbreaking with weight
of woe,

The word of hope that I might have given
1'0 one whose courage was ebbing low,
The word of warning I should havespoken
In the ear of one who walked astray—

Oh. how they come with a sad rebuking,
Those helpful words that I did not say,

So many and sweet: if I had but said them
How glad my heart them would have
been; :

What a dew of blessing would fall upon it
As the day’s remembrances gather in;
But I said them not and the chance forever
Is gone with the moments of yesterday,
And I sit alone with a spirit burdnned
By all the words that I did not say.

The morrow will come with its new beg{n-
ning,’
Glad aud graad, through the morning’s
gates—
Shall I not then with this thought beside

me
Go bravely forth in the work that waits!
Giving a message of cheer and kindness
To all I meet on the world’s highway,
So that I never will grieve at twilight
Over the words that I did not say?
—L. M. Montgamery.

His ¢¢ Sunflower ’’ Face.

These incidentsabout Horace Greeley,the
first president of the New York Liberal
Club, aretold in the Youth’s Companion:

Few men havehad the fortune to possess
a countenance so obviously and entirely
representative of their character as was
that round, beaming, benevolent visage, a
cross between that of an infant and a
farmer from Wayback, which all America
once knew as Horace Greeley’s. Crowned
with a hat which could not by any possi-
bility be mistaken for the head-wear of
any one but its owner, set in a reverend
fringe of white whiskers, and adorned with
large, gleaming glasses through which
peered a pair of mild, blus eyes, shrewd
and twinkling in expression atone moment,
helpless and appealing the next, no one
who had once seen Mr. Greeley, or even a
good portrait of him, was likely to forget
or mistake his distinctive physiognomy.

In the earlier days of his editorial fame,
however, it was less universally known
than later, and amusing tales were current
in the Tribune office of its first ¢ffect upon
strangers. One brilliant writer, afterward
one of Greeley’s right-hand men, paused on
the threshold on his first visit to the edi-
torial sanctum, where Mr. Greeley, perched
on a tall stool, was busily scribbling, and
whisperedto his guide:

““You don’t mean totell me that's Gree.
ley—that nice old baby in the high chair?
Good gracious!”’

Another effective description was that of
a needy son of the Emerald Isle who had
sought a humble job about the place, and
accidentally encountering Mr. Greeley in
the corridor, without knowing who he was,
had the good fortune to he questioned by
him personally, and finally engaged. As
he went about his work, one of his new
comrades joked him about his luck in'deal-
ing directly with the chief. The grateful
Irishman ¢ pened his eyes wide, and burst
into picturesque speech. '

** Sure, and was that himself?’’ he cried,
eagerly. ‘‘Was that Mr. Greeley—him
wid the face iike a blissed ould sunfiower
wid a shmile on it? Meself wud be calling
down the blessings of hivin on his head, if
they weren’t there already as plain to be-
hould as kis whiskers."’

It was an expressive tribute to a counte-
nance radiant with good-will.

The Modern Sea Captain.

On the St. Paul the captain and navigat-
ing officers have their quarters on theawn-

ing deck adjacent to the bridge. Thisdeck -

is as high as a church tower above the keel
and is reserved exclusively for the officers
mentioned, so that they may be secluded
from every distraction in workingthe ship,
ard may have a full view of her from stem
to stern in all circumstances. The bridge
is equipped with a telegraph system com-
muaicating with every other department
of the ship —with the engine room, with the
after wheelhouse, with the bows, and with
every point to which it may be necessaryto
send an order.

It is on this bridge, seventy feet above
the keel plates, that the captain spends his
most anxious hours—in foggy weather and
foul, in sunshine, too, and by starry night
as well as when gales are bawling, spray
flying, icy seas pounding, when the night
is so dark that the lookout cannot see a
ship-length ahead, when derelicts or tow-
ering icebergs may lie in the path just
ahead—in middle watch or dog watch, any
watch is the captain’s—all for the honor of
the company he serves and for the love of
‘ Molly and the Babies'’ at home.

Nowadays, too, the captain is the host of
the ship. He is no longer the gruff, rough
sea dog in a pea-jacket of years gone by.
He must observe some of the social amen-
ities. He must talk to the passengers now
and then, when the weather is fine. He
must take his seat at table when he may.
He must be a kind of diplomat also, and
possess wit and tact and a patience sub-
lime. He must see that no jealousies de-
velop among the passengers.

1 have bzen told of the very obliging
captain who, to please the lady who asked
to be shown the equator while the ship was
in southern seas, pasted a hair across the
large end of a spyglass and told the lady to
look. And the lady, through the glass, de-
clared she could seethe equator *‘as plainly
asABC.”

One other polite captain I have heard of
—one who directed an officer on the bridge
to ‘‘do as the lady wishes,’! when the lady
requested that the captain steer the ship
over to the horizon so she could see what
the horizon was like.—Collier’'s Weekly.

Secular Sunday-School Lessons.
COMMANDMENTS.
Learn to do right and help others to.
Search for wisdom which benefits.

Have you traveled on cars,

With rush, roar, and jars?

Learned how the steam force

Moves the strong iron horse?
A JOURNEY.

Young people, take your geographies
and follow the route; then learn what else
you can about the places mentioned.

Find Danielson in eastern Connecticut.
My home is eight miles west of that city,
on a farm. So my journey began in a farm
wagon with peaches, apples. eggs, and
beans. As husband sold his prcduce,
friends greeted me with good wishes for
my journey. The Unitarian minister said:
** Tell those Freethinkers at their Congress
to do all the good they can and let religion
alone.”” He is a good man who studies and
preaches evolution, right living, temper-
ance, etc., and does not believe in miracles.

I went by cars to Norwich, thence by
trolley to New London, a breezy ride be-
side the Thames river, past hillsides clad
in green woods, and meadows, mansions,
and cottages. I stopped over night at the
nice sea-side cottage of my traveling com-
panion, Mrs. Wood.

Next forenoon the car ride to New York
was beside the Sound, by thriving villages,
cities, summer-resorts, green fields, and
woods, with dim glimpses of Long Island
across the waters.

In New York, first we crossed the city
to the Lackawanna railroad ferry and se-
cured our room in Knickerbocker Hotel,
where we left our baggage. That after-
noon in New York we crowded full, with a
call on the genial Editor of The Truth
Seeker; alook through Wanamaker’s huge
dry-goods store; a few minutes in Grace
church, dim with painted windows of the
passing age of superstitious dreams; then
we viewed the brown-stone mansions of
Fifth avenue and the live world of busi-
ness in Broadway. We finished the day in

Central Park, sharing with the city’s chil-
dren the enjoyment of nature ard art ccm-
bined, rambling among its mingling of
lakes, hills, rocks, trees, lowers, and me-
nagerie of living creatures from sea, forest,

and air.
All next day, from 9 A.M. to 8:30 p.M , We

traveled by rail, 410 miles, on the Lacka-
wanna railroad from New York to Buffalo.
Part of the way through northern New
Jersey is level; then mountains inter-
spersed with fertile valleys where cut
corn and buckwheat dotted the fields.
Thriving farms, villages, and cities are
scattered between wocded stretches and
mountain ranges. The car-track winds be-
tween the mountains like some huge snake,
sometimes skirting a crooked river. The
most picturesque portion is the Delaware
Water Gap, where cliffs rise on each side
of the river, steep and high.

In Buffalo the half-hour’s breezy trolley
ride to our hotel, 216 Bidwell Parkway,
was reviving, through the brilliantly elec-
tric-lighted broad streets of the well-built,
prosperous city. Both in Buffalo and New
York many buildings are draped in black,
mingled with white or purple, with flags
and portraits of our murdered President.

Evr1za MowRY BLIVEN.

What the Little Folks Are Saying.
APPROPRIATE TO THE DAY.

Mamma: ‘‘Come. boys, you mustn’t
quarrel that way on Sunday.”
Willie: ‘*But, ma, this is a religious

discussion we're having.”—Philadelphia
Record. .

TWO DEFINITIONS.

‘*Manhood suffrage’’ was recently ex
plained by a school child to be ‘“‘that state
of suffering unto which all mankind are
born.” This is almost as comprehensive
as a former announcement of Smith
Minor’s to the effect that the Salic law pre-
vented any man who was the son of a
woman ever coming to the throne.—Lon-
don Globe.

READY TO OBLIGE.

A new boy had cometo school fresh from
the country, and the ready ‘‘sir’”’ and
‘‘miss’’ of the city child were quite unknown

‘to him.

** What's your name ?”” queried the mas-
ter.

‘‘George Hamilton.”

“Add ‘sir’ to that, boy."”

*‘Sir Gzorge Hamilton,” came the unex-
pected reply.—Boston Courier.

Lectures and Meetings,

The Manhattan Liberal Club meets every
Friday evening at 8 o’clock in the German
Masonic Temple, 220 East Fifteenth street,
New York, Program:

Oct. 11—''Chaos in Medicine.”” Dr. Philip
J. Reinle.

Oct. 18—* Crowd Not and Submit Not to’
Crowding.’”” Franklin Pierce.

Oct. 25—** Missions and Missionaries.”
Stephen T. Byington.

The Brooklyn Philosophical Association
meets every Sunday at 3 P. M., in the Lon
Island Business College Hall, South Eight.
street, between Bedford and Driggs avenues:

Oct. 13—‘“The Morals of Money Spend-
ing.”” Mrs. Frederick Nathan.

Oct. 20—*' The Police Power of a Munici-
pality.’’ Clarence Lexow.

Oct. 27— Is Government Worth What It
Costs?’’ John S, Crosby.

RIGHT LIVING.

Ethics as Understood by a Stu-
‘ ~ dent of Science.

By SUSAN H. WIXON.
Sixty Chapters. Price, $1.

Considering from a rationalistic view point
those fair humanities that make life worthy to be
lived. It will help everybody.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER,
28 Lafayette Place, New York

TeachingsofJesu;

Not Adapted to Modern Civilization,
With the True Character of Mary Magdalen

By George W. Brown, M.D.
Reviged and Enlarged Edition. Price,x5cent
For sale at this office,
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SELF-HYPNOTIC spmsisop, = dat
HEALING NQT-IC- ng.ve 1:'1'0fes'sed9 of

CURING THEMSELVES
of such diseases as they have tailed in with
medicine. All accomplished through the teach-
{ngs of my origipal systemof SELF-RYPNOT-
IC CON I'ROL which also develops the Psychic
powers of man, enabling him to control his
dreams, read the minds ot friends and enemies,
visit unknown parts of the earth, s.lve har .
problems in this trance and remember all when
awake FIVE COMPLETE TRIAL LESSONS
wiil be sent for only 10 cents silver and z-cent
stamp for F‘vstaze. ac'ually enabling the student
to accomplish wonders without further charge.

PROF. R. E. DUTTON, Ph.D,
4t38 Lincoln, Nebraska, U.S.A.

THE CONFLICT BETWEEN
REASON AND SUPERSTITION

Theology Viewed by the Light of Mod-

ern Science.

By T.C. WIDDICOMBE.
A bpld attack upon the principles of Theology,
radically destroying all forms of Religion.

Price, 10 Cents.

Adadress THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.,
28 Lafayette Place, New York

THE CRIME OF

CREDULITY
By Herbert N. Casson.

.. ‘This book is a masterly arraignment of Mys-
itcism in allits disguises. Its chapter on Chris-
tlan-Science is the most merciless analysis of
that delusion ever written. -

Mr. Casson’s standpoint is that of a twentieth
century rationalist. His purpose is to ** draw
the line sharply between what is rational and
what is superstitious.” No book could be bet-
ter fitted to inculcate common sense aud clear-
headedness.

The author has ransacked the Middle Ages for
hig facts, and applied them to present-day prob-
lems in a terse and forceful manaer, His style
is bright, witty, and epigrammatic,

No progressive library is complete without
this book.

Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 25 cents.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.,
28 Lafayette Place, New York.

BOOKS BY SALADIN

(W. STEWART ROSS),
Editor of the London Agnostic Journal.

The Holy Lance —An Episode of
the Crusades and Other Monographs. Yet
another volume of brilliant. racy, scholarly
monographs from the pen of the editor of
the Agnostic Journal. The title of the book
is that of the first two chapters, in which
Mr. Stewart Ross relates an episode of the
Crusade. How admirably L= pictures the
siege of Antioch, the sufferings of the be-
sieged, and with what inimitable skill he
describes the prodigies wrought by the ‘‘holy
lance"'—that wonderful weapon brought to
Redeemer’s gore.” It is in these talesof
romance and war that Mr. Stewart Ross is
at his best, and the story which he heretells
is one of the most thrilling and powerful
examples of his matchless writings.—Liter-
ary Guide. Price, $1.25.

Did Jesus Christ Rise from the
Pead? The Evidences for the Resur-
rection Tried and Found Wanting. ‘‘One
of the best essays ever written on the sub-
ject.” Price, 25 cents.

For all of these works address
THE TRUTH SEEKER

From India to the
Planet Mars.

By THEODORE FLOURNOY,

A study of a case of somnambulism with
Glossolalia by Theodore Flournoy,
Professor of Psychology at the Univer-
sity of Geneva. Translated by Daniel
B. Vermilye. Illustrated. 467 pages.
Post 8vo, $1.50. .

This is a scientific record of observations ex-
tending over a period of five years made by
Professor Flournoy and his associates of the
Geneva University. The case is that of & Miss
Smith who claims to be the reincarnated spirit
of the favorite wife of a Hindoo Prince, who
lived in x40r. She also claims to be the reincar-
nated spirlt of Marie Antoinette,
France, beheaded in :7%;4
spirit journeys to the Planet Mars, using the

artian languace, and describes the scenes
costumes. and conversations in Mars.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.

ANCIENT PAGAN & MODERN

CHRISTIAN SYMBOLISM.
By Thomas Inman, M.D.

Popular edition, revised and enlarged, with an
Essay on Baal Worship, on the Assy-
rian Sacred “Grove,” and
other allied symbols.

Profusely Illustrated. Post Svo, cloth, $1.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO..
28 Lafayette Place, Now York.

REMSBURG’S PIANO AGENCY.

Lowest prices in America. Has patrons from
Maine to California. Pianos shipped anywhete
Nopay'till tested, Ssnad for particulars.

T & RUMSBORS & SON. Atchisan. Ka
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A NEW BIBLE PICTURE-BOOK,

OLD TESTAMENT STORIES COMIC-

ALLY ILLUSTRATED,

By WATSON HESTON.

CONTENTS:

Sustaining a Theory—Some Giants—Adventures and Work of Nogh

A Hanting Anecdote—Abraham, Christ's Gre:t

Family—Isaac and His * Sister ”—One of Twins—Jacob and Esau

cestor—A Quee

r
—Joseph

the Man of Dreams—Holy Moses—Balaam the Diviner-—Bloody Joshua—
the C?rln aign of Deborah and Barak Against Jabin and Sisera—General

Gideon
and Boaz—Unstable as Water, Go

d His Human Sacrifice—Samson the Strong—Ruth
e Water, ¢ d Shall Not Excel—David, God’s Favo-

rite—Some Stories from the Book of Kings—Adventures of the Prophets—

Jonah the Truthtul Sailor.

Four hundred pages—Two hundred Full-Page Picture” =

The
‘Given Concernin
ticity of the 0ld Testament—A Page

of Text to Each Picture.

Stories Humorously

Told—And Hard ¥
the Origin and Authen

acts

Boards, illuminated covers, $1; cloth, gilt side stamp, $1.50.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER,

28 Lafavette Pl., New York.

e g

TP SRR RO e

' BIS.

THE EVOLUTION OF MAN

His Religious Systems and Social

Customs.

By W. W. HARDWICKE, T1.D.

Of London, England. -
Ilustrated.

T'his book is an epitomized account of Man’s career, of the p

With a Chart of the Constellations.
hilosophy of Evo-

1ution, of the growth of religions, and an examination of the Christian Religion.
It is just what is wanted by the general reader who is inquiring for the first time
into the questions of the origin and development of man. And for the advanced
student it forms a valuable work of reference,.presenting a clear and precise sum-
mary of the mainfacts and arguments bearing on the great questions at issue be-

tween Christianity and Rationalism. It is direct and forcible
recommend it to all,

Opinions of the English Press.

Copy of the Tree of
Knowledge and Serpent,
found on an Assyrian
clay tablet, Circa =.c.
2000 (British museum).

DailK News.
complete number of Light.

in style, and we

Its teaching will be opposed by the majority and

- sharply criticised by many, while by others it will be
warmly welcomed as one ot the simplest and most lucid
expositions of ‘‘the fallacy of the Christian religion.”
His power of argument, his patient and untiring re-
search is disclosed in every page of his book.
ume is one which will rank with someof those written
by men whose disciple Dr. Hardwicke is.—Cambridge

The vol-

n adequate review of his book would require a
It is almost encyclopedic,

covering an enormous area in the vast fields of Science,

Sociology, Religion, Theology, and Spiritualism.

On all these, and other sub-

jects, Dr. Hardwicke is severely Rationalistic, Materialistic, Agnostic; but he is

a well-read and resolute thinker and critic.—Light.

Dr. Hardwicke has crammed a vast deal of information
into the present volume, which is particularly valuable in its
treatment of Pagan and Christian religion from the evolution-
ary -standpoint. He is refreshingly outspoken. )
hesitate to commend this work to the attention of Freetbink-
The instruction it conveys has been gathered over wide
fields of research, and is presented in an interesting manner.—

i Book Chat.

Books of the type recently furnished by Dr. Hardwicke are
urgently needed, in order that the man of timorous conscience
may be assisted in the task of depolarizing his old conceptions.

Dr. Hardwicke’s reasoning is clear and dispassionate; crowded -

though his book is with facts, there is no lack of logical presen-
tation, and the rare and curious information it contains gives
proof of much patient research. Solucidly and brightly runs
the tale of man’s evolution that even the advanced student will
not be disposéd to lay the book down until he has perused it to
the last page.—Ethical World. ‘

This book is a valuable summa.r{l of the latest results of
knowledge and investigations as to the religious system and
social customs which have contributed to the formation of that
complicated being called ‘‘Man.” Here is the very volume
wanted by thousands of earnest inquirers into the origin and his-
tory of religion. The book is really a library in itself.—Rey-

* Weekly Newspaper.
noldaf this gx}',eat wOl?k ‘ive have imported a limited edition, and
offer it for the low price of $1.75. .

PRICE, $1.265

We do not.

Co of a
sma 1? ybronze
.image of the
Egyptian Vir-
gin Mother Isis,
with the Infant
Horus, and the
Fish.— Inman’s
Ancient Faiths.
Circa B . 000.

Address TE TRuTH SEEKER CoMpaNy, 28 Lafayette Place, New York

REMOVAL!

On Seli{. sth I shall permanently locate in
DENVER, COL. Address all letters and pack-
ages after that date as above. My facilities to
fill orders for Diamonds, Watches, Chains,
Jewe ry, Watch-work, etc., will be better than
ever and Itrust my many patrons throughout
the United States will continue their favois as
in the past. Serd for price-.ists of above; also.of
Ingersoll Spoons, Freethought andother Badges,
etc., and my famous tract: ““Theism in the Cruci-

ble 7 free.
OTTO WETTSTEIN,
1,945 Logan Ave., Denver, Col.

WATER OF LIFE.

The most reliable remedy.for Stomach. Liver-
and Kidneys. Bright’s Disease or Diabetes per-
fectly cured by its use. It imparts vigor andlife
tothe whole sy<tem. Is an unfailing cure for
weak eyes, should be applied dailf' as a wash-
Tno1sinds of testimonials from ali parts certify
to its healing virtues. Sold in g gallon carboys
at $3.50, money to accompany the order. Write
to Wyoming Mineral Water Co., so So. Main St.
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 3max

ESTABLISHED 186s.
Thirty Years in the Business.
E.C. Reichwald & Bro

Commission Merchants.

FRUITS and VEGETABLES

Apples, Cranberries, Potatoes, Butter, Eggs
Cheese, Dried Fruits, Etc.

“romptness our main object. Correspondenc
solicited Car lots a specialty. e fill
orders for all kinds of prodnce.

143 South Water Street, Chicago.

- . "» L]
Bible in India:
Hindoo Origin of Hebrew and Christian

‘ Revelation.

Traaslated from “La Bible dans L'Inde,' 'by
Louis Jacolliot.

Price, cloth, $2.

History of the First Council

of Nice.

A WORLD’S CHRISTIAN CONVENTION
A.D., 325.
WITH A LIFE OF CONSTANTINE
By DEAN DUDLEY.
Price, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50 cents.
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.

An Essay on Miracles.

Being a Chapter from the
Philosophical Works of..

DAVID HUME.

This little work should be most widely distrib
nted, as it overwhelms the Christian system o
stperstition on one of its most vital tenets, I
shows the impossibility of Miracles, withou
which Christianity has no foundation at all. Neo
minister has ever been able to answer this argu
ment by David Hume, and it stands as impregna
ble 59 their assaults as does Paine’s ‘**Age of Rea
son,

This edition is in improved form, being printed
from new plates from new type, with cover
Single copy, 1o cents ; seven copies for so cents,
Twelve copies for one dollar.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER.
«8Lafavette Pl.. New York.

CELIBACY EX-
POSED.

By REV. G. T. FOX, M.A.
Price. xscents. Address thig office

PRIESTLY

NN
LS

18 to-day the most successfui in his line of praes
tice of any living physician, = He
=3 cures weaknesses of men,; as the re=

K sult of early indiscretions and lstex
excesses—by a medicineto beapp.
exteruslly, which comes in contsot
with the very seat of the complaint,
and restoration is complete. Te
know more of this great cure send 18
cents for ‘‘Dr, lellows’ Private
Counsellor’’ —a valuable booklet
which should be ju the hands of
every man, young or old, if sexus
ally weak, or troubled with Varico-
2 cele, or Atrophy (wasting of the

_- parts), Losses, Impoteucy, ete. Ad-

dress the Doctor at Vineland,

“# N. J , where he is permanently
=2 located, and be sure to give the

name of this paper
The rieht of Dr. Fellows’ ExternalApplication
to be called a true specific has been established
to our entire satisfaction, and it would not be
possible, we believe, for the public to find a
remedywhich more thoroughly sustainsits repu
tation as a curethan Dr.Fellows’ Outward Medi-
cation. Wa cannot refuse to indorse it unresrv-
edly to the-readers of thig journaliin the live of

the evidenee before us —Amwerican Journal.
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Gems of Thought.

The Freethinkers’ Pictorial

The books of every theological system
narrate acts of the grossest cruelty, which
are, without hesitation, ascribed to the
direct interposition of God.—Buckle.

By placing to Satan’s account all the
evil in the world, the priests exculpate the
deity of nothing. The invention of the
devil does not remedy the difficulty; on the
contrary, it but entangles the priests more
and more.—D’Holbach.

Think truly, and thy thoughts
Shall the world’s famine feed ;
Speak truly, and each word of thine
Shall be a fruitful seed ;
Live truly, and thy life shall be
A great and noble creed.
—Dr. H. Bonar.

It is an old remark that, as men are,
such they paint their gods ; and as in them-
selves the passionate or demoniac nature
long preponderated, so the gods they wor-
shiped were demons like themselves, jeal-
ous, capricious, exacting, revengeful—the
figures which fill the old mythologies and
appear partly in the Old Testament.—
Froude.

SACRIFICE AND CANNIBALISM.—It was su-
perstition that caused buman victims to be
immolated ; it was necessity that caused
them to be eaten. Which is the greater
crime—to assemble piously together to
plunge a knife into the heart of a girl
adorned with fillets. or to eat a worthless
man who has been killed in our own de-
fense?—Voltaire.

The French Revolution has excommuni-
cated the church from the power of work-
ing miracles; she has not been able. with
the assistance of all her saints, to work o7¢
miracle since the Revolution began; and
as she never stood in greater need than
now, we mav, without the aid of divina-
tion, conclude that all her former miracles
were tricks and lies.—Paine.

Suppose Joshua out of the way (and heis
going fast), the problem of human life re-
mains.
of us [the estimated population of the

2lobe], upon this ‘“‘bank and shoal of time.” |

alone. alone, alone, with none to help us
but ourselves. Let us help ourselves and
one another. And that is the whole of the
coming man’s religion.—James Parton.

As for passing fZrowg/t anv great and
glorious experience, and rising above it, as
an eagle micht flv athwart the evening sky
to rice into the still briohter and fairer re-
gions of the heavens. T cannet say that I
ever sailed so creditablv but my bark ever
seemed thwarted bv some side wind, and
weat off over the edge. and now only ocea-
sinnallv tacks back again toward the centre
of that sea again. I have outgrown noth-
ing good, but. T do not fear to sav. fallen
hahind hv whole continents of virtue. which
should -have heen paseced as islands in mvy
cource; but T trnst—whatelsecan T trust?—
that, with a stiff wind. some Fridav. when
T have thrown some of mv cargn over-
hoard. T mav make up for all that distance
lost.— Thoreau.

A SONG OF DUTY.

Whate’er betide. man must toil on:
He may not pause tno long to smile;

He musct toil on with brain or brawn,
For life is such a little while.

When joy too stronglv mav beguile,
Tis written, jov must he denjed ;

W= mav not pauca too long to smile;
We must toll on. whate’er betide.

And when a sorrow comes to him

Man may not pause too long to weep,
Grief chastens. tasted at the brim.

But it destrovs when qu=ffed too deep.
The onward march we still must keep,

Howe’er the spirit mav be tried,
We mav not pause too long to weep,

We must toil on, whate’er hetide.

. —Washington Star.

S» Aiffsrent are the colors of life as we

Jaok forward to the future or backward to |

the vast, and so different the opinions and
sentiment which this contrariety of appear-
ance naturally produces. that the conver-
sation of old and voung ends generally
with contempt or pity on either side. Toa
voung man enterine the world. with full-
ness of hope and ardor of pvrsuit, nothing
is =0 unpleasing as the cold caution, the
ecrupulnus diffidence. which experience and

Here we are, a thousand million ;

disappointments certainly infuce: and the
old man wouders in his turn that the world
never can ¢row wiser; that neither pre-
cepte nor testimonies ¢c~n cure boys of their
credulity and svofficiencv, and that no one

can he convinced that snares are laid for ;

him till he finds himsalf entangled. Thus
aone generation is alwave the scorn and
wonder of the other, and the notions of old
and voune arelike liguors of different orav-
itv and texture, which never can unite.—
Samuel Johnson,

Text-Book.

Some of the False Doctrines, Absurd Theological Decrees, and Cruel Deeds of .

the Roman Catholic and Protestant Churches. One Hundred
and Seventy-three Pages of Cited Facts, History,
Statistics, and Opinions of Acknowl-
edged Authorities to Sup-
port the Artist.

TWO HUNDRED AND ELEVEN FULL-PAGE ILLUSTRATIONS.

PRESS AND PERSONAL NOTICES OF THE TEXT-BOOK.

I received by last mail a copy of the ‘‘ Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book.”” I find it
to be superb, and if anything more sharp or cutting in its illustrations and truths than the
one previously published.—Wwm. HarT. |

The Truth Seeker Company has issued another of the Freethinkers’ Pictorial
Text-Books, which contains 211 full-page illustrations by that inimitable artist, Watson
Heston. Those who have seen the first one issued will wint this one also. No man who
believes in mind-freedom should fail to secure the book.—Living Issues, Salt Lake City.

This book constitutes the second of the Freethinkers' Pictorial Text-Books.
The drawings were executed by Mr. Watson Heston, an artist well-known to The Truth
Seeker’s readers, as well as to many other Liberals. They illustrate in an excellent man-
ner the follies of the church, the stupidities of religion, and priestly hypocrisies. Such
illustrations have this good thing about them— that they are not so easily forgotten as
what one reads. The bookis in 9x12 size, with about 4.0 pages.— Forskaren ( Minneapolis).

This book is an entertainment and an education. The artist and the author unite in
showing up the false and foolish doctrines of the Christian church, and in exposing the
rascally deeds and tricks of Roman Catholics and Protestants. There are two hundred
and eieven full-page illustrations, every one of which is loaded. Everyone who has Part
I. of this unique work will want the second part.—Boston Investigator.

These pictures are of a character to cause the hair on a religious man's head to stand
onend. Many of them would make a Methodist parson laugh, and others wonder why
the artist hasn t been struck by lightning byan avenging providence.—Sunday Gazetteer,
Denison, Texas. o .

The second Freethinkers’ Pictorial Text-Book is the biggest thing I ever saw, read,
or heard of, and I claim to have seen some pretty big things in my life. I have been in
twenty-seven states of the Union, in Canada, through the war of the Rebellion, North
and South; attended Pat Gilmore’s Peace Jubilee in Boston three weeks; was correspond-
ent of three newspapers; heard the best singers in the world, the best musicians, includ-
ing the Queen's Band, and the celebrated composer of the Strauss Waltzes; was at the
Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia, in 1876, six months, etc., etc., etc.; but these de-
signs, delineations, and engravings beat all I ever witnessed, heard, or thought of before,
And I must not forget the compilation, which does credit to its author, whoever he or she
may be, for its application or fitness to the illustrations is so apt, full, yet concise, as to
challenge admiration for the intelligence, foresight, and adaptation of the compiler—ELLa
E. GiBson.

400 Pages, 12x9 inches, Bound in Boards, Illuminated Cover, $2; Cloth,
Gold Stamp. $2.50.

, Chas. Bradlaugh’s Life and
Writings.

A Few Words About the
Devil and Other Essays.

BY CHARLES BRADLAUGH.

With “the™ Storv of His Life as Told by
Himself, and the History of His Parlia-
mentary Struggle.

WITH PORTRAIT.
Cloth,'$1.

Paper, 50 cents.

Blue Laws
“Connecticut

Taken from the Public Records of the Colony of Con-
necticut previous to 1665, as printed in a compilation of the
Earlier Laws and Orders of the General Court of Connecti-
cut, from the Original Records remaining in the Office of
the Secretary of State; and from Dr. Lewis’s book on Sun-
day Legislation; also an Extract from the Constitution, or
Civil Compact Entered into and Adopted by the Towns
of Windsor, Hartford, and - Wethersfield in 1638-9, as con-
firmed by the General Court of Connecticut, and showing
the Biblical basis of Colonial Legislation Nine Illustra-
tions specially made for this volume. Special cover design
in colors. .

Nine Illustrations by W. Parker Bodfish.

The book includes an account of the Persecution of

Witches and Quakers in New England, and a summary of
he Blue Laws of Virginia.
) PRICE, 25 CENTS.

Address TaHE RUTH SEERER CompaNy, 28 Lafayette Place, New York city.

Specimen illustration

HENRY D.LLOYD'S BOOKS

Labor Copartnership.

Notes of a visit to co-operative workshops
factories,and farms in Great Britain and Ireland
in which employer, employee, and consume
share in ownership, management, and results
357 pages. Illustrated. Post 8vo, $x.

It will surprise most Americans to learn of the
foothold which cooperative societies have in
England, and that the membership of the dis-
tributive stores represents one-seventh of the
population of Great Britain. ~These societies
are now doing a business of $272,000,000 per year.
Mr. Lloyd writes with enthusiasm about the
strides which labor copartnership has made in a
few years, and his statistics prove that not only
is the workman benefited in the money sense, -
but heis also raised physically and mentally, and
has developed business ability and a capacity
for handling large problems that have always
been thought possible only to the chosen few.

Wealth Against Commonwealth.

567 pages 8vo $2.50. Popular edition, $r1.

This is the most complete history in existence
of the great combination of brains and capital
which still remains the type and model of all
trusts or monopolies. Mr. Lloyd hastraced the
growth of this institution fromits origin, in the
sagacity of one or a few business men of Cleve-
land, to its vast proportions now, when it con-
trols the oil markets and trade of a continent,
and is perhaps the n vst influential and most
dreaded financial power in America. The meth
ods and practices by which all corporate priv
leges have been grasped, and all corporate re
sponsibilities evaded. by which the common law
against monopolies has beexn successfully defied,
and all the resources of political, social,and
financial pressure, of legal skill, of statesman-
ship, of forensic delay, have been impres.ed
into its service against competitors and the pub-
lic. form a romance of the business world as
absorbing in its interest as any ancient or me-
diseval romance of conquest,

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.

o’
STORIES:

BYyW HRBACH

Price, 50 cents.
THE TRUTH SEEKER,

Address

»8 Lafayette P1 New York city.

SKETGHES OF GREATION

A popular view of some of the grand con-
clusions of science in refer-
ence to the history
of matter and

7fe.
By ALEXANDER WINCHELL.
460 pages, Illustrated. 12mo, $2.

There are many persons who desire some
knowledge of the origin, constiuction, and de-
velopment of the earth and of its relations tothe
other bodies inthe «nlar system, yet have neither
the time nor the patie1ce to master 1he details of
the subject. The y Will find this summary of the
matter better adapied to their purpose than
almost anything else that has appeared.
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.

Parents! Tram wup your Children
to repeat the songs mn tke...........

LIBERAL HYMN BOOK

and to sing them also
to the good old tunes.

Verses learned in youth stick fast in the memory
through life.

A Beautiful Holiday Gift. Priee, 25cents

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER,
28 Lafayette Pl., New York.

An Hour With the
Devil.

By D. M. BENNETT.

There was just as much known about the Dev
when Mr. Bennett, late editor of The Truth
Seeker, wrote this lecture as there i§ now, and he
put it all in. The lecture was entertaining, in-
structive, amusing, and was vastly enjoyed by
the audience, and subsequently by many thou
sands of teaders. Itis as good as ever,

Price, 10 cents.

Address The Truth Seeker,
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Not for Parsons.’

‘ When a man goes ter runuin’ fer office
you sometimes find out dat he was bo'n a
Baptist, raised a Methodist, en eddicated a
Presbyterian.” :

Mrs. Henpekt (scornfully): ““I don’t in-
tend to live with you any longer. I shall
get a divorce.” Henpekt (humbly): ‘I
wish, my dear, you would get me one, too."’
—Town Topics. o

THE MODERN AUTHOR.

His pen that never lacks for ink
He drives with eager clutch.
If he should ever stop to think
He couldn’t write so much.
—Washington Star.

PeAcEFUL SETTLEMENT.—** Did you have
any words with your mistress which caused
you to leave your last place ¢’

* Niver a wor-rd. Shure, an’ Oi locked
her in the bathroom. an’ tuk all me .things

_and slipped out as quiet as ye plase.”"—
Tit-Bits

Arr SassaTH FLowErs. — Orthodox
Mother: ‘* Ethel, how manv times must I
tell you it is wicked to pick flowers on the
Sabbath?’’

Ethel: * But, mother, I'm only picking
real Sabbath ones—Adam'’s-thread-ana-
needle, Timothy, Solomon’s seal, and Jack-
in-the-pulpit.”—Life.

Saw NOTHING SUPERNATURAL IN IT.—
Snunday-school Teacher: *’ You say Deliah
. cut Samson’s hair and it took away his
strength. Can you think of any reason why
it should have had that effect ?"’
. Tommy Tucker. ‘* Maybe he saw him-
self in the glass after she’d done it,
ma’am.”’—Chicago Tribune,

PrEseNcE oF MIND.—At one of the rail-
way-construction works in the vicinity of a
cartain city a highly esteemed clergyman
takss a great interest in the members of his
flock who are engaged in the cutting. The
other day he saw one of them enter a
““pub.” and hailed him; but Pat simply
looked and walked in. Waiting until he
came out, the reverend gentleman accosted
him thus:

** Pat, didn't you hear me calling 2’

**Yes, your ravrince, I did. but—but I

SINAI

Parallels in Heathen Myth
and Hebrew Scri

By A TEXAS PAGAN.

115 Large octavo pages. 75 ILLUSTRATIONS. Hluminated cover,
‘ fine paper. Price, 50 Cents.

pture.

DEUCALION AND PYRRHA—ANOTHER FLOOD STORY.

(From Sinai and Olympus.)

|
|
%
|
|
|
|

«Appeal to the Pious.”

A handsomely bound volume, the contents of
which are compiled 1n a condensed form and
with care and reverence, concerning the present
igsues between theology and science. The
church 18 moulting its old theological incrusta-
tion to bring into greater activity its living tis-
sue. This work 18 published to hasten the
change. Theonly book written by the author
in a long life of study. so cents.

UNSOLICITED TESTIMONIALS—MOSTLY FROM EN-
TIRE STRANGERS.

A unique and a plain, simple, candid analysis
ot religivus opini. ns, truth,ul, fair, and mild in
analyzing the superstitious notions of church
people. ‘f'ne author has shown xteat tact in his
conversations with the pious.—Dr. A. G.Hum-
phrey, Galesburg, Iil.

[ have referred to it often for the excellent
thought on the various points, and can say that
I am glad that I bought it.—J. Feudtner, Rush
ville, Ind. X

I have loaned it to several friends, all of whom
have pronounced it a good book, and when read
carefully fiom the flist to1he last it is very con-
vinc.ng It is one of the very oestbooks]ever
read—tcr one to read who is trying to think his
way out of the jungie of supeistition.—E. A.
Wood, M.D., Syracuse, N. Y.

It is all right in every iespect.~Thomas H.
Nichols, Black River Falls, Wis.

This litcle volume is a candid investigation of
theological claims and beliefs.. . . . itisiree
from the vilify:ng language frequently encoun- -
tered in Freethought literature. but instead

Druggist, Chicago. .

A work of merit. A candid and sensib’e inves-
tigation of theological claims and beliefs —
Truth Seeker, New York.

In this work an appropriate answer can be
found to every statement made in support
of the claims of modern Christianity, and to
every fling at scientific agnosticism or so-called

“infidelity.”"—Author.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER,
28 Lafavette Place, New Vork, N. Y.

Daniel K, Tenney’s
BOOKS

The Earth Not Created.

Fallacy of Al Cosmic Theories. ... Price, 15 cts.

An able argument to show that ths world has
always existed.

Never-Ending Life,

Assured by Science..coess-ses...Price, 6 cts.

‘The best scientific argumentin favor of a fu-
ture life that has ever before beena made.

Jehovah Interviewed,

Or Orthodoxy from Headquarters...Price, 6 cts.

A newspaper re%?rter goes up to heaven and in-
terviews Jehoval

Theology,

% MKts, Origin, Career and Destiny. ... Price, 10 cts.
One of the best and most comprehensive sum-
ming up of the absurdities of the Christian
Theology that has ever before appeared.

Thisis a lecture by a Texas Pagan, which has been illustrated by another.
The text is what the title describes, a comparison of the heathen myths with the
Hebrew tales told in scripture.

The subjects are treated in an up-to-date style. The textis pungently serious
and throughout the book runs a current of exquisite wit. There are many
chapters of the book which Voltaire could hardly have excelled. It is an easy
study in comparative religions, full of information, in a delightful way.

hal ouly the price of one !"’—Tit-Bits.

00000000 00000004 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 0000000000

INCREDIBLE,—A woman awoke in the
middle of the night with a shriek. ’

‘“ Johu,” she cried to her husband, ‘' my
sister Jane is dead! I know it! I have
just had a frightfully vivid dream about
her.”

But her husband quieted her, and pres-

|
|

ently she went to sleep, her cheeks still wet
with tears.

Then he noted the exact hour at which
his wife had had her dream.

The next day, as can be verified by any-
body who is skeptical. no messenger of any
sort came with a.telegram containing the

-sad news of the death of her sister Jane,
who, at last accounts, was alive and well.
—Sun. ‘

The New Age tells the following yarn o
an Augusta bachelor who had occasion to
g9 to Bnston on business. He went on the
night Pullman, and took a berth. Just
across the way was a handsome little wo-

Price, 50 Cents. o i

WW“‘MWWOOWW

By Elizabeth E. Evans.

The question of the historical existence of Jesus is vital and imperative.
basis of the whole structure of Biblical criticism, and the answer lurks between the lines
n all the reports of modern investigation.

THE CHRIST MYTH.

It lies at the

Holy Smoke in the Holy Land.
Price, 10 cts.
Susan H. Wizon says: *I have read, first and
last, many accounts of Palestine, or ‘the Holy
Land,’ but have never seen anything in thatline
that pleased me so well as this description by
Daniel K. Tenney."

The Plan of Salvation.

In this pamphlet Mr. Teuney shows the absurd-
ity of the Christian “Plan of Salvation in so
clear and ilain a manner that any Christian who
bas a spark of reason left cannot fail to see it.

“Owed” to the Clergy,  Price, 6 cts.

An address read before the Free Thought <Con-
gress held in Paine Hall, Boston, Nov. 17th, 1899

Price, 10 cts.

The Contents of Tue CarisT MYTH i8 as follow s
Preface, Mediators and Trinities, Christ and
the Gospels, The Two Genealogies of Christ, Doc-
. trine of Divine Paternity, Other Virgin-born Sa-
viors, John the Baptist, guddhistic Legends, The
Temptation, Precocity, Prophecy, Celestial Re-
joicing, etc., Disciples: the Doubter and the Trai-
tor, The Beatitudes, The Creation of the Christ,
Borrowed Miracles, Many Parallel Legends, Vi- The absurdities of the reputed teachings of Jesus
olations of the Unities. An Impossible Trial, After [  are here showa upas no other writer has ever
the Crucifixion, An Unverified Uprising of Citi- fonest reader that the most of them are Con-
zDeins. Inadiequa;zngganations. E cﬁt-Ascen(s:lon sumate nonsense.
screpancies, , Forgery, an uman Cre-
dulity, The Rhapsodies ogf John the Revelator,
The gacrarnent of the Eucharist, Christ Unknown
to His Contemporaries, Various Conceptions of
Logos and Mediator, Jesus Not a Perfect Example,
What is There Left? Advantages of Knowing
the Truth, Ecclesiastical Foundations Removed,
The Problem of the Future, Bibliography,

man and her three.year-old boy, Just be-
fore arriving in Baston early in the morn-
ing the twn were lauching and plavirg
together, and the gnod-natured bachelor
smiled to himself as he rose to dress. Sud-
denly a very small foot peeped out from the
curtains of the opposite berth. Witha twin.
kle in his eye the bachelor grabbed the
plump toe and began: ¢ This little pig
went to market; this little—"' *‘ That is
my foot, sir,”” said the indignant voice of a
woman. The silence which followed could
hs heard above the roar of the train.—
Christian Advocate.

The Master’s Masterpiece,
Or the Sermon on the Mount......Price, 10 cta.
This is the most thorough exposition of the fal-

\acies of this noted “sermon™ that was ever be-
fore published,

Modetn Theology and Its Ideal Jesus
Price, 10 cts.

The Hon. Daniel K. Tenney, the author of these
books, has been for many years the leading law-
yer in one of the most distinguished law firms in
Chicago, and there is not a more able writer in
Liberal ranks.

Address,

TRUTH-SEEKER COMPANY

28 Latavette Place. Newe: ¥ ot

A Harlem woman recently decided that
famil¥ prayers werenecessary to the proper
bringing-up of her young son Johnnie. Mr.
Jenkins, nominal head of the family, didn't |
exactly see the necessity, but, of course.
yielded to his wlfe.J Eé:e next morning af- -
ter breakfast the Jenkinses assembled in Everyone interested in the truth or falsity of the claims of the Christian church wil : .
the sitting-room, with a feeling of sup-| g, 4 thiermost helpful work. It will not shock the most devout; it will satisfy the most Father Of RepubIICS-
pressed excitement at the novel proceed- | jqical. It is charmingly written, all the author’s points are carefully and conscientiously
ings. After the scriptural reading thev | - i3ered, and once its perusal is begun the book will not be laid down till the conclu- By T. B. WAKEMAN.
knelt beside a long sofa, Mr. Jenkins at sion is reached. PAPER, 25 CENTS | Containing the address given by the author at

Hirdoo Virgin and Child.

) - th ili f the B Bust of
fomnuie in the miadle. Then Mr. jenkine THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 Lafayette Place, New York.  Faneirs s dn s e
offered up a prayer invoking the divine . Y 3% 299

This speech was pronounced one of the most
appreciative addresses on the author-hero ever
delivered. Price, ro cents,

presence, Jenkins's prayer was long and
fervent, After it had continued for five
minutes Johnnie got restless, decided it was
too monotonous. and interrunted in his thin.
boyish voice with: *‘ Yes, Dod; come and

Why Don’t God
sy o Sinwer " M. Jetkine concluden Kill the Devil?

Johnnie safely out of the way, he strangely | In two volumes, royal octavo, gilt tops, uniform with the author's edition of Paine’sWrit- .

remarked to his wife, ** That's the limit.” ings. Price, $5. With Poem of Same Title.
Family prayers have been abandoned at
the Jenkinses,—New York Times.

I.IFE OF THOMAS PATNE.

By MONCURE DANIEL CONWAY.

Price of the pamphlet, r5cents.
THE TRUTH SEEKER,

Address TaE Trura SEEgER CoMpany, 28 Lafayette Place, New York city
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The Press=Writers.
Press-Writers’ Notes.

Anarchy continues to be the lever used
by the most active Press-Writers to gain a
hearing in the more conservative press; and
that much abused and variously under-
stood word appears in the titles of many of
ths letters published this week.

In the Weekly Enquirer (Cincinnati, O.),
Sept. 26, Chas, A. Osborn scores the
**M. Ds.” for allowing the large mortality
amoag children and for vaccinating them;
Albert P. Lawis has a good ons entitled
‘‘Sentiment.’’

Tae Graphic-H:rald (Webster City,
Iowa). Sep*. 27, prints one from Mrs. Har-
riet M. Closz. on ‘'‘Free Speech and the
Virginia Constitution.”” The Progressive
Thinker (Chicago, Iil), Sept. 28, prints
Mrs. Closz’s answer to the New York
Journal's religious editorial of August 11;
the article was declined by the Journal.

The Damocrat (Elliott City, Md.), Sept.
28, prints Francis B Livesey on ‘Free
Speech and Free Press.” In another col-
umn, underthe caption, “Is He a Prophet?”’
the editor quotes an article in the Laurel
(Md.) Leader on Livesey's prediction of
McKinley's death a year since.

The Baltimore American, Sept. 28, prints
one from Kate Austinin defense of An-
archists; Sept. 30, Francis B. Livesey has
a fine letter on ‘‘ Anarchy and a Free
Press,”” claiming that a ‘' free press’'is
the most logical remedy for anarchy.

In the State Democrat (Easton, Md.),
Sezpt. 28, Livesey appears in one entitled,
“Should We B: Vaccinated?” and inthe
Centreville (Md.) Record of same date en-
titled ‘“ Discussion of Vaccination.'’

The Baltimore Sun. Oct. 1, prints one
from Livesey on ‘‘ Education and An-
archy.”

Inthe Bulletin (Philadelphia, Pa.), Sept.
26, J. M. Gilbert has a good on ‘‘Prophe-
cies.”” Sept. 27, D. Webster Groh has an-
other on Bible temperance; John J. Flem-
ing details the *‘ Cause of Anarchy.” Sept.
28, G. L. Gullickson writes of the Inquisi-
tion, and George B. Wheeler answers the
Rev. Dr. Dager’s statement '* that not one
of the twenty-seven names chosen for New
York’s Hall of Fame was a scoffer at the
Christian religion.”” The Rev. Dr. Dager
appeared in the Philalelphia North Ameri-
can, but the American declined to publish
Brother Wheeler’s reply, and it was then
sent to the Bulletin.

Tae Baltimore (M1 ) World, Sept. 27,
prints John G. Palmer on ‘‘Anarchism and
Assassination.”’

In the Boston Traveler, Szptember 27,
Mrs. Harriet M. Closz replies to a critic on
the ¢‘Rzligious Statistics of Prisons.”” F.
William E. Cullingford takes advantage of
Boston’s small-pox scare to get in one on
*‘Anti-Vaccination.’’ September 30, Fran-
cis B. Livesey writes of ** Hired Girls and
Hired Men ;"' Edward Stern declines quib-
bling.”

October 1, John J. Fleming has one on
“Trust;”’ Lucy Waters Phelps commends

~ Judge Smith’s decision that ‘‘Sunday Base
Ball” is not illegal. *‘Paine Hall” (Wil-
liam Duffhey) has one of the best letters
yet printed en the Paine-Franklin contro-
versy. October 2, Albert P. Lewis has a
fins ons commz:nding the noble character
and lofty sentiment in the writings of
Thomas Paine and Robert G. Ingersoll.

NEW MEMBERS.

¢ Debeck, Robert H., Woodfords, Me.
¢  Jones, W. O., Quenemo, Kan.
¢ Keever, Walter E., Box 228, Fountain
City, Ind.
c Mr]w;ilev. Ada M., Datil, Socorro county,
. M.

NAME WITHDRAWN. .

d Nichols, Dr. Charles-E., 19 Cortes street,
Boston, Mass.

DROPPED (mail returned).

¢ Frauber, T. L., Golden Rod, Watson
county, Tex.

e McKenzie, Alex, 100 Mather street, Law-
rence, Mass.

¢ Richardson, Julius A., Jamestown, N.V,

¢ Severance, G. A.. 88 Congress street,
New York, N. Y.

DIED. .
4 Wilms, J. C., N.W. corner 8th and Vine
streets, Cincinnati, O. .

* CORRECTIONS.

¢ Emmert, Leonard D., Box 215, Carlisle,
Pa.

a Gifford, Miss Mabel, Sharon, Mass.
¢ Varteyl, Gerrard, 153 W. 224 street, New
York, N. Y.
¢ Wilson; Dr. Thomas W., Rudefeha,
Wyo.
A. C. ARMSTRONG.
17 Leroy street, Dorchester, Mass.
A Target.
. ONE GREAT LESSON.

One great lesson the death of President
McKinley at the hands of an assassin has
taught the people is the necessity of more
moral and religious education. Not in
years has the secular press been so aroused
and laid so much stress upon this phase of
the subject. They realize that Atheism
leads to anarchism. All Anarchists are
Atheists. This condition of affairs may
call a halt on the so-called advanced, lib-
eral, free-thinking methods adopted in
some of our higher institutions of learning.
Our state schools have cried down the so-
called church colleges and charged that ec-
clesiasticism dominated the minds of the
students. On the other hand, the state
schools have tolerated, if not encouraged,
a freedom of moral and religious thinking
that has made it easy for the boy to get on
the high road to Infidelity and Atheism.
These so-called Freethinkers are not so
muchfree-thinkers as fool-thinkers, for Sol-
omon said: ¢‘The fool has said in bis heart
there is no God."”’ It is not the province of
the state to teach any creed or doctrine.
The established church is abhorrent to our
sense of religious freedom. But the state,
as a matter of protection and in order to
promote the highest citizenship, has the
right to demand that moral instruction,
based upon a belief in a God, should be the
cornerstone of our educational system.—
The Ledger. Noblesville, Ind.

A PAINE PICTURE

FOR FRAMING.
From the SHARP ENGRAVING
of the ROMNEY PORTRAI1

MONCURE D. CONWAY says.
**1 have seen in G. J. Holyoake's

library [Brighton, Eng.]a proof of the
large [Sharp] engraving, with an in
scription onthe back by Thomas Paine
who presented it to Rickman. It is
THE ENGLISH PAINE, IN ALL HIS
VIGOR."”’

Our picture is the same engraving
mentioned by Dr. Conway. The
features of the man he calls “the
English "Paine, in all his vigor,”
stand out with marvelous clearness
from the proofs. It is almost a resur-
rection. No admirer of Paine can
look on this picture without a feel.
ing of thankfuiness that the shadow
of himself which Paine pronounced
good and presented to his friend
Rickman has more than one hundred
years afterwards returned to displace
the caricatures and recopled like-
nesses that have heretofore done duty
as his portraits.

Oval 8xro wnches. Printed on the fine
and heaviést paper 16xz0 inckes.
Mailed, postpaid, - - =~ 50cts

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.
28 Lafayette Place, New York.

The Story

OF THE

Nineteenth Century,

By Henry Smith Williams.

Profusely illustrated. Crown 8vo. $2.50

As its name implies, this volume touches upon
all the important branches of science, explaining
their most complex developments in a manner
that, while being thorough, is within the com-
prehension of the average layman. It not only
brings one up to date in all the marvels of elec.
tricity, medical and physical science, and natura
phenomena, but it gives us an inkling of how the
savants were led to experiment, and adds most
interesting sketches of the men who have made
themselves famous by their researches. It isas
interesting as a novel, and is profusely illus-
trated, containing over one hundred beautifully
executed pictures.

It gives us the century’s progress in Astrono-
my, Paleontology, Geology, Meteorology, Phys-
ics, Chemistry, Biology, Anatomy, and Physjol.
ogy, Scientific Medicine, Experimental Psychol.
ogy, and considers some unsolved scientific prob.
lems from the standpoint of the Agnostic in
science. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO

Not only a “‘seeker”
but an expounder of
ascertained Truth:

<€ 99 The Leading Expo-
l\/l IN D’ nent of the New

e Thought Movement.
EDITED BY :

JOHN EMERY McLEAN and CHARLES BRODIE PATTERSON.

This is the world’s largest and niost important review of Liberal apd Advanced Thought. It
has just enteredits fifth successiul year, and has in preparation features that will render it more
attraecive than ever. Of immediateinterest 1s the beginning, with t.e October number, of a series
of portraits, with biographicsketches of leading contributors. . ]

Each issue is an epitome of the latest and best information obtainable concerning the subjects
upon waich MIND is quoted as authority—its special field being Progress and Research in

Science....co00000s Philosophy.......... Religion
Psychology........ Metaphysics........ Occultism
MIND is the acknowledged leader in the literary world, of the grcat Mental Science Movement
that is characteristic of our times, and skould be in the hands of every thinker.
80 pages monthly, large magazine size
$2.00 & yearseeeee. oo 20 cents a copy.

MIND is for sale on all news-stands, or may be obtained direct from the publishers.
THE ALLIANCE PUBLISHING CO., 569 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y.

Price Cut in "Two.

A $4.00 Book For $2.

Supernatural Religion.

An Inquiry into the Reality of Divine Revelation.

We have in stock a limited edition of this great work, which we are
anxious to dispose of, and to do so will cut the price as abov= stated. This
book Is published in London at $15 00, but our American edition has always
sold for $4.00. The work was published anonymously, but the author is
now known to be Mr. Cassels, a nephew of the great Dr. Pusey, and one of
the deepest scholars of England. Probably no work ever printed in Eng-
land excited greater interest than this. The great inquiry was, ‘“ Who is
the author ?’ It s most damaging to the claims of Christianity, and its po-
sitions and statements have never been refuted by the clergy. Itis very
scholarly, and enters Into the examination of the original Greek in detail
and with great exactness. It exhausts the subject of Miracles, the Synoptic
Gospels, the Fourth Gospel, the Acts of the Apostles, the Resurrection and
the Ascension, and contains full replies to the author’s critics.

The London Times in speaking of this great work uses this language:
“No book published in the world, at any time or in any age, has had the in-
fluence and effect on the thinking part of the community as this work. It
has done more to open the eyes of the ignoraut and credulous, and sweep-
away the dogmas and cobwebs of superstition, than any other book.”

The three volumes of the London edition (which sells for $15) are ac
curately reproduced in this single volume of 1,000 pages, and the index is
full and complete. While our edition lasts we shall sell it for $2 to the
readers of The Truth Seeker. Send in your orders early.

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 28 Lafayette Place, New York.

' The Dynamic Theory —\
L/~ Of Life and Mind ~

An attewapt to show that all Organic Beings are both Constructed and
Operated %y the Dynamic Agencies of their respective Environments

By JAMES B. ALEXANDER____—

OVER 400 ILLUSTRATIONS, 87 Chapters, 1,067 Pages, and a 3-column
index of ! pages. Price, Express Prepaid by us, only $2.75.

This book is the most complete explanation of the processes of Evolution that }ms been priqted. It
isn h}al,r?d?;)ook of thetheory oEI;EvolutiIc)m, and is the condensedﬁvet plain and exﬁ)l‘}cit information to be
fotind in a whole library. A good title for it would be **EVOLUTION EXPLAINE It is & demonstra-
tion of the origin and ‘development of the animal kingdom, including man, and that organlsms ine

‘stead of being hand-made and purposive (as theologians contend) are machme-tﬂade mgc"ines, o%er-
ated by forces outside of theimngelves (whifeh ovefrtuhrns_ tlile Christian dogma of ** freewill”), and that

Ind is not erson or thingat all, but a form of physical energy. ) L .

= It sshowsatge relationshigp existfn between man and the rest of animated creation in detail, prov.
ingthe common origin and blood relationshi It shows what the geologists have discovered, and
theages in which the different species have fiourished, It explains the natural selection of species,
their sexual and artificial selection, and the processes of differentiation. It shows the effect of temper-
sture and other modifying agencies. It explains the origin of sex, the &Ctlgn of the organs of our
bodieswhich produce the senses, showing where the race gets its conscience” and moral sense, what
*the Will”" is, and it answers according to the latest discoveries of science a hundred other equally
important questions. It isa summary of the knowledge of the world upon the subject of the develop-
ment of the earth and race. Y _ nnieal Int “ ﬁi\

It is & book for the Liberal student, lecturer, and debater. gives technical information in an
wntechnical and easily understood manner. It is direct, simple, explicit. Every Freethinker should
have it, should read it, should study it, and explain to the minister how foolish™ the little scheme of
creation and “salvation” is.

The price of this splendid work is $2.75. But we will send it with The Truth
Seeker a year at a large discount—both ordered together, $4.50.

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER,

‘Eighty Years and ['lore’

BEING THE REMINISCENCES OF
«==ELIZABETH CADY STANTON.=-=

12mo. 475 pp., complete in one volume, cloth bound, with eleven portraits.

Price, $2. Address” THE TRUTH SEEKER

»

o~ - 28 Lafayette Place, New Vork City, .



