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NOTES

Both the General Secretary and the Indian Section have reasons
to rejoice that our distinguished brother, Iqgbhal Narayan Gurtu, has
once more been elected General Secretary of the Theosophical Society
in India. Through him for yet another year will the Masters of the
Wisdom pour out their Life and Light on the Motherland. He has
recently been elected to the Legislative Council by a very big majority,
and, considering that his constituency consists of the graduates of the
Allahabad University, it is, we venture to think, a proof of the
appreciation of his great public services by the most intelligent section
of the voters in these provinces. We have also m this connection to
congratulate the Theosophical Society in India that yet another
distinguished Theosophist, A. Ringanatham Mudaliar, has been elected to
occupy the important position of Minister in the Presidency of Madras.
Yet another Theosophist, our good sister Mrs. Chandrashekhar Iyer
of Bangalore, has been rewarded the Kaisar-i-hind gold medal, as a
recoguition of the many years of noble and unselfish service in the
cause of women’s education in Bangalore. It is a matter of sincere
happiness to all of us, to note the ever increasing number of public
workers recruited from the ranks of the Theosophical Society. Our
great aspiration should be to supply a large and trained band of
workers and leaders for the service of our fellow men. We have
cectainly succeeded in seading out a few; but it is from among the
younger generation that we look for those who are to guide in an
ever-increasing measure the destiny of our country, those whose
privilege it will be to be the pioneers of the new civilization that
has already been founded.

The Annual Convention of the T.S. was held this year in Benares.
Both the President and Krishnaji were unable to be present, but the
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spite of hid great age—and the Benares winter was not over kind to him—
moved freely amongst the delegates radiating happiness and cheerfulness
all round,{and during the whole of the Convention we realised how
it is possibk for cur great President to work upon us even from a
great distamce.

*

* %
The convention lectures this year were quite remarkable, and
attracted large crowds of people. There is no doubt that the outside
public took a more friendly notice of this gathering than it usually

does. It is unnecessary here to comment upon the lectures, which
we trust will be pulished in the near future.

-

The Liberal Catholic Church and the Bharat Samaja Pooja
attracted a large number of people—the latter wos performed at the early
hour of seven in the morning on the large platform of the new temple
that is in course of construction. It is a very powerful ritual,
and the young people trained by Krishnaji to chant the mantras did
their work perfectly. The whole place was vibrant with new life and
vigour. The Liberal Catholic Church Services were very popular, and
a large number freely partook of the Holy Communion. It is interesting
to note the extraordinary attraction which the Church Services are
exercising upon young people. One wonders sometimes whether we
have not in our midst a number of egoes who have recently been in
Christain lands, and reincarnated in India at this time.

One of the most noticeable features of the Convention is the large
share taken by girls of the Theosophical School in the work of the
Convention. Bands of girls were seen at work everywhere in the
lecture tent, in the Liberal Catholic Church, on the platform of the
Hindu Temple and also at the refreshments stalls. This is a very
refreshing change, especially in Northern India, and though the situation
gives a certain amount of anxiety to the elders, it is our duty to mention
that on the whole the work is done by the girls with extraordinary
efficiency, decorum and dignity. Krishnaji’s teachings of the necessity
for being free and yet restrained, of being all the time happy and digni-
fied, seemed.to have been followed with great success. The future of
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these young girls and boys will indeed be a glorious one, and India may
well feel proud of them

Entertainments were provided in a very liberal manner i this Con-
vention. In the Convention held in 1923, Dr. Cousins and Mrs. Adair,
with the assistance of local friends, gave great impetus to the appreciation
of Indian Art by the holding of an Arts and Crafts exhibition, and we
note with gladness that since then Arts’ Exhibitions are being regularly held
in the province, and we have reasons to believe that a permanent home
will be established for the splendid treasure of art collected by the
Kala Parishad and by individual collectors in Benares. Our task, there-
fore, this year was rendered easier. For the Kala Parishad, the Fine
Art Society in Benares with Rai Krishnadas as one of its leading members,
joined hands with the Theosophical Society represented in its Arts’
Section by an artist, philosopher and poet, Dr. J. H Cousins, who has
impressed the Benares public so deeply that the Benares Hindu Univer-
sity has invited him to act as an honorary professor of the University,
and to devote a fortnight a year for the interpretation of English
literature to the students of the University.

The Theosophical Girls’ College gave a marvellous display in a
dramatic rendering of Krishnaji's “The Path”. Miss Elly Kastinger and
Miss Anasuya Wagle are the happy authors of this singular mode of
representing the different stages on the great path leading from the
mineral to the Divine, by means of dance and recitation. Miss Wagle
recited, and the . girls illustrated by dance the theme of the recitation.
The little elves were extra-ordinarily charming, and won the hearts
of every one. The Gnomes carried with them colored lights and the
geometrical solids, and in their symbolical dance described the process
of mineral creation. The whole performance, asthe Vice-President
remarked at the end, is a remarkable tribute to the quality of the culture
which is being given to the girls in the school and college.

Writing about the Convention in Benares, we take the opportunity
of expressing to Bishop Arundale the intense feeling of happiness and
love which we felt when he came back to us to spend a few days
in his old home in Shantikunja at Benares. The passage of time has
brought about many changes. Bishop Arundale “is no_more the leader
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individually have done very fine work in the field of ofitics and
social work. What is needed is a big co-operative effori, with the

-strength of the whole movement behind that effort, for our Society

stands for brotherhood, and every work that we do must Bear upon it
the impress of that mighty Brotherhood of which our Society is
but a faint reflection in the lower world. We are messengers of unity
and harmony to & world which is divided by differences of castes
and creeds; and it is to such a world that our privilege is to bring
the light of that Divine Wisdom which sweetly ordereth all
things. Bombay has been given a great privilege. We have no doubt
that it will go forward and give a lead in creative activity, not
only to our brother Theosophists in the other parts of India, but to
India as a whole.
**ﬂ

The General Secretary of the Theosophical Society in Wales,
Mr. Peter Freeman, has sent us a New Year's message which he
has issued to the Fellows of the T. S. in Wales. He asks us to
communicate his message to any Welsh members residing in India.
The message 1s not only useful for the Welsh members but is
patticularly helpful to our Indian members —Hindu, Christian and
Mahomedan. We have therefore taken the liberty of almost bodily
issuing the same message to the members of the Indian Section

with only necessary minor amendations and substituting India
for Wales.
¥

We regret to announce the death of brother Janki Prasad
of Lucknow after a severe and protracted illness. He was a zealous
and earnest theosophist and his deep study of Theosophical literature
was of immense help to many a new member. The Lucknow
Lodge was a very strong centre at one time and its strength was
chiefly due to his enthusiasm and untiring efforts. Even when
the rigour of the disease was overpowering the weak physical body
he did not forget the T. S. for which we understand he has bequeath-

ed a certain amount. ‘We beg to convey to the family of the deceased
our respectful condolences and pray that he may rest in Peace,
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- * THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY IN INDIA.

Headquarters Benas es.

Dear Fellow Metnber,
Will you please spend five minutes i reasing this letter carefully ? It applies to you petsonally
and individually
Finda tinfe when you can read it by yourself and consider :
(1) Whether ycu wish to help ;
(2) Howyouciahlp;
(3) Whether you feel disposed to make a definite decision as t0 how YOU can best
act and work for the Ideals before us.
1t 1s loped each Lodge acd Centre will place 1t bef te a Members’ Meeting at a convenient
eprottunity to consider 1ts practica application.

Extract from “A Message to F. T. S. from an Elder Brother,” read
to the Convention of The Theosophical Society at Adyar
in December 1925 by Dr. Annie Besant

“A second half century of fine promise lies before you. We say
to you: You have the power to do more in the immediate future than
any other body of men and women has ever achieved before. We say
to you: Within this next half-century you can make Brotherhood a
living reality in the world. You can cause the warring classes, castes
and nations to cease their quarrellings, the warring faiths to live once
more in Brotherhood, respect and understanding

“Make Theosophy a living force in your lives, and through your
example those class and caste distinctions which for so long have bred
hatred and misery, shall at no distant time come to be but distinctions
of function in the common service of the nation.family and of the
World-Brotherhood.

“Great alchemists shall you be, if you will, transmuting ignorance
into wisdom, hatred into active love, suspicion into trust, separative
pride into loyal comradeship. Great gardeners shall you be, if you will,
making of the world a garden of fragrant flowers, freeing the soil from
noxious weeds. Great Elder Brothers shall you be, if you will,
protecting all younger than yourselves, blessing them with your tender,
wise and strong compassion, giving ever more as those to whom your
compassion is due are more and more behind you on the pathway of life.

“Be very tender to little children, yet more tender still to all who
err—knowing little of the Wisdom ; and tenderer still to animals, that
they may pass to their next pathway through the door of love rather
than through that of hatred. Cherish, too, the flowers and trees. You
be all of one blood, one source, one goal,
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(4) The Deva Kingdom is already drawing close to our own and
awsits the time when full and active co-operation between these two
lines of evolution on this planet will become consciously possible for
us also. The study and appreciation of their methods of work will
therefore be of distinct advantage in anticipation of that closer union.
Ere long more detailed information will reach us about this matter ;
meanwhile, several of Bishop C. W. Leadbeater's books refer to i,
viz. :

"«The Astral Plane,” “The Hidden Life in Freemasonry,”
a “The Devachanic Plane,”  “The Science of the Sacraments,”
“The Inner Life,” “The Hidden Side of Things,”
“The Chakras” “The Hidden Side of Christian Festivls.”

and many other books by other authors. These are earnestly recom-
mended for careful consideration. Qur Aryan ancestors had been
in ¢loser touch with the Elementals and the Angles, than people in
many other countries, and these faculties, dormant in most of us, may
soon be awakened, and be of inestimable value in our future work ! It
was this knowledge which inspired Popeto say: ‘Hail,- Bards trium-
phant, born in happier days! Immortal heirs of universul praise.”
Along this line of study, research and practice, lies one of the most
likely methods of work for the solution of the problems now fac ng us
in so many directions

(5) Bishop C. W. Leadbeater and Dr. Armie Besant both
reach their 80th birthdays in 1927. They are respectively the greatest
man and woman that I know or have heard of, living in' the world at
the present time. “Let us make 1927 a year of real gratitude to-them
for the peace, the hope, the comfort, the certainty that they have given
to thousands throughout the world through the noble example of
their lives and the pure wisdom of their teachings. Thiok what
‘you personally owe to them. Think how each has been reviled,
ridiculed, and persécuted by the igmorant and .by the malicious.
Think how each has endured all things joyfully out of love for
their Masters and for the world. Think how these two great
personalities, towering above all in their spirituality, ever return
good for evil, kindliness for ill-will, and tolerance for misunderstanding,
whether deliberate or ignorant.” (G. S. A)

. How can we best commemorate this great event ?

(6) These efforts should and could have the effect of doublm 1y
our Membership in '1927 if each Fellow does ,hls,_du_ty, May that
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be the result, and it will be brought about if we make our Tfieosopl'xy
a matter of living rather than of talking, of useful action instead
- of vague dreaming.

(7) It is suggested that, as far as practicable, each F. T. S.
spend a few moments’ Meditation in the morning, at, noon and
sunset each day, to aid in these proposals.

We shall try to make Benares a living dynamo for the
distribution of the spiritual forces geierated by the Masters through
the World Centres of Adyar, Sydney, Huizen and Ommen FEach
Lodge aud Centre is a Sub-station. But only as we are alivé
and active do we become open channels for its radiating powers.
Little do we realize its potent influence in affecting the mental
and spiritual atmosphere.

The Theosophical Society is an enormous spiritual power-house
let us use its tremendous forces in all our work. Let us find real joy
and happiness in every moment of the day. in every piece of work, in
every thing we see in every thing we hear or taste or touch or smell.
‘Do not let us allow our bodies to have any experience which interferes
with it and prevents its active operation. Then we cannot fail to
radiate that joy and happiness to all about us, and so make it possible
for the World Teacher to use us as His helpers now—and especially
when He comes to Benares.

The ordinary man believes, the occultist acts—that is the “real
difference. The former winds his slow and weary-step slowly round
the mountain road ; the latter climbs straight up the beaten tract d{rectly
to the summit of human perfection. Which path are we .going to
tread ? N T

May we have the advantage of your active and enthusiastic

support for this scheme of work during the coming year ? -Let each’ -of
us strive to become a pioneer, & leader, a champion, for the great cause

of Truth and brotherhood to which we are all pledged, - )
Thus shall we begin to take advantage of the opportunities offered
us by our Elder Brother in His Message to The Theosophical Society:
Ever fraternally yours,
IoBAL NARAIN GURTU
General Secretary -
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O Hidden Life vibrant in every atom ; ) .
O Hidden Light 1 shining in every creature ; *

O Hidden Love ; embracing all in Oneness,

May each who feels limself as one with Thee,

Know he is also one with every other.

Bishop Arundale, in addition to his Convention lecture,

delivered a second public lecture on the Theosophical topic, “ The
Gospel of Light. ”

The number of subsidiary activities is becoming steadily so
large that it is difficult to bring them all within the few days
during which a Convention can be held. Mrs. Rukmini Arundale
presided at several meetings of the Young Theosophists. The
28th of December was given over to meetings of the Star, both
public and private. Mr. Yadunandan Prasad showed the film of
the Ommen Congress, 1926, which he had brought from Ommen.
One evening the students of the Women's College and School
staged a dramatised version of Mr. Krishnamurti’s little book, The Path.
As Mr. Krishnamurti’'s book is a prose description of the various
stages on the Path but not a drama, it was interesting to see how
the girls of the College had exercised their dramatic skill in staging
scenes depicting the Path. Six little children appeared as minerals
representing the mineral stage of the evolving life.

" An unusual event was a half-hour's Community Singlng at
Convention. Only this one half hour was given to the singing,
as the Convention was so crowded and Community Singing was
organised after Convention had begun, The two songs sung were:
Tagore’s National Song, Janaganamang, and the English Christmas
Carol, Good King Wenceslas. The large audience thoroughly enjoyed
the singing, and there is little doubt, if Community Singing is
developed, it will have a marked effect in welding people together
into a keener realisation of what Brothcrhood means among men.

I bhad myself nothing to do with the organisation of Convention
at Benares, and so take very great pleasure in bearing testimony
to the remarkable organisation of our workers at Benares in handling
the problem of housing for a week eight hundred members. They
had their anxious moments, as when the Municipal water supply
threatened to give out one day. Such untoward happenings often
threaten to mar the smooth running of Conventions in India, But
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the Convention staff saw to every detail, and the members were
completely unaware of any difficulty. The Indian General Secretary,
Pandit Igbal Narain Gurtu, M.L.C., and the Joint General -
Secretary, Mrs. Padmabai Sanjiva Rao, Principal of the Theosophical
Women'’s College, assisted by others whom I should like to name
but do not for want of space, must be congratulated on their
successful organisation. One very pleasing sight was the large
number of young people about, especially the number of girls who
were acting as volunteers.

€ I rejoice greatly that Theosophists are proving themselves
excellent organisers. Adyar, Benares and Ommen have shown
that we can organise for thousands, and that we can handle matters
as efficiently as any other group of people. The world thinks of
us as mainly religious enthusiasts but not as organisers. When
called upon, we are good organisers also. So when the day of
World Reconstruction comes, and the call goes forth for sensible busi-
nesslike reconstructors, I rejoice to contemplate our Theosophical
band as among foremost experts both in dreaming and doing.

I leave in the beginning of March for Europe, and as at
present planned, shall be at Palermo presiding over the Italian
Federation at Easter. My address in Europe will be 10, Buckingham
Street, Westminster, London, S. W. L.

To-day, Bishop Leadbeater and Bishop Arundale with Mrs.
Arundale return to Australia, All those who were present at
Convention were most grateful to the assistance they gave in making
one of the most successful Conventions ever held in India.

C. JINARAJADASA.
Adyar, January 27, 1937.

" BENARES CONVENTION 1926,

The Jubilee Convention of 1925 was a grand reaffirmation of the
wonderful back ground of the T. S., namely the reality of the Masters
and as such it was meant to be unique and out of all compatison with any
‘other gathering. With characteristic energy.our Benares Brothers

. undertook to make arrangements for the succeeding Convention of 1926
and we must congmt.ulate' our Indian Section officers on their splendid
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. " WHAT H. P. B. THOUGHT OF C. W. LEADBEATER
' By C. JINARAJADASA.
(From the Theosophist of Feb. 1927.)
INTRODUCTORY.

C. W. Leadbeater, whose eightieth birthday falls on February
17th, joined the Theosophical Society in 1882 *. He was then
a clergyman of the church of England. On October 31, 1884,
he received his first letter from the Master K. H. The letter came
to him through the post to his residence in Liphook in Hampshire.
~This letter is published as Letter No. VII in ¢ Letters from the
Masters of Wisdom—TFirst Series. ” In that letter, the Master offered
him the opportunity of going to Adyar “for a few months.” At
this time a terrific attack was being launched on H. P. B. by the
Christian missionaries of Madras, and what was known as the
coulomb “exposure ” of H. P. B. had begun. Many professed ardent
Theosophists had dropped away from the movement in England.

C. W.L.came up at once to London and showed the letter
to H. P. B, but she refused to give him any advice whatever regard
ing its contents. However, by the evening, he had decided to go
out to India, and throw himself completely into the work of the T. S.
As H. P. B. was sitting in front of the fire that evening, and C. W. L.
and Miss Laura Cooper (the late Mrs. G. R. S. Mead) were facing
her, he noticed that suddenly H. P. B’s right hand seemed to be
pulled out with a jerk, as if by some invisible hand. Immediately
over the palm of the extended hand there appeared a white cloud,
which the next instant condensed and fell flat on H. P. B’s palm.
It was a letter addressed to C. W.L from the Master. It was
a very brief letter, and appears as Letter No. VIII. In it, the Master
noted C. W. L’s decision to go to India and, approving of it, gave
him precise ditections as to travel. These directions were to start,
if possible, on the 5th of the following month, and join H. P. B.
at Alexandria. It was impossible for C. W.L.to travel with
H. P. B,, because she was leaving that same night when this second
letter arrived.

C. W. L. was living at this time at Liphook, where his uncle
Rev. W. W. Capes, Reader in Ancient History at Oxford, was the

# Owing to the long delays in issuing diplomas in these earI; days
of the T. S., his diploma however bears the date November zo0, 1883,
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Rector. He arranged with his uncle to cease from hij clerical
work immediately. All his affairs were quickly wound” up, and

-on November 4 he left London for Marseilles. From Marseilles
he took a steamer to Alexandria, and so joined H.P. B.in Cairo.
With her he travelled to Colombo, where he formally took Panchasila
from the High Priest Sumangala. The party arrived at Adyar on
December 21.

Early in 1885 he accompanied Colonel Olcott to Burma, When
the General Council decided that H. P. B. should leave India, he offered
to accompany her to Europe. But his services wete required at Heads
quarters. His work was of many kinds; when a worker was needed he
did whatever was required. He was by turns one of the Recording
Secretaries of the T. S., Manager of the bosk business, and acting editor
of THEOSOPHIST. In January, 1886, the Colonel sent him to develop
the Buddhist educational work in Ceylon.

It was during this period of work for Buddhists that he did things
which astonished the Sinhalese Buddhists. He wrote a children’s
Buddhist Catechism and organisel Buddhist Sunday Schools round
Colombo. He wrote Buddhist carols and trained boys to sing them.
He made a great point of training Sinhalese boys so that they might, as
they grew up, take the Buddhist work in hand. I knew of these acti.
vities of C. W. L., though I was not one of the first band of the boys in
Colombo whom hz gathered round him; my elder brother was one of the
first to be drawn to him. C. W. L. taught all the boys to swim, and
each Saturday morning took thsm to swim in Colombo harbour. I re-
collect how my elder brother threw himself with enthusiasm into
C. W. L’s work, and tramped with him on Sunday from Sunday school
to Sunday School. When the carol singing was organised, I was one
of the carol boys, and I remember one year, at Wesak festival night,
how he went in a decorated cart to several temples singing carols
C. W. L.’s aim was to rouse the Buddists from their lethargy, to take
hold of the development of their own religion.

Needless to say, the Sinhalese people being like all other peoples
in this regard, stories were whispered of questionable conduct on the
part of C. W. L, because he was the companion of boys; for wherever
he was busy at work, a good many of them were round him helping him.
Even when I was twelve and had not come into any prominence among
this band of young people, T heard some of these vague whispers in 1888.
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quards"-he end of 1889, he had established the Buddhist English High
School, néw grown into the famous institution in Ceylon, the Ananda
College. It was about this time, that he finally was certain without
question that I was his brother Gerald who had been killed in South
America. On November 28, 1889, I left with him for England, and he
thus ceased his connection with Ceylon, I might remark that, the
Buddhists of Colombo being just as fond of gossip and malice as people
in other lands, the innuendos about C. W. L. were quite well-known to
Colonel Olcott. I mention this fact, because H. P. B. could be not so
unpsychic as to beignorant of a man’s true nature and would be the first
to know whether they were true or not. That she knew they were not
is shown by her regard for C. W. L.

Wsaat H. P. B. Saip.

What H. P. B. thought of C. W. L is evidenced by three state-
ments of hers which I give. The first, Fig 1, is from her copy, now at
Adyar, of THEOSOPHIST, Volume VII, August, 1886, P. 686, The
volume is bound, and has her name stamped on it, and is one of the
volumes which belonged to the European Section Library after her
death, At the end of C. W. L.’s article on « Anuradhapura and Mihin-
tale”, two famous Buddhist places of pilgrimage, H. P. B. has made a
cross in blue pencil and written in her own hand and signed with her
initials, “ A brave heart | H. P, B.”

The second illustration is what she wrote in the copy of T'he Voice
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Fig. 2
of the Silence which she presented to C. W, L. gg soon as he atrived in

England. The third illustration is what she wrote op the copy of The
Key to Theosophy, which also she presented to him in 1891
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We must note the fact that the particular advice on the sex
problem for which C. W. L. has been censured had been given by him
long before he joined the T. S., when he was a clergyman in the Church,
he himself hearing of it from clerical sources, as he explained to the
committee of enquiry in 1906. When in 1906 there was a furious
indignation against him, he stood perfectly calmly by his advice, explan-
ing that he had given it in individual and special cases as a prophylactic
and as preferable to the advice not infrequently given by medical men.
What most amazed me was that all those Theosophists, who had known
and admired C. W. L.’s services to Theosophy for twentytwo years,
should suddenly consider him as having lapsed morally all at once.
They seemed utterly unable to remember that, during those twentytwo
years, during which he had not thought fit to revise his ideas, he was
doing excellent work, and was without the slightest doubt the centre of
the force of the Masters. They knew and admitted his special eminence
in the past ; but he “fell ”.

This whole matter of the sex difficulty of the youth and the best
line of solution will no doubt be solved by the wisdom of the coming
generations. I had not, and have not, anything to contribute to that
solution. But though the whole problem came startingly before
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me in 1;.06, I feel immensely grateful that C. W. L. opened my
eyes to ine biggest problem which confronts us men—a problem
which is being constantly shirked by Theosophists as by all others.
Since 1906, I have tried to keep my eyes open to this most perplexing
problem, and to gain information about it. What roused my indigna-
tion in 1906 was the sudden fury of Theosophists who considered
him as *fallen *, merely because they happened to discover for the
first time ideas which he had been holding for about a quarter of
a century. I was not championing C. W. L’s ideas; but I did fight
to maintain that C. W. L. had not changed in his nature, or in
his value to the Theosophical movement, merely because some
Theosophists thought they had ¢ found him out. ”

The three illustrations of H. P. B’s high regard for C. W. L.
will, I think, be sufficient for most people, who believe that H. P. B.
was not an ordinary woman, but one who had deeper perceptions.
She did not call every Theosophist round her a “well-beloved friend.”
If she regarded C. W. L. as worthy of her high regard, during
three years when he had particular views on sex matters, and in
spite of the slanders about him in Ceylon, I think many of us are
not likely to make a mistake in [ollowing her example and holding
him in a similar high regard.
C. JINARAJADASA.

GENERAL REPORT OF THE INDIAN SECTION TI. S.
For the year ending 30th September 1926.

The year 1926 has been one of still larger interest and activity
on the part of our members throughout India. It has been a year
of deeper faith and more joyous Hope. A new outlook on life, a
clearer understanding of our duties and a greater resolve to make
ourselves fit in the glorious plan of work that is being gradually
disclosed to us, form the background of our narrative. We are
awakening to the realisation that the golden page of the World History
of the future is being written today almost unobservel by mortal eyes,
and that our clear duty is to be humble but deliberate agents in the
working out of that Mighty Plan, rather than let ourselves be moved
unconsciously, and even unwillingly, by the irresistable Force which
unerringly moulds the World Destiny.
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was 498053in 1926 it has been 5029 showing once more, after a seeming
set back during the last three. years,’s slight increase of 49 members.
It is a matter of great satisfaction that while our ranks have been
strengthened by the addition of 620 new members as against 388 in
1924-25, only 468 had to be declared ‘dormant’ as against 689 last
year. Another hopeful indication of a more intense realisation of our
duties and of a real and increasing interest in the great movement is
that our list of dormant members has been deﬁmtely showing lesser and
still lesser 1osses durmg the last five years.

In 1921.22 dormant members 1734

In1922-23 ., - 1586
In 192324 " 776
© In 192425 y 689
In 192526 - -, T 468

With this steadily decreasing scale of losses it appears at first
sight a mystery why our number of active members which was 5833
in 1922-23 should stand at only 5029 today. - The reason lies in the
fact that in December 1923, at the happy suggestion of Dr. Arundale
and_with the hearty approval of our revered Prosident, the Council
allowed the formation of an All-India Federation of Young Theosophists
attached to the Indian Section, but at the same time having full liberty
to organise their own internal affairs. One result of this new body has
been that all young men and women between the ages of 21 and 25
yﬂio previously used to be enrolled as regular members of the Indian
Section now join the Youth Federation and form part of its enrol-
ment and not directly of the Indian Section. The correct figures of
the ﬁrst year 1923 24 are not available, but in 1924-25 the Youth
Federa.tlon had a membershlp of 1415 which in the year under report
has gone up to 1722. Thus, including the members of the Youth
Federation, our total membership in 1924- 25 was actua.lly 6395 and
riow in 1925 26 it has gone up to 6751.

; Lodges .The number of active lodges and Centres in 1925-26
under the control of the Section, excluding Youth Lodges and Centres,
was 364 as against 365 last year. The slight decrease of one is due
to the fact that four Lodges have been amalgamated into two. Includ-
ing the number of Youth Lodges and Centres which is 59 we had
altogether 424 branches in India including Ceylon,
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Finances. Although an increased income from the Anrual Dues
cannot by any means be regarded as a corcect index of a true advance
of our movement, yet it does undoubtedly indicate a healthy and
welcome change in the attitude of our members towards the outer
organisation which serves as a vehicle for the inner spirit behind the
movement. It clearly shows that our brethren have begun to value
their membership of the T. S which stands before the world today as
a channel for higher influences and as the Messenger of a New Age.

The following figures speak for themselves :—

Actuals.  Estimate Actuals
1924-25.  1925-26. 1925-26.
1. Annual, Dues Lodge,

members. Rs: 13937-9-6  13100-  14310-6-0.

2. Annual Dues, Unattached
members »  1230-8-0 1100/- 1495 0-0.
3. Entrance Fee , 1654.0-0  1500/- 2917 8-0.
Total 16822-1-6  15700[-  18722-14-0.

Our income from rents has also been much better than in other
yeus. There were heavy arrears to the extent of nearly Rs : 2700/- to
be paid. We have been able to reilise over Rs: 2000/- and the
remaining Rs : 700/- we hope to get in the ensuing year.

We were hoping to be able to collect a donation of Rs :. 5000)-
in order to complete the improvements that we had taken in hand at
the Headquarters last year. But at present we have postponed the
collection of funds for this object and have undertaken a much bigger
project in hand which we are certain will play an important part in the
great work of the future. We have started .constructing a marble
temple in Shantikunja for the congregational Hindu Pooja inaugurated
under the auspices of the Bharata Samaj by our Krishnaji, which
affirms the presence of the One Light and Life in all forms, and aims
at making ceremonial a link between the seen and the unseen, a real
channel through which the Higher Intelligences and the Deva Hosts
may pour down spiritual life for the uplift of all. To it people of all
creeds, colours and sects are welcome—the Orthodox Brahman and the
Panchama, the Christian and the Musalman, the Parsee and the Jew,
the Sikh, the Budhist and the Jain, in fact all earnest souls who could
bring an offering of devotion and are seekers for the Peace of the
Eternal. We shall need at least 50,000/- for the temple, and I am glad

4
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in contact with him. He did excellent work as Headmas‘er of thie
Theosophical Schoal at Cawnpore. Good work done in the Service
‘of God through service of man truly conquers Death, and such noble
servants shall ever live in our memory We pray that they may have
the Peace of the Eternal with them.

Conferences and Federations.—Turning again to our work we find
that the South India Conference under the guidance of our venerable
but mysteriously young Joint General Secretary T. Ram Chandra Rac
and the experienced and energetic Secretary Mr. S. Raja Ram, has,
been showing an increasing efficiency in organisation. Not only have
all the Federations been busy improving their organisation but the
differeat groups of which they are composed are showing greater and
greater activity. No wonder then that in the words of our Joint
General Secretary ‘the feeling of loving comradeship that is becoming
more and more felt contributes a great deal towards the growing
realisation of Brotherhood’. Those who know what South India was
like a generation ago in its orthodnxy and in its fondness for social
exclusiveness, will appreciate all the more the value of theosophical
work in those parts. It rejoices our hearts to read in Brother Ram
Chandra Rao’s report that in almost all places where our principles
have been accepted narrow distinctions of caste, creed, sex and colour
are getting almost ignored. The North with its huge area and long
distances and its complexities of religions, culture and traditions cannot
show the same efficient results as our brothers in the South in a more
compact area with greater uniformity of tradition and culture can show.
Moreover, all our great leaders being so near at Adyar are easily
accessible to them. Far be it from we to find fault with our devoted
eo-workers in the North when I say that cur North India Conference
is yet only nominal in its existence and functions. I hope I shall not
be misunderstood. In fact, as General Secretary and ex-officio
President of the Conference, [ am solely responsible for any short-
comings in the work of the Conference. I have already explained the
reason why our progress has been slow. My whole object in pro-
minently mentioning our weakness is that we may in fulure give our
serious consideration to the matter and put in larger efforts. Our hope
lies with our Youth Federation and the Youth Lodges, not because
I look upon the T.S. Federations and the T. S. members as relics of
the past, but because we need the help of the splendid energy and
enthusiasm of the young. -
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- Fop fear of length I abstain from narrating the immensely useful
work dond by our different Federations. A detailed description of
their varied activities is given in the reports of the North and South”
India Conferences which form part of this report. While dwelling
upon our Conferences and Federations I may invite the attention of
their Executives to the very valuable suggestion of Brother Ram
Chandra Shukla published in the November/December number of
Theosophy-in-India. He suggests that at the gatherings of our Confer-
ences and Federations and Groups it would be extremely desirable to
arrange a meeting of representatives of dufferent religions who will,
instead of indulging in unnecessary and gratuitous criticism of other
faiths, meet together in a true brotherly spirit to place before their
hearers the beauties of each faith and its valuable contribution to
human advancement and happiness. Qur Theosophists are peculiarly
fitted for this mission of peace and goodwill between different sects
and religions. It will also bring about a clearer understanding and a
better appreciation of our ideals and principles among the followers of
different religions existing in this vast peninsula. While dwelling on
this subject may I appeal to our members to make the T. S. Muslim
League a more living organisation. Our brothers in the North particu-
larly, have to make it & special feature of their activities. In our
unhappy experiences of the past few years there is a distinct and an
urgent call to Indian Theosophists to bring about harmony and better
understanding between the two great communities of India, Hindu and
Muslim—by diverting their attention from the non-essentials to the
essentials in religion, and by creating in each a genuine reverence and
regard for the valuable services rendercd to humanity by the other.
Above all, the central idea of the common source of all religions has
to be thoroughly popularised. 1 hope it will be the pleasant duty of
the General Secretary of the Indian Section next year to record an
advance in our work in this direction and to report that the T. S.
Muslim League has become a vital and living part of the Theosophical
movement in India. With what face can we approach the Lord of
Love when he comes if we fail to do our duty in this respect, and do
not eagerly prepare the ground for Him to sow the seed of true
divine love.

The Indian Bookshop, Benares. India owes so much to the heroic
labours of our noble President during the last 33 years for the uplift
of this country. No other National Society qf the T. S. in the world
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to "my notice officially, and I feel it would serve better purpose if I
mention them publicly. There have been one or two cases where subs-
criptions were raised and collected for buildings and the funds were
allowed to remain in the hands of the Secretary of the Lodge. The
present office-bearers of & certain Lodge are having considerable difficulty
in getting money from the previous Secretary, and matters are threaten-
ing to go to a Court of Law. If the Lodges so wish, the Indian Section
offers to keep their money in safe deposit, give them proper receipts
for the amount and return the money to the responsible authorities of
the Lodge—together with any interest accrued—whenever the proposed
construction is actually taken in hand. A duly registered corporation
like the Indian Section will, I trust, be looked upon in future by our
Lodges as their trusted servant and not altogether a stranger.

Propaganda. Our Section is particularly weak in propaganda.
First and foremost, we need a much larger number of well-informed
and really efficient lecturers  In this connection one is naturally remind-
ed of the extremely valuable lecturing work done by persons like Miss
Lilian Edgar, the late K. Narayanaswami and F. T. Brookes, Sakharam
Ganesh Pandit and others, not very long ago. We are fortuaate in
having quite a good number of competent and forceful lecturers even
now, but the time of most of them is so much occupied with many
other useful activities that they can only do lecturing work whenever
they can spare time. We need men and women who will devote their
time solely to lecturing work.

We are still more deficient in our propaganda through the
medium of the different languages in this country. It is true no other
National Society of the T. S. has such a variety of languages through
which it has to approach the public. But compared to the activities
of Christian Missions in India and the efforts of our brethern of the Arya
Samaj we lag very far behind in supplying suitable information and
issuing useful literature to educate the public. The annexed reports
of the North and South India Conferences show that some efforts are
being made to spread the knowledge of Divine Wisdom by means of
Magazines, translations and occasional original publications. But the
entire work has to be conceived and planned on a much bigger scale
and has to be much more efficiently co-ordinated. The more one
thinks of our future work, the more is one struck by the fact that a
well-organised propaganda in the language of the people and in a
manner suited to their genius is an indispensable necessity.
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Star and other Activities—1f 1 have not specifically 'mentioped
the splendid work that is being done by cur members of the Order of
the Star in the East, it is not because I consider it in any way different
from Theosophy, but because it will form the subject of an interesting
report from the Organising Secretary of the Order whom I do not wish
to anticipate. Suffice it to say, that an increasing zeal and intensity of
devotion characterises their work.

Education is happily our most favourite activity, and the under-
standing and earnestness which our members bring to bear in their work
readily wins the confidence of the parents and guardians and receives
an encouraging response from the public Experience has also shown
that only such Lodges have gradually become strong centres of influence
where our members have interested themselves in some definite work,
and chief amongst them the work of education. The place somehow
mysteriously attracts more earnest workers and soon becomes a living
centre and a nucleus for many other beneficient activities

Women’s work is also rapidly progressing, and branches of
Women'’s Indian Asscciation are being established at so many places.
In our Girls’ Schools and Colleges we are silently building up a true
type of Indian Womanhood refined, cultured, sacrificing and devout.
Our children are being brought up in a cleaner and happier atmcsphere,
and they ate being trained with greater care and understanding of, not
only the laws of physical but also of superphysical health. In fact
there is a wonderful change going on silently in the theosophists’ homes
where life is freer, sweeter and more beautiful.

Our ears and hearts are now being opened more and more to the
call of the humble and the distressed around us, and young Theoso-
phists at various places are devoting themselves to educating the
children of our poor and unfortunate neighbours Work for the so-
called ‘Depressed’ classes is no doubt being taken up with greater
sympathy and earnestness, but we wish our Indian Theosophists will
throw themselves a little more vigorously into this work and hasten the
practical solution of this unhappy social problem of India. Here and
there individual members are interesting themselves in helping the
convicts in Jails and awakening them to a sense of the Divinity in them
awaiting to be released. This good work also needs much more
organised effort on the part of our Lodges.

Visitors. We are very thankful to our brother Captain Max Wardall
National lecturer of the T.S. in America, who at.the suggestion
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Delhi has the good fortune of having Miss L Gmeiner, Lala
Krishnajas Rai, Lala Jugul Kishore and other tried workers who have
- proved their capacity for solid work. Let us hope that the seed sown
by them about a quarter of a century ago will soon bear fruit and turn
an erstwhile unproductive soil into a fertile Theosophical garden. The
Indraprastha Girls School and College for women is a monument to
the devotion of the members of the Delhi Lodge.

In the Indian States of Rajputana and Central India our veteran
Theosophist Rai Bahadur Shyam Sunder Lal is creating an increasing
interest in Theosophy by his own youthful enthusiasm and by means of
useful publications in the vernacular. Another good worker Professor
R. K. Kulkarni has further enhanced the utility of his mission and work
in connection with the League of Parents and Teachers by the rich
harvest of knowledge and experience gained in Europe and America.
His unceasing activity is not only confined to the spread of Theosophy
in Rajputana and Central India but he carries the torch of light in the
neighbouring Provinces also, In the Central Provinces, at Akola Mr.
and Mrs. Chiplonkar, and at Nagpur brothers Madan Gopal and
Bansole have done valuable work in attracting the thoughtful and the

serious minded to Theosophy.

Maharastra has in Dr. V. C. Gokhale and Dr. Shikhare splendid
specimens of modest but thoroughly devoted and zealous workers, Dr.
Gokhale, though in feeble health, has been the mainstay of the Poona
Lodge. He is the great friend of the poor and the distressed and his
work at Seva Sadan and among the convicts shows his large heart and

his deep sympathetic nature.

Bombay T. S. with its stout-hearted political worker Jamnadas
Dwarkadas, its social reformer Kanji Dwarkadas, its philanthropist
Ratansi Dharamsi Morarji and its untiring workers like K J. B Wadia,
R. F. Gorewala, Dr. Trilokekar and Mavji Govindjee, has kept the
standard of Theosophy aloft on the Western Gate of India. ~ There
is no T. S. activity which does not find a response from our active
brethren in Gujerat and Kathiawar. The provinces are fortunate
in having an indefatigable worker and an active propagandist in

Mr. Harjeewan K. Mehta.

In South India we have our great power house at Adyar,
but there are also other strong centres of influence. Guindy with

5
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brothers G V. Subba Rao, Yadunandan Prasad, and other self-sacrific-
ing workers, and Madanapalle with Mr. C. S. Trilokekar and his band
of earnest and devoted colleagues, have now become very strong educa- .
tiona] centres from where radiate the blessing and the power which is
sure to build a new type of Indian Youth who will consecrate them-

selves to fhe big work of the future. The venerable personality of
Brother Ram Chandra Rac produces a magical influence over the
hearts of the young and old alike, and while his ever watchful eye
regulates our entire T. S. propaganda in the South, his active life
irresistably moves so many to hard work. The two devoted servants
of the Masters, Sir T. Sadashiva Iyer and his noble wife, have set a
brilliant example before others of how earnest hearts can conquer age.
The inspiring discourses of Krishnadas who is almost always touring
in the Presidency have, in no small measure, awakened public interest
in Theosophy and its message. There are in the Karnataka two staunch
servers, Mr. & Mrs, Chandrashekhar Iyer, who with a band of workers
have done so much to make the Bangalore Lodge a real Theosophical
centre, and whose contributions in the field of religion and social reform
have been verysubstantial. Another good worker in the Karnataka area
is brother Madhava Rao an educational officer in the Mysore Stateabout
whom his district officer reports : *“ His efforts in the cause of the uplift
of the Depressed classes deserve the best recognition of the Depart-
ment.” Brother A, Rangaswami Iyer of Madura is devoting his talent
and energy to all good causes—religious, social and political—in true
theosophical spirit. He has thus become an inspiring force in the
South Tamil Area. Mr. A. Najundappa of Cuddapah devotes his
time and energy in preparing and distributing pamphlets on
theosophy in the vernacular at religious fairs and railway stations.
Brother Abdul Karim of Trichinopoly is yet another staunch worker
whose heart rings true and who has been doing valuable service
for Theosophy and Islam. We wish there were many more of
our Musulman brethren sharing with him in this great work. In
Kerala, our soldier of Theosophy S. Manjeri Ramier with his band of
active workers has put fresh vigour into the Kerala Federation and has
wonderfully organised the entire work there. Coimbatore in the West
Tamil Districts is a pretty strong centre with Miss Amery at the head
of the Girls’ school. In the Northern Telegu Districts brother A. S.
Rajagopal Aiyengar is the mainspring of all T. S. and allied work in
the area, He has gathered round himself some enthusiatic workers
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the inspiration they have received through him. His interesting
and inspiring notes in Theosophy in India carry the message of hope
and faith much beyond this centre, and have attracted the attention -
of our beloved President. His accomplished and talented wife Mrs.
Padmabai Rao is showing great capacity for organisation. She has
driven away all inertia from the place and pushes and regulates
things in a remarkable manner Brother Damodar Prasad is the
great magician of the place. He would have by this time turned
us all into live electric wires, and into smokeless and perhaps noise-
less pumping engines, were it not that his irrepressible inventive
genius has at times been handicapped by a cold response from a
peculiarly close-fisted General Secretary. He is both a speculative
and an operative Mason, and has been vigorously at work in tidying
up every thing in the Compound and trying to create a beautiful
clean environment, a little mare worthy of being used by the Lord
for His work. As Head Master of the Boys School he is passionately
loved by his colleagues and his students.

Friends, our thoughts at this moment, naturally turn to our noble
President who is not present here today. We send to her our reverent
love and gratitude. In that remarkable ‘Message to the members of
the Theosophical Society from an Elder Brother’ which it was our
proud privilege to listen to last year, we have the highly encouraging
assurance given about her in the following words : -

“We lend to you again for further inspiration and wise leadership
your valiant President, our consecrated representative in the outer world,
our cherished, dearly loved brother. For many years she will temain
among you and she will guide you—-if you will—along the pathway We
have chosen for our Society. You too love her dearly, and not many
centuries ago you might have followed her to death. Today you can
follow ber not to death, but to the larger life. Follow her, brothers.”
“We will,” is the one answer that goes forth from our hearts in response
to this touching appeal.

The other distinguished brother, whom we physically miss today
is our dearly loved Krishoaji. To know him once 1s to love him.
I am sure he is thinking of us all today. He is wishing us all to grow
bigger and to enjoy with him the Great Kingdom of Happiness.

Brothers, in closing let me refer to the Great Message once
more which is our Magna Charta Reviewing the work of the T. S.
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during the half century that is over, our ‘Elder Brother’ was pleased
to testify to the work of the Society in these encouraging words:—“To
the Theosophical Society largely belongs the credit of being the
bulwark against the forces of reaction, of narrowness, of separative
pride.” Let us however think more of what we are required to do in
future. Here are very clear directions for us:—“We say to you:
within this next half century you can make Brotherhood a living
reality......You be of one blood, one source, one goal. Know this
truth and live it.” Friends, we are not only to know but to live this
truth. Let our life and our actions not belie our professions. Listen
again to the words that came from the Lord of Love through the lips
of His chosen vehicle the other day at Ommen : “What have you done
with your studies, your Society, your jargons and your forms ? What
have you created, what have you done for me, the ordinary man?
Have you' given me bread when I was hungry ? Have you given me
drink when I was thirsty ? Have you made me happy when I was in
sorrow ? What have you done ?” Brothers let us deeply ponder over
these words and take care that the terrible indictment “You have given
me phrases, you have covered my truth with your words” does not
apply to the Theosophical Society and its members,

IgBaL NARAIN GURTU
General Secretary.

ACTIVITIES.
A POONA GATHERING.

Bombay has given us a good lead in the matter of holding
gatherings of members of the Star and Theosophical Society who are
unable to go to the great Convention at Adyar or Benares.

We in Poona had a similar gathering for three days in Sadashiv
Peth and on the fourth day, which was 28th of December, we all
migrated 6 miles outside of the town to that serene spot well known
here as “Pashan.” As the day progressed the number swelled over
30 persons. The arrangements were in the capable hands of Bros. B. K.
Gokhale and V. B. Gokbale. We began with an informal E. S.
meeting and then performed the Bharat Samaj Puja. The general
atmosphere was one of great joy and happiness and it was sustained
by good music, impromptu artistic productions from the young ladies,
and an offer from Bro. B. K. Gokhale of the prize of a flower to one
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to the feelings of a section of the people, it is clear that the better
mind of citizens at Agra is not different from the better mind of the
 citizens of other places visited.

But the cordiality and warmth shown by the people of Jhansi was
overwhelming. My first lecture on Islam took place in the Rani’s
Palace—the Rani of Jhunsi who put up such a brave fight during the
Mutiny. Che Hall was full, the audience consisting of both the Hindus
and Muslims. And when the lecture was over, some of the leading
Mohammadans present, some of them very orthodox, overwhelmed
me with compliments and insisted that they might be allowed tp
arrange another lecture for their community. One lecture had already
been fixed and it was not possible for me to prolong my stay, so I
agreed to give an additional lecture on the next day which was a
Sunday. This was followed by a lecture for the Hindus on the Message
of the Gita, and was joined in by the Mohammadans in large numbers,
and when it was over, the Mohammadans expressed themselves
agreeably surprised to find that it contained such lofty teaching. Never
before have I met with such warm respo.se from the Mohammadans
as a community as at Jhaunsi and I shall cherish my visit to Jhansi for
many a long day. It is up to our brothers of the Jhansi Lodge to
take the fullest advantage of the sympathy that has been awakened,
and I am sure that they will do so [ am particularly grateful to Mr
Abdul Bari, B. A, LL. B, for his evincing genuine interest in making
my mission a success at Jhansi,

1 write this from Gwalior, where I arrived on 24th January and
gave a lecture on Islam next evening under the chairmanship of Major
Hashmatullah Khan Sahib, Revenue Member of the Gwalior State.
The elite of the town was present at the lecture, and, I am credibly
informed, liked it very much. As a matter of fact I could have desired
for no better setting to my lecture. The Lodge of the Theosophical
Society stands on an eminence in the beautiful King George Park and
overlooks a mosque on the right-hand side and & Temple on the left—all
three being the gift of the late Maharaja to the people of his state,—
an eloquent testimony to the catholic character of the donor and perma-
nent reminder to the followers of the various religions that it is one
God whom they all worship under different names and according te
different forms. All honour to the late Maharaja who was perbaps
the first ruler after the great Akbar to practice Theosophy.
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Readers of Tennyson will recall “Akbar’s Dream” :

“O God in every temple I see people that see Thee,

And in every Janguage I hear spoken, people praise Thee.

Polytheism and Islam feel after Thee.

Each religion says, “Thou art One without Second.”

If it be a mosque, people murmur the holy prayer,

And if it be a church, people ring the bell from love of Thee

‘Sometimes I frequent the Christian cloister, and sometimes
the mosque,

But it is Thou whom I seek from temple to temple.”

a

Besides the lectures on Islam and other subjects, opportunities
were taken to address students of the various schools and colleges.
At Allahabad lectures were given at the Kayastha Pathshala, Muir
Hostel. At Cawnpore, the address to the students of the Sanatan
Dharma evoked much enthusiasm. At Jhansi, addresses were given
to the students of the Intermediate College, the Training School and
the High School. At Agra, a number of young mean are planning to
start a Youth Lodge and I am going there again to help them to do it.

From Agra, I go to Aligarh where two lectures on Islam are be-
ing arranged ; thence to Khurja, Bulandshehr, Hapar, Moradabad, and

Delhi where I hope to stay for a week:
H. C. KuMar.

NOTICES.

As the Acting Hon. Treasurer of the Theosophical Society, Mr.
Macbean, will most probably be leaving India in March, before the
return of Mr. Schwarz, and as consequently there will have to be
another interim Acting Treasurer, he particularly desires to renew the
recommendation that remittances should never be addressed to the Hon.
Treasurer by name, but simply to The Treasurer, Theosophical Society,
Adyar, Madras. This will obviate the inconvenience likly to occur
when cheques and money orders are made payable to absentees.

***

Much of the delay caused in crediting dues and replying letters
can be avoided if members who send their dues direct or correspond
with us give the name of the Lodge they belong to or if unattached
state accordingly. Without this information it is very difficult to
credit dues or to reply the letters immediately.



INTERNATIONAL CORRESPONDENCE LEAGUE. .
THEOSOPHICAL ORDER OF SERVICE.

: Extracts from Annual Report 1925-26.

The work has been well organized and is flourishing in England,
and Italy, In one or two couatries such as China and Colombia we
do not seem successful and there isno news The year has been
marked by increased life in Ceylon, France, Germany, Hungary, Java,
Portugal, and Roumania. Activities have.just commenced in Brazil,
Chili, Egypt, Guatemala, Japan, Uruguay and California. A special
effort was made to lLink up the Latin-American countries with far
amount of success.

Australia. They are all so busy “doing things” in Australia that
they have no time left to read or write about them, so that correspon-
dence is not very active,

Austria, Work is centred in Vienna where 15 members are
corresponding with nearly as many countries. ’

Ceylon. Very active. The work appeals to a very limited class
viz young men of some education.

Bngland. The magazine section is developing. Twentyfour over-
seas Lodges in as many different coutries are being regularly supplied
with English theosophical and other magazines, foreign magazines‘,
being received in exchange. A goodly number of individual Theoso-
phists are regularly posting magazines to isolated members in various
parts of the world, In several cases the foreign magazines received
in exchange are circulated among Lodges and members, The Inter-
national Social Centre at 84 Boundary Road London N. W, is being
constantly made use of by friends from overseas. Resal “service’”
work is being done at this centre, for making the sojourn of the over-
seas friends pleasant and free from anxiety. The correspondence
Secretary reports a growth in the applications from overseas for
correspondents.  Approximately 650 adult British Theosophists are on
the list. An attempt is being made for appointing ‘“Correspondance
Sacretaries” in T. S. Lodges. Links have been established with 43
countries, India, Germany, US.A. Italy and New Zealand are
specially prolific in supplying correspondants.

- KRISHNA RA0 GANESH
. , 2148 Sholapur Road, Poona.



Income and Disbursement Suavemens jor

Receipts.

A, BENARES PROPERTY :—

Rents
Garden receipts

B. ANNUAL DUES AND ENTRANCE FEES :—

I. (@) Lodge Members Dues
. (b) Unattached Members Dues
() Apportionment of Commuted
Dues
II. Entrance Fees

¢ OTHER SOURCES :—

I. Interest
II. Theosophy in India ...
() Subscription and Sale
(b) Advertisements
~ 1IL. Miscellancous receipts

D.  DONATIONS :—
General ...
Deficit Fund
Last year’s credit Balance

Deficit Balance

Amount Total.
Rs. a. p.| Rs a p
10433 8 0
2717 6 31 10710 14 3
14310 6 0
1495 0 0
742 5 0
2917 8 O 19465 3 ¢
i
200 13 0
36 2 6
170 3 0
9 3 0 416 3 6
88 4 6
430 12 0 519 0 6
26 2 2
31137 9 5
1277 4 0
32414 13 5
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NOTES.

We gladly publish. the above letter from our very revered
elder brother Bishop Leadbeater. The Vice-President has given us
permission to print the block that has been made of his letter of thanks
to all the brethren who have had the privilege of contributing to his
travelling fund, We feel sure that members will be glad to see his
hand-writing ; they will notice the extraordinary care with which it is
written, The writing is so beautiful, so clear and firm in spite of his

. great age, but more than everything else it will give us an idea of the

extraordinary precision and care with which an occultist works, even in

the little things of life.

*
A short article from the pen of our President appears in the

American Messenger, entitled “How to recognise the World Teacher.”

The following extract we recommend to the notice of our readers.

How TO RECOGNISE THE TEACHER.

“ Many on reading the Gospel story must have wondered that so
few among the Jews recognised the Christ when He lived among them.
Even His apostles appeared to be unconscious of His greatness through-
out His ministry, Peter being the one who, near the end of 1t, impulsively
led the way, as was his wont, to the declaration that He was the Son
of God. And even after that, the same apostle denied Him, after
another had betrayed Him, and all of them forsook Him and fled, in
His direst need. As for the crowd, among whom He is said to have
performed so many miracles of healing, they were not led by these to
trust Him or to recognise Him ; in fact, after acclaiming Him as He
rode into Jerusalem, they cried out as vociferously for His death. I
am taking the story as written by His followers.

Taking the salient facts of it, we realise that it was natural
enough tbat the people around Him should not have remarked any sign
of His true character. They had known Him as a child, a boy, a
youth, a man, a Jesus of Nazareth, son of Joseph Certainly He was
not the splendid Messiah for whom they were looking, a conquering
King, redeeming Israel from bondage to Rome. He did not do much
in the way of teaching apparently, He spoke in parables of which the
people did not catch the meaning, and He explained these only to His
disciples, when they were in the house. So say the three synoptical
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what for so many years he has been aspiring to attain. The World-
Teacher is with us, and is using His chosen vehicle in order to give
to the world a glimpse of that happiness which it has not known for
centuries. To Theosophists in India this is not an unexpected or
strange event, but merely the logical conclusion of that great event of
the 28th of December, but all the same our hearts must be filled with
gladness, that there is dwelling amongst us, even if it be at certain
intervals, the Great Lord of Love for whose coming the world has been
longing.
: * ¥

It is equally a matter of happiness to all of us that the parallel
work of founding the sixth sub-race has also begun in a very definite
and striking manner. Only a very short while ago, a great American
Anthropologist, Dr Hedlikka, has written a book called the “American
Race”, in which he definitely asserts that a new development of human-
kind is manifesting itself in California, and that a definite differentiation
has to be made in the schools between the children of the new race
and the children of the old, and that the characteristic difference
between the two types is the possession by the children of the new
race of the faculty of intuition. Almost simultaneously with the publi-
cation of this is the announcement by our President of the purchase
of 450 acres of land for the foundation of a new settlement, known as
the “Happy Valley Foundation.” This valley is one of the beauty-
spots of California and possesses a wonderful climate. Dr. Besant has
pledged herself and her vast influence, based on fifty-three years of
continued public secvice, to this undertaking. That at the age of eighty,
in addition to the many responsibilities that are already hers, she should
undertake so gigantic a scheme is a very clear and significant proof
that the work which she has begun is of the most far reaching signi-
ficance. We have read in our Theosophical literature of the segregation
by the Manu of a race of certain selected individuals and families to
form the nucleus of a sub-race or a root-race. What we see to-day
happening in Ojai Valley may not appear to the outer world anything
very startling or very wonderful. In the newspaper world it may
appear to be no more than one of the many experiments of community
living. But to the Theosophically instructed public, this undertaking
of Dr. Besant must have a very singular interest. o them the actual
founding of a new sub-race, the training and moulding of the new type,
the imparting to it by the Bodhisattva of the new religion suited to its
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needs, all these are in process of unfoldment. It is difficult to assign
to an event of this kind any proper significance on account of the lack
of perspective, but all the same, those who have the eyes to see and
ears to hear and who have developed intuition will be able to under-
stand what is happening.

A question that naturally arises is, what can we of the older
sub-races do in order to help this part of the Manu’s plan. What
part have weto play in this enormous work of the Manu and the
Bodhisatva ? Our first duty is to study very carefully, and vicualise
as clearly as possible, the part of the Plan which is being unroll2d
before our very eyes. It will be seen that so far as India is concerned
the great Aryan race, the root stock, decended into India and has
preserved all through this millenium the culture, the many-sided life
which is being perfected in each of its parts in the different sub-races,
so that our Dharma is ever the same, to preserve for the feeding of
the children of the world the bread of the spiritual Life. The trea-
sures of our great spiritual culture, which we have guarded carefully
through the ages, are needed for the building up of a new civilization.
America is efficient and has achieved a considerable degree of perfection
in the organisation of life on the physical plene. But it lacks the
peace, the poise and the balance which spirituality alone can give,
and that is why India must join hands with America in this great
task of building up the civilization of Brotherhood and of Beauty.
The spendid philosophy of the spirit which affirms that the peace
of the eternal can only be found in worlds which lie beyond the
physical, the emotional, or the lower mental ; that happiness of a lasting
kind can never be found in these lower regions, that is a truth which
needs to be demonstrated and asserted in the face of materialism and
its triumphs. We have already sent our representative in the person
of our beloved Krishnaji, and we in India have to gather together the
finest and the most spiritual type of young men, and form them into
a devoted band of disciples who will illustrate in their lives the great
teachings which Krishnaji is giving out to the world. We are a
poor race and have no abundance of the things of the world That
life can be made infinitely happy without worldly possessions, that
real wealth is life spiritual, content, that the superficial excitement of
the senses, of the emotions and the mind, which characterises western
civilization of today are as nothing before the joy and the blessedness,
the peace and happiness of the man in whom the spirit is unfolded
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energise the national life. May it be the privilege of our Theosophical
brothers in Bombay to carry out this part of the Plan that has been
entrusted to them.

The formation of a spiritual centre is an event of enormous signi-
ficance in the inner world. It means the setting up of a dynamo which
will send out a continuous current of spiritual life. The radiation of
spiritual force draws together the great mass of thought and feeling
which is in harmony with itself. As a consequence the whole thought of
the neighbourhood gradually alters its character, and in course of time
the life of a whole people becomes altered. It is Lo such places that the
servants of the great Masters of Wisdom will be drawn. We may,
therefore, legitimately expect to find & most promising material from
amongst those whose karma leads to these places; especially when a
school conducted on right lines is associated with such a centre. Our
President has mentioned in a recent statement of hers the elements
that apparently go to the building up of such a centre. Speaking of
Ojai, she mentioned a temple and meditation room, a Co-Masonic
Lodge, a well-equipped school, a club and social recreation hall, an
Art room, a theatre as some of the things which are essential to the
development of a cen’re. The temple and the Masonic Lodge are evi-
dently for the releasing of the spiritual force; the Art room and the
theatre for the training of the emotions ; the school for the training of
the mind and the imparting of culture. But more important than
everything else is the presence of the Teacher and leader who forms
the living inspiration of such a centre. In Ojai we have Krishnaji. In
sub-centres like those that are situated in less fortunate places a number
of people devoted to the service of the Masters and living together in
the closest ties of friendship and brotherhood can to a certain extent
act as a channel. I believe that when such Theosphical Communities
are formed on even such a small scale the process of the development of
a new type commences in a very definite manner. Our experience
of Benares and Adyar cannot but convince us that in these two
places we are evolving a new mode of living and thinking which
affects even the physical features of the children growing up in these
two centres. The type that is produced is of such a striking contrast
to the common type all round that it is easily distinguishable, and is
definitely recognised by people living in these localities. We are really
gvolving not only a distinct philosophy of life but & new social



52 THEOSOPHY IN INDIA [ March

philosophy, a new code of etiquette, a new dress, and even a new type
of face. How far in these centres in India we have representatives of
this sub-race we do not know. But that these centres act as places of
training for those who show any promise of becoming workers for the
Masters in the future is beyond doubt. These facts should be well
borne in mind by all those who are interested in the organisation of a
spiritual centre. The living together of all those who are devoted
servants of the Masters, and the realisation of one definite goal as the
supreme guiding principle in life, is the one force which alone can create
a sufficiently vital environment. It is not easy in any place, much less
in a city like Bombay, to press back the current of thought of the world
around. All individual effort to counteract that pressure seems to be
so baffling and it is only when a number of energetic minds will strong-
ly to impose their own thought and their own ideal that there is any
chance of successfully resisting the pressure of conventional thought.
But it is always useful to remember that behind those who seek to
carry out the will of the Hierarchy there is the irresistible power of Him
whose will rules the world, and therefore even a few who aspire to do
that will must ultimately triumph in their effort.
‘l**

It was a happy idea of the General Secretary, Indian Section, to
give a place to the T.S. Muslim League in the programme of the Con-
vention held at Benares in December last. The meeting was presided
over by our Vice-President who takes a keen interest in this new acti-
vity of the Society in India. The papers read by Mr. Saiduddin of
Allahabad and by Dr. Abdul Fazl, a thoughtful scholar and author of
meny books on Islam were extremely interesting. Let us hope the
annual meetings of the T.S. Muslim League will become a permanent
feature of our Convention activities in future and any interesting papers

contributed for this occasion will be published as the T.S. Muslim
League publications.

*
* 9

There was a very important resolution passed by the Convention
at Benares last December. We trust our Indian members will zealously
work towards the achievement of the ideal set before them by the
following resolution :—

*“Whereas the two great faiths of India, Hinduism and Islam,
are united in teaching the two great essentials of the Fatherhood of

and the Brotherhopd of man, and whereas, whatever differences
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a body, if we encourage the idea that to become great you must be a
superstitious and narrow minded individual whose mind and heart are
limited. And there is a great danger of our falling into that groove,
and against that I would warn you, and urge you with all the capacity
and earnestness that [ have, to be careful. After all, if you do think
carefully, you will see that the One Whom we really adore, Who is the
life in all things, Who exists in the innermost cave of the heart of all
beings, that He does not come to one particular body, He does not
come only to you and me ; but He comes to all those who are really
calling Him—those who are full of enthusiasm, full of happiness, And
there are in the world many such beings, who are ocking for Him,
though they may not be aware of it. And so it will be a fatal thing
if we make this organisation, or our belief in it, a narrow faith, a thing
that shall be abhorred by people who think largely and feel greatly.
And I am sure you will understand why we must keep this organization
and our belief as nebulous and as vague and indefinite as possible,
except as regards the one thing that is of vital importance, and that is
the Coming. That is the thing which will show to us, who are still
groping, where real life is.

You will realize also, if you will consider quietly for a few
minutes, how very important it is that we should not, any of us, have
the sense of possession. I am always afraid of Organizations and
Societies and Orders, because there is in them all an inclination to
regard their own particular form of words or jargon as the only truth;
so that when the simple Truth of Reality is unfolded to them, they
will misunderstand it, they will lose it, and even those people who are
really seeking and who have been really working and sacrificing may
lose the thing for which they have sactrificed. We must have truth
in a specialised form, because we have been brought up in a particular
group ; we must have Truth clothed in our own particular jargon, and
as soon as it is not given in that fashion we do not understand it.
That is why I often wish that there was no such thing as an organiza-
tion, if you will not misunderstand me; I often wish that we were all
free to think for ourselves, to feel the reality of things for ourselves,
without having orgatizations, group leaders, National Representatives,
Heads, and so on. But we must have it. Itis one of the sacrifices
we must make, one of the barriers over which we must leap. But if
you would really understand, if you would really see the Truth, you
must bave freedogn from all these narrow things, from all the untruths
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that we have created for ourseives, We must search out understanding
through Him, and that means the destruction of the self. That means
" that we must look and feel and think through the eyes of Him who
is eternal, feeling through the heart of Him who is the embodiment of
happiness, and thinking through His mind who is the embodiment, the
essence, of intelligence. And that is the first duty, that is the first
conception that we must have.

AD great teachers, all great artists and great poets, are always
misunderstood. Take the Law of the Lord Buddha, for the moment,
and you will see from the writings that have been left that He would
have to explain over and over again the same things, because those who
listened were not willing to look through His mind, they were not
willing to throw aside their own precoaceived ideas, their own pre-
judices, their own particular form of religion, their own particular
conception of life. They wanted Him to speak their particular
language. They wanted Him to put Himself in their place and to
speak as one of themselves. And you will find as time goes on, as
the Truth comes nearer and nearer, that you will have to transform
yourselves into the Trath, you will have to change yourselves and
adapt yourselves to Him ; and in that there lies the great difficulty.
It will not be, so much, that when He speaks we shall be carried
away emotionally—naturally there will be a tendency towards that—but
He will appeal to us more and more to do things for their intrinsic
value. He will present Truth to us from that height, and it is for us
to make the tremendous struggle, the tremendous effort to climb to
that height, to awake and gird up our loins so that we can hear the
Voice on the mountain top. And that means that we must have
an understanding of the whole thing. So you will see that to be a real
follower, a real devotee, a real adorer and a real worshipper, you must
have not merely devotion, not merely desire, but you must have a
big heart, you must be able to think greatly. And then when the greater
Meaning thunders, when the greater Voice whispers, the echo will be
caught by those whose minds and whose hearts are fully developed.

You will see my point if I expand it somewhat. If you go to a
museum to examine a picture, you must have the eyes to see and the
mind to understand. You must have trained your eyes to appreciate
colour, you must have the mind that criticises, the mind that judges,
and it is no good looking at a work of art unless you have been trained
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not supetficial in their belief, but who walk persistently and steadily
towards that which is eternal. Those of you who arein America

"especially, if I may say so, have a great tendency towards dealing
with things superficially, passing them by as though you understood all
about them. All this newspaper propaganda, these interviews, these
stupid things, they will pass away in a year or two, or probably next
month, and we shall have lost some of the excitement ; but I assure
you that to understand the real beauty of life, you must have not
excitement, not superficiality, but steady thought, controlled emotions,
and ecstasy of purpose. You must be like a tree on the mountain top:
alone, solitary. You can imagine how a tree must feel on the top of a
mountain, all by itself, full of power, pride not false pride knowing
that it has achieved and has grown alone, and is nearer heaven. So
those of you who believe these things, who have these things near at
heart, you must not only be ordinary human beings, but you must be
godlike. And that is where our difficulty lies—either we are too human
or we pretend to be gods.

I should like, if I may and if you will allow me, to speak of
something which is very personal and which might perhaps be of help
and of interest to you., I am not repeating it because I want your
salutations or your adulations or your admiration or your flattery ; but
because I have found what I have longed for, and like all people who
have found something which is worth while, I desire to share it with
others. I have always wanted to become perfect. I have always
desired to be like the Buddha ; and one day when I wasin India walking
with one or two of my friends, they went ahead and left me alcne. And
without giving me notice or my thinking very seriously about it there
appeared before me my Ideal, there appeared my Beloved, my Guru,
my Teacher. It was nothing supernatural, so do not give me any
credit for this. As the World Teacher, He was there with me ; and as
I looked I seemed to see all the trees through Him, all the mountains,
all the little pools through Him and all the insects. And as I walked
back He was leading me, and giving to the air a different scent, a
different vibration, a different understanding of all the things at which
1 looked through Him. And ever since then that wvision, that under-
standing of things, has remained. Whenever I look with concentration
I see things through Him, and this has become a part of me. I seem
to feel that He is in me and I in Him ; and that means happiness, that
means that I have found what I wanted, because He is the embodiment
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of all things, He is theend of all servitude, He is knowledge, He
is Truath, the Voice that is always calling, the Voice that is always
guiding. So since I have found my happiness, since I have entered
into the garden where there are many scents, where there are many
flowers, where there is the whole of Eternal Truth, I do not need any-.
thing more; and since I have it, naturally it is my desire that you
should share it. It is not because I am so spiritual or so great or so
wonderful ; but like an artist who creates, I would like to show it to
you—Ilike an artist who produces something and exhibits it, I would
ask you to look, not at the individual, not at the person—the artist does
not want your admiration or yout flatteries ; he wants you to admire
what he has brought forth, what he has gained and what he has pro-
duced ; and you will be foolish, you will be lacking intelligence, if yon
neglect to examine, if you set aside his product without proper
thought and attention. For, after all, what is it that each one of us is
looking for, what is it that each one of us wants ? What is it that will
satisfy our discontentment, what is it that will make us really happy ?
That is what every human being needs above all things—happiness that
will be lasting, that cannot be shaken, that cannot be altered by passing
things. And I believe and I know that I have found it. I would ask
you not to follow, but to examine fully. I would that you could read
the sign-post set for you on the road towards that Kingdom of Happi-
ness ; I would that you could enter intc the garden because you have
learnt, because you have read the sign-post, because you are capable of
work and capable of acquiring pure knowledge that gives you certainty.
It means that you must have ecstasy of purpose; it means that you
must have desires growing greater and greater every day ; it means that
you must have the capacity to drink deep ; it means that when you
behold such & thing, you must have the capacity to make it a part of
you, to embrace it. To those of you who are still struggling, still
groping, still trying to find out, I would show what it means to live in
a state of divinity, which means happiness and which means spiritua-
lity; and for those of you who are still at that stage when you are not
certain, not positive of your belief, not sure of your own selves, what
greater truth is there than to find that Kingdom of Heaven, than to
enter into that garden where there is absolute freedom from the separate
self ? For it means that when you are really happy, you have found
the truth, you love the truth. And those who are still wandering in
the by-patbs of life, not walking steadfastly towards that Kingdom, to
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After some time we were permitted to go up the board. We
gathered in the drawing room of the beautiful ship. Miss Wilson said
that the President would be coming soon. The Presidents of the local
and the Hyderabad Lodges were ready with garlands and some
members with bouquets to greet Her,

She came in—with & smiling face—accepted the flower greetings.
Within two minutes of the arrival, the great work—the struggle

for the political freedom of the country—began, She had in Her hand
a large packet.

“These are nine articles. I want these to be typed and sent to
all papers in India. Can this be done to-day ?
Y

And She brought out nine articles, written in Her clear hand.
writing.

Those were the first nine articles on “ Home Rule for India,” and
were sent out as

“ National Home Rule League Leaflets.”

1. Wounded to Death, 2. The Coming Congress. 3. The
Parting of Ways. 4. The Reform Act—What shall India do with it ?
5. Patriotism and Co-operation. 6. Our Minister, 7. Organisation
for Freedom 8. Responsibility of the Press.

Her great work in England had finished for that time, and the

work in India began—to educate the people how to work the new Act
which had become a Statute.

And it began within two minutes of Her arrival in the country
which She loves, in the harbour even before landing.

The whole day and the major portion of the night, the type-
writers’ clicks went on. The articles were sent out to all presses and
newspapers, and all in India knew that once again the Giant of the
CONSTITUTIONAL STRUGGLEs had begun Her work in the country.
On the one hand there was the struggle between the constitutionslists
and the un-constitutionalists, and on the other was the struggle for the
right to be wrenched out of an autocracy. It was a mighty task to
guide bhoth the people and the rulers. )

And who could have done it but the Soul sent out to India in
1893 by the Great Masters of Love and Wisdom, on a Great Mission
of Freedom—Freedom from the Religious, Socisl and Political
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People saw Her, the beautiful figure in a white sari, bare-headed,
with Her golden-white hair and- bare-footed. All eyes turned to
Her and all stood as if sealed to the ground where they were.

She moved on, quietly looking down, and after a few minutes
stopped at a spot, looking straight upon the high walls which showed
some marks of the unhappy incident, for over 15 minutes, in quiet
solitude as if nfeditating or seeing through Her higher vision the
astral records of the sad event. All stood quietly as if meditating;
not a soul moved.

She passed onward to another spot, taking harmonious steps,
and again halted. Several minutes passed in meditation.

And a third stage was reached by halting and meditating at
another spot.

Quietly She turned to the narrow passage, slowly did She walk.
It was intense silence. Not a voice, not a sound in the whole large
ares with hundreds of people.

She reached the narrow passage and we quietly followed Her.
As She came out to the enirance, Lokmanya Tilak and his party
entered in. She turned and signalled us to enter the car.

And then only we could see something extraordinary. Tears
were running out of Her eyes. As She took Her seat in the car,
people gathered round to-see the Great Personage, the Ex-President
of the Congress, and One who so valiantly struggled for the political
freedom of their country. The chauffeur blew the horn requesting
people to makeliway. She sat silently. Tears in flood rolled down
Her face.

A young lad, about 10 years old, thrusted himself forward in
the crowd. He had a basket of most lovely roses in his hand. He
came to the car and respectfully emptied the basket, covered Her
up with those beautiful flowers. It was a touching homage paid
by one so young in body, but perhaps a link of the past.

Some shouted, “Besant Mata Ki Jai.” (Victory to Mother
Besant ) ; the car glided on. The roses became wet with Her tears
which continued pouring out of Her eyes. We sat silently. A hand
glided quietly to pick up a rose made more living with the holy
water of Her tears, a precious- treasure which has been preserved
with utmost sanctity.
o JaMSHED MEHTA,
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DR. ANNIE BESANT, P.T.S.

The noblest, the most perfect and the most completely
self-dedicated personality in the world of men and women: that
is Dr. Annie Besant, the beloved president of the Theosophical
Society, whose eighty-first birth-day we are grateful to remember
this day.

"

Eighty years she has left behind, and yet how strenuous is
she in her labour for suffering humanity. Every ounce of strength
is economised, husbanded and utterly consecrated to its service.
There is no sparing of the self whatsoever. Mind and body are
flung on the cross with the joy of privilege, the smile of peace.
No tongue of prejudice, malice or coarse abuse; no obstruction,
howsoever planned, have ever succeeded in making this agent of
the Great Ones swerve a hair’s breadth from her Self-directed course.

To talk of Dr. Besant’s personality—limiting it to a physical
frame—were wholly wrong; for already her life is poured out to,
and shared by, all. She is a veritable Sun whose radiant energy
enters into every one’s being.

It were vain to recount her greatness and services. Who
can do the barest justice to her wonderful and many-sided activities?
Yet being given this opportunity, I thankfully hasten to place at
her feet this humble though very inadequate tribute.

In this physical life, [ have come but in slight personal touch
with her. I well remember my first interview, which she kindly
accorded me despite her many and important engagements. She
was leaving that day for England on her mission for India’s uplift.
It was & unique experience to me. I was uplifted and inspired.
Her presence filled me with a sense of freedom, equality and bigness,
so different from the depression the so-called great of the world
often produced. Then for the first time I realized that true greatness
is that which rouses greatness in others—no matter how lowly or
weak these may happen to be. She is like a strong magnet which
induces its own qualities even in soft iron, were it only for the
moment. Dr. Besant is big, because she makes others feel big, in
spite of their apparent smallness, Her courtesy and gentleness arg
perfect.
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As a political leader, valiantly fighting for all just causes; rousing
the decadent from their sleep to a sense of freedom and active self-
respect; then in the face of odds, bravely standing up for law,
ordet and balanced progress; and in her uncompromising opposition
to the forces of anarchy and disruption—she had been unapproachable
and unique. As long as she served her beloved India, as long as she
helped to make us more respectable abroad, whether she was idolized
or cast away made no difference to her. Her outlook on Life as
a Unity is a new factor in world’s politics. Her patriotism is not a
selfish, aggressive and narrow Nationalism, but includes in its wide
sweep the vision of a happy Brotherhood of all Nations, grounded
on common humanity and justices She symbolises progress based
on unity, co-operation, and constructiveness.

As a religious teacher, she has brought light and peace to
thousands of hearts. Many to whom conventional religion was a
sad limitation imposed on the inteliect and natural growth, have found
in her utterances a joyous freedom. Yet every form of religion has
in her its greatest expounder and helper, She has never extolled
one religion at the expense of another; her way on the other hand
has been to hold one’s attention to what iz best and noblest in each,
to the basic truths which are common to sll; thus, by the contempla-
tion of what is good and common, we shall learn to forget the
differences which are non-essential and to recoguize the living one-
ness behind them.

Because of her, the world’s religious thought—even where the
magnificient theosophical scheme of life is not accepted in entirety—
has been surprisingly liberalised. Speaking for myself, I am grateful
that her writings have called me back to Islam; scores of cultured
Muslims have confessed to me that the best they ever heard of their
religion was from our President’s lips. And even among those who
choose to remain her opponents in matters religious, there are many
whose writings definitely point to their adoption wholesale, where it
suits their purpose, of theosophical ideas acd theosophical phraseology,
and in their widened outlook, to the undoubted influence exercised
by her keen intellect and clear statement of truth, even over prejudice-
ridden minds.

The world is richer and nobler because of this great servant of
God. May she long coatinue to inspice, to Izad and to bless it.

ABDULKARIM F. T, S.
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Every year, as the anniversary of our great President’s birth.day
comes round, it brings fresh inspiration, and never so much as this year,
when another decade of service to the world has been achieved. A
few years ago, and we were thinking that our leader was engaged on
her last earthly task, and that the curtain must soon be rung down on
one of the most wonderful of human careers. But the call has come
to new undertakings, yet more vast in design and scope of usefulness
to humanity, and we have seen the miracle of her response, renewing
her youth like the eagle, renouncing a well-earned rest for the toil of
constant travelling, the burden of yet more movements financially
unassured, the opposition of ignorance and of hate, and (what is worse)
the half-support and frequent betrayals of childish love. Still she goes
on unwearied, secure of the ends she works for, since they are not
her own, but her Master’s.

Every handicap in her long life she has conquered and turned to
account. Born in a woman’s body, in an age which worshipped coarser
forms of strength, she wore her womanhood so regally, yet withal so
tenderly, that unruly mobs yielded to her gentle strength, and sister
women took courage to follow her example and uplift the degraded
banner of Mothethood in an orphaned world. A victim to narrow
social conventions which trapped her into an unsuitable marriage,
she won her freedom, but not for herself alone, and paid its heavy price
of suffering without any personal biiterness. Many a foe has she
fought, and some have claimed a temporary victory, but as time passes
it is seen that her cause has prevailed, though she has not waited to
claim the palm, from a former foe perchance turned friend. - From
struggle to struggle she has passed and passes, and still grows in
serenity as clouds mass more darkly in her path.

Three lands more specially claim her ; England and Ireland who
gave her body, nurture and inherited culture, and India, her home of
adoption and spiritual motherland. But we need not quarrel over the
more or less of these ties, for she is too big for any such claims, and
belongs to the world, in which to-day she has her natural setting and
for which she impartially works. Great and good men and women
everywhere love and revere her, and none dare despise, though the
timorous may intrench themselves behind time-worn institutions, and
refuse the fresh air of life that she brings. .

Great is Annie Besant, noblest of living womea. ~ Whither she
leads, there lies victory. HeLEN VEALE,
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PIONEERS AND PLODDERS.

The two Founders of the Theosophical society were somewhat
in the natare of pioneers in the field of religion. The Society they
were instrumental in founding is therefore a pioneer body. No
movement that has chosen the task of breathing life into the dead
bones of religious currentin this world can afford to have a constitution
that acts as a detérrent to its avowed mission. But our society with
such lofty ideals has not been able to accomplish all that it could have
done. Itis Mr. Wadia who, in his letter to the President and the
members of the General Council of the Theosophical Society, while
explaining the causes for his defection, remarks that the Society, has
moved from its “original impulses.” What Mr. Wadia meant by
“original impulses ” I do not know. My conteation is that the Society
has not moved from its ¢ original impulses ”” at all I wish it had moved
fast and far. I regret that it has not moved enough to my satisfaction,

I want the society to become once again a pioneering body.
I want that every member belonging to it should regard himself as a
pioneer, .as were our Founders. We have all become plodders and
left the pioneering work to be done by the few leaders we possess.
The time is ripe that we also added our strength and spirit to those
of our leaders, The life of the pioneer is hard going. Most of us
prefer the life of ease and comfort, the life of the plodder. We have
done remarkably well as plodders. Look at the state of the country.
Where are our leaders? Where are its pioneers? A nation of three
hundred and odd millions has hardly been able to produce and perfect
thirty pioneering spirits who could fire its masses with ideals of a
greater and glorious India.

There is no spirit of adventure in us. In the make-up of a
pioneer there is a large content of adventure. A pioneer is eternally
young. He s eternally active. He is always experimenting, always
improving on the old models. His is a restless spirit. Divine
discontent reigns in him. He wants change in everything and
everybody. Like the primeval amoeba he is constantly adjusting
himself to the changing modes of his environment. Immutability
means stagnation. Plodding, although necessary at certain stage
of our growth and consolidation must not be interpreted as being
eternally necessary. We must march on. Every nation is marching
on. To our eternal shame let us not be left behind.
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We are the leaders of the future. If we accept that position
we must all turn pioneess at once. We must exhibit power and
resource,. We must become leaders instead of followers. India,
as poet Tagore says, is adopting the Sudra habit, the habit of the
plodders, the hewers of wood and the drawers of water. Notan
enviable position is it ? The Theosophists must show the way. We
are people with ideals of a progressive nature. If we hang back in
-conceited humility, we should be doing & great disservice to our country
‘whose glory we are never tired of singing. See what our President
has done. All alone, single-handed, she has fought and won many
a battle,. 'Why ? Like all pioneers she has the conviction of the efficacy
of her ideals and is always the first in the fray when there is an
occassion to uphold the cause of truth and justice. This is a passion
with her. Never is it so with us. Our acceptance of Theosophy
is a convenience with us. To some it helps to maintain their
orthodoxy ; to others it offers an explanation of their present plight;
to some others its illuminating descriptions of the Masters and the
way to Them has become the most absorbing subject of talk ; but it is
only to an exceptional few an all incentive to action. We are tamasic
even in our interprelation of Theosophy. This is the time for action
“Act, act in the living present,” sang a poet. It is the curse of
inaction on the part of many of our members that is keeping our
movement from going forward.

I take it that there is no Theosophist in India who does not
believe in evolution. Evolution is the plan of God for our world.
I also’ take it that every Theosophist in India believesin Karma and
Re-incarnation, and that one day we shall be asked to ¢“shuffle off this
mortal coil . If all this is true, our works belie our professions. Do we
want to return to the same miserable world we are leaving behind ?
Do we desire to be born in circumstances and surroundings which have
shackled our full expression ? What kind of India are we going to leave
behind for our children ? Has not the iron of our slavish present entered
our’ rouls. Are our souls so dead that they are incapable of any active
response ? We must set to work, beit even actuated with the most
selfish of motives. If we want a better “here’ after an “ hereafter”
we must create it right now. Just as you prepare now to go to an
event an hour hence, must you prepare as arduously for your future
and that of your own kith and kin. Let us up with that festering

apathy and out with it to the pyre, - N. S. RamMa Rao, -
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% The only difference, if difference there be, is.that now the
scope of the Prophet’s work considerably extended, and that he .was
called upon to face and solve the problems which could not have
arisén at Mecca, when intense was the opposition, bitter the persecution,
and where the Prophet was without any proper resources or effective
support. But even at Medina his life was simple and austere,........
fres from pomp and parade of power. The Prophet, at Mecca as at
Medina, was dominated by one passion and one only-~the glory of
Islam. The march of events added to his prophetic duties the burden
of a temporal chief. Could he shirk or shrink from it ? Had he not
numerous precedents in the history of the Israelites ? But who can
honestly charge him with one single act of cruelty and selfishness ?
He was a ruler with the self.effacement of a saint......a religious chief
free from the pretensions of a Pope......a man who led and bent all
to his will by the sheer force of his magnetic and all-subduing
personality. Such a one did Mohammad remain to his last breathing
moment...... a beacon-light unto the end of time ™. )

¢ There was no trace of love of power in him to indicate that
he was striving to set up a state-organisation at the head of which
he wished to preside ”.

During his hard-earned peace the Prophet devoted himself to
reform the evils pervading Arab-society. Social equality—an innovation
of Islam—was the first principle of the religion. Conseguently
it became the sacred duty of every Muslim to help the poor and the
indigent. Zakat (poor tax) became obligatory; it was cellected into
the central treasury and distributed from there to the needy. -The
Prophet abolished all blood-feuds, and lawlessness was suppressed.
The Jews living in large numbers near and round Medina were treated
on an equal footing with the Muslims. Infanticide-~so common in
Arab society—was forbidden. Islam taught its follower to be kind
and gentle towards children, women and aged persons, of whatever
religion they might be.

* The outstanding merit of the Islamic faith is thus beautifully
summarised by & European scholar. “It is characteristic of all religions
to impress their stamp on human history; and founders, prophets,
and apostles play their part in the civilisation of their age and people.
But never, in so rapid and directed a manner, has any - religion
achieved such world-affecting change as Islam has achieved.  And

never has the setter-forth of a new religion been so complete a master
3
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I will quote 2 few sentences from the writings of a Hindu writer:--

«It is a great pity that on account of certain historical reasons
Islam in India passes as a synonym for violence. Muslim conquerors
are described as having overrun countries with the Quran in the one
hand and the sword in the other, whereas we read in the Quran, “Let
there be no violence in religion”, or, ¢ There is no compuision”. Indeed
the Prophet was so far from countenancing conversion by force that
‘this particular passage is said to have been directed to some of his
first converts, who, having sons that had been brought up in idolatory
or Judaism, would oblige them forcibly to embrace Islam. If even a
father must not convert his son by force, it is clear that force must be
absolutely out of the question as regards converting strangers.

¢ In fact the Prophet was personally a man of great gentleness
and humanity. He was most indulgent to his inferiors and would never
allow his awkward little page to be scolded,* whatever he did.

“ He was very fond of children; he would stop them in the
streets and pat their little heads. He would romp with the children
and play with their toys. He never struck any one in his life. When
asked to curse some one, he replied, ‘I have not been sent to curse,
but to be a mercy to mankind.’ He visited the sick, [ollowed any
bier he met, accepted the invitation of a slave to dinner, mended
his own clothes, which were often patched, as well as, his shoes,
milked the goats and waited upon himself. :

' “The Prophet sanctified poverty by declaring that it was his
pride and by praying to Allah to keep him a poor man and let him die
poor and raise him among the poor.

# The Prophet was so modest that he could not bear any one
describing him as any thing more than ‘the Servant of Allah and His
Messenger’. I am no more than man he reminded his devout followers.

“The Prophet did not believe that merely making the Muslim
profession of faith once in a lifetime could make a mumin (a believer)
of a person and entitle him to salvation, ‘He is not a believer who
committeth adultery ; or who stealeth or who drinketh liquor or who
embezzeleth ; beware, beware”  Kindness is a mark of faith; and
¢ whoever hath not kindness hath not faith,) Indeed he went so far as to
say that ¢ even prayers could not save a man who lived a wicked life/
<t is your conduct which will lead you to reward or punishment’. The
nearest to me are the abstinent whoever they e, wherever they be'.
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FLOWERS FROM OTHER GARDENS.
I

THE FEDERATION OF TEUTONIC NATIONS.
BY

ANNIE BessnT, D. L.
_ President of the Theosophical Society.

The history of the great Aryan Mother-Race as traced by
ordinary historians and illuminated by the teachings of the Divine
Wisdom as given out by seers and sages in the East, is not only
profoundly interesting as to the past, but is also an indication of
the near future. The Mother Race founded in Ceantral Asia a

City, named Shamballa, according to Indian literature. (The

of this City are now being partly uncovered by excavations
carried on by a band of American explorers and archzologists, who
report that it will take years to complete their work), From this
centre in the Gobi Desert four daughter-races were seat out, which
evolved, after their seperation, as inhabitants of great valleys in
the encircling mountain ranges, as four distinct types. These formed
the four emigrations which travelled westwards, recognised by
such historians as Sir Henry Maine, the Mother Race ultimately
descending into India and becoming known as the Hindu, the Aryo-
Indians.

The first emigration went to Egypt and founded the Egyptian
Empire and its splendid civilisation, the Wisdom of Egypt drawing
to its sanctuaries the great intellects of the then world, such as Plato.

The second emigration travelled to Persia, and there founded
the Petsian Empire with its tributaries and its immense warlike
strength, invading even India and Greece.

The third and fourth emigrations settled for awhile in the
north and south Caucasus, dwelling there while Europe was becoming
habitable, as its swamps dried up. Then the third overspread
Greece, Italy and the south of Europe, turning northward into
Spain, France, Britain and Ireland; they used to be called Kelts,
and were distinguished by their emotional nature, expressing itself
in oratory and the fine arts, This emigration founded the Roman
Empire with its widespread dominion, its magnificient literature
and its constructive ability.




















































































