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[ F a m i l y  m otto o f  the M a h a r a j a h s  o f  B e n a r e s . ]

MANSEL ON T E E  PROBLEM OF 
TEE INFINITE.

' (Being an extract from the second of his Bampton 
Lectures.)

T h e e e  o r e  t h r e e  t e r m s  f a m i l i a r  a s  h o u s e h o l d  w o r d s  i n  
t h e  v o c a b u l a r y  o f  p h i l o s o p h y ,  w h i c h  m u s t  b e  t a k e n  i n t o  
a c c o u n t  i n  e v e r y  s y s t e m  o f  M e t a p h y s i c a l  T h e o l o g y .  T o  
c o n c e i v e  t h e  D e i t y  a s  H e  ia ,  w e  m u s t  c o n c e i v e  H i m  a s  
F i r s t  C a u s e ,  a s  A b s o l u t e ,  a n d  a s  I n f i n i t e .  B y  t h e  First 
Cause, i s  m e a n t  t h a t  w h i c h  p r o d u c e s  a l l  t h i n g s ,  a n d  i s  
i t s e l f  p r o d u c e d  o f  n o n e .  B y  t h e  Absolute, i s  m e a n t  t h a t  
w h i c h  e x i s t s  b y  i t s e l f ,  a n d  h a v i n g  n o  n e c e s s a r y  r e l a t i o n  

t o  a n y  o t h e r  B e i n g .  B y  t h e  Infinite,. i s  m e a n t  t h a t  
w h i c h  i s  f r e e  f r o m  a l l  p o s s i b l e  l i m i t a t i o n — t h a t  t h a n  
w h i c h  a  g r e a t e r  i s  i n c o n c e i v a b l e ,  a n d  w h i c h  c o n s e q u e n t l y  
c a n  r e c e i v e  n o  a d d i t i o n a l  a t t r i b u t e  o r  m o r e  o f  e x i s t e n c e ,  
w h i c h  i t  h a d  n o t  f r o m  a l l  e t e r n i t y .

T h e  I n f i n i t e ,  a s  c o n t e m p l a t e d  b y  t h i s  p h i l o s o p h y ,  
c a n n o t  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a  l i m i t e d  n u m b e r  o f  
a t t r i b u t e s ,  e a c h  u n l i m i t e d  i n  i t s  k i n d .  I t  c a n n o t  b e  
c o n c e i v e d ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  a f t e r  t h e  a n a l o g y  o f  a  l i n e  i n f i ­
n i t e  i n  l e n g t h  b u t  n o t  i n  b r e a d t h ,  o r  o f  a n  i n t e l l i g e n t  
b e i n g ,  p o s s e s s i n g  s o m e  o n e  o r  m o r e  m o d e s  o f  c o n s c i o u s ­
n e s s  in  a n  i n f i n i t e  d e g r e e ,  b u t  d e v o i d  o f  o t h e r s .  E v e n  
i f  i t  b e  g r a n t e d ,  w h i c h  i s  n o t  t h e  c a s e ,  t h a t  s u c h  a  p a r ­
t i a l  i n f i n i t e  m a y  w i t h o u t  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  b e  c o n c e i v e d ,  s t i l l  
i t  w i l l  h a v e  a  r e l a t i v e  i n f i n i t y  o u l y ,  a u d  b e  a l t o g e t h e r  
i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  i d e a  o f  t h e  A b s o l u t e .  T h e  l i n o  
l i m i t e d  in  b r e a d t h  i s  t h e r e b y  n e c e s s a r i l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  
s p a c e  t h a t  l i m i t s  i t ; t h o  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  e n d o w e d  w i t h  a  
l i m i t e d  n u m b e r  o f  a t t r i b u t e s ,  c o e x i s t s  w i t h  o t h e r s  w h i c h  
a i e  t h e r e b y  r e l a t e d  t o  i t ,  a s  c o g n a t e  o r  o p p o s i t e  i n o d e s

c ° n ?c *o u s n e s s ' T h e  m e t a p h y s i c a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  
t h e  D e i t y  a s  a b s o l u t e  a n d  i n f i n i t e ,  m u s t  n e c e s s a r i l y ,  a s  t h e  
p r o f o u n d e s t  m e t a p h y s i c i a n s  h a v e  a c k n o w l e d g e d ,  a m o u n t  
t o  n o t h i n g  l e s s  t h a n  t h e  s u m  o f  a l l  r e a l i t y .  " W h a t  
k i n d  o f  a n  A b s o l u t e  B e i n g  i s  t h a t , ”  s a y s  H e g e l ,  “  w h i c h  
d o e s  n o t  c o n t a i n  in  i t s e l f  a l l  t h a t  i s  a c t u a l ,  e v e n  e v i l  
i n c l u d e d  V’ W e  m ( iy  r e p u d i a t e  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  w i t h  i n -  
d i g u a t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  r e a s o n i n g  i s  u n a s s a i l a b l e . *  I f  t h e  

A b s o l u t e  a n d  I n f i n i t e  i s  a n  o b j e c t  o f  h u m a n  c o n c e p t i o n  
H t a l l ,  t h i s  a n d  n o n e  o t h e r  i s  t h e  c o n c e p t i o n  r e q u i r e d ,  
l l i a t  w h i c h  i s  c o n c e i v e d  a s  a b s o l u t e  a n d  i n f i n i t e  m u s t  
b e  c o n c e i v e d  a s  c o n t a i n i n g  w i t l i i o  i t s e l f  t h e  s u m ,  n o t  
o n l y  o f  a l l  a c t u a l ,  b u t  o f  a l l  p o s s i b l e  m o d e s  o f  b e i n g .

* MaDsel does Dot show tho reason why. We do not endorse all
nenCt0S‘‘i 7hpna' W° in.vi.te tho Panthoista °f India to meet theae argu­ments, if they can, that is to say, we prefer to hold over a critical 

examination of these viewa, and while we admire the masterly reason­
ing, we shall show  why Wl? object to the iuforeAces,

F o r  i f  a n y  a c t u a l  m o d e  c a n  b e  d e n i e d  o f  i t ,  i t  i s  r e l a t e d  
t o  t h a t  m o d e ,  a n d  l i m i t e d  b y  i t ; a n d  i f  a n y  p o s s i b l e  m o d e  
c a n  b e  d e n i e d  o f  i t ,  i t  i s  c a p a b l e  o f  b e i n g  m o r e  t h a n  i t  
n o w  i s ,  a n d  s u c h  a  c a p a b i l i t y  i s  a  l i m i t a t i o n .  I n d e e d  ifc 
i s  o b v i o u s  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  p o s s i ­
b l e  a n d  a c t u a l  c a n  h a v e  n o  e x i s t e n c e  a s  r e g a r d s  t h e  
a b s o l u t e l y  i n f i n i t e ;  f o r  a n  u n r e a l i z e d  p o s s i b i l i t y  i s  n e c e s ­
s a r i l y  a  r e l a t i o n  a n d  a  l i m i t .  T h e  s c h o l a s t i c  s a y i u g ,  
Deusest actus pures, r i d i c u l e d  a s  i t  h a s  b e e n  b y  m o d e r n  
c r i t i c ? ,  i s  i n  t r u t h  b u t  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  i n  t e c h n i c a l  l a n ­
g u a g e ,  o f  t h e  a l m o s t  u n a n i m o u s  v o i c e  o f  p h i l o s o p h y  b o t h  
i n  e a r l i e r  a n d  l a t e r  t i m e s .

B u t  t h e s e  t h r e e  c o n c e p t i o n s ,  t h o  C a u s e ,  t h e  A b s o l u t e ,  
t h e  I n f i n i t e ,  a l l  e q u a l l y  i n d i s p e n s a b l e ,  d o  t h e y  n o t  
i m p l y  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  t o  e a c h  o t h e r  w h e n  v i e w e d  i n  c o n ­
j u n c t i o n  a s  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  o n e  a u d  t h o  s a m e  B e i n ^  ? A  
c a u s e  c a n n o t ,  a s  s u c h ,  b e  a b s o l u t e  : t h e  a b s o l u t e  c a n n  o t  
a s  s u c h ,  b e  a  c a u s e -  T h e  c a u s e ,  a s  s u c h ,  
e x i s t s  o n l y  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  i t s  e f f e c t  t h e  c a u s e  i s  a  c a u s e  
o f  t h e  e f f e c t ; t h e  e f f e c t  i s  a n  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  c a u s e .  O n  

t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  A b s o l u t e  i m p l i e s  
a  p o s s i b l e  e x i s t e n c e  o u t  o f  a l l  r e l a t i o n .  W o  a t t e m p t  t o  
e s c a p e  f r o m  t h i s  a p p a r e n t  c o n t r a d i c t i o n ,  b y  i n t r o d u c i n g  
t h e  i d e a  o f  s u c c e s s i o n  i n  t i m e .  T h e  A b s o l u t e  e x i s t s  
f i r s t  b y  i t s e l f ,  a n d  a f t e r w a r d s  b e c o m e s  a  C a u s e .  B u t  
h e r e  w e  a r e  c h e c k e d  b y  t h o  t h i r d  c o n c e p t i o n ,  t h a t  o f  
t h e  I n f i n i t e .  H o w  c a n  t h e  I n f i n i t e  b e c o m e  t h a t  w h i c h  
i t  w a s  n o t  f r o m  t h e  f i r s t  ? I f  C a u s n t i o n  i s  a  p o s s i b l e  
m o d e  o f  e x i s t e n c e ,  t h a t  w h i c h  e x i s t s  w i t h o u t  c a u s i n g  i s  
n o t  i n f i n i t e  ; t h a t  w h i c h  b e c o m e s  a  C a u s e  h a s  p a s s e d  
b e y o n d  i t s  f o r m e r  l i m i t s .  C r e a t i o n  a t  a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  
m o m e n t  o f  t i m e  b e i n g  t h u s  i n c o n c e i v a b l e ,  t h e  p h i l o s o ­
p h e r  i s  r e d u c e d  t o  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  o f  P a n t h e i s m ,  w h i c l i  
p r o n o u n c e s  t h e  e f f e c t  t o  b e  m e r e  a p p e a r a n c e ,  a n d  
m e r g e s  a l l  r e a l  e x i s t e n c e  i n  t h e  C a u s e .  T h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  
t h i s  a l t e r n a t i v e  w i l l  b e  e x a m i n e d  p r e s e n t l y .

M e a n w h i l e ,  t o  r e t u r n  f o r  a  m o m e n t  t o  t h e  s u p p o s i t i o n  
o f  a  t r u e  c a u s a t i o n .  S u p p o s i n g  t h e  A b s o l u t e  t o  b e c o m e  

c a u s e ,  i t  w i l l  f o l l o w  t h u t  l i e  o p e r a t e s  b y  m e a n s  o f  f r e e  

w i l l  a p d  c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  F o r  a  n e c e s s a r y  c a u s e  c a n n o t  b o  
c o n s i d e r e d  a s  a b s o l u t e  a n d  i n f i n i t e .  I f  n e c e s s i t a t e d  b y  
s o m e t h i n g  b e y o n d  i t s e l f ,  i t  i s  t h e r e b y  l i m i t e d  b y  a  s u p e ­
r io r  p o w e r ; a n d  i f  n e c e s s i t a t e d  b y  i t s e l f ,  i t  h a s  in  

i t s  o w n  n a t u r e  a  n e c e s s a r y  r e l a t i o n  t o  its e f f e c t .  T h e  
a c t  o f  c a u s a t i o n  m u s t  t h e r e f o r e  b e  v o l u n t a r y ;  a n d  v o l i ­
t i o n  i s  o n l y  p o s s i b l e  i n  a  c o n s c i o u s  b e i n g .  B u t  c o n s c i o u s ­
n e s s  a g a i n  i s  o n l y  c o n c e i v a b l e  a s  a  r e l a t i o n .  T h e r e  

p i u s t  b e  a  c o n s c i o u s  s u b j e c t ,  a n d  a n  o b j e c t  o f  w h i c h  h e  
i s  c o n s c i o u s .  T h e  s u b j e c t  i s  a  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  o b j e c t ,  t h e  
o b j e c t  i s  a n  o b j e c t  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t ;  a n d  n e i t h e r  c a n  e x i s t  
b y  i t s e l f  a s  t h e  a b s o l u t e .  T h i s  d i f f i c u l t y ,  a g a i n ,  m a y  
b e  f o r  t h e  m o m e n t  e v a d e d ,  b y  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  b e t w e e n  

t h e  a b s o l u t e  a s  r e l a t e d  t o  a n o t h e r ,  a n d  t h e  a b s o l u t e  a s  
r e l a t e d  t o  i t s e l f .  T h e  A b s o l u t e ,  i t  i s  s a i d ,  m a y  p o s s i b l y  
b e  c o n s c i o u s ,  p r o v i d e d  i t  i s  o n l y  c o n s c i o u s  o f  i t s e l f .  B u t  
t h i s  a l t e r n a t i v e  i s ,  i n  u l t i m a t e  a n a l y s i s ,  n o  l e s s  s e l f - d e s ­
t r u c t i v e  t h a n  t h e  o t h e r .  F o r  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  c o n s c i o u s ­

n e s s  w h e th e r  A m ode  of the  s u b je c t ’s existence or not,



i s  c i t h e r  c r e a t e d  i n  a n d  b y  t l i e  n e t  o f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  o r  
h a s  o n  e x i s t e n c e  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  i t .  I u  t h e  f o r m e r  c a s e ,  
t h e  o b j e c t  d e p e n d s  u p o n  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  a n d  t h e  s u b j e c t  
a l o n e  i s  t h o  t r u e  a b s o l u t e .  I n  t h e  l a t t e r  c a s e ,  t h e  S u b ­
j e c t  d e p e n d s  u p o n . t h e  o b j e c t ,  a n d  t h e  o b j e c t  ta l o n e - i s  
t h e  t r u e  a b s o l u t e .  O r  i f  w e  a t t e m p t  a  t h i r d  h y p o t h e s i s ,  
a n d  m a i n t a i n  t h a t  e a c h  e x i s t s  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  o f  t h e  
o t h e r ,  w e  h a v o  n o  a b s o l u t e  a t  a l l  b u t  a  p a i r  o f  r e l a t i v e s  ; 
f o r  c o - e x i s t e n c e  w h e t h e r  in  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o r  n o t  i s  it s fe lf  
a  r e l a t i o n .

T h e  c o r o l l a r y  f r o m  t h i s  r e a s o n i n g  i s  o b v i o u s .  N o t  
o n l y  i s  t h o  a b s o l u t e ,  a s  c o n c e i v e d ,  i n c a p a b l e  o f  a  n e c e s ­
s a r y  r e l a t i o n  t o  a n y t h i n g  e l s e ; b u t  i t  i s  a l s o  i n c a p a b l e  o f  
c o n t a i n i n g ,  b y  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  of i t s  o w n  n a t u r e ,  a n  
e s s e n t i a l  r e l a t i o n  w i t h i n  i t s e l f ; a s  a  w h o l e ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  
c o m p o s e d  o f  p a r t s ,  o r  a s  a  s u b s t a n c e  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a t t r i ­
b u t e s ,  o r  n s  a  c o n s c i o u s  s u b j e c t  i n  a n t i t h e s i s  t o  a n  o b ­
j e c t .  F o r  i f  t h e r o  i s  in  t h e  a b s o l u t e  a n y  p r i n c i p l e  o f  
u n i t y ,  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  t h e  m e r e  a c c u m u l a t i o n  o f  p a r t s  o r  
. • i t t r ib u t e s ,  t h i s  p r i n c i p l e  a l o n e  i s  t h e  t r u e  a b s o l u t e .  I f ,  
o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  s u c h  p r i n c i p l e ,  t h e n  t h e r e  
i s  n o  a b s o l u t e  a t  a l l  b u t  o n l y  n p l u r a l i t y  o f  r e l a t i v e s .  
T l i e  a l m o s t  u n a n i m o u s  v o i c e  o f  P h i l o s o p h y ,  i u  p r o n o u n ­
c i n g  t h a t  t h e  a b s o l u t e  i s  b o t h  o n e  a n d  s i m p l e ,  m u s t  b e  
a c c e p t e d  a s  t h e  v o i c e  o f  r e a s o n  a l s o ,  s o .  f a r  a s  r o n s o n  
h a s  a n y  v o i c e  i n  t h e  m a t t e r .  B u t  t h i s  a b s o l u t e  m i i t y ,  
: i s  i n d i f f e r e n t  a u d  c o n t a i n i n g  n o  n t t r i b u t e s ,  c a n  n e i t h e r  
b e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f r o m  t h e  m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  f i n i t e  b e i n g s  
b y  a n y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  f e a t u r e ,  n o r  b e  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  t h e m  
i n  t h e i r  m u l t i p l i c i t y .  T h u s  w e  a r e  l a n d e d  in  a n  i n e x ­
t r i c a b l e  d i l e m m a .  T h e  a b s o l u t e  c a n n o t  b e  c o n c e i v e d  a s  
c o n s c i o u s ,  n e i t h e r  c a u  i t  b e  c o n c e i v e d  a s  u n c o n s c i o u s  : i t  
c a n n o t  b e  c o n c e i v e d  a s  c o m p l e x ,  n e i t h e r  c a n  i t  b e  c o n ­
c e i v e d  a s  s i m p l e  : i t  c a n n o t  b e  c o n c e i v e d  b y  d i f f e r e n c e ,  

n e i t h e r  c a n  i t  b e  c o h c e i v e d  b y  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  d i f f e r e n c e  : 
i t  c a n n o t  b e  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  t h e  u n i v e r s e ,  n e i t h e r  c a n  i t  
b e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f r o m  i t .  T h e  o n e  a n d  t h e  m a n y ,  r e ­
g a r d e d  a s  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  e x i s t e n c e ,  a r e  t h u s  a l i k e  i n ­
c o m p r e h e n s i b l e .

T h e  f u u d a m e n t a l  c o n c e p t i o n s  o f  R a t i o n a l  T h e o l o g y  
b e i n g  t h u s  s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e ,  w o  m a y  n a t u r a l l y  e x p e c t  t o  
i i n d  t h e  s a m e  a n t a g o n i s m  m a n i f e s t e d  i n  t h e i r  s p e c i a l  
n p p l i c a t i o u s .  T h e s e  n a t u r a l l y  i n h e r i t  t h e  i n f i r m i t i e s  o f  
t h e  p r i n c i p l e  f r o m  w h i c h  t h e y  s p r i n g .  I f  a n  a b s o l u t e  
s iu d  i n f i n i t e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  i s  a  c o n c e p t i o n  w h i c h  c o n t r a ­
d i c t s  i t s e l f ,  w e  n e e d  n o t  w o n d e r  i f  i t s  s e v e r a l  m o d i f i c a ­
t i o n s  m u t u a l l y  e x c l u d e  e a c h  o t h e r .  A  m e n t a l  a t t r i b u t e ,  
t o  b e  c o n c e i v e d  a s  i n f i n i t e ,  m u s t  b e  i n  a c t u a l  e x e r c i s e  
i n  e v e r y  p o s s i b l e  o b j e c t : o t h e r w i s e  i t  i s  p o t e n t i a l  o n ly  
w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h o s e  o n  w h i c h  i t  i s  n o t  e x e r c i s e d ,  a n d  
: m  u n r e a l i z e d  p o t e n t i a l i t y  i s  a  l i m i t a t i o n .  H e n c e  e v e r y  
i n f i n i t e  m o d e  o f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  m u s t  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  e x ­
t e n d i n g  o v e r  t h e  f i e ld  o f  e v e r y  o t h e r ,  a n d  t h e i r  c o m m o n  
a c t i o n  i n v o l v e s  a  p e r p e t u a l  a n t a g o n i s m .  H o w ,  f o r  
e x a m p l e ,  c a n  I n f i n i t e  P o w e r  b e  a b l e  t o  d o  a l l  t h i n g s ,  a n d  
y e t  I n f i n i t e  G o o d n e s s  b e  u n a b l e  t o  d o  e v i l  ? H o w  c a n  
I n f i n i t e  J  u s t i c e  e x a c t  t h e  u t m o s t  p e n a l t y  f o r  e v e r y  s in ,  
u n d  y e t  I n f i n i t e  M e r c y  p a r d o n  t h e  s i n n e r  ? H o w  c a n  
I n f i n i t e  W i s d o m  k n o w  a l l  t h a t  i s  t o  c o m e ,  a n d  y e t  I n f i ­
n i t e  F r e e d o m  b o  a t  l i b e r t y  t o  d o  o r  t o  f o r b e a r  ? H o w  i s  
t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  E v i l  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h a t  o f  a n  I n f i ­
n i t e l y  p e r f e c t  B e i n g ,  f o r  i f  h e  w i l l s  i t  h e  i s  n o t  i n f i n i t e l y  
g o o d ,  a n d  i f  h e  w i l l s  i t  n o t ,  h i s  w i l l  i s  t h w a r t e d  a n d  h i s  

s p h e r e  o f  a c t i o n  l i m i t e d  ? H e r e ,  a g a i n ,  t h e  P a n t h e i s t  i s  
r e a d y  w i t h  h i s  s o l u t i o n ,  T h e r e  i s  i n  r e a l i t y  n o  s u c h  
t h i n g  a s  e v i l  : t h e r e  i s  n o  s u c h  t h i n g  a s  p u n i s h m e n t  : 
t h e r e  i s  n o  r e a l  r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  G o d  a n d  m a n  a t  a l l .  
G o d  i s  a l l  t h a t  r e a l l y  e x i s t s : H e  d o e s ,  b y  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  
o f  h i s  n a t u r e ,  a l l  t h a t  i s  d o n e  : a l l  n e t s  a r e  e q u a l l y  n e c e s ­
s a r y  a n d  e q u a l l y  d i v i n e  : a l l  d i v e r s i t y  i s  b u t  a  d i s t o r t e d  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  u n i t y  : a l l  e v i l  i s  b u t  a  d e l u s i v e  
a p p e a r a n c e  o f  g o o d .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h o  P a n t h e i s t  d o e s  
n o t  t e l l  u s  w h e n c e  a l l  t h i s  d e l u s i o n  d e r i v e s  i t s  s e e m i f l g  
e x i s t e n c e .  '

L e t  u s ,  h o w e v e r ,  s u p p o s e  f o r  a n  i n s t a n t  t h a t  t h e s e  d i f f i ­
c u l t i e s  a r e  s u r m o u n t e d ,  a n d  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  A b s o ­

l u t e  s e c u r e l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  o n  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  o f  r e a s o i i .  
S t i l l  w o  h a v e  n o t  s u c c e e d e d  i n  r e c o n c i l i n g  t h i s  id e a  w i t h  
t h a t  o f  a  c a u s e  ; w e  h a v e  d o n e  n o t h i n g  t o w a r d s  e x p l a i n ­
i n g  h o w  t h e  a b s o l u t e  c a n  g i v e  r i s e  t o  t h e  r e l a t i v e ,  t h e  i n ­
f i n i t e  t o  t h e  f i n i t e .  I f  t l i e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  c a u s a l  a c t i v i t y  i s  a  
h i g h e r  s t a t e  t h a n  t h a t  o f  q i i i e s c e n c e ,  t h e  a b s o lu t e *  w h e t h e r  
a c t i n g  v o l u n t a r i l y  o r  i n v o l u n t a r i l y ,  h a s  p a s s e d  f r o m  a  c o n ­
d i t i o n  o f  c o m p a r a t i v e  i m p e r f e c t i o n  to  o n e  o f  c o m p a r a t i v e  
p e r f e c t i o n  ; a n d  t h e r e f o r e  w a s  n o t  o r i g i n a l l y  p e r f e c t .  IE  
t h e s t a t e o f  a c t i v i t y i s  a u  i u f e r i o r  s t a t e  t o  t h a t  o f  q u i e s c e n c e ,  
t h e  a b s o l u t e ,  in  b e c o m i n g  a  c a u s e ,  h a s  l o s t  i t s  o r i g i n a l  
p e r f e c t i o n .  T h e r e  r e m a i n s  o n l y  t h e  s u p p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  
t w o  s t a t e s  a r e  e q u a l  ; a u d  t h e  a c t  o f  c r e a t i o n ,  o n e  o f  
c o m p l e t e  i n d i f f e r e n c e .  B u t  t h i s  s u p p o s i t i o n  a n n i h i l a t e s  t h e  
u n i t y  o f  t h e  a b s o l u t e ,  o r  i t  a n n i h i l a t e s  i t s e l f .  I f  t h e  a c t  
o f  c r e a t i o n  i s  r e a l ,  a n d  y e t  in d i f f e r e n t ,  w e  m u s t  a d m i t  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  t w o  c o n c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e  a b s o l u t e ,  t h e  o n e  a a  
p r o d u c t i v e ,  t h e  o t h e r  a s  n o n - p r o d u c t i v e .  I f  t h e  a c t  i s  
n o t  r e a l ,  t h e  s u p p o s i t i o n  i t s e l f  V a n is h e s ,  a n d  w e  a r e  
t h r o w n  o n c e  m o r o  o n  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  o f  P a n t h e i s m .

A g a i n ,  h o w  c a n  t h e  R e l a t i v e  b e  c o n c e i v e d  a s  c o m i n g  
i n t o  b e i n g ?  I f  i t  i s  a  d i s t i n c t  r e a l i t y  f r o m  t h e  a b s o l u t e ,  

i t  m u s t  b e  c o n c e i v e d  n9 p a s s i n g  f r o m  n o n - e x i s t e n c e  i n t o  
e x i s t e n c e .  B u t  t o  c o n c e i v e  a n  o b j e c t  a s  n o u - e x i s t e n t ,  i s  
a g a i n  a  s e l f - c o n t r a d i c t i o n  ; f o r  t l i a t ,  w h i c h  i s  c o n c e i v e d ,  
e x i s t s ,  a s  a n  o b j e c t  O f t h o u g h t ,  i n  a n d  b y  t h a t  c o n c e p t i o n .  
W o  m a y  a b s t a i n  f r o m  t h i n k i n g  o f  a n  o b j e c t  a t  a l l ,  b u t  i f  
w e  t h i n k  o f  i t ,  w e  c a n n o t  b u t  t h i n k  o f  i t  a s  e x i s t i n g .  I t  
i s  p o s s i b l e  a t  o n e  t i m e  n o t  t o  t h i n k  o f  a n  o b j e c t  a t  a l l ,  
a u d  a t  a n o t h e r  t o  t h i n k  o f  i t  a s  a l r e a d y  i n  b e i n g ;  b u t  
t o  t h i n k  o f  i t  i u  t h e  a c t  o f  b e c o m i n g ,  in  t h e  p r o g r e s s  
f r o m  n o t  b e i n g  i n t o  b e i n g ,  i s  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  w h i c h ,  i n  t h e  

v e r y  t h o u g h t ,  a n n i h i l a t e s  i t s e l f .  H e r e ,  a g a i n ,  t h e  P a n ­
t h e i s t ' s  h y p o t h e s i s  s e e m s  f o r c e d  u p o n  u s .  W e  c a n  t h i n k  
o f  c r e a t i o n  o n l y  a s  a  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h a t  
w h i c h  a l r e a d y  e x i s t s  ; a n d  t h u s  t h e  c r e a t u r e  i s  c o n c e i v ­
a b l e  o n l y  a s  a  p h e n o m e n a l  m o d e  o f  t h e  B e i n g  o f  t h e  
C r e a t o r .

T h e  w h o l e  o f  t h i s  w e b  o f  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  ( a n d  i t  m i g h t  b e  
e x t e n d e d ,  i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  a  f a r  g r e a t e r  l e n g t h )  i s  w o v e n  
f r o m  o n e  o r i g i n a l  w a r p  a n d  w o o f ,  n a m e l y ,  t h e  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  
o f  c o n c e i v i n g  t h e  c o - e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  i n f i n i t e  a n d  t h e  
f i n i t e ,  a n d  t h e  c o g n a t e  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  c o n c e i v i n g  a 
f i r s t  c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f  p h e n o m e n a ,  o r  t h e  a b s o l u t e  
g i v i n g  b i r t h  t o  t h e  r e l a t i v e .  T h e  l a w s  o f  t h o u g h t  a p p e a r  
t o  a d m i t  o f  110 p o s s i b l e  e s c a p e  f r o m  t h e  m e s h e s  iu  w h i c h  
t h o u g h t  i s  e n t a n g l e d ,  s a v e  b y  d e s t r o y i n g  o n e  o r  o t h e r  
o f  t h e  c o r d s  o f  w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  c o m p o s e d .  P a n t h e i s m  o r  
a t h e i s m  a r e  t h u s  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  o f f e r e d  t o  u s ,  a c c o r d i n g  
a s  w e  p r e f e r  t o  s a v e  t h e  i n f ih i t e  b y  t h e  s a c r i f i c e  o f  t h e  
f i n i t e ,  o r  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  f i n i t e  b y  d e n y i n g  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  
o f  t h e  I n B n i t e .  P a n t h e i s m  t h u s  p r e s e n t s  i t s e l f  t o  a l l  
a p p e a r a n c e  a s  t l i e  o n l y  l o g i c a l  c o n c l u s i o n ,  i f  w e  b e l i e v e  i n  
t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a  P h i l o s o p h y  o f  t h e  I n f i n i t e .  B u t  
P a n t h e i s m ,  i f  i t  a v o i d s  s e l f - c o n t r a d i c t i o n  in  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  
i t s  r e a s o n i n g ,  d o e s  s o  o n l y  b y  an  n e t  o f  s u i c i d e  a t  t h e  o u t ­
s e t .  I t  e s c a p e s  f r o m  s o m e  o f  t h e  m i n o r  i n c o n g r u i t i e s  o f  
t h o u g h t  o n l y  b y  t h e  a n n i h i l a t i o n  o f  t h o u g h t  a n d  t h i n k e r  
a l i k e .  I t  i s  s a v e d  f r o m  t h o  n e c e s s i t y  o f  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  
i t s  o w n  f a l s e h o o d ,  b y  a b o l i s h i n g  t h e  o n l y  c o n d i t i o n s  
u n d e r  w h i c h  t r u t h  a n d  f a l s e h o o d  c a n  b e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  
f r o m  e a c h  o t h e r .  T h e  o n l y  c o n c e p t i o n  w h i c h  I  c a n  f r a m e  o f  
s u b s t a n t i v e  e x i s t e n c e  a t  a l l ,  a s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f r o m  t h e  

t r a n s i e n t  a c c i d e n t s  w h i c h  a r e  m e r e l y  m o d e s  o f  t h e  b e i n g  o f  
s o m e t h i n g  e l s e ,  i s  d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  k n o w l e d g e  
o f  m y  o w n  p e r s o n a l  u n i t y ,  a m i d s t  t h e  v a r i o u s  a f f e c t i o n s  
w h i c h  f o r m  t h e  s u c c e s s i v e  i n o d e s  o f  m y  c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  
T h e  P a n t h e i s t  t e l l s  m e  t h a t  t h i s  k n o w l e d g e  i s  a  d e l u ­
s i o n  ; t h a t  I  a m  n o  s u b s t a n c e ,  b u t  a  m o d e  o f  t h a  a b s o ­
l u t e  s u b s t a n c e ,  e v e n  a s  m y  t h o u g h t s  a n d  p a s s i o n s  a r e  
m o d e s  o f  m e  ; a n d  t h a t  i n  o r d e r  t o  a t t a i n  t o  a  t r u e  
p h i l o s o p h y  o f  b e i n g ,  I  m u s t  b e g i n  b y  d e n y i n g  i n y  o w n  
b e i n g .  A n d  f o r  w h a t  p u r p o s e  i s  t h i s  a c t  o f  s e l f - d e s t r u c ­
t i o n  n e e d e d  ? I n  o r d e r  t o  p r e s e r v e  i n v i o l a t e  c e r t a i n  p h i ­
l o s o p h i c  c o n c l u s i o n s ,  w h i c h  I ,  t h e  n o n - e x i s t e n t  t b i n k e r ,  
h a v e  d r a w n  b y  v i r t u e  o f  m y  n o n - e x i s t e n t  p o w e r s



o f  t h o u g h t .  B u t .  i f  m y  p e r s o n a l . e x i s t e n c e ,  t h e  g r e a t  
p r i m a r y  f a c t  o f  a l l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  i s  a  d e l u s i o n ,  w h a t  

c la i m  h a v e  t h e  r e a s o n i n g s  o f  t h e  P a n t h e i s t  h i m s e l f  t o  
b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  a n y t h i n g  b e t t e r  t h a n  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  
u n i v e r s a l  f a l s e h o o d  ? I f  l a m  m i s t a k e n  in  s u p p o s i n g  p a y s e l f  
t o  h a v e  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  e x i s t e n c e  a t  a l l ,  w h y  i s  t h u t  e x i s t ­
e n c e  m o r e  t r u e  w h e n  i t  i s  p r e s e n t e d  t o  m e  u n d e r  t h e  
p a r t i c u l a r  f o r m  o f  a p p r e h e n d i n g  a n d  a c c e p t i n g  t h o  A r g u ­
m e n t s  o f  t h e  p a n t h e i s t i c  p h i l o s o p h y  ? N u y ,  h o w  d o  I  k n o w  
t h a t , t h e r e  i s  a n y  a r g u m e n t  a t  a l l  ? l<'or i f  m y  c o n ­
s c i o u s n e s s  i s  m i s t a k e n  i n  t e s t i f y i n g  t o  t b e  a c t  o f  m y  
o w u  e x i s t e n c e ,  i t  m a y  s u r e l y  b e  u o  l e s s  m i s t a k e n  in  
t e s t i f y i n g  t o  m y  a p p a r e n t  a p p r e h e n s i o n  o f  a u  a p p a r e n t  
r e a s o n i n g .  N a y ,  t h e  v e r y  a r g u m e n t s ,  w h i c h  a p p e a r  t o  
p r o v e  t h e  P a n t h e i s t ’s  c o n c l u s i o n  t o  b e  t r u e ,  m a y ,  i a  
r e a l i t y ,  f o r  a u g h t  I  k n o w ,  p r o v e  i t  to  b e  f a l s e .  O r  r a t h e r , ,  
n o  P a n t h e i s t ,  i f  h e  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  h i m s e l f ,  c a n  a d m i t  
t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t r u t h  a n d  f a l s e h o o d  
a t  a l l .  F o r  i f  G o d  a l o n e  e x i s t s ,  in  w h a t e v e r  w a y  t h a t  
e x i s t e n c e  m a y  b e  e x p l a i n e d ,  H e  a l o n e  i s  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  
c a u s e  o f  a l l  t h a t  t a k e s  p l a c e .  H e  t h i n k s  a l l  t h a t  i s  
t h o u g h t ,  H e  d o e s  a l l  t h a t  i s  d o n e .  T h e r e  c a n  b e  n o  
d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e u  t r u t h  a n d  f a l s e h o o d ,  f o r  G o d  i s  t h e  
o n l y  t h i n k e r  ; a n d  a l l  t h o u g h t s  a r o  e q u a l l y  n e c e s s a r y  a n d  
e q u a l l y  d i v i n e .  T h e r e  c a n  b e  n o  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  
r i g h t  a n d  w r o n g ; f n r  G o d  i s  t h e  o n l y  a g e n t ,  a n d  a l l  a c t s  
a r e  e q u a l l y  n e c e s s a r y  a n d  e q u a l l y  . d i v i n e .  H o w  e r r o r  
a n d  e v i l ,  e v e u  in  a p p e a r a n c e ,  a r e  p o s s i b l e  ; — h o w  t h e  f i n i t e  
a n d  r e l a t i v e  c a n  a p p e a r  t o  e x i s t ,  e v e n  a s  a  d e l u s i o n , — ia  
a  p r o b le m  w h i c h  n o  s y s t e m  o f  P a n t h e i s m  h a s  m a d e  t h e  
s l i g h t e s t  a p p r o a c h  t o w a r d s  s o l v i n g .

P a n t h e i s m  f a i l i n g  u s ,  t h e  l a s t  r e s o u r c e  o f  R a t i o n a l i s m  
i s  t o  t a k e  r e f u g e  i n  t h a t  w h i c h  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  

h i g h e s t  i d e a  o f  G o d  i s  s p e c u l a t i v e  A t h e i s m ,  a n d  t o  d e n y  
t h u t  t h e  i n f i n i t e  e x i s t s  a t  a l l .  A n d  i t  m u s t  b e  a d m i t t e d  
t h a t  s o  l o n g  a s  w e  c o n f in e  o u r s e l v e s  t o  o n l y  o n e  s i d e  o f  
t h e  p r o b l e m ,  t h a t  o f  t h e  i n c o n c e i v a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  I n f i n i t e ,  
t h i s  i s  t h e  o n l y  p o s i t i o n  l o g i c a l l y  t e n a b l e  b y  t h o s o  w h o  
w o u l d  m a k e  m a n ’s  p o w e r  o f  t h o u g h t  t h e  e x a c t  m e a s u r e  
o f  h i s  d u t y  o f  b e l i e f .  F o r  t h e  i n f i n i t e ,  a s  i n c o n c e i v a b l e ,  
i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  s h o w n  t o  b o  n o n - e x i s t e n t ,  u n l e s s  w e  
r e n o u n c e  t h e  c l a i m  o f  r e a s o n  t o  s u p r e m e  a u t h o r i t y  i n  
m a t t e r s  o f  f a i t h ,  b y  a d m i t t i n g  t h a t  i t  i s  o u r  d u t y  
t o  b e l i e v e  w h a t  w e  a r e  a l t o g e t h e r  u n a b l e  t o  c o m p r e ­
h e n d .  B u t  t h e  l o g i c a l  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  a t h e i s t i c  a l t e r ­
n a t i v e  v a n i s h e s ,  a s  s o o n  a s  w e  v i e w  t h e  q u e s t i o n  f r o m  
t h e  o t h e r  e i d e ,  a n d  e n d e a v o u r  p o s i t i v e l y  t o  r e p r e s e n t  
i n  t h o u g h t  t h e  s u m  t o t a l  o f  e x i s t e n c e  a s  a  l i m i t e d  
q u a n t i t y .  A  l i m i t  i s  i t s e l f  a  r e l a t i o n ;  a n d  t o  c o n c e i v e  
a  l i m i t  a s  s u c h ,  i s  v i r t u a l l y  t o  a c k n o w l e d g e  a  c o r r e l a t i v e  

i t l ie  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  i t .  B y  a  l a w  o f  t h o u g h t ,  t h e  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  w h i c h  h a s  n o t  y e t  p e r h a p s  b e e n  f u l l y  
i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  c o n c e i v e  a  f i n i t e  o b j e c t  
o f  a n y  k i n d ,  w i t h o u t  c o n c e i v i n g  i t  a s  o n e  o u t  o f  m a n y ,  
— a s  r e l a t e d  t o  o t h e r  o b j e c t s ,  c o - e x i s t e n t  a n d  a n t e c e d e n t .  
A  f i r s t  m o m e n t  o f  t i m e ,  a  f i r s t  u n i t  o f  s p a c e ,  a  d e f i n i t e  
s u m  o f  a l l  e x i s t e n c e ,  a r e  t h u s  a a  i n c o n c e i v a b l e  a s  t h e  
o p p o s i t e  s u p p o s i t i o n s  o f  a n  i n f i n i t y  o f  e a c h .  W h i l e  i t  i s  
i m p o s s i b l e  t o  r e p r e s e n t  in  t h o u g h t  a n y  o b j e c t ,  e x c e p t  
a s  f in i t e ,  i t  i s  e q u a l l y  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  r e p r e s e n t  a n y  f i n i t e  
o b j e c t  o r  a n y  a g g r e g a t e  o f  f i u i t e  o b j e c t s  a s  e x h a u s t ­
i n g  t h e  u n i v e r s e  o f  b e i n g .  T h u s  t h e  h y p o t h e s i s  w h i c h  
w o u ld  a n n i h i l a t e  t h e  I n f i n i t e  i s  i t s e l f  s h a t t e r e d  t o  p i e c e s  
a g a i n s t  t h e  r o c k  o f  t h e  A b s o l u t e ; a n d  w e  a r e  i n ­
v o l v e d  i n  t h e  s e l f - c o n t r a d i c t o r y  a s s u m p t i o n  o f  a  
l i m i t e d  u n i v e r s e ,  w h i c h  y e t  c a n  n e i t h e r  c o n t a i n  a  l im it;  
i n  i t s e l f ,  n o r  b o  l i m i t e d  b y  a p y t h i n g  b e y o n d  i t s e l f .  F o r  
i f  i t  c o n t a i n s  a  l i m i t  i n  i t s e l f ,  i t  i s  b o t h  l i m i t i n g  a n d  
l i m i t e d ,  b o t h  b e y o n d  t h e  l i m i t  a n d  w i t h i n  i t ;  a n d  i f  i t  i s  
l i m i t e d  b y  a n y  t h i n g  e l s e ,  i t  i s  n o t  t h e  u n i v e r s e .

T o  s u m  u p  b r i e f l y  t h i s  p o r t i o n  o f  m y  a r g u m e n t .  T h e  
c o n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  A b s o l u t e  a n d  I n f i n i t e ,  f r o m  w h a t e v e r  
s i d e  w e  v i e w  i t ,  a p p e a r s  e n c o m p a s s e d  w i t h  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s ,  
T h e r e  i s  a  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  i n  s u p p o s i n g  s u c h  a n  o b j e c t  t o  
e x i s t ,  w h e t h e r  a l o n e  o r  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s  ; a n d  

t h e r e  i s  a  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  i n  s u p p o s i n g  i t  n o t  t o  e x i s t ,

T h e r e  i s  a  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  i n  c o n c e i v i n g  i t  a s  o n e ; a n d  
t h e r e  i s  n  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  in  c o n c e i v i n g  i t  a s  m a n y .  T h e r e  
i s  a  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  in  c o n c e i v i n g  i t  a s  p e r s o n a l ; a n d  t h e r o  
i s  a  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  i n  c o n c e i v i n g -  i t  a s  i m p e r s o n a l .  I t  
c a n n o t  w i t h o u t  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  b e  r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  a c t i v e  ; 
n o r ,  w i t h o u t  e q u a l  c o n t r a d i c t i o n ,  b e  r e p r e s e n t e d  a a  
i n a c t i v e .  I t  c a n n o t  b o  c o n c e i v e d  a s  t h e  s u m  o f  a l l  
e x i s t e n c e ; n o r  y e t  c a n  i t  b e  c o n c e i v e d  a s  a  p a r t  o n l y  ot: 
t h a t  s u m ,  A  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  t h u s  t h o r o u g h g o i n g ,  w h i l e  ifc 
t l i o w s  t h o  i n s u f f i c i e n c y  o f  h u m a n  r e a s o n  a s  a n  a priori, 
j u d g e  o f  a l l  t r u t h ,  y e t  i s  n o t  in  i t s e l f  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  
a n y  f o r m  o f  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f .  F o r  i t  t e l l s  w i t h  e q u a l  f o r c e  

a g a i n s t  a l l  b e l i e f  a n d  a l l  u n b e l i e f ,  a u d  t h e r e f o r e  n e c e s ­
s i t a t e s  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  b e l i e f  c a n n o t  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  
s o l e l y  b y  r e a s o n .  N o  c o n c l u s i o n  c a n  b e  d r a w n  f r o m  ifc 
in  f a v o u r  o f  u n i v e r s a l  s c e p t i c i s m  ; f i r s t ,  b e c a u s o  u n i v e r s a l  
s c e p t i c i s m  e q u a l l y  d e s t r o y s  i t s e l f ; a n d  s e c o n d l y ,  b e c a u s e  
t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  t h u s  d e t e c t e d  b e l o n g  n o t  to  t h e  u s e  o f  
r e a s o n  i n  g e n e r a l ,  b u t  o n l y  t o  i t s  e x e r c i s e  o n  o n e  
p a r t i c u l a r  o b j e c t  o f  t h o u g h t .  I t  m a y  t e a c h  u s  t h a t  i t  i s  
o u r  d u t y ,  i n  s o m e  i n s t a n c e s ,  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  w h i c h  w e  
c a n n o t  c o n c e i v e  b u t  i t  d o e s  n o t  r e q u i r e  u s  t o  d i s b e l i e v e  
a n y  t h i n g  w h i c h  w e  a r e  c a p a b l e  o f  c o n c e i v i n g .

-------- *------- -

W IIY  TROPICAL MAN IS  BLACK.
T h e r e  a r e  f e w  s u b j e c t s  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  w h i c h  h a s  

t a x e d  t h e  i n g e n u i t y  o f  m a n  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  e x i s t e n c o  o f  
e x t r e m e s  o f  c o l o u r  i n  d i f f e r e n t  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  h u m a n  
r a c e .  T r a d i t i o n  h a s  a t t r i b u t e d  t h e  d a r k  r a c e  t o  o n o  o f  
t h r e e  b r o t h e r s ,  t h e  o t h e r  t w o  b e i n g  p r o g e n i t o r s  o f  t h e  
o p p o s i t e  l i n e ,  w i t h o u t  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  o f f e r i n g  a n y  
s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  v a r i a t i o n  f r o m  a  c o m m o n  s t o c k .

P h y s i o l o g i s t s  h a v e  v a g u e l y  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  a  b l a c k  
s k in  i s  b e s t  s u i t e d  t o  a  h o t  c l i m a t e ,  b u t  d o  n o b  
a t t e m p t  t o  r e c o n c i l e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a  b l a c k  c o a t  i s  c e r ­
t a i n l y  t h o  l e a s t  a d a p t e d  t o  t h e  s a m e  c o n d i t i o n .  E v o l u ­
t i o n i s t s  w o u l d  d o u b t l e s s  s a y  t h a t  i n  t h o s e  e a r l y  d a y t i  
w h e n  m a n  i n  t h e  d e n s e  f o r e s t s  o f  t h e  t i m e  w a s  f i g h t i n g  
h i s  b r a v e  s t r u g g l e  o f  b r a i n  a g a i n s t  f a n g s  a n d  c l a w s ,  t h o  
d a r k  s k i n  m i n g l i n g  w i t h  t h e  s h a d o w s  o f  t h e  o v e r ­
h a n g i n g  f o l i a g e  g a v e  h i m  a  c h a n c e  o f  s u r v i v a l ; b u t  t h i s  
r e a c h e s  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  m e n  w e r e  b l a c k ,  
a n d  t h a t  a l l  w h i t e  m e n  p r o c e e d e d  o u t  f r o m  t h e s e .

Y e t. e v e n  i f  t h i s  b e  s o ,  a n d  i f  t h e  d a r k  s k i n  s e r v e d  o n l y  
f o r  c o n c e a l m e n t ,  w h y  o n  t h e  b u r n i n g  t a b l e - l a n d s  a n d  
t r e e l e s s  u n d u l a t i o n s  o f  c e n t r a l  a n d  s o u t h e r n  A f r i c a ,  
w h e r e  t h e r e  i s  s c a r c e  a  b o u g h  t o  s h e l t e r  h i m ,  h a s  m a n  
f o r  s o  m a n y  t h o u s a n d  y e a r s  p r e s e r v e d  a  c o lo u r  w h i c h  
h a s  b e c o m e  a  s t a n d a r d  o f  a l l  b l a c k n e s s  ? S u r e l y  t h e r e  
m u s t  b e  s o m e  o t h e r  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  m a n  
b e n e a t h  t h e  v e r t i c a l  r a y s  o f  a  t r o p i c  s u n  h a s  p e r s i s t e d  
in  m a i n t a i n i n g  a  h u e  o f  s k i n  w h i c h  w o u l d  a p p e a r  t o  
h a v e  t h e  e f f e c t  o n l y  o f  a b s o r b i n g  a n d  a c c u m u l a t i n g  t h e  

i n t e n s e  h e a t  o f  l i i s  s u r r o u n d i n g s .  S o m e  r e a s o n  w h y  t h e  
r y o t  o f  I n d i a  c a n  l a b o i l r  i n  t h e  p l a i n s  c la d  o n l y  i n  t h e  
s c a n t i e s t  l o i n  c l o t h ,  a n d  w h y  t h e  A f r i c a n  c a n  l i m i t  h i s  
f u l l  d r e s s  t o  a  f e w  i n c h e s  o f  m o n k e y - t a i l s .

T h e  r a p i d l y  a c c u m u l a t i v e  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  
u t i l i t y  o f  e v e r y  p e c u l i a r i t y ,  a n d  t h o  p r o o f s  t h a t  n a t u r e ,  b y  
h o a r d i n g  u p  a  l i t t l e  o f  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  a d v a n t a g e  t h r o u g h  
c o u n t l e s s  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  h a s  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  b e s t  c o n d i t i o n  
f o r  each  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  c o m p e l  u s  t o  r e a l i z e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  in  
t h e  t r o p i c s  d a r k n e s s  o f  s k i n  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  s u r v i v a l .

T h a t  t h i s  c o l o u r  w i l l  u b s o r b  h e a t  m o r e  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  
i s  u s  t r u e  o f  t h e  s k i n  o f  a  m a n  a s  o f  t h e  r o o f  o f  a  h o u s e  ; 
t h e r e f o r e  t h e  a n o m a l y  i s  r e a c h e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  t r o p i c s  h e  
i s  f i t t e s t  w h o  i s  h o t t e s t ,  s o  l o n g  a s  h e a t  i s  r e g a r d e d  a.y 
t h e  o n l y  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  B u t  t b a t  o n e  c a n ­
n o t  l i v e  b y  h e a t  a l o n e  i s  n s  t r u e  o f  t h e  a n im a l  k i n g d o m  
a s  o f  t h e  w h o l e  v e g e t a b l e  w o r l d .  L i y h t ,  t h e  t w i n  
s t i m u l a n t  o f  l i f e ,  b e c a u s e  p e r c e p t i b l e  t o  o u r  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  
b y  i t s  a c t i o n  o n  a  s p e c i a l i s e d  n e r v e ,  h a s  b e e n  t o o  

m u c h  l i m i t e d  i n  o u r  c o n c e p t i o n s  o f  i ta  i n f l u e n c e  t o  t h a t  

d u t y  o n l y .



T h o  g i g a n t i c  p r o c e s s e s  o f  n a t u r e  b y  w h i c h  t h e  g r e a t  
v e g e t a b l e  w o r l d ,  p a s t  a n d  p r e s e n t ,  h a s  b e e n  b u i l t  u p ,  
t h e  o x y g e n  o f  w a t e r  d i v o r c e d  f r o m  i t s  h y d r o g e n  in  t h e  
l e a v e s  o f  p l a n t s ,  a n d  c a r b o n i c  a c i d  r e s o l v e d  i n t o  i t s  

c o n s t i t u e n t s ,  w e r e  a n d  a r e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  b y  t h e  l i g h t  
w a v e s  o f  t l i e  s u n  ; a n d  y e t  in  t h e  a n i m a l  k i n g d o m  t h e  
a c t i o n  o f  t h e s e  w a v e s  u p o n  t h e  e y e  i s  h e l d  t o  b e  a l m o s t  
t h e i r  s o l e  e f f e c t .

T h e  c r a v i n g  o f f s h o o t  o f  a  w in d o w  p l a n t ,  t h e  t w i s t e d  
l e a v e s  o f  a n  in d o o r  f l o w e r ,  a r o  s u f f i c i e n t  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  
r e s i s t l e s s  p o w e r  o f  l i g h t ,  a n d  t l i e  p r o o f  o f  i t s  e f f e c t  o n  
m a n  a r e  a s  n u m e r o u s  a s  t h o s e  o f  i t s  a c t i o n  o n  p l a n t s  ; 
t h e  m o d e  o n l y  o f  t h a t  a c t i o n  i s  t h e  m y s t e r y ,  a n d  y e t  i f  
t h i s  c a n  b e  e v e n  p a r t i a l l y  e x p l a i n e d ,  e n o u g h  m a y  b e  
a t t a i n e d  t o  s h o w  w h y  t h o s o  i n  w h o m  a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  
r a y s  o f  t h e  g l a r i n g  t r o p i c  s u n  a r e  b l o c k e d  a t  t l i o  s u r f a c e  
a r e  b e s t  a d a p t e d  f o r  s u r v i v a l  b e n e a t h  i t s  v e r t i c a l  b e a m s .

A s  l i a s  b e e n  e x p r e s s e d  b y  P r o f .  T y n d a l l : “  W e  k n o w  
t h a t  a l l  o r g a n i c  m a t t e r  i s  c o m p o s e d  o f  u l t i m a t e  m o l e c u l e s  
m a d e  u p  o f  a t o m s ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e s e  c o n s t i t u e n t  a t o m s  
c a u  v i b r a t e  t o  a n d  f r o  m i l l i o n s  a n d  m i l l i o n s  o f  t i m e s  in  
a  s e c o n d . ”  N e r v e  i s  o r g a n i c  m a t t e r ,  a n d  “  w h e t h e r  
w e  m e e t  w i t h  n e r v e  t i s s u e  in  a  j e l l y  f i s h ,  a n  o y s t e r ,  a n  
i n s e c t ,  a  b i r d  o r  a  m a n ,  w e  h a v e  n o  d i f f i c u l t l y  i n  r e c o g n i s ­
i n g  i t s  s t r u c t u r a l  u n i t s  a s  e v e r y w h e r e  m o r e  o r  l e s s  s im i la r .  
T h e s e  s t r u c t u r a l  u n i t s  a r e  m i r o s c o p i c  c e l l s  a n d  m i c r o s ­
c o p i c  f i b r e s ,  t h o  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  f ib r e s  i s  t h a t  o f  c o n ­
d u c t i n g  i m p r e s s i o n s  ( r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  m o l e c u l a r  m o v e ­
m e n t s )  t o  a n d  f r o m  t h e  n e r v e  c e l l s ,  w h i l e  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  
t h e  c e l l s  i s  t h a t  o f  o r i g i n a t i n g  t h o s e  o f  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n s , ”  
w h i c h  a r e  c o n d u c t e d  b y  t h e  f i b r e s  o u t w a r d s .

W o  c a n  c o n c e i v e  t h e n  t h a t  t h e  w a y  i n  w h i c h  a  n e r v e -  
f i b r e  c o n v e y s  t o  a  m o r e  c e n t r a l  n e r v e - c e l l  a n  i m p r e s s io n  
i r o m  t h o  s u r f a c e  i s  b y  r a p id  v i b r a t i o n  o f  i t s  c o m p o n e n t  
m o l e c u l e s .  S u c h  v i b r a t i o n s  c a n  b o  r u d e l y  o r i g i n a t e d  b y  
c o n t a c t ,  p r e s s u r e ,  o r  s u c h  l i k e  s t i m u l i ,  t i l l  t h e y  g i v e  
r i s e  t o  f e e l i n g ,  o r ,  i f  s e v e r e ,  t o  p a i n ,  b u t  t h e y  c a n  b e  
n o t  o n l y  i m p o v e r i s h e d ,  t h e y  c a n  b e  c o m m u n i c a t e d .  T h e  
s i m p l e s t  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  v i b r a t i o n s  b e i n g  c o m m u n i c a t e d  i s  
w h e n  a  p i a n o  i s  o p e n e d  a n d  s u n g  i n t o  ; w h e r e u p o n  t h e  
s t r i n g ,  w h o s e  t e n s i o n  c o i n c i d e s  w i t h  t h e  u t t e r e d  n o t e ,  
w i l l  t a k e  i t  u p  a u d  p a s s  i t  o u  in  s o u n d .  I f  t h e n  v i b r a ­
t i o n s  w e r e  t a k i n g  p l a c e  i u  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  
s e n t i e n t  e x t r e m i t i e s  o f  n e r v e s  a l l  o v e r  t h e  s u r f a c e ,  
t h e  s a m e  w o u l d  b e  e x p e c t e d  t o  o c c u r .

T h e  w a v e s  o f  l i g h t  a n d  h e a t  f o l l o w  e a c h  o t h e r  a t  s im i la r  
r a t e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  l u i n i n i f e r o u s  e t h e r .

M a n  l i v e s  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  a  m e a s u r e l e s s  o c e a n  o f  
t h i s  s u b t l e  m e d i u m ,  a n d  i s ,  i n  c o m m o n  w i t h  a l l  e l s e  i n  
t h e  u n i v e r s e ,  p e r m e a t e d  b y  i t .  “  W h e n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  l i g h t  
o r  r a d i a n t  h e a t  i m p i n g e ,  l i k e  t h e  w a v e s  o f  s o u n d  j u s t  
a d v e r t e d  t o ,  t l i e i r  w a v e s  s e l e c t  t h o s e  a t o m s  w h o s e  
p e r i o d s  o f  v i b r a t i o n  s y n c h r o n i s e  w i t h  t h e i r  o w n  p e r io d s  
o f  r e c u r r e n c e ,  a n d  to  s u c h  a t o m s  d e l i v e r  u p  t h e i r  m o t io n .  
I t  i s  t h u s  t h a t  l i g h t  a n d  r a d i a n t  h e a t  a r e  a b s o r b e d ."  
(Tyndall).

J s  i t  n o t  f r o m  t h i s  e a s i l y  i n t e l l i g i b l e  h o w  h e a t - w a v e s  
n o t i f y  t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e  a n d  i n t e n s i t y  a l o n g  t h e  s u r f a c e  
f i b r e  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  n e r v e  c e l l ,  a n d  s o  e n a b l e  t h e  a n im a l  
t o  a v o i d  t h e i r  a c t i o n ,  i f  e x c e s s i v e ,  o r  s e e k  t h e i r  in c r e a s e ,  
w h e n  d e f i c i e n t  ? A n d  s h a l l  i t  b e  s a i d  t h a t  w h i l e  th e  
h e a t - w a v e s  a r o  t h u s  r e c e i v e d ,  a n d  r e s p o n d e d  t o ,  t h r o u g h  
e v e r y  i n s t a n c e  o f  e x i s t e n c e ,  t h e i r  f e l l o w - w o r k e r s ,  
t h e  w a v e s  o f  l i g h t ,  a r e  p r a c t i c a l l y  i n e r t  e x c e p t  fo r  
t h e  s t i m u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  o n e  s p e c i a l i s e d  n e r v e  o f  t h e  e y e  ?

B y  g ° > u g  f r o m  t h o  c o m p l i c a t e d  a n d  c o m p o u n d  t o  t h e  
s t r u c t u r e l e s s  a n d  s i m p l e ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  c a n  b e  a n s w e r e d  
:in n o  u n c e r t a i n  w a y .

I n  s o m e  o f  h i s  r e c e n t l y  p u b l i s h e d  e x p e r i m e n t s ,  E n g e l -  
r o a u n  f o u n d  t h a t  m a n y  o f  t h e  p r o t o p l a s m i c  a n d  u n i c e l l u ­
la r  o r g a n i s m s  a r e  a f f e c t e d  b y  l i g h t ,  a n d  w h e n  t h e  f i r s t  
a n i m a l s  p o s s e s s e d  o f  o r g a n s  o f  s p e c i a l  s e n s e ,  v i z . ,  t h e  
j e l l y - f i s h  ( M e d u s a e ) ,  a r e  r e a c h e d ,  i t  i s  f o u n d  t h a t  o n e  

p a r t i c u l a r  M e d u s a )  ( T i a r o p s i s  p o l y b i a d e m a t a )  a l w a y s  r e s ­
p o n d s  t o  s t r o n g  l u m i n o u s  s t i m u l a t i o n  by  g o i n g  i a to  a 
s p a s m  o r  c r a m p  ( K a m a n e s ) .

B u t  t h e r e  i s  a  s t i l l  s t r o n g e r  a r g u m e n t  in  f a v o u r  o f  t h e  
p o w e r f u l  a c t i o n  o f  l i g h t  o n  t h e  n e r v e s  o f  t h e  s k i n  in  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t ,  a s  P r o f .  H a e c k e l  s a y s ,  “ t h e  g e n e r a l  c o n c l u ­
s i o n  h a s  b e e n  r e a c h e d  t h a t  in  m a n ,  a n d  i n  a l l  o t h e r  a n i ­
m a l s ,  t h e  s e n s e  o r g a n s  a s  a  w h o l e  a r i s e  in  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  
s a m e  w a y ,  v i z . ,  a s  p a r t s  o f  t l i e  e x t e r n a l  i n t e g u m e n t ,  
o r  e p i d e r m i s . ”  I n  f a c t ,  t h a t  n e r v e s  w h i c h  n o w  s e e  
c o u l d  o n c e  b u t  f e e l .  T h a t  t h e  h i g h l y  s e n s i t i v e  o p t i c  
n e r v e s  a r e  b u t  n e r v e s  o f  t h e  s k i n ,  w h o s e  m o l e c u l e s  o n c e  
c o u l d  v i b r a t e  o n l y  i u  c o n s o n a n c e  w i t h  t h e  l a r g e  u l t r a -  
r e d  w a v e s  o f  h e a t ,  w h e r e a s  n o w  t h e i r  m o l e c u l e s  h a v e  
b e c o m e  a t t u n e d  t o  t h e  s h o r t e r  w a v e s  o f  t h e  v i s i b l e  p a r t  
o f  t h e  s p e c t r u m .  •
■ S u r e l y ,  t h e n ,  i f  a n y  o n o  o f  t h e  n e r v e - e n d i n g s  o f  t h e  s k i n  

i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  c a n  b e  s p e c i a l i s e d  f o r  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  
o f  l i g h t ,  w h e t h e r  a t  t h e  m a r g i n  o f  t h e  s w i m m i n g  d i s k  
i n  t h e  j e l l y - f i s h ,  a t  t h e  p o i n t  o f  t h e  r a y  i n  t h e  s t a r - f i s h ,  
o n  t h e  f r i n g e  o f  t h e  m a n t l e  in  t h e  s h e l l - f i s h ,  o r  o n  t h e  
b a c k  i n  s o m e  s p e c i e s  o f  s n a i l ,  i t  m u s t  b e  c o n c e d e d  t h a t  
i n  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e  a l l  s u r f a c e  n e r v e s  m u s t  f e e l  t h e  i n ­
f l u e n c e  o f  t h a t  a g e n t  b y  w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  t o  b e  h e r e a f t e r  
e x a l t e d .  A n d  t h i s  h a s  b e e n  r e d u c e d  t o  a  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  
b y  M r .  D a r w i n  i n  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o n  e a r t h w o r m s ,  w h i c h ,  
a l t h o u g h  d e s t i t u t e  o f  e y e s ,  a r e  a b l e  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  w i t h  
m u c h  r a p i d i t y  b e t w e e n  l i g h t  a n d  d a r k n e s s ,  a n d  a s  o n l y  
t h e  a n t e r i o r  e x t r e m i t y  o f  t h e  a n i m a l  d i s p l a y s  t h i s  p o w e r ,  
h e  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  t h e  l i g h t  a f f e c t s  t h e  a n t e r i o r  n e r v e - c e l l s  
i m m e d i a t e l y ,  o r  w i t h o u t  t h e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  a  s e n s e - o r g a n .  
B u t  a  y e t  m o r e  w o n d r o u s  l e s s o n  i s  t o  b e  l e a r n e d  f r o m  
t h e  s t e p s  w h i c h  N a t u r e  t a k e s  f o r  t h e  e x a l t a t i o n  o f  a  h e a t -  
r e s p o n d i n g  n e r v e  i n t o  o n e  c a p a b le  o f  v i b r a t i n g  i n  h a r ­
m o n y  w i t h  t h e  s h o r t e r  w a v e s  o f  l i g h t .

T h e  o n l y  e x t e r n a l  a g e n t s  a v a i l a b l e  a r e  h e a t  a n d  l i g h t ,  
a n d  b y  t h e s e ,  w i t h  s u c h  lo c a l  a d a p t a t i o n s  i s  a r e  p o s s i b l e ,  
t h e  c o n v e r s i o n  m u s t  b e  b r o u g h t  a b o u t .  •

S e e k i n g  a g a i n  f r o m  t h e  l o w e s t  o r g a n i s m  t h e  s e c r e t s  
o f  t h e  h i g h e s t ,  i t  h a s  b e e n  f o u n d  b y  E n g e l m a n n  t h a t  t h e  
s i m p l e s t  c r e a t u r e  w h i c h  r e s p o n d e d  t o  l u m i n o u s  s t i m u l a ­
t i o n  w a s  t l i e  p r o t o p l a s m i c  Englena viridis ; m o r e o v e r ,  t h a t  
i t  w o u l d  o n l y  d o  s o  i f  t h e  l i g h t  w e r e  a l l o w e d  t o  f a l l  u p o n  
t h e  a n t e r i o r  p a r t  o f  t h e  b o d y .  H e r e  t h e r e  i s  a  p i g m e n t  
s p o t ,  b u t  c a r e f u l  e x p e r i m e n t  s h o w e d  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  n o t  t h e  

p o i n t  m o s t  s e n s i t i v e  t o  l i g h t ,  a colourless and transparent 
area of -protoplasm lying in front of it being found to be 
so.

F r o m  t h i s ,  t h e  m o s t  r u d i m e n t a r y ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  p i g m e n t ­
a l  b o d i e s  r o u n d  t h e  m a r g i n  o f  t h e  s w i m m i n g  d i s k  o f  m e ­
d u s a ? ,  a n d  t h e  p i g m e n t e d  o c e l l i  i* t t h e  t i p s  o f  t h e  r a y s  i n  
s t a r - f i s h ,  t o  t h e  l o w e s t  v e r m e s ,  in  w h i c h  P r o f e s s o r  H a e c k e l  
f i n d s  t h e  usual cells sensitive to light separated by a layer 
of pigment cel Is from the outer expansion of the optic nerve, 
w e  m e e t  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  a r r a n g e m e n t  e v e r  p r o g r e s s i n g  u p ­
w a r d s *  v i z . ,  t r a n s p a r e n c y  i m m e d i a t e l y  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  p a r t  
t o  b e  e x a l t e d ,  a n d  p i g m e n t  i m m e d i a t e l y  b e h i n d  i t ,  a n d  a r e  
l e f t  t o  i n f e r  f r o m  t h e  o b j e c t  u l t i m a t e l y  a t t a i n e d  w h a t  i s  
t h e  r e a s o n  o f  t h i s  p r i m a r y  a d a p t a t i o n .

N a t u r e  h a s  m a d e  t h e  m o s t  o f  h e r  t w o  f a c t o r s ,  b y  e x ­
p o s i n g  t h e  s e l e c t e d  t i s s u e  t o  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  i m p i n g i n g  
u p o n  i t  o f  t h e  w a v e s  o f  l i g h t ;  w h i l e  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  
s e c u r i n g  n o t  o n l y  t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  t h r o u g h  i t  o f  t h e  
w a v e s  o f  h e a t ,  b u t  t h e i r  c o n s t a n t  a c c u m u l a t i o n  b e h i n d  
i t ,  t h e r e b y  c a u s i n g  t h e  m o l e c u l a r  c o n s t i t u e n t s  o f  t h e  
p r o t o p l a s m  t o  b e  t h r o w n  i n t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  r a t e s  o f  v i b r a ­
t i o n  p o s s i b l y  o b t a i n a b l e  w i t h  t h e  m e a n s  a t  d i s p o s a l ,  a n d  
u n d o u b t e d l y  m o r e  r a p i d  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  a u y  p r o t o p la s m ,  
n o t  s o  s i t u a t e d ; t i l l  l i t t l e  b y  l i t t l e ,  b y  t h e  s u r v i v a l  h e r e  
a n d  t h e r e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  h a d  d e r i v e d  s o m e  b e n e f i t  
f r o m  i n h e r i t e d  i n c r e a s e  o f  s o n s i t i v e n e s s  i n  t h e  e x p o s e d  
p a r t s ,  t h e  t i m e  a r r i v e d  w h e n  t h e  a d v a n t a g e  b e c a m e  
p e r m a n e n t  i n  t h e  s p e c i e s ,  a n d  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  w a s  
l a i d  i n  a  t r a n s p a r e n t  a t o m  o f  p r o t o p l a s m  l y i n g  i n  
f r o n t  o f  a  s p e c k  o f  p i g m e n t ,  o f  t h o s e  w o n d r o u s  o r g a n s  
w h i c h  i n  a a o n s  o f  a g e s  a f t e r w a r d s  w e r e  t o  e n a b l e  m a n  t o  
l o o k  u p o n  t h e  u n i v e r s e  a n d  t o  b e h o l d  t h a t  i t  w a s  g o o d .

S u c h  i s  w h a t  l i g h t  a n d  h e a t  i u  u n i s o n  h a v e  w r o u g h t ,  

and i s  i t  t o  b e  s u p p o s e d  t h a t  t h e i r  a c t i o n  o n  t h e  s u r f a c e



n e r v e s ,  i s  l e s s  p o w e r f u l  n o w  t h a n  e v e r  ? I s  i t  n o t  m o r o  
r e a s o n a b l e  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  a  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  s p e c i a l i s e d  
n e r v e s  n o t  b e i n g  a n  a d v a n t a g e  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  d e v e l o p e d ,  
a n d  t h a t  t h o u g h  w e  a r e  u n c o n s c i o u s  o f  t h e  p o w e r  o f  l i g h t  
u p o n  o u r  b o d i e s ,  y e t  t h a t  . a n a l o g y  p o i n t s  t o  t h o  f a c t  t h a t  
t o  i t ,  w h e n  c o m b i n e d  w it.U  h e a t ,  w e  o w e  t h e  h i g h e s t  e x a l ­
t a t i o n  o f  o u r  k e e n  s e n s e ?  .

R e c o g n i s i n g  t h u s  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  s i m u l t a n e o u s  l i g h t  a n d  
h o a t  w h e n  t h e i r  i u f l u e n e e  i s  c o n c e n t r a t e d  b y  a l o c a l  
p e c u l i a r i t y  o n  a  p e c u l i a r  p a r t ,  m u s t . i t  n o t  b o  e v i d e n t  
t h a t  i n  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  u n p r o t e c t e d  b y  h a i r  a n d  u n s c r e e n e d  
b y  . c l o t h e s ,  l i v i n g  b e n e a t h  t l i e  v e r t i c a l  r a y s  o f  a u  e q u a ­
t o r i a l  s u n ,  t h e  n o t io n  o f  t h e s e  t w o  f o r c e s  p l a y i n g  t h r o u g h  
a  t r a n s p a r e n t  s k i n  u p o n  t h o  n e r v e  e n d i n g s  o v e r  t h e  e n t i r e  
s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  b o d y ,  m u s t  b e  p r o d u c t i v e  o f  i n t e n s e ,  b u t  
a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  d i s a d v a n t a g e o u s ,  n e r v e  v i b r a t i o n s ,  a n d  
t h a t  p r e s u m a b l y  s u c h  i n d i v i d u a l s  a s  w e r e  lu a s t  s u b j e c t  
t h e r e t o  w o u ld  b e  b e s t  a d a p t e d  t o  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g s  ?

N a t u r e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  h u v i n g  l e a r n e d  i n  a g e s  p a s t  t h a t  
p i g m e n t ' p l a c e d  b e h i n d  a  t r a n s p a r e n t  n e r v e  w i l l  e x a l t  i t s  
v i b r a t i o n s  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  p i t c h ,  n o w  p r o c e e d s  u p o u  t h e  
c o n v e r s e  r e a s o n i n g ’, a u d  p l a c i n g  t h e  p i g m e n t  in  f r o n t  
o f  t h e  e n d a n g e r e d  n e r v o ,  r e d u c e s  i t s  v i b r a t i o n s  b y  s o  
m u c h  a s  t h o  i n t e r r u p t e d  l i g h t  w o u l d  h a v e  e x c i t e d ,  a  
q u a n t i t y  w h i c h ,  t h o u g h  a p p a r e n t l y  t r i l l i n g ,  w o u ld ,  w h e n  
m u l t i p l i e d  b y  t h e  w h o l e  a r e a  o f  b o d y - s u r f a c e ,  r e p r e s e n t  
a  t o t a l  o f  n e r v o u s  a c t i o n  t h a t ,  i f  c o n t i n u e d ,  w o u l d  s o o u  
e x h a u s t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  d e g r a d e  t h e  s p e c i e s .

T h u s  i t  i s  t h a t  m a n ,  t h o u g h  s o  m a u y  g e n e r a t i o n s  h a v o  
c o m e  a n d  g o n e  s i n c e  t h e  d a y s  o f  h i s  w e a p o n l e s s  s t r u g g l e s  
w it h  t h e  b e a s t s  o f  t h e  f o r e s t ,  s t i l l  r e t a i n s  iu  i t s  f u l l  s t r e n g t h  
t h a t  c o l o u r  o f  s k i n  w h i c h ,  w h i l e  i t  a i d e d  h im  m a t e r i a l l y  in  
l i i s  e a r l y  e s c a p e s ,  i s  n o w  c o n t i n u e d  b e c a u s e  i t  1m s a  m o r e  
i m p o r t a n t  o l i i c e  t o  f u l f i l  i n  w a r d i n g  o f f  t h e  m i l l i o n s  o f  
v i b r a t i o n s  a  s e c o n d ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  o t h e r w i s e  b e  p o u r e d  in  
a u  u n i n t e r r u p t e d  s t r e a m  u p o n  h i s  e x p o s e d  n e r v o u s  

s y s c o m .
A g a i n ,  t h e  c h e m i c a l  p o w e r  o f  l i g h t  e x p r e s s e d  in  d e g r e e  

i s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  P r o f e s s o r  B u n s e n ,  in  B e r l i n ,  o n  t h e  2 1 s t  
o f  J u n e  a t  1 2  o ’ c l o c k ,  3 8 °  ; w h i l e  a t  t h e  s a m e  p l a c e  a n d  
t i m e  o n  t h o  2 1 s t  o f  D e c e m b e r  i t  i s  b u t  2 0 ° ;  t h a t  i s ,  t h a t  
t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  in  t h e  a n g l e  a t  w l i i c h  l i g h t  s t r i k e s  t h e  
s a m e  s p o t  i u  D e c e m b e r  a n d  i n  J u n e  c a u s e s  i t s  c h e m i c a l  
e f f e c t  t o  b e  a l m o s t  d o u b l e d .  W h a t  t h e n  m u s t  b e  i t s  
p o t e n t i a l  d i f f e r e n c e  a l l  t h e  y e a r  r o u n d  i n  t h e  l a t i i u d e  o f  
L o n d o n  a n d  in  t h a t  o f  S i e r r a  L e o n e  ?

(i«. I f ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  l i g h t  b e  a  n e c e s s a r y  f a c t o r  in  t h e  d e v e l o p ­
m e n t  o f  a n i m a l  l i f e ,  a n d  b e  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  i n t e n s i t y  t o  a t t a i n  
t h e  r e q u i r e d  e n d  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p o s i t i o n  o f  E n g l a n d ,  i t  
m u s t  o f  n e c e s s i t y  b e  a t  t h e  e q u a t o r  i m m e n s e l y  i n  e x c e s s ,  
a l l  o t h e r  t h i n g s  b e i n g  e q u a l  o f  w h a t  i s  n e e d e d ,  a n d  i t  
w o u ld  b e  a  r e a s o n a b l e  e x p e c t a t i o n  t h a t ,  c o u l d  u n c l o t h e d  
m a n  b o  t r a c e d  t h r o u g h  t h o  p a r a l l e l s  o f  l a t i t u d e  n o r t h ­
w a r d s  in  d i s t i n c t  t r i b e s  t h a t  n e v e r  i n t e r m i n g l e d  w i t h  
t h o s e  b e y o n d ,  t h e  c o l o u r  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  s e c t i o n s  w o u ld  
l e s s e n  iu  d i r e c t  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  t h e i r  d i s t a n c e  f r o m  
t h e  e q u a t o r ,  m o d i f i e d  o n l y  b y  s u c h  l o c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  a s  
m a t e r i a l l y  i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  l i g h t ,  o r  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  
l i g h t  a u d  h e a t  c o m b i n e d .

A n d  t h i s  i s  f o r c i b l y  c o r r o b o r a t e d  b y  t h e  f a c t s  p u t  f o r ­
w a r d  iu  C a r p e n t e r ’s  “  P h y s i o l o g y , ”  p . 9 8 5  : “ I t  m a y  b e  
f r e e l y  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  a m o n g  E u r o p e a n  c o l o n i s t s  s e t t l e d  in  
h o t  c l i m a t e s , s u o l i  c h a n g e s  d o  n o t  p r e s e n t  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h ­
in  a  f e w  g e n e r a t i o n s  ; b n t  in  m a n y  w e l l - k n o w n  i n s t a n c e s  
o f  e a r l i e r  c o l o n i s a t i o n  t h e y  a r o  v e r y  c l e a r l y  m a n i f e s t e d . ”  
“  T h u s  t h e  w i d e  d i s p e r s i o n  o f  t h o  J e w i s h  n a t i o n  a n d  
t h e i r  r e m a r k a b l e  i s o l a t i o n ,  m a i n t a i n e d  b y  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n s  
o b s e r v a n c e s  f r o m  t h e  p e o p l e  a m o n g  w h o m  t h e y  l i v e ,  
r e n d e r  t h e m  p e c u l i a r l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  s u b j e c t s  f o r  s n c h  
o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  a n d  w e  a c c o r d i n g l y  l i n d  t h a t  t h o  b r u n e t t e  
c o m p l e x i o n ,  a n d  d a r k  h a ir ,  w h i c h  a r e  u s u a l l y  r e g a r d e d  a.s 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t l i a t  r a c e ,  a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  s u p e r s e d e d  i n  
t h o  J e w s  o f  N o r t h e r n  E u r o p e  b y  r e d  o r  b r o w n  h a i r  a n d  
f a i r  c o m p l e x i o n ,  w h i l e  t h e  J e w s  w h o  s e t t l e d  in  I n d i a  

s o m e  c e n t u r i e s  a g o  h a v e  b e c o m e  a s  d a r k  a s  t h e  H i n d o o s  
a r o u n d  t h e m . ”

F i n a l l y ,  t h e r e  i s  in  a  f o o t - n o t e  t o  t h o  s a m e  p a g e  a u  
e x t r a o r d i n a r y  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  t r u t h  o f’ 
t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  ( h a t  s k i n  c o l o u r  i s  in  d i r e c t  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  
l i g h t - r a y s ,  w l i i c h  i s  a s  f o l l o w s  : — > . . .

‘‘ A v e r y  c a r i o u s  e x a m p l e  o f  c h a n g e  o f  c o l o u r  i n  a  n e g r o  h a s  b e e n  
r e c o r d e d  o n  u n q u e s t i o n a b l e  a u t h o r i t y .  T h e  s u b j e c t  o f  i t  w a s  a. 
n e g r o  s l a v e  in  K e n t u c k y ,  a t  f o r t y - f i v e ,  w h o  w u s  b o r n  o f  b l a c k  
p a r e n t s ,  a n d  w a-i h i m s e l f  b l a c k  u n t i l  t w e l v e  y e a r s  o f  a g e .  Afc 
i .h a t  t i m e  a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s k i n  a n  in c h  w id e  e n c i r c l i n g  t h e  
c r a n i u m  j u s t  w i t h i n  L lie  e d g e  o f  t h e  l m i r  g r a d u a l l y  c h a n g e d  t o  
w h i t e ,  a l s o  t h e  h a i r  o c c u p y i n g  L h a t  l o c a l i t y ,  a  w h i t e  s p o t  n e x t  
a p p e a r e d  n e a r  t h e  i n n e r  c a n t h u . s  o f  t h e  f e l t  e y e ,  a n d  f r o m  t h i s  
t h e  w h i t e  c o l o u r  g r a d u a l l . y  e x t e n d e d  o v e r  t h e  f a c e ,  t r u n k ,  a n d  
e x t r e m i t i e s  u n t i l  i t  c o v e r e d  t h e  e n t i r e  s u r f a c e .  T h e  c o i h p l e t e  
c h a n g e  f r o m  b l a c k  t o  w h i t e  o c c u p i e d  a b o u t  t e n  y e a r s ,  a c i d 'b n t  
l o r  h i a  h a i r ,  w h i c h  w a s  c r i s p  a n d  w o o l ly ,  n o  o n e  w o u l d  h a v e  
s u p p o s e d  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  h i s  p r o g e n i t o r s  h a d  o f f e r e d  a n y  of, t h e  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  L lie  n e g r o — h i s  s k i n  p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  h e a l t h y  v a s ­
c u l a r  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  a  f a i r - c o m p l e x i o n e d  . l i u r o p e a n .  W h e n  l i e  w a s  
a b o u t  t w e n t y - t w o  y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  d a r k  c o p p e r - c o l o u r e d  o r  b r o w n  
s p o t s  b e g a n  t.o a p p e a r  o n  t b e  f a c e  a n d  h a n d s ,  b n t  these remained 
limited to the port ions of the surface exposed lo light.”

M a y  i t  n o t  t h e r e f o r e  b e  c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  m u c h  
f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  t h e  b l a c k  s k i n  o f  t h e  
n e g r o  i s  b u t  t h e  s m o k e d  g l a s s  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  a l o n e  l i i s  
w i d e  s p r e a d  s e n t i e n t  n e r v e - e n d i n g s  c o u l d  b e  e n a b l e d  to  
r e g a r d  t h e  s u u ?

N a t h a n i e l  A l c o c k ,

Surgeon-Major,
- “Nature” Army Medical Department.

-------- • --------

PAUL VARGAS : A M YSTERY. ■ 
(From tha English Illustrated Magazine, London) .

D u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  m y  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c a r e e r  I  h a v e  
m o t  w i t h  s t r a n g e  t h i n g s .  T h e  s t r a n g e s t ,  t h e  m o s t  
i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e  o f  n i l ,  I  a m  a b o n t  t o  n a r r a t e .

I t s  e f f e c t  u p o n  m e  w a s  s u c h ,  t h a t ,  w i t h o u t  p a u s in g -  f o r  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  i n q u i r y ,  I  t u r n e d  a n d  f l e d  f r o m  t h e  t o w n  
— e v e n  f r o m  t h e  c o u n t r y  i n  w h i c h  I  w i t n e s s e d  i t .  I t  
w a s  o n l y  w h e n  1 w a s  s o m e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  m i l e s  a w a y  t h a t  
I  r e c o v e r e d  f r o m  m y  t e r r o r  s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o  t h i n k  c a l m l y  
o v e r  w h a t  h a d  h a p p e n e d .  T h e n  I  v o w e d  a  s e l f - i m p o s e d  
v o w  t h a t  f o r  m a n y ,  m a n y  y e a r s  I  w o u l d  m e n t i o n  t h e  
m a t t e r  t o  n o  o n e .  M y  r e a s o n s  f o r  s e c r e c y  w e r e  t h e s e  :—

I n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  I  w a s ,  a s  I  a m  n o w ,  a  d o c t o r .  N o w  I  
a m  f a i r l y  w e l l - t o - d o ,  a n d  h a v e  l i t t l e  a n x i e t y  a b o u t  t h e  
f u t u r e .  T h e n  1 w a s  s t r u g g l i n g  h a r d  t o  m a k e  a  l i v i n g .  
S u c h  b e i n g  t h e  c a s e ,  I  a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e  t e l l i n g  o f  a n  
i n c r e d i b l e ,  m o n s t r o u s  t a l e — t h e  t r u t h  o f  w h i c h ,  h o w e v e r ,  
I  s h o u l d  b e  b o u n d  t o  u p h o l d  i n  s p i t e  o f  e v e r y t h i n g  a u d  
e v e r y b o d y — w o u l d  d o  l i t t l e  t o w a r d s  e n h a n c i n g  m y  r e ­
p u t a t i o n  f o r  c o m m o n  s e n s e ,  o r  i m p r o v i n g  m y  p r o f e s s i o n ­

a l  p r o s p e c t s .

I n  t h e  s e c o n d  p l a c e  I  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  w a i t ,  in  t h e  h o p e  
t h a t ,  s o m e  t i m e  o r  a n o t h e r ,  m a t t e r s  m i g h t  b e  e x p l a i n e d  

t o  m y  s a t i s f a c t i o n .
S o  i t  i s  t h a t  f o r  t w e n t y  y e a r s  I  h a v e  k e p t  m y  o w u  

c o u n s e l .  M y  f i r s t  r e a s o n  f o r  s i l e n c e  n o  l o n g e r  e x i s t s  ; 
w h i l s t ,  a s  t o  t h e  s e c o n d ,  I  h a v e  n o w  g v i o n  u p  h o p i n g  f o r  
a u  e l u c i d a t i o n .  T h e  o n e  p e r s o n ,  w h o  m i g h t  m a k o  t h i n g s  

c l e a r ,  I  h a v e  n e v e r  s i n c e  s e e n .
A l t h o u g h  n e a r l y  a  t h i r d  o f  a  m a n ’s  a l l o t t e d  y e a r s  h a s  

p a s s e d ,  t h e r e  n e e d  b o  n o  f e a r  o f  m y  m a g n i f y i n g  o r  
m y s t i f y i n g  a n y t h i n g .  T h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a r o  s t i l l  f r e s h  
i u  m y  m i n d  j m o r e o v e r ,  i n  t h o  f e a r  t h a t  m e m o r y  s h o u l d  
p l a y  m e  f a l s e ,  I  w r o t e  d o w n ,  a t  I h o  t n n o ,  a i l  t h a t  h a p ­
p e n e d —- w r o t e  ifc wri t l i  a  m i n u t e n e s s  a u d  t e c h n i c a l  d e ta i l ,  
w h i c h  w o u l d  b o  o u t  o f  p l a c e  h e r e .

M y  s t o r y ,  c o n c e r n s  a  m a n  w h o m  I  s a w  b u t  t h r i c e  i n  
m y  l i f e  t i m e  ; o r ,  I  s h o u l d  r a t h e r  s a y ,  s a w  d u r i n g  t h r e e  
b r i e f  p e r i o d s  o f  m y  l i f e  t i m e .  W e  w e r e  m e d i c a l  s t u d e n t s  
t o g e t h e r .  I I i s  n a m e — 1 d o  n o t  c h a n g e  i t — w a s  P a u l  

V a r g a s .
l i e  w a s  a  f a l l ,  d a r k - l i a i r e d ,  p a l e - f a c e d  y o u n g  _ m a n  : 

s t r i k i n g l y  h a n d s o m e  in  I n s  o w n  p e c u l i a r  s t y l e .  H .i.s n o s o  
w a s  a q u i l i n e  a n d  w e l l - f o r i n e d  : t h e  b r o a d  f o r e h e a d  b e ­
t o k e n e d  g r e a t  i n t e l l e c t u a l  p o w e r ,  a n d  t h o  m o n t h ,  c h i n ,  

a n d  s t r o n g  s q u a r e  j a w ,  a l l  s p o k e  o f  s t r e n g t h  o f  w i l l  a n d



r e s o l u t i o n .  Blit h a d  (ill t h e s e  f e a t u r e s  b e e n  i r r e g u l a r  a n d  
n n p l e a s i n g ,  t h e  e y e s  a l o n e  w o u l d  h a v e  r e d e e m e d  t l i e  f a c e  
f r o m  p l a i n n e s s .  M o r e  l u m i n o u s ,  e l o q u e n t  a n d  e x p r e s ­
s i v e  e y e s  I  h a v e  n e v e r  s e e n .  T h e i r  d a r k  b e a u t y  w a s  
e n h a n c e d  b y  a  d i s t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  p u p i l ,  s e l d o m  m e t  w i t h  
w h e n  t h e  s i g h t  i s  p e r f e c t  a s  w a s  V a r g a s ’s .  T h e y  p o s s ­
e s s e d  i n  a  r e m a r k a b l e  d e g r e e  t h e  p o w e r  o f  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  
o w n e r ’s  e m o t i o n s .  B r i g h t  a s  t h e y  a l w a y s  w e r o ,  t h e y  
s p a r k l e d  w i t h  h i s  m i r t h ,  t h e y  g l i t t e r e d  w i t h  h i s  s c o r n ,  
n n d  w h e n  l i e  s e e m e d  t r y i n g  t o  r e a d  t h e  v e r y  s o u l  o f  t h e  
m a n  h e  l o o k e d  n t ,  t h e i r  c o n c e n t r a t e d  g a z e  w a s  s u c h  a s  

f e w  c o u l d  b e a r  w i t h  p e r f e c t  e a s e .
T h i s  i s  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  P a u l  V a r g a s  a s  I  r e m e m b e r  

j i i m  w h e n  f i r s t  w e  m e t .  I  m a y  a d d  t h a t  i n  a g e  h e  w a s  

t w o  y e a r s  m y  s e n i o r  ; in  i n t e l l e c t  a  h u n d r e d .
O f  V a r g a s ’s  f a m i l y  a n d  a n t e c e d e n t s  h i s  f e l l o w - s t u d e n t s  

k n e w  n o t h i n g .  T h a t  h e  w a s  o f  f o r e i g n  e x t r a c t i o n  w a s  
c l e a r l y  s h o w n  b y  l i i s  n a m e  a n d  g e n e r a l  a p p e a r a n c e .  I t  
w a s  s u p p o s e d  t h a t  J e w i s h  b l o o d  r a n  i u  h i s  v e i n s ,  b u t  
t h i s  w a s  p u r e  c o n j e c t u r e ; f o r  t h e  y o u n g  m a n  w a s  a s  
r e t i c e n t  c o n c e r n i n g  h i s  r e l i g i o u s  o p i n i o n s  a s  h o  w a s  a b o u t  
e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  h i s  p r i v a t e  h i s t o r y .

I  c a n n o t  s a y  h e  w a s  i n y  f r i e n d .  I n d e e d ,  I  b e l i e v e  h e  
h a d  n o  f r i e n d s ,  a n d  I  t h i n k ,  m a y  a d d ,  n o  e n e m i e s .  H e  
w a s  t o o  p o l i t e  a n d  o b l i g i n g  t o  m a k e  f o e s ; a l t h o u g h  
t h e r e  w a s  u s u a l l y  a  c a lm  a ir  o f  s u p e r i o r i t y  a b o u t  a l l  h o  
s a i d  a n d  d id ,  w h i c h  a t  t i m e s  r a t h e r  n e t t l e d  s u c h  a u  u n ­
l i c k e d  l o t  o f  c u b s  n s  m o s t  o f  u s  w e r e  in  t h o s o  d a y s .

Y e t ,  i f  w c  w e r e  n o t  b o s o m  f r i e n d s ,  f o r  s o m e  m o n t h s  
1  s a w  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  P a u l  V a r g a s .  H e  w n s  a n  i n d e f a ­
t i g a b l e  s t u d e n t ,  n n d ,  a s  t h e  p r e s c r i b e d  c o u r s e  o f  s t u d y  
w a s  n o t  e n o u g h  f o r  h i m ,  w a s  e n g a g e d  d u r i n g  h i s  l e i s u r o  
h o u r s  o n  s o m e  o r i g i n a l  n n d  d e l i c a t e  e x p e r i m e n t s ,  c o n ­
d u c t e d  s i m p l y  f o r  h i s  o w n  p l e a s u r e .  W a n t i n g  s o m e  o n e  
t o  a s s i s t  h i m ,  h e  w a s  g o o d  e n o u g h  t o  c h o o s e  m e .  W h y ,  
J. n e v e r  k n e w .  I  f l a t t e r e d  m y s e l f  i t  w a s  b e c a u s e  h e  
t h o u g h t  m e  c l e v e r e r  t h a n  m y  f e l l o w s  ; b u t  i t  m a y  h a v o  
b e e n  t h a t  h e  t h o u g h t  m e  d u l l e r  a u d  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  a n t i c i ­
p a t e  o r  f o r e s t a l l  h i s  d i s c o v e r i e s .

U n d e r  t h i s  a r r a n g e m e n t  I  f o u n d  m y s e l f  t w o  o r  t h r e e  
n i g h t s  i n  e v e r y  w e e k  a t  h i s  r o o m s .  .F r o m  h i s  l a v i s h  
e x p e n d i t u r e  i n  f u r n i t u r e  a n d  s c i e n t i f i c  a p p a r a t u s ,  i t  w a s  
d e a r  t h a t  V a r g a s  h a d  m e a n s  o f  h i s  o w n .  H i s  s u r r o u n d ­
i n g s  w e r e  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h o s e  w i t h  w l i i c h  t h e  
o r d i n a r y  m e d i c a l  s t u d e n t  m u s t  b e  c o n t e n t e d .

A l l  o u r  f r a t e r n i t y  l o o k e d  u p o u  P a u l  V a r g a s  a s  a b n o r ­
m a l l y  c l e v e r  ; a u d  w h e n  t h e  c l o s e r  i n t e r c o u r s e  b e g a n  
b e t w e e n  u s ,  1 f o u n d  n,t f i r s t  n o  r e a s o n  t o  d i f f e r  f r o m  t h e  
g e n e r a l  o p i n i o n .  H e  s e e m e d  t o  h a v e  a l l  t h e  w o r k s  o f  
m e d i c a l  a n d  s u r g i c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  a t  h i s  f i n g e r  e n d s .  H e  
a c q u i r e d  f r e s h  k n o w l e d g e  w i t h o u t  e f f o r t .  H e  w a s  a n  
a c c o m p l i s h e d  l i n g u i s t .  L e t  t h e  b o o k  o r  p a m p h l e t  b e  
E n g l i s h ,  F r e n c h ,  o r  G e r m a n ,  h e  r e a d  i t  w i t h  e q u a l  e a s e ,  
a n d ,  m o r e o v e r ,  h a d  t h e  v a l u a b l e  k n a c k  o f  e x t r a c t i n g  
t h e  g i s t  o f  t h e  m a t t e r ,  w h i l s t  t h r o w i n g  a s i d o  a n y  w o r t h ­
l e s s  lu m b e r  w h i e h  s u r r o u n d e d  i t .  F r o m  m y  a v e r a g o  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  s t a t i o n  I  c o u l d  b u t  a d m i r e  a n d  e n v y  h is  

r a p id  a n d  b r i l l i a n t  f l i g h t s .
H e  m a d e  m y  v i s i t s  t o  h i m  p l e a s a n t  o n e s .  O u r  w o r k  

o v e r  f o r  t h e  e v e n i n g ,  i t  w a s  h i s  c u s t o m  t o  k e e p  m e  f o r  
a n  h o u r  o r  t w o  s m o k i n g  a n d  c h a t t i n g  ; b u t  b u r  t a l k  w a s  
n o t  t h o  c o n f i d e n c e s  b e t w e e n  t w o  f r i e n d s .  I n d e e d ,  i t  
w a s - l i t t l e  m o r e  t h a n  s c i e n t i f i c  g o s s i p ,  a n d  t h e  o c c a s i o n ­
a l  a i r i n g  o f  c e r t a i n  t h e o r i e s :  f o r  V a r g a s ,  i f  s i l e n t  a b o u t  
h i m s e l f  a n d  h i s  p r i v a t e  a f f a i r s ,  a t  l e a s t ,  e x p r e s s e d  b i s  
o p i n i o n s  o n  t h e  w o r ld  in  g e n e r a l  o p e n l y  a n d  f r e e t y .

H e  h a d  r e s o l v e d  t o  b e c o m e  a  s p e c i a l i s t .  H o  p o u r e d  
o u t  t h e  v i a l s  o f  h i s  s c o r n  o n  t h e  o r d i n a r y  g e n e r a l  p r a c ­
t i t i o n e r — t h e  m a r v e l l o u s  b e i n g  w h o ,  w i t h  e q u a l  c o n f i ­
d e n c e ,  i s  r e a d y  t o  g r a p p l e  w i t h  f e v e r ,  g o u t ,  c o n s u i n p t i o u ,  
b l i n d n e s s ,  d e a f n e s s ,  b r o k e n  b o n e s ,  a n d  a l l  t h o  o t h e r  i l l s  
a n d  a c c i d e n t s  w h i c h  a f f l i c t  m a n k i n d .

“ I t  i s  a b s u r d ! ”  h e  s a i d .  ‘ ‘ A s  w e l l  e x p e c t  t h e  m a n ,  
w h o  m a d e  t b e  l e n s e s  f o r  t h a t  m i c r o s c o p e ,  t o  m a k e  t h e  
b r a s s  w o r k  a l s o — a s  w e l l  a s k  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h i s  t r e a t i s e  
t o  p r i n t  a n d  b i n d  i t ! I  t e l l  y o u  o n e  o r g a n ,  o n e  b i t  o f  t h e

m i c r o c o s m  c a l l e d  m a n ,  d e m a n d s  a  l i f e ’ s  s t u d y  b e f o r e  
t h e  c l e v e r e s t  d a r e  t o  s a y  h e  u n d e r s t a n d s  i t . ”  '

C e r t a i n l y  t h e  o r g a n  s e l e c t e d  b y  V a r g a s  f o r  h i s  s p e c i a l  
s t u d y  w a s  t h e  m o s t  c o m p l e x  a n d  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  o f  a l l —  
t h e  b r a i n .  A n y  w o r k ,  n e w  o r  o b s o l e t e ,  w h ic h  t r e a t ­
e d  n p o n  i t — a n y t h i n g  w h i c h  s e e m e d  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  
t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  m in d  a n d  b o d y ,  h e  e x a ­
m i n e d  w i t h  i n t e n s e  e a g e r n e s s .  T h e  w r i t i n g s  a n d  
s p e c u l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  v e r i e s t  o l d  c h a r l a t a n s  w e r e  n o t  
b e n e a t h  h i s  n o t i c e .  T h e  s e r i e s  o f  e x p e r i m e n t s  w e  w e r e  
c o n d u c t i n g  w e r e  t o  t h e  s a m e  e n d .  I  n e e d  n o t  d o s c r i b e  
t h e m ,  b u t  s o m e t h i n g  o f  t h e i r  n a t u r e  m a y  b e  g u e s s e d  a t ,  
w h e n  I  s a y  i t  w a s  l o n g  b e f o r e  t h e  t i m e  w h e n  c e r t a i n  
p e r s o n s  e n d e a v o u r e d  t o  p e r s u a d e  t h e  w o r l d  t h a t  s c i e n ­
t i s t s  w e r e  f i e n d s  i n  h u m a n  s h a p e ,  w h o  i n f l i c t e d  u n h e a r d -  
o f  t o r t u r e s  o n  t h e  l o w e r  o r d e r s  o f  a n i m a l s ,  s o l e l y  t o  
g r a t i f y  a  l u s t  f o r  c r u e l t y .

W e  h a d  b e e n  e n g a g e d  o n  o u r  r e s e a r c h e s  f o r  s o m e  
w e e k s — V a r g a s ’s  r e s e a r c h e s  I  s h o u l d  c a l l  t h e m ,  a s  b y  
t h i s  t i m e  m y  c o n j e c t u r e s  a s  t o  w l i a t  h o  a i m e d  a t  h a d  
c o m e  t o  a n  e n d .  I  g r e w  t i r e d  o f  g r o p i n g  in  t h e  d a r k  ; 
a n d  w a s  m a k i n g  n p  m y  m i n d  t o  t e l l  h i m  h e  m u s t  e n ­
l i g h t e n  m e  o r  s e e k  o t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e .  B e s i d e s ,  I  b e g a n  
t o  t h i n k  t h a t ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  m y  f i r s t  e s t i m a t e  o f  h i s  a b i l i t y  
w a s  n o t  q u i t e  c o r r e c t .

H e  c e r t a i n l y  t a l k e d  a t  t i m e s  i n  t h e  s t r a n g e s t  a n d  
m o s t  e r r a t i c  w a y .  S o m e  o f  h i s  s p e c u l a t i o n s  a n d  t h e o r i e s  
w e r e  e n o u g h ,  i f  t r u e ,  t o  u p s e t  a l l  t h e  r e c o g n i s e d  c a n o n s  
o f  s c i e n c e .  S o  w i l d ,  i n d e e d ,  t h a t  a t  t i m e s  I  w o n d e r e d  
i f ,  l i k e  m a n y  o t h e r s ,  h i s  g e n i u s  w a s  a l l i e d  t o  m a d n e s s .

A t  t h i s  t i m e  a  w a v e  o f  s u p e r s t i t i o n  c r o s s e d  t h e  c o u n ­
t r y — o n e  o f  t h o s e  p e r i o d i c a l  w a v e s ,  w h i c h ,  w h e t h e r  
c a l l e d  m e s m e r i s m ,  c l a i r v o y a n c e ,  e l e c t r o - b i o l o g y ,  s p i r i t ­
u a l i s m ,  o r  t h o u g h t - r e a d i n g ,  r i s e ,  c u l m i n a t e , a n d  f a l l  i n  p r e ­
c i s e l y  t h e  s a m e  m a n n e r .

P a u l  V a r g a s ,  a l t h o u g h  r i d i c u l i n g  t h e  n e w  c r a z e ,  r e a d  
e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  t o u c h e d  u p o n  i t ,  e v e n  d o w n  t o  t h e  
p e n n y - a - l i n e r ’s  a c c o u n t s  o f  m y s t e r i o u s  o c c u r r e n c e s .

“ T h e  t r u t h  m a y b e  f o u u d  a n y w h e r e , ”  h e  s a i d ;  “ i f  
t h e r e  i s  a  d i a m o n d  in  t h e  g r o u n d ,  t h e  m o s t  i g n o r a n t  
b o o r  m a y ,  u n w i t t i n g l y ,  d i g  i t  o u t . ”

O n o  n i g h t  I  f o u n d  h i m  i u  a, s t r a n g e  p r o - o c c u p i e d  m o o d .  
H e  d i d  h i s  w o r k  m e c h a n i c a l l y ,  a n d  I  c o u l d  s e e  t h a t  h i s  
t h o u g h t s  k e p t  s t r a y i n g  a w a y .  W e  f i n i s h e d  e a r l i e r  t h a u  
u s u a l ,  a n d  f o r  a  w h i l e  h e  s a t  o p p o s i t e  t o  m e  in  s i l e n c e .  
T h e n  h e  r a i s e d  h i s  e y e s  a n d  a s k e d  m e  a  q u e s t i o n .

W h o t  t h a t  q u e s t i o n  w a s  I  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  a b l e  t o  
r e m e m b e r .  I  h a v e  r a c k e d  m y  b r a i n  a g a i n  M id  a g a i n ,  
a n d  h a v e  n e v e r  r e c a l l e d  t h e  p u r p o r t  o f  i t .  A l l  I  k n o w  
i s ,  i t  w a s ,  f r o m  a  s c i e n t i f i c  p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  s o  s u p r e m e l y  
r i d i c u l o u s  t h a t  I  b u r s t  i u t o  a  p e a l  o f  l a u g h t e r .

F o r  a  m o m e n t  P a u l  V a r g a s ’s  e y e s  p o s i t i v e l y  f la m e d .  
F e e l i u g  t h a t  o u r  r e l a t i o n s  w e r e  n o t  f r i e n d l y  e n o u g h  t o  
e x c u s e  t h e  i n d i s c r e t i o n  o i l  m y  p a r t ,  I  h a s t e n e d  t o  a p o l o ­
g i s e .  H e  w a s  h i m s e l f  a g a i n  d i r e c t l y ,  a n d ,  w i t h  l i i s  c a lm  
s u p e r i o r  s m i l e s  o n  h i s  l i p s ,  a s s u r e d  m e  I  h a d  d o n e  

n o t h i n g  w h i c h  d o m a n d e d a n  a p o l o g y .  H e  t h e n  c h a n g ­
e d  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  a n d  d u r i n g  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  m y  
s t a y  t a l k e d  a s  r a t i o n a l l y  a n d  i n s t r u c t i v e l y  a s  t h o  m o s t  
m e t h o d i c a l  o l d  l e c t u r e r  in  t h e  s c h o o l s .

H e  b a d e  m e  g o o d - n i g l i t  w i t h  h i s  u s u a l  p o l i t e n e s s ,  a n d  
s e n t  m e  a w a y  p l a d  t h a t  m y  i l l - t i m e d  m i r t h  h a d  u o t  
o f f e n d e d  h i m .  Y e t  t h e  n e x t  m o r n i n g  I  r e c e i v e d  a  110(0 
s a y i n g  h e  h a d  d e c i d e d  t o  d i s c o n t i n u e  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
s e r i e s  o f  r e s e a r c h e s  i n  w h i c h  I  h a d  g i v e n  h i m  s u c h  
i n v a l u a b l e  a s s i s t a n c e .

I  w a s  s o m e w h a t  n o t t l e d  a t  t h i s  s u m m a r y  d i s m i s s a l ,  
V a r g a s  a s k e d  m o  t o  h i s  r o o m s  110 m o r e ,  a n d  h e  w a s  
n o t  t h e  m a n  t o  c a l l  u p o n  u n i n v i t e d .  S o ,  e x c e p t  i n  t h e  
s c h o o l s  a n d  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s ,  I  s a w  n o t h i n g  m o r e  o f  h im .

I t  w a s  p r e d i c t e d ,  b y  t h o s e  w h o  s h o u l d  k n o w  b e s t ,  t h a t  
P a u l  V a r g a s  w o u l d  b e  t h o  s c h o l a r  o f  t h e  y e a r .  I  a l o n e  
d a r e d  t o  d o u b t  i t .  I n  s p i t e  o f  h i s  g r e a t  t a l e n t s  a n d  
c a p a c i t y  f o r  w o r k ,  I  f a n c i e d  t h e r e  w a s  t h a t  i n  h i s  n a t u r e  
w h i c l i  w o u l d  d e f e a t  t h o s e  h i g h  h o p e s .  T h e r e  w a s  s o m e ­
t h i n g  w ro n g — s o m e t h i n g  e c c e n t r i c  a b o u t  h im ,  . I n  p l a i n



K n g l i s h ,  I  b e l i e v e d ,  i f  n o t  m a d  n o w ,  V a r g a s  w o u l d  e n d  
L is  d a y s  in  a  m a d - h o u s e .

H o w e v e r ,  l i e  n e v e r  w e n t  u p  f o r  l i i s  l a s t  e x a m i n a t i o n .  
H e  l i a d  a  s u r p r i s e  i n  s t o r e  f o r  u s .  J u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  f i n a l  
t r i a l  in  w h i c h  h e  w a s  t o  r e a p  s u c h  l a u r e l s  h o  v a n i s h e d .  
H e  w e n t  w i t h o u t  a  w o r d  o f  w a r n i n g — w e n t  b a g  a n d  b a g ­
g a g e .  H e  l e f t  n o  d e b t s  b e h i n d  h im .  H e  d e f r a u d e d  n o  
o n e .  H e  s i m p l y ,  w i t h o u t  g i v i n g  a  r e a s o n  f o r  l i i s  d e p a r ­
t u r e ,  w e n t  a w a y  a n d  l e f t  n o  t r a c e  b e h i n d  h i m .  S o m e ­
t i m e  a f t e r w a r d s  i t  w a a  r e p o r t e d  t h n t  h e  h a d  c o m e  i n t o  a  
l a r g e  f o r t u n e .  T h i s  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  h i s  c o n d u c t  w a s  a  
p l a u s i b l e  o n e ,  n n d  w a s  g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p t e d  a s  c o r r e c t .

A f t e r  t h e  n i n e  d a y s ’ w o n d e r  h a d  d i e d  a w a y ,  I ,  l i k e  
o t h e r s ,  c e a s e d  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t  t h e  m i s s i n g  m a n .  T h e  
y e a r s  w e n t  b y ,  I  p a s s e d  m y  e x a m i n a t i o n  c r e d i t a b l y ,  a n d  
w n s  v e r y  p r o u d  a n d  h o p e f u l  w h e n  d u l y  a u t h o r i s e d  t o  

p l a c e  M . D .  a f t e r  m y  n a m e .
I  h a v e  n a r r a t e d  h o w  I  f i r s t  m e t  P a u l  V a r g a s .  I  h a d  n o  

e x p e c t a t i o n  o f  a g a i n  s e e i n g  h i m ,  n o r  a n y  g r e a t  w i s h  t o  
d o  s o .  B u t  w e  m e t  a  s e c o n d  t i m e .  I t  w a s  in  t h i s  w i s e .

W h e u  I  t o o k  m y  m e d i c a l  d e g r e e  I  w a s  f a r  f r o m  b e i n g  
t h e  s t a i d ,  s o b e r  m a n  I  n o w  a m .  H a v i n g  a  l i t t l e  m o n e y  
o f  m y  o w n ,  I  r e s o l v e d  t o  s e e  s o m e t h i n g  o f  t h e  w o r l d  
b e f o r e  I  s e t t l e d  d o w n .  I  w a s  n o t  r i c h  e n o u g h  t o  b e  q u i t e  
i d l e ,  s o  I  b e g a n  b y  m a k i n g  o n e  o r  t w o  v o y a g e s  a s  d o c t o r  
t o  a n  e m i g r a n t  s h i p .  I  s o o n  g r e w  t i r e d  o f  t h i s  o c c u p a ­
t i o n ,  a u d  b e i n g  i n  E n g l a n d ,  b u t  n o t  y e t  c u r e d  o f  r o v i n g ,  
1 c a s t  a b o u t  f o r  s o m e t h i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  t o  t a k e  m e  
a b r o a d .  I  h » d  n o t  l o n g  t o  w a i t .  C h o l e r a  w a s  r a g i n g  
in  t h e  E a s t .  A  f u n d  h a d  b e e n  r a i s e d  t o  s e n d  o u t  a  f e w  
E n g l i s h  d o c t o r s  : I  t e n d e r e d  m y  s e r v i c e s  w h i c h  w e r e  
a c c e p t e d .

A t  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  I  w a a  d e t a i n e d  s e v e r a l  d a y s  w a i t i n g  
i n s t r u c t i o n s .  O n e  d a y ,  w h i l s t  i d l y  s t r o l l i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  
s t r e e t s ,  I  c a m e  f a c e  t o  f a c e  w i t h  P a u l  V a r g a s .

A l t h o u g h  h e  w o r e  t h e  f e z  a n d  w a s  in  a p p e a r a n c e  m o r e  
T u r k i s h  t h a n  E n g l i s h ,  I  k n e w  h i m  a t  o n c e  a n d  a c c o s t e d  
h im  b y  h i s  n a m e .  S u r p r i s e d  a s  h e  l o o k e d  a t  m y  s t d u t a -  

t i o n ,  h e  h a d  e v i d e n t l y  n o  w i s h  t o  d e n y  h i s  i d e n t i t y .  A s  
s o o n  a s  h e  r e c o g n i s e d  m e ,  l i e  g r e e t e d  m e  c o r d i a l l y ,  a n d ,  
h a v i n g  l e a r n t  w h a t  b r o u g h t  m e  t o  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  i n s i s t ­
e d  t h a t  I  s h o u l d  p a y  h im  a  v i s i t .  I  w i l l i n g l y  c o n s e n t e d  
t o  d o  s o .  I  w a s  m o s t  c u r i o u s  t o  a s c e r t a i n  w h y  h e  h a d  
t h r o w n  n p  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  s o  s u d d e n l y ,  ' l 'h e  d a y  b e i n g  
s t i l l  y o u n g ,  I  s t a r t e d  t h e n  a n d  t h e r e  w i t h  h i m  f o r  h i s  
h o m e .

N a t u r a l l y ,  a l m o s t  m y  f i r s t  q u e s t i o n  w a s  w h y  h e  l e f t  u s  
60 m y s t e r i o u s l y .

“  I  h a d  m y  r e a s o n s , ”  h e  s a i d ,
“  T h e y  m i n t  h a v e  b e e n  p o w e r f u l  o n e s . ”
H e  t u r n e d  h i s  d a r k  e y e s  f u l l  u p o n  m e .

“  T h e y  w e r e , ”  h e  s a id .  “  I  g r e w  s i c k  o f  t h e  l i f e .  A f t e r  a l l ,  
w h a t  d id  i t  m e a n  ? W o r k ,  w o r k ,  w o r k ,  o n l y  t o  f in d  o u t  
h o w  h .t t l e  o n e  r e a l l y  k n e w  o r  e v e r  c o u l d  k n o w  b y  s t u d y .  
" W h y , in  o n e  h a l f - h o u r  I  l e a r n e d  m o r e  b y  p u r e  c h a n c e  
t h a n  a n y  o n e  e l s e  h a s  y e t  d r e a m e d  o f . ”

I  q u e s t i o n e d  h i m  a s  t o  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  h i s  a r r o g a n t  
a s s e r t i o n ,  b n t  h e  e v a d e d  m e  w i t h  a l l  h i s  o l d  a d r o i t n e s s  ; 
t h e n  w e  r e a c h e d  h i s  h o u s e ,  u n d  I  f o r g o t  a l l  s a v e  a d m i ­
r a t io n ."

I l i s  h o u s e  w a s  j u s t  o u t s i d e  t h o  c i t y .  H o u s e  ! i t  m i g h t  
b e  c a l l e d  a  s m a l l  p a la c e .  H e r e  h o  l i v e d  in  t r u e  O r i e n t a l  
l u x u r y .  J u d g i n g  f r o m  t l i e  p r o f u s i o n  w h i c h  s u r r o u n d e d  
h im ,  a n d  f r o m  t h e  l a v i s h  s c a l e  o n  w h i c h  i i i s  e s t a b l i s h ­
m e n t  w a s  c o n d u c t e d ,  I  f e l t  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  h i s  
h a v i n g  i n h e r i t e d  a  f o r t u n e  w a s  q u i t e  c o r r e c t .  A l l  t h a t  
m o n e y  c o u l d  b u y ,  a l l  t h a t  a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l  S y b a r i t e  c o u l d  
d e s i r e ,  s e e m e d  t o  b e  h i s .  B o o k s ,  p a i n t i n g s ,  s t a t u a r y ,  
c o s t l y  f u r n i t u r e ,  r i c h  t a p e s t r i e s ,  t h e  c h o i c e s t  d i s h e s ,  a u d  
t l i e  r a r e s t  w i n e s .  O n l y  a  m a n  i n  t h e  e n j o y m e n t  o f  a  
p r i n c e l y  i n c o m e  c o u ld  l i v e  in  s u c h  s t y l e  a n d  s p l e n d o u r .

H e  l e d  m e  f r o m  r o o m  t o  r o o m ,  u n t i l  h e  o p e n e d  t h e  
d o o r  o f  o n e  m o r e  b e a u t i f u l l y  g a r n i s h e d  t h a n  a n y  o f  t h e  
o t h e r s .  A  g i r l  w a s  s i t t i n g  a t  t h o  w i n d o w .  A s  w e  e n ­

t e r e d ,  s h e  s p r a n g  f o r w a r d  w i t h  a  c r y  o f  j o y ,  a n d  t h r e w  
h e r  arm s r o u n d  V a r g a s .

H e  r e t u r n e d  h e r  p a s s i o n a t e  e m b r a c e ;  k i s s e d  h e r ,  
w h i s p e r e d  s o m e  w o r d s  o f  l o v e  i n  a  s t r a n g e ,  m u s i c a l  
l a n g u a g e ,  t h e n  g e n t l y  d i s e n g a g i n g  h i m s e l f ,  s a i d —

“  M y r r h a ,  w e l c o m e  a n  o l d  f r i e n d  o f  m in e ,  a n  E n g l i s h ­
m a n . ”

S h e  t u r n e d  t o w a r d s  m e .  H e r  b e a u t y  a b s o l u t e l y  

d a z z l e d  m e .  S h e  w a s  t a l l  a n d  m a j e s t i c ,  c o i l  u p o n  c o i l  
o f  j e t  b l a c k  h a i r  c r o w n e d  h e r  w e l l - p o i s e d  q u e e n l y  h e a d .  

H e r  c h e e k  b a d  t h e  c l e a r  b r o w n  t i n g e  o f  t h e  s o u t h .  
H e r  e y e s  w e r e  g l o r i o u s .  N e v e r  b e f o r e  h a d  I  s e e n  
s u c h  a  s p l e n d i d  c r e a t u r e .  T h e  p e r f e c t i o n  o f  h e r  f o r m ,  
t h e  l o o k  o f  s p l e n d i d  h e a l t h  a n d  g l o w i n g  v i t a l i t y ,  w o u l d  
h a v e  b e e n  e n o u g h  t o  m a k e  h e r  a n  o b j e c t  o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  

i n t e r e s t  t o  a n y  o n e  o f  m y  o w n  p r o f e s s i o n .

T h e  b r i g h t  c o l o u r s  o f  h e r  r i c h  d r e s s  w e l l  b e c a m e  h e r .  
A l t h o u g h  in  y e a r s  s h e  w a s  b u t  a  g i r l ,  t h e  g o l d  a n d  
j e w e l s  w h i c h  c o v e r e d  h e r  h a n d s ,  a r m s  a n d  n e c k ,  s e e m e d  

q u i t e  i n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  h e r  b e a u t y .  A s  I  l o o k e d  a t  h e r ,  
I  f e l t  t h a t  P a u l  V a r g a s ’s  e a r t h l y  p a r a d i s e  o u g h t  t o  b e  

c o m p l e t e .
S h e  c a m e  f o r w a r d  w i t h  u n e m b a r r a s s e d  g r a c e ,  E m i l e d  a  

b r i g h t  s m i l e ,  a n d  g i v i n g  m o  h e r  h a n d ,  b a d e  m e  w e l c o m e  
in  E n g l i s h ,  c o r r e c t  e n o u g h ,  a l t h o u g h  t e m p e r e d  b y  a  
s l i g h t  f o r e i g n  a c c e n t .

A f t e r  a  l i t t l o  w h i l e  V a r g a s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  I  s h o u l d  
w a l k  r o u n d  t h e  g a r d e n s  w i t h  h i m .  A s  w o  l e f t  t h e  r o o m ,  
t h e  l o o k  w h i c h  p a s s e d  b e t w e e n  h i m  a n d  t h e  g i r l  w a s  
q u i t e  e n o u g h  t o  s h o w  t h e  c o m p l e t e  l o v e  t h e y  b o r e  o n e  
a n o t h e r .

‘' Y o u r  w i f e ,  I  s u p p o s e  ? ”  I  s a i d ,  w h e n  w e  w e r e  a l o n e .  
“  S h e  i s  v e r y  b e a u t i f u l . ”

“  M y  l o v o ,  m y  l i f e ,  m y  v e r y  s o u l !”  h e  e x c l a i m e d  
p a s s i o n a t e l y .  “  B u t  n o t  m y  w i f e  i n  y o u r  s e n s e  o f  t h o  
w o r d . ”

1 s a i d  n o  m o r e ,  f e e l i n g  t h e  s u b j e c t  w a s  a  d e l i c a t e  o n e  
t o  h a n d l e .  W h o  M y r r h a  w a s ,  o r  w h y  s h e  s h o u l d  l i v e ,  
u n m a r r i e d ,  w i t h  h i m  w a s  n o n e  o f  m y  b u s i n e s s .

I  h a d  n o t  b e e n  l o n g  i n  h i s  s o c i e t y  b e f o r e  I  d i s c o v e r e d  
t h a t  P a u l  V a r g a s  w a s ,  i n  s o m o  w a y s ,  m u c h  c h a n g e d —  
I  m a y  s a y  i m p r o v e d .  H e  s e e m e d  a l t o g e t h e r  a  b e t t e r  
B o rt o f  f e l l o w  t h a n  t h e  m a n  I  h a d  k n o w n  o f  o ld .  N o  
l e s s  p o l i t e ,  b u t  m o r o  n a t u r a l .  H i s  i n v a r i a b l y  c h a r m i n g  
m a n n e r s  w e r e  e n h a n c e d  b y  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  s o m e t h i n g  l i k o  
f r i e n d l i n e s s .  I n  a u  h o u r ’s  t i m e  1 f e l t  t h a t  I  h a d  m a d e  
m o r e  p r o g r e s s  w i t h  h im  t h a u  I  h a d  in  t h e  w h o l e  o f  o u r  
p r e v i o u s  i n t e r c o u r s e .  I  a t t r i b u t e d  t h i s  c h a n g e  t o  t h e  
p o w e r  o f  l o v o ,  f o r ,  w i f e  o r  110 w i f e ,  i t  w a s  p l a i n  t h a t  t h o  

m a n  l o v e d  h i s  b e a u t i f u l  c o m p a n i o n  w i t h  a l l  t h e  f o r c e  o f  
h i s  s t r o n g  n a t u r e .

Y e t  i t  s h o c k e d  m e  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  a l l  t h e  o l d  a m ­
b i t i o n  w a s  d e a d .  I  m o u r n e d  t h a t  s u c h  a  h i g h l y - g i f t e d  
m a n  c o u l d  a t  h i s  a g e  w i t h d r a w  c o m p l e t e l y  f r o m  t h o  
b a t t l e f i e l d ,  a n d  s e e m  o n l y  t o  s t r i v e  t o  m a k e  l i f e  a s  s o f t  
a n d  s e n s u o u s  a s  i t  m i g h t  b o  p o s s i b l e  f o r  w e a l t h  t o  m a k e  
i t .  1 s p o k o  o n c e  o r  t w i c e  t o  t h i s  e f f e c t ,  b u t  t h e  

d a r k n e s s  o f  l i i s  b r o w  a n d  t h e  s h o r t n e s s  o f  h i s  
a n s w e r s  t o l d  m e  I  t r o d  o n  f o r b i d d e n  g r o u n d .  F o r  h i s  
o w n  s a k e  I  h o p e d  t h a t  t h o  d a y  w o u l d  c o m e  w h e u  h o  
w o u ld  w o a r y  o f  h i s  v o l u p t u o u s  e x i s t e n c e  a n d  l o n g  f o r  
t h e  b r a c i n g  t o n i c s  o f  h a r d  w o r k  a u d  t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  
s u c c e s s .

I  w a s  d e t a i n e d  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  t h r e o  d a y s  l o n g e r .  
V a r g a s  p r e s s e d  m e  t o  t a k e  u p  m y  a b o d e  w i t h  l u m .  I t  
w a s  n o t  w o r t h  w h i l e  t o  d o  t h i s ,  a s  a t  a n y  m o m e n t  I  
m i g h t  b o  o r d e r e d  a w a y .  B u t  I  s p e n t  s e v e r a l  h o u r s  o f  
e a c h  d a y  w i t h  h im .  H e  w a s  a l w a y s  g l a d  t o  s e e  m e .  
P e r h a p s  t h e  s w e e t n e s s  o f  h i s  s e c l u s i o n  w a s  a l r e a d y  
b e g i n n i n g  t o  p a l l  u p o n  h i m ,  a n d  t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  s i g h t  o f  a  
c o m m o n - p l a c e  w o r k - a - d a y  f a c e  w a s  a  w e l c o m e  o n e .

T h e  r o u t e  c a m e  a t  l a s t .  I  b a d e  m y  f r i e n d  g o o d - b y e ,  
a n d  s i g h e d  a s  I  t h o u g h t  h o w  g r i m l y  t h e  s c e n e s  o f  d e a t h  
a n d  m i s e r y  t o  w h i c h  I  w a s  a b o u t  t o  p a s s  w o u l d  c o n t r a s t  
w i t h  t h e  E l y s i u m  I  w a s  q u i t t i n g ,  V a r g a s  a c c o m p a n i e d  

m e  t o  t h e  s t e a m e r  b y  w h i c h  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  j o u r n e y  
w a s  t o  b e  m a d e ,



“  D o  y o u  m e a n  t o  l i v e  h e r e  a l l  y o u r  l i f e  ? ” ■ I  a s k e d .  
“  N o ,  I  s h a l l  g r o w  w e a r y  o f  i t — v e r y  s o o n ,  I  e x p e c t . ”  
“  A n d  t h e n  ? ”
“  T h e n  I  s h a l l  s e l l  e v e r y t h i n g  a n d  t r y  a n o t h e r  l a n d . ”  
“ Y o u  m u s t  b o  r i c h  t o  l i v e  a s  y o u  d o . ”
“  I  w a s  r i c h .  I  h a d  . s ix t y  t h o u s a n d  p o u n d s —- b u t  in  

t h e  l a s t  y e a r  o r  t w o  I  h a v e  s p e n t  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  m y  f o r ­
t u n e . ”  ■

“  T w o - t h i r d s  o f  y o n r  c a p i t a l  ! W h a t ,  f o l l y  I”
I I 0 s h r u g g e d  h i s  s h o u l d e r s ,  a n d  s m i l e d  t h a t  o l d  s u p e ­

r i o r  s m i l e .  T h e n  a  d e e p  g l o o m  s e t t l e d  011 h i s  h a 'n d -  
B o n io  f a c o .

“  I  h a v e  p l e n t y  l e f t — p l e n t y  t o  l a s t  m y  t i m e , ”  l i e  
s a i d .  .

“  W h a t  n o n s e n s e  d o  y o u  t a l k  ! W h a t  d o  y o u  m e a n .b y  
y o u r  t i m e ? ”

l i e  l e a n e d  t o w a r d s  m e ,  p l a c e d  h i s  h a n d  o n  m y  a r m ,  
a n d  l o o k e d  a t  m e  w ith , a u  e x p r e s s i o n  in  h i s  e y e s  w h i c h  
t h r i l l e d  m e .  . :

“ I  m e a n  t h i s , ”  h e  s a i d ,  s l o w l y .  “ I  c o u l d ,  i f  I  

c h o s e ,  t e l l  y o u  t h e  e x a c t  d a y — i f n o t  t h e  e x a c t  h o u r  a t  
w h i e h  I  s h a l l  d i e .  Y o u  s e e  h o w  I  l i v e ,  s o  c a n  u n d e r ­
s t a n d  t h a t  i f  I  h a v e  m o n e y  t o  l a s t  m y  t i m e ,  t h a t  t im e  is  
s h o r t . ”  . .

“ M y  d e a r  f e l l o w ! ”  I  e x c l a i m e d ,  “  h a v o  y o u  a n y  
c o m p l a i n t — a u y  s e c r e t  m a l a d y  ? ”  ’
. “  N o n e — I a m  h a lo  a n d  s o u n d  a s  y o u .  N e v e r t h e l e s s  

1  s h a l l  d i e  a s  I  h a v e  s a i d . ”
H i s  a b s o l u t e  c o n v i c t i o n  i m p r e s s e d  m e  m o r e  t h a n ' I  

c a r e d  t o  s h o w .  “ A  m a n  m u s t  d i e  o f  s o m e t h i n g  s p e c i f i c , ”  
I  s a id ,  “  I f  y o u  c a n  p r e d i c t  y o u r  i l l n e s s ,  c a u  y o u  n o t  
t a k a  s t e p s  t o  p r o l o n g  y o u r  l i f e  ?”

“  P r o l o n g  r a y  l i f e  ! ”  h o  e c h o e d  a s  o n e  in  a  d r e a m .  
“  Y e s ,  I  c a n  p r o l o n g  m y  l i f o — b n t  I  w i l l  n o t , ”

I  c o u l d  o n l y  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  P a u l  V a r g a s  m e d i t a t e d  
s e l f - d e s t r u c t i o n .

“  W h y  s h o u l d  y o u  n o t  e n r e  f o  l i v e  ?” I  u r g e d .
“  C a r e  t o  l i v o  ? ”  h e  c r i e d  b i t t e r l y .  “  M a n ,  1 r e v e l  iu  

l i f e  ! I  h a v e  y o u t h ,  s t r e n g t h ,  l o v e — f a m e  I  c o u l d  h a v e  i f  
I  w i s h e d  f o r  i t .  Y e t  i t  i s  b e c a u s e  I  m a y  h a v e  fe w 6 r  
t e m p t a t i o n s  t o  p r o l o n g  m y  l i f e  t h a t  I  a m . s q u a n d e r i n g  
i n y  w e a l t h — t h a t  I  l e t  a m b i t i o n  b e c k o n  i u  v a i n — t h a t ,  
w h e n  t h e  m o m e n t  d r a w s  n e a r ,  I  s h a l l  f o r s a k e  t h e  w o m a n  
I  l o v e . ”

I t  w n s  a s  I  g u e s s e d  y e a r s  a g o ,  P a u l  V a r g a s  w a s  m a d  ! 
H e  s a n k  i n t o  m o o d y  s i l e n c e ,  b r o k e n  o n l y  w h e n  t h o  

m o m e n t  o f  m y  d e p a r t u r e  c a m e .  T h e n  l i e  r o u s e d  h i m s e l f ,  
s h o o k  h a n d s  w i t h  m e  a n d  b a d e  m e  g o o d  s p e e d .

“  W e  s h a l l  m e e t  a g a i n  .s o m e  d a y , ”  I  s a i d  c h e e r f u l l y .  
H i s  d a r k  e y e s  g l e a m e d  w i t h  a l l  t h e  o l d  s c o r n  t h e y  w e r e  

w o n t  t o  e x p r e s s  w l io u  a n y  o n e ,  w h o s e  w o r d s  w e r e  n o t  
w o r t h  l i s t e n i n g  t o ,  o p p o s e d  h im  in  a r g u m e n t *

“  W e  s h a l l  m e e t  n o  m o r e , ”  l i e  s a i d ,  c u r t l y  a n d  c o l d l y ,  
t u r n i n g  a w a y  a n d  r e t r a c i n g  h i s  s t e p s .

H e  w a s  w r o n g .  W e  m e t  a .g a in  ! ^
I  w o r k e d  t h r o u g h  t h o  c h o l e r a :  s a w  m a n y  . a w f u l  

s i g h t s  : g a i n e d  m u c h  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  a  c e r t a i n  a m o u n t  oE 
p r a i s e .  O n  m y  w a y  h o m e  I  i n q u i r e d  f o r  V a r g a s ,  a n d  
f o u n d  h e  h a d  d i s p o s e d  o f  h i s  h o u s e  a n d  i t s  e n t i r e  c o n ­
t e n t s ,  d e p a r t i n g ,  110 o n e  k n e w  w h i t h e r .

T w o  y e a r s  w e n t  b y  : I w a s  s t i l l  u n s e t t l e d  : s t i l l  h o l d ­
i n g  r o v i n g  c o m m i s s i o n s .  I  b l u s h  t o  s a y  t h a t  I  h a d  b e e n  

a t t a c k e d  b y  t h e  g o l d  f e v e r ,  a n d  in  i n y  h a s t e  t o  g r o w  r ic h  
h a d  l o s t ,  in  m i n i n g ,  n e a r l y  a l l  I  p o s s e s s e d .  I  c u r e d  m y ­
s e l f  b e f o r e  t h e  d i s e a s e  g r e w  c h r o n i c ,  b n t  a s h a m e d  t o  
r e t u r n  a l l  b u t  p e n n i l e s s  t o  E n g l a n d ,  I  s o j o u r n e d  f o r  a  
w h i l e  in  o n e  o f  t h o s e  m u s h r o o m  t o w n s  o f  A m e r i c a —^ t o w n s  
w h i c h  s p r i n g  n p  a l m o s t  i u  a  n i g h t ,  w h e r e v e r  t h e r e  i s  a  

c h a n c e  o f  m a k i n g  m o n e y .  ;

I  r a t h e r  l i k e d  t l i e  l i f e .  I t  w a s  r o u g h  b u t  f u l l  o f  i n ­
t e r e s t .  T h o  t o w n  h e l d  s e v e r a l  t h o u s a n d  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  s o  
t h e r o  w a s  p l e n t y  o f  w o r k  f o r  m e  a n d  a n o t h e r  d o c t o r .  I f  
o u r  p a t i e n t s  w e r e  i n  l u c k ,  w e  w e r e  w e l l  p a i d  f o r  o u r  s e r ­
v i c e s  ; i f ,  a s  w a s  u s u a l l y  t h e  c a s e ,-  t h e y  w e r e  o u t ' b f  l i i c k ,  
w e  r e c e i v e d  n o t h i n g  a n d  w e r e  n o t  s o  f o o l i s h  a s  t o  e x p e c t  
m o r e .  S t i l l ,  t a k i n g  o n e  w i t h  a n o t h e r ,  -I f o u n d  t h e  h e a l ­

i n g  a r t  p a i d  m e  m u c h  b e t t e r  t h a n  m i n i n g .  M y  s t u d i e s  o f  
h u m a n  n a t u r e  w e r e  c e r t a i n l y  e x t e n d e d  a t  N e w  D u r h a m .'  
I  m e t  w i t h  a l l  s o r t s  ,.o fr c h a r a c t e r s ,  f r o m  t h o  e d u c a t e d  
g e n t l e m a n  w h o  h a d .  c o m o . o u t  t o  w i n  w e a l t h  b y  t h o  
s w e a t  o f  h i s  b r o w  d o w n  to  t h o  . l o w e s t  r u f f ia n  w h o  l iv e d ,  
b y  p l u n d e r i n g  l i i s  o w n  k i n d  ; a n d  m y  e x p e r i e n c e s  w e r e  
s u c h  t h a t  w h e n  j. d i d  r e t u r n  TiO, J ^ n g la n d  I  w a s  c o m p e t e n t  
t o  w r i t e  a s  a n  a u t h o r i t y  o n  t h e  p r o p e r  t r e a t m e n t  o f  
g u n s h o t  w o u n d s .  .

O n e  e v e n i n g  I  m o t  t h e  o t h e r  d o c t o r .:  W o  w e r e  t h e
b e s t  o f  f r i e n d s .  A s  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  w a s  a t  p r e s e n t  c o n ­
s t i t u t e d ,  t h o r o  w a s  n o  o c c a s i o n  f o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  r i v a l r y .  
O u r  h a n d s  w e r e  a l w a y s ,  fu l l  oE w o r k .  I n d e o d ,  i f  ,w o  
m a n o e u v r e d  a t  a l l  a g a i n s t  e a c h  o t h o r ,  i t  w a s  w i t h  t h o  
v i e w  o f  s h u n t i n g  o f f  a  t r o u b l e s o m e  p a t i e n t .

. “  I  w i s h  y o u ’d  l o o k  in  n t  W e b b e r ’s  w h e n  y o u  p a s s , ”  
s a i d  D r .  J o n e s .  “  T h e r e ’s  a  p a t i e n t  o f  m i n e  t h o r o .  H e ’s  
g o i n g  t o  d i e ,  b u t  f o r  t h e  l i f e  o f . m o  I  c a n ' t  t e l l  w l i a t  a i l s  
h i m . ”  . .

. I  p r o m i s e d  f o  c a l l  a n d  g i v e  m y  o p in io n  011 t h e  c a s e .  , 
W e b b e r ’s - w a s  a  m i x t u r e  .o f  d r i n k i n g  b a r ,  g a m b l i n g  

h e l l ,  a n d  l o d g i n g  h o u s e .  I t s  p a t r o n s  w e r o  n o t  o f  t h e  
m o s t  s e l e c t  c l a s s ;  a n d .  t h e  s c u f f l e s  a n d  r o w s  t h a t  w e n t  
011 t h e r e  m a d e  t h e  h o u s e -  a  d i s g r a c e  e v e n  t o  N e w  D u r ­
h a m .  B y  t h i s  t i m e  I  w a s  t o o  w e l l  k n o w n  t o  fe a t-  in s u lt ,  
e v e n  in  t h e  l o w e s t  d e n  o f  i n f a m y ,  s o  I  e n t e r e d  b o l d l y  
a n d  a s k e d  t o  b e  c o n d u c t e d  to  D r .  J o n e s ’s  p a t i e n t .  .

A  b l o w s y ,  s o d d e n - f a c e d ,  v i c i o u s - l o o k i n g  w o m a n  l e d  
m e  u p s t a i r s  a u d  t u r n e d ,  t h e  h a n d le  o f  a  d o o r .

“ H o  o u g h t  t o  b e  d e a d  b y  n o w , ”  s h e  s a i d .  “ I f  t h e  
d o c t o r  c a n ’ t  c u r e  h im ,  o r  h e  d o n ’ t  d ie .  in  t w o  d a y s ,  o u t  
h e  b u n d l e s . ”

■ I  w a l k e d  i n t o  t h e  r o o m ,  t a k i n g  110 n o t i c e  o f  t h e  b r u ­
t a l  t h r e a t .  T h o r o ,  o n  a  w r e t c h e d  a p o l o g y  f o r  a  b e d — - 
w i t h  a  l o o k  o f  h e a r t - r e n d i n g  d e s p a i r  in. h i s  l a r g e  d a r k  
e y e s ,  l a y  P a u l  V a r g a s  ! ~

I  t h o u g h t  1 m u s t  b e  d r e a m i n g .  T h e  m a n . I  h a d  s o o i i  
l i t t l e  m o r e  t h a n  t w o  y e a r s  a g o ,  l a p p e d  iu  a b s u r d  l u x u r y —  
s p e n d i n g  m o n e y  l i k e  w a t e r  to  g r a t i f y  e v e r y  t a s t e ,  e v e r y  
d e s i r e — n o w  l y i n g  i n  t h i s  w r e t c h e d  d e n ,  a n d  i f  J o n e s ’s  
v i e w  o f  t h e  c a s e  w a s  c o r r e c t ,  d y i n g  l i k o  a  d o g !  I  s h u d ­
d e r e d  w i t h  h o r r o r  a n d  h a s t e n e d  t o  h i s  s i d e .

H e  k n e w  1110. H e  w a s  c o n s c i o u s .  1 c o u l d  t e l l  t h a t  
m u c h  b y  t h e  l i g h t  w h i c h  l e a p t  i n t o  l i i s  e y e s  a s  I  a p ­
p r o a c h e d .

“  V a r g a s ,  m y  p o o r  f e l l o w , ”  I  s a i d  ; ‘‘ w h a t  d o e s  t h i s  
m e a n  ?”  .

A s  I  s p o k e  I  r e m e m b e r e d  h o w  h e  h a d  p r e d i c t e d  h i s  
o w u  d e a t h .  H e  m u s t  h a v e  r e m e m b e r e d  i t  t o o ,  f o r  
a l t h o u g h  h e  m a d e  n o  r e p l y ,  a n d  l a y  s t i l l  a s  a  l o g ,  t h e r e  
w a s  a  l o o k  i n  h i s  e y e s  w h i c h  m i g h t  e x p r e s s  t h e  s a t i s f a c ­
t i o n  f e l t  b y  a  s u c c e s s f u l  p r o p h e t ,  w h e n  o n e  w h o  h a s  
l a u g h e d  a t  h i s  f o r e c a s t  i s  b o u n d ,  a t  l a s t ,  t o  r e a l i s e  i t s  
c o r r e c t n e s s .  .

I  a d d r e s s e d  l i i m  a g a i n  a n d  a g a i n .  N o t  a w o r d d i d h o  
a n s w e r ;  s o  a t  l a s t - 1  w a s  c o m p e l l e d  t o  t h i n k  t h a , t h i s  p o w e r  
oE s p e e c h  w a s  g o n e .  . T h e n  I  w e n t  f o  w o r k  t o  t h o r o u g h l y  
i n s p e c t  h i m  a n d  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  h i s  c o m p l a i n t .

I  s o u n d e d  h i m , t e s t e d  e v e r y  o r g a n ,  e x a m i n e d  e v e r y  l i m b ;  
b u t  l i k e  m y  c o l l e a g u e  w a s  u t t e r l y  u n a b l e  t o  f iu d  t h o  
c a u s e  o f  l i i s  i l l n e s s .  O f  c o u r s e  I  l a b o u r e d  u n d e r  t h e  g r e a t  
d i s a d v a n t a g e  o f  b e i n g  u n a b l e  t o  g e t  a  w o r d  o f  d e s c r i p ­
t i o n  o f  h i s  p a i n s  f r o m  t l i o  p a t i e n t  h i m s e l f .  1 s a t i s f i e d  
m y s e l f  t h a t  h e  h a d  a b s o l u t e l y  l o s t  t h e  p o w e r  o£  m o v i n g  
h i s  l i m b s .  T h i s  u t t e r  h e l p l e s s n e s s  m a d e  m e  f a n c y  t h e  
s p i u e  m i g h t  b o  b r o k e n ,  b u t  i t  w a s  .n o t '  s o .  ' P a r a l y s i s  
s u g g e s t e d  i t s e l f ,  b u t  t h e  o b v i o u s l y  c l e a r  s t a t e  o f  t h e  
m i n d  a s  s h o w n  b y  t h o s e  e l o q u e n t  e y e s  w a s  s u f f i c i e n t  to  

:s e n d  t h i s  i d e a  t o  t h o  b a c k g r o u n d . ’ A t  l a s t  I  g a v e  u p  
f a i r l y  b a f f l e d ,  I  c o u l d  g i v e ;  n o : n a m e  t o  h i s  a i l m e n t —  
c o u l d  f i x  n o  s e a t  f o r  i t .  H i s  b o d i l y  w e a k n e s s  w a s  g r e a t  ; 
b n t  w e a k n e s s  m u s t  b e  c a u s e d  b y  s o m e t h i n g .  W h a t  w a s  
t h a t  s o m e t h i n g  ? S o  . f a r  a s  m y  k n o w l e d g e  w e n t  t h e r e

■ w a s  n o  s p e c i f i c  d i s e a s e ; y e t  I  w a s  m  c e r t a i n  a s  D r .  J o n e s  
t h a t  P a u l  V a r g a s ,  i f  n o t  d y i n g ,  w a s  a b o u t  t o  d ie *



A n d  u n d e r n e a t h  u s  w a s  t h o  d i n  o f  d r u n k e n  m e n  a n d  
u n s e x e d  w o m e n .  R i b a l d r y  a n d  b l a s p h e m y ,  o a t h s  a n d  
s h r i e k s ,  l a u g h t e r  a n d  s h o u t s ,  r o s e  a n d  p e n e t r a t e d  t h e  
f r a i l  p l a n k s  w h i c h  b o u n d e d  t h e  s m a l l ,  d i r t y  r o o m  in  
w h i c h  t h e  s u f f e r e r  l a y .  A t  a l l  c o s t  h e  m u s t  b e  m o v e d  
t o  m o r e  c o m f o r t a b l e  q u a r t e r s .

I  w e n t  d o w n s t a i r s  a n d  q u e s t i o n e d  t h e  W e b b e r s  a s  t o  
l i o w  h e  c a m e  t h e r e .  A l l  t h e y  k n e w  w a s  t h a t  l a t e  o n e  
n i g h t  t h e  m a n  e n t e r e d  t h e  h o u s e  a n d  a s k e d  f o r  a  b e d .  
H e  w a s  a c c o m m o d a t e d  w i t h  o n e ,  a n d  f o r  t w o  d a y s  n o  o n e  
t r o u b l e d  a b o u t  h i m .  T h e n  s o m e  o n e  l o o k e d  h i m  u p  a n d  
f o u n d  h i m  i n  h i s  p r e s e n t  d e p l o r a b l e  s t a t e .  O n e  o f  t h e  
i n m a t e s ,  w h o  h a d  a  g r a i n  o f  k i n d n e s s  l e f t ,  f e t c h e d  D r .  

J o n e s .  T h a t  w a s  a l l  t h e y  k n e w  o f  t h e  a f f a ir .

I  m a n a g e d  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  f o u r  s t r o n g  a n d  
a l m o s t  s o b e r  m e n .  I  p a i d  w h a t  r e c k o n i n g  w a s  d u e  a t  
W e b b e r ’s ,  t h e n  s e t  a b o u t  r e m o v i n g  t h e  p o o r  f e l l o w .  H e  
w a s  c a r r i e d  c a r e f u l l y  d o w n s t a i r s ,  l a i d  o n  a n  e x t e m ­
p o r i s e d  s t r e t c h e r ,  a n d  b o r n e  t o  m y  h o u s e ,  w h i c h ,  f o r ­
t u n a t e l y ,  w a s  o n l y  a  f e w  h u n d r e d  y a r d s  a w a y .  D u r i n g  
t h e  t r a n s i t  h e  w a s  p e r f e c t l y  c o n s c i o u s ,  b u t  h e  s p o k e  n o  
w o r d ,  n o r ,  b y  a n y  a c t  o f  h i s  o w n ,  m o v e d  h a n d  o r  f o o t .  
I  s a w  h i m  s a i e l y  i n s t a l l e d  i n  m y  o w n  b e d ,  a n d  h a v i n g  
s a t i s f i e d  m y s e l f  t h a t  n o  i m m e d i a t e  e v i l  w a s  l i k e l y  t o  
r e s u l t  f r o m  t h e  r e m o v a l ,  w e n t  o u t  t o  l o o k  f o r  s o m e  o n e  

t o  n u r s e  h im .

I  w a s  o b l i g e d  t o  s e e k  e x t r a n e o u s  a i d ,  a s  m y  h o u s e h o l d  
c o n s i s t e d  o f  a n  o l d  n e g r o  w h o  c a m e  o f  a  m o r n i n g  t o  
c o o k  m y  b r e a k f a s t  a n d  t i d y  u p  t h e  p l a c e .  E x c e p t  f o r  

t h i s  I  w a s  m y  o w n  s e r v a n t .
D e c e n t  w o m e n  in  a  p l a c e  l i k e  N e w  D u r h a m  a r e  f e w  

a n d  f a r  b e t w e e n ,  b u t  a t  l a s t  I : f o u n d  o n e  t o  w h o m  I  
t h o u g h t  I  m i g h t  v e n t u r e  t o  e n t r u s t  m y  p a t i e n t ,  a n d  w h o ,  
f o r  a  h a n d s o m e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  c o n s e n t e d  t o  a c t  a s  s i c k -  
n u r s e .  I  t o o k  h e r  b a c k  w i t h  m e  a n d  i n s t r u c t e d  h e r  t o  
d o  w h a t  s e e m e d  t o  m e  b e s t  f o r  t h e  p o o r  f e l l o w .  S h e  
w a s  t o  g i v e  h i m ,  a s  o f t e n  a s  h e  w o u l d  t a k e  t h e m ,  b r a n d y  
a n d  w a t e r  a n d  s o m e  n o u r i s h i n g  s p o o n  m e a t .

V a r g a s  w a s  n o w  l y i n g  w i t h  h i s  e y e s  s h u t .  E x c e p t  
t h a t  h e  u n d o u b t e d l y  b r e a t h e d ,  h e  m i g h t  b e  d e a d .  I  w a t c h ­
e d  h i m  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  a n  h o u r ,  y e t  f o u n d  h i s  s t a t e  a  
g r e a t e r  p u z z l e  t h a n  e v e r .  S o  u t t e r l y  a t  s e a  I  w a s  t h a t  
I  d a r e d  n o t  p r e s c r i b e  f o r  h im ,  f e a r i n g  I  m i g h t  d o  m o r e  
h a r m  t h a n  g o o d .

I t  w a s  g r o w i n g  l a t e .  I  h a d  a  l o n g  h a r d  d a y  b e f o r e  m e  
o n  t h e  m o r r o w .  I  h a d  t o  r i d e  m a n y  m i l e s ,  a n d  d o u b t e d  
w h e t h e r  I  c o u l d  g e t  b a c k  t h e  s a m e  d a y .  Y e t ,  l a t e  a s  i t  

w a s ,  I  d i d  n o t  r e t i r e  t o  r e s t  b e f o r e  I  h a d  t h o r o u g h l y  
e x a m i n e d  t h e  c l o t h e s  a n d  o t h e r  p e r s o n a l  m a t t e r s  w h i c h  
I  h a d  b r o u g h t  f r o m  W e b b e r ’s  w i t h  t h e  s i c k  m a n .  I  
h o p e d  t o  c o m e  a c r o s s  t h e  n a m e  o f  s o m e  f r i e n d  t o  w h o m  
I  c o u l d  w r i t e  a n d  m a k e  h i s  s t a t e  k n o w n .  M o n e y  o r  
a r t i c l e s  o f  v a l u e  I  h a d  l i t t l e  e x p e c t a t i o n  o f  f i n d i n g — s u c h  
t h i n g s  w o u l d  s o o n  d i s a p p e a r  f r o m  t h e  p e r s o n  o f  a n y  o n e  
w h o  l a y  d y i n g  a t  W e b b e r ’s  !

T h e  o n l y  s c r a p  o f  w r i t i n g  I  m e t  w i t h  w a s  a  l e t t e r  in  a  
w o m a n ’s  h a n d .  I t  w a s  s h o r t ,  a n d  a l t h o u g h  e v e r y  w o r d  
s h o w e d  p a s s i o n a t e  l o v e ,  i t  e n d e d  i n  a  m a i m e r  w h i c h  t o l d  
m e  t h a t  a  s e p a r a t i o n  h a d  t a k e n  p l a c e .
;«> “  Y o u  m a y  l e a v e  m e , ”  i t  r a n  ; “ y o u  m a y  h i d e  y o u r ­
s e l f  in  t h e  f a r t h e s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  w o r l d  : y e t  w h e n  t h e  
m o m e n t ,  y o u  k n o w  o f ,  c o m e s  a n d  y o u  n e e d  m e ,  I  s h a l l  
f i n d  y o u .  T i l l  t h e n ,  f a r e w e l l . ”

O n  t h e  f l y  l e a f  w a s  p e n c i l l e d ,  i n  V a r g a s ’s  p e c u l i a r  
h a n d w r i t i n g ,  “ I f  I  c a n  f in d  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  w i l l  t o  
l e a v e  h e r ,  m y  b e l o v e d ,  s u r e l y  I  c a n  d i e  i n  s e c r e t  a n d  
i n  s i l e n c e . ”

T h e r e  w a s  n o  e n v e l o p e ,  n o  d a t e ,  n o  a d d r e s s ,  n o  s i g ­
n a t u r e  t o  t h e  l e t t e r .  A l l  i t  s h o w e d  m o  w a s  t h a t  P a u l  
V a r g a s  s t i l l  c l u n g  t o  h i s  m o r b i d  p r o p h e c y — t h a t  h e  h a d  
m a d e  u p  h i s  m i n d  h e  w a s  t o  d i e ,  a n d ,  i t  m a y  b e ,  h a d  b e e n  
d r i v e n  i n t o  h i s  p r e s e n t  s t a t e  b y  l i i s  s t r a n g e  m o n o m a n i a ;  
T h e  m y s t e r y  w a s — w h y  s h o u l d  h e  l e a v e  t h e  w o m a n  h e  
l o v e d  a n d  c o m e  h e r e  t o  d i e  a l o n e  a n d  u n c a r e d  f o r  ? Ifc 

w a s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  j u s t  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  i n  s o m e  w a y  h e  h a d

l e a r n t  t h a t  I  w a s  in  N e w  D u r h a m ,  a n d  w h e n  i l l n e s s  
o v e r t o o k  h i m ,  w a s  m a k i n g  h i s  w a y  t o  m e .

T h i s  c o u l d  o n l y  b e  e x p l a i n e d  b y  t h e  m a n  h i m s e l f ,  a n d  
h e  w a s  w i t h o u t  p o w e r  o f  s p e e c h .  .

A f t e r  g i v i n g  t h e  n u r s e  s t r i c t  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  c a l l  m e  i f  
h e r  c h a r g e ’ s  c o n d i t i o n  s h o w e d  a n y  c h a n g e ,  I  w e n t  t o  t h e  
b e d  I  h a d  r i g g e d  u p  in  m y  s i t t i n g  r o o m ,  a n d  in  a  m i n u t e  
w a s  f a s t  a s l e e p .  A f t e r  I  h a d  s l e p t  f o r  a b o u t  t h r e e  h o u r s ,  
a  k n o c k i n g  a t  m y  d o o r  a r o u s e d  m e .  I  o p e n e d  i t  a n d  
f o u n d  t h e  n u r s e  s t a n d i n g  o u t s i d e .  H e r  b o n n e t  a n d  c l o a k  
w e r e  o n ,  a n d  b y  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  l a m p  s h e  c a r r i e d  w i t h  a  
t r e m u l o u s  h a n d  I  s a w  t h a t  h e r  f a c e  w a s  g h a s t l y  p a l e ,  b u t  
n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  w e a r i n g  a  d e f i a n t ,  i n j u r e d  l o o k .

“ W h a t i s  t h e  m a t t e r  ?”  I  a s k e d .
“ I ’m  g o i n g  h o m e , ”  s h e  s a i d ,  s u l l e n l y .

“  G o i n g  h o m e  ! N o n s e n s e  ! G o  b a c k  t o  t h e  s i c k  r o o m .  
I s  t h e  m a n  w o r s e  ?”

“ I  w o u l d n ’ t  g o  b a c k  f o r  a  h u n d r e d  p o u n d s — I ’m  

g o i n g  h o m e . ”

T h i n k i n g  s o m e  s u d d e n  w h i m  h a d  s e i z e d  h e r ,  I  e x ­
p o s t u l a t e d ,  c o m m a n d e d ,  a n d  e n t r e a t e d .  S h e  w a s  i n f l e x i ­
b l e .  T h e n  I  i n s i s t e d  u p o n  k n o w i n g  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  
s u c h  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  c o n d u c t .  F o r  a  w h i l e  s h e  r e f u s e d  t o  
g i v e  m e  a n y  e x p l a n a t i o n .  A t  l a s t ,  s h e  s a id  s h e  h a d  b e e n  
f r i g h t e n e d  t o  d e a t h .  I t  w a s  t h e  m a n ’s  e y e s ,  s h e  a d d e d ,  

w i t h  a  s h i v e r .  H e  h a d  o p e n e d  t h e m  a n d  s t a r e d  a t  h e r .  
T h e  m o m e n t  I  h e a r d  t h i s  I  r a n  t o  h i s  r o o m ,  f e a r i n g  t h e  
w o r s t .  I  f o u n d  n o t h i u g  t o  e x c i t e  a la r m  ; V a r g a s  w a s  
q u i e t ,  a p p a r e n t l y  s l e e p i n g .  S o  I  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  s t u p i d  
w o m a n ,  r a t e d  h e r  s o u n d l y  a n d  b a d e  h e r  g o  b a c k  a n d  

r e s u m e  h e r  d u t i e s .

N o t  s h e  ! H o r s e s  w o u l d  n o t  d r a g  h e r  i n t o  t h a t  r o o m  
a g a i n — r in o n e y  w o u l d  n o t  b r i b e  h e r  t o  r e - e n t e r  i t .  T h e  
m a n  h a d  l o o k e d  a t  h e r  w i t h  t h o s e  f e a r f u l  e y e s  o f  h i s ,  u n ­
t i l  s h e  f e l t  t h a t  i n  a n o t h e r  m o m e n t  s h e  m u s t  g o  m a d  o r  
d i e .  W h y  d i d  s h o  n o t  m o v e  o u t  o f  t h e  r a n g e  o f  h i s  
v i s i o n  ? iS h e  h a d  d o n e  60 ; b u t  i t  w a s  a l l  t h e  s a m e ,  s h e  
k n e w  h e  w a s  s t i l l  l o o k i n g  a t  h e r — h o  w a s  l o o k i n g  a t  h e r  
e v e n  n o w — s h e  w o u l d  n e v e r  g e t  a w a y  f r o m  t h a t  l o o k  

u n t i l  s h e  w a s  o u t  o f  t h e  h o u s e .
B y  t h i s  t i m e  t h e  f o o l i s h  c r e a t u r e  w a s  t r e m b l i n g  l i k e  a  

l e a f ; a n d ,  m o r e o v e r ,  h a d  w o r k e d  h e r s e l f  u p  t o  a  p i t c h  
b o r d e r i n g  o n  h y s t e r i a .  E v e n  i f  I  c o u l d  h a v e  c o n v i n c e d  
h e r  o f  h e r  f o l l y ,  s h e  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  u s e l e s s  f o r  n u r s i n g  
p u r p o s e s ,  s o  I  t o l d  h e r  t o  g e t  o u t  o f  t h e  h o u s e  a s  s o o n  
a s  s h e  l i k e d  ; t h e n ,  s u l k i l y  d r a w i n g  o n  m y  c l o t h e s ,  w e n t  
t o  s p e n d  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  n i g h t  b y  V a r g a s ’s  b e d .

H i s  p u l s e  s t i l l  b e a t  w i t h  f e e b l e  r e g u l a r i t y .  H e  s e e m e d  
i n  w a n t  o f  n o t h i n g  ; s o  I  p l a c e d  a  l o w  c h a ir  n e a r  t h e  b e d  
a n d  s a t  d o w n .  A s  I  s a t  t h e r e ,  m y  h e a d  w a s  j u s t  o n  a  
l e v e l  w i t h  h i s  p i l l o w .  I  w a t c h e d  t h e  p a l e  s t i l l  f a c e  
f o r  s o m e  t i m e ,  th era  I  f e l l  i n t o  a  d o z e .  I  w o k e ,  
l o o k e d  o n c e  m o r e  a t  V a r g a s ,  t h e n  a g a i n  c l o s e d  m y  e y e s ,  
a n d  t h i s  t i m e  r e a l l y  s l e p t  ; f e e l i n g  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  
s l i g h t e s t  m o v e m e n t  o f  h i s  h e a d  o n  t h e  p i l l o w  w o u l d  
a r o u s e  m e ,  I  d i d  n o t  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  d r o w s i n e s s .

P r e s e n t l y  1  b e g a n  t o  d r e a m — a  d r e a m  s o  i n c o h e r e n t  
t h a t  I  c a n  g i v e  n o  c l e a r  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  i t .  S o m e t h i n g  
o r  s o m e  o n e  w a s  t r y i n g  t o  o v e r p o w e r  m e ,  w h e t h e r  m e n ­
t a l l y  o r  p h y s i c a l l y  I  c a n n o t  s a y .  I  w a s  r e s i s t i n g  t o  t h e  
b e s t  o f  m y  a b i l i t y ,  t h e  f in a l  s t r u g g l e  f o r  m a s t e r y  w a s  
j u s t  i m m i n e n t ,  w h e n ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  I  a w o k e  t o  f in d  P a u l  
V a r g a s ’ s  l u m i n o u s  e y e s ,  w i t h  s t r a n g e l y  d i l a t e d  p u p i l s ,  
g a z i n g  f u l l y  i n t o  m i n e .  T h e  w h o l e  s t r e n g t h  o f  h i s  m i n d ,  
h i s  v e r y  s o u l ,  s e e m e d  t o  b e  t h r o w n  iu t o  t h a t  f i x e d  

g a z e .
I  s e e m e d  t o  s h r i v e l  u p  a n d  g r o w  s m a l l  b e n e a t h  i t .  

T h o s e  d a r k ,  m a s t e r f u l  e y e s  h e l d  m e  s p e l l - b o u n d  ; f a s ­
c i n a t e d  m e  ; d e p r i v e d  m e  o f  v o l i t i o n  o r  p o w e r  o f  m o t i o n  ; 
f e t t e r e d  m e ; f o r b a d e  m e  e v e n  t o  b l i n k  a n  e y e l i d .  W i t h  
a  s t r o n g  s t e a d y  s t r o k e  t h e y  p i e r c e d  m e  t h r o u g h  a n d  
t h r o u g h ,  a n d  I  f e l t  t h e y  m e a n t  t o  s u b j u g a t e  m y  m i n d  
e v e n  a s  t h e y  h a d  a l r e a d y  s u b j u g a t e d  m y  b o d y ,  a n d  a s  
t h e i r  g a z e  g r e w  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  i n t e n s e ,  I  k n e w  t h a t  i n  

a n o t h e r  m o m e n t  1  m u s t  b e  t h e i r  s l a v e  !



W i t h  t h i s  t h o u g h t  m y  o w n  t h o u g h t s  f a d e d .  F o r  a  
w h i l e  a l l  s e e m e d  d i m ,  m i s t y ,  a n d  i n e x p l i c a b l e ,  b u t  e v e n  
t h r o u g h  t h e  m i s t  I  s e e  t h o s e  t w o  p o i n t s  g l o w i n g  w i t h  
d a r k  s u s t a i n e d  f i r e .  I  c a n  r e s i s t  n o  l o n g e r ,  I  a m  c o n ­
q u e r e d ,  m y  w i l l  h a s  q u i t t e d  m e  a n d  i s  a n o t h e r ’ s  ! _

T h e n  t h o u g h t  c a m e  q u i c k l y  e n o u g h .  I  a m  i l l — d y i n g  
i n  n s t r a n g e  p l a c e .  T h e r e  i s  o n e  1 l o v e ;  S h e  i s  m i l e s  
a n d  m i l e s  a w a y  ; b u t  n o t  t o o  f a r  t o  r e a c h  m e  i n  t i m e .  
A  b u r n i n g  d e s i r e  t o  w r i t e  t o  h e r  c o m e s  o v e r  m e .  I  m u s t  
a n d  w i l l  w r i t e  b e f o r e  i t  i s  t o o  l a t e !  Y e t i  c u r s e  m y s e l f  
f o r  t h e  w i s h  a s  i n  s o m e  d i m  w a y  I  k n o w  t h a t  s o m e  
f e a r f u l  t h i n g  m u s t  h a p p e n  i f  s h e  f i n d s  m e  a l i v e .

T h e n  a l l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  l e a v e s  m e ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  I  h a v e  
t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  I  a m  o u t  o f  d o o r s  a n d  c a n  f e e l  t h e  n i g h t  
a i r  o n  m y  b r o w .  S u d d e n l y  I  c o m e  t o  m y s e l f .  I  a m  
s t a n d i n g ,  b a r e h e a d e d ,  c l o s e  t o  t h e  p o s t - o f f i c e ,  w i t h  a  
k i n d  o f  i d e a  i n  m y  b e w i l d e r e d  b r a i n  t h a t  I  h a v e  j u s t  
p o s t e d  a  l e t t e r .  I  f e e l  b a t t e r e d  a n d  s h a k e n ,  l a r g e  b e a d s  
o f  p e r s p i r a t i o n  a r e  o n  m y  f o r e h e a d .  I n  a  d e a d  w a y  I  
w a l k  b a c k  t o  m y  h o u s e ,  t h e  d o o r  o f  w h i c h  I  f in d  l e f t  w id e  
o p e n — a n  a c t  o f  t r u s t f u l n e s s  s c a r c e l y  d u e  t o  N e w  D u r h a m .  
I  e n t e r ,  t h r o w  m y s e l f  i n t o  a  c h a ir ,  a n d  s h u d d e r  a t  w h a t  

h a s  t a k e n  p l a c e .  _
N o — n o t  a t  w h a t  h a s  t a k e n  p l a c e ,  b u t  a t  w h a t  m i g h t  

h a v e  t a k e n  p l a c e .  F o r  I  k n o w  t h a t  P a u l  V a r g a s ,  a l ­
t h o u g h  s p e e c h l e s s  a n d  m o r e  h e l p l e s s  t h a n  a n  in f a n t ,  
h a s  b y  t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  s o m e  s t r a n g e  w e i r d  m e n t a l  p o w e r ,  
s o  i n f l u e n c e d  m e  t h a t  I  h a v e  i d e n t i f i e d  m y s e l f  w i t h  h im ,  
a n d  d o n e  a s  h e  w o u l d  h a v e  d o n e .  H i s  u n s p o k e n  c o m ­
m a n d s  m a y  h a v e  w o r k e d  n o  e v i l ,  b u t  I  s h u d d e r  a s  I  f e e l  
s u r e  t h a t  h a d  h e  o r d e r e d  m e ,  w h i l s t  in  t h a t  m e s m e r ic  
s t a t e ,  t o  m u r d e r  m y  b e s t  f r i e n d ,  I  s h o u l d  h a v e  d o n e  s o .

I t  w a s  o n l y  w h e n  a n n o y a n c e  a n d  a n g e r  s u c c e e d e d  
f e a r ,  I  f o u n d  m y s e l f  a b l e  t o  r e t u r n  t o  h i m .  I  f e l t  m u c h  
m o r t i f i e d  t h a t  I ,  i n  t h e  f u l l  v i g o u r  o f  m a n h o o d ,  h a d  b e e n  
c o n q u e r e d  a n d  e n s l a v e d  b y  t h e  a c t  o f  a  s t r o n g e r  w i l l  
t h a n  m y  o w n .  I  w e n t  b a c k  to  t h e  s i c k - r o o m ,  a n d  f o u n d  
V a r g a s  l y i n g  w i t h  c l o s e d  e y e s .  I  l a i d  m y  h a n d  o n  h i s  

s h o u l d e r ,  b e n t  d o w n  t o  l i i s  e a r  a n d  s a i d  :—
‘f W l i e n  y o u  r e c o v e r  I  w i l l  h a v e  a  f u l l  e x p l a n a t i o n  

o f  t h e  j u g g l e r y  y o u  h a v e  p r a c t i s e d  u p o n  m e . ”
I  r e s u m e d  m y  s e a t ,  f e a r i n g  h i s  s t r a n g e  p o w e r  n o  

l o n g e r .  N o w  t h a t  I  k n e w  h e  w i e l d e d  i t  I  w a s  a r m e d  
a g a i n s t  i t .  I  f l a t t e r e d  m y s e l f  t h a t ,  o n l y  b y  a t t a c k i n g  m e  
u n a w a r e s ,  c o u l d  h e  i n f l u e n c e  m e  i n  s o  m y s t e r i o u s  
a  m a n n e r .  W h e n  n e x t  h e  o p e n e d  l i i s  e y e s  I  d i d  n o t  
s h u n  t h e m .  I  m i g h t  w e l l  h a v e  d o n e  s o — t h e i r  e x p r e s ­
s i o n  w a s  o n e  o f  a n g u i s h  a n d  h o r r o r — t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  o n e  
m i g h t  i m a g i n e  w o u l d  l u r k  i n  t l i e  e y e s  o f  a  c o n s c i e n c e -  
s t r i c k e n  m a n  t o  w h o m  h a d  j u s t  c o m e  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  
t h a t  h e  h a d  c o m m i t t e d  s o m e  a w f u l  c r i m e .  E v e r y  n o w  
a n d  t h e n  t h e y  t u r n e d  t o  m e  i n  w i l d  b e s e e c h i n g  t e r r o r ,  b u t

t h e y  b o r e  n o  t r a c e  o f  t h a t  s t r a n g e  m e s m e r i c  p o w e r .  _
P a u l  V a r g a s ,  i f  h e  w a s  t o  d i e ,  s e e m e d  d o o m e d  t o  d i e  a  

l i n g e r i n g  d e a t h .  F o r  s o m e  t e n  d a y s  l o n g e r  h e  l a y  i n  t h a t  
c u r i o u s  s t a t e — h i s  s y m p t o m s ,  o r  r a t h e r  a b s e n c e  o f  s y m p ­
t o m s ,  d r i v i n g  J o n e s  a n d  m y s e l f  t o  o u r  w i t s ’ e n d .  W e  
t r i e d  a l l  w e  c o u l d  t h i n k  o f  w i t h o u t  b e n e f i c i a l  r e s u l t s .  
E v e r y  d a y  h e  g r e w  a  l i t t l e  w e a k e r — e v e r y  d a y  h i s  p u ls e  
w a s  r a t h e r  f e e b l e r ,  t h a n  o n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  d a y .  S u c h  
s t i m u l a n t  a n d  n u t r i m e n t  a s  I  c o u l d  f o r c e  d o w n  h i s  t h r o a t  
s e e m e d  t o  d o  n o  g o o d .  S l o w l y — v e r y  s l o w l y — h i s  l i f e  
w a s  e b b i n g  a w a y ,  b u t  s o  s u r e l y  t h a t  I  w a s  f a i n  t o  c o m e  t o  
t h e  s a d  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  in  s p i t e  o f  a l l  o u r  e f f o r t s  h e  
w o u l d  s l i p  t h r o u g h  o u r  f i n g e r s .  B y  t h i s  t i m e  h e  h a d  
g r o w n  f r i g h t f u l l y  e m a c i a t e d ,  a n d  a l t h o u g h  I  a m  c o n ­
v i n c e d  h e  s u f f e r e d  l i t t l e  o r  n o  b o d i l y  p a i n ,  t h e  l o o k  o f  
a n g u i s h  i n  h i s  s t a r i n g  d a r k  e y e s  w a s  p o s i t i v e l y  p a i n f u l  

t o  e n c o u n t e r .
I  h a d  o b t a i n e d  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  a n o t h e r  n u r s e ,  a n d  w a s  

t h a n k f u l  t o  f in d  t h a t ,  t o  h e r ,  t h e  d y i n g  m a n  w a s  n o t  a n  
o b j e c t  o f  d r e a d  ; a l t h o u g h ,  a f t e r  m y  o w n  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  I  

c o u l d  n o t  b l a m e  h e r  p r e d e c e s s o r .
H o u r  a f t e r  h o u r ,  d a y  a f t e r  d a y ,  P a u l  V a r g a s  l a y ,  u n ­

a b l e  t o  m o v e  o r  s p e a k ; y e t ,  I  f e l t  s u r e ,  i n  f u l l  p o s s e s s i o n  
of his  m e n t a l  f a c u l t i e s . ' S e v e r a l  t i m e s  I  n o t i c e d ;  w hen  the

d o o r  w a s  o p e n e d ,  a  l o o k  o f  d r e a d  c o m e  i n t o  h i s  e y e s .  H e  
b r e a t h e d  f r e e r  w h e n  h e  s a w  t h a t  t h e  n e w - c o m e r  w a s  t h e  
n u r s e  o r  m y s e l f .  T h i s  p u z z l e d  m e ,  f o r  i f ,  a s  I  s u s p e c t e d ,  
h e  h a d  w i l l e d  t h a t  I  s h o u l d  w r i t e  a  l e t t e r  a n d  s e n d  i t  t o  
t h e  p r o p e r  p l a c e ,  h i s  l o o k  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  o n e  o f  h o p e  
a n d  e x p e c t a n c y ,  i n s t e a d  o f  i t s  d i s p l a y i n g  u n m i s t a k a b l e  
s i g n s  o f  f e a r .

' A l t h o u g h  V a r g a s  o f t e n  g a v e  m e  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  
h e  w a s  t r y i n g  t o  s u b j e c t  m e  a g a i n  t o  t h a t  s t r a u g e  i n f l u ­
e n c e ,  i t  w a s  o n l y  o n c e  m o r e  t h a t  h e  a t t a i n e d  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  
s u c c e s s .  O n e  d a y ,  g r o w n  b o ld  a t  f i n d i n g  I  h a d  a s  y e t  
a v o i d e d  a  r e p e t i t i o n  o f  m y  t h r a l d o m ,  a n d ,  p e r h a p s  e g g e d  
o n  b y  c u r i o s i t y ,  I  m e t  h i s  s t r a n g e  f i x e d  g a z e -  h a l f - w a y  
a n d  d e f i e d  h im  t o  c o n q u e r  m e .  I n  a  m o m e n t  o r  t w o  I  
f o u n d  1  b a d  m i s c a l c u l a t e d  m y  p o w e r s ,  a n d — a l t h o u g h  I  
b l u s h  to  s a y  i t — I  f e l t  t h a t  i n  a n o t h e r  s e c o n d  I  m u s t  y i e l d  
t o  h i m ,  a n d  a s  b e f o r e ,  d o  a l l  h e  w i s h e d .  A t  t h a t  c r i t i c a l  
m o m e n t  t h e  n u r s e  e n t e r e d  t h e  r o o m  a n d  s p o k e  t o  m e .  
H e r  v o i c e  a n d  p r e s e n c e  b r o k e  t h e  s p e l l .  T h a n k  G o d ,  
i t  w a s  s o  ! V a r g a s  w a s  s e n d i n g  a n  i m p u l s e  i n t o  m y  
m i n d — u r g i n g  m e  i n  s o m e  w a y  w h i c h  I  k n e w  w o u l d  b e  
i r r e s i s t i b l e — t o  p e r f o r m ,  n o t  s o m e  h a r m l e s s  t a s k ,  b u t  t o  
g o  t o  m y  m e d i c i n e  c h e s t  a n d  f e t c h  a  d o s e  o f  l a u d a n u m  
h e a v y  e n o u g h  t o  s e n d  h i m  t o  s l e e p  f o r  e v e r .  A n d  I  s a y ,  
w i t h o u t  h e s i t a t i o n ,  t h a t  h a d  t h e  w o m a n  n o t  e n t e r e d  t h e  
r o o m  a t  t h a t  v e r y  m o m e n t ,  I  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  f o r c e d  t o  
d o  t h e  m a n ’s  b i d d i n g .

Y e t  I  h a d  n o  w i s h  t o  c u t  h i s  f e w  l a s t  d a y s  s h o r t ! I f  I  
h a d  g i v e n  h i m  t h a t  p o i s o n  i t  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  s u i c i d e ,  n o t  
m u r d e r !

A l t h o u g h  h e  h a d  p r e d i c t e d  h i s  o w n  d e a t h ,  w h y  w a s  
P a u l  V a r g a s  s o  a n x i o u s  t o  d ie ,  t h a t  h e  h a d  e n d e a v o u r e d  
t o  m a k e  m e  k i l l  h i m  ? U n l e s s  t h e i r  t o r t u r e s  a r e  u n b e a r ­
a b l e ,  f e w  d y i n g  p e r s o n s  s e e k  t o  p r e c i p i t a t e  m a t t e r s  ; a n d  
t h i s  o n e ,  I  a m  s u r e ,  s u f f e r e d  l i t t l e  o r  n o  p a in .  H i s  d e a t h  
w a s  l i n g e r i n g  a n d  t e d i o u s ,  b u t  n o t  p a i n f u l .

A f t e r  t h i s  f r e s h  a t t e m p t  t o  c o e r c e  m e ,  I  w a s  a l m o s t  
a f r a i d  t o  l e a v e  h i m  a l o n e  w i t h  t h e  n u r s e .  I  e v e n  t o o k  t h e  
p r e c a u t i o n  o f  b e i n g  p r e s e n t  w h e n  D r .  J o n e s ,  o u t  o f  p r o ­
f e s s i o n a l  c u r i o s i t y ,  p a i d  h i m  a n  o c c a s i o n a l  v i s i t .

T h e  t e n s i o n  o n  m y  n e r v e s  g r e w  u n b e a r a b l e .  I  p r a y e d  
f e r v e n t l y  f o r  t h e  m a n ’s  r e c o v e r y ,  o r ,  i f  r e c o v e r y  w a s  o u t  
o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  f o r  h i s  d e a t h .  A t  l a s t  t h e  t i m e  c a m e  
w h e n  t h e  l a t t e r  s e e m e d  t o  b e  d r a w i n g  v e r y  v e r y  n e a r — • 
s o  n e a r  t h a t  J o n e s ,  w h o s e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  c a s e  w a s  
u n a b a t e d ,  s a i d ,  a s  h e  l e f t  m e  in  t h e  e v e n i n g —

“  H e  w i l l  d i e  t o - n i g h t  o r  b e f o r e  t o - m o r r o w  i s  o v e r .  I  
b e l i e v e  h e  h a s  o n l y  k e p t  h i m s e l f  a l i v e  t h e  l a s t  f e w  d a y s  
b y  s h e e r  f o r c e  o f  w i l l  a n d  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  n o t  t o  d i e . ”

I  a s s e n t e d  g l o o m i l y ,  w i s h e d  m y  c o l l e a g u e  g o o d - D i g h t ,  
a n d  w e n t  t o  r e s t .

N e x t  m o r n iD g ,  j u s t  a f t e r  b r e a k f a s t ,  I  h e a r d  a  r a p  a t  
in y  d o o r .  I  o p e n e d  i t  a n d  f o u n d  m y s e l f  f a c e  t o  f a c e  
w it h  a  w o m a n .  S h e  w a s  t a l l ,  a n d  e v e n  t h e  l o n g  b l a c k  
c o a t  s h e  w o r e  d i d  n o t  h i d e  t h e  g r a c e  a n d  s y m m e t r y  o f  
h e r  f i g u r e .  A  t h i c k  v e i l  c o v e r e d  h e r  f a c e .  T h i n k i n g  s h e  
h a d  c o m e  f o r  a d v i c e  I  b e g g e d  h e r  t o  e n t e r  t h e  h o u s e .

I  l e d  h e r  t o  m y  s i t t i n g - r o o m .  S h e  r a i s e d  h e r  v e i l  a n d  
l o o k e d  a t  m e .  I  k n e w  h e r  in  a  m o m e n t .  S h e  w a s  t b e  
l o v e l y  g i r l  w h o  h a d  s h a r e d  w i t h  V a r g a s  t l i a t  l u x u r i o u s  
E a s t e r n  p a r a d i s e — t h e  g i r l  w h o m  h e  c a l l e d  M y r r h a .

S h e  l o o k e d  p a l e  a n d  w e a r y ,  b u t  s t i l l  v e r y  b e a u t i f u l .  
H e r  s o m b r e  a t t i r e  c o u l d  n o t  d i m i n i s h  h e r  c h a r m s .  M y  
o n e  t h o u g h t ,  a s  I  g a z e d  a t  h e r ,  w a s ,  h o w  a n y  m a n ,  o f  h i s  
o w n  f r e e  w i l l ,  c o u l d  t e a r  h i m s e l f  f r o m  s u c h  a  c r e a t u r e  ? 
Y e t ,  f o r  s o m e  u n k n o w n  r e a s o n ,  P a u l  V a r g a s  b a d  d o n e  s o .

I t  w a s  c l e a r  t h a t  I  w a s  e n t i r e l y  f o r g o t t e n .  N o  s t a r t  
o f  r e c o g n i t i o n  s h o w e d  t h a t  m y  f a c e  w a s  a n y t h i n g  b u t  
t h a t  o f  a  s t r a n g e r .  I  d i d  n o t  w o n d e r  a t  t h i s .  I  w a s  m u c h  
c h a n g e d  ; b r o n z e d  a n d  b e a r d e d  ; w a s ,  in  f a c t ,  a s  r o u g h  
l o o k i n g  a  c u s t o m e r  a s  m a n y  o f  m y  o w n  p a t i e n t s .  .

F o r  a  m o m e n t  s h e  s e e m e d  u n a b l e  t o  s p e a k .  H e r  e y e s  
l o o k e d  a t  m i n e  a s  t h o u g h ,  t h e y  w o u l d  a n t i c i p a t e  w h a t  I  

h a d  t o  t e l l  h e r .  H e r  l i p a  t r e m b l e d ,  b u t  n o  w o r d s  c a m ©  

f r o m  t h e m ,



A t  l a s t  s h e  s p o k e .  “  T h e r e  is  a  g e n t l e m a n  h e r e —  
d y i n g . ”  _

“  Y e s , ”  I  r e p l i e d .  “  M r .  V a r g a s  i s  h e r e / ’
“  A m  I  i n  t i m e  ?— i s  h e  s t i l l  a l i v e  
‘‘ H e  i s  v e r y ,  v e r y  i l l ,  b u t  s t i l l  a l i v e . ”
A  w r e t c h  r e p r i e v e d  o n  t h e  s c a f f o l d  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  

d i s p l a y e d  m o r e  d e l i g h t  t h a n  d i d  M y r r h a  w h e n  s h e  h e a r d  
m y  w o r d s .  A  l o o k  o f  i n d e s c r i b a b l e  j o y  f l a s h e d  i n t o  h e r  

f a c e .  S h e  c l a s p e d  h e r  h a n d s  i n  p a s s i o n a t e  t h a n k f u l n e s s  
a n d  t e a r s  o f  r a p t u r e  f i l l e d  h e r  e y e s .  P o o r  g i r l ,  s h e  h a d  
l i t t l e  e n o u g h  t o  r e j o i c e  a t ! S h e  w a s  i n  t i m e — i n  t i m e  
f o r  w h a t  ? T o  s e e  h e r  l o v e r  d i e .  T h a t  w a s  a l l !

‘ ‘ T a k e  m e  t o  h i m  a t  o n c e , ”  s h e  s a i d ,  m o v i n g  t o w a r d s  
t h e  d o o r .

I  s u g g e s t e d  a  l i t t l e  r e s t  a n d  r e f r e s h m e n t  f i r s t .  S h e  
d e c l i n e d  b o t h ,  p e r e m p t o r i l y .

“  N o t  a  m o m e n t  m u s t  b e  w a s t e d .  I  h a v e  t r a v e l l e d  
n i g h t  a n d  d a y  s i n c e  I  r e c e i v e d  h i s  l e t t e r .  Q u i c k ,  t a k e  
m e  t o  h im ,  o r  i t  m a y  b e  t o o  l a t e  I”

I  a s k e d  h e r  t o  f o l l o w  m e .  S h e  t h r e w  o f f  h e r  l o n g  
c l o a k ,  a n d  I  s a w  t h a t  h e r  d r e s s  b e n e a t h  i t  w a s  p l a i n  

b l a c k .  N o  r i b b o n ,  j e w e l ,  o r  o r n a m e n t ,  b r o k e  i t a  s a b l e  
l i n e s .  W i t h  a  l o o k  o f  i n e f f a b l e  j o y  o n  h e r  f a c e  s h e  f o l ­
l o w e d  m e  t o  V a r g a s ’s  r o o m .

“  L e t  m e  g o  f i r s t  a n d  p r e p a r e  h i m , ”  I  s a i d .
“ N o , ”  s h e  r e p l i e d ,  s t e r n l y .  ‘ ' L e t  m e  p a s s . ”
S h e  l a i d  h e r  h a n d  o n  t h e  d o o r ,  o p e n e d  i t ,  a n d  p r e c e d ­

e d  m e  i n t o  t h e  r o o m .
P a u l  V a r g a s ’s  e y e s  w e r e  t u r n e d — a s ,  i n d e e d ,  t h e y  h a d  

f o r  t h e  l a s t  f e w  d a y s  b e e n  m o s t l y  t u r n e d — t o w a r d s  t h p  
d o o r ;  y e t  t h e  l o o k  w h i c h  l e a p t  i n t o  t h e m  w a s  n o t o n e  
o f  j o y  a n d  w e l c o m e -  I t  w a s  a  l o o k  o f  w o e — o f  s u p r e m e  
a g o n y .  A  c o n v u l s i v e  s h u d d e r  r a n  a c r o s s  h i s  f a c e ,  a n d  
I  e x p e c t e d  h i s  n e x t  b r e a t h  w o u l d  b e  t h e  l a s t .

W h y  s h o u M  t h e  a d v e n t  o f  h i s  b e a u t i f u l  v i s i t o r  s o  
a f f e c t  h i m ?  H a d  h e  t r e a t e d  t h i s  w o m a n  s o  e v i l l y ,  t h a t  
h e  d r e a d e d  l e s t  s h e  c a m e  t o  h i s  d e a t h - b e d  t o  h e a p  
r e p r o a c h e s  o n  h i s  h e a d  ? Y e t ,  h e  h i m s e l f  h a d  s u m m o n e d  
h e r — b r o u g h t  h e r  f r o m  a f a r — b y  t h e  l e t t e r  w h i c h  h e  
h a d  w i l l e d  m e  t o  w r i t e .

I n j u r e d  o r  n o t ,  M y r r h a  c a m e  t o  c o n s o l e ,  n o t  r e p r o a c h .  
M y  d o u b t s  o n  t h i s  p o i n t  w e r e  a t  o n c e  s e t  a t  r e s t .  W i t h  
a  c r y  o f  p a s s i o n a t o  g r i e f  s h e  t h r e w  h e r s e l f  o n  h e r  k n e e s  
b e s i d e  t h e  b e d  : c l a s p e d  t h e  p o o r  w a s t e d  h a n d  i n  h e r s ,  
a n d  c o v e r e d  i t  w i t h  t e a r s  a n d  k i s s e s .  I n  a  s t r a n g e  
t o n g u e — o n e  u n k n o w n  t o  m e — s h e  s p o k e  w o r d s  w h i c h  
I  k n e w  w e r e  w o r d s  o f  f e r v e n t  l o v e .  T h e  m u s i c a l  v o i c e ,  
t h e  t h r i l l i n g  a c c e n t ,  t h e  g e s t u r e s  s h e  u s e d ,  w e r e  i n t e r ­
p r e t e r s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  m a k e  m e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  s h e  w a s  
r e j o i c i n g  t h a t  d e a t h  h a d  s p a r e d  h e r  l o v e r  l o n g  e n o u g h  
f o r  h e r  t o  s e e  h i m  o n c e  m o r e .

A  s o f t  l o o k ,  a  l o o k  t h a t  e c h o e d  h e r  o w n ,  c a m e  o v e r  
t h e  s u f f e r e r ’ s  f a c e — a  l o o k  o f  i n f i n i t e  t e n d e r n e s s  a n d  
d e a t h l e s s  l o v e .  B u t  i t  w a s  t r a n s i e n t .  H i s  e y e s  g r e w  
m o r e  s t e r n .  I  f a n c i e d  t h e y  t r i e d  t o  d r i v e  h e r  a w a y ; 
t h e n ,  a s  s h e  h e e d e d  n o t  h i s  c o m m a n d s ,  t h e y  b e s o u g h t  
a n d  a p p e a l e d  t o  h e r .  I n  v a i n — t h e  s t r a n g e  g i r l  l a u g h e d  
j o y f u l l y  a s  a  b r i d e  w h o  w e l c o m e s  h e r  b r i d e g r o o m .  
S h e  k i s s e d  h e r  l o v e r  a g a i n  a n d  a g a i n .  T h e n ,  w i t h  a  
w e a r y  s i g h ,  P a u l  V a r g a s  c l o s e d  h i s  e y e s — n e v e r ,  I  
t h o u g h t ,  t o  r e o p e n  t h e m .  I  w e n t  t o  h i s  s i d e .

H e  w a s  n o t  d e a d ; b u t  h e  b o r e  i n f a l l i b l e  s i g n s  o f  
a p p r o a c h i n g  d i s s o l u t i o n .  P r a c t i c a l l y ,  i t  w a s  o f  l i t t l e  m o ­
m e n t  w h e t h e r  h e  d i e d  n o w  o r  in  a n  h o u r ’s  t i m e .  N o t h i n g  
c o u l d  s a v e  h i m .  S t i l l ,  t h e  w i s h  o n e  a l w a y s  f e e l s  t o  
p r o l o n g  t h e  f a i n t e s t  f l i c k e r  o f  l i f e  p r o m p t e d  m e  t o  s p e a k  
t o  M y r r h a .

“  T h e  e x c i t e m e n t  w i l l  k i l l  h i m , ”  I  w h i s p e r e d .
S h e  s p r a n g  t o  h e r  f e e t  a s  i f  s t u n g .  S h e  t h r e w  m e  a  

g l a n c e  s o  f u l l  o f  h o r r o r  t h a t  1  s t a r t e d .  T h e n ,  b e n d i n g  
o v e r  V a r g a s ,  s h e  s a t i s f i e d  h e r s e l f  t h a t  h e  s t i l l  b r e a t h e d .

“  G o , ”  s h e  w h i s p e r e d ,  f i e r c e l y .  “  L e a v e  m e  a l o n e  
w i t h  m y  l o v e .  T a k e  t h a t  w o m a n  w i t h  y o u . ”

I  h e s i t a t e d ,  I  w a n t e d  t o  s e e  t h e  e n d .  B u t  I  c o u l d  
n o t  d i s p u t e  t h e  s a c r e d  c l a i m s  o f  l o v e  a n d  g r i e f ,  o r  h e l p  

s y m p a t h i s i n g  w i t h  t h e  g i r l  i n  h e r  d e s i r e  t o  b e  a l o n e  w i t h

t h e  d y i n g  m a n .  M y  d u t i e s  w e r e  e n d e d .  I  h a d  d o n e  
a l l  I. c o u l d ;  b u t  d e a t h  i n  h i s  p r e s e n t  m y s t e r i o u s  g a r b  
h a d  c o n q u e r e d  m e .  T h e  m a n  m u s t  d i e .  H o w  c o u l d  h e  
d i e  b e t t e r  t h a n  i n  t h e  a r m s  o f  t h e  w o m a n  h e  l o v e d  ?

I  m o t i o n e d  t o  t h e  n u r s e  t o  l e a v e  t h e  r o o m .  I i  f o l l o w ­
e d  h e r  t h r o u g h  t h e  d o o r ; t h e n  t u r n e d  t o  t a k e  m y  l a s t  
l o o k  a t  P a u l  V a r g a s .

H e  w a s  l y i n g  a p p a r e n t l y  u n c o n s c i o u s -  M y r r h a  h a d  
t h r o w n  h e r s e l f  o n  t h e  b e d  b y  h i s  s i d e -  H i s  p o o r  p a l e  
f a c e  w a s  d r a w n  c l o s e  t o  h e r  f u l l  r e d  l i p s .  H e r  b o & o m  
b e a t  a g a i n s t  h i s .  H e r  a r m s  w e r e  w r e a t h e d  a r o u n d  
h im ,  h o l d i n g  h i m  t o  h e r .  T h e  c o n t r a s t  b e t w e e n  l i f e  
a n d  d e a t h — b e t w e e n  t h e  r i c h ,  s t r o n g  g l o w i n g  l i f e  
o f  t h e  y o u n g  g i r l ,  a n d  t h a t  o f  t h e  m a n  n o w  e b b e d  a w a y  
t o  i t s  l a s t  f e w  s a n d s ,  w a s  s t a r t l i n g .  I  c l o s e d  t h e  d o o r  
r e v e r e n t l y .  M y  e y e s  f i l l e d  w i t h  t e a r s  a n d  I  s i g h e d  f o r  
t h e  s o r r o w  w h i c h  w a s  a b o u t  t o  f a l l  o n  t h e  d e v o t e d ,  p a s ­
s i o n a t e  c r e a t u r e .  H o w  w o u l d  s h e  b e a r  i t  ! T h e n  I  w e n t  
a b o u t  m y  d u t i e s ,  k n o w i n g  t h a t  w h e n  I  r e t u r n e d  h o m e ,  
I  s h o u l d  h a v e  a  p a t i e n t  t h e  l e s s .

I  r o d e  s o m e  m i l e s  i n t o  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  t o  s e e  a  m i n e r  
w h o  h a d  m e t  w i t h  a n  a c c i d e n t  w h i c h  w o u l d  m o s t  l i k e l y  
p r o v e  f a t a l .  J u s t  a s  I  r e a c h e d  h i s  c a b i n  m y  h o r s e  f e l l  
s u d d e n l y  l a m e .  I  l e d  h i m  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  w a y  a n d ,  h a v ­
i n g  d o n e  a l l  I  c o u l d  f o r  t h e  i n j u r e d  m a n ,  s t a r t e d  t o  r e ­
t u r n  h o m e .  T h e r e  w a s  n o t h i n g  f o r  i t  b u t  t o  l e a v e  m y  
h o r s e  t o  b e  f e t c h e d  t h e  n e x t  d a y ,  a n d  w a l k  b a c k  t o  
N e w  D u r h a m .

I  s t r o d e  o n  a s  b r i s k l y  a s  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  t r a c k  
w o u l d  a l l o w .  A s  I  t r u d g e d  a l o n g  I  t h o u g h t  o f  M y r r h a  
a n d  P a u l  V a r g a s ,  a n d  w o n d e r e d  i f  b y  a n y  c h a n c e  I  
s h o u l d  f in d  h i m  a l i v e  o n  m y  r e t u r n .  I  w a s  s o  p r e - o c c u -  
p i e d  w i t h  t h e s e  t h o u g h t s  t h a t ,  n o t  u n t i l  I  w a s  c l o s e  t o  
h im ,  d i d  [ n o t i c e  a  m a n  l y i n g  o n  t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  t r a c k .

A t  f i r s t  I  t h o u g h t  i t  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  c o m m o n  s i g h t s  
o f  t h e  n e i g h b o u r h o o d ; a  m a n  d e a d - d r u n k ,  b u t  a s  I  
s t o o d  o v e r  h i m  I  f o u n d ,  f o r  a  w o n d e r ,  i t  w a s  n o t  s o .  
T h e  m a n ’s  b a c k  w a s  t o w a r d s  m e  ; h i s  f a c e  w a s  b u r i e d  i n  
t h e  h e r b a g e ; b u t  I  c o u l d  h e a r  h i m  s o b b i n g  a s  i f  h i s  
h e a r t  w a s  a b o u t  t o  b u r s t .  A s  h e  l a y  t h e r e ,  h e  t h r e w  h i s  
a r m s  o u t  w i t h  w i l d  g e s t u r e s  o f  d e s p a i r — h e  d u g  h i s  f i n ­
g e r s  i n t o  t h e  g r o u n d  a n d  t o r e  a t  i t  a s  o n e  r a c k e d  b y  
u n b e a r a b le  t o r t u r e .  H e  w a s  e v i d e n t l y  a  p r e y  t o  s o m e  
f e a r f u l  b o d i l y  o r  m e n t a l  d i s t r e s s .  W h i c h e v e r  i t  m i g h t  
b e ,  I  c o u l d  n o t  p a s s  w i t h o u t  p r o f f e r i n g  m y  a s s i s t a n c e .

H i s  a g i t a t i o n  w a s  s o  g r e a t  t h a t  h e  h a d  n o  i d e a  o f  m y  
p r o x i m i t y .  I  s p o k e ,  b u t  m y  w o r d s  f e l l  u n h e e d e d .  S o b  
a f t e r  s o b  b u r s t  f o r t h  f r o m  h im .

I  s t o o p e d  a n d  p l a c e d  m y  h a n d  o n  h i s  a r m .  “  M y  
p o o r  f e l l o w , ”  I  s a i d ,  “  w h a t  i s  t h e  m a t t e r  1”

A t  m y  t o u c h  h e  s p r a n g  t o  h i s  f e e t .  G o d  o f  H e a v e n  ! 
S h a l l  I  e v e r  f o r g e t  t h a t  m o m e n t ! B e f o r e  m e  s t o o d  P a u l  
V a r g a s ,  w e l l  a n d  s t r o n g ,  a s  w h e n  w e  p a r t e d  s o m e  y e a r s  
a g o  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  !

W h a t  s a v e d  m e  f r o m  f a i n t i n g  I  c a n n o t  t e l l .  T h e  
m a n  s t o o d  t h e r e  b e f o r e  m e — t h e  v e r y  m a n  I  h a d  l e f t  a n  
h o u r  o r  t w o  a g o  a t  h i s  l a s t  g a s p  ! H e  s t o o d  t h e r e  a n d  
c a s t  a  s h a d o w .  H e  d i d  n o t  f a d e  a w a y  o r  d i s a p p e a r  a s  a  
v i s i o n  o r  h a l l u c i n a t i o n  s h o u l d  d o .  T h e r e  w a s  l i f e  a n d  
s t r e n g t h  i i i  e v e r y  l i m b .  H i s  f a c e  w a s  p a le ,  b u t  i t  w a s  
w i t h  t h e  p a l l o r  o f  g r i e f  ; f o r ,  e v e n  n o w  t h e  t e a r s  w e r e  
r u n n i u g  f r o m  h i s  e y e s ,  a n d  h e  w a s  w r i n g i n g  h i s  h a n d s  
i n  a g o n y .

S  p e a k  ! I  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  f a s h i o n e d  a  w o r d .  M y  t o n g u e  
c la v e  t o  m y  p a l a t e .  M y  l i p s  w e r e  p a r c h e d  a n d  d r y .  A l l  
I  c o u l d  d o  w a s  t o  s t a r e  a t  h i m ,  w i t h  c h a t t e r i n g  t e e t h ,  
b r i s t l i n g  h a i r  a n d  i c e - c o l d  b l o o d .

H e  c a m e  t o  m y  s i d e .  H e  g r a s p e d  m y  a r m . H e  w a s  
s t i l l  f l e s h  a n d  b l o o d .  E v e n  i n  t h a t  s u p r e m e  m o m e n t  
h i s  s t r o n g  c o n v u l s i v e  c l u t c h  t o l d  m e  t h a t .  H e  s p o k e .  
H i s  v o i c e  w a s  a s  t h e  v o i c e  o f  a  l i v i n g  m a n — y e t  a s  
t h e  v o i c e  o f  o n o  f r o m  w h o m  a l l  j o y  o f  l i f e  h a s  d e p a r t e d .

‘‘ G o  h o m e , ”  h e  s a i d .  “  G o  h o m e  a n d  l e a r n  h o w  
t h e  s t r o n g e s t  m a y  t r e m b l e  a t  d e a t h — a t  w h a t  a  c o s t  h e  
w i l l  b u y  l i f e — h o w  t h e  s e l f i s h  d e s i r e  t o  l i v e  c a n  c o n q u e r  

l o v e .  Y o u  a s k e d  m e  o n c e  i f  I  c o u l d  n o t  p r o l o n g  l i f e .



Y o u  a r e  a n s w e r e d .  Y o u  b r o u g h t  h e r  t o  m e — y o u  y i e l d ­
e d  t h e n ,  b u t  n o t  t h e  s e c o n d  t i m e  w h e n  I  w o u l d  h a v e  
u n d o n e  t h e  d e e d .  G o  h o m e ,  b e f o r e  I  k i l l  y o u . ”

S o m e t h i n g  i n  h i s  w h o l e  b e a r i n g  s t r u c k  m e  w i t h  
d e a d l y  t e r r o r — a  n a t u r a l  h u m a n  t e r r o r .  I  t u r n e d  a n d  
f l e d  f o r  i n y  l i f e ,  u n t i l  m y  l i m b s  r e f u s e d  t o  b e a r  in e  
f a r t h e r .  T h e n  I  s a n k  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  a n d ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  l o s t  
c o n s c i o u s n e s s .

W h e u  I  r e c o v e r e d  I  m a d e  t h e  b e s t  o f  m y  w a y  h o m e ,  
t e l l i n g  m y s e l f  a s  I  w a l k e d  a l o n g  t h a t  o v e r w o r k  a n d  
w a n t  o f  s l e e p  w e r e  a c t i n g  o n  m e .  I  h a d  d r e a m e d  « n  
a b s u r d  h o r r i b l e  d r e a m .  N e v e r t h e l e s s  I  t r e m b l e d  in  
e v e r y  l i m b  a s  I  o p e n e d  t h e  d o o r  o f  t h e  r o o m  i n  w l i i c h  
I  h a d  l e f t  P a u l  V a r g a s ,  d y i n g  i n  t h e  a r r a s  o f  t h e  

w o m a n  w h o  l o v e d  h im .
D e a t b  h a d  b e e n  t h e r o  d u r i n g  m y  a b s e n c e .  I  k n e w  

t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  t h a t  l o n g  s h a p e l e s s  f o r m  s t r e t c h e d  
o u t  o n  t h e  b e d ,  c o v e r e d  b y  t h e  w h i t e  s h e e t .  Y e t  I  
t r e m b l e d  m o r e  a n d  m o r e .  T h e  w o r d s  I  h a d  h e a r d  in  
m y  s u p p o s e d  d r e a m  c a m e  t o  m e  c l e a r  a n d  d i s t i n c t .  
I t  w a s  s o m e  t i m e  b e f o r e  I  c o u l d  s u m m o n  c o u r a g e  
e n o u g h  t o  m o v e  t h e  c o v e r i n g  f r o m  t h e  d e a d  f a c e .  I  
d i d  s o  a t  l a s t  a n d  I  b e l i e v e  s h r i e k e d  a l o u d .

L y i n g  t h e r e  i n  h e r  b l a c k  f u n e r a l  d r e s s ,  h e r  fa ir  
h a n d s  c r o s s e d  o n  h e r  b r e a s t ,  h e r  w a x e n  f a c e  s t i l l  b e a r ­
i n g  a  s m i l e ,  l a y  t h e  g i r l  w h o m  I  k n e w  o n l y  b y  t h e  n a m e  

o f  M y r r h a — d e a d  !
H u g h  C o n w a y .

-------- ♦--------  '

THE ATMA BODE, OF SUI MAT SANKARA-  
CHARYA.

(Translated from, the Sanscrit by B. P. Narasimmiah,
F. T. S.)

T h e  p l a n  a d o p t e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t r a n s l a t i o n  i s ,  t h a t  
t h e  m a r g i n a l  n u m b e r s  s h a l l  d e n o t e  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  n u m ­
b e r s  o f  t h e  s l o k a m s  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  r e n d e r ­
i n g  s h a l l  b e  a s  l i t e r a l  a n d  v e r b a t i m  a s  p o s s i b l e .

1 . T h e  w o r k  c a l l e d  A t t i m a  B o d i i a ,  w h i c h  i s  d e s i r e d  
b y  r e l i g i o u s  o b s e r v e r s ,  a n d  b y  s i n l e s s  a n d  d i s p a s s i o n a t e  
s e e k e r s  a f t e r  Moksham, w i l l  n o w  b e  w r i t t e n .

2 .  Question :— O f  s o  m a n y  w a y s  t o  M o k s h a m ,  w h y  
s h o u l d  k n o w l e d g e ,  o r  w i s d o m ,  o r  Gnyanam a l o n e  b e  t h e  

c h i e f  ?
Answer : — T h a t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w h i c h  e x i s t s  b e t w e e n  t h e  

f u e l ,  & c .,  a n d  t h e  f i r e  i t s e l f ,  i n  t h e  c u l i n a r y  p r o c e s s ,  e x i s t s  
a l s o  b e t w e e n  Tapas, fyc., w h i c h  a r e  t h e  s e v e r a l  m e a n s  o f  
a t t a i n i n g  Moksham, i. e., Nirvana a n d  Gnyanam i t s e l f .  
A s  f ir e  i s  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  o f  a l l  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  n e c e s ­
s a r y  f o r  c o o k i n g ,  s o  Gnyanam i s  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  o f  

a l l  t h e  m e a n s  f o r  a t t a i n i n g  M o k s h a m .

3 .  Ques : — Karma, i.  e . ,  r i t u a l ,  h a s  g o t  w o n d e r f u l  
p o w e r .  W h i l e  a  s m a l l  p o r t i o n  o f  s u c h  Karma  c a n  w a s h  
o f f  a l l  Agnyanam o r  d a r k n e s s ,  h o w  i s  Gnyanam n e c e s ­
s a r y  ?

Ans :— S i n c e  Agnyanam a n d  Karma  a r e  n o t  h o s t i l e  t o  
e a c h  o t h e r ,  t h e  l a t t e r  c a n n o t  d e s t r o y  t h e  f o r m e r ,  e- g., 
a s  d i r t ,  c a n n o t  w a s h  o f f  d i r t ,  s o  n o  a m o u n t  o f  s u c h  Karma 
o r  r i t u a l i s t i c  o b s e r v a n c e s  c a n  d i s p e l  t h a t  ( s p i r i t u a l )  
d a r k n e s s — Agnyanam■ B u t  Gnyanam o r  L i g h t  ( s p i r i t u a l )  
a l o n e ,  w h i c h  i s  s e l f - s h i n i n g ,  c a n  r e m o v e  Agnyanam a s  
t h e  S u n  d r i v e s  o f f  h i s  o p p o n e n t  D a r k n e s s .

4 .  Ques : — H o w  i s  i t  p o s s i b l e  t o  a t t r i b u t e  Kevalat,- 
wam, i. e., O n e n e s s ,  t o  Alma  w h i c h  a p p e a r s  a s  d i f f e r e n t  
i n  d i f f e r e n t  i n d i v i d u a l s  ?

Ans :— T h e  s u n  i s  f a r  a w a y  f r o m  t h e  c l o u d s ,  a n d  i s  
l a r g e r  t h a n  t h e  l a r g e s t  o f  t h e m  a l l .  S t i l l  e a c h  p a t c h  o f  
a  c l o u d ,  s c r e e u i n g  t h e  s u n  f r o m  u s ,  g i v e s  h i m  a  d i s t o r t e d  
a n d  a  s p e c i a l  a s p e c t .  T h i s  d i s t o r t i o n  a n d  d i f f e r e n c e  in  
a p p e a r a n c e  i s  d u e ,  n o t  t o  t h e  s u n  w h o  i s  a l l - s h i n i n g  
a n d  h a s  a  u n i f o r m  e x i s t e n c e ,  b u t  t o  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  s u c h  
c l o u d s .  A n d  n o  s o o n e r  t h e  c l o u d s  v a n i s h  t h a n  t h e  o r b  
o f  l i g h t  i s  s e e n  t o  b e  o n e  a n d  t l i e  s a m e .  T h i s  a n a l o g y  

'n o J d s  g o o d  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  Atma  p e e p i n g  o u t  t h r o u g h  s o  

m a n y  l o o p - h o l e a  o f  b o d i e s .  W h e n  t h e  c l o u d - l i k e

Agnyanam o r  s p i r i t u a l  d a r k n e s s  d i s a p p e a r s ,  t h a t  o n e  
Atma  s h i n e s  e v e r y w h e r e .

5 .  Ques :— H o w  c a n  Atma  h a v e  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  o n e ­
n e s s ,  i. e., n o n - d u a l i t y ,  i n a s m u c h  a s  h e  h a s  t h e  k n o w ­
l e d g e  o f  a c t i o n s ,  w h i c h  k n o w l e d g e  e s t a b l i s h e s  Dwaitam 
o r  D u a l i t y  ?

:— T h e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h i n g s  i n  t h e i r  t r u e  l i g h t  
(Vastu-latwa-gnyanam), l i b e r a t i n g  Jiva f r o m  t h e  f e t ­
t e r s  o f  i g n o r a n c e ,  r e n d e r s  i t  p u r e ,  a n d  d i e s  a w a y  w i t h  
t h a t  f e t t e r - l i k e  i g n o r a n c e ,  j u s t  a s  t h e  p a r t i c l e s  o f  t h e  
w a t e r - p u r i f y i n g  s e e d  s i n k  d o w n  w i t h  t h e  s e d i m e n t  
w h i c h  t h e y  s e p a r a t e  f r o m  t h e  i m p u r e  w a t e r  i n  t h e  p r o ­
c e s s  o f  p u r i f y i n g  t h e  s a m e .

6 .  Ques : — H o w  c a n  o n e  c o n s i s t e n t l y  d e n y  t h e  r e a l i t y  
o f  t h i s  w o r l d l y - l i f e ,  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  e x i s t e n c e ,  t h i s  sam- 
sdram, w h i l e  w e  a r e  e n j o y i n g  i t  ?

Ans :— J u s t  a s  a  d r e a m ,  w h i c h  s e e m s  t o  u s  t o  b e  a  
r e a l i t y  w h i l e  w e  a r e  d r e a m i n g ,  i s  n o t  s o  a f t e r  w a k i n g ,  s o  
t h e  w o r l d  o f  p r i d e — Ahankdra-prapancham— w h i c h  i s  
samsdram, t o  o n e  w h o  i s  b l i n d e d  b y  l o v e  a n d  h a t r e d ,  
a p p e a r s  t o  b e  a l l  r e a l  o r  s u b s t a n t i a l  s o  l o n g  a s  t h a t  o n e  
i s  i n v o l v e d  i n  i t ,  o r  e n a m o u r e d  o f  i t  ; b u t  n o  l o n g e r  s o  
a f t e r  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  t r u e  k n o w l e d g e  o r  Gnyanam.

7 .  S o  l o n g  a s  t h e  A l l - s u p p o r t i n g  Adwayam—n o n ­
d u a l — B r a h m a  i s  n o t  r e c o g n i z e d ,  s o  l o n g  t h i s  w o r l d  i s  
b e l i e v e d  in  a s  a  r e a l i t y  a s  m i s t a k e a b l y  a s  o n e  w h o  d i s ­
c o v e r s  t h e  r e a l  s i l v e r  in  t h e  b r i g h t n e s s  o f  a  p e a r l - s h e l l .

8 .  A s  t h e  w a t e r  b u b b l e s  r i s e ,  e x i s t ,  a n d  b u r s t  i n  a n  
o c e a n ,  s o  t h e  w o r l d s  a p p e a r ,  e x i s t ,  a n d  d i s a p p e a r  i n  
Upadane Paramesware o r  Material-cause-like Paramcs- 
wara o r  G o d .

9 .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  o r n a m e n t s  a r e  o f  d i f f e r e n t  s h a p e s ,  
y e t  t h e y  d o  n o t  d i f f e r  f r o m  g o l d  in  t h e i r  q u a l i t y  ; s i m i ­
l a r l y  t h e  c r e a t u r e s ,  t h o u g h  o f  d i v e r s e  f o r m s ,  a r e  n o t  
d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h e  C r e a t o r — t h e  a l l - p e r v a d i n g ,  o m n i p r e ­
s e n t ,  Sachchidnnanda-swarupa Atma.

1 0 .  T h e  R u l e r  o f  m i n d  a n d  a l l  o t h e r  s e n s e s ,  t h e  a l l -  
p e r v a d i n g  Paramatma,  n n d e r  t h e  c l o a k s  o f  Sthula, 
Sukshrna, a n d  Kdrana Sariras, s e e m s  d i v i d e d .  T h i s  
d i v i d e d  a p p e a r a n c e  c e a s e s  w i t h  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  s u c h  
c l o a k s .  T h i s  i s  l i k e  t h e  b i t s  o f  t h e  A k a s a s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  
v e s s e l s ,  o r  f i n i t e  s p a c e s ,  b e c o m i n g  c o m m i n g l e d  w i t h  t b e  
u n i v e r s a l  A k a s a ,  o r  I n f i n i t e  S p a c e ,  w h e n  s u c h  v e s s e l s  a r e  
d e s t r o y e d .

1 1 .  A s  t o  t h e  w a t e r  i t s e l f ,  w h i c h  i s  n a t u r a l l y  w h i t e  
a n d  s w e e t ,  t h e  q u a l i t i e s  o f  b i t t e r n e s s ,  y e l l o w n e s s ,  & c , ,  
r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  i t s  c o n t a c t  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  s o i l s ,  a r e  a t t r i ­
b u t e d  ; s o ,  t o  Atma  w h o  i s  Sachchidananda a n d  w h o  
i s  c a s t e l e s s ,  n a m e l e s s ,  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n l e s s ,  a r e  a s s i g n e d  
s o m e  c a s t e ,  n a m e ,  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n ,  o n l y  t h r o u g h  t h o  
Upadhis— o r  c a u s e s  o r  u n d e r  t h e  c o l o u r — o f  Sthula, 
Sukshma, a n d  Kdrana Sariras.

(To be continued.)
-------- • --------

PRACTICAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS  
OF OCCULTISM.

V I I . — I n t u i t i o n .

Faith and Discrimination,

“  W ith o u t  F a i th  th e r e  i s  nt> excellence  i n  th i s  w o r ld , ’’—

S i r  B u l w f .b  I . y t t o n .

E v e r y  h u m a n  b e i n g  h a s  t h e  g e r m  o f  c e r t a i n  o c c u l t  
p o w e r s  i n  h i m s e l f .  I n  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  m a n k i n d  t h e y  
a r e  l a t e n t  a n d  u n d e v e l o p e d .  T o  d e v e l o p e  t h e m  a n d  
b r i n g  t h e m  i n t o  a c t i v i t y  m a n  h a s  t o  p a s s  s u c c e s s i v e l y  
t h r o u g h  t h r e e  s t a g e s  : Study, Understanding a n d  Work, 
o r  a s  Eliphas Levi h a s  i t : Theory, Realisation a n d  Adap­
tation. S t u d y  m a y  l e a d  t o  c o m p r e h e n s i o n  a n d  u n d e r ­
s t a n d i n g  ; i f  i t  d o e s  n o t ,  i t  w i l l  h a v e  n o t  t h e  d e s i r e d  r e ­
s u l t  a n d  t r u e  r e a l i s a t i o n  w i l l  b e  i m p o s s i b l e .  K n o w l e d g e  
w i t h o u t  w o r k  a d a p t e d  t o  t h e  o b j e c t  i n  v i e w  w i l l  b e  a  
d e a d  l e t t e r ;  b u t  w o r k ,  g u i d e d  b y  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  s t r e n g t h ­
e n e d  b y  f r e q u e n t  E x p e r i e n c e  a n d  P r a c t i c e ,  d e v e l o p e s  
w i l l  a n d  e s t a b l i s h e s  p e r m a n e n t  P o w e r .  .

T h e  g r e a t e s t  e n e m i e s  o f  P o w e r  a r e  Doubt a n d  Fear; 
i t s  g r e a t  a s s i s t a n t  i s  Faith,  O u r  d a i l y  o c c u p a t i o n s ,  s u c h



a s  w a l k i n g  a n d  m o v i n g  o u r  l i m b s ,  a r e  o n l y  s u c c e s s f u l l y  
p e r f o r m e d ,  b e c a u s e  w e  h a v e  f u l l  a n d  u n w a v e r i n g  f a i t h  in  
o u r  a b i l i t y  t o  p e r f o r m  t h e m .  T h e r e  a r e  o c c a s i o n a l l y  

c a s e s  m e t  w i t h ,  in  w h i c h  t h e  W i l l  i s  p a r a l y s e d  t h r o u g h  
d o u b t ,  a n d  t h e  p a t i e n t  i s  u n a b l e  t o  w a l k ,  s i m p l y  b e ­
c a n s e  h e  l i a s  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  c o n f i d e n c e  in  h i s  p o w e r  t o  d o  
s o ,  w h i l e ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  a n  i n d o m i t a b l e  w i l l ,  s t r e n  g t l i -  
e n e d  b y  f u l l  f a i t h  in  s u c c e s s ,  w i l l  a c c o m p l i s h  m a r v e l l o u s  
d e e d s .  T h e  o r a t o r  o r  t h e  p h y s i c i a n ,  w h o  h a s  n o  c o n f i ­
d e n c e  in  h i s  o w n  a b i l i t y ,  w i l l  m a k e  m a n y  b l u n d e r s ,  a n d  i f  
h i s  c l i e n t s  o r  p a t i e n t s  s h a r e  h i s  d o u b t s ,  h i s  u s e f u l n e s s  
w i l l  b e  s e r i o u s l y  i m p a i r e d ,  w h e r e  e v e n  t h e  i g n o r a n t  f a n a ­
t i c  o r  q u a c k  m a y  s u c c e e d ,  b e c a u s e  h i s  f a i t h  c o m m u n i ­
c a t e s  i t s e l f  t o  t h e  o t h e r s  a n d  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  b e c o m e  
m o r e  f a v o u r a b l e  t o  s u c c e s s .

F a i t h ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  e v e n  w i t h o u t  p e r f e c t  k n o w l e d g e ,  m a y  

b e  m o r e  u s e f u l  t h a n  k n o w l e d g e  w i t h o u t  f a i t h  a n d  c o n s e ­
q u e n t l y  w i t h o u t  a c t i o n .  S t r o n g  f a i t h ,  e v e n  i l : r e s t i n g  
u p o n  a n  e r r o n e o u s  c o n c e p t i o n ,  m a y  a c t  p o w e r f u l l y  iu  p r o ­
d u c i n g  r e s u l t s .  T h e  “ s p i r i t u a l  m e d i u m , ”  w h o  i s  f u l l y  
c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  h i s  “ s p i r i t s ”  c a n  p r o d u c e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s ,  
d o e s  n o t  duubt t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  d o  s o  “ i f  c o n d i t i o n s  a r o  
g o o d ”  a n d  t l i e  “  s p i r i t s ”  a r e  w i l l i n g ;  b u t  i f  h e  a t t e m p t s  
t o  p r o d u c e  t h e s e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  t h r o u g h  l i i s  o w n  w i l l ­
p o w e r ,  t h e  e f f i c a c y  o f  w l i i c h  h o  d o u b t s ,  h e  w i l l  g e n e r a l l y  
f a i l  u n l e s s  l i e  h a s  r e c o u r s e  t o  f r a u d .  T h e  o n l y  t r u e  e f f i ­
c a c y  o f  p r a y e r  a n d  c e r e m o n i e s  c o n s i s t s  i n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h ­
m e n t  o r  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o f  f a i t h .  F a i t h  p r o d u c e s  a u  e x ­
a l t e d  s t a t e  o f  t h e  i m a g i n a t i o n  w h i c h  b a n i s h e s  p a i n ,  c u r e s  
d i s e a s e ,  l e a d s  t o  h e r o i s m ,  a n d  t r a n s f o r m s  h e l l  i n t o  
h e a v e n .

Sir Bulwer Lytton  s a y s  : “  T b e  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  g h o s t l y  
o n e s  a r e  t h o s e  t h a t  w o u l d  a s p i r e  a n d  c a n  o n l y  f e a r . ”  
F e a r  a n d  D o u b t  a r e  t h e  h e l l - b o r n  d a u g h t e r s  o f  I g n o ­
r a n c e  t h a t  d r a g  m a n  d o w n  t o  p e r d i t i o n ,  w h i l e  F a i t h  i s  
t h e  w l i i t e - r o b e d  a n g e l  t h a t  l e n d s  h im  h e r  w i n g s  a n d  e n ­
d o w s  h im  w i t h  p o w e r .  “  S a m s a y a t m a  V i n a s y a t i ”  ( T h e  
D o u b t e r  p e r i s h e s )  s a i d  K r i s h n a  t o  A r j u n a ,  h i s  f a v o u r i t e  
d i s c i p l e .  T h e r e  a r e  t w o  o t h e r  e n e m i e s  o f  s u c c e s s  ; t h e i r  
n a m e s  a r e  Forgetfulness a u d  Neglect. T h e  s o u l ,  t h a t  n o t  
f u l l y  r e a l i s e s  t l i e  o b j e c t  i t  d e s i r e s  t o  a c c o m p l i s h ,  w i l l  o f t e n  
g r o w  w e a r y  u n l e s s  r e n d e r e d  s t r o n g  b y  a  c o n t i n u o u s  e f f o r t .  
F a i t l i  l i k e  W i l l  a n d  I m a g i n a t i o n  n e e d s  c o n s t a n t  p r a c t i c e .  
T h e  m o r e  a u  i d e a  i s  c u l t i v a t e d ,  t h e  m o r e  w i l l  i t  b e  r e a l ­
i s e d ,  a n d  t o  a s s i s t  i n  i t s  c u l t i v a t i o n  a n d  r e a l i s a t i o n  i s  t h e  
o b j e c t  o f  t l i e  v a r i o u s  s i g n s ,  s y m b o l s  a n d  w o r d s  t h a t  a r e  
u s e d  in  r e l i g i o u s  c e r e m o n i e s  a n d  o t h e r  p e r f o r m a n c e s  o f  
M a g i c .

A  s i g n  l i k e  a  l e t t e r  o r  a  w o r d  i s  u s e l e s s ,  u n l e s s  i t  
c o n v e y s  a  m e a n i n g  a n d  u n l e s s  t h a t  m e a n i n g  i s  r e a l i s e d  b y  
h i m  w h o  u s e s  t h e  s i g n .  T h e  m o r e  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  e n c o u n ­
t e r e d  m  c o m p r e h e n d i n g  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  s y m b o l s  a n d  
a l l e g o r i e s ,  l e t t e r s  a n d  s i g n s ,  a n d  t h e  m o r e  t h e  s t u d y  r e q u i r ­
e d  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e m  c o r r e c t l y ,  t h e  m o r e  w i l l  t h e  e f f o r t s  
u s e d  f o r  t h a t  p u r p o s e  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  w i l l  a n d  a s s i s t  t o  
r e a l i s e  t h e  i d e a .  T h e  p o e t r y  o f  Shakespeare o r  Schill-.r, 
t h e  e l o q u e n c e  o f  Demosthenes o r  t h e  l o g i c  o f  Plato  w i l l  
h a v e  h q e f f e c t  o n  h i m  w h o  l i s t e n s  t o  t h e m  w i t h o u t  u n d e r ­
s t a n d i n g  t l i e i r  l a n g u a g e ,  a n d  t h e  m o s t  p o t e n t  m a g i c a l  
s i g n s  a r e  u s e l e s s  d r a w i n g s  t o  h i m  w h o  c a n n o t  r e a l i s e  w h a t  
t h e y  m e a n ; w h i l e  t o  l i i m  w h o  i s  v e r s e d  in  o c c u l t  s c i e n c e ,  

a  s i m p l e  g e o m e t r i c a l  f i g u r e ,  e v e n  a  l i n e  o r  a  p o i n t ,  c o n ­
v e y s  a  v a s t  m e a n in g ' .

L e t  u s  f o r  i n s t a n c e  e x a m i n e  t h o  Pentagramm o r  t h o  
f i v e - p o i n t e d  s t a r .  S u p e r s t i t i o u s  a n d  c r e d u l o u s  p e o p l o  
b e l i e v e d  o n c e  t h a t  a t  t h e  s i g h t  o f  t h i s  s i g n  w i c k e d  
d e m o n s  w o u l d  f ly  a w a y  i n  t e r r o r ,  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  p r o t e c t  
h o u s e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  s o r c e r e r  a n d  t h o  w i t c h .  T h e  s i g n  i s  
f o u n d  a l m o s t  e v e r y w h e r e ,  o n  d r y  g o o d s  b o x e s  a s  t r a d e ­
m a r k s ,  o n  w h i s k e y  s h o p s  a u d  h o u s e s  o f  v i c e  a s  
o r n a m e n t s ,  a n d  t h e  S t a t e  o f  T e x  is  h a s  a d o p t e d  i t  f o r  i t s  
s e a l .  U n u n d e r s t o o d  i t  i s  n o t h i n g  b u t  a n  o r d i n a r y  g e o m e ­
t r i c a l  f i g u r e ,  a n d  s t i l l  t h r o u g h  i t s  u s e — i f  u s e d  w i t h  
w i s d o m — m a n  b e c o m e s  a  g o d .

I t  r e p r e s e n t s  ( a m o n g s t  o t h e r  t h i n g s )  t h e  M i c r o c o s m o s  
o f  M a n  a n d  h i s  p o w e r  o v e r  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  N a t u r e .  T h e  
f o u r  l o w e r  t r i a n g l e s  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  f o u r  e l e m e n t a r y  f o r c e s  
o f  N a t u r e  w i t h  t b e i r  c o r r e l a t i o n s  a n d  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s ,  t h e  
d a n g e r s  w h i c h  t h r e a t e n  h i m  f r o m  t h o  p h y s i c a l  a n d  
a s t r a l  p i a n o s ,  a n d  t h e  t e m p t a t i o n s  t o  w h i c h  h e  i s  e x p o s e d  
t h r o u g h  t h e  s e n s e s .  B u t  a l l  t h e s e  t r i a n g l e s  a r e  i n t e r r e l a t ­
e d  w i t h  t h e  t r i a n g l e  a t  t h e  t o p ,  t h e  s e a t  o f  W i s d o m  a n d  
I n t e l l i g e n c e ,  n p o n  w h i c h  t h e y  a l l  a c t  a n d  w h i c h  a c t s  
u p o n  t h e m  a l l  a n d  c a n  g o v e r n  t h e m  b y  i t s  w i l l .  H y  t h e  
r i g h t  u s e  o f  t h a t  s i g n ,  t h a t  i s ,  b y  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  l o w e r  
i n s t i n c t s  t h r o u g h  w i s d o m ,  m a n  g a i n s  m a s t e r y  o v e r  t h o  
f o r c e s  o f  n a t u r e .  W o  m u s t  t a k e  c a r e ,  t h a t  t h e  f i g u r e  i s  
w e l l  d r a w n  a n d  l e a v e s  n o  o p e n  p l a c e  ; t h n t  m e a n s  w o  
m u s t  c o n s t a n t l y  h a v e  all o u r  p a s s i o n s  u n d e r  c o n t r o l ,  
b e c a u s e  i f  o n e  s i n g l e  p e t - d e s i r o  i s  p e r m i t t e d  t o  e n t e r  t h e  
t e m p l e  u n g u i d e d ,  t h o  h a r m o n y  o f  t h e  w h o l e  w i l l  b e  d i s ­
t u r b e d ,  b u t  b y  d r a w i n g  u p  a l l  t h e  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  l o w e r  
t r i a n g l e s  i n t o  t h e  h i g h e r  o n e s ,  a n d  m a k i u g  t h e m  s u b s e r v i ­
e n t  t o  i t ,  e q u i l i b r i u m  w i l l  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  p o w e r  a n d  i m ­
m o r t a l i t y  w i l l  b e  t h e  r e s u l t .  T h e  c i r c l e  o f  t r i a n g l e s  w i l l  
t h e n  f o r m  i n t o  a  s q n a r o ,  t h e  s y m b o l  o f  p e r f e c t i o n ,  a n d  
m a n ’s  d e s t i n y  w i l l  b o  f u l f i l l e d .

T o  h i m  w h o  h a s  k n o w l e d g e ,  a  s i n g l e  s i g n  m a y  e x p r e s s  
m o r e  t h a n  c a n  b e  e x p r e s s e d  iu  i m p e r f e c t  l a n g u a g e .  T o  t h o  
‘‘ C h r i s t i a n ”  t h e  s i g n  o f  t h e  Gross r e p r e s e n t s  a n  i n s t r u -

m e n t  o f  t o r t u r e  a n d  d e a t h ,  t o  t h e  O c c u l t i s t  i t  r e p r e s e n t s  
t h e  t w o  d o m i n a n t  e n e r g i e s  o f  N a t u r e ,  A t t r a c t i o n  a n d  
l i e p n l s i o n ,  M a t t e r  a n d  S p i r i t ,  t h e  m a lo  a u d  t h e  f e m a l e  
p r i n c i p l e s ;  a n d  t h e  p o i n t  o f  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  t l i e  t w o  l i n e s ,  
t h e  C e n t r o  o f  W i s d o m ,  t h e  Rose of the Cross, t h e  C e n t r a l  
S u n  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s e ,  l i e  w h o  h a s  t h a t  s i g n ,  t h a t  m e a n s  
l i a  w h o  h a s  w i s d o m  [ t h e  c e n t r a l  p o i n t ]  a n d  k n o w s  h o w  
t o  g u i d e  t h e  o p p o s i n g  f o r c e s  o f  n a t u r e ,  w i l l  b e  v i c t o r i ­
o u s .  In Hoc Siyno Vinces, d o e s  n o t  m o a n  t h a t  i n  o r d e r  
t o  b e  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  l i f o  w e  m u s t  h a n g  o u  o u r  c l o t h e s  t h e  
s i g n  o f  a  c r o s s ,  b u t  t h a t  w e  m u s t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  m e a n i n g  
o f  t h e  s i g n ,  a n d  k n o w  h o w  t o  e m p l o y  i t .

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  s i g n s ,  w h o s e  r e a l i s a t i o n  
g i v e s  p o w e r ,  i s  t h a t  o f  t h o  d o u b l e  i n t e r l a c e d  t r i a n g l e ,  

s u r r o u n d e d  b y  a  s n a k o  w h o  b i t e s  h i s  t a i l .

H o  w h o  h a s  t h o r o u g h l y  c o m p r e h e n d e d  t h a t  s i g n  
k n o w s  t h e  l a w s  o f  e v o l u t i o n  a u d  i n v o l u t i o n  ; t h e  l a w s  o f  
t h o  d e s c e n t  o f’ s p i r i t  i n t o  m a t t e r  a n d  t h o  r e a s c e n s i o n  o f  
m a t t e r  t o  s p i r i t .  H e  k n o w s  th o  n e v e r - e n d i n g  c y c l e s  o f  
e t e r n i t y  w i t h  i t s  d a y s  a n d  i t s  n i g h t s .  S i x  p o i n t s  a r e  s e e n  
i n  t h e  s t a r ,  b u t  t h e  s e v e n t h  i n  t h e  c e n t r e  c a n n o t  b e  s e e n .  
F r o m  t h i s  i n v i s i b l e  c e n t r e ,  t h o  g r e a t  s p i r i t u a l  s u n  r a d i a t e s  
i t s  f o r c e s ,  f o r m i n g  a  c i r c l e  w h o s e  p e r i p h e r y  i s  w it h o u f .  
l i m i t s  u n d  b o y o n d  c o m p r e h e n s i o n ,  e v o l v i n g  s y s t e m s  o f  
w o r l d s  a n d  r e a b s o r b i n g  t h e m  i n t o  i t s  b o s o m .

A  s i g n  r e p r e s e n t s  a u  i d e a ,  a n d  h e l p s  u s  t o  r e a l i s e  t h a t  
i d e a ;  b n t  110 s i g n  c a n  b e  e f f i c a c i o u s ,  n n le s s  i t  i s  p r o p e r ­
l y  a p p l i e d .  A n  o l d  p r o v e r b  s a y s  : “  T h o  r o a d  t o  h e l l  i s  
p a v e d  w i t h  g o o d  i n t e n t i o n s . ”  A n  i n t e n t i o n  i s  u s e l e s s  

a s  l o n g  a s  i t  i s  n o t  p u t  i n t o  a c t i o n ,  T o  will e f f e c t i v e l y



i s  t o  a c t .  A c t i v e  w i l l ,  g n i d e d  b y  w i s d o m ,  i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  
i n  c a b a l i s t i c  l a n g u a g o  a s  t l i e  Word. “ I n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g '  
w a s  t l i o  w o r d , ”  m e a n s  t h a t  Wisdom m a n i f e s t i n g  i t s e l f  
t h r o u g h  Powor c a m e  i n t o  Activity  a n d  c a l l e d  t h e  u n iv e r s e  
i n t o  e x i s t e n c o .  A  w o r d  o r  a  l a n g u a g e  i s  a n  e x p r e s s i o n  
oE t h o u g h t ,  a n d  t o  b e  p e r f e c t  i t  m u s t  g i v e  p e r f e c t  
e x p r e s s i o n  t o  t h e  t h o u g h t  i t  i s  i n t e n d e d  t o  e x ­
p r e s s .  I n  o u r  p r e s e n t  s t a t o  o f  c i v i l i s a t i o n  w o r d s  a r e  
u s e d  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  c o n c e a l i n g  o u r  t h o u g h t s ,  o r  t o  
c o n v e y  a  f a l s e  i m p r e s s  i o n ,  a n d  a s  t h e  w o r d s  n r e  s a ls e ,  
s o  a r o  t h e  a c t s  w h i c h  f o l l o w  ; w o r d s  w i t h o u t  w i s d o m  
a n d  a c t s  w i t h o u t  j u s t i c e .  T o  g i v e  p e r f e c t  e x p r e s s i o n  t o  
a n  id e a  i s  Maqie ; t o  a c t  u p o n  t l i o  i m a g i n a t i o n  s o  a s  to  
c r e a t o  a  f a l s e  i m p r e s s i o n ,  i s  w i t c h c r a f t ,  d e c e p t i o n  a n d  
l i o ,  p r o v i d e d  i t  i s  d o n e  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  g a i n i n g  
p e r s o n a l  a d v a n t a g e s  t h r o u g h  d e c e p t i o n - *  S n c h  w i t c h ­
c r a f t  i s  p r a c t i s e d  e v o r y  d a y  a n d  in  a l m o s t  e v e r y  s t a t i o n  
o f  l i f o ,  f r o m  t h e  o r a t o r  i n  t h e  p u l p i t  w h o  w h e e d l e s  h i s  
a u d i e n c e  i n t o  a  b e l i e f  t h a t  h o  p o s s e s s e s  t h e  k e y s  o f  h e a v e n  
a n d  h e l l ,  d o w n  t o  t h e  m e r c h a n t ,  w h o  c h e a t s  w i t h  h i s  g o o d s .  
iS n c l i  p r a c t i c e s  a r e  p u b l i c l y  d e n o u n c e d  a n d  s i l e n t l y  
f o l l o w e d ,  a n d  a s  t h o  i n t e l l e c t u a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t l i e  n i c e  
a d v a n c e s  a n d  i t s  m o r a l i t y  l a g s  b e h i n d ,  t h e s e  p r a c t i c e s  
w i l l  b o  f o l l o w e d  b y  o t h e r s ,  t h a t  w i l l  f i n a l l y  e n d  in  B l a c k  
M a g i c  a n d  b r i n g  d e s t r u c t i o n  u p o n  t h e  n a t i o n . f  b u c h  
h a s  b e e n  t h o  f a t e  o f  f o r m e r  c i v i l i s a t i o n s ,  a u d  w e  c a n  

t r a c e  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  t h a t  l a w  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a y .

A s  t h e  p o w e r  o f  g o o d  i n c r e a s e s ,  s o  i n c r e a s e s  t l i e  
p o w e r  o f  e v i l ,  f o r  n e i t h e r  g o o d  n o r  e v i l  h a v e  a n y  a b s o l u t e  
e x i s t e n c o  b y  t h e m s e l v e s .  T h e y  a r e  o n l y  r e l a t i v e  t e r m s  
a u d  e i t h e r  e x i s t s  o n l y  iu  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h o  o t h e r .  I t  is  
t h e r e f o r e  o f t e n  e x t r e m e l y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  g o o d  
f r o m  o v i l ,  a n d  t h e  f i r s t  p o w e r  w h i c h  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  fo r  
t h o  s t u d e n t  o f  o c c u l t i s m  t o  a c q u i r e ,  i s  t h o  p o w e r  o f  
p r o p e r  Discrimination. I f  t h e  p r i m i t i v e  e q u i l i b r i u m  h a d  
n e v e r  b e e n  d i s t u r b e d ,  t h e r e  w o u ld  b e  n o  l i f e ,  i f  t h e  p o le s  
o f  t h e  m a g n e t  n e u t r a l i s e  e a c h  o t h e r ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  m a g n e t ­
i s m  ; i f  l o v e  a n d  h a t e  a r e  e q u a l ,  i n d i f f e r e n c e  i s  th o  

r e s u l t .

I n  t h o  p l a n e s  o f  r e l a t i v i t y  e x c e s s  i n  a n y  d i r e c t i o n  i s  
b a d  ; i n  t h e  absolute t h e r e  c a n  b e  n o  e x c e s s ,  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  
i n f i n i t e  i n  i t s e l f .  T h e r e  c a n  b e  n o  e x c e s s  in  absolute 
J u s t i c e ,  W i s d o m  o r  T r u t h ,  b u t  o n  t h e  l o w e r  p l n n e s  a l l  
t h i n g s  m n s t  b e  w e i g h e d  in  t h o  s c a l e s  b y  t h e  p o w e r  o f  
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .

I f  w e  a r e  a b l e  t o  d i s c r i m i n a t e  p r o p e r l y  a n d  t o  
a p p r e c i a t e  e v e r y t h i n g  a c c o r d i n g  t o  i t s  t r u e  v a l u e ,  w o  
a r e  t h e n  in  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t r u e  o c c n l t  p o w e r ,  i f  w e  w is h  
t o  p r o d u c e  a  m e c h a n i c a l  o r  c h e m i c a l  e f f e c t ,  w e  m u s t  
k n o w  h o w  to  d i s c r i m i n a t e  b e t w e e n  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  N a t u r e .  
I f  y o u  w i s h  t o  c o n t r o l  a  m a n ,  y o u  m u s t  s t u d y  h i m  a n d  
i d e n t i f y  y o u r s e l f  w i t h  h i s  f e e l i n g s  a n d  y e t  r e m a i n  m e n t a l l y  
a u d  s p i r i t u a l l y  a b o v e  h i m .  I f  y o u  w a n t  t o  c o n t r o l  a s p i r i t ,  
y o u  m u s t  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  h i s  p r e v a i l i n g  t h o u g h t ,  

t h e n  r i s e  m o r a l l y  a b o v e  h i m ,  a n d  y o u  w i l l  a t t r a c t  h i m  a n d  
d r a g  h i m  w h e r e v e r  y o u  l i k e .

O n l y  a n  i n t e l l i g e n t  a n d  w e l l  b a l a n c e d  m i n d  c a n  d i s c r i ­
m i n a t e  p r o p e r l y  a n d  b e  a b l e  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e t w e e n  th e  
r e a l  a n d  i t s  e v e r - c h a n g i n g  f o r m s ,  a n d  o n l y  s u c h  a m in d  
i s  f i t  t o  d i v e  i n t o  t h o  h i d d e n  m y s t e r i e s  o f  N a t u r e  a n d  
M i u d ,  t o  h a v e  h i s  i n n e r  s i g h t  o p e n e d ,  a n d  g r e a t e r  
p o w e r s  c o n f e r r e d  u p o n  h im  b y  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  Initiation.

* A  P a r l i a m e n t a r y  d e c re o  w a s  p a s s e d  a n d  r e g i s t e r e d  u n d e r  Kin® 
L o u is  X V : “  W h o e v e r  b y  m e a n s  o f  ro d  o r  w h i t e  p a i n t ,  p e r f u m e s ,  
e s s e n c e ? ,  a r t i f ic ia l  t e e t h ,  f a ls o  h a i r ,  c o t to n  w o o l, i r o n  c o r s e t s ,  h o o p s , 
s h o e s  w i th  h ig h  h e e ls ,  o r  f a l s e  h ip s ,  s h a l l  s e e k  to  e n t i c e  i n t o  th «  b o n d s  
o f  m a r r i a g e  a n y  rtia le  s u b je c t  o f  h is  M a je s ty ,  s h a l l  b e  p r o s e e n te d  
f o r  w i t c h c r a f t  a n d  d e c la r e d  in c a p a b le  o f  m a t r im o n y .”

f  Ifc m a y  b e  s a id  t h a t  u n d e r  t h e  a b o v e  d e f in i t io n  a l l  s l e i g h t  o f  h a n d  
p e r f o r m e r s  m i g h t  bo c o n s id c ro d  w iz a rd s .  T h is  is ,  h o w e v e r ,  n o t  th o  
c a se  ; f o r  a l th o u g h  s u c h  p e r f o r m a n c e s  d e c e iv e  th e  s e n s e s  a n d  a r e  p ro ­
d u c e d  fo r  th e  p u r p o s e  o f  g a in ,  s t i l l  th e y  ta k e  p la c o  w i th  t h e  c o n s e n t  
o f  th o  a u d ie n c e ,  w h o  k n o w  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  to  b o  d e c e iv e d ,  a n d  th o  
e s s e n t i a l  e l e m e n t  o f  f r a u d  is  w a n t i n g -  I f  th o  a u d ie n c e  a t  p u b lic  
s e a n c e s  i n s u l t s  t h e  “  m e d iu m s ,”  i t  is  b e c a u s e  t h e y  b e l ie v e  th e m s e lv e s  
v ic t im s  o f  f r a n d .  S le i g h t  o f  h a n d  p e r f o r m e r s  a r e  n o t  u s u a l l y  s u b je c t  
t o  s u c h  a t t a c k s .

H e  w h o  h a s  r e a c h e d  t l i a t  s i a g e  n e e d  n o t  s e a r c h  f o r  a n  
Adopt t o  i n s t r u c t  h it n  • t l i e  A d a p t  w i l l  b e  j> t tr n c te d  t o  ’
l i i m ,  a n d  b e c o m e  h i s  i n s t r u c t o r ,  in  t h c  s a m e  m a n n e r  f i s a  
m a n  m a y  b e  a t t r a c t e d  b y  t h e  b e a u t y  o f  a n  a n i m a l  o r  o f  

a  f lo w e r .
H e ,  w h o  a s c e n d s  t o  t.h e  t o p  o f  a h i g h  m o u n t a i n ,  n e e d  

n o t  i n q u i r e  f o r  s o m e b o d y  t o  b r i n g  h i m  p a r e  a ir .  P u r e  a i r  
s u r r o i i m i s  h i m  t h e r e  o u  a l l  s i d e s .  T h e  r e a l m  o f  w i s d o m  
i.s n o t  l i m i t e d  b y  s p a c e ,  a n d  l i e  w h o s e  m in d  i s  r e c e p t i v e  
w i l l  u o t  s u f f e r  f r o m  w a n t  o f  d i v i n o  i n f l u x ,  to  f c v d  h is  
i n s p i r a t i o n .  I n s p i r a t i o n  p r e s u p p o s e s  A s p i r a t i o n  a n d  the 
best, rcnif to aspire is to art-

T h o  p o w e r  t o  d i s c r i m i n a t e  p r o p e r l y ,  o x ,  i n  o t h e r  
w o r d s ,  t o  p e r c e i v e  t h e  t r u t h  c l e a r l y  a n d  w i l h o u t  d o u b t ,  is  
c a l l e d  Intuition. I t  i s  t h e  h i g h e s t  d e g r e e  o f  I n t e l l e c t i o n  
a n d  i s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  p r a c t i c e  a n d  g r o w t h  e i t h e r  in  a  p r e ­
v io u s  b i r t h  o r  in  t h o  p r e s e n t  e x i s t e n c e .  I t  i s  i t s e l t  t i t e  
h i g h e s t  Reason, a n d  c a n  t h e r e f o r e  n o t  b e  o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  
r e s u l t s  a t  w h i c h  w o  t ir r iv o  b y  r e a s o n i n g ,  p r o v i d e d  w e  
r e a s o n  o u  t h e  h i g h e s t  p l a n e  o f  u n s e l f i s h  t h o u g h t .  O n  t l i e  
l o w e r  p l a n e s  o u r  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r e s t s  m a y  c l a s h  w i t h  t h e  
d i c t a t e s  o f  o u r  i n t u i t i o n ,  a n d  b y  a  c o n t i n u e d  d i s r e g a r d  
f o r  t h e  v o i c e  o f  I u t u i t i o n  a n d  Conscience t h o  p e r c e p t i o n  
o f  t h e  s p i r i t  b e c o m e s  c l o u d e d  a u d  t h e  h i g h e r  I n t u i t i o n s  

a r e  l o s t .
' l 'h e  s c h o o l  in  w h i c h  t h e  o c c u l t i s t  g r a d u a t e s  h a s  m a n y  

c l a s s e s ,  e a c h  c l a s s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a  l i f e .  T h e  d a y s  o f  v a c a ­
t i o n  m a y  a r r i v e  b e f o r e  t h e  l e s s o n  i s  l e a r n e d ,  a n d  w h a t  
h a s  b e e n  l e a r n e d  m a y  b e  f o r g o t t e n  d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  o f  
v a c a t i o n  ; b u t  s t i l l  t h e  im p r e s s i o n  r e m a i n s  a n d  a  t h i n g  
o n c e  l e a r n e d  i s  e a s i l y  l e a r n e d  a g a i n .  T h i s  a c c o u n t s  f o r  
t h o  d i f f e r e n t  t a l e n t s  w i t h  w h i c h  m e n  a r e  e n d o w e d ,  a n d  
f o r  t h e i r  p r o p e n s i t i e s  f o r  g o o d  o r  f o r  e v i l .  N o  e f f o r t  
i s  l o s t ,  e v e r y  c a u s e  c r e a t e s  a  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  e f f e c t ,  n o  
f a v o r s  a r e  g r a n t e d ,  n o  v i c a r i o u s  a t o n e m e n t  t a k e s  p l a c e .  
B l i n d  a n d  d e a f  i s  t h e  l a w  o f  j u s t i c e ,  d e a l i n g  o u t  t o  
e v e r y  o n e  a c c o r d i n g  to  h i s  m e r i t s  o r  d e m e r i t s  ; b u t  h e  
w h o  h a s  n o  s e l f i s h  d e s i r e  f o r  r e w a r d  a n d  n o  c o w a r d l y  
f e a r  o f  p u n i s h m e n t ,  b u t  w h o  d a r e s  t o  a c t  r i g h t l y  b e ­
c a u s e  h e  c a n n o t  a c t  w r o n g ,  i d e n t i f i e s  h i m s e l f  w i t h  t h e  
l a w  a n d  i u  t h e  e q u i l i b r i u m  o f  t h o  l a w  w i l l  h e  f i n d  h i s  
Power.

A .  B .
--------«--------

A W ONDERFUL CURE OF S E R P E N T -B IT E .
(From the Maharatta, Voona.)

“  Iloratio— O h  ! d a y  a n d  n ig h t ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  w o n d r o u s  
s t r a n g e  !

Hamlet— A n d  t h e r e f o r e  n s  a  s t r a n g e r  g i v e  i t  w e lc o m e .  T h e r e  
a r e  m o r e  t h i n g s  in  h e a v e n  a n d  e a r t h ,  I l o r a t i o ,  t h a n  a r e  
d r e a m t  o f  in  y o u r  p h i lo s o p h y .”
I  a m  a  J o i n t  S u b o r d in a t e  J u d g e  h e r e  a t  R a b im u t p n r  w h ic h  

i s  a  T a lu k a  s t a t i o n  a b o u t  1 5  m ile s  f r o m  S a t t a r a .  O n  T u e s ­
d a y  la s t ,  1 6 th  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 8 8 4 ,  I  w i t n e s s e d  a  s p e c t a c le  w h ic h  
h a s  f i l l e d  m e  w i t h  a s t o n i s h m e n t  a n d  w h ic h  m i g h t i l y  s t r e n g t h ­
e n e d  m y  b e l i e f  ih  t h o  m y s t e r io u s  w a y s  o f  N a t u r e .  M y  
r e s id e n c e  h e r e  is  j u s t  o p p o s i t e  to  th e  C o u r t  h o u s e .  T h e r e  is  
a  finfe D l ia r a m s a ia  to  t l i e  l e f t  o f  m y  h o u s e ,  w h e r e  a  M a h a r  
w o m a n  c a l le d  S a r j - i  w a s  b r o u g h t  in  t h e  e v e n in g  a n d  w a s  a n ­
n o u n c e d  a s  h a v i n g  b e e n  b i t  b y  a  s e r p e n t .  S h e  w a s  s u r r o u n d ­
e d  b y  h e r  M a h a r  r e l a t io n s  w h o  w e r e  in  a  f r i g h t .  T h e  
M a h a r  w o m a n  w h o  w a s  p r e g n a n t  a n d  w h o  w a s  m o r e  th a n  3 0  
y e a r s  o ld  w a s  b i t t e n  b y  a  la r g e  s e r p e n t  in  b e r  o w n  h o v e l ,  
w h ic h  i s  i n  t h o  M a h a r w a d a  o r  tb e  p la c e  w h e r o  th e  M a h a r s  
l iv e .  S h o  w a s  d o in g  s o m e  d o m e s t ic  w o r k  in  t h e  h o u s e  a n d  
w h i l e  y e t  t h e r e  w a s  l e f t  s o m e  d a y l i g h t  o u t s id e  t h e  b o u s e ,  
in s id e  i t  w a s  d a r k  a n d  s h e  b e g a n  to  l i g h t  t h e  la m p .

I n  t h e  c o r n e r  w a s  l y i n g  a t  e a se  a  la r g e  s e r p e n t  t h a t  c o i le d  
i t s e l f  r o u n d  h e r  r ig 'h t  l e g ,  t h e  to e  o f  w h ic h  w a s  b i t t e n  b y  th e  
a n im a l .  W e l l ,  w h e n  s h e  w a s  b r o u g h t  to  t h e  D h a r a m s a la ,  
s o m e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  a s s e m b le d  t h e r e — a n d  I  t o o ,  a c tu a t e d  
b y  a n  in t e n s e  f e e l i n g  o f  c u r io s i t y ,  w e n t  to  s e e  th e  s p e c t a c le .  
T w o  M a n  tr e e s ,  o r  p e r s o n s  w h o  a r e  w e l l  v e r s e d  in  th e  a r t  o f  
c u r i n g  t h e  s e r p e n t - b i t e  b y  c h a r g in g  w a t e r  w i t h  th e  p o t e n c y  
o f  s o m e  M a g ic  w o r d s  w h i c h  t h e y  c h a n t ,  w e r e  p r e s e n t  on  t h e  
s p o t .  I  p e r s o n a l ly  k n e w  b o t h  o f  t h e m  b e f o r e  t h i s  t im e .  O n e  is  
a  c l e r k  in  t h e  S u b - J u d g e ’s C o u r t  a n d  i s  a  p io u s  B r a h m in  b y  
c a s t e ,  H i s  n a m e  i s  V i s h n u  R ,  D a n d e k a r .  T h e  o t h e r  i s



also a Brahmin and a resident of this village. Ho is reputed 
to be a most powerful Mantree or magician, who calls the 
serpent’s self and compels it to speak through the instrument­
ality of the person bitten. From all the surrounding villages, 
persons bitten by serpents are brought to him, and if the 
patient exhibits the least marks of life, it1 is said, he never 
fails in his cure. This mauls name isBalkoba Gizre. There 
was present also a kunbee, a third Mantree, a tall bold Patcll, 
who is known in the village as Ganu Naikavde. Tbe patient, 
fSarja, was firmly tied by cords to one of the pillars of the 
Dharamsala by her relatives. She had 1 10  consciousness 
whatever. H er eyes were open and she wildly looked into 
the air. Gradually she opened her mouth and began to 
move about or flourish her tongue, presenting a very horrid 
appearance. Then she, began to throw out foam. These 
wore the symptoms—so far as I could see from a short dis­
tance. Of course I am not a doctor by profession. Nor 
bad I ever before seen a person bitten by a venomous serpent. 
B nt the people, who were present there and who had seen 
several cases of Serpent-bito, said that but for the 
Mantrees, she would have died within an hour or two. I will 
now describe in detail the process of the Mantrees. Although 
there were three Mantrees present, they elected one of them 
to disenchant the patient. That was the clerk iu my court—■ 
Mr. V. It. Dandekar. A few branches of Kadu (bitter) 
Limb tree were ordered for and a large pot filled with stream 
water was also procured. On the branches of the tree, the 
large Tambia (brass pot) with water in it was placed. The 
clerk began to mesmerise or enchant the water and soon 
after commenced to throw it with force by the palm 
of his hand against the bare face of the woman, who was tied 
down, who was completely unconscious and whose tongue 
and eyes were rolling about and whose mouth was foaming. 
Within about 15 minutes she began to move about her head 
to aiul fro and shortly after began to grumble. The second 
Mantree, who was simply squatting by the side of Mr. 
Dandekar, said in a high tone, “ Speak you out. Who aro 
you? Aha! perhaps you are the M;ilee.” With a horrid 
smile, staring eyes, the woman nodded but said nothing. 
K0 0 1 1  she said, upon Balkoba’s asking her if the Malee want­
ed bread and Methee vegetable I am not Malee, I  am 
serpent.” The Mantrees said, “ Nag or Sap ?” (Cobra or 
other serpent). She said. “ Sap” (serpent). “ W hy did you 
bite her ?”—said the Mantrees. “ I bit lier because I want­
ed to take her away as a prey that I  liked.” After a good 
deal of trouble and manipulation and threats, &c., the woman 
said—“ I am a Mahar, my name is Sabha Mahar, I am a 
father-in-lawof this woman. I did good to my sons. But 
they never gave me any thing. My elder son married twice 
and in all there were four marriages in the house, but no 
‘ Nivada’ or gift of food was made to me. I  wished to 
come to the loins of this woman. I  wished tha t my namo 
should be given to my grand-son. But they did not do so.” 
The serpent said he would not go as he liked the pregnant 
woman to bo his prey or victim. The words were : “ Potee- 
seela konee Sodatai ?” “ Will any wise person leave or let 
go snch a fine prey as a pregnant woman ?” Although the 
Mantrees, of whom Mr. Dandekar who was actually operat­
ing upon and Mr. Balkoba who was advising him, repeat­
edly told her or rather the serpent who was speaking in 
her, to leave her, the serpent was obstinate and repeat­
edly said that he was extremely unwilling to let go such a 
prey and he had made his mind to take her away, that is, 
“ to kill her.’’ “ What is the good to you if you tako her 
away?” —said the Mantrees. The serpent said : “ I  will 
get a ‘ name : they all will say the serpent took away 
a pregnant woman: so I  will get fame.” The Mantrees 
said .- “ You shall not get the prey, you shall not take it 
away. Ask for some other gift, such as food to eat and you 
will get it”. The serpent said it did not want any. “ Where 
ave you?”—said the Mantrees. “ I am sitting under the 
Kangee (a large Bambu or thatch basket to store corn in )” , 
said the serpent. In fact, this scene was going on for 
about two hours. I had my wateli with me. When I  went to 
the Dharamsala, which is only next door to my house, it was 
about half past 7 l’ . M. And when the cure was actually 
completed, it was 10 minutes past 10. But let me proceed. 
Mr. Dandekar at last eould not exert sufficient power over 
the serpent so as to compel it to leave her. But, by the bye, 
I forgot to state one im portant circumstance, aud that was 
the serpent actually told which toe and which leg it 
was that was bitten and after some expostulation the 
serpent was persuaded to lick back the poison. Agaiu aud

again the serpent promised to leave her and go away and 
actually commenced to lie down and move on like a creeping 
thing iu a pretence of leaving. The surrounding people 
thought now the serpent would leave h e r ; but again it 
came and the woman waved abont her palm on the ground 
m the fashion of a moving serpent. At last the third 
kunbee Mantree came forward, brought another large 
vessel filled with stream water nnd began to mesmerise or 
influence it by breathing 0 1 1  it. In the meantime, the 
Mantree ordered the woman to be taken aside and deprived 
of her greenish Lugda (cloth or lower garment) and put 
0 1 1  a white cloth—which they did. Tlie woman was again 
brought to the pillar and tied down, throe or four of her 
relatives holding her tightly. The Mantree commenced 
with a considerable force to throw the cnchantcd water 
against her face which was muffled in a portion of the 
white cloth. The serpent felt stifled or suffocated, as 
the woman breathed heavily, aud at last left the woman. 
Seeing that she fell down, the Patell Mantree asked 
her relatives to call her by her name. Thereupon oue 
of the nearest relatives of the woman, who was by 
her side and who was holding her, called her out by her 
name “ Sarja get up the woman answered the call and 
slowly got up aud regaining consciousness said to the man, 
“ Why are you here ?” To the surprize of all present 
she was completely cured and free to stand. Some Limb 
leaves were given her by the Patell Mantree to eat, and when 
she was asked “ How do you taste ?”—she said “ B itter!” 
“ There it is,” said the Mantree , “ you can take her awsy, 
bnt before you take her away, let her drink some water from 
the Tambia.” She drank the water and she was soon taken 
away to her house, walking 0 1 1  her own legs. Dear Editor, 
all this I saw with my own eyes. So far as my wits could 
imagine, 1 could not possibly detect any humbug Or impos­
ture. I  liave read and heard and seen a g n a t  deal about the 
Theosophists as I was in Bombay then wheu Colonel Olcott 
and Madamo Blavatsky first landed iu India and for many 
years afterwards.

I had myself very little faith in mesmerism, occultism and 
Mantrism. But I must frankly confess—during the last week 
here at Raliimutpoor 1 saw throe instances of wliat I call 
“ Mantrism" and in the three instances there was scarcely 
any ground for suspicion. The one principal instance has 
already been described above with details. Of the two 
other instances one was a similar cure effected by means of 
water enchanted by Balkoba Gizre. Mr. P. V. Gnpte is the 
permanent Subordinate Judge of this plaec. He has kept a 
tonga. About 8 days ago, one of his ponies was bitten by a 
cobra while the pony was in tlie stable. I t was in the after­
noon Mr. Gupte was in the court doing his work. When he 
got the information that his pony was bitten by a serpent, he 
went home aud requested his friends to go to Balkoba Gizre 
and fetch him. Mr. Balkoba simply prepared the water and, 
sent it to be given to the pony. The symptoms wore—the 
snout of tho pony was enormously swollen, it would 
not eat any thing and was thoroughly inactive. By 
administering the water to the pony as directed by Mr. 
Balkoba, the Mantree, within about two days the pony 
became better and is now doing well. On Saturday last, the 
14th September 188-A, my cook was bit by a scorpion. The 
cook is a young man of tall stature aud very strong. So for 
a while he patiently suffered the pain. When I heard it (it 
was 7 or 8 o’clock in the night) I went down to see how the 
cook was doing. I sent for Mr. Dandekar, who came after 
a short time, and asked for some Ash (Rakh). He chanted 
the m antra—or muttered some words aud threw the ash on 
the part affected, and, to iny great surprize, within about 
twenty minutes, the part affected by the poison became less 
and less so and at last the pain was confined to the toe of 
his right leg, which was in fact the part bitten by the 
scorpion. The pain was removed. That night my eook 
slept soundly. 1 have simply stated the facts to you as I 
saw them and leave your readers to believe or disbelieve 
them. These Mantrees are the doctors of the villagers. In 
these villages, there are n o  dispensaries— 110  doctors. Men 
live and die entirely at the mercy of the Mantrees and the 
so-ealled quacks. But when in the civilized towns serpent- 
bitten patients have no hopes whatever and doctors quietly 
bend down their heads and sit idle, the Mantrees, if the 
patient only has some life left in him, boldly commence tbeir 
attacks ou the poison. I t  is a pity there is not as much 
sympathy for the cause of ou the part of those



who can promote tho cause of scicnce, because instances 
snch as those 1 have seen arc not brought to their noticc. 
ThoseMantrees are generally men of no education. And 
consequently it is so difficult to induce them to show their 
wonderful skill to the world. They do their performances, 
no doubt, in the midst of a crowd of villagers, but if they 
are asked, for instance, to go to Bombay and submit them­
selves to be tested beforo a Committee of learned doctors, it 
will reqnire adeal of trouble to persuade them to do so. How­
ever that may be, it. is quite certain that the learned and 
the Government do not do t,heir best, to unravel these secrets. 
Tlio Mantrees nre not mere humbug and imposture; I 
already believe it and I hope to be more and. more convinced 
of the fact in course of time. '

G o v i n d  W a s u d u v  K a n i t k a u ,
Joint Subordinate Judge,

liahimulpur.
2 1 s i  Sept. 1 8 8 4 ,

Wo testify to tho facts described in tho above letter by 
Mr. G. W. Kanitkar, as wc both wen; present on tho occasion 
in question when the Mnhar woman “ Sarja ’ was bitten by 
a serpent and was cured by the Mantrees of our village.

Gopai, Baisaji P auanjpr,
E n g lish  P le a d er  in  the S u b -J u d g e  Court.

T u k a k a m  vS u t a .i i  L e f . h t ,
21 s i  Sept. 1 8 8 4 .  Super. Vernacular School.

N o te ,— W n s  th o  w o m a n  b i t t e n  b y  a  p o iso n o u s  s n a k e ,  o r  iv a s  sho  
in  a  f i t  o f  h y s te r i c a  ?

-------- »--------

t h e  b o r d e r  l a n d  d e t w e e n  m a t t e r  a n d
S P IR IT .

(By a Hindoo.)
M a t t e r  is a term, the definition of which is so well known 

that it need not lie defined here anew. All that is not matter, 
nor a condition of mat ter, nor a force which cannot be con­
ceived separately from matter, but a t the same time the 
existence of which is undisputed, wc call spirit. Time, and 
space, wo exclude from the above definition, because they are 
mere voids which wo limitedly appropriate for certain pur­
poses. The above definition of spirit is, we are aware, very 
imperfect and unscientific. By tlie very nature of tho 
snbject it must be so. Until, however, a more correct and 
scientific one could be framed, that definition will answer all 
purposes we have before us.

That there is existence and yet not matter we all know and 
admit. Some of these existences are manifest to our external 
senses. Others are known from their effects. There is no 
material difference between a living man and one recently 
dead. But yet what a great difference ! W hat is tho factor, 
which by being present in the one and absent in the other 
makes the difference ? You think, calculate, judge and feel 
in yonr waking moments. There is a disorderly caricature 
of these in your dreams. W hat a v a s t difference between 
the t.wo ? W liat is the factor that makes the difference ? It 
does not come under tho definition of matter. Yet it is not 
independent of matter. If independent, a man shot or stran­
gled should not die. A man who in dream ineffectually 
belabours his adversary should not, pant and perspire.

The moon is known to influence tides in tho sea. Why 
should this be? Every day every point on earth faces the 
moon—its dark or bright surface. Why should the bl ight 
surface act on tides, and that in proportion to its brightness ? 
I t  is not tho light, for solar light is much stronger, and the 
moon’s light is only a reflection of the solar light whieh does 
not, itself affect tides. What, is it then ? It is notorious that 
certain bodily ailments—asthma particularly —exhibit par­
oxysms when tho moon is full or new. I t is a fact that tho 
blossoms of the mango tree drop off largely during the “ last 
quarter,” when t.he moon rises between m idnight and day­
break. W hat connection is there between the moon and 
bodily ailments, or between the moon and mango flowers ? 
No material link is conceivable. Yet m atter is affected by 
something. Bats desert a house about to fall, and certain 
species of leech show great commotion when a storm is im­
pending. In  neither caso man sees immediate sign of tho 
approaching event. How is this to bo accounted for ? •

Li^ht and sound stand on the verge of the material world. 
W hat is ligh t?  I t is not m atter iu itself, but it becomes 
perceptiblo when it touches matter. Also it must emanate 
from matter. The theory of light is that it is the effect of 
waves produced by luminous or light-producing matter on.

othor which is said to fill all space. W hat is this ether again ? 
The chemist calls certain gaseous or liquid substances hy tho 
name of ether. That is, however, matter which can be tested. 
The ether of the Light-theorists is quite another thing. It 
cannot tie matter for various reasons. Impenetrability is ono 
of fundamental laws of matter. If ether and atmospheric 
air are both matter they cannot co-exist—each manifesting 
its qualities distinctively. Hut light and air do co-cxist., in­
dependently of one another so far as their main characteris­
tics go. Air causes refraction—glass too causes refraction. 
The very fact of air and glass and other matter allowing light 
to pass through, only bending tho rays m oicor less, would 
show that ono or the; other is not matter. A ray of light does 
not pass through a pane of gla.ss on the same principle that a 
jot of water passes through a cloth or filter. In the latter 
ease it is a subtler matter passing through a less compact one. 
So is the passing of siir and gases through liquids. But a 
ray of light whieh easily passes through a disc of thick plate 
glass is intercepted by a disc of thin metal or wood or paste­
board. Yet, the fact of refraction would show that t h e r e  is 
somethinf/ material in light or light-eonvcying ether. W hat 
is it then ? ’ •

Again, light analyses itself into colors. That is, when light 
falls on a >'ody, a portion of its component parts is absorbed 
by that body, and the rest is reflected. The reflected portion 
is its color. What is this absorption—Chemical ? Mechanical ? 
Neither. The body is the same in quality and quantity both 
in a dark room and in light,. It neither undergoes a chemi­
cal change nor changes in weight and dimensions by being- 
brought from a dark r,,om to light. But there are instances 
in whioh light does chemically affect matter. Photography 
for instance. Thus, light displays some properties of matter 
aud trangrosses other laws of matter.

Speaking of reflection and color, is it, not queer that two 
substances of tho samo chemical constitution should absorb 
entirely different parts of light? Think of diamond and 
charcoal—both carbon. The leaves of a plant—say, gera- 
ninm—aro of the same ehcmical composition as its blossoms. 
Yet, tho leaves reflect green rays, while tho flowers reflect 
pink, scarlet,, yellow, &e.

Light is a positive existence. Is it matter ? If wo accept 
it as matter we must greatly remodel the present theory of 
matter. But can we say tha t light is not m atter ? That too 
is very bird-

Let ns turn to sound. Sound is produced by air in motion. 
Bnt it is not all motion of air that produces sound. A strong 
gust of wind, m  itself, has hardly any marked sound. It 
whistles, it rustles, it howls and it moans according to tho 
'nature of the trees it  passes, but those sounds are not tho 
effect of the 7>iain motion of tho air. Sound is produced by 
the vibratory or tremulous motion of the air. When a hurri­
cane produces hardly any definite sound, the cracking of ono 
of your knuckles gives a sharp and well defined sound. A 
closo room keeps out a hurricane, but it only partially in ter­
cepts sound.

These vibratory and sonnd-prodncing air waves are of infi­
nite variety. The directions in which thc}  ̂ vaT  are two—■ 
quantity, and quality or pilch. From the tick of a lad j’s 
watch to tho mighty thunder you find the range of quantity. 
From the first bass key in an organ or harmonium to the last 
treble key, yon find the range of pitch. Quantity or loudness 
of sound is determined by the vigor and volume of vibration. 
Fitch depends upon the shortness or length of vibration. 
The greater the tension of a wire or other sound-producing 
matter the shorter is the vibratory wave. So also, tension 
being the same, the shorter tho length, the higher is tlio 
pitch. ,

The reader is presumed to know something of tho Gamut 
whether in .Hindu or European music. Wliat can be more 
remarkable than that the fundamental note, after gradual 
intermediate variations (six according to the musical scalcs 
of all nations) should re-exhibit itself as its octaves ? Tliat 
the identity between tho fundamental note and its octaves is 
not a conventional or fanciful one is abundantly evident 
enough from their extreme harmony. Stronger proof exists, 
not only to show the identity but symphonic activity. Most 
readers know tho Hindu musical instrument 'l'ambur. I t  is 
a  mere accompaniment to othor instruments or vocal music. 
I t  has ono brass aud three steel wires raised on bridges at 
either end. The movable bridge on the largor or “ pot” end 
is flat—about, an inch in breadth and well polished. Tho 
wires, when struck, slightly rub againt this surface. To 
increase the continuity of the vibration small cotton or Bilk



threads are introduced between each wire and the bridge at 
such points as would raise the wire so as to just touch the 
edge of the bridge while vibrating but not while at rest. The. 
first or brass wire is tuned C. The second steel wire is tuned
G. The third aud fourth steel wires are alike tuned C C 
octave.

Now, ordinarily when one wire is struck, it is only that 
wire that vibrates. But in the above instrument, provided 
it is a well made one, when one of the C 0  octaves is struck 
and immediately stopped with your finger, the other continues 
to vibrate feebly and emit a feeble note. This does occur 
only if the two wires are tuned to exactly the same pitch. 
Otherwise the fellow wire is perfectly mute. Again, the 
bass C, when struck and stopped, vibrates tlie octave C C if 
they are tuned to its exact octave, but not otherwise. The 
reverse also may be produced. Is it not extraordinary that 
a sound wave should move, when near enough, inert matter 
prepared to emit one exactly like itself or exactly its octave 
higher or lower, and be inoperative otherwise?

The reflection of a sound wave is called Echo. This occurs 
under certain conditions of substance and surface resisting 
the original sounds. Undercertain conditions all sounds are 
reflected or echoed, but under others only sounds of certain, 
pilch are reflected. Is not this extraordinary ?

When we pass on from light and sound to Electricity, its 
mysterious intcrmediateness between m atter and spirit is even 
more striking. Electricity, whether frictional, thermal, vol- 
iaic or magnetic, is, iu principle, the same. The wonders 
which have been achieved through its agency need hardly bo 
recounted. I t  not only conveys,, instantaneously over thou­
sands of miles, to one end motion of identical kind induced afc 
the other, as in the case of tho telegraph, but reproduces, at a 
more limited distance, tho finest sound waves as in the case 
of tho telephone. Why certain substances should produce 
but not convey electricity, why others should transm it but 
not produce it, is, in itself, a wonder.

Why should a magnet attract iron, and that so powerfully 
as to overcome even terrestrial gravitation? Magnet in chemi­
cally not very different from iron itself. W hat is it then that 
makes one piece of iron so immensely powerful over another? 
When a magnetic needle is freely suspended, why should one 
end invariably point to the north and the other to the south ? 
I t  may be said that the earth itself is magnetic and smaller 
magnets correspond to its magnetic polarity. That will only 
shift the question one step further. Why should the earth 
possess this polarity?

To all suph questions it will be urged, we are aware, that 
the province of scienco recognises only tlie careful and com­
prehensive collection of facts and phenomena, the collation, 
comparison and analysis of those facts and phenomena, the 
elimination of false analogies and false conclusions, and the 
evolution of certain unerring laws and principles from well 
ascertained facts. As for pushing the reason why, science 
has always recognised and submitted itself to a Statute of 
Limitation. Perfectly so. I t  is only contended that because 
a Statuto of Limitation, imposed by nature or N ature’s 
Author, bars the researches of science, sciences should not 
dogmatically deny the existence of what it cannot ascertain 
and solve.

Hitherto we have been speaking of things universally 
acknowledged and seen as affecting matter. Having followed 
us so far, the reader is requested to do so further. In doing 
so, further indulgence is requested not to turn away from 
facts which have not received the stamp of science.

Take a child to a mixed company of strangers. l'Yom ono 
of them the child turns away with instinctive horror. An­
other it looks on with suspicion. Another it is indifferent to. 
To another it gives a stealthy glance of pleasure. W ith 
another it smiles, prattles and fondles freely. W hat is it 
that creates these varieties of impression upon thc infantile 
mind. Is it m atter? A grown up man may, after close ex­
amination and long experience, find differences of inner 
character. But any two strangers are also the samo to him 
at first sight. Indeed in the ease of a grown up man there 
is the excuse tliat from previous experience of the association 
of attractive or rcpulsivo features vpith attractive or repul­
sive characters he makes ready inferences. A child has no 
such experience to fall back upon. Is it matter ? No. At tho 
same time we cannot say that it is not m atter for it is the 
contour and expression of the faces of the different stran­
gers that ereatos the different impressions in the child.

Mr. Iierbet Spencer in a rocent article in the Contempora­
ry Review relates au anecdote in the way of illustration to a

certain political dictum of his. He once saw a child looking 
unconcernedly at a hideous mask when it was on the tablo or 
in its parent’s hand, but no sooner was it worn on that parent’s 
face than the child screamed and bolted off. Why should 
this be so ?

Wo have road of orators and actors who had kindled anger, 
sorrow and other passions, unboundedly in the hearts of the 
audience, and of others whose efforts have fallen flat, though 
the causo in each case was equally good. W hat is this power 
of mind upou mind ?

The bending of tlie ends of slender creepers and tendril^ 
from ono direction to another by sheer mental force is an 
ordinary practice among Indian Magicians. This is done in 
a manner which excludos all chances of trickery.

Our readers must bo familiar with snake-charmers. They 
must have seen how the reptiles listen with absorbed atten­
tion to their piping and are completely a t their command. 
The writer of this has known a very extraordinary North 
India Jogi belonging to this class but far above the ordinary 
run. Ho would summon snakes from the unlikeliest places—r 
not only from trees and groves and bushes but from the roof, 
ceiling, casements, cornices and cellars of inhabited houses, 
from rice fields, from sluices and drains, from holes on the 
face of laterito cliffs and from the retiring wavo of the sea 
itself. One day the writer of this was walking with l)im in 
an avenue of old Banyan trees, knarled aud exhibiting holes 
in thoir huge trunks and roots. The snake-charmer never 
knew previously that we would both walk that way that day. 
As wo passed each tree, he was asked whether it contained a 
snake and he continued to reply in the negative, till suddenly 
lie said “ yes” when one of the trees wns pointed out to him. 
He was asked to prove it. That day being a religious fast 
he refused to summon and catch the enake but poked tho 
hole with the little switch he had with him, and instantly 
thore issued the dear hiss of the deadly cobra ! How did 
lie know it ? Let us suppose that he had previously deposit­
ed the snake in the hole. Wliy should the snake remain 
there to abide his orders ? This man was sent np to a 
sceptical European friend for trial ; and lie summoned and 
caught three snakes from places pointed out by that Euro* 
pcan friend.

The powers of mesmerism nre too fully acknowledged, 
especially in America, to be summarily denied. Ancient 
India knew its counterpart. The Tantrikas and Mantrikas 
make certain mysterions passes with their hands over tho 
body they mean to inflnence. Tho most orthodox Vaidik 
performs tho Nyasa pass over his own body before perform­
ing Japam of any Sukta or Kavacha.

Astrology, so much scouted by moderns, has still its hold 
upon mankind, and belief'in it may often be seen in the 
most unexpected quarters. A European friend told us tho 
other day that some years ago ho was going to a timber depdt 
in the heart of forests and situated 011 an islet formed by two 
brandies of a large river. I t  was perfectly dry weather and 
the streams were quite dry. Happening to meet au astrolo­
ger on the way, he was warned that three days hence 
thore would be heavy rain and a terrible flood in the river. 
There was not a speck of rain-cloud in the sky; and pooh- 
poohing the prediction he went 0 1 1  to the timber depdt. The 
result was, rain came in torrents on the predicted day, the 
river was inundated, shutting out all passage and washing 
away much valuable timber, and compelled him to live most 
miserably iu au improvised log-hut on the moat elevated part 
of tbe islet for several days, lie, for one, professes belief in 
astrology, however much astruloyers may be impostors iu 
many cases. We have known instances in which the date of 
child-birth and the sex of the child have been foretold with 
perfect correctness.

A certain Collector of a certain district iu the Madras 
Presidency had a family of several daughters but not a 
single son. Having had, in the course of his official life, to 
associate with Native gentlemen of all shades of faith, ho 
was advised by several natives to take sea-buths at Raines* 
varam to get a son I Of courso, he derided the proposal, but 
thinking that a sea-bath could do no harm ho did bathe a t  
Dliavamkoti. And he had a son shortly after!

From time to time Mr. Pogson, our Government Astrono­
mer, has placed before the public his observations of sun 
spot8 and other manifestations of tlie solar photosphere, and 
given his predictions founded thereon of cyclones and 
droughts. As it must be in all such cases, some of these pre­
dictions have been bo rno ont by events and others falsified. 
lJut, of course, when tho Government Astronomer predicts



rain it is charged to scicnce. When yonr Knppuswami Josyar 
predicts raiii from tbe position of planets and so forth it is 
imposture !

The -writer of this has often actually received a letter or 
telegram soon after the idea of the coming in of one had 
occurred. Is not this mysterious telegraphy far more wonder­
ful than tlie electric telegraph ? He has on two occasions had 
what is callcd “ second sight,” both fatal to the men so seen. 
The first occurred more than 12 years ago. There was a ser­
vant of his family whom he used to see very often during his 
boyhood, but only very occasionally latterly. One day he 
saw the man distinctly 011 the road as he was taking his 
morning drive. That very day or the next he heard that the 
man was dead, but on enquiring where and when he died lio 
was told that he died in his village (40 miles distant) -where 
be bad been confined to bed for about a month ! The second 
occurred only last year. A certain man of some respect­
ability took leave of him to go to his village(some 22 miles off) 
whither he had to proceed by boat. The next morning he 
saw him distinctly at a particular place where he used to 
be every day. He thought the man did not go although he 
took leave of him. On the morning following that day he 
heard that the poor man left town 011 the very day he took 
leave of him, his boat capsized in the way and be found a 
watery grave. There is not a shadow of doubt of his having 
seen the two men as described. What is the cause of this ?

Tlie May number of the Fortnightly Review  contains a pa­
per on tho “ Personal Recollections” of the late Prince Leo­
pold by Frederic Myers. The writer repoats a story told to 
him by the Prince.

“ It was at Caunes, lie said, in boyhood ; he was standing 
on the beach, awake and in day light, when suddenly the 
beach at Cannes became the beach at Osborne, and every 
well-known detail was re-produced with exactness, even to 
the presence of two labourers, a father and son, whom he had 
sometimes seen on tlie rocks of the English shore. The 
scene, he said, was not dreamlike, but real; but even as he 
stepped forward to accost tho labourers it melted away.”

Again; the foot note at the conclusion of tho article runs 
thus :

“ ‘ The last time I saw him to speak to,’ writes a friend from 
Cannes, March 30, ‘ being two days before he died, he would 
talk to me about death, and, said ho would like a military 
funeral, and, iu fact, I had great difficulty in getting him ofi 
this melancholy subject. Finally, I asked, ‘ Why, Sir, do you 
talk in this morose manner,’ as he was about to answer he 
was called away, and said, ‘ I will tell you later.’ I never 
saw him to speak to again, but be finished his answer to me to 
another lady, and said, ‘ For two nights now Princess Alice 
has appeared tome in my .dreams, and says she is quite 
happy, and that she wants me to come and join her : that is 
what makes me so thoughtful.’ ”

Dreams certainly have a well traceable physical origin. 
Indigestion, feverishness, irritation of the kidneys, over-exer­
tion of the brains and other causes produce dreams. In fact, 
in the great majority of cases some such physical cause is 
absolutely uocessary to produce the dreaming condition. Bat 
there their functions end. Most dreams are kaleidescopic 
groupings and disintegrations of thoughts aud perceptions 
which the dreamer owned at ono time or other of his life. 
They fade away almost the next instant after they bud out. 
But there are dreams which one sometimes can never forget 
during the rest of his life owing to the depth and vividness 
of the impression. These aro surely not tbe involuntary 
efflorescence of brain activity uuder physical causes. They 
are psychical and not physical.

The Theosophists have given us records of their experi­
ences. It is hard to believe that men of honor, enlightenment 
and liberal education like Colonel Olcott, Mr. Sinnett and 
Mr. Hume would stoop to utter falsehoods. Even supposing 
that in their enthusiasm they have been led to overestimate 
man’s control over occult powers and occult phenomena, and 
granting that their assertions of such control should be 
accepted with reservation, we are, by no reason, justified iu 
denying the very existence of thoso powers aud phenomena. 
The oldest of physical sciences recognise phenomena, as we 
have already observed, which they fully perceive bnt cannot 
Explain and reduce to exactitude. In the case of those there 
is the major and determined part, and there is the minor 
undetermined part. The ratio between these two parts must 
considerably vary according to tho nature of the subject. 
Jjord Macaulay has somewhere observed £hat Physiology is a

science, but Phrenology is charlatanry. On calm though/ 
the true meaning of this will be found to be that in Physio­
logy the determined is the major portion and tbe undetermin­
ed the minor portion, but in Phrenology it is vice versa.

The facts which we have stated in this paper, and many 
more which we might have enumerated, if spaco permitted, 
must convince any unprejudiced person that there is a world 
of existence of which we have only glimpses to the extent 
that it influences, or is influenced by, matter under our obser­
vation and known to ua. To uso a geological term, there is 
going 0 11 a most gradual disintegration of this mysterious,—  
let us call— spiritual world, and a transition of the unknown 
to the known, just as particles of quartz, felspar, hornblende, 
mica and various minerals and metallic ores which ages ago 
formed the hard masses of mountains, may be found in the 
beds of rivulets of populated and cultivated plains. It would 
be as unreasonable to deny the existence of those mountain 
masses either from tbe paltriness or the unknown qualities 
of these particles as to deny the existence of a world 
unknown to us, because we cannot correctly understand and 
explain the facts and phenomena lying in the border land 
between matter and spirit or, in other words, between tha 
known and the unknown.

The greatest discovery, since that of the universal gravita­
tion by Newton, is that of organic evolution and natural se­
lection by Darwin. What a flood of light has it thrown upon 
Cosmogony ! Creation, in relation to tbat void which we call 
time, has been retrojected to inBnity. Geology bad done this 
before Darwin, so far as inorganic nature was summoned to 
give evidence. Darwin has added wonderful corroboration 
drawn from organic nature. He has shown that the highest 
developed mammals, including man, have been evolved during 
countless ages from the simplest protoplasm. Sir William 
Denison, one of our former Governors, in a controversial pam­
phlet, gave leave to Ml-. Darwin to seek his remote ancestor in 
the wilds of Central Africa, and thought tbat that was a 
capital hit. But Sir William need not have summoned the 
Gorilla to bis aid. The simplest larvce of insects would 
have furnished the type of ancestry not only of himself and 
Mr. Darwin but of the whole animal kingdom I

The real difficulty in tbe theory of evolution and natural 
selection is that of accounting for the spiritual development 
band in hand with the material one. The development of mat- 
tor itself is easy to understand. But the matter alone is not the 
universe. If Darwin, Huxley and others have been reviled 
as atheists, it is partly their own fault,inasmuch as they have 
treated spiritual evolution as ultra vires. How much would 
an acknowledgment on their part of spiritual evolution have 
harmonised the theory of the economy of the universe and 
reconciled science with religion !

So far as m atter is concerned, the distinction of organic and 
inorganic is simply one of condition. Wbat is organic matter 
to-day, may become inorganic matter to-morrow. What i.s 
the factor which is found in organic and not fouud in inorganic 
matter ? That is w'hat we make ourselves bold to call spirit .  
Hence, the evolution of organic nature must be dual and 
concurrent.

Material and spiritual. Just as material evolution has 
gone on from the simple monad to the highly elaborate hu­
man body, sp ir itua l evolution has gone on from the life or 
energy (or whatever makes it organic) to the human soul itself. 
But while matter, unconnected with spirit , is incapable of 
evolution, spirit , unconnected with matter not only not sinks 
into inertness, but from all that is kuown to us, becomes all 
the more active. That there are existences, not material in 
themselves but observable as inflnencing matter, has been 
clearly shown. Some of these existences are perceptible to 
our external senses so far as they affect matter ; and to a 
certain extent science has evolved the laws of their operation. 
Other existences thero are, whioh are not cognisable by our ei- 
ternal senses but are equally beyond doubt. Science can do 
little about them, though it has pretended to do mneh in the 
negative way of cavilling ! There are others which, even to 
onr internal senses, are not uniformly manifest but take their 
own good time for manifestation. There is no reason 
whatever to deny still other existences, entirely unknown to 
us. Thus, there is a world of spiritual existeuce as surely as 
there is a world of material existence— the one intimately 
connected with the other.

Natural or material evolution is said to be effected by the 
parent’s leaving in the germ all the development attained 
by itself with power to develop further. Now, as regadrs



spiritual evolution it will be objected that we are at a loss to 
couceive the relation of parent and germ in spirit. Lot ns 
remember that in what is called natural or material evolu­
tion it is not simple inert matter that develops, for we don’t 
see any development in inorganic matter. It is matter acted 
upon by spirit that is capable of evolution. However, though 
matter is dependent upon spirit for evolution, spirit is not 
dependent ou matter. In other words, although we ordi­
narily perceive only the co-evolution of matter and spirit, we 
have no right whatever to deny purely spiritual evolution.

It is here that the theory alike of the Hindu and Buddhist 
religions beautifully fits in. That theory recognises the 
existence of Linga Deha or atomic and non-material body or 
sheath of pure spirit. This body is not relinquished when 
the connection between spirit and matter ceases. It retains 
the spiritual germ of past and future development. It is even 
like the real picture formed by the lens of a camera but not 
received on a solid material surface. I t  exists, but is not per­
ceptible to material senses, until it manifests itself again 
nrhen it vivifies matter. Such combinations and separa­
tions between spirit and matter occur ad infinitum — spiri­
tual evolution going ou both in its free and combined 
states and material evolution going on only when in its com­
bined or organic state. The law of selection, too, perfectly 
harmonizes with the evolution of spirit in  L inga I)eha—it 
always preferring for the next manifestation such combi­
nation of matter as is in evolutionary continuity with its 
previous combination.

If it is possible to conceive spiritual existences which are 
sometimes latent and at other times manifest in their combi­
nations with matter, it is possible also to conceive other 
spiritual existences which never directly combine with matter, 
but nevertheless have their influence upon matter. Thus, 
it is conceivable that there are beings, having their Linga, 
Dchas but no material bodies, superior to all organic beings, 
and exercising their influenco on the seen world. It is con- 
ocivable, in short, that there is a mighty world of existence 
around us, both near aud afar.

W e  maintain that a ll creation, material and spiritual, pro­
ceeded from One Source, which has no beginning and which 
las no end. All matter oame to existonce from Its Will. All 
spirit is Itself, under varying conditions of Linga Deha. 
When spirit frees itself from its Linga Deha bond, it becomes 
one with its Great Original.

How man has to work towards this, what knowledge he 
has of the spiritual world, what influence it is possiblo for 
him to obtain over it, are questions which we cannot enter 
into here.

Wo know that what we have ventured to assert in this 
paper will naturally be fiercoly assailed. However, our aim 
is not to do justice. W e  only wish to set the public a-tliink- 
ing on the most important subject which we ought to think 
upon.— (People’s Magazine.)

------ •------

CIVILIZATION AND M ORALITY COMPATIBLE  
W ITH INFIDELITY.

B y a n  A m e r ic a n  P. T. S.
M a n y  misguided Christians are in the habit of assert­

ing that ‘ ‘Infidelity”  and “  Immorality ”  are merely 
synonymous terms. In  fact, even in America, not forty 
years ago, an avowed infidel was always looked upon 
with mistrust, although as a matter of fact he was in ­
variably of as good, and frequently of Letter, morals 
than those who mistrusted him. It  was the fate of poor 
Thomas Paine to be hounded in that way. But times 
and men have changed since then, so that it is now ad­
mitted that an infidel may be as good a man as a Chris­
tian. Por all that, however, bigotted Christians still 
exist in some number, who regard infidels with suspicion, 
and who seem to suppose that morality and progress can 
only be secured under the Christian dispensation. They 
forget that great empires existed, flourished, were moral, 
and enacted laws under tho beneficent effect of which we 
eyen now live, and yet they were not Christian, nor had 
the smallest idea of Christianity.

In  order to illustrate this in our own time, I  wish to 
refer your readers to an example to be found in tho 
United States, in  the W estern State called Minnesota.

Here in 1854, some Germans from the city of Chicago 
founded a city in a  very plsasant Yalley and called it

“ New Ulm .”  A  few years later, the Turner Societies o£ 
Chicago, Cincinnati and other large cities, whose mem­
bers are what Christians call godless, sent out searchers 
for a new city, and hie upon New Ulm . They bought a 
controlling interest in it and there set up their “ infi­
del" form of government. They throve, although they 
had some bad experiences as had other towns. But the 
President of the town said the other day that in 
fifteen years he had not seen a street fight, while such, 
things— and worse— are of daily common occurrence iu  
our god-fearing cities. And now they are prosperous, 
happy and tolerant, for Christians may and do live there. 
They had an awful tornado once which did much damage, 
and some Christians called it a warning ; but the 
Ulmites said that if God was a benificent ruler ho would 
not thus afflict his creatures. So the argument seemed 
to cut both ways.

The case of Utah— tho Mormon territory, unchristian 
and polygamous— may also be taken iuto account. I t  ia 
a territory where there is a better average of honesty 
than in other states, and its prosperity is proverbial.

W e must, therefore, conclude that a belief in  Chris­
tianity is not absolutely essential for the securing o£ 
morality, peace, progress and happiness.

S t .  L o u is ,  August 16, 1884.
------ .

THE FOUNDERS IN  EUROPE.
[Prom The Graphic of August lGth, 1884 : editorial.] 

W H A T  IS  T H E O S O P H Y ?
For some time past an impression, more or less vague, 

has been abroad that a new and strange propaganda is 
being carried on in London. For three years or more, 
the A nglo-Indian press has excitedly discussed certain 
remarkable pheuomena, said to have been produced in 
Simla and elsewhere by Madame Helene P. Blavatsky, 
a Russian lady naturalised in the United States. The 
excitement spread to London. Casual references to tbo 
Theosophical Society aud its leaders, mostly of a derisive 
or contemptuous kind, havo been tnadc in tho Press ; ex­
cited talk about it has been heard at aesthetic teas and 
intellectual luncheons. More than once lectures havo 
been delivered in London by ono of tho Theosophical 
leaders. F inally  the large gathering at Prince’s H all, 
in July, held in honour of Madame Blavatsky herself and 
of Colonel Olcott, though unreported in tho Press,brought 
the matter prominently beforo intellectual London.

W hat is it then, that the Thcosophical Society has to 
teach ? Nothing more nor less than a new view of 
science, man and the universo,— a new philosophy, anew 
religion.* I t  would be a long story to tell in all its 
details; hut the outline may bo stated in a few words.

The whole discovery is due in the first instance to 
Madame Blavatsky. This remarkable woman is at pre­
sent on a visit to London. A n observer would guess her 
age at sixty-five or more, and no one could fail to notieo 
the unusual power revoaled in her face. Por forty years 
past Madame Blavatsky has devoted herself to “  occult”  
studies, and she at last became aware (in what preciso 
manner has not yet appeared) of the existence, in a re­
mote part of Thibet, of a secret association or Brother­
hood, endowed with extraordinary knowledge, and 
possessing what appear to bo miraculous powers over 
the forces of nature. To Thibet Madame Blavatsky jour­
neyed. Seven long years she remained with the Bro­
thers, and undergoingatrainingof extraordinary severity ; 
and at the end of that period she returned to the world, 
not indeed a fu lly  trained adept, but an initiate, possess­
ing powers of an altogether abnormal kind. A cting under 
the guidance of the Brothers in the Himalayas, Madame 
Blavatsky visited America, and there, (in conjunction with 
Colonel Olcott, whose spiritual apprenticeship was then 
set ou foot) founded the Theosophical Society, whose 
aims are to promote the universal brotherhood of man­
kind, to foster the study of A ryan literature, and to explore

* New to tho West; old lo tlic Dust aa time,—i ’d. Theos.



tlie latent psychological powers of man. Madame Blavat 

sky and Colonel Olcott subsequently returned to,India to 

establish tlie Society among the natives there- In India, 

Madame Blavatsky made tho acquaintance of Mr. A. P. 

Sinnett, tlio gentleman who has written most on the 

theosophical movement. After distinguished work as a 

journalist in England, Mr. Sinnett had gone to India to 
assume the editorship of the P ioneer  at Allahabad, and 

it was under his roof (in the year 1S80) that Madamo 

Blavritsky produced tliose remarkable series of phe­

nomena, whicli set all India talking, and which Mr. 

Sinnett has recorded in “  The Occult World.”  These 

phenomena were neither more nor less than a series of 

what, for want of a more precise name, the ordinary 

mind must class as ‘‘ miracles.” Flowers fell from blank 

ceilings ; letters were instantaneously transported 
through tho air from Madame Blavatsky at Simla to the 

.Brothers in Thibet, and answers were at once returned; 

cups and saucers lacking at picnics were at once 

“ created” by Madame Blavatsky; a lady’s brooch 

long lost was restored under the most remarkable 

circumstances ; a piece was invisibly broken off from a 

piaster cast in Madame Blavatsky’s house at Bombay, 

and was convoyed through tho air to Mr. Sinnett, then 

at Allahabad. Nor were theso miracles performed only 

in the presence of Madame Blavatsky, for Mr. Sinnett 

was himself admitted to the privilege of psychological 
telegraphy, and he received by this means many letters 

from a Brother, or Mahatma, named Koot Hoomi. All 

this, and much moro, with the evidence for each phe­

nomenon, with many of Mahatma Koot Hoomi’s letters, 

may be read by the curious in Mr. Sinnett’s “ Occult 

World.”  Mr. Sinnett returned to London, a branch of the 

Theosophical Society (now numbering some hundred 

persons) has been founded here, and Madame Blavatsky, 

Colonel Olcott and Mr. Mohini Mohan Chatterjee 

(a pupil of the Mahatmas) are now in London. Such 

aro the chief external facts of the Theosophical move­
ment np to the present time, as stated by believers.

Speaking at the Prince’s Hall meeting, last week, 

Colonel Olcott strongly protested against the idea that 

tho Theosophical Society was to be regarded -as an 

institution for “ Miracle-mongering.” This feature of 

tho movement, indeed, has for long been studiously 

kept in the buck-ground by the leaders, though it is not 

unnaturally that which is most talked about. Abnormal 

powers over nature aro possessed by no one save the 

Mahatmas themselves and their initiates. These 

have been merely occasionally displayed as evidences 

for tho truth of the vast body of knowledge concerning 

nature, man, and the universe, which Iho Brothers have 

acquired during centuries of seclusion and contempla­

tion— knowledge which has hitherto been kept pro­

foundly secret, but glimpses of which the Brothers have 

now granted to Mr. Sinnett for transmission to the 

world. “  Esoteric Buddhism”  is the name of the book 

in which Mr. Sinnett expounds so much of the learning 

of the Brothers as they are at present willing to reveal. 

It is a book of much more importance than the “  Occult 

World.” The two do not, indeed, stand npon the samo 

plane, for whereas the “  Occult World”  is to a great 

extent a narrative of events, “  Esoteric Buddhism” is 

an exposition of a complete and very original view of man 

aud the universe. Many features in it will not be un­
familiar to the student who has examined Buddhism 
through the ordinary authorities ; others aro strikingly 

new. Whatever may bo thought of the genuineness of 

the sanctions on which the teaching claims to rest (and 

on this point the present writer offers no opinion), there 

can hardly be two opinions as to the value of tho book 

as a contribution to religious, and, we are tempted to 

say, scientific literature- It presents a complete theory 

of evolution for the soul of man, corresponding to the 

scheme of evolution iu physical nature.

Sucli, stated in barest outline, are the history and 

aims of the Theosophical Society, It ia among the

strangest of the strange “ movements”  of these 

perplexed times. In India, where the ground is'well 

prepared for the reception of such seed as the Theoso­

phists have to scatter, the Society flourishes. Here it 

has been received in Society with considerable interest 
and in some cases with respectful sympathy ; but in the 

press it has been scarcely noticed. Sceptics of course 

question the whole thing : the existence of the Brothers, 

tho value of the teachings, the sincerity, and even the 
morality of its European professors.

-------♦------

T H E O S O P H Y .
WIT AT THE FRENCH TIITNK OF US.

(T ra n s la te d  f r o m  “ L a  N ou ve lle  R evue .” )
I . — T n E o so p n Y  o r  D iv in e  W is d o m .

T h i s  is certainly a grand title, which may not please: tho 

Deists at all and about, which Atheists will perhaps 

laugh. A  great deal of talk is going on id Paris in 

regnrd to this new doctrine, and people are whispering 

to each other about it with an air of mystery and exalta­

tion, as if a new discovery had been made concerning the 

spirits of Allan Kardec, or the flying tables of Mr. Home.

That which created the most sensation in regard to 

this new philosophic society, was that its presiding 

genius is a distinguished lady, L a d y  C aithness  j Duchesss  
o f  P o m a r ,  and still more sensation was created by the 
appearance of a Russian stranger, M a d a m e  B la v a t sk y ,  
arriving from the interior of India, bringing with her a 

great deal of enthusiasm and many mysterious Buddhis­

tic doctrines.

The Theosophica l So c ie ty  was founded under tho 

auspices of Indian sages, called Mahatmas or Adepts, 

persons living in the mountain recesses of Tibet. Eight 

years ago this Society was established in America by 

Madame Blavatsky, the author of I s i s  Unveiled , and by 

Colonel Olcott, an American officer, who distinguished 

himself by services rendered to his country in the 

Northern Army during the W ar of Secession.

But before we proceed further, it will be necessary to 

quote the essential fundamental articles of the rules 

of the Theosophical Society. They are as follows :—

1. There is a Society in stitu ted  in Paris under tlie following
name : “ Socielie Theosophique d'Orient et d’Occident.”

2. This Society adopts th e  programme of the Theosophical 
Society a t M adras (In d ia ), which ,is contained iu the following 
paragraphs :—

First.—'To form the nucleus of n U niversal B rotherhood of 
H um anity , w ithout distinction of race, creed or colour.

Second.—To prom ote th e  study of A ryan and other E astern  
literature, religions and sciences, and vindicate its im portance.

Third.—To investigate  the hidden m ysteries of N ature and the 
psychical powers la ten t in man.

The Society appeals for support to all who tru ly  love th e ir  
fellow-men and desire the eradication of those hateful barriers 
created by race, creed or colour, that, have so long and so sadly 
impeded hum an progress; to all scholars, all sincere lovers of 
T r u th ,  wheresoever ii may be found, and all philosophers alike in 
th e  B ast and in the W est ; to all who love India and wonld see a 
revival of her ancient glories, intellectual or spiritual ; and, lastly, 
to all who long for glimpses of higher and b etter th ings, than the 
mere pleasures and in terests of a worldly life, and are prepared 
to make the sacrifices by w hich alone such knowledge can be 
attained.

The Society represents no p articular religions creed, interferes 
with no m an’s caste, is  entirely  unsect'irian, and includes profes­
sors of all faiths. I t  only claims from each m em ber lh at to lera­
tion of tlie beliefs of o th ers  which he desires each nnd all of his 
brotlier-m em bers to exhibit in regard to his own failh. I t  in ­
cludes m em bers who tak e  a merely philantbropical or intellectual 
in terest iu its  aspirations, as well as those who, believing th a t 
O riental Philosophy embodies tru th s w orthy of a life’s devotion, 
seek, through its  instrum entality , access to those innerm ost r e ­
cesses of ancient cu ltu re  to whioh such devotion affords the only 
passport.

As far as the first and the second paragraphs are con­

cerned, it is by no means astonishing to hear the theory 

of Universal Brotherhood once more brought forward. 

But if race and color are of little importance in the 

human family and do not prevent a friendly feeling and 

sympathy between individuals, is it not extravagant to



dream, that a brotherhood may be established without 

distinction of belief ?

Do you suppose for a moment, that tho Mohammedans 

are inclined to look upon the Christians as brothers ?—■ 

upon tlie Christiana whom they call Christian dogs ? 
Do you think that a devout Catholic can truly sympathiso 

with a Buddhist, or that an ecstatic Dominican monk will 

treat an Atheist liko an erring child ? Let us not forgot 

that religions always were and still are ono of the great­

est causes of dissensions in the world. It is absolutely 

necessary I to rise above all creeds and dogmas, to realise 

the superior principle of human fraternity. This is 

exactly what Free-Mnsonry has done. The very name of 

God has been effaced from the temples of the French 

lodges, aud a passing misunderstanding has thereby 

been caused between them and those which keep up the 

the Scottish Rito, and which obstinately refuse to dismiss 

the “ grand architect of the universe.”
Tho tlieosophic brotherhood, presupposing the exist­

ence of a great deal of latent good will in humanity, 

proposes to unite all souls, without asking them to re­

nounce tho doctrines of Mohammed or of any other 
Church, and to do this without a belligerent spirit seoms 

to bo a difficult problem. I shall call to witness Madamo 

Blavatsky herself. In 1879 she went to preach in India 

with Col. Olcott “  tho glory of the ancient religions,”  and 

to warn tho Singalese, tho Hindus and Parsis, against 

having a new creed substituted for tho ancient teachings 

of the Vedas, Tripitakas or Zend-A vesta.

These m issionaries (in a sense opposito to our habitual 
interpretation of the term) intended to oppose violently 

tho dissemination of Protestant or Catholic doctrines , 

wliich shows that they did not have sufficient confidence 

in tho so-called disciples of Christ, to teach peace and 

fraternity. Freemasonry, bused upon tin independent 

moral, and upon the principle of inherent justice, does, 

as we all know, uot recruit her followers amongst ardent 
Catholics ; their teachings are rather paganistic or, to 

express it better, positivistic, and everything that 

alludes to theogony or religions myths, seems to them 

an obstacle to the spirit of charity and unity, which they 
constantly proclaim.

And yet, although the Freemasons with their com­

monality of opinions are supposed to furnish material for 

a union of all, peace has not yet conquered all hearts, 

because it is difficult and troublesome to organise the 
sympathising groups into one. Love aud friendship in 
the abstract sense is difficult for mortals to attain.

In fuct, wo know tliat after the war of 1870 there was 
an open rupture between the Alsacian and the French 

sages on one side, and the German sages on the other, 

'l’he German Freemasonry sacrificed tlie principles of her 

old national pride. Sho might have said with the poet: 

Video meliora probo<jue 
Deteriora seqnor.

They seemed to think— contrary to the Masonic teach­

ings— that conquests are superior to fraternity, force 

superior to justice-
The problem of humanity proved to bo too difficult for 

Masonry to solve. Will the Theosophists succeed better ? 

In the name of what superior principle will they succeed 

to suppress amongst nations those divergencies, founded 

npon religions questions, upou belligerent appetites and 

upon conflicts of material interests ?
(■irardin, who was a groat sceptic, expccted to seo 

universal brotherhood and peace to result fro m  tho ex­
tension of rail roads, from tlie multiplicity of facilities 

of international exchange, from the ties formed be­

tween peoples by the common interest of all. Perhaps 

lie was right. He was a great financier and speculator, 
ho knew that the majority of men are guided by their 

immediate instincts and by the profound interest they 

have in personal conservation, and that altrnism on 

account of the very greatness of its moral can only be 

understood and comprehended and practised by superior 

minds, and. tliat it will tlierefoKQ be restricted to a very

limited number. It is possible that, in spite of the force 

of the ideal and in spite of the power of justice rail-roada 

will hasten the advent of an era of fraternity, and that 

steam enginos will prove to be stronger than ideas in 

demolishing tho despicable  barriers between nations, of 

which the Theosophists speak with a very just indigna­

tion.
In regard to the second paragraph, relative to the 

study of the literature, religions and sciences of the East, 

the field is very large and forms a sufficient basis for 

several separate societies. India, the cradle of huma­

nity, contains evidently the germs of the Greek mytho­

logies, in the samo manner as the moral philosophy of 

Buddha has inspired the religion of Christ. W e  cannot 

follow Mr. Jacolliot in his anti-scientific vagaries, when 

ho pretends to have discovered an Indian Jesus Christ, 

more ancient than the Catholic saviour ; but it is beyond 

doubt that wo find in Buddhism a rare example of reli­

gious toleration preached several centuries before the 

Christian era. What is moro evangelic than tho 

maxims of tho grentkingAsoka:— “  W o  must never blame 

others for their belief. W e  shall then not wrong any­

body. Under certain circumstances we should even 

honor a belief which wo do not share. By acting in this 

manner we strengthen our own belief and are useful to 

others.” W e  may now understand the enthusiasm of 

Col. Olcott, who sees a great future for B u d d h ism  as be­

ing the religion “  which conforms most with nature and 

with the law.” Ho even makes the teachings of Bud­
dha’s moral philosophy accessible to all by tho publica­

tion of his B u d d h is t  Catechism, according to the Canon o f  
tlie Southern  Church, a p p ro v e d  a n d  recommended f o r  itsr. 
in  B u d d h is t  schools hy II .  S u m a n g a la ,  I l ig h  P r ie s t  o f  tho  
S r ip a d a  (A d a m ’s Peak) a n d  Galle, a n d  P r in c ip a l  o f  tho 
W idyodaija  P a r iv e n a  ( B u d d h is t  College.)

Pompous as this title may appear to our French scep­

tics, the work is nevertheless interesting and written in 

a remarkably simple style. W e  first observe that it 

speaks of the Sou th ern  Church. In fact, two great 

schools exist in Buddhism, that of the North, whose 

ceutre is Tibet, and that of the South, whose focus ia 

Ceylon. The difference between the two schools con­

sists in their different solutions of tbe question, of what 

remains of man after tho last particle of the physical 

body has been dissolved, l'he doctrines of the Southern 

church approach our M a te r ia l is m ,  those of the Northern, 
church havo somo resemblance to onr S p ir i tu a l i s m .  
The latter admits that individuality still continues to 

exist in N ir v a n a ,  but both systems agree : 1, that we all 
are the artisans of onr misery or of onr happiness accord­

ing to our bad or good actions (K a rm a  is tho term, 

which designates the general result of these actions) ;

2, that wo are subject to successive reincarnations, to 

a certain kind of evolution of the soul, whoso law i« 

regulated by our merits or demerits; and ‘5, that there is 

no extra-cosmic Deity to govern men and tilings, and tliafc 

therefore the most efficacions prayer is a good action.

[n regard to N ir v a n a  wo must well remombor that 

this term does not signify extinction or annihilation, as 

the philosophers of the nineteenth century have believed. 

Nirvana is that peaceful and serene stato of the spirit, 

iu which it outers after having freed itself from tho 

bonds of matter by successive incarnations and trials. 

As far as shape or figure is eoncorned, we will then bo 
annihilated ; but wo live as spirits, and spirit alono 
is not an illusion (Maya). After Nirvana is attained, 

man is not born again, he exists in the world of 
the highest truth, ho attains a kind of divine 

unfolding, a state of continuous beatitude, wlieru 

no desiro exists, tho reward for hia fights and hid 

troubles.

Tho Buddhsim of tlio South is therefore a high school 

of moral philosophy. Buddha is uot looked upon as a 

god, and if it is asked: “  Do the Buddhists not bow 

before the statues of Buddha, beforo hia relics and 

^efore tlio monuments which contain tlioso rolica?’’—-it ia



answered in tlie Catechism : “ Yes, but not in the spirit 

of an idolator.”  Tlie pagan looks upon such images as 

the visible representations of God or of invisible Gods ; 

but tho idolator thinks that the idol contains in its 

substance a portion of that divinity which is everywhere 

present. The Buddhists honor the statue of Buddha 
nnd other objects in memory of a man, who was the 

greatest, the best aud tlie wisest, and the most charitable 

one that ever lived. Buddha furthermore recommends 
not to believe in any revelation, except in that of one’s 

own conscience, and ho appears to us 0 11 the whole as tho 

highest incarnation of independent moral.

But iE we accept Buddha’s teachings in regard to non­

revelation, how can wo accept without reserve certain 

special touchings of the adepts of Tibet, of those who 

have directly inspired the Theosophical movement, and 

who may give us yet more information about the secret 

doctrino and draw away tho veil that hides their myste­

rious science ? Occultism, the mysterious part of Theoso­

phy, has been to a certain extent divulged by the per­
mission of the adepts through their Chelas or disciples. 

Ladv Caithness gives us a curious summary of those 

revelations. What strikes us most in them, is their 

cliMi-acter of a, p r io r i  affirmation. There are no hypothe­

ses, no conjectures in their doctrines, they simply affirm ; 

nnd they seem to have great reason to keep secret the 

method by which they arrive at their conclusions. I 

cannot exactly see upon what experiences their conclu­

sions are based.

Thero is for instance the division of tho seven principles 
which according to thom belong to tho human constitution.

] .  The Physical body. 2. Vitality. 3. The Astral body (Perisprit)
4. Animal Soul. 5. Human Soul. G. Spiritual Soul. 7. Spirit.
Death, they say, affects only the first three principles, 

which aro equally possessed by men and by animals. 

'L’he fifth (or tlie human soul) is yet very little developed 

in our present race, the sixth (the spiritual soul) exists 

only in germ as far as tho majority of people are con­

cerned, and the seventh (Atma) is tho divine spark or 

spirit.
As a philosophical conception, this analysis of man’s 

constitution is certainly grand; but how can we obtain 

proof that it is true? The same may be said about the 
theory of our planetary chain or the evolution of man 

through tho different planets. W e  are told that there is 

a system of worlds through which the human monad 

has to pass beforo it can arrive at perfection, aud 

this passage constitutes tho evolution of man. As far 
as the terrestrial development of humanity is con­

cerned, it is divided into seven circles or seven periods, 

each of which corresponds to a degree on the road 

to perfection. W e  have not yet arrived at the sixth 

circle; the seventh will introduce us into a divine 

existence. The fifth period, according to the Adepts, 

began over a million of years ago, and is not yet 

near its end. The number seven plays a great part 

in this philosophic dream j we know that the ancients 

regarded it as a sacred number. They did not know 

more than seven planets, the Bible speaks of tho 

seven candlesticks, and in the majority of cosmogonic or 

magic conceptions, this number is very important- But 

however perfect and mysterious the number seven may 

be, I caunot see where the proof of the seven circles of 

the planetary chain or of the seven elements that 

compose man, is based.
I must confess tlie same inability of comprehension in 

regard to the doctrine of the D h y a n  Chohans orplanetary 

spirits; which— so say the Adepts— are the guardians of 

the planets. They ar9 working in harmony with the 

principlo of evolution and yet they are not omnipotent; 

they can for instance not hinder us to do an evil act, 
which will cause us suffering according to the law of 

Karma. However great my respect may be for these 
doctrines, which are undoubtedly very ancient, whatever 

charm may possess these successive incarnations, leading 

us towards a supreme ideal, I  cannot without reserve

consent to believe in this sublime theory of cosmic 

evolution. I have therefore submitted the following 

questions to one of these Chelas or disciples of the 
Adepts, who is at present in Paris

Q. If you accept the doctrine of planetary spirits, 

you must be a Spiritualist and you believe in revelation ?

A n sw er. The D h y a n  Chohans arenot,spirits in thesen.se 
which the S p i r i t u a l i s t s  attach to that term. The views 

of tho Occultis ts and those of the S p ir i t u a l i s t s  differ 
widely on this particular point.

Q. 2. A  new-born child has no knowledgo. Only 
little by little and by education does it acquire the 

power to discriminate between good and evil. How can 

such a child reincarnate in an individuality, and at what 

period of its evolution ?

Ansioer. This is a subject which cannot be answered 

in a few words. Occultism admits that the new-born 

body can only poorly express the real man who inhabits 

it. The potentialities are there, but they aro latent. .

Q ■ 3. If my consciousness dies with me, provided the 

sum of my vices exceeds that of my virtues, if I havo 

to expiate, by suffering, the evil acts committed, is it just 

that in a new incarnation I should be punished without 

having a consciousness of my previous personality, with­

out any remembrance of my previous faults and my 
crimes ?

A nsw er.  The question you ask refers to human 

justico alone, which is not afc all perfect. In exercising 

human justice, the offender is informed why he is punished ; 

because it is necessary that he should gain confidence 

iu the tribunal of human justice. But in tho universe 

there is no punisher [a person charged with duty of 

punishing people] ; we only know the law of causality or 

compensation, which, if applied to moral conduct, is called 

the law of Karma. The Ego  itself being an incarnatiou of 
that law, there can be no injustice.

I confess that those answers have not entirely satisfied 
my mind, and my principal objection to the Theosophists 

is, that they do not prove tlieir assertions. So far we 

do not know more about planetary spirits and reincarna­

tions thau we know abont the man in the moon. It is 

absolutely impossible for the public or for scientists at 
present to accept new theories without having them 

proved by experiment.

( To be continued.)

gtwuî ni lo (forrnspanctyirtH.

Gaindan Lai.Ij, F. T. S. {Meerut.) Tho “ specifics for snake­
bites and hydrophobia,’’ are hardly practicable.

T H E  D I V I N E  P Y M A N D E tt

OP

l l e rm e s  M ercu riu s  T r ism eg is tv s ,  in  X V I I  Books. 
T ra n s la te d  out o f  the. o r ig in a l  A rabic  by the learned D iv in e  

D o c t o r  E v e r a r d . Republished  fcy-Rour. Ii. F h y a k ,
8, N o r th u m b e r la n d  P la t e ,  Bath .
No more welcome book could have been sent for our 

review than the seventeen books of Hermes, and to 

do it justice, iu the pages of the Theosophist, it would 

be necessary to reprint it from beginning to end, but we 

must content ourselves by giving description of their con­
tents and their origin.

The Greeks applied the name and term of Hermes  
T rism eg is tu .? to the Egyptian That. He was believed to 

bo the origin of everything formed or produced by tlie 

human miud ; the inventor of all arts and sciences aud 

the contriver of the hieroglyphics. He was called by the 
Egyptians T a t ,  T a u t,  T h a t ,  the counsellor and friend of 

Osiris , and was left by O sir is  to assist I s i s  with his coun­

sels in the government of the country, when O sir is  em­
barked in the design of regenerating the earth. Ja m -  
blichus attributes to H erm es  1,100 books, aud Seleucus



reckons not less than 20,000 of his works before the 

period of Menes. E usebius saw but forty-two of theso 

“  in liis time.'” That portion of the writing’s ascribed to 

H erm es  Trism egis tus , which is best known, and which is 

most beyond dispute, forma the greater part of tho trans­

lation beforo us.
Tlie above mentioned myths alone aro sufficient to 

prove that H erm es  was not— as has been supposed by 

certain scientists—  a man who lived 2,000 years before 

the Christian era, a real personage and inventor of 

alchemy. Neither was he the “  Joseph  of the Bible” or 

the ‘‘ Enoch  of C a naan .” B u d d h a  in Egypt was called 

H erm es T rism egistus . According to the Secre t D octr ine  a 

B u d d h a  visits the earth at the beginning of each of tho 

seven races of the great planetary period, to impress the 

first truths of philosophy on a sufficient number of 

receptive minds. The first B u d d h a  of the series, of which 

G a u ta m a  B u d d h a  is tho fourth, was therefore a Divino 

Being in human form, a planetary spirit, und this expla­

nation may give us a clue as to who was H erm es T r i s ­
m egistus.

In a treatise attributed to A lbertus M a gn u s ,  we are told 

that tho tomb of H erm es  was discovered by A lexander  
the G rea t iu a cavo near I le lro n .

In this was found a slab of emorald, and upon which 

wero inscribed in Phoenician characters the precepts of 

the great master. The inscription consisted of thirteen 

sentences, as follows :—
1. I speak not of fictitious things, but of that which 

is certain and most, true.
2. What is below, ia like that whicli is above, and what 

is above is like that which is below : to accomplish the 

miracle of one thing.

3. And as all things were produced by the one word 

of oue Being, so all things were produced from this one 

thing by adaptation.
4. Its father is the sun, its mother the moon, the 

mind carries it in its belly, its nurse is the earth.

5. It is the father of all perfection throughout tlio 

world.
6. The power is vigorous if it be changed into earth.
7- Separate the earth from the fire, the subtle from

the gross, acting prudently aud with judgment.

8. Ascend with the greatest sa.gaeity from the earth 

to heaven, and then again descend to the earth, and 

u n ite  together the -powers o f  th ings su per ior  an d  things  
inferior . Thus you will obtain the g lory  of tho whole 
w orld , and obscurity will fly away from you.

9. This has more fortitude than fortitude itself, 

because it conquers every subtle thing, and can pene­

trate every solid.

10. Thus was the world formed.

11. Hence proceed wonders which aro hero estab­

lished.
12. Therefore I am called H erm es T r ism eg is tu s ,  

having three parts of the philosophy of the whole world.

13. That whieh I liad to say concerning the opera­

tion of the sun is completed.

This inscription is frequently alluded to in alchemical 

literature, and there have not been wanting men of extra­

ordinary capacity, who havo labored long to prove its 

authenticity, to interpret it,, and to show tliat it is a 

marvellous revelation, full of sublime secrets and full of 

importance to mankind.

To tell our readers that the seventeen books of H erm es  
are full of Divine Wisdom, would be like informing them 
that the ocean contaius water. W e can therefore not do 

bettor than to open the book at random and cite a few 

sentences of what wo find. Accordingly on page 102 

we find :

“ Truth is the most perfect Virtue and the highest 
Good itself, not troubled by Matter, not encompassed by 
Body, naked, clear, unchangeable, venerable, unalter­

able Good. But tho things that are here, are visible, 

incapable of Good, corruptible, possiblo, dissolveable, 

changeable, continually altered, and made of another.

The things therefore that are not true to themselves, 
how can they be true ? For everything tliat is altered, 
is a lie, not abiding in what it is, but being changed ifc 

shows us always other and other appearances.”

“ As far forth as man is a man, he is not true ; for 

that which is true, liatli of itself alono its constitution, 

and remains and abides according to itself, such as it is. 

But man consists of many things and doth not abide of 

himself, but is turned and changed, age after age, Idea 

after Idea or form after form, and this while he is yet in 
the Tabernacle.”

The seventeen books are printed in one neat volume 

on excellent paper, embellished with a colored title page, 

and a fine engraving as frontispiece nnd elegant hoad- 

pieces. If the edition is exhausted, we hope it will ba 

reprinted again.

At tho end of the work is added the following notice :

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN.
Students of Occuit Literaturo, searchers after truth and Theosophietff, 

who may havo been disappointed in thoir expectations of Sublime Wis­
dom being freely dispensed by Jiituloo Mahatmas, aro cordially invite<l 
to send in their names to the Editor of tin's work, who, if found suit­
able, can bo admitted, aftor a Rhort probationary term, as Members of 
an Occult Brotherhood, who do not boust of their knowledge or attain­
ments, but teach freely and without reserve to all they lind worthy to 
receive.

N.B.—All communications should be addressed
“  Theosi ** C, O. K o b e u t  IT. Fkyak ; Bath.

This will be “  News” to our fellows of the Theosophi­

cal Society; and any one, who now believes tliat his 

qualifications have not been duly appreciated by tho 

Himalayan Mahatmas, may find a way to redress. But 

we will leave them to follow their own intuitions.

U n i v e r s a l  A t t r a c t i o n  a n d  i t s  R e l a t i o n  t o  t i i e  C h e m i ­
c a l  E l e m e n t s  : A  key to a  consistent Ph ilosoph y , by W .  U : 

S i i a k p  : (E. S .  L iv in gs to n e ,  Publishers ,  E dinburgh) .
This is a courageous little work. It is a protest, in the 

region of physical science, agaiust the universal applica­

tion of tho Newtonian Law of Gravitation. It is the aim of 

the writer to show that the Newtonian Law is inapplica­

ble in the present stago of advancement of physical, 
science, and to find a law applicable to  all cases. Ho 

says :— “  The physical sciences all purchase their order 

at the terrible cost of assuming elementary disorder as 

regards the atoms which Nature gives them to work 

with,”  and also “ gravitation being measured by m ass,  
mass measured by weight, and weight dependent upon 

first knowing the values of mass and gravitation, wo 

presently argue of tliom in a circle, so far as the law oi: 

gravitation itself is concerned.” The work tries to show 

the falsity of the doctrine that “ m ass  always varies 

directly as w e ig h t .” Tho investigation cvinces great 

earnestness. It shows that inductive methods alono 

will not give a consistent philosophy, nor will they 

satisfy tho higher faculties which deal with essences and 
Being. Referring to Newton, the writer concludes as 

follows :— “  I hold fast to that which is true, reject that 

which is not, but remember that the history of scienco 

shows that nothing has been more detrimental to its pro­

gress,nothing more destructive to its highest interests,and 

therefore more prejudicial to the welfare of humanity than 

the servile worship of names and tlie attempt to drag as  
all-sufjicient into the present and perpetuate into tho 

future the authorities of a dead though venerable past.”  

The author’s chief argument is drawn from the fact, as he 

states it, that we find among chemical substances the law 
of gravitation not applying to tho phenomena, compelling 
the uso of another called “  affinity.”

While we do not agree with Mr. Sharp’s mode of argu­

ment, and must confess that his style is most confusing, 

and often really obscure, we yet fully concur with his 

view that tho law of gravitation is inadequate and in­
complete. This is not the first timo it lias been attacked. 
Gen. Pleasonton, in America, some years ago, in his 

book on the influence of the Blue Ray, calls Newton’s 

centripetal and centrifugal forces and law of gravitation,

“ fallacies,” And in Isis Unveiled, at p. 271, Yol, I, ifc



h a s  b e e n  a l r e a d y  a s s e r te d  th a t  th e r e  is  n o  g r a v i ta t io n  in  

th o  N e w to n ia n  se n s e , b u t  o n ly  m a g n e t ic  a tt r a c t io n  a iu l 

re p u ls io n , n n d  t l ia t  i t  is b y  th e i r  m a g n e tis m  t h a t  th e  p la ­

n e ts  o f th e  s o la r  s y s te m  h a v e  th e i r  m o tio n  re g u la te d  in  

t h e i r  re s p e c tiv e  o r b i ts  b y  th e  s t il l  m o re  p o w e rfu l m a g n e t­

ism  of th e  s u n  a n d  n o t  by th e i r  w e ig h t o r  g r a v i ta t io n .

I n  th e  p re s e n t w o rk  th o  a u th o r  s a y s :  “  Y o u  w ill a s k , 

if  y o u  a d m it  th o  fa lla c y  u n d e r ly in g  N e w to n ’s la w , *  *  

h o w  h a s  i t  f i tte d  so w ell h i th e r to  ti ie  p h e n o m e n a  o f 

n a tu r e  ?— I re p ly  : b e c a u se  it  h a s  so h a p p e n e d  th a t  a  p ro ­

d u c t  o f m a t te r  a n d  fo rc e  s im u la te d  m a ss  in  m o s t cases, 

a n d  w h e u  th is  w as n o t th e  caso , a n d  g r a v i ta t io n  d id  n o t 

f i t  n a tu r e ,  w hy, n a tu r e  w a s ju s t  m a d e  to  li t  n a tu r e . ’''

------ » ------

MADAME B LA V A TSK Y AND H ER SLANDERERS.
T lie Christian College .Magazine, a f te r  finding itself in 

a  p re tty  m ess of its  ow n crea tio n , th u s  tries to hooil-wink 
th e  T heosophists :— “ I t  is n e ith e r w ith  T heosophy n or w ith 

th o  T heosophists th a t  we have any q u a rre l even now . W e 
fu lly  reeognizo tlie r ig h t  of th e  T iieosophical S ocicty  to  cul­
tiv a te  its chosen field. W c recognize th a t  so m eth in g  like 
w h a t i t  proposes w ith  reg ard  to th e  an c ie n t l i te ra tu re  and 
relig ions of In d ia  is a n  ab so lu te  necessity  a t  th e  p re se n t tim e... 
I n  b rin g in g  fo rw ard , as we have done, proofs th a t  M adamo 
B la v a tsk y ’s M ah atm as nre a  m y th  an d  h e r ph en o m en a bu t 

fea ts  of ju g g le ry , wc claim  to  be d o in g  a  g re a te r  service to 
e a rn e s t a u d  th o u g h tfu l T h eosophists th a n  to an y  one else.” 
W h en ce  th is  sudden  lovo fo r us (s tu b b o rn  H e a th e n s ), yo 
re v e re n d  P reach ers  of an  infallib le  G ospel ? W h y  waste 
y o n r energy, aud  your silv er, fo r us, who never in v ited  your 

opinion ? . . .
L et us exam ine th e  C h ris tia n  evidence co n sistin g  of 15 

le tte rs *  s u p p o sed  to have been w ritte n  by M adam e B lavatsky 

to  th e  C oulom bs.
A  p eru sal of th e  first le t te r  show s th a t  M adam e B lav atsk y  

is  sp eak in g  of g e n u in e  phenom ena. W ritin g  from  Upper 
India she says th a t  “ she saw th e  c ig a re tte  a t  :S in th e  m orn­
in g ” on th e  P rin c e  of W ale s’ s ta tu e  a t  Bombay. H ow  did 
sho see ex cep t by h e r  c la irv o y an t pow er P S h e  says th a t she 
w o u ld  drop ag a in  a  c ig a re tte  a t B om bay— from  a  distance, ot 

course, of several h u n d re d  m iles. To m ak e th is  le t te r  look 
suspicious, a  no te  on a  fly leaf an d  som e w ords on a  separate 
slip  of paper, aro  b ro u g h t fo rw a rd  by th e  C oulom bs, an d  tho 
m issionaries say th e  w rit in g  on th e  slip  is “  u n d o u b ted ly  iu 
M adam e B la v a ts k y ’s h a n d .” I t  seem s as if th e  m issionaries 
th em selves h a d  d o u b t re g a rd in g  th is  h a n d w ritin g  w hich is 
m ad e  to fit in  w ith  th e  le t te r  in  a clum sy m an n er.

T h e  second le tte r  is m ado to  show  th a t  M r. P a d s h a a n d  
M r. D am o d ar, tw o a rd e n t T h eosophists, w ho c a re d  very  little 
fo r  p henom ena, w hose devotion  to  th o  cause, an d  whoso 
frie n d sh ip  for, an d  adh eren ce to , M adam o B lavatsky  h ad  been 
pro v ed  beyond d o u b t u n d e r  try in g  circu m stan ces, were 
su b seq u en tly  deceived by M adam e B lav atsk y  fro m  U pper 
In d ia . M r. P ad sh ah , in a lo n g  le t te r  to th e  Pioneer, h a s  suf­
f ic ien tly  well exposed th o  Coulom bs, a n d  asserted  th a t  tho 
g e n u in e  com m u n icatio n s, th a t  he g o t in  th e  u n m istak ab le  
h a n d w ritin g  of one of th o  M ahatm as, w ero received by him 
n n d e r c ircu m stan ces w hich  p o in t out th e  sp n rio u sn ess of the 
alleg ed  le tte r.

T he th ird  a lleg ed  com m unication  is said to  form  the fag- 

en d  of a  long le t te r  w ritte n  by M adam e B lav atak y  fro m  Poo­
na- T w o -th ird s of th o  le tte r is said  to be in F re n c h . Then 
com es a  long  E n g lish  para, w hich ends in  tho follow ing 
w o rd s : “ M any th in g s  to say, b u t no tim e o r room .” All a t  
once, a f te r  th is , com e the follow ing w ords of a  new  au d  h ig h ­

ly  suspicions p a ra , :—

“ Nov/, d ear, lot us change th e  p ro g ra m .” W h a t need of 
w ritin g  a b o u t an y  “ pro g ram m e” or c h a n g e  of program m es 
w hen it  w as a well understood  th in g  betw een th e  confederates 
th a t  tr ic k s  of vario u s so rts w ere to be re so rte d  to as occasion 
aro se  ? M ark , ag ain , th a t  M adam e B lav atsk y  is m ade to dic­
ta te  a  te le g ra m , w ith  in s tru c tio n s  to sen d  i t  in th e  namo of 
“ R am lin g a  D eb ,” an d  y e t she is m ade to W'rite as follow s :—  
“ W ill you go u p  to tlie S h rin e , a n d  ask  K . H . (o r  C hristo- 
fo lo ) to sen d  m e a  te le g ra m ... w orded th u s  I f  K . H . was 
w ell know n to th e  co nfederates to bo a  m y th , w hy should  
M adam e B la v a tsk y  w rite  to th e  w om an C oulom b to go to the

* Published in thrj September number of tho Madras Vhristian 
College Magazine,

S h rin e  to ask  K. H . an d  ex p lain  th a t  nam e by p u tt in g  a  
p a re n th e sis  w ith  th e  w ord “ C hristofolo” in  it. H ere  th e re  
is an  a tte m p t to p ro v e too m u ch , a n d  th a t a tte m p t fa ils  
rid icu lo u sly . T he fac ts  re g a rd in g  the telegram  are  ag ain  
q u ite  ag a in s t tlie p u rp o rt of th e  le tte r , w hich is co n veniently  
placed a t  th e  extrem e end  of a long le tte r , d ifferen t in  s ty le  
and  p u rp o rt from  th e  spurious para .

T he fo u r th  le tte r  is a  little  scrip w ritten  in F re n c h  w ith  fo u r 
suspicions w ords iu  E n g lish  in serted  in  th e  m iddle.

I n  th e  fifth M adam e B lav atsk y  is m ade to speak of th o  
M ah ara ja  of L ahore, a  person w ho does n o t e x is t, and  th e  
w om an C oulom b is g iven  in s tru c tio n s to hide H . P . B .’s h a ir  
iu  th e  old tow er of Sion o r in som e place in  B om bay. T h e  
le t te r  is so h ig h ly  rid icu lo u s, th a t only  a m ind, b rim fu l of 
b lin d  p reju d ice, could suppose it g en u in e . I t  is ag a in  a  fa c t 
to be n oted  th a t  M adam e B lavatsky  never show ed an y -p h e ­
nom ena w ith  resp ect to h e r  hair.

T he s ix th  le tte r  is m ad e to look suspicious by a  long m is­
sionary com m en tary , b u t contains n ex t to  n othing.

N e ith e r th e  2n d , 4 th , -ith or 6th  le tte rs  bear th e  nam e of a  
place or dato  o r oven th e  d ay  of th e  w eek, an d  tlie  sam e is 
th e  ease w ith  th e  7 th , w hich  is also u n d e n ia b ly  a fo rg ery . 

M r. b re n iv a sa  R ao ,to  w hom  it  refers, know s th e  fa c ts  re g a r d ­
in g  his phenom ena so w ell, th a t  he c learly  show ed his fr ie n d s  

how th is  le t te r  co u ld  n ev er have been w ritte n  by M adam e 
B lav atsk y .

T he 8 th an d  9 th  le tte rs  a rc  m ade to  re fe r to M r. R a g h n n a th  
Rao- T hey  do n o t b e a r an y  date or th e  d»y of th e  w eek. H ere 
again  th e  c ircu m stan ces com pletely u p set th e  le tte rs  an d  
siiovv th a t th e  C oulom bs stole th e  S a n s k r it le t te r  of th e  
M ah atm a. Tho M issionaries an d  the C oulom bs foolishly 

a tte m p t in  th is  case to m ake the p u b lic  believe tb a t  M adam o 
B lav atsk y  w rote a  le tte r in S a n sk rit, of w hich lan g u ag e  
she know s n o t a  w ord.

In  th e  10 th  le tte r  ag a in  Col. O lco tt is re p re se n te d  as a  
dupe, an d  sh ow n as n o t h aving  been allow ed to exam ine 
th e  S h rin e , w h en  it  is a well know n fa c t th a t he exam ined 
tho S h rin o  several tim es. The 1 0 th  le tte r  is a  pnerile  
a tte m p t to ab u se  th e  T heosophists re s id in g  a t H e a d ­

qu arters.
T he l l t h  le tte r , w ith  reference to G en eral M org an , has n o t 

only been p ro n o u n ced  a fo rg ery  by th a t g en tlem an  a n d  tlirco  
o thers w ho in sp ected  th e  orig in al, b n t th e re  is tho  w om an 
C oulom b’s own le tte r  a t  A d y a r w ritte n  by h e r to M adam o 
B la v a tsk y  a t  O o tacam u n d , on the v ery  day th e  sa ucer p h eno­

m enon oeourred , w hich she h as m inutely  described as g en u in e .

T he 1 2 tli le t te r  does n o t a t  all re fe r to an y  tr ic k  : it  is a 
m ost ungen tlo m an ly  and m ean a tte m p t on th e  p a rt of th e  
m issionaries to m en tio n  th e  nam es of tw o h igh  officials w ith  
re g a rd  to  a  p riv a te  co nversation  w ith  M adam e B la v a tsk y , so 
as to  se t th e  fo rm er a g a in s t the la tte r . T h e  le tte r, even if 
gen u in e, can n o t prove th e  o th e r le tte rs  g en u in e, as th e  g u lli­

ble p ad res tr y  to  show.
T h e  1 3 th  le t te r  speaks of Christofolo as h av in g  boen k illed  

by  th e  w om an Coulom b, w ho says th a t  C hristofolo  was nn 
a rra n g o m e n t of m ask , b la d d e rs and m uslin . T his le tte r  b ears 
no date , so we d o u ’t k n o w  w hen th e  poor wom an k illed  her 

ow n fan cy . ■
T h e  1 4 th  a n d  1 5 th  le tte rs  are very  vague and refer to  

C hristofolo in  a  haze of m ist w hich m ade th e  w om an sick, 
am! in d u ced  h e r to  go to  th e  padres for holy  consolation an d  

lielp. _ _ _
S uch  is tho  m issio n ary  fable, in su p p o rt of w h ich  tho 

re v eren d  g en tlem en  hav e, in  th e ir O cto b er num ber, published 

a  second b atch  of le tte rs  th a t  c u t th e  g ro u n d  from  u n d e r th e ir  

own feet. L ike M r. F u n k y , th e  ju n io r counsel in P ick w ick ’s 
case, th e y  h av e ad d u ccd  evidenco w hich goes to help  th e  
ease o£ th e ir  o p ponent ra th e r  th an  th e ir  ow n. M adam e B la ­
v a tsk y , w h en  she h eard  from  th e  M ad ras T heosophists re g a rd ­
in g  th e  s tra n g e  beh av io u r of tho C oulom bs, w ro te  to  th e m  
from  P aris a  lo n g  le tte r  on tho 1 s t of A pril last. L e t us 
q u o te  a  few sentences from  th is  le tte r, w h ich  th e  m issionaries, 
u n fo rtu n a te ly  fo r them selves, have g iven to  the public:— “ Is  it  
th e n  because I  hav e rea lly  said and rep eated  to  yon before 
O leo tt and  th e  o th e rs, th a t  you both, b eing  T heo so p h ists an d  
frien d s, h a d  a  r ig h t  to  spend the m oney of th e  .Society for 
y o u r dress an d  necessary  expenses th a t  you a re  saying  to 
th e m  (H a r tm a n n  an d  o th e rs ) th a t M. C oulom b h as con­
stru c te d  secre t trap -d o o rs, &c. . . H ow  can  I  believe th a t 
M adam e Coulom b w ill so d ish o n o r h e r  h u sb an d  an d  herself.
........Y ou (M . C oulom b) a re  too h o n est a  m an, too p ro u d

to  do su ch  a, th in g ...Y o u  (M m e. C ou lo m b ) aro  tru ly  sick.



Y ou m u s t be so to  do so foolishly  as you a ra  do in g . U n d e r­
s ta n d  th en  th a t  you c a n n o t a t  th is  h o u r of d ay  in ju re  an y  

one. T lia t it  is too late. T h a t s im ila r p henom ena, au d  
m o re  m arv ello u s still ( le t te rs  from  M a h a tm a  K o o t H oom i 
a n d  from  o u r M a ste r) liav e  hap p en ed  w h en  I  w as a 

th o u sa n d  leagues aw ay. T h a t M r. H u m o  a t  SirnlcL, C olo­
n e l S tra n g e  in  C ashm ir, S in n e tt in  L ondon, Q u een sb u ry  
in  N ew  Y o rk , a n d  G ilb ert in A u stra lia , h av e  received 
th e  sam e day a n d  the sam e h o u r a  c irc u la r  le t te r  in  th e  w rit­
in g  of th e  M ahatm a w hen all w ere alone in tlieir- room s. 
W h e re  th e n  w ere th e  trap-doors c o n stru c te d  by M. C ou­
lom b ? F in d  one o u t really a n d  it  w ill reflect a t  m ost on 
you th e  p rincipal ae to rs an d  011 p o o r mo. P eople who have 
seen tho M ahatm a before th e m  in  A u s tra lia  a n d  L ondon as 
a t  th e  A d y ar, who have received fro m  h im  le tte rs  in h is  h a n d ­
w ritin g  in  reply  to  th e ir  le tte rs  w ritte n  tw o h o u rs before, will
■not believe you. N o r could th ey  beliove y o u__ I  w ill spend

m y self fo r th a t  cause w hieh  you h a te  so m uch. A nd who 
th e n  has been the fraud w hen ( I  being 1,000  leagues a w a y ) 
I ia r re e s in g ji  l'as a  reply to  his le tte r  w hich he had p u t into 
th e  S h rin e , mid S h rin iv a s  R ao  also, as th e y  have w ritte n  to 
m e from  A d y ar. Is it you w ho have w ritte n  in th e  h a n d -w rit­

in g  of th e  M ah atm a, an d  you also  have ta k e n  ad v a n ta g e  of 
a  tr a p -d u o r?  A ll th e  evil pro v ed  w ill be th a t you have n ever 
w ished to believe th a t th ere  w ere true M ahatm as b ehind  th e  
c u rta in . T h a t you do n o t believe tlie ph en o m en a real, an d  
th a t  is w hy you see tr ic k s  in every  th in g . I f  yo u  com prom ise 
m e before L an e-F o x  o r H a rtm a n n  an d  o th e rs— ah  well, I  sh all 
n o t re tu r n  to th e  A d y ar b u t w ill rem ain  here o r  in L ondon, 
w here I  will p rove by phenom ena m ore m arvellous still th a t 
th e y  aro  tru e  an d  th a t our M ah atm as exist, for there is one here 
at Paris an d  th e re  will be also in London. A n d  w hen I 
sh a ll havo p ro v ed  th is, w here w ill th e  trap -d o o rs be th en  ? 
W h o  w ill m ake th em  ? ”

Is  th is  lan g u ag e  of th e  tr ic k s te r  an d  im p o sto r th a t  tho  
m issionaries, in  th e ir  s im p licity , w an t to m ak e  o u t M adam e 
B la v a tsk y  to  be ? T h is  lady, w hen for th e  first tim e she h eard  
good m an y  tilin g s  re g a rd in g  th e  vile b e h a v io u r of th e  C ou­
lom bs, th o u g h t th a t  th e  w om an C oulom b— w eak, h y ste ric a l 
a n d  m ed iu m istic  as she is— h ad  gone w rong  in h e r  head , a n d  
th e re fo re  w ro te  to  h er an d  h e r h u sb an d  a  lo n g  le tte r  so as to 

b rin g  h er to  h e r  senses. T he pacific tone of th is  le t te r  is a 
sin  in th e  eyes of th e  obtuse, a n d  th a t fac t is m ad e m u ch  of. 
Jlu t su ch  th o u g h tle s s  persons fo rg e t th a t in th is  le t te r  M a­
dam e B lav atsk y  d is tin c tly  a ss e rts  th a t  th e  M ah atm as (o f 
w hose existence she is re p re se n te d — in one of th e  sp u rio u s le t­
te r s — as m aking  a  jo k e ) exist, an d  she could prove th e ir  e x is t­
ence, th a t  sh e  could  show  m arvellous p h en o m en a  even in 
s tra n g e  lan d s, an d  th a t she ch allen g es th e  d a s ta rd ly  p a ir  to 
find o u t a  real tra p -d o o r.

T h e  m issionaries have u n w ittin g ly  proved th e  innocence 
of M adam e B lavatsky.

A s long as th e  real c h a ra c te r of th e  C oulom bs h ad  n o t been 
found ou t, som e ch a rita b le  T h eosophists w ero w illin g  to givo 
th em  handsom e sum s to help them . W hen, how ever, th e ir  
h o stility  to th e  Society w as exposed a t  H e a d -q u a rte rs , th e  
offers w ere w ith d r a w n ; th e  d a sta rd ly  p a ir  th e n  said they  
could  show  how M adam e B lav atsk y  played tr ic k s, an d  M. C ou­

lom b pointed to th e  half-finished slides placed by h im  in th re e  
or fo u r places, b u t when lie was ask ed  to w ork  th em  he could 
scarcely  do so, an d , above all, com pletely failed  to show w h at 
connection th ese  slides h a d  w ith  th e  S h rin e . T h e  p a ir  were 
asked to  g iv e  som e fu r th e r  proof of M adam e B la v a tsk y ’s 
deceit, b u t th e y  had n o t th e  le tte rs  ready  th e n  an d  th erefo re  
could  b rin g  fo rw ard  n o th in g .

I n  proof of the g en uineness of th e  alleged le tte rs , th e  m is­
sionaries say th a t  th e  C oulom bs gave th em  tho le tte rs  once 
fo r all, an d  th a t  w hen th ey  w ere ask ed  ’to give illu s tra tiv e  
docum ents of th e  S im la  cu p  p henom enon, tlic  Coulom bs said  
th e y  hud none, th a t, h a d  th ese  peoplo been forgers, th e y  
w ould  liave p ro duced  o th e r le tte rs  as well. T h e  C oulom bs, it 
seem s, h a d  m ore sense th a n  th e  m issionaries, w ho w anted  
th em  to  prod u ce le tte rs  re g a rd in g  p h en o m en a  in  w hich th e  
C oulom bs in B om bay could n o t by th e  re m o te st p ro b a b ility  
be expected  by an y  one to ta k e  a  p a rt. P la u sib le  facts in  a 

few instan ces w ith in  th e ir  know ledge w ere p e rv e rte d  by 
them ; an d  the h a n d w ritin g  of M adam e B lav atsk y  was im iia t- 

ed it seoins by a process a b o u t w hich  a  crim in al, sen tenced  
n o t v ery  long  ago by th e  B om bay H ig h  C ourt, could  e n lig h t­
en tho m issionaries. A few  le tte rs  w ere g o t u p  und ta k e n  
from  place to place. N o one w ould bu y  th em  till a t  last the 
Christian Golle-je Magazine pooplo w ere induced to tako th em  

up  for th e  sum  of R s. 150. T h a t w as a  p a ltry  su m  fo r the

C oulom bs, b u t as th e re  w as n o  b e tto r m a rk e t for th e ir  w ares 
they had  to  acc e p t th a t  p itta n c e . W hy sh o u ld  they b o th er 
them selv es m ore w ith  a  s tin g y  p ay -m u stei. R e g a rd in g  tho 
S im la  cup th e y  h a d  g iv en  a  h in t in  connection w ith  th o  
A d y ar sau cer, an d  th a t  o u g h t  to satisfy  a  n o t over-g en ero u s 
m issionary .

T he “ d isco v erie s” o f th e  m issionaries, fa r  from b ein g  ablo 
to prove th a t  th e  M a h a tm a s  a re  a  m yth and M adame B la v a t­
sky’s phenom ena m ere ju g g le ry , have, on the co n tra ry , show n 
th a t th e  M ah atm as exist, au d  th a t M adam e b la v a tsk y  is ablo  
to  show m ost w ondrous phenom ena. Several T heosophisis 
have seen ph en o m en a d u rin g  M adam e lila v a tsk y ’s- absence a n d  
have h ad  th e  m ost con v in cin g  proofs of th e  existence of th e  
M ahatm as.

Poona, October 1884. N . I ) .  K . . .  F . 'T .  S.

T H E  B O M B A Y  T H E O S O P H IC A L  S O C IE T Y .
To C o l o n e l  H . S. O l c o t t ,  President-Founder of the 

Theosophical Society.
Deau S m  and B ro tu u k ,— W e, th e  u n d ersig n ed  m em bers of 

the B om bay U ranch of th e  T heosophical Society, beg to  e x ­

press, in co n n ectio n  w ith  th e  re c e n t scandalous p u b lic a tio n s 
iu  th e  Christian Ctdleye Magazine, affecting th e  re p u ta tio n  of 
o ur m ost esteem ed a n d  respected M adam e B lav atsk y , o u r firm 
conviction  th a t  th e  a lle g a tio n s  of frau d  b ro u g h t a g a in s t her 
a re  p u re  fa b ric a tio n s  of th e  C oulom bs whoso action has ex ­
c ite d  o u r  s tro n g e st co n tem p t. T hese  publicatio n s, along 
w ith  all th e  ad v erse  b u t  ill-ju d g ed  critic ism s, passed by 
several of th e A n g lo -lu d ia n  p ap ers ,h av e  only served to s t r e n g th ­
en o ur co n v ictio n  in h e r honourable m otives and  to increas;; 
o u r sy m p ath ies for, a n d  to  draw  us closer to, th e  v en erab le  
lady, to w a rd s  w hom  o u r d ev o tio n  continues u nflinching, an d  
o u r fa ith  in h er p e rfe c t sin cerity  an d  honesty lias n o t, in the 
s lig h te st d eg re e , been sh a k e n  by these calu m n io u s w ritin g s. 
I f  ever any d o u b t arose iu th e  m inds of an y  of us, we beg to 
assu re  y o u  th a t it has been com pletely  rem oved by th e  exp la­
nations a n d  re fu ta tio n s  w hieh hav e been boldly p u t fo rw ard  
by various in d iv id u a ls  au d  m o st effectively by th e  c le a r an d  
th o ro u g h  ex position  of th e  real facts rendered by D r. H ar t­
m ann in his p a m p h le t e n title d  “  R e p o rt of O b servations m ado 
d u rin g  a  nine m o n th s’ stay  a t the H e a d -q u a rte rs  o f th e  T h eo ­
sophical S o cie ty .” To all these w rite rs  we lak e  th is o p p o rtu ­
n ity  of te n d e r in g  o u r sin c e re st th a n k s .

O u r a d m ira tio n  an d  love fo r M adam e B lav atsk y  do no t rest 
on h er a b ility  to perfo rm  phenom ena, uor has she ev er show n 
th e  least d esire  to m in is te r  in th is  w ay to the idle cu rio sity  of 
in d iv id u als. O u th e  c o n tra ry , every can d id a te  is info rm ed  a t  
his in itia tio n  th a t  th e  S ociety  does not profess to  perform  
m iracles b u t to teach  a  p h ilosophy w hich is as sublim e as it  is 
absolu tely  tru e , an d , th ro u g h  its m eans, to ad v an ce tlio  
regeneration  of m an k in d .

O u r love fo r M adam e B lav atsk y  is based 011 h er lo f ty  an d  
noble ch a ra c te r, 011 her v aried  accom plishm ents, an d  on h er 
self-sacrificing d evotion  to  th e  cause of tr u th . .

T he n e rv o u s a n x ie ty  an d  convulsive h a ste , w ith  w h ich  th e  

sham eless proceedings have been pushed  th ro u g h  by tho 

M issionaries of th o  C h ris tia n  College, th e  av o id an ce on th e ir  
p art of tho very  p recau tio n s w hich ev ery  ra tio n a l c ritic  
w ould con sid er h im self bound, iu such  eases, to  ad o p t before 
g iv in g  su ch  blind credence to th e  ta le  ot tw o self-condem ned 
w retches, th e  u n m an liu ess of th e ir  a tta c k  m ade d u rin g  tho 
absence of th o ir  s tric tu re s  from In d ia , all these in d ica te  tho 
narrow ness of th e ir  resources and th e ir  helplessness a g a in s t 
th e  p o w erful enem y w hom , fa ilin g  to v an q u ish  by b e tte r 
m eans, th e y  have foolishly supposed they oould c ru sh  dow n 
once fo r a ll by fra il a n d  cru m b lin g  in s tru m e n ts  w hieh th ey  
have m istak en  fo r d e stru c tiv e  w eapons and have th u s  e x ­
posed th e ir  tru o  position  of a  d ro w n in g  m an c a tc h in g  ab 

s tra w s ........
Y ours fra te rn a lly ,

P  u  k k 0 /. is s n a  w R  u s t  011 j 1,
Kakiuji R. B onesistteu, L. M. a n d  S., 
M abtandkow B auajue N aunath,
B al N ila ji P itale,
T ookaeam T atva,
POOKNO CllAN'DUA MOOKKK.II,
N aoin' das B aktidas S akai,
U. L. J uan uis S ilva,
RuSTOtlJI Manciieiui M ohkimika,
J anaicdan Damodau K oliiatkak,
R u s t a m j i  A bbbsuxk M ast'EK (a n d  o th e r ).

Bom ha y, I 
l  Vf.li October 18B1. /  .



M R . G R I B B L E ’S P A M P H L E T .

M r. J .  D. B . G r ir b le  lias ju s t  issued a  “  R ep o rt of an 
E x am in atio n  in to  th e  B la v a tsk y  C o rrespondence.” M r. 
G rib b le  claim s to be an  ex p ert, a n d  I  c a n n o t follow 
h im  th ro u g h  a ll h is  d e x te ro u s and in tric a te  v errn iculations 
liy w hich  lie tr ie s  to convince h im self th a t  th e  alleged le tte rs  
h av e been w ritte n  by M adam e B lavatsky. I  will therefo re  
o n ly  re fe r to w h a t he says in re g a rd  to th e  le tte r  in w hich 
m y  one h a n d -w ritin g  is fo rg ed . H e says th a t  tho  difference 
b etw een  th a t  h a n d -w ritin g  a n d  m y own is so s tr ik in g , th a t e ither 

th e  person w ho w rote th is  le tte r  h ad  n ev er seen m y h an d -w rit­
in g  o r  had no o p p o rtu n ities of cop y in g  it, o r else th e  person 

■writing in ten d ed  th a t th e  receiv er should  a t  once d e te c t the 
fo rg e ry .

1  h a v e  show n th e  said  le t te r  to a good m any people (n o n ­
e x p e rts ) w ho w ere acq u a in te d  w ith  m y h a n d -w ritin g , and 
th ey  all m istook th a t  h a n d -w ritin g  a t  first s ig h t as th a t of 

m in e own.
M r. G ribble fu r th e r  s ta te s  th a t  Col. O lcott, w h en  he saw 

he en d o rsem en t on th e  b a c k  of th e  le tte r , “ assum ed it  to 
h av e been m ade by th e  ‘ M aster’ an d  th e n  s e n t th e  le tte r to 
D r, H a rtm a n n , who a t  once recognised th e  h a n d -w ritin g  of 
th e  end o rsem en t to be n o t of th e  1 M aster’ b u t of a M ahatm a, 

w ith  whoso w ritin g  he was a c q u a in te d .”
T his is a  d is tin c tio n  w ith o u t a  difference, because th e  M ahat­

m a  and Col. O lc o tt’s “ M aster” a re  one an d  th e  sam e person, 
as ev ery  T heosophist know s.

F . H a r t m a n n ,  F . T . S
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[ S U P P L E M E N T  T O  T H E  T H E O S O P H I S T . ]

J O U R N A L  O F  T H E  T H E O S O P H IC A L  SO C IE T Y .

U N P U B L IS H E D  W R IT IN G S  O F E L IP H A S  L EV I.

X.

Magnetic, Irregularities and Crimes against Nature,
M a n  ought to direct and correct n a tu re , bu t he m ust never 

violate her laws. If  man, by com bating natu re , attem p ts to be­
come God in opposition to God, he falls lower than the brute and 
deserves to be called a demon.

M en’s vices and consequently their m isfortunes are caused by 
their want of m agnetic equilibrium , because w ithout wishing it, 
they become subject to attractions or repulsions of such a violent 
naturo, th a t they are unable to regulate them  according to the 
laws of justice. Such men bccomo slaves and love th eir servitude, 
they are dru n k  with a deadly wine and love the poison that kills 
them  ; they are in love w ith death and will not suffer anything 
to separate them  from their cold and terrib le  bride. They will 
have w hat they crave. They wish to perish and perish they w ill; 
and th eir destiny, produced by natural laws, will change in no 
way the calmness of eternal order.

Man is exactly w orth as much as he makes him self worth. 
To nature his body is not w orth  more th an  th a t of a fly, only it 
causes somewhat more infection when it decomposes. Certain 
believers th in k  th a t an eternal intelligence, which rules the in­
finite universe with its suns and worlds, pays attention to their 
stupidities, and gets extremely offended by their foolishness ; as 
if Divinity could be insulted by the infirm ities of a crank or 
by the filthiness of a dog. A man w ithout reason and equilibrium 
is below the animal ; because he cannot like anim als depend 
upon his in stin ct for guidance and advice. Do those people think 
th a t God is offended when they sneeze, or th a t a divine provi­
dence keeps a book to reg ister the names of hysterical patients ? 
W hy should a g rea t painter blush when he looks at the imperfect 
sketches he made in his youth ? H is reputation will not suffer 
through them . B ut what hum an glory can ever produce such a 
vanity as is exhibited by those pretended saints, when they b o a B t  
o£ their faults having been noticed by God. “ My God, I  hum i­
liate myself before you, b u t how can I  g et rid of my mountain of 
sins ? Can you ever forgive me for having p u t my will into oppo­
sition to yours P I would be doomed to despair, it' not the blood 
of a God had been B h e d  for my sake, etc.” This is w hat they call 
hum ility. Look at th a t abortion th a t bends itB back, so that 
God may not th ink  it too big. Look a t th a t pigmy, that haB  
mixed hiB  spittle  w ith a little  d u st and th inks he lias created a 
m ountain, big enough to endanger Ju p iter, Look at th at insect 
th a t b e l i e v e B  th a t nothing less can buy i t  than th e  blood of a 
God. A fter hiB B t n p i d  and arrogant confessions and prayers h e  
lies down and d ie B  satisfied and contented w i t h  himself and 
sm iling beforehand a t tho angels who are certainly ou the way 
to  receive him.

The Bible Bays : “ Cease to  do evil and begin to do good ; and 
if the filth of your sins were as red as scarlet, you Bhall become 
white as snow.” This is common sense and reason in all its 
simplicity ; bu t it is too simple for dunces, it is too natural and 
does not sufficiently flatter their vanity.

If  one departs from the law of nature and reason, he can only 
go with folly and crim e, even if he is supported by faith. Auto- 
da-fe means “ ac t of faith” and the holy inquisition was always 
m ost indisputably orthodox. She did not allow any doubts, aud 
yet what is faith w ithout doubt p If  science were not able to 
doubt anything, we would not need to believe, we would know. 
F aith  is a sentim ental reason of hope in doubt, and it is perfectly 
reasonable to doubt things which are unknow n, and which are 
not even known to exist. W hat stre n g th  to a belief can be 
furnished by the supposed auth o rity  oE these good people who 
like ourselves simply believe w ithout being convinced? “ Do 
you know w hether such and such a th ing  is true P” “ I believe 
it.” This answer means :—“ I  know nothing about it, but I am 
willing to suppose it to be tru e.” There iB nothing so absurd, 
th a t it may not be supposed by the ignorant to be true, and may 
not therefore become an article of faith. The folly of madmen 
consists iu not realising the incongruity of th eir fancies ;-they 
are to them articles o£ faith  ; those who do evil believe to bo 
doing good, or a t least to accomplish som ething which will bring 
them som ething good. A man habituated to follow nature is less 
liable to err, th an  one who has been ta u g h t to defy her. Pretend­

ed virtues and crim es against nature are born under the same 
roof and go hand in hand. The Jordan is a sacred river which 
flows a t la s t in the lake of Sodoraa,

To mako faith  in dogm as reasonable, it  is necessary' th a t 
s c ^ c e  a n d  reason should approve of the motives which induce 
th a t belief. He th a t believes anything unreasonable is an idiot, 
and if he insists on believing it, a fool.

Such is the character of the ancient dogmas, whose spirit is 
now hidden under the already worn out veil of C hristianism . 
Indiscreet science is lifting  the veil on all sides and tears out 
pieces. According to her, it is time to destroy th a t veil and to 
substitu te  for it  the veil of Isis, the eternal bu t transparent veil 
ot N ature.

_But w hatever efforts may be made, they  will not tear the veil 
of the sanctuary, they will only destroy them selves, when the 
earth  begins to trem ble, when the sun grows dark  and when 
strange voices will be heard amongst the groanings of the m e r : 
‘‘ The groat Pan is dead.”

The death of Jesus, as told by the evangelists, presents some­
th in g  terrible. H is last words seem to be an expression of 
doubt and deep despair. Then a terrible cry'and nothing more. 
H is head sinks and he expires. Did he perhaps see the new world 
th a t was about to be born aud did th a t sight fill him with horror ?

I t  iB said th a t V oltaire died after terrible convulsions; but 
his laBt reg ret waB th a t he had not yet finished the work he 
was preparing for the dictionary of the Academy. “ My 
friends ’—he said to h is faithful ones, a Bhort tim e before he 
expired ■“ I  recommend to you to...” H e stopped ; they bent their 
heads to liBten to hiB last recommendation. “  I  recommend to 
you” said h e a t last,—“ the twenty-five letters of the alphabet”— 
and he died. There are some, who find his death ridiculous. 
W c will not tell them  th a t we find it sublime, bccause such per­
sons could not understand us. Yes. The letters of the A lphabet j 
thiB iB som ething which is truly im portant for the world, some­
thing  durable, som ething which will help to B av e  hum anity.

The Hebrew Kabalists s a y  t h a t  t h r o u g h  l e t t e r s  G o d  haB  c r e a t e d  
e v e r y t h i n g  a n d  t h a t  t h r o u g h  t h e m  m i r a c l e s  o f  a l l  kindB c a n  b e  
w r o u g h t .  T h i B  h o w e v e r  w e  m u s t  u n d e r s t a n d  with a grain of salt 
a s  t h e  h e r m e t i c  p h i l o s o p h e r s  Bay.

Rousseau says th a t the death of J e B u s  was the death of a God. 
W e do not know iu w hat manner gods die, who are Baid  to be 
im m ortui, b u t it iB certain th at V oltaire died as a sage and 
R o u s B e a u  died like a  poor beggar. The children of V oltaire in 
the French Revolution were Mirabeau and the GirondineB; those 
of Rousseau were hypocrites, the “ virtuous” Robespierre and 
“ philanthropical” M arat. Voltaire was a m an of genius, Rous­
seau an im itator. V oltaire was au apostle of civilisation, Rous­
seau a fanatical lover of nature.

Irreligion and fanaticism  are two crimes against nature. H u­
manity is religiously inclined, but inhum an sectarians are fana­
tical, and society being forced to contend with religious systems 
opposed to nature, tho greatest longing of hum anity m ust re­
main unsatisfied.

We now understand, why the slow suicide of the cloister, 
forced celibacy, abnegation of reason, hate against love, are 
crimes against n ature ; th a t priestly confession, which sacrifices 
the m o d e B t y  of young girls to the lecherous curiosity of a young 
clergym an f i l l e d  with im pure tem ptations, is a most revolting 
im m orality ; th a t tho traffic with sacred things is an abomination.

W e understand th is, and as the church alone refuses to under­
stand it, we can no longer go with the church.

The age of intelligence and justice is coming slowly b u t  surely. 
I t B  advent is retarded by the want of equilibrium  in human or­
ganisations. P erfect man is uot yet boru, aud perfect man alone 
will be fully responsible. Man has the p o w e r  t o  c h o o B e  between 
those th in g s that a ttra c t him. His attraction  becomes deadly 
it it  drags him along the cu rren t of passions.

The card-table a ttra c ts  the gambler, liquor and opium are pow­
erful despots,, heartless women destroy tho youthful fire ; it ia 
neceBsary to learn in tim e how to avoid tho whirlpools and to 
battle  against cu rren ts, if we desire to pilot ourselves safely 
through the storm y w aters of life, '



Passions are  only m agnetic intoxications. I f  we dream  while 
awake, we can have visions and evoke phantom s; but the diffi­
culty  is to send them  away if we do not desire them . I f  they 
are  called too often, they become our masters.

There are individuals who seem to  radiate dream s. Thoir 
presence makes one dizzy and th e ir hallucinations are catching. 
They are commonly called Mediums aud are suffering from m ag­
netic irregularities.

M r. S t. G EO R G E L A N E -F O X  IN  O EY LON .

(From the Philosophic Inquirer, Madras).
A l a r g e  num ber of Theosophists and B uddhists gathered at 

th e  wharf to receive Mr. Fox an the 2 f s t  ultim o when he was 
expected, but the crowd dispersed a t sunset ou learning th a t the 
steam er had not arrived.

Two days after, the ‘ S. S. E llora’ brought the distinguished 
visitor to the Colombo Roads about 3 p.m., when the officers o fth e  
Theosophical Society went on board and acoompanied him lo the 
J e tty  w here he was greeted as a brother by the o ther m em bers of 
th e  Society, and as a friend by the B uddhists who gath ered  at 
the w harf to welcome him. Mr, Fox then drove down to the 
liead -Q u arters of tho Society at Maliban street, where till a late 
hour, visitors of all denom inations began to pour in to have ^  
glim pse of a jewel of th e  Theosophical Society.

The next day after his arrival, he paid a private visit, in the 
m orning, to his cousin S ij A rth u r Gordon, with whom he had a 
long conversation, especially on the grandeur and sublim ity of 
Theosophy. In the afternoon he was the guest of H is Excel­
lency a t dinner, and on the following m orning, Mr. Fox accom­
panied S ir A rthur to the M ountain Capital where they spent a 
day in “ sig h t seeing ” and returned  to Colombo in tim e to make 
preparations for his dep artu re  to Europe.

D u rin g  Mr. Fox’s short stay in Colombo, it was arranged by 
him to deliver a lecture a t the “ flo ral H all,” but as tim e did 
not perm it him to do so, the hope of those, who were eager to 
hear him , was frustrated , and I  tru s t th a t those who had 
the honor of having formed his acquaintance had really enjoyed 
tb e  lively conversation in which Mr. Fox took a  leading part.

We wish our good brother a bon voyage'" and tru s t he will 
im press the tru th  of Theosophy ou E nglish minds,

P . De. A.
C innamon Gahdens, ?
September 4th, 1884. J

' ' ------ —

SH O R T  N O T E S ON PSY C H O LO G IC A L S T U D IE S.

Thought Transference, or Mind Heading.
B r W . Q. J .

A w h i t e r  in the Saturday Review, in 1882, said :—“ Wo had 
thou g h t we had heard the last of th o u g h t reading." I t  seems, 
however, th a t he was m istaken, albeit he was then expressing 
the current scientific opinion, as more definitely expressed by 
th e  senior physician of W estm inster H ospital, who said he was 
amazed th a t any one with the slig h test pretensions to scientific 
knowledge would have the hardihood to put forth any evidence 
iu favor of th o u g h t read in g .* The cycle moves on however, 
and dogm atic scientists are powerless to arrest it or to prevent 
its  bringiug to light w hat have been called “  exploded fallacies.” 
Thero are many ways of tran sferrin g  th o u g h t und of reading 
minds. Tlie clairvoyant can see aud th ils read your th o u g h ts ; 
b u t we cannot all be clairvoyants. The adept can rea4 any one’s 
thought, and w ith ease transfer what thought he desires to an ­
other brain ; b u t “ the adept is the effloresence of his age.” The 
m esm eriser can transfer a thought to his su b ject’s w ind, bu t ju s t 
now we are not treatin g  of mesmerism.

In  1882, Professor B arrett, of the Royal College of Science for 
Ireland, aud others, presented to the Psychical Research Society, 
a report on this subject, from which we quote—“ Is  th ere  or is 
there not auy existing or attainable evidence, th a t can stand fair 
physiological criticism , to support a belief th a t a  vivid im pression 
or a distinct idea in one m ind can be com m unicated to another 
mind, w ithout th e  intervening holp of the recognised organs of 
perception ? Aud if such evidonce be found, is the im pression 
derived from a rare or partially developed aud h itherto  unrecog­
nised sensory organ, or has the m ental percept been evoked direct­
ly w ithout any antecedent sense-percept ('’’f  T here is plenty 
of such evidonce as Professor B arre tt calls for. T hought reading 
and transference are as old as man. IV en  little  children have a 
game iu which one goes out of a room so th a t tho  others may select 
a word of whicli they are to think iu teutly . The absent one retu rn s, 
stands among the others, all of whom iu silence are thinking hard 
ot say, ‘‘ trees.” In  a few m inutes the experim enter suddenly 
thinks of trees and shouts it out. This is tho u g h t transference. 
The investigation of this subject may be mado in teresting . The 
researches of the Psychical Research Society are of g re a t in ter­
est, aiid were pursued by the scientific men, who form ed its 
committees, w ith pleasure as well as ardour. In  1875, one Dr. 
Corey made experim ents iu America, which were th u s described

* July No. Nineteenth Century, 1882.
t  Proceedings of Psychical Rcsearcli Socicty, 1882, p. 13.

ia the Detroit Medical Review-.—“ B ringing him self into direct 
“ physical contact with some person, Mr. Corey, was enabled to 
“ discover objects which th a t person had secreted, and to select 
‘‘ from a  m ultitude of objects the one upon which the wilier was 
“ intent. H e usually placed th e  other person’s hand upop his 
“ forehead.” • .

The person who is to make th e  experim ent ought to sit down 
quietly. A nother person, who sits  in front, takes hold of the hands 
of the first, looks in tently  iuto the eyes and concentrates hia 
thoughts upon an object or a  place or a person : such as, upon 
“ dog," “ the palace,” “ th e  tem ple,” a geological strata, a flower, 
or what not. In  a few m inutes then he asks th e  s itte r, 
“ what flower do I th in k  of, or w hat place, or what person here, 
or what ornam ent or th ing  in this room, or w hat King of E n g lan d  
or what geological s tra ta ,” aud so on. I t  will bo found th a t in 
the m ajority of cases the answ ers will be correct, w ithout 
fraud and w ithout collusion.

Any company of persons can. verify this, and if some of our 
members pursue this line of inquiry, which was not above the 
minds of some of the g reatest scientific lights of E ngland, reports 
of the experim ents furnished to the T ueosopiiist will bo of great, 
interest aud valuo. .

Another way is to blindfold the subject. Then tak e  his 
hand, and draw  yourself upon a piece of paper a simple figure or 
a  face, no m atter what. T he su b ject th e n  repeats w ith a pencil 
th a t which comes before his m ind. M any experim ents of this 
character have been made with great success, in some instances 
it  was seen th a t the subject reversed th e  picture, or turned 
it topsy turvy.

Another mode is for th e  subject to rem ain seated and b lind­
folded while one of the p arty  goes outside and draw s a simple 
figure ou a piece of paper, concentrating his mind upon it  for a 
fow m inutes so as to g et a  vivid picture of it before his m ental 
eye. Then he retu rn s and concentrates him self upon th e  s itte r  
who takes up pencil and paper and reproduces w hat he sees m en­
tally. This is all done w ithout contact. Many curious and 
startlingly  accurate resu lts m ay be obtained. .

In m aking these draw ings, it is b est to use a  soft pencil, 
drawing the lines very coarsely or boldly, so th a t you may produce 
upon your own m ind a very strong  impression of th e  form. In 
this way your th o u g h t, which is actually dyuamic, will th e  more 
easily alfect the sitter.

A th ird  and easiest mode I  will mention is, to sit quietly w ith 
Born e one who is to th in k  steadily, while you rapidly relate  whafc 
you find passing through your brain. I t  cau bq done cith er w ith 
o r  without contact. Contact with the other person of course will 
make it easier, bu t you will be surprised to find how olten  you 
report exactly w hat the other person is  thinking of-

In draw ing pictures, or se ttin g  down words to be guessed, if 
will be found much easier to concentrate th e  m ind if a piece of 
paper or a black board bo used as a back ground before which is 
placed the object to bo guessed, as the co n trast between the two 
causes a sharper im age to be conveyed by tho eyo to the brain.

-------*------  .
T H E  TAE O F  T H E  F A IT H IS T S .

T his is the beginning of a com m unity, bu t unlike anything  
that has been tried  before in auy part of the world, i t  is to bo 
built up w ith children, und for the purpose of raising  them . 
The following clause taken from th eir C harter of Incorporation, 
issued by the S tate of New Y ork, is som ewhat explanatory : viz-, 
“ The object of our Association is to gather in, and care for, 
foundlings and orphans, and other unprotected infants, and to 
found them iu a colony or colonies on w estern lauds, w here wo 
shall procure a trac t of sufficient size, to prohibit th e  sale and 
use of intoxicating liquors, and where th e  children may be edu­
cated and raised out of sight of drunkenness and profauity , so 
common in our large cities.”

B ut benevolenco is not all th a t is aimed at. The children are 
to  bo ta u g h t all kinds of occupations, mechanical, ag ricultural, 
etc., etc., educating them  on tho kindergarten plan, until th ey  
arrive at m aturity . And even here the work is not to stop, b u t 
homes are to be provided for them  within the colonies, whero 
they may live as long as life lasts if they so choose. The in ­
quirer would suggest th a t it would require an immense sum  of 
money to carry out th is en terprise  successfully. B u t such ia 
not the case. Each colony is to be self-supporting ; raising, 
grow ing aud m anufacturing everything within itself th a t may bo 
required. To accom plish this, a new governm ent (fra tern al) is 
laid down, and it  is different from e ith er monarchy or republic, 
and on a h igher plane. A new religion is back oE all this, and 
y et not a new religion, in fact, bu t the p u ttin g  into practice of 
religion founded npon th e  Com m andm ents, revealed in all the 
religions of the world. T he F aith is ts  are a  religious people, bu t 
they w orship no L ord nor Saviour, b u t only Jehovib, tho 
Creator.

Their rites and ceremonies aro moro imposing thau any th a t 
liave ever been practised, and yet they are given only as a mailer 
cf education and discipline- A ngel communion is also ta u g h t, 
writh instructions as to th e  condition of the spirits of th e  dead. 
B ut iu no case do th e  F aith is ts  place them selves u n d er the 
guidance of the sp irits. They weigh m ortal and spiritual know­
ledge, aud take ouly w hat can be fully proved.



T hese comm unities are never to  exceed 3,000 inhabitants each, 
au d  all th ings are to b eh eld  in common. To th is the children 
are to be trained  from th eir infancy up, and to  assist one an­
other, understanding th a t oil th in g s belong to  Jehovih, given 
into our tru s t. _ .

The name of this organization is “  T he T ae,’’ and it is compos­
ed of an O uter aud In n er Council.

Any of th e  homes of Colonies will constitute an In u e r Counci , 
b u t there is to be only one O u ter Council. I t s  members and 
lodges are to be iu  all our large citieH. Each of the Inner 
Councils will control its own home or colony. Their wants, 
requirem ents, capacities, etc., will be mado kuown to the Outer 
'Council. „

The members of The Tae, either of th e  O u ter or In n e r Coun­
cil, draw no pay or stipend for their services. All the members 
th a t go into these homes or colonies-, if accepted, will be provid­
ed with food aud clothes, and a home d u rin g  th e ir natu ral lives, 
b u t receive no pay for th e ir  labours. _ _ .

N either can they be accepted u ntil they give in all their 
earthly  possessions and  isolate them selves from  the customs, 
usages, and vanities of th e  world. I t  is only a few months 
since The Tae was s ta rte d . A call for volunteers has been 
responded to from nearly  all parts of the U nited States. A 
g athering-in  home was begun th e  1st of May, 1884, near Pearl 
ltiv er, Rockland Co., N. Y., and a sufficient num ber of volun­
teers have gathered  in and consecrated their lives and for­
tunes to the work to insure success. . .

The rites and religious ceremonies were not only interesting 
and instructive, but of th e  most im posing k iu d  im aginable.

DiscirLlNB.

The F a ith is ts  a re  vegetarians, using neith er fish, flesh nor 
anim al product, save h o n e y ; e ither celibacy or monogamic 
m arriage, nothing else. W ork  is divided into groups, with a 
teacher or chief to each, and these change w eekly or monthly, 
so th a t all m em bers take tu rn s as chiefs. These chiefs are 
absolute for th e  tim e being. And over these is a  C ’chief, also 
absolute for his term . B u t all m em bers of the In n e r Council 
tak e  turns as C’chief alao. They are a  happy people. _

The temple of w orship is opened awhile in the morning a t 
sunrise, but in subdued light, for all who choose to’ come in and 
p ray , quietly, and then to pass out. S abbath  service embraces 
im posing ceremonies, processions, p rayers, responses, lecture or 
sermon, and music.

One evening each week is devoted to lessons ; one to educa­
tion in  rites  and cerem onies, as practised in all religions, and 
som etimes in regalia; one to  music, one to prayer, one to 
dancing and etiquette, b u t even this is opened w ith prayer, 
though music is practised nearly every evening.

L iberty is preserved. No criticising, fault-finding or com­
plaining against one another is practised withiu the home.

They have no constitution and bye-laws.
For fu rth er inform ation th e  reader is referred to Oahspe, the 

New Bible. All com m unications should be addressed to

D u. H . S. T a n n e r, 

Secretary of the Inner Council.
Camp Hored, Pearl River, Rockland Co., N. Y.

A u g u st 1st, 1884.

------ ♦------

A F E W  R E M A R K S  SUGGESTED BY T H E  ARTICLE 

“ T H E  COLLAPSE OF K O O T  H O O M I.”

The Padres.
W e pity the poor Padres of the Christinn College. 

Miserable indeed is their plight when they are compelled to 
resort to these doubtful means to overcome their opponents. 
The Padres never meet the Theosnphist’s lecture on the open 
platform and defend tlieir sectarian views orally or in writ­
ing. They denounce them as atheists and political humbugs 
behind their backs, where they have no fear of being contra­
dicted.

These letters have been published ip the name of public 
morality. If this is the Padres’ standard of public morality, 
then public morality becomes polluted when its name is ut­
tered by the mouths of the Padres. In her namo they have 
violated sacred rights, In her name they have become 
willing dupes of a woman who has lost her ballast in tho 
reverses of fortune, the vile instruments for the perpetra­
tion of a greedy woman’s revenge.

The Occult Roam.
There was only one large worn upstairs when the Society 

purchased the Adyar House. To ono end of this troom was 
attached a bpd-room with a partition between it and the sit­
ting room. From tho bed-room, a door led to a verandah. 
Tbis doorway was shut up and ihe verandah was converted 
into e room called the Occult Room.

In closing up the doorway a hollow space was allowed to 
be left in the middle that the weight of the new addition upon 
the beam of the ceiling might be as little as possible. I 
have seen both sides of this wall, both when it was being 
built and when it was finished. I have seen it also when it 
was papered.

Originally it had no sliding panels at the back or front. 
When I saw it again a few days after the expulsion of tho 
Coulombs, I fonnd in various parts of the wall in the rooms 
upstairs small panels recently constructed in places whero 
there were none before. I know every part of this room, 
having been in it by day and slept in it by night during our 
stay iu Madras. The mischief workers were evidently dis­
turbed in the middle of their work.

The Shrine. •

The shrine is a movable cupboard hung on the recently 
closed up wall of the Occult room. This portion of tho 
wall is left still intact.

The shrine is something like a psychological telegraph 
office. It is connected by a current of akas with the Asram 
of the Mahatmas. Whatever is put into it will at oncc bo 
known to them. Bnt it should be distinctly understood that 
this is not the only means of communication ; nor, if tho 
shrine were removed to-day, will all communications be stop­
ped. Tho shrine is simply a matter of convenience.

The Coulombs.
Out of respect for Mme. Blavatsky, the Coulombs were 

treated kindly by all of us. Mme. Coulomb’s numerous 
peccadilloes were freely forgiven. She was considered an 
irresponsible medium, the willing instrument of any strong- 
willed person that circumstances may tb'row in her way. 
Last December when I gave Mme. Blavatsky a curiosity in 
the shape of a petrified plant that we came across in a cava 
in one of our rambles in the Papannassum Hills, Mme. Cou­
lomb examined it and pretended to see clairvoyantly heaps 
of gold coins treasured up near the place in the cave where 
we got the article. W e  all then had fine jokes on her say. 
But when a few days later she took ns aside and seriously 
insisted on her being taken, to the spot and asked for a loan to 
make the necessary preparations for a journey, we plainly told 
her we would have nothing to do with her treasures or her 
journey.

The Mahatmas.
It is too late in the day for the Padres to deny the exist­

ence of the Mahatmas. There are several Englishmen of tha 
Civil Service, who have had correspondence with them when 
Mme. Blavatsky was far away and knew nothing of tho 
matter, not to speak of scores of other gentlemen, European 
and native. I too can claim the honor of having had an in­
terview with one of them in his physical body outside the 
precincts of a lamasery near Sikkim on the road leading to it 
from Darjeeling. The interview took place at eleven in. 
the forenoon and lasted for about two hours. I have seen 
him and several of his pupils in the astral body on many 
occasions. Many of onr friends who happened to be with us 
at the time have seen them like oarselves. Mme. Blavatsky 
is now in Europe, Colonel Olcott too is there. Our com­
munication with the Mahatmas still continues uninterrupt­
ed. If Madame Blavatsky can do this, why then, verily 
she is a Mahatma.

Phenom ena.
At this day, only those, who have had neither the time 

nor the inclination to search into psychical laws, join with 
the theologists and raise a feeble cry against tho existenco 
of such powers. The only question is whether such powers 
are brought into play in particular occurrences. The best 
witnesses to prove such things are those who have seen them 
and not the Padres who deliberately keep away, attributing 
them all to the machinations of their friend, the Devil. Tho 
Padres say that all phenomena have been produced by 
trickery by Madame Blavatsky with the aid of the Coulombs. 
I shall mention two instances, out of several, that havei como 
under my personal experience. An American gentleman of 
a well known firm, who is not in any way connected with tho 
Society, wrote a letter to me asking certain questions in Aryan 
philosophy. On opening it as soon as the postman gave it 
to me at my place in Tinnevelly we found that the answers 
to the more intricate questions were already entered opposite 
each of them, under the well-known initials of my revered 
Guru. The letter is etill with mo and Madamo Bla-



vatsky to this day knows nothing of it. One day in 
my pluce at Tinnevelly, a learned Pandit of the Shaktaya 
sect was speaking to us in flowing terms of the advan­
tages of • the Shaktaya ceremonials over all others in the 
development of psychical powers. I noted down in hia 
presence the salient points of his argument on paper, put it 
iuto an envelope, addressed it to my Guru, and placed it in 
my box. This happened iu the evening. The next mornyig I 
saw on my table, along with other papers, the samo cover 
unopened but with my address written over the previous 
superscription. I opened it and fonnd written between the 
lines of the original letter a crushing answer to all the false 
logic of the Pandit, with quotations in Sanskrit from the Upa­
nishads neatly written in the Devanagari characters. 
Madame Blavatsky was in Madras then and to this day she 
is ignorant of this letter or its reply. Scores of letters of 
this kind received by us from our Venerated Master, when 
we were far away from Madame Blavatsky or Colonel Olcott, 
are in our possession. Many of our friends havo seen several 
of them. Some of them contain Tamil quotations written 
in neat characters.

If the Padres say we and several others, who had the same 
experience, are labouring under some hallucination, we may 
as well retort that the definition of that word will have to bo 
considerably altered. They cannot under any circumstances, 
hallucinate away the letters in our possession. If they ques­
tion our veracity, not only can we produce better credentials, 
but we are in a positiou to challenge the public to cutch us 
misrepresenting one fact for the hundred facts about which 
the Padres have been caught fibbing deliberately.

The Padres mislead the public when they assert that the 
Society is founded on phenomena. No phenomenon is shown 
for its own sake. The Masters belong to a higher plane of 
existence and they get hold of the easiest method in their 
plane for communication with their pupils and others.

Conclusion.
Dr. Hunter, the Director-Genera| of Statistics, says that 

tho proportion of jail going population in Bengal as compa­
red with England for an equal area and population is one- 
third for the malo and one seventeenth for the female. Ho 
does not say how muoh of the Bengal crimes are traceable 
to the influx of evangelical civilization. The Padres have 
done many a crime in the name of Evangelical morality. 
They have torn by wiles husbands from wives, children from 
parents. Their Karma now overtakes them and impels them 
to do questionable actious like the present publications which 
will ultimately result in their going home bag and baggage, 
leaving the heathen Hindu to the simple, unsophisticated, 
sublime morality of his sage forefathers, the authors of the 
Upanishads.

M a d u r a .  S. R a m a s w a m i e r .

------ «-------

T H E O S O P H Y  A N D  CHRISTIANITY.

E v e r y  student of history knows that when Christianity 
was in the ascendant in Europe, persecution, torture, 
murder, imprisonment, and burning of heretics—-unbelievers 
in the Bible— were the chief glories of Christendom. One 
need but opeu the pages of the history of the Middle Ages, 
to know how under the name of the Inquisition, millions 
of human lives were put to the. rack and faggot, imprisoned, 
burned, and murdered to appease the wrath of the all- 
merciful God of the Biblo. One need but read the history 
of our ruling country, especially the reigns of Mary and 
Elizabeth, to know how in the name of the very god of tha 
Bible, the Catholic and Protestant Christians exchanged 
massacres. Facts are abundant in the famous books of 
Buckle, Draper, and Lecky, and even in the history of the 
Christian Mosheim, to show that the Christians were ever 
buried in darkness, guilty of manifold crimes even in those 
ages when the influence of the teachings of Christ had not 
quite faded away ; that they revelled iu luxury, licentiousness, 
and what not; and to crown all, they gloried in putting 
every possible barrier to intellectual and moral progress. 
Kead the lives of Ĝalileo, Bruno, Vanini, Campanella, 
Voltaire, Paine, Diderot, Hypatia, D ’Holbach, David Hume, 
Volney, Bradlaugh, Holyoake, Besant, Bennett and Foote—■ 
the unbeliovers— who spurned at the inhuman Christian 
creed. Has Christianity ceased to do the glorious deeds 
enumerated above ? Has it given up those barbarous measures 
meted out to Freethinkers up to the end of the past century ? 

No ! The prime object of Christian teachers and preachors,

in every land they tread, is to choke the intellectual freedom 
of the land ; to persecute the freethinking pioneers of th© 
land ; to print ingenious falsehoods against them, to slander 
them and impeach their honesty, and accuse them of insin­
cerity in their several professions. W e do not and cannot 
wonder if the Protestant Christians strive their best, per­
haps in good faith, to excel in calumny, their good master 
Luther, who ont of true Christian spirit called the great 
Greek philosopher Aristotle, “ truly a devil, a horrid calum­
niator, a wicked sycophant, a prince of darkness, a real 
Apollyon, a beast, a most horrid impostor on mankind, one in  
whom there is  scarcely any philosophy, a public and professed 
liar, a goat, a complete epicure, this twice execrable Aristotle." 
This undying tribute was paid to Aristotle because, according 
to Macaulay, “ he was the great fashioner of the intellectual 
chaos ; he changed its darkness into light, and its discord into 
order.” Need we wonder therefore that Christians should 
after Luther’s fashion persist in calling non-chrigtians all 
names they please ? Christians have tried their worst in Eng­
land ; enough of persecutions have they counted in the names 
of the Free-thought leaders of that land ; but they could not 
intellectually and morally succeed in winning over then- 
lost sheep; they could not establish the claims of their 
beloved creed on true foundations ; they could not gain a 
single freethought leader to their flock by reason, argument 
and true conviction ; they could not, with all the united pow­
er of the Bishops of the land, stem tho torrent of infidelity 
that is raging in every creek and corner of civilized Europe. 
Despairing iu their failure, they have fallen npon the two 
famous Founders of the Theosophical Society. Dreading 
the remarkable influence of their teachings oyer the minds of 
the rising generation of our country-men, they have begun 
to traduce their character, and to pronounce that the wholo 
Society is based upon mere fraud and sham. They have not 
however had the manliness to meet the male founder of the 
Society— Colonel Olcott— upon a public platform and show 
the superiority of their creed to Theosophy. More than five 
years have passed, since the arrival of the founders in India •
not a single Christian missionary has up to date in India__so
far as we are aware— dared to debate with the President-Foun­
der on the relative merits and claims of Christianity and 
Theosophy. They have, however, to give vent to their rancour,
found a mouthpiece in the Christian College Magazine.......
We beg permission on behalf of public morality to review 
in good faith, the Editorial in the current issue of the ‘ Ma­
gazine,’ that has appeared under the curious heading— “ The 
Collapse of Koot Hoomi."

The editorial above referred to has caused no doubt somo 
sensation among intelligent Indian circles,...but the thinkino- 
portion of the Hindu public, and such of thc Hindus, as 
are already acquainted with the ways and manners of the 
Christian Missionaries and thoir modes of conversion, are 
not so easily, as the Editor imagined,to be led astray by the in­
terpretations put by a Christian journalist upon letters and 
documents alleged to have been in Madame Blavatsky’s own 
hand-writing, and found out of “ strange recklessness” on 
Madame Blavatsky’s part,in possession of the very irresponsible 
persons, the Coulombs. The Editor in substantiation of tho 
very peculiar, not to say questionable, title of the Editorial 
observes :—

In theso latter days, the Mahatmas havo spoken again through their 
chosen vessel Madame Blavatsky and witli snch powor and authority 
that their words havo not been in vain. From end to end of India tho 
fame of Koot Iloomi has beeu spread, and the marvels done in his namo 
have had all tho effects of miraculous seals npon the utterances of his 
agent. One by one, Indian Sccptics have bowed their heads before tho 
Mahatma?, and a distinguished Indian Journalist—Mr. Sinnett, rather 
a noted man in unbelieviny circles, has humbled himself to be the inspired 
redacteur of Koot Hoomi’a Cosmogony.

The italics are ours.

What of that ? The Indian sceptics arc sceptics still in so 
far as Theism is concerned ; but they have not the bigotry 
and stupidity to ignore that there are mysterious things which 
need exploration; they have not denied in virtue of philoso­
phy proper, that there are higher powers attainable by man, 
and tbat persons of higher intelligences and psychic powers 
do exist. The belief in tho existence of Mahatmas is rather 
native in tho cultured Indian mind ; the Indian philosophy 
teaches tlie same grand truth. But it matters not and it 
concerns very little with Theosophy, if the bigots among 
sceptics do not bolieve in tho existence of Mahatmas, for tho 
truth of occultism rests upon its own merit. The Editor 
adds that “ it is not to Madame Blavatsky’s skilful and per­
suasive words bnt to the evidence of. his senses that Mr



S in n e tt ascribes h is con v ersio n .” N ow  th is  k in d  of accusa­
tion is ev id en tly  q u e s tio n in g  th e  s in c e rity  of M r. S innett, 
■who, iu  th e  E d ito r’s ow n w ords, w as ‘ ra th e r  a  n o ted  m an  in  
u n b eliev in g  c irc le s .’ W o leave how ev er M r. S in n e tt to 
speak  for h im self, a n d  tu rn  to  th e  E d ito r’s sn eerin g  observa­
tio n s  founded  u pon th e  fid elity  of th e  C h ristian  Coulombs. 
T ho w hole a n d  th e  only  conclusion, w hich th e  E d ito r  m akes 
a n d  v ery  in geniously  in d eed  teach cs th e  p u b lic  to draw  from 
h is  E d ito ria l a n d  th e  n u m b e r of le tte rs  im p u te d  to  M adam o 
B la v a tsk y , is sim p ly  th a t  M adam e B lavatsky h a d  been pro d u c­
in g  fra u d u le n t phenom ena w ith  th e  h e lp  of th e  honorable 
Coulom bs. T he E d ito r how ever, re liev in g  Colonel O lco tt from 
th is  accusation, has h a d  th e  goodness to re m a rk  th a t “ ju s t  
in  p ro p o rtio n  ns th e  Colonel g a in s his esteem  fo r his honesty, 
d o es lie lose in his re p u ta tio n  as a  m an  of sense-” W hy, upon 
.an u n founded  c h a rg e  w h ich  th e  E d ito r  was m ade to believo 
t h a t  the Colonel w as s h u t o u t from  th e  sh rin o  ! Do n o t th e  
in te llig e n t th in k  th a t  Colonel O lcott lias e v id e n tly  m ore sense 
in  believing  ia  th e  existence of th e  M ah atm as, a n d  in the 
liig h o r in te llig en ces of m an  th a n  th e  C h ris tia n  E d ito r  who 
believes th a t  B aalain ’s D onkey spoke in sp ired  ? N ow  th e  sole 
conclusion, w h atev er i t  m ay be, w hich is to be d ra w n  from th e  
p u b licatio n  of th e  le tte rs  above referred  to , is as re g a rd s  th e ir  
genuineness a n d  n o th in g  else. W h e th e r  th e y  are genuine, or 

as gen u in e  as th e  G ospels them selves, o r w h e th e r  any in ter­
polations w ere m ade in th em  by som ebody to  th ro w  d irt a t 
M adam e B lav atsk y , a re  p o in ts  w hich could be decided by 
M adam o B lav atsk y  alone. B u t th e  p u b lic  can  a rr iv e  a t  one 
safe conclusion in  th e  m eanw hile, th a t  M adam e B lavatsky 
could n o t havo been a  p erson  to  live by, an d  g a in  fam e upon 
fra u d u le n t m eans, con sid erin g  th e  c h a ra c te r  of th e  Coulombs, 
w hich is fu lly  nnd e x h au stiv e ly  se t fo r th  in  D r. P . H a r t­

m a n n ’s “ 'R e p o r t  of O b serv atio n s m ade a t  ■ tho H e a d  Q uar­
te r s  of th e  Theosopliidal Society.” T hose, w ho h av e h a d  th e  
fo r tu n e  to be a cq u ain tan ces of b o th  M adam e B lav atsk y  and 
Coloiiel O lco tt, w o u ld  n o t scru p le  to  p ro n o u n ce th a t  th e  for­
m e r is m ore c a n d id  an d  open in  h er avow al of opinions than 
th e  la t te r  ; a n d  those, w ho have p a tie n tly  re a d  th e  chaptor 
on th e  T heosophical S ociety  in  M r. S in n e tt’s Occult World, 
could  have le a rn e d  in  fu ll th e  noble lifo an d  ciireer of tho 
P o u n d e rs  of th e  T heosophioal Society, a n d  th a t,  a t  the 

.sacrifice of th e ir  ow n in te re sts , th e y  h av e com e o u t to 
In d ia , an d  h a v e  been w o rk in g  iu  th is  lan d  fo r th o  cause 
of T ru th , fo r  th e  b e tte rin g  of h u m a n ity , fo r th e  rege­
n era tio n  of India,, an d  tlie  w orld a t  la rg e . T he disproof 

o f th e  gen u in en ess of th e  docum ents p u b lish ed  iu  the 
Christian College Magazim, being le f t  en tire ly  to th e  dis­
cretio n  of M adam e B la v a tsk y , w e have to consider, seri­
o usly  too, th e  c h a ra c te r  of th e  C oulom bs,........W e could ro t,
one w hit, ch arg e  M adam e B lav atsk y  w ith  tho least fra u d u le n t 
in te n t, h a v in g  seen p ersonally  th e  c lever b u t clum sy 
im ita tio n  of D r. H a rtm a n n ’s h a n d w ritin g  w hich lias 
b een  a lre a d y  pron o u n ced  in th e  Madras Mail b y  tho 
D o cto r to  be a  “ fo rg ery .” W hen one le t te r  of Dr. 
H a rtm a n n ’s had been so boldly  p ro n o u n ced  a  forgery, the 
u n p re ju d iced  p u b lic  h av e  a  fa ir  inference to  d ra w  in  the 

m a tte r  of M adam e B lav atsk y ’s le tte rs . H o w  M adam e 
C oulom b w as m isrep resen tin g  th e  objects of th e  T heosophi­
cal Society; how  she w as c h a rg in g  th e  Society as inim ical 
to  tru o  r e l ig io n ; how  sho w as te llin g  th a t  th e  phenom ena 
o ccu rrin g  a t  th o  H ead  Q u a rte rs  of th e  S ocicty  w ere frauds 
a n d  w orks of tho devil, n o tw ith s ta n d in g  h e r  ow n d eclaration  
th a t  th e  phenom ena w ere tru e  an d  gen u in e, m ade in  her 
le t te r  d a ted  A d y a r, 1 3 th  A u g u st 18 8 3, an d  p u b lish ed  in Dr. 
H a rtm a n n ’s r e p o r t ; how  she w as a tte m p tin g  to  ex to rt 
m oney from  ric h  m em bers of th e  Society ; how  she was ly ing  
a n d  b ack b itin g , w ero proved  by affidavits fro m  respectable 
p ersons before a  G eneral Council of th e  S ociety  on tho 
1 3 th  M ay la s t. . . .B u t as th e  p roverb  goes ‘ rep en tan ce  comcs 

to o  l a t e ;’ an d  i t  rem ain s to  be seen w h e th e r th e  C hris­
tia n  E d ito r deceived him self by th e  ‘ sk illfu l an d  persuasivo’ 
w ords of M adam e C oulom b o r th a t  he is firm  iu  his 
conviction th a t  th e  docu m en ts a re  genu in e..;. Be th a t 
a s  i t  m ay. N ow  as re g a rd s  th e  b ack  doors, tr a p  doors, 
a n d  s lid in g  p an els n e a r th e  sh rin e, w hich th e  E d ito r 
m ad e so m u ch  of, as h a v in g  been th e  m edium s fo r  pro d u c­
tio n s of ‘ o c c u lt ph en o m en a’ a t  th e  sh rin e , w e have a 
w ord to say. I t  w as la s t S u n d ay  th a t  w c, accom panied by 
o u r  own b ro th e r  a n d  a  respectable fr ie n d  of o u rs, called a t 
th e  H ead  Q u a rte rs  of th e  T heosophical S ociety, w ith  an  honest 
in te n t  of sa tisfy in g  ourselves as to  th e  existence or non­
existence of th e  above m ach in ery . A f te r  a  s h o r t conversation 

with Dr, Hartmann, Mr. J u d g e  and others, ffe expressed

o u r desire  to  s e e th e  S h rin e, an d  w ere ' tak en  up th ere. To 
o u r g re a t su rp rise  an d  to o u r a d m ira tio n  too, w e saw  th e  

c lever an d  ingenious contrivances of M r. Crtulomb— le ft in  
an  un fin ish ed  state-*—w hich w ere not in  existence up to  th e  
la s t day. M adam e B la v a tsk y  was a t  A d y a r, w e knew  ; and wo 
cam e u n an im o u sly  to  th e  one arid o nly  conclusion, th a t  th e  
c o n triv an ces w ere m ad e by M r. Coulom b h im self d u rin g  
M adam e B la v a ts k y ’s ab sen ce from  M ad ras, to  serve th e  
p lo t. W h a te v e r o p in io n  th e  public  ruay form  from  th is 
acco u n t of ours, w e have h ad  o ur say  in  th e  m a tte r;  an d  wc 

beg to  conclude w ith  a  w ord, th a t even if M adam e B la v a t­
sk y  s v e ra c ity  can  be q u estioned, th e  calum nies an d  s la n d e rs  
of th e  T heosophical S o ciety ’s enem ies can n o t affect its  
p ro g ress in  th e  le a s t, its  objects b e in g  good.'—P/iilosop/iic 
Inquirer, Madras.

------ ♦------

M IS S IO N A R Y  “ C O L L A P S E .”

I t is a  m a tte r  of no sm all su rp rise  an d  reoret to  w ell 
disposed m em b ers of th e  Theosophical Society th a t  an  o u t­

side p u b lic , least in fo rm ed  w ith  reference to  its  in te rn a l 
w o rk in g , sh o u ld  so cred u lo u sly  y ield  th em selves to  ev ery  
bubble of a lle g e d  fra u d  se t afloat b y  in v etera te  enem ies of 
th e  m ovem ent. B u t th e  m em bers g e n era lly  are  a b le  to  ju d g e  
th e  m e rits  of th e  case from  a  b e tter sta n d -p o in t.

2. T he lines on w hich th e  P a re n t S ociety  is w o rk in g  
have n o th in g  w h a te v e r to do w ith  w itn essin g  or p ro m o tin g  
o ccu lt p h en o m en a  in  th e  w orld. T h a t w o rk  m oreover is 
Carried on in d e p e n d e n tly  of the fo u n d e rs. T he m em bers 

also are  n o t in te re ste d  in  m agic or c o n ju rin g  tr ic k s , b u t  a re  

b e tte r  em ployed in  th e  s tu d y  and in v estig a tio n  of a ll an cie n t 
philosophies lo s t to  th e  s ig h t of m odern  learn in g . A  lively  
in te re s t  h as th e re b y  been th o ro u g h ly  roused to look in to  
A ry a n  a n d  o th e r  lite r a tu re , religion^ a n d  sciences, find o u t 
th e  excellencies in therri, v in d icate  th e ir  im p o rtan ce, an d  
u p h o ld  th e  t r u th .

3 . W ith  tliese objects in  view a n d  w ith  a  view  to d iv ide 
tlie labour, b ran ch es of th e  T heosophical Society have been 
ev ery w h ere  form ed, w hich  are  w o rk in g  in d ep en d e n tly , bu t 
h o ld in g  to g e th e r as one S o ciety  for tho in te rc h a n g e  of k n o w ­
ledge.

4. D e sig n in g  enem ies need not fla tte r them selves w ith  
th e  hope th a t  th e ir  p e tty  schem es of d e stru c tio n  can possibly 

aifect th is  S ociety  o r in te r r u p t  the good w ork  g o in g  on, fo r ih 
w ould be ab so lu te ly  ab su rd  to suppose th a t  th e  s ta b ility  of 
th e  S ociety depends upon th e  g en u in en ess or otherw ise  of 
p e tty  p h en o m en a w hich can be easily im ita te d  o r surpassed  
b y  th e  low est of n a tiv e  ju g g le rs.

5. O u tsid e  foes do n o t know  w h a t is learn ed  w ith in  th e  
S ociety. T ru th s  as old as th e  hills a re  absolu tely  rep u lsiv e  
a n d  d is ta ste fu l to  th e i r  m in d s because to  th em  th ey  a re  new ; 
fo r  w h a t could  be m ore d istastefu l to a  M a te ria lis t th a n  th e  
assertion  of th e  existence  of invisible sp iritu a l w orlds, or
to  th e  b ig o ted  C h ris tia n  th a n  th e  fa c t th a t  a m iracle  is" b u t , 
th e  “ n a tu ra l r e s u lt” of “ exceptional causes,” and th a t m es­
m erism  plays a  larg e  p a r t  in  th e  production  of th e  phenom ena 
su p e rstitio u sly  called  “  m iracles ? ”

6. T he in s tru c tio n s  received a t th e  h a n d s  of th e  T heoso­
p h ical S ociety  are  fu ll from  b eginning  to  en d  w ith  positive ’ 
in fo rm atio n , a lto g e th e r  new  to the E u ro p ean  m ind, an d  both  
in te re s tin g  an d  c o n sis te n t w ith  reason. “ In  s h o r t,” soys a 

learn ed  a n d  im p a rtia l c ritic , “ wo have a  cosm ogony em b rac­
in g  all th in g s  an d  a ll q u e stio n s of heaven, e a rth , au d  in te r­

m ed iate  s ta te s  of ex isten ce, m undance a n d  ex tra-m u n d an e.
M r. S in n e tt h as done th is  in  excellent sty le  an d  n o th in g  
can  be m o re  lu cid  or well a rra n g e d .”  B u t M r. S in n e tt 
does n o t a rro g a te  to  h im self th e  a u th o rsh ip  of th is  cosm o­

g o n y  b u t ascrib es i t  to  th e  M ahatm as, th e  tr u th  of wliich I  
have h a d  o p p o rtu n itie s  of perso n ally  ju d g in g  w hile filling  

th e  Office of S e c re ta ry  of th e  Eclectic, w hen th e  fo unders of 
th e  T heosophical Society w ero fa r  aw ay, and tb e  C oulom bs 
n ev er h e a rd  of.

7. T h e  m an ifesta tio n s of psychic, a n d  o ccult, m esm eric, 
c la irv o y a n t a n d  o th e r forces, possessed by c e rta in  Y ogis of 
In d ia  a n d  som etim es by W estern  s p ir itu a lis ts — h av e 
been sufficiently p ro v e d  a n d  tried  u n d e r te s t conditions, 
based on th e  evidenco of re liab le  m en of in te llig e n c e , learn in g , 
an d  in te g rity , to  d efy  a ll th e  a rg u m e n ts  of bigoted and 
u n in te llig e n t scepticism . To th e  m ind of a  carcfu l th in k e r, 

th e  evidence is sufficiently conclusive to  enable in te llig e n t 
m en  to  h o n estly  co n clu d e th a t  fra u d  a n d  collusion a re  no t 

necessary to the production of occult phenomena; therefore



every w ell in fo rm ed  T h e o so p h is t an d  all s tu d e n ts  of m es­
m erism  a n d  occultism  g e n e ra lly  hav e good re a so n  to  d o u b t 

th e  g en u in en ess of th e  ch arg es b ro u g h t a g a in s t a  la d y  we 
k n o w  to be m ost le a rn e d  in  th is  d e p a rtm e n t of science. N o r 
w o u ld  a  tr ic k , if  p lay ed  by a n y  one in  an y  p a r t  of th e  w orld , 
a ffect th e  occult sciences or th e  kn o w led g e possessed c o n cern ­

in g  them .
8 . In  conclusion, I  should  say, w ith o u t fe a r of c o n tra d ic ­

tio n , th a t  no r ig h t  th in k in g  T h eo so p h ist, w ho h as h a d  th e  
p le a s u re  of M adam e B la v a tsk y ’s a c q u a in ta n c e  an d  th e  op p o r­
tu n itie s  of p erso n ally  ju d g in g  h e r  c h a ra c te r, w ill s u rre n d e r 
h is  ow n good ju d g m e n t into  th e  h a n d s of expelled  m em b ers 
o f th e  Society, or th o se  of h er b it te re s t enem ies.
• S i m l a , 5 th October 1 8 8 4 . W . D . T i l d e n , p . t . s.

O N E  M ORE W IT N E S S . 

t i i e o s o p i i y .
In  regard to the charge m ade in the Christian College 

Magazine for Septem ber 1884 against Madame B lavatsky th a t 
occult phenomena, produced a t A dyar (M adras), India, are fra u ­
d u len t ones, done by means of a back-door, attached to tbe 
shrine a t th a t place, perm it me to make the following observa­
tions.

I  make bold to m ake them as I  am personally acquainted w ith 
th e  lady, whose character was traduced iu th a t journal, and I 
am  very fam iliar w ith the place which has been a subject of 
m uch slanderous m isrepresentations.

The facts relating  to this m atter, so far as I  know them , are 
th ese:— I have know n the shrine a t A dyar since F ebruary  1883. 
B ut it was in Septem ber 1883 th a t I  had actually an opportunity  
o£ closely exam ining th e  stru ctu re  of th e  shrine, so as to see 
w hether the trickery , now pretended to be exposed, had ever any 
existence. I  may say th a t I entered the room contain ing  the 
shrine w ith th e  m ind of an out-and-out sceptic, indeed, all 
th is  tim e, I may say I  was an unbeliever, though I hud co n ­
stan tly  m et the Founders of the Theosophical Society, and read 
much of their w riting. W hat stru ck  me about the doings of 
th e  Theosophists was, “ W hat necessity is there for these modern 
Theosophists to perform  their phenomena in a p articular locality, 
and th a t in a shrine, while our ancient sages did all we have 
known in open p laces.” I  was soon quieted by au invitation ou 
th e  part of Madame Blavatsky to  inspect the shrine, aud satisfy 
m yself about it.

I  shall now give a brief description of th e  shrine and its 
situation in order tliat the outside public may see w hether it is 
possible th a t the enlightened m em bers of the Society could have 
beeu subjected to tbe trickery  th a t th e  Coulombs now boast of 
exposing.

M adame Blavatsky had her sleeping ap artm en t in the hall 
u pstairs in the Adyar prem ises. There is a door-way leading 
from this hall to a room where th e  shrine is suspended, th e  shrine 
itself (a  eup-board as they call it) being oil th e  wall about four 
feet above th e  ground. I opened the doors of tliis shrine, and 
found in it some photos aud a  silver cnp and a few o ther th in g s. 
I  clearly examined every portion of th is shrine from w ithin, to p ­
ping with my bands every part of it, and nowhere could I  find 
room for suspicion. N ot satisfied with this, I  examined tlio 
outside of the shrine, th e  front and the sides, and the top ; and 
they stood the test. For fear of disarranging tho things, I did 
not move the shrine about, hut w hat was more satisfactory, I 
examined tlie back portion of the wall ou which rested  the 
shrine (which was inside the hall containing M adame B lavatsky’s 
sleeping ap artm en t) and foutid th a t there could not be th e  
slightest room for suspicion in any direction, so far as the 
m atter of the s tru c tu re  of the shrine is concerned.

A fter th is Madame B lavatsky had the kindness to ask if any 
of us (w e were then about five there) had any le tte r to send to 
M ahatm as. One of us im m ediately produced a le tte r;  I  took up 
the cup from th e  shrine, having carefully exam ined it, and the 
gentlem an dropped the le tter into it. I  placed th e  cup w ith the 
le tte r in the shrine, and closed it, as desired by the abovo lady. 
Two or three m inutes after, Madame Blavatsky, who was stan d ­
ing about two yards off. from the shrine, said she felt an an ­
swer came, and on opening tho shrine we found a le tte r  ad­
dressed to the sender, containing four pages with not less 
than 20 lines on each, whioh would occupy any m ortal writer, 
simply to copy it  in, not less th an  half an hour. I t  m ust be 
rem em bered th a t there tnnst have been tim e for one to read 
the letter, and then to prepare an answ er which may take np 
another 15 m inutes. B ut all th is took place in th e  course of 
two or three m inutes,

I  shall now give an account of th e  so-called trap-door, I  found 
th is trap  door in an incomplete state  for th e  first tim e in Ju n e  
1884, a few m onths after the d ep arture of th e  Founders. I t  i.s 
so small a door th a t a thin  spare boy of 10  o r 12  years could 
hardly enter through it. I t  is intended to be understood the 
phenomenal le tters were ushered into the shrine th ro u g h  th is  
passage, b u t any one seeing th e  passage for him self, would be 
couyiuced of the impossibility of the thing being done.

I  m ust, therefore, ta k e  th is  occasion to represent w hat I  know 
of these m atters to allow T ru th  to trium ph j and I  feel it  
specially necessary, now th a t every one of us should speak out 
his experience of th e  Theosophists and their doings, th a t 
they may furnish, however lightly  it may be, answers to th e  
attacks of the Coulombs upon the conduct of persons too far 
away to ju stify  them selves,

T. 0 .  R a j a m i e n g a r .

M a d r a s ,  2 2 u d September 1884.—[Indian Mirror, Oct. 1.)

G E R M A N  T H E O S O P H IC A L  S O C IE T Y .

S E CO ND M E E T IN G .

A  s e c o n d  m e e tin g  of th e  B ra n c h  S ociety  convened a t  Am* 
bach, S ta rn b e rg e r  See in  B av aria , on th e  9 th  of A u g u st las t, 
th e  follow ing p erso n s w ere  d u ly  receiv ed  in to  m em bership  : 
B aro n  a n d  B aro n ess du P rel, P ro fesso r Gabriel Max, F ra u  
E m m a M ax, M iss K itz in g , C o u n t an d  C oun tess von Spreti, 
an d  C a p ta in  F ra n z y  N o b ern , a ll of M u n ich , an d  M r. E rn s t 
yo u  W e b e r, of D resd en .

The President-Founder tlie n  ad dressed  th e  m e e tin g  a t  
some le n g th  upon th e  p re s e n t s itu a tio n  of in te llec tu al affairs 
in  G erm any, an d  ex pressed  v e ry  w arm ly  his p leasu re  in  being 
able to en ro l as m em b ers tw o  m en  so illu s tr io u s  in then- 
respective d e p a rtm e n ts  of l i te r a tu re  a n d  a r t  as B aro n  du 
P re l th e  p h ilo so p h er an d  P rofessor G ab rie l M ax th e  p a in te r. 
H e  said th a t  a  cause, su p p o rte d  by such  m in d s as w ere a l­
read y  w on over to  T heo so p h y  in  G erm an y , m u s t be a  su c ­
cess. W e w ere a t th e  v e ry  infan cy  of a m ovem ent now , 
w hich  lie hoped a n d  believed w ould a f te r  a few  y e a rs  ex ten d  
th ro u g h o u t n o t only th e  w hole a re a  of G erm an  th o u g h t b u t 
also of th a t of a ll th e  civ ilized  w o rld .

Upon m o tio n  of D r. lliibbe Schleiden, th e  B ra n c h  th e n  

voted for officers ; an d  Baron du Prel, being elected u n an i­
m ously F ir s t  V ic e -P re s id e n t, accep ted  th e  office and was by 
tlie  P re s id e n t-F o n n d e r d e c la re d  d u ly  in stalled .

U pon fu r th e r  m otion, th e  ex ecu tiv e  officers w ere a u th o ­
rized to se lec t m em b ers to  form  a  council who should  have 
th e  pow er to  a d d  to  tl ie ir  n u m b e r as c ircu m stan ces m ig h t 
re q u ire  it.

T he session of th e  S o cicty  w a s  th e n  ad jo u rn ed  sine din
HoiiliE—SciILL'IDliN,

President of T. S. G.
A pp ro v ed

II . S . O l c o t t ,

P . T . S.

G E R M A N  T H E O S O P H IC A L  S O C IE T Y .

T i i e  following- d e sp a tc h  w as received a t  A d y a r (M a d ra s ) on 
th e  2n d  of O cto b er :—

G erm an  B ra n c h  reso lv es th a t  no evidence a g a in s t M adam e 

B lav atsk y  affects o u r b elief in  th e  M ah atm as ; i t  b e in g  en ­

tirely  in d e p e n d e n t of h er.
Y et she has o u r fu ll confidence. W c despise C oulom bs’ 

slanders,
E l b e k e e l d , G e r m a n y , )  G e b i i a r d ,

October 2 , 1 8 8 4 . J Secretary.

L O N D O N  L O D G E  T H E O S O P H IC A L  S O C IE T Y .

T h e  follow ing te leg ram  w as received a t  A dyar (M a d ra s ) on 
th e  m o rn in g  of th e  4 th  of O cto b er from  th e  P resid en t of the 

L ondon Lodgo of th e  T h eosophical Society :—
T he C ouncil of th e  L ondon L odge assure the P a re n t Society 

of th e ir  loyal su p p o rt, u n d e r  th e  unscru p u lo u s a tta c k  on 
M adam e B la v a tsk y  ; of th e ir  belief in  h e r  in te g rity  ; a n d  o£ 
g ra titu d e  fo r h e r  services iu th e  cause of T heosophy. 

L o n d o n ,  E n g l a n d ,  |  F i n c u ,

'3rd October, 1 8 8 4 > j President.

T H E  M A D R A S  T H E O S O P H IC A L  S O C IE T Y .

Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Madras Branch 
of the Theosophical Society, held ou the 4.4h October 1 8 8 4 , at 
lloyapettah, in the 2>remises of the Society.
O n m o tio n  of T. S reen iv asa  R ow , i t  w as u nanim ously  • 
R esolved, th a t  th o  M a d ra s  B ra n c h  expresses h e re b y  its  

confidence in  M adam e B lay atsk y , n o tw ithstanding- th e  a tta c k



rocen tly  m ad e  npon h e r ; a n d  th e  S e c re ta ry  is d irected  to 
com m nnicate  tlie sam o to  h e r  a n d  to  th e  H e a d -Q u a rte rs  of 
th o  T heosophical S ociety .

1’. SitiiENivAsA Row, T. Suniu Row,
Secretary. President,

T O D A B E T T A  B R A N C H  T H E O S O P H IC A L  
S O C IE T Y  (O O T A C A M U N D ).

A t a  M eetin g  of tlie T o d a b e tta  T hcoso p h ical Socioty, a t 
O otacam und, on th e  5 th  of O ctober 1 8 8 4 , it  w as resolved 
th a t  th is  B ranch, n o tw ith s ta n d in g  th e  slan d ers  of tlio 
Christian College Magazine, h as fu ll confidence in  M adam e 
B la v a tsk y  a n d  desires th a t she m a y  be info rm ed  of tlie sam e.

T h is  B ra n c h  also d esires to record its  fu ll belief in  tlio 
M a i i a t m a s  n o tw ith s ta n d in g  th e  so-called  d isc lo su re s b ro u g h t 
fo rw ard  by th e  ex p elled  C oulom bs.

(S ig n e d )  H . R . M o r g a n ,
President.

(T r u e  E x tr a c t . )
T , G oi ' a u l  S i n g h ,

Asst. Secretary.

H IM A L A Y A N  E S O T E R IC  T H E O S O P H IC A L  S O C IE T Y .

( E x t r a c t .)

T hk m em bers hav e re a d  w ith  deep re g r e t th e  vile insinua­
tions, and  th e  sc u rrilo u s  d efam ato ry  a rtic le s  th a t  have 
ap peared  in  m an y  of th e  le a d in g  jo u rn a ls  of th e  d ay , w hich 
are  openly  h o stile  to  th e  cause of T heosophy. T h ey  recog­
n ise  in  th is persecu tio n  th e  o p era tio n  of o ccu lt law s w hich 
o b tain  a lik e  in  ev ery  d e p a rtm e n t of n a tu re , a n d  th ey  havo 
no d o u b t th a t u n d e r th e  ac tio n  of th e  self sam e law s, the 
e te rn a l tr u th s  of T heosophy w ill bo e stab lish ed  on a  firm er 
basis w hen th e  m is t of ca lu m n y  sh all have y ielded  to  the 

lig h t of ju stice .
T h o u g h  th ey  e n te r ta in  no fears as to th e  fu tu re  of Theoso­

p h y , th e  m em bers ta k e  th is  o p p o rtu n ity  of offering th e ir  
h e a rtfe lt sy m p a th y  to  th e  F o u n d e rs  o f th e  T heosophical 
Society and to M adam o lila v a tsk y  in  p a rtic u la r, io r  the 
annoyance to w hieh th ey  h av e been su b je c te d  b y  th o  vile 
m ach in atio n s of th e ir  avow ed o p p o n en ts ; b u t th e y  feel confi­
d e n t th a t  th e  law of Karma w ill a s s e rt itse lf, an d  th a t the 
F o u n d ers w ill com e off v ictorious from  th is  ordeal. T h o u g h t­
fu l m inds, th e y  are su re , w ill n o t be d e te rre d  b y  such  inci­
d e n ts  from  th c  p u rsu it of t r u th s  w h ich  th c  M asters a re  now, 
fo r th e  first tim e in  th e  h is to ry  of th c  w orld, p rep ared  to im ­
p a r t  th ro u g h  th o  in s tru m e n ta lity  of th e  T heosophical 
S ociety .

K uaiud  C h a n d r a  M u k e r j e e , 
S i m l a , thc Vth Oat. 1 8 8 4 . Honorary Secretary.

T H E  B H R IG U  K S H E T R A  T H E O S O P H IC A L  
S O C IE T Y  (J U B B U L P O R E ).

Telegram.
O u r  confidcnce in  M adam e B la v a ts k y  c a n n o t be sh ak en  hy 

th e  foolish a tta c k s  of th e  C oulom bs an d  th e ir  crew . Mahsit- 

jnas and O ccultism  a re  no n o v elty  w ith  us, a n d  we look npon 
m issio n ary  im positions w ith  co n tem p t.

A v i n a s h  C h a n d r a  R o s e ,
. J u b b u l p o r e , Oct. It), 1884. Secretary,

Blirigu Iishetra Theosophical Society.

P R O C E E D IN G S  O F  T H E  V E L L O R E  

T H E O S O P H IC A L  S O C IE T Y .

I .  W e fu lly  believe in  th e  existence  of th e  M ah atm as.

I I .  W e likew ise believe in  th e  p h en o m e n a -p ro d u c in g  pow­
ers of O ccu ltists .

I I I .  F ro m  th e  te s tim o n y  b o rn e by m en of h ig h  resp ectab ility  
in  re s p e c t to  th e  v ario u s p h en o m en a p ro d u ced  by M adam e 
B lav atsk y , w e have feelin g s of g re a t v e n e ra tio n  fo r h e r, and 
believe in  h e r  possessing su ch  o c c u lt p o w ers ; b u t now  th a t 
th e  genu in en ess of som e su ch  p h enom ena is called  in to  ques­
tio n , all th a t  w e c a n  say  on th e  su b je c t is w h a t can  be con­
clu d ed  from  a p eru sal of th e  p a p e rs  c o n c e rn in g  it, nam ely, 
th a t  th o  evidence ag ain st th e ir  g en u in e n e ss is u tte r ly  u n re ­
liable, b eing  th a t  of a d m itte d ly  d ish o n o rab le  persons, w hile 
th e  ovidence o n  th e  o th e r  side is th a t  of h ig h ly  respectable 
m en.

I V .  W e consider th a t  th e  h o n o r of o u r S o ciety  d em an d s an 
a u th o rita tiv e  re fu ta tio n  of th o  c h a rg e s  b ro u g h t b y  th e  

• Missionaries against our respected Founder’s character.

V. W e e a rn e s tly  beseech su ch  le g a l steps b eing  ta k e n  as 
m ay  be fo u n d  n ecessary .

A .  M a h a d e v a  A i y a r ,
Corresponding Secretary.

V e l l o r e ,
1 7 th October 1 8 8 4 .

P R O C E E D IN G S  O F T H E  MADURA BRA N CH  

T H E O S O P H IC A L  SO CIETY .

I.  T h e  m em bers of tho M adura Theosophical Society strongly  
disapprove of the recent publication, by the E ditor of the 
Christian College Magazine, of le tte rs  of the private charac­
te r  tliey pu rp o rt to be.

I I .  They th ink  th a t an unfair advantage, to say the least, has 
been taken by the said E d ito r of Mme. B lavatsky’s absence in 
Europe to publish th e  said letters,

I I I .  The said le tte rs ,e v e n  if genuine, will not affect the cause' 
of Theosophy, whose main object is to pursue tru th  and to 
expose all m anner of sham and humbug.

IV . The H in d u ’s faith  iu M ahatmas rests essentially on the 
im m em orial tradition  and philosophy of his rem ote ances­
tors, and not m erely on Mme. Blavatsky’s phenomena.

V. The u tterances of tho Christian College Magazine, and the 
other papers th a t echoed its sentim ents, betray, in the opi­
nion of the Branch, both a sad want of logic and an ignorance 
of the high standpoint of Theosophy, its aims and ends.

V I. The publication of the said letters ia not w arrauted hy 
sufficient grounds of public good or morality.

V II .  Such publication is referable to th a t misguided and often 
mischievous piety th a t has unfortunately been so frequently 
evinced by th e  C hristian  M issionaries iu India.

M a b u u a , 7
7th October 1884. J  V . Cooroosw A M T  I t e r ,

Secretary M. T. 8.

T H E  C H IT T O R E  T H E O SO PH IC A L  SO C IET Y .

“  R e s o l v e d , th a t  o u r re g a rd  an d  esteem  fo r  M adam e 

“ B la v a tsk y  a re  n o t in  th e  least sh ak en  by th e  C oulom bs’ 
“  s la n d e rs , an d  th a t  o u r  expression of sy m p a th y  be com - 
“ m u n ic a te d  to th c  F o u n d e rs . R esolved  also, th a t  o u r  fa ith  
“  in  T heo so p h y  w ill n ev er be shaken, as i t  re s ts  w holly  on th e  
“  rock  of T r u th .”

M r. N . S trc e n iv a sa  C h a ria r , F , T . S., was elected  V ice­

P re s id e n t of o u r  B ra n c h .
A, R a j u ,

Asst, Secretary,
C h i t t o r e , October 1 2 ,1 8 8 4 ,

GOOTY S A N S K R IT  SCH O O L A N D  T H E O S O P H IC A L  

SO CIETY .

W e feel glad to be able to say th at in addition to Rupees 100 
promised by M. R. Ry. T. R am achandara Row Garu, B. A., B. L., 
F . T. S.,' D istric t M unsif, Gooty, and President of Gooty 
S an sk rit School, M. R. Ry. P. Kesava Pillai A vergal, V ice­
P resid en t of Gooty Theosophical Society, and M. R. Ry. A. 
N unjundappa G aru, B. A., B. L., D istrict C ourt Pleader and a 
sy m pathiser of the Society, promised last week to donate, each, 
R upees 100 to the S an sk rit School.

*W o  seize this opportunity  todeclare publicly th a t the members 
of the Theosophical Society, and non-members here, are  carefully 
studying both sides of th e  present Theosophical controversy 
created by the piously devoted C hristian M issionaries ; th at we 
assnre you of our loyal adherence to M adam e B lavatsky and to 
Theosophy, of o ur confidence iu her veracity and uprightness 
and ability  and intelligence, and of our full conviction th a t the 
Coulombs maliciously and rapaciously found some mischiefjfor 
tho idly-busy M issionaries to do—for which they are ere long 
sure to  suffer by th a t Irretrievable Law of Justice.

B. P. N a r a s i m m i a h , B. A., 
Secretary of Gooty T. 8- and a Member

of tlie Executive Committee of 
G o o t y , ) the Gooty Sanskrit School,

ll i/ t  October 1884. J

A t  a m eeting of the Gooty Branch Theosophical Society held th is 
Sunday, 12th O ctober 1884, th e  following Resolution was carried 
unanim ously.

The Gooty B ranch resolves to  record th a t th e  recent attack 
on Madamo B lavatsky, by the interested  persoos, has not 
shaken th eir confidence in h er or in th e  stability of Theosophio 
tru th .

J .  SlBEEHIVASA Row,
President,



THE SE C U N D ER A B A D  T H E O S O P H IC A L  
SOCIETY'.

Proposed by Bro. K. Vijiarungum Naidu and seconded 
by Bro. I. M. Rajroonayakulu Naidu, and carried unani­
mously : that this Branch sinccrely sympathises with tho 
Founders of the Thcosophical Society for the unjust and 
cruel treatment they have just received at the hands of the 
eneinie of the Theosophical movement, and begs to assure 
them that our faith and trust in them and the Society in ge­
neral have not, in auy way, been shaken by the dastardly  
attacks made behind their backs iu the current number of the 
Christian College Magazine ; but that, on the contrary, Dr. 
Hartmann’s pamphlet has, in our opinion, exposed the Cou­
lombs and their confederates in their true colors, thereby 
dispelling all doubts, which a perusal of the articic in the 
said Magazine and the hasty and one-sided views of some 
of the journalists thereon, had temporarily conjured up in 
the minds of some of our members.

B i s z o n j i  A D H R jr ,
President,

C. V. L o g a n a d e n ,
Joint Secretary.

S e c o n d e r a u a p ,  'iOth September 1884.

T H E  D U R B H A N G A  T H E O S O P H IC A L  S O C IE T Y .

TlIE m em bers of o u r B ra n c h  have re a d  w ith  th e  g re a te s t 
c o n c e r n  th e  re c e n t so-called exposures of M adam e B lav atsk y  
au d  th e  collapse of K u th  H u m i, an d  I have been o rd ered  to 
co m m u n icate  to  y o u  th a t  th e ir  belief in th e  M ahatm as an d  
fa ith  in  M adam e B lav atsk y  h av e n o t been sh a k e n  in  th e  least.

K a l i p a d a  B a n d y o p a d h y a y .
S e c y D u r b h a n g a  Theosophical Society.

D u r b h a n g a , )
12th October 1884.)

PR OC EE DIN G S  OF T H E  PO O N A  B R A N C H  OF 

TH E  TH EO SO PH IC A L  SOCIETY.
P o o n a , 21s< September, 1884.

To
C o l . H . S. Or.corr,

President-Founder of the
Theosophical Society. "

D e a r  S i r  a n d  B r o t h e r , _
The Christian College Magazine, a sectarian journal of 

Madras, has, in its last number (published on the llth in­
stant), printed an article entitled the “ Collapse of Koot 
Hoomi,” and given in it several letters alleged to have been 
written by Madame Blavatsky to the Coulombs, who want 
to make out that they were her sole confederates in showing 
spurious phenomena ; yourself and all the rest being dupes, 
and having been cleverly deceived, all along, for the last 

nine years.
To those who have carefully read the alleged letters, aud 

who know something about tlie Founders and the affairs of 
tlie Theosophical Society, the absurdity of the concocted 
letters is quite apparent. Dr. F. Hartmann in his “ Report 
of Observations made during a nine months’ stay at the 
Head Quarters of the Theosophical Society,” has promi­
nently brought out several facts, as to how the Coulombs 
came to be expelled, how the plot that they were maturing was 
exploded, and how in chagrin and rovenge, they have put 
forward suspicious letters, which the missionaries of the 
“ Christian College Magazine” have been credulous enough 
to suppose to be genuine.

Dr. Hartmann deserves the thanks of our Society, for so 
ably and successfully drawing np a statement of facts, which 
caunot fail to show, to every impartial inquirer, the utter 
improbability of the allegations made by some of the mission­
aries and the Coulombs to ruin the reputation of one of tho 
respected Founders of our Society.

Two of us know full well all the particulars of Madame 
Blavatsky’s last visit to Poona; and the absurd letter that is 
made to hang upon a telegram, that was received by her at 
the time, simply deserves contempt. Madame Blavatsky 
never attempted even to place the telegram beforo (any ono 
at the time, much less tried to create auy impression upon 
any ono thereby.

It ia well known to many Theosophists, as well as to some 
ontsiders, that several persons have received letters in a mys­
terious way, principally from two of the adepts. Oue of 
these writes with red ink in a rough and rugged way, tha

other with blue pencil, in a beautiful and remarkafa/e hand. 
Both huud-writings are peculiar and unmistakable. Accord­
ing to the alleged letters of tlie Coulombs, Madame Blavat­
sky i.s supposed to write tlie red ink and blue pencil letters 
herself, but what would the doubters say if it were proved 
to them that letters in these same hand-writings have 
phenomenally been received by several, inside and outside the 
“ Shrine,” even when yourself and Madame Blavatsky have 
been in Europe and even sinee the Coulombs have been 
expelled ? Note again that Madame Blavatsky is supposed 
to have written, in Sanskrit, a letter as an answer, in anticipa­
tion to a Sanskrit letter that was to have been placed at the 
Shrine !

Now all of us are aware that Madame Blavatsky knows 
nothing of Sanskrit and cannot write the language, nor form 
the letters. We know that one of our Bombay members 
received in December last phenomenally a letter addressed to 
him written in the Mahrathi language, in the Modi charac­
ters. Are we to believe therefore that Madame Blavatsky 
kuows Mahrathi and could write in Modi, when she knows 
lioihiug of either ?

We shall content ourselves by noting but one instance— 
of which neither yourself nor Madame Blavatsky are aware—  
which will satisfactorily show that letters have mysteriously 
been answered,— in the absence of both of you— in the very 
same blue pencil handwriting that is falsely attributed to 
Madame Blavatsky.

M r. N a w ta m ra m  O o tam ram  T riv ed i (a  m em b er o f o u r 
B ranch S ociety , now  a t  S u r a t )  w e n t to  th e  H e a d ­
Q u a rte rs  a t  M ad ras sim ply  to  see a  few  frien d s. H e  ask ed  
b ro th e r D am o d ar to  show  h im  th e  “ S h rin e ,” b u t D am o d ar 
did  n o t a t  th a t  tim e accede to  his request. A fte r a  n ig h t’s  
re s t, i t  o c cu rred  to  h im  to  note dow n a few qu estio n s, au d  he 
w ro te  th e m  o n t on a  sh eet of w hite  foolscap w h ich  w as 
sim ply folded to  th e  size of a  fo u r th  p a r t  of a  sh e e t. H e  
w an ted  M r. D a m o d a r to  g e t th ese  q u estio n s answ ered , b u t 
M r. D am odar d id  n o t ta k e  an y  n o tice  of th em . A t ab o u t 
n o o n  he s a t a t  a tab le  w ith  M r. D am o d ar opposite to  him , 
an d  his le tte r , placed upon th e  table, w ith  only  his qu estio n s 
and n o th in g  else w ritte n  on th e  p aper. In  a  few , m inntes 
th e  p ap er d isap p eared , an d , a f te r  a  sh o rt w hile, a  le tte r , 
placed in  a n  envelope an d  ad d ressed  to M r. T rivedi, was 
found ly in g  on th e  floor. O n o p en in g  th e  envelope, th o  
foolscap sh e e t w ith  th e  q n estio n s w as found w ritte n  over in 
several places in b lu e  p en cil in  th e  ex cellen t h a n d w ritin g  of 
M a h a tm a  K . II . a n d  sigued  w ith  liis in itia ls . T h a t p a p e r 

is now before us.
Y ourself an d  M adam e B la v a tsk y  le ft Bom bay fo r E u ro p o  

on th e  2 1 s t of F e b ru a ry  last. The p henom enon m en tio n ed  
above h ap p en ed  on o r a b o u t th e  2 0 th  of M arch  last, by w hich 
tim e y ou  w ere in P a ris . T he sp u rio u s  le tte rs  of th o  

C oulom bs in s in u a te  th a t  M adam o B lav atsk y  used  to  g u e ss  
befo reh an d  w h a t an  in q u ire r  w ould  ask  and  used to  p re p a re  
answ ers acco rd in g ly , a n d  g e t th em  cleverly placed in  th e  
“ S h rin e ,” th ro u g h  th e  C oulom bs. B u t how  ab o n t th is  le tte r  
of M r. T riv ed i, w hich w as an sw ered  w hen M adam e B la v a tsk y  
was in  P a ris , an d  th e  a n sw e rs were w ritte n , n o t on a  
sep arate  piece of p aper, b u t  on th e  q u estio n  p ap er itse lf, a n d  

close to  each of th e  qu estio n s of T riv ed i ?
We would fain call the attention of all Theoso-’ 

phists and impartial enquirers to this fact and also 
to the authentic letter of Mine. Coulomb (published 
in Dr. Hartmann’s pamphlet) written by her on the very day, 
on which General Morgan saw at Adyar the saucer pheno­
menon. That letter shows that Mme. Coulomb was herself 
immensely surprised at seeing the phenomenon, while in one 
of the spurious letters it is insinuated that she and her hus­
band were instructed to show a false phenomenon to General 
Morgan by trickery.

We need not say more. W e have carefully examined tho 
purport of the alleged letters along with several facts within 
our knowledge, and we are thoroughly well satisfied that the 
alleged letters are not genuine. To put it in the mildest 
form, we might say that the missionaries of the “ Christian 
College Magazine” have been very indiscreet in publishing 
such suspicious letters behind the back of a highly respect­
ed lady, about whom they knew next to nothing.

We are extremely sorry to see this good, open-hearted and 
perfectly honorable lady maligned, during her absence 
irom this country, for which she along with yourself has so 
unselfishly been working ; giving up  everything to promote 
the moral, intellectual and spiritual welfare of the inhabit­
ants thereof. The cowardly attempt to misrepresent her



character to tho public, cannot however harm her except 
causing a little annoyance at the ungratefulness of the per­
sons, whom she had treated so kindly, and who sealed their 
own fate through their own misdeeds.

You will therofore on behalf of us (the undersigned 
members of the Poona Branch of the Theosophical Society) 
be so good as to convey to Madame Blavatsky the assurance 
of our unalterable respect, gratitude, and love for her irre­
proachable and high character and the truly unselfish nnd 
great work that she is trying to do for the welfare of this 
country. You will also inform her that we look with a 
feeling of contempt— engendered by the conviction of her 
innocence—upon the imbecile attempt to injure her character.

Y o u rs fra te rn a lly ,
(Signed)

N. D. Khandalvala, b .a . , l . i . . r. 
A . D. Ezekiel,
Laxman N. Joshi,
Cowasji Dossabhoy Davar, 
Rajana Linga,
P. Pallenji,
Manakji Kaikheshru,
Dhondo Balkrishna Sahasra- 

buddhe,
U alaji B ab aji G adbole,

Pandurang Janardan Pura­

nik,
Ballaji Khanderav Adhav, 
Gangaram Bhau,
Ganesh Krishna Garde, L. M.

&  s.,
Raghunath Ramchandra Go- 

kble,
(Sardar) Chintamanrao Vish- 

vanath Natu,
And others.

(True Copy.)
N. D. K i t a n d a l v a l a ,

Prest., Poona Branch Theosophical Society.

T H E  H Y D E R A B A D  T H E O S O P H IC A L  S O C IE T Y .

' To C o l o n e l  II. S. O l c o t t .

President-Founder, Theosophical Soceehj.
" D e a r  S i r  and B r o t h e r , —I t is w ith feelings of very g re a t re­

g re t th a t we have read the m ost unw arrantable slanderous article 
in the Christian College Magazine of last m onth conducted by 
iReverends : we have p u t before you as an hum ble m ark of firm 
belief and unshaken fidelity in you as a P resident and Founder 
of the undefeasible and uncontroverted Theosophical Society — 
such falsa allegations and m isstatem ents may affect the ignorant, 
th e  partial and the prejudiced, b u t we as b rethren  of the 
Society and th e  rest of th e  Societies who aro thoroughly in­
form ed of th e  real tru th  and benefit th a t has risen and will ever 
rise  more and moro as tim e passes on, are not in the least 
affected by sucli foolish, ig n o ran t aud biassed assertions ; on the 
contrary  we firmly believe and are convinced th a t such 
antagonistic proceedings will spring  np like bubbles only to 
b u rs t, and will affect the masses and give them  opportunities 
of enquiring into  th e  T ru th s  of Theosophy, which will become 
th e  means of spreading tru e  knowledge of them  and assist the 
cause th a t yonr goodself and M adame Blavatsky hove so 
nobly and charitably  u n d e rta k e n ; therefore we, as members, 
with the firm belief in th e  tru th s  we have learned, heartily 
sym pathize w ith the arduous labours of yourself and Madame 
B lavatsky and express the same. W e fu rth er beg to add that 
th e  Coulombs, together with the publishers of and w riters in the 
Christian College Magazine, th ro u g h  their prejudiced ignorance, 
lay so much stress on the occurrence of th e  phenom ena—which 
is tbe secondary effect of th e  actual knowledge of the occult 
science, although tho public, not being cognizant of the truths, 
may not be in a position to believe, notw ithstanding th a t the 
im partial seekers ot the T ru th  th ro u g h o u t the world have 
investigated th e  science for th eir own satisfaction, and will 
continne to do so with increased energy and  num bers, as time 
passes. Therefore onr hum ble request to yourself and Madame 
Blavatsky, and to nil good and pliilanthropbic associates in the 
cause, is to continue your labour with redoubled force and 
energy, increasing the brotherhood of man aud spreading the 
know ledge and general Fatherhood of God.

W ith  best wishes,

W e beg to su b scrih e  ourselves,

Yours fraternally,

D a r a h j e e ,

W . W. R .  N e m e s i s ,

R . B. V i c c a j i ,

M a n s a i i  A l i ,

BniMA.ii  R o w j e e ,

P .  B.u n g a n a y a k l u  N a i d o o , 

W a l a e t a l l t ,

H o n m u n t  R a o ,
G. R u g h o o n a t i i ,

' [Aud others.]

THE KATHIAWAR THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY.
At a meeting held here of tho members of the Kathiawar Branch of 

the Theosophical Socioty, the following propositions were laid beforo 
them and unanimously carried :—

1. That the scurrilous attempts made now in some quarters to vilify 
the character and integrity of the Founders of the Society, especially 
that of the esteemed Corresponding Secretary Madnme Blavatsky, has 
in no way affccted the confidence they have in herns a lady of eminent 
talents, integrity and honesty.

2. That her devotion to the cause of the Society continues and shall 
continue to be an object of profound admiration and respect to the 
members.

3. That the infamous attitude towards her of her enemies and'tho
ingratitude of their imbecile accomplices, tho Coulombs, dt jerve, the 
members think, tho severest condemnation at the hands of all right- 
thinking men, whether Theosophists or non.Theosophists. it

4. That their confidence in tho existence of the Adept Brothers, 
tho Mahatmas, is in no way shaken hy the publication of the alleged 
letters, and that they fully endorse, from the internal evidence itself, 
the theory of Dr. Hartmann that some of Madame Blavatsky’s letters 
have been copied out with interpolations that are meant to throw dis­
credit on tho high character and truthfulness of that esteemed Lady 
and to shake belief in tho Mahatmas.

5. That some of the members, notably Rawal Shri Harisingji Knp- 
singji, know Madamo Coulomb w ell; aod the various subterfuges, beforo 
she was expelled from the Society, she employed for the purposes of 
“ black mailing” were well known to them beforo the publication of 
the articles in the Christian College Magazine, so much so that the 
publication of the spurious letters has not taken the members of this 
Branch by surprise.

6. That letters from Guru Dcva K. H. have been mysteriously 
received by ltawal Shri Hurreesinghjee in the presence of, as well as in 
^he absence of, Madamo Blavatsky ; and tho members confidently believe 
that thero was no fraud or trick on tho part of that lady.

7. That the members cannot let this opportunity pass without re­
cording their hearty thanks to Dr. Hartmann for the able manner iu 
which he is repelling tho attacks of tho enemies of the Society in tho 
absence of the Foundors jand that a copy of these propositions be sent 
to the Head-Qnarters for record by tho Secretary.

(Signed) Harisingji RuPsiNGjr.
Vice-President, Kathiawar Branch Theosophical Society.

B h a u n a g a r ,  1 7 th October 1 8 8 4 .

(True copy)
J. N. Unvala, 

Secretary, Kathiawar Branch.

TINNEVELLY THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY.
Resolved,
I. Tliat this Branch is too firm in their belief in tho existence of tho 

Mahatmas, irrespective of any phenomena that may have taken place in 
the Adyar Shrine, to bo shaken by the malicious slanders of evil dis- 
posod persons;

II. That this Branch is of opinion that the Christian College Maga- 
zinc has not succeeded in disproving the truth of any one of the pheno­
mena that occurred at Adyar, not to mention the numerous ones which 
wore seen elsewhere and under totally difTcieut circumstanccs •

III. That this Branch deeply regrets the attack made on Madame 
Blavatsky by the Christian College Magazine, which has for its basis the 
ungrounded and slanderous statements of the expelled Coloumbs;

IV. That this Branch believes in the integrity and unBnllied charan. 
ter of Madame Blavatsky and sincerely sympathises with her for tho 
cruel treatment Bhe lias received at the hands ofthe enemies of this 
most useful movement—the Thcosophical Society ;

V. And that this Branch further hopes that tho rude attack mado 
on tru th  will in time strengthen and enable it to spread its roots 
firmer and deeper.

T. Vkdadrisadasa Moodeliar,
President.

T t N N E v r . L L Y ,  )  S .  U a m a g n a n d r a  S a s t k i ,  ‘
20th Octobur 1884. f

A Y O D H Y A  t h e o s o f h i c a l  s o c i e t y .

Unanimously resolved that—
This Branch has road with due aud merited contempt and 

disregard certain slanderous writings, published under the 
auspices of the Madras Missionaries, against Madame Blavat­
sky and the Theosophical movement.

This Branch believes with unswerving faith in the exist­
ence of our Revered. Masters, as well as the unimpeachable 
character, disinterested motives and kindly disposition of Ma­
dame Blavatsky. It also believes in the sincerity, benevolent 
and philanthropise motives of the President-Founder Colo­
nel Olcott.

It further looks upon the alleged correspondence between 
the Coulombs and Madame Blavatsky, published by the 
Christ ian College Magazine, as spurious and false, inas­
much as the contents thereof are inconsistent and the com­
position unlike that of the author of “ Isis”.

It communicates its grateful and heartfelt thanks to l)r. 
Hartmann for his prompt and crushing reply to the allega­
tions of these “ enemiea of man.”



In  conclusion i t  assures th e  P re s id e n t-F o u n d e r, M adam e 
B lavatsjcy an d  all concerned th a t  th is  B ra n c h  h a s  confi­
dence in  th e  F o u n d ers and P ro m o te rs  of T heosophy, a n d  re ­
cords an d  a tte s ts  these few lines in  testim o n y  th e ro f.

(S ig n e d .) C h a n d k a  M o h a n  M u k e r j i .
( „  )  R u s i k  L a l  B a n e r j i .
(  „  )  J o k h o o  R a m .
(  ,.  ) K a n h y a  L a l  S d k h y a .
(  „  )  L a l  G o p a l  M d k e RJ i .
(  „  )  B i p i n  B i h a r i  D d t t , b . l .
( „  )  B i p i n  B i h a r i  B a n e e j i , m . a .

(A n d  o th e rs ).

(T ru e  copy.)

B i p i n  B .  B a n e r j i ,
Secretary 

Ayodhya Theosophical Society.

F y z a b a d ,  the 16th October 1 8 8 4 .

B E L L A R Y  T H E O S O P H IC A L  SO C IET Y .

As, owing to pressure of public business, Mr. C. E . Rangnna- 
dha M udlyar has resigned the Secretaryship of the B ranch, Mr.
V. Soobroya M udlyar has been elected Secretary instead.

V E L L O R E  T H E O SO PH IC A L  SO C IET Y .

A t a  m eeting of our Society held las t month, Mr. A. M ahadeva 
A iyar was elected th e  Corresponding Secretary and M r. V. 
S ubrahm anya S astriar the V ice-President.

A S ansk rit School was started  by this Branch Society for the 
benefit of th e  m em bers of the Society and o ther gentlem en in 
the town,

A. N a b a i n s a w m y ,
11th October 1884. 'President.

A  T H E O S O P H IC A L  V A ID IK  H O S P IT A L .

I n th e  V a id ik  H ospital opened a t  L ucknow  by th e  Satya 
Marga Theosophical Society, th e  to ta l n u m b e r of patien ts, 
tr e a te d  d u rin g  th e  m onth of A u g u s t 18 8 4, w as 6 2 3 , of w hom  
4 9 9  w ere H in d u s, 118  M ahom e4ans, an d  6 C h ristian s.

L u c k n o w ,  ) J w a l a  P r a s a d a  S a n k h a d h a r ,  
l l i / t  October 1 8 8 4 . J Secy., Satya Marga Theo. Socy.

T H E  A D H I B H O U T IC  B H R A T R I T H E O S O P H IC A L  
S O C IE T Y  (B E R H A M P O R E ).

A t  a m eetin g  of the A d h i B ho u tic  B h ra tr i T hcosophical 
S ociety, B erh am p o re , on th e  1 8 th  in s ta n t, in  th e  G ra n t H all 
a t  7 P. M., th e  follow ing resolutions w ere u n an im o u sly  passed.

T h a t th e  M ah atm as exist, is a tan g ib le  fact, an d  a  m a tte r  
of k n ow ledge. N o arg u m en t, no criticism , no slandering, no 
w ick ed  w iles, how ever in genious, can undo th e  conviction. 
E v e ry  sincere  w o rk er in  th e  field of T heosophy is w atched, 
p ro te c te d , tr ie d  and aided  in  h is th o u g h ts  an d  actions by 
th em . T he b e lie f of o u r B ra n c h , therefo re , in  th e  M ahatm as, 
is founded  upon th e  rock of t r u th  an d  c a n n o t be sh ak en  by 
an y  a g ita tio n  o r sensation  created  by th e  b ig o ted  sectarian  

P ad rces.

2. T h a t a lth o u g h  m uch has been said  in  vile rev en g efu l 

s p irit  a g a in s t M adam e H . P . B la v a tsk y , w hose h ig h ly  u n ­
selfish an d  m ag n an im o u s lab o u rs of love a re  too conspicuous 
to  need an y  m ention, an d  a lth o u g h  a ll th a t  could be m ade 
use of to  in ju re  h e r  c h a ra c te r iu th e  estim atio n  of th e  public  
w as n o t le ft u n trie d  by th e  enem ies o f T heosophy, y et we 

hold  as every rig h t-m in d e d  dispassionate m an  w ould, th a t  to  
conclude h e r to  be an  im p o ster in h e r back  upon th e  sole 
te s tim o n j of tw o notorious tra ito rs , and to  p u t im p lic it fa ith  
upon th e ir  so called  “ te rrib le  disclosures ” as G ospel re v e la ­
tio n s, is really  sham efu l to  such  as profess th e m se lv e s to  be 
C h ris tia n s. W e h ad  am ple o p p o rtu n ity  of know ing M adam e 
B lav atsk y  an d  b e tte r  th a n  an y  outsid ers, a n d  we confidently 
assert th a t she is fa r above th e  m ark  h in te d  a t by h e r u n sc ru ­
pulous revilers. She is th e  object of o n r h ig h e s t re g a rd  
a n d  she enjoys now , as h eretofore, o u r fu ll confidence. W e 
w ould esteem  i t  a  g re a t fav o u r if  you w ill k in d ly  com m uni­
c a te  to  h er o u r view s ; an d  i t  is m a tte r  of no less re jo icin g  
for us to  learn  th a t  am id st a ll th e  how l a n d  c ry  th a t  h as 
been ra ised  ag a in s t her she holds h e r peace u n d is tu rb e d .

D i n a  N a t h  G a n g o o l y ,
President Pro, tem.

T H E  K R IS H N A  T H E O S O P H IC A L  S O C IE T Y , 
(G U N T U R .)

T h e  so-called exposure of th e  occult phenom ena a n d  th e  
silly  m a n n e r in w h ich  th e  reckless ed ito r of th e  Madras Chris­
tian College Magazine a tte m p ts  to  su lly  th e  irre p ro a c h a b le  
c h a ra c te r of M adam e B lav atsk y , dem ands th a t every b ra n c h  
of the Theosophical Society should  express its serious d en u n cia­
tion of th e  scu rrilo u s Blanders. T he m issionary  editor h as w oe­
fu lly  m iscalcu lated  th e  n a tu re , th e  aim s an d  th e  solid fo u n d a ­
tion of Theosophy, as well as th e  s te rlin g  w orth, th e  ex alted  
c h aracter a n d  th e  u n im peachable in te g rity  of M adam e 
B lavatsky, else he had n o t m ade such a desperate  on-set on 
honorable nam es. H is  sectarian  zeal to  overthrow  a form id­
able and  u n co n q u erab le  foe seem s to have sad ly  b linded  hia 
ju d g m en t. W e perso n ally  know  M adam e B lav atsk y  th ro u g h  
th e  P re s id e n t of o u r B ran ch  who a tte n d e d  th e  m eetin g  co n ­
vened fo r th e  pu rp o se  of expelling  th e  C oulom bs, we hav e 
come to know  so m eth in g  of th e  c h aracter of th e  C oulom bs. 

Several of us have w itnessed phenom ena w hile Coulom bs w ere  
fa r  aw ay. W e h av e seen w ritin g s  of th e  M ahatm as occultly  
im pressed in  th e  body of le tte rs  d u rin g  th e ir  tra n sm is­
sion by post. One can n o t fail to see from  th e  various Theoso­
phical p u b licatio n s th a t ,  in  n u m ero u s cases, long com m unica­
tions, e lab o rate  discussions on su b jects of philosophy an d  
science, le tte rs  of an  en tire ly  p riv a te  ch aracter re fe rrin g  to  
one’s own p riv a te  experiences in  life know n only to th e  in d i­
vidual concerned, have been received from  th e  M ah atm as in  
th e  d ifferen t p a rts  of th e  co u n try  w ritte n  in  d ifferen t 
languages, w hile  M adam e B lav atsk y  an d  th e  Coulom bs w ere 
a  th o u s a n d  m iles aw ay. To say  th a t  all th is  w as done by 
M adam e B la v a tsk y  is to  d ec la re  th a t  she is o m niscient a n d  
om nipresent. To suppose th a t  th o u san d s o f m en of all shades 
a n d  creeds all the w orld  over, sc ien tists an d  p h ilo so p h ers, 
m en of ra re  a b ility  a n d  in te lle c t of th e  h ig h e s t o rd e r have 
become T heosophists an d  believers in  the existence of tho 
M ah atm as, on th e  m ere s tre n g th  of a  few  co n ju rin g  tr ic k s  
an d  ju g g le ry  feats p erfo rm ed  in  some co rn er of an A d y a r o r 
a S im la, is sim ply in san e  to  say th e  le a s t of it .  T he very  m o­
m en t th a t  w e w en t th ro u g h  th e  a rtic le  in  th e  Christian 
Magazine, th e  im pression  forced  itse lf  u p o n  us th a t  th e  le tte rs  
p ublished  th e re in  alleg ed  to  be M adam e B la v a tsk y ’s could  
h ard ly  be a n y th in g  b u t fo rg ery . I t  is im possible th ey  
could be o th erw ise . T h a t  th is  is th e  opinion n o t only 
of all th e  T h eosophists b u t also of every  im p artia l r ig h t-  
th in k in g  m an, is th e  sincere co nviction  of th e  K rish n a  

B ranch.

M . S i n g a r a v e l u ,
President.

J .  PURNAYYA,
Secretary.

P R O C E E D IN G S  O F  T H E  R A P H Y R  H A R M O N Y  
T H E O S O P H IC A L  S O C IE T Y  (B E A U L E A H .)  

R esolved :

“ T h a t th e  c h a rg e s , b ro u g h t a g a in s t M adam e B lav atsk y  
and o th e rs  conn ected  w ith  th e  T heosophical Society, h av e not 
shaken o u r b e lie f.”

SitEESii  C h u n d e r  K ay ,
Secretary.

T H E  G H A Z IP U R  T H E O S O P H IC A L  S O C IE T Y .

I am  d ire c te d  by th e  m em bers of th e  G h azip u r B ran ch  
T heosophical Socioty to  in fo rm  you th a t we do n o t believe 
the im p u ta tio n s  m ade b y  M adam o Coulom b as p u b lish ed  in 
th e  Christian College Magazine an d  q u o ted  by o th e r  jo u r­
nals. O u r  confidence in  M adam e B lav atsk y  an d  o nr belief 
in  th e  M ah atm as h as n o t a t  a ll been sh ak en  by th e  Bpurioua 
artic le s  a n d  le tte rs  p u b lish e d  in  various jo u rn als  to  “ blow 
u p ” tlie  above. I  beg also to in fo rm  yo u  th a t  th ere  are  m any 

respectable g e n tle m e n  h e re  w ho a re  n o t T heosophists, a n d  
w ho jo ined  in  th e  g e n e ra l la u g h te r  w hen th e  slan d ers first 
appeared, now  feel convinccd th a t th e  slanderous publicatio n s 
w ere m ade p u ro ly  o u t of sp ite ,—-thanks to  the p am p h le t of 
D r. H a rtm a n n . W o feel confident th a t th is ag ita tio n  w ill 
u ltim a te ly  re s u lt in  th c  good of th e  Theosophical m ovem ent.

G h a z i p u k , }
The 18th October 1884.) K e d a r  N a t h  C h a t t e b j i .



“ T H E  S E C R E T  D O C T R I N E , ”
. A NEW  VERSION O F '“ ISIS U N V EILED ,”

. WITH A NEW ARRANGEMENT OF THE MATTER, LARGE AND IMPORTANT 

ADDITIONS, AND COPIOUS NOTES AND COMMENTARIES,
BY .

H. P. BLAVATSKY,

Corresponding Secretary of the Theosophical Society.

ASSISTED BY 

T. S U B B A  R O W  G A R U , b. a ., b. l . ,  f .  t .  s .,

Councillor of the Theosophical Society and President of its Madras Branch.

PU B L ISH ER ’S NOTICE.

N u m ero u s  and urgent requests have come from all 

parts of India, to adopt some plan for bringing the matter 

contained in “ Isis Unveiled,”  within the reach of those 

who could not afford to purchase so expensive a work 

at one time. On the other hand, many, finding the out­
lines of the doctrine given too hazy, clamoured for 

“ more light,” and necessarily misunderstanding the 
teaching, have erroneously supposed it to be contradictory 

to later revelations, which in not a few cases, have 

been entirely misconceived. The author, therefore, un­

der the advice of friends, proposes to issue the work in 

abetter and clearer form,.in monthly parts. All, that is 

important in “  Isis” for a thorough comprehension of the 
occult and other philosophical subjects treated of, will be 

retained, but with such a rearrangement of the text as 

to group together aa closely as possible the materials 

relating to any given subject. Thus -will be avoided 

needless repetitions, arid the scattering of materials of a 

cognate character throughout the two volumes. Much 

additional information upon occult subjects, which it 

was not desirable to put before the public at the first 
appearance of the work, but for which the way has been 
prepared by the intervening eight years, and especially 

by the publication of “ The Occult World” and “  Esoteric 
Buddhism” and other Theosophical works, will npw be 
given. Hints will also be found throwing light on many 
of the hitherto misunderstood teachings found in the said 

works. A  complete Index and a Table of Contents 

will be compiled. It is intended that ench Part shall 

comprise seventy-seven pnges in Royal 8vo. (or twenty- 

five pages more than every 24th part of the original 

work,) to be printed on good paper and in clear type, and 

be completed in about two years. The rates of subscrip­

tion to be as follow :—
Foreign 

Indian. countries.
£  5 . ’

If paid Monthly ... Rs. 1 4 0 0 3

„  „  Quarterly ... „  3 0 0 0 8

„  „  Half yearly... „  6 0 0 0 16

„ „  Yearly ... „ 10 0 0 1 7

Subscriptions payable invariably in advance, and no 

name entered on the list nor Part forwarded until the 

money is in hand. All applications to be made and sums 
remitted to the “ Manager, Secret Doctrine, Adyar 
(Madras), India;” at which office money orders must be 
made payable and always in his favour. Should nothing 

unforeseen happen, and when a sufficient number of 

subscribers have been registered, the publication will be 

commenced. .

R ep o rt of O bservations made d u rin g  a  Jiiue M onths’ Stay 
n t tlie H eiuM Jiiartcrs of th e  Thoosophical S ociety a t  Adyar 
(M adras) In d ia;  by F. Hartmann, M., D., I \  T-. S. (An American 

nddhiat). Price fir e annaa per copy, inclusive of Indian postage.

REPORT OF THE EIGHTH ANNIVERSARY
OP THE

T H E O S O P H I C A L  S O C I E T Y .

AT which were present Delegates ftom Branches in America, 
England, Ceylon aud all parts of India from North to Sooth anti 

East to West.
Price four annas per copy; postage and packing charges 

India, one anna; Ceylon, three annas; all other Foreign coun­
tries, four annas. .

Apply, with remittance, to the Manager of the T n E 0 S t> r n ! S T ,  Adijnr, 
(Madras),

'WBf&ktg/'
(Fourth and Enlarged Edition.)

BY
A . P. S IN N E T T ,

(.Author of “ Esoteric Buddhism.”)
Cloth, Rs- 3 8 0.

APPLY TO TIIE MANAGEll, “ TIIEOSOPIIISr” OFFICE.

ME S S R S . N IC H O L A S  a n d  Co. h a v e  m ade a  sp len d id  
p h o to g ra p h  of a  g ro u p  com prising e ig h ty -th re e  D ele­

g ates a tte n d in g  th o  E ig h th  A n niversary  c e le b ra tio n  of th e  
T heosophical S ociety , to g e th e r w ith a  view  of th e  portico  of 
th e  A d y a r H e a d -q u a rte rs  B uilding. E v e ry  p o r tra it  is excel­
len t. Copies m ay  be h a d  a t Bs. 2 - 8  ( 6s .) each, inclusive of 
pack in g  an d  postage. F ellow s of th e  T heosophical S ociety 
m ay also o b ta in  cab in e t size photos of M adam e B lav atsk y , 
Colonel O lcott an d  a  g ro u p  consisting of M adam e B lav atsk y , 
M essrs. S tibba R ow  a n d  D h a rb a g iri N a th  a t  fis. 1 - 1 2  (4 .j,) per 
copy, inclusive of p a c k in g  a n d  postage.

A p p l y  t o  t h e  M a n a g e r  o f  t h e  Theosophist.

TH E  108  U P A N IS H A D S  in  original S a n sk rit ( in  T elugu  
c h a ra c te rs ) w ith  an  a b stra c t of th e  sam e by S id d h a n ta  

S u b ram an ia  S a stria l, to g e th e r w ith M ahavakia R atn av ali, 
B ra h m a  S u tra s , and  a  sh o rt ab strac t of th e  P hilosophy e x ­
pounded th e re in  an d  B h a g a v a t G ita — ed ited  by S id d h a n ta  
S u b ram an ia  S astria l. P rice  Ils. 8-6 per copy, in clu d in g  postage.

A p p ly  to th e  M anager, T heosophist Office, A dyar, M ad ias.
or

S . S u b ram an ia  S astria l, K anarese P a n d it, P residency 
College, K rish n a m a  N a id u ’s A graharam , B lack Town, or to 
M u lu k u tla  V e n k a ta p p ia h , 170, M int S tre e t, M adras. .

(CHEAP EDITION—PRICE RUPEES TWO.)

THE publisher gives notice that only fifty-two copies of this boolc, 
wherein Col. Olcott gives an account of his wonderfnl experiments 

in spiritualistic phenomena—now remain in stock. After those are 
exhausted, no more copies can be had, as the work will then be ont of 
print. 1

a  fTlRANSLATION (in English) of Isavanyopanifhad including its 
J. commentary by Srimat Sankarfi Charya; price five annas, inclu­

sive o/ postage. Apply to the Manager, Theosophist Office.


