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THERE IS NO RELIGION HIGHER THAN TRUTH.

[Family motto of the Maharajahs of Benares.)

SPECIAL NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS,

Adverting to articles and correspondence
destined for the pages of the TurosorHIST, we
would call the attention of intending contri-
butors to the following instructions :—

(I.) No anonymous documents will be accepted for insertion,
even though they may be signed * A Theosophist.”

(I1) Any contributor not desiring his name to be made pub-
Lic, should give the necessary intimation to the Editor when for-
warding his contribution.

(I11) Contributors are requested to forward their articles,
in the early part of the month, so as to allow the Liditor plenty
of time for correction and disposal in the pages of the Turoso-
PHIST, ’

(IV.) All correspondence to be written on one side of the
paper only, leaving clear spaces between lines and a wide margin,

The Bditors discluim responsibility for opinions expressed by
contributors in their articles, with some of which they agree, with
others mot.  Great latituds is allowed to correspondents, and
they alone are accountable for what they write. The journal is
offered as a wvelicle for the wide dissemination of facts and
opinions connccted with the Asiatic religions, philosoplies and
sciences, All who have anything worth telling are made welcome

and not interfered with. Dejected MSS. are not returned.

OLD AND NEW METHODS.

So much information relating to the highest science
of Nature haslately been given out to the world through
those columns, that it is worth while at this stage of the
proceedings to call the reader’s attention to the way in
which new methods of dealing with spiritual truths
illuminate the old methods adopted by occulf writers of
a former date, It will grow more and more apparent
to students of occult philosophy as time goes om, that
the explanations now in process of development were all
foreshadowed by mystic writers of the earlier school.
Books that have hitherto irritated impatient readers by
their almast hapeless obscurity, will already have grown
intelligible to a considerable extent, and many of the

riddles they still present to the student will probably be
interpreted as time goes on. In this elucidation of
old standing enigmas there is a double interest for all
seriousinvestigators of Nature. Firstly, the occult writings
of the obscure school gather fresh importance in modern
estimation as it is thus domonstrated that their obscurity
of style is not,—as unsympathetic critics may often have
been inclined to think,—a mere cover for obscurity of
thought; secondly, the recent teachings of which the
Theosophical Society and these pages have been the
channel, will be invested with all the more authority in
the eyes even of comparatively apathetic recipients as
it grows evident that they were familiar long ago to
advanced students of the mystic era.

The science in fact which is now being given out to
the world in clearly intelligible language for the first
time has been in possession of the elect few from time
immemorial. Never mind, for the moment, why that
science has hitherto been jealously hidden from mankind
at large. There are plenty of reasons forthcoming m
justification of that reticence really, and it may not be
unreasonable to suggest that the world at large, to
which the elements of occult doctrine are now received
as something new and strange, almost too wonderful for
belief, should give credit to the exceptionally gifted
persons who have fathomed these mysteries and many
more besides, for having had some motives for the
policy they have pursued, whicli every body may not yet
be in a position to understand. DBut this is another
branch of the subject : the justification of Nature’s most
advanced explorers, in regard to the precautions they
have hitherto taken in reporting their discoveries, may be
remitted to a future pertod. What we are concerned to
show for the present is, that though purposely veiled and
expressed in language which ordinary readers were not
expected to understand, the science in which all who
wish to learn may now be tanght very freely was long
ago recorded in books to which we may now appeal for
the retrospective confirmation of the explanations now
given,

Any one who will read Eliphas Levi’s writings after
thoroughly assimilating the ideas that havo been expound-
ed in our “ Fragments,” will find for himself abundant
illustrations of the coincidences to which we vefer;
the obscure language at once breaking out into signi-
ficance by the light of the clear explanations given
nnder the new method; and Mr. Hargrave Jennings’
“ Rosicrucians” will in the same way be invested with
new significance for readers who take it up with per-
ceptions sharpened by recent study of that science,
which, if the new method is persevered with long enough,
will hardly any longer deserve to be called “ mysticism.”
But for the purpose of these remarks, their purport may
best be illustrated by reference to a passage in a later
work which will ultimately be seen, when it comes to be
fully understood, to have bridged over the chasm be-
tween the old and new methods, viz, ¢ Isis Unveiled.”
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If the readpr will turn to page 455 of the second
volume he will find the following passage in cxposition
of ““ Hindu ideas of cosmogony.”

Be it remombored—1, that the universe is not a spontancous creation,
but an evolution from pre-existent matter ; 2, that it is only one of an
endless series of universes; 3, that eternity is pointed off into grand
cycles, in each of which twelve transformations of our world occur,
following its partinl destruction by fire and water alternately. So that
when o new minor period sets in, the earth is so changed even geologi-
cally as to be practically a new world ; 4, that of thesc twelve trans-
formations, the carth after each of the first six is grosser, and everything
on it,—man included,—~more materinl, than after the preceding one :
while after each of the remaining six the contrary is truc, both earth and
man growing more and more refined and spiritnal with each terrestrinl
chango; 5, that when the apex of the cycle is reached, a gradual disso-
lution takes place, and every living and objective form is destruyed.
But when that poiut is reached humanity has becomo fitted to live sub-
jectively ns well as objectively. And not humanity alome, but also
animals, plants and cvery atom, After a time of rest, say the Bud-
dhists, when o new world becomes self-formed, the astral souls of
animals and of all beings, cxeept such as have reanched the highest
Nirvana, will return on earth again to end their cycles of transforma-
tions and become men in their turn.

Who can have read the recent ¢ Fragments” without
being in a position to see that this passage contaius a
briet exposé of the doctrine there elaborated with much
greater amplitude. It really contains allusions to a
great deal that has not yet been elaborated in the ““Frag-
meunts ;”’ for the return ““ to earth”’,—and to the chain
of worlds of which the earth is one, of the astral souls that
have not in the preceding manwantara attained the high-
est Nirvana, has to do with the destinies of individualities
(as distinguished from personalities) that are not launched
on the main stream of evolution with which the recent
essays on the Kvolution of Man have been concerned. And
the Iragments have not yet dwelt at any length on the
vast phenomenon of Solar ““ manwantaras” and ¢ pralayas”
as distinguished from those of theseptenary chain of worlds
to which our earth belongs. The sun, wluchis the centre
of our system, is the centre of othier systems too, and a time
comes when all these systems go into pralaya together.
Therefore the period of activity between two periods of rest
which 1s a maha or great cycle for one world ounly, is a
minor cycle for the solar system. This leads to a super-

ticial confusion of language somnctimes in occult writing,
which, however, embodies no confusion of thought and
never nced for an instant embarrass a reader who re-
members the constant similitudes and resemblances con-
necting microcosms and macrocosms. Again, the reader
of the Fragments will be puazled at the reference in the
passage cited above to the twelve transformations of the
planet. Twelve transformations will not at first seem to
fit into the septenary divisions to which students of
occultisin under the new method have been accustomed.
But the explanation simply is that the new method is
very frank and outspoken about a good many points on
which the old system has been very reserved and myste-
rious. The seventh form of all things has been regardoed
by the older school of occult writers as too sacred to be
written about. A hundred and one quotations might easily
be put together to show how profoundly they were im-
pressed with the septenary idea, and what enormous im-
portance they attributed to the number 7 in all its bear-
ings. These quotations would serve, on the principle we
are now pointing out, as foreshadowing the explanation of
the Fragments on the seven-fold constitution of man, the
world, the system of whicl: it is a part and the system of
which that is a part again. But just as the 7th principle in
inan has been passed over silently by some occult writers
wlo have referred to only six, so the twelve transforma-
tions are the exoteric equivalent of fourteen.¥ And those

- * Thus, in esoteric Buddhism the seven kinds of Wisdom (Bodh-anga)
urc often referred to as six ; the seven qualities or propertios of living
bodies also as six ; while of the seven states of matter the esoteric doc-
trine says that “ strictly speaking there are only siz states,” sinco the
7th state is tho sum total, the condition or aspect of all the other states.
When speaking of the “ six glories” that “ glitter on the incomparable
person of Buddha,” the Book of Kiu-te explains that only siz are to be
mentioned, as the student (Yu-po-sahk) has to bear in mind that the
seventh glory can by no means ¢ glitter” since “ it is the glittering
itself.” This latter cxplanation is sufficient to throw light on all.—Ed,
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transformations again, may be taken to refer either o the
cataclysms which intervene betwecen the evolution of
the great root-races of earth in the course of one Round
period, or to the Rounds themselves and their intervening
“ Obscurations.” Here we come upon the micro-macro.
cosmic principle again. But we are mot concerned at
present with the anticipation of future teachings or the
repetition of those which have been already given out :
merely with the interesting way in which any one who
chooses may go back, eitherto the i‘e]atively obscure
expositions of Isis Unwveiled or the more obscure disserta-
tions of earlier occult works, and trace the identities of
the Great Doctrine,—which the Theosophical Society,
faithful to the promise of its triple programme, is engaged
in bringing to light.

—_——
A FLATTERING NOTICE.

[Tne following is an extract from the “ Administration
Report of the Bombay Government for 1881.82" upon
* Books published,” and will interest our readers.—Id.]

“The native mind is still profoundly affected by the
Veds and the Purans, and draws its religion and philoso-
ply, its poetry and even its dramatic conceptions, from
these fertile and imaginative sources; and the only
English periodical which appears to enjoy an extensive
circulation among natives is the “ Théosophist,” which
deals in Mesmerism and Spiritualism. No book on such
practical subjects as travels and voyages or politics las
been published, although the Sarvajanik Sabha continues
to interest itself in questions of administrative reform.
There are a few publications in history and biography
relating to ancient times; and in fiction while the
Marathi work which has been successfnl treats of the
rascalities of a corrupt Sheristadar to a Collector, the
(Fuzerathi works which have attracted most attention
have been satirical stories upon the manners and extra-
vagances of reformed Parsis. ‘Romco and Juliet’ has
been translated into Kanarese. Itis also noticeable that
the Guzerathis have been for some time past increasing
the number of their publications, and have now clearly
passed the Marathas and also support three times the
number of periodicals.”

——
+ TIHHEOSOPITY AND MIRACLES.*
By Giuserr Kruior, HEsq.

Ixn the Nineteenth Century of November, below an
article headed Modern Miracles, signed by Richard F.
Clarke, 8. J., there is a note to the effect that a Protes-
tant lawyer, recently at Rome, doubting concerning the
character of an inquiry into miracles attributed to a saint
proposed for canonisation, had submitted to him by one
of the examining Cardinals a set of papers containing
some of the evidence on which the claim rested, with a
request for a quast legal opinion of their value as proof.
In a few days the papers were returned with the remark
that if -any evidence could prove a miracle that con-
tained in the documents was suflicient. “ All that evi-
dence, caro mio,” was the Cardinal’s reply, “ we have
rejected as inconclusive !”” But the note admits that a
part only of the evidence adduced was submitted to the
lawyer, which, of itself, was in his opinion proof of the
miracles. 'T'he note is silent about the evidence on which
the Cardinals rejected the claim. The main difficulty in
the way of ascertaining the truth about so-called miracles
is not lack of evidence ; the cases are generally presented
with attested facts that would prove the miracle, if it
were not- for othor facts not adduced, which prove that
the attested circumstances are explainable so as to show
the real nature of the extraordinary occurrence. Thus,

* The Leader. Only original portions are given from this article
since our snbscribers are well acquainted with the facts cited.—Ed.
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the evidence which Mr. Clarke offers in his article
“ Modern Miracles,” establishes the truth of the very
wonderful cures of diseases at Liourdes which no known
modical treatment can cure. The facts canuot be fairly
denied. So far Mr. Clarke is perfectly right. DBut he
is hopelessly wrong in his deductions from the facts. He
says :—‘ Our witnesses are not the uneducated and the
unlearned, bnt skilled witnesses ; we do not dig up our
testimony from the records of an uncritical age, but we
bring them out into the full light of this nineteenth cen-
tury, and we challenge onr opponents to adduce any rea-
sonable hypothesis which they can pretend, with any
show of truth, to substitute for our explanation of the
phenomena. They cannot deny the facts. They can if
they choose, talk about some yet undiscovered law of
nature, but the said law is one which will simply be a
complete reversal of all human experience from the be-
ginning until now. The very supposition of such a law
is an sult to the intelligence of their hearers, Who
ever heard of an undiscovered law upsetting and destroy-
ing laws tested by the uniform experience of agos t”

Now what do these conclusions amount to, but that the
preteutious infallibility of the Church of Rome so satu-
rates the minds of the votaries that even a skilful Jesuit,
offering good reason with one hand, cannot vresist the
habit of lis mind to give with the other hand such dole
of the knowledge of to-day as his Church permits. Roman
Catholicism has never had, .and never will have, the
“ lucidity” which is so sweet in Mr. Matthew Arnold’s
nostrils.  She knows too well that to be abreast of the
science of her day would be to stand by her grave.  Mr.
Clarke asks, who ever heard of an undiscovered law np-
sotting and destroying laws tested by the uniform experi-
ence of ages? A direct answer to him is, the Roman
Catholic Church. That the earth is a sphere rotating on
its axis round the sun was, as Galileo and Giordano
Bruuo’s lives attest, once a discovery held by thg Church
of Rome to be false, because it upset and destroyed laws
tested by the uniform egperience of ages. All the
clnrches, all sorts of Conservatism, meet great disco-
veries in this fashion. And when the establishment of
some great law of Nature is manifest, by way towards
equipoise they say, we knew it.

I may now accept Mr. Clarke’s challenge to adduce a
reasonable hypothesis to account naturally for the phe-
nomena at Lonrdes, which, ho says, occur ¢ through
this spring, sanctificd as it is by tho presence of God’s
Immaculate Mother. His supernatural power is mani-
festing itsclf to the world.” My hypothesis is this. T
will not say there is not supernatural power. But I assert
that the limits of natural power are certainly as yet un-
known by man, and are probably unkunowable by the
linman mind. Concerning the phenomena at Lourdes,
and similar occurrences elsewhere at many places, and
at all times of the carth’s history, I hopo to show that
they are invariably the effect of natural causes, which,
though knowu of but misunderstood by the Clhurch of
Rome, are mnuch better apprehended by a body of men
in whose custody has been reposed for several thousand
years before Roman Catholicism existed, at least so much
of knowledge as can assign the phenomena to their real
canses. ¥ Here I will state that these men would use the
word miracle, meaning something wouderful, not some-
thing beyond or above nature, wlich is the meaning
the word is used to express now that wrong notions,

* Last year, during Col. Olcott’s tour at Coylon, an attompt was made
by the Roman Catholic padris to inaugurate an ora of wiracles by
menns of a Singhalese * Loardes.” A fountain or well was discovered,
“ ganctified Ly tho apparition of the Holy Virgin,” and tho lame and
thoblind, it was alleged, recovered thoir health, by drinking of thut holy
water. Then it was that Col. Olcott prodnced several wonderful curcs
of old puralyeis, instantuneously, by simple mesmeric pusses ; and thus
provod that there were simple mortals who could vie with gods and god-
desses in producing “ divine” mirncles, without any interforenco of,
orclaim to, supernatural powers. ‘I'his was done by the direct order of his
MAsTER, one of tho ‘' men’” allnded to by the aathor. The Singhalcse
heard no more of the visits of the Virgin Mary.—Ed,

especially such as the Church of Rome has encouraged,
have wrested the original, simple, true idea symbolised
in the word miracle into a false complication, expressed
as something beyond nature.

As to these men. Before stating anything further
about them, I must insist upon obtaining what credit is
duc to me in my argnment with Mr. Clarke for admitting,
as I do admit, that miracles in the proper sense of the
word, ““ wonderful phenomena,” have occurred, are hap-
pening, and will be observed throughout the history of
man. It is not easy to hold an infallible church to any
consistent definite position. But I believe even the
Society of Jesus must admit that infallibility of their
Church rests mainly on, and is at least proved by, the
miracles done for and by her. That the manifestations
are supernatural, cansed by God, out of the course of
nature, to make mankind believe in the infallibility of
the Church of Rome, and so establish and preserve the
Cliristianity she teaches.

Now Iwill, by evidence just as worthy to be considered
proof as the Roman Catholic evidence I have admitted,
prove that the phenomena claimed to be miracles by the
Church of Rome, in its own seunse of the world, are
cansed naturally, and that the causes are in operation
now, as indeed they always have been. Aund if T can do
s0, I maintain that the Church of Rome’s claim to infalli-
bility must be held to be disproved by tho very same
proofs she most relics on; and this must apply to other
conservative religious systems too.

I know very well that I must have against mea
tremendous majority of the best minds of Western civili-
sation when I declare there is in existence a body of
men, call them a brotherhood, who are in possession of
kuowledge far in advance of anything which is known
in Burope, and that in support of their clains they pro-
dnce wonderful phenomena, miscalled by ignorance
“ supernatural miracles,” and explain how the causes of
the phenomena work naturally ; and that they have even
more valuable knowledge capuble of exact demoustration,
I leave this bare statement as 1t is. [ will not encunber
its force by talking of science and theclogy. Both arve, I
know, full of power and usefulness. I proceed to narrate
as simply and plainly as I can facts, which are by no
means everywhoere unknown, but which have not, [ thiuk,
attracted the attention they descrve from the civilisation
we live in. :

First, I will speak of what is directly within my own
knowledge, and that is very little. When I went to
India carly in 1854 T was much with a man whosc gifts
as a linguist, close observer and thinker, and whose ex-
pericnce of the things of Asia exceeded anything of the
kind 1 have met with during a carcer of nearly a quarter
of a ceuntury in the Bombay branch of the Indian Civil
Service. He told mme there were scercts in the léast in
the hands of custodians, who guarded their knowledge
with a patient reticence, as unknown to the people of
Kurope as the hidden truths are to the ken of modern
science. I feel sure that my indowmitable informant—
bold, induostrious, much trusted by the natives of India
as he has been—failed as entirely as I did while I was
in India to obtain more than very faint traces of the
confraternity. So also was the cuse m regard to a
Bengal civilian, who had lived aboui 30 years in India
and whom I met in Loudon in 1866.  This able man had,
with exceptional advantages for - observat oa, failed, as
others have, to do more than ascertain the existence of
tho Brothers, and that merely by hearsay.

But within the last 10 years, it was desired by one, at
any rate, of “the DBrothers” who was educated in the
Waest, to afford some glimpses to that West, now fast
sinking in a Dead Sea of materialism, of those spiritual
truths of which the Brothers are the kecpers. This led
on to the formation of the “Theosophical Society,”
whose head-quarters are in India, and for this year at
Madras. The Juropean leaders of ‘the Society are
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Madame Blavatsky, a Russian lady of good family, and
Colonel Olcott, an American gentleman well known in
the United States and in India.

With regard to Madame Blavatsky, it was difficult in
the last degree to find any person fitted to become a
missionary in the cause. Admitting unhesitatingly, as
they always do, that Madame Blavatsky is by no means
in all respects what they should have desired, ““the
Brothers” yet affirm that she was on the whole the fittest
instrument available they could get to set the work they
Liad in view on foot.

Colonel Oleott’s connection with the movemeut hap-
pened becanse America was chosen as its starting point,
as being of all Western countries the one where, owing
“to the wide diffusion of spiritualistic experiences there,
materialism was most easy to deal with. Here I must
emphasise that ¢ the Brothers” disapprove very much
of what has been unfortunately miscalled Spiritualism.
They are familiar with the phenomena, and know well
the natural causes which produce them. Their first
endeavours have been directed to explaining the causes,
and rectifying the confusion into which so-called spirit-
ists have fallen.

I am obliged to introduce these explanatory details
because, though Madame Blavatsky and Colonel Olcott

-and the Theosophical Society are as well known in India
as the Roman Catholic Church is, I have to publish the
facts in directions where they are unknown ; and, as will
be perceived, the curious assertions I am imaking must
be made clearly, and must rest on evidence as irrefutable
as that proving the phenomena which Roman Catholicism
wrongly declares are miracles.

* * * * * *

Your space will not permit to write in extenso the evi-
dence from which I could make extracts. But any one
may test my accuracy by reading the notes at the foot
of pages 83 and 86 of IHints on Esoteric Theosophy, No.
1; second edition, published at Calcutta in 1882.%*

* * * * *

It may be objected to these cases that the evidence
cited is not such proof as is relied on in a court of law.
Because these witnesses and the actual facts are not
dealt with from two points of view, and submitted to
cross-examination. No doubt this is so, and the objec-
tion applies too to the evidence adduced in support of
the Lourdes miracles and to the mass of cases of similar
kind. But considering how great is the mass of occur-
vences claiming to be miraculous, and well supported by
all sorts of testimony, it seems as if the argnment for
the total rejection of such narratives because the truth
of them cannot be tried, say by a judge and jury, is not
worth much.

Viewing the whole case, which is not at all confined
to the two instances I have cited, but which fills volumes
of printed matter relating to matters of the sane sort, I
must submit there is much reason for thinking that
natural causes, hitherto very faintly apprehended, exist,
and have sufficient potency to effect what has been attri-
buted to supernatural agency. I have stated that I do
not deny the possibility of a supernatural power. But
what power humanity knows of, and is ever likely to
know, is natural, and none the less so on account of its
potent subtlety. When the human mind has acquainted
itself with nature and the modes she assumes, it may
possibly have reached a stage at which it may conceive
of something above nature. No doubt Mr. Clarke and
the church of which he is a priest will call me an atheist,
and affirm that the Roman Catholic Church has full
cognisance of magic and the powers of the Devil. To
this I answer that, if there be God, I cannot be without
him. And as to the latter potentiality, when his exist-
ence has been established, it will still be necessary to

* Here follow lengthy extracts, from the * Iints on Esoteric Theoso-
phy” and from the Psychic Notes edited last year by Mrs, A. Gordon,
F. T, 8., at Calcutta, )

show why men leading blameless lives are dependent on
him. If Mr. Clarke were to call “The Brothers”
diabolical inagicians, I would remind him of the two first
verses of the 2nd chapter of the Gospel according to
St. Matthew. But what do the churches know of the
wise men who came from the East to Worship that Great
One, Jesus Christ, save that they were in existence then,
saw his star in the East, and came to worship him? I
cannot do better than end this article by quoting from a
Paris newspaper :—*“ IFlor us, we do not hesitate to avow
our conviction that the worst of hallucinations is that of

those who imagine they have fathomed all the lauws of
nature.”

————
THE EIGHTEEN SIDDHAS OF SOUTHERN
INDIA.

{Communicated.)

For the information of Western people, I may say that
a “Siddha” is a man who has developed his psychic
nature to that degree where the Siddhis, or occult power
by which so called ‘ miracles’ are wrought, show them-
selves. Adeptship ignores casteasa pre-requisite, thougl,
as may be easily conceded, it is more commonly attained
by the class of men in whom there is a hereditary
capacity for high intellectual labour and spiritual insight.
Hence there have always been more adepts among
Brahmans than any other caste, though at the same time
there have been from time to time many among the lower
social groups. In such latter cases the law of individual
differentiationasserts itself, in the former that of heredity.
An interesting illustration of this question isafforded in the
following list of the eigliteen most celebrated adepts of
Southern India :—

1. Agastya=DBrahman.

2. Pulastya=Bralman,

3. Nandi=Brahman.

4. Idaikkéttd =Edaya(@es-werr. Includes cowherd
and sheplerd.)

5. Karar Siddha=DBarber.

6. Kongana=DPalinga caste ; a subdivision of the
low-caste people inhabiting the Western Ghauts, such as
the Malayarasus of the mountains lying round Agastya
peak and the Todas of the Nilgiris. The word Malaya-
rasu means chief or king of the mountain.

7. Sattamuni= Shéniya, a subdivision of the weaver
caste.

8. Bhoga=DPotter.

9. Sundardnanda=Retti(Qr . Probably a Chetti,
1. e., a Vysya or Reddi, a subdivision of the Telugu Sudras.)

10. Matsya=Chemmayyan (Gsienower. The mean-
ing of this word is not clear. A Tamil scholar suggests
that it may mean either a fisherman or a shoemaker.)

11. Tirumula=Valluvan (e @sarer.) A caste above
the Paraya.

12. Pinndkkisa=Maravar, (Many of the Zemindars
of the Districts of Madura and Tinnevelly are of this
caste.)

13. ZXKaléngi=Paravan (Fisherman.)

14. Gérakshaka=Kavara Kdayan (saer@c_war.
Telugu Shepherd.)

15. Réma Rishi=Koravan (cither Mala Koravan
or Nattu Koravan.) '

16. Bralimamuni=Brahmin,

17.  Alukanni Siddha=Vedan (hunter caste.)

18. Chandikosa= Vindar caste (afer_iwegw). The
meaning of this name is not known.

The above information Ifound it very difficult, though
not impossible, to get at. Onthe very day of my return
to this station I begun my enquiries and sent for several
learned Tamil scholars. Each and all of them found it
difficult to answer my questions and wanted time to get
at the required information. Some asked for a dayor two,
others for a week, ten days, and so on. The majority of
them did not keep their promise ; while those who did,
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gave mere lists of names, which, moreover, differed from
one another. They could not even quote authorities in
support of their writings. In these degencrate days,
learning has gone down so low that it is rare to find a
Pundit, either in Sanskrit or Tamil, who can give exact
information on any of the great questions of Philosophy,
Religion, Philology, and other sciences, treated of by
our ancestors. However, some of them furnished lists con-
taining only fourteen or fifteen names. I was dissatisfied
with all these, because I could rely on none. I became ex-
tremely anxions, and at last came to the conclusion that
the best way of arriving at a correct knowledge of the
facts wanted, was to gather all the available works of the
Manarmas themselves, and to personally examine them
with the aid of one or two Tamil scholars. Fortunately,
just at that time, I had to go on official duty to a village,
eight miles from this place. There I learnt for the first
time that a tolerably large collection of the works of the
Siddhas was in the possession of a Vaishnavite Brahmin.
When I spoke to him about my object, he said that it
was such a difficult thing that he wanted at least a
fortnight’s time to examine his books, if I conld not
extend it to one month. But my past experience had
tanght me that 1t was worse than useless to trust to
these people, as they are generally either ignorant, or,
if learned, extremely lazy. Therefore, I told him that it
was not at all such a very difficult matter and offered
to search myself for the required information, if the
books were brought to me, although my knowledge of
Tamil is very poor. With the assistance, however, of
the Brahmin and another Tamil scholar, I began my
researches. We examined several books for one whole
night and for two consecutive days more. In the very
first or second work (on medicine) I found a list of eigh-
teen Siddhas which differed from those I already had.
This result being unsatisfactory to me, I went on with
further research, until at last I found the list which I
have given in the present communication. It is given
by the great Agastya himself in one of his works. I
have also been able to ascertain the castes of some of
them. We had to go through nearly thirty works, con-
taining more than twenty thousand stanzas, before weo
got even the little information given in this letter.

The naines of other equnally celebrated Siddhas are also
extant, but they do not belong to the original eighteen.
It is supposed that this great brotherhood of the adepts
of Southern India live in the Western Ghauts on
and around A gastyar Peak under the presidency of Para-
ma Gurn (Chohan) Agastya. According to a Tamil work
they are said to number 9 kotis. Short accounts of some
of the great Siddhas will be given in this journal from
time to time.

7th February, 1883.
——— e
ATOMS, MOLECULES, AND ETHER-WAVES.
By J. Tywpaw, F. R. S.
(Continued from the January No.)

V. 8. B.

Tur memorable investigations of Leslie and Rumford,
and the subsequent classical researches of Melloni, dealt,
in the main, with the properties of radiaut heat ; while
in my investigations, radiant heat, instead of being re-
garded as an end, was employed as a means of exploring
molecnlar condition. On this score little could be said
until the gaseous form of matter was brought under the
dominion of experiment. This was first effected in 1659,
when it was proved that gases and vapours, notwith-
standing the open door which the distances between
their molecules might be supposed to offer to the heat
waves, were, in many cases, able effectually to bar their
passage. It was then proved that while the elementary
gases and their mixtures, including among the latter the
earth’s atmosphere, were almost as pervious as a vacuum

toordinary radiant heat, the compound gases were one
and all absorbers, some of them taking up with intense
avidity the motion of the ether-waves,

A single illustration will here suffice. Let a mixture
of hydrogen and nitrogen in the proportion of three to
fourteen by weight, be enclosed in a space through which
are passing the heat-rays from an ordinary stove. The
gaseous mixture offers no measurable impediment to the
rays of heat. Let the hydrogen and nitrogen now unite
to form the compound ammonia. A magical change
mmstantly occurs. The number of atoms present remains
unchanged. The transparency of the compound is quite
equal to that of the mixture prior to combination. No
change is perceptible to the eye, but the keen vision of
experiment soon detects the fact that the perfectly trans-
parent and highly attenuated ammonia resembles pitch
or lampblack m its behaviour to the rays of heat.

There is probably boldness, if not rashness, in the
attempt to make these nltra-sensible actions generally
intelligible, and I may have already transgressed the
limits beyond which the writer of a familinr article can-
not proftably go. There may, however, be a remnant
of readers willing to accompany me, and for their sakes
I proceed. A hundred compounds might be named
which, like the ammonia, are transparent to light, but
more or less opaque—often, indeed, intensely opaque—
to the rays of heat from obscure sources. Now the dif-
ference between these latter rays and the light-rays is
purely a difference of period of vibration. The vibrations
i the case of light are more rapid, and the ether-waves
which they produce are shorter, than in the case of ob-
scure heat. Why then should the ultra-red waves be
intercepted by bodies like ammonia, while the more
rapidly-recurrent waves of the whole visible spectrum are
allowed free transmission ? The answer I hold to be
that, by the act of chemical combination, the vibrations
of the constituent atoms of the molecules are rendered
so sluggish as to synchronise with the motions of the
longer waves. They resemble loaded piano-strings, or
slowly descending water-jets, requiring notes of low
pitch to set them in motion.

The influence of synchronism between the radiant’
and the ¢ absorbent’ i1s well shown by the behaviour of
carbonic acid gas. To the complex emission from our
Leated stove, carbonic acid would be ono of the most
transparent of gases. For such waves oleflant gas, for
example, would vastly transcend it in absorbing power.
But when we select a radiant with whose waves the
atoms of carbouic acid are in accord, the case is entirely
altered. Such a radiant is found in a carbonic oxide
flame, where the radiating body is really hot carbonic
acid. To this special radiation carbonic acid is the most
opaque of gases.

And here we find ourselves face to face with a question
of great delicacy and importance. Both as a radiator,
and as an absorber, carbonic acid is, in general, a feeblo
gas. It is beaten in this respect by chloride of methyl,
ethylene, ammonia, sulphurous acid, nitrous oxide, and
marsh gas. Compared with some of these gases, its be-
haviour in fact approachos that of elemnentary bodies. May
it not help to explain their neutrality ¥ The doctrine is
now very gencrally accepted that atons of the same kind
may, like atoms of different kinds, group themselves to
molecules. Affinity exists between hydrogen and hydro-
gen, and between chlorine and chlorine, as well as be-
tween hydrogen and chlorine. We havethus homogeneous
molecules as well as heterogeneous molecules, and the
nentrality so strikingly exhibited by the clements may
be due to a quality of which carbonic acid furnishes a
partial illustration. The paired atoms of the elementary
molecules may be so out of accord with the periods of
the ultra-red waves—the vibrating periods of these atoms
may, for example, be so rapid-—as to disqualify them
both from emitting those waves, and from accepting
theirenergy. This would practically destroy their power,

2
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both as radiators and absorbers. I have reason to know
that a distinguished authority has for some time enter-
tained this hypothesis.

We must, however, refresh ourselves by occasional con-
tact with the solid ground of experiment, and an inte-
resting problem now lies before us awaiting experimental
solution. Suppose 200 men to be scattered equably
throughout the length of Pall Mall. By timely swerving
now and then a runner from St. James’s Palace to the
Athenum Club wmight be able to get throngh such a
crowd without much hindrance. But supposing the men
to close up so as to form a dense file crossing Pall Mall
from north to south, such a barrier might seriously im-
pede, or entirely stop, the runner. Instead of a crowd of
men, let us imagine a column of inolecules under small
pressure, thus resembling the sparsely distributed crowd.
Let ns suppose the column to shorten, withont change
in the gnantity of matter, until tho molecunles are so
squeezed together as to resemble the closed file across
Pall Mall. During these charges of density, would the
action of the molecules upon a beam of leat passing
among thom, at all resemble the action of the crowd
npon the runner ?

. We must answer this question by direct experiment.
To form our molecular crowd we place, in the first
instance, a gas or vapour in a tube 38 incles long, the
ends of which are closed with circular windows, air-tight,
but formed of a substance which offers little or no ob-
struction to the calorific waves. Calling the measured
value of a heat-beam passing through this tube 100, we
cavefully determine the proportionate part of this total
absorbed by the molecules in the tube. We then gather

reciscly the same number of meolecules into a colmnn
Y0'8 inches long, the one colnmn being thus three and
n half times the length of the other. In this case also
we determine the quantity of radiant heat absorbed. By
tho depression of a barometric column, we can easily and
exactly measure out the proper gnantities of the gaseous
body. It is obvions that 1 wercury inch of vapour,
in the long tube, would represent precisely the same
amount of matter-—or, in other words, the same number
of molecules—as 3} inches in the short one; while 2
inches of vapour in the long tube would be equivalent to
7 inches in the short one.

The experiments bave been made with the vaponrs of
two very volatile liquids, namely, sulphuric ether and
hydride of amyl. The sources of radiant heat were, iun
some cases, an incandescent line cylinder, and in others
a spiral of platinum wire, heated to bright redness by an
clectric current. One or two of the measurements will
suflice for the purposes of illustration. IFirst then, as
regards the lime light : for 1 inch of pressure in the loug
tube, the absorption was 184 per coent. of the total
beam ; while for 3'5 inches of pressure in the short tube,
the absorption was 188 per cent., or almost oxactly
the same as the former. For 2 inches pressure, more-
over, in the long tube, the absorption was 257 per cent.;
while for 7 inches, in- the short tube, it was 256G per
cent. of the total beam. 'Thns closely do the absorptions
in the two cases run together—thus emphatically do the
molecules assert their individuality. As long as their
nummber is unaltered, their action on radiant heat is
unchanged. Passing from the lime-light to the incan-
descent spiral, the absorptions of the smaller equivalent
quantities, in the two tubes, were 23'5 and 23-4 per cent.;
while the absorptions of tho larger equivalent quantities
were 321 and 82:6 per cent. respectively. This con-
stancy of absorption, when the density of a gas or vapour
is varied, I have called ‘the conservation of molecular
action.’ ~

But it may be nrged that the change of density, in
these experiments, has not been carried far enough to
justify the enunciation of a law of molecular physics.
The condensation into less than one-third of the space
does not, it may be said, quite represent the close file of

men across Pall Mall. Let us therefore push matters
to extremes, and continue the condensation till the
vapour has been squeezed into a liquid. To the pure
chunge of density we shall then have added the change
m the state of aggregation. The experiments here are
more easily described than exccuted ; nevertheless, by
sufficient training, scrupulous accuracy, and minute atten-
tion to details, success may be ensured. Knowing the
respective specific gravities, it is easy, by calculation, to
determine the condensation requisite to reduce a column
of vapour of definite density and length to a layer of
liquid of definite thickness. Let the vapour, for exam-
ple, be that of snlphuric ether, and let it be introduced
into our 38-inch tube till a pressure of 7°2 inches of
mercury is obtained. Or let it be hydride of amyl, of
the same length, and at a pressure of 66 inches. Sup-
posing the column to shorten, the vapour would become
proportionally denser, and would, in each case, end in
the production of a layer of liguid exactly 1 millimeter
in thickness.* Conversely, a layer of liquid ether, or of
hydride of amyl, of this thickness, were its molecules
freed fromn the thrall of cohesion, would form a column
of vapour 38 inches long, at a pressure of 7-2 inches in
the one case, and of 66 inches in the other. In passing
through the liquid layer, a beam of heat enconnters the
same number of molecules as in passing through the
vapour layer ; and our problem is to decide, by experi-
ment, whether, in both cases, the molecule is not the
dominant factor, or whether its power is augmenteq,
diminished, or otherwise overridden by the state of
aggregation.

Using the sources of heat before mentioned, and employ-
ing diathermanous lenses, or silvered mirrors, to render
the rays from those sources parallel, the absorption of ra-
diant heat was determined, first for the liquid layer, and
then for its equivalent vaporous layer. Asbefore, a repre-
sentative experiment or two will suffice for illustration.
When the substance was sulphuric ether, and -the
source of radiant heat an incandescent platinum spiral,
the absorption by the column of vapour was found to be
66-7 per cent. of the total beawn. The absorption of the
equivalent liquid layer was next determined, and found
to be 67°2 per cent. Liquid and vapour, therefore, differ-
ed from each other only 0°5 per cent.: in other words,
they were practically identical in their action. The
radiation from the lime-light has a greater power of
penetration through transparent substances than that
from the spiral. In the emission from both of these
sources we have a mixture of obscure and luminous rays;
but tho ratio of the latter to the former, in the lime-light,
is greater than in the spiral; and, as the very meaning
of transparency is perviousness to the luminous rays, the
emission in which these rays are predominant mnst pass
most freely through transparent snbstances. Increased
transmission implies diininished absorption ; and, accord-
ingly, the respective absorptions of ether vapour and
Hquid ether, when the lime-light was used, instead of be-
ing 66-7 and 67-2 per cent., were found to be—

333 per cent.

388 .
no difference whatever being observed between the two
states of aggregation. The same was found true of
hydride of amyl.

This constancy and continuity of the action exerted on
the waves of heat when the state of aggregation is chang-
ed, I have called ‘the thermal continuity of liquids and
vapours.” It is, I think, the strongest illustration hitherto
adduced of the conservation of molecular action.

Thus, by new methods of search, we reach a result
which was long ago enunciated on other grounds. Water
is well known to be one of the most opaque of liquids to
the waves of obscure heat. But if the relation of liquids
to their vapours be that here shadowed forth; if in both

Vapour - - -

Liquid -~ -

* The millimeter ig y4th of an inch.,
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cases the molecule asserts itself to be the dominant
fa'i.ctor, then the dispersion of the water of our seas and
rivers, as invisible aqueous vapour in our atmosphere,
does not annul the action of the molecules on solar and
terrestrial heat. Both are profoundly modified by this
constituent ; but as aqueous vapour is transparent, which,
as before explained, means pervious to the luminous
rays, and as the emission from the sun abounds in such
rays, while from the earth’s emission they are wholly
absent, the vapour-screen offers a far greater hindrance
to the outflow of heat from the earth towards space than
to the inflow from the sun towards the earth. The ele-
vation of our planet’s temperature is therefore a direct
consequence of the existence of agueous vapour in our
air. Flimsy as that garment may appear, were it removed,
terrestrial life would probably perish through the conse-
quent refrigeration.

[Ep. Nore.—Writing to Mr. H. G. Atkinson, F. G. S.,
{see his letter published in Philosophic Inquirer of March
4th,) Mr. Tyndall remarks of the above paper (‘“ Atoms,
Molecules, and Ether Waves.”) ¢ The article in Longman
I should certainly have thought too stiff to make its way
among Theosophists.” Verily, Mr. Tyndall was right in
preceding this remark with that other : “ When a man puts
his pen to paper he knows not whither his words may go.”
They have gone to the Theosophists who would respect-
fully enquire of that great man of science why he should
consider this, or any other of his articles ‘“too stiff”’ for
the Theosophists ? Since they number among their ranks
some of hisown colleagues—Fellows of the Royal Society—
as some of the most emincnt men of science in Europe
and America, physicists, astronomers and naturalists,
we are sorry to be compelled to pronounce the remark as
unkind as1t is unmerited. Undoubtedly Mr. Tyndall’s
knowledge is far higher than that of, and as unattainable
to, the average Theosophist. Yet there are a few among
themm, who may perhaps know something entircly
unknown to the learned Professor, and which, if he could
look into it, he would certainly not reject.]

——

THE REMINISCENCES OF 4 CHELA.
By Buora Duva Sarma, F. T. S.
III.
(Continued from the February Number.)

Berore I commence an account of my adveuntures, it
will be necessary to say a few words about my early
education and character. I need say nothing concerning
the period prior to the celebration of my thread ceremony,
gince it is of no consequence or interest. All Hindoos
are aware that the sacred investiture of the Brahminical
thread is performed at an early age. My history, how-
ever, must begin with that period. There are only certain
mouths in a year and a fow particular days fixed in these
months by astrological calculations, on which this cere-
mony can be performed. Not only this: the horoscope
of the neophyte must be consulted, and it must be ascer-
tained which one of these days is favourable to him for
its performance. My horoscope was accordingly shown
to the astrologers and a day appointed for my becoming
a twice-born, and real Dwija ( g ). All preparations

were made, and we were to go to our native town for that
purpose about two or thrce weeks before the great day
fixed for the ceremony and a date was determined upon for
our departure from our temporary residence to our
native place. Just four or five days before our leaving,
however, I was suddenly attacked one evening with fever.
And here, I must remind the reader that although
throughout this publication the names of persons and
places are everywhere omitted for reasons too obvious to
need explanation, nevertheless, the incidents herein relat-
ed are all facts,

Until then 1 had never given a thought to religious
matters, being but a mere boy. In my infancy, al-
though not extraordinarily strong, I had never had euch
n severe illness before. Notwithstanding that the best
European medical advice was resorted to, the disease
became worse every day. It baffled the skill of the
physicians and my case was proclaimed hopeless. By
degrees the fever grew so strong that on the seventh day
Ibegan to show signs of unconsciousness and insensibility,
and on the ninth I was entirely given up. Although to
all those around me I appeared quite insensible, yet
internally 1 remained fully conscious. My eyes were
closed ; but I saw grouped around my bed all my relatives
with their sad countenances, and expecting every moment
my end. This moment drew near. One by one all the
ornaments were stripped from my body, and I felt that I
was being removed from my bed to a blanket on the
floor—in accordance with the orthodox Hindu custom
of thus removing a dying man uearer to his mother
Earth. The idea is, that a person has to renounce
at the moment of his death the world and all its
comforts and to prepare himself for the next. To an
educated and a philosophical mind it will of course
seem ridiculous that a dying man should be thus made to
formally renounce a world, that nolens volens he has to
leave, and like the fox in Alsop’s fable made to pronounce
the grapes too sour. But a religious mind understands
the ceremony otherwise. Naked and bereft of all comfort
or luxury we have been ushered into this world, and
naked we have to leave it. Being made to go through
this formality of hoary antiquity, I knew that I was
entirely given up, and heard the orders issued for the
preparations for my burning.

T could see—though my eyes were closed—and hear
all this. I knew that I was alive, and yet I was unable to
show any sign of life. I felt confused; and was seized
with terror. The idea of being burned alive, was a
thought of horror unbearable and mnexpressible. I tried
my best to utter the name of my cousin and schoolmaite,
but the preparations around me showed plainly that I
had failed, and that 1 was considered dead. A moment
more of dreary agony, and I saw myself as if standing
beside my body or what I conceived to be my own body.
Then an instant of perfect blank aund I felt as though there
were two “ I’s”’, each beside the body that lay entirely stiff
and cold. One moreshort pang of agony, then as if some-
thing estranging itself from within and something else
entering the body followed by a blank once more. What
wag this mystery I knew not, nor could I comprehend at
the time. Whether it was a dream, or the conjuration
of an over-exerted, feverish brain, or a reality, I could
not then determive, and it was a great puzzle for me for
some years to come. During the process of these various
sensations, as also for some time afterwards, I saw stand-
ing beside me a very tall man. T knew well that it was
no relation of mine, nor had I seen him at any previous
time before. He was taller than any man I then knew,
although not quite as tall as some I have subsequently
seen. He was nearly but not quite six feet in height, of
a middle size as to bulk, and his complexion fair. His
face was oval; and his long, dark wavy hair streamed over
his broad shoulders. He wore a long white robe, such
as I have seen the Punjabis wear, and round his head
was twisted a snow-white cloth. The whiteness of his
dress was dazzling, although it was extremely simple,
and the lustre which its whiteness shed was even more
impressive than the brightness of the full moon. His
eyes seemed to be very pecunliar and shining, especially the
right one. As soon as the temporary disturbance caused
by what seemed my dual personality had subsided, my
whole attention was rivetted upon this extraordinary
personage. All around was perfect blank and I was lost
in his contemplation. I thought I could be happy only
with him and in his awe-inspiring presence, He appeared
to fix his gaze upon me, and to pass his hands over my
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body from head to foot without touching me. and oc-
casionally hold his hands opposite my eyes for a few
seconds. This process was very soothing, and I began
very soon to feel that the pain in my body was gradually
subsiding as though melttng under his strong gaze and
the influence of s moving hands. The figure was thus
visible to me for what seemed about ten minutes. But
as the process was continued, and I gradually‘ began to
recover my consciousness, I began seeing the figure more
and more hazily.  Finally it disappeared like a flash and
I lost all consciousness |
IV.

It seems that I had been in a lethargic sleep. The
renewed warmth of my body soon showed to my relatives
that I wns not dead, and the signs of resuscitation multi-
plying, Isoon awoke. When I enquired about the cause
of the fear which still dwelt npon the faces of those
around 1ne, they corroborated exactly what I had seen,
nnd what I have described above in reference to the pre-
parations for the incineration,— with the exception of
the part coucerning the ‘Strange lIfigure.” Nobody
ever saw any stranger beside my body, nor w»s any voice
heard by any of them. Yet “The ¥igure” was a reality
t6 me. Iver and anon it flashed across my ind, and
to see it again became my life’s resolve. Comne what may;
see it I would and should. A curious change came over
me since that day. I who never knew what religion was,
became extremely pious, and my only happiness wus in con-
templation and prayer. Young as [ was, worldly
pleasures appeared to me but as a vain show ; luxuries
but the couceit of arrogance, and indulgence in sensual
uppetites but tho ambition of brutes. Nothing could
satisfy me —but to be slone, to recite my prayers, to
contemplate and recall this ¢ Strange Figure, ” wih}l
whom 1y life now seeined to be interwoven. I folt as it
he were my guardian Deva who hnd banished me from
his loka of light and joy for some fanlt or other of miue,
although in his extreme benevolence and charity he had
condescended to save me from death to instil into my
heart new and nobler feelings, aud perchance to watch
over my destiny !

(To be continued.)
[ GE——

TIIE POWER TO HEAL

It is a striking commentary upon the imperfection of
our modern system of medicine, that an almost nmanimous
scepticism prevails among physicians as to the power of
healing the sick by mesmeric methods. By most tho
thing 1s declared impossible, and those who maintain
its reality are set down as littlo better than charlatans.
"The majority are not satisfied with this exhibition of
petty spite : they do their best to intimidato and ostra-
cize the more candid minority. And they find moro than
willing allies in the theologians who stand for their es-
pecial prerogatives, and, while claiming to heal by divine
commission, denounce all lay mesmeric healers as either
liumbugs or sorcerers. It is saddening to read in the
literature of mesmerism so many plaintive protests
against the prejudiced injustice of the medical profession
towards such able scientists as Gregory, Ashburner,
Elliottson, and Von Reichenbach. One cannot restrain
one’s indignation to see how an instinct of narrow selfish-
ness carries professional men beyond all bounds and
warps the inoral sense. The case of Newton, the Ameri-
can healer, whose mesmeric cures are recorded by
thousands and embrace examples of the most desperate
ailments instantaneously relieved, isstriking. This man
bas healed in public halls, in many American cities as
well ag in Liondon, not scores, but hundreds of sick peopie,
by the simplo laying on of hands. His power was so
great that he could by a word and a gesture dispel the
pains of everybody in the audience who stood up when he

called upon those who were suffering from any pain to do
go. Seventeen years ago, he publicly stated that he had
np to that time cured one hundred and fifty thousand
sick persons ; what his present total is—for he is still
curing—we cannot say, but it must be larger than the
aggregate of all the instantaneous cures effected by all
the ““ holy wells,” and shrines, and professed healers
within our historical period. A book* by Mr. A. E. New-
ton, a respectable gentleman of Massachusetts, which
appeared in the year 1879, contains the record of some
thousands of cases which yielded to Dr. Newton’s tremen-
dous psychopathic power. I'rom a public address of the
latter (see p. 113-14) we learn that ““In healing there
must be faith on one side or the other. A healer should be
a person of great faith, great cnergy ; sympathetic and
kind ; a man who is true to himself ; a muscular man,
with a fixed, positive and determined will. One possess-
ing a good share of these qualities will be successful.”’
The discourse finished, he gave a practical illustration of
Lis healing power. Said he: “ Now I ask any in the
room that are in pain to rise—only those who are in
acute pain.”” About twenty rose, and the Doctor threw
his arms forcibly forward and said,  Now your pain is
gone.” He then ‘ requested those whose pains were
cured to sit down, and they all sat down.” His power
has been sometimes so superabundant that he had only
to touch a paralytic, a club-foot patient, a deaf or blind
person, to cure them on the spot, and there he has touch-
ed and bhealed 2,000 in one day. The Curé D’Ars, a
good French priest, who died in 1859, healed like New-
ton for thirty years; during which period he had been
visited by 20,000 patients, of all ranks, and from every
country in Kurope. Dr. Ennemoser, in his most inter-
esting ‘ History of Magic,” tells about Gassner, a
Romish priest of the latter half of the 18th century, who
cured his thousands by the following artifices. ¢ He
wore u scarlet cloak and on his neck asilver chain. He
usually had in his room a window on his left hand, and a
crucifix on his right.  With his face toward the patient,
he touched tho :Liling part, * * * * calling on the
namne of Jesus * * *  Ivery one that desired to
be healed must belicve * * * covered the affected
part with liis hand, and rubbed therewith vigorously both
head and neck.” In our days the Roman Catholics have
revived the business of miracnlous cures on a grand scale :
at Liourdes, I'ranco, is their holy well where hundreds of
cripples have deposited their sticks and crutches as
tokeuns of their cures; the sane thingis going on at the
parish church at Knock, Ireland, and last ycar there were
symptoms that the same trumnp-card was to be played by
the fish-collecting priests of Colombo, Ceylon. In fact
the Church of Rome has always claimed a monopoly and
made the simple psychopathiclaw to play into their hands
as testimouy i support of their theocratic infallibility.
That useful compiler of valuable psychic facts, the Cheva-
lier G. Des Mousseaux, scrapes on this papal violineella
with great zeal. With himn all mesmeric Lealings are
cffected by the devil. “When the magnetic agent operates
upon the evils of the body, experience proves as an in-
fallible truth, that it does not heal them without causing
acnute pains, or without risk to life, which it often des-
troys | Its cures are exasperatingly brief ; perfect ones
are the exception ; the evil that 1t expels from one organ
is often replaced in another organ by an evil still more
desperate, and the sicknesses it dissipates are liable to
crucl relapses.”’t His several volames contain hundreds’
of reports of cases in which the devil has shown his
Satanic power by healing the sick and doing all sorts of
wonders. And that we may have the most unanswerable
proof that the mesmeric fluid has manifested itself simi-
larly in all ages, he collects from the writings of the
ancient the testimonies which they have lelt on record.

* The ‘ Modern Bethesda, or The Gift of Healing Restored.” Edited
by A. E. Newton. New York : Newton Pub. Co. ’

+ “ La Magioan XIX me Siecle.” p. 327. (Paris : 1864, Henri Plon),
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Nothing could be more sarcustic than his arraignment of
the Academies of Science and the medical profession for
their stupid incredulity as to the occurrence of these
marvels. Verily this is an author to be studied by the
mtelligent psychologist, however much he may be dis-
posed to langh at his Catholic bias and his blind resort
to the theory of a non-existent devil to explain away the
beneficent power to heal disease which so many philanthro-
pic men in all epochs have exercised. It is not in the
least true either that mesmeric cures-are impermanent or
that one disease disappears only to be replaced by a worse
oune. If the operator be healthy and virtuous and knows
his science well, his patients will be effectually restored
to health in every instance where his or her own constitu-
tion ig favourably disposed to receive tlie mesmeric aura.
And this leads us to remark that Dr. Newton has not
sufliciently explained the curative action of faith nor
its relation to the mesmeriser’s healing power. The
familiar analogy of the law of electric and magnetic
conduction makes all plain. If a metallic body charged
with + lilectricity be brought into contact with a body
negatively electrified, the +fluid 1s discharged from the
first into the second body. The phenomenon of thunder
and lightning is an example in point. When two bodies
similarly electrified meet they mutunally repel each other.
Apply this to the human system. A person in health is
charged with positive vitality—pran, Od, Aura, electro-
magnetism, or whatever else you prefer to call it : one in
ill-health is negatively charged : the positive vitality, or
health clement, may be discharged by an effort of the
healer’s will into the receptive nervons system of
the patient : they tonch each other, the flnid passes,
cquilibrium  is restored in the sick wman’s systen,
the miracle of hecaling is wrought, and the lame walk,
the blind see, deaf hear, dumb speak, and humours
of long standing vanish in a moment! Now, if be-
sides health, power of will, knowledge of science, and
benevolent compassion on the healer’s part, there be also
fuith, passivity, and the requisite attractive polarity, on
that of the patient, the effect is the more rapid and
amazing. Or, if faith be lacking and still there be the
necessary polaric receptivity, the cure is still possible.
And, again, if there be in the patient alone a faith
supreme and unshakable in the power of a healer, of a
lioly relic, of the touch of a shrine, of the waters of a
well, of a pilgrimage to a certain place and a bath in
some sacred river, of any given ceremonies, or repetition
of charmns or an amulet worn about the neck— in either
of these or many more agencies that might be named, then
the patient will cure himself by the sole power of his pre-
disposed faith.*¥ And this rallying power of Nature’s
forces goes in ther medical books under tho name of Vis

* L'hat excellent journal, The Times of Ceylon, in its number for
Tebruary 7th, prints tho following facts which illustrate the re-
caperative power of the imagination: “ I have rccently read an
account of what is termed n ¢faith-cure’ which took place with
the famous Sir Humphrey Davy when quitea young wman.  Davy
was abouc to operate on a paralytic patient with oxygen gas, —
* but before beginning the inhalution, Davy placed a thermometer
under the patient’s tongue to record his temperature, 'he man
wus much impressed with this and declared with much enthusi.
asm that he wasalready much velieved.  Seeing the extraordinary
influence of the man's tmagination, Duvy did nothing more than
gravely place the thermoweter under his tongue from day to day,
and in a short time he reported him cured’. 1 can relate a perfect
faith-cure of a desperate cuse of dysentery in one of our planting
districts, by a medical practitioner well-kuown at the time, Dr,
Baylis, who praotised on his own auccount in the Kallibokke valley
and Knuckles distriet. Ile had just returned from a visis to India,
having left his assistant in charge, and on his return was much
distressed to learn that a favorite patient of his, the wite of an
estate manager, was desperately ill with dysentery and not expect:
ed to live wmore than a day or two, being ulmost in evtremis.
She bad been gradually sinking under the debilitating effects of
the terrible disease, and there was nothing more to be done as
the doctor found the treatment to have been all that he could
bave adopted. Wishing to see the patient before her death, he at
once went to the estate, nnd on secing him she expressed great
pleasure, saying in faint tones she knew she should recover now
that he-had come to attend her, us she had such complete coufi-

Medicatriz Naturee—the Healing Power of Nature. Tt is
of supreme importance that the one who attempts to heal”
disease should have an absolute and hnplicit faith (a) in
his science; (b) in himself. To project from himself
the healing aura he must concentrate all his thought
for the moment upon his patient, and WiLr with iron
determination that the disease shall depart and a
healthy nervous circulation be re-established in the suf-
ferer’s system. It matters nothing what may be his
religious belief, nor whether he invoke the name of Jesus,
Rawna, Mahommed or Buddha; he must believe in his
own power and science, and the invocation of the name of
the founder of his particular sect, only helps to give him
the confidence requisite to ensure succegs. Last year in
Ceylon, Col. Olcott healed more than fifty paralytics, in
each case using the name of Lord Buddha. But if he
had not had the knowledge he has of mesmeric science,
and full confidence in his psychic power and the revered
Guru whose pupil he is, he might have vainly spoken his
simple religions formula to his patients. He was treat-
ing Buddhists, and therefore the invocation of Sakya
Mun?’s name was in their cases as noccessary as was the
use of the name of Jesus to Pére Gassner and the other
many healers of the Romish Church who have cured the
sick from time to time. And a further reason for his
using it was that the cunning Jesunits of Colombo were
preparing to convince the simple-minded Singhalese that
their new spring near Kelanie had been endowed with
cxceptionally miraculous healing powers by the Virgin
Mary.

Those who may, after reading our remarks, feel a call
to heal the sick, should bear in mind the fact that all the
curative magnetism that is forced by their will into the
bodies of their patients, comes out of their own systems.
What they have, they can give; no more. And as the
maintenance of onc’s own health- is a prime duty, they
should never attempt healing unless they have a surplus
of vitality to spare, over and above what may be necded
to carry themsclves through their round of duties, and
keep their systems well up to tone. Otherwise they
would soon break down and become themselves invalids.
Only the other day a benevolent healer of London died
from his imprndent waste of his vital forces. For the same
reagson, healing shonld uwot be attempted to any extent
after one hasg passed middle life: the constitntion hasg
not then the same recuperative capacity as in youth.
As the old man cannot compete with the fresh youth in
athletic contests, so he can no more hope to rival him in
healing the sick ; to attempt it is sheer folly ; to ask it of
him simple ignorance and sclfishness. We make these re- -
flections becanse requests have been made from many
quarters that Col. Olcott would visit them and publicly
heal the sick as he did in Ceylou. To say nothing of
the fact that he is now a man of past fifty years of age,
and burdened with a weight of oflicial duoty that would
break down any person, not sustained like him by ex-
ceptional influences, we nced only reflect that the suffer-
ing sick thronghout India are nmnbered by the tens of
thousands, and that for him to be himself known as
healer would be to insuve his being mobbed and almost
torn to pieces in every city. It i a small place like

dence in him. At her request he remained in the house, but no
chiange in her medicine was made. Strange to say she at once
began to recover, nud at the end of a week was able to walk with
him in the gardeu.

“Such was the result with the patient. On the mind of the
doctor the curc had the effect of cansing him to lose all confi-
dence in the efficacy of medicine; he abandoned allopathy as a
delusion, took to homsopathy as the ouly true practice, and
necessarily lost many of his patients; and eventually letft the
ecuntry and scttled in California as a farmer, where he wasg
drowned a few years ago. ‘he late Dr. Baylis was a marvellously
gifted man in many respects, but, like many other clever men,
very impalsive. 1lo was fnclined to be a believer in Buddhism
and actually named one of his children Buddha.”

3
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Galle, our Head-Quarter building was thronged by two
and threo hundred patients a day, the road was crowded
. with carts, litters, and hobbling cripploes, and the President
wag ofton unable to find time to get cven a cup of tea
before 5 p.Mm., what would it bein our Indian cities, thoso
hives of population where every stroet would pour out
its quota of invalids? If like Newton, he had practised
healing all his life, and he could cure by a touch the case
would be different. As it 1s, all he can do is that which
he has been doing, viz., to teach eligible members of the
Theosophical Society tho secrets of mesmeric psycho-
pathy, on the simple condition that it shall never be used
as a means of pecuniary gain or to gratify any sinister
motive.

—_———
BY “DBELL, BOOK, AND CANDLE.’
LEeaves rroM THE NOTE-BOOK OF A MissioNArRY PRIEsT.

Not with the object of vindicating the Asiatic people
from any charge of superstition that may lie against
them, but only to show that in Western countries under
all its boasted enlightenment, the self-samo belief in
demoniac obsession obtains as among them, we have
heretofore cited cases which have appeared in’current
literaturo similar to the very curious onc we now quote.
The narrative is taken from the Catholic Mirror, a most
conservative journal of the Romish Church in America ;
in fact, as it announces itself, ¢ Official Organ of tho
Archbishop of Baltimore, Bishops of Richmond and
Wilmington, and the Vicar-Apostolic of North Carolina.”
What it admits is, therefore, not to bo conghed down or
put aside; its voice is that of anthority. The strong
medizmval flavour which pervades the present story adds
a greater zest to it. Its chief value to the intelligeut
psychologist is in showing (@) that the phenomenon of
go-called obscasion survives to our day, despite scientific
progress; (h) that the possibility of overcoming tho
abnormal condition by moans of rituals and prayers
(mantrams) i3 claimed by the Church to be trne ; (c) that
the sclf-same abnormal psycho-physiological symptoms
show themselves in Christian and heathen countries,
where almost identical remedies ave cmployed. In the
one caso the power of exorcism is cluimed as a divine
gift from the Christian god, and in the other as coming
from tho god Rama, congueror of Rawan ; that is all.
And if exorcism be impossible by Hindn priests in
India, it must be cqually impossible by Romish priests
in Canada ov at Rome. or Ilysteria is tho obsossing
devil in both ivstances.

We have a certain respect for sceptics who laugh with
equal scorn at the credulity of phenomenalists whether
inside or outside their own Church. But our feeling is
quite the reverse for those who, while making merry at
tho expensc of all others for credulity, are ready to
swallow identical stories if alleged by their own ecclesias-
tics to ho miraculous. The most staggering recitals of
occult phenomena that have been taken frem ¢ heathen’
sources into our journal, do not surpass, if they equal,
the report of this wissionary priest in tho elements of
credulity, blind  faith, and impessibility ; and yet, the
occultist will mo more deny tho essential facts of this
case than those of the others. We will watch with amused
curiosity the tone that will be assumed by our critic; n
speaking of this affair. The reader will bear in mmd
that henceforward it is the editor of the Catholic Mirror
who 1s telling the story. Such comments as we may
have to make will be confined to the foot-notes :—

... Theé following extraordinary narrative was related in
our (0. M.s) presence some years ago by a venerable and
worthy priest, formerly attached to a diocese, but now a
member of a religious order ; and it was subsequently
written out at our request with a view to publication.
We thought it would prove edifying and instructive to
a large number of readers. The MS. has lain in our

desk for a long time ; for several reasons we hesitated
about publishing it, and it is only after a critical investi-
gation, and consultation with persons whose judgment
i entitled to the highest regard, that we bhave decided
to do so. There can be no doubt that cases of diaboli-
cal posscssion are somebimes met with, and we Dbelieve
this to be a genuine one. They are of frequent oceur-
rence in missionary countvies, and, though rare in Chris-
tian communitics, there ave, perhaps, moro -lustances
than most persons imagine. We have heard of as many
as eight well-anthenticated cases in the United States
alone ; ono of these, a most remarkable one, was mention-
ed to us by a Bishop, who, if we remember rightly, was
himself the exorcist. Another case that we have in mind,
and which we investigated somewhat, occurred in a
Protestant family at the Ifast, and resulted in the con-
version of all its members, ono of whom, we believe, is
to become a priest.*—(Ed. Cath. Mirror.)

Many persons hardly- believe in the devil at all,
from belioving so little in God.t Although the reality
of diabolical possessions is a truth which the Holy Scrip-
ture abundantly establishes, there are many who scout the
idea of devils being permitted to be on this earth of ours.
They call it a superstition, and have a way of their own
for explaining whatever is related in the Lives of the
Saints on this subject. Satan may be looked upon as a
mere abstract idea, to be taken as the personification of
evil, but this is not Catholic doctrine by any means.
Archbishop Vaughan has said somewhere : ““ As men get
misty in their notions of the God-man, they becomo
vague in their belief in him whose power that God came
to crush.”’f That there aro discases known to science
with symptoms very similar to demouniacal possession,
there can be no doubt, and that they have sometimes
been mistaken for it 1s 1ot surprising.......It is not neces-
sary to attribube to the agency of the devil whatever is
mysterious or phenomenal, and that cannot immediately
be accounted for otherwise. Catholics are gnilty of no
such folly. In cases of possession, the Church proscribes
rules for determining their genuineness. The fact
that forms of exorcismm have boen employed by the
ministers of religion from the ecarliest ages of Christi-
anity, and that they ave still retained in our Rituals, is
proof enough that the Church believes that the devil
can, and sometimes does, cxerciso power on carth in a
palpable manner ; that cases of demoniacal possessions
have taken place in the past, and that they still occur.
It was prophesied by our blessed Lord that tho casting
out of devils would be one of tho signs that shall follow
them that believe.————9§

I sailed from Havre on thoe steamer Arago, February 1,
1858, en route for tho Amecrican mission and the State of

" % Jngt hefore his lnmented death, Rev. F'ather Tinotti prepared a full
account of the remarkable Wizard Clip case related in the Life of Prince
Gallitzin by Miss Brownson.—Ed. C. M.

+ We think it due to quite another reason. Those capable of sincerel
belioving in & just and omnipatent deity aro unable to believe in & Devi{.
If anything has been calenlated to make tho Western world lose all
faith in Religion, it is this absord and cruel dogma which enforces
upon all Christians belief in the Devil—Ed. T.

1 And why conld he not have crashed the power of the Devil with-
out moving from honven? Why shodld “ that God” have had to “come”
to our carth ? He was not here already, then, beforo the ycarone? BSo
thore was ot least one entire globe whero God was not present, despito the
claim .of his Omniprcsence. Andif he created everything in the hea-.
vens above as well as in the earth beneath, why did he create snch a
devil 7—Ed. T.

And the words, “In my name shall they cast out devils” (Mark xvi,
17-18) are followed by these others—** thoy shall spealk with new tongues ;
they shall take up sorpents;and if they drink any deadly thing, it
gholl not hurt them ; they shall lay hands on the sick and they shall
recover.” This, is, we are told, what Jesus promised to “ them that be-
leve.” Having known Christinn orthodox exorcisers and many other
persons who * believed” most _sincerely, wo yet have never met one,
least of all a padri, who wonld consont to either drink n glass of poison,
or takea cobra by its tail. Why is this ? The “ casting out of the
devils” is only one of the signs that shonld *follow them that believe,”
1s it because faith is but one-fifth of what it used to be P—Ed. T.
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¥HX% - Arriving safely in New York, I proceeded directly
to the Archbishop, who appointed me to give a mission
in three French settlements. 1reached at night, no one
being aware of my arrival....... On the following morning a
man stopped me on the street, and asked me very
politely 1f I was not a Catholic priest, and, upon my
replying in tho afirmative, he exclaimed :

‘0o, THEN, IT 1§ TRUE—TOO TRUE: IT IS THE DEVIL |’

In reply to my request for an explanation of this
strange expression, he said : “ Oh, Father ! my daugh-
ter has been possessed by the devil for many years; I
see it all now !” '

“You must not believe that so easily,” I replied.

“How can 1 doubt it,”” he answered, ‘“ when only last
night she told me that a ‘ black coat’ had come to 2
and repeated it this morning, saying: ‘ You must go;
you will find him ; you must bring him. Oh ! said she
(or rather the devil), ‘how foolish I have been to take
possession of this girl! Now I shall suffer; he comes
to torment and expel me.” ¥ I was so struck by the talk
that I started mechanically rather than believing that I
should- actually find you ; but now that you are here,
will you not kindly come and judge for yourself? It is
ouly five miles distant : you can return again this even-
ing. I came on horseback, but1 will saddle another
horse while yon are taking breakfast.” I assented.

During our ride ho acquainted me with all the parti-
culars of the case.

“When my daughter was three years of age—she is
now fifteen—she went, as was her custom, to play with
the child of a widow at a neighbouring house ; the woman
gave her some toast and molasses ; when she returned
home, she complained of uneasiness in the stomach, and
from thut time forward became melancholy, and lost the
cheerfulness and good health she had previonsly enjeyed.
_She was strange in her motions; not positively ill, but
always compluining of a weight on her stomach. She
would not perform as usual little services about the
house, but would act in an awkward and whimsical man-
ner. Such has been the state of the child during the
past twelve yeavs.,” I learned later that the mother—
who, on one occasion, during the feast of the Purification
of the Blessed Virgin, gave the girl some blessed tea to
drink, when suddenly she broke out in a rage, slapped
her motlicr, and exclaimed: “Oh! I am found out—I
must speak now ! but thou shalt pay for it.”” Then the
father, gently interposing, said: “ What is that ?’—
calling her by name—“you strike your mother !”’

“Tt is not who is liere, it 1s 1,”” was the answer, in
a rongh, hollow voice, and growling like a dog.

“Wlo art thou ?”” said the father.

“T am the devil,” was the answer, in similar tones.

“If thou art the cursed one,” replied the futher, “give
the rcason why thou hast taken possession of my
daughtor.”

“No,” said he, “I won’t. What a fool I have been
to come here! Now I must be tormented ; he is coming ;
he is on the sea” (words which were not then nnder-
stood. I was, indeed, on sea at that time, having em-
barked at Havre as above mentioned, just the day pre-
vious), I'or a month she was more or less in fits of
rage. About the end of February she said again: « e
hag arrived at last, he will come soon.”” When asked
whom slie meant, she replied: “ He that must expel me ;
and thero shall be two.””  So much I learned of the facts
that preceded 1y arrival. The mother then repeated
what her husband had already told me about the girPs
reference to me during the previous evening.

* Our motive for the suppression of names in this relation will be
obvious whon we stnte that most, if not all, of the persons ure still
living. However, neither the narrator, who is well known to us, nor thoe
other priest who witnessed the manifestations, would object to havo
their names given if it were thought expedient.—Ed. C. M.

t Now really that mnst have been an idiotic devil! For had he but
kept quiet, no one, lenst of all the new comer, conld have ever found him
;]z(zit ;Thence would not have turned him out of his chosen premises,—

I was truly_ surprised at this narrative, seeing clearly
that the devil meant me. I said that I would see the
girl, but first I recommended myself to God by kneeling
down and reciting the VENI Creator.

(To be continued.)
————

FRAGMENTS OF OCCULT TRUTH.

By A Lay Cuzura.
No. VII.

Tue Human Lire Wave.

PrEvious essays will have given the reader a general
idea of the way in which the great evolutionary life-wave
sweeps round and round the seven worlds which compose
the planetary chain of which our earth is a part. Fur-
ther assistance may now be offered with the view of
expanding this general idea, into a fuller comprehension
of the processes to which it relates. And no one addi-
tional chapter of the great story will do more towards
rendering its character intelligible, than an explanation
of certain phenomena connected with the progress of
worlds, that may be conveniently called Obscurations.

Students of occult philosophy who enter on that
pursuit with minds already abundantly furnished in other
ways, are very liable to misinterpret its carlier state-
ments. ILvery thing cannot be said at once, and.the
first broad cxplanations are apt to suggest conceptions
in regard to details which are most likely to be erro-
neous wtih the most active-minded and intelligent think-
ers. Such readers are not coutent with shadowy out-
lines even for a moment. Imagination fills in the
picture, and if its work is undisturbed for any length of
time, the author will be surprised afterwards to find
that later information is incompatible with that which he
had come to regard as having been distinctly taught in
the beginning.. Now in these Fragments the writer’s
effort 1s to convey the information in such a way that
hasty weed growths of the mind may be prevented as far
as possible, but in this very effort 1t is necessary some-
times to run on quickly in advance, leaving details,—
even very important detatls to be picked up during a
second journcy over the old ground. So now the reader
must be good cnough to go back to the explanation given
in Fragment IV. of the evolutionary progress through
the whole planetary chain.

Some few words were said even in that Iragment,
concerning the manner in which the life impnlse passed
on from planect to planet in “ rushes or gushes; not byan
even continuous flow.”” Now the conrse of evolution in
its earlier stages is so far continuous that the preparation
of several plancts for the final tidal wave of humanity may
be going on simnltancously. Indeed the preparation of all
the seven planets may, at one stage of the proceedings, be
going on simultaneously, but the important point to re-
member is that the main wave of evolution,—the fore-
most growing wave,—cannot be in more than one place
at o time. The process goes on in the way which may
now be described, and which the rcader may be the bet-
ter ablo to follow, if he constrncts either on paper or in
bis own mnind a diagram consisting of seven circles (re-
presenting the worlds,) arranged in a ring.  Calling
them A, B, C, &c., it will be observed from what
has been alrcady stated that circle (or globe) D, stands
for our earth. Now the kingdomsof Natnre as
known to occultists,be it remembered, are seven in number,
three, having to do with astral and elementary forces,
preceding the grosser material kingdoms in the order of
their development. Kingdom 1 evolves on globe A, and
passes on to BB, as kingdom 2 begins to cvolve on A.
Carry out this system and of course it will be seen that
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kingdom 1 is evolving on globe G, while kingdom 7,
the human kingdom, is evolving on globe A. But
now what happens as kingdom 7 passes on to
globe B. There is no eighth kingdom to engage the
activities of globe A. The great processes of evolution
have culminated in the final tide wave of humanity,—
which as it sweeps on, leaves a temporvary lethargy of
nature behind. When the life wave goes on to B, in fact,
globe A passes for the time, into a state of obscuration.
This state is not one of decay, dissolution or anything
that can properly be called death. Decay itself, though
its aspect is apt to mislead the mind, is a condition of
activity in a certain direction, this consideration afford-
ing a clue to the meaning of a great deal which is other-
wise meaningless, in that part of Hindumythology which
relates to the deities presiding over destruction. The
obscuration of a world is a total suspension of its activity :
this does not mean that the moment the last human
monad passes on from any given world, that world is
paralysed by any convulsion, or subsides into the en-
chanted trance of a Sleeping Palace. The animal and
vegetable life gocs on as before, for a time, but its cha-
racter begins to recede instead of toadvance. The great
life-wave has left it and the animal and vegetable king-
doms gradnally return to the condition in which they
were found when the great life-wave first reached them.
Enormous peviods of time are available for this
slow process by which tho obscured world settles
into sleep, for 1t will be seen that obscuration in
cach case lasty six times* as long as the peried of
cach world’s ocenpation by the hnmnan life-wave. That is
to say, the process which is accomplished as above des-
cribed in connexion with the passago of the life-wave
from globe A to globe B, isrepeated all along the chain.
When the wave passes to C, B is left in obscuration as
well as A, Then D receives the life wave, and A, B, C
are in obscuration. When the wave reaches @, all the
preceding six worlds are in obscuration. Meanwhile the
life-wave passes on in a certain regular progression, the
symmetrical character of which is very satisfactory to
scientific instincts. The reader will be prepared to pick
up the idea at once, n view of the explanations already
given of the way in which hnmanity evolves throngh
seven great races, during each round period on a pla-
net,—that is to say, during the ocenpation of such planet
by tho tidal wave of life. The fourth race is obviously
the middle race of the series. As soon as this middle
point 1s turned, and the evolution of the fifth race on
any given planet begins, the preparation for humanity
begins on the next. The evolution of the {iftl race on
D for example, 18 commensurate with the evolution, or
rather with the revival of the mineral kingdom on E, and
so on. That is to say, the evolution of the sixth race on
D, coincides with the revival of the vegetable kingdom
on B, the seventh race ou D, with the revival of the
animal kingdom on B, and then when the last monads
of the seventh race on D, liave passed into the subjective
state or world of effects, the human period on B begins
and the Ist race begins its development there. Mcan-
while the twilight period on the world preceding D, has
been deepening into the night of obscuration in the same
progressive way, and obscuration there has definitely set
m when the human period on D, is past its half way
point.  But just as the heart of a man Dbeats and res-
piration continues, no matter how profound his sleep,
there are processes of vital action which go on in the
resting world even during the most profound depths of its
repose.  And these preserve, in view of the next return
of the human wave, the results of the evolution that pre-
ceded its first arrival. Recovery for the reawakening
planet is a larger procesy than its subsidence into rest,
for it has to attain a higher degree of perfection against

* Or wo inay say five times, allowing for the half period of morning
which precedes and the half period of evening which follows the day of
full activity,

the return of the human life-wave, than that at which it
was left when the wave last weut onward from its shore.
But with every new beginning, Nature is infused with a
vigour of its own—the freslness of a morning,—and the
later obscuration period, which is a time of preparation
and hopefulness as it were, invests evolution itself with a
new momentum. By the time the great life wave returns,
all is ready for its reception.

In the first essay on this subject it was roughly indi-
cated, that the various worlds making up our planetary
chain were not all of the samme materiality. Putting the
conception of spirit at the north pole of the circle and
that of matter at the south pole, the worlds of the descend-
ing arc vary in materiality and spirituality, like those of the
ascending arc. 'This variation must now be considered
more attentively if the reader wishes to realise the whole
processes of evolution more fully than hervetofore.

Besides the earth, which is at the lowest material
point, there are only two other worlds of our chain which
are visible to physical eyes,—the onc behind and the one
in advance of it. These two worlds, as a matter of fact,
are Mars and Mercury,—Mars being behind and Mercury
in advance of us,—Mars in a’state of entire olLscuration
now as regards the human life-wave, Mercury just begin-
ing to prepare for its next human period.*

The two planets of our chain that are behind Mars,
and the two that arein advance of Mercury, are not com-
posed of an order of matter which teclescopes can take
cognisance of. Tour out of the seven are thus of an
etherial nature, which people who can only conceive matter
in its earthly form, will be inclined to call immaterial.
But they are not really imunaterial at all. They are
simply in a finer state of materiality than the Earth,
but their finer state does not in any way defeat the uni-
formity of Nature’s design in regard to the methods and
stages of their evolution. Within the scale of their subtle
““ invisibility,” the successive rounds and races of mankind
pass through their stages of greater and less materiality
just as on this Iarth ; but whoever would comprehend
them, must comprehend this Barth first,and work out their
delicate phenomena by correspondential inferences. Lt
us return thercfore to the consideration of the great life-
wave, 1 its aspects on this planet.

Just as the cliain of worlds treated as a unity, has its
north and south, its spiritual and material pole,—working

* It may bo worth while here to remnrk for the benefit of people who
may be disposed, from physical science reading, to object that Mercury is
too near the Sun, and conseguently too hot to be a suitable place of habita-
tion for Man,—that in the officinl reportof the Astronomical Department
of the United States on the recent “ Mount Whitney observations,”
statcinents will be found that may check too confident criticisms of
occult science along that line. The report in question was republished in
Nature, and for the most part, within the last six months, in some of the
Indian nowspapers. Tho results of the Mount Whitney observations en
sclective absorption of solar rays showed, according to the official re-
porter, that it would no longer be impossible to suggest the conditions
of an atmospherc which should render Mercury habitable, at the one
extrome of the scale, and Saturn at the other. We have no concern
with Saturn at prescnt, vor if we had to cxplain on occult principles
tho habitability of Mecrcury, should we set to work with calculations
ahout selective absorption. The fact is that ordinary science makes
at onece too much and too little of the Sun, as the store-house of force
for the solar systcm,—too much in so far as the heat of plancts hag
a great deal to do with another influene quite distinet from the San,
an influcnce which will not be thoroughly understood till more is
known than at present about the correlations of heat and magmnetism,
and of the magnctic, meteoric dast, with which inter-planctary space is
pervaded., However it is cnough,—to rebut any objection that might he
raised ngainst the cxplanations now in progress, from the point of view
of loyal devotees of last ycar's science,—to point oat that sach
objections would bo already out of date. Mdern science is very pro-
gressive,—this is onc of its greatest merits,—Dbut it is not a meritorious
habit with modern scientists to think, at cach stage of its progress, that
all conceptions incompatible with the stage reached, must necessarily
be absurd. If the present essay had been written twelve months ago,
and remember that as regards the information it contains it might
have been written twelve milleniums - ago,~—— wo could have said:
nothing more than tho sentence last. written, had some one aigued in
reference to Mercury, that Mr. Proctor had suinmed up all that could
be said on the question, and had given judgment against its habitabi-
lity. As it happens in this mntter, Mount Whitney has risen up to
refute the Droctorian judgment,—refuting it by wrong arguments’
indeed, but by arguments that will be acceptable in the Proctorian:
arent. .
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from spirituality down throughmateriality,up to spiritual-
ity again,—so the rounds of mankind constitutea similar
series which the chain of globes itself might be taken to
symbolise. In the evolution of man in fact, on any one
plane as cn all, there is a descending and an ascending
arc ; spirit, so tospeak,transforming itselfinto matter, and
-matter resolving itself into spirit. The lowest or most
material point in the cycle thus becomes the inverted
apex of physical intelligence, which is the masked
manifestation of spiritual intelligence. Each round of
mankind evolved on the downward arc (as each race of
each round if we descend to the smaller mirror of the
cosmos) must thus be more physically intelligent than
its predecessor, and each in the upward arc must be in-
vested with a more refined form of mentality conmingled
with greater spiritual intuitiveness. In the first Round
therefore we find man, a relatively etherial being com-
pared even on earth with the state he has now attained
here, not intellectnal but super-spiritual. Like the animal
and vegetable shapesaround him, he inhabits an immense
but loosely organised body. In the second Round he is
still gigantic and etherial, but growing firmer and mora
condensed in body—a more physical man, but still less
intelligent than spiritual. In the third Round he has
developed a perfectly concrete and compacted body, at
first the form rather of a giant ape than of a true man,
but with intelligence coming more and ‘more into the as-
cendant. Inthe last half of the third Round his gigantic
stature decreases, his body improves in texture, and he
begins to be a rational man. In the fourth Round intel-
lect, now fully developed, achieves enormous progress.
The dumb races with which the Round begins, acquire
human speech as wo understand it. The world teems
with the results of intellectual activity and spiritual de-
cline. At the half way point of the fourth Round heve, the
polar point of the whole seven-world period is passed.
From this point onwards the spiritual ego begins its real
struggle with body and mind to manifest its trans-
cendental powers. In the fifth Round the struggle
continues, but the traunscendental faculties are
largely developed, though the struggle between these
on the one hand, with physical intellect and propensity
is fiercer than ever, for the intellect of the fifth Round
as well as its spirituality is an advance on that of
fourth. In the sixth Round humanity attains a degree
of perfection both of body and soul,—of intellect and
spirttuality, which ordinary mortals of the present
epoch will not readily realise in their imaginations.
The most supreme combinations of wisdom, goodness
and transcendental enlightenment which the world has
ever seen or thought of, will represent the ovdinary
type of manhood. Those faculties which now, in the rare
cflorescence of a generation, enable some extraordinarily
gifted persons to explore the mysteries of Nature and
gather the knowledge of which some crumbs are now
being offered (through these writings and in other
ways) to the ordinary world, will then be the common
apanage of all. As to what the seventh Round will bo
like, the most communicative occult teachers are solemnly
silent. Mankind in the seveuth Round will be something
altogetlier too god-like for mankind in the fourth
Ronnd to forecast its attributes,

During the occupation of any planet by the human life-
wave, cach individual monad is inevitably incarnated
many times. This has been partly explammed already
in Fragment No. V. If one existence only be passed by
the monad in each of the branch races through which
it must pass at least once, the total nmnber accomplished

during a Round period on one planet, would be 343,—the

third power.of 7. But as a matter of fact each monad is
incarnated twice in each of the branch races, and also
cames in,necessarily for somefew extraincarnations as well,

For reasons which is not easy for the outsider to divine,

the possessors of occult knowledge are especially reluc-
tant to give oup numerical facts relating to cosmogony,

though it is hard for the uninitiated to understand why
these should be withheld. At present, for example, we
shall not be able to state what is the actual duration, in
years, of the Round period. But a concession which only
those who have long been students of occultisim by the old

- method will fully appreciate, hasbeen made about the num-

bers with which we are immediately concerned ; and this
concession is valuable at all events, as it helps to eluci-
date an interesting fact connected with evolution, on the
threshold of which we have now arrived. This fact iy
that while the earth, for example, is inhabited as at
present, by fourth Round humanity, by the wave of
human life, that is to say, on its fourth journey round the
circle of the worlds, there may be present among us some
few persons, few in relation to the total number, who,
properly speaking, belong to the fifth Round. Now, in
the sense of the term at present employed, it must not
be supposed that by any miraculous process, any
individual unit has actually travelled round the
whole chain of worlds once more often than his compeers.
Under the explanations just given as to the way the
tide-wave of humanity progresses, it will be seen that
this is impossible. Humanity has not yet paid its fifth
visit even to the planet next in advance of our own. But
individual monads may outstrip their companions as re-
gards their individual development, and so become ex-
actly as mankind generally will be when the fifth Round has
been fully evolved. And this may be accomplished in
two ways. A man born as an ordinary fourth Round man,
may, by processes of occult training, convert himself into
a man having all the attributes of a fifth Round man and
80 become what we may call an artificial fifth-Rounder.
But independently of all exertions made by man in his
present incarnation, a man may also be born a fifth-
Rounder, though in the midst of fourth Round humanity,
by virtue of the total number of his previous incarnations.

If & stands for the normal number of incarnations
which in the course of nature a monad must go through
during a round period on one planet, and y for the margin
of extra incarnations into which by a strong desire for
physical life he may force himself during such a period,
then, as a matter of fact, 244 (z X y) may exceed 28z ;
that is to say, in 3} Rounds a monad may have accom-
plished as many incarnations as an ordinary monad wonld
have accomplished in four complete Rounds. In less than
3% Rounds the result could not have been attained, so
that it is ounly now that we have passed the half way
point of evolution on this half way planet, that the fifth-
Rounders are beginning to drop m.

It is not possible in the natnre of things that a monad
can do more than ontstrip his companionsbyinore than one
Round. This consideration notwithstanding Buddha was
a sixth Round man, but this fact haus to do with a great
mystery outside the limits of the present calculation.
Enough for the moment to say that the evolution of «
Buddha relates to something more than mere incarna-
tions within the limits of one planetary chain.

Since large numbers of lives have been recognised in
the above calculations as following one another in the
successive incarnations of an individual monad, it is 1m-
portant here, with the view of averting inisconceptions
to point out that the periods of time over which these
Incarnations range are so great that vast intervals sepa-
rate them, numerous as they are. As stated above, we
cannot just now give the actual duration of the Round-
periods. Nor indeed could any figures be quoted as in-
dicating the duration of all Round-periods equally, for
theso vary in length within very wide limits. DBut here
is a simple fact which has been definitely stated on the
highest occult authority we are concerned with. The

resent race of humanity, the present 5th race of the 4th
Round period, began to evolve about one million of years
ago. Now it is not yot finished ; but snpposing that a
million years had constituted the complete life of the
race, how would it have been divided up for each in-

4
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-dividual monad ? In arace there must be rather more than
100, and there can hardly be 120 incarnations for an in-
dividual monad. But say even there have been already
(20 incarnations for monads in the present race already.
And say that the average life of each incarnation was a
century, even theu we should only have 12,000 years out
of the million spent in physical existence, against 988,000
vears spent in the subjective sphere, or there would be
an average of more than 8,000 years between each incar-
nation.* Certainly these intervening periods are of very
variable length, but they cannot coutract to anything
fess than about 1,500 years, in any case,—leaviug out of
account of course the case of adepts who have placed them-
selves quite outside the operation of the ordinary law,—
and 1,500 years if not a quite impossibly short, would be
an extraordinarily brief mterval between two rebirths.

. :
TIHE CAVE OF THE ECHOES.
A Sreance Bur A True Story.t

Ix one of the distant governments of the Russian
cmpire in a small town, on the very borders of Siberia,
a mysterious tragedy occurred some twenty-five years ago.
- About six versts fromn the little town of P , famous
for the wild beauty of its scenery, and for the wealth of
its inhabitants—generally proprietors of mines and iron
foundries—stood au aristocratic mansion. Its household
consisted of the master, a rich old bachelor, and his
brother, a widower and the father of two sons and
three daughters. It was known that the proprietor, Mr.
{zvertzoff, had adopted his brother’s children, and, having
formedan especial attachment forhis eldestnephew, Nicho-
las, he had made him the sole heir to his numerous estates.

Time rolled on. The uncle. was getting old, the nephew
coming of age. Days and years had passed in monoto-
nous serenity, when, on the hitherto clear horizon of the
(uiet family, appeared a cloud. On an unlucky day one
of the nieces took it into her head to study the zither.
e instrument being of purely Teutonic origin, and no
teacher for itsspeciality residing in the neighbourhood,
the indulgent uncle sent to St. Petersburg for both.
After diligent research only onme Professor could be
found willing to trust himself in such close proximity to
Siberia. It was an old German artist, who, sharing
crqually his earthly affections between his instrument and
o pretty blonde daughter, would part with neither. And
{hus it came to pass that, one fine morning, the old Pro-
fessor arrived at the mansion with his music-box under
one arm and his fair Munchen leaning on the other.

From that day, the little cloud began growing rapidly;
for, every vibration of the melodious instrument found a
rosponsive echo in the old bachelor’s heart. Music
awakens love, they say, and the work begun by the
zither was completed by Munchen’s blue eyes. At the
cxpiration of six months the nicce had become an expert
zither-player, and the uncle was desperately in love.

One morning, gathering his adopted family around him,
he embraced them all very tenderly, promised to remem-
her them in his will, and wound up by declaring his inal-
ternble resolution to marry the blue-eyed Munchen.
After which he fell upon their necks and wept in silent
rapture. The family, understanding that they were
¢heated out of the inheritance, also wept ; but it was for
another cause. Having thus wept, they consoled them-
selves and tried their best to rejoice, for the old gentle-
man was sincerely beloved by all. Not all of them re-
joiced though. Nicholas, who had been himself smitten
to the heart by the pretty German, and found himself
it once defrauded of his belle and his uncle’s money,
neither rejoiced nor consoled himself, but disappeared
for a whole day.

# See in this connection page 35 of Vol. I of Isis Unveiled, beginning
4t the last paragraph of page 34.
: + This story is given from the narrative of an eyc-witness, a Ras-
sian . gentloman, .very pious, and fully trustworthy. Moreover, the
facts are copied from the police records of I . The eye-witness in
- question Attributes it of course partly to divine 'irterference and
partly to the Evil One,—Ed. - L

Meanwhile, Mr. Izvertzoff had given orders to prepare
his travelling carriage for the following morning.” It was
whispered that he was going to the Government town, at
some distance from there, with the intention of altering
his will.  Though very wealthy, he had no superinten-
dent on his estate, but kept his books himself. The
same evening, after supper, he was heard in his room
scolding angrily at his servant, who had been in his
service for over thirty years. This man, Ivan, was a
native of Northern Asia, from Kamtchatka. Brought
up by the family in the Christian religion, he was
thought very inuch attached to his master. A few days
later, when the first tragic circumstance I am about to
relate, had brought all the Police force to the spot, it was
remembered that Ivan was drunk on that night; that
his master, who had a horror of this vice, had paternally
thrasbed him and turned him out of his room ; and that
Ivan had been seen reeling out of the door and heard to
mutter threats.

There was on the vast domain of Mr. Izvertzoff a
curious cavern, which excited the curiosity of all who
visited it. It exists to this day, and is well known
to every inhabitant of P. *** A pine forest, which
begins nearly at the garden gate, climbs in steep terraces
up to a long range of rocky hills, which it covers with
a broad belt of impenetrable vegetation. The grotto lead-
ing to this place which is known as the “ Cave of the
Echoes,” was sitnated about half a mile from thie mansion,
from which it appeared as a small excavation in the hill
side, almost bidden by luxuriant plants, but not so as to
prevent any person entering it from being readily seen
from the terrace of the house. Entering the grotto, the
explorer finds at the rear a narrow cleft, having passed
which he emerges into a lofty cavern, feebly lighted
through fissures in a ceiling fifty feet high. The cavern
itself 1s immense, and could easily hold between two and
three thousand people. A part of it was then paved with
flags,and often nsed inthe suimmeras aball-room by pienic-
parties. Of an irregular oval, it gradually narrows into a
broad corridor, which runs for several miles under ground,
intercepted here and there by other chambers, as large
and lofty as the ball-room, but, unlike the first, im-
passable otherwise than in a boat, as they are always
full of water. These natural basins have the reputation
of being unfathomable,

On the margin of the first of these, was a small plat-
form, with several mossy rustic seats arranged on it, and
it is from this spot that all the phenomenal echoes are
heard in all their weirdness. A word pronounced in a
whisper or a sigh seems caught up by endless mocking
voices, and instead of diminishing in volume, as honest
echoes do, the sound grows louder at every successive
repetition, until at last 1t bursts forth like the repercussion
of a pistol-shot, and recedes in a plaintive wail down the
corridor.

On the evening in question M. Izvertzoff had men-
tioned his intention to have a dancing party in this cave
on his weddiug day, which he had fixed for an early date.
On the following morning, while preparing for his de-
parture, he was seen by his family entering the grotto,
accompanied only by the Siberian. Half an hour later
Ivan returned to the mansion for a snuff-box, which his
master had forgotten in his room, and went back with it
to the cave. An hour later the whole house was startled-
witli his loud cries. Pale and dripping with water, Ivan
rushed in like a mad man and declared that M. Izvertzoft
was nowhere to be found in the cave. Thinking he had
fallen into the lake, he had dived into the first basin in
search of him, and got nearly drowned himself.

The day passed in vain attempts to find the body.
Tlhe Police filled the house, and louder than the rest in
his despair seemed Nicholas, the nephew, who had
returned home only to receive the sad tidings.

. A dark suspicion fell upon Ivan, thé Siberian. He
had been strnck by his master the night before, and had

















































































