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THERE I3 NO RELIGION 1IIGHER TIIAN TRUTI,
[Lanmily mutto of the Malurajubs of Benaves. |

The Editors disclaim responsibility for opinions expressed
by contributors in their articles, with some of which they
agree, with others, not.  Great latitude is allowed to corre-
spondents, and they alone are accountable for what they
write.  The journal is offered as a vehicle for the wide
dissemination of facts and opinions connected with the
Asiatic religions, philosophies and sciences.  All who have
anything worth telling are made welcome, and not inter-
fered with, Rojected MSS, are not returned,

The seasons have come and gone, and the Turosorirst
is about to enter upon its third year of activity and use-
fulness, Even its encmics will not deny that it has been
active, while its friends can best certify to its usefulness,
A circulation equal in numbers to that of the oldest
Indian journals, with but one or two exceptions, and more
world-wide than cither of theirs, is all the proot that is
needed to show that our Magazine has found friends, and
won sympathy in a multitude of communities and
among people of many creeds, At the start it was an
experiment—too rash an one, some thought, But now
success has crowned the attempt, and the organ of our
Society has won a footing that nothing can shake, Twenty-
four months of punctual appearance at the homes of its
subscribers entitle its founders to their full - confidence
that whatever engagements they make on its behalf will
be fully and honourably fulfilled. ~ Wherever they may be
temporarily called on the Society’s business; or wherever
their place of residence may be temporarily established
or wherever the mechanical work of printing and mailing
the magazine may at any time be conducted—every sub-
seriber will get his twelve monthly copics yearly, as
hitherto, at the beginning of every month.  And he now
is sure of it.  Our success has also proved the excellence
of the American plan of cash advance payment of sub-
seriptions, introduced into India by us.  We have made no
exceptions in this respect, even in cases where Rajas and
officials of the Government of India have been concerned, -
We ask no greater favour of Raja or official than of the
humnblest ol underpaid elerks. One name on our subscrip-
tion-books represents no more to the despatching-clerk
than any other nane, and when the Raja’s “term of sub-
scription is seen by him to have expired, le despatches
no more copies to that address. This is a matter that
should be distinctly un‘l(lcrstoud, for by attention to it the
annoyance of not l‘ecmving the magazine at pcrhups the
time when the subscriber most wants to read it, will be
entirely avoided. Our year begins on the Ist of October,
and the current mumber is the twelfth and last to which
our subscribers for Vol 1L are entitled, The October
number will only be sent to subscribers for Vol. IIL.  And
while upon this point we will!refer the reader to the
flying leaf annouuncing the new rates of subscription—
enclosed herein,

It may be noted a3 an interesting evidence of the arow-
ing favour which the THEosOPHIST is enjoying amon?r the
public, that subscriptions for Vol. 11. are still const?mtly
coming in, though we are at the twelfth number
and even orders for Vol I to complete scts, The
fluctuations in the circulation of our periodical are also
an interesting study quite apart from any pecuniary
aspect of the question. At the beginning we had more
subscribers in the Bombay Presidency than elsewhere, and
happily we continue to have the samc. Madras, which at
first hardly knew of us at all, and which we have not yet
even visited once, stands sccond in ali the Indiau territorial
subdivisions. Next comes the Punjab, notwithstanding
that the English language can as yet scarcely be called pre-
valent, The N.-W. Provinces eome next; then Bengal,




Kattyawar and Gujarath, in the order mentioned. . These
fucts do not indicate the respective inclinations of the
several districts to theosophical study, for in that respect
there is little to choose, probably.  We have hitherto
pever employed canvassers, nor to any cxtent ewployed:
advertisements to increase our circulation.” If the Tuko-
sortst had been undertaken as a business speculation,

both these aids would, of course, have been called in and

undoubtedly our circulation might have been made ten
times as large as it is. . We have preferred to leave it to
work its own way without adventitious helps, for thus can
we best discover how wide and deep is the feeling  in
India tor the philosophy and sciences that, were so dear to
the forelatiers of the present generation.  No new Hindu

subscriber will send in his pame and remittance unless .

lie has a real vreverence for his ancestors and the country
they made so glorious by their personal renown.  There
avere men once who would have denied themselves cven
neeessary comforts to help to establish such o champion
as our magazine of Indian interests.  There may be, such
now among our subseribers, It so, all Lhonour to them!
And now is it too much to ask those who have written
to us so enthusiastically about the good we arve doing to
India, to take a little trouble to increase our circulation ?
No one is so devold of friends as to be unable to get us
at least one new subseriber,

e e s ety e e e

(Continned from No, 22) .
IAMBLICIIOS : A TREATISE ON 111k
MYSTERIES*

A NEW TRANSLATION, BY TROFESSOR ALEXANDER
WILDER, 1LS,

Parr L

F 11, We will accordingly begin by com.nmniculing to you
the hereditary doctrines of the 1\5&5-_)'1:!:111.\', in 1'0}_::1'1'd Lo Know-
ledge of Trath, and will also ('llst.nm(ly ex.pl:n.n our_owl,
deducing zome of them from the nm}nncmhl'e ancient freatises
upon Wisdom, and others the men of former tlme.'s liave collected
into o single volume 1‘051)0(:1‘1)1;;.{]10 whole I.hu_L' 18 .know.u con-
cerning divine subjectx.  Dut if you press an inquiry ¢ {t.or the
method of the philosophers, we will adjudicate it according to
the ancient Pillars of Herwes, whicl_x 1.’l:|,t.on .:uul l’yt‘hz\goms
have already 1'()cogni7.0d and combined with their own ])I!IIOEO-
plxical maximg  We promise to handle th()se. qncs!mns lightly
and carefully which appear fureign to the t.llEClL‘.:‘SlOll or of a
controversial or contentions character 3 or we will .shf)\.v fhem
10 be irrelevant.  We will endeavor to be very familiar and
judicious in deducing thoze \vhi(',h. arc within the range .o[' tho
'gc-ncrnl understanding 3 aud we wfll set for.th as far as is pos-
sible by words alone those which require an actual going
through the divine orgies inorder to understand them LllOl‘OUgll!y,
as well as those which ave full of interior COI'XCQII]I)II.M-'IOII (nac’pzrfs
théorias) examining them thoronghly.. 1t is possible to obtain
saluable indications, by reason of which you and others like
vou will be led by the interior mind near to the csseuce of
- existing things.

We promise you that none of‘t.ln)so matters which are m.zulo
known by words shall be left \Vlul()flt a coml)let(.a explanation,
Dut we promise that we shall set forth to you in every case
what is strictly germane to cach.  Such as pertains to the
knowledee of the deities we shall answer according (o the
method in divine matters, and such as belong to theurgy wo
will explain according to theargic science. .l}ut when we come
to matters connected with the pursuit of Wisdom, we will, in
company with you, compare them together after tl.xe manuer of
the philosophers, and such of' thent as .clo'm'ly involve first
sqnses, according to firs priteiples, we \\:111 follow up t.ogc(‘hcl‘
and bring them out to light. fl‘hose \V]ll(:ll. concern oth.lcs or
ends, we will adjudiente according to !.hc cl,h‘lc:\l rule. lu'shol't,
we will dizpose of otlier matters.coming Lefore us according to
their proper ovder. . :

We will now procead to consider your inguiries :—

TII. You say that, “first, the existence of the dcitics

[
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“is to be taken for granfed.” It isnot proper to speak in this

manner, ~The knowledge of the gads is inuate, and pertains’to
the very substance of our being, It is of a higher nature than

. judginent and choosing, nund precedes both speech and demonstra-

tion. © I'rom the beginning it was at onc with its.own source,

and was co-existent with the inhervent impulses of the soul to the

Supreme Goodness. ’ - SR
-1f; however, it is- necessary to state the truth exactly, the

union to the divine nature is not knowledge ; for it is in some

- way kept distinet by an otherness.

But previous to this, there
is the uniform cmbracing at all points of contact, spontaneous
and indistinguishable, as of one thing knowing another which
Jjoins us with the Godhead.

Iience, it is not proper to concede this point as though it was
a thing which it is possible not to grant, nor even to assent to
it as an equivoeal matter. 1t is always established in energy
as a distinet Idea.  Nor is it even permissible to examine it ns
Laving authority to judge and determine.  We are enclosed in
ity or, rather, we are filled by it, and we have all that we are
in this kitowing of the deity.

I have the same thing to say to you in vegard to the superior
orders which came next after the deiticss. I am speaking of
the tutelary spirits or demons,® of heroes or half-gods, and of
souls that have not been tainted by the conditions of life on
the eartl + It must always be borne in mind in regard to
these that they have one ordained mode of being ; and to put
aside every idea of indefiniteness and iustability such ns. are
incident to the human endowment ; and also to deprecato the
inclining to onoe or the other side of a question, which is incited
from the counterbalancing of opposing arguments.  Any thing
of this kind is alien to the sources of Reason and Life, but
rather it emanates from the inferior principles, and those which
are connceted with the power and opposing tendency of the

eartlily Tife. It is necessary that we conceive of them as of a
uniform mode of being.

So, therefore, any interior perception in regard to the come
panions of the gods in the cternal world cognizes them as Leing
alike in their nature. lIence, as they are always the same in
the prineiples of their being, so the 1Iuman Soul is united to
them in knowledge, according to the same. Having been
closcly associated with the gods in these matters, it never seeks -
by conjecture, opinion, or bulancing of argument, all which
originate in time, but by the pure snd irreproachable intuitions
which it reecived from them in eternity, to learn the essence
which is superior to all these thingzs.  But you seem to imagine
that the knowledge of divine matters is like that of other things,
and that any point may be greatest after n comparing of argu-
ments, as is the custom in regard to propositions in debates,
There is, however, no kind of similarity. The knowledge of
these matters is entirely different aud is separate from all such
arranging of opposite propositions. It is not established by
being now conceded, or in being developed in  diseussion 3 but
it wiis one sole idea, and was with the soul from eteruity.

I say these things to you coucerning the first principle in us,
at which they who would utter or understand anything what-
ever concerning thoso superior to us must begin,

IV. Youask: “What are the peeuliarities of tho higher
Ovders, by which they are distinguished from each other ¥ If
you 1ieau by “peeuliavities” certain specific differencos under
the same Order which are indicated by diverse qualitics, ag the
ratioual and irrational under the animal order, this is the
auswet.  We do uot adiit at all of any sueh difference in enti-
ties that have neithera participation nor a contrast of substance

* Callod by the medieval Kabalists— lenetary Spirits, and in :t‘ho Hindu
philosophy—-Devs. '

'+ By the conditions of life” on onr Barth, and ouly so far as they bhave
not reached it.  No - Plauctary Spirit (and cach haman “Soul”-—rathor
Spirit at the begiuning of evory new P’raleya or the periodical veswrrection
to objective and subjective life of oxr universe,—limited, of course, to our
planetary System —is a planetary pure and formless Spirit) can avoid the
“(tycle of Necessity.” Descending from, and re-ascending to the first start.
ing-point, that junction in thoe Infinity where Spirit or Pwrushe first falls
inlo Drakiite (plastic matter) or that primordial and yet formless cosmio
matter which 13 the tirst out-breathing of the Intinite and Chaugeless
Universal Soul (Lhe Pwrubra/m of tho Vedautins), the Planetary Spirvit has
to take shape and form and live successively in cach of the spheres—our
own earth jucluded—which compose the great Mela I'uy, or the Cirelo of
BExistences, before he ean lead aconscions Beo-life. Alone thio “Elemontals”—.
those half-blind Forees of Nuture--say the Kabalists-~which are tho corus-
cations of matter and of the rudimentary minds of the descending ““spirits”
who have failed on their downward way--have: not yet lived but will live
some day on carth. The csoterie philosophies of both the eastern and
western iuitiates, whether Greek or Hindu, Bgyptian or Hebrew, agree on
the wholo,  Whenever they secem to clash, it will bo nlways found due
rather to the differenco of terms and modo of expressien than to any
essential difforenco in tho systems themselves,—LED, THLOS,
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to make them equal, nor derive their composition from a com-
mon indefinite principle and a particular defining charactoristic,
But if you conjectare that the peculiarity is a certain simple
condition defined in itself, as in superior and inferior natures,
which differ hoth in the entive substance and {n all the outeome,
you ]l‘an‘, the rational conception of the peeuliavities. These’
])e(.‘,n].umties, having heen evolved entirely from entities always
(‘XIS.[.IIIg“* will be in all partienlars distinet and simple,  Dut
the inquiry is going on to no good purpose. It hehooves us first
to ascertain what are the peculiarities of these Orders aceording
f.o cssence 3 then according to f'ncnlty, and so afterward accord-
lljg‘to action.  As you now put your question in rvelation to
(!1st'||1g||is]|i|1g by eertain peealiavities, you speak only of peeu-
!l:ll'ltioﬂ of nction.  Ilenen you ask the difference in final matters
I regard to them, but leave unserntinized those which are
above all and most excellent as relating to the elements of the
variableness,

You add also in the same place the expression, ““activo and

lmssive movements,”  This division is not at all suitablo to

indieate the difference of the superior Orders,  The diserepaney
of active and passive does not exist in any of them. Their
operntions are  unconditioned and unchangeable, and may

be contemplated apert from the regard to objects in opposition.

Heneo we do not admit the existence of such impulses as those

of nction and passivity. We do not concede that there is a:
relf-moving of the sonl from something that moves and is moved,

but we iake for granied that it has a certain simple motion,

after the manner of substance, being the samo with the things

themselves, and not having beforehand a dissimilar tendency,

sud being exempt from acting on it-clf and suflering by itself.

Wiho, then, may endure that the peenliavities of the Orders.
superior to the soul shall be distinguished sccording to the

motions of action and suffering ?

The expression nlzo which is suljoined by vou, “or the

things consequent,” is incongruous to them. In things which
are joined together, and exist with others or in others, and are

comprehiended in others, some are fo be regarded as presedent

and others as conscquent: and some as being, and others as

contingent to essences.  There exisls a certain arrangement. of
them in ovder, and an alienation and separation oceur between,

But in the case of the superior Orders all things are to be con-

fidered as in being,  Wholes exist as principles, are separato
by themselves, and do not. derive their ¢ubstanee from others

or in others s so nothing in them is consequent,  No peeuliavily

of them is characterized iy these things.

There is also a distinetion brought, according to the order of
nature, at the end of your question, The question is asked :
“Tlow are the superior beings distinguished by active energies,
physical motions, and things consequent ?”  Lvery thing is
the very opposite to this conception. If active energies and
pazsive motives were the essential characteristics of the superior
beings, they would also be endowed with the power of creating
the distinetions which exist between them.  But if the superior
beings, existing themselves already separately, generate the.
energies, they will slzo impart to the motions, energics, and
things consequent the characteristies which distinguizh them.
This matter of peenliarvity, therefore, which you are in eager
pursuit to solve, is exactly the reverse of what you set forth.

-To ¢ay all at once, whether yon imagine that there is one
order of gods and one of tutelary spirits, aud so of heroes, and
likewise of never-embodied souls, or admit that there are many
of encly, you exnct that the difference among them shall be
stated according to their respeetive peculiavities.  If, indeed,
you conjeeture each of them to be a distinet unit, the whole
arrangement of scientific theology is thrown into confusion,
If, however, you suppose instead that it abouunds with orders:
strictly defined, and that there is not one common reazon after
the manner of superior beings among them all, but, on the con-
travy, that the superior ones are cntively distinet from tlie
inferior, it is not possible to find their common boundaries. 1
indeed, it was possible, this very thing itself would destroy their
peculiaritics, The thing songht canuot, therefore, be nscertained |
in this way. IIe will be alle, however, to define their peculiavi-’

* Tho Mulha-Draluye or the Universal Dissolution ocenrring at the end of
evory ‘‘Day of Brahma” is followed by a Universal Rebirth at the end of
tho ““Nicht of Brahma” which corresponds iu lenath of periodto the *“ Day.”
It is the beginning of such a vebirth that is considered by the vuigar minds
a3 the ““creation” of the world, whereas it is but one of the number of suc-
ceixive exictences in an infinite series of re-evolutions in the Eternity.
_'l'hcr(\forc, as Spirit and Mattor are one and cternal, the one being thrown
into objectivity by the other, and noue capable of asscrbing itself per s tor
our sensnal perceptions unless linked together, theso ‘fFntities” havo
“aliways” existed,—Ep. THEOS, :
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tics who perceives tho sameness of reason among the superior
beings, the many orders, for example, among the gods, and
again of the tutelary spirits and half-gods, and lastly among
souls, Dy venson of this, therefore, the propriety of the present
irquivy, its distinction, the manner in - which it s impossible,
and that in whieh it is possible, are manifest to us,

(To be continued.)
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A WELCOME JOURNAL,

The Plutonist—a new monthly « devoted chiefly to the

“dissemination of the Platonic philosophy in all its phases”

—is published at St. Louis, Mo, U. 8. A, and edited by
Mr. Thos. M. Jolson. Tts first three numbers—fot
Febrnary, March and April,—arve bhefore us, and it becomes
our agreeable duty to confess that so far the Platonist
]m.s redeemed all that it has promised and mueh more, Tt
18 a nrost interesting and useful publication. " Espeeially is
1t caleulated to meet the aspirations and demands of those
lovers of Gireck philosophy whose means do not allow of
too extensive purehiases of rare old books, as in the Platonist
they will find cverything worth reading iu that diree-
tion,  That branch of transcendentalism in the Greek phi-
losophy which Pythagoras defines as < the knowledge of
things divine and human” is extensively represented
by sclectious from the works of Plato, and from the best
passages from Proclus, Tamblichos, Hipparchos aiul others,
Every one of the articles is worth perusal, and their choico
denotes a cultivated mind alive to the present necessity
of awakening our dull gencrations to the sense of spiritual-
ity- which is daily dying out in them. In the April
number bestdes other interesting matter we find an article
by Dr. A, Wilder: « The Jast words of Sokrates”-—a sulject .
treated by its author as only such & natural-born theoso-
phist, as he is, can ‘treat it. It is a continnous flash of
lightning tearing asunder the deep shadowsof the hoary
Past, and showing what an abyss there exists between
real and false wisdom, the philosophy of the old pagans
and that of our modern-day philosophic pretenders......

So far, we arc sincerely charmed with the Platonist.
It comes in good time, and will {ill onc of the greatest
needs of our age.  Its value is the more enhanced in our’
sight by the promise we find in it from onr respected
friend and Brother, Professor Alexander Wilder to become
one of its chief contributors. The news is gratifying,
indeed.  We trust his too sensitive modesty may forgive
the enthusiastie, though never too exaggerated, opinion of
his sincere admirers and far away friends—if we repeat
again that which we all honestly beliove, namely, that
there is not in the United States o scholar more compe-
tent than himself to elucidate to the reader the Lidden
beauties, as well as the esoterie meaning underlying
Platonic philosophy.  There may be move brilliant Greck
scholars than he is, for all we know—and we are not sure
even of that—there are none better qualified than he is
for the difficult task of cxplaining Plato—the subtlest
controversialist among all the Greek philosophers, as well |
as the most charining mystic, whose fascinating exposition
of the enigmas of transcendental philosophy and  exhanst-*
less faney relieve the rigour of his dialectical methods with'
whiclt the perplexed reader has constantly to grapple—°
without solving for it their sceret meaning. Itis from
these shadowy and thorny paths of Plato’s dialecties that
we look to Dr. Wilder to lead the reader out into more
sunlit roads in the Dlafonist ; and sure as we feel of his
ability to do s0, we Wwarmly recommend the new journal
to our friends and philosophically-inelined readers. |

for itsclf, by‘

We will now. let that mountlily speak
reprinting its short ]’1'os]>ecl’lcs.

“In this degenerated age, when the senses are apotheosized,
materialism alisuedly -considered philosophy, folly and ignorance
popularized, and the dictun, “ Get money, eat, dvink, andbe meury,
for {to-morrow we die,” exemplifies the actions of millions of
mankjnd, there certainly is a necessity for a journal which shall be
acaudid, - bold, and foarless expouent of the Ilatonic Philosophy
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—a philosophy totally subversive of sensualism, materialism, folly,
«nd ignorance.
ity and divinity of the human soul, and posils its highest happiness
as an approximation to, and union with, the Absolute One. Its

mission i3 to release the soul from the bonds of matter, to lead it to -

the vision of true being,—-from images to realities,—and in short,
to elevate it from a senstible to an intellectual life. )

THE PLATONIST promises to contain : (1.) Original articles, reviews,
and comments.  Special attention will be given to the elucidation
and practical application of the Platonic Ethics. It will be demon-
slrated that there are some things worthier of the time and study
of a rational being than politics, amnsements, and money getting,
(2.) Translations of the writings of the Platonic philosophers,
Many of these inestimable works are still unknown even to scholars,
(3.) Republications of valuable out-of-print treatises. The republi-
cation of the writings of Thomas Taylor, that noble and most
genuine Platonist of modern times will be made a  specialty, (4.)
Biographical sketches of the heroes of philosophy.

The Editor will endeavour to make THE PritoNisT interesting
and valuable alike to the thinker, the scholar, and the philosopher,

Price $ 2.00 per annum, in advanee.

Foreign subseribers, Ry, 8 postage prepaid,

Single copies, twenty-five cents.

International P. O, orders wust be made payable at the St. Louis
office,

Address all Ietters, contributions, ete., to the Editor.

Osceala, St, Clair County, Mo,

(Concluded from the last month.)

THE MOTHER-LAND OF NATIONS.
BY MIRZA MOORAD ALEE BEG, F.T.S.

Although the kaown antiquity of the Aryan race ap-
pears thus to ascend higher than that of any other we
have hitherto examined, yet it would be as well to here
notice some generalized conclusions which are to be drawn
from the myths, legends, and philology of other races. In
a word, with the single exception of the Egyptians, whose
primeval story archwologists have yet been umable to
splice on to the general current of pre-historic history, the
origin of all the stocks seems, if it 1s allo“"able to use the
expression, to have a “ trend” towards Asia, north of the
Himalayas. The successive inhabitants of Britain, the
Black Race (the Giants) the Yellow Neolithians (the
Elves), the Kymurskelts and the Gallo-kelts, are all repre-
sented as entering from the south and east. The
Basques have a tradition of their eastern origin. It is
thought that indications of the same Western migration
“are to be found in what is known of the Lake-Dwellers,
The whole of the Keltic tribes, and of the Kimmerians,
and Pelasgoi are all first discovered forcing their way
westward,  The Teutons notoriously fought their way
south and west after reaching the ends of the earth to
the north, which they had done in their progress from
the south-east. The latter part of this applies as well
to the Slavs. The Shemite traditions point to a progress
south-west from the mountains of Armenia. The Chinese
descended the courses of their great rivers eastward from
the interior of Asia. In “historic” times we see Skythian
and Sarmatian, Hun aud Avar, Turk and Magyar,
Mooghul, Oosbuk and Mantchoo, Eleuth and Tunguz,
alike migrating «@eay from Central Asia. The Malays
and Indo-Chinese nations all say they came from the
North. No matter in what land ov in what period of
history we look at a people, so long as they do not belong
to the “ Autochthonic” races, we always find that, in their
migrations, their backs were towards the district we allude
to.  Alowing, of course, for what may be accidental or
abnormal eccentricities produced by the configuration of
the continents or contact with more powerful nations,
the paths of all form radii to the desert of Kobi as a
centre. Lven al this very day, the course of colonization
is weay from it, to America and Australia, and Africa and
Polynesia. What can this mean? There must be some
reason for a phenomenon so marked and universal. Per-
haps au examination of the physical characteristics of
the region may help us to an explanation. The first
thing we see 1s that the tract in question—a vast oblong
basin, the centre of which is occupied by a desert
of shifting. sand into which rivers from the surround-
ing slopes lose themselves, . Beyond this the slopes lead-
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ing towards it are (more or less. in proportion to their
breadth) habitable and studded with lakes which somehow
give the impression of pools of water left behind to a bird's--
eye view. Then eastward comes a series of inclined plains
and mountain ranges bounding it in the direction of
China. To the south other slopes and ranges lead to the
plateaux of Thibet and Ladak, between which and the
Himalayas are the Manasarowar and the course of the
Brahma-Pootra. Northward are another series of plateaux
and ranges of which the Atlai &ec. are the best known. To
the east and south-east the geography is more complicat-
ed.  The sandy desert-proper extends almost to Zungaria,
whence again a number of plateaux and ranges of unequal
elevation take us to the hills and passes of the Naryn,
whence there is again a steady slope westward by the val-
leys of the Oxus and Jaxartes to the seas of Aral and
Caspian. The Part, however, to which we particularly
wish to direct the reader’s attention is further to the
south. In a position which may be described best as
between Ladak, Eusufznee, Wakhan and Yarkand, lies a
region yet very imperfectly known to geographers, and
which is really a curious jumble of mountain peaks and
elevated plateaux intersected by frightful canons unap-
proachably deep through which rivers thunder after falling
headlong from tremendous precipices. In the western
and less rugged part of this in every way extraordinary
region, are the sources of the Oxus, and the country called
significantly, the “ Bam-i-Domya” or Roof of the World.
Another loose and mnot very strictly limited title for
portions of this territory, but more poperly ap-
plied to a more easterly portion is “the Pamir.”
Therein is Mount * * * * and the Valley of * * * * *,
Easterly beyond this is a still more rugged and distorted
district about the districts of Dardistan and Hunza. Tt
is through parts of the eastern limits of this territory,
which, taken as a whole, is more like the jumbled and
distorted ruins of a by-gone world than any thing else,
that the Indns makes its way from Ladak to India. And
thereby, it is said, hangs a tale which may be told some
day.

Having followed me thus far, the reader will be enabled
to judge of the probability or otherwise of the theory I
am about to lay before him. He will observe that the
Kobi lies in a sort of basin the lowest parts of the edges*
of which are—1. The Passes near the Naryn {from
Kashgar to Khokand, and leading down to the valley of
the Oxus and the Caspian Sea. 2. Sundry gorges in
the region of the Pamir, leading towards the Valley of
the Indus. 3. A certain secret Pass between the basin
of the Kobi and the Valley of the Brahimapootra, not far
from the Mansarowar, and which, it is said, is often used
by devotees and jogees in their trans-Himalayan journeys
for religious purposes. 4. The very lowest, as is sup-
posed, 1s a tremendous cleft said to lead by the northern
cidge of the Pamir towards Wakhan aud which is thought
to connect the Valley of the Indus with that of the Oxus.+
Of course, some part of it is sufticiently high to effectually
separate the water-shed, and any passage of this chasm is
beset with bouundless difficulties, but there are considerable
reasons for believing in its existence.}

But the reader will ask what all this is leading him to.
Let him have a little patience, and he will see. Hindu
scripture and tradition alike point to the fact that pre-
vious to the arrival of the Aryans in India, part of it was
already occupied by people more civilized than the black
tribes of the Central forests. They lived principally in’
Ceylon and South India, and under Rawan fought against
Réimchandra and his black allies.  As in Europe, the old

® By the edues of the basin I moan the highest point of land between it
and tho ocean in any direction and at any distance.

+ This connection is said by some to be subterranean in parts.

} Of course, we havo no means of giving in figures the levels indieated
above. 1In the majority of instances, they aro yet unknown to scientists, but
1 believe in the general theory and earnestly invite their criticisy and
asslance.
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pre-Aryan yellow people are remembered as  Elves"—so
i India the pre-Aryan yellow people are known as
Rakshas.

It may not be out of place to remind the reader here
that many of these Rakshas are represented in the Hindu
seriptures as possessed of marvellous powers which they
are sald to have wrung from the “ Gods” by “ Tup” or
austerities, in other words, by study and self-diseipline.
Passing by this, we shall have to sce who they were and
whence they came.  Modern seience has fixed on them
the name of Nravidians, because the region they occupied
was kuown in old timesas “ Dravida-Desha.”  The study
of the vestiges of their language has cansed it to be
classed as “ Turanian” and that of such other antiquities
as are probably relics of them, together with the general
lhints to be gathered from what is believed to have been
their influence on the physical appearance, architecture, tra-
dition, &c., of modern Southern India, and its people, points
to an affinity with the Indo-Chinese races. All the evi-
dence is so far consistent with what is very likely the
truth, that the stream of emigration to which they owed
their origin was one which bifurcating in the valley of the
Brahmapootra about Assam, sent 1ts other branch to
colonize Burma, Siam, and Kamboja. That migration had
descended the course of that River meuntioned ever since
the people composing it issued from the Pass near the Man-
sarowar on their way from Kobi, passing down by the delta
of the Ganges and along the seacoast: the Indian branch
of the migration avoided altogcther the vast hills and
forests of interior India, and finally settled in the fertile
and pleasant regions now known as Ceylon and the Madras
Presudency.

These people then were an off-shoot of that great so-
called “ Tooranic” race which oceupied in times of alnost
inconceivable antiquity the lands around Kobi. There
are reasons for belicving that it was ¢ pressure” on the
part of these people which compelled the Aryans (then less
civilized) to emigrate in various directions and that the
originul conception of the wars of Iran and Tooran
together with sundry, otherwise inexplicable, hints in the
Vedas, are derived from the dim recollection of this
primeval struggle.

But the question now suggests itselt—How it could
possibly happen that for so many thousaunds of years suc-
cessive circles, so to speak, of emigration should be found
forcing themselves ontward from this common centre ?
The present aspeet and circumstances of this country cer-
tainly would not, prima fucie, lead us to suspect the exist-
ence of such a phenomenon if history had not already
acquainted us with it :—immense seas of sand and bare
freezing plateaux ; high towering mountain chains de-
scénding in tremendous precipices from rocky summits
clad in ice and snow ; eternal glaciers wmelting to swift
rivers hurrying down rapid and waterfull through deep
chasms and along boulder-strewn beds only occasionally
clad with vegetation. Save for a few sheltered valleys
and comparatively tranquil parts of some river-courses
and the tracts around some of the lakes and some thickly-
wooded forest-gorges here and there, we sce nowlhere that
physical basis of life to which I alluded before. At pre-
sent the population is (in general) rude, scanty and scat-
tered, affording no earnest of the production of the count-
less hovdes formerly poured forth.  Furthermore, although
the original impulse given in primeval times to drive the
tide of emigration outward still, as we have seen, continues
to exert its influence at the extreme circumference of
what we may call the successive wave-circles of cmigra-
tion, yet at the centre a reaction has for some time visibly
sct in.  Various events well known—the return of the
Kirghis and Tartars from Russia: the emigration and
conquests of the latter towards Siberia and Turkestan :
the north-west spread of the Afghan race for the last
century or so: the extension of Chinese conquest and
emigration during the same period eastward into Thibet
and Manchooria: the recent tendency of Cashmere and
India under British guidance to push their way north-
ward—taken comprehensively, mean this, Central Asia,

asit is, is manifestly physically incompetent to do what it
did in the past, even excluding all considerations of the
advantages conferred on other nations by civilization, &e.
Even if Russia, Persia, China, and India, were no more
civilized than Clentral Asia, still the latter has no longer.
the power to throw out the successive waves of conquest
and migration which she once had, and the last of which
figures in history as the irruption of the Mongols. Why so?
I believe that the real reason is simply this—-that the
“ontward” impulse was given when Central Asia really
had the physical basis of a treurendous power, and that
the tradition—the “ empressment” continued up even to
a period when it was really almost lost. The temporary.
(very temporary when eompared with the results of prior
irruptions it shoukl be remembered) success of Chungiz
Khan’s hordes and their final repulse or absorption on all
Lands was the last and failing vibration of a chord struck
long before. And asthe visible type and testimony to
this, it is reported that the cities which formed the capitals
and residence of the last great Central Asian potentate®
have been since overwhelmed by the sands of the Kobi
and their very sites forgotten.

The solution of this problem is only to be gained by a
combination of tradition and geology. I believe that
scientists recognise the fact that the basin of the Kobi
represents the bed of an ancient ocean. Tradition con-
firms it in the accounts of the deluge and the churnings
of the sea. So does philology. In the very carliest rudi-
ments to which the ancient Avyan language can be traced
back—the word “ nau” “ ship” is to be found, How was
an inland people to acquire a knowledge of navigation ?
It may be said that “canoeing” is not so difficult of acquire-
ment, but the general context of traditional and historical
and philological facts does not secem to indicate that the
“ Nau” of the pre-Vedic Aryans was so simple,

When all these things are put together, there seems to

‘De no alternative but to admit the correctness of the fol-

lowing narrative, which, it is alleged, is corroborated by
still existing records which may some day be revealed.

This story is that in tines long distant, perhaps ante-
rior to the Glacial Period, the bed of Kobi was
occupied by a vast sea. The evaporation from this, con-
centrating and precipitated on the surrounding slopes,
poured itself back in a thousand fertilizing streams.
The hills and valleys of Central Asia were clothed in vast
primeval forests which retained humidity and maintained
the fertility of the tracts along the coasts of the inland
sea. These shores were inhabited by a race of “ Yellow”
men, of a type whicli is now (as a people and in their origi-
nal purity) virtually extinet. Here it was that one of the
early (for the secret of the first is said to lie still farther
back) civilizations was developed, and it was of a charac-
ter which from its being entirely and specifically different
from any thing now extant, is almost indeseribable, and if
describable would be wnrealizable. Suffice it to say that
faint traces or rather hints of its character are discernible
in the customs, religions, antiquities, and science of China
and Japan, Mexico and Peru,t but in an extraordinary
corrupted and degraded . state.

These people, in short, were in some things what we
should call infinitely superior, in other things infinitely
inferior to the present races. Secrets known to us were
unknown to them—Secrets known to them are unknown
to us! But living, as they did, in what, for want of a
better word, we may call a newer world—when the vital
forces of earth were in a state of greater activity
than at present—their perception of causes and their
general grasp of principles was greater—and their mental
vision being less clouded by prejudice was more apt

* The carcer of Timoor the Lama does not properly form one of the
great phonomena I am alluding to, being more of a political and wmilitary
incident like the career of Alexander than a huge ethnological revolution.
Even if it is clnimed as such, its effects being «till more evanescent, my
argument still holds good, ax it was later still.

+ Recently the Quichua roots and simple words, ns numerals &e., havo
been found to have an unmistakable affinity to Sanskrit.

+ Many pro-historie implements are discovered of which the use ia un.
known.
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to the perception of truth. Hence they had discovered
some of the mysteries of nature which are still unknown
now to the world. It was this people then, who, in
their increase, pushed the Aryans and other races back
from the shores of the Kobi, and from whose records
most of the religions of the world derive their
legends and doctrines. The phrascology in which they
expressed themselves differed from owrs, the very truths,
of their doctrines have been distorted in the process of
transmission into absurd fables. Words have been mis-
taken for things : ideas for actualities : and symbols for
idols ; and the perversion of the science of the primeval race
has cursed the world with irrational systems alleged to
have divine anthority, even as the dim traditions of the old
sages (as the Titans, the Rooshees, the Elohim, the « child-
ren of the Sun,” Manko Capac and Mama Oecllo Quet-
zal-Koath &c) have been used to raise them to the dignity.
of personal Gods and confound them at once with the
Totality and First Canse of the cosmic phenomena and the
Abstractions of the mind. It is believed that when.
Central Asia was the sole custodian of civilization, the
impulse then given to the tide of knowledge and emigra-
tion has continned up to our own times in expanding cir-
cles, when, the limits of the earth being at last reached,
the reaction is beginning. But to this race, as to every
thing clse in this Universe, the end cume at last.  Eren if
it were possible it would be considered by the world as
the affectation of 7mpossible knowledge if any one was to
detail the convulsion which set in operation the natural,
causes which drained the Kobi sea. But the remembrance
of the ocenrrence is, as we said, preserved in the traditions
of the deluge and the churning of the sea. The « child-
dren of the Gods” gradually disappeared, but it is claimed
that the so-called “ occult mysteries”——in other words the
scerets of nature which ey knew and we do not,—have
been handed down under the veil of mystery in various
lands through countless ages. The “ mysteries” of religion
and the “ secrots” of magic are equally distortions of
these. It is also alleged that by virtue of sundry of these
seerets survivors of this race® still exist, in parts of the
fastnesses to which we have alluded. It is said that
thongh many have dropped out of existence from various
causcs, the ranks of “ the Adepts” have been constantly
recruited by a fresh but scanty supply of faithful disci-
ples, who have dared to surmount the dangers to Wwhich
modern nature is liable in grappling with the sccrets of
the past and the secret world. It is said that initiation
into these secrets confers wondrous powers, but that such can
only be exercised on the condition of devoting them to
the highest purposes. It is further claimed that every
real improvement in the physical and mental nature of
man has been wrought, directly or indirectly, by the in-
fluence of these “ adepts,” and that further developments
in science and cthics are to be expected from the same
source. .

The truth of these expectations time must decide
upon. Al that can be said is that History, Science, and
Tradition appear to combine to support the existence of
some mystery in the “ Motherland of Nations.”

WHEN IEOPLE DEPART THIS WORLD, THE RICHES TIHHEY
have amassed with great labour remain at home, without
venturing to follow cven a step behind the coffin; their
neavest relatives and dearest friends will not proceed a
step beyond the grave-yard ; but those that follow: them
beyond the grave arc only their merits and demerits.

* Tt must net, however, be supposed that any great number of theso con-
stitute what are now known to the initinted as the ““ Adepts” ov ““ Brothers.”
Tho majority of these are said to Le pure Aryans of the highest Cauessian
races, because, these having, in historie times, inhorited the finest physical
and intelleetual development, the acquirement of the occult secrets which
demand the utmost resourees of mind and bady, have proved easier to them
than others. Still it is believed that survivors of all raves, especinlly of the adja-
cent Turanian Rnddbists, are among them, as a raee, /n itself, isno barrier to
tho attninment of occult lore save by reason of physieal and mental inadapta-
tion. The author has to state that he has more knowledge on these subjeets
than he is at liberty to publish,

A GOOD CITANCE FOR INDIAN COTTON MEX,'

Houn. Edward Atkinson, the celebrated statistician and:
political economist of Boston, America, has written further
to Col.: Olcott about the preparation of food-grain from
the cotton-seeds. Old subscribers will find upon refér-
ence that the topic was broached at p. 32 of vol. 1..
Under date of March 8 hesays: “ At present the only
process is to remove the hull, and to press out the oil 3
but the most powerful presses leave a good deal of oil in
the cotton sced, somewhat to its detriment. A method of
treating the kernel with naphtha is coming into vogue,
which will leave the kernel perfectly dry, and in good
condition for food for cattle, and possibly for human.
beings. This naphtha treatment is rapidly displacing the
mechanical treatment of linsecd in the. West.” . '[

My, Atkinson adds “ I send you herewith a pamplhlet in
which I have proposed an exhibition to be devoted to
cotton and cotton products, to be held in Atlanta, Georgia,-

next autumn. The money has been raised, and the
exhibition is to be held. It may interest some of your:
East Indian friends to contribute.” -

Mr. Atkinson’s pamphlet isa report of his eloquent:
and instructive Address to a public mecting at Atlanta in.
October last. He sets forth at length and with perspicuity,
the reasons why an International Cotton Exposition should
be held at that great centre of the Southern Cotton
field. Upon the plan sketched out by My, Atkinson, this
exposition will be as perfect, in its way, as regards an
iHustration of all the details of the cotton interest, as the
approaching electrical exposition al Paris will be in the
matter of electricity. We learn that “ it is intended.
to represent every thing that concerns the growth of .the
plant, the fertilisation and treatment of the crop, the
handling of the staple in every shape, and the commercial
disposal of raw cotton ; and also its manufacture in every
form, the kind of mills and machinery for such purposes,
and all that the most recent invention may atford for the
improvement of these processes.”

It is beyond question that incaleulable benefit would
be done to the Indian cotton industry if the spinning
and weaving companics would send a sharp committee.
to attend this cxposition and.make notes of what they
might sce,

JIINDUS 1IN JAVA.
(4 stray leaf from India’s forgotten past.)

“Tt is generally regarded as an axiom that India pos-
sesses no national history” is Colonel Todd’s sad remark
in his Aanals of Rajasihan. And, he might have
added with as much truth : “ India has whole blank
chapters even in the dim réminiscences and traditions
which pass for her history ; events of the greatest moment
and importance entirely obliterated and lost for ever
from the memory of the modern Hindu, periods which
have ceased to live even in his folklore - '

Unable to claim a thorongh acquaintance with -all of
the few historical facts vedecined from the great national
wreek of India’s Annals it would be lacking prudence. to
affirm as a fact that the event which forms the subject of
the present article is entively unknown to the historians
of this country. But a carcful enquiry was made as to
the mnational version of that expedition, and no one
scemed to know anything about it. Young graduates,
L. L. B.’s, and old Pundits the outside of whose heads was
covered with the frost of many winters while the iuside
was full of old traditions and every information contained
in the Shastras, and the answer obtained was invariably
the same—* No, we know nothing of such a colonization..,
Our laws and customs could never have permitted our
Brahmins and Kshatriyas to cross the Kalapant*......”

Their presence at some period or other on-the islands
of the Malay Archipelago is nevertheless an undeniable
fact. In the abscnce of strictly historical records then, we

f—

* ¢ Dark waters”, the Ocean, or Sea,
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call dmw but inferential conclusions hom tlu, lL(,OldS tllcy
have left bebind them; and little as it offers to us, that
little appears to possess intensce interest. 1t clearly shows
that cither (@) the DBrahianical caste-laws are not
of such an immense antiquity ds claimed by Lmhnmm or
(b)) that their expedition to Java preceded Manu’s Llws
henee—is older than the Trojan war, hiaving taken l)lace
at that epoch of the most ancient ]1)11111 poctl), when yet
quite free from Brahmanic trammels, the Aryan Hindus
had no easte, and buoyant with life were cager for strife
and kuowledge, and 1e'uly to go in scarch of the latter even
beyond the great black waters.  Previous to the cleventh
century of our e, the history of Java is involved in fable
and obscurity. Hence, the generally accepted theory that
the Hindus must lmvo visited the island “cither as emi-
grants or conquerors’ from the sixth to the ecleventh cen-
tury. This is a conjecture, however, based on no serious
ground whatever; an idle conjecture, and no more. Seven
or cight centuries do not constitute a period of so great
a duration as to sufliciently account for the fact that an
event of such an lmportance as the colonization of a
country by a foreign race, which brought to it a counsider-
able degree of civilization, founded kingdoms and con-
verted the natives to Brahmanism, has been so entirely
effaced from the memory of the aborigines as to leave them
absolutely ignorant as to the most important features of
the great national reforms, namely, whether it was effected
by fon(plwt or peaceful persuasion.  As *“ emigrants” their
number could not be sufficiently large to splcud over the
archipelago ; and the lessons of lnstory, moreover, show ns
that peaceful colonies are far apter to fall off from the faith
of their ancestors and aceept the religion of the country in
whicli they have been long scttled, thau to convert those
around them to their own,

Hoewever it may be, Java, at lcast among the Malay
islauds, was at one time throughout Bralimanical. From
“ Brahma” one of the three cones several Lundred feet
in hieight which rise from the centre of the largest volea-
nie crater on the globe*—the Tenger crater,f—down to
the very name of the island—the word Java being strongly
suspected by the philologists to be derived from the Sans-
krit “ Javana” and Yavana which both related to Jonia
as names of Greece, Bactria, and other foreign countries——
aud its language found by Domeny de Rienzi to have
arisen from the language of the Bugis of Celebes,
by an admixture of M'llny and ganskut—evmytlnntr
bespeaks of Java having been once upon a time a
thorough Brahmanical coulmy nnder the  domination
of the Sanskrit-speaking Aryas. And that fact alone, by
the bye, is sufficient to upset the aceredited theory of the
Hindus having appeared at Java at so late a period of onr
history. Sanskrit has ccased to be the vernacular lan-
auage of the Hindus for quite 2,000 years past, and las,
since then, been kept artificially in use, like the Latin in
Europe, and its preservation is entirely due to the labors
of learned men—Ilexicographers and grammarians  who
have saved it from destruction, utilizing it as the means
of learned intercourse. Unless the Ilindn cmigrants
were all composed of pundits, low could Sanskrit hLave
crept into the Javanese vernacular 2 The presence of
Malabaric words, not only in the Javanese but also in the
idioms of Sumatra, and Madagascar can casily be attri-
buted to a later intercourse with Dravidian peoples—an
intercourse brought on by the ancient Aryan settlers
themselves.

In religion the Javancse are now mostly Mahomedans ;
but it is only in the fifteenih century that we find the Pro-

* \¥ith one exception, however, as we are informed by Science— that of
Klilanea in the Sandwich or Ilm\nunu Tslands,

+ There arve 46 volcanoes—twenty of these in a constant state of activity —
in that range of mountains which crosses the centre of the island from one
end to the other. Tho peaks vary In height from 4,000 to 12,000 fect.
The Tenger mountain (oast part of the lsl'md) is about 8,000 fcct and its
crater is more than a 1,000 feet below the hirhest point of the niountain.
“ Brahma” is in constaut activity as the geolom«,dl formation of Java is
bighly voleanic. Mud volcanocs furnishing a good supply of muriate of soda
aro a3 numerous in the lowlands as mineral bot springs,
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phet’s Luth lhas a]most entudy delaced Bralmanisin,and
Buddhism, the Malay Islands having been divided between
these two ancient religions, centuries back before Christian-
ity, as we are informed by a Malayan. Bantam, the last of
the Hindu,States was conquered in 1480,and from that time
forward Hinduism was ferociously persecuted, first by the
Mussulmans, then by the Dutch who took possession of a
portion of the island by treason, agreeably to the old
traditional policy of Christian conquerors among Asiatics,*
in 1677.  Since then, they began getting possession of it
inch by inch, when between 1740-50 they became its sole
and undivided masters,  The small island of Bali is the
only one to preserve to this day the Devanagari alphabet,

and with the ancient letters of India it has 1)1escnul like-
wisc its Brahmanical religion. The Lavi—the ancicut sacred
language of Java,—consists of more than six parts of Sanskuit,
owing to “ Brahmauical immigration at the beginning of
our cra’—as our philologists think. The kavi is to the
Javanese what Sanskrit is to the Hindus, the language
of their gods and of their literature. The ¢ Rama-kavi”
1s the Javanese “ Ramayana,” the subject being the same
and evidently but a trauslation, The ancient havi letters
are almost like those of the Sanskrit, while the most
modern resemble the square Pali, the writing running
from left to right, cach letter being connccted with the
others in words, and these following onc another without
any space left between them—again as in the Sauskrit,
One of the most ancient local traditions aseribes the in-
troduction of writing as well as of the Brahmanical religion
and political institutions identical with the older laws of
Manu—to a hero they name AjyaiSaya B
namne, we must think. Inseriptions in anclent Devma-
gari near the ruins of Brahm-banan and Sinagasari, are
numerous and the fleld of paleography affords a rich
harvest in Java.  Among its subjects which are divided
in four classes the Chandra-Sungkale (light of royal days
or dates) descrves attentiun, as it consists in the sclection
of sucli words, symbolic of numbers, as may also express
a fact that is to be recorded. “Thus, for instauce, the
date of the destruction of Majapahit, a most important in
Javanese history (1400) is thus inscribed reading from
right to lefi:

Sirna (0) ilang (0) kertaning (4) DBami (1) « Lost and
gone (is) (the) work (pride of the earth (land).”

The date of certain long graves at gresick, near the
tomb of the princess of Chertal (1313) is thus written :

Kaya (3) vulan (1) putn' (8) dkw (1) « Like (to the
moon princess (that) was.”

To conclude, it will be sutfictent to give the list of some
of the puncqml Javaunese works—faumous in that literature,
which, according to the admission of our best 1)&1(,031&-
phers and philologists dates from the commiencement of
our era, tosce 1n them the most intimate connection
with  tuc literature of the Hindu Aryans. Both
priucipally relate to subjects of a mythical (2) and ethical
character.  Prominent among such are the Pepakem
(book) or Sejaral (history) 5 AManck-Uaya, the Javanese
genesis, in_ which Buddhism predominates ; the Kanda
( Sansk. Ahandate fragment, scction ) ; Vivaha-bavi
(matrimonial pocm) about a Ruasaksa (cvil Spirit) who
courts a Vidadurt (nymph) ; Rama-kavi, or the «“ Ramay-
ana” ; Larikespit, « Al]u:.as Grandson” ; and Aintarage,
poem on AlJllll{l in the Iudra (Mountain). All of the
above compositions belong to the days of Ajya Saya Baya—
the Javanese Oannes who like tlie Chaldean man-fish
came out of the oceau, it would seem, to civilize them.

. Among the ethical works are found mniore recent composi-

tions, (about the thirteenth century) such as Niti Sastra
Tavi, and Sruti where allusions to Islam are already found.
But the Brate-Yudha (“Holy War”) is an epos mostly
on the deeds of Arjuna, being an episode of the “ Maha-

* Having pppeared in Java in 1596 as traders, in 1610 the Dutch sought
and obt'nned permission of the native rulers to bmll a fort ncar the sﬂ:e of
the present city of . Batavia, and in 1677 obtained a cousiderable territory
by conquest as they soon got iuvolved in wars with tho natives. In 1811
Java was conquored flOlll “the Dutch by the Bntlsh and thul returned to
them jn 1816,

t Usher dig kavi-Sprache (vol, iii, 1836-9) by W, Yon [lumboldt,”
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bliarata,” in 712 stanzas. The Sastira Manava is a Java-
nese imitation of the ordinances of the Indian Manu ; and,
among the romantic cempositions of an clegiac form,
stand prominent the adventures of the popular hero
Pandjue, in which name no Hindu will find 1t difficult to
recognize the familiar one of Pandu one of the fraternal
group of the Pandavas.  As in India many of the ancient
cyclopean ruins, remarkable  temples and moss-covered
fanes with whicli the island abounds, are attributed to the
workmanship of these mysterious, though we dare not
say mythical —Brothers who are made to play such a pro-
minent part in the ancient Solar and lunar strife of this
country.

A Fellow of the Theosophical Society, an European Gen-
tleman, who has settled and lived for yeais in Java, Baron
F. Yon Tengnagell, will, it is hoped, soon furnish the
THEosoPHIST with a far more elaborate description of tho
past relations between Java and India than the present
article claims to give. The subject is of absorbing in-
terest to the Hindus and as such deserves deeper study
and attention,

“THE CLAIMS OF OCCULTISAM
BY H. T. B

This is the heading of an article T find in o London
publication, a new weckly called Light and described as
a “JOURNAL DrvoTeD To THE HIGHEST INTERESTS OF
Hunmax1Ty, 8ot HERE AND HEREAFTER” It is a good

and useful journal ; and, if I may judge by the only -

two numbers I have ever secn, one, wlhose dignified
tone will prove far more persuasive with the public than
the passionate and often rude remarks passed on their
opponents and sceptics by its “spiritual ” contemporaries,
The article to which I wish to call attention, is signed by a
familiar name, nom de plume—=M, A, Oxon,” that of a
profoundly sympathetic writer, of a personal and estecm-
ed friend; of one, in short, who, I trust, whether Le
remains friendly or antagonistic to our views, would
never confound the doctrine with its adherents, or, put-
ting it more plainly, visit the sius of the occultists upon
oceultism and—vice versd. ‘

It is with consulerable interest and attention then,
that the present writer has read “ The claims of Occult-
ism.”  As everything clse coming from M. A. Oxon’s pen,
it bears a peculiar stamp, not only of originality, but
of that intense individuality, that quiet but determined
resolution to bring every new phasis, every discovery
in Psychological sciences back to its (to him) first prin-
ciples Spiritualism.  And when writing the word, I
do not meau by it the vulgar “seance room™ spiritual-
ism which “M, A, Oxon™ has from the very first out-
grown ; but that primitive idea,” which underlies all the
subsequent theories ; the old parent root from which have
sprung the modern weeds, namely,—belief in a guardian
angel, or a tutclary spirit, who, whether his charge
is conscious of it or not—7. e, mediumistic or nonmedi-
umistic——is placed by a still higher power over every
( baptized 7) mortal to watch over bis actions during
life.  Aml this, if not the correet outline of M. A.
Oxon’s faith, is undoubtedly the main idea of all the Clnist-
jan-born Spiritualists past, present and future. The
doctrine Christian as it now may be—and pre-eminently
Roman Catholic it is has not originated, as we all
know, with the Christian but with the Pagan  world.
Besides, being represented in the tutelary Dafmon of
Sokrates, that ancient “ guide ” of whom our Spiritualists
make the most they can—it is the doctrine of the Alexan-
drian Greek theurgists, of the Zoroastrians, and of the
later Babylonian Jews, one, moreover, sadly disfigured
by the successors of all these the Christians. It
matters little though, for we are now concerned but
with the “personal views of M. A. Oxon which le
sets in opposition to those of some Theosoplists,

His doctrine then seems to us more than ever to centre
in, and gyrate around, that main idea that the spirit of the
living man is iucapable of acting outside of its body
independently and per s ; but that it must needs be like
a tottering baby guided by his mother or nurse-—be led
on by some kind of spiritual strings by a disembodicd
spirit, an individuality entirely distinet from, and, at some
time even foreign to, himself, as such a spirit can only be a
human soul, having at some period or other, lived on this
planct of ours. T trust that I have now correctly stated
my friend’s belief which is that of most of the intellectual,
progressive, and liberal Spiritualists of our day, one,
morcover, shared by all those Theosophists who have joined
our movement by deserting tlie ranks of the of polloi of
Spiritualism. Nevertheless, and bound though we be to
respect the private opinions of those of our Brother-Fellows
who have started out at the research of truth by the sane
path as M. A, Oxon, however widely they may bave
diverged from the one we owselves follow—yet we
will always say that such is not the belief of «ll the
Theosophists—the writer iucluded.  For all that, we
shall not follow the nefarious example set to us by
most of the Spiritualists and their papers, which are as
bitter against us as most of the missionary sectarian papers
are agamst each other and the infidel Theosophists. We
will not quarrel, but simply argue, for « Light ! M.or'e
Light I is the rallying ery of both, progressive Spiri-
tualists and Theosophists. Having thus far explained
myself, “ M. A. Oxon” will take, I am sure, en bon Sui\q-
newr every remark that I may make on his aticle 1n
Light which 1 here quote verbatim. T will not break his

flowing narrative, but limit my answers to modest foot-
notes,

“ It is now some years since Spiritualists were stortled by the
publication of two ponderous volumes by Madame Blavatsky,
uuder the title of “ Isis Unveiled,” Those who mustered the
diversified contents of those large and closely printed pages,
upwards of twelve hundred in number, bore away a vague
impression that Spiritualizm had been freely handled not alto-
gether to its advantage, and  that a portentous claim had been
more ot less durkly set up for what was ealled Oceultism.  The
book was full of materiat—so full that I shall probably bé right
in saying that no one has mastered its contents so as to fully
grasp the author’s plan g but the material sadly needed reducing
1o order, and mnuy of the statements required elucidation, and
some, perhaps, limitation.* Morcover, the reader wanted a guide
to pilot him through the difliculties that he encountered on
every hand : and, nbove all, he sorely needed some more tungi-
ble hold on the history and pretensions of the mysterious Bro.
therhood for whom the author made such tremendous claims t

“It seemed vuin for any secker after truth to attempt to enter
into relations, however remote, with any adept of the Orvder of

.

* Itis ot the first time that the just reproach is wnjrarly laid at
my door. It is but too true, that “the material sudly needed
reducing to order,” but it never was my provinee to do so, as I gave
out one detachied chapter after the other and was quite ignorant as
Mr. Simiett correctly states in the “ Occult World,” whether 1 had
started upon a series of articles, one book or two looks. Neither
did I much care, It was my duty to give out sowe hiuts, to point
to the dangerous phases of modern Spiritualism, and to bring to
bear upon that question all the assertions and testimony of tho
ancient world and its sages that 1 could find—as an evidence to cor-
roborate my conclusions, I did the best I could, and knew how, If
the critics of /sis Unveiled but consider that (1) its author had
never studied the English language, and after learning it in her
childhood colloguiully had not spoken it hefore coming to Awmerica
Lalf-a-dozen of times during a period of many years ; (2) that
most of the doctrines (or shall we say hypotheses 1) given, had
to be translated from an Asiatic language 5 and (3) that most, if
not all of the quotations from, and references to, other works,--
some of these out of priut, and many inaccessible bug to the few—-
and which the author personally had never read or seen, though
the passages quoted were proved in each instance minutely
correct, then my friends would perhaps feel less critically in-
clined. However Isis Unweiled is but w natural entreé en matiers

- in the above article, and I must not loge time over its merits or

demerits,

t Indeed, the claims made for a “ Brotherhood” of living
wen, were never balf as pretentious as ‘those which are daily

made by the Spiritualists on behalf of the disembodied souly of
dead people |
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which Madame Blavatsky is the visible representative.  All
quostions were met with polite or decisive refusal to submit to
any examination of the pretensions made.  The Brothers would
receive an inquirer only after he had demonstrated his truth,
honesty, and cournge by an indefinitely prolonged probation.
They sought no one 5 they promised to reecive noune* Mean-
time, they rejected no one who was persevering cnough to go
forward in the prescribed path of training by which alone the
Divine powers of the human spirit can, they allege, be
developed.

“The only palpable outcome of all this claborate cffort at
humaun enlightment was the foundation in Americn of the Theo-
sophieal Society, which has been the accepted, though not the
preseribed, organisation of the Occult Brotherhood. t+ They
would utilize the Society, but they would not advise as to the
methods by which it sheuld be regulated, nor guarantee it any
special aid, except in so far as to give the very guarded promise
that whatever aid might at any time be vouchsafed by them to
inquiring humanity wonld come, if at all, through that channel.
It must be ndmitted that this was a microscopicaily small erumb
of comfort to full from so richly laden a table as Madame Bla-
vatsky had depicted.  But Theosophizts had to be content, or, at
lenst, silent : and so they betook themselves, some of them, to
reflection.

“ What ground had they for belief in the existence of theso
Brothers, adepts who had a mastery over the scerets of nature
which dwarfed the results of modern scientific rescarch, who
had gaiued the profoundest knowledge—* Know  thyself;” and
could demonstrate by actual experiment the transcendent powers
of the human spirit, xpurning time and  space, and proving the
existence of Soul by the methods of exuct experimental science 7
W Lt ground for such claims existed outside of that ‘wn which
the Theosophical Society rested ?

« Tor a long time, the answer was of the vaguest. Dut event-
nally evidence was gathered, and in this book 1 we have ¥Mr.
Signett coming forward to give us the benefit of his own re-
gearchies into the matter, and expeciglly to give us his correspond-
ence with Koot 1loomi, an adept and member of the Brother-
liood, whio had entered into closer relutions, still, iowever, of a
secondary nature, § with bim than had been vouchsafed to
other men.  These letters are of an extremely striking nature,
and their own intrinsie value is high,  This is greatly enhanced
by the souree from which they come, and the light they throw
upon the mental attitude of these Thibetan recluses to whom
the world and the things of the world are alike witliout interest,
gave ju so far as they can ameliorate man’s state, and teach
Lim to develope nud use his powers.

« Another fruitful subject of questioning among those who
leuned to theosophical study wasas to the nature of these occult
powers, Lt was impossible to construct from * lsis Unveiled”
any exact scheme, supported by adequate testimony, or by
sutlicient evidence from any proper source, of what was actually
claimed for the adept.  Madame Blavatzky herself, though mak-
ing no preteusion to having attained the full development of those
whose representative she was, possessed certain oceult powers
that scemed to the Spiritualist stravgely like those of medium-
ghip. || This, however, she dizelaimed witli much indignation.
A medium, she explained, was but a poor creature, a sort of
conduit through which any foul strean might be conveyed, a
gns-pipc by means of which gus of' a very low power of illumina-
tion reached this carth.,  And much pains was taken to show that

* No more do they now,

1t We heg to draw to this sentence the attention of all those
of our fellows and friends in the West as in India, who felt inclined
to eitlier disbelieve in, or accuse the “Brothers of the 1st Section ”
ou aceount of the administrative mistakes and shorteomings
of the Theosophical Socicty. From the first the Fellows were
notified that the first Section might issue occasionally orders to those
who knew them personally, yet 'h:ul never promised to guide, or
even protect, cither the Body or its members,

1 “"The Occult World.,” By A, P, Siunett,

§ With My, Sinnett—and only so far, IHis relations with a
few otlier fellows have been as personal as tliey might desire,

(I Medium—in the scuse of the postman who Lrings a letter
from one living person to another; in the sense of an assistant
electrician  whose master tells him how to turn this screw and
arrange that wire in the Dattery ; never in the sense of a
Spirituad medium, “Madame Blavatsky™ neither needed nor did she
ever make use of either dark seance-rooms, cabinets, “trance-state,”
“hiarmony “ nor any of the huudreds of conditions required by the
sussive mediums who know not what is going to oceur. She always
:mew leforehand, and could state what was going to lmppeu
save infallibly answering cach time for complete success,

_conlnined in Mr. Sinnett’s book is similar to that

the water was very foul, nud that the gas was derived from a
source that, if at all Spiritual, was such as we, who craved
true illumination, should by no means be content with. 1t
is impossible to deny that the condition of public Spiritualism
in America, at the time when these strictures were passed
upon it, was such as to warrant grave censure. It had hecome
sutlied in the minds of observers, who viewed it from without,
and who were not acquainted with its redeeming feutures
by association with impurity and. fraud. The mistake was
to assume that this was the complexion of Spiritualism in
itsclf, and not of Spiritualism as depraved by adventitious
causes. This, however, was assumed. If we desired true
light, then we were told that we must crush out mediumship,
close the doors through which the mere Spiritual loafer came
to perplex and ruin us, and seek for the trno adepts who
alone could safely pilot us in our search. These, it was ex-
plained, had by no means given up the right of entranee to
their Spiritual house to any chauce Spirit that might take
a funey to enter. They held the key, and kept intruders out,
while, by unaided powers of their own, they performed wonders
before which medial plienomena paled.  This was the ouly
method of safety ;3 aund these powers, inherent in all men,
though susceptible of development ouly in the purest, and
then with difliculty, were the only means by which the
adept worked.

“ Some Theosophists demonstrated by practical experiment
that there is o foundation of trath in those pretensions, 1 am
not aware whether any has found himself able to separate quite
couclusively letween bis own unaided efforts and those in
whicl external Spivit has had a share.  There is, however,
one very noteworthy fact which gives & clue to the differencq
between the methods of the Spivitualist and the Oceultist, I
medium is a passive recipient of Spirit-influence.  The adepg
is an nctive, cnergising, conscious creator of results whicl,
he knowingly produces, and of which evidence exists and
can be sifted.  Spiritualists havo been slow Lo accept this
nceount of what they are familinr with in another s]mpc.
Theosophists huve been cqually slow to estimate the facts
and theories of Spivitualism  with candour and patience,  Mr.,
Sinnett records rany remarkable experiences of his own,
which are well worthy of study, and which may lead thosa
who now approuch these phenomena from opposite sides to
pouder whether there may not be a common  ground on which
they can meet. We do not kiow so mucli of the workine
of spirit that we can afford to pass by contemptuously any tmcc:
of its operation. Be we Spiritualists or Theosoplists—odd names
to ticket ourselves with I—we arve all looking for evidenca
of the wheitee and whither of humanity. Wo want to kuow some-
what of the great mystery of life, and to pry a little into the
no Jess sublime mystery of deatlh. We ave gathering day
by day more cvidence that is becoming bewildering in its
minute perplexities.  Wo want to get light {rem all sources 3
let us be patient, tolerant of divergent opiunion, quick o recos-
nise the tiny hold that any one soul can have on truth, m?d
the multiform variety in which that which we eall Trath is
presented to man’s view. s it strange that we sliould see various
sides of it 7 Can we not see that it must needs be so ?  Can
we not wait for the final moment of reconciliation, when we
shall see with clearer eye, nud understand as now we cannot ?

¢« There ismuchiin Mr, Sinuett’s little book that may help
those who aro trying to assume this mental attitude,” The
philosophy that it countains is clearly stated, and affords rich
material for thought. The facts recorded are set forth with
scientific accuracy, and must profoundly impress the careful
and condid reader. The glimpses revesled of this silent
Brotherhood, in its lonely Liome on one of the slopes of the
mountuing of Thibet, working to solve the thighty problem
aud to confer on humanity such benefits as it can reveive !ll'E;
impressive enough even to the Philistine scoptic. 1f ,tlxey
ghould indeed be flashes of o greater truth, now only dimly
revealed, the importance of such revelation is not to be mene
sured in words,

“ Be tlns,'lxowfz\'cr, ag it may—and there are many points
on whigh light is nccessary before a decisive opinion can
be pronounced—there is no doubt whatever that the philosnphy

m i which
the great students of Theosophy in ages past have arrived at,
}t is a mere picee of nineteenth-century arrogance to pooh-pook
it as unworthy of attention by thoze on whom has flashed the
dazzling light of the Spirit circle. The facts recorded nre
at lenst as scientifically conclusive as any recorded ns Laving
happered ina dark séance, or under the ordinary conditions
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of Spiritualistic investigation. The letters of Koot Ioomi
are fruitful of suggesticn, and will repay careful study on
their own merits.  T'he whole book contnins only 172 poges,
and will not, therefore, unduly tux the reader’s patience. It

any instructed spiritualist will read it, and can say that there:

isnothing in it that adds to his knowledge, he will at least
have the satisfaction of having read both sides of the question,
and that should present itself to all candid thinkers as a para-
mount and imperative duty”. : : oo

.~ Following are extracts from lelters in reference fo the
same subject, published in the Spiritwalist anl written
by C. C. M.—a Theosophist,—md one Onesimus to whom
we will leave the privilege of eonfessing whether he i1s one or:
pot.  Both are written in defenco of Theosophy and ealled
forth by a sevies of covered and open attacks in the Lom‘hm
Spiritealist upon the  Brothers™ and i,_he Theosophical
Socicety gencrally, and thie Theosophists especinlly.

'l‘l-Il‘]()S()l’lli' AND SPIRITUALISM.
Lo the Editor of * The S[)irilu'r.rlisi.”

Sir,—1 might perhaps leave you to'sct‘llc' nccnmvnls‘ \?’il]l
your correspondent, J. K., and fo denand from i the proofs !vf'
his assertion that the “phenomena attendant npon.x'onl adeptship
are on an entirely different plane fl'()l.ll Sl):ll'itlli‘lll.‘\.‘ll‘.”.* Allow
me, however, fo ()\)501'\'(': t'lmr.. ”l(‘,' discussion is ot mlvnn(':'cd
by ignoring the single lllSl..lllcll0ll, in rcg_.'u-(l to evidence, 'wlm:h
T have endeavoured to poit out; ov by the wholly nns!nlwn
dement that I hiave not dented & that the whole l)gnltut
jssue depends on the azsertion of one_person, exeept fo L'ho‘
extent that a single witness, &e” Why is it, I ask again,
{hat we believe the statemnents of_mc(l.imns to ‘tlm cﬂo‘ul‘, that
the phenomenn are independent of thelr conscious \\'|ll=1l'|l(l
and that they are ignorant of the processes by wlich
these phenomena are produced 2 It is beeause we see thut
this is evidently the case, or beeause we have no cvulcr‘wc to
the conirary, and no reason to b(‘l.l(}\'(} that they are in fu.(:t
10, while excreising their powers, choose to (}15-
and to give the effeets the appearance of being
Now what would be the proper and
only p()ssible verilieation of L‘ho nppo..w'tc :lssm:lion, ‘llmt Lh.e
phenomena were caused by ’t.hcn' own will and scienee ? ()‘!)\'1-
ously, just such proofs of selection and cnn[‘l"ol as 1o medium
can give, and which are attested by Mi _bnn}ctt amd many
others in relation to the phenomena occurring in L_hc presence
of Madame Blavatsky. To ray that (hc. \\'l‘lo‘.c p(n’nt at issue
rests on the unsupported statement of this Indy is \v'lmlly to
the verifiention which gives that statement its only
ceientific value.  That Madame lilu\'fl.l.sky does not profess to
bo Lersclf the chiel” agent, but aseribes the power to oll‘lcr
mukes no difference as vegurds the distincticn

The same sort of evidence which would =up-
port her gtatement that she was herself the agent, is the proof
of her statement that the agent is another person, even t!mugh
of this person we have no direct ](nowlc.(lgu. ) l"m: the e\"ulcn('.e
does not depend on our knowlcdge of the individual n.ulecd,
ench knowledge would add nothing whatever to the evidenee

sbe

control,
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of liis powcrs..eee _

Further, 1 should like to ask J. I \Ivh'ut reason he has
for asserting that “ even the very fivst plnysl.cul and
psychical prineiples of true llJ('f)soj)lly und oceult science are
(lu.ite unkunown to, and unpr.actlscfl l.ly, t'h,(v’) m’cfnbcrs of l.lmt
organisation, the "Theozophical hocwt;:? Tho :ul_ml_sﬁlon‘,
frecly made, that they are 11‘r)t' Sadepts” 1>‘.y no nrlcnns'm}ol\'c:
<uell n complete avowal of ignorance .ot aRUEY priveiples.
1 can only say that so far as these fivst prineiples are cxl)(zlxllltle(l
in J. K8 letter, 1 believe that the meml,)crs.of lho.. Socicty
in question will 1'ec()gnise. .l,hese as truths with which lll_ey
are already perfectly familiar, T rpgl'et l.,hz‘\t a letter \V]ll.(:ll
otherwise might have becn read with .snhsfuct.mp as confain-
portant truth, should l».o gpoiled by (llF[)il'I'{lgOll'lCllL
of n socicty of which the \vrit,cr cvulcnll.): knows nnllnngh Nle
is this the first time that J. K. bas gratuitously :\Lt.:\cke(‘l it. Not
long ago, he was engaged (very 1)1'01)(':1'13', 1 thought) in vefut-
ing some manifestly spurious inventions about the Kabbalah,

i im
g s0mo 1
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* One. signing himself J. X, in the Spiritualist, and openly styling him
gelf and permitting the Editor of that paper to introduce Lim - as an
PP \]‘,1,-1'1"’ (") initiated into tho Oceult mystovies by a Ny c.k't("r]_l Hierophant
-—:mt.only dowbts the reality of the existence of Ilindn and Tibetan ** Bro-
hevs” or rather Juj-Yogis who arc m'r,l adepts but goues so far as to bint that
they are the creation of the Yhoesophist's (read Madame Blnvn?sl;y) faney.
Ev, THgos, . : B
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but in doing so, hie must needs full foul of the - Theosophical
Society, whicl had no move connection with those notions thaun
with uny olher anonymous vagavies. As to the Jastern fiater~
nity, he is confessedly as ignorant of them as lic is;,  apparcntly,
of Indian pliilosophy, and its applications; or of the highest:
spivitual attaininents of Yogis. It is the study of . these things
that enables some members of the Theosophical Socicty to
believe in iho actual existence of persons who have attained
the science, and realised the powers of coul.  In - that case)
lowever, such persens are not very likely to plead hefove .- 15
for his “impartial verdiet.,”. As- fur as Iemi make out, their
pogition inregard to the general public sud the Theosophis!
eal Society is this,  They do not regavd it -as at all important
that *their existence -should be generally . known awd believed:
i, But they do recognise in' the’ Theosophieal Bocicty an
organisation deveted to-the acquisition and’ dissemination of:
spivitunl knowledge and unsectarian religion..  As such® it may
be guiled and utilized when @ -munifests sufficient growtl:
and vitality for impottant purposes. . Jt was as-a  Brother-
hood of Ilumanity,” not as «a special training-school for:
ocenlt science, that the Society was formed. " Its- principles
oblige its mewbers to know no difference o’ their. regards
Detween: great and small, vich and poor, Christian and “lieathen ;™
and to endeavour to their utmost to subvert sll exclusive and:
arrogant. distinetions as. grounds of estimation: nmong .men.
How largo a field of influcnce and action thiy conception opens:
will be apparent to every one who veflects on the very- super-
ficial prevalence of what are ealled lIiberal ideas in the wvorld,
and especially on tho. anti-humanitarian effects  of religious-
dogimatism,  We seck, in.short, the realisation of the sociul
principle of which Jesus of Nazaveth was one of the greatest
exponcats. . We believe that the world is- vipening for thiy
movement, and that it may be advanced by anassociation whose.
members undertake a specinl and solemn obligation. to . realiso
practieally among themselves the prineiples inculeated.  These,
melnde individual eulture, an unselfish life, and knowledge of
universal religion. There ean be little doubt that the QOriental
Brotherhoowl designed and instigated the formation. .of tho
Society with these aims, . Unfortunately, - the special notoriety.
of its ostensible foundress, Madame Blavatsky, diverted tho
views of many, even of its members, to vague expectations of
a fraining and experience for which neeessarily - very fow are

fitted.  In this direction we have had little or no encourage-
nment.  Nevertheless, it is trae that a study of oceult scicnce

s a special attraction for all our members, aud is inclulded in
our programme.  But by “occult science ™ we certainly do
nol merely mean the secret of performing what Madame  Bla-
atzky herself contemptuously desiguates “psychological tricks.”
Ratlier, we understand by ity the science of the soul to be
reached, s far as any oue can mount, by an experimental life,
That soul-science, like others, i$ experimentally verified,' that
we must live the life if we would know ihe truth, is perhaps
one reazen why we have not received the instiuctions which
somé of us hoped for.  Without this higher experience, liows
ever, we' can learn somcthing by unprejudicell study of the
nutural powers of the soul, and how these may be manifested in
certain conditions, quite apart from spir tual attainment.  This
brings us into connexion with phenomenal Spirfrualism, whicli
without indulging in the offensive “hints ™ you Impute’ Lo us,
we naturally regard from our own point of view, and which,
we cei tainly ‘think would be all the better for s little of our
philosophy, or rather of our studies.  For my own part I find
Theosophy quite reconcileable with Spirituslizin, nay, ivclusive
of it, if the latter is not unwisely narrowed by definition to
assunptions which occult studies Lend to correct o

C. C. M.
London, 25t June. ‘

THE STUDY OF 111 0CCULT.

' 'S[»irituulists and Theozophists mighit well join hands, for both
ave engaged in the snme pursvit—the study of the Oceult. It
i probably nzof owing to the “ Brothers” that the modern wave
of spirit manifestations iu the West, hins been during tho last
thirty years passing over socicty ; yet, on the otlier hand (who
knows 2)* it may he owing to the providential influence of the
Ilimalayan mystic brotherhood, inasmucl as it is rumoured that
from the clevation, spirvitual as well as physieal, of their mouu-

* Pree— Who knows | Eo,~THE0s, . R A S
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tain fastnesses, they exercise over the world the powers, o
providenée of n kind of petty gods. Tt may bhe that the whol®
movement of modern Spivitualism is owineg to the ruling influ-
cnce of these ocenlt ministers to himanity i...... The ¢ Bro-
thers,” pereciving that the world, moved by the Divine Spivit, i3
already mavching  that  way, begin to go with the times,
and are being won over to reveal some few of their scerets,” [
believe the period is approaching, and that mankind mie taking
the first initintory steps thereto, when there will be no secrets,
nothing hidden, except from those who choose to he ignovant,
The power of ruling by spirit over Nature, avill he possessed
by nll men as their birthvight, and consciouzly exercised with
beneficent  motives.  Spivitoalism, still a  sprawling infant,
imngining it enn walk and even run, is making hut the feeblest
taps at the colossal adwnantine gates which shut in the trans-
condent treasures of supernal seience.  Most certainly with
medinms of ‘gross hodiez, and still ¢laves to the plensures and
gmtlf‘cmnn‘ of the material plane, Spiritualizts will only con-
tinue to grope blindly on the outermost borders of the great
Kingdom they should subdue,  The  Adepts,” or « Brothers,”
or “'1‘1(‘0%()[)]]14\ point the true way, which is that of sclf-
conquest, self-purification ; the right of possession by ‘the de-
struction of the only enemy which bars the way, the lower
natural wan 3 the sclf-hood.  Withont this, Spiritualism, as
the wiser Spirvitualists already begin to pereeive, having had
their eyes opened through much anﬂmm«r will only serve to
introduce those who are by no means mmcl~ to disembodied
beings of a like character ; and may ¢ive llu'm, throngh the
open doon of gome unfortunate medinm’s body, the sight, gouml
feeling, and even odours of the hells to which, by their 1)01\0“0(1
lives, thcy are linked, . e :

.

Physical mediumship, as it is pmetwcd at the present day, i3
geareely a step higher, if indeed in some cases it be any
higher, than the c.\lnlntlons of the Iindoo conjurors or Iakirvs,
We, ignorant Luropeans, eall it conjuiing, while they, possessed
of & certain knowledge handel down throngh many generations
from father to son, but which they hide from the valgar outer
world, are most. probably in communion with helpful dizembo-
died beings, many of whom they possibly liold in a species of
gnhjeetion to theiv wills to carry out their beliests. 'The TFakir
has the advantage of the physical wedinm, that he consciously,
and at will, exercises his seemingly miraculous control over
matter, or inertin, 'The ¢ elementals” fly to do his hididing,
uml hie remaing master of the situation, of himsclf, of his clfin

condjutors nnd of his audience, for hic never lets  them sce
more than he chooses. . The ])Il)hl,ll medimm, on the other
hand, gives himself upy a passive machine, into the power of o
gpirit, or spirits, t6 do with, as they may sce [it, for any length
of time....'The Takir, or Yogi, in his own body possessing
this superior knowledge and power, w es it cometimes with
the pure and wize intention of proving a truth, bt nearly
ahways only for money, ov gilts. By Iakirs I do not menn
o \(le[)ta” or the “Brothers,” Tmean fhe lower m der of “[Tindoo
eonjurors,” o named by Turopeans.  An ¢ Adept” makes
no urmecessary exhibition of mere power over matter s ho lives
for higher things.

When Theosophy and the superior knnwledge possessed by
Madame Blavatsky, the ambassadress of the Brotherhood to
mankind, were fivst heard of, Spiritualists weve still in the
glamour of their jnfatuation over their new idols—medinms
and the wonders of medinmship.  They wero more cnraged
than thankful to be shown that their idols were made of ¢lay,
and turned upon their would-lie benefaeters, who strove to
open their eyes, as if they would remd them to pieces.  Not
so all Spiritualists, however. A small body drew apart from
the blatant following of medinme, into which Spiritualism,
for the herd, scemed to be resolving itself, in ovder -to pursue
the study of the Oceult, or Theosophy, which is the * Seienco
of the Wisdom of God.”  These are probably the gmall hanp
of leaven which will leaven the whole mass of Spivitualists,
for it will not be long hefore all stedents of the Ocealt, mnst
recoguige the wizdom “of the Theosophists, and seek to follow
their better amd higher methods for the cultivation of spiri-
tuality, medinmship or adeptzhip by whitsoever name it may
bo called.  Indeed, Spivitualists of the highest mental tone,

whether members of the Theosophical Sociely or not, already
begin to tench and follow these purer methods.  Something

more is demanded of medinms than the mere vulgar exhibition
of n meretricions power 3 and the med inm of gross and fmmo-
ral life is moré frequently abandoned, and disearded, than at
first was the case. Spiritnalists have had time to dizeover
for themselves that their idols are made of clay, aud that there

THEOSOPHIST, 201

are spirits sufliciently low to lend their aid to deception, falsc-
Lood, and knavery of every shade and deseviption, to sny no-
thing of blacker sins, if not to bLe the inciters and instigntors
thereto, whensocver the medium's proclivities incline in the
same diveetion.

Spiritualizsts of the highest intelligence liave long sinco
grown tived of listening to the vaticinations of beings from the
other world, who lva never transceuded the -nodmm s mental
plane 1 whosoe science is shaky, whose poetry is tedious rubbish 3
and whose religious teachings are - guestionable, if not blasphe-
mous,  Nor do they, exeept it may be a few doting old women
—now expeet to get through physieal mediums of low mental
and spivitual types, the pure, unadulterated embodiment of
exalted angelic personages.  Materialisations are known to be
R0 l.n«wly tinctured by the medinm, that no one in the posses-
gion 0f common sense would he disposed to fall at the feet of
any form thus showing itself, or to aceept its utterances as
infallible and absolute troth, Tt is now well known that
listorieal personnges who have left this earth some lundreds
ov thousands of years ngo, and who are inall probability Tifted
into the highest realing of spnltnnl existenee, cannot re-invest
themselves with flesh, without passing throngh sueh processes
of degradation as would he to them direst Fuﬂolm«r : and be-
coming =0 changed and transformed  through the “medium ns
to be no longer themselves, but false pon‘mmlmee Leaving
the exalted freedom of the purest spiritual life, they wonld
descend, step by step, by lower and lower (](‘ﬂ'l("(‘ﬁ to the
conthmmnﬂr conditions of the natural plane, \vlnch are always
arbitrary a: 1 inexorable.  Nor could they, even then, be {rue
to the old carthly personality, so long put off, as to be com-
pletely dissipated, and no longer in exiztence, for man surely
grows out of his old natural =elf into a divine self, ntterly
m(\oncel\"\hlel») the natural senses. We can but dimly pere
ceive what the conditions of carthly life must be {o spiritual
beings—as albm'ny us links of steel, as inexorable as death,
For man torise into high spiritua) states, many deaths are
Cﬂ~f’lllln],nlhl when hie becomes Qlllllfll’lll“(‘d le is forced to
retire from the lower planes of existence, being nn longer
able to support life thercon, where the very air has become
too eoarze for his vefined hreathing.  Thus the * Brothers,”
who toall fntents and phirposes have become “ spirits,” can
no longer suppoit their refined mud attenuated existences upon
the " comrser atmospheres, our lungs take in as the hreath of
life s nor-endure the deleterions emanutions or auras given
forth by the lower world of men ; and are compelled to live
in the purer atmospheres to be found upon the mountain sum-
mits.  How then could we expect a pure and genuine mate-
rialisation of a being who would have to descend from angelic
life to thus come info our midst, through mediums, some of
whom are ignorant ;whose conversation hetrays the vulgarity
of their minds, and whose private lives will probably not hear
sc'lnning? Therefore  wise people would not expeet Jesus
again to materialize ; nor would they helieve, as do some
(lnlmcr fanatics in Amcriea, that they have l)(\h(l(‘ the veritable
Queon Iisther of the lele, ina black velvet dress, trimmed
with bands of white lnce round the s<kirt ; as well as a lost
of other seriptural celebrities,  Balightened  Spivitualists
know that these appearanees are made by personating spirits
near the earth, or are the medinm dressed up.

It has taken time to learn all these facts, and they have
come to wany of wus through Dbitter- experience, nud after

- mueh “guflering 3 but onee learned, the wise Spiritualist will

not gn back upon lis steps, and will more than ever see the
importance of a deeper study of the occult, or lhidden things
of Gad's wizdom, Ile will take the ereme de la creme of all
teachings which have ever como to the earth on these sub-
jeetsy. whether from Swedenborg, Bahme, or the Lastern
adepts 5 for hie will feel that the man of the new age must be
the crown of all preceding nges, l)mldmg up a monument of
learning whicli will answer for all time on this planct,

ONESIMUS,

TIE MOST EXTENSIVE LENGTIL OF A MAN'S AGE TS BUT A
lnndred  years, of which, an equal half passes away in
night; of the remaining half two-thirds are spent in
childhood and deerepit Bl age; and the still remain-
ing one-third is devoted to misery, ‘sickness and deaths
of various deseription, hence what happiness is left
there to a man whose career in this transitory life is but a
troubled ocetn ?—astern Proverd,





























































