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OLD DIARY LEAVES.
ORIENTAL SERIES—CHAPTER X]I.

HIS was the Prologue to such a drama of excitement as we had not
dreamt we should ever pass through. In a land of flowers and
ideal Tropical vegetation, under smiling skies, along roads shaded by
clustering palm-trees and made gay with miles upon miles of small
arches of ribbnn-like fringes of tender leaves, and surrounded by a glad
nation, whose joy would have led them into the extravagance of actually
worshipping us, if permitted, we passed from triumph to triumph, daily
stimulated by the magnetism of popular love. The people could not do
enough for us, nothing seemed to them good enough for us: we were
the first white champions of their religion, speaking of its excellence
and its blessed comfort, from the platform, in the face of the Mission-
‘aries, its enemies and slanderers. It was that which thrilled their
nerves and filled their affectionate hearts to bursting. I may seem to
use strong language, but in reality it falls far short of the facts. If
anybody seeks for proof, let him go through the lovely Island now, after
fifteen years, and ask what they have to say about this tour of the two
Founders and their party.

On the morning after the first lecture, the Siamese Ambassador
to England, passing Galle in the mail steamer, paid usa visit. He
brought as Interpreter a Cochin Chinaman—a very bright, intelligent
person and a Roman Catholic—and some young noblemen of his suite.
During the long conversation that ensued, His Excellency said he was
cravinced that His Majesty, the King, would feel a real interest in the
work of our Society, about which he should duly report. The visiting-
card he gave me had upon it the sufficient name, “ Chow Phya Bhanu
Wongse Maha Kosa Thibodi, H. S. M.’s Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary.” A Spandsh Infanta could not ask for more names than

that,
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the Theosophical Society” had been erected within the compound of the
Vihira. We had publicly declared ourselves Buddhists long before, in
America, both privately and publicly, so that this was but a formal con-
firmation of our previous professions. H.P.B. knelt before the huge
statue of the Buddha, and 1 kept her company. We had a good deal of
trouble in catching the Pali words that we were to repeat after the old
monk, and I don’t know how we should have got on if a friend had not
taken his place just behind us and whispered them seriatim. A great
eowd was present and made the responses just after us, a dead silence
being preserved while we were struggling through the unfamiliar senten-

ces. When we had finished the last of the Silus, and offered flowers in
the customary way, there came a mighty shout to make one’s nerves
tingle, and the people could not settle themselves down to silence for
some minutes, to hear the brief discourse which, at the Chief Priest’s
request, I delivered. I believe that attempts have been made by some
of my leading colleagues of Kurope and America to suppress this inci-
dent as much as possible, and cover np the fact that H.P.B. was
as completely accepted a Buddhist as any Sinhalese in the Island.
This mystification is both dishonest and useless, for, not only did
several thousand persons, including many bhiklus, see and hear her
taking the pdnsil, but she herself boldly proclaimed it in all quarters.
But to be a regular Buddhist is one thing, and to be a debased modern
Buddhist sectarian quite another. Speaking for her as well as for myself,
| Tcan say that if Buddhism contained a single dogma that we were
1 compelled to accept, we would not have taken the pdnsil nor remained
Buddhists ten minutes. Our Buddhism was that of the master-adept
Gautama Buddha, which was identically the Wisdom Religion of the
Aryan Updnishads, and the soul of all the ancient world-faiths. Our
Buddhism was, in a word, a philosophy, not a creed.

We lunched with a Buddhist gentleman in town, and in the even-
ing took into membership the first eleven candidates, and with them
formed the Galle Theosophical Society. President, S. P. DB. DeSilva;
Secretary, P. C. Wijeratne. The first Rs. 100 towards a Buddhist
Publication Fund was given me that day and at once passed over to the
Branch Treasurer. At 9 we sat down to dinner, and at 1 A. . were
but too glad to go to bed after a hard day’s work.

The next morning we began our journey Northward in carriages
supplied by the fishermen of Galle, a large, poor, but hardworking caste.
From this class St. Francis Xavier, the * Apostle of the Indies,” re-
truited the greater number of his converts. Their calling, involving the
taking of life, is abhorred among Buddhists, and their social status ranks
very low.  Yet it seems that their heaits warmed towards us as much
% those of their more respectable co-religionists, and, while they shrank
from approaching us themselves, in the midst of the high-caste crowd
that hemmed us in, they sent me an ‘“ humble petition’ that I would be
fracionsly pleased to let my “humble petitioners,” etc., etc., supply our
Paty with carriages to Colombo. Their spokesman was an English







waches, and excitedly asked for each of us in turn. We thought hfa
pad something of importance to communicate, . pfarha,ps the octroi,
perhaps even to warn us against a plot of the Christian party to do us
imjuy*  But he said nothing except to repeat each o.f our names with
, sigh of satisfaction, and then turned away. Our interpreter called
Jfter him to know what it was all about. * Oh nothing” said he “I

only wanted to look at them.”

There was no time for lying abed on this tour, so the next morning
yewere up at dawn when the birds began to greet each other in the
palm groves, and we, men, had a surf bath. Under very disadvantage-
ous eircumstances, truly, with a sharp coral bottom to stand upon that
was like standing on a floor covered with inverted carpet tacks, the
certainty of sharks, and the presence of a critical audience, watching us
as though they were a class in Delsarte or calisthenics! Still it was a
bath, and that means much in the Tropics. We made a charming ac-
quaintance to-day—a gradunate of Christ College, Cambridge ; one of the
most intellectual and polished men we have met in Asia. Mr. Aruni-
chalam is a nephew of the late Sir M. Coomiraswamy, the well-known
Orientalist, and at the time of our visit, was Police Magistrate
of Kalutara. His eldest brother is the Hon. P. RéAmanathan,
vho 15 a warm friend of mine and the official representa-
tie in the Legislative Council of the Tamil community. We
breakfasted at Mr. Arundchalam’s house and his courtesy drew out
B P.B's most charming traits, so that the visit wasin every way a
pleasant episode. As a dessert, or, rather, pousse-café, my colleague
abused the Missionaries in her best style.

The same atternoon we had a taste of the other style of official, the
Government Agent—a most satrapy grade of public servant—having
forbidden the use of any public building, even the verandah or steps of
the school-house, for my lecture. The poor creature acted as though
he supposed the Buddhists could be overawed into deserting. their
religion, or into believing Christianity a more loveable one, by excluding
them from the buildings that had been erected with their tax-money
and that would be lent to any preacher against Buddhism. But the
fields and the sky were left us, the one for lecture-hall, the other for
toof, and the meeting wag held in a cocoanut grove. Some bright cloths
id over cords stretched between trees made our canopy and sounding-
board, and a chair placed on a big table my rostrum. The audience
Mmbered two or three thousands. It may be imagined that the occasion
W3 improved to point out the malicious spirit which actuated the
Uhristian party, and their dread of the Sinhalese being made to see the
Rerits of Buddhism.

Our gravity was sorely tried, the next morning. Wimbridgfe, Pana-
“and, Ferozshah and I were made to mount a sort of bedizened trlump.ha,l
“ and, under an escort of a company in comical uniform, carrying

* That came later: they tried to murder me once.
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wooden guns and sticks, their dark brown faces whitened with flour
chalk (to give them a quasi European complexion), and with muc}i
music and many banners, . weve taken to the village of Wehra, 3 mile
off, for a reception ceremony. I spoke toa large audience, in a VEry fing
preaching-house (Dharmsdla), with two rows of white columns, Stained
glass windows, hanging lustres, and a large preaching pulpit. In
Oriental fashion, I sat while speaking.  After that we went to pay our
respects to Waskaduwe Subhuti, Terunnanse, a monk better knowy
among Western Orientalists than any other save Suméngala, who, of
course, is the representative and embodimert of Pali scholarship. After
lunch at” Mr. Arunichalam’s, we visited another famous priest, Potu.
wila Indajoti, Terunnanse, who enjoys a great renown as a Vederdle,
or Native physician. He is sent for from all the Buddhist parts
of the island, and has made numberless cures. We found his conver-
sation very interesting, his views as to the survival of the ego in Nir-
vana being those of his late Guru, the Polhwatti priest, and opposed
to those of the Sumingala school. He applied for admission into our
membership and was accepted.

At that time the railway ended at Kalutara, and we here took train
for our next station, Panadure, (pronounced vulgarly Pantura) the loca-
lity where Megittuwatte debated against the Misssionaries the respective
merits of Buddhism and Christianity : and got the better of them, it
is said. We were lodged in a new pdnsela adjoining a Vihdrd, which
had just been erected by a picturesque-looking old man, named Andris
Perera, at his own cost. He was tall, thin, dark, had a spacious forehead,
wore his hair brushed back and twisted into a long switch, which was put
up like a woman’s hair, with an immense and costly tortoiseshell comb;
and a circular comb—a Sinhalese fashion—arched over his fine head. He
wore the country dhoti and a single-breasted, last-century coat of blue
cloth, with long-skirts, turnover cuffs, twenty large gold buttons
down one side of the front and as .many loops and lacings of
gold lace opposite them, and the same ornamentation on the
collar and cuffs. A gold-laced scarlet baldric, passed over one
shoulder and under the opposite arm, supported a short sword
with a gold scabbard;a huge gold wmedallion-plaque, as large asa
dessert plate, was suspended diagonally in the contrary direction by
a golden chain ; a heavy and richly embossed 2old girdle was buckled
about him. His feet were bare and he wore leather sandals! The
figure was so striking, so unlike any other we saw, that I noted the
above details in my Diary. He had advanced some little distance from
the house to receive us, and behind him stood his six tall, striking-look-

ing sons and three handsome daughters. The group struck us as being
very picturesque. I bethought me of Torquil of the Oak and his stal
wart sons, thongh I cannotsay that [ thought the Sinhalese family
would have withstood the Gow Chrom as well as the champions of the
Clan Quhele. Without delay, the old “Mudaliyar” (the title of a Head-
man’s office) led the way to a large permanent preaching-shed, and 1
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addressed some 4,000 people. The Missionaries had been doing what
little they could since our landing to try and weaken our influence with
the Buddhists, so I paid my compliments to them and their questionable
policy. This produced a sequel which will be mentioned later on. In
truth, these Protestant Missionaries are a pestilent lot. With the Catholics
we have never had a hard word.

The primeval habitat of the mosquito has never been fixed, I
believe, but if it was not the Perera pinsala at Panadure, assuredly that
is a most congenial place for their development : they simply swarmed.
The building was an oblong, comprising small bedrooms opening on a
verandah which extended on all sides, and one small hall through the
middle. There were no bathrooms, the place being intended for bhekkus
only, who bathe outdoors. The windows were furnished only with wooden
shutters, and when they were shut in the day time, the rooms were dark.
HP.B. had one ofthe rooms in the South end. She wanted to bathe, and,
as there was no other place, I arranged for a tub in her own room. As
she would be in pitch darkness if the shutters were closed, I tied
alarge soft mat across the end of the shutters, left standing open,
and she began her toilet. The rest of us were sitting around the cor-
ner, on the other verandah, chatting, when I heard my name shouted,
and ran around to see what was the matter. At that moment three Sin-
halese women were in the act of creeping out beneath the edge of the
mat, and the old lady was abusing them in grand style. On hearing my

{  voice, she said that these impertinent creatures, to gratify their curios-
ity, had actually crept under the mat and, when she happened to turn her
head, she saw them standing close against the window sill, calmly watch-
ing her ablutions. Her indignation was so tragic that, while hustling
the intruders away, 1 could not help laughing heartily. Poor things !
they meant no harm : it was simply the custom of the country to peer
into everybody’s business and ignore any rights of privacy. Thisis a
specimen of what we had to undergo throughout the entire visit to Ceylon.

At2p.m. I addressed another huge audience on the very spot
where the famous ‘ Pantura Controversy” had been held. After me,
HP.B. spoke, and Ferozshah (Parsi) and Péanachand (Hindu) made
some remarks as representatives in our Society of their respective races ;
testifying to the eclectic spirit which animated us and pleading for wide
religious tolerance. Megittuwatte presided and made two eloquent
speeches. The next day I initiated as members Megittuwatte, Sri Weli-
gama, the Pali, Sanskrit and Elu scholar, and Waskaduwe Subhuti.
Mr.J. R. DeSilva interpreted for me : the Mudaliyar Andres Perera, his
%n-in-law, and other laymen joined the next day, and at 4 p.. we left
byeail for Colombo ; reaching the capital in a downpour of rain. We
Were driven to a very spacious bungalow called * Radcliffe House,” in the
Save Island ward, across the pretty artificial lake. A large gathering
a‘f’::hii&ed us, among them Suméingala and fifty other monks. After
lwer we received a Pali address from the High Priest ; then followed

Seussiong and desultory talk, and then bed.
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The besieging of us by crowds was even worse here than it hag
been elsewhere, we had not a free moment nor the least privacy: the
papers were full of stories about us, and the Christians raged. Topre.
pare my lecture for the next eveming 1 had toretire to Sumangala’s
@ollege, and write in the Library with locked doors. The next morning
a serious couference was held between Sumangala, Subhuti, Megittu.
watte and myself at the College. 1 finished my lecture on “ Theosophy
and Buddhism™ and at 8 p., deliverd it at our own residence, the hall
of which had been converted into a lecture room with accommodation
for 500 people. Besides Sinhalese notables, the European Inspector
General of Police, the Colonial Secretary, KEditors of papers, ete.,, were
present.

On the 5th June, [ lectured at Megittuwatte’s own temple at
Kotahéna, the one which is visited by most of the steanier passengers
touching at the port. He and | spoke standing on a large table, placed
in the middle of the preaching-hall, so as tobe better heard by the
throng. The hall and compound were packed with people like herrings
in a barrel, and the heat was most oppressive, The place was gaily
decorated with flags aud colored cloths; a handsome arch of split palm
leaves, worked into all sorts of pretty designs over a framing of areca palm
timbers towered outside; and on the wall above the regular pulpit, wassus-
pended a monsterreplica in gilt paper, of our Society’s seal. Ten candidates
acquired membership the same evening. The next day there were
two lectures. The first was at Kotta, a village 6 miles from town, the
ancient seat of a powerful king, where there were trinmphal arches, and
no end of flags and greenery bordering the roads; and where M
Tepannis Pervera gave us a fine repast on a broad, cool verandah. The
other was at Widyodaya College (Sumangala’s), on the subjects of
“ Nirvina, Merit, and the Education of Buddhist Children.” Thad
begun my appeals in this latter direction at Galle, and throughout the
whole tour used my best endeavours to make the people realise the
risk they ran in leaving their children to be prejudiced against their
ancestral religion by its professed enemies, who were in the country for
no other object than this. Itis a source of great satisfaction to know
that the admonitions were not in vain, and that the present comprehen-
sive and successful movement for promoting the fonudation of Buddhist
schools dates from this important tour. ’

A visit to Kelanie temple, one of the most revered shrines in the
Island, where the great stiipa (brick cone) rests over genuine relics of
the Buddha himself—and the inevitable lecture and multitudinous andi-
ence, occupied the next day; and on the following one—dJune Sth—we
organized the Colombo T. S. with 27 members as a beginning. I sub-
mitted to the Branch my plan for the creation of a Buddhist Section,
to be composed of two sub-divisions, one exclusively laymen and lay

branches, and another, not itself sub-divided, exclusively of priests. Th?
—/

* Vide “ Theosophy Religion and Occult Science.”
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s to meet the ditlienlty that the ovdination rules of the Vindya forbid
q monk to be associated on equal terms with laymen in worldy affairs,
The scheme was approved of by all and carried out in due course;
smmdngala being made Chairman of the priests’ association, as well as
ane of the Honorary Vice-Presidents of the Society.

We left for Kandy by train on the 9th and after the run of 43 hours
though one of the most picturesque tracts of country in the world,
arived at about 7 .o N Along with the usnal crowd, a deputation of
Raudyan Chiefs—whose feudal rank a good deal resembled in former
times that of Highland Chiefs of clans—received us at the Station and
acompanied us to our quarters in a great procession, bright with
toches and - ear-splitting with tom-toms and native trumpets. Two
addresses were made us, by the Chiefs’ Committee and by a society of
Baddhists somehow connected with the Temple of the Sacred Tooth of
Buddha, the Dilada Maligawa.  Suméngala came and it was arranged
that I should speak at this temple the next day.

The next morming we received ceremonial visits from the chief
Priests of Asgiri and Malwatti Temples, the ranking bivkkus of the
Island, & sort of Archibishops of Canterbury. Under the Kandyan Sove-
reigns, these oflicers were the royal functionavies, joint guardiansof the
Tooth Temple, and had precedence in all voyal religions processions. Su-
mingala is their junior in rank, but immensely their superior in the public
estimation, as in ability. We went to the Temple at 2 v.x. for my lecture
but such a crowd had wedged itself inside that it was only with the
greatest ditficulty that 1 could reach my table. And even then, the
rstling and restlessness of feet upon the stone pavement created such a
confused ccho at the stone ceiling that I could not make oune word audi-
ble. After some minutes of vain attempts to get silence, we adjourned
to the fine lawn outside. Onr party mounted a broad wall to the right,
along with Sumangala and, chairs being placed for him and H. P. B,
I'spoke from under the overhanging branches of a bread-fruit trec,
which answered very well for a sounding-board. The great multitude
stood and sat on the lawn in a huge hemispherical area, and I was able
to make myself heard pretty well. The Missionaries, in anticipation of
our arrival, had been spreading all sorts of calumnies against us, and
on the preceding evening had been preaching bitterly against Buddhism
in the streets of Kandy. Being white men, the timid Sinhalese had not
dared to confront them but brought their complaints to us. So, before
going far into my discourse, I mentioned the foregoing facts and, draw-
ing out my wateh, said 1 wounld give any Bishop, Archdeacon, Priest or
Dexcon of any church, five minutes to come forward and prove theiy
assertions that Buddhism was a false religion : if they did not do so, the
Sinhalese would be at perfect liberty to treat them and their falsehoods
% they deserved. I had had five Missionaries pointed out to me in the
tudience but, although T stood there, watch in hand, until the five minutes
had elapsed, not a man of them lifted his voice. The Panadure sequel,
above mentioned, is also connected with this episode,
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THE THEOSOPHIC IDEA OF CREATION.

LL readers of Theosophical literature, and indeed all' l'ez?lly
*-’X earnest students of religion, of whatever creed or }w,tlonahty,
re familiar with the two sides, the exoteric ?Pnd the esoteric, of every
wligion. For there are always a few individuals who are ahead of
the race, who are fitted to be leaders of mnen, and to them can be
revealed truths which the mass of humanity is not yet ready to
receive, and” which, if taught openly, would be met with nothing
but disbelief and scorn. These truths constitute the esoteric side of
religion, and they have always been entrusted by the great Teachers
to the select circle of their most intimate followers; while to the
world at large, they have been taught only under the veil of allegory.
The exoteric form of any religion is therefore largely allegorical;
it is, as it were, the body of the religion, while the esoteric is the soul.
And as the soul is permanent, manifesting itself from time to time
i various transitory persomalities, each suited to some special stage
i the progress of the soul, so are the esoteric truths themselves
unchanging, but they appear to the world under many varying forms,
each being, in the first iustauce, especially adapted to its own time
and to the nation by which it is adopted, but becoming mingled
with error through the neglect by man of the Divine laws of wisdom
and unselfishness, just as the body becomes  diseased through neglect
of physical laws. And just as we are apt to regard the personality
as the real self, forgetting that it is wmerely the manifestation of the
soul, so are we apt to look upon the exoteric side of religion as the
reality, and to accept its allegories and parables literally, instead
of looking behind them for the hidden, inner meaning they are
intended to convey to those who ave spiritual enough to discern it.
Just so far as we do this, do we lose the real spirit of our religion,
and it then fails to be a strong motive power in our lives. And
further, as our scientific knowledge increases, we find that much
of the exoteric. side of our religion is inconsistent with scientific
facts, and unless we have learned to look for the esoteric truth behind,
which is ever in perfect harmony with true science, we are in danger
of losing all faith, and, when we recognise the illusive character of
the outer shell of our religion, of casting away the kernel also. Hence
arises much of the scepticism and unbelief of the present day, and
we can stem its tide only by leading the thoughtful and earnest to
seek their religion in the reality, instead of in the mere outer form.

Thus when we find that scientific discoveries arve directly opposed
to the exoteric account of creation, as given in the Christian Scriptures,
we do not therefore need to reject this account as entirely false, but

should’rather look behind, to see what spiritual truth is hiddelf under
an apparently meaningless allegory. The ﬁrst.sf:ep tcfngrd; ﬁ;lcti;n% :};e
spiritnal meaning of the allegory 18 th.e l‘ecogn%tlon (z‘ : he ‘ac ‘ ;?Orte f
six “days” of creation are simply periods of time o .0'“891 IIOItlj' i

duration. The researches of geologists have already driven a inking
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What may be the result in Australasia of the late and future develop-
ments of the trouble with the Vice-President is not yet known, but that the
section, as a whole, will be loyal to the President-Founder and his party
is quite certain. There are not more than two centres, it is thought, where
any disaffection exists and only onc—Sydney-—where it has assumed dimen-
sions worth noting.

Fuller details will come to hand of the progress of work in the youngest
section mext month, when the General Secrotary will have returned to his
Head-quarters.

B L —

CUTTINGS AND COMMENTS.

“ Thoughts, like the pollen of flowers, leave one brain and fasten to another.”

Take The Awena has the following, by Miss Lydia A.
Courage. Coonly :—
HEREDITY.

*“Why bowest thou, O soul of wine,
Crushed by ancestral sin?

Thou hast a noble heritage
"That bids thee victory win,

The tainted past may bring forth tHowers,
As blossomed Aaron’s rod,

No legacy of sin annuls
Heredity from God.”

The last two lines express a great truth, yet the “ legacy of sin”
brings an inevitable karmic harvest which, though it cannot be sud-
denly blotted from one’s life-record by an act of faith, or otherwise,

may be outgrown by unremitting effort, through perhaps more than
one short life.

E.
e

Decision has at last been rendered on the Buddha
Buddha Gaya Temple case,—the three chief assailants being
Gaya. fined Rs. 100 each, and one month’s imprisonment,
The Magistrate decided that the Temple was wholly
a Buddhist one; that no Hindu worship had ever been performed in-
side its walls, and that Buddhists had full liberty to worship there.
As this decision has been arrived at after much careful investigation
from different standpoints, it seems to be a just one, and it is tobe
hoped that it will not only relieve the anxiety of our Buddhist bre-

thren, but give general satisfaction. :
*
We learn that ‘it is proposed to start a weekly
Shall we have journal,” (to be called the Brahmavadin), in Triplicane,
one move? Madras, about the first of September next, provided
sufficient encouragement is forthcoming. According

to the circular letter:—
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The Harbinger of Light, as a truly orthodox or-

Noble gan of its class, attributes to spirttual mediumship the
Father John, healing marvels of the good priest, Father John, of
of Cronstadt.  Cronstadt ; as the Spiritualist press have until recently
classified all such cases. Yet the Editor unconsciously

gives the real solution of the mystery in saying that the healer can
‘“ by the exercise of his will power” heal at a distance as readily as
when close at hand, and make his patients see his astral form by
their bedside. As one who has exercised this power heretofore to a
pretty large extent, with successiul results, 1 can say that the help of
spirits is not at all indispensable ; the incarnate human entity is all-
sufficient for it. The Harbinger’s notice is based on a translation of
the original account in // Iessillo Spiritista (Vercelli) and is as

follows :—

“ Father John can heal, as well by the exercise of his will power at a
digtance, as by personal touch, aud his astral form often appears to those who
entreat his assistance. An instance of the kiud is given by the correspond-
ent of our ltalian contemporary in the following words:—‘T know a family
consisting of an old lady and her two daughters. The mother fell ill, and so
seriously, that the doctors gave her up, and apprised her daughters that they
must be prepared for the worst.  In their despair the two poor girls thought
they would send a telegrawm to Father John, supplicating him to pray to God
for their mother. It was about six o’clock in the evening, when the message
was despatched. Towards midnight, the clder of the two was suddenly over-
powered by sleep, and fell into a deep slumber. In a dream she saw Father
John, who passed his hand over her head, and said in kindly accents: ‘ The
Eternal hath heard thy prayer. 'Thy mother will recover.” On awakening,
she hastened to her mother’s bedside and found her placidly sleeping, and
her temperature, which had been for the last fortnight 40° (centigrade) had
fallen to 37°, and did not rise again. She has now completely recovered,
greatly to the astonishment of the doctors, who had regarded her case as
hopeless.

“The disinterestedness of Father John is proverbial. Tens of thousands
of roubles pass through his hands every year, but he possesses nothing but
the robe he wears. Everywhere he goes, churches, hospitals, and asylums
are erected out of what he receives; and throughout the empire there is not
a work of beneficence to which he has not contributed, and God only knows

3

the good he scatters abroad unknown to all but Him."”,

*
* ¥

A correspondent ot the Morning Post thinks the

A Hindu Queen should confer a Baronetcy or, at least, Knight-

clalrvoyant. hood, on Pandit Ram Narain Jogdastri, a great clair-

vovant ! That seems a great stretch now, but it may

come about in time that seers and prophets will be honored as much
in England as they were in the time of the Druids. Says the writer

in question :— .
* By merely looking at my face he related to me most minutely.a g(?od
many things of my past life, the present, and of the future. nearly all of which
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are so fur quite correct, He is au astrologer of the modern school, nud o very
true and correet torunce-teller, He can tell one’s fortune by sceeing his op hep
handwriting and photograph, and 1 believe his charges are vory voasonalile,”
"
It is very pleasant to sce that the revival of Arya
Jyurvedic Literature is carvying along with it a revival of some of
revival, the ancient Aryan arts and sciences. In Bengal an active
movement is started for the revival of the healing
science and art as prescribed in the Atharva Veda. The pharma-
copeeia of Ayurvedic science has furnished to the West, throughout
the many centuries of their reciprocal intercourse, many of the most
precious of its recognized remedics for disease. ‘There are far more
yet unrevealed to the Western nations, which arc of truly magical
potency ; remedies which have been prepared with strict rela-
tion to the terrene, astral and spiritual conditions of the prescribed
moment, and which must be administered under equally strict rules
as to the character and qualifications of the Kabiraj as of the patient.
These refined medicaments and practices have been neglected and
despised as marks of superstition by the self-sufficient medical solons
of Europe and America ; but it is not too much to expect that, with
the ultimate development of Practical Psychology, the wisdom of
the Aryan Forefathers will be again triumphantly vindicated in the
sphere of Medicine as it has already been in other departments of
knowledge. Before, however, the Ayurvedic revival can succeed in
India, both Kabiraj and patient will have to obey the strict rules of
life and conduct laid down in the classical works. An otherwise
efficacious remedy may lose its potency by contact with the pestiferous
aura of a vicious doctor or patient.

3

% *
‘An ‘ashtivadhdnam’ performance was given a few

Indian days ago at Madras by one Deavalapalli Subbaroya
Muemonics  Sastri, of Pitapore, before a large number of gentle-
again. men., The Sastri performed simultaneously various

difficult mnemonic feats amidst much distraction. The
following were some of the principal feats. A stanza of 26 letters in
Tamil was chosen and the letters given to him in irregular order, at
intervals of 3 or 4 minutes, during which his attention was diverted
by other calls. He had to play a game of chess with one of the
audience, and had to listen to a number of tunes sung by another
person present. He was also asked to compose a stanza of
32 letters in Sanskrit,—16 alternate letters having been previously
supplied by one of the audience quite at random. He was also asked
to compose another Sanskrit stanza, the first 3 ‘feet ' having been
composed by three different persons, without any connection or cohe-
rency. At the end of the performance the Sastri gave the names of
various tunes in the order in which they had been sung, and composs
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boys at, our request, read to us from a small English reader, anq
acquitted themselves creditably. Probably in Tamil they are quite
proficient. They seemed to have been well disciplined also,—thejr
behaviour being excellent.

As the English people are becoming aware of the necessity of
this work among these degraded outcasts, would it not be greatly to
the credit of our T. S. members in all lands, if they would start a
fund to aid our President-Founder in this good work which he has

established and maintained thus far, at his own expense?
It is difficult to conceive how those who are well aware of the

dire needs of these Eastern outcasts, can withhold their individual

aid, provided they are possessed of such an amount of means that

some portion of it could easily be spared to help uplift these poor
Verily the harvest of such sowing will yield

down-trodden people.
E.

rich returns.
*

The tollowing poetical gem written by a member

ot the T. S., breathes the true spirit of Altruism., Let

The true
Religion. us treasure its teaching.
“LOVE THYSELF LAST.”
Love thyself last. Look near, behold thy duty
To those who walk beside thee down life’s road;
Make glad their days by little acts of heauty,
And help them bear the burden of earth’s load.
Love thyself last. TLook far and find the stranger
Who staggers 'neath his sin and his despair ;
Go lend a hand, and lead him out of danger
To heights where he may sce the world is fair.
Love thyself last. The vastnesses above thee
Are filled with Spirit Forces, strong and pure.
And fervently these faithful friends shall love thec,
Keep thon thy watch o’er others, and endure.
Love thyself last ; and oh, such joy shall thrill thee
As never yet to selfish souls was given.
Whate’er thy lot, a perfect peace will £ill thee,
And earth shall scem the ante-room of Heaven.
Love thyself last ; and thou shalt grow in spirit
To see, to hear, to know, and understand
The message of the stars ; lo, thou shalt hear it,
And all God’s joys shall be at thy command.
Love thyself last. The world shall be made better
By thee, if this brief motto forms thy creed.

Go follow it in spirit and in letter ;

This is the true religion which men need. )
—Flla TWVheeler Hilcow (vn Tudependent:

et et
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EXECUTIVE NOTICES.
TIHIEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY,
PRESIDENT'S OFrICE,
LoxpoN, 4th July, 18935.

The subjoined documents are offictally published for general information.
H. S. Oucort, P.T. S.

MEETING OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL,

The General Council met at the London Head-quarters on the 27th June,
pursuant to noticg from the President-Founder, who took the chairand called
the meeting to order at 3 r. . Tho Indian, European and Australasian
Sections were respectively represented by Messrs. B. Keightley and G. R.
S. Mead, General Secretaries, and A. P. Sinnett as proxy for Mr. J. C. Staples.
General Secretary.

The Chair appointed Mr. Mead to act as Secretary to the meeting.

He then, with a few prefatory words, read the following official commu-
nication :—
THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY,
PresipeExt’s OFFICE,

Lo~NDox, June 27th, 1895,
'T'o THE GENERAL Couxcry, T. S.
The undersigned hereby places before you a copy of his Iixecutive
Notice of June 5th inst., in which the separation of the American Section
from the mother Society is recognised; its Charter, those of all assenting
Branches, and the diplomas of all Members or Fellows who have voted for
the Act of Secession, and declared the Theosophical Society to have had no
cxistence, de jure, since the year 1878, are cancelled. The matter iz before
you for such action as you may see fit to take, under Sec. 1 of Art. VI, of

the Rules.
H. S. Orcorr, P.'T. S,

It was then moved by Mr. Sinnett, seconded by Mr. Keightley, that the
President’s Executive Notice of June 5th, 1895, be approved and ratified by
the General Council, and so notified to the Sections.

Carried unanimously. _

The President-Founder then read the following paper to the Couneil
for its information, and the same was, upon motion, ordered to be included
in the published report of the meeting.

THrosopucaL SOCIETY,
. PRESIDENT’S QFFICE,
: LoxpoN, June 27th. 18,
To 1nE GENERAL COUNCIL,—
1 wish to lay hefore you a few remarks about the proposals recently
put forward for a change in the Constitution of the Theosophical Society.
9
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be remitted to the General Treasury of the Society for upkeep of Head-quar-
ters ; and that a provision to this etfect be incovporated in the next revision

of the Constitution.

The President-Founder then aunounced the appointment of Mr. A. P.
Sinuett to the office of Vice-President of the Society, to fill the present
vacancy, and Mr. Sinnett having accepted the same, the Secretary was in-
structed to publish for general information the proccedings of the mecting.

The General Council then adjourned sine die.
G. R. S. MEeap,

Loxpox, June 28th, 1895.
Secretary of the Meeting.

Attest
H. S. Ovcorr, 2. T, S,

APPENDIX.

THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY,
PRESIDENT’S OFFICE,

ZUMARRAGA, SPAIN,
S5th June 189..

AN official letter, of duve Mauy 2nd, 1895, from Mx. W. Q, Judge, of New
York, to the undersigned, in which he sigus as “ President of the T. S. in

America,” communicates the following facts, ¢iz. :-—
1. That the American Section of our Socicty has declared its “ complete

and absolute autonomy ;”’

2. Has adopted the title of *'TUhe Theosophical Society in America ;"

3. Has elected Mr. Judge. President for life, and Dr. J. D. Buck,
Vice-President ; and ‘

4. Adopted a Constitution, by a majority of 181 votes, in a total ballot
~of 201 Branch and Councillors’ votes, cast by Delegates represent-
ing 90 Branches in the Convention.

A verbatim report of the proceedings, sent by Mr. Judge, shows that
the Convention adopted a Preamble to the Resolutions to the effect that
“the different forms of organization through which the body Fkinown as
the ¢ 'Theosophical Society’ [the title being given as above printed—betwecn
inverted commas-—apparently to indicate that the Convention does not

5, had Passed since the year 1878, were solely the result

recognise its validity
of growth, and not of votes” . . “and have been merely de fucto and

not de jure.”

The ouly interpretation of the above acts and declaration which the
undersigned, as one tolerably well acquainted with constitutional aud
parliamentary procedure, is able to arrive at, is that the American Secction,
exercising its indisputable right, in lawful Counvention assembled—

1. Voted to constitute itself a separate and complately autonomous
Society, with its own title, constitution and bye-laws, life-presi-
dent and other officers; and has thus as effectually broken its
relation with the Theosophical Society, as the United States of
America did their colonial relation with Great Britain on July
4th, 1776.

2. Voted to cousider the 'Theosophical Society as a body existing de
focto and not de jure; holding « name to which it is not really
entitled, and having no constitutional jurisdiction over the
Sections, Brauches and Fellows in America and elsewhere, now
holding its charters and diplomas.

Since, however, the Section, Branches and Fellows in question had
recognised the Society’s Jurisdiction up to the date of the meeting of the
Couvention, and assembled as a part of the Society, and are still on our
Head-quarters’ registers; and sinuce the records cannot be altered: save hy
the interveution of the President, it rests with the undersigued to issue the
present Executive Notjee for the information of the concerned; thus com-
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pleting the legal and constitutional separation from the Society of the
participating Officers, Branches and Fellows of the American Section, extin-
guishing the said Section itself, and recoguising it as a new Society, devoted
to the same work as that which the mother Society has for so many years
been prosecuting. As Pre~ident therefore, and official executive representa-
tive of the Constitution of the Theosophical Society, I do now declare aud

proclaim :—

First—That the Charter, heretofore granted by the undersigned, viz,
in the year 1886, for the formation and maintenance of the American Sec-
tion, is hereby abrogated by virtue of the power given in Art. VIL, Sect.
1, of the Rules, and that from April 28th, 1895, the Section ceased to exist.

Second.—All charters of Branches which in Convention voted for the
said Act of Secession, or which may have or shall subsequently vote to adopt
the same, are hereby annulled, and the Recording Secretary is mnstructed to
remove the names of the said Branches from the roll kept at the Society’s
Head-quarters, Adyar.

Third.—The diplomas of all Fellows who have accepted or may in futare
accept for themselves and declare valid the said Act of Secession, are hereby
cancelled ; their holders cease, ipso facto, to be Fellows of the Theosophical
Society ; and it shall be noted on the Society’s Register that they withdrew
themselves from membership on April 28th, or on such other date subse-
(uently as may have marked their adhesion to the Act of Secession aforesaid.

Fourth.—A certain number of Brauches, Branch members and unattach-
ed Fellows of the Society in America, having retused to accept as binding
upon them the said Act of Secession, and expressed their wish to continue
their relations with the Society as heretofore, and the importance and neces-
sity of organised action having been fully proved by experience, the under-
signed gives notice :—

(¢) That he will issue a new Charter for an American Section of the
"Theosophical Society, under the provisions of Art. VII., Secs, 1,2, 4and
5, and hereby confirms the validify of existing Charters of Branches, a majo-
rity of whose members have voted against accepting the Act of Secession
aforesaid, or may change their votes after the date of the present instrument,

(b) To carry into effect the above notice, the undersigned appoints
Alexander Fullerton, Esq., F. T. S,, of New York, Mrs. Kate Buflington
Davis, F. T. 8., of Minneapolis, George E. Wright, Esq., ¥. T. 8., of Chicago,
and William John Walters, ksq., F. T\ S., of San Francisco, a Special Com-
mittee, to collect and forward to the undersigned all petitions and resolutions
pertaining to this husiness, to have charge of all American affairs pending the
issue of a Section Charter, and as Presidential Agents to supervise the proper
organisation of the new American Section of the Theosophical Society.

The undersigned notes with regret that the American Convention was
led into the adoption of the wholly false and misleading idea, that the Theo-
sophical Society, now existing, is not de jure the continuation of the
Society which was formed by H. P. B., the undersigned, and our
colleagues, at New York, in 1875, but an adventitious body, the growth
of circumstances, and having no real corporate authority over its Sections
and Branches. There is, however, at Adyar, the original Record Book
of the proceedings of Council, in which, in Mr. Judge’s own hand
writing, and signed with the name of Mr. A. Gustam, the then Record-
ing Secretary T. 8., is written thce veport of a meeting of Council,
held early in 1878, at which the President was given full discretionary
powers to establish Head-quarters wherever hLe chose, to adopt whatever
neasures he might see fit in the Society’s interest, the Council ratifying
in advance whatever he might do. 'This record is unfortunately in India
at this moment, but it bas been written for, and will Le published at
the earliest practicable date, for general information. 1t will then be
seen how unsupported by facts is the record of the Society’s history
which was laid before the American Counvention and before the counsellor
at-law whose professional opinion was obtained thereupon. When the
Founders left New York for India, the undersigned, in an official order
issued at Loudon, in January, 1879, the text of which is preserved, appointed
Maj.-Gen. Abner Doubleday, U.8.A., F.'I'.S., his representative pro few









