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B e T VIV NG RR

OLD DIARY LEAVES.*
CHarter XXVIIL

HE elemental messenger of H. P>, B. once rang the fairy bell with
pathetically poetic effect, at the moment when her pet canary
died, It is fixed indelibly in my memory from the fact that it is asso-
ciated with the recollection of H. P. B.’s feeling of genuine sorrow. It
was just an ordinary little hen canary, not much to look at for beaunty, but
an amazingly industrious housewife; loveable because so evidently honest.
I forget where we got her, but think H. P. B. brought her from Phila-
delphia and that I bought her mate—a splendid singer—in New York.
No matter; we had them a long time and they came to be almost like
children, as it were. We used to let them fly about the room at their
pleasure, and the male bird would reward ns by perching on a picture-
frame near our work-table and singing most melodiously. The hen
would light upon our table in the most fearless way, walk, chirping, right
under our noses, and pick up aund carry away for nest-building near the
ceiling, up in the bronze ornament on the chandelier pipe, any ends of
twine or other likely materials. She seemed especially to value the
long thin snippings of paper cut off by H. P. B. when pasting and re-
adjusting her foolscap MSS. sheets. Little “ Jenny” would sometimes
wait until her mistress had cut off a piece of paper and dropped it on the
table or floor, and then hop to itand carry it off, to the approving song of
her handsome husband, ¢ Pip.” There was a Turkish carpet with fring-
ed ends on the floor, and this gave Jenny all she conld do. The little

¥ T shall be under great obligations to any friend who wishes well to this his-
torical sketch, if he (or she) will give or lemd me for reference any interesting
documents, or any letters written them doring the years 1875, 6, 7 and 8, by either
H. P. B. or myself, about phenomena, the occult laws which producc them, or events
in the history of the T. 8., or any unewspapers or cuttings from the same relating to
the samesubjects. Loans of this kind will be carefully returned, and I shall be glad to
refund, if desired, any expense for postage incurred by the senders. Reminiscences
of oceult things shown by H. P. B, if described to me by the eve-witnesses, will be
specially valued. I may not live to get out a second Edition of my book, and wish
to make the first as interesting and trustworthy as possible. One ought not, at the
agre of sixty-oune, to trust too much to one’s own memory, although mine seems not to
fail me a3 yev. Friendly Editors will oblige very much by giving currency to this
request, H. 8 0,
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crenture would take one of the strands in her beak, hrace herself squay,
upon her feet, and then lean back aud tug and jerk with all her might,
trying in vain to get it loose.

The nest-building was finished at last, and then Jenny began sii.
ting up aloft over our table, her little head showing beyond the edge of
the bronze cup, or ornament, on the gas-pipe. Pip sang his sweetest,
and we waited for the hatching out of the eggs with pleasurable inter
est. The weeks passed on and Jenny still sat and we waited, but n
young birds twittered and we wondered what could be np. At last one
day when the bird was away after seed and water, I placed a chair on our
writing-table, H. P. B. leld it, and T mounnted for a peep. The nest
was absolutely empty, neither fledgling there nor shell, whether full or
broken: we had been fooled by onr busy little canavy-hen. H.P. B
gave the only possible explanation by saying that “Jenny had heen
sitting on her illusions” : that is, she had persuaded herself that she
had laid eggs and that it was her duty to hateh them out!

All went well with us and the birds for many months, but at last
onr quartette was broken up by the death of Jenny. She was found
lying at her last gasp on her back in her cage. I took her out and
placed her in H. P. B’s hand, and we rzourned together over our pet.
H. P. B. kissed her, gently stroked her plumage, tvied to restore her
vitality by magnetic breathing, but nothing availed; the bird's gasps
orew feebler and feebler, until we saw it conld only be a question of
minutes. Then the stern, granite-faced H. . B. melted into tenderness,
opened her dress, and laid little Jenny in her bosom ; as if to give her
life by placing lier near the heart that was beating in pity for her. But
it was useless ; there came a last gasp, a last flutter of the birdie's hemt,
and then? Then, sharp and sweet and clear in the dhds'a nearus,
rang out a fairy bell, the vequiem of the passing life; and H. P. B. wept
for her dead bird.

Speaking of the possibilities of Mdyd, shall we classify in that cate-
gory the following phenomenon? Oune day, in moving about ab the
table, H. P. B. sent a huge splotch of ink over a light lawn wrapper
that she was wearing. There must have been a teaspoonful of the fluid
and 1t ran in a dozen streams down the front of the skirt to the tloor.
The dress was ruined. T shall drop a veil over the remarks that were
elicited from her, merely saying that they were strong rather than
poetical. Yet she soon showed me that the evil was not remediless, for.
stepping towards her bedroom, but without crossing the threshold, she
turned her back to me and went to passing her hands over the whole
dress, or so much of it as she could reach ; and in another moment turn-
ng towards me, lo! the light spotted wrapper had disappeared and she
stood there clothed in one of a chocolate colonr.  Was this a Miyd ? If

so, when will a Miyd wear out ¥ For she wore the brown dress wtil
it had had its turn of use, and I never saw the light ore again,

She told me once in great glee of a Jiyd that had been put off ot

herself, Shewas travelling in the desert, she said, with a certain ('uptit‘
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yhite magician who shall be nameless and, camping one evening, ex-
pressed the ardent \\'ISI‘I for o cup of good French gt.zfé aw lait. “Well,
certainly, if you wish it so much,” said the guardian guide. He went
to the baggag‘c-came], drew water from the gkin, and after awhile re-
tarned, bringing in his hand a eup of smoking, fragrant coftee mixed
with milk. H. . B. thought tllis, of COurse, was & phenou]ena‘] pro-
ductign, since her companion was a high adept and possessed of
very great powers. So she thanked him gratefully, and drank, and was
delighted, and declared she had never tasted better coffee at the Café
de Paris. The magician said nothing, but merely bowed pleasantly and
stood as if waiting to receive back the cup. H. P. B. sipped the smok-
ing beverage, and chatted merrily, and—but what is this? The coffee
has disappeared and naughtbut plain water remains in her cup ! It never
was anything else; she had been drinking and smelling and sipping
the Mdyd of hot, fragrant mocha. Of course, it will be said that such
an illusion as that may be seen at any travelling mesmeriser’s show,
where parafine oil is made to taste like chocolate and vinegar like
honey. But thereis the difference that theillusion in the case of H. P. B.
was produced in silence, by simple thought-transference, and upon a sub- .
ject who herself had the power of casting glamours over third persous.
From the crude mesmeric experimentation in a village hall, for pay,
to the highest example of méiyavic glamour thrown silently upon one
person or a crowd by an Kastern juggler, fakir, sanyasi or adept, it is
but a difference in degree. One principle runs throughout all these
and all other phenomena, the observation of which is the function of
the bodily senses. Whether the May4d be induced from without by the
spoken word, the suggestive gesturc, or the silent will of another,
orit be self-engendered by the deceived i1magination acting through
the will upon the senses, it is all one, and he who thoroughly masters
the rationale of the show of the village showman and the wandering
naked Indian juggler, will be able to grasp the theory of Maya on a
cosmic scale. When onc is living in daily association with a persun who
possesses this power of casting glamour at will over one, the thought
becomes most burdensome after awhile, for one never knows whether
what is apparently spoken or seen is really so or not. Not even such a
visit as the onc made mc by the Mahditma, with the concomitauts of
his touching me and speaking to me, and my feeling him as a man of
substantial body liko myself, would really be proof that [ was not under
a glamonr at the time., It will be remembered that this train of
thought came up in my mind during the course of our conversation, and
when we were about to part, and that the Mahitma smilingly guve me
the test 1 wanted by leaving his turban, a tangible cotton cloth with his
ayptograph worked on it, on my table,

How much we read in folk-lore tales about * fairy gold” and ¢ fairy
jewels” which by tho next dawu are found twrned into bits of twigs,
leaves, straw or other rabbish ! Such stories one finds current in almost
wery land and among cevery people.  In such cases the prineiple of
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she enquired : What to do at Buffalo® *“ No matter what: take the
money with you.””  On reaching her destination she was told to take a
hack and drive to such an address, and give the money to such and such
aperson ; to make no explanations, but take his receipt and come away.
She did so : the man was found at the address given, and found in
peculiar conditions. He was writing a farewell letter to his fami-
Iy, with a loaded pistol on the table with which he would have
shot himself in another half hour if H. P. B. had not come. It
seems—as she told me subsequently—that this was a most worthy
man who had been robbed of the 23,000 francs in some pecunliar way that
made it necessary, for the sake of events that would snbsequently happen
as a consequence—events of importance to the world—that he shounld
have the money restored to him at a particular crisis, and H. P. B. was
the agent deputed to do this act of beneficence. When we met she had
entively forgotten the man’s name, his street and number. Here we have
acase where the very agent chosen to carry the money to the beneficiary
was herself in most necessitous cireumstances, yet not permitted to use
one frane of the trust fund to buy herself a fresh pound of coffee.

I recollect still another case where H. P. B. had the dispensing of
“fairy-gold”—to use the popular term. Fortunately the beneficiary has
left us the story in printer's iuk.

It seems that at a meeting of certain well-known Spiritnalists of
Boston (Mass.) something was said as to the probability of the Spiritual
Seientist dying out for lack of patronage. The late C. H. Foster, a
famous medium who was present, gave as from a controlling spirit, tho
positive declaration that the calamity in question was impending ;
as, in fact, it was, since its Kditor, Mr. Gerry Brown, had a rather large
note to pay very soon and no means to meet it with. These introductory
facts were published in the Spiritual Scientist, together with the follow-
ing séque], quoted from a clipping from that journal which I find in
one of our scrap-books :—

“A few days ago the manager of the Scisntist received a notice to call
it the Western Union Telegraph Office and receipt for money sent by tele-
graph. He went with the following experience :(—

Scene—Western Union Telegraph Office. Time, noon. 1o the left, receiver
atdesk. Lnter on the right an individual who presents a noney order
liotice,

Clerk. ¢ Are you expecting any money ¥’

Individual. ¢ Well, that’s my name and address on the order, and that’s
Jour yotice to me. 1 have no one in mind however.’

Clerk. ‘Do you kuow of one Sir Henry de Morgan ¥’

Individual. (Smiling broadly.) ¢ Well, I have heard it said, that the
$irig of the gentleman you mention, who lived on carth 250 years ago, takes
kind interest in my welfare. I'll receipt for the money.’

Mnn?]ﬁ:ﬁ‘(, “(]]l],;::,:“g Imc'lf', and ‘(:lnanging tone.) ‘Do you know any one
an identifv vou ¥
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We learn from a circular appended to Mr. Buckley's paper that:

“A beginning has already been made hy the University itself in a Reli.
gious Museum. A special and valuable loan collection of cultus implementy
and other religious objects of Shintoism, Japanese and Indian Buddhism, &,
is on exhibition and in use in the classes of the department. A constantly
increasing special library on Comparative Religion is at the service of stu.
dents.”

In addition to its theoretical side, the department ¢ hopes to make
itself useful to those who are intending to enter the work of foreign
missions, and to those missionaries who may desire to investigate more
deeply the special religions with which they come in contact, or the
subject of religionin general.” It is proposed therefore by the University
to give instruction in the living langnages of the Orient, which, as the
syllabus remarks, will be, “a most valuable as well as an entirely new
addition to the educational opportunities of the country.”

A reference to Mr. Buckley’s paper shows us that he, like most
travelled scholars, seems to deplore the carelessness and inaptitude of
many Enropean missionaries in and for the work they have taken up
foreign countries, and the recklessness with which they throw themselves
into the task of forcing conversion upon races and people, about whose
national customs and religion many of them know and care nothing
Speaking on this particular question Mr. Buckley very wisely re-
marks :—

“In Japan, both Shinto and Baddhist Societies are publishing hitherto
unheard of books, magazines, newspapers, tracts and catechisms, apologetic
and polemic, mainly against Christianity, and. these must obriously be under-
stood and refuted, or the missionary cause suffer.* Even granting that the
missionary should make no overt reference to such gainsayings, but prefer
now as heretofore to proclaim his positive gospel, it remains needful for him
to adapt that gospel to the national mind in general and to the questions
agitating it at any pavticular time. Dut he can do meither of these without
knowledge of the dominant religious ideas of his hearers, or without some
knowledge of the methods dictated by comprelensive study of religion. Every-
one admits this principle in respect to the home preacher, and it applies with
ten-fold force to the foreign one. The danger arising from ignorance, even
of the much less profound relations of etiquette and taste, is so considerable
that while his lack of control over the language is to the newly arrived
missionary a source of great regret, it forms to his more experienced
brethren a source of grveat relief. 'They know well what havoc with the
cemotions of his hearers such an untrained zealot would work.”

Regarded both from its “theoretical” as well as from its “ practical”
side, the work of this department of the Chicago University cannot be
too highly commended. On the one band, the student of religionin
general will have opportunities of enlarging his knowledge and broad-
ening his mind, and on the other the missionary specialist will be
guarded against many of those blunders which “ most easily beset” him.
It may even happen, if he goes deep enongh in his studies, that the

——

* The 1talics in all cases ure ours,—Ed,
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He is called the Preserver and the Lord. He is called by S'ri Chaitanyy
Kshiroda-S'dyin or the permeator of the sweet milk ocean, which iy
the third transformation of Mayd.

Lild Avatira—

Matsya, Kérma, Réma, Nrisimha, Vimana, Varihd, &c. These
Avatdras appear from time to time as cosmic necessities avise, on account
of manvantaric changes. A detailed account is given of these Avatdras
in the Purdnas,

Guna Avataras—

Brahmi, Vishnu and N'iva are the Guna Avataras. A bold asser-
tion is made about Brahmd, which is found nowhere else inthe Hindu
literature. Finding a Jiva of the highest development, Bhagavin suf-
fuses him with Rajas, and the second Purusha energises him with his
S’akti. That Jiva then becomes Brahmad or the creator. If, perchance,
in any Kalpa, no Jiva happens to have attained that high development,
then Bhagavin himself becomes manifested as Brahmi.

Bhagavin himself becomes S'iva, with Maya and Tamas.

Vishnu is beyond Mayd and beyond Tamas. But for the preser-
vation of the universe, Satva is ascribed to Svans’a Vishnu.

Manvantara Avatara—

In one day of Bramhd, there arc 14 manvantaras, in one mouth
420, in one year 5,040, and in one hundred years (the full term of
Brahma) 504,000. Therefore in one Kalpa there ave 504,000 manvantara
Avatdras. So in other Brahmandas.

Yuga Avatiras—

There is an Avatara for every Yuga. The Yuga Avatiras have
four colors—white, red, yellow and black.

Then we come to the third manifestation or A'ves’a Avatira—
A'ves'a is infusion. Bhagavén infuses his S'akti or energy into others
directly or indirectly, to serve some purpose in the evolution of the
universe. The infusion is direct (Mukhya) in the Sanaka brothers,
Nirada, Prethu, Paras'urdma, Sesha and Avanta. It is indirect (Guna)
in the Vibhitis of Bhagavan, as explained in the Bhagavad-Gitd.

This brings me to the end of all extracts taken from the 20th
chapter of the Madhya Iila of Chaitanyacharitamrita. 1 have won-
dered in my mind how the occult lessons imparted by one of the greatest
Masters of India have been sosoon lost to the world, and how the
movement inaugurated only three centuries and a half ago under the
best auspices has seemingly lost all life. But it was not for the ma-
terialistic generations that followed him, nor for the ignorant and
selfish masses amongst whom like a flash he appeared and passed
away,that S'ri Chaitanaya incarnated himself and worked. His hand will
be visible till 10,000 years of Kaliyuga are completed, and we are now
only on the verge of completing its first 5,000 years. - It is for this, that
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¢ Chaitanaya spent the best part of his life at the sacred place of
purushottama, to which he gave the whole of his spiritual magnetism.
ys Garga Samhitd has it, the Purushottama Kshetra will retain its
qnctity for 10,000 years of the Kali Yuga; and the master who contri-
puted to the keeping up of that sanctity to a material extent, is the
Avatira for the coming cycle of 5,000 years of our yuga. When S1i
Chaitanya took to the holy order of Sanydsa, his followers became
disconsolate. Addressing them, he said—* Do you think I can leave
yon,—you who have accompanied me from birth to birth ? I have still
two more incarnations to go through. As now so then also you shall be
myco-workers in proclaiming Bhagavin to the world. It is for the
preservation of the people that 1 have taken to this holy order.” Then
tohismother, he said, “ T shall be thy son in two more births, for the pro-
cdamation of Bhagavdn to the world, and this not long after” (Chai-
tanya Bhigavata, Madhyama Khéinda, chapter 26.)

Is thy promise now to be fulfilled, oh! thou Greatest of the great ?
Thy ground was only prepared in the fifteenth century of the Saka
vear. Thy work is still to be done. Are we people of India to see thy
hand once more ? Are we to know that thou shalt appear once more in
oor midst, with thy companions of old? Such is the belief of many
Vaishnavas at the present day, and may that ever true friend of all
devotees fulfil their cherished wish!

PeryxENDUC NARAYANA Siyua.

WHAT IS “ SAROSH” ?

MHE religions Parsis daily recite their mantras which they eall
“Prayers,” among which there is a formula called ¢ Sarosh-vdj,”
or invocation to Sarosh, without first reciting which no “ prayer” is con-
sidered efficacions. In olden days Sarosh was commonly considered by
the Parsis as an angel, or “ Messenger of God,” just as Gabriel was by
the Christians. In the Avesta, Savosh is called a Yazata, a god. Some
ofthe Western scholars, however, while translating the Avesta, have
rendered Sarosh as ¢ obedience, devotion, truthfulness,” and such like
apressions of mere moral attributes. Instead of correcting them,
sme of the Parsi priest-scholars* have followed these interpretations.
Yowhere in the whole Avesta literature is Sarosh mentioned in the way
these scholars have tried to interpret the term. Sarosh appears there as
1Yasata. Those, therefore, who have translated Sarosh by mere moral
Wlributes, have gone far from the fundamental teachings of the philo-
Wphy of Mazdaism. In stripping Sarosh of his entity and conscious-
Ness they have, as it were, killed him. The following attribntes of
S‘t"’sil from yasna 57 will perhaps show to students of Theosophy whao
Mroshy i e

~
—

* h; | o . ; " -
Vi, y ’,;f:,“s:‘n ¢ by Krvad Sheriarji Dadabhai Bhavueha ; Bahnumai-Mazdiyasnan,
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(a) He is a Yazata (a god); () He is the Protector; (¢) Heis
beautiful ; {d) Heis victorious, having magical weapons with him ; (e)
He is the furtherer of the world’s advancement ; (f) He is holy ; (9) He
is ever-wakeful, having “ never slept since the commencement of the
world ;” (k) It is throngh his guidance that mun hopes to approach
Ahura-Mazda ; (2) He is the smiter of evil demons, vicious men.and
vicious women, and Daevi-Drukhsh, the world-destroying;* (j) He
protects us at night from the attacks of evil elementals, &c. (For this
reason Sarosh-yashta, another long mantra, has been recited by some
religious Parsis at night); (k) Sarosh is the offspring of Ahura-Mazda.

Any one who has studied Theosophy well, and especially the
Seven Principles, will see from the above attributes that they can be ap-
plied to the Higher Ego. (a) The Higher Ego is universal as well as indivi-
dual ; and he is a Yazata while universal. (4) He is our Protector, nodoubt,
whois our true guide, night and day. (¢) It is on the plane of the Higher
Manas that the devotee hears (sees) the voice. (The very root of the word
signifies it : Sarosh comes from the root §ru==to hear). Those who
have gone deeper into the study of occultism will see that where
there is sound there is colour, and where there is colour there is the
ripa, form, the “body,” which is effulgent, bright and beautiful. (d)
The Higher Ego is victorious, because he has always those victorious
“weapons”’—Will and Intuition—combined with higher magical powers
to gain victory over the lower self. (¢) No explanation is needed to
show that the Higher Kgo is the furtherer of the world’s spiritual
advancement. (f) He is holy, becanse devoid of any earthly tinge, a
“ Flame” detached from its pavental source since the world was created,
and having all the purity and holiness of his parent. (g) He is ever-
conscious. (1) He plays the part of a mediator between the lower self
and A’'tmd. (¢) The plane on which the Higher FKgo works being that
of Fire, it is impossible for the lower elementals to approach him.
(j) It is he who protects us at night. (k) He is the offspring of the
Absolute.

The Parsi begins—

“In the name of Ahura-Mazda! Lord of Progression! May His glory
and light increasc !

« Sarosh, the holy, of effulgent hody, of magical weapons, of victorious
weapons, raler of all the creatures of Abura-Mazda,—mayest thon mani-
fest !

“From all sins T recede with Patet. Of all the evil thoughts, which T
have harboured in my mind, evil words which I have spoken, evil deeds
which I have done,—~committed in this world, or which may be potential in
me,—from all these sins relating to thoughts, words and deeds, bodily snd
psychic, earthly and heavenly, O Ahura-Mazda ! I recede from them by the
three words [ Manashni, Gavashni, Kinashni].”

* Sarosh is a ¢ Flame,” and it isin close relation witk the One Divine Fire.
“ S'rushti Agne navasya me stomasya vira vis'pate vimdyinas tapushd rakshaso deha,”
—* Heroic Agni! Lord of the people! on hearing my new hymn, burn up with thy
heat the deluding Rakshasas,” says the V, Sanhitd,
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from whose pen we have not had the pleasure of secing anything of late,
contributes a pleasant and chatty paper, “ Alchemy as a Spiritual Science,”
“The Veil of Miyd” is continuned. Bhavani Shanker commences a transiation
of the Kalki Purina, which promises well. The foot-notes are useful anq
ought to make the text morve intelligible to Western readers. Mr. Mead
writes on “ Moulds of Mind,” showing how easy it is to crystallize into dog-
matism. A few shorter articles complete o very excellent number,

The Path.—May. H. I ldge opens the number with sowme pithy re.
marks on Egos and their Logos, collected under the heading “ United yet
Independent.” M. Tookaram Tatya gazes at the reader from page 37, “A
Stranger within the Gates” is a rather ghastly story of child ohsession,
which will be better understood out here in Tndia than in Ameviea.

Journal of the Mahd-Bodhi Society.—'The May und June numbers of Mr,
Dharmapala’s excellent little journal contain the usnal selections, notes and
original articles, all of interest to Buddhists and sympathizers,

THE KEY TO PALMISTRY .*

The literature of Palmistry has within the last few years increased con.
siderably, as also the number of devotees of the enlt. It would perhaps be
inaccurate to say that the “ Science of Palmistry” had itself developed very
much since Desbarolles published his great work ; for there seems too great
a tendency among modern exponents to follow precedent, rather than strike
out a new line for themselves. Consequently one hardly expects to find in
the new text-hooks anything that is not contained in the works of the French
author above-named, Heron Allen and others of the older school. The late
Liouise Cotton certainly made a praiseworthy attempt to illustrate the prac-
tical side of palmistry as applied to the diagnosis and treatment of disease,

Had she lived no doubt she would have done more, for her personal experience
was great.

Our present authoress in a modest preface states that her little work
“is written for the purpose ot laying before those who are interested in Pal-
wistry, and wish to know more, a simple and concise foundation or ground-
work on which they can base their own studies and researches.”

The arrangement and general detail of the present text-book seem
very similar to those of its predecessors, though an atiempt at a new
departure is made in the chapter on “ Marringe™” by collecting the chief
maxims and ruales of delineation on the subject, and thus presenting the
available matter in o more comprchensive and less discursive form than
usual. Works on Palmistry are generally so discursive that the unfortunate
learner often leaves his studies withont carrying away any definite infor-
mation. The paragraphs treating of * Nationality as shown in the hand,”
are interesting and might with advantage be expanded. We trust that the
fair authoress in the larger work which she promises us in the future will
be able to add materidlly tothe “ Science of Palmistry” by bringing her own
enlarged personal experience to hear aud by carefully and concisely sum-
marising the results of her study.

* By M. . Langridge. London : Nichols and Co,, 23, Oxford Nt., W. Price sis-
pence.
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THE STUDY OF VICE*

The object of this pamphlet, as the author informs us, “is to draw the
tteutwn of the scientitic public to the study of vice on scientific hasis,
“huh has been neglected.” 'I'he author contends that religion, morality and
cience require that even vice should be scientifically studied, and he there-
jre proceeds with complete frankness to discuss (infer alia) prostitutional life
«in its various phases.” Quotations and illustrations from the Shastras
sbound together with arguments based on modern western psychology,
ience and  political economny. We are notable tofollow all our author’s
greuments, but doubtless his pamphlet will give food for thought to those

interested in these subjects.
The composition, spelling and punctuation leave much to be desired.

THE STANDARD DICTIONARY.

The Funk and Wagnalls Company have amply and honorably fulfilled
their contract with the subscribers to their Dictionary ; of which the first of
the promised two volumes is issued. In copiousness, intelligence in arrauge-
ment of the text, mechanical execution (both internal and external) and
practical utility to the literary craftsmen as well as the ordinary reader or
wiiter of Knglish, the worl is a superb advance in lexicography. The hasty
examination we have for the moment heen able to give it, shows that the best
wthorities have not invariably been consulted ; as, for example, with respect
toBuddha and Buddhism. The definers appear to have been personally
nther ignorant of the subjects and to have taken their definitions from non-
Buddbistic, hence incompetent and prejudiced authorities. In the body of
the text Buddha is spoken of as a personality, his proper name of Siddhar-
thanot being given. Although it is stated that ¢ Buddba’ meaus ¢ Eulight-
ened, vet it says that Buddha was Dborn at Kapilavastu, whereas it was
the Prince Siddhartha who was born there. So also in defining the beliet
of Buddhists as to the periodical appearance of Buddha to help mankind,
thedefiner makes the serious mistake of giving us the common belief of all
Buddhists, the incarnation of Buddhi, the Divine Intelligence, an assertion
which will amuse the High Priest Sumangala. It might have helped to
aroid errors if the Editor-in-chief had sent his cards on Oriental religious
sbjects for filling in to native Oriental scholars in India and Ceylon,
instead of entrusting them to untravelled Western Doctors of Divinity or
rturned Missionaries, whose sectarian bias untits them for doiug justice to

ton-Christian religionaries and religious systems.

Cheosopbhical Hctivities.

EUROPE. .
Loxvox, May, 1894.

‘ I'thought you would probably be interested to hear about Mrs. Besant’s
“edish trip, so T have specially “ interviewed” her on the subject, with an
:Veto this letter ! She and Bertram Keightley started on the 18th for Go-
tenh“m but the lecture there did not come off as arranged, owing o0 &
Velve hours’ delay en route from a very rough passage; uccoxduwly thc

0“: \ll Appeal to the Scientitic World : being a Scientitic Exposition of the Stud)
Te:” By V., C. Lonakar, 1894, Ripon l’zcas, Bomhay-.
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first lecture was given at Stockholm. There they stayed with Dr. Zander,
the President of the newly-formed Scandinavian Sub-Section, who indecd
may almost be called the father of the movement in Sweden, and who by his
wisdom and calm judgment, his never-failing energy and activity in the
Theosophical cause, has materially helped to make the movement there the
undoubted power which Mrs. Besant veports it to be. Iler trip to Sweden in i
fact was principally to attend the first Convention of the Section at Stock-
holm ; partly also on general propaganda work, of course. She and My,
Keightley received the warmest of welcomes from the Conveuntion, at which
both addressed those assembled. "Uhen in the evening there was a public
lecture from Mrs. Besant to a very large audience; bhesides meetings and
receptions. She tells me that the general effect of all these was to entirely
change the tone of the press, which had hitherto maintained an almost hos
tile attitude. The receptions were conducted on a quite novel prineiple, to
us at least, for each person went in singly to see Mrs. Besant. The second
Stockholm lecture was cven more crowded than the first, and after it came
a very big reception indeed, at which she received an almost “royal”
greeting.

From Stockholm they went to Upsala, where Mrs. Besant lectured in
the University Hall, to a very full audience, composed principally of Pro-
fessors and students—which was good. This was at noon ; then in the after-
noon she met the members of a scientific society connected with the Uni-
versity, and spoke to them of * states of consciousness,” from a Theosophi-
cal point of view, putting the subject before them as a scientific hypothesis,
which explaining—as it does—all the facts, has a right to be investigated by
science. She hopes and believes that much good was thereby effected ; at
any rate her audience was evidently profoundly interested, and keenly atten-
tive. J'rom here they returned to Gothenburg, where the missing lecture was
delivered, and from thence straight back to England, reaching London on
the 29th. Everything throughout was most harmonious ; and Mrs. Besant
told me that, siuce she has been back in England, nothing had more vividly
reminded her of India than the way in which she was everywhere overwhelm.
ed with flowers, and the crowds who saw her off at the Railway stations.
At Stockholm, she says, there was quite a commotion ! Bertram Keightley
won golden opinions from all by the manner in which he explained difficul-
ties, and patiently entered into conversation after conversation, for hours at
a stretch, clearing up all sorts of kuotty points in philosophy and metaphy-
sics, to the evident satisfaction of his questioners.

Of course Mrs. Besant has been lecturing hard, more or less, ever since she
arrived ; besides the Swedish tour, she has attended the quarterly Conference
of the Northern Federation at Harrogate, where she gave two public lectures;
lectured also at Bradford, Manchester, Margate, and other places; and has
many others in prospect. She goes over to Paris on the 12th of June, to
lecture for the French T. S., and will also take one of the Duchesse de
Pomar’s Wednesday evenings, while in Paris,

We kept White Lotus Day as usual in the Blavatsky Lodge, only this
year we arranged to meet in the evening, which enabled many more members
to be present than on former occasions. Mrs. Besant supplemented the
usual readings by giving us a short biographbical sketch of H. P.B., which
naturally created much interest, and was a welcome addition to the usual
commemoration of our great teacher’s life and work.

e ——————
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you will, I am sure, be truly sorry to hear of Mr. Mead’s serious illness ;
relapse after influenza brought on complete prostration, and his doctor has
iuocked off all work, and sent himn away for change. He moved down to
garrow, to stay with Mrs. Marshall, on the 20th, and will remain there as
jong &S eVer he can be spared from Head-quarters. He has, as a matter of
fuct, been steadily overworking himself for months past, so we were none of
ssreally surprised at this complete and jlamentable break-down ; and only
qust it may result in enforcing the rest he so sorely needs, and which alone
qn restore him to health again.

Another new Lodge has been formed at York; the charter has been issued,
ad they start well, with a Library, and every prospect of making a good
yorking centre. The hoped-for Lodge at Ramsgate and Margate, which
was to follow as a result of Mrs. Besant’s lecture, has resolved itself into
ascheme for two Liodges, a Ramsgate and a Margate ono respectively. This
will be all the better, as it of course involves a larger membership in the T. S,,
md the two towns are just far enough off to make co-operation a little
dificult when it becomes a question of attending meetings, &e.

* * * * * * %

Ialways turn with interest to Prince Krapotkin’s periodical instalments
of“Recent Science” in the Nineteenth Century, for he rarely fails to note
something that bears either directly or indirectly -on occult science, and the
teachings of the Esoteric Philosophy. This time he discourses at some con-
siderable length on the sun’s photosphere, corona, &c., and states his confi-
dent belief that these disputed points will be cleared up by the present
methods of research,—a research conducted as we know on purely material
lnes. Needless to state of our equally confident belief that such partial me-
thods are doomed to failure. Indeed Krapotkin admits sadly that on many
important points (re the sun) “ final results” are * extremely discordant’ !
He then surns his attention to plants, their methods of growth and nutrition.
Here he frankly declares that ‘“ the merely physical explanations of life-phe-
momens in plants which have hitherto been in vogueare no longer found
suficient.” Some very interesting particulars of the effects of light—or its
partial exclusion—on various flowers are given. Curiously enough the fol-
lowing and concluding sentences of his article chime in wonderfully with
eertain observations in a paper given in a recently published number of
“Iransactions of the Scottish Lodge I'. 8. The paper, which is a most in-
teresting and original one, is stated to have been written “Dby an English
Adept,” expressly for the Scottish Lodge. Krapotkin concludes thus :—

“The above-mentioned researches, and many more which could be mentioned
hesides, already prove that it lies, to a great extent, in men’s hands to modify the
shape, the structure, and the general aspect of plants. Not only on the long and cir-
aitous way of selection of casual variations, but also by the direct method of appeal.
ing fo environment to produce the desired variations, and to make a start with
them, This is what Nature does every day and everywhere on a gigantic scale.”

Professor Dewar is still conducting his most interesting experiments,
% I see by notices thereof continually appearing in newspaper and
Bagazine. In the current number of the Kdinburgh Review there is an
ide on “The Liquefaction of Gas,” which gives accounts of these
- Speriments of his, of which the writer says that ¢ By Professor
tUe;ve:’ii‘ l‘es?al'clles some approach has for the first time been m.ade

sing, in the laboratory, interstellar conditious.” Among other curious
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results enumerated—results which arc admitted to have great signiicance
~-are the effects of cold upon colour, sulphur turns white, vermilion fades
to pale orange; whereas *blue tints, no less than organic colours of every
shade, appear indifferent to temperature.”” 'This should be interesting to
the student, and it would be both curious and instructive to hear what the
alchemist has to say to these strange metamorphoses.

In a recent number of the Spectator a writer speculates as to why those
who believe wizards nearly always prefer to consult those of a race inferior to
their own, or who are in circumstances where their occult powers are of no
use to themselves. After quoting several instances, including a most comical
charm used by a New York negro wizard for vecalling unfaithful lovers,
he comes to the conclusion that the true rcason must lie in the idea that
powers are appealed to which are *hostile to God”, and that those of an
inferior race would naturally be nearer to such evil powers! Thig, as
an example of crooked and one-sided rcasoning, is quite inimitable. 'The
writer further suggests that this is why all the ‘greater creeds” have re-
garded wizards with horror, and the best Roman Catholics Jook upon
spivitualism with antipathy and disgust. Truly, for ignorance always
fears what it cannot—or will not—understand.

A writer in this month’s Cornlhill seems to have been disporting himself
on the astral plane to some effect, in that he has produced a most interesting
article on “the sensations experienced by an Hachisch cater,” as a result of
his wanderings. His descriptions are most vivid and sensational ; here is an
example :(—

“ Thoughts seized on me with fury, and unchained and disentangled themselves
by torrents in my brain, and developed a rapid succession of geometrical combina-
tions which appeared to e the simplest, as well as the most exact, expression of
those ideas which one is obliged to render in an approximate manner by prolix
words of gross mouiding. 1 should have liked to fix on paper these fugitive figures
of my wisible thoughts, but the rapidity of their succession absolutely excluded me
from this complicated operation. My head became as it were the burning source of
fireworks, throwing up bouquets of stars, in dazzling forms, but of perfect design,
of alight so intense and of colours so brilliant that nothing in nature had ever
cyqualled them.”

L4}

he writer further tells how completely he lost all 1dea of time; how he
appeared to be gifted with the lightness of a sponge (small wonder, if he was'
“out in his astral”) and had to hold on firmly to a tree ! Then that he towered
*“ above the horizon,” so large did he grow; and various other—*illusions.”
Yor of course these experiences are all relegated by our intelligent narrator
to the realm of unreality. Students will, however, recognise many of these
“ illusions” as being ouly too real in the realm of fact and experience.

Mr. Frank Podmare, of the Psychical Research Society, is publishinga
volume very shortly hearing the portentous title “Aspirations and Thought-
transference: or, the Comimunication of Sensations, Ideas, Emotions, other-
wise than by the known Senses.” 1 hear that the book will contain some
really interesting data; certainly the names of Professors Lodge aund
Sedgwick are vouchers for something a little out of the cowmmon run of
ordinary so-called psychic investigation.

A, L. C
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INDIA.

After leaving Ernacolum, Mr. K. Narayanaswamier visited the follow-
ing places, delivered lectures to the public and created a good deal of
jnterest in matters theosophical :—Parur, Calicut, Palghat, Bhawani, Salem
ad Trichengode. The long defunct Branch at Pallachi has been revived, and
piswas mainly dae to onrbrother. Onthe whole, his tour has been very suc-
cessful and almost all the branches in Sonthern India have been visited hy
him.

Bro. J. Srinivasa Row visited Bellary.and adjacent places, and to popu-
larise theosophic ideas amongst the masses, delivered about ten lectures in
Telugn. These lectures have prodnced very excellent effects, and enquiries
pour into this office for information ahout the I'. 8. and its principles. Our
brother i3 a good T'elugu scholar, commanding local respect, and his public
leetures are likely to do more good in the (‘eded Districts and the Northern
(ircars.

Bro. . Kotayya, who has been for some time unwell, has thoroughly
recovered himself. Heis now recruiting his health and will begin branch
visiting in due course,

Pandit Bhawani Sauker is taking rest in Mangalore, utilising his
leisure for the best purpose possible. He is translating the Kalki Puranc, a
portion of which has already appeared in Lucifer.

A Sanskrit School has been started by the Jallandhur Branch, known by
the name of “ H. P. B. Sanskrit School.” Miss Ir. H. Miiller delivered a lec-
wre ab this place, and the formation of the school is almost entirely due to
the pecuniary support rendered by her on the occasion and promised for the
futnre. Onr esteemed sister visited also the Lahore Branch and encouraged
its members to active work. Her stay in India has been of much use in the
North.

An association has been formed in Nilphamari, known as ““ The Aryan
Boys' League,” nnder the guidance of Babu Umanath Ghoshal, the President
of the local Branch T'. S,

As notified in the June 7'heosophist, the school for the education of
Pariahs was opened very near to our Adyar compound a week ago. Mr.
Ryden, acting under the instruction of the President-lounder, formally
opened the institution with 25 boys to begin with. ‘The school is to be
managed by the Pariah community of Adyar, under the direction and
guidance of the P. F., who is its sole supporter. The boys will be tanght
rading and writing in English and Tamil and speaking Hindustani  The
ingtitutiow will supply the real want of a degraded community if properly
mnaged and kept up.

The Bankipore and the Patna Boys’ Associations are doing very well
uder the management of the local Theosophists.

The lectures delivered by Mrs, Besant in Bombay were reported verba-
by a veporter specially engaged for the occasion, gnd have heen sent to
Lndon for correction. I'hey will be published in book form by the Bombay
branch in due course.

The Midnapore and the Mozufferpore bLranches alveady have requested
Uat their stations he included in the programme of Mrs. Besant's tour in the

e
"“teold weather.  Thue attention will be paid to their invitations when the
I‘nnnf.n“,“‘.Q are lllﬂd(.‘.
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The following movement deserves public attention and support. Many
nobles have taken part in the organisation :

“THE SANATAN DHARMA RaKsuak SaNsgrRIT COLLEGE, MEERUT
(N. W. p).

Under the distinguished patronage of the Sanatan Dharmovalambi Chiefs
and Nobles of India ; and under the care of all Dharma Sabhas
and Theosophic Societies.

The institution has been established to carry into practice the third
resolution of the monstrous meeting of ** Nigamagam” Dharma Sabha of the
Sadhus and Grihastas of all parts of [ndia in the last Triveny-mahakumbha-
mela.

Object :—To form a model institution in India for protecting and reviving
the Sanatan Dharma by practical means of higher Sanskrit education and
religious training.

The necessity for the religious and moral regeneration of India is
apparent to all those who have a mind to feel for the present degraded
condition of our dear motherland. And there is none perhaps to deny the
greatest importance of such an institution in India. Now the College has
been founded at Meerut, considering it to be the healthiest place in Upper
India and within the limits of ¢ Bramhavarta,” the most sacred part of India

and the principal seat of our holy Rishis.”
P. R. V.

' CUTTINGS AND COMMENTS.

““ Processes of thought may be so concentrated in
Dogmatism  definite channels as to be automatic, as we have already

and Igno-  seen in unconscious cerebration. Narrowness of mind,
rance. dogmatism, bigotry, result from undue concentration

of thought-processes, in questions of opinion concern-
ing which the mind should be kept open to receive fresh lights, from
whatever source they come. Here we see the well-known connection
between dogmatism and ignorance. Only ignorance can make possi-
ble dogmatism in matters of opinion. And ignorance is unconscious-
ness of all those associations which constitute knowledge. It is
accompanied by limited diffusion of nerve substance.” These wise
words are taken from ‘¢ The Springs of Conduct,” by C. Llovd Mor-
gan.

Max Miiller Prof. Max Miiller in the course of a long letter to
on Child- the Zimes on the child-widows of India, writes as
widows. follows :(—

“ As it always happens, a number of nati~es of the better sort came
forward to maintain that the newspaper accounts of cruelties inflicted on
young widows in India arve very much exaggerated. Who would deny that
there are thousands of well-conducted families in India in which the young
widow of any member of the family is treated with respect and kindness—
nay, with a mixture of pity and reverence? No doubt they are made to
work, and in many cases the work, which was formerly done by them with-
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it demuy; appears now, particalarly if they have received a better educa-

oty irksome and degrading to many of them. To say that all widows, and
ore particularly all child-widows, are ill-treated by relatives, or encouraged
Oleada disreputable life, is certainly a falsehood, and a falsehood that
coﬂ]d find no credence amongst people acquainted with the true Indian
geracter, and with the very strong family feeling that prevails among
fe better classes. But admitting all this, it cannot be deunied that
pere are frequent exceptions, and that the law provides no remedy
fr them. On the contrary, the law recognises the right of cach family
p claim the widows who have run away from their homes, however
ntolerable their treatment may have been. Nor can the results of
is system be denied. ‘The number of young widows who are driven
tos more or less disreputable mode of life is considerable, and though
itis difficult to get evidence as to cruelties exercised within the sacred
precincts of a private house, cases of runaway widows and cases of
aicides among them crop up again and again in the records of the police
ourts. These cases may be exceptional, but they may also be symptomatic
ofa widespread disease which it is nowhere more easy to conceal than in
ndia. Pandita Ramabai as well as Babu Sasipada Banerjee, who have both
for many years maintained a refuge for widows, could tell, and have told,
heart-sickening stories. The last case that has attracted attention in
India is sad, but very simple. A young widow, after the death of her
husband last January, was so depressed in spirits at the thought of
the life she would have to live that she refused to take any food. On the
regnlar fast-day for Hindu widows, when they are not allowed evena drop
of water, she retired to her room saying that she was going to observe the
day as a close fast. At 4-30 p.M. she was found unconscious, and there being
o one in the house, information was sent to her brother. The latter came
with two doctors, but she was dead Dbefore their arrival. Some narcotic
pison seems to have accelerated her death. Who is to blame ? It will be
sid, Was it not simply a case of suicide from grief, which may happen in
any conntry, and not in India only ? Not quite so. It was the humiliation
and the austerity of a Hindu widow’s life which proved too much for her as
for other young widows. Death seems preferable to a life of continual
misery. If there were a life, if not of happiness, at least of usefulness left
open to them, they would as little think of starving themselves to death as
the widows in any other country. In all these cases the law seems impo-
tat. Who can prove that a person who starves herself to death did not
liea natural death ? Who has a right to enter a heuse, or to examine the
hdies of zenana, in order to carry on in India the work which in England
550 nobly done by the Society for preventing cruelty towards children ? 1f
there is & country where such a society ought to exist and would find plenty
#work to do, itis India, only it would have to protect not children only,
but that strange product of India, and of India only, the child-widows,
tildren who ave formally married toelderly men belonging to good fami-
“98, who often never see their husbands, but who, when their husbands die,
i doomed for life to an existence which in the best cases is one of joyless
drlldgery, excluding all hope of renewed happiness, and fully accounting for
- lhe eagerness of Indian widows in former timesto die on the same pile with
theje husbands, or, as the law does no longer allow this, to end their life by
How starvation, or by jumping into a well,”

8
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Said a young person to me, aboard the ‘‘ Peshawuyr,”

Our glorious the other day: ‘‘Really, the natives (of India)are
modern civi-  getting quite civilised : they sit at tables and eat off
lisation!  of plates, just like ourselves " She was alight-tinted
Eurasian of twenty, going ‘“ home” to the land of her

(paternal) ancestors to polish up a bit and return again in due time,
She sat opposite me at table, and favoured the company with such
original remarks as the above from time to time. ‘‘ Did you ever eat
curry and rice off a plantain-leaf with your fingers ?,” I asked.
“ Why no, of course not : did you ?” she rejoined. Her surprise
on hearing that I had committed this solecism in manners countless
times was amusing in the extreme, I told her I had that very morning
been reading a book which would give her a fair idea of some of the
blessings of modern civilisation, and data by which she might judge
whether the price paid by society for the acquired habit of sitting at
tables and eating off half-washed plates was not a trifle high. I point-
ed out the following passages in the late Mr. Montague Williams'
““Round London ;"* calling attention to the fact that the author was

a Q. C. and one of the best known Police Magistrates of London:

“If any one has any doubts asto the brutalities practised on women

by men, let him visit the London Hospital on a Saturday night. Very
terrible sights will meet hiseye. Sometimes as many as twelve or fourteen
women may be seen seated in the receiving-room, waiting for their bruised
and bleeding faces and bodies to be attended to. In nine cases out of ten
the injuries have been inflicted by brutal and perhaps drunken husbands.
The nurses tell me, however, that any remarks they may make reflecting

on the aggressors are received with great indignation by the sufferers. They
positively will not hear a single word against the cowardly ruffians.”

Mr. C. Mostyn writes to the Spectator :—In the

Sitting in the first volume of the Saturday Magazine, 1832, occurs the
azr. following account of a Brahmin named Sheshal, who
was then performing this feat at Tanjore, in Madras:—

“He exhibited before me in the following manner: he first allowed me
to examine a stool about 18 in. in height, on the seat of which were two
brass stars inlaid, a little larger than a dollar; he then displayed a hollow
bamboo, 2 ft. ir. length, and 2} in. in diameter. 'The next article was a roll
of antelope skin, perhaps 4 in. in circumference and 2 ft. in length. The
man then concealed himself in a large shawl], with these three articles and a
large bag, after a delay of five minutes, during which he appeared very busy
under the shawl, he ordered the covering to be taken off him, and he was
discovered actually sitting cross-legaed in the air, but leaning his right arm
on the antelope skin, which communicated horizontally with the hollow bam-
boo, which again was connected perpendicularly with the stool, directly
over one of the brass stars. He sat for more than half an hour counting his
beads in his right hand, and without once changing the expression of his
countenance, which was quite calm, and as if this new mode of sitting was

* London, Macmillan & Co., 1894. Colonial Library SCI'I_CS_






















