




26 THE THEOSOPHICAL WORKER � �������

quoted from Kipling’s strong statement on 
Reincarnation,

God never wasted a leaf or a tree ;
Do you think he would squander huraan soûls ?

Clever figures and illustrations support this 
suggestion. The slow advance of évolution 
—the idea that the Human Era on earth 
measures only as one inch if the earth’s story 
is reckoned as one yard—and the 300,000 
générations of 3,000 million soûls that need 
an accounting if individual soûls for each 
birth are supposed ; and the problem, how 
could such continuous progress be made 
with this discontinuity ; these make one 
treasure the help given to the plan of the 
évolution of life through Reincarnation, and 
the point is thrust well home. In this book 
the quotations are almost too numerous, yet 
they are very well applied, and interesting, 
and the conception of Whitman that “ Under- 
neath ail, (lie) individuals,” is so well worked 
out that this very greatly needed idea of the 
worthwhileness of the individual should re- 
ceive notable forwarding in the hearts of 
readers of the booklet. That note is sounded 
in another way in a companion, ����2�0�+��  
- 5��� 4������� %���  Here the perception 
of the universe as evolving is based on the 
concept of the changing note of the religions, 
that are the root of manifestation, since they 
are the expression of man’s relation to God. 
The alteration thus shows the tone of the 
next civilization. Whereas in Christianity, 
the comparatively modem religion, God is the 
Father, now we hâve changed, and begin to 
see God is in our brother-man, He is in us ; 
it is the immanence of the Divine that is now 
our urge. We become not only our brother’s 
keeper, but our �0�  keeper, and our drive lies 
in the thought that what 0�  do is important, 
and that the method is here and now service 
—declared by H. G. Wells to be the new 
password for the era. The booklet on ���  
2�0� 3�#�(�#� ��#�!����  is valuable. The 
Austro-American is painted in vivid colour 
psychologically, and made living with anec­
dotes and illustrations from the writer’s ripe 
expérience. Giving a glimpse of a plan at 
work, expounded by the Great Rishis, and

unfolding before us, when we find how clearly 
the goal of his évolution is seen within the 
first man, and visioning the racial background 
as this continuing expérience for ourselves as 
individuals, Miss Neff builds up a sound case 
for the destinies of the nations, intertwined as 
they are with groups of workers reincarnating 
together with one race after another. It is 
perhaps a misfortune that this basic présenta­
tion is somewhat weakened—to me—by a 
permissive instead of a positive use of informa­
tion. For example, the succession of the 
British to their own inheritance as Romans, 
and of the United States to its inheritance 
from Egypt, is so clearly portrayed that it is 
a pity to introduce the one as a revival of 
the other with the phrase “ so-to-say,” or to 
speak of clearly suggested relationships with 
Egypt with an, “ I am inclined to think.” If 
we think that the Great Rishis hâve unrolled 
this plan to us, and find such weighty évi­
dence to support our intuition of its rightness, 
stronger and definite phrases may be used.

Mr. Burt’s booklet, "��������� ���� '��!  
����  discusses the basis of this war from 
the angle of his co-religionists. But it goes 
wider than that, since his appeal has a gener­
al basis that is fundamental to religion, and 
to our conceptions in them of our direction 
to God. The picture of the évolution of 
forms but the unity of life within them, and 
the outworking of a planned purpose, so that 
the worn-out forms are destroyed to be re- 
placed by more fitting ones, is applied to this 
historical struggle between democracy and 
autocracy, freedom and totalitarianism. New 
forms to spread out the plenty of production, 
and to enable the individual to live in the free 
wealth of his being, are to replace the sépara­
tive and possessive ones. When we see this 
mighty plan, we must live for it, or if need be, 
die to protect its growth when attacked, but 
always in the spirit taught by Shri Krishna, 
fighting without passion.

Attention should be paid to the use of the 
brown ink, which is trying, especially when 
the small print of the longer booklets is used ; 
and the alignment of the type page with page 
is needed. —E. MARION � � �  ����



The Pôle Star of Truth at Benares
[A Review of the 67th International Convention, held at Benares, 

26-31 December 1942— by M.]

/ ^ \ N  December 24, the eve of Convention, 
there was unveiled on the South Lawn 

at the Section Headquarters at Benares a 
statue of the Child Dhruva, the youngest of 
the Rishis, a Symbol of India, and well may 
that great Rishi, pictured as looking towards 
the Pôle Star, the guiding star of Truth, be 
taken as symbolic of the 67th International 
Convention. That statue, reproduced in 
photograph, and imposed on the map of India, 
formed a striking badge for delegates.

THE PRESIDENT CALLS TO TRUTH

“What is our Theosophy and our member- 
ship of The Theosophical Society if when 
such a Call as the whole world now sounds 
in our ears is not answered with our glorious 
Truth, and our no less glorious Brotherhood ? ” 
said the President, greeting the Convention 
on the following day. Thus at the outset 
came out one of the main thèmes of Conven­
tion. It was the Call of Dhruva the Path- 
finder ; it reappeared outstandingly in the 
richness of the Presidential Address, where 
there occurred another of those deep visions 
the President gives from time to time where 
the Truths of Theosophy, stated widely, and 
trenchantly also in the clear-faceted summary 
of them, crystallizing thus as a jewel this 
compact and gleaming outline of Theosophy. 
When he so re-faces Theosophy the state- 
ments that resuit are from the master-hand 
of one who has sought and found the need 
of others—possibly as well, and first, his own 
—to understand life, and Theosophy, from a 
new day’s standpoint. Nor does he leave 
only the direct statement of truths so found, 
but like his predecessor demands that they 
be put into action.

He called : “Every Truth applies to every 
problem, and is likely to be partly instru­

mental in solving it . . . and at no time could 
it ever be more urgent for problems to be 
solved than now, when the world is beset by 
problems some of which, for want of a true 
solution, are barring the way to victory, while 
others are barring the way to a lasting Peace.” 
He called to India to play her part ; he called 
to Theosophists everywhere to find their duty 
to India and to their nation ; he called to 
Young Theosophists to join with the elders 
—who would be young in spirit—in holding 
aloft the flag of Theosophy ; he called to 
spread the Light of Theosophy, and for the 
cessation of cruelty and ugliness. And the 
Convention talks carried out ail these things 
practically and in a steady rhythm.

THE FORMATIVE POWER OF A 
CONVENTION

It would seem that the President provided 
the threads of purpose, that organizers, work- 
ers and speakers had seized upon them, may- 
be even in the world of thought, and had 
woven them into a fabric where each of the 
diverse colours took its place in the pattern. 
Leaders présent and past were United in in- 
vocatory thought by the-preliminary ceremony 
of unveiling of three of the new décorations 
of Benares grounds and buildings—a bust of 
Dr. Besant, in the Plall extension, by the 
President ; the portrait there of the late Vice- 
President, Mr. Hirendra Nath Datta, to 
whom hearty and worthy tribute was paid, 
by the now duly elected Vice-President, 
Mr. N. Sri Ram ; and of Dhruva, the Child 
Rishi, by Shrimati Rukmini Devi. The 
forces of will, of créative thought, and of the 
intuitional faculty appeared to be summoned 
and contacted in this gracious ceremony, 
and to pour their force then on through the 
whole.
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movements and gestures, described in our 
"��)������� �����  as a thrilling performance.

ACTIVITY IN MANY DIRECTIONS

A delight at Convention-time in Benares is 
the energy with which kindred groupings hold 
their meetings. The World Fédération of 
Young Theosophists planned for the future by 
planning for leadership, with extremely active 
suggestions from their great leader as to how 
to do this. The Bharata Samâj held a busi­
ness meeting, as well as an interesting “Veda 
Pathan,” with seventy Brahmins of Benares 
chanting in the new Temple and its Hall— 
this to be described otherwhere—who after- 
wards were entertained to dinner in orthodox 
and sumptuous fashjon. Then the League 
of Parents and Teachers ; the Hindi-speaking 
delegates, planning to revive magazines and 
other T. S. publications in Hindi ; and a 
Mel-Melap Conférence where the President, 
Mr. M. Yunus, Ex-Premier in Bihar, with 
Dr. Bhagavan Das as Chairman, valiantly 
refuted the two-nation theory for India. 
With such busy times there was yet time for 
a Question-and-Answer meeting where Dr. 
Arundale declared that India was best fùtted 
to stand for non-violence, which was our 
future law ; that he did not stand for students 
taking part in violence, though his work had 
been with them, but such were the views he 
held, and in The Society there was freedom, 
indeed, “if we cannot feel free in The Theo- 
sophical Society it must be dissolved ” ; and 
where too he teasingly defended himself 
against the idea that his political views stood 
in the way of the propagation of Theosophy, 
saying that he was sincere in his convictions, 
and that this was better in a President than 
popularity, but Lodges were free, and our 
slogan was, freedom for ail, and that though 
he might go grey because of his political opi­
nions, others would shine in greater splendour 
because of his greyness. A symposium on 
“A Theosophist’s Duty to India,” and a 
diverse activity, the Indian Section At-Home 
on the lawn, with Northern dainties for tea, 
preceded and succeeded respectively the 
Closing of Convention.

"THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY AND 
THE NEW WORLD ORDER "

At the Indian Section Convention this was 
the Présidents subject. He proclaimed with 
vigour that the foundation of the world was 
Universal Brotherhood, that our Second Ob- 
ject made us wise in Brotherhood in practical 
groups of life’s activités, and that the Third 
Object proved that we could know the Laws 
and thus bring to pass freedom to enable us 
to reach undreamed-of heights. A miracle 
could be performed, The Theosophical Society 
becoming “the very foundation to solve ail 
the problems that surround us and seem so 
difficult of solution.” To re-make the social 
order is no small work. But the suprême 
confidence of the President that we can do it 
was felt throughout. As Shrimati Rukmini 
said at the commencement : “We may feel 
helpless to give the helping hand that can 
change misery into happiness. But when 
we meet—dedicated as we are—and with ail 
our hearts pray for the blessing of the 
Great Ones upon this unhappy world, surely 
there will be an answer. Let us go forth 
from this Convention with that answer.” 
In the same spirit did the President send 
delegates on their way at the Closing, “know- 
ing that The Theosophical Society is in the 
sacred and safe keeping of these Mighty 
Masters of the Wisdom and that They will 
use this [movement to those purposes for 
which They originally intended it . . . Our 
gratitude should demand that we work for 
Them as best we can, that we give to Them 
ail that we can . . . We must be more than 
ever faithful to Them and helpful to Them 
wherever They may place us, in city or town 
or village.” Here is the next turn of the key 
for our New Year.

� ��
OLD FRIENDS

As usual a number of messages of greeting 
were sent by the International Convention to 
some of the more venerable workers of The 
Society, namely :

1. Rao Saheb G. Subbiah Chetty, Adyar ;
2. Mr. V. V. S. Avadhani, Masulipatam ;
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3. Mr. N. P. Subramania Iyer, Bangalore ;
4. Mr. Bertram Keightley, Allahabad ; 5. Mr. 
Upendra Nath Basu, Benares ; 6. Dr. Bhaga- 
van Das, Benares ; 7. Mr. T. G. Krishna- 
murti, Gudivada ; 8. Mr. D. P. Kotwall, 
Karachi ; 9. Rai Bahadur Panda Baijnath, 
Benares ; 10. Miss Esther Bright, London ;
11. Mr. R. Seshagiri Rao, Madanapalle;
12. Mrs. Ethel Whyte, Isle of Wight, Eng- 
land ; 13. Miss � �� W. Dijkgraaf, Netherlands ; 
14. Miss Sarah E. Palmer, Adyar ; 15. Mr. 
A. Ramaswami Sastri, Conjeevaram ; 16. Mr. 
T. V. Gopalaswami Iyer, Tanjore ; 17. Miss 
Marie Poutz, Ojai, California, U.S.A. ; 18. 
Mme. Zelma Blech, Nice (Unoccupied 
France) ; 19. Dr. Anna Kamensky, Généra,

Switzerland ; 20. Mr. Gopalji Odhavji Thak- 
kar, Bhavanagar ; 21. Munshi Ishwar Saran, 
Allahabad ; 22. Pt. Devi Prasad, Etawah ; 
23. Mr. W. L. Chiplunkar, Akola ; 24. Mr. 
Shakti Narayan, Allahabad ; 25. Mr, L. W. 
Rogers, Los Angeles, California, U.S.A. ; 
26. Mr. W. Hanumantha Rao, Bellary ; 27. 
Mrs. Marie Hotchener, Hollywood, Calif., 
U.S.A. ; 28. Miss Mary K. Neff, Sydney, 
Australia ; 29. Mr. Claude Bragdon, N. Y. 
City, U.S.A. ; 30. Diwan Bahadur V. K. 
Ramanuja Chariar, Royapettah, Madras; 31. 
Mr. Toddiwala, Bombay, 32. Mr. Anklesaria, 
Karachi.

So far replies hâve been received from 
Nos. 3, 4, 6, 23.

The Order of the Round Table
[Mrs. Elise R. Staggs, Chief Knight (U.S.A.) for the Order of the Round 

Table, in one of lier Letters to her fellow Modem Adventurers, gives the following 
notes written by Knight Elsie Pearson, Brotherhood Table, Detroit, on the splendid 
Motto of the Order, Live Pure, Speak True, Right Wrong, Folloiv The King.]

LIVE PURE

Live Pure is the first of the four objects of 
the Order of the Round Table ; this is placed 
first for a very spécial reason—because un- 
less one lires a pure life, it is quite impossible 
to Follow The King, or Lord Christ, or any 
Great Spiritual Teacher.

To be Knights in His service is a noble 
thing, and if we would serre Him well, we 
must make our lives as pure as we can in 
every way, in our actions, our feelings and 
our thoughts. Our Physical Body must be 
kept clean and wholesome, we should eat only 
pure food that it may be kept as healthy as 
possible. Plenty of sunshine, fresh air and 
exercise are very necessary. We must re- 
member that our physical body is our instru­
ment for expression in this world, and if our 
instrument is not strong and efficient we shall 
not be able to accomplish in the world ail 
that we otherwise could. For its condition 
limits our activities in the world, and though

a Knight may be erer so devoted to his King 
and earnestly desire to serre Him. he will not 
be of much value as a serrant if his dévotion 
and service are limited by a weak and sickly 
body.

Then our Emotion al Body must be con- 
trolled to prevent it from becoming irritable 
and angry, for these things are ugly and 
horrible. Such feelings are useless to us and 
only add to the misery and fear of those who 
are weaker than we are. We should train our 
émotions to respond to the truly beautiful 
vibrations of kindness, gentleness and love. 
Such things as these become great powers for 
good and strengthen not only ourselves, but 
ail life about us. Remember Sir Galahad, 
whose strength was as the strength of ten, 
because his heart was pure.

Also our Thoughts must be watched. 
Jésus said : “As a man thinketh in his heart, 
so is he.” Thought is the most powerful of 
ail things that God bas bestowed upon man, 
it is with this great power that we build our
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another, nor speaks ill of the absent, nor is 
unfaithful to a friend. Honour is his watch- 
word, and gentleness his ornament. He is 
helpful and considerate, especially to the 
weak ; is fearless in danger, compassionate in 
triumph, forgiving when wronged, kind to the 
child and the animal.”

As our lives become more purposeful, we 
shall find greater joy in ail the work we do ; 
it becomes our offering to the world, to the 
Glory of God and for the Service of The 
King.

FOLLOW THE KING

�����0� ���� /��$  (of the Light) is the 
fourth object, and the goal of the other three ; 
it is to make this possible that we try to 
Live Pure, Speak True and Right Wrong, 
for it is only by doing these things that one 
is able to Follow The King. If we can make 
these objects living powers in our daily lives, 
they will most surely set our feet upon the 
ancient path which leads us from the unreal 
to the Real, and we shall not only Follow 
The King but shall eventually be brought 
into the Presence of The King, and His Star 
shall shine over us for evermore. And for 
us, this is the great moment for which we 
hâve worked, through life after life, as the 
Divine Spark has been slowly unfolding its 
God-like powers within us.

This motto, “Follow The King,” cornes 
echoing down through the âges. Long ago 
it was given by a great Lord of Light to a 
Pharaoh in ancient Egypt, in a slightly dif­
ferent form, but its meaning was the same, 
the form then being “Look for the Light,” 
for this great Master said that “only as a 
King saw the Light in the heart of each, 
could he rule well.” And to the people he 
gave as a motto : “Thou art the Light, let 
the Light shine.”

So “Follow the Light” became a favourite 
motto, and this became later “Follow The 
King,” being used by the Knights of King 
Arthur’s Round Table of old and is re-echoed 
today by the members of the modem Order 
of the Round Table.

To follow The King is the noblest of ali 
things that we can do, it means constantly 
living to the highest we can reach, being 
helpful to ail life about us, showing the spirit 
of Protection to those beneath us, the spirit 
of Co-operation to our equals, and the spirit 
of Reverence to those who hâve a greater 
understanding of life.

As we Live Pure, Speak True, and Right 
Wrong, we shall truly Follow The King, and 
we shall find Him when we hâve learned 
to serve Him well. So shall we some day 
enter the Great Brotherhood of those who 
are pledged for ever to give knightly service 
to the world.
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