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meeting at which éloquent tributes were 
paid to the splendid work done by Madame 
H. P. Blavatsky and to her unrivalled 
courage. Tributes were also paid to ail 
the workers who hâve passed on.

“ Buddha Jayanti or Vaisakh Day was 
celebrated by Blavatsky Lodge, Ananda 
Lodge, Juhu, and the V. B. Dadar Lodge ; 
lantern lectures, Bhajans, and readings 
from ���� %�	���	� ���� ����&���  and ���  
"�#��� � �� �	��$  Coloured paintings de- 
picting the important incidents in the life 
of Lord Buddha were shown.”

At Coimbatore, at the foot of the Nilgiri 
Hills, the Lodge held a meeting of the 
usual kind set by H.P.B. herself ; and in 
the forenoon more than 1,000 poor were 
fed.”

At Madanapalle, of Theosophical edu- 
cational famé, Mr. and Mrs. Lavender of 
Adyar helped in the célébration.

At Madura, a public meeting was held 
in the “ Hall of Theosophy.” To the 
usual readings were added lamil transla­
tions and other Scriptures. Speeches were

made by the President and guests of the 
Lodge. Madura is an active centre, misses 
no opportunity to hold a public meeting) 
and carries on members’ activities regular- 
ly, such as Bharata Samâj puja, study 
classes, etc.

Poona Lodge began the day’s pro­
gramme with Bharata Samâj puja ; there 
were readings from the two chosen books ; 
and speeches. A collection for charity was 
made.

Poona Lodge also reports appropriate 
célébrations of Vaisakh Day and Krishna- 
ji’s birthday. The Lodge is active in both 
public lectures and members’ meetings.

Sivaganga Lodge fed 700 poor people 
in the afternoon, and held a public meeting 
in the evening.

At Tanjore, Besant Lodge distributed 
rice to the poor, and held a meeting, the 
whole programme being very much like in 
Adyar.

Ananta Lodge, Trivandrum, gave a 
rnidday meal to 100 poor people, and held 
a members’ meeting in the evening.

W alt Disney’s “ Fantasia ”
B y A l e x a n d e r  S v e r je n s k y

A NEW  phenomenon in art is a révé­
lation of a transcendental force to 

the uninitiated mind. The stubborn indif­
férence of this mind violently resists its 
own enlightenment. Yet, the clouds of 
résistance disperse and a vision of beauty 
descends upon the world, sweeping away 
the old and creating the new by its power 
of transformation.

There has been much spéculation as to 
the intrinsic value of the film Fantasia 
as a work of art. To sonie it is only an 
entertainment. Perhaps the Pastoral Sym- 
phony and the Nutcracker Suite as well

as several other smalier works in it are an 
entertainment and a very delightful one. 
Yet 1 cannot help feeling that these works 
in Disney’s conception are only a concession 
to a general public, utterly unprepared to 
respond to the higher appeal of Stravinsky 
and Bach. The two works—“ The Rite 
of Spring ” and “ Toccata and Fugue” 
—are to me a vision of new art, and 
they alone amply justify my feeling 
that “Fantasia ” is a révélation of new 
beauty.

Speaking as a musician, I may touch 
upon the subject in more detail. Ail
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Those who wish to start such work 
might get more details from Bro. Fred 
Harvey, 1 Commercial Street, Bangalore 
Cantt.

A BENARES GATHERING

A joint session of the U.P. and the Bihar 
Fédérations was held at Benares during 
Easter. There were about 150 delegates, 
a good number with their families. The 
whole session was lively and gay, starting 
with a social party on the 3rd April. In 
the evening the Ri tuai of the Mystic Star 
was performed in the Section Hall. A 
film, screening ail the important Theo- 
sophical Lodge Buildings in India, Theo- 
sophical Leaders past and présent, and 
beautiful views of Adyar and Benares, was 
shown.

The President-elect being unable to be 
présent, Rai Bahadur Panda Baijnath 
opened the session and delivered his first 
lecture on “ Theosophy and the Présent 
Times” after the Common Worship of Ail 
Religions, and reading of messages. The 
President, Dr. M.-H.Syed of Allahabad 
University, delivered his presidential ad- 
dress at 5-30 p. m. the same day. There 
were two symposia on “How Theosophy 
Solves the World Problems” and “The Pro- 
blems of Life.” The sériés of public lectures 
was concluded by a very galvanizing speech 
by Bro. G. N. Gokhale on “What the 
World Is Corning to.” Spécial and interest- 
ing features of the session were the en- 
tertainments given by the students of the 
Vasant College, the children of the Besant 
Theosophical School and the local Youth 
Lodges. A spécial ladies’ meeting was 
held ; it discussed “Women’s Place in the 
Theosophical Movement.” Shrimati Sus- 
hila Sinha of Patna gave a fine address 
describing the présent position of women 
in a Theosophist’s family and their various 
handicaps.

The most useful outcome of this joint 
session of the U.P. and Bihar Fédérations

was an idea to evolve a common channel 
for the spread of Theosophy in ail the 
Hindi-speaking Fédérations of Northern 
India.

An All-India Conférence of the Mel- 
Milap Association was held in the Benares 
Town Hall under the Presidentship of Mr. 
M. Yunus, Bar-at-Law, the ex-premier of 
Bihar. Speeches on the essential Unity 
of different religions and the usefulness of 
communal harmony were delivered. Atnong 
the prominent persons présent was Dr. 
Bhagavan Das. The conférence was well 
attended by both the communities, H indu 
and Muslim. A Mel-Milap Association in 
U.P. was formed.

A SELF-DEDICATION WEEK

Ananda Lodge, Juhu, Bombay, organized 
at its beautiful and peaceful premises a 
week of prayer and worship, méditation 
and cérémonial, when the members dedica- 
ted themselves through different rituals for 
the outpouring of the Forces of the Great 
Ones. Every day there were Bhârat Samaj 
puja, Prayers of the Religions, joint médi­
tation, readings from Scriptures or Theo­
sophical boolcs, and a cérémonial meeting 
like the Ritual of the Mystic Star, the 
Round Table, or some other ritual. Many 
young Theosophists and sympathizers also 
took part in the functions, which went off 
very successfully.

The Secretary of the Lodge sent a pro­
gramme of the week, and on behalf of the 
gathering a message of loyal greetings and 
loving homage to Dr. Arundale and Ruk- 
mini Devi. Dr. Arundale replied as 
follows : “ I congratulate you on having
arranged a Self-Dedication Week at so 
auspicious a time. You are quite right to 
feel that a group of earnest Theosophists 
can do a tremendous amount of good 
through such a week, not only to the 
immédiate surroundings, but to the whole 
of the country.”

— S. V. TAMPI
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Goodwill Day—May 18
OODW ILL Day, begun in 1922 in 

Wales, is coming to be widely observ- 
ed, because—

1. It brings no memories of defeat or 
humiliation in war ;

2. It is the only international Peace 
Day common to East and West ;

3. It was officially adopted by the 
World Fédération of Educational Associa­
tions in 1923.

AT ADYAR

Goodwill Day this year was remem- 
bered at Adyar at a spécial meeting under 
the chairmanship of the President of The 
Theosophical Society. Mr. J. E. van 
Dissel of Holland and Mrs. Jane Clumeck 
of U.S.A. and Singapore made speeches. 
(See notes below.)

Then Bhikkhu Arya Asanga was in- 
vited to speak by the chairman and 
Rukmini Devi as the right person to speak 
about goodwill. His uniqueness was that 
lie brought in a note of différence, and so 
his speech enlivened the meeting, where- 
as the previous speeches had merely en- 
lightened.

In brief, he said we must sing with a 
strong voice the song of goodwill to drown 
the song of war which was a song of hâte. 
He took exception to the idea that a real 
yogi could fight his enemy in a spirit of 
goodwill, feeling rather that a yogi would 
make an enemy a friend rather than wage 
war against him. In any event, the mass­
es would be apt to fight with hatred rather 
than goodwill.

The last speech was made by Shrimati 
Rukmini Devi who agreed that the key- 
note of the world should be one of Good­

will, and that even when we speak of a 
‘ War for Righteousness,” it is only right- 

eousness for the time being, for the ulti- 
mate righteousness will be fulfilled when 
there is no necessity for war. She could 
not imagine, however, anyone for the sake 
of a principle being able to say : @ I believe 
in no war. Therefore, let my mother, my 
friends, suffer tortures even before my 
very eyes.” Though war is wrong, the 
refusai to help the suffering is also apt to 
be one-sided and self-centred. “ Do I 
think myself so wonderful and so good 
that I will not even kill a tiger to save 
a child ? Such is a form of indirect 
killing.”

It is an excellent idéal to make an 
enemy a friend, but who will déclaré 
himself as the person who will convert 
Hitler?”

“ But through the contribution of good­
will to the world, we can help to make the 
war end sooner, we can make the war less 
horrible. We should concentrate upon the 
ideals of such Great Teachers as the Lord 
Buddha and think of Their Spirit brooding 
upon the world. With real peace, under- 
standing and goodwill, such beauty cornes 
into the world that it makes us live as 
decent human beings, so that the most 
ordinary man can hâve only one thought— 
to help his fellow-man. There should be 
such understanding towards one another 
that we will not fight, either in terms of 
war by killing each other, or in the smaller 
ways which bring suffering in times of 
apparent peace. So will we help the world 
to corne nearer to the Truth, to the spirit 
of the Great Teacher who broods over the 
world. So will we bring the world nearer 
to salvation.”
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