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4 THE THEOSOPHICAL WORKER JANUARY

“Faith-Formed—This Man”
THE IDEALISM OF RECONSTRUCTION 

By Dr. Annie Besant

A N idéal is a fixed idea ; it is created 
by the mind ; it is nourished by 

desire ; it presses ever outwardly into the 
world of manifestation, seeking to express 
itself in action.

“ Faith-formed—this man ;
Whatever faith, that even lie ” 1

Inasmuch as the religious idéal is that 
which cornes closest to the lieart and most 
dominâtes the brain, the bearing of the 
religious ideals of citizens on the society 
in which they live cannot safely be disre- 
garded by those who guide such societies.

The Idéal of India
In ancient India the central thought was 

the Family—the man, the woman, the 
child, Dharma . . . mutual obligation. . . 
On Duties were built up social Systems in 
which each had his place, his work, his 
map of life.

The Ideals of Christianity
(1) The Value of the Individual
(2) Self-sacrifice

The apotheosis of the Individual is seen 
in the assertion of the Rights of Man, and 
the necessary corollary of a compétitive 
Society. . . Is it, then, ill with the world ? 
Is this cockpit civilization the resuit of the 
teaching of the Gentlest, the most Compas- 
sionate, of the Lover of men ? Nay . . . 
for the second idéal . . . is that of Self- 
sacrifice . . .  “ He that is greater among
you, let him become as the younger, and he 
that is chief as he that doth serve,” the 
Idéal of yoking strength to Service, of 
recognizing the measure of power as the

’ A lileral translation of Bhagavad-Gita, XVII, 3.

measure of responsibility, of the joy and 
the glory of voluntary renunciation. That 
is the Idéal to which the younger généra­
tion of the wealthy and the highly placed 
is stretching out hands aching to serve, is 
offering up hearts aflame with passionate 
dévotion to man.

The Basis for Society
For social reconstruction . . . we cannot 

rely . . . only on the generous impulses of 
the noblest and most spiritual men and 
women. It is necessary that ail people 
should feel that a law exists, accord with 
which means happiness, and disregard of 
which brings ruin—slowly or swiftly, but 
inevitably. . . .

What religious Ideals then are there 
which may serve as a basis for Society, 
and may be seen as rooted in natural law, 
unchangeable and inviolable ?

(I) THE ONE LIFE

We must realize that we ail share a 
common Life, are rooted in that Life, so 
that nothing that injures another can be 
permanently good for any one of us.

Seven Grades of Individuals
lst : Cellular lives
2nd : Cells joined together into Tissues
3rd : Tissues joined together into Organs
4th : Organs joined together into Bodies
5th : Bodies joined together into Com- 

munities
6th : Communities joined together into 

Nations
7th : Nations joined together into Hu- 

manity
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(L) Within this Constitution, each unit 
of government from Village Council or 
Panchayat upwards shall be self-contained 
and démocratie in ail that concerns only 
itself, the residuary powers to be transferred 
to the next higher unit, finally resting in 
the Commonwealth itself. A unit ceases 
to be so self-contained when its citizens 
make protest to a higher unit that their 
constitutional rights are being ignored.

[Dr. Besant’s principle of de-centraliza- 
tion with the ultimate unit as the village 
Panchayat.

The word “démocratie” implies that the 
executive of each unit shall be responsible to 
and elected as représentatives of the people.

The word “self-contained” implies a 
return to the public ownership of land, each 
village controlling the land immediately 
around it.]

A System of National Education
AS ENVISAGED BY DR. BESANT

Y ^\U R method . . . is to classify each 
part of Education in . . . fourdepart- 

ments, Physical, Emotional, Mental, and 
Spiritual. . .

We would divide up the life of a student 
into certain distinct parts :

Up to 14 Years—
GENERAL EDUCATION

Up to 5 years o f âge : Training at Home 
during which the physical body is to be 
developed, and his émotions to be turned to 
the unselfish side instead of the selfish one.

We hold that the training, the nurture, 
the nourishing of the body is the chief 
thing for a young child.

From 5 years to 7 : A training in Pri- 
mary school based on the child’s desires, 
the child’s curiosity, the child’s questions, 
for thus you find what the child likes, what 
he wants to know, and along what lines his 
faculties lead him. To such schools children 
corne very gladly . . . because they are go- 
ing to a place where they are happy, and 
where, in that happiness, true éducation is 
possible.

From 7 to 10 years : The child should 
be in the Lower Secondary School.

From 10 to 14 in the Pligher Secondary. 
These seven years see the growth of the

emotional nature, the mind also developing 
but being dominated by émotion. From 
10 years of âge should corne the training of 
the feelings, which is so vital for the future, 
so that the surging émotions which accom- 
pany and follow puberty may be directed 
and brought under control instead of poison- 
ing the life. The moral teaching is directed 
to the developing of the virtues which make 
the good man and the good citizen. The 
physical éducation includes, for the indivi- 
dual in relation to his body, instruction in 
the physiology of sex—plant, animal, 
human—the individual and National need 
of Brahmacharya in student life, the danger 
of errors in the great transition from boy- 
hood to manhood. The body to be trained 
in rnuscular strength, hardness, and athle- 
tics, before the danger-zone is entered. 
Indian exercises to be practised daily. 
Carpentry, basket-work and the use of 
tools to be practised. First Aid to be 
taught. In the relation to the outer world, 
the individual must learn his duty to the 
Motherland of making and keeping vigor- 
ous health. The self-control of true manli- 
ness. The training of the playground in 
co-operation, discipline, obedience, and the 
leadership of merit—ail are important. 
From very childhood the eye, the ear, 
and the mind, is trained. Make the boy
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a complété and useful citizen of the coun- 
try, so that he begins to love the work he 
does, and one sees how in a few nionths 
the faculties develop surprisingly.

AFTER 14 YEARS—SPECIALIZ ATION

Through two years in
(1) An Ordinary High School, with its 

Art, Science and Teachers’ Training 
Division ;

(2) Commercial High School
(3) Technical High School
(4) Agricultural High School
A year of University Preparatory Work. 

Three years in the University, if the 
students are to go still further.

A requisite for advancement into collegi- 
ate grade—that the student should be 
shown how to do things which afterwards 
he will continue tostudy.

Underprivileged Children must go into 
spécial schools where they will be taught 
the éléments of civilization, of decent 
living, and only when they hâve reached a 
suitable stage will they then go along with 
the others.

Dr. Besant's Appeal for support in this 
National Education work cornes to us with 
peculiar poignancy in these days when lier 
Schools in Adyar wherein her principles are 
being carried out are in such danger finan- 
cially :

“I ask for your sympathy, for your co- 
operatio'n to help on this work to bring up 
true and valued citizens, for the day when 
India shall be free, strong citizens of the 
future free India which will be one of the 
free Nations in the great Democracy that 
is in the future which lies before the girls 
and boys.' Help us to make them able to 
bear the burdens and responsibilities of that 
freedom. Not only the boys but the girls 
need strength to bear the burdens and 
responsibilities and the courage to face 
those of the future, and they need wisdom 
to be guided to the right. For though to be

free is the grandest thing for any inan or 
any Nation, yet with freedom cornes respon- 
sibility, with power duty. These children 
will be the heirs to that power, and on us 
falls both the responsibility of winning 
that freedom for them, and of equipping 
them to appreciate and cherish it.

“You are asked to help for the sake of 
these millions, for the sake of that country, 
great in its past, to be greater still in its 
future. For the sake of these, give us your 
help in the éducation of India’s children, 
and give Pler worthy sons and daughters to 
raise Her up in the face of the world.”

From 0�������� � ����������������
by Annie Pesant

“ REAL EDUCATION”
The Présidents newest book 
gives A Charter for Youth

THE REFINING FURNACE

“ Do not forget that the earth is 
the refining furnace of the Ego, that 
the limitations of the physical, the 
inequalities of évolution and, in con­
séquence, the impossibility of the 
majority of people realizing even for 
a moment, their unity with the Uni­
versal Self, is the reason for so much 
sorrow and so many personal grie- 
vances . . .  No matter if the whole 
world seems to forsake you, be cour- 
ageous ! Know that at such times 
your strength is being tested, and if 
you hold fast to your ideals, and are 
true to your own Higher Nature you 
are not alone, but sheltered by the 
Divine arms of Truth that will bring 
you ail in good time to the joy and 
peace that passeth ail understanding.”

—T he P resident-Founder 
0������������ 1������ , 1906
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