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The Magic Will
By The Editor

I HAVE written elsewhere that The 
Secret Doctrine should be studied 

through the use of the will, rather than 
through the use of the mind. The more 
we use the mind in studying The Secret 
Doctrine, the more confused we become 
and the more we are apt to give wrong 
values. T hat book is a production of 
the will and not of the mind, though it 
is expressed in mind-terms, in thought- 
forms. If we take here, there, and else­
where, some or ail of the prégnant sen­
tences, and look at them not through 
the émotions, or through the mind, but 
through the will, through power, through 
the créative spirit, they will hâve a 
meaning far different than the very re- 
stricted meaning they hâve when ana- 
lysed through the mind or the émotions.
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There are définitions for H. P. Bla£> 
vatsky’s terms which belong to the 
mind, but there are no less définitions 
for H. P. Blavatskv’s terms which be­
long to the will. It is only when we 
hâve brought our wills to bear upon 
those utterances that we gain a real 
insight into the révélation which that 
book affords to us ail.

I feel myself— I was almost going to 
say — “antagonistic” to study-classes 
in The Secret Doctrine. They are al­
most sure to be mind-classes. The 
only study-classes I should care to join 
would be study-classes in which each 
person meditated on certain highlights 
in The Secret Docirine and gave forth 
these highlights as the resuit of his méd­
itation, answering the question, “ W ha'
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is it ? ” ; not the question, “ What does it 
mean ? ” which is a very great différence. 
In the case of “ W hat does it mean ? ” we 
are dealing with the form, and in the case 
of “ What is it ? ” we are reflecting the 
life.

I think if we lifted ourselves up out of 
our minds and took up our abodes more 
in our wills, life would be much easier and 
more clarified.

Not that the mind is not a stepping- 
stone to Reality—of course it is. If we 
take, for example, the controversy as to 
who wrote Shakespeare—Did Shakespeare 
write Shakespeare or did Lord Bacon write 
Shakespeare ?—there is no question that the 
mind-approach helps enormously. But if 
I try to concentrate my will upon it, apart 
from books, I am perfectly well aware that 
it was Lord Bacon who wrote Shakespeare. 
I hâve said this at limes to the very great 
distress of some of my friends. One of 
them who is an unadulterated anti-Baconist 
told me: “ You really do not know what 
you are talking about.” That is perfectly 
right, but I do know what I am seeing and 
I do not even need A Royal Romance by 
James Arther to convince me, though I am 
buttressed up exceedingly by this very 
valuable book. Through reading a book 
of this type the mind becomes stirred to 
break its mental chains and escape into 
higher régions whence, of course, it came ; 
and so the will becomes operative, and 
argument tends to disappear.

In fact I can quite definitely say at my 
âge that I am not prepared to enter into any 
argument about anything with anybody 
if I can help it. We cannot convince an- 
other person by argument, and if we do try, 
it is exceedingly difficult and is a waste of 
time in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred. 
For us who are Theosophists, I think we 
are more effective as we déclaré our truth, 
be the arguments in opposition what they 
may, than if we descend into polemics and 
endeavour to reason in favour of this

or against that. I hâve no doubt that 
argument is a mind-sharpener, but I can 
very frankly say that I hâve such beautiful 
truths I must express on the physical 
plane, that I hâve no time for argument. 
Even if others say : “That means you do 
not know how to argue, you hâve no argu­
ment available,” let them say what they 
will. For example, I feel that it is more 
important to say that India must hâve 
Swarâj than to argue with somebody as 
to whether or not India is fit for Swarâj. 
It is more important that we releàse power 
through positive assertion than that we 
should argue. The time must corne when 
we hâve truths so impérative to be uttered 
that we hâve no time to argue.

We shall not find many of our Greater 
Teachers expending much time in argu­
ment. For the most part, I think, They 
hâve not much time at Their disposai and 
what They hâve must be utilized to déclaré 
the Truths of which They are Messengers, 
and not to argue about them with their 
younger brethren.
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I want to place on record the thanks of 
The Society to Shrimati S. Bhagirathi for 
the fine work she has been doing at the 
International ITeadquarters for about thirty 
years. She is not leaving the Headquar- 
ters, but as the wife of the new Vice- 
President there will, I hope, open out be- 
fore her wider, though certainly not more 
responsible, duties.

She has for a long time been in charge 
of the Headquarters buildings, of the Baby 
Welcome, and of the Welfare Fund which 
provides spécial relief for necessitous 
workers on the Estate who cannot be 
helped by the ordinary funds. I am re- 
lieving her of the Headquarters work and 
of the Welfare Fund, though as regards 
the latter her expert advice will at ail
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understood the various Indian faiths and 
addressed enthusiastic audiences of Parsis, 
H indus and Muhammadans.

Madame Blavatsky took the age-old 
science and philosophy of India and told 
us that ail the highest wisdom, even from 
the standpoint of modem science, could be 
found within our own ancient teachings.

Our President-Mother followed in this 
same line, showing that our philosophy had 
the sanction from the highest science of 
the dav. Taking hope and attracted by 
these teachings, given by one who had been 
a student in the scientific field, there came 
into the fold of Theosophy men of the 
highest intellectual attainments— Judges 
of the High Court, Princes, Scientists ; 
those who had studied the old teachings 
and were thrilled by her présentation be- 
came her disciples. In those days a stream 
of intellectual men became our members 
and humble students of Theosophy, where- 
as our difficulty today is that so many of 
us think that our own teaching is a teach- 
ing of perfection. The danger is that we 
Indians hâve gone from the idea that we 
had nothing of which we could be proud 
to the idea now that everything we hâve 
is perfect and that we hâve little if any- 
thing to learn from others. The fact is 
that a great work was done for which we 
cannot be sufficiently thankful, for it re- 
stored our self-respect and gave us a vision.

To some it seemed that GTianam, the 
higher Wisdom, was the raison d'être for 
The Theosophical Society. It may be 
so to some extent. But the main purpose, 
the cornerstone, of The Society was 
Brotherhood. If real Wisdom is attained, 
Brotherhood must follow. For most ol 
us, Wisdom is somethnig which we 
mouth only with our lips. The more 
true intelligence we hâve, the more we 
tend to lead brotherly lives. I believe 
that the old joint-family System had a pur­
pose to serve in bringing together men as 
brothers. One is sad to note how sentiment,

brotherhood, love, now tend to disappear. 
The old joint-family System made us feel 
like brothers, and in that System we helped 
each other as brothers, as amongst the poor 
people ail try to help each other. Some 
of us are keen about altering the law so 
that the rich may not hâve to share with 
their poorer brothers. As long as the 
tendency is towards division, so long is 
there a need for an emphasis on Brother­
hood.

One of the greatest of Teachers asked 
not for wealth, or power, or knowledge. 
He prayed : “Let me be in a community 
where men are brothers, where there is 
friendship, understanding, the Suprême 
Gnanam. There are those who preach 
Gnanam, but do not live a life of love. 
Put me in a community where ail its 
members help each other.” That is the 
greatest object of The Theosophical So­
ciety which we can cherish. For this pur­
pose did the real Founders send our outer 
Founders to establish The Theosophical 
Society.

0���� 1���� ��"� �����2

[From U.S.A. Committee on Membership, Cir­
culai- No. 15]

Before I joined The Theosophical So­
ciety I was content. What company did 
I need, having already the living fire of 
such authors as Dr. Besant and Bishop 
Leadbeater . . .  a serene impersona! com- 
panionship, at a level too high for ail the 
illusions of personal contact. Yet in the 
usual manner one thing led to another. So 
I joined The Theosophical Society, despite 
contentment. For a year I hâve been a 
mernber. . . To say exactly what it means, 
or why, is like the old problem of explain- 
ing colour to the man born blind. You bave 
to know by expérience what membership 
will mean to you,



Adyar News and Notes
JEWEL-MINING

/T 'H E  “Board Room” in the Head- 
quarters of Adyar is well-kncnvn as 

one of the offices wherein great movements 
initiated by our Presidents hâve from time 
to time been given their outer form. In it 
Dr. Besant’s workers in Home Rule and 
National EducationalMovement days toiled 
from early morning to late evening, and 
sometimes ail nights to bring to fruition 
her India-wide campaigns. Always is 
constructive work going on in the Board 
Room, but of spécial interest has been the 
intense activity in jewel-mining which has 
been progressing in the last few weeks.

It began when the President ordered 
that the October ������"����  should be de- 
voted to the great message of Dr. Besant to 
Theosophists as to their work in this time 
of testing. Pler Watch-Towers, her notes in 
����� � � � ��$%��������  her Convention Ad- 
dresses, besides many other of her pamphlets 
and spécial articles, throughout her twenty- 
six years of office were carefully scanned 
for spécifie instruction and leadership she 
gave to her brother-Theosophists. Rich 
ore it was and twice as much material was 
gathered as actually appeared in the Oc­
tober number of ���� ������"�����

But that was only one step in the work 
planned by the President. He gave a title : 
������ $�����&$%������ � ���� '�(� )�����  
What had our President-Mother said to 
Indians that would help them and India in 
this critical period which marks the transi­
tion from the old to the new ? The great and 
little-used quarries of '�(�)�����  herdaily 
newspaper, were explored, with spécial at­
tention to those years of World War 
1914-1918, for what she said at that time 
might hâve as well been said to us in these

very days, weeks and months of 1942. 
What a profusion of jewels came to our 
hand out of almost every issue ! In every 
field of Indian life, her jewel-sentences 
shone with a rich life-giving lustre and 
brilliance of rainbow hue.

One could truly crédit the story in 
���%��� *%����  of the God Vala, whose 
sacrificed body became the jewels of the 
world—his eyes were sapphires, his skin 
the topaz, his heart’s blood rubies, and 
so on.

So it is with these jewel-words from the 
pen of Annie Besant. There are sapphires 
of truth from her clear-seeing eyes ; emer- 
alds of wise counsel from her rich knowl­
edge of life ; opals, iridescent fiâmes of her 
perfect motherhood ; diamonds of invigor- 
ating power from the lightning flashes of 
her will ; and always the rich-red rubies of 
her life blood : her passionate dévotion to 
the Motherland of her Spirit—India.

The jewels hâve been set in a simple, 
though we hope a revealing, setting. There 
is not an aspect of Indian life which they 
will not adorn, and, in the adorning. 
glorify. _ A . H. P.

REDEDICATION

September 20 to October lst this year 
at Adyar was made by the President and 
Rukmini verily a period of rededication, 
collective and individual, to the ideals and 
mission of Annie Besant. First was 
planned the Besant Commémorative Issue 
of ���� ������"�����  and arising from that 
the fortheoming book as described above. 
A leaflet, entitled ������$������+� *��"����  
*������ , ,�������  written by the Presi­
dent, was widely distributed. Dr. Arundale 
also wrote a spécial short prayer for Sep­
tember 20, (see the last 	 ��� �� ��p. 187).
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The first lady immediately sat down by a 
small table and 1 noticed she put her right 
hand into her pocket and rolled a cigarette, 
vvhich you will see in the photos. I told my 
assistant to get out some négatives. With- 
out an y “ studio arrangement ” Madame 
Blavatsky expressed the wish to face the 
caméra in that natural position, and being 
tremendously impressed with the person- 
ality and expression, I took six plates, 
which to my delight were successful. 
Madame Blavatsky arose, thanked me for 
favouring her so quickly, saying some 
artist had recommended my work. The 
proofs were dispatched, to be returned 
with a letter expressing pleasure at the 
results, and, as you know, many thousands 
hâve been printed for The Theosophical 
Society.

Of course many other photographs were 
taken, including those of Mrs. Besant and 
Congress Groups, and occasionally I re- 
ceived a simple invitation to pay an in­
formai visit to this great lady, where the 
conversation ranged over life in ail its 
aspects, perhaps the limitless power of 
good, or a kindly interest in my own work 
which I loved.

Some years later I gave up the studio, 
and the only négatives I chose to keep 
were these six. They hâve been deeply 
treasured by me, and are in perfect con­
dition, but now that I am an old man of 
85 I feel that these realistic emblems of 
a great personage should no longer be 
retained by me, and am honoured in being 
able to pass on my négatives to The Theo­
sophical Society, their true anchorage.

— E n r ic o  R e s t a

�� 0���"� ���&�"��

Miss Neff writes from The Manor, Svdnev 
Australia : 3'

When Brother Raja was here, he ordered 
a white marble monument to be placed 
over the ashes of C.W.L. and A.B. It
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came one afternoon, and Ian Davidson 
being away, I supervised its placing. It 
faces C.W.L.’s big room. It is a small 
square block, with a Hat top, on which is 
inscribed :

Beneath are deposited the ashes of 
Charles Webster Leadbeater Carry On and 
Annie Besant Warrior.”

On the four sides are the emblems (one 
on each side) of Theosophy, Masonry, the 
Egyptian Rite, and the Cross (for the 
L.C.C.). It is beautiful in its simplicity, 
this little monument, and for its spotless 
white purity. It stands on the slope be- 
tween the house and the Harbour, quite 
near the house.

�&�� #��"� ��%"57�"���"��

The President lias received copies of 
Resolutions of homage and sympathy 
on the passing of Mr. Hirendra Nath 
Datta from the following :

Bangalore City Lodge ;
Belgaum Lodge ;
Bombay : Krishna-Dharmalaya Lodge ;
Burma T.S. : from Mysore ;
Calcutta : Bengal T.S. ;

„ Bengal Fédération ;
Jalpaiguri Lodge:
Karachi T.S. ;
Lucknow : Satyamarga Lodge ;
Mysore T.S. ;
Poona : Marathi Fédération ;

,, Maharashtra Lodge ;
,, Poona Lodge :
„ Maitreya Youth Lodge ;

Salem T.S. :
Sitapur Lodge ;
Sitapur : Dhadhich Youth Lodge :
Surat : Sanatana Lodge.
Mrs. Indumati Datta’s letter of thanks 

cornes as follows :
Dear Sir and Brother : I hâve no words 

to thank you for your message of con- 
dolence. It is a great consolation to us to 
know that our sorrow is so universally
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shared. My sons join me in this inadé­
quate expression of our gratitude for the 
sympathy you hâve shown us. Yours sin- 
cerely, Indumati Datta.”

OUR NEW VICE-PRESIDENT

A number of Lodges hâve passed Reso­
lutions of congratulation to.M r. N. Sri 
Ram on his nomination as Vice-President 
of The Theosophical Society.

POLAND NUMBER OF 
"THE THEOSOPHIST "

*������� '�(��  published in Bombay, 
writes very appreciatively in its issue of 
September 15 :

“ . . . The Editor, Dr. G. S. Arundale, 
has rendered a great service to the cause 
of Poland by devoting the August number 
of ���� ������"����  exclusively to Polish 
ideas and ideals. The number is full of 
vitality, of deep, intense thought and feel- 
ing. Every article is written with the 
blood of a heart rent in agony over the 
terrible sufferings of a tortured nation. 
The editing of the number was done by a 
good Polish patriot—Miss Wanda Dynow- 
ska. The articles received were very well 
selected. She gave generously of lier time 
to write for and edit the Poland Number 
of ���� ������"������ �� �

.  In the first place should be mentioned 
the article entitled ‘On the Watch-Tower’- 
by G. S. Arundale. . .

“ From other articles should be men­
tioned the one entitled ‘ The Dharma and 
Ideals of Poland ’ by Wanda Sokolowska.

“ In our opinion the Poland Number of 
���� ������"����  should be in the hands 
of every person who loves Poland or has, 
at least, sympathy for the Polish cause.

.  The Editorial Board of the *�����  
'�(�  express their sincerest thanks to the 
Editor, Dr. G. S. Arundale, and to the 
Compiler, Miss Wanda Dynowska, for the 
splendid work done by them.”-

PUJA IMPRESSIONS

Ayudha Puja is past—another day when 
blessings from the Gods reach the earth to 
strengthen mankind. Although this is a 
Day dedicated to Sarasvati (Third Co- 
Aspect of the Trinity), the Goddess who 
is the incarnation of pure Truth, it em- 
braces the other aspects of the Trinity as 
well (Lakshmi the Second Co-Aspect and 
Durga the First Co-Aspect). The Puja 
covers a period of ten days, the first nine 
days being celebrated in the home as the 
Shakti Aspect : three days representing 
the dynamic, three days representing the 
giver (wealth and possessions), and three 
days representing learning. The tenth day 
is the culmination with the offering to 
Sarasvati of the decorated tools which are 
used as a way to Truth—the means to the 
end. From this point of view, the Goddess 
is invoked as a Goddess of Learning to 
give Her Blessing on the instruments of 
daily use.

The Puja started at the Vasanta Press 
where the dominating note was the intense 
devotional feeling of the workers perform- 
ing the ceremony. Kalâkshetra and the 
Besant School had a nice blending of exer­
cise books and musical instruments with 
youthful voices raised in invocation ; and 
the Adyar Library followed with irnpres- 
sive chanting of Sanskrit Shlokas, the gar- 
landing at lhe end being done by Dr. 
Srinivasa Murti who chose his “ gar- 
landees ” with détermination. At T.P.PI. 
the President remarked that he had just 
corne from the Adyar Theatre and had 
enjoyed it very much. (Our President 
must hâve journeyed on a swift “ Day 
Bell ’’ !) The Bookshop was very attrac- 
tively arranged with different sized and 
coloured books and journals and many 
pictures and statuettes of our loved leaders. 
In the Treasurer’s Office the influence of 
the surroundings led the President into 
jovial realms çf Financial fancy. The



=LN �� � � �� �*8*+��?�@� �*A;�A November

+��������.�� *���	�� ���� ���� ������ A�� �
��������� ����  �������� ���� ����� ��!�
8������ � "����� ��� ���� +�2�� �����������!�
����  ����	��"�� ��� �� ���� ���$� ��� @�����
?����� ���� �������� ���� ���	������� ���� ���
����� "�����������������#�	�������������������
/����� ���� �̂ ���� ������ ����  ���� "��������
0� *�	�� �������� ���	�� 8���1� ���� ����� �����
��� ����� ������ ������� �����#������ ������&�
����� ������ ����"���� ���� �����&������	���������
��� ���� "����	!

E������ �������������� "�����  ��� ��� ����
���2��������� ������ J�"��$�������� 0������
���� ����!1� ����� ���� +���������� 8��� ����
A�$ ���� E�#�� ���� ��!� 8��� A� � #����� �_��
��#������ ���� ������  ��� 	����� A��� �����&�
��2$�� ����"����������� ������� ��������+���&�
��������� ����� ���������$��� ������� ���� ��	�!�
+�2�� ���� ���� 8���������� E�"��� ���� ���$�
"��	�� ��� ����� ������� ������ ���� ��
?�K��.��  ��3���������������$����������������
"��	�� kunkumam � ��� ������ ���������!� ����
����� ��2�	���� ��� ���� ����� ���� ���� ���#���&�
����� ����� �� � ��� �""��������� ����� ����$����
��� 8��� ���� A�$ ���� E�#�� ��������� �����
��� ���� �%"�������� ��� ���� ��	������ ���� ����
���� ������� ����� ������ ���������� �!� �������
J������ ���� ���	�� ���� � ���� E("���&

 ����� +�2��� ������ J�"��$�������� ������
	� ������� �	���#����	��������������������
���� "��	���� ���� ������$��"���������� ����
����� �� �� ��� ������ ����� ����� @������� J���!�
��� ���� ������������ E�"��� ����� ���� ������
��� ���� +�2�� ���������� ��� ���	���	���/���
����#������ ��� ������������� ��� ���� ���%"�	�&�
��!� ���� E����� +�2���������� ����� �������
�������� ��� ����	���� ���� ��������������#����
���� �$���� "������ ����� ���� ���� ����.��#��	��
������� ��� �		� "��� ���� ��� ���� +�2��
��� ��� ��� ����� ������!� ����� 	� �� ����
@�������� 0������ ��� ���� $�"�� 	����1� ���
���� �� ?�K��!� ��� *�	����8	�����������&�
��������#�������������	� �� ��������������E�!�
�������� ������(�(��	�������������	���!�����
����� ���� �""��"�������� ��� ���� E��"�������
������ ��������� +�2�&����� ������������� �����
��� +������&�!A!+!� ����$��&	��"����� ����
������ ���� +��������� ������ ����� ���������.��
������ ���� ��� ���� ��� ��� ��� �)#���� �����&�
�	���� �������� �  (������ ����������S� �����
���� ������������������������������&"�������
���� ������&���� ������ �� "����	�� ���������
�������� ���� ��""�� ����"� ��������� ������
����$���� ���� J������� ��� ���� E��� ���� ����
���������� ���������!

— J a n e  C l u m e c k
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TV/TY DEAR COLLEAGUE : I am 
very happy to hear from you and 

to know that not only hâve you arrivée! 
safely, but that you are now busy contact- 
ing our brethren in South Africa. I am 
very glad you give them my brotherly 
greetings, for I feel ail the more close to 
brethren whom I hâve not so far been able 
to meet. It must be a great joy to our 
members to hâve you in their midst, and 
I am sure your lectures must be a delight 
to them. I shall be glad to hear from you 
again when you hâve a further opportunity 
to write, but I know you will continue to 
give my very brotherly greetings to those 
who hold the fort of South Africa for our 
Elder Brethren.

I should like you to be good enough to 
convey my affectionate greetings to Miss 
Clara Codd. I am sorry to hear she is not 
very well. She has worked wonderfully 
for our Society in many Sections and is 
indeed entitled to slow down her activities, 
though I am sure she will not ever cease 
them altogether.

You write nothing about your family in 
Holland. I hope that no news is good 
news.

AfFectionately from us ail here at 
Adyar. . .
29 September 1942

7��8"����� ���� ����� %�&����

Dear Editor : Your Watch-Tower note 
[entitled “ Prof, and Mrs. Cousins ” in the 
September Theosophist] gives both of us 
deep gratification. In our lives the Theo- 
sophical vision and the way of life has been 
cardinal since I came upon it in Dub-

%����-6�.3�.��

lin in 1900, and Gretta [Mrs. Cousins] 
made her first contact with it in The 
Secret Doctrine just after our linking up 
for life in 1903. How that miraculous 
book came to us will be a good story for 
our “ duography.” We are deeply grateful 
that such service as we hâve been able to 
render (both overtly and covertly) toTheos- 
ophy has not been in vain ; and hope for 
mental and physical strength not only to 
continue it but extend it. Yours in service,

—J. H. � � � � � � �

?@� �"���� �� �"� "�

(To Mrs. L. Welch, England)

Dear Friend : May I offer you my heart- 
iest congratulations on having been a mem- 
ber of The Theosophical Society for fifty 
years, indeed for more than that very 
honourable period ? I am your junior, since 
I hâve only been a member of The Society 
for forty-seven years, so in the procession 
of members by the duration of their mem- 
bership I shall see your back, but you will 
not see me at ail.

Indeed do I congratulate you and The So­
ciety, for unless The Society were wortliy 
there would not be these long spans of 
membership.

I am much interested to hear that you 
hâve occasionallv met my very dear friend 
Miss Bright. I hear from her from time 
to time, but I am afraid she must be grow- 
ing very frail, especially because of a war 
which to her Quaker soûl must be abhor­
rent.

I should also like to congratulate the 
Torbay Lodge on possessing so stalwart a 
member.
29 September 1942
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HE KNEW H. P. B-

���� ���� ��� 	�� ������������ ������ ��  
����������� ���� ����� ��	����� �� � ��!  
��"��������� � "�����#�����"���!� �����"���  
�$%���!&��&�!������!��!!�&��"������"������'

Dear Friend and Brother : I send you 
my very affectionate greetings on the oc­
casion of your Sathabishekam. It is wonder- 
ful you hâve reached your 80th year with 
such fine powers intact and with so noble 
a record of service to our Elder Brethren. 
I too join in the wish that you may live 
for 100 years to be Their faithful servant 
and an honour to us ail.

I wish I could hâve been présent on the 
auspicious occasion but I certainly shall be 
with you in spirit and shall be thinking of 
you at Palni where we shall be on October 
the 22nd. I shall venture to invoke from 
there upon you the blessings of Shri Subra- 
manya which you so richly deserve.
20 October 1942

INDIA AND CHINA

[Message sent in reply to a request from the 
Council of the Fédération of Indian Music and 
Dancing, on the occasion of the Unveiling Cere- 
mony of the portrait of Dr. Rabindranath Tagore, 
for présentation to the National Government of 
China, at the Darbhanga Library Hall, Calcutta 
University, on 27 September 1942.1

It is always a great privilège for me to 
bear testimony to my reverence and affec­
tion for the Gurudeva as he is so rightly 
called, and I feel particularly happy to bear 
this testimony on the occasion of the 
présentation of his portrait to the National 
Government of China. I hâve just been 
reading of the deep interest the Poet took 
in his visit to China and of the beautiful 
réception which was accorded to him. He 
went to China as the ambassador from the 

� people of India to the people of China and 
forged a link between the two great lands 
which will when the time cornes ally them 
in close comradesbip not only as the two 
greatest nations in the East but also as the 
repositories of that eastern culture which

someday must dominate the whole world. 
'China and India ! What magic of hope lies 
in the conjunction of these two names ! 
And the hope will be realized, for it is the 
hope that the East will once again shine 
with the age-old splendour of its civïliza- 
tiqn and redeem the West from a matérial­
isai and culturelessness which otherwise 
might hâve destroyed the world, for it was 
spreading everywhere and even infected a 
great eastern country, Japan, which now 
can do but little else than die.

In the person of Tagorè the very heart 
of India visits China, for through his por­
trait he will bless China with India’s com- 
radeship, and strengthen her not only to 
drive away the evil which for five awful 
years has polluted the sacred soil of China 
but also to assume her rightful place 
among the great nations of the world.

May China bless India so that India 
may also take her rightful place among 
the great nations of the world and eject 
from her own sacred soil the same evil 
which is now to départ from China for ever. 
23 September 1942

GREETINGS FROM WALES

Cordial affectionate greetings, best wish- 
es, twenty-first Annual Convention.

— F r e e m a n

(��� )��� ���*!� +�,��-� ������ %�!"� ��
�� #�����"����� �  . ���"����� ��,,��!

Dear Colleague : Very many thanks for 
your cable of affectionate greetings from 
the Twenty-first Annual Convention of 
The Theosophical Society in Wales. I 
was delighted to receive it for it gives me 
added strength in thesp very difficult times. 
Please tell your fellow-members that I 
most heartily reciprocate their good wishes 
and hope that The Society in Wales is 
strong for Theosophy and for The Theo­
sophical Society, as I am sure it is under 
your inspiring guidance.
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GREETINGS FROM BOMBAY
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— Kanga
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GREETINGS FROM U. P.
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T T O W  can Christians with such a 
teaching as we try to proclaim 

justify their attitude to war in general and 
to the présent war in particular ? It is 
indeed a problem. It will no doubt be 
discussed for many a long year to corne. 
Many of us, no doubt, hâve at one time or 
another in our lives entertained ideas of 
non-resistance. Some perhaps still enter- 
tain them ; ail honour to them. Others 
hâve had to abandon them and hâve felt 
bound in this war, as in the last, to give 
their support, for what it is worth, to the 
forceful résistance of aggressive force. Dr. 
Micklem, Principal of Mansfield College, 
Oxford, has some wise words on this 
“ ethical dilemma,” as he calls it, in his 
recent book, The Theology of Politics. 
Dr. Micklem is not a pacifist ; his treat- 
ment of the dilemma seems to be sound 
and well-balanced. “ Under many circum- 
stances,” he says, “ it may be right to 
do that which in itself is far from the 
idéal. . . . But if under the tragic circum- 
stances of the hour war is, of ail possible 
lines of action, the best, then it is also 
right.” We cannot appreciably alter our 
environment. The most we can do is to 
choose the best action possible in the cir- 
cumstances and the environment in which 
we ftnd ourselves.

To many of us in the présent circum- 
stances H. P. Blavatsky’s instruction 
valiantly to defend those who are unjustly 
attacked seems to indicate the best action 
possible. —��� 	�� � �����

�����

There is a good deal of Theosophical 
activity of the usual kind in various cen­
tres of India, judging from the several

journals and numerous programmes and 
reports and greetings received by the Presi­

dent. Conventions, conférences and Féd­
ération gatherings, célébrations of Great 
Days, Festival Weeks and Self-Remem- 
brance Weeks, lecture tours by the General 
Secretary and others—ail this goes on and 
is good work.

However, the présent Indian situation 
is well commented upon by our General 
Secretary in a note in The Indian Theos- 
ophist :

“The storm has burst over our Mother- 
land, and her fair face has been stained 
with excesses ail over. Naturally Benares 
and our Headquarters hâve had their spoon- 
ful ; and ail I am hoping is that we hâve 
conducted ourselves in a manner worthy 
of the President-Mother who made Benares. 
At any rate we do not feel that we hâve 
anything to be ashamed of, and I am sure 
you hâve ail done your best in your own 
places.

“When feelings run so high it is no use 
arguing, but let us not lose sight of the 
fact that Humanity has Guardians, and 
however dark the clouds, the Sun shines 
behind them. We shall again behold His 
glory, one day. Let us keep cool if we 
can, and by doing our duty as we see best, 
hasten that day.

“Let us not forget that when the Lords 
of Karma prescribe quinine, it is not be- 
cause they want us to get bitter, but to 
the end that the fever may go. A warm 
heart with a cool head, certainly ; but, let 
me add, no bitterness for anything that we 
hâve to go through. Ail that cornes to us 
is within God’s Law and meant and sent 
to us to help us.”

And how to meet the unusual situation 
of the day is very practically suggested by 
Dr. Arundale in a 10-page leaflet circulated
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to every member of the Indian Section. 
He says :

“ Whatever may be our opinions and 
activities, to whatever parties we may be- 
long and to whatever faiths, let us ail unité 
to save India from the péril which she at 
présent faces—the péril of internai anarchy 
and the péril of enslavement by a ruthless 
enemy. We are not many, we Theosoph- 
ists, but our faith in Theosophy and our 
comradeship in The Theosophical Society 
should endow us with strength to give 
noble service to the India which is the 
spiritual home of us ail, and upon whose 
Peace and Freedom the whole future of 
the world dépends.”

THE NEW TECHNIQUE OF LIFE

ISummmary of Inaugural Address, by D. D. 
Kanga, llth  Session. Bombay Theosophical Fédér­
ation. 19 September 1942]

What is wrong with our civilization ? 
In attempting to diagnose the malady from 
which humanity is suffering at présent, 
Prof. Kanga took a rapid survey of the pré­
sent happenings, appreciated the brilliant 
achievements made by science, but re- 
gretted tbat men did not know how to 
make good use of them and of the power 
gained by us over the forces of nature for 
the good of humanity, and came to the 
conclusion that the fault with the présent 
civilization was that it was not oriented 
towards the spiritual because it was based 
on an incomplète philosophy of life, on an 
incomplète concept of the human being, 
and on an inadéquate knowledge of the 
true nature of man. Our âge, he said, was 
a mind-ridden âge where mind ruled both 
man and the universe. As spirit was de- 
throned from its rightful place in the con­
stitution of man there was a moral and 
spiritual anarchy.

XVhat is the rernedy ? The remedy, 
Prof. Kanga suggested, lay in basing one’s 
conduct and policy on a complété philos­
ophy of life, on the complété concept of

man that he is first and foremost a spiritual 
being, a fragment of the Divine, using 
both his mind and body as his instruments. 
This will bring about the development of 
the whole man and help man to see things 
in their proper perspective and give right 
values to ail things.

How is the remedy to be applied? By 
using the new technique of life. Both 
Theosophy and Science demand for the 
solution of grave problems which face hu­
manity, the study and training of man, as 
man principally is at fault. The scientific 
training and discipline hâve failed to im- 
prove the man morally and spiritually. It 
may make him an intellectual giant, but not 
necessarily a good, unselfish man. He may 
still be proud, egoistic, selfish, greedy, 
envious, given to fits of temper, undeterred 
in exploiting others and working for self- 
glorification and self-aggrandizement.

What is this New Technique of Life ? 
It is the training and discipline based on 
self-exploration as given in Theosophical 
teachings. It suppléments the scientific 
training and discipline and helps him to 
explore the mysteries of his own complex 
nature. This exploration will resuit in an 
expansion of his consciousness and the 
release of larger life, change the focus of 
his consciousness from the lower mental 
to the higher spiritual planes. This will 
enable him to take an aeroplanic view of 
life, give him a right sense of proportion 
in everything and so help him to live a 
fuller, richer, nobler and complété life. 
Such a life is possible here. This is the 
royal road open to everybody to tread. 
Many hâve trodden it and can testify by 
their inner expérience of the existence of a 
larger life and of the deeper joy felt by 
them. The shining life of the great 
pioneers in the science of life, the great 
sages and seers, who hâve trodden the 
path before us and reached the goal, is one 
more proof, if proof is needed, of the im­
portance of this new techinque of life.
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put together (and probably best in the early 
portion of the book), then followed by the 
recipes, the hints would give a clearer im­
pression. Then an index would prove use- 
ful too, with a few sample menus.

The classifications and analysis of gener­
al foods in use is excellent, while the table 
of possible combinations to be used for 
health is very clear. Amplified by the notes 
scattered elsewhere in the book, they solve 
a problem often found, not generally under- 
stood. The publishers are to be congratu- 
lated on this book.
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The American Theosophist, July. 
Blavatsky Lodge Newsletter, August.
The Canadian Theosophist, April. 
Comprension, March-April.
Contact, May, J une.
Eirenicon, No. 3.
Espritualidad, June.
The Link, Aug.-Sept.
News and Notes, July.
Osiris, April-June, July-September.
The Round Table Bulletin, May. 
Theosophy in Action, June.
Theosophy in Australia, Aug.-Sept. 
Theosophy in N.Z., Aug.-Sept.
Transvaal Fédération Newsletter, July.
U.S.A. Committee on Membership, May.
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are falsified by his desires, the case for 
alteration in the attitude of man to animais 
is well proved.

The author of this book, E. Browne, 
“ Bays,” Mount Avenue, New Milton, 
Hants, England, will supply the booklets 
at fourpence each. Or, where needed, 
copies will be sent free on request. This 
booklet could well be used for school work 
in the senior forms, wherever English is 
used, East or West.
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Cookery Recipes and Dietetics, by Dr. 
A.Z. Hanish. From Mazdaznan, Srinagar, 
Kashmir (Mrs. Clarence Gasque). The 
combination of diet hints with conserving 
recipes is valuable, and as it is vegetarian 
it is apposite to présent times, when foods 
are rationed, and non-flesh foods are sought 
by meat-eaters.

It is the right time to prove the good of 
health dishes and to show that they do give 
health conditions and can at the same time 
be savoury and appetizing. There are very 
varied suggestions here, one being a good 
curry powder, for mental help. Some of 
them are new—to this reader at any rate.

Two points need attention in any further 
issue of the book. Were ail the diet hints, 
and ail the suggestions for combinations,

Printed and Published by C. Subbarayudu, at the Vasanta Press, Adyar, Madras.


