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Question 96.

Do we return to this earth ofour own will or because we have to?
Would not evolution be retarded by opposition to rebirth ?

A. H. S.—One of the best bits of information on this subject can be
found in Vol. V. of the Path, pages 40 and 79. It would appear that the
Ego having passed an appropriate time in the after death states of con-
sciousness, naturally returns to earth life, very much | should say as
moisture which had been previously absorbed into the upper atmosphere
falls again as rain, when the general consensus of conditions so impels.
Therefore to the first question | should answer, that we return to this earth
both because we wish to and because we have to.

The second question is illogical.  If it applies to an ordinary ego in
the Devachanic state no opposition could obtain. If to a high Adept
ego or Mahatma, these have practically never entirely left the earth con-
sciousness so their return is a matter of taking or not a physical vehicle,
for the convenience of their professional business, which business is the
carrying out of evolutionary purposes.

G. Hijo—Rebirth is a universal law and we could as well try to
prevent it as to stop the revolution of the earth around the Sun. The
teaching is that we must continue reincarnating until we have acquired
all the experiences possible on this earth either by actual living or by
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178 THE THEOSOPHICAL FORUM.

such deep mental sympathy with others that we are said to live out ex-
periences in the mind. When a point in our personal evolution is
reached when we have nothing further to learn from earthly experiences
we automatically stop reincarnating. Before that point is reached it
would be worse than useless to try to prevent it. If we did so we might
slightly retard our own evolution as we always do when opposing uni-
versal law, but any one of us is so insignificant that such opposition
could hardly be considered to retard evolution in any general sense.

Question 97.

Will thepossibility ofinitial communication with the Lodge cease with
1897 or 1900 ? Does the closing of the cycle impose a like disability as re-
gards the Gates of Gold? |f so, is there no newflood tide till the last
quarter of the 20th century ?

Robert Crosbie—It has been said by a teacher that “ the law is that
the Adepts work with men (of the Caucasian race) directly and in large
masses, during the last twenty-five years of every century, and then stop
for seventy-five years, beginning again in the fourth quarter of the next
century. They never cease working, but they stop such present public
efforts as began with the T. S. in 1875. Before that they were working
with individuals,” and undoubtedly will continue to do so with such as
have raised themselves to the point where that is possible; these indi-
viduals in their turn making the links between the general mass and the
Adepts, and continuing the work along the lines laid down by their
Teachers.

There are flood, ebb, high and low tides for every kind of activity,
and the Adepts, understanding the law, work with it in such manner as
to best benefit humanity. “ Should they continue beyond the period,
such a tremendous reaction would be brought about, that the very object
in view would be defeated. Instead of destroying dogmatism, a new
dogmatism would be created to take the place of the old one against
which the attack was made, and men would really be no better than be-
fore.”*

Should we succeed in carrying Theosophy well along into the
twentieth century, there is a very great possibility that we can transmit
it pure and undogmatic to such successors as will, after our death, keep
it in being until the next twenty-five year cycle, when “ the torch-bearer
of Truth will find a numerous and united body of people ready to welcome
him, will find the minds of men prepared for his message, a language
ready for him in which to clothe the new truths he brings, an organiza-
tion awaiting his arrival, which will remove the merely mechanical, ma-
terial obstacles and difficulties from his path.’’

Read The Key to Theosophy, pp. 304 to 307.
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The doors to attainment are never closed, but it is infinitely easier to
reach the haven on a flood tide than on the ebb ; the tide is high now,
let us take advantage of it.

J. H. Fussell—This question is fully answered by William Q. Judge
in the Irish Theosophist, Vol. 11I* No. 1. But giving my own opinion
| think the answer to the question is expressed by the phrase “ it all de-
pends." We have been told by H.P.B. and others that a special effort
is made to help humanity during the last quarter of every century, but
that does not mean that a man born say in 1901 and living until 1974
will have no opportunity of making connection with the Lodge. The
cycles in his individual Karma may bring to the point where he can
make this connection.

During the last quarter of every century, however, the opportunity is
greater, the door isas it were opened for us if we can reach it. Per-
haps, at other times, if we would enter we must not only reach the door
but Open it ourselves.

Question 98.

L. Canyou give mea description ofthe results offasting where itis done
for thepurpose of strengthening one's willpower ? 2. Do you believe when
one has a desire togo into solitude and practice fasting and study that he
or she should make an effort to do so? 3. Canyou recommend some
work or study on concentrationfor a beginner in this line of thought?

Dr. Buck—1st. Fasting or any other self-imposed act merely for the
purpose of * strengthening the will” is of little value. It all de-
pends on the motive.  Self-control is far better, and will, without self-
control, degenerates into mere stubbornness. The best exercise is to learn
to act from judgment and not from impulse. As one element in the dis-
cipline of self, fasting may serve a good purpose.

2d. Such a desire may be a mere freak, and sometimes to put it in
practice is the quickest and surest way of curing it. The ordinary duties
and trials of life are the best kind of discipline. Many persons who
“ desire” to fast in solitude and meditate would soon tire of it
from sheer lack of material and simply goto sleep. Others would go in-
sane if they persisted in it. Many others would attain an exalted self-
conceit over their own imagined purity and conquest, and like the star-
gazer fall into the first ditch on their return to the world. One can be as
much alone in a crowd, as in the desert, and practice the best form of
concentration and meditation in the discharge of ordinary duties.

3. The foregoing suggestions really cover this question. It is a methoa
that is needed. All books written on the subject deal more of less with
Hatha Yoga. The Bhagavad-Gita gives the whole process and the whole
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i80 THE THEOSOPHICAL FORUM.

philosophy. Think and Desire and Practice Brotherhood. Take a
kindly interest in others instead of shunning them. Do your duty in the
world instead of running away from it and the fruits of Knowledge, Wis-
domand Power will lie at your very feet.

Question 99.

Afriend of mine saw, during an illness, the counterpart ofherself,
standing close t her, and, at another time, saw a friend in her room,
though she was alone at the time. What is the explanation of these
phenomena 1

J. H. Fussell—It would be impossible to give the exact explanation
of the particular phenomena mentioned unless more were known of the
circumstances and the character of the participants. It is quite possible,
however, that in the first case there was a separation of the astral
from the physical and that this for the moment became visible. In
the second case there was probably an unconscious projection by the
friend of her mayavi rupa or thought body—rthis being probably due to
an intense desire on her part to see her sick friend. A severe illness
will often bring about a condition in which psychic experiences such as
the above are possible.

For further information in regard to the mayavi rupa, see Studies in
Occultism, No. 6.

Dr.J. D. Buck—The explanation differs in nearly all cases. A
vivid imagination, a mere reflection in the Ether will explain the great
majority of such cases. The Ether is full of these pictures and a sudden
break in its continuity will often reveal them. There is a magnetic res-
piration like that of the lungs, of which the individual is tie centre and
the creator. When the individual is at the point of equilibrium (centre
of his circle of life) his magnetic sphere may open all around him, and
he may see his own reflection in the Astral Light. The law is the same
in the second case, circumstances only differ. Apparitions are real but
seldom intelligent or even really conscious. Most of them are simply
images in a mirror (astral light).

Question 100.

Please explain what Theosophy means by the psychical nature ofman ?
Is this the middle point of evolutionfrom which the way leads upwards or
downwardsfor man? H'illyou illustrate the two aspects of thepsychic
nature, giving the characteristics distinguishing onefrom the other ?

Katharine Hillard.—The questioner first asks what Theosophy means
by the psychical nature of man, and then wishes to have its “ two as-
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 18

peets '’ illustrated, thereby demonstrating some preconceived theory on
the subject. The “ midway point of evolution Mis distinctly defined in
the Secret Doctrine, (11, 736) as that point in the 3d Round where the
astral forms began definitely to pass into the physical, which has little or
nothing to do with the psychic nature of man. This is that part of our
nature that is above the physical and below the spiritual, and functions
principally on the astral plane. If we take the ordinary definition, it
covers all the faculties of clairvoyance, clairaudience, etc., and is, of
course, liable to all the delusions and deceptions which beset that mirror
called the astral light, wherein all things are reversed. But if we take
the higher meaning, ‘*the psychic nature’’ may signify the noblest
powers of the soul.

Allen Griffiths.—The psychical nature of man is mental or intel-
lectual. It has its higher and lower aspects, i. €., higher manas and
lower manas. The lower concerns itself with the material world and
expresses itself through and by the senses, and by likes and dislikes. It
is the lower brain consciousness, and the ordinary man lives in his lower
psychical nature. It is of the head, and arrogance, pride, vanity pre-
sumption, harsh judgment and all uncharity are its expressions. This as
to one and the lowest phase of the lower psychical nature. It has
another. Let us illustrate :

The earth is enclosed by the Astral Light, which is dual.  Its upper
surface is called the higher divine; the lower, infernal. The upper mir-
rors divine thought reflected upon it from above ; the lower receives and
records the conglomerate thoughts and actions rising from the earth.
As the great mass of the latter are impure, or, at best, imperfect, it is
readily perceived what a jumbled and distorted picture is presented by
the lower infernal Astral Light. The person who has developed, either
in this or a previous earth life, the higher phase of the lower psychic
nature can see into the lower infernal Astral Light, but what he sees is
not a reality but a reflection of what has taken place on this earth and
also that which still goes on.  Being ignorant of this true state of affairs,
such persons prophesy all manner of things about everything. They are
honest, but deluded by the seething sea of reflections which surge and
roll in a veritable chaos of confusion. Ordinary mediums, and some
sensitives belong to this class.

The higher psychical nature of man is not intellectual nor medium-
istic, but purely manasic and intuitive, which enables it to pass through
the lower infernal Astral Light to the higher divine where it contacts the
plane of causes and communes with highly developed souls who have
reached and permanently reside*on those greater heights. Developed
souls are called Masters, Adepts and Initiates and can consciously and
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182 THE THEOSOPHICAL FORUM.

at will rise through the lower infernal to the higher divine Astral Light
and return laden with the knowledge thus obtained; while the average
medium may only reach the lower infernal and upon return to normal
consciousness remember nothing of value.

It was in the 4th, the Atlantean Root Race, that the lower phase of
the psychical, and intellectual nature was developed. That was also the
lonest point of descent of spirit into matter.  Intellectualism, Egotism,
I am I, are all synonymous terms, embodying the false conception of
separation which dominated the Atlanteans. The Intellect is lower
manas, and the 4th principle in man. We are now in the 5th Root Race
(corresponding to the 5th principle) in the 4th Round, while the 5th
Principle will be fully developed only in the 5th Root Race of the 5th
Round. But we have enough promise now, in the partial development
of the higher manas, to indicate something of what its fruition will
mean. Thus, while the Atlanteans developed the lowest phase of the
psychical nature, we of the 5th Root Race are in process of develop-
ing the higher phase of the psychical nature and are on the ascending
arc, while the complete development of the higher psychical nature, or
higher manas, will not be fully realized by humanity as a whole until
the 5th Race of the 5th Round.

Abu-ben-F.—Man has three bodies, and three natures corresponding
thereto, or more properly he may be viewed from three aspects or may
act on three planes of being. The three bodies are the spiritual, the
psychical and the physical. The three planes or worlds in which he
lives are respectively earth, mid-world, heaven. = The psychical nature
of man is thus the middle nature which relates man to the middle plane
of his being or the “ mid-world.M It is particularly the world of dream
and imagination. It includes the world of intellect and of mind, but is
far more than these as they are ordinarily understood. Usually speaking
the psychic nature is incorrectly limited to the world of so-called psychic
phenomena such as seeing visions, and to astral experiences, but as said
it properly includes the world of thought and of mind.

Development of the psychic nature marks the middle point of evolu-
tion, for it is only with the development of mind that evil arises or can
be conceived of, and, in like manner, good. This shows then how the
parting of the ways lies in the psychic world. One path leading to
spiritual life, and this life can be entered only by the dominance of
the psychic nature, by its becoming the servant of the real man. The
other path leading down to materialism is entered upon by the psychic
nature gaining control and enslaving the man—and this may come about
by the enthronement of intellect and reason as well as by the pursuit of
psychic will o' ihe wisps in the astral realms.
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SUBJECTS FOR DISCUSSION.

FOR THE USE OF BRANCHES.

The following subjects are supplied as being suitable for discussion at branch meetings.
They are by various students who have had experience in conducting such neetings. It
should be clearly understood that staterrents mede herein are su??estlons for discussion,
are not official, or in any way authoritative.  Similar outlines will gladly be received by
the editor, who resenves the right to meke such alterations in mew construction as may
seem advisable—E ditor.

WILL.

“ Life with its innunerable trials has for its aim, in the order of etermal Wisdom the
Eainirg of\l/ivn-:iIV\ﬁﬁl]le hT?n%/twgcr? a?d toact rgtptl)smas fatal to nﬁ*?g as topldo evgt"
lermes i ulty of man, corr ing among inciples to Atma.
To succeed in oomltlsgm The t\Xfll the Conscience, r@\e |orsprar‘d the Intellect
must be brought into one straight line. ani/ phases of will, that acting naturally in our
bodies, me result of ordinary ghought the t of trained thought, the spiritual will, etc.
The will toact with force must be disassociated from desire or attachiment to results.  The
will is mede strong by willing and acting in accordance with the will of Nature. The
will of average men intertwined with the wills of those about him. We should keep our
will separate, and leam to will soas to counteract the effect of other wills uponus.  The
hlgher will works in conjunction with the inegination (See Ocean of Theosophy, Chap.
, pp. 137-140).
REFERENCES.

Ocean of Theosophy, p. 46. The Path, Vol. ii, “ The Bhagavad Gita,” pp. 29%4.

THE ETERNAL MAN.

“ Lift thy head, O Lanoo ; dost thou see one, or countless lights above thee. . "
etc. (Secret Doctrine, Vol. i, p. 120 old ed., p. 145 new). Do we really progre& or
only better express our real nature through evolution and experience ?  What should be
our attitude toward the outer, the transitory or illusionary men? Can the Eternal men be
perceived by the senses? be known by intuition or interior illumination? Does our real
self take an interest in the affairs of every-day life or only in occasional events?  Does
living by habit or concentrating and doing every act deliberately, bring out our Higher
nature ?

The four qualifications for chelaship (dISCIp|eShIp) according to Hindu teachings : I
A knowledge of the ore reality, our real Seir . Living upto that knowledge. |||
The six accorrplishments (See Man, Fragments of Forgotten Hlstory Chap. x).
Anajlntereed&swetobeoamﬁ’eefranwrprmbaxiagetonatter toattalnmeore
Reali

Ir%ydher teachings itis said : “ That which is neither spirit nor metter, light nor dark-
r&_i_htut verily the Root and Oorrtaulc Iner offulimeshThat Thou cﬁg " for breaki

e present conjunction of cycles as fumi lngexoeptl qx)orunty reaking
down the barriers and linking the lower consciousness and the

REFERENCES.

Bhagavad Gita, Chaps, vii-xii. The Key to Theosophy, Sec. x. The Voice'ofthe Silence.
M

CYCLES.

“ The absolute universality of the law of l[ﬂ)ngOdICIty the second fundanental propo-
sition of the Secret Doctrine. ~ The ancients much greater knowledge of Cycles than
we. Cyclic law governs our solar system, our earth, our moon, and the races, sub-races,
nations, and tribes of men, and all other kingdons ofnature besides the growth and pro-
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gress of each individual. The real periods of the greater cycl6s not now given out as the
mejority of men could not comprehend or use them, and as a knowledge of them corffers
power for which men are not yet ready.  This knowledge among the secrets of initiation.

he siderial cycle of 25,868 years ; the cycle of 5,000 years; the “ Messianic’’ cycle,
2»10S years; the century cycle; the Cycle of the T. S.  Cycles which have to do with
the descent of spiritual beings or influences to our earth or plare.

Cyclic impression and retum the key to an understanding of our oann nature.  Knowl-
edge of our “ cycles’’ necessary to progress.  How obtained.  Knowledge of Cycles and
cyclic law if widely knoan would greatly change the world.  Gives a sound besis and
reason for ethics and right thought and action.

REFERENCES.
Ocean of Theosoph?/_. Chap. xiv ; The Path, Vol. iv,g. 272, “ Cycles " ; Theosophy, Vol. xi,
pp. 305" 327, 359, “ Cyclic Impression and Return and Our Evolution ” Isis Unveiied, Vol. 1,

Cbap. ix; Secret Doctrine, 2d Fundamental Proposition (pp. 16-17, old ed.), see Index “Cycles”;
Studies in Occultism, No. v, note p. 232. Bhagavad Gita, Chaps, iv. and viii.

BRANCH WORK.

Harmonious adjustrent of menrbers to each other and unity of purpose essenttials to
success in branch work.  Members of a branch should act as a unit in the work of their
branch. A branch has a twofold duty : (a) to outsiders, to the inhabitants of the city or
count?/ in which it is situated; (b) to its own menbers.  Neither of these can be suc-
cessful I}gpursued apart from the ather, the two should go hand in hand.

i X i and : PUblli‘CI Iectur&ar%nd 'ITleoso;arr?scal iviti eaoL
meetings; newspaper articles reports of lectures ical activities; spr
ing hical literature and idess, in everyway. Each ner‘rbersr‘mﬂi en
deavor to cary the Influence of the branch as far as possible, ees%ially by living the life,
raoutvxardlk/fa’smM but inwardly, so that it will meke its on the inner planes, so
that nen will come to realize unconsciously the value and truth of and

Methods of branch study and work :  Study classes, (for Secret Doctrine, Bhagavaa
Oita, Upanishads, Ocean of Theosophy, etc.) training classes with branch meetings (for
public speaking), written papers, short speeches, asking and answering questiors, etc.,
Lotus Circles for the children.  “ By doing service, by strong search, by questions, and
by humility,” a good nmotto for a branch.

We have to concentrate on our work, yet never become albasorbed in it or lose ourselves
in its details, to do so fatal both to ourselves and tothe work.  H. P. B. said years ago
if each member and branch did his duty there would not be any sufferi%or lack of neces-
sities of life even by the poorest. * If we do all we can and all we are able to do we shall
do all that can possibly be required.”

REFERENCES.

Theosophg Feb., 1897, “ A Danger Signal,” by Cav6. Forum, Feb., 1897, T. for D., “ A The-
osophist.” Branch Department Papers.” Bhagavad Gita.

THEOSOPHICAL NEWS AND WORK.

Boston T. S. held its annual nmeeting and election of officers on February 4th.  The
following were elected for the ensuing year:  Robert Crosbie, President, M. J. Barnett,
Ist Vice-President, J. E. Clapp, 2d Vice-President, Kirk W. Caldwell, Secretary and
Treasurer, Marie Pfyffer, Librarian, J. E. Southmick, G. W. Van Pelt and M. J. Bar-
rett, Executive Committee. Lectures given in March were :  7th, “ Theosophy in Daily
Life,” by T. F. Seele; 14th, “ The Law of Rebirth,” by G. D. Ayres; 2Ist, “ The
Purpose of Theosophy,” by W. H. Somersall; and 28th, “ Good and Evil,” by M. J.
Bamett. The Thursday discussions were upon “ The Second Object of the T. S.,”
“ Theosophy and Modem Science,” “ The Septenary in Nature,” and “ Esoteric Chris-
tianity.”

Tri-mount Branch, T. S. A, heldits first public meeting at 85 West Concord St.,
Boston, Wednesday evening, March 10th, 1897. The attendance was seventy-seven. The
exercises were very impressive and the attention throughout was marked.  The President,
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W. Wilmot Harmon, first introduced Mr.  Clark Thurston, President of the Providence
branch, who formally dedicated Tri-mount Branch tothe work.  Mr. Arthur B. Griggs,
also of Providence, was then introduced and spoke with much fervor on “ The Purpose of
Theosophy. ™’ This branch is started in the south end of Boston, and it is sincerely de-
sired may do good work for the Theosophical moverrent.

Lynn Branch reports February work as follows: 1st, 15th, and 22d, study meetings,
with subjects fromthe Key to Theosophy. 8th, James F. Morton lectured on “ The Un-
reality of Evil.” Qurgeneral attendance and interest is increasing.

Westerly Branch (R. I.) had discussions in March upon “ Successive Lives on
Earth,” “ The Conmposite Nature of Man,” ' 4The Christ for die World,” and “ The
Law of Compensation and Retribution.”

Buffalo T. S. has secured the large window of the most prominent book store intown

for the weel ious tothe coming of the “ Crusaders.” The windowwill be decorated
in purple will contain a large picture of W. Q. J., signs and placards announcing the
andtheprlmlpal ical books. A special counter in the store will be

setasi for our use, and ore of merrbers will take charge for the week.  The pro-
prietor of the store gets the profits on the books and much free advertising for the use of
the window and the T. S. gets unequalled advertising space.

Upasika T. S. is pursuing the course that it marked out for itself in the beginning of
its second year, which is, the study of Man on three parallel lines, viz., the spiritual, the
intellectual and the ical. Its meetings are held \Wednesday evenings at 8:15 at 225
Lincoln Place, Brookiyn.

Baltimore T. S.  Major James A. Clark lectured before the Baltimore Branch in
Hazazzar's hall, Sunday night, Feb. 28th, on * Theosophy a Light—Not a Dogima,” to
a large and appreciative audience.  Good reportswere given by the newspapers.  Another
lecture was given in the sane hall, March 14th, on “ Reincarnation.”

Pittsburg T. S. (Penn.) had the folloning Sunday evening lectures in March : 7th,

* Our Object in Life and How to Attain It,” by Mr. Scott; 14th, “ Theosophy in

Ancient Egypt,” by Miss Hartmann; 21st, “ Is Karma Fatalism?” byMr. Oppermann;
28th, “ The Purpose of Life,” by Mrs. Hare.

Y oungstown T. S. had as subjects for discussionin March, * Intuitionand Reason,”
“ Heredity,” “ H. P. Blavatsky,” and “ Conventionality.”

Grand Rapids T. S. Branch Meeting with study class Thursday, 8 p. m. Lotus
Circle Friday, 3 p. m., and Sunday, 11 A. m. Public meeting Sunday, 3.30 P. m.

The Katherine A. Tingley Lotus Circle (Milwaukee, Wis.) was formed in
Cctober last, and meetings are held every Sunday at 2 p. m. at the branch room  Its
Supt. is L. H. Cannon, and Sec'y, Mrs. M. Gilbert. An increase in numbers is ex-
pected as soon as settled weather comes.

The Harmony Lotus Circle was formed onJan. 10th, on the North Side, at the home
of Mrs. Riggle, and now numbers 22 members with promise of rapid increase. This Lotus
Circle aims to embody the spirit of its name. Here may be found Gentile and Jew, Irish
and German, English, Polish, Scots and Americans, Catholics and Protestants, and some
thatthe children call “ nothing at all,” and the keynote of all our teaching is, universal
brotherhood. We aim to teach no creed or dogma, to offend none in his own religion,
but to help each to develop the best in himself and his religion. The officers are Mrs.
Riggle, Supt., Gracie Hill, Sec'y, Ethel Campsie, Librarian, Harold Campsie, Treas.
We put the little ones in as office holders, and they do most excellent work. They held a
“ Purple Pence ” party for the benefit of the Crusaders and sent 158 pence to the fund,
besides having a royal good time. Any one desirous of knowing our methods may address
Miss Gracie Hill, 186 North Ave., Milwaukee, Wis., Sec'y Harmony Lotus Circle.

Amrita T. S. (Lincoln, Nebr.) is thoroughly alive now and the recent lectures given
here by Brother Burcham Harding have done us great good. The public have become
thoroughly aroused and quite a numer of new anollcatlons for menbership have been re-

ceived and the are good for several nore to cone. It is safe to say that Amrita
Branch is now an ute fixture, also that besides the study of Theosophy our merrbers
nize and endeavor to truly live the Theosopbic life.  Since the lectures given by

r Harding we have been holding Sunday evening meetings to which the public are
specially invited. A class has been organizedfor the more thorough study of Theasophy,
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186 THE THEOSOPHICAL FORUM.

having begun on the Key to Theosophy. It havingbeenarranged to hold Sunday evening
meetings, we decided to change the nmeeting night for the Branch from Monday to Thurs-
day evening at 7.30 o' clock.

We have also started a branch library; about a dozen books have been donated for
that purpose and others will be added to it fromtine totine. A great many books are
being read and the interest taken is steady and strong.

Denison Theosophical Society (Texas) was organized January 7th and has be-
come a very active branch.  Modern Theosophy is at present being studied by the branch
and evokes corsiderable discussion. A Lotus circle and a Bhagavad Gita class are held
on Sunday afternoons.  In the last two and a half nonths sixty-seven books have been
loaned and meny leaflets distributed.  Theosophy is becoming a topic of discussion in this
city and adjoining toms.  Branch meetings are held on Thursday evenings at 8 o' clock.

PACIFIC COAST ITEMS.
T he public of San Francisco responded heartily to the presence of the Crusaders who

arrived from their world-round tripon Feb. 11.  Mrs. Tingley and her conpanions were
et at the wharf by a large crond of mermbers andaconed the hotel.  The next even-

ing, Friday, a reception wes tendered them at rmermbers being present.
Saturday alarge private meeting was held, andon Sundayat Fellows' Hall an audi-
ence of three thousand tumed oLt to listen to the Crusaders’ oflove and brotherly

. Immediately after the close ofthis meeting a Brotherhood r was given in the
basement of the hall and about two hundred and fifty of the unenpﬂglgderefed physi-
cally and atherwise. During the day the Crusaders went to San Quentin Penitertiary,
where Mrs. Tingley and others addressed the convicts, one thousand of whom gave close
atterition tothe speeches. Atthe E. S. T. meetings, forty-three new members were admit-
ted. Monday evening the Crusade advanced to Oakland and held a satisfactory meeting,

and the next moming, 16th, left for San Diego, where the comer store S. R. L. M. A. was
laid onthe 23d. One hundred and over of Theasophists from all over the caast visited
San Francisco to welcone the Crusaders hone, and these, with many inquiring strangers,
mede a corstant stream of callers at the hotel while the Crusaders were in San Francisco.

It was a redHetter season for I'heosophy in the town, and the forces started will produce
no small resullts.  Lectures given by the Branch during Februarywere : 7th, “ | Said to My-
self,” Dr. J. A. Anderson; 21st, “ It is a Law,” Julius Oettl; 28th, “ The Wheel of
Rebirth.” Evan Willians. The course of Branch study continued as usual on topics
from* Theosophical Forum,” except on the 9th, a Home Crusade nmeeting was held, ad-
dressed by H. A. Gibson, ofLos Angeles, Rev. J. S. David, Jessie L. Greenbaum, E. M.

Scotford, of Portland, E. B. Rarmbo, Mercie M. Thirds and James M. Pryse.

San Diego T. S. has moved into new headquarters at 1125 Sixth Street.

Los Angeles T. S.  The following public lectures were given during February: 7th,
moming, “ The Divinity in Man,” by A. B. Clark, evening, “ Sorrow, Its Cause and
Cure,” by Dr. Mohn; 14th, rmmm? * Concentration, Meditation and Action,” byA. B.
Clark,” evening, “ The Sources o Theosophy,” byMs R. M. Egbert; 21st, mom-
|ng, “ Spirituality,” by H. B. Leader, evening, V. The Hope of the World,” by I\/rs. L.

Giese; 28th, noming, “ Equal Mlndedness by H. A. Gibson, evening, “ .Their
Message » by Mrs. J. Brink.  Branch meeting, Wednesday evening and Study classes
Tuesday afternoon and Thursday evening are well attended. The Crusaders have come
and gone, but their influence remains and will last.  Their visit was a feast—such as we
were artticipating, but even exceeding our greatest hopes. May we follow faithfully the
“ path” they show!

TOURS OF THEOSOPHICAL LECTURERS.

James M. Pryse.—Arrived at San Francisco, Feb. 5thafter a successful tour in the
South lectured folle%glrg Sunday on “ Ml?smg Factors in Modem Llfee;j and at local
Tuesday, on “ Mistakes of Theosophists.” Accompanied Crusaders to
San Diego aJE Los Angeles. Returned to San Francisco on the 27th ; lectured
Sunday evening on “ Theosophy and Christianity.” Reached San Jos6, March 1st, spoke
at Branch meeting and E. S. T. neeting. Visited Santa Cruz on the 3d ad
gave a public lecture on “ Theosophy and Christianity,” also attended E. S. T. neeting.
Arrived at Portland, Or., March 6th; delivered three public lectures, held several infor-
mal meetings and parlor-talks, and attended E. S. T. At all public meetings in above
places had full houses, and at Prometheus Hall many people were unable to gain entrance,
the hall being packed
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BurchAM Harding has had a busy nonth in Minnesota and lowa. Feb. 12thr
Jackson, Minn., was visited. Three public lectures in the Opera House were well at-
tended, giving rise to public discussion, ned by “ orthodox ” opposition. A strong
branch of 13 merbers was formed, the result of the earmest work of Dr. and Mrs. Tryon,
and other nmerbers of the I\/inneapolis branch, now residing at Jackson.  February 15th
and following days, three public lectures were given at Minneapolis, in the Unitarian
church, about 400 attending each lecture.  T. S. and E. S. T. meetings were held, and
a class for beginners commrenced. A brotherhood supper to 150 poor and hungry was a
great success.  Feb. 18th, at St. Paul, addressed the members in their branch roons, fol-

lowed by two public lectures and abrolherhood suggested a colunm article in a
leading as indicative of what real d"larlx\inuld be E S T andT. S. mest
ings were Id, and the work of Lotus Circle loped. Feb. 22d, Decorah lowa, was

reached, and three lectures delivered in Unity Church. T. S. and E. S. T. meetings
were held and the work organized in a nore popular form so as to attract enquirers. It
is intended that a Lotus Circle be added to the activities. Feb. 25th, to Clinton,lowa,
where three public lectures in Odd Fellows' Hall were attended by larger audiences each
nignt. E. S T. andT. S. meetings led to the formration of a class to sinplify the teach-
ings and bring them within the grasp of beginners. It is intended to inaugurate a Lotus-
Circle and work on nore popular lines. March 1st, at Fontanelle,lowa, three public lec-
tures drew Iarﬂggatﬂiem&s, and much intelligent  interest was shoan. A branch wes
formed under the presidency of Mirs. A. H. McDermid, who has worked faithfully with
a“ Centre” for some time. March 4th, Indianola, lowa, was reached, and three public
Igm\s\&;n weé'e given |nF1h_z|e_ o%urt house. @agr(ahrgh was formed under eﬁyceflc!rent auspices.

nwin, an from’way wving spread Theosopl SONE Years,
has now realized his desire for a local branch.  March 7th, visited Des Moines, the
capital of lowa, and delivered three public lectures in Lehmann's Hall to large and ap-
preciative audiences.  The newspapers gave very full accounts and assisted neterially. A
class of about 30 persons was inaugurated, some becoming members of the T. S. thin
afew nonths, a strong branch should be planted at Des Moines.  March 10th, reached
Burlington, lowa, and gave three lectures in the Citizens' Association Rooms, which
were well attended. A new branch was formed under the leadershipof Gen. J. A. Guest,
who for sone years has conducted propaganda in an effective nenner.  The nonth's ex-
perience is confinmatory of the interse desire for the truths of Theosophy, and the willing-

withwhich they are accepted. In country towns, and large or siall cities,
meny are found ready to

LEAGUE OF THEOSOPHICAL WORKERS NO. I. ANNUAL REPORT.
For Year Ending Jan. 18, 1897.

The year has been an altermati mxmre of activity and inactivity, with a ret result,
however, of nore and better work WEa)r;%pre-\nousyearmthehlstoryofthe
League. Infon‘reryearsasageneralmlngﬂe was dore by a very few. It isgrati-

fying to be able toFreport that the gxesentsﬁeeffortsofamnhlarger
rurg)eropersom Attentlmsl'mldalsobecr:;?l to the unique fact that alnost all

League work is of a nature different from the work appropriate to Branches or to the office
o;PrSGSiggentofﬁeT .S.A., and hence would never have been done but for the existence
ofa ue

There were in the hands of the Treasurer at the beginning of the fiscal year, January
12;11e 1896, i$72 'Zl'lh Tr;:; reoeipllts have$ been : (fromm?a‘lmorfs $178. gdg%ﬁunssme silfer of

et, Theosophy Simply Put, $26.80; e of League 7.35 ; from
a Dm Readlng entertainent, $73.60; miscellaneous Unclassified receipts. amounted
10 $5.50; and a fund raised for the purpose of entertaining delegates to the April Conven-
tion retted a surplus of $110.57 ; making the total receipts $474.44.

The disburserrents have been: Charity, $131.66 ; contribution to Crusade fund, $110.-
57; rent, $123; and other expenses, including the purchase of literature for prt
gurposes, $104.29; meking a total of $469.52, and leaving in the hands of the Treasurer

4.92.

Press Bureau. The attitude of the newspapers toward Theosophy changed decidedly
for the favorable during 1896, the Convention seeming to mark ﬁ‘ehéeglnnlng of a new
era. In advance of Converttion an article of a columm and a quarter in length was
given to the two principal Press Associations and was printed in probably350 of the larger
papers in America, ing anbistirrated arm#;t of 437 Odurramrﬁ All of the Né:rv\érYorkf
newspapers were represertted by reporters at the Conventtion, were taken in ge o
by a merrber of the Press Bureau and supplied with typewritten abstracts of the proceed-
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ings, which induced fuller and nore accurate reports than would otherwise have resulted.
The ne?/t\'sapapers generalf ly printed long articles d(ljjring a period of four days. ets and

In the department of propaganda there were dispensed 10 books, 251 panphlets,
1226 tracts; six books were loaned to a Theosophical Centre, and a subscription to Theo-
sophy wes donated to six of the largest libraries in New York and Brooklyn.

In the imediate vicinity of New York there are 64 light houses and light-saving sta-
tions, and the forces manning them have nothing to do but read to while the time.  To
scach one panrphlet and two tracts were sent.

Of the literature thus disbursed 9 books, 51 pamphlets, and 1000 tracts were contri-
buted to the League. The balance were purchased.

SUPPORT OF T. S. A.

Received Febru Mr. George E. Harter, Dayton, Ohio, towards the support of
the T. S. A,, $50. oy P ® Ve

CONVENTION NOTICES AND INFORMATION.

New York City, March 20, 1897.
To all Branches and Members of the Theosophical Society in America :

In accordance with Article 1V., Section 4, of the Corstitution of the T.S.A., the
Executive Committee having unanimously decided that the Third Annual Conventtion of
the Theosophical Society in America be held in New York City, it will convene in that
city on the 25th of April, 1897, being the fourth Sunday ofthe month, at 10 A. m., andwill
remain in session urttil the evening of the 26th, unless further prolonged. The year just
closing hes been one of unprecedented activity and Theasophy is occupying the attention
of the public more than ever before, an ever-increasing interest being taken in it and the
Society—all this will make the coming Convention of unusual inmportance.

PROPOSED PROGRAM.

I. Calling to order. 2. Election of Temporary Chainman. 3. Election of Secre-
taries of Converttion. 4. Organization of Convention. 5. Election of Permanent Chair-
man. 6. Minutes. 7. Reception of Foreign Delegates. 8. Reports of President and
Treasurer. 9. Special Business; Resolutions. 10. Foreign greetings. 11. Appoint-
ment of Comittees.  12. General Order, including papers, addresses, discussions, reso-
lutions and reports.

DELEGATES AND PROXIES.

Each Branch is entitled to send a Delegate to represent it.  In connection with this
natter it is desirable to call attention to Article 1V, Section 3, of the Constitution of the
T.S.A.—" The besis for representation and voting [by Branches] in said Corvention
-shell be one Delegate for the first five menbers and ore for every ten after the first five.”
Any Branch not able to send a Delegate is entitled to send a proxy or to specially appoint
a mermber of the Convention to represent it; and every Branch is eamestly desired to so
appoint if unable to provide direct represematlm All Branches following this course,
i. <, appointing some mermber of the Conventtion as proxy, but not at present able to
designate the individual, will please clearly indicate r wishes to the undersigned so
ﬁ'laledﬁ'le proxy naygtjcehglven to soe member atterrxljt:%g the Cbnventblem m%rﬂ actually pre-
pared to represent Branches in person.  Pri roxies can from stationery
stores, or will be forwarded from this office on applican%w, and should be duly filled up
and signed by the President or Secretary of the Branch.  Where the proxy is to be ap-
pointed, the space for the appointee should be left blank.

Each Branch intending to send a Delegate to represent it, will please forward this in-
formration to the Preadentsofﬁoeatasearyadateaspractlaable so that the list may be
mede out and ready for the meeting of the Convention.

All nmermbers are entitled to attend the Convention.

Branches in arrears for dues will have nopoiver to vote or have representation ; the

Jsame rule appliesto the case of Branches in which the number ofMembers hasfallen below
ive.

REPORTS FROM BRANCHES.

Secretaries of Branches are requested to send in their yearly reports to the President’s
office as soon as corvenient in accordance with the circular of Decenber 21, 1896.

E. T. Hargrove, President T.S.A.
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REGARDING REDUCED RAILROAD FARES TO AND FROM THE CONVENTION.

An effort will be made to procure for delegates and visitors to the Convention a com
rmutation of the regular transportation rates which will bring the total cost of the trip to
andfromNeW York to a sum equal to one and one-third the price of a passage one way.

accorrglclﬂgmls it will be necessary for all persorns expecting to attend to send in their

In fact, this should bedone by return mail, as the railroad people
require two or three weeks' notice to . Please therefore actpromptly.

When purchase your ticket, only asingle ticket to New York, not a retum
ticket, inform the Station Agent that you are ?omgas delegate to the Theosophical
Corventtion.  He will charge you the regular rate for the ticket, will at the sae time
hand you a certificate entitling you to a retum ticket at one-third the regular price.
Wnen you arrive at New York present your certificate at 144 Madison Avenue to the

ion Committee who will then further advise you.  Address all commrunicatiorns-
relatlve hereto to the Convention Transportation Committee, 144 Madison Avenue, New
York City, at whose hands it will receive proper attertion.
A. H. Spencer.
(For the Committee.)

TO ALL BRANCH PRESIDENTS.

If there are any delegates from your Branch who would be unable to attend the
coming Corventtion because of lack of means, but who could do so provided that they be
relieved of the expense of board and lodging during their stay in New York while in at-
tendance at the Convention, the League of Theosophical Workers No. 1 will endeavor to-
provide acconmodation for such.

Please communicate with the undersigred at once if desirous oftalqg advantage of
this offer, stating for whom accommodation is wished, so thet necessary calculations and
arrangenents may be mede.

The Superintendent, League of Theosophical Workers No. 1,
144 Medison Avenue, New York City.

S. R. L. M. A.

Regarding the Memorial Stones Prepared by the Branches for Use in;
the Permanent Building at Point Loma.

As it will be sore tirre yet beforeﬁmewnbeﬁlledfont |ssuggested that as each
is made ready, it be set up in the Meeting Hall of the Branch a tenporary pedestal
in sore inexpensive manner and there allowed to remain urtil oalled for. This idea hes-
already been adopted by several Branches and seers likely to maetvnlh general favor.

Spencer,

Committee.
PURPLE PENCE REPORT.

Members are hereby advised that the Purple Pence Collections are to-
be continued as a regular activity.

The extraordinary dermands upon the generasity of Theosophists and their friends en-
gendered by the tour of the Crusaders across the Continent has told seriously lpon the
March receipts fromthe P. P. Boxes. Yet the tore of the letters received from all parts-
of the country assuring the committee of continuous participation in the spirit and work
of the Theasophic moverrent, of which the P. P. project stands as an inportant expression,
leaves no doupt that the members enmphatically approve the conmittee’s proposal to make
the P. P. contributiors a regular feature of our organization. It should be remembered
that the income of the T. S. A. corsisting as it does of the yearly dues of one dollar
from each Branch-member and two dollars from each merrber-at-large are never enough
to meet its normal expenses, and it has heretofore been necessary tosenda.ltspeualap
peals to meet deficiencies.  No such appeal, however, hasm forth during the past
year, the serious and pressing necessities of the Crusade trip ng been glven right of
way over all other considerations.

Now, however, we must face the fact that our moverrent is opening out over the
world to an extent never known before; public atterttion is being attracted to it and the
rmoment is a critical one.  To fail or n now would be ing less than shaneful.
Hence, let us respond with even greater inpulse and stronger determiration with our
rronei/ our devotion and our daily effort.  Qurs is a heavy duty, but it is aglonousihln?
to feel that each can be a factor in the building of the new Republic wherein men shal
éa(():tmﬁ’ebroﬁ‘erruxjﬂeymprdess A. H. Spencer,

mittee.
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PROGRESS OF THE CRUSADE.

SAN FRANCISCO.

There was a ring of the clans at San Francisco, Feb. nth from all over the
Coast to weloomek ‘meosophyowaders Wrrgd aIT}rlleved ﬁeé day onblihe aAnlastralian stearrer, Alamsg?d

For onewee captu city. Great public and private meetings were
and the city press gave colunms and colums to reports and comunications and pictures
of Mrs. Tingley, Mr. Hargrove andothers. The nonster Crusade nmeeting was held in
Odd Fellows’ Hall, Sunday evening. February 14. The hall was not only jammed, but
over one thousand people could not find even standing room It was a great affair—the
greatest on Theosophical lines that San Francisco ever experienced. Mrs. Tingley and
all the Crusaders, spoke at the meeting and were enthusiastically received by the vast
audience, and their remarks with frequent applause. A Brotherhood Supper was served
afterward and sore 400 or 500 sat down at the table. A reception was given to the
Crusaders by the Branch and visiting menbers in Academy of Science Hall, Friday even-
ing, February 12th, which was also a glorious affair.

Sunday moming, February 14th, Mrs. Tingley, E. T. Hargrove, F. M. Pierce and
Henry T. Patterson, were escorted to San Quentin, where is located one of California’s
State prisons, and all addressed the convicts in the prison chapel.  Nearly one thousand
were present and greeted the party nost cordially.  Tears streamed down the faces of
meny as Mrs. Tingley spoke to them, and there was that hush and quiet over the entire
audience which spoke louder than any applause could have done, that their hearts were
tmcmdandmpelr?ered Where had long since seermed dead.  Amongst other
things, she said that ﬁ‘eSchooI in view the anelioration and im
provenentof all hurman conditions, and that thase who were naNpassaI:g under the shad-
ows of suffering, wherever situated, would soon feel the sustaining uplifting power
of Theosophy. Inclosmgshesald that in the not far future she hoped to see and talk
;/_\#'em them again, and that much vmuldbech’metotelpthemback into the surshine of
ife.

SAN DIEGO.

The Crusaders arrived in San Diego, February 17th.  Mrs. Tingley with five or six
others took a carriage immediately and drove out to Point Loma. The details for the
cerermony, and the great pressure of work, kept Mrs. Tingley and all the Crusaders busy
from early noming urtil late at night.  Indeed, the last few days before the ceremony
m.chljngley was SOI‘IIIEI vf\:lttllrflna cold, and over- fatlgwotg%teshe had toremain in bed Z%Jt

i evert her carrylng out every part program as arranged. e
usual cr of visitors called and amongst I;},’nem of the leading citizers of San
Diego. Several newspaper men who cae to see Mrs. Tlngley for the purpose of writing
up the New School, etc., becarme very much interested in the philasophy, and when we
Ierf]t SSQ DleREMd avowed their mmrfectlm of studying Theasophy andjoml?gdgalﬂ"e Socflgrty
The day of the cerermony wes a pel ore in every respect. A nore i site for a
School could not have been selected.

The cerenmonies were nmost inpressive, and it was evident that the audience felt this,
for there was a profound stillness from the beginning to the end of the cerenony.

The usual branch meeting, reception and public meetings were held at San Diego with
the same success, crowds attending them  Sone of the Crusaders left for Los Angeles
the day after the cerermory.  IMirs. Tingley rermained behind urttil the following day. On
her arrival at Los Angeles there was no tirre for dinner, she being obliged to dress and
go to the large public neeting.  After the neeting there wes quite a reception held upon
the platform and thenaBranch and E. S. meeting at the Headquarters at 11 p. M. Mrs.
Tingley arrlvmg at the hotel long after midnight, to take her first meal since momi
But nothing daunts her or will prevent her from carrying out the program as an
The next Mrs. Tingley received visitors and evening saw the Crusaders leaving for
Sacramento. They arrlved late in the afternoon, helda Brotherhood Supper at 8. m. at
which all spoke. There being a nurmber of children present, the idea was suggested of
starting a Lotus Circle armongst the poor.  Ar ments were mede then and there for
such and the first nEetlr?EV\/as announced for the folloning Sunday moming. At 10 p. m.
the Branch nesti Id and some important business transacted.  Two branches
were_brought & and united into one strong Centre. At 11 _p. m. another E. S

meeting, the Crusaders arriving horme long after midnight again.  They were up at half-
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past five the next morming in order tovisit Folsom Prison, which meant a ride of 24 miles.
This was a remarkable day, for over 700 prisoners listered to the speeches of Mrs. Ting-
ley and the others, and were very much interested.  Another large public meeting was
held in the evening.

SALT LAKE CITY.

Salt Lake City was the next stopping place, and if possible the interest seemed in-
creasing.  They told us there that Theosophy would take a great hold amongst the peo-
ple, for many Mormons were becoming dissatisfied with Mormonism and were tuming to

. If Theosophy does once obtain a hold there, it will change the whole char-
acter of the place. A large public meeting was held the first night, and the people were
v/ ry enthusiastic.  Second night the Lotus Circlemet at 7 p.m., Branchmeeting at 8 p.m.,
£. S. meeting at 10 p.m ., all being largely attended.

DENVER.

At Denver the enthusiasmwas remarkable.  The Branch as a body came down to the
tra(ijni rretflifa?l Crusaders aﬂ]frugﬂgtu“ﬂt'l ﬁem%ﬁ big success. haAas everylheatreﬁé
and large were engaged for Sunday night, Theosophists to engage
Mesonic Hall, which only seated about a thousand people.  Dr. Myron Reed, a minister,
holding services inthe Broadway Theatre, hearing of their dileng, offered his theatre for
Sunday moming, for the Crusade meeting.  This gentlerman had been formerly a Congrega-
tional minister, who had been deposed on account of his too liberal views. He intro-
duced Mrs. Tlngley to the audience, which si s;g)ly packed the large theatre, and reneined
on the stage all through the meeting, delighted with all that wes said ~ Mr. Hargrove
gave a fire talk on “ Reincarnation.” A Branch meeting was held at 2 p.m., Lotus
Circle at 3 p.m., and an enomrous public Meeting in the evening, the crond belng so
dense that two Iarge overflow nmeetings were held, the Crusaders beln?1 obliged to divide
up their forces and take charge of the different meetings.  The crowd hung on long after
the tine for closing had cone, asking ions, etc.  Another large E. S. T. meeting
the next day, and then the Crusaders eftforKansasC|ty.

LAYING OF THE CORNER-STONE S.R.L.M.A.

The comer-stone of the School for the Revival of the Lost Mysteries of Antiquity was
laid on Tuesday, February 23,1897, by Mrs. Katherine A. Tingley, Founder-Directress

of the School. Many were fromall parts of the coast and a large nurmber
of people from San Diego and neig . A platformwes built for speakersand invi-
uests.

ted .

8residerf1tl Harg([%e first madeda brief address and then Mrs. Tingley performadancI tr}e
cerermony of laying the stoneaccording to ancient rites, pouring upon it com, wine ail.

Then from a brass salver bearing brass uns, were cast the various elements, Mrs.
Tingley saying as she threw them upon the store: “ Earth—enblem of man's body ; Air
—emblemn of man's breath; Water—emblem of man'sinner-self; Fire—emblemof man's
spiritual power.”  Flowers and other articles were cast upon the stone, and President
Hargrove, lighting a fire upon it said: “ May these fires be lighted and may they bum for-
evernmore.”

The Rev. W. Williams next read the beatitudes from the New Testamentand E. T.
Hargrove read fromthe Bhagavad Gita. Quotations were then recited by members in
tum fromthe various sacred writings of theworld and passages on “ Harmony” were
read by Miss Anne Bryce and Mrs. C. F. ? . )

Mrs. Tingley then gave her address as follows: “ You have witnessed the laying of
the comer-stone of the School for the Revival of Lost Mysteries.  You have heard described
the objects of the school. It remains for e to tum the thoughts of those present toward
the futureof the humen race.

“ E%W can reallzfe meerrVSISt S|gn|}‘|came of Whatgfas belg"n d%r;e here to-day. In am%
ties the founding of a tenple was lponas world-wide inportance.  Kings
princes fromfarrgstant countries attended the cerenonies of the foundation.  Sages pre-
gathered fromall parts of the world to lend their presence at such a time; for the buﬂdlr‘g
of a tenple was rlghtly regarded as a berefit upon all hurrenity.

“ The future of this school will be closely associated with the future of the great
American republic. While the school will be intermational in character, it will be Ameri-
can in centre.  This school will be a tenple of living light, lighting the dark places of
the earth. And | appeal to all present to remember this day as one of great promise ; for
this new age nmust bring a blessing to all.
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“ Through this school and its branches the children of therace will betauqhtmelawsof
physical life, and the laws of physical, noral and mental health.  They will leam to live
in with nature. They will becorme conmpassionate lovers of all breathes. They
will grow strong in an understanding of thenselves, and as they gain strength they wiil
leamn to use it for the good of the whole world.  Rejoice with ne, then, and may you all
share in the blessings of this hour, and in the brightness of this future which contains so
rmuch of joy for man.”

E. B. Rambo next spoke on “ The Theosophical Society ” andwas folloned by E. T.
Hargrove on * The Objects ofthe School.”  Mr. Hargrove spoke as folllws :

“ There have been various reports already circulated concerning the ains and objects
of this school. We have been informed that its chief object would be to develop the
gﬁhlc faculties and abnormel freaks in general.  Most extraordinary staterrents have

made conceming the projection of the astral body through walls, and all sorts of in-
credible tales have been told.  Now it is needless to say that all these speculations are
wrong.  Nor is the school to be conducted to meke noney. The tuition will be free,
and 1t will be supported entirely by voluntary contributions.  No trustee and no officer
will receive any salary whatever, least of all its founder.

“ What, then, is its object? For what are we assenbled here to-day? The real ob-
ject of it all is to bring about a true and hanmonious developrrent of the characters of its
pupils—to educate, in the highest sense—to draw from them the best there is in their nat-
ures.  We shall cultivate the powers of the mind, which are many and, for the most part,
unknown. It has not occurred to nost teachers thet there are laws of the mental and
noral rature of man which will bring about a great improverent of the entire human
race. In this school will be taught and demonstrated the real inner nature of men. Thiis
was dore in the * mysteries’ of ancient Egypt and Greece, and used to be done here be-
fore the white race ever appeared on this continernt.  Ore of the ol:yects of the school will
be to do away with the nysten&s by meking plain that which was * mystery.’

“ The foundlng of this tenpiet&kfes-place under cyclic law.  All evolution and all
development of the human race, as well as everything else in nature, proceed under the
law of cycles.  If you will examine into the past history ofrranlqndyouvwll find the

ioneble evidence of this. All natiors ha\ée;hgra/m reached the apex of their
pover and glory, and then gradually disintegrated sappeared.  But as surely anr
cient glories reappear when the timre is ripe.  For hundreds of years nothing has been
known ofthe * Mysteries’ in the west. Nowiheyare to be reestablished.

“ All will rermember the saying of Jesus, Greatermlrgsﬂnn these shall ye do also,
ifye have faith”  But we must have faith in the divine " Light that lighteth every man
that conreth into the world,” as the achtleJohn says.  To this school will comre people
from all over the earth.  Already letters have been received from people in all partsof
the world, applying for admission. = It must, in the nature of things, bring prosperi
the town.  Those who core will brlr%aveﬁ‘at is best from their own country, and wil
tum take back with them the best to give. StLdmtsmllbetaughtmerrysterm
of lifeand also sorre of the mysteries of demh There will be degree after degree, and
each will be taught according to his understanding

“ This and work for humenity will brlng to ws the Golden Age, the seed of
which isin hidden in the hearts of all humenity.  This will bring man into posses-
sion of his everlasting birthright, which has but to be evoked to illuminate his soul.

“ That to which this all leads, is simply the universal brotherhood of all hurmanity.
Thilzét is that when mede real and practical, instead of nmere sentiment, will bring in the
Golden Age.”

Other addresses were mede by E. B. Rambo on “ The Theosophical Society *” ; Mrs.
Alice L. Cleather on “ H. P. Blavatsky” ; H. T. Patterson on “ William Q. Judge” ;
Mrs. Cleather on “ Mrs. Katherine A. Tingley” ; Rev. W. Williams on “ Divine
Teachers” ; James M. Pryse on “ The Esoteric Side of Christianity” ; Dr. Lorin F.
Wood on “ The Crusade and its Effects” ; Col. E. T. Blackmer on “ The Local Influ-
ence of the School.”
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