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The ‘!‘ﬁlt’ﬂ] of the @hriat

Night broods over the old, gray city of King David. The winds have gone
to rest in the fragrant underbrush at the hill-side; the shepherds of the plains of
Rephaim lean drowsily against their tall staffs, as their fathers did when the little
son of Jesse was one of them. And the sheep lay asleep around their keepers
as their forbears had done so many times when the ruddy boy of beautiful
countenance, the future King of Judea and of Israel, watched them. And the
solemn stars twinkle in the sky, now as then. -

Beneath the big olive tree, according to tradition .planted by Jehoshua, the
son of Nun, the conqueror of Canaan, sits a man motionless, meditating. There
he has been sitting since the sun went down. A few cattle lay around him, chew-
ing the cud and dreaming dreams.

The midnight hour comes and brings with it a stillness, as if -suddenly every
living being had in great expectation ceased to breathe. Slowly a golden light
appears around the head of the man under the olive tree. It grows bigger and
mote beautiful for every moment; currents of radiant lilac and clearest sapphire
blue and brightest rosy red appear in the golden aureole like sparkling jewels of
liquid fire, and soft strains of music begin to fill the air.

And the shepherds abndmg in the field, keeping watch over their flocks,
shake off their drowsiness; for they hear the harmonies, and the glory of the
Lord shines around them. And lo, the Messenger of Jehovah comes upon them;
and they are sore afraid. And the Messenger speaks and says unto them: “Fear
not, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all peo-
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ple. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ
the Lord. And this shall be a sign to you: Ye shall find the new-born wrapped
in the hair-cloth of Ebionim, resting among the cattle of the field.” And sud-
denly there is with the Messenger a multitude of the heavenly host praising God
and saying: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will to men.”

And the shepherds go toward Bethlehem; and they come to the hoary olive
tree, and they see the man sitting there, wrapped in the hair-cloth of Ebionim,
resting among the cattle of the field. And they see the light that shines around
him, and they say: ‘Verily, if this be the new-born Savior.and Christ the Lord,
how big to our untrained eyes the babe appears tobe.” And they worshipin the
simplicity of their hearts and go back to watch their flocks.

The day before there had come wise men from the East to Jerusalem, saying:
“Where is he that is born King of the Jews? For we have seen his star in the
East and are come to worship him.” And the scribes and the priests answered:
“In Bethlehem in the land of Juda you have to seek him according to the Scrip-
tures. For thus it is written by the prophet Micah: ‘And thou Bethlehem in
the land of Juda are not the least among the princes of Juda; for out of thee
shall come a governor that shall rule my people Israell’”

When they heard this, their hearts were thankful, and they turned toward
Bethlehem. And lo, the star which they had seen in the East reappeared and
went before them, till it came and stood where the man wrapped in the hair-cloth
of Ebionim sat under the old olive tree. When they see the star they rejoice’
with exceeding great joy. And when they see the man in the garb of the poor
sitting in deep meditation, they say: “This is the one whose star we saw in the
East. This is the fifteenth day of the month of Tybi of the Egyptians and
also the fifteenth day of the month of Dharbhitu of the Chaldeans, the month of
Papsuccal, the Messenger of the Gods. And lo, this man was born a Master in
the midnight hour of the Virgin; therefore he is the son of the Virgin and the
Messenger of Heaven.”- And they fall down and worship. '"And when they open
their treasures they present unto him gifts: gold and frankincense, and myrrh.
And then they depart into their country another way.

And the new Master, Jehoshua, the son of Pandira, the disciple of Jehoshua,
the son of Perachia, comes out of his contemplation when the morning sun
greets bim from the East. And he sees the gifts presented to him by the wise
men, and he receives them for the sake of the poor and he says: “What you
have done to the least of my brethren, that you have done to me.” o

Thus came the spirit of the Christ into the blessed Master from Galilee.
And at Christmas tide it behooves us to remember, that the Galilean Master is a

Brother and a Helper-as before—now and forever.
JacoB BONGGREN.

Do you not know great and rare men who cannot have become what they
. are at once, in a single human instance? Who must have often existed before
in order to have attained that purity of feeling, that instinctive impulse for all
that is true, beautiful and good; in short, that elevation and natural supremacy
over all around them? HERDER
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Steadfastness.

In the days when the Apostle to the
‘Gentiles bade the Corinthians, to whom
he was writing, to be “steadfast, im-
movable, always abounding in the work
of the Lord,” human nature was evi-
dently much the same asitis to-day;
and St. Paul, wise man and knower of
men that he was, as well as saint,.rec-
ognized the danger which is apt to fol-
low exaltation and heights of even de-
votional emotion—that of reaction. If
we read the chapter—the fifteenth of
the epistle to the Corinthians—in which
this verse is found, we notice that the
latter follows a shout of victory. Hence
its peculiar significance. The law of
action and reaction is always and every-
where operative, a fact which however
we may recognize intellectually, we
sometimes forget in its application to
every day life.

This is alaw which, like all laws,
affects organizations as well as individ-
uals, hence the care that needs be ex-
ercised after a.pericd of spiritual uplift
—of what may be termed “spiritual
victory”’—that our energies do not flag,
that our zeal does not tire, and that we
do not fall to a point correspondingly
below the normal as previously we were
spiritually elevated above it. Devotion
is not measured by emotional ecstasy
of the moment, or even by intellectual
fervor given to a cause, but rather by
that steadfastness which is immovable,
turned aside neither by «criticism, ridi-
cule nor opposition, nor by discourage-
ment at apparent failure of effort.

~ What above all things is needed to
make a spiritual movement a success,
a factor in the molding of civilization—
not an ephemeral thing of a day—is
this fixity of purpose, this moral per-

sistence. This means a high ideal, a
lofty standard, to which, without flinch-
ing, each must hold himself, but it is
the only means of effective service, this
rising above being swayed by the
“pairs of opposites.”

The necessity for steadfastness, for
constancy, for fidelity, is pointed out by
occultists of every age and every land;
by none more emphatically than by the
leaders and teachers of the Theosophi-
cal Society, and only as the members
hold this ideal steadily before them and
mold their lives into conformity with
it, will the Society remain the great
channel for spiritual out-pouring for
which it was designed by those who
stand behind it. The Theosophical
Society is no place for the “infirm of
purpose,” for weaklings, for the easily
discouraged, for those who measure
success by the result of the day, or for
those whose love and intereset flag
where there is no immediate incentive
to urge to action.

The injunction to steadfastness is
perhaps nowhere more needed than in
America, where we, with our highly
strung nervous organization, sensitive
to every impact from without—from
the world invisible as well as visible—
are too prone, figuratively speaking, to
go hither and yon, seeking some new

sensation, some new mental stimulus.
Let us “prove all things,” if we will,
but “‘hold fast to that which is good,”

The future of our Society depends
upon ourselves, upon our vigor, our
steadfastness, our fidelity to our work,
not on “Karma,” in the sense in which
unfortunately that is now too often used.
Karma is no fatalism. It is we—we,
who are co-operators with the Will which
moves universes—who make or mar our
own Karma and that of the Society
with which we are connected.

Janer B. McGOVERN.
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What s Theosophy?

(Written for the Inter-Ocean by A nnie .Besam‘.)

This word, which is so much on the
lips of people in Americaand in Eng-
land, covers a wide field of thought
so wide a one that to many it carries
with it a sense of indefiniteness. Yet
both historically and philosophically
. it has a very clearly defined mean-
ing and has always covered the same
fundamental ideas. It is the very op-
posite of agnosticism, and affirms where
agnosticism denies. " Where the scien.
tific thinkers of the latter half of the
nineteenth century declared man’s im.
potency before the deepest problems
of the universe, inasmuch as he could
not observe them by his senses nor
master them by his reason, Theosophy
asserts its competency to solve them
declaring that beyond the senses and
the reason is the spirit, and that the
spirit is one in essence with the cosmic
life and can know that life by virtue of
a'common nature. Hence Theosophy
is positive where agnosticism is nega-
tive, and reaffirms in the modern world
the gnosis which lent its splendor to
Greek philosophy and gave to it its im-
perishable immortality,  Theosophy
and its gnosis are identical and both
assert that man’s nature is spiritual as
well as intellectual and sensuous and
that the spirit, being divine, can pierce
to every secret of a universe which is
but an expression of divine thought, so
surely can the spirit plumb the deepest
mysteries of being, for to the eye of the
spirit “Naturé has no veil in all her
kingdoms!” That man can know God
because he is God incarnate, that he
can know every realm of nature be-

cause he is one with that nature’s Em-
anator, that is the gnosis, that is Theos-
ophy in its essence.

Man’s nature is composite; he is a
spiritual intelligence, evolving for his
own wearing and use garments of mat-
ter. These garments are composed of
different deansities of matter and he
draws from each of the great material
kingdoms of the universe some of its
characteristic material and weaves it
into his own material wrapping. Each
layer of matter puts him into touch

“with the cosmic kingdom to which it

belongs, and as he organizes each layer
into an instrument of consciousness he
becomes aware of the phenomena of
that kingdom and comes into touch
with them. The first layer to be thor-
oughly organized is the densest—that
of physical matter—and the senses and
the brain form his apparatus for know-
ing the physical world; by these he
studies his environment and learns to
understand it, and, in proportion as he
understands, he masters it. The great«
est part of mankind today are still busy
in mastering physical nature.

But man, as he advances, becomes
conscious of other needs than the crav-
ings of the physical body; he seeks to
love and to be loved, he craves the
society of his fellows, he needs beauty
and creates art; the next, another layer
of matter is being organized to bring
him into touch with subtler objects of
desire, with keener forms of pleasure -
and of pain; in the artist this part of
the material garment is becoming more
definitely organized and he becomes
dimly aware of forms fairer than his
physical eyes can see, of sounds
sweeter than his physical ears can hear.
Watts paints forms which none have
seen; Wagner produces cadences which
none have heard. “The artist’s fancy,”
you say. Aye, but that fancy is the
spiritual intelligence working in matter
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finer than the physical. Question Mor-
timer Menpes as to the colors which
he sees, with their strange, luminous,
transincence, and you will find that he
is seeing colors beyond the physical
range and is vainly striving to convey
on canvas with his pigments the glories
that he sees but cannot reproduce. Qur
highest artists in color and sound are
those who are reducing into a respon-

sive apparatus the second layer of mat--

ter which makes the garment of the
spiritual intelligence—the real man.

The intellectual genius is the type
which represents the organization of
the next finer layer of matter in the
clothing of man. Through that subtler
medium the intelligence shines out
more brilliantly, and, with the better
organizing of that medium, the radi-
ance of the genius becomes more
splendid.

Theosophy has for each of these lay-
ers of matter its own proper name, and
the organizing processes are carefully
defined in its teachings, but here the
broad results are given, the types of
evolving humanity gradually shaping
what we may call the action body. the
psvchic body, the spiritual body, for
the use of the spirit, who is man.

This long process of evolution by
which its cosmic consciousness becomes
individualized, and then expands with-
out loss of its individuality, of course
necessitates immense periods of time.
No human life can contain that process
between one birth and death, and rein-
carnation is the method of evolution.
Continuity of matter for the evolving
‘of bodies, continuity of consciousness
for the unfolding of spirit. The one is
the complement of the other. Both
are necessary for the perfecting of man.
The results of each life are handed on

to its successor, and the experience
during the earth-life is transmuted into
faculty during the heaven-life. When
the experiences. are thoroughly trans-
muted into faculties, the man returns
to earth with his increased powers and
passes through more experiences, to be
similarly transmuted after death—his
return into the heavenly world. Thus
he grows toward perfection and the end
is sure.

Theosophy must not be confined to
the Theosophical society nor regarded
as its exclusive possession. The vari-
ous new thought bodies, the associa-
tions of mental scientists, and other al-
lied forms of thought are all manitesta-
tions of the mighty spiritual impulse
which is sweeping over the world, and
it is clothing itself in many varied
forms. Theosophy is divine wisdom
and belongs to all who assimilate it,
and every true Theosophist rejoices
that the theosophical movement is far
greater than the Theosophical society.

From “Leaven of Grass”

I know I am deathless.

I know that this orbit of mine can-
not be swept by a carpenter’s compass,

And whether I come to my own to-
day or.in ten thousand or ten million
years,

I can cheerfully take it now or with
equal cheerfulness I can wait.
~ As to you, Life, I reckon you are the
leavings of many deaths.

No doubt I have died myself ten
thousand times before.

Believing I shall come again upon
the earth after five thousand years.

Births have brought us richness and
variety, and other births have brought .
us richness and variety.

Wart WHITMAN.
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Eatublishing a Committee Tor
Local Propaganda™

WELLER VanHoox.

The Theosophical Society serves, we
may easily imagine, many purposes.
Some learn ta govern, all must learn to
obey; all shouid learn to learn and
most should become able to teach; all
should gain ability to receive with
gratitude and to give with joy, as if but
passing on to others that which had
been given to them--and all this that
having learned to do these things in
one degree we may continue doing

them through many lives, in greater

measure, for nobler ends.

But perhaps a greater object of our
Society than the development of indi-
viduals is to give to the world the di-
vine wisdom in such ways as it is will-
. ing and able to receive it.

So the Theosophical Society was not
formed for the gratification of individ-
val desires but to train up a body of
unselfish workers in the cause of hu-
manity.

If our organization at large has for
its object so great a work why was it
that all Theosophical souls were not
incarnated in this era in a body-orin a
number of bodies, compact and easily
brought into contact? It must be that
it was for a leavening purpose, in order
to disseminate our influence in one way
or another among men. '

Mrs. Besant beautifully expresses the

action of individual branches in this
work as follows:

*At the request of the writer an invitation was sent by
Mr. Ransom H. Randall, President of Chicago Branch, to
all members of the Society in Chicago or its vicin-
ity, to meet on Wednesday, October 23, 1907, for the pur-
pose of organizing for more active local propaganda.
This article is the address of the writer at that meeting.

Each Lodge is a miniature Theosophical So-
ciety, of the same nature and essence as the
world-wide Society. It-also is a nucleus in its
own town, its own area of influence; as is the
whole Society to the world, All the splendor
of being a centre from which the spiritual en-
ergies stream forth belongs to each Lodge,
however obscure, however small, however hum-
ble. All the dignity of this high office, all the
majesty of this royal priesthood, clothes each
Lodge in garments shining like the sun. We
do ill to belittle our functions, to doubt our
lofty calling, The good Karma of the past—
some loving service and self-sacrificing effort
some pure thoughts and tender deeds—have
brought us into this living nucleus, and the
power of the White Brotherhood pours through
us, as a body, to the helping and uplifting of
the world. Wherever a Lodge meets a star is
shining mid the darkness of the world, and its
magnetic influences stream through the atmos-
phere, carrying blessing wherever they go.

This belongs to us, be it remembered, as @
body; hence our value; we are an organic
whole. When a Lodge meets together, it pre-
sents an organized centre, ready to be filled
with outstreaming life.

Each branch being thus an epitome
of the whole, having its president, its
secretary, its .treasurer, its body at
large, its teachers and its pupils, all
members have an opportunity to do
those things which they need to do for
their own development.

But as the society as a whole has its
karma so have the branches. As they
have their embryonic period of exist-
ence, their moment of birth, their cres-
cent months or years, their age of ma-
ture activity, their decadence and their
death, we may be sure that they will
have their re-incarnation in some form
in future ages, when they will awaken
to the possession, we hope, of more glo-
rious bodies, wider activities and greater
glories of spiritual achievement. So
it is well that each branch see that
its spiritual gifts to the people of its
environment be unstinted.
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We rejoice in the existence of healthy
branches, we take involuntary delight
in their doings and measure with keen
appreciation the strength of their
efforts. Yet we cannot look coldly on
the doings of even the humblest of our
lodges. We are in no position to judge
them or to estimate the value of their
efforts to our cause. Similarly we can-
not say that an organization that is
ever so short-lived has not served a
useful purpose.

It is reasonable to suppose that those
who have led our society to its present
honorable place in the world’s activi-
ties have studied the Divine Wisdom in
other lives—in Atlantis perhaps, in
ancient Peru and India and Egypt, in

. Asia Minor, in Greece, at Crotona, in
Palestine, in Alexandria and perhaps
have helped hold high the torch in me-
diaeval as well as in modern times.
These we may feel sure will do much for
our cause and be less likely than those
of us whose training has been less pro_
longed and painful, to fall by the way-
side before the end of the incarnation,
Some have had but little of this thought
before, some none at all. These may
not be expected to cling so long to the
work or to be so strenuously and selfless-
ly active in it. Each of us must have had
the beginning of his work at some time,
And why should there not be many
who are taking up the work in this life
for the first time? Perhaps it is these
young souls that prepare the nest, make
all things ready and leave the fledge-
lings to starve. Yet who can say that
good has not been done even if their
branch has had but a short life? It
may be that the organization will have
its more glorious future in some distant
century and that then its qualities will
delight us far more than those of some

branch that now makes a much greater
showing.

This is no plea for the establishment
of weak and ill-considered organiza-
tions.. It is merely the statenmient that
it is far better to make an honest effort
than not to try. :

~ “I hold this true what e’er befall,

"Tis better to have loved and lost
Than never to have loved at all !”

Perhaps the existence of a branch in
a community for but a few months will
be of incalculable service to some who
pass out of life before the branch dies,
to those whose whole life-thought is to
be modified by what they learn or to
those living in the vicinity of a center
of theosophic thought. Or there may
be those who will have gained enough
knowledge to receive our helpers with
joy after death or who, in another life,
will do great things for our philosophy.

The work and the achievements of
Cook County Theosophists are well
known to you and are worthy of the
highest commendation. Formany years

‘members of our branches have con-

ducted open meetings at branch head-
quarters; . visited outlying neighbor-
hoods and cities; conducted small meet-
ings for the intimate instruction of
groups; supported trained lecturers,
specialists in the teaching of Theoso-
phy; distributed Theosophical litera-
ture; aided in the support of Theo-
sophical periodicals; published books
and pamphlets; aided in bringing Theo-
sophical teachers from remote quarters
of the world; contributed to the cost
of entertaining our annual gatherings;
contributed to the national funds for
propaganda and aided propaganda in
other ways.. '

These activities need no present
praise. Their reward is certain and it
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will accrue not only to the individuals
- concerned but to the branches of which
they are members.

The opportunity for propaganda work
in the vicinity of Chicago by the organ-
ized effort of our Cook County Branches
is the subjcct which I wish to ask you
to discuss this evening. What a mar-
velous field for work we have! Within
a few miles of our doors are dozens of
towns in which are scores of thought-
ful people, many of whom are discon-
tented with the religions or philoso-
phies which they now have. We have
millions of people quite at hand. What
are we doing to get them interested in
our organization? A splendid work
has been done to'get them started in
the path of liberal thought, to get them
accustomed to what thirty years ago
would have been considered wild
heresy—the doctrines of karma and
re-incarnation. What more can we do
to interest the people in our organiza-
tion, to get them actually to join with
us and help to bear the brunt of our
glorious pioneer work?

The following - plan is suggested.
Please consider it, modify it if you like,
or substitute another or better one for
it if you wish. But I beg you to take
up this activity in hearty earnest.

It is proposed that all membets of
the American Section living near Chi-
cago interested in the establishment of
branches within short distances of Chi-
cago be invited to register as members
of a Chicago Local Propaganda Com-
mittee. Each member by registering
signifies his willingness to give time,
money, effort or special talents to the
work.

Let a first meeting of this committee
take place after the adjournment of
this meeting. Take preliminary action

and adjourn for a time, appointing a
day for convening again. I suggest
that you have only two officers, a sec-
retaryjand treasurer, so that the com-
mittee will not be hampered by a bulky
organization. An executive committee
canbe formed by adding to these two
officers a third member. '

With this slight organization, if you
choose these officers carefully, you will
be able to accomplish much; but choose
these officers with great care.

Let the officers get the names and
addresses of people who are members
at-large and those who, though mem-
bers of branches, would like to study
theosophy without the inconvenience of
traveling to Chicago to do so. Then
wherever a group can be formed for
study begin holding quiet study-class
meetings at regular intervals. Start
with no more centers than you can
manage. Let sub-committees be re-
sponsible for individual centers. If
Mr. A. and Mr. B. are personally ac-
quainted with two people at, let us say,
Aurora, make these two members re-
sponsible for a study-class arranged
with these péople. Let no appoint-
ment be broken. With the organiza-
tion suggested in whichare many teach-
ers it will be possible for X or Y to take
the place of A or B if for any reason
the latter must miss an appointment
unavoidably. : ‘

Let these study-classes be kept up
until some devoted person or persons
can be found who, living in the vicinity
concerned, can assume the responsibil-
ity of, maintaining the class, perhaps
with more or less help from the original
organizers from time to time.

Out of a number of such study-
classes a few branches will be formed.
Many of our best theosophic centers
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" are maintained as branches by the en-
ergy and determination of one person!
These people are individuals of such
force that they will not accept defeat.
They search for souls that will enter-
tain theosophic philosophy until they
find them and they infuse their life con-
stantly into the little lodge they have
brought into existence. Search care-
fully for these devoted souls among
those you meet in your study-classes
and teach them how they may do this
great work. You will find some who
will forego the excitement, activity and
interest of membership in the large
branches in order to give their member-
ship and support to new and smaller
lodges. Let us encourage these people
to build up local centers of activity.
They will thus foster the growth of the-
osophic thought in localities where it is
now but a name and they will, by being
faithful in a few things, become worthy
of ruling over many things.

The secretary-treasurer can
small sums from time to time
for railway tickets which can
be had at commutation rates.

The Propaganda Fund will supply
leaflets and pamphlets for distribution.

There is in process of organization a
library scheme which will aid in this
work by supplying books for reference
and books for temporary study. It will
be well for you,however, to have a num-
ber of sets of the commonly used text-
books which can be drawn by members
of the committee who take the respon-
sibility of their return. These books
should be in the hands of the secretary-
‘treasurer.

Let every one who enters this work
consider what his talents are and offer
them selflessly for the work. Perhaps
he can teach, possibly he has executive

collect

to pay
usually

power, it may be that he knows well
some foreign language and can enter
our foreign city neighborhoods to es-
tablish centers of study among those
who would find it only dull toil to dig
out our wondrous truth from its burial
in a language half unknown to them.

These people can aid the General
Secretary in the work, already well
started, of pushing theosophy among
foreign-born Americans.

In conclusion I beg you to bear in
mind that this plan is suggested in no
spirit of criticism of the past work of
our Cook County branches and with no
thought that within a few weeks we
shall see lodges springing up all over
the neighboring states. But it is pro-
posed with the firm conviction that, if
undertaken reverently, the effort will
be blessed, and that in a few years we
will see our noble tree of Cook County
Theosophic activity grow wider limbs
and a more generous foliage, spreading
its grateful shade over a broad territory
now comparatively desolate.

Thedaophy in Christianity
In this age of opportunities and on
this great American continent we Theo-
sophical studentsowe alarge debt to the
Great Christian Religion here so pre-
dominant in power and prestige, else -

“why are we enjoying all the fruits of

its benign influence upon this Western
civilization?

It has occurred to the writer that.
there is a way to pay this debt and also
work for Theosophy by striving to un-

derstand the meaning and purposes of -

the Christian religion and fitting our-
selves to think intelligently and to con-
verse likewise on subjects common to
Christianity and Theosophy. ‘

It is commonly known among us that
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the founder of the Christian religion
was One sent from the Great White
Lodge, and, therefore, One of the Great
Teachers, the Christ.

" Though the Philosophy He gave has
suffered at the hands of ignorant men
and the error of centuries, still the truth
shines out and no man can conceive of
the Christian religion as other than a
great uplifting force for good.

It is overshadowed by that Personal-
ity divine so dear to us all, the Blessed
Master Jesus, Who to-day watches over
His Trust and ever seeks to lift up and
ennoblethose who worship God through
faith in the Holy Christ.

It would be well, indeed, for Theo-
sophists who are so inclined to attend
Christian churches, partake of their
privileges, take classes in their Sunday
schools and seek in every way to in-
crease their own knowledge and to im-
part it to others.

The writer fully appreciates the fact
that all fellow-students are notinclined
toward Christian work, and this mes.
sage is, therefore, not for such as these
particularly, but it is for those who have
come into the Society from the
Churches, and it may be for those who
though not Christians wish to find some
outward expression in work of their de.
votion for the Glorious Masters of Com-
passion.

Any good work is Theosophlcal work
and particularly is this so where a reli-
gious people is to be lifted from error
and lack of faith into a larger measure
of the Divine Wisdom, and a closer
communion with God.

If you, dear brother, can do even a
little in this direction the Master Jesus
will, I know, accept that little and bless
you forit.

As a means to an end the writer sug-

gests that branches take up the matter
seriously and look into the subject of
the relation of Theosophy to Chns- :
tianity.

Mrs. Besant’s book on Esoteric Chris-
tianity is a’ mine of good things for a
study class which is willing to work
earnestly and a further suggestion is
given below which shall be worked out
in- the Chicago Branch this coming
winter and spring.

Subject for the year, THE CHRIS-
TIAN RELIGION.

Its Necessity,
- Its Ideal,

Its Accomplishment. ‘
Subdivided for convenience of study
into periods. -

PRE NATAL.
ANTE NICENE.
DARK AGES.
RENAISSANCE.
MODERN.

The PRE NATAL Period will take
in the study of the governments and
religions of the known world and their
influence on the evolution of Human-
ity, from soo B. C. to the birth of-
Jesus, arranged in seven lessons.

Lesson 1, India. :

Lesson 2, Asia (exclusive of India

, and Palestine).

Lesson 3, Palestine.

Lesson 4, Egypt—Africa.

Lesson 5, Europe (exclusive of Italy

and Greece )

Lesson 6, Greece.

Lesson 7, Ttaly.

The other Periods will be subdivided
according to the study subjects in-

volved.
The main points ever to be keptin

mind in the above plan of study is “Its
Necessity” why did the Christ give us
a religion?
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“Its Ideal” what was the thought in
the Master’s mind, what was His Idea?

“Its Accomplishment” has the reli-
gion done a part or all of its work?
has it fulfilled its mission?

Look at all the points with a broad
.Theosophical mind and ask then ‘is
there aught I can do to help the Great
One fulfill His Mission?” “Here am I
Lord, send me.”

Davip S. M. UNGER.
(70 be Continued.)

An Omigsion from the Proceedings of
the American Section T. B.

Mr. F. F. Knothe, of New York, N. Y., has
called the attention of the General Secretary
to the omission of the names of those whom
he placed in nomination, and of his remarks
in nominating them, and has requested that his
words be placed before our readers. His wish
is hereby complied with and at the same time
the General Secretary, acknowledging himself
alone responsible for the omission, which was
chiefly due to a desire to reduce the bulk of
the Transactions, expresses his sincere regret
that his action did not meet the wishes of Mr,
Knothe.

On page 21, MESSENGER, October,
1907, first column, nine lines from the
bottom, occurs a sentence beginning,
“Remarks by Mr. Knothe, etc.”

At this point please insert the fol-
lowing:

Mr. F. F. Knothe: 1 made some
rough notes during the recess for fear
I might not express myself well, I
am not a very ready speaker.

Immediately after the election in
June of this year—I mean the Presiden-
tial election—certain of the officials of
the section let it become known that
they would not stand for re-election at
the coming convention. Several of
them took the ground that a majority
decision having been made against
them, the majority should elect officers

\

in accord with the policy and views of
this majority. Naturally considerahle
interest was evinced as to the probable
succession to the General Secretaryship
and other officers. Among the most
conspicuous of the names mentioned
was that of Dr. Van Hook of Chicago.
I know that with Mr. Fullerton and
myself the mention of his name was
treceived with much satisfaction, be-
cause he seemed to possess many of
the qualities that would tend to main-
tain the dignity of the office of Gen-
eral Secretary, and perhaps even in-
crease its usefulness. Speaking for
myself I was prepared to accept Dr.
Van Hook’s nomination and vote for
him as General Secretary. About two
weeks ago Mr. Fullerton showed to me
the letter Dr. Van Hook had sent to
him, and which is now eémbodied in the
circular entitled ‘“Correspondence Be-
tween Dr. Van Hook and Mr. Fuller-
ton,” a copy of which I have. I may
say that it had a most saddening effect
upon us, tor we realized that if Dr. Van
Hook published this correspondence,
and then came forward as a candidate
for General Secretary, we should have
to oppose him. (Applause). What
some of us sorely regret has come to
pass; and in addition to the original
letter of Dr. Van Hook to Mr. Fuller-
ton and Mr. Fullerton’s categorical re-
ply are added utterances which amaze
and still more sadden some of us who
esteemed Dr. Van Hook for what we
knew of his life and character. Illog-
ical, unwarranted, mischievous are mild
terms to apply to this most curious
pamphlet issued by Dr. Van Hook.
But when the author of the pamphlet
permits his name to be presented to
the convention for the highest office in
its gift, it is entirely seemly for the con-
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vention to have its attention called to
what is involved in electing a candidate
who stands on the platform very clearly
implied and expressed in this violently
worded circular. It is presumed that
each member realizes that Dr. Van
Hook again opens the door of the X
case, which was closed after all the
members had been given all available
information, and after the decision of
the last convention. Dr. Van Hook
practically challenges the retiring offi-
cers of the section in their conduct of
the X case. It was hoped that the
affair was closed, but evidently other
chapters are to follow. As one of the
retiring officers of this section I accept
the challenge made by the candidate
for general secretary, and nominate
myself as assistant General Secretary
and member of the Executive Com-
mittee, unique though my action may
be. I have consulted none—absolutely
none, I repeat—of my associate offi-
cers as to whether they would stand
with me. They know absolutely noth-
ing of this intention of mine, nor have

I consulted with any group or faction.
I stand alone in presenting this matter
to you, and I now invite you, my asso-
ciates of the Executive Committee, to
permit me to present your names as
nominees for the ensuing year, reluctant
as I know you to beto serving. I hope
you may feel it a duty and honor to
stand against that for which the Nomi-
nating Committee’s candidates presum-
ably stand in permitting their names to
be placed with that of Dr. Van Hook.
I therefore place in nomination for
General Secretary the name of Alex-
ander Fullerton; for members of the
Executive Committee, Mrs. L. J. Ho-
teling, of San Francisco, Robert A,
Burnett, of Chicago, D. D. Chidester,
of Philadelphia, Alexander Fullerton,
of New York, and Frank F. Knothe, of
New York.

Nuotes

Dr. Winfield S. Hall, Professor and Head of
the Department of Physiology, Northwestern
University Medical School, Chicago, in his de-
partment one of the most eminent American
investigators and teachers, has promised the
MESSENGER a series of articles on Zke Scien-
tific Basis of Vegetarianism.

Professor Hall has, for long periods, prac-
ticed vegetarianism in his own home. These
articles will probably appear in the early part
of 19o8.

Mr. C. ]mara]adasa is to lecture before New
England branches during the coming winter.

Mr. Thomas Prime is to visit Fremont, St.
Joseph, Topeka and Denver on his way to the

.Pacific Coast, where he expects to spend sev-

eral months in propaganda work.

Messrs L. W Rogers and J. H Talbot will
be engaged during the coming months in
active propaganda in some of the larger eastern
cities.

At a subsequent meetmg Mr A]bert Brown,
of Chicago Branch, was chosen as Chairman of
the Cook County Propaganda Committee and
Mrs. Gussie M. Trull, of Englewood Lodge, as
its Secretary-Treasurer. A suitable fund for
work was at once provided by subscription.
Mr. Brown and Mrs. Trull have taken up the
problems offered by this work with great en-
thusiasm and interest. They have enrolled
upon the list of the Committee a largé number
of Cook County members and have begun the
formation of new study classes.

In order to provide a large mailing list all
members of the American Section T..S. are

hereby earnestly requested to mail to the
General Secretary at once and from time to
time hereafter as occasion may arise, the
names and addresses of such intelligent, open-
minded people as they know to be interested
in Theosophy, though not members of our
society.

Intending subscribers to The Quarterly
Transactions of the International Committee
for Research into Mystical Tradition are re-
quested to kindly send their names at once.
The number of copies printed will be limited
to that of subscribers and no stock will be
kept. Subscribers may apply for English or
French copies to Msr. G. A. Mallet, Honorary
Secretary, Les Bois Des Moutiers, Varenge
ville sur Mer. (Seine-i7're,) France.

WELLER VAN HOOK.
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Ghe Christmas Manikin

It was Christmas eve. The snow was falling.
It lay white and soft under the tall street lamp
The wind was blowing and the little manikin
sat huddled on the cross-bar. One toe was
tucked in his hand, for Jack Frost had nipped
it. He was watchingthe people. They passed
beneath him; most of them hurrying, most of
them happy—for this was Christmas eve.

Just now a boy was carrying a Christmas
tree; and here came a man with many bundles.

The snow was making wonderful music as it
fell-—and under the lamp post it sparkled like
jewels. :

Here came an old lady. She was bent and
the wind was making her shiver. The manikin
noticed that unlike most of the others, she car-
ried no bundles. She might need him! He
would see—-and at once he sailed down, strik-
ing her black, rough collar. Close to her face,
he saw that she was not old. She had been
weeping, for a tear-drop splashed upon him.
He would listen to her thoughts. This is what
they were saying-—“What shall I do--what
shall I do—dear little girl—Christmas eve, and
not a single gift—not even a little one—what
shall I do—poor little girl—"

The manikin had crept under her ear. He
now straightened himself, stood way up on his
tiptoes.

“She will not mind, Little Mother,” he whis.
pered, “she will not mind. You can tell her
why. Give her love, Little Mother, give her
love—/ove is the greatest gift in the world!”

She listened for a moment. She had gone
down a side street and no one was near. The
moon was beginning to shine. The snow had
stopped. Everything was white and still. She
had lifted her bent head and her heart sud-
denly had grown warm.

Yes, yes—that was it! Love, Jove was the
greatest thing in the world! Z7%a¢ she had—
that she could give in abundance!

-Through a dark door--into a room, and two
little arms were thrown around héer neck!

“Itis Christmas eve! It is Christmas eve,
mamma! What have you brought? Mary
came and left me some mittens, and Mrs.
Mowry sent me a doll, how happy [ am!
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“And 1, my Darling, have brought you a
wonderful present! It is more)beautiful than
anything you could dream of. Itis so large
that it cannot be measured. It is so marvel-
ous that you can share it with others—and the
more of it you give the more you will have. If-it
is real, you will forget yourself. If you treasure
it you will never be sad; if youjgive it to
others, you will always be joyous! Come to the
window, my Dear One, look out at the moon.
Send your gift into the world, share it with
others, merry and sad. It is Jowe, Dear, it is
Love!

And the child saw that hermother’s face was

shining. And she knew that her own was
shining, too. .
The Manikin spread out his arms and

sailed into the quiet night.
HT. F.

Dear Seraphita:

I am a little girl. I like Theosophy. When
I am grown I hope I shall know it very
well. I have a cat with pink eyes. She is
white and has a long tail. There is a hole in
her ear. I am sorry. What I should like to
know is: Do animals become human beings?

Your loving little friend,
MARJORIE CARTER.
New York City.

Dear Marjorie . .

Thank you for your beautiful letter. Your
cat must give you great pleasure. Does she
understand you when you talk to her? If she
does and if she is fond of you, you can be sure
that her soul is waking and that some time it
will be developed enough to enter a human
body. You help her very much by having her
with you and by loving her. One of our theo-
sophical teachers once had a cat. They were
very fond of each other. After the cat had
died it appeared several times to this teacher
in its astral body, which shows that it must have
been thinking about her.

Your Loving friend,
SERAPHITA.

In a letter from Long Beach, California, a
mother writes:

“My little son says at night, ‘Gentle Jesus,
meek and mild, teach me, I am thy little child.’
Also that he makes a shell around himself of
purity and truth as_he breathes in Divine Life
and breathes out Divine Love. This is stud-
ded with the jewels of obedience, with obedi-
ence comes truth, with truth love, with love
Peace.”
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" @uery Bepartment

Beginning with January Mr. Charles W.
Leadbeater has kindly consented to answer
questions through this Depariment of The
" Messenger. : '

Question: How can we teach Children The-
osophy? ,

Answer:: One of the best ways to teach
children the simple truths of Theosophy,
for nothing but the simple outlines can
very well be attempted until they be-
gin to read and understand for. them-
selves, is to bring it.into their lives just
as most of us have been taught the
main outlines of the Christian religion.
They will come in touch with the usual
religious teaching through their schools

and their companions, and will come to -
their parents for explanations of the’

things they do not understand. There
is the opportunity to give them the
Theosophic interpretation of those
things which are generally held by the
race.

Then again, there usually comes a
time in ‘the life of every child, when
they begin to ask questions as to the
operation of both nature and civiliza-
tion, and there is again the opportunity
to bring the Theosophic explanation to
bear.

In both cases, it should be'given to
them not as Theosophy, but as the
correct explanation in answer to their
questions and difficulties. :

It is a good plan to make a practice
of telling them a story a number of
times a week, just before they go to
bed, and the subjects of these stories
can be varied so as to embrace almost
any number of practical subjects bear-
ing on this matter, and can be enlarged
in scope as time goes on, and the chil-

'
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dren get familiar with the first princi-

ples of the subject. Take for instance 5

such subjects as how- the plants and
trees grow; why it rains; what is the
sun, and why the stars only show at
night, and what they are for; take the
simple things in every day life and ex-
plain them as carefully as possible in

" the form of a story as you understand -
-them yourself.

The "subject of death,
is one that should engage attention as
early as pggsible, and the matter should
be explained to the child as simply as
possible, comparing death with going
to sleep, which they soon get to under-
stand perfectly well. The simple aspects
of Karma are also good matters to take
up in similar fashion, and many chil-
dren accept the idea of Reincarnation
without an effort, when clothed in sim-
ple language. :
Such simple methods are not likely
to make the child turn away from the
subject, and even if their Karma does
not favour their complete acceptance
of the philosophy later on, they will at
any rate have obtained breadth of view,
which .can hardly be obtained in any
other way. T. W. T.

Questions for December.

1. According to our views, all individual souls merge
into the Great Soul in the final consumation. Under such
conditions, how can individuality be maintained?

2. Does{the Soul exercise any conscious effort in
choosing the body into which it shall be born? If it does,
cannot the parents in part determine the kind of soul
that will enter the body of their child by conscious and
unconscious suggestion? C. L. H.

3. Arethe colour and ray to which we belong deter-
mined by our Karma? ’

After December, the American edition of
the Theosophical Review will be discon-
tinued and the magazine will be mailed to
subscribers direct from London. Subscriptions,
changes of address and other business cor-
respondence should be sent to the American
agency of the Theosophical Review, 4940
Washington Ave., Chicago, which will here-
after have charge of the business interests of
the Review in this country.
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Reuivms

Mrs. Besant’s Chicago Lectures, 19o7, pub-

lished in a volume of 153 pages, bound in -

cloth, can be obtained by sending $1.00 to the
General Secretary. Two-cent stamps will be
accepted. '

This very interesting book is divided
into two parts, the first part contain-
ing four lectures—Psychism and Spirituality,
The Place of Masters in Religions, The Value
of Theosophy in the World of;Thought, and
Theosophical Work in India. The second
part is devoted to Theosophical questions and
answers.

As comparatively few Theosophists had the
" privilege of listening to Mrs. Besant during
her recent visit, it is a great pleasure to be able
to give them these valuable lectures in book
form.

These lectures ‘'were received by the public

with great enthusiasm, especially the one en-
titled, “The Value of Theosophy in the World
of Thought.” This one deals especially with
the practical side of Theosophy as applied to
the religious life, the life of art, the life of
science and the life of politics.
" The. latter part of the work will be found
unusually interesting as it deals with many
questions that puzzle the minds both of Theos-
ophists and of others.

The book entitled, “H. P. Blavatsky and the
Masters of Wisdom,” by Annie Besant, should
be hailed with delight by all Theosophists. It

is' an explanation of the attack made upon.

Madam Blavatsky by the Psychical Research
Society:.

Theosophists are continually meeting philo™
sophical and good men, who otherwise might
belong to the Theosophical Society, but who
turn away from it, because they believe that its
founder was convicted of fraud.

If this prejudice could be met with the facts
of the case, it might be the means of clearing
the cobwebs from many a mind and of bring-
ing many into the joys of Theosophy.” No

Theosophist should be without this little book. -

It can be obtained by sending thirty-fivercents
to the General Secretary, 103 State Street, Chi-
cago. Two-cent stamps will be accepted,

. 26 Van Buren Street, Chicago.

“Meditation” is a bédklet of 39 pages
with a symbolic cover, written by Henry Bed-
inger Mitchell. Price 20 cents,

-This booklet, very beautifully and clearly
written, will be of the greatest help to
every one who knows that - “Meditation” is of
primary importance to every genuine student
of occultism. Meditation is inculcated as areli..
gious practice in all systems of religious teach-
ing, and is found playing a principal part in the
life of every Saint. In lay fields, as well, it seems
an invaluable concomitant of creative genius.
It is spoken of as more than the door to the
inner life—even as the inner life itself. -‘There-
fore, it is quite indispensable to all who seek
to know this life directly rather than by hear-
say. e e e
Transactions of the first, second and third
Congress of the Federation of European Sec-
tions of the Theosophical Society, can be ob.
tained from the Theosophical Book Concern—
Price $3.50.

Magazines

The Theosophist, the Presidential organ of
our Society, has begun with the October Num-
ber, its XX1X Vol. The new impulse of life,
which marks the New Cycle of our Society,
manifests itself in the Theosophist as an im-
provement and an enlargement. According to
the three objects of our Society—the Theosoph-
ist is divided into three main parts: Brother-
hood; Comparative Religion, Philosophy and
Science,Occultism. Under Brotherhood, we find
the Presidential address to the American Con-
vention; Eastern Magic of Modern Spiritualism
and Some Reflections on the Theosophical
movement. Under Philosophy and Science:
Some Notes on the Rosicrucians; from Chaos
to Cosmos. UnderOccultism: The Superphy-
sical World and its Gnosis; Nature Spirits.
Besides these principle articles we find in this
interesting number Echoes from the Past, Re-
vigws and Notes, Theosophy in Many Lands.
In a supplement appear the Executive orders
and official notes of our President.

Other Theosophical magazinesreceived, are:

Bulletin Theosophique, Paris, November,

Revue Theosophique, Paris, October.

Theosophy in Australasja, Sidney, October.

The New Zealand Theosophical Magazine,
Auckland, September.
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