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President’s Convention Address.
■Brethren:

We are met together at an important 
epoch in the history of the T. S., at 
the beginning of a new cycle of its life. 
In 1891, H. P. B., the disciple chosen 
by the Brothers of the White Lodge to 
undertake a world-mission, to be the 
channel of a new spiritual impulse to 
the world; to found the Theosophical 
Society, passed away from earth. Great 
was the loss; but she left with us her 
colleague and faithful co-worker, the 
founder with her of the T. S., a disciple 
of the same Master, the man chosen by 
Him to be the President for life of the 
Society, your countryman, Henry Steele 
Olcott. So long as he remained on 
earth, he stood as the representative of 

the Society’s traditions; he was, in his 
own person, the head chosen by the 
Master to rule and guide the Society; 
he had watched over ’it from the be
ginning, had nurtured its growth, and 
guided the shaping of its organization. 
The Society had grown up around him, 
and he remained its center, even after 
his great colleague had been removed 
from his side.

But now he too has passed away from 
us; the first cycle of the Theosophical 
Society has closed. From 1875 to 1907, 
it has lived under the Presidency of 
one directly appointed by the Masters, 
who are the true Founders of. the So
ciety; during that time it has gone 
through many vicissitudes; many weak 
members fell away during the attack on 
H. P. B. by the Christian missionaries
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of Madras through the Coulombs. Its 
Section was well nigh rent 

away from it by the secession of Mia W- 
Q. Judge, its General Secretary, with 
the great mass of American membess; 
we must gratefully remember today the 
steadfasteess of Mr. Fullerton and Mrs. 
Buffington Davis, who stood firm 
through that storm, which left only a 
remnant of its membesship, to the 
American Section. In addition to these 
two great catastoophes, Colonel Ol
cott had to face many minor difficult
ies. His oosition was at one time rend
ered so intolerable at the Society's 
Headquarters, that only H. P. Bds vig
orous intervention orevented his resig
nation of the preeieea-ial office; he had 
to face so much oetty oooosition, so 
many ancus■arians of tyranny and SigS- 
pandedness were made against him, that 
he flung down Sis authority in disgust; 
only the dissolution of the -Phn Board 
of Control made it oossblk for him to 
remain as President, and the Society, 
grown wise by experinnee, committed 
its ehetinies into his unfh--hrhe hands.

Despite all troublees, the Society con- 
Sinued to increase in numbess and in
fluence, until, when the time had come 
for him to oass away for awhile from 
earth, it stood on a higher oinnacle than 
it had ever occuoied before.

Let us oause for a morn^in, to con- 
eiehr the nature of -Pi TSeoeophical 
Society, as we may find it outlined in 
our o^n'tee and other eonumenes. Its 
nature, its origin, is a question suddenly 
brought -o the front by Mr. Sinnett. 
Was it founded by the order of the 
Maseess, by a woman, and a man chosen 
by them for the work, or is it a mere 
chance organization ? That question 
must be decided by rhferenhes to early 
documents, by the eSatements made by 

the Masters themselves and by H. P. B.
The Society was orgamedd in three 

sections: the first Section nonsisted of 
the "Elder Brother's" Themselves, the 
Founde-rs, Guardiass and Protectors of 
the Society. The second Section con- 
eieted of their eieciplee, including those 
acchpted as cPeaas by H. P. B., and Per 
other pupile, to whom she gave direct 
thacPiag. The tPirH Section nompIrited 
all ordinary membess of the Society, 
the exoteric body. An early draft of 
the noaeti-utioa shows tSese three Sec
tions, with three degrees in each Sec
tion, the conditions becoming more 
etringhat as the me^^e^ passhe in 
ward. In the rules of the T. S., as re
vised and paeeee at Bombayon Febru
ary 17, 1881, it is—stated, with regard to 
these Sections, that:—

"The administration of the two sup<^ir 
or Sectioss ahhe not be dealt with at 
Orhseat in a code of rules laid before 
tPe' oublic. No respoi^eitiitiies con
nected with these suoerior grades are 
incurred by pereons who -merely desire 
ordinary membership.”

During the first seven years of the 
Sonihty’e life, many statements were 
made about the Society by its true 
Founders, the Mastere. One of these 
says in writing, that befoie the T. S. was 
founded, tSey chose H. S. Olcott as the 
leader of the mo\^^^^^i^t they were then 
orojecting, and aesociated with Sim H. 
P. i^.;wSom they sent to America, and 
brought to meet Sim, both being wiil- 
ing to accept the task. He soeaks in 
1882 of the Society as "Our Theosophk 
cal SSio," of himself as "Saving some 
authority in" it. He expresses a fear 
that they may have to withdraw from 
it for a time, save as regards a faithful 
minority—a fear that provhe true—but 
that, later. a renewed effort to Selo it 
would be mad^e.
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Similarly we find the second of the 
teachers most concerned with the So
ciety, taking it for granted that his 
views were to guide the T. S. In a let
ter, quoted .in the Path. Vol. VII, p. 
334, he says that: “The T. S. was 
chosen as the corner-stone, the founda
tion of the future Religion of Humanity. 
. ... It is we, the humble disciples of 
the perfect Lamas who are expected to 
allow the T. S. to drop its noblest title, 
the Brotherhood of Humanity, to be
come a simple school of philosophy.” 
“Before, I have written, that our So
ciety is not a mere intellectual school 
for Occultism.” Pie writes of H. P. 
Blavatsky and Colonel Olcott as “our 
present representatives.” He writes: 
“We have weightier matters than small 
societies to think about; yet the T. S. 
must not be neglected.”

This view of the Society is often di
rectly stated, and constantly assumed, 
by H. P. B. Writing in the Path, in De
cember, 1886, she speaks of “The So
ciety, founded at their wish and under 
their orders.” In the Theosophist. Vol. 
Ill, p. 243, she writes: “Our Society 
was founded at the direct suggestion of 
Indian and Tibetan Adepts, and in 
coming to this country (India), we but 
obeyed their wishes.” She told the 
Countess Wachtmeister that, in 1851, 
her master told her that he had chosen 
her for the work of the Society. That 
was when he met her in his physical 
body on the border of the Serpentine, 
in Hyde Park, London. In March,
1873, she herself writes she was sent 
from Russia to Paris, and June of that 
same year to America; in October,
1874, she was bidden go to Chittenden 
and there she found the Colonel—thus 
she amplifies the statement written in 
the Master’s own hand. Again, in 

1886, she informs Dr. Hartmann, in 
writing, of the same facts. In a letter 
dated December 6th, 1887, she speaks 
of “the Society created by the Masters, 
our Mahàtmas.” In this letter she also 
says: “Master sent me to the United 
States to see what could be done to 
stop necromancy and the unconscious 
black magic exercised by the Spiritual
ists. I was made to meet you (Olcott) 
and to change your ideas, which I have. 
The Society was formed, then gradu
ally made to merge into and evolve 
hints of the teachings from the Secret 
Doctrine of the oldest school of Occult 

v Philosophy in the whole world—a school
to reform which finally, the Lord Gau
tama was made to appear. These teach
ings could not be given abruptly, They 
^¿27/to be instilled gradually.” On June 
27, 188-, writing from Elberfeld, she 
says: “As one of the Founders of our 
Theosophical Society, established at 
the orders and according to the desire 
of our Masters.”

Nor does she hesitate firmly to claim 
her place as Their servant, and de
mands to be recognized in that capac
ity. When, after the Coulomb accusa
tions, the leaders of the T. S. did not 
stand by her as fully as they should 
have done, she tells them of the danger 
they are running of the complete with
drawal of the Masters from the T. S., 
for “They will not countenance ingrati
tude.” And she goes on to say that 
her demand for vindication is not due 
to “selfish or personal pride, but I was 
sent by Them, and, whatever my fail
ures, I am Their agent, and in insulting 
me, the Society insults them.” Again: 
“I am ready to disappear, Olcott, only 
remember, my poor friend, that with 
me will disappear the Masters.” Thus 
she wrote, to Colonel Olcott on April 
11, 1885.
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The Great Ones were not satisfied 
with the position taken toward H. P. 
B.; though some meml^^s remained 
faithful, the majority were afraid of 
continuing to bear the flag of Occult
ism openly, and in a written report of 
a conversation between her Master and 
H. P. B., He is recorded as saying: 
"The Society has liberated itself from 
our grasp and influenee, and we have 
let it go; we make no unwitting slaves. 

It is now a soulless corpse, a machi’ne 
run so far well enough, but which will 
fall to pieces when . . . Out of the Three 
Objects the Second alone is attended 
to; it is no longer either a Brother
hood, nor a body over the face of 
which broods the Spirit beyond the 
Great Range."

The First Section thus ceased to 
exist, and the Mlastess no longer di 
rected the exoteric Society. The Sec
ond Section also ceased to exist, as a 
grade of the Society, though H. P. B. 
continued to teach some of its mem
bers. Towards the close of 1888, the 
loyalty of many to H. P. B. justified a 
renewed effort to send out help, and 
the Esoteric Section was formed 
by an Executive Order, dated October, 
1888, though not in official connection 
with the Exoeeric Section; Colonel Ob 
cott stated that he issued ths order in 
obeciunn^ to a letter he had received 
in mid-ocean from his Master. The 
order was printed in Lucifer, issued Oct. 
15th, 1888, with the followmg prefix:

"Owing to the fact that a large num
ber of Felo^ws of the Society have felt 
the necessity for the formation of a 
body of Esoteric studenss, to be organ
ized on the orignnal lines devi’sed by the 
rea/ Founders of the T. S., the follow
ing order has been issued by the Presri 
dent-Founder.”

Needless to say that at that time 
there was no question as to who were 
the "real founders” of the T. S. So 
long as H. P. B. and Colonel lived, no 
one ventured to challenge the origin of 
the Society. This conception of the 
Society was sum^^d up, in 1892, in a 
paper written by Mr. W. Q. Judge and 
myself, and then issued to the Inner 
Circle of the Society. The following 
extract gives this traditional view, now 
denied by some membess of the T. S.

"Founded by the direction of Mas
ters, and drawing its true life from 
Them, it stands, as a Society, in a poss- 
tion different fromrihat of any worldly 
organization. As H. P. B. has said, 
every mem^t^^r of the Society is unite. 
by a delicate thread of magnetic rapport 

to Mfaseess, and 'it lies with each mem
ber to draw himself nearer by that 
thread, or to let it hang loose and use
less, to be frayed away, and ultimately 
broken. Any of you who have read 

•letters sent to early of the T.
S. , will see how real that link was 
meant to be, and how seriously mem
bership in the T. S. was regarded. Lack 
of loyalty, lack of couiaig^e, lack of 
recognition of Masters, lack of devo
tion, marred the early ideal until the
T. S., as a body, well-nigh wrenched 
itself out of the Maseess’ hands. H. P. 
B. sanrifivcd herself for the Society, 
and so saved it from complete failure, 
and, at last, it was CvniCvC to openly 
call out a body that had always existed 
within the T. S., that they might as an 
organized body, work to recall the So
ciety 'to its original lines,’ and thus 
redeem it.”

It must be a matter of profound re
gret to all that Mr. Sinnett, the late 
Vice-PrvsiCvnt—to whom the Society 
owes so much for transmitting to it the 
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teachings received by him from the 
Masters, through the intermediation of 
H. P. B.—has thought fit, misled by 
evil influenees, to suddenly repudiate 
as mythical this view of the Society, 
based on documentary evidenee, and 
to seek to drag it down to the level of 
a casual movement, started without the 
authority and direction of the Masters, 
by H. P. B. and H. S. O. on their own 
initiative. But to this he hasbeen inevi
tably led by his repudiation of the ap
pearance of the two Masem's, who are 
the true Founders of the T. S., to Their 
faithful servant, Colonel Olcott, on his 
dea-thbdd,in pursuanee of the promise 
ma^^n 1882, that a renewed effort to 
help the Society would be mac^e.-

To all those who have studied the 
history of the Theosophical Society, 
nothing could seem to be more reason
able, more to be expected, than that at 
the opening of a new cycle of the So
ciety's life the same beneficent Pres
ences should appear, as had ushered it 
into sx’stenee. That They should have 
left Their dying servant unhelped; that 
They should not have aided the Society 
in passing from the original order to 
the new; that They who appointed the 
first President should refrain from exc 
pr^^s^siH^ any opinion to help the So
ciety in using its power of choice for 
the first time in the election of the 
second President; that the T. S. should 
have begun its second cycle without 
Their benediction—that, indeed, would 
have been irrational, incredible. It is 
a strange instanee of the rapidity with 
which a livmg belief can depart from 
those who proFess it, that those who 
had ancepSed the phenomena of H. P. 
B., and the appeai-ane's of the Maseess 
in the earlier days—in New York, Bom 
bay Simla,. Advar, and elsewheee—for

the most part on Colonel Olcott’s sole 
testimony, should reject that same tes
timony some years later, though sup
ported by the evidenee of three other 
persons. However, so it is, and the 
freedom of the Society proeects those 
who do not accept any of the super
physical facts which have built it up, 
and which prove the exihtt^n^ of the 
laws that it constantly proclaims. .

The Thsotophical Society has bef^oee 
it a second serious question for nontie- 
eration, the solution of which is ren
dered necessary by recent events.

Before dealing with it, I must make 
a statement which ought not to be nec
essary, but which I must make because 
of a poseibls misunderstanding that 
may otherw’ee arise. In all that I am 
now going to say on the question of 
a moral, or penal code, I am deahng 
with ordinary offendess of the common 
type, and with no one else. I do not like 
to say bsnauts it seems an insult to my 
brother and Felh^w-Initotty Charles 
Lsaebeater, that no word that I am 
now going to say applies to him, nor 
can any arguim^n^ on this subject have 
any beating upon him.

I am ashamed to say this I feel that 
I insult him in saying it, only similar 
words of mine have been misnonnrreed 
before and therefore I must guard 
against mitui^dsrttandmg. Let me as
sure you in all solemnity that the Ini
tiates who are disciples of the Mattsrt 
do not press their presence upon any 
Theosophical Society, or any other 
society in the world. We stand on 
other ground. We offer our services. 
You may reject them or take them as 
you will, but after the experiemee that 
H. P. B. endured, that he and I have 
endueed, let me attun you that there 
is no anxiety in the ranks of the Initi
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ates to come forward and offer services 
which you do not desire to accept. 
You have no necessity to pass a penal 
code in order to exclude from the The
osophical Society any disciple of the 
Masters. And having said that, in 
order that there may be no misunder
standing, let me go on to the general 
question as to what you shall do in the 
future with ordinary wrong-doers.

The proposition that the Society has 
no moral code—the statement which 
formed one of the charges on which 
Mr. Jinarajadasa was expelled—has 
been reasserted, first by myself, then 
by Mrs. Mead, then by Mr. Fullerton» 
and is now generally accepted as the 
mere statement of a fact. But the 
question: Ought the Society to have 
a moral code? presses for answer. It 
is not the fact that the Society on this 
matter is divided into two parties, one 
of which believes that vice retards and 
virtue hastens the realization of Uni
versal Brotherhood, while the other 
may or may not think this truism to be 
true. Both agree on this; we are all 
at one in our eagerness to raise the 
moral tone of the Society, to make it 
an example of noble living to the 
world; none are indifferent to moral
ity, nor are content with a low standard 
of living. We agree that morality is 
all important; tha^t the life of the So
ciety depends on its power to lift its 
membess into nobility of conduct; that 
every wrong-doer in our ranks po'sons 
the very springs of our being. When 
we differ is on the question, "Shall 
moral ideas be enforced by penalty, or 
not?" It is a penal, not a moral code 
that some are demandmg. The way of 
the world is to enforce morality by 
penalty, and, because penaRi'es can 
only be enforced against the most fla

grant breaches of the moral law, it is 
obligeed to accept a very low standard 
of morality,- and to leave unpenal'sdd 
some of the most mischievously im
moral acts. No good man is content 
with his morality, if it does not rise far 
above the penal law of the country in 
which he resides.

Most religions have a moral code, a 
set of "Commandments" of some kind, 
such as the Ten Comamaadmments of 
Ji^c^ai^^^^m, the Five Preceap's of Bud
dhism. But none of the great religions, 
so far as I know, have a penal code, en
forcing its corn^^^ear^^mentm by exclusion 
from its pale. On the contrary, they 
regard it as a primary duty to try to 
improve their evil-doers, not to cast 
them out. Some religions outcaste or 
excommnnicate on ceremonial grounds, 
but one may presume that the Theo
sophical Society does not wish to copy 
these examples. Religoons leave to the 
civil power the punishment of offences, 
and strive to reform and purify rather 
than to expel. Shall the Theosophical 
Society descend below the level com
mon to religious bodees, and proclaim 
itself in need of the sword of a crimi
nal law?

As a nucleus of Universal Brother 
hood, we 'houd not om'it to show forth 
the brotherly way of dea^n^g with the 
criminal; we should not expel him, 
crying out? "Stand aside, I am holier 
than thou," but should, by lofty living, 
pour such a stream of nobility into the 
Society that none bathed in it could re
main base. Among bruees, a sick ani
mal is attacked and either slain or 
driven away, lest he should infect the 
herd; among savages, the sick are cast 
out of the tribe, and left to die; among 
civilized nations they are tenderly 
nursed back into health. Does the 
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nursing back to health connote indiffer
ence to dis^to^i^e? Are we to treat our 
morally sick on the pattern of the brute 
and the savage, or on that of the civil
ized man?

A penal code amo^g us would be the 
denial of Brotherhood, the affirmation 
of the "heresy of separaeeness,”. the 
separaeeness we are banded together to 
destroy. Spirituaiity knows no sepa
rateness; it proclaims the unity of all. 
Just in proportion as we are spiritual, 
shall we feel our unity with saint and 
sinner alike. We are all eager to feel 
our unity with the- Gods, with the 
Chrisss, with the Saints, but no such 
lop-sided unity is possible. Only those 
can be one with the highest who are 
also one with the lowest; by the one 
Spirit that dwells in us all, our brother's 
sins are our sins, our brother’s shame is 
our shame. Our Elder Brothers, the 
Masters of Compassion, stoop to us, 
the younger, that They may lift us up; 
with what eyes of patient sadness must 
They look on us, as we eagerly grasp 
at Their hands that we may rise, and 
trample on those who are younger than 
ourselus? Shall They not say to us, 
if we fall into the pressent snare: "For
as much as ye have expelled the least 
of these, our brethenn, ye have expelled 
us?" The spiritual man has no prop
erty in his own purity; he holds it for 
the purifying of all; all become purer 
because he is pure. For the unspiritual, 
personal purity becomes a separatiee 
force, and of such it is written that 
publicans and sinness go into the king
dom of heaven befoee them. The ex
cluder, by the justice of the Great Law, 
becomes the excluded, until he longs 
for the non-eeparateeees which he has 
denied.

There is a tendency in the Theosoph

ical Society, as in the outer world, to 
narrow down the word "morality" until 
it is a label for a special kind of virtue 
—sexual purity. To say that a man is 
"immoral" has come to mean that he is 
loose sexually. Morality is not consid
ered to include slander, back-biting, 
false-witness, imputation of evil mo
tives, persecution; these crimes are 
commited iight-heartedly by many 
who regard themselves as moral. But 
these are deadly sins against the law 
of Love, and retard the realization of 
Universal Brotherhood far more than 
the evils committed by the publicans 
and sinness of the times.

On these matters the judgment of Ini
tiates has ever clashed with the judg
ment of the world, for they regard the 
sins of the mind as mor^e deadly and 
more far-reaching in their consequen
ces than the sins of the body. The 
moral conventions of the day are ever 
rigidly observed by its Pharisees and 
too often they deserve the scathing re
buke of the Imitate, as whited sepuL 
chres which within are full of allunclvao- 
oees. Still it is true as in the days of 
the Christ, that men tithe mint, anise 
and cummi’n, and forget the weightier 
mattess of the law, justice, mercy and 
truth.

Our President-Founder had more 
than once a lesson that he should not 
follow the standard of the world in 
moral judgments. He quoted to you 
last year at your convention the re
buke he received from a Teacher for 
over-looking the spiritual merits of a 
member, who was a drunkard—not that 
drunVnnvess was moral, but that one 
physical fault may be over-balanced by 
other non-physical medss. Still more 
instructive was the case of one who, 
moved by a pure desire to help human-
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ity, made a blundèr in the method of 
his helping, and suffered a year’s im
prisonment here, in the United States, 
under the Comstock Law. The elder 
among you will remember the case of 
Mr. D. M. Bennett. After his imprison
ment, Mr. Bennett went to India, and 
was vigorously defended by H. P. B., 
much to disgust of some of the Euro
pean members of the Society, and the 
President-Founder was rebuked for 
hesitating to admit him into the So
ciety, lest the reputation of the T. S. 
should thereb)' suffer; Master M. bade 
the Pharisees look to the priceless 
pearl within the oyster, declaring that 
Mr.' Bennett was a man of tremendous 
courage, and a martyr, and that thè 
Masters were glad to have the help of 
such men. “Such our K. H. loves”.

All who knew.IT. P. B. personally— 
those to whom she is a living person, 
and not merely an ideal figure after 
their own fancies and bearing no re
semblance to the original—know how 
deep was her scorn for the convention
alities by which the weak guide their 
conduct, how broad and tolerant was 
her judgment of men and things, how 
she brushed away thè cobwebs of phras
es and went straight to the heart, the 
life-motive. She over-looked many a 
moral fault where she saw a heart full 
of desire to serve, and it is that wide 
and noble forbearance, the spirit of 
the Initiate, that I would invoke to 
guide our deliberations.

If we make a rule expelling from 
the Society our undesirables we shall 
sink below the level of all great religi
ous bodies, even below the level of or
dinary scientific, philosophical and lit
erary societies, who would not condes
cend to tell the world that they disa

prove of crime —that is taken for 
granted among all decent people—or ' 
are so weak in virtue that they think 
it necessary to formally expel any 
chance evil-doer who happens to be 
within their ranks, lest .the world 
should suspect them of approving, or 
condoning, immorality.

Apart from these questions of 
principle, a practical question arises: 
What code is proposed, crimes against 
which are to be visited with expulsion? 
Personally, I am against a penal code 
on this ground as on the ground of 
principle. In my article, written last 
January, on “The Basis of the Theoso- 
sophical Society”—written as soon as 
I knew that I was to be nominated as- 
President, in order that the Society 
might vote on my election with full 
knowledge of my views on this dis
puted question—I pointed out the diffi
culties which surrounded the formula
tion of a penal code. In the many arti
cles which have been written against 
mine, there is not one which faces 
these difficulties, and even attempts to 
formulate a practical code. So far the 
only suggestion has been to let expul
sion follow on any breach of the law of 
the land in which the member resides. 
Such a system might occasionally 
land us in absurdities, but it would at 
least be simple and easy, and would 
have the advantage of securing to every 
accused member a fair trial, so that 
none could be expelled without a legal 
conviction, surrounded by all the safe
guards that centuries of experience 
have shown to be necessary to protect 
an accused person against injustice due 
to prejudice.
' But such a rule would commit us de
finitely to a very elementary moral 

knew.IT
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code, which would be inscribed in our 
Constitution as that of the Theosophi
cal Society. There is the further diffi
culty that when you once formulate a 
code, you implicitly aver that other 
evils—however dangerous they may 
be to the life of the Society—are not 
sufficiently serious to be visited with 
expulsion. Our lofty ideals would be 
dragged down, and a law which embod
ies the low average moral opinion of 
the day would be put in their place. 
Instead of our being able to take it for 
granted that all evil living is injurious 
to Brotherhood, we may be met, when 
we say: “Such conduct is unworthy of 
the Theosophist”, with the retort: It is 
not forbidden in the Society”. The 
commission of a theft by a member of 
the Society, at once condemned by all, 
would be less poisonous to our com
mon life than the hatred, bitterness 
self-righteousness, which no penal code 
could touch, and which would spread 
like a deadly infection. Members com
mitting such deadly sins against Broth
erhood would remain in the Society, 
while the mere common criminal, whose 
evil cannot spread among us, would be 
triumphantly expelled.

In face of the manifold difficulties 
in formulating a penal code, it does 
not seem too much to ask from those 
who desire to introduce one, that they 
shall definitely state what they want, 
and not throw on others the burden of 
defining the degree of wickedness 
which shall justify expulsion from this 
nucleus of Universal Brotherhood.

. Moreover, a period of great excite
ment is not the best for the decision of 
a question on which differences ofopin- 
ion exit. It would in any case be wise 
to remit the discussion until the tur
moil has died down, and differences 

are less bitterly expressed. Each Branch 
that wishes to do so, can «exclude from 
its membership all whom it considers 
undesirable, and if it finds its policy 

.successful, may recommend it to its 
Section, or to the Society at large. We 
should then have the advantage of 
seeing penal codes formulated and 
worked by those who think them de
sirable.

On that matter, I am only giving 
you such advice as a President may fit
ly offer to a Section. I have no desire 
to dictate what you shall do as a Sec
tion. I am personally concerned in the 
decision of this question only when it 
comes up before the General Council 
which alone can make rules for the 
whole Society. But I deem it my duty 
to say clearly, as my position has been 
assailed, that I have not changed it in 
any way, and that I hold distinctly to 
the principles laid down in the original 
article on “The Basis of the Theoso
phical Society” and the later article 
explaining some further points in the 
same connection.

As President of the Theosophical 
Society, I re-affirm the principles I laid 
down before my election, and I shall 
steadily resist any attempt to impose a 
penal code on-the Society; I stand for 
the affirmation of lofty ideals of 
morality and for strenuous efforts to 
live up to them; I appeal to the un
folding Divinity in man, and not to 
the beggarly elements of -co-ercive 
laws; 1 gladly affirm my brotherhood 
with the lowest, as I reverently hope 
to be accepted as a brother by the 
Highest.

Before us, Brethren, open up splen
did opportunities of future work. In 
this vast Republic you number some 
80,000,000 human beings. You have 
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light to bring them, you have know
ledge with which to feed them, you 
have hopes for their cheering, you 
have strength for their uplifting 
Around you are millions who are starv
ing for wisdom; will you refuse them 
bread of life, while you are quarrelling 
among yourselves as to whom you 
will accept as your fellow-members? 
Awake from your uneasy nightmare; 
open your eyes to realities, and cease 
to struggle with shadows. Instead of 
fighting each other, go out and fight 
ingorance with knowledge, impurity 
with purity, darkness with light. Res
cue the miserable by showing him 
whence misery arises; console the 
bereaved, by tearing the veil which 
shrouds the worlds into which his be
loved.has passed; strengthen the weak, 
by making him feel the power of the 
Divinity within him; soothe the rebel
lious, by teaching him that he is the 
author of his sorrows.

A wave of spiritual life will soon 
sweep over your country; everywhere, 
as you look around, are springing up 
new ideas, new hopes, new endeavors— 
the promise of new forms of life. On 
the threshold ring the footsteps of the 
coming civilization, the civilization 
that shall be built of Brotherhood as 
its foundation. The Theosophical So
ciety is the herald of its coming, the 
bringer of the glad tidings of its ap
proach. Oh! rise to the level of your 
high calling, of your splendid oppor
tunity. Cease quarrelling as children, 
take up your work as men and women, 
the self-conscious sons and daughters of 
the all-ensouling Word, the glad and 
strenuous co-workers with the Elder 
Brothers of the Race.

Mrs. Besant has engagements to lec
ture in several European cities before 
her return to India for the Con
vention of the Indian Section T. S. in 
Benares in December.

EXECUTIVE ORDER
In June 1895 the late President- 

Founder felt himself obliged, during 
the difficulties caused by the seces
sion from the T. S. of the majority of 
Branches in the American . Section, to 
cancel all charters and diplomas held 
by those who accepted as valid the act 
of secession, and to subsequently re
fuse admission to the T. S, to all who 
were members of Societies that grew 
out of that secession. The freedom 
of members of the T. S. to become 
members of any other societies was 
thus for a time, restricted. Thed iffi- 
culties referred to have long since pass
ed away, and members are entitled to 
again enjoy full liberty to join or to 
remain in any Associations to which 
they may wish to belong.

Membership in any other Associa
tion hereby ceases to be a barrier to 
membership in the Theosophical So
ciety.

Annie Besant

President of the Theosophical Society.
' Chicago, U. S. A. Sept. 17, 1907

Mrs. Besant (see supplement) left 
Chicago Sept. 19th for Boston. Her 
stay there was very successful. Sev
eral lectures were delivered. A recep
tion was given in her honor by the T, 
S. The Metaphysical Club also held 
a gathering in her honor. Other lec
tures were given in Washington, D. C., 
Philadelphia and New York. (A de
tailed account will be given in the No
vember Messenger.)

On October the first, from the Ho
boken pier, Mrs. Besant and party 
sailed from New York on the Kaiser 
Wilhelm II, North German Lloyd.

“We who know the truth of life must 
first change the world in ourselves in
ternally before the world can be chang
ed in others externally^ If we know 
the truth of life and do not live it, we 
are as a lighthouse set. upon a hill in 
which the light has gone out.”

—Z. A. Mallory.
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Twenty-First Annual Convention
OF THE

AMERICAN SECTION

THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY
HELD AT

CHICAGO, ILL., SEPTEMBER 15, 1907

Report of Proceedings

Morning Session, September 15, 1907
The Twenty-First Annual Conven

tion of the American Section of the 
Theosophical Society was called to 
order Sept. 15, 1907, at 10:05 A. M., in 
Kimball Hall, Chicago, by the Presi
dent, Mrs. Annie Besant.

Nominations for Temporary Secre
tary were called for and Mrs. Janet 
McGovern, of Los Angeles, California, 
was named by Miss O’Neill. There be
ing no other nominations Mrs. McGov
ern was declared elected Temporary 
Secretary.

The first business was the appoint
ment by the Chair as Committee on 
Credentials: Mr. Walter G. Greenleaf, 
Mr. Henry Fuller and Mrs. Mary E. W. 
Farley.

The President then delivered the ad
dress which appears on the first page of 
this issue.

At the direction of the President the 
Secretary of the Convention read the 
following telegram:

San Francisco, Cal., Sept, 15.
Loving greetings to Mrs. Besant. May “Con

vention stand firm for right living.”
Golden Gate Lodge,

No vote being possible until the re
port of the Committee on Credentials 
was passed on, and this report not be
ing ready, the Chair appointed the 
following Committees:

Auditing Committee: Ransom H. Randall, 
Edwin B. Catlin, and Dr. B. W. Lindberg.

Committee on Nominations: Dr. George F. 
James, Francis E. Martin, Miss Mary O’Neill, 
Mrs. Emma S. Lee, Mrs. Minnie C. Holbrook.

Committee on Resolutions: Mr. A. P. War
rington, Mr. John H. Bell, Mrs. Addie M. Tut
tle, Mr. William Yarco and Mr. C. O. Scudder.

The following resolutions were then 
presented:

The first was a proposed amendment 
to the Constitution and rules submitted 
by Mr. J. Harry Carnes.

Resolved, That the Constitution and the 
Rules of the American Section of the Theo
sophical Society be amended by adding the 
following section to Article I.

Section 16. In the interim between the 
regular annual meeting of the Council assem
bled in Convention a sufficient number of 
members of this section in good standing may 
file in the manner hereinafter provided a 
written petition with the General Secretary for 
the purpose of obtaining a referendum vote of 
the members of the American Section upon 
any question which the Council at its regular 
Annual Meeting is competent to decide. A 
majority of the valid ballots cast on any ques
tion submitted to a vote shall constitute a deci
sion thereon, which decision shall have the 
same force and effect as a decision on the same 
question would have, if it were made by the 
said Council at one of its regular Annual 
Meetings.

The expression “sufficient number” as used 
in this section shall be deemed to mean to$ of 
the number of persons in good standing as 
shown in the regular annual report of the 
General Secretary next preceding the date of 
filing of the petition. The petition must be 
accompanied by a fee of $50 for the purpose 
of defraying the expense of taking the vote, 
but the General Secretary may in his discre
tion, waive this requirement. The petition, 
when filed and accompanied by the fee, when 
the latter is not waived, shall be examined by 
the General Secretary for the purpose only of 
ascertaining if the names of a sufficient num
ber of persons appear thereon, in which event 
it shall be his duty to immediately proceed to 
prepare the ballots for mailing to each member 
of the section in good standing. The ballots 
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shall be mailed not later than twenty days 
subsequent to the date of filing of the said 
.petition. Should the petition be found by the 
General Secretary not to contain a sufficient 
number of membeis of good standing it shall 
be returned by the General Secretary, not later 
than io days from the date of filing of the 
petition, to the person whose name heads the 
list of signers and shall be accompanied by a 
specific statement clearly pointing out wherem 
the defect or insuff^c^^n^ exists so as to enable 
the petitìon to be amended to remedy the 
defect. Not later than 30 days after the 
maiiing of the ballots the General Secretary 
shall ascertain the result of the vote and shall 
cause this result to be pubi^led in the official 
organ of the Section as soon as possile. The 
individual vote of any member shall not be 
eisclosed.

The General Secretary may use for balkts 
postal cards with the question or issue printed 
thereon. All the babossreturned to the General 
Secretayy, and from which the result is ascer
tained shall be preserved until after the regular 
meeting of the Councl! foHowjgg next after 
the taking of the referendum vote in order 
that a recount may then be had should the 
Council desire it.

The petition shall contaîn the question or 
issue to be voted upon and in the discretion 
of the peti^u^i^^ro, may embi^ac^e more than one 
count, should the nature of the issue render 
this des^bee.

For convemenee of the members it shall be 
the duty of the General Secreta'! to have this 
amendment primed in such form as will permît 
of its being affixed in the printed conttituilnn 
and rules of the Section.

The second resolution was preseneed 
by Mr. Russell :

Resolved, That the General Secreta^, in his 
discretion, be and he is, hereby authorized to 
appoint one or more Assistant Secretaries to 
aid him in the performanee of his duties.

The third was pretented by Mr. 
Scudder:

Resolved, That the National Commîteee and 
the Ameriaan Section Press Commrnee be and 
the same are hereby dissolved..

Resolved Further, That the Executiee Com
mittee be and the same is hereby authorized 
and empoweeed to appoint any Commheee or 

Commtteees to carry on the work of the Na
tional Commtteee and the American Section 
Press Commttt.ee or to appoint any other Com
mittee or Commi'Kees, which, in its discretion, 
may be deemed necessary to aid in the further
ance of the sectional activtties.

Revived Further, That all papers; lists of 
names or other documenss pertaining to their 
work in the American Section now in the pos
session of the above Commlttees be turned 
over to the General Secretary.

The fourth was preseneed by Mr. 
Scudder:

Restf/Ved, That the hearty thanks of the 
Ameron Section are hereby tendered through 
thei'r del egates here assembled, to our beloved 
President, Mrs. Besant, for her able, pro
gressive and insprrigg address before this Con
vention; and further

Resolved, That its sentiin^^n^ of loyatry to 
high ideals, its firm and positive declara^'nss 
upon topccs now of vital int^^r^^t in our society, 
be com^e^nc^i^d to the serious thought and study 
of our entire membership.

The fifth was preseneed by 
.\/Vcrdal]:

Wh-ijrreas, The Ameriann Section T. S. cov
ers an immense area of country, thus causing 
great distances between Branchess; and

WhRERAS, The society is organized for the 
purpose of doing the most effective work in 
spr'eadn^g the great Truths of The Wisdom 
Religion and their purpose is hindeeed 
thereby; therefoee

Resolved, That it would conserve the interests 
of the Society, were the Ameriann Section dF 
vided into three separate sub-sections accord
ing to the natural topography of the country.

The sixth was presenedd by Mr. 
Hocchner:

Desiring to bring about a more settled 
condition in the American Section, a 
number of membess have assisted in 
formulating the following preambee and 
resolution:

Whereas, We concur with the wish of our 
President that we all work in unity for our be
loved Sodety; and

WhE:^E^aA) The Society’s mission, in her 
words, is "to proclaim and spread abroad The 

Commttt.ee
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osophy, the Divine Wisdom” “through a well 
planned organization, combining complete di
visional liberty with the strength insured by 
attachment to a single centre,” this liberty nat
urally enabling each section to work through 
such channels as contribute to its success; and 

Whereas, In determining the conditions of 
membership, we believe that it is not necessary 
to devise a fixed moral code with per.. • es 
and that, as stated in our President’s recent 
article, “the criminal codes of all countries are 
taken for granted as a foundation on which to 
base our movement”; and

Whereas, In America the cause of Theoso
phy can be promoted only if the Society re
spects wholesome public opinion and encour
ages liberty of thought and action, and if the 
Section and each Branch exercise the right 
voiced by our President “to demand from its 
authorized, or generally recognized exponents 
conformity to a higher moral standard than 
the ordinary one of their time and country”; and

Whereas, The present condition of the Sec
tion necessitates a non-partisan and impersonal 
expression of our attitude on these subjects; 
now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the American Section Theo
sophical Society heartily coincides with the 
statements of our President that “the life of 
the Society depends upon its morality” and 
that “any member who sinks below the rule of 
morality which surrounds him . . . should
surrender his membership, that he may not, for 
his own private view, imperil the position of 
the whole movement in the eyes of those the 
movement is meant to help.”

The Chair then called on the General 
Secretary for his report; this was as 
follows:

GENERAL . SECRETARY’S REPORT.
Brethren of the Convention:

We open this morning the Twenty- 
first Annual Convention of the The
osophical Society in America,*  or the 
American Section T. S., and this Re
port begins, as usual, with the statistics 
of the year from September 1st to 
September 1st.

Only five branches have been char
tered.

*As this is a report, we are not at liberty to change 
the form; but we would call attentiorrto the fact that the 
name given here applies to another Theosophical Society, 
which has no connection with ours, so we cannot agree to 
the term being used in any case, as it is apt to cause con
fusion. The Editor.

NAME. PLACE. DATE.

Oahu Lodge T. S.-(
St. Anthony T. S...
Fremont T. S... .
Lotus T. S.............

Honolulu H. 1.,...
Minneapolis, Minn
Fremont Neb......
Kansas City Mo...
Chicago, 111...........

Oct. 10, 1906
Nov. 27, 1906
Jan. 9. 1907
Mar. 11, 1907
Aug. 21. 1907Hyde Park T. S...

The Wilkesbarre T. S., Wilkesbarre, 
Pa., dissolved in January last. The 
charters of two Branches, the Helena 
T. S. and the Heliotrope Lodge, T.. 
S., both of Helena, Montana, were 
cancelled by the Executive Committee. 
There are now seventy-four Branches 
in the Section.

The number of new members ad
mitted is 328; restored, 22; resigned, 
82; died, 39; dropped from the roll, 
258. Of Branch members there are 
2194; of members at large, 365; total, 
2559. Last year there were 2607, hence 
a loss of 48.

The New York T. S. gave to the 
Olcott Endowment Fund the $38.25 
which would have been expended on 
floral decorations on White Lotus Day, 
and three individuals sent me $17.50 
for that Fund, so that $55.75 have gone 
forward to India.

Our two field-workers have this year 
.covered a notably large part of the 
country. Mr. Hotchner, after labor in 
the East and the middle West, passed 
months on the Pacific Coast, not finish
ing until early in August. Dr. Moore 
also did work in the East and in West
ern States, not recently visited by a 
lecturer, took in the new Branch at 
Fremont, and gave much attention to 
the South-West, also to Denver. For 
the Branch in Fremont we are indebted 
to the painstaking effort of Mrs. Rob
ertson of Chicago Branch. Mr. Hotch
ner resigned his commission on Septem
ber 1st, after three and one-half years 
of arduous work. Missionary work has
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been done by Miss Jacobs and Mr. 
Talbot, and Mr. Lapsley has contineed 
his services to Los Angeles and towns 
near by. Mr. Max Heindel has con
tributed to propaganda in the North
West a striking and unique method. 
His public ¡ectufes are’free, a collec
tion furnishing an insignificant par^t of 
the and are made moi^e at
tractive by music from a pianola and 
by a large collection of magcc-lantern 
slides. All of the above activities have 
received some aid from the Propaganda 
Fund.

You will hear from the Press Com 
mi Mee the remarlabbee enlargement of 
its work, and the fact that this work is 
restricted only by its means. So ex
ceedingly far-reaching and useful is it 
that I felt justified in appropriating 
thereto $200.00 from the Propaganda 
Fund, and was happily able to add 
$150.00 from what is left of the Discre
tionary Fund. It hardly seems that 
this important department is sufim 
ciently madle known to our membess, 
and certainly the resources of the 
Press Committee in no wise approach 
its needs. On Septembrr 14th, Mrs- 
Emma S. Birougham resigned her posi" 
tion as editor of Messenger, whereto 
she had been appointed by the Exec
utive Committee soon after last Con
vention.
. Gifts to the Propaganda Fund were 
greatly enimulaled this year by sendh^g 
to each member-at-large with his dues- 
card a brief appeal that he give some
thing additional to the Fund, the bare 
dues of $1.00 a year being so litHe 
in support of Theosophy. Miany re
sponded, some generously. On the 
other hand,defauttnngs from the pledgees 
made at Convention were never so 
large. There was a surplus from last 

year of $1,113.9-5. We have received 
from donattoes $569.11, from Conven
tion pledges $497.00, from collections 
by the National Committee $119.75, 
and from a legacy by Miss Sara L. 
Bradley $475.00, a total of $2,77481. 
The expenses of our regular iilld- 
workers and other occasional helpers 
were $2,051.55, gift to Press Committee 
$20o.oo, gift to Padhc Coast Committee 
$75.00, printing and furnishing docu
ments for distribution $18.83, other ex
penses 40 cents. The pr^es^nt surplhss 
is $429.03.

The most moa^entuus event of the 
year was, of course, the pa^^n^g away 
of the Presieent-Founeer. In an in
tensely secular age it is a notable event 
when a man in the prime of life, full of 
experience and powess and resources, 
discards all facilities for weatth and 
honors and eedicalds his life to a 
spiritual philosophy discerned to be 
for the regenerating of humanity. This 
Colonel Olcott did, and for thirty-one 
years, with an energy that never slack- 
ened,a persistency which never flagged, 
a faith which never coolh^d, he pushed 
forward the Cause of Theosophy till 
its notes sounded in all lands and its 
Society • stretched from pole to pok. 
Undaunted by poverty or appaeent 
checks or the collapse of trusted co
workers, his self-sacrifice and heroic 
laboss ended only when accident and 
disease made further effort impossible. 
To the thouaands who revered his seir 
vice and loved his personality it is a 
grief that his last months of lffe were 
of physical pain and suffering and 
distrestigg weakness. It would have 
seemed so fitting that the pathway to 
rest should have been painbs^ and 
peaceuul. It was not so to be, and 
relief was felt when the eager wish for 
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freedom was granted and the tired soul 
went on to join the great Colleague 
with whom he had worked so long and 
who was standing ready to welcome 
his coming. It may be that some who 
are here today will witness their ap
pearance in their next incarnation, 
when again hand in hand they shall 
once more head the army of Theoso- 
phists, not then a band but a mighty 
host.

Our Indian brethren rightly saw that 
a memorial to Colonel Olcott was most 
seemly, and, no less rightly, that its 
most fitting form would be a Permanent 
Endowment for the Pariah Schools 
which he was the first to found and 
upon which he spent so much of his 
endeavor. It indeed would keep his 
memory green and ensure for all time 
the continuance of one of the most 
fruitful charities ever planned. I under
stand that the requisite endowment is 
about 260.000.00, and it may be that this 
Convention will take some steps to se
cure pledges from members and to ar
range that every American Theosophist 
shall have opportunity to take grateful 
part.

The figures in the vote of the Sec
tion upon the confirmation of the new 
President were given in Messenger for 
July, but it is proper that they be re
peated here, Convention proceedings being 
the continuous and official record of 
Sectional affairs. For the confirmation 
of Mrs. Besant were cast 1319 votes, 
against it 679, and 10 ballots were in
valid, invalid because the signers did 
not indicate how they wished to vote. 
Somewhat over 500 members, about 
one-fifth of the Section roll, did not 
vote at all. I have never received from 
the acting President any Proclamation 
of the election of the new President, 

and therefore have been unable to 
furnish such to Messenger. Official 
notice appeared in Vahan for August, 
but that did not arrive here until 
August 12th.

In the spring of the year it became 
necessary for the General - Secretary to 
put check to an attempted aggression 
on the rights of the American Section. 
A little group of members of the Gen
eral Council, 5 out of 22, in session at 
Adyar, passed a Resolution that the 
Executive Committee had no power to 
cancel a Branch charter, but could 
only recommend cancellation to the 
President. In my seven years of ser
vice under Mr. Judge, and in my twelve 
years as General Secretary, this power 
had never been questioned by the 
President-Founder, or by any one else 
prior to the above incident, and had 
repeatedly been exercised during these 
nineteen years. Moreover when Colo
nel Olcott was directly asked a year 
ago as to the control of charters by the 
Executive Committee, he replied that 
the Committee during the interval be
tween Conventions had precisely the 
same control as had Convention dur
ing its session. Without any sugges
tion from me, the other members of 
the Executive Committee united in a 
statement that Colonel Olcott’s lan
guage was as I have given it. I there
upon informed the little group at Ad
yar of the-above facts, and notified it 
that its proceedings were disallowed 
and that the Executive Committee of 
the American Section would continue, 
as heretofore, to put an end to Branch 
charters where necessity required.

Two cases very shortly arose. One 
was the Helena T. S', Helena, Montana. 
The Branch h^d sunk to five members, 
and I had long been convinced that it 
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had no other than a paper existenee 
and shouM not be upon our roll. When, 
thereooee, I learned from the Secretary 
that there had been no meeting for sev
eral years and that he did not know 
when another would be held, I invited 
the Executive Committee to cancel the 
charter and to transfer the five remain
ing membess to msmbesship at large, 
which the Committee unanimously did. 
The other case was the Helioroope 
Lodge, also of Helsna. From thirty- 
one msmbets it had sunk to seven, and 
only two of these paid dues for 1907, 
the others being dropped from the roll. 
It would be absurd for two membess to 
hold a charter, and the Executive Com 
miLee unanimously agreed with me that 
the charter should be nannsl|led. In 
each case the Recording Secretary at 
the Adyar Headquarters was at once 
informed’ of the tuppsetsion of the 
Branch by the Committee. In August 
I rsnsived from the new President an 
official communication stating that all 
nanceliation of charte's for other cause 
than a declension of Branch member
ship below seven must be refereed to 
the Prstiesnt. But this is clearly within 
the Presidential rights, and will be the 
guide to my tunnetsor.

Our lessened additions to member
ship and the increased number of res’ig 
nations show the effect of that eisnord 
of opinion and antagon’sm. of feeling 
which all of us have so sadly to lament 
as prevalent in the Section for the last 
fifteen months. Almost more than any 
other organization does the Theosoph
ical Society depend for its success 
upon harmony of sentiment and unity 
of effort. Confroneed with a partial 
paralyi’s, our instant question is as to 
the treatment which shall remove the 
disease and rsttose the vigor. Can one 

be wrong in turmiting that a reversal 
of the nautet producing the disease is 
the only way to sfesnt a cure? It will 
not com^e if no eittinntion is admitted 
between right and wrong, if moral 
principles are siippoecd not binding 
upon Thsotophists, or if the individual 
nontclenee is not nonceded its right to 
ruR; much less can it come while any 
one supposcs himtslf infallblR, inerrant, 
free from mistake in word and act. But 
it may come if each F. T. S. vigorously 
tuppt■etscs concett, dogmatism, pro
scription, the denial of liberty to every 
other, asserting and manifesting the 
spirit of langue freedom, noleaanee, con
ciliation, good will. And come it will 
if the fine, broad sentiments so con
stantly voiced by the late Prstiesnt- 
Founder are echoed by every me^b^er 
of the Society. Then indeed will re 
vive the Thsotophic purpoee and the 
Thsotophic work, and once more will a 
nemented body press forward its mis
sion with enthusi'amm and with success.

I take it that every genuine Ttsoto- 
phist must see in the late President
Founder an exemplar of what genuine 
Theosophy is and effects. Hi’s per
sonal nol-ditiont made pottible that un
reserved esdination of entin time and 
work which to membess with family 
and business obligations, as are most of 
us, cannot be given. But there were 
two resp^e^ct^ in which he is a practica
ble model for every member of the So
ciety. One was the conviction, pe-ms- 
ating every espa-tmsn't of his being 
and transparent to the merest acquaint
ance, that Theosophy is a real thing, 
not an ingenious spenuiation, not an 
abstract intellectual philosophy, not a 
tentative guide in problems of the soul, 
but a correct depiction of human af
fairs, human evolution, the true com-
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pass for actual guidance in life. To 
him it meant an ever-present law, an 
ever-present Duty, an ever-present 
Help, all • of them encompassing the 
entire field of existence in each of the 
three zones which all men successively 
tread. The second was the conviction 
that the Theosophical Society was the 
selected instrument by the Masters 
through which was to be spread through
out the world that exposition of reali
ties, called Theosophy, whereby only 
can human ill be cured and human 
progress to the Divine be made. Now 
it is entirely possible that every Theos- 
ophist in whom these two convictions 
inhere may exemplify them. He can 
sedulously fulfill under Theosophic 
light each of his many obligations, per
sonal, commercial, social; and he can 
sustain the mission of the Theosophical 
Society with all the zeal, effort, time, 
and money which can be spared there
for. Moreover, there is another contri
bution. The genius of the Society is 
in its catholic spirit, its insistence on 
individual liberty, its repudiation of all 
creeds and doctrines and personal devo
tions as tests of membership, its inflex
ible maintenance of Constitutional pro
visions as the safeguard of its life. In 
individual and official defense of all 
these Colonel Olcott stood as a move
less rock. And here again, most espec
ially in eras of turmoil and fever, that 
sturdy figure stands and will ever stand 
as a model for each individual member 
of the Society he founded and so 
loved.

We can see now, after the historic 
record of so many years, the sagacity 
which caused his selection by those 
who planned the work that the Society 
.was to do. We shall show our own sa
gacity if we carefully maintain the
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same characteristics as changeless prin
ciples in the still more varied work 
which must be ours as time goes on and 
the advancing intelligence of the age 
calls for larger activities and more co
pious methods. The year 1907 has car
ried away the familiar form upon which 
we have relied so long, but it has not 
carried away the knowledge of what 
he did or the memory of what he was. 
And I believe that during whatever 
time the Theosophical Society is to en
dure, it will ever find its exemplar and 
its stimulous in its first President, 
Henry Steele Olcott.

Alexander Fullerton,
General Secretary.

The General Secretary also pre
sented the Treasurer’s report, which 
was as follows:

THE TREASURER’S REPORT.
From Sept. \st, 1906, to Sept. 1st, 1907.

RECEIPTS.
Surplus from last year.............    ..$1053.24
Received from Branch fees and dues.... 2342.50 
Received from fees and dues at large.... 414.50
Donations................................................... 5.50
Donation to Adyar.....................................  10.00
Interest on Bank Deposit.......................... 42.59

--------- $3868.33
DISBURSEMENTS,

Remitted to Adyar % fees and dues........ ,$689.00
Remitted to Adyar donation..................... 10.00
Appropriation to Messenger.................  739.70
Appropriation to Theosophist.............. 82.00
Appropriation to Review....................... 78.75
Stenography and typewriting.................... 827.31
Stamps.............................  188.60
Printing Convention Proceedings........... 180.00
Gen. Sec’y’s R. R. expenses to Chicago... 71.00 
Expenses of Counting Committee........ 68.80
Telegrams................................................... 50.86
Printing....................................................... 49.25
Rent of Convention Hall.......................... 35.00
Stationery.................................   24.04
Expenses Committee on Transportation. 8.30 
Incidentals.................................................. 17.41

-------- $3120.02

Surplus on hand...... ............................. $748.31

ALEXANDER FULLERTON,
Treasurer.
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On motion of Miss Mary O’Neill, 
duly seconded, the reports of the Gen
eral Secretary and Treasurer were ac
cepted.

The report on Credentials was then 
read.

On motion of Mr. Russell, duly sec
onded, the report of the Committee 
on Credentials was accepted, the settle
ment of three cases under discussion— 
those of Holyoke, Rochester and Webb 
City—being deferred until recess.

On motion of Mr. Warrington, duly 
seconded, Mrs. Janet B. McGovern was 
elected Permanent Secretary of the 
Convention.

The report of the National Com
mittee, as given by Mrs. Emma S. 
Brougham, was as follows:

This year on account of the condition of the 
Secretary the National Committee has not done 
any work which it is ready to report, and at its 
last meeting held yesterday afternoon, which 
was quite a full meeting, it was moved and 
seconded that the Committee dissolve itself as 
far as it was able to do so, and the former Sec
retary be asked (or ask the Committee complete 
for dismissal,) as the committee wascreated by 
the Convention in 1899. This action was taken 
by the Committee without the knowledge of 
the resolution to be offered, and that resolution 
has been referred to the Committee, and it will 
be most cordially voted for by all the members.

Ti-ie President: Report of the 
American Section Press Committee:

Miss Ada May Krecker then pre
sented the following report of the 
Press Committee:

Expansion marks the pathway of the past 
year’s press work—expansion, be it said, due 
much to your own good gifts rendered us with 
sympathetic bounty by the General Secretary, 
Mr. Fullerton.

Our aim, as hitherto, has been threefold;
(1) to put Theosophy into the American press
(2) to educe the talents of the writers of the 
Section in favor of Theosophical purposes; (3) 
to enlist the sympathy and support of the Sec
tion in general. While we cannot deny that 

there have been heavy handicaps the las*,  
twelvemonth, it is equally undeniable that our 
aims, the first in particular, are having ever 
fuller realization.

Our year opened with a re-arrangement of 
our machinery. The sub-chairmen and the 
division of the Section into geographical fields 
for their respective charges were eliminated; 
and the old standing local committees and 
other helpers anywhere thenceforward formed 
auxiliaries to the committee proper consisting 
of seven ' Chicago residents: Mrs. Havens, 
chairman during the first half of the year; Dr. 
Burnett, chairman during the second half of the 
year, Miss Shanks, Mr. Burnett, Mr. Post, Mr. 
Unger and the secretary. We have been a 
happy, harmonious group; when midsummer 
suspended meetings we hied us to the green
wood in the park for friendly fellowship and 
planning.

Through the columns of The Ti-ieosophic 
Messenger, which were generously opened to 
us as hitherto, helpers were solicited and cor
respondence invited. It was thus that through 
Mr. John MacMillan we secured in the largest 
Sunday paper of Pittsburg a series of five arti- 
ticleson the History of the Theosophical So
ciety, Thought-forms, Thought-Culture, Re
incarnation and Karma. It was thus, through 
Miss Ethel Ingalls, that we secured a real 
friend in the leading English paper of Mexico 
City which has published a number of Theo
sophical articles and also editorials; and it was 
thus that we have found other similar openings 
elsewhere.

In the Messenger suggestions for work ap
peared from time to time and the local com
mittees were urged to have their Branch lec
tures reported in their local papers, to keep 
scrap-books of Theosophical clippings, to find 
local markets for Theosophical writings and to 
place Theosophical books in their local town 
libraries and Theosophical magazines on the 
public reading tables.

The committee proper in Chicago, meantime, 
directed its work into two main channels, the 
rural papers and the metropolitan papers. For 
the country papers we provided five articles, 
each about 2,000 words long. One was a con
densation of Mr. Fullerton’s letters on Theos
ophy, one on Science, investigating the exist
ence of a soul; one on Music forms, one on 
Thought forms, one, Immortality and Re-incar
nation. These were syndicated, one a month, 
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to from three to five hundred rural papers 
each.

For twelve city papers were prepared treat
ises on such themes as the Reality of Fairies 
and Angels, Man’s Many Bodies, There is No 
Death, Purgatory, Have we lived before? 
Where is Heaven? Cause and Effect in 
Human Careers, Destiny of the Human Race, 
The Meaning of Be Ye Perfect, The Similarity 
of all Religions, Thoughts and Things and 
How. In addition to these one of the largest 
Sunday papers of the United States, with a 
circulation of over 250,000, has published 
throughout the year about 15 articles running 
from 1800 to 3,000 words in length. From this 
paper these have been syndicated each to 
about six other leading papers, making a total 
circulation of many hundreds of thousands. 
The subjects included Science Reviving Al
chemy, the Dematerialization of Matter, Occult 
Teachings of the Secret Doctrine verified by 
Science, Re-incarnation championed by Prof. 
McTaggert of Cambridge; the Current Wave 
of Occult Thought and Theosophy as its 
largest expression. In this same newspaper 
has also appeared a weekly column presenting 
Theosophical ideals of ethics, and from the 
syndicate department of this paper have been 
issued for ten months of the year a daily para
graph inculcating Theosophical ethics.

Although newspapers have offered the 
largest and readiest channel for us, yet we 
look also to the magazines, popular, scientific, 
religious. Some months ago a well-known pe
riodical published an article on the occult and 
invisible world written by a trained pen but 
evidently with slight knowledge on the topic 
Another prominent periodical recently handled 
Reincarnation in much the same manner. That 
Theosophical themes are not out of demand 
is evidenced by the mere publication of these 
sketches. But how different the effect had 
they been treated by some one equipped with 
the Theosophical teachings. More especially 
however do we covet place in the more serious 
reviews whose readers are the fountains whence 
flow the streams of the best American thought. 
To that end four essays have been'outlined and 
are under way. There are also in incipiency 
writings for the children, stories'for children 
and ideas for supplanting our present Sunday 
comics with more refined and helpful amuse
ment, with the doings of the thought fairies 
and like fancies.

Many plans have lain dormant for want of 
means to make them physical realities. Money 
has been our one most pressing need. We 
cannot go further than our purse strings can 
carry us.

Besides money we need workers, chiefly, 
writers; secondly, such sympathizers as can 
aid in placing our writings in the Press; and 
lastly, research workers who can supply us 
with data on such themes as scientific proofs 
and parallels of Theosophy, or Theosophical 
clippings from current literature, or their find
ings on Reincarnation and Karma or other 
study topics. Miss Harriet P. Hurlburt has 
furnished us a list of about two hundred books 
and periodicals of 1906 containing matter of 
Theosophical interest.

The field is verily limitless, circumscribed 
only by our capacities. Not an event or a dis
covery, not a faith or a fact, but invites Theo
sophical interpretation. We Theosophists can 
give this and through the Press we gain our 
largest hearing. The revered President-Foun
der of the Theosophical Society, sent as his 
message to the press committee parliament 
¡ast year: “Tell them that one good journalist 
is worth a hundred platform speakers.”

Grateful indeed we are to you all for past 
generosities, good-will, interest, your any help, 
and right heartily we hope for yet larger sup
port in the coming year. We are grateful in
deed to you all, and in particular to the editor 
of The Ti-ieosophic Messenger, Mrs. 
Emma S. Brougham, for the ample space in 
her columns; to the American Section General 
Secretary, Mr. Alexander Fullerton, for his 
sympathy, liberality, appreciation; to the re
nowned President of our Society, Mrs. Annie 
Besant, whose books have been the direct 
basis for many of our writings, and, beyond 
and above all others, to those High Helpers of 
Humanity in whose lowliest service we would 
fain ply our energies.

Ada May Krecker,
Secretary A. S. P. Committee.

On motion, duly seconded, the re
port of the Press Committee was 
adopted.

Mr. Ransom H. Randall: The Auditing 
Committee reported that they had found the 
accounts of the Treasurer correct, signed by 
Ransom H. Randall and Edwin B. Catlin. The 
other member of the Committee did not make 
his appearance.
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On motion, duly seconded, the re
port of the Auditing Committee was 
adopted.

Secretary McGovern then read the 
following telegram:

Greetings to the President and the Conven
tion. We deeply regret that sickness prevents 
our being with you. May Wisdom guide and 
may peace and harmony attend your delibera
tions. May every member hold the good of 
Theosophy and of the Theosophical movement 
above everything save right and conscience.

Elizabeth M. Ci-iidester, 
Arthur M. Chidester, 
Davitt D. Chidester,

. Philadelphia. ’
Also a cablegram from Mr. Fricke of 

the Dutch Section:
“Dutch Section sends greetings.”
An earnest plea was made by the 

General Secretary for financial contri
butions in behalf of a Theosophical 
family in destitute circumstances.

Adjournment for luncheon.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

After Mr. Greenleaf, the Chairman 
of the Committee on Credentials, had 
presented the decision of his Com
mittee on the three cases hereinbefore 
referred to, Mr. Warrington presented 
the report of the Committee on Reso
lutions, as follows: '

The Committee on Resolutions pre
sented a unanimously favorable report 
on the adoption of all the Resolutions 
except those presented by Mr. Hotch- 
ner and Mrs. Wardall. Mrs. Wardall 
made some remarks explaining her 
Resolution and then withdrew it. Mr. 
Hotchner suggested that the opinion 
of the Convention be obtained as to 
whether the Resolutions should be 
taken up seriatim oï en bloc.

Miss O’Neill then moved that the re- 
. port of the Committee on Resolutions 

be accepted as offered. Motion sec

onded. Mr. Knothe dissented from 
this, on the ground that the Resolu
tions contained diversified matter.

Mr. Fuller moved as an amendment 
to Miss O’Neill’s motion that the re
port of the Committee approving cer
tain Resolutions be adopted en bloc, 

leaving the sole remaining resolution 
offered by Mr, Hotchner open for dis
cussion. Motion seconded.

Judge James moved, as a substitute, 
that the Resolutions favorably reported 
on by the Committee be discussed 
seriatim. Motion seconded. Miss O’
Neill moved to table the substitute.

The Chair called attention to the faGt 
that several motionshad been presented 
and that they must be considered one 
at a time in their proper order.

Mr. Fuller’s amendment was then 
considered. Raising of hands appar
ently showed that the amendment was 
carried by a large majority.

Dr. E. M. H. Moore then called for 
a poll which the Chair stated could not 
be given unless there was a fairly even 
vote, for the reason that its grant would 
seriously delay the transaction of busi
ness of the Convention.

Eleven delegates were counted in 
favor of a poll and these delegates were 
found to represent thirty-five votes. A 
large majority was found to be against 
taking the poll, and the decision of the 
Chair was made accordingly.

The adoption of the amendment of 
Mr. Fuller rendered unnecessary the 
consideration of the motion by Judge 
James.

Miss O’Neill then moved that the 
adverse report of the Committee on 
Mr. Hotchner’s Resolution be adopted. 
Motion seconded.

This report was as follows:
While in itself it seems unobjectionable it 
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tends to raise the same issues which have 
caused recent dissensions in the Society.

The Chair then directed that Mr. 
Hotchner’s resolution be re-read.

The Chair called attention to the. 
latter part of the Resolution in which 
she was quoted in part, and then read 
in full the passage which was omitted.

The vote was then taken on Miss 
O’Neill's motion that the adverse re
port of the Committee on Mr. Hotch
ner’s Resolution be adopted. Motion 
was carried by a large majority.

Under the head of unfinished busi
ness Mr. Warrington explained that the 
Convention of 1906 had appointed Judge 
James, Mr. Knothe and himself as a 
Committee to look into the question of 
Incorporation of the American Section. 
The Committee submitted an adverse 
report, which, o'n motion of Mr. Scud
der, was accepted. The Committee 
was discharged.

The Chair then called for the report 
of the Committee on Nominations. 
Dr. George F. James submitted the fol
lowing recommendations which, he 
stated, had been adopted unanimously 
by the Committee. They were as 
follows:

General Secretary—Dr. Weller Van 
Hook.

Members of the Executive Com
mittee—F. J. King, Illinois; A. P. War
rington, Virginia; J. IT. Carnes, District 
of Columbia; Mrs. Mary Stempel, Cal
ifornia.

Remarks by Mr. Knothe nominating 
another ticket.

Mr. Warrington and Miss O’Neill 
each made some remarks in support of 
the candidacy of Dr. Van Hook. Mr. 
W. F. E. Gurley spoke against the can
didacy of Dr. Van Hook.

Mr. Scudder asked if Mr. Fullerton 
accepted the nomination.

The Chair replied: “Yes, I asked 
him.”

Mr. Scudder then moved the previous 
question, the motion was seconded and 
upon a vote being taken was carried.

Miss O’Neill asked for a roll-call, and 
the Chair requested that Messrs. War
rington and Hotchner serve as tellers. 
This request was complied with by 
them.

Prior to the .calling of the roll, Mr. 
Hotchner asked the following question 
of Mr. Fullerton: “I should like to ask 
^Mr. Fullerton if he is in harmony with 
Mrs. Besant’s policy, as so far outlined.” 
A Mr. Fullerton replied: “Not at all. 
I am with Mrs. Besant most heartily in 
one thing, that there never shall be a 
moral code imposed op the Theosoph
ical Society, but otherwise I do not re
call any points in common.”

• The roll was then called and the 
Chair announced the following result:

Dr. Weller Van Hook 198 votes.
Alexander Fullerton 69 votes.
Dr. Van Hook was declared elected 

by the Chair as the General Secretary 
of the American Section.

The Chair then asked permission to 
read a resolution which had been 
handed in by Mr. Warrington. This 
was as follows:

Resolved, “That this Section remembering 
Mr. Fullerton’s long services to the movement in 
America, especially during the sesession which 
almost destroyed it, begs him to accept, on his 
ceasing to be General Secretary,.the assurance 
of their affection, apart from all questions 
which have of late divided them.

The Resolution was unanimously 
adopted by a rising vote.

Mr. H. H. Fuller moved the adoption 
of the report of the Committee on 
Nominations relative to the Executive 
Committee. Motion was seconded.

Mr. Knothe suggested that the same 
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vote be counted for Executive Com
mittee as given the General Secretary. 
Upon a vote being taken the Execu
tive Committee as nominated was de
clared by the Chair elected.

The Chair called for reports of Fed
eration and Field Workers. Dr. E. M. 
H. Moore responded and later submit
ted the following report: 
Report of Dr. Eleanor M. Hiestand- 

Moore upon Field Work, 1906-7. 
Madame President and Members of the Ex- 

eczitive Committee :
Concerning the work done by me in the field 

of the American Section T. S., I desire to re
port as follows:

During my appointment at Chicago,between 
September 20 and December 3, 1906, I de
livered twelve public lectures in the Head
quarters of the Chicago T.S., conducted twelve 
public question meetings, twelve class meet
ings for beginners, and presented a course of 
eight lectures on physiology and psychology.

During the months of December, 1906, and 
January, 1907, I was stationed in New York, 
The work as arranged included only two public 
lectures, but I conducted weekly five meetings 
for study and discussion, including a public 
question meeting, a class in physiology and a 
class in the critical study of the manual 
“Karma.”

During February and March, 1907, in Phila
delphia, I gave nine public lectures, and nine 
lectures to members only, conducted nine ques
tion meetings and nine weekly class meetings, 
respectively, of a beginners’ class, a new mem
bers class and a class for advanced students.

During April, 1907, I visited Lincoln, Neb., 
and remained there one week, giving one pub
lic lecture and holding three parlor meetings 
open to the public, two meetings for inquirers 
and two class meetings for members.

During the month between April 15 and May 
15, 1907, I visited the Denver T. S., and gave 
each week three public lectures. I conducted 
in Denver, also, a weekly question meeting, a 
class for beginners and a members’study class.

At the close of my Denver appointment I 
visited St. Joseph, Mo., and conducted three 
parlor lectures weekly and two classes weekly 
,(May 16 to June 3).

During the week of June 3 to June 11 I vis

ited the Lotus T. S., of Kansas City, Mo., and 
gave five informal talks to members and t 
friends.

My next appointment was with the Webb 
City (Mo.) T. S. During ten days’ visit (June 
11 to June 21) I gave four public parlor meet
ings in Webb City, two public lectures in Jop
lin and held three public question meetings in 
Joplin.

Returning to the north again, I visited Fre
mont, Neb., and, during a ten days’ sojourn 
(June 21 to July 1), 1 held twenty meetings for 
members and friends. No public lectures were 
given in Fremont.

From Fremont I proceeded again to Lincoln 
and gave two parlor lectures and held a public 
question meeting. On July 10 I proceeded to 
Denver, where a month's vacation was allowed 
me, according to the usual custom.

On August 11,1 resumed my work again with 
the Denver T. S. The program arranged for 
the month, dating from August 11 to Septem
ber 9, included five public lectures, five ques
tion meetings, five class meetings, five lectures 
to beginners and four sessions of a class for 
the study of The Bhagavad Gita, On Septem
ber 9, I closed my work in Denver and pro
ceeded to Chicago.

My work in the field has been especially 
directed to the organization of classes for the 
study of Theosophy and to the training of those 
classes in such methods of research as 1 have 
found especially helpful. The outcome of this 
work has already been reported by the Branch 
secretaries.

As my contract with the Executive Commit
tee expired by limitation at this convention of 
the American Section, according to previous 
notice given to the retiring General Secretary 
of the American Section, I beg leave to tender 
my resignation from the Field in the United 
States.

Respectfully submitted, 
Eleanor M. Hiestand-Moore.

Miss O’Neill then moved that, “This 
Convention heartily endorses the rein
statement of Mr. Jinarajadasa to mem
bership in the Theosophical Society.” 
Motion seconded.

Mr. Hotchner moved that Miss O’
Neill’s motion be laid on the table. 
Mr. Hotchner’s motion was seconded, 
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but being put by the Chair was declared 
lost.

Miss O’Neill’s motion was then put 
and declared carried by the Chair.

Under the head of new business Mr. 
A. G. Horwood suggested that the Ex
ecutive Committee be directed to take 
up and consider the question of formu
lating rules for the purpose of making 
more definite and certain in the future, 
matters involved in the appointment of 
delegates and proxies.

The Chair asked if there was any ob
jection, and there being none, stated 
that it would be considered a direction.

The President:—We have now reached 
the end of this Convention. You may permit 
me, perhaps, as presiding over it, to congratu
late you that, in the midst of warm feeling and 
a strong clinging on each side to the principles 
of the two parties into which the Section has 
been largely divided, the meeting has on the 
whole gone so peaceably, so smoothly, as really 
to be a credit to the American Section in the 
fashion in which the parties have discussed the 
matters that have divided them. Now that the 
matter is settled for another year, may I, as 
President of this Society, beg that you will 
strive to co.-operate, so far as your principles 
and consciences permit, the one with the other; 
and that where you cannot agree, there you 
will take the wise course of each going his own 
way according to his conscience and his sense 
of right; that you will realize that within the 
limits of this Society; there is place for every 
view, place for every opinion, and that all, 
men and women, have an equal right to speak 
for that which they believe to be best, to pro
test against that which they believe to be mis
chievous. It is not by holding principles 
loosely that our Society will make progress in 
the future; but by holding principles firmly, by 
expressing them openly, but without hatred, 
antagonism or evil speaking, each striving to 
serve the Masters in his own way, and giving 
his brother credit for equal sincerity of motive, 
equal desire to serve. If we were only a so
ciety of a moment, then it would matter less 
that there should be no differences of opinion 
among us. Some of you may think those dif
ferences are evil. Will you allow me to say 

that I think they are very good? If any one 
view were held by the whole Society and en
forced by it, it is quite possible that in future 
ages, when knowledge is wider, when informa
tion is more complete, that it would be found 
the Society had lost because it had not ex
pressed also another view of truth. There is 
great significance in the old fable of the two 
men whozsaw a shield, one side of which was 
silver and the other gold. One man declared 
the shield was silver; the other swore it was 
golden; and they fell almost to blows about 
the question, until a passer-by explained that 
on one side it was gold and on the other silver. 
And truth is many-faced, though one in essence. 
No one of us is great enough to see every side 
of truth. No one of us is strong enough to 
hold the whole of truth within his feeble hands- 
Your brother may see a truth which you do not 
see, which is really complementary to your 
own. The free expression of it enriches you. It 
ought not to offend you. And the most op
posed truths on this planet will often find their 
blending, their reconciliation, on the higher 
plane where spirit beyond the intelligence and 
the reason, can see all which the intellect can 
only express in paradox and by opposition. 
On one point ^almost all agree, 1 will not say 
all, for there are members of this Society with 
full right of membership, who may not even 
believe in the“ existence of those whom many 
of us regard as objects of the highest rever
ence,—the Masters of the Great White Lodge. 
They have their right of membership as much 
as any others,—their full right of expression as 
much as those who assert it. The great major
ity of you, however, probably believe in their 
existence. To those I say: If you strive to serve 
them honestly, sincerely, with your best reason, 
your best conscience, then, though you maybe 
in error as to a fact, your heart is right, and is on 
the pathway of truth, and inevitably you shall 
find it, even though it be by mistakes, which 
you afterwards may recognize. They have 
need of every service that each one can render. 
They are not so petty that they cannot reach 
out hands to those that oppose each other down 
here, and find some service which each is able 
to render to the other. One of the virtues of 
the disciple is tolerance,—being able to see 
the point of view of another, being able to 
recognize how the world looks through another 
man’s eyes, and always remembering that the 
man who is honest is a servant of truth, no 



24 THE THEOSOPHIC MESSENGER

matter how much he may be confused in the 
way his tongue may happen to express his 
ideas. Let us then join in the service of the 
Masters without laying down the line which 
that service must take. Realize that in many 
ways Their work may be done, and that it is 
not for you nor for me to dictate along what 
path a man shall walk as he seeks the eternal 
truth. Tolerance, willingness to listen, willing
ness to re-study a complicated question, this is 
the wisdom of every member of the Theosoph 
ical Society. And in the year that lies before- 
you, if you cannot agree, say, in a branch, on 
any point that has divided our minds here, far 
better to separate into two branches and let 
each branch work along its own line, than to 
paralyze the whole of your work by continued 
questions of difficulty and dispute. There is 
room for all, room for each, and my last word 
in this Convention is a pleading that you should 
try to remember that the truth you serve is 
greater than your conception of it; that the 
Masters we strive to follow are mightier than 
any thought of ours that tries to picture 
Them. It does not grieve Them that we disa
gree; it does not grieve them that we think 
differently. The only thing that grieves Them 
is when the word of love is forgotten, and 
when hate throws into bitter antagonism those 
whom unity of purpose, at least, should make 
charitable to each other. Judge your own lives, 
live Theosophy, and if you will judge your
selves and live Theosophy you will have no 
time to judge your neighbor, nor to say that his 
Theosophy is not yours. That is the way in 
which They may be served. And there is one 
great word I would leave with you, taken from 
an ancient Egyptian scripture, which says that 
the Self finds his own way according to the 
Word; and what is the Word? Each one of 
you has his own Word, syllabled out by his own 
development and his own character, and the 
Self in you chooses and makes his own path, 
according to the Word through which his 
lower vehicles he is trying to syllable out in 
his world of manifestation. Seek, then, your 
own Word. You have the right and the duty. 
Arid if you caunot understand another’s Word, 
then let him speak it none the less; and in days 
to come, that which has seemed a discord will 
turn out to be a richer harmony, just as some 
f the most magnificent chords of the musi- 
ian are made not of accords only but also of 

dissonances, that in the resolution of the chord 
make richer harmony and fuller tones. (Ap
plause.)

I declare the Convention adjourned.

PUBLIC ACTIVITIES.
Preceding the Convention and im

mediately following it, the public of 
Chicago, as well as the members of the 
Theosophical Society, had the oppor
tunity of hearing several lectures by 
Mrs. Besant. Of these, three were de
livered in Orchestra Hall and one in 
Kimball Hall.

On the evenings of September 13th, 
14th, and 15th the lectures were given 
in Orchestra Hall, the first lecture 
being on “Psychism and Spirituality” 
the second on “The Place of Masters 
in Religions” and the third on “The 
Value of Theosophy in the World of 
Thought.” All of these lectures were 
well attended, and evidently appreci
ated by the public as well as by the 
members of the Society who were pre
sent. The third lecture however that 
in regard to the value of Theosophy in 
the world of thought, was apparently 
most popular with the public. The 
large audience which listened to it fre
quently interrupted the speaker with 
enthusiastic applause when she pointed 
out the benefit of the practical appli
cation of Theosophy to the problems 
of the day—problems, religious 
scientific, educational and civic with 
which every thinking man and, woman 
is grappling. Never has what may be 
called the “practical” side of Theosophy 
been more ably or more forcefully pre
sented.

The practicality of Theosophy of the 
application of its ideals to mundane 
problems—was also well illustra
ted in the lecture which Mrs. Besant 
delivered in Kimball Hall, on Septem
ber 17th. This most interesting lecture 
was on “Theosophical work in India” 
showing how Theosophy had been ap*  
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plied to the knotty problem of educa
tion in India and Ceylon, and the suc
cess with which the effort had been 
attended. The lecture was illustrated 
by stereopticon views, showing differ
ent buildings .of the Central Hindu 
College and other educational institu
tions in India, which owe their incep
tion to the efforts of the Theosophical 
workers. Mrs. Besant paid a touching 
tribute to Colonel Olcott’s work in 
connection with the Buddhist schools 
in Ceylon and the Pariah schools in 
India.

This lecture, the proceeds of which 
are to go to the educational fund in 
India was most popular with the large 
audience which heard it—Kimball 
hall being filled to the doors.

On the whole, the newspapers have 
given favorable reports of Mrs. Besant’s 
lectures, and the public has been ap
preciative of the fact that common
sense and asense of humor are factors 
which have a prominent place in the 
mental constitution of the President of 
the Theosophical Society.

Two Post7Convention Question meet
ings were held by Mrs. Besant. One 
on Tuesday afternoon for members 
only, and one on Wednesday after
noon for both members and non-mem- 
bers

At both meetings, which were well 
attended many interesting questions 
were asked and answered.

“Look not mournfully into the past 
It comes not back again. Wisely 
Improve the present, It is thine.
Go forth to meet the shadowy future 
Without fear and with a manly heart.”

—From over a Church door in the Tyrolese 
Mountains,

Notes from the General Secretary
The Theosophist^ improved by Col. Ol

cott a short time before his death, is 
n.ow edited by Mrs. Besant, who has 
still further plans for its development.

The October number, which begins 
the new volume, is to have 96 pages. 
It will contain:

From the Editor; Presidential Address to 
the American Convention; The Wisdom Reli
gion in Ireland, by J. H. Cousins; The Gnosis 
of the Super-physical Worlds, by Dr. Ru
dolf Steiner; Nature Spirits, by C. W. Lead- 
beater; Echoes from the Past, etc., etc.

Articles in November: From the Editor; 
The Value of Happiness, by Annie Besant; 
The. Disciple, a Story of a White Magician, by 
Mabel Collins; Theosophy and Art, by Clif
ford Bax; Metaphysical Questions, by P. 
Srinavasa Iyengar; Continuation of the ar
ticles by Dr. Rudolf Steiner and C. W. 
Leadbeater; etc., etc.

In January and the succeeding months will 
appear: Some Researches in Occult Chem
istry, by Annie Besant.

As the Theosophist is the official pub
lication of the President and will con
tain matter of the greatest importance 
to all members of the Society through
out the whole world, it is earnestly 
hoped that members will subscribe for 
the magazine and keep it on file.

The subscription price is ¿3.00, which 
may be sent to the Theosophist office, 
Madras, S. India, or to Mrs. Minnie C. 
Holbrook, 1054 Walnut St., Newton 
Highlands, Mass.

Mrs. Besant permits us to announce 
that, if present plans are carried out, 
she will arrive in California about 
August 10th, 1908, and lecture in Amer
ica until about November first.

A lecture tour of Australian cities 
will precede her visit to America next 
year.

The need of funds for propaganda is
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pressing. The sum at our disposal is 
low and all are urged to make
as generous contributions as their 
means permit.

3 Mrs. Laura A. Randall, 1150 Central 
Avenue, Wlllmerne, Ill., has charge of 
the Propaganda Fund. >

Members are requeseed to notify the 
General Svnrvtary of changes of ad- 
erett. Please write very plainly.

Mrs. Besant’s Convention lectures: 
"Psychism and Spi-rituaiity,” "The
Place of Mastess in Religions," "The 
Value of Theosophy in the World'of 
Thought,” "Theosophical Work in In
dia," as well as "Questions and An
swers," were taken in short-hand and 
corrected by the author. The copy has 
been put in the hands of linotype oper
ators, and the entire galley proof was 
submitted for correction in four days. 
The press-work and}binding are being 
done with corresponding promptitude 
by a large establishment, and will, it is 
believed, be so far advanced that publi
cation in book form can take place 
about Nov. I. The work will be of 
about the same appearance as “Theo
sophy and the New Psychology.” The 
price of the book will be one dollar, 
which covers postage in America. Sub
scriptions should be sent at once to the 
General Secretary, together with the 
subscription pnee. The volume will 
be mailed at the earlîest possible mo
ment in the order in which subscrip
tions are received.

Small souvenirs of a double picture 
of Mrs. Berant can be obtained of Mrs. 
Dora Rosner, 1001 Oak street, San Fran
cisco.

The artistic reproduction of Mrs. 
E^^^a^nt’ picture, which goes out with 
this number of The MEessenger, is from 
a negative by Cox, who, by many, is 
considered Chicago’s foremost photo
graphic artist. Our reproduction well 
men's pvrmanent framing.

The large original prints may be had 
by application to nhvThvotophical Book 
Concern.

Weller VanHook, Gen. Sec'y.,

103 S'taee St., Chicago, Ill.

PRESIDENT’S TRAVELING FUND

To the Editor of the Ttlvotophic Mes
senger. '
When our late President was on his 

death—bed, he spoke to me about the 
trouble he had found in traveling, 
while preforming his presidential du’ 
ties, and the difficulty of asking each 
country to meet his traveling expen
ses. He begged me to form a Prsti- 
dent's Traveling Fund, to which might 
be sent contributions from Sections, as 
Sectional gifts, or from indnik^i^^’, 
who civtired inevpvnevntly to help the 
work in this way. .

I therefore vttabl-th such a fund at 
the Society’ Headquarters, Adyar, 
Madras, Inda, all contributions to 
be rvmttted to the Trsaturvr of the T. 
S. at that address. The account will be 
annually audited, with those of the T. 
S. generally, and the balanee of one 
year narrivd over to the next.

Annie Besant, P. T. S.

Don’ waste time in talkrng. Mani
fest your Thought in Action, rather 
than in words. Then you’ll prove that 
they were really T'h-oughte, and not 

1 merely Thinks.—W. W. Atkissnn.
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A letter from Mr. Knothe
To The Editor'.

While fully appreciating the impor
tance and right of each individual to 
decide his own affairs for himself, one 
may nevertheless, with perfect regard 
for the proprieties, offer suggestions 
when a line of conduct or a course of 
action applies equally to a number of 
people. It is in this spirit that the fol
lowing suggestions are offered.

There are many F. T. S. in the 
American Section at present who not 
being in close touch with affairs, may 
be somewhat puzzled because of the 
outcome of the recent Convention and 
who therefore will not resent having 
placed before them the course that will 
be followed by certain types of mem
bers in this section.

First, there are those members who 
have very clearly defined ideas as to 
the issues that are pending, and who 
are not wavering for a moment in their 
allegiance to principle as they conceive 
it, who accept the change of the Sec
tional officials with equanimity and 
are very disposed to co-operate with 
these officials in all that tends to up
hold the broad principles of Theoso
phy. Where such members are con
nected with harmonious Branches they 
purpose continuing their membership 
and using their best efforts for the 
Cause as they have heretofore done. 
Where they are not in harmony with 
their Branches and feel that they can
not work profitably or congenially in 
them that they will withdraw from 
such a Branch, and if they can asso
ciate themselves with six or more 
other members will form a new Branch, 
or if a sufficient member is not avail

able to form such a new Branch, then 
to hold together as a center for a time, 
or they will join such branches as the 
New York; Philadelphia; Lima, Ohio; 
Hyde Park, (Chicago, Illinois;) Lotus, 
(Kansas City, Missouri;) Webb City, 
Missouri; or Golden Gate (San Francis
co, California;) even though the Bran
ches chosen for affiliation be very re
mote from their own homes, it being 
unquestionably more important that 
members have harmonious Branch re
lations than that they live isolated in 
their local Branches, and perhaps be
come embittered and then drop out of 
the T. S. entirely.

Second, there are members at large 

who wish to identify themselves more 
closely with those members of the Sec
tion who stand for essentially the same 
things as themselves, who will seek 
transference to some one of the Bran
ches mentioned above, so that they 
will thus feel less isolation and at the 
same time unite themselves with those 
with whom they are in accord. Again 
remoteness from a given Branch will 
not count as against congeniality of 
interests.

Third, there are those who feel so 
bruised and sore that no arguments will 
prevail with them and they will leave 
the Society entirely. It is hoped 
that this number will be very small, 
and that the decision so to act willonly 
be made after very calm and mature 
deliberation. Decision in a serious 
matter is never wise under stress of ex
citement.

If, however, there are those who feel 
that they cannot consistently remain in 
the Society, and if they continue to 
feel strong opposition to the prevailing 
officials, it were better for their own 
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well-being, as also for the Section, that' 
such members withdraw from the So
ciety, for a time, at least.

These suggestions as to the probable 
course of action of some members of 
the American Section are given, so 
that changes that members may make 
will not be misconstrued, the various 
plans of action having for their aim a 
constructive and not a destructive ef
fect. The purpose in mind is to em
phasize the common ground of Theo
sophy, which is unchanging and on 
which all may stand together, and to 
make little of the personal equation 
which is an ever changing quantity.

I am confident that some of the pres
ent officials of this Section are aware 
of my good faith in submitting the 
above, and that they feel satisfied that 
I make no idle utterance when I offer 
to them whatever small aid 1 can give, 
in bringing about a more stable and 
harmonious condition of this Section. 
I assure them that I will heartily co
operate in all commendable plans and 
works, while on the other hand I shall 
not impetuously assail them for errors 
of omission, appreciating the many dif
ficulties confronting them.

I am very willing to devote leisure 
time formerly given to official duties in 
the T. S. to such members as would 
wish to correspond with me on any 
matters which they may think mutually 
profitable or of value to the cause of 
Theosophy. Fraternally,

Frank F.. Knothe, 
Ridgewood, N. J.

“The things that are seen are tem
poral, but the things that are not seen 
are eternal.”

Abstract off Reports From Branches.
Syracuse T. S. has little to report. Two 

members have dropped out during the year 
and one was added, the membership now being 
seven. An open meeting is held weekly, and 
Esoteric Christianity is studied.

Colorado T. S. has passed its first year in 
quiet study, gaining two members, losing two 
others, and having seven as at first. No public 
work has been undertaken, but the Class has 
had several visitors and its meetings have been 
much enjoyed.

Montreal T. S. has gained one member, 
and now has twelve. Early in the year the 
Branch met for study in the private house of 
a member, with average attendance of five, but 
in April took a hall and holds two public meet
ings a week with address and questions. The 
result is very encouraging; considerable inter
est has been aroused, and the average attend
ance is thirty.

Lima T. S. has studied The Ancient Wisdom 
at its weekly meetings for the last year. Mr. 
Hotchner’s visit of two weeks, which included 
four public lectures and five to members only, 
was.greatly valued. The Branch work through 
the year has been faithful and quiet and har
monious.

Philadelphia T. S. has had a good'year in 
all of its departments. It has gained sixteen 
members and lost six, the membership now 
being one hundred and twelve. The Library 
has been increased by the new Theosophical 
publications, and the circulation has been sat
isfactorily active, non-members enjoying its 
privileges. The Thursday evening Branch meet
ing was well attended by those studying A 
Study in Consciousness ; there have been held- 
an H. P. B. Training Class and two Beginners 
Classes, one of them studying The Ancient 
Wisdom. Well-attended public meetings were 
held on Sunday evenings, with papers or lect
ures. During February and March Dr. Eleanor 
M. H. Moore lectured, giving two courses, one 
on Sunday afternoons for members only, one 
on Sunday evenings for the public. The Branch 
records both growth and increased interest, 
also a continuation of its previous unity.
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Alpha T,. S. has held regular' meetings on 
Sunday afternoon, with good attendance of 
membei^s and visitors. An H. P. B. Training 
Gass ir held on Thursday evenings, provmg 
interestnng and helpful. Dr. Schermehhorn’s 
lectures in May were most inspiring. The 
year’s work has been nncouragmg, and plans 
for larger activates are being formed for next 
year.

Boston T. S. has a membership of one hun
dred. The usual activates have been carried 
on. Thirty-three pubiic Sunday evening meett 
ings have been held, the first Sunday of each 
month being devoted to a General Question 
meeting, whereto the publte is invked to con
tribute written questions. On the third Sunday 
a brief outlh^e of a given subject has been pre
sented, fohowed by a general discussoon. 
Thirty-five Wednssayy evening meetings have 
been held for members. During the fi^^t half 
of the year different subjecis were presented 
and a general discussonn followed; during the 
latter half of the year members’meetings were 
devoted to the study of Hints in the Study of the 
Bhagavad Gita. The pubite Study Class meets 
on Friday evening, and there have been studied 
The Key to Theosophy and Questions from 
Vahan. Mr. Hotehnor’s visit in March in
cluded three lectures to the pubicc and four to 
mem^er^s, all of great interest and value.

Victoria T. S. has had a very quiet year. 
No public meetings were held. but the Study 
Oass was and the member^s held
together harmoniously. The subject for study 
was Thought Power, Its Control and CWtum. 
MemberhPp remams the same.

Englewood White Lodge has completed 
a most successful year, the membership in
creasing from thirty-five to fifty-one, three being 
lost by transter. The Lodge has had with it 
almost constantiy since last Conventim Mr. S. 
G. Pandit of Bombay, who gave on Sunday 
afternoon during October and November a 
pubicc tectm, and on Thursday evening a 
course of lectures on The P)Zanr/aIy Chain. 
Later he conducted Classes in Thee Secret Doc
trine, gave lectuees in Voga, and a course in 
Esoteric Christianity. The Lodge has not been 
closed during summer, being a Begm-
ners’ Oass on Wednsdaay mormng, regu^r 
Branch meeting on Thursday evening, and a 
Secret D?hc7rrnc Class on Sunday afternoon.

Brooklyn T. S. has a membership of thir
teen. From October to June a meeting was 
held every Sunday evening. and the subject of 
study t^h^i^OA^i^h the year was The General 
Theory of Evolution from Both Scientffcc and 
Theosoph/cc Standponnis. ^i^an^h mem^^r^s 
prerented short papers on topics assigned 
them, being foiowed by Siscusstons in which 
nhn-mnmbei^s could take part. Every Soui 
weeks there was a longer paper summarizing 
recent work, and once a month a public lect
ure. Among the lecturers were Mr. A., R, 
Webb, Mo. George L. Coffin, Dr. Mooe, Mi-. 
HoichrrI and others.

Holyoke T. S. has suspended three and 
admitted nine; present membership Shrty-one. 
Activates have been study in The Path oSDIs- 
cipeeshpp and The Artral Plane each Sunday 
at Headqaorters. The call for T. S. ltterature 
has been greater than in any prevteus year. 
and bids fair for greater work in the year to 
come. Groups of individuals in adjo-mng 
towns have been quietiy reading and studying, 
and we hope they will devetep into regu^r 
study centers and rvrntually into chartered 
Branches.

San Francscco Lodge granted six demits, 
elected six new membei^s, admated four on de
mit, dropped twenty-two, and now hau fifty- 
three. On Augutt 7th it took pi)srnsuii>n of itu 
new Headquorters, 1001 Oak street, having 
been burned out during the great fire of Apri 1 
18th and losing everything it owned. Its Li
brary of 1,000 books war then destroyed, but 
has been re-established, and now cortlins 107, 
some bought, some given. It ir being con
stantly added to and iu a most valuabte ad
junct. Most of the activates brought to a rum- 
mary end by the catastrophe have been re
sumed with growmg success. Study of Karma 
ir now in progress. The LrrSmg Library ir 
open daiy for two and one-half hours, and the 
Book Conc^eim is prorpeoous. Mr. Prime lect
ured during Augutt, .September, and part of 
October, and is expected again in Augutt for a 
short time. Mr. Hotchnor war here for nearly 
two months, givmg Lodge talks and public 
lectures to both members and the public. The 
Lodge holds pubic meetings jiinila with 
Golden Gate Lodge, one member from either 
Lodge lecturing on alternate Sunday nighis. 
Headquorters are occupied in common, and 
harmony reigns supreme in every partteuaor.
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Toledo T. S. lost eleven membei^s, and now 
has fifty-four. These eleven all joined prema
turely and had no real interest in the T. S., 
showing afresh that no one should ever be 
urged to join the T. S. until showing interest in 
study which promises to be steady and endur
ing. Meetings were held regularly and pro
gramme carried out as planned.

Golden Gate Lodge T. S. can report a 
steady growth in development. Its regular 
meetings have been of great benefit in the way 
of mental trainmg and power of expression. 
The membership is now forty-two. Public 
meetings are held in conjunctinn with San 
Francisoo T. S., and this co-operation has 
proven very successful. Mr. Hotchner’s visit 
gave a new impure to good steady work, and 
there is every pi^o^^p^^c^t that the coming year 
will see the Branch gainmg not only members, 
but exteeding vital influence in the com 
munity.

Topeka T. S. has held meetings regulaHy. 
Attendenre has been small, but there has been 
gain in some respects. One member has with 
drawn, and there are now thirteen.

New York T. S. met every week from Octo
ber to June, the first Tuesday in each month 
being for a pubicc lecture, and others beingd^ 
voted to studymg Thee Anc/mt WV-ddom. Eight 
members resigned, five were transfereed, ten 
were dr^o^p^p^<^d, three were gained by admission 
and three by demit, and the present member
ship is seventy-eight. Dr. E. M. H. Mooe 
gave great assistance in a work of two months 
in this Branch. There are 563 books in the 
Library, and] the circulatinn during the year 
was 750. Discusslen Classes and Classes for 
Begmness have been held every week.

Tacoma T. S. has been deplhtti^d by removal 
of members and all pubicc work is suspended, 
but the Study Class continues uninteeuunrddly. 
Three members have been dropped and two 
new ones added, a loss of one in total membe^ 
ship. The removal of Mrs. Kyle to Seattle 
has interuunrdd a Beginnei•s’ Class she con
ducted for the last year, but it is expected that 
this work will be resumed in the autumn.

Vivelius Lodge lost one member and 
gained one, having now fourteen. Meetings 
were held ueinterupnrddly from October 1st 
until near the end of June. The first part of 
the season was given to a study of Esoteric

Christianity with a fifteen minutes' paper from 
a member. Early in the spring Mih^s Edgeris 
Eeements of Theosophy was the book studied 
and completed. Mir. Hotchnrr gave four days to 
the Lodge in Januaayy, this include one public 
lecture, one parlor talk, and two evenings 
spent with members. In the Public Library 
there are 100 Theosophcaal books, an increase 
of 20 during the year, and the general indica
tions are that Theosophcc in Dettori is
steadhy iecreasing.

San ^I]£(^o'T. S. has gained two members 
and lost five because of removal. Thee are 
now twenty. Sixteen pubicc meetings were 
held from December to May, with average at
tendance of fourteen. From May to Augutt 
an informal conversation meeting has taken its 
place. A regu^r Class has been held every 
week with average attendance of five, and on 
Thusddyy afternoon an informal Question Mint
ing is kept up besides a regular weekey Bramch 
meeting on Wedneddyy. Mr. Hoicherr spent 
a week here in May and contriburdd some very 
successful workincluding three pubicc lectures 
and several meetings for membm^s. Four new 
books have been added to the library in the 
year.

St. Paul T. S. lost three membeis by demit 
and two by resignation; six were gained, and 
the present number is fifty-nine. Open meeh 
ings have been held regulariy each Wed^^ 
day, i^t^^r^^fti^^g papers by different Theosoph
ical writess being read, and a general discus
sion foUowmg. Meetings were discontin^d 
during the hot weather.

Santa Rosa T. S. compeered its seventh 
year on June 7th, 1907. Two members resigned, 
one was demined, four were admitted, and the 
num^(jr is now sixteen. A "propaganda box" 
kept on the table for voluntyyy contributes 
at all meetings supples the means for pre
senting Theosophcaal books to pubicc libraridS 
here and in the neighbohhood. Another box 
labeled "Hindu Girls’ School Fund," also kept 
in view, furmshes occasional additions to that 
useful institution. Meetings are kept up unre
mittingly. This year they were ieteruunrdd 
twcce with a picnic, to which many non-mem- 
bers were ievtred. The study meetings also 
continue with litHe or no pause.

Pasadena Branch admitted one, demitted 
three, and now has twelve members. For the 
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greater part of the year three meetings a week 
were held. The Monday evening meeting was 
not well attended, and for the present has 
been suspended. The Branch meeting is a 
devotional meeting, and The Ancient Wisdom 
is studied. Several public lectures have been 
given by Mr. James H. M. Lapsley, and one by 
Mr. Henry Hotchner.

Superior T. S. lost five members during the 
year, two by resignation, one by demit, two to 
become members at large, and now has twenty- 
one. With the exception of a few weeks in 
summer, regular Branch meetings have been 
held throughout the year.

St. Louis Lodge T. S. lost one member by 
' demit, one by death, gained two, and now has 

twenty-one. Three weekly meetings have 
been held; a Beginners’ Class o’n Saturday aft
ernoon, with small attendance but very regu
lar, the book used being The Ancient Wisdom. 
From this class came the two new members; 
the Sunday morning Class led by the President, 
Mrs. Richardson, at her home, and open to the 
public. Attendance was fairly good and the 
books used were A Study in Consciousness and 
Evolution of Life and Form', the regular 
Lodge meeting on Wednesday evening, with 
more varied study. Meetings were suspended 
in the summer months. New books have been 
added to the Library, and there are now 74. 
The Lodge invited Miss Jacobs to visit it in 
June, and was greatly profited and uplifted by 
her stay.

Melrose Highlands T. S. has held regular 
meetings throughout the year. Two members 
have been lost because of ill health and one 
by death. Membership now numbering six. 
No new books have been added to the Library. 
The study of The Ancient Wisdom has been 
continued but not completed. In March a visit 
was had from Mr. Hotchner, he giving three 
public lectures, all well attended and awaken
ing public interest in Theosophy. The Lotus 
Circle continues its meetings with a member
ship of three.

Seattle Lodge T. S., in addition to the 
Sunday night lectures, has had Classes on 
Wednesday afternoon, Wednesday night, 
Thursday afternoon, and on Friday night a 
Members’ Class. Interest in each is well sus
tained. The books studied are Death and 
After, The Ancient Wisdom, The Secret Doc

trine. The present membership is seventy, a 
gain of seven. The social side of Branch work 
has been given recognition as an essential aid 
in furthering and sustaining the other kinds of 
Lodge work. Financial condition is good.

Lincoln (Neb.) T. S. lost one member by 
demit and six by dropping, now having twenty- 
one. Except during July and August there is 
one meeting each week. We have no Branch 
Library. Miss Jacobs gave a four days’ course 
of lectures in February, and Dr. Moore came 
to us in April and again in July. The Branch 
is harmonious and progressive, even if not 
growing.

Honolulu T. S. lost two members by demit 
and one by dropping, now having twelve. 
Studies have been followed in The Planetary 
Chain, Man and His Bodies, The Evolution of 
Consciousness, and The Pedigree of Man.

Fremont T. S. received its charter January 
9th, 1907, with eight charter members, and has 
added one member since. Scarcely a meeting 
has been held without the presence of visitors, 
who are quite regular in their attendance. The 
Ancient Wisdom is our special study, and the 
interest has been good throughout.^ Dr. Moore 
visited us for ten days, with great benefit to the 
Branch, which hopes to have her again soon. 
Although only parlor lectures were given, gen
eral interest was aroused.

St. Anthony Lodge T. S. was chartered 
November 17th, 1906, with eight charter mem
bers, now increased to fifteen. Theosophy and 
the New Psychology formed the basis for dis
cussion. In the spring Mr. S. G. Pandit stayed 
some weeks and lectured on Hindu Philosophy 
and Psychologyto large audiences. The Lodge 
has the use of a Library with about 200 books, 
besides files of various magazines.

Washington T. S. lost one member by 
death, one by resignation, one by demit, two by 
dropping, and now has forty-six. Except on the 
last Sunday of the month, a meeting was held 
each Sunday for the study of Theosophy and 
the New Psychology, Reincarnation, and 
Karma, free to visitors. On the last Sunday a 
public meeting was held at which a lecture was 
read by a member, and three original lectures 
by members were given. On Wednesday a 
Class in The Pedigree of Man, illustrated by 
diagrams on blackboard, was conducted. On 
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Friday a Class on Science of the Emotions was 
most interesting. Two sociables were given 
during the winter. During July and August 
no regular work is done, but on Wednesday 
evenings members meet for talk on Theosophic 
topics. This is the nucleus for a Class on A 
Study in Consciousness, to be regularly taken 
up in September. Pamphlets and leaflets were 
distributed at public meetings, and some valu
able books have been added to the Library. 
The Reading Room and Library are open daily 
from 5 to 8 p. m., an attendant in charge.

Peabody T. S. has gained seven members 
during the year, and now has twenty-one. The 
year has been active and prosperous. Branch 
meetings are held weekly with appropriate 
course, of study and discussion, and public 
meetings are held semi-monthly. A public 
meeting is held every two weeks in Danvers, 
Mass., also a Men’s Study Class, Young Peo
ple’s Class, and Elements of Theosophy Class, 
all at the home of the President, Mrs. Jacobs. 
A Friday evening Class for all is held each 
week in Peabody at the home of Mrs. Hicks. 
The Branch has a steadily increasing Library, 
and books are lent to all who ask.

Denver T. S. has lost four members,one by 
demit, one by dropping, and two by resigna
tion, but has gained ten by application, two by 
reinstatement and one by demit, an addition 
of thirteen. The present membership is thirty
seven. Dr. Moore was here for a month in the 
spring, during which several public meetings 
were held each week and one for members 
only. Dr. Moore’s visit was of great value to 
the Branch and we covet the constant presence 
of such a worker,« Dr. Moore has given a sec
ond visit of a month, beginning with a public 
address in the Divine Science Church, this to 
be followed by another each Sunday. Study 
Classes have been arranged, and a great im
petus to the next, year’s work has been im
parted.

Muskegon T.S. has little of encouragement 
to report, and takes a somewhat pessimistic 
view of the T. S. future.

Esoteric Christianity was the subject 
of a parlor talk given by Mr. Lapsley 
at the residence of Mr. and Mrs. 
Baverstock of Los Angeles.

Harriet A. Stevenson Sec.

Duluth 7*,  S. For the past month 
our Society has been greatly favored 
by a visit from Mr. M. Heindel who has 
met us once a week in our Branch 
Rooms and given us much of an incen
tive for more earnest work.

He has also had eight free lectures 
for the public, which have been atten
ded by large audiences and a great in
terest manifested in the Theosophic 
thought.

Our local newspapers have published 
about fifteen columes of Theosophical 
tmatter and many books have been sold.

Alice A. Taylor Sec.

Pasadena 7*.  S- During the month of 
August seven (7) meetings were held 
under the auspices of the Southern 
California Federation of Theosophical 
Branches. Two were held in . Long 
Beach, one at Willows and four 
in Los Angeles. The Spiritualists of 
Long Beach have extended an invita
tion to Mr. Lapsley to speak from 
their platform which he has gladly 
accepted.

Owing to the unusual amount of mat
ter pertaining to the convention, the 
directory and other matter and corres
pondence have been crowded out. All 
this matter will appear in the next 
issue, which will follow this, early in 
November.

We should be glad if all members 
would be interested in our Question and 
Answer Department. The Questions will 
be printed in one issue and the best an
swers from members in the following.

All communications in regard to the 
Messenger should be addressed to the 
Editor: Harriet T. Felix, 4 Ritchie 
Place, Chicago, Ill.

All communications to the Gen. Sec. 
should be addressed as follows.

Dr. Weller Van Hook
103 State Street, Chicago, Ill.


