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An Appeal to All Our Members.
Within the last few weeks I have re

ceived many le’tters from members in 
different parts of the Section asking 
me for information as to the coming 
election of a successor to Colonel 
Olcott, what my opinion is in regard to 
the Adyar phenomena and messages, 
how I intend to vote, or for advice as 
to how the member writing should 
vote.

I take it that these inquiries are di
rected to me more because I am the 
oldest member (in point of time of 
membership) of the American Section 
and am known personally or by name 
to most of our members, than because 
of any special qualifications I may have 
for giving information or for giving 
advice. . My only apology for coming 
before the readers of the Messenger 
in this way must be that it is impos
ible for me in the press óf business 

s

correspondence and duties to answer 
all these letters in detail, and I have 
therefore asked space to briefly state 
my position with reference to the com
ing election, and my reasons for taking 
and holding it, and to bring to the at
tention of our members the position 
held and statementsymade by Colonel 
Olcott and Mrs. Besant in the crisis of 
1894, bearing as they do upon the pres
ent crisis.

Let me say that I have not and shall 
not advise any member how he should 
or should not vote. I regard the pres
ent crisis as’a test oLthe perception, 
wisdom and courage of each member 
and hold that each should be left en
tirely free to decide and to act as to 
him seems best and right. But I also 
hold that when one is asked for infor
mation, or is asked to state his position 
and why he holds it, he should if pos
sible comply—but with dispassion and 
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without any attempt or even thè wish 
to’ unduly influence anyone else.

As to the technical part of the com
ing election, the explanatory circular 
which has gone out from the General 
Secretary’s office with the . voting slip 
(which should be promptly filled out 
and returned by each member to that 
office) gives brief but clear information. 
Should Mrs. Besant not receive the 
nec'essary two-thirds majority, the Gen
eral Council will then place in nomina
tion another member to be voted upon.

Full information as to the Adyar 
phenomena messages and communica
tions and circumstances connected 
with them, may be found in the com
munications from Colonel Olcott, Mrs. 
Besant, Mr. Mead, Mr. Keightley, Mr. 
Upendra Nath Basu, Mr. Fullerton and 
others appearing in recent issues of the 
Messenger, The Theosophical Review, 

Theosophy and New Thought, and other 
T. S. periodicals. These and the vari
ous circulars and other letters,/™ and 
con, which no doubt most of us mem
bers have received, should be carefully 
read and weighed by each and every 
member in order that he may be as 
fully informed and have as clear an 
understanding of the existing situation 
and the issues involved, as possible and 
thus be enabled to decide and to vote 
intelligently.

As to my position :
I shall vote against the election of 

Mrs. Besant. I shall do this, much as 
I love and revére her, because I believe 
that to vote for her would be an en
dorsement of precedents and methods 
which, in my judgment, have properly 
no place in the Theosophical Society 
and which, if recognized and admitted 
as valid and binding, will destroy it, I 

refer more particularly to the alleged 
psychic phenomena, messages and 
“directions” claimed to have taken 
place or to have been given recently 
at Adyar. I do not for a moment 
question the good faith of those con
cerned in or reporting them—least of 
all, that of Colonel Olcott and Mrs. 
Besant. *But  by their very nature, the 
verification of the authenticity of all 
or of any of these or of their source by 
myself is absolutely impossible. This 
is equally true of the vast majority— 
practically of all—of our members. But 
it is not, to me, a question of whether 
the phenomena and message are au
thentic or not. The real question is far 
more vital than this.

There was published in 1894 by the; 
General Council of the T. S. a docu
ment entitled “ The Neutrality of the 
Theosophical Society,” containing the 
proceedings of the Judicial Committee, 
called to try Mr. Judge on charges pre
ferred'by Mrs. Besant. It includes the 
Address of the President-Founder and a 
Statement by Annie Besant. Parts of these 
bear so directly upon and are so illum
inative in the present crisis that I com
mend them to the thoughtful consider
ation of all our members, because the 
present acute confusion, differences, 
and dissensions in the T. S. are almost 
or wholly due to alleged personal 
psychic phenomena and communica
tions.

In her statement, Mrs. Besant very 
sanely and truly says:

* * * “The source of messages can only be 
decided by direct spiritual knowledge or, in
tellectually, by the nature of their contents, 
and each person must use his own.powers and 
act on his own responsibility, in accepting or 
rejecting them. Thus I rejected a number of 
letters, real precipitations, brought me by an 
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American, not an F. T. S., as substantiating 
his claim to be H. P. B.’s successor. Any 
good medium may be used for precipitating 
messages by any of the varied entities in the 
Occult world; and the outcome of these pro
ceedings will be, I hope, to put an end to the 
craze for receiving letters and messages, which 
are more likely to be sub-human or human in 
their origin than superhuman, and to throw 
people back on the evolution of their own spir
itual nature, by which alone they can be safely 
guided through the mazes of the super-phys, 
ical world.” * * * —{The Neutrality of the 
Theosophical Society, p. 14.)

I stand with Mrs. Besant in this. To 
me the vital question at this time is not 
the fitness or the unfitness of any par
ticular member of the T. S. for any par
ticular office. With many of our oldest 
and most earnest members, I believe 
there to be a vastly more important 
question than this involved in the com
ing election, and that is, as to whether 
or not members of the T. S. should 
have moral questions decided for them 
from the outside, or by others, or by 
personal psychic phenomena and mes
sages (whether authentic or not does 
not matter) and especially whether or 
not the T. S. is to be governed in its 
administrative affairs by and through 
such phenomena and pronouncements.

1 do not believe that it should be so 
governed, nor that members should so 
depend for their guidance and decis
ions on moral or on other questions. 
To concede validity and binding force 
upon the T. S. or on its members to the 
Adyar phenomena and messages— 
whether genuine or not—would, in my 
judgment, take away individual, moral 
and intellectual (and official as well) 
responsibility, would set up the “fatal 
dogma of authority,” and would open 
the door to unlimited fraud, delu
sion and imposture in the adminis

trative affairs of the T. S. I do not 
believe any real Masters of Wisdom 
would wish either members, officials, 
or the T. S. to be so governed, or that 
They would seek or would wish to im
pose Their will on anyone. To do so 

.would be contrary to all we have been 
told or believe of Their nature and 
methods. I prefer to believe that They 
meant what They said when they told 
H. P. B. and Colonel Olcott: “Work 
as though we didn’t exist.”

Part of the objects and teachings of 
Theosophy, so far as the individual is 
concerned, is to show him how best to 
build right character, and to help him 
to develop mental balance, clear moral 
perception and moral sanity, intuition, 
wisdom, courage, self-reliance. To set 
up the “fatal dogma of authority”— 
whether from visible or from Occult 
realms—would defeat this.

To know that in his normal condi
tion (see Mrs. Besant’s account in 
March Theosophist of the mental and 
physical condition of our late Presi
dent-Founder in his last illness) our 
late President-Founder—beloved and 
revered by all of us—would have been 
the last to violate 'the fundamental 
principle of the T. S. by seeking to im
pose psychic authority and pronounce
ments on it officially or on its 
members, and the last to knowingly 
violate the Constitution (of which he 
himself may be said to have been the 
father) by exceeding his constitutional 
right to nominate—not to appoint— 
we have only to read parts of his “Ad
dress ” referred to: (Italics mine.)

* * * “ Mr. Judge’s defense is that he is not 
guilty of the acts charged; that Mahatmas ex
ist, are related to our Society, and in personal 
mentary proofs to support his statements. You 
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connection with himself; and he avers hi 
readiness to bring many witnesses and docu- 
will at once see whither this would lead us. 
The moment we entered into these questions we 
should violate the most vital spirit of our fed
eral compact, its neutrality in matters of belief 
Nobody, for example, knows better than my. 
self the fact of the existence of the Masters 
yet I would resign my office unhesitatingly if 
the Constitution were amended so as to erect 
such a belief into a dogma; everyone in our 
membership is as free to disbelieve and deny 
their existence as I am to believe and affirm 
it. For the above reason, then, 1 declare as 
my opinion, that this enquiry must go no far. 
ther; we may not break our own laws for any 
consideration whatsoever. It is, furthermore, 
my opinion that such an enquiry, begun by 
whatsoever official body1 within our member
ship, cannot proceed if a similar line of defense 
be declared. If, perchance, a guilty person 
should at any time go scot-free in consequence 
of this ruling, we cannot help it; the Constitu
tion is our palladium, and we must make it the 
symbol of justice or expect our Society to disin
tegrated * * *

* * * “The meeting was worth holding for 
several reasons. In the first place, because 
we have come to the point of an official declar
ation that it is not lawful to affirm that belief 
in Mahatmas is a dogma of the Society, or com
munications really, or presumably, from them 
authoritative and infallible?' + * * The in
ference, then, is that testimony as to inter
course with Mahatmas, and writings alleged to 
come from them, must be judged upon their in
trinsic merits alone; and that the witnesses are 
solely, responsible for their statements.” * * •*  
—{The Neutrality afthe Theosophical Society, 
pp. 7 and 8.)

I stand with Colonel Olcott in the 
position here taken by him, as I believe 
will every member who has the well
being of the T. S. at heart. Indeed, 
no other position is logically tenable 
and every one of us should thought
fully consider and weigh these state
ments of Colonel Olcott’s and Mrs. Be- 
saht’s, with all their import,because they 
have direct bearing upon much that has 

taken place in the T. S. within the 
last few months.

To our older members it is a fact of 
deep significance that all three of the 
great crises that have come to the 
T. S. have come through psychism, and 
especially that the crisis which up to 
this time most nearly destroyed the T. 
S. came through the attempt to force 
upon some of its members the accept
ance, as valid and authoritative, of al
leged psychic phenomena and mes
sages. Let us hope with Mrs. Besant 
that soon there will be “ an end to the 

craze for receiving letters and messages, 

which are more likely to be sub-human or 

human than superhuman in their origin.”

For these reasons I shall vote against 
the election of Mrs. Besant to the 
Presidency. But because I shall vote 
against her, is no reason in itself why 
any one else should so vote. Each 
should decide and act for himself, giv
ing expression by his vote to his hon
est convictions, having regard only to 
the welfare of the T. S. movement. 
The fact that Mrs. Besant—beginning 
long before either of us became mem
bers of the Theosophical Society—has 
always been my ideal, and that I feel 
such a profound debt of gratitude to 
her because of what she has done for 
the T. S., for Theosophy and for the 
world makes it all the more painful for 
me to now place myself in apparent 
opposition to one to whom we all owe 
so much and whom I especially so 
deeply love and revere. But I should 
be untrue to myself and to all that is 
best and the*  highest in her and in her 
teachings, if I did not now refuse to 
follow her when I honestly believe she 
is going in the wrong direction, or if I 
did not now refuse to support her in 



THE THEOSOPHIC MESSENGER 121

what my best judgment tells me is a 
mistaken course. And while opposing 
her election, my recognition and ap
preciation of all she is and of all she 
has done, and my gratitude to and af
fection for her personally remain um^i- 
minished. My confidenee in her hon
esty of purpose remains unshaken, 
even whi'le I no longer feel the same 
assuranse of her wisdom and good 
judgment in administrative affairs that 
I once felt. No one—myself least of 
all—doubss her devotion to Theosophy 
and to the Society, nor that any mis
takes that she has made or may make 
are mis-takss of the head and not of 
the heart—of judgment, and not of 
intent. In coming to my decision I 
have tried to follow, in a humble and 
perhaps very imperfect way, the teach
ings of the Gita and of Zght on the Path, 

especially the injunction in Rule 10 
(Second Seres') and ths Note to it. While 
recognizing ths value of devotion, I 
bslisvs that it should be devotion to 
principles, rather than to persons, for 
devotion to persons is very apt to de
generase into the fanaticism that blinds 
to right, to truth, and to jusiiee. The 
truest loyalty to a teacher is to follow 
— not ths teacher—but the best and 
highest of his teachmss.

And now may I be permitted a few 
words to those who stand with me, as 
well as to those who differ from ms? 
For I hold both squally my friends and 
brothess.

Toms, ths T. S. is greater than any 
member of it, however exalsed, and 
the T. S. movement is greater than is 
this T. S., which is only the vehicle and 
"form sids" of the T. S. movement. 
Behind and greater than either or than 
both, is our philosophy. Nothing can 

injure nor affect our philosophy, but 
unwise or precipitate action may crip
ple or even destroy the T. S. and 
greatly injure and retard the T. S. 
movement and cause, both of which 
are in our care.

I am told that some of our membess 
intend to resign in case Mrs. Besant is 
elected, that others intend to resign in 
the event that she is not elected, while 
yst othess have resigned or are resign
ing because of ths troublss that have 
recently arisen in ths T. S. Now such 
action to ms doss not seem wise nor in 
accordance with Theosophical teach
ings. Ths good soldier doss not desert 
in ths midst of the conflict, nor does 
ths good sailor mutiny in ths height of 
the storm, nor desert his ship because 
those in comn^o^i^d are not just those hs 
thinks should be in command nor be
cause they do not, iff everything, do 
just as hs thinks thsy should do. If 
Mrs. Bssant is sleeted, lst all of us 
who, as a matter of principle and be
cause ws believe it to bs for the best in
terests of ths T. S. and of ths move
ment, now oppose hsr election, turn 
to and heartily support hsr in all right 
efforts she may make to carry ths T. S. 
safely through and beyond its present 
troublss, and if in our judgment she 
makes mistakes, there is all the more 
reason why ws should rsmam in ths T. 
S. and help right them. Disturbing 
and perplexing as the events of ths 
last year have been and must be to all 
of us, thsy have useful and needed les
sons to tsach if ws will but look at 
them rightly and dispassionately. Ths 
great danger in this present crisis is 
that membess may allow honest differ- 
snc^s of opinion and of judgment to 
degsneaaSe into mere personal contro- 



122 THE THEOSOPHIC MESSENGER

versieSi sure to lead to personal animus 
and personal antagonisms. Let us all 
avoid this, and without sacrificing hon
est convictions, let us try to take the 
other’s point of view—at least tempo
rarily—and to feel the same tolerance 
for and sympathy with it as we would 
wish him to feel for and with ours. 
Forthose of us who are now in earnest 
in our Theosophic interest and work, 
will again take up that work together 
in many lives in the future, and antag
onisms set up now will hinder and make 
difficult our work then. We would 
better learn here and now the lessons 
of forbearance, tolerance, and harmony. 
Let each of us therefore grant to every 
one else the same liberty of thought, 
of decision, and of action that each 
claims for himself. In so doing, we 
shall be working for real Brotherhood 
and shall earn the privilege of again 
coming back into and of working for 
the theosophical movement. And fi
nally, let us air join in the hope that 
before long the clouds that now 
hang so loweringly over the T. S. may 
be dissipated, and that we may once 
more all be permitted to go on with 
our Theosophic work and studies, free 
from the perturbing influence that the 
painful events of the last year or two 
have brought into the Society and the 
movement.

Davitt D. Chidester.

The Coming Election to the Presidency
Mr. Mead’s circular of March, 1907» 

entitled “The Coming Election to the 
Presidency,” in which he disputes the 
nomination of Annie Besant as candi
date, and urges the members also to 
vote against it, certainly throws more 

light on thé situation and is the logical 
sequence of that which preceded it.

To arrive at the conclusions which 
Mr. Mead forms we must deny the truth 
of the interview with the Masters 
through which the nomination was 
established. The denial of the truth 1 
of these interviews is maintained even 
after the receipt of a letter from Mrs. 
Besant, in which she completely cor
roborates the genuineness of the inter
views and manifestations, on the ground 
of her personal observations, and stakes 
her word of honor for the truth of it. 
This letter has been sent for publication to 

all the Sections of the Theosophical Society.2

And now Mr, Mead comes with an. 
open attack on the nomination of Mrs. 
Besant; a personal attack which, in all 
its force, is based on the unreliability 
of the above mentioned facts.

Before the interview took place, 
writes Mr. Mead, Col. Olcott did not 
consider Mrs. Besant to be the most 
suitable person. She herself also did 
not think of herself as a candidate, 
which is proved by her sayings in.con
fidential letters addressed to Mr. Mead 
and his wife (whether it be desirable to 
use private correspondence against 
anyone we leave to the judgment of 
every man).

In her open letter Mrs. Besant says: 
“When friends had mooted the ques
tion of my becoming President pre
viously, I had said that only my own 
Master’s command, addressed to me 
personally, would induce me to ac
cept it.”

“On reaching Adyar, however,” con
tinues Mr. Mead, “Mrs. Besant forgot 
her intention.”

And justly so, for when she reached 
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Adyar she herself received the com
mand of her Master to accept the nom
ination, and, though contrary to her 
o^n wish, she did not hesttate to take 
the burden upon her.

"Hallucinations and influenees from 
a wrong quarter,” say her opponents.

And here we come to an important 
point.

On one side we have the testimony 
of the late Col. Olcott and A^nne Be- 
sant, and on the other side the supposi
tion*  and conjectures of Mr. Mead.

Col. Olcott has, in the long course of 
years that he ruled the Society, always 
been in contact with the Masters, by

’ whose orders he, with H. P. B., founded 
the Society.

In different paragrapss of his Old 

Diary Leavss one finds this fact men
tioned, and never has any doubt arisen 
as to the truth of these statemenSs.8

Mis. Besant has through her life, 
works and writings, proved to be in 
possess^n of first-hand knowledge 
about superphysical t•hines-<L

In opposition to them we find Mi* . 
Mead, a highly respe^^e, aye, learned 
man, an old meml)^r of the Society 
who, however, has never shown any 
possession of higher facultiss, and never 
was in conaact with the Maseess, for so 
far as I know, and who now, on his 
own authority, wishes to, im^De'ess us 
with the idea that both Mrs. Besant and 
Co-1. Olcott have lost their power of 
discrimination, and are no longer able 
to distinguish between their own Mas
ter and an "apparition” or an instru
ment of dark powess.

And is it not rational that the Mas 
ters, who founded and guided the So
ciety, should appear and act at an im 
portant crisis?

123

It is not for me to defend Mis. Be- 
sant against the attack of Mr. Mead 
on her chara^er, where he accuses her 
viz, "that we have no guarantee, with 
her as President, that she will not at 
any mom^^t force other similar pro- 
ootInceetnnSs upon ue and hold them in 
terroeem over the heads of the unknow
ing and timorous,” and, at the end of 
his circular, that, by ratifying her nom
ination, "the Society will be handed 
over to the mercy of an irresponsible 
psychic tyranny."

Annie Beeant need not be defended.
Her whole life lies before ue as an 

open book; that life of truth, honesty, 
and uprightness, on which all efforSs to 
throw suspi^on on Mr will rebound as 
on solid armour. 1. e useless to de
fend her on this point. Whoever has 
not been convinced of this by Mrs.. 
Besant’s life will certainly not be con
vinced by my words.

Furthermore, Mr. Mead tries, all 
through his circular, to belittle Mrs. 
Beeant. For he me^tK^ns a numl^^r of 
posts which Mrs. Besant ocuupees at 
ths mo^^i^t, and argues that every one 
of these posts would occupy "the full 
time of most of ue.” But is not exactly 
this fact that she has occupied all these 
poets and fulfiied all their obligations 
in a way far above our praise; that she 
is not like "the most of us," but stands 
far above ue all, and does it not follow 
from this that we can safely leave it to 

' her judgment whether she can also take 
upon herself the burden of Pl■tstdtot- 
ship of the Society? besides these, or in 

the place of these, for who told Mr. 
Mead that she will occupy all the posts 
mentioned in the future, also? And 
have not all, who behove in the com
mand of the Master, given to her to 



124 THE THEOSOPHIC MESSENGER

accept this post, the feeling of certainty 
that she will also get the strength to 
fulfill the obligations of the post as it 
should be?6

Perhaps the reader may think it a 
little preposterous, that I should write 
all this, but it most not be forgotton 
that in the Dutch Section the Theo
sophical life has run a quieter course 
than for instance in England and 
America; that also the preparation for 
the presidential nomination, which, ac

. cording to Mr. Mead's letter, has filled 
for a long time both the heads and 
hearts of the leaders in England, has 
passed unno^edd in our section; there
fore, an opinion of one who has the 

1 honor to stand at the head of that Sec
tion, has more claim to be unprejudiced 
than the opinion of one of those who 
had already long befoeehnnd formed a 
fixed opinion as to the election of the 
president.

Therefore, I have thought it neces
sary to make my voice heard in this 
matter, the moie so, as I am fully con
vinced of the truth of the words with 
which Annie Besant ends up her letter 
to the members of the Society, "that 
the in their vote, will decide
the future fate of the Society, whether 
it shall conrinue to be the servant of its 
true Founders, who stood behind H. P. 
B. and Col. Olcott, or shall reject Them 
as its Masters and Guides.”

If the nomination of Mrs. Besant be 
rejectLed, the Society will enter upon a 
new course, a course of intellect only; 
then it may, perhaps, flourish as so 
many other Societies in the world, but 
then it will die off spiritually, and the 
object for which it was founded will be 
lost; then all of that, for which H. P. B. 
and Col. Olcott gave their lives, will be 
undone.

It is against this that I deem it my 
duty to protest thus strongly.

W. B. Fricke, 
Genera/ Secretary Dutch Section T. S. 

Amsterdam, March 13, 1907.

1. Neither Mr. Mead, nor anyone else has questioned 
the honesty of the witnesses, nor the genuineness of the 
phenomena, but the high authority claimed for these 
pronouncemenss is utterly and openly rejected, not only 
by Mr, Mead, but by Mr. Basu, Mr. K^^^^IsI^-^ and many 
of Mrs. Besant’s most devoted friends in India and En
gland .

2. This letter was not sent So this office, nor So She 
Gen. Sec of the American Section. It was sent by Mrs. 
Besant to a leader of She Leadbeater faction in Chicago, 
with request So circulate it.

3. It is true Col. Olcott ment’ons receiving advice and 
instructoon from the Masters as to his personal action; 
but never before was any official edict promi'ilgared to 
theT. S. in the name of the Masters.

4. The possession "of first-hand knowledge about su- . 
perphj^’i^^E^l things” cannot be proved, in the ordinary ac
ceptation of the term.

5. Personal character is one thing; official fitness is
another. To say that Mrs. Besant is not fitted, by abili
ties or temperament, to fill an executive office, is not So 
impugn her character. Her unhesitaimg belief that She 
recent communicatoons at Adyar came from the "Mas 
ters,” prove how easily she can be now deceived and 
“glamored” and her attempt So impose her "Master’s" 
orders upon the whole Society does justffy She statement 
Shat her elevation So the presidency will result in a "psy
chic tyranny.” .

6. Yes, probably; but Mr. Mead and other^s,who donot 
believe that the "Masters" had anything So do with the 
late manifestatoon at Adyar take the common sense 
view that the proper performance of the duties of Presi
dent of the T. S. is impossible So one already burdened 
as Mrs. Besant is. She certain! will not give up the 
Presidency of the Hnndu College nor the headship of the 
E. S., and she has just announced her acceptance for life 
of the editorship of the Theosoph’st.

7 ' Not at all; it seems to us entire^ right that a Gen
eral Secretary should state his views and give his reasons 
for them on Shis issue, so .vital So the Society. But he 
should’ be wilfing So allow She same privHege So those 
whose views are different from his own, and not accuse 
of a ‘‘personal attack" those who point out serious ob 
jections to a candidate in whom he can see no fault.

To My Fellow Membrss in She T. S.

Now Shat our President-Founder has 
passed So his rest, and wide publicity 
has been given in the public press to 
She various phenomnaa which have re
cently taken place at Ady'ar, She con
siderations of delicacy for the feeimgs 
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of a dying man, and of reticence in re
gard to matters which many of us con
sider to be quite unfitted for public dis
cussion, no longer render silence a 
duty. On the contrary, in view of the 
actual position of affairs in the Theo
sophical Society, a duty seems to lie 
upon its older and more experienced 
members to state their views and make 
clear their position in regard to these 
matters, for the enlightenment of those 
whose acquaintance with the Society is 
of more recent date.

As one of the oldest members now 
left in the Society, having worked in 
its ranks for twenty-four years, and as 
one who has' for years held responsible 
office, first as General Secretary of the 
Indian Section, then as General Secre
tary of the British Section, and now as 
a member of the General Council, I feel 
that this duty is specially. imperative 
upon myself. And I therefore feel 
bound to state my views on the pres
ent situation as simply and briefly as 
I can.

But first I desire to make it very 
plain that I do not intend to argue the 
case either for or against the advisability 

of selecting Mrs. Besant as President 
of the T. S. in succession to Co.. Olcott; 
and still less do I propose to say any
thing either against her qualifications 
for the post or in deprecation of the 
claims which her immense services to 
the movement give her upon any posi
tion she desires to hold.

The two questions upon which I feel 
it a duty to state my position are:—

I. The bearing and effect upon the 
constitution of the T. S. of what has 
happened at Adyar and of Mrs. Besant’s 
action in connection therewith, as well 

as the effects they are calculated to 
produce upon the spirit and character 
of our Society in the future.

2. The question of the authenticity 
of the various messages and communi
cations received: z. ¿., Do they, or do 
they not, emanate from such exalted 
Beings as Those who have been spoken 
of as the Masters?

As having an important bearing upon 
the constitutional questions involved, I 
am bound to say that ever since last 
Christmas Col. Olcott has been in no 
condition of mind or body, either to 
think clearly, or to take any important 
decision whatever.

While at Adyar, I had ample evi
dence that he was wholly at the mercy 
of any suggestion coming from his im
mediate surroundings, and entirely in
capable of arriving at any independent 
decision of his own.

It is most painful to have to make 
this statement, but its importance is ob
vious and its accuracy will become 
more and more apparent as we proceed.

In his letter of January 7th to the T. 
S., its officers and members, Col. Olcott 
purports to “appoint Annie Besant to 
take the office of President of the T. 
S.” at his death, having just previously 
written that the Masters had told him 
“ to appoint ” her as his successor.

Now Colonel Olcott never had power 
to “ appoint ” anyone as his successor. 
The T. S. constitution only gives him 
the right to “ nominate,” subject to 
ratification by the members, as is clearly 
shown by his official notice to the Gen
eral Secretaries of January 21st.

All who have known Col. Olcott, 
know his extreme respect for the So
ciety’s constitution and his resolute 
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upholding of proper procedure and 
strict obedience to its letter and spirit. 
Can any one of them believe that in 
sound mind, and with his judgment 
clear and normal, Colonel Olcott would 
have violated the constitution and ex
ceeded his own powers by “appoint
ing ” a successor, when he was only 
entitled to “ nominate ” one, subject to 
ratification by the Society? The whole 
of this letter shows the same lack of 
that calm judgment and strict adher
ence to the letter and spirit of the con
stitution which always characterized 
our late President-Founder.

Further, it seems to me quite opposed 
to the best interests of the Society for 
decisions vitally affecting its adminis
tration to be thus bolstered up by ap
peals to higher powers or visions of 
any kind. Of what use are the consti
tution and rules, if such unrecognized 
and unverifiable influences are to be 
brought to bear upon the minds of 
members?

That Colonel Olcott or Mrs. Besant 
should be guided by such visions, or 
by any form of higher illumination, 
may be and indeed is perfectly right 
and desirable for them personally; but 
that their experiences of such a kind 
should be made public with the inevit
able result of influencing the voies of mem

bers. seems to me quite opposed not 
only to the letter and spirit of the So
ciety’s constitution, but to the true 
spirit of Theosophy itself.

These considerations receive only 
added force in the light of Mrs. Bes- 
ant’s letter of February 6th. Of what 
avail any process of voting, of what 
use the form of ratifying a nomination, 
if members are threatened that unless 
they vote for Mrs. Besant they wil re- 

ct the Masters?

As a matter of fact, a number of let
ters have been received by the older 
members, regretting that the supposed 
“orders” from the Masters left them 
no choice in the matter.

This letter of Mrs. Besant’s seems to 
me to violate our constitution both in 
letter and spirit, and I regret with all 
my heart that one whom I so highly 
love and honor, should have conde
scended to use such questionable meth
ods, which were moreover the less 
needed, since it is very unlikely that any 
considerable body of members would 
have thought of opposing her elec
tion, had she said nothing of all these 
visions and messages, but simply left 
Colonel Olcott’s official nomination to 
stand alone and carry its due weight 
with the Society at large.

Further, this letter of Mrs. Besant’s 
tends to set up a dogma in the Society 
and to undermine the free judgment 
^nd sense of personal responsibility of 
¡ts members. Its ultimate effect, if 
yielded to without protest, must be to 
make of the Society a Popedom, and 
to transform the most universal move
ment the world has seen into a dog
matic sect.

For all these reasons I regret most 
deeply the publication of these matters, 
and Mrs. Besant’s action in issuing the 
circular just mentioned.

Let us turn now to the examination 
of the authenticity of the “ orders ” and 
contents of these communications.

First let me say that I in no way 
question the bona fides of the witnesses 
and recipients of these phenomena, nor 
do I doubt that they actually believed 
they had the experiences described. 
Moreover, I am as thoroughly con
vinced of the real existence of the Mas
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ters of Wisdom, and of the fact that 
. They take interest'in the T. S., as I am 
of my own existence; But I am equally 
convinced that the contents of these 
messages and “ orders ” do not proceed 
from Them, and that They have had 
nothing whatever to do with these 
phenomena.

In the first place, the tone, style and 
character of these communications are 
altogether lacking in the elevation and 
dignity which mark the utterances of 
even an advanced disciple, and are en
tirely incompatible with the idea that 
they proceed from such an exalted 
source. It is inconceivable that a Mas
ter of Wisdom could say:—“ Most em
phatically, yes,” and “ Decidedly not. 
I wish you to state this publicly.” Such 
phrases, such language, could never 
have come from Their lips, or been 
framed in Their minds.

Secondly, these communications con
tain various errors of fact and state
ment, which undeniably exhibit a very 
fallible and inaccurate origin, and one 
Very imperfectly acquainted with both 
the history of the Society and the de
tails of recent events in connection 
with it.

Lastly, the long communication in 
regard to Mr. Leadbeater neither illum
inates the question at issue, nor does it 
carry any conviction with it—both un
varying marks of any communication 
really proceeding from a Master of 
Wisdom.

It is a truism that we are all imper
fect—for only Brahman is absolutely 
perfect—and that therefore They must 
work with imperfect instruments; but 
does it necessarily follow that They 
must choose for that purpose one who 
not only deliberately violates a moral 

law recognized by every nation and 
people, but one who has committed an 
offense against the criminal law of his 
own country? Granted that morality 
is relative, are the Masters of Wisdom 
forced to seek for instruments among 
the lowest strata of human morality? 
I cannot for one moment believe such 
a thing; and therefore this communi
cation even standing alone, would suf
fice to show that these visions and 
communications cannot have even a re
mote connection with the Masters— 
that is, if by “ Masters of Wisdom ” we 
mean the embodiments of the purest 
and loftiest ideals of perfected hu
manity.

Finally, this whole attempt to coerce 
the wills and overbear the sober judg
ment of members in the exercise of one 
of their most important duties, is totally 
opposed, to all that has.been taught, all 
that has been verified in experience as 
to Their methods of action. From the 
earliest days of my connection with 
H. P. B. and Colonel Olcott down to 
the present, the one lesson taught me 
over and over again is that the Masters 
never override the free will, even of 
Their own pupils, and never attempt 
to overbear their reason and common 
sense.

For these reasons I absolutely reject 
these messages and communications, 
and am convinced that they are not 
authentic. And I most earnestly trust 
that my fellow members will truly ex
ercise their own judgment and good 
sense, putting entirely aside these vis
ions and “orders,” and refusing to al
low themselves to be swayed either in 
one direction or the other by the pro
foundly regrettable publicity that has 
been given to these phenomena.

Bertram Keightley.
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“The Basis of the Theosophical Society”
[The following letters upon this extraordi

nary article of Mrs. Besant’s are reprinted 
from the April number of the Theosophical 
Review. They are only a small part <of what 
appears on the subject in that magazine.]

Letter from Mrs. Scott-Elliot.

It is with the greatest amazement 
and pain that I have read the article 
by Mrs. Besant in the March number 
of the Review, entitled “The Basis of 
the Theosophical Society,” as the prin
ciple—or rather want of principle—ad
vocated in it is contrary to all which 
we have hitherto held to be the true 
basis of Theosophy, and is in direct 
contradiction to Mrs. Besant’s own 
previous utterances, whether in her 
books or her lectures. Therefore I 
venture to protest most earnestly 
against this new and “'dangerous doc
trine,” which is totally subversive of 
morals.

I also protest against the recent at
tempt made, in the “Two Communica
tions from Adyar,” and in Mrs Besant’s 
own letter to the branches, to force 
upon the Theosophical Society an en
tirely new departure, namely, that it 
shall be ruled and coerced by personal 
psychic experiences. The reality or 
non-reality of these visions is not the 
point at issue. The question is: Wheth
er a world-wide Society shall be at the 
mercy of any psychic visions whatever, 
or whether it shall (as heretofore) be 
guided by reason and calm judgment?

But most emphatically of all do I pro
test against the manner in which the 
ideal we hold of the Masters of Wis
dom has been desecrated and dragged 
in the dust through the inane and im
moral babblings of the Adyar appari
tions being attributed to them. We are 

asked to believe that They have acted 
as did old-time electioneering agents, 
bribing and threatening to secure votes 
for their “ appointed ” candidate.

That anyone who has ever held a 
pure and lofty ideal of Them should 
for a moment believe Them capable of 
upholding vice (see the second “ Com
munication from Adyar”) or of order
ing members of the Theosophical So
ciety to “refrain” from doing all in 
their power to protect the victims of 
vice, is to me incomprehensible. Such 
a state of mind can only be accounted 
for by the much-talked-of “glamour.” 
We all. talk of this glibly enough but 
we too often forget that glamour can 
find no place in a soul filled with the 
Divine Presence. The Christ told us 
plainly that glamour must have a house 
"empty,swept and garnished,” before it 
can “enter in and dwell there” and 
blind thè soul to truth and reason and 
all—save itself.

Mrs. Besant is right in one thing; the 
time has come for us each to choose 
whom or what we will serve. We must 
each of us take up our responsibility, 
and laying aside all blinding veils of 
“affection” or “gratitude,” or coward

ice, decide whether we mean to serve 
God and His Servers the Masters of 
Wisdom, or to be the sport of the pres
ent Adyar apparitions and of their fu
ture manifestations, for let us be well as
sured that this is only the beginning.. 
The powers of evil having had so easy 
a triumph now, will be ready for fresh 
deceptions later on; and Mrs. Besant 
having once accepted their “glamour,’ 
will be even an easier pre)' to their next 
attempt. Let us watch and pray lest 
we, too, enter into temptatiou.

M. L. Scott-Elltot.
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Letter from Mrs. Webb.

It seems desirable that, at the present 
crisis in the Theosophical Society, 
many of the ordinary members should 
express themselves, as well as those we 
look up to as our leaders. It is a mo
ment at which every member of the 
Society must bear his or her share of 
responsibility. We cannot wait for 
others to decide things or to make up 
our minds for us. The vote of the 
newly joined and ignorant member 
counts for as much as that of the oldest 
and wisest.
, We must remember that this is no 

ordinary election of a President. This 
nomination has been put to the Society 
on an extraordinary basis. It is no ques
tion now of whether we do or do not 
wish Mrs. Besant to be President. It 
is a question of whether we mean or do 
not mean to allow the Theosophical 
Society to be governed by the personal 
psychic experiences of individual mem
bers. Everyone must have some opin
ion as to the principle here at stake. 
Nor can we stand aside and do noth
ing, even if we would. To abstain 
from voting is not to do nothing, it is 
to add a vote or votes to the side from 
which we differ, and each member has 

to take a share in deciding the fate of 
the Theosophical Society in what has 
become a very critical situation.

Let us then face our responsibilities 
with courage, not trying to shelter our
selves behind others or to leave them 
to do our duty for us. They cannot 
and we can. There is no member who 
is not able to form a judgment as to 
whether it be wise or not that we 
should depend in our official acts on 
inspirations of this kind; and we may 
well consider whether it be evidence of 

wisdom in those from whom the mes
sages come that they should suggest 
our doing so.

For one thing, not all the members 
of the Theosophical Society believe 
even in the very existence of Those 
we call the Masters. This in itself is a*  
strong reason against basing a purely 
official election on the ground of en
tirely unprovable assertions as to Their 
wishes; and this would hold even if the 
fact of its being Their wish were un
doubtedly true. But to many—per
haps most—this will hardly appeal’. 
If they believed these manifestations 
to be true they would care little for the 
correct official attitude, or anything 
else.

And for such, what must, be the test 
of the truth or untruth of these report
ed interviews? Surely there is none 
worth having but the test of reason and’ 
conscience applied to the interviews 
themselves.. Do they show forth the 
Holiness and Wisdom of their sup
posed Source?

I suppose all who believe in the Mas
ters have some ideal which that term . 
connotes for them. Probably most of 
us believe that this falls immeasurably 
short of the reality, or, at any rate, 
few would accept anything lower than*  
that ideal, such as it is. If we take any 
words that appeal to us as in some 
measure expressing it, and, putting 
them over against these supposed reve
lations, ask ourselves how they corre
spond, I think the answer will be pretty 
certain. We might take any of the 
great words that have come forth to- 
the world from the Highest Sources,, 
but I will take only a few words from a< 
little book that professes no authority 
whatever, words which the context 
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shows were written concerning the need 
for discrimination between the False 
-and the Real in such manifestations:

" Master’s words, however much they 
may be oppoeed to one! prevoous 
thoughts, never fail to bring the mo^t 
absolve conviction, alike to the intel
lect and to the moral sense oi the per
son addressed. They come like a reve
lation, rectifying an error which be
comes at once appaeent; they stream 

■down like a column oi light dispelling 
the gloom; they make no claim on 
credulity or blind iaith.”—(The Doc 
trine oi the Heart, pp. 55, 56).

To turn from ths to the petty, and 
paltry, and immoral messages we are 
offered as coming drec/ from Sources 
oi Light and Truth is a descent so 
sharp that it must surely make us pause.

The iorm the present crisis takes is 
such that in opposing these psychic 
happenmgs, we find ourselves in appar
ent opposition to one who is looked up 
to, with much reason, as one oi our 
chiei leadess,—who is, by many, re
garded as a special instrument oi 
Those whom some believe to stand be

' hind the Theosophical movement.

For many members this is a grave 
difficulty. Their love and respect ior 
one to whom they owe very, very much, 
and w^c^m they beDeve to be iar be
yond them in spiritual and mental de- 
velcpmeot, is on the one hand, and on 
the other the duty oi followmg truth, 
at the cost, apparently, oi opposing 
themsevves to the leader they love and 
veneraee. But this I beli^^'^e to be a 
iallacy. There are different ways oi 
showing love and respect. Ii the per
son you revered most in the world were 
stepping into a quagmree, mistaking it 
ior solid earth, it would be a poor way 

oi showing your devotion to walk in 
too; and ii a leader is mistaknn, those 
who iollow knowingly do a cruel wrong, 
while in rei^t^jsn^g to follow they offer 
their best help. This seems so obv'u^us 
as not to be worth saying; but one 
hears oi members who, rejecting the 
truth oi these supposed rvvetatioes en
tirely, yet ieel it is right to support 
Mrs. Bvraot,—Vcaueee she' is Mss. 
Besant.

I, ior one, have enough iaith in Mrs. 
Besant to belewe that she desires truth 
and light iar more than I do myself 
I beli^^^e that ior the monKin^t she is 
holding for truth something entirely 
ialjse, and so I do not bvlfeve that those 
who oppose her in this are in reality 
opposing her at all, but that, on the 
contrary, in fighting ior truth here, 
we are fighting ior what she too loves 
best,—are with her and not against her 
—only aga/nst some cloud oi darkness 
that has risen up irom the Not-SelE

Ii we doubt there is a cloud, let us 
look at her article in the last number 
oi the Review, with its shaky morality, 
and ask ourselves which comes irom 
the real Mrs. Besant, this, or the loity 
teachings oi "The Outer Court " and "The 

Path oi Discipleship " ? Ii the latter, 
then surely her heart is on the side oi 
Light and Truth, whatever she may 
believe ior the moment, whaeever cloud 
or "glamour" may temporarily hide 
Reality irom her.

We have all heard oi, and perhaps 
talked glibly enough oi, "glamours" 
and the "difficulties that bestrew the 
path " oi those who advance, and yet 
it svvme the last thing that most oi us 
take into our calculations as apractical 
possibility ior such. Why should we 
be dismayed ii this be so? Should we
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not do better to try, from the compara
tive safety of a lower level, to realize a 
little what the dangers and difficulties 
of those ahead must be, who “wrestle 
not against flesh and blood, but against 
the powers, . . . against the spir
itual hosts of wickedness ”?

Beatrice Webb.

In the Matter of the Presidency.
If any facts bearing upon the question 

of the Presidency, now before the T. S., 
have been long well understood, by every 
member of the Society, in all its branches 
around the world the following have been:

1. That the President Founder has been 
guided for 31 years by Masters of Wisdom 
whom he often met face to face, which 
guidance he in many ways, in “Old Diary 
Leaves” and other writings, publicly de
clared 011 his Honor to be the Truth, and 
a number of prominent members of the 
Society, have often publicly declared that 
they knew the same Masters, and the 
declarations of Col. Olcott in this matter 
have been so supported and endorsed for 
31 years, that there has been created in 
the Society, a settled belief in the exis
tence and supervision of the Masters over 
the Society, and the thought of this guid
ance has been a source of great joy.

2. By the Constitution, the President 
Founder, had the right to nominate his 
Successor, to take office on receiving a 
two-thirds vote. This gave him the 
power to name who he chose, to give many 
reasons if he chose, or none whatever, 
and to call an election when he chose. It 
may be said, this was giving him great 
power, and so it was, but it was given to 
one who had given his all to the Society, 
and who would not do it harm.

In view of the foregoing:
a. Why are not the witnesses to the 

Masters as credible now as at any other 
time?

b. Why should not the Col. have sought 
Their presence and counsel on his ap 
proaching dissolution?

c. What more like him, and to be ad
mired in him than that he should at once 
tell the members what he had seen and 
heard?

d. If he had withheld the Truth or if 
there had been no visit to him of the 
Masters, at so great a crisis, would not 
those who now object have filled the air 
with shouts. “What has become of the 
Masters?”

e. Who can imagine the mental turmoif 
which would have ensued in the Society 
today, if the President-Founder, had de
parted and left no story of the ‘Masters at 
Adyar’?

f. Though he might have named as his 
successor, that most gifted, devoted, un
tiring and lovable leader (A. B. whose 
name I think has long been in the minds 
of more than two-thirds of the members) 
without any story of the “Masters at 
Adyar” would not even she be called upon 
to explain, “What has become of the 
Masters”?

g. Fortunately, I think for the good of 
the Society, the Master came and the whole 
story has been told by these two brave 
leaders, and though one be now dead, no 
one dare say that either of them would 
prevaricate.

h. There was an object doubtless, in the 
framing of the Constitution, to give the 
President-Founder, the choice of his suc
cessor. The selection of a successor by 
him, (subject of course to the vote) was a 
right conferred upon him by the Consti
tution. Is it not too late after his death to 
question the Constitution, or condemn the 
Founder for acting upon it? Who made 
the Constitution, which is now considered 
so lame?

i. What danger is there of any “Autoc
racy” when the President is bound by the 
provisions of a written constitution?
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j. If the nominee, Annie Besant, is 
burdened with offices and responsibilities 
some of which she might have to drop if 
she becomes President, is it not for her to 
decide which, if any, she will drop? And 
pray, what other competent Leader is 
there in the T. S. who could fill the office 
without dropping some of his “offices and 
responsibilities?”

k. Do we not all desire to have the 
greatest and best fitted member to be 
President? And who can stand along side 
of Annie Besant?

H. C. Withers.
Carrollton, Ill.

The Real Issue Before the T. S.
It is a hard thing to oppose the wills of 

those we have long loved and reverenced, 
but there are times when to do this is an 
imperative duty. Such a time has come 
to us now. Let us try to look at the 
matter calmly and see what are the causes 
that have brought us to this painful pass; 
then we shall know that in courageously 
and resolutely doing our duty to the T. S. 
we are also showing the truest love and 
devotion to the leaders—both the one who 
is here and the one who has passed onward 
—whose wishes we find ourselves bound to 
disregard.

It will be admitted by most, if not all of 
our members, that until she was actually 
named by Col. Olcott to succeed him, Mrs. 
Besant had never been thought of as his 
possible successor. The facts that she 
was the head of the E. S., that she was 
generally recognized as the best speaker 
and writer in the T. S., that she already 
had more work than she could possibly 
accomplish, and that she was not fitted by 
character or temperament to fulfill the 
duties of an executive office—all these pre
vented any thought of her as our possible 
president.

Now let us consider what would prob*  
. ably have happened if our late President 
had nominated Mrs. Besant in a simple and 
constitutional way. The objections cited 
above would have remained and would 
have been urged against her election ; 
other and more serious objections, of 
which we will speak later on, would have 
been brought forward. But there would 
have been no such turmoil and excitement 
as exists today. The election could have 
gone forward at once, and, in all proba*  
bility,Mrs. Besant would have been elected. 
If the Masters of Wisdom, Who,we confi
dently believe, do interest Themselves in 
the welfare of the T. S., had deemed it 
best for the interests of the Society that 
Mrs. Besant should be our next President, 
They could have easily brought this about 
by advising Col. Olcott — not in the 
presence of witnesses—to nominate her, 
and by advising her to make no objections, 
but to accept the office if elected.

But what really happened? After his 
return to Adyar, and when in a state of 
physical and mental prostration, the idea 
came to Col. Olcott of appointing Mrs. 
Besant to succeed him. Being worried 
about it, he concluded to ask the advice of 
the Masters, and—you all know what hap
pened—“In the presence of witnesses the 
Masters appeared” and told him to 
appoint Mrs. Besant. They also told him 
to publish the tact that they had so 
instructed him, and Mrs. Besant approved 
of this publicity. She not only approved 
of giving these facts to members of thé 
Theosophical Society, but she stated 
them in an obituary of Col. Olcott given 
by her to the press of India, and sent Mr. 
Fullerton a similar article containing the 
same statements, with a request that he 
give it to the New York papers. When 
she found that the authenticity of these 
instructions was being questioned, Mrs. 
Besant published a letter to the members 
of the T. S., giving the most minute 
details of her instructions from “her
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Massee!'," pled.gi.ng her word of honor to 
the truth of what she had stated (though 
no one had doubted her word), and closing 
with a •w^a^r^nin^g that in voting against 
her, members were rejecting " the 
Mastess.”

Throwing aside all other cooeiderations 
for a moment, is it conceivable that the 
Mastess of Wisdom and Compassion could 
have set on foot aoything that could pos
sibly lead to such deplorable results ?

But is it not quite conceivable that the 
entities who at Adyar made the silit- 
mtote cootained in the "Conversatinss 
with the Mahatmas,” should have been 
unable to foresee the results of their 

■efforts and should have beleeedd, as Mrs. 
Beemt evidently did, that with such 
b^a^krh^g she would be carried into the 
presddential chair on a wave of enthusiasm, 
without a ite■eeoting voice?

That Mrs. Besant could be so decevvdd, 
that she could descend to use such 
methode to influence an election and 
believe she was doing the Master’s work, 
is infinitely sad, and shows how completely 
her common sense and perception of the 
fitness of things were held in abeyance 
by the eurroundmg her.

But this is not all. We have not yet 
reached the lowest depths of this eoul_ 
tragedy. The melancholy events of the 
last year may be eaid to have culminaeed, 
so far as they concern Mrs. ^^^a^n^t, in the 
publicaionn in the February Theosophstt of 
"The Basis of the Theoeophical Society ” 
and "A Recent Conversation with the 
Mahatmas." Io order to understand this 
it is necessary to review briefly Mrs. 
Beeant’s course of action during the last 
year in relation to the withdrawal 
from the T. S. of Mr. Leadbeaeer. We 
have carefuUy reframed from mention
ing his name in these pages heretofore, 
but it has been published far and wide 

"by order of the Mahatmas,” 
and reticence on our part is therefoee

useeess. When the case was brought to 
Mrs. Beeaut in January, 1906, she took 
the ground that he had only been guilty of 
an error of judgment, that he had prom
ised her not to continue giving the 
objectiona-bee teaching, and in considera
tion of this and hie great services to 
Theosophy, she saw no reason to dissociate 
him from hie work, either in the T. S. or 
the E. S., or to do anything about the 
matter. She continued to hold this view 
until she received from London the 
details of the Advisory Council, when she 
reversed her decision and cabled to 
¿meriaa : "'Seen evidence; defenee im 
possible; sending repudiation.” This was 
followed by a letter which reachdd America 
in July, in which she expressed her repu
diation in very clear and derided terms. 
WhAe this was in a lettdr to the E. S.,she 
expressly stated that the passage con
taining her repudiation could be given to 
the T. S. generally, if thought necessary, 
and it was generaiy given out at the 
time, and is quoted fully in Mr. Fuller
ton's circular, dated February, 19O7T. Io 
August, 1906, in reply to a letter from a 
Chicago member, toqtiuiog about the 
possible rein-statement of Mr Leadbeaeer, 
she wrote : "Mr. Ltidlbeater’s utsterl-
tion to membership would be fatal to the 
T. S. Even if carried in America it would 
never be accepted in the other sections." 
But after her repudiation of him, Mr. 
Leadbeater began writing her, and- hie 
letters, pleading hie own cause, undoubt
edly were a potent factor in bringing 
about the complete change of base indi
cated first in her artiMe, " The Basis of 
the Theosophical Society,” which, if 
adopted as the platform of the T. S., 
would utterly destroy its usefulness as a 
means for the uplifting of humanity. It 
is a piece of special pleading, and its appli
cation to Mr. Leadbeatet’s case is clearly 
iemoneirated in the folio wmg paragraph: 
” The outcome of this argument evident^ 
reiteraees the view that the fitness and 
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propriety of a man for membership in the 
Theosophical Society depends upon his 
desire to help in bringing about the 
general realization of Universal Brother
hood ; and if this desire be questioned in 
any particular case on the ground that he 
teaches wrong doctrines or wrong ways, 
and th-ereoore is hindering, not helping, 
then it would be cogent to inquire 
whether, as a matter of fact, he has helped 
any to realize brotherhood, and the testi
mony that he has helped would be final." 
In other words, according to this article, 
Mr. Leadbeater should never have been 
removed from the T. S. at all. Her second 
recantation is contained in her statement 
appended to the " Conversation with the 
Mahatmas," in which, upon the word of 
the Adyar appearances, she abdicates her 
own judgment, and accepts their declara
tion that she was not glamoured when she 
thought she had worked with Mr. Lead
beater on the higher planes. A third 
time she declares a reversal of judgment, 
when, in reply to the question, "Would 
you, as President, permit X’s (Mr. Lead- 
b^ter’s) re-admission ?" cabled her by 
the Council of the Ellavassky Lodge, 
London, she answered: "If pubHcly 
repudiates teaching, two years after 
repudiation, on large majority request of 
whole Society, would ^ein^^'^cte, not other
wise" No person with strong convic
tions, one way or the other, would ever 
take such a position. But it indicates, as 
other things8 have done, all through thss 
Lueadbeater case, an instability of purpose 
when faced with opposition which is a 
fatal defect in a ruler. As she has chang
ed from one side of this vital question to 
the other and back again within twelve 
months, what guarantee have we for any 
stability in the future? A cable message 
to the General Secretary from Mrs. Rus- 
sak, the last of March, "Publish nothing; 
await very important letter first," would 
indc-cate that already some change is going 
on at Adyar. It is idle to speculate as to 
what it may be. It cannot nullify what 
has taken place.

In view of the facts stated above. it 
must be clear that in voting for Mrs. Be 
sant for President, members will vote for 
a lowered standard of morality, for the 
ultimate return of Mr. Leadbeatet to the 
T. S., and the continued possibiitty of 
psychic ir^t^^T^’dree^^ in the government of 
the Society. To those who desire ihtst 
things, the way is clear, but those to whom 
the preservatinn of the high ideals, of the 
purity and of the independence of the 
Theosophical Society is of paramount im
portance, cannot afford to let their per
sonal affection and gratituee to Mrs, 
Besant blind them to the truth. Shall we 
not best serve her, best show our love and 
devotion to her, by rtfusing to give her 
power to do more harm, when clearly 
shown that she has been so worked upon, 
so distracted by conflicting forces, that 
she has lost her mental poise, her moral 
insight.

A Statue of Col. Olcott.

We learn from the March Theosophmt 
that Mrs. Btsaei has placed a commis
sion for a statue of Col. Olcott in the 
hands of Mr. Govin^. Pillai, who 
exec-need the statue of H. P. B., which 
stands in the large hall at Adyar. The 
pedestal of this statue will be enlarged 
so that the two fc^t^i^c^br^ of the Theo
sophical Society may stand together. 
The model of the statue has been 
appi^^dd.

Any friends who wish to share in the 
raising of this statue are invited to send 
their coe■Cribttires to the Treasurer of 
the T. S., Adyar, Madras, India.

The "Theosophist.”

Mrs. Besant announess in the March 
Theosophust that, at the request of our 
late Presidect-FoteUer, she has under
taken the editorship of the TheosophSct 
for the rest of. her life. The general 
policy of the magazine will be the 
same as heretofore.
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One View of Psychic “Orders.”
{From “The Meaning of Adeptship f by Mr. 

Sinnett, in Broad Views, for April, igoy.Y

The Adept never makes automata of 
his fellow creatures, nor even when 
these are in conscious relations with 
himself,—turning for a moment to the 
minority of partially illuminated dis
ciples actually treading the path that 
leads to Adeptship, Never, even in 
dealing with them, does he constrain 
their action, as he might so easily if he 
chose. Deplorable misconceptions are 
apt to arise from a failure to appreciate 
this profoundly important principle, 
and neophytes, zealously enthusiastic 
in their devotion to exalted Masters 
whom they reverence without reserve, 
are but too prone to talk of the “or
ders”-they receive, and are proud, when 
received, to execute. One must not be 
too dogmatic in attempting to interpret 
the mysteries surrounding Adeptship, 
and circumstances may sometimes un
doubtedly arise in that world of spirit
ual existence already partially with
drawn from the turmoil of common
place life, when the activity of the 
subordinate in the performance of the 
work assigned to him may be guided 
by definite directions from his chief. 
. . . But such guidance, be it ob
served, would be in the nature of de
tailed directions, filling up a pro
gramme in harmony with the bent of 
his own desire to be of service. So far 
as limited opportunities have enabled 
those of us who are students of occult 
mystery to observe the course of events, 
the cases in which “Masters” intervene 
in what would be called physical plane 
affairs are quite extraordinarily few; so 
few that many of us engaged in occult 

study, learn to believe that no such in
terventions ever take place, and that if,, 
on any occasion, they may seem to
talize place, that semblance is terribly 
suggestive of the possibility that an 
intervention of a very different kind 
from those of which we have been 
speaking has somehow been possible.

For, be it remembered, in the discus
sion of all mysteries connected with 
Adeptship, we are unhappily as sure 
that evil influences are sometimes oper
ative on higher spiritual planes, as well 
as those designed to serve the spiritual 
growth of the world, and included in 
the term so often used in this essay— 
Adeptship. It would beza misuse of 
language to talk of evil Adepts, but in
fluences and conscious agencies desir
ous for reasons too intricate here to 
analyze, to impede the spiritual prog
ress of mankind, and to disconcert 
measures for its promotion which the 
loftier Adeptship may have designed,, 
do actually exist, and play a part in the 
complexities of occult experience. It 
has been said that, as regards individu
alities on this plane which such agencies 
may desire to influence or deceive, that 
under the operation of some subtle law 
relating to spiritual activity they can
not reach any one whose mental atti
tude is perfectly untinged by any mo
tive but that simple desire to do the 
right thing, which lies at the root of all 
genuine spiritual aspiration. If per
sonal ambitions of a self-regarding 
character happen to color the behavior 
of anyone in the service of the divine 
hierarchy, if, under embarrassing temp
tation, such person is betrayed into 
paltering with the truth, if the attrac
tions of the transitory life are sufficient 
to drive into the background the duties 
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appertaining to the loftier, then those 
who allow such crevices in their armour 
to be discerned, become terribly sub
ject to deceptions of the kind hinted 
at above.

{Reprinted from the April Vahani)

My Dear Editor.
May I beg a small space in which to 

speak of a subject which seems to me 
just now of extreme importance? A 
letter I received from Benares a few 
days ago contains the following pas
sage: “Our Masters themselves told 
the Colonel that Mrs. Besant was the 
best person (for President), and, there
fore, he has nominated her. I should 
think this would be a direct guide for 
most of the members in their vote.”' I 
wish, at the earliest possible moment, 
to record my protest against any re
newal of the fatal attempt to govern 
the Society by “Master’s Orders.” The 
pretention to give out these orders has 
been from the very beginning the 
plague-spot, the source of all evil in 
•the Society, the reasonable foundation 
for most of the distrust it has awakened. 
I do not doubt that H. P. B. was in 
■communication with the Masters, and 
•occasionally learned whatThey thought 
of things. She could not resist the 
temptation (perhaps it was more than 
human nature could do to resist) to con
vey this to her pupils. And what came 
of it at Adyar? A Celestial Postoffice, 
into which everybody could drop a let
ter and get advice or money, piping hot 
from the Himalaya Ashram, in five and 
thirty seconds! And in her last years 
.the supposed interference of the Mas
ters in the domestic affairs of Avenue 
Road became simply comic, even to 

kher most devoted disciples. Mr. Judge 

carried it just one step farther—from 
grey to black magic—with what results 
we all know. And now our dear CoL 
Olcott, who in health would have been 
the last to allow it, on his helpless and 
almost unconscious sick-bed is made 
to revive the Original Sin of the So
ciety!

It is not only that in all such cases 
there is reasonable doubt of the au
thenticity of the messages. • There is 
much more against them than mere 
doubt. The Masters do not—and we 
know They do not—give messages of 
this kind at all; it would be a use of 
Their powers They have always refused 
to make, just as all the Great Teachers 
in the flesh have done. I will not put 
it in my own words; take these few 
lines from Mrs. Besant’s The. Case 

Against W. Q. Judge (p. 6): “Concerned 
as these Merciful Beings are, with the 
spiritual development of mankind, with 
the drawing out of the highest facul
ties, the noblest virtues of the neo
phyte, They never try to force upon him 
a proposition which he is not ready to 
accept, even though the proposition 
embody a great truth. The Masters’ 
method is not to storm or surprise the 
disciple, but so gently to open his inner 
vision as to make him think and feel 
that he has himself found the light and 
the truth.” And yet we are asked to 
believe that these Masters wish to over
ride our own judgment in an election!

What vote I myself may give when 
the time comes is nobody’s business 
but my own; but my decision will be 
made, and I am certain the Masters 
wish it to be made, according to what 
seems io me to be the right thing to do, 
entirely uninfluenced by visions and 
revelations. An election proeured by 
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such means would be a mere farce, and 
it seems to me the duty of everyone 
who loves and reverences the Masters 
to join in repudiating this misuse of 
Their names. Are we not, in this and 
in other matters, just now inclined to 
forget that no good intentions can make 
a wrong thing right?

Yours sincerely,
Arthur A. Wells.

This letter was written and sent to 
the Editor before the publication of 
Col. Olcott’s unfortunate “Conversa
tion.” This has but made its protest 
still more necessary.—A. A. W.

GLAMOUR.
'• Satan is the minister of God.”
“ He is the magistrate of the Justice of God.”

The Secret Doctrine reconciles us to the 
existence of evil in the world by showing us its 
necessity. Only by knowing evil can we do 
good, and only by swinging between the pairs 
of opposites can we exercise freedom of choice 
and develop wisdom. Lessons of pain teach 
one phase of truth, lessons of pleasure another 
God, the One Supreme, is the author of both 
good and evil. He is the source of the pair of 
opposites, when the One falls into two, at the 
beginning of creation, never separated from 
Himself, but One in dual aspect. He is the 
Holy Ghost and Satan at one and the same 
time. He is the source and origin of the 
Suras (good forces) and the Asuras (evil 
forces), those Angels of Light and Darkness, 
who live but to do his bidding in the scheme of 
evolution, for the attainment of its perfection. 
Thus His devas arrange conditions which 
soothe and encourage men by joy, or tempt and 
test by suffering, according to his Law of 
Karma, and at the call or need of each sou^ 
that he may become perfect by overcoming, or 
may learn through falling if that is his inevit
able Karma. Where man is weak, obstacles 
are set in his way that he may become strong 
by overcoming. Good and not evil material 
provides the punching bag for the athlete. 
Where *nan  is in error, circumstances are 

arranged which will prove the falsity of con
cepts, of premises or conclusions, and teach 
wisdom. Every experience of life is a God
given opportunity, be it good or ill.

Man can see the meaning of the happenings 
without suffering if he will, but if to him some 
evil seems good, it takes on a semblence of 
truth because of the reflection from his own 
mind of some deep misconception. The 
Century Dictionary defines glamour as a sup
posed “ influence of charm on the eye causing 
it to see objects under an unreal semblence ; 
hence, anything that obscures or deceives 
vision, mental or physical.”

A man’s personal prejudices bias the vision 
and thus provide the “glamour” thrown over 
events and he reads into them what his own 
impurity reflects back to him. He is self
deceived, falls into error and endures the 
suffering necessary to replace a false perspect
ive for a true one. Glamour, then, is that 
which makes evil appear good, and. the false 
true (or vice versa), because of some false note 
in ourselves. It is the temptation of ignorance 
of personal desires or of false ideals within us*  
Only absolute purity is proof against tempta
tion.

The devil of the Christian is no God-defying 
power, before which He is helpless,but is the 
lower self in each, created by God himself 
out of which to evolve His own image and like
ness, the Higher Self. In this sense, the old 
Christian plea, that the devil tempted me and 
I did fall, finds its analogue in theosophical 
phraseology in “glamour.” Neither is an 
excuse but the evidence of some weakness or 
vulnerable spot in the lower self. Satan 
tempts, but is not to blame for the yielding, as 
he is God’s agent for giving the opportunity 
for the gaining of wisdom ; whether we call 
this aspect of God, Devas or Asuras or Lords 
of Karma, they are all one in the Supreme. 
The name for this entity or force is of no con
sequence, but it is well to see that he or it is 
not an irresistible fiend, a gloating black 
magician, but Venus-Lucifer (Satan), who is 
both tempter and redeemer. Christ says, “ I 
beheld Satan as lightning fall from Heaven.” 
—Luke x-18. “ It means that even the devils 
are subject to the Logos—who is Wisdom, but 
at the same time, as the opponent of ignorance, 
he is Satan or Lucifer. This refers to Divine 
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Wisdom falling like lightning on, and so quick
ening, the intellects of those who fight the devils 
of ignorance and superstition.” (S. D., Vol. II, 
240-257).

In this sense, we can recognize that the 
so-called dark powers have indeed done good 
work at Adyar, in revealing undreampt-of 
misconceptions and appalling credulity, that 
wisdom may be forthcoming. Because to 
some, exposure of a crime seems worse than 
the crime itself, and wickedness more deserv
ing of protection and moral support than inno
cence and honesty, the Lords of Karma 
(nothing takes place outside of their agency), 
brought about a seance that carried these 
false premises to their logical conclusions of 
the absurd contradictions that one unfit to be
long to the T. S., is fit to be an accepted 
disciple, that trifling human imperfections and 
grave criminal offences belong in the same 
category, and that too much publicity had been 
given in informing members of certain facts 
therefore give more and worldwide publicity to 
these messages. Indeed, the T. S. must be 
harboring most dangerous ideals, if it can 
reflect a glamour of truth and reason over 
these astounding instructions.

The occasion for them is a necessary and 
illuminative piece of ripe karma, which will 
show how much we really understand of those 
phrases of which we talk so glibly, piercing 
the veils of illusion, of the blossoms in the 
Hall of Learning (astral plane), and “under 
every flower a serpent coiled,” of the dangers 
of premature gaining of the siddhis, of casting 
off the fetters of pride, and of the glamour of 
ambition, the first great curse.

If there is one thing which Theosophists 
should have learned, it is that there is no more 
certain indication that a superphysical message 
comes from a source of mediocre intelli
gence than flattery. No one worth listening to 
from higher regions ever wastes time in this 
way or would enlarge a person’s self esteem 
or give him an exaggerated sense of his own 
importance. Flattery is a favorite weapon of 
astral entities and is the most subtle form of 
glamour, as we all have pride and vanity which 
responds and makes it seem for the moment 
true.

But entirely apart from the intellectual qual
ity and moral tone of the Adyar messages, 
what has the T. S. to do with astral psychism, 

which all its literature warns against, as both 
cause and effect of, mental and ¡moral degen
eracy? What is the use of preaching that 
common sense flies out at the door when 
psychic guides come in at thé window; if we 
are to yield our judgment to apparitional pro
nouncements? Can it be that the T. S., which 
claims the spiritual ancestry of true mysticism, 
is in danger of going to pieces on this same 
old commonplace rock of psychism—that mal
practice of the Science of the Soul—which has 
destroyed so many ignorant cults of false mys- 
ticism--and from the dangers of which we be
lieved that Theosophical teachings were a 
complete safeguard? The roll call in May 
will answer.

Because the T, S. needs to discriminate be
tween self government and psychic guidance, 
between real tolerance and its travestry, to 
support persons because of the principles they 
uphold, not for personal affection, to prefer 
disruption to loss of honor or betrayal of trust 
and to beware of the dangers of the wave of 
psychism sweeping through the movement, the 
Society deserved this cleansing expose of 
kindly and curative karma, and the events at 
Adyar are danger signals warning it against 
the direction in which it was drifting.

Because the welfare of the T. S. is of greater 
importance than that of any individual, we 
make this plea for impersonal and impartial 
consideration of what is due to the honor of 
the highest office in the gift of the T. S., and 
what constitutes fitness or unfitness for it.

Not because we forget but because we re
member Mrs. Besant’s teachings in “Path of 
Discipleship,” “In the Outer Court” and 
“Dharma,” should we reject the pseudo—mor
ality in the “Basis of the Theosophical So
ciety,” which repudiates her former teachings, 
nullifies her true work when in her prime she 
gave her real message to the world. Not be
cause we love her less, but because we love the 
T. S. more should we have the moral courage 
to answer the call of duty and loyalty to it, by 
voting to keep its ideals unshaken and uncom
promised. It is ours to say whether or not.we 
shall place the office of its President at the 
mercy of psychic guidance through the chang
ing whims of other world messages (see last 
cablegram from Mrs. Russak, p. 134) and ; on a 
moral basis lower than that of commercial and 
secular institutions of the day.



THE THEOSOPHIC MESSENGER

If we do, the Society will slowly but surely. 
become a spiritualistic order with no moral re
quirement for membership, and, should that 
happen, then heaven save theosophy from the 
Theosophical Society. Only if the Society 
rejects these astral, mental and moral indigni
ties. by voting against Mrs. Besant as Presi
dent, will it have successfully pierced the 
glamour and read the meanings of recent hap
penings. Only by so doing will it show that its 
concepts of the Master are too real to be ob" 
scured and desecrated by the Adyar travesty.

While we believe that the enforced publicity 
of the Adyar communications is and ever will 
be a blot on the records of the T. S., we can 
but recognize with deep sorrow that it was a 
needed experience and a fitting climax in the 
sequence of recent events, and is rich in fruit" 
age to all who understand, even though we 
grieve over its cost. If the Society shall be 
victorious by the defeat of Mrs. Besant in the 
coming election, it will be the third great crisis 
caused by psychism and safely passed. May 
it also be an end to blind, credulous and false 
hero worship and personal leadership in the 
T. S., when it can enter on an era of saner, 
purer and surer growth and usefulness.

F. T. S.

Reasons for Mrs. Besant’s Election.
Signed circulars containing arguments 

against the election of Mrs. Besant to the 
Presidency of the T. S. have been printed in 
the Theosophic Messenger. It is reasonable 
that all sides should be represented.

The questions before us are: Do we want 
Mrs. Besant as President? If not, whom do we 
want?

In my two visits to Europe I have become 
personally well acquainted with all of the 
probable candidates for the position. Some of 
these, as admitted by those who know them, 
would bring great hindrances to the office. 
None have the all-round qualifications of ex
ecutive ability, knowledge of the whole field, 
and the devotion built out of many years of 
entire service to the movement that Mrs. 
Besant possesses.

For these reasons I support Mrs. Besant.
Mary Weeks Burnett, M. D., 

3104 South Park Av., Chicago.

139

To the Members of the Theosophical 
Society.

The President-Founder having passed 
away from earth, the chief authority in 
the T. S. is vested—by Rule 27 of the 
Constitution—in the Vice-President, 
Mr. Sinnett, until the votes of the 
Society confirm or reject the nomina
tion of myself as his successor, made 
by the President-Founder. As he made 
me his deputy for the last months of 
his life, I am holding the headship of 
the headquarters temporarily — with 
the approval of the members of the 
Council within reach, Mr. Sinnett 
being in England—for ordinary busi
ness purposes ; the officers the Presi
dent-Founder appointed continuing in 
their several posts. Should the neces
sary two-thirds of the recorded votes 
of the members render valid the late 
President’s nomination, I shall then 
assume office, and issue an address to 
the members. ’

This interregnum in the Presidential 
office will not occur again, as the 
Council will be bound to nominate the 
successor of the next incumbent six 
months before the expiration of his 
term of office, so that the newly elected 
President will take up his work so soon 
as his predecessor leaves office.

It should be remembered that while 
I, personally, regard myself as the 
nominee of my Master, as well as our 
President-Founder, no member of the 
Society is bound to take that view, nor 
to base his vote on any authority save 
that of his own private judgment. 
Neither the President-Founder, nor— 
with all reverence be it spoken—our 
Master does more than nominate ; each 
member is free to accept or,reject, and 
the responsibility of his vole is the 
individual responsibility of the member.



140 THE THEOSOPHIC MESSENGER

Belief in the Master is not incumbent 
on any member of the Society ; those 
who believe in Them are not bound to 
believe in any particular manifestation 
asserted as genuine by others. Perfect k 
freedom as to belief or non-belief in 
any view or statement is the precious 
heritage of the T. S., and while I myself 
know the manifestations to be genuine, 
I defend the right of every member to 
disbelieve them, and to vote for or 
against the President’s nomination, on 
any ground chosen by himself.

Annie Besant,
Member of T. S. Council.

NOTICES.
Having received instructions from 

the Acting President, the circular of 
directions to voters, whereto is 
appended a voting slip, has been printed 
and will be mailed to every separate 
member on the last day of April, with 
an accompanying addressed envelope, 
wherein the vote is to be sent to me. 
As soon after June first as belated 
votes may be expected to arrive, the 
envelopes will be opened and the 
votes counted by a committee consist
ing of the General Secretary, the 
Assistant General Secretary, Mr. A. P. 
Warrington of Norfolk, Mr. D. D. Chi
dester of Philadelphia, and Dr. Weller 
Van Hook of Chicago. Official notice 
of the result will then be sent to the 
Acting President, and all members of 
the Section will, receive their informa
tion through the July issue of The 
Messenger. It is earnestly requested 
that members carefully observe the 
simple, directions in regard to the 
voting-slip, so that no vote may be 
uncounted through blundering.

Every possible care has been taken 

in addressing, but so many members 
have failed to apprise me of changed 
address in time for the preparation of 
the 2500 envelopes needed, that a 
number of envelopes may fail of 
delivery. In that case it will be neces
sary for the member to write to his 
former address and secure the forward
ing of the envelope. Duplicate voting
slips cannot be furnished.

All votes must be cast in the month 
of May, as directed by the Acting 
President.

The Counting Committeehave agreed 
among themselves that the vote of no 
member shall be disclosed to any 
person.

Alexander Fullerton,
April 13, 1907. Gen. Sec’y.

A member of this Section notifies 
me of having received from India 
a voting-paper, of having filled out 
the vote, and of having returned it 
to India. The Indian action is a gross 
impertinence, as well as an attempted 
fraud. I have desired the Acting 
President to give notice to Adyar that 
such votes are illegal and cannot be 
counted, and. I have requested Mrs. 
Besant to ascertain the name of the 
offender and to transmit it to me. It 
is intolerable that electioneering tricks 
should be attempted in the Theosophi
cal Society, and I shall feel grateful to 
any other member who has thus been 
approached if he will inform me of the 
fact.

Alexander Fullerton,
Gen. Sec’y.

We desire to call attention of mem
bers to another change in the Lecture 
Bureau. It is now in the hands of 
Miss Lillian Kelting, 14 Seeley Ave., 
Chicago, to whom all lectures should 
be sent that are now out,


