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or British, or what Section; they were mem-
bers of the Society and have a right to a voice
and a right to discussion on a point that con-
cerns the whole of the Society.

The point I want to make here especially,
however, is that in spite of the fact that (I
believe Mr. Gillespie has not been transferred
from the Section of which he is a member to
‘this one) the Krotona Lodge has received him,
he has no technical right on this floor to vote
—I repeat even if the Krotona Lodge has re-
‘ceived him as an associate.

MRg. GiLLESPIE: As a full member.’

Mr. WaRRINGTON: Very well, they have no
authority to change the by-laws of the Section
or do anything to affect the laws of the Inter-
national Society which indicate how the mem-
“bership in the whole Society shall be sustained.
I know that the Adyar by-laws say that a mem-
‘ber living within the jurisdiction of a Section
of the National Society must be a member of
that Section, or something to that effect. Since
this membership has not been transferred, I
deem that Mr. Gillespie is not a member of the
Section, but I have been willing for him to
talk on this floor. I have wanted him to vote
if no objection was raised by anyone else. I
did not want to raise any personal points, but
I want you to see that there has been a point
introduced here which has come into the Amer-
ican Section from the outside within the last
few months.

I honor Mr. Martyn. I think he is one of
the world’s noblemen. (Applause.) I only had
the pleasure of meeting him for a very brief
time, and then I was deeply impressed with
his personality. He is a grand man in many
ways, and I am sure he enjoys in his own
Section and in this Section wherever he has
been met a rare privilege of affection and re-
spect from everyocne.

I don’t wish to say, therefore, anything to

reflect upon Mr. Martyn cehis nobility.
-1 want to refer to his work in a minute when
I get to a point where I can place it a little
more logically, but so far as his pamphlets are
concerned I do want to say that while we
cannot escape the fact that the existence of
those data precipitated this question, but pre-
cipitated it in the form of encouraging others
who are willing to do all the work and get them
out, yet Mr. Martyn stands excused, to my
mind, in the references to personalities intro-
duced here.

I feel that if he were here today he would
feel sad over the things that have been done
and said, and I hope no one in this Section
will hold Mr. Martyn for these things.

I am stating the facts as I know them at
this time, and I am glad to do it.

There is also a boy whom I have loved dearly,
a man who made the great sacrifice in volun-
teering to enter the mighty world conflict, an
Australian, who has been behind this move-
ment. He is noble and sincere. I have an af-
fection for that dear boy which will never grow
cold. I want to speak of his honesty of pur-
pose and nobility of character.

We don’t like to get into these personalities,
and I wanted to leave things just there, but

when it comes to going into all of these de-

tails of the editorship and the sending out of
the magazine and all those things that come
into the life of an administration and must be
executed, then I must do it. I owe you the
duty, as your chief officer, of answering that
charge about me in holding up The Messenger.
I will not, however, do so in my own language.
Here I have a letter signed by Lieutenant Fos-
ter Bailey, another nobleman who offered him-
self in the great 'service and who came to Kro-
tona to recuperate from an accident occurring
in this country in the flying service, a man
who has now the office of your National Sec-
retary. He was one of the chief factors con-
cerned in this matter, and I will read the letter
addressed by him to the retiring editor.

Krotona Institute,
Hollywood,
Los Angeles. -
Sept. 28, 1919.
Mrs. A. pE C. PHILLIPS,
Krotona Institute,
Hollywood.

My dear Mrs. Phillips.

Inasinuch as you have been somewhat disturbed
because of the fact that I have given certain orders
to the Citizen’s Print Shop relative to the Septem-
ber issue of THE MESSENGER, it occurs to me it
may be of mutual benefit if I give you a statement
of the exact situation in writing, in order that you
may be definitely informed.

On the morning of Tuesday, September 26th,
after consultation with Mr, Warrington, it was
decided advisable to hold the -mailing of - the
September MESSENGER until more definite in-
formation could be obtained with regard to the
strike situation on the railroads, and its effect upon
the attendance at our coming convention, and for
other reasons. At the close of the discussion I
was instructed by Mr. Warrington to at once com-
municate with the Citizen’s Print Shop to that
effect. As I was leaving his office I said, “Of
course I should notify Mrs. Phillips of this action.”
Mr. Warrington  replied, ‘“Certainly, everything
must be done with Mrs. Phillips’ knowledge, and
nothing should be hidden at any time.”

I thereupon at once telephoned to the Citizen’s
Print Shop and within fifteen minutes thereafter
I took occasion to come to your office, where I
informed you of the acsion taken,

On the afternoon of the same day I called at
the Citizen’s Print Shop on other business, and
to_verify my telephone conversation.

I found you there talking with Mr, Brown when
I came in. Mr. Brown stated that the MESSEN-
GERS for Los Angeles County had been mailed the
night previous, but that the others had been held
up in accordance with my instructions. I then in-
quired of him as to the possibility of adding a sup-
plement to the MESSENGER, and was informed
that it would be necessary to have at least four
pages under the title of supplement. I then ex-
plained to him that if it became necessary to post-
pone our convention at Chicago we wished to use
the supplement for this purpose, and turning to
you I said, “We will have to fill up the rest of
the space with something.”” To this you made no
reply. After a few casual remarks you left the
office, without making any objections to the course
‘of procedure up to that point.

On_the evening of the 27th, after office hours,
Mr. Warrington handed me a postscript to his
article on ‘“Truth and Falsehood,” which .was al-
ready printed in the Septembr MESSENGER, with
instructions to get it to the printers at the earliest
possible moment, so that he might see the page
proof before leaving for convention. The following
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MR. WaARrIiNaTON: He has said that he over-
heard me say that I agree with the pamphlets.

MR. Grrrespie: I only heard a few words,
but I got the conversation from the two per-
sons to whom you talked.

MR. WARRINGTON: He overheard it and also
he heard gossip. I think there is a great deal
in ‘Mr. Martyn’s viewpoint. When I say “a
great deal,” I am going to explain exactly what
I mean. Don’t misunderstand me. ‘We are
now discussing something outside the Theo-
sophical Society and that is as to how this
Church shall be built up. That is not my busi-
ness, but since it has been thrust upon me, as
an individual I will express my opinion as to
what I believe should be done in what is work-
ing out now in the incarnation of cosmic plans
into the physical plane.

They are making a sort of struggle to get
the plan down to the physical plane and to
get it concretely before the people. I believe
that Mr. Wedgewood has had placed in hig
hands by the powers of the White Lodge, if you
please, a mighty task, a task to make the
nucleus of a religious movement that will em-
brace Theosophy and help to theosophize the
world; but Mr. Wedgewood is a limited man,
as you and I are limited, and he must have
co-operation. I believe he has been guided
to two men in order to get a certain co-opera-
tion in building up this organization. One of
these is the illustrious Charles W. Leadbeater.
. There in the presence of Mr. Leadbeater all the
forms have been tried out one after another
and hav been tried out accurately and in an
exacting manner. He has watched with his
wonderful clairvoyant vision; he has told how
the invisible edifice that is always constructed
by a ritual appears to him as the liturgy pro-
ceeds. When there is a defect in it he sees it
and speaks of it; he seeks to correct it, and
so patient endeavor has been given by that
great man to the gradual building up, as well
as he is able to do it with his marvelous vision,
of the inner side of this Church. That is the
spiritual side of it.

Then in Australia, right in the same house-
hold, was another man who, I think, had an-
other message to give Mr. Wedgwood for this
Church. He was Mr. T. H. Martyn. Mr. Mar-
tyn is a business man, a very successful busi-
ness man and a very—well, I won’t say fanat-
ical—but a very strong Democrat, strong in
the sense of desiring everything democratized
and put on a popular basis, and he comes with
his message to: Mr. Wedgewood. The most of
it, I feel, has been given in this country in the
form of those pamphlets, but there is some-
thing in Mr. Martyn’s message that would be
of value to this Church on the temporal side
and in the business organization. This deals
perhaps with how the corporation should be
chartered and how it should be officered and
all those things. That, I think, is the message
from Mr. Martyn to Mr. Wedgewood. So far as
I know, Mr. Wedgewood may accept it. I
know nothing final to the contrary.

It has been reported to me that Mr. Lead-
beater is in favor of the laity having a strong
hand on what is called the temporalities of
the Church.

You have had here in this Convention a
cablegram from Messrs. Wedgewood, Cooper
and Leadbeater stating distinctly the discon-
nection of these two organizations and stating
that the spiritualities reside in the clergy and
the temporalities in the laity. There you get
the latest evidence that what Mr. Martyn is
striving to have done, namely, those temporali-
ties put under the management of the laity has
been favorably considered.

Further than what I have stated to you I
have no information om this subject. I simply
call your attention to the record.

Is there, therefore, any fairness in our com-
ing here and endeavoring to decide this ques-
tion while it is practically impossible to do so?
Can we come here and claim that the Liberal
Catholic Church stands for any particular con-
stitution when we know by these reports com-
ing from Australia that the old constitution
has been annulled or withdrawn and the new
one is now being built up? Can we not wait
until the next Convention and see what kind
of a constitution has been built up by this
Liberal Catholic Church, for if they do the
thing we want them to do, if that thing is ac-
complished, then our troubles are over; we Wwill
have had all this little tempest for nothing.
‘We shall have followed the foreign leaders cer-
tainly if we don’t do that. We might at least
say, “Well, let’s communicate with Sydney
first before we go off the handle and find
out what is going to be done.”

If we stand for anything in this Theosophical
Society we must stand for fairness and not
impetuosity.

Now you see what there is in those pamphlets
with which I agree. I don’t agree at all with
the method that some of our members have
adopted in circulating them nor in the con-
struction that some of our members have put
upon them.

Another question has come up, friends, that
I did not want to mention at all and that has
reference to resignations. It has been made to
appear that because of my supposed commit-
ment in some way to the interests of the Lib-
eral Catholic Church I am discharging people
wholesale. Friends, that is false. I have taken
no action absolutely; I have taken no action in
the interests of the Liberal Catholic Church

,or any other church organization in this

world as coming first or before the interests of
the Theosophical Society, for there is no or-
ganization which comes before the Theosoph-
jcal Society in my life.

If I have asked anybody to leave an office,
or if a board of which I am a member has
passed a resolution for vacating an office, it
has been solely and exclusively in the interest
of the Theosophical Society and to protect the
Theosophical Society from things that I, as an
officer, deemed to be wrong. If certain things
going on in Krotona could continue I should
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Me. GiLLEsPIE: Oh, yes, there were.

MR. WARRINGTON: I believe that to be in-
correct. I was informed the magazine went out
on the first train that left Los Angeles. Since
Mrs. Broenniman’s name has been brought out
bere, I will state that that letter which she
received from me which affected her standing
and detached her from the Board at Krotona
represented an action that has been in my
mind for a year. It has no more to do with
‘the Liberal Catholic Church than it has with
the precession of the equinoxes. Mrs. Broen-
niman has rendered at Krotona devoted service
from time to time. I don’t believe there is a
member of the Society who has given more
energy and devotion than has Mrs. Broenni-
man. - .

CAPT. JONES:
moved?

MR. WARRINGTON: I am sorry she is not here
to speak for herself. These questions ought not
to come up, but since they have, you have a
right to charge me with answering them. Mrs.
Broenniga) has not co-operated with the ad-
ministration in a hearty way for a long time.
I do not know what her objections are to eo-
operation, but I do know that I have had diffi-
culty after difficulty. She has opposed the
constructive things we have wanted to do there.
You don’t know what we had to do to stem the
tide of Mrs. Broenniman’s opposition to the
“Light of Asia.” That is only one case.

Three things happened in July that made me
absolutely decide that I could not any longer
2o on and fulfill my duties with Mrs. Broenni-
man on that Board. I wrote to the President
of the Krotona Institute of Theosophy, Mrs.
Besant, and told her that Mrs. Broenniman
would no longer be a member of the Board after
September. When September came, I chose my
time to send a letter also to her. I don’t want
to go inte a number of details. There is just
one thing that happened immediately before
this Liberal Catholic Church business came up
that hurt some of us—to think that one of the
big things that we have in view for Krotona, the
establishment of something there that is going
to mean so much for the work of that center
and for Theosophy in this country was balked
by Mrs. Broenniman, for the time being, for
lack of co-operation. I decided then that there
would be no hesitation any longer as to what
my action should be. This has no relation
whatsoever to the Liberal Catholic Church.

I asked Miss Poutz today, “How long has it
been since the matter of having to ask Mrs.
Broenniman to retire has been a critical ques-
tion?” She said, “A year.” I then asked, “How
long has it been a tentative question?” She
said, “Three or four years.” I have been re-
proved by some of my associates for sloppy
sentimentality in retaining her and obstruect-
ing the wheels of progress. .

When I founded Krotona I went to her and
asked her to go out and help me. Her answer
was, “I will go” without a question, and for
two years she co-operated with me in the most

Then why is she being re-

wonderful way. She rendered services that
gratefully tied me to her. But during the
subsequent four or five years I have endured
and put up with other things in order to be
true to what she did in the early years. I have
been told that I was wrong, but when I have
friends I recognize them and hold to them, and
I am afraid sometimes to the injury of an or-
ganization, as may have occurred in these
cases.

Now, friends, I think I have taken all the
time I need to take, and I thank you for your
patience.

Oh, may I say one little thing more about
this canonical obedience thing? .That is what
is sticking most in your minds.

I understand your viewpoint. I understand
your fears. We are together in so much of this,
but our methods of tackling the problem are
radically different. On the one hand, in order
to satisfy yourselves as to your fears, uncon-
sciously you are going to stab the Theosoph-
ical Society in the back. I, on the other hand,
in order to gain the same safety, am trying to
show you that by the present organization we
have every protection. We have a wonderful
spiritual protection in this, that this is not our
Society, but the Society of the Masters of Wis-
dom. They started it. We are only Their
agents.

Are They so weak that They cannot protect
Their Society? Do we help when we stamp
something unworthy on its escutcheon that
brands it for all time?

Capr. JonEs: How about the loss of mem-
bership?

Mg. WarriNgTON: In 1896 a great principle
had to be upheld, and we lost nearly every
member in the American Section, but the re-
maining little nucleus gathered itself together
and stood for that great principle and thus
the present American Section arose and grew
strong.

‘What do we care about losing membership?
(Applause.) We are not here to accumulate
members and build up an organization. We are
here to stand for the principles of Theosophy
and at the same time to show that we can face
a sacrafice for the sake of our principles. We
did that in the Leadbeater case and we will do
it in this case. Those members who cannot
go on with us on the road of brotherhood and
fellowship had better get out. (Applause.)

Then the rest of the world that is waiting to
see a Society that is going to stand for brother-
hood and sacrifice for brotherhood will come
in in hordes because that is what they are
looking for. (Applause.)

This canonical obedience subject—what do
you know ahout that? Here you are tacking
the sins of Rome on to this poor little church,
a church founded by Theosophists who live for
the sake of doing something radically different
from those unworthy things which Rome has
done. You have been seized by mob panic. You
don’t know these things to be true. '

Let us look at this canonical obedience in
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real, downright something else, so I reserve
judgment. Then the last sentence::

This Convention is” supposed to order cer-
tain things regardless of what somebody else
does in the future.

My next thought was, “Well, where will they
end?’ You Masons, male and female, get out
of'the T. S. You have taken an obligation and
you won’t tell us what it is, you E. S. members.
I don’t need to say anything more. You call it
unconstitutional. This is a society for the uni-
versal brotherhood of humanity, and I see Mr.
Warrington is -using some of my thoughts.

‘We have a good many lawyers who should
be kicked out of the Society because they have
an organization of their own. Doctors, we
don’t need you fellows. But here is the thing
that stuck in me probably worse.
study we know there are people of a scientific
turn of mind. There are others who have a
devotional turn of mind and the different types
of mind.

Suppose that I should desire to pursue my
studies, my development along the devotional
line. Must I be penalized and kicked out of
the Society because I want to go forward? I
don’t think so. My thoughts in this matter
have been expressed very clearly; that all of
this hubbub is about personal things—what I
want for myself or my friends. It isn’t what
somebody wants for the T. S. Don’t ever get
that in your head. It isn’t that unselfish, and
I think the brother has, along toward the end
of his speech, indicated just where the thorn
4n his side is. A number of the people saw the
same thing. He didn’t get the room he wanted
to live in. (Laughter.)

A Mempers In order to prove our loyalty
to Mr. Leadbeater, and all the rest, I move that
the resolution be accepted.

Tag CHAIRMAN: The motion is already be-
fore the house, but that doesn’t close debate.

Mr. Harn: If I may be allowed ore minute,
there are two or three points I would like to
bring before the Convention before the previous
question is moved, because they haven’t been
touched upon, and I think the error should be
corrected.

In the statement that was made in support
of this resolution it was stated that the mem-
pers of the Board of Krotona Trustees, the fif-
teen members of this Board, were members of
the Liberal Catholic Church or were in favor
or connected with it. We can get that from
the stenographer.

I want to state that there are only six mem-
bers out of the fifteen that are members of
the Liberal Catholic Church. I am a member
of that Board and I am not a member of the
Liberal Catholic Church and I resent and deny
any allegation to that effect.

This other point with regard to the member-
ship, the legal status: There is no necessity
‘for arguing that because those who are against
this resolution have waived that point. They
are willing that these people should have this
vote whether they are entitled to it or not.

MESSENGER SUPPLEMENT

From our

. vieoL. =3

With regard to & statement made about Mr.
Walton in the speech made here this morning,
Mr. Walton was held up for ridicule. I won’t
say it that way. His name was mentioned a
number of times and caused laughter. (Lough-
ter.)

MR. WALTON: In which I join. Laughter.)

Mgr. Harr: Mr. Walton is a personal friend
of mine. He is a man I have known for a long
time. I have known him in a number of ways,
and I stand here to say I do not know a single
member of the American Section more honor-
able, trustworthy and more to be relied on in
any way and who couldn’t, by any possible con-
sideration, do the things of which he is ac-
cused. I don’t think such a thing is possible.
I say it as a friend, as a man who has known
him intimately for a long time.

Miss Cora ZeEMLocK: Mr. Chairman, I
would like to ask whether you were correctly
quoted as having said to Mrs. Phillips, the
editor of THE MESSENGER, that this motion or
this resolution wasn’t unconstitutional, and
that members of the Society were perfectly
within their rights in circulating the resolu-
tion and in bringing matter such as is con-
tained in those pamphlets before the members
of the Section?

THE CHARMAN: I have no recollection of
stating that the resolution was constitutional.
My opinion is if I did make such a statement
it was because I hadn’t examined the resolu-
tion. My present legal opinion is that it is
contrary to the constitution of the International
Society and also the constitution of the Amer-
ican Society, that it is against the principles of
‘brotherhood as announced in the first section
of our purposes.

Mgs. MAckEN: Friends, I have been deeply
interested in the arguments presented to us this
morning and this afternoon. The thing that
impressed me most was the deep sincerity on
both sides of this question. The thing next
was the deep loyalty that was shown. We are
told that in the very near future, we have been
told for some years that in the very near fu-
ture, there would come before this Society, or
within it, a question that would almost disrupt
it, a real upheaval.

Now, how could that come? The forces that
would bring that in would take that very
thing that impressed me so deeply, that in-
tense loyalty, the loyalty of the devotional type
who are so anxious to help on in the work of
the blessed Lord when he comes and the loyalty
of those deeply intellectual persons who feel
they must defend what they see is right in our
beloved Theosophical Association.

Don’t you see what has come before us? The
thing is here. Now we, every one of us, are
in it. One side is needed just as much as the
other side. We can’t get along without them,
If either side of this comes to a vote this after-
noon, there will be one side that will naturally
what they call “win out.” We are governed by
our feelings. We have forgotten that almost






30 MESSENGER SUPPLEMENT

© Let us in our deliberations and in our de-
cisions today make no mistakes. Let us not
decide this thing from fear. (Applause.)

. MR. GarmMAN: I am like Mr. Greenleaf in
that I did not expect to say.anything in this
Convention. I am not prepared to make a
speech, but I want to say a few words. First
of all, I want to say that it is perhaps the
sorriest day of my life when I am compelled
to stand up in Convention and make state-
ments that perhaps might be contrary to those
of others, but I feel that one or two things I
should say are true, and I hope they will prove
useful.
~ During the time I. was the National Secre-
tary, for two and a half years, I did not send
out anything that was against the presént ad-
ministration and even after my resignation I
showed my friends my attitude toward the ad-
ministration by being willing to go out under
the Publicity Department under certain condi-
tions so that from the standpoint of the time I
was connected officially, you can see there has
been no antagonism from the standpoint at
least of the officials' in my official position.

Now, I want to read a quotation. I want to
say this first, that with all these ideals that
Mr. Warrington has expressed, with all of the
ideals of Theosophy and with the three objects
I am in hearty accord, and I.believe those
who have signed this petition are likewise in
full agreement. That is the point upon which
we fully agree, there is no question, and it
seems to me that if we are to have freedom of
thought and freedom of speech, as our noble
H. P. B. and Colonel Olcott has said was at the
very basis of our Society, then it seems to me
that we ought to be able as a Convention of
representative Theosophists to stand up here
quietly and coolly and discuss the points in
question and not make.attacks upon personali-
ties.

‘What I mean by that is, if men have taken
action, that action, of course, may be discussed
without reference to, perhaps, the motive, with-
out reference to the personality, but at least
the action of every member of our Society af-
fects the Society as a whole and, therefore, I
contend that a man’s action is open for discus-
sion -if it is connected with the Theosophical
Society.

Now, I have a quotation here. I can’t tell
you the source, but it is supposed to be from
one of the Messengers. An article came in
from a member in New York and I happened
to see it on the editor’s desk. This is the quo-
tation that started the article. You can take
it for what it is worth. I don’t take it as com-
ing from the Master, because I don’t know its
source, but it sounds to me that it does.

‘What we want of you is to depend upon your
own strong mind. You must learn that only you
yourself must decide whatever the personality must
do or not do, and in what way. Seriously, then,
be sure that you are right to the best of your own
self-knowledge, and -then do that even if it is
against our express wishes, for even your faith in
us may not interfere with your whole inherent
power.

Now we have 700 names there of people who
have expressed an opinion. Every one of those
people approve this movement. As a member
of the Liberal Catholic Church, I can speak
from that body. I can’t speak with the spiritual
side of it because that is not given to the laity.
I can only speak.of the temporal side and so
far as I am concerned, being a Theosophist, I
am willing to have my own spiritual religion
and do my own thinking along those lines and,
of course, I am willing to allow the laity to
have full jurisdiction regarding the spiritual
teachings of the church, but the thing we are
discussing is the form, and that is what Mr.
Martyn in those two pamphlets of his has
taken up, the form of the Liberal Catholic
Church, and I believe those of you who have
read those and are in touch with the demo-
cratie spirit of our times must know that a
church that is modeled along the lines of the
Roman Catholic Church cannot succeed.

Now, they have, as I understand it, a con-
stitution that has been drawn up and upon
which Mr. Wedgwood had agreed to change
the constitution and had made this agreement
with Mr. Leadbeater, according to Mr. Martyn,
and they had failed to do so. Mr: Martyn
further stated -that Mr. Leadbeater is inter-
ested in-the cosmic plane. His: consciousness is
so focussed there that it rather annoys him, so
to speak, to be bothered to any great extent
with the form of things and when he found
out Mr. Wedgewood had the preference he sim-
ply deferred to Mr. Wedgewood as the head of
that church, which was the only thing he could
do.

I have spoken on these things simply from
this standpoint, according to this statement, if
it be true, that we ought to do our own think-
ing along these lines and to think of that which
we think should be done and then if we make
a mistake, it is our fault. If we go ahead blind-
ly as the members—I do not speak for the E.
S.—and simply do what other people tell us to
do, like sheep, we will have an orgamzatlon
that is nothing but a sheepfold.

I want to say just a few words with reference
to the ideals that have been held up and I
have already said we agree with all of these
ideals. There is not one member of the signers
that I have met, and I have met a number, that
are opposing the church or opposing the ideal
or opposing the object. I want that under-
stood. I think that if there is any member
here who signed the petition and disagrees, I
am willing to be corrected. None of them dis-
agree to the form of the church, except—I
speak now with reference to the general wel-
fare of the church—that all wish it well and
all want to help it. Those are the ideals that
we have listened to and as I say, we are in for
them. However, there are one or two facts
that we can’t get around.

Now, with reference to Mr. Walton being the
Acting Vice-President, Mr. Walton, of course,
wasn’t appointed in that office, but I know to
my own knowledge and have been told by Mr.
‘Warrington that while he was out of the city
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said to be a coincidence, and I do not doubt that
at all, may have been considered for two or
three years, but I have noticed that, well, quite
often when people think for themselves and dis-
agree with the administration, that there is an-
other coincidence.

Now, I regret very much that these things
have to come up at the convention. A conven-
tion should be a spiritual channel through
which the Master’s force could flow. That is
what it should be; but, friends, I want to say
this, that if there are festering sores under the
surface and if things are not right under the
surface, then the Master’s power cannot pour
through this convention, through any of our
lodges, or anything else, because we are told
that harmony is the great keynote, and I would
suggest that if we want to have harmonious con-
ventions of this kind, then we must start at the
cause of things and get our causes straightened
out, and then, and then only, will we have what
we are looking for. (Applause.)

Mers. STorer: It seems to me in all this dis-
cussion that the convention has not read the
ritual of the Liberal Catholic Church. I have
in my possession at home an American Episco-
pal prayer book, revised from the English prayer
book in 1898, that we are now using. There is
no Roman Catholic about it. It has been a hard
hing for years for me to get over the personal
antagonism to the Roman Catholic Church and
‘even its members, and I surely wouldn’t enjoy
anything that had anything to do with that
connection, and I studied the ritual pro and
con. before I ever joined that church, and it is
the revised American Episcopalian Church.

Me. HEroLp: We have overlooked something
that was said this morning, as the lady this
afternoon suggested that we remain in silence
and wait. Mr. Warrington this morning said,
“There is never harm in waiting until sure”—
you will find that in the record this morning—
and I think the only way—we have heard both
sides—it to wait until we can see more clearly.
These are the exact words.

- Mg. STtowe: I am not a member of the Lib-
eral Catholic Church and I do not look upon it
with any particular favor, but I am not afraid
of it. I am afraid that we shall do something
here which will conflict with the broad prineci-
.ple of toleration on . which our Society is
founded. I think the remedy in your hands is
to scrutinize the oificers that you are going to
elect and be sure that you have confidence in
them. :

Taking the present Board of Trustees, of
which I happen to be a member, there are how
many members of the Liberal Catholic Church
on the present Board of Trustees? You know
that the President, Mr. Warrington, is not a
‘member, and of the other four, there seems to
be only one poor unfortunate, and that is Mr.
Robert Walton; so how can you expect that one
member of the five will be able to exercise a
preponderance of influence?

- I have had the pleasure of working with Mr.
Walton for a good many years, and I have

always found him earnest and active in Theo-
sophical work, and the fact that he is in so
many minor offices in Krotona is to his credit.
(Applause). It proves that he does things well
and that he is sincere and earnest, and we are
glad to have him work for us.

Now, it is my belief that we cannot do better
than put him back in office as trustee in spite
of his connection with the Liberal Catholic
Church, because I believe Theosophy is his first
interest and that he will see that our interests
are protected. If he doesn’t, you have your
remedy in your own hands, because you have

- the recall and you can take him out of that

office inside of three months. -

Mgs. Woop: I want to say personally that I
for onc know nothing about this subject, and I
would like very much to have more time to look
at and into it. I don’t want to see us do any-
thing hasty. I don’t see why it should take a
year. Why couldn’t it be postponed and all the
Sections given a chance for a few weeks or a
few months of careful consideration through
the method used through THE MESSENGER, and
give everybody a chance. I have noticed every-
one here is earnest and they want to be broth-
erly and loving. We hear a faint murmur, but
it has never come near us in Houston Lodge,
and I know nothing but war work and pioneer
work. I wouldn’t want to vote on either side.
I would like to have more time. It is a ques-
tion of time to reflect. I believe in hospitality.
I am a suffragette and I know if these officers
do not do their duty, it will be put into the
hands of the more efficient ones and they will
thin out of their own accord.

Let us give this thing a little more time to
be settled in a graceful, loving way.

A MrMmBER: We have heard a good deal of
talk, especially this morning, about sticking to
our Theosophical principles. In those princi-
ples, I think there is a belief in certain laws of
nature, and I think we have heard it expressed
many times that if we have a moment’s start in
the Theosophical work that isn’t right, that
isn’t based upon the right action, and right de-
sires and right motives, it is going to die, be-
cause it won’t have power behind it. I think
we are acting as children here in becoming
afraid of something.

Who in this country could force me to join
this Church? I am protected by the laws of
America. Why should I fear these people? If
we are going to elect them on the Board of
Trustees, we do not have to vote for them. We
have a democracy. Why don’t we have a little
faith in the principles we all depend upon and
profess to believe in? ’

Request from house that debate discontinue.

Mes. REEp: Mrs. Johnson has been on her
feet for a long time. I ask a hearing of her.

Tas CHAmRMAN: I want to say I can’t cut
off the debate so long as anyone asks to speak.

Mes. JoENSON: I will be brief. I am a mem-
her of the Buffalo Lodge and have been for
twenty-two years. The question has been on the
loss of membership in the Theosophical Society
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THE CHAIRMAN: The amendment is out of or-
der until after the previous question has been
exhausted. No motion can be made between the
time of calling for the previous question and
voting upon the motion.

Mg. Harr: Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask
for information. Is it possible under the rules
of order to allow Mr. Gillespie five minutes in
debate? Personally, I am sick and tired of any
further discussion and I think we have gone
into it and taken up all the details, yet I don’t
think it wise to stop without giving Mr. Gilles-
pie a chance for his rebuttal. I don’t know
that I am in order. Is it possible for us to allow
him five minutes?

Mr. GmiespiE: I will waive the right, Mr.
Chairman. I am perfectly satisfied.

Doctor KIRK:
three weeks.

(Cries of “No” from the house.) .

TaE CHAIRMAN: I wish to explain to you
- what we are about to vote upon so that you may
understand it. The Resolutions Committee, or
Mr. Hall, its Chairman, has moved that the
resolution which is before you be rejected.
Your vote in the affirmative rejects the resolu-
tion. Your vote in the negative passes the reso-
lution, adopts it, so now when the motion is
called for, you will be asked to vote first in the
affirmative in favor, not for the resolution, but
in favor of rejecting it, because it is a nega-
tive fragment, as it were.

I will now put the motion. Those in favor of
rejecting the resolution, please rise. I will ask
the Secretary to count.

DRr. MitcEELL: Mr. Chairman, is this proxy
vote, or what kind of a vote is this?

THE CHARMAN: This is a rising vote:

DRr. MiTcHELL: But some people have sev-
eral hundred votes and some one.

THE CHAIRMAN: After the vote is taken, if
you have any doubt, you have a right to call for
a division or a proxy vote. This may be only
a preliminary test.

(The vote was taken and count made.)

TeeE CHAIRMAN: 1 declare that the resolu-
tion is rejected. One hundred sixty-seven pres-
ent stood for the motion made by the Resolu-
tions Committee, not counting the proxies each
one represents,* and one hundred seven aganist
the motion, including members present and the
proxies they held.

MR. GaArRMAN: I would like to have it appear
on the record, as I have 98 proxies, that I voted
against this resolution for the simple reason
that I believe it was not constitutional, that is,
I believe that it would have interfered with the
first object from a long-distance view, but that
I do favor the actual taking place and putting
into effect of all of those suggestions that are
contained in the resolution, and I suggest that
from the floor a resolution be shaped that would
not infringe on the first object of the Society
that would cover this case. )

*[These aggregated about 1,000.—Ed.]

I will change that motion to -

THE CHAIRMAN: Now that you have passed
ithe resolution, I did not quite see from the legal
standpoint how you could have a universal
brotherhood without respect to creed, and ob-
ject to officers and members of a church having
a universal membership.

Mgrs. FincH: I protest against Mr. Garman’s
assertion that he has 98 proxies. I know of
several that have been reclaimed that should
be subtracted from the 98. I am one of them.

TrE CHAIRMAN: If there is no motion to ad-
journ, we will ask for the next resolution.

MR. GARMAN: I want to say to the lady who
spoke that the proxy was subtracted, and later
two other proxies were handed in.

THE CHAIRMAN: I am informed that the
photographer is here to take a picture. Is there
any desire to adjourn and take the picture at
this time?

(Cries of “No” from the house.)

THE CHAIRMAN: We will ask for a further
report of the Resolutions Committee.

Mr. Harr: The second resolution presented
on the floor is as follows:

Mr. Hall re-read Resolution No. 22. See page
38.) . :
That is the resolution and the Resolutions
Committee unanimously recommended the adop-
tion of this resolution and I, therefore, move,
Mr. Chairman, that the convention adopt this
resolution. (Seconded.)

(The resolution was unanimously adopted.)
—(Applause.)

THE CHAIRMAN:
gelting very clear.
time.

MR. Harr: The third resolution to be pre-
sented is as follows:

TO THE RESOLUTION COMMITTEE AND THE
TWENTY-THIRD ANNUAL CONVENTION OF
THE AMERICAN SECTION OF THE THEOSOPH-
ICAL SOCIETY SITTING IN THE CITY OF
CHICAGO IN THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, SEP-
TEMBER, NINETEEN HUNDRED NINETEEN.

WHEREAS, at the regular monthly meeting of
the Board of Trustees of the American Section of
the Theosophical Society held at Krotona, De-
cember 29, 1917, a resolution was passed creating
the office of War Secretary of the Publicity De-
partment and appointing Mrs. Laura Slavens Wood
of Houston, Texas, to the post with power to or-
gagize the work at the discretion of the incumbent;
and,

WHEREAS, by letter of December 31, 1917, the
President of the Board of Trustees of the Theo-
sophical Society gave the War Secretary, ‘“free
hand to proceed and organize the War Work along
practical and useful lines”; and,

WHEREAS, Mrs. Wood as War Secretary under
such authority assessed each Lodge its quota, and
through tireless efforts managed to collect from
Lodges all over the country the sum of Ten Thous-
and Eight Hundred Fifteen Dollars and Sixty-two
Cents ($10,815.62), established Recreation Work in
ten camp cities, organized nine (9) Lodges in new
territory, installed libraries in 26 different c¢ities,
distributed 10,000 ‘“‘At the Feet of the Master”’—
had copies of same made in Braille for each of
the blind soldiers, distributed 240,000 pieces of
literature; and, . o

WHEREAS, Mrs. Wood as War Secretary raised
this fund of $10,815.62 at the remarkably small
cost of two cents on the dollar, and administered
it to the great advantage of Theosophy and the
American Section; and,

I think the atmosphere is
We are learning all the






36 MESSENGER SUPPLEMENT

to a vote of the American Section and it was re-
leased on the same day to all of them, May 22,
so it could be legally done, and two-thirds of
these members ratified it, and that binds me to
the three objects.

All that was asked in that resolution was that
this work be continued and I fulfill my legal
obligation, and the work is so great along the
line of organizing in this new territory, because
this is the only Pioneer fund that has been
raised and the only Pioneer Work that has been
organized in a systemized way. It has been go-
ing on before whenever a national lecturer
could afford to do it in a personal way. He
would do it if he could.

This isn’t conflicting with any other move-
ment that we have in the Section today. That
is something. There was nothing of the kind
in existence in the Pioneer fund to organize
these new lodges. I haven’t gone outside of a
camp city to do the work, and there are many
camp cities waiting, and I am legally obligated
to do this and I want you to understand it be-
fore you decide on something that is going to
cause me trouble and is going to be wrong.

I want you to know this, and I was assured
by the Publicity man that this had not been
thoroughly understood and we would work in
perfect harmony. TUnfortunately, there have
been five incumbents in a year and a half, and
they said they recognized the extreme difficulty
in that. In every particular I have kept faith
with the plan and I am ready to stand by my
contract if it costs me my very life. I have
cooperated to the very last syllable..

Now, if the Board say they didn’t understand
it, I excuse them altogether from any intention
to make me trouble or blockade the work. They
said they didn’t understand it and I am going
to give them an opportunity to study it over,
. but it seems to me anything that has been sub-
mitted to so many times concerning so many
people, and with such a fund of money, should
be given gerious and legal consideration.

I have been keeping to my part of the agree-
ment absolutely, and I know that the Publicity
Department and the Board of Trustees intend to
do the same. They didn’t understand how this
was binding on me and that the subscription
cards carried those three purposes.

I want you to understand this before the mat-
ter is put to a vote.

MemMBER: Do you mean by that that the
resolution before us now, if passed, would be
contradictory to the contract?

Mers. Woop: Yes; it would cause the entire
stopping of all this work I have promised to do,
not only personally, but through the circulation
of these subscription cards. It would be an
illegal thing to do it. I have consulted good
authority, and I don’t think we should do these
hasty things. We want to learn through think-
ing. I have no feeling on the matter at all. I
am determined to do what is right.

M. GuiespiE: Do I understand you to say a
certain amount of money was given you for a
specified purpose?

MRs. Woop: I said that money should not be
used except for those three objects.

MR. Gmiespie: Then it is impertinence on

- the Board’s part to interfere with it.

Meg. REED: Why was the first resolution pre-
sented?
MgsS. Woop: The only thing that was said

was that the work be continued as formerly,
that it be called Pioneer Work in place of War
Work. That suggestion came from the Pub-
licity Department saying it was post-War Work,
and we graciously accepted their suggestion.
Through the stress of circumstances, it has been
placed upon the second in place of the first ob- -
ject. I think to call it the Pioneer Fund with
the main part of the work where it is forced
to be on the continuing of organizing these
lodges, where there have already been twenty-
six lodges placed, and where there has been a
great deal of interest, classes and various things,
really, I feel you should know this work has
branched out until it is impossible to chop it off.

A Mewmper: If this is delegated to you by the
Board of Trustees, I should think they could
withdraw it.

Mers. Woop: Not without the consent of the
five hundred subseribers.

My plan was submitted to them before the
two-thirds vote was taken and now these mem-
bers have voted it should go this way. I have
no authority to appropriate this money for any-
thing else.

MRs. Geray: Wouldn’t this be solved by sim-
ply altering that resolution slightly and letting
the money laid in your hands cover all three ob-
jects which it was originally pledged for?

Mgrs. Woobp: There are many who want to
see this Pioneer Work go on and they see no
reason why, if the Field Service asks for other
money, if these different activities ask for a lit-
tle more, why we couldn’t do this work in the
South. Part could be used in the North and
part in the South. That suggestion was only
put in for that reason. It seems like a sin to me
to cut it off when it reaches its maximum, as it
will when that fund is used up.

I have an assurance that the work will go on.
There is no fund at all, and I feel sure I could
raise the fund enough to keep it going without
interfering with anything else. It is simply
for the good of this new field and this new
activity. That is the only reason that this divis-
ion was put in, that the work be continued, and
known as the Pioneer Work.

MR. WARRINGTON: I believe I can save you
all time. Mrs. Wood doesn’t understand. The
Board isn’t unwilling for her to use the remain-
ing portion of this fund which she has in the
wayishe honestly believes she is committed to
use it.

There is an underlying explanation which
might be interesting, but I think isn’t pertinent.
She has a certain sum which remains in her
hands. She feels obligated to utilize it in a cer-
tain way. I am sure the Board would be happy
to recognize that fact and say to her, “Go on and















