


























106

themselves; they should take the advice of

the younger members in the matter as it .

was the younger amongst them who would
have to carry on the work. If there were
- a large body of opinions that desired a
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change, then it was the business of the offi-
cers of the Society to suggest the best way
of carrying out the will of the Society in
those particular matters.— From The
Vauawn for July.

UNKNOWN AMERICA

BY L. W. ROGERS

that any part of America is unknown .

IT would not be quite accurate to say

but it is accurate to say that Alaska is
practically unknown to the majority of

Americans; and such lack of knowledge of .

our own country should not be. Most of
us have as vague ideas of Alaska as we have
of Madagascar. We think of it as a vast,
wild country of perpetual frigidity, that is
useful chiefly because of its mineral de-
posits; a wild world where adventursome
men go to prospect for gold, and take an
even chance of returning with a fortune or
of leaving their bones to be buried by the
snows that sweep over bleak mountain
wastes. We have heard of Alaska chiefly
through stories of adventure in which
novelists have drawn freely on their imagi-
nations to weave thrilling dramas about
meager facts; and that phase of perilous
adventure has been so emphasized that it
will not be easy for the average reader to
think of Alaska as a country not remark-
ably different from the extreme northwest-
ern part of the States, as to topography,
nor from the extreme northeastern part, as
to climate. The latter point—climate—is
the one most firmly fixed in the popular
imagination. Alaska typifies all that is
bleak and frigid. Temperatures of 60 and
70 degrees below zero and mountains that
are never free from snow give an impression
of perpetual and terrible winter. Such im-
pressions make it difficult to state the faects,
for to many people they will seem more in-
credulous than the wildest extravagances
of the romances. To tell the average maga-
zine reader that overcoats are mot so com-
mon in the Klondike as in California, and
that more people freeze to death in Dakota,
than in all Alaska, would be to challenge
his faith in one’s veracity; but both state-
ments are nevertheless true.

There are enormous differences in Alaska
climates. The Japan current gives South-
eastern Alaska a climate very like that of
western Washington and Oregon, with
much rain. When the sun is not shining
at Juneau a coal fire is necessary in mid-
summer. But when the sun does shine the
temperature runs up to sometimes 80 or
90 degrees. Less than a hundred miles
north of Juneau the rainbelt suddenly ends
and the sunshine is as constant as in Cali-
fornia. In the rainbelt country the ther-
mometer very seldom goes down to zero.

It is in the interior where the mercury

drops to 70 degrees below zero. But it must
be remembered that that is exceedingly
rare and that ordinary winter weather is
perhaps 40 degrees below. Dakota, Minn-
esota and the New England states often
have that temperature and not all of them
have the dry Alaskan air that makes forty
degrees of frost more endurable than ten
in a humid.atmosphere: A mian in charge
of a dog team, making the journey of six
hundred miles from the coast to Dawson,
and sleeping out at nights, wears no over-
coat. His costume consists of ordinary
underwear, shirt, trousers, woolen. socks,

.woolen sweater, and a cloak made only of

bedticking, with a hood. A sleepingbag
completes his outfit. An old-timer told me
that in two years at Dawson he had not
heard of a single death in the Klondike by
freezing.

In the near future this little known terri-
tory will be the State of Alaska, its towns
will become cities and among its other ¢‘in-
fant industries’’ theosophy will flourish,
for it belongs to this kind of a country as
blossoms belong to a fruit tree. I used to
be puzzled because people who had returned
to the States from this frontier life desired
to go back to it, raved about it, and longed
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" St.-Alban from reprinting the Sonnets in
say 1623, with the old title page and date,
and with the additional six Sonnets in-
serted. In spite of the fact that no names
were given in these Sonnets, the fact about
the King referred to in them must have
been known to others besides himself, and
there must have been friends of his who
well knew that he was the real Shakespeare
and others probably who suspected it, so
that it would have been by no means safe
merely to put out these sonnets as Shakes-
peare’s, though with the additional pro-
tection of the false date, he was, as events
have proved, safe from discovery.

To conclude, no othér explanation of the _

meaning of the six sonnets has—so far as
the writer is aware—ever been suggested.
The explanation, of course, implies that
the only copies of the Sonnets still extant
belong to the later and false-dated edition;
but that is not very surprising for there
are extremely few copies in existance. The
well known Shakespearean, Sir Sydney
Lee, has succeeded in. tracing but six.
There is in John Ryland’s library at Man-
chester, England, a copy of the Sonnets
dated 1609 bearing at the top of the title-
page a manuscript note ‘‘5d’’; and it has
been conjectured that this is the particular
copy which Edward Alleyn, the Founder
of Dulwich College, says in his diary he
bought for 5d in 1609.

If that conjecture were correct, the Son-
nets could not, of course, have been written
in 1621, because they are in this volume;
but on this subject the Librarian writes as
follows: .

With further reference to the Sonnets,
I beg to say there are no further manu-
script dates in the volume, and nothing
to connect it with Alleyn, except the M.S.
note 5d. ,

So the conjecture that this copy was the
one bought in 1609 is without foundation.
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After considering these curious circum-
stances, we shall not be so much surprised
at finding a short poem which almost ob-
viously refers to St. Alban and his feigned
death in 1626, printed as a poem by Cax-
ton, the inventor of printing, who belonged
to the 15th and not even to the 16th cen-
tury, much less the 17th, when in fact the
lines must have been written in a very
valuable series of reprints of old literature,
entitled the ENGLISH GARNER SERIES, pub-
lished by Arthur Constable in 1903, the
lines are given (15th volume of the series,
called A VoLuMe oF 15TH CENTURY
Prose anxp VERSE) under the heading
““‘Certain Prefaces and Epilogues by Wm.
Caxton (1475-1490) "’ as follows:

The board’s head in hands I bring

With garlands gay and birds singing;

I pray you all to help me sing

Qui estis in convivio (i.e. who are privileged to
share in our knowledge and rejoicing about
him).

The boar’s head, I understand

Is chief service in this land

‘Whereso’er it may be found.

Servitur cum sinapio (i.e. it is served with a
grain of mustard).

The boar’s head, I dare well say

Anon after the twelfth day

He taketh his leave and goeth away.

Egit tunc de patria (i.e. he quitted then his
native land).

By ¢‘the twelfth day’’ here is probably
meant the 12th April 1626. The date of
his supposed death was Easter Day the
9th April. It is curious that the date
which he chose for his next feigned death—

‘the supposed death of Francis Racoczi IT

of Hungary in 1735—was almost identical,
being the 8th April. Can that too have
been Easter Day, and chosen, like the for-
mer, on that account as symbollically suit-
able, being the day of ‘‘Resurrection’’ from
the supposed grave ?

I Sueep, I eat and drink, I read and meditate, I walk in my neighbor’s pleasant
fields, and see the varieties of natural beauties; delight in all that in which God de-
lights—that is, in virtue and wisdom, in the whole creation and in God Himself. And
he that hath so many causes of joy, and so great, is very much in love with sorrow and
peevishness who loses all these pleasures and chooses to sit down upon his little hand-

ful of thorns.

Jeremy Taylor.












FROM THE NATIONAL SECRETARY

July 10, 1919.
A. P. Warrington, Pres. Board Trustees,
American Section Theosophical Society,
Krotona, Lios Angeles, California.

Dear Mr. Warrington:

I beg to submit the annual report for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1919, which
indicates that conditions in the American Section of the Theosophical Society are simi-
lar in many respects to those of the preceding year; although several additional points
are presented herewith for the serious consideration of the Board.

An analysis of the annual financial statement shows the income from Fees and
Dues and the general expenditures to total approximately the same as. the previous
year; the Fees and Dues being $246.90 larger and the general expense $308.17 more
than during the previous year. '

Although the income is shown to be $17,886.55 this year, as compared to $16,640.17
the previous year, this increase is "due mainly to the large contributions received
from donations for the publicity department, and used by that department entirely
for publicity purposes. . .

The assets of U. S. Liberty Bonds $2500 are offset to the extent of the $1500 bank
note shown under liabilities, the amount borrowed from the Hollywood National Bank
to meet current expenses for the year.

MzsseENGER subscriptions amounted to a total of $247.68, which represents more
than 300 MESSENGER subsecribers who are nct T. S. members.

An effort was made to reduce overhead expenses and keep general expenses down
so as not to exceed those of the previous year, in spite of the continually advancing
price of materials, which was successful.

A general survey of the field shows that the American Section has been maintain-
ing its usual standard as viewed from the total number of its individual members; but
that it is not so strong and virile from a lodge standpoint.

Two main reasons, in my opinion, may be given as causing this condition by which
~ the lodges are diverting their force away from the regular lodge channels, although
there are doubtless more subtle reasons that are not now apparent.

First, the war with its many demands on our members has focused the attention
of our workers on social and humanitarian forms of labor thereby taking
away the energy that would otherwise build stronger lodges; and,

Second, the feeling of uncertainty and change, doubtless unconscious in many in-
stances, caused by the entry of such movements as the Liberal Catholic Church

into the Theosophic field, and, the tentative turning of our leaders toward

educational, political, religious and social lines of activity.

In other words, there appears to be a pause in the work. The workers, or mem-
bers, appear to be looking to the immediate future with expectancy and hope, rather
than bending their efforts to fulfilling the needs of the present.

The number of members who became inactive at June 30, 1919, was very large.
More than one-eighth of our total membership dropped out automatically because of the
non-payment of dues. This falling away of so large a percentage of our membership is
abnormal, and the cause should be sought diligently, and if possible, eradicated.

The tendency for members to turn to individual work and effort as single units
rather than through the lodge organization has created a situation that reflects on the
efficiency ‘of the lodges, although the sum total of individual accomplishment is prob-
ably more, not less. Out of our nearly 200 lodges, 20 lodges in the Section are such in
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Inventory
Furniture and Fixtures

THE MESSENGER

BALANCE SHEET, JUNE 30, 1919

ASSETS

Stationery

Library

Lantern Slides

Engravings

Members’ Booklets

Stamps

Publicity, Furniture and Fixtures .

Balance in Bank.

Balance Cash on Hand

United States Liberty Bonds.

Investment Account

LIABILITIES

Reserve Fund—Fees and Dues, 1919-1920.
Less Sundry Disbursements 1920

Hollywood National Bank Note.

Discretionary Fund

Folsom Fund

‘War Relief Fund

Publicity Donations

Balance, Credit of Income and Expense..........

$2,937.23
' 606.02
250.00
65.00
19.00
11.56
81.50 '
26.90 $4,471.55
4,199.81
132.25
2,550.00
$5,967.81
$2,597.87
24,75 2,573.12
1,500. 00
28.6
9. 69
25.00
510.34
$ 1739.02

$11,353.61

$11,353.61

STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURES FOR YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1919

. INCOME
Fees and Dues, 1919, $14,120.66
Appreciation, Publxcxty, Furniture and Fixtures.............cc...... 15.40
Donations Section 145.76
Donations Publicity 3,134.12
Messenger Subscriptions 247.6
Interest, Discount and Exchange. 222.93
A EXPENDITURES
Expense $ 140 15
Cartage 53
National President Expense 520 00
Convention Expense 709.45
Adyar Percentage 1,236.09
Salaries 3,690.25
Stationery and Supplies. 134.21
Rent and Light 470.00
Postage 421,76
Incidentals 196.79
Telephones and Telegraph 272.83
Taxes 36.92
Members’ Booklets 103.50
Year Book 120.00
National President Election Expenses 66.75
Suspense 11.42
Sundry Disbursements,” 1918-1919 285.10
Printing ; 145.00 $ 8,835.75
Messenger
Printing 1,208.75
Paper 32.78
Salaries 759.25
Postage 297.50
Incidentals 223.67
Rent 59.18
Stationery 762.55
Cartage 5.35 3,349.03
Publicity 200.00
Field Work 200.00
Special Advertising 72.72
Salaries 1,460.36
Literature 1,279.36
Postage 459.35
Stationery 342.98
Advertising 52,50
Cartage 1.89
Printing 481.92
Rent 168.27
Telephones and Telegraph 9.69
Incidentals 433.82 $4,762.75
Balance, being gain for the year.
Respectfully

$17,886.55

$17,147.53
739.02

$17,886.55

(Signed) C. J. DEXTER.






NATIONAL PUBLICITY DEPARTMENT

Ray M. WagrpaLL, Director

July 26, 1919.

President of the Board of Trustees,
American Section, Theosophical Society,
Krotona, Hollywood, California.

Dear Sir:

The financial details of the report of the
National Publicity Department for the
past year are incorporated in'the Audi-
tor’s statement. The receipts represent
voluntary contributions from lodges, mem-
bers and others, and amounted this year
to $3644.46, compared with $1903.99 last
year.

This increase is largely due to a cam-
paign for funds which was initiated last
July at Convention. At that time indi-
vidual pledges were made, and members,
representing their lodges, pledged dona-
tions of $1.00 per year per member. Other
pledges were made subsequently. The re-
sults have enabled the Department to cir-
culate more literature than hitherto. The
figures which follow show a total of 142,-
000 folders sent out for distribution, and
in addition to this 32,500 Krotona book-
lets were mailed. We desire to express
~ our hearty appreciation of the finanecial
assistance and kindly co-operation which
the membership has given to the Depart-
ment, and look forward to its continua-
tion and enhancement, to enable us to im-
prove this showing next year.

The Lecture Platform

The reports of the National and Divi-
sional Lecturers have appeared in THE
MessENGER each month, and indicate a
variety of accomplishment for which much
credit is due them. The epidemic of in-
fluenza interfered considerably with lec-
ture tours this year, owing to the cessa-
- tion of public meetings over a long period,
"but despite this handicap the Section has
been well covered, with good results.

Circulation of Literature

The literature provided by the Depart-
ment falls into two classifications: folders

Cora E. ZEMLOCK, Assistant Director

which are supplied for distribution in .

quantities; and booklets which are mailed
by the Department to interested persons.
The folders distributed were as follows:

Why We Go Over the Top—8 page 23,000
What Happens After Death—S8 page 10,000
Many Lives on Earth—8 page 10,000
Four-Page Folders—12 titles 73,200
The Herald of the Coming—S8 page 12,000
Brotherhood in Action—8 page 3,800

The Riddle of Love and Hate—8 page 10,000

Total 142,000

The first three titles have been discon-
tinued because the subject matter was out
of date after the close of the war.

The set of ten Krotona booklets for the
mailing list was compiled and the first
edition printed by Mr. W. A. S. Colter,
former Acting Director. The titles indi-
cate a fair range of subjects, and the book-
lets are numbered and appear in variegat-
ed covers, making an attractive series,
well linked together. The subjects are as
follows:

1. Théosophy and the Mission of the Theo-
sophical Society.

2. There Are No Dead.

3. Reincarnation.

4. Karma.

5. The Occult Side of Christianity.

6. The Power and Use of Thought.

7. The Brotherhood of Religions.

8. Man’s Invisible Bodies.

9. Scientific Evidence that the Dead Still
Live.

10. Masters and Supermen. The Coming of

the Christ.

The method used with these booklets is
to send No. 1 with a letter explaining the
purpose of the series. No. 2 is sent two
weeks later. No. 3 follows in another two
weeks, and with it goes a return postcard
bearing the titles of éhe remaining num-
bers. If the recipient .desires the com-
plete set, he fills out and mails the card
to us, whereupon the last seven numbers
follow serially. Upon completion of the
series, a letter is sent, enclosing a cata-
logue and recommending that study be
continued; also an application blank,












122

League which promises great results is the
fact that newspaper editors are beginning
to take a live interest in capital punish-
ment and prison abuses. In a wonderful
editorial, discussing the blind, unreason-
ableness of our ‘‘reform’’ methods as prac-
_ ticed in criminal courts and prisons, the
Birmingham News recently said, in part:

. ‘““When we pigeonhole one of these
boys in noisome corridors we are not even
attempting to keep alive the good that is
in him, ‘We are shutting the gates
between him and society not because we
want to destroy him, but because we are
not advanced enough to know that we are
destroying him.’’ Prisons and reformato-
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ries should make men better; instead, the
great majority are so conducted that they -
only make confirmed criminals. All this
must be changed, in the New World, and
it is this great work to which the American
League is dedicated.

The officers of this league work entirely
without compensation except the satisfac-
tion and joy of bettering conditions for
brother men.

The League is doing a wonderful work
in educating the public to right thinking.
It is here to stay, and deserves, and heart-
ily welcomes, the sympathetic co-operation
of every lover of humanity and a square

* deal.

BELGIAN RELIEF

In the columns of the July MESSENGER
appeared a letter from the General Secre-
tary of the Belgian Section showing the pre-
carious state of affairs in which this Sec-
tion finds itself after the four years of Ger-
man ignominy and despoilation.

Another letter followed in the form of an
appeal for funds from our always generous
American friends. Theosophy must be, and
will be, the great healer and redeemer in
that unfertunate Nation, but the T. S. finds
itself so impoverished that immediate sue-
cor must be provided if it is to keep its

- Headquarters and continue its work.

The following list gives the names of
those who have already responded to this
appeal, and we thank them for their
promptness and generosity, but we need
further assistance. We realize that during
the summer many members were -absent
and may consequently not have had an op-
portunity for service in this direction. All

contributions will be gratefully accepted
and will be acknowledged in the columns of
TuE MESsENGER. Kindly make checks pay-
able to the Belgian Fund and mail
them to
MRS. CELESTINE BAEKLAND,
Central Lodge, Hotel Marie Antoinette,
Broadway and 6th St., New York.

Receipts to July 28th, 1919

A Friend $25.00
Mrs. Katherine Ogle, New YorK.............cccc..... 20.00
A. B., Toronto 2.00

Mrs. J M. Wright, Takoma Park, D. C.............
C. W. Stephenson, Schuyler Lake...
A Friend, St. Petersburg, Fla.......
J. Harry Carnes, Washington, D.
Mr. Fred Hammond, Indianapolis, I
Edna F. Cunningham, Hollywood...
Mrs. M. K. Fowler, New York.......
Mrs. P. Etchells, Patterson, N. J
Mrs. Charles Bowers, Flushing, N
Mrs. S. F. Illig, Milwaukee, Wis
A Friend
Mr. Victor Russell, Washington, D. C.
A Canadian Friend, Victoria, B. C.
Mr. George Vig‘nets Lexlngton, Ky.

Mr. Charles A, Williams, Los Angeles, Cal.....
Mr. John H. Mason, Portland, Ore......cccccecoun..n 2.50
Miss Edna C. Cunningham, Krotona.............. 2.00

C. L., New York






















