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-our work that I make this comparison of
our movement with the bow of the great
" ship of life, or show the likeness of our
ideal with that of the Great White Lodge;
but rather do I this for the purpose of
venturing the hope that on reviewing the
situation in this light we may all of us
increase our feeling of responsibility and
deepen our appreciation of the greatness
and beauty of the work which we have
undertaken. ' '

The year that lies behind us has been
unusually fruitful in our Section.  As the
detailed reports of the various depart-
ments show, it has been a banner year
in many respects. An unusual number of
Jecturers have been out in the field; a
greater number of admissions have been
recorded than hitherto; the reorganized
‘plan of the = Section’s administration
-at the San Francisco Convention has
‘proved to be a success; under this the
business features of the Section’s activi-
ties have become more firmly and accept-
ably established; the growth of Krotona
has progressed steadily forward; for
the first time since Mr .Judge’s days the
General Secretary has made a special offi-
cial tour among the lodges outside the
‘regular Convention Tour; the lodges all
over the Section are showing increased
activities and interest; more ready are the
newspapers than ever to accept theosophi-
cal copy; other organizations as never be-
fore are disclosing a friendliness and un-
.derstanding of -our aims and results—
these, and many other evidences of an in-
creased life-force playing through the
American Section, have been manifest to
the eyes of those who have been in a posi-
tion to survey the entire field. So I think
that our coming together this year should
afford us an unusual amount of satisfac-
tion, and cause to awaken in our hearts a
hopefulness for the future of far-reaching
things yet to be accomplished.

While we recognize the blessings of
peace that have surrounded us during the
year, we are also sadly mindful of the
distress that has befallen some of the coun-
tries wherein our sister Sections are ful-
filling their difficult duties, and I feel sure
that this Convention will be glad to me-
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morialize its most sympathetic sentiments
to those Sections and wish them a speedy
issue out of the terrors that have so pain-
fully been visited upon them. Also I hope
this Convention may, out of the'abundance
of its prosperity, vote a substantial sum
of money to be sent as a loving gift to our
President at Adyar, to be used by her
toward making good the deficit that ap-
pears in the Adyar accounts, due to the
influence of the war upon the finances of
the Sections.

This reference to the war brings us to a
consideration of deepest interest, one that
has caused me to wonder if the time has
not come for the recognition of a certain
inner parting of the ways in the matter
of spiritual ideals as between the peoples
occupying the continent of Europe and
those living in America. The war has
already produced some evidences of this.
Let me explain what I mean.

In Man: WuENCE, How aND WHITH-
ER, the gifted authors foreshadowed
the coming of a time in the near
future when the reconstructed fifth
sub-race civilization would be well upon
the way of achieving the climax of the
ideals toward which that particular sub-
race was intended to reach. At that time
America would, on her part, be making a
substantial start in the direction of a
radically mnew civilization devoted to
somewhat different ideals. Now the
polity of the nations of Europe was estab-
lished in principle long centuries ago, and
it is this that will be carried to a higher
and higher expression as time goes on in
the upward progress of a reconstructed
civilization. As it appears now, that
polity did not include any special empha-
sis upon the principle of collectivism, but
rather placed its chief emphasis upon in-
dividualism. The present war is clearly
reaping the inevitable result of an intensi-
fied individualism, and is a natural mani-
festation of what must have seemed from
the first a danger avoidable only in case
the nations rose to their highest possi-
bilities, which as yet nations have scarcely
begun to do.

But a radically different polity has ex-
isted in the land of the American Section,
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not be that in establishing these principles
in' the Western hemisphere America paved
the way for Europe’s belated success in
gaining these same rights for her agglom-
eration of always potentially hostile na-
tions? If so, America’s already achieved
accomplishment constitutes a contribution
to the success of the present struggle that
is incalculable. S

Another thought. When we come to
consider the overwhelming sentiment in
America in favor of the side we are told
must win, there is no doubt where the
country would stand did a call to arms
become inevitable. Therefore, may we not
consider it possible that this country has
been held in check as a kind of reserve,
to be ‘utilized only in case of absolute
need? It surely is not inconceivable.

In any case, that which is right for
Europe may not necessarily be right for
America in the situation before us. It
surely is right that Europe should win her

- title to Freedom, Justice and Humanity,

but it is also right that America, who has -

already spilled her blood thrice to win
these principles, should exercise her right
to discrimination and detachment—those
two incomparable Sixth Race virtues—in
Jjudging how she can be the most useful in
this great crisis.

All during the awful clash of arms in
Europe I have not been able to avoid a
certain study of the psychology of Europe
and America, hoping to find the ideals for
which they respectively stand, so far as
the war made them observable, and I
have become convinced. that, although
some comment shows all but contempt for
the United States in not taking a bellig-
erent part in support of the Allies, and
although it is true that some of the moves
or lack of moves of the United States
Government have not exemplified our best
ideals and in some cases certainly did pro-
duce grave disappointment, nevertheless,
after rejecting all errors and shortcom-
ings, there still remain evidences of the
. fact that underlying the general spirit of
this nation there resides the spirit of the
new race, seeking to express itself as best
it could through the organism of govern-
ment as we have it. It may have met
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with a quite inadequate expression, yet
while recognizing that, it is still highly
important that Theosophists should not
overlook the underlying reality, or be de-
ceived by the limitations of its medium
of expression. o

‘We can even now see that which the
historian of the future, aided as he will
be by a fair perspective, will see in
brighter clearness, that, in spite of its
failures, America has set the example of
international tolerance, forbearance, pa-
tience, poise, and the battle of reason as
against the battle of bodies, and that she
has done this to an extent practically un-
known in previous ages. We can see a
spirit of co-operation—a spirit whose sole
object is to subserve the good of human-
ity as a whole; we can see a strong effort
made to calm the passions of international
resentment at offensive treatment, and to
settle differences by the arbitrament of
reason rather than by the savagery of
war. What are these but the fore-shadow-
ings of the splendid qualities which the
new sixth sub-race is expected some day
to develop?

Even though it be true that America
has lost one or two superb opportunities
to express some ideals of internationalism
that she must needs yet express, even
though she has made mistakes, as all other
nations have done, just stop for a moment
and realize her position—hot pressed on
the outside by the raging dogs of an alien
war, and urged from within to stand firm
for the ideals that were bred into the
very soul of the nation at its conception.
Is it any wonder this pioneer of a new
race ideal should suffer the ills that come
to all who go out and do a thing first?

Does it not therefore seem true that
America is indeed taking her rightful part
in the great world game to a greater ex-
tent than many: realize and that the Great
One who is moving the pawns, the Manu
of the races of today, is after all using
and inspiring, and guiding America in
general, along lines which He has marked
out for her ultimate destiny?

If this be so, perhaps there may be dan-
ger in becoming over-censorious as to the
skill or lack of it which the President of
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shoulders are of the gravest historical im-
portance. To a degree unknown to the
casual observer, her importance to the
- imperative cause of the nationalization of
India is immeasurable. Dangerous rocks
lie ahead of her self-sacrificing labors for
this mother people of our Aryan stock,
.and all the help that can be sent to her
in thought force, in sympathetic co-opera-
tion, and in all manner of support, will
be so much gain to this great cause. We
in America feel a peculiar and vital link
with India. The hard shell of an alien
‘bureaucracy has not blinded us to the

ideal that India is the true spiritual.

mother of the world, and that if she
should not succeed in gaining freedom and
justice, the whole world will spiritually
suffer an irreparable loss. :

But in having said all this, please be
mindful that I can set no ideals for you or
for the American Section. I have only
expressed viewpoints that have appealed
to me as worthy of your consideration,
and this I do with all diffidence. It is
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for you to determine if they be useful or
not. B )

Now as we meet together today I hope
we shall meet in the high atmosphere,
wheére- all petty forms of personality and
differences of opinion may be merged into.
the one great purpose of increasing our
friendship for one another, our willing-
ness to study and understand one an-
other’s different viewpoints, of bringing to
the attention of the officers new ideas of
how to increase the effectiveness of our
labors and of learning the great art of co-
operation. Brotherhood is a mighty fact,
and the serious obligation that rests upon
us to sow its seeds in every department
of life is impressive. Let us .therefore
make this an occasion of getting together
on all planes, standing together against
all odds, and pulling together with one
motive—the service of the Great White
Lodge, in Its intensely beneficent work
of helping the world to realize and then
to practice the deeply human principle
of the universal brotherhood of mankind.

REPORT OF CONVENTION PROCEEDINGS
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI, AUGUST 25 AND 26, 1916

" [This report is taken from the National Secretary’s record. It has been here
condensed, eliminating repetitions and certain formalities and details not
essential to the accurate statement of the transactions.—Editor.]

MR. WARRINGTON: The meeting
will please: come to order. I deem the
first and most important thing that we
should do, we who are the children of
the Masters of the Wisdom, met here for
the sole purpose of serving Them, acting
as Their agents in the world to bring
about the achievement in some measure
of Their will for the good of humanity,
is that we should turn our thoughts to
Them, acknowledge our Chiefs, appeal
to Them in particular for guidance in the
performance of the duties which They
wish done in the world; and so, while
Mrs. Foote renders the music, I ask that
all Theosophists turn their thoughts to
the Masters and seek the guidance that

we all love to have and to which we are

‘dedicated.

(A few minutes were spent in medita-
tion.)

The first item of business is the report
of the Credentials Committee. Mr. Ferris,
the Chairman of that Committee, will
please present his report.

MR. FERRIS:

The Credentials Committee has checked
over the proxies delivered to the Commit-
tee by the National Secretary, and com-
pared them with the membership records.
The Committee reports, Mr. Chairman,
that in person and represented by proxy
there are 2068 members present,-composed
of 1958 proxies and 110 delegates. As
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. Committee appointed who will go over
the report of the Treasurer. We are proud
to say that the Treasurer’s report is most
satisfactory and the Auditing Committee
can perform that service for the Conven-
tion and, unless I hear some wish that
parts of this report be read, we will con-
sider that approved and spread upon the
" Minutes with the National President’s
report.

The next in order of business is the
selection of standing committees for work
during the Convention. I appoint the fol-
lowing committees: ‘

Committee on Rules and Order of Bus-
iness: Chairman, Mr. Rucker; Mr. Swain
and Miss Smeltzly.

Committee on Audit: Chairman, Dr.
Lindbergh of Kansas City; Mrs. Jones of
- Pittsburg, and Mrs. Davis of Fort Worth.

Committee on Resolutions: Chairman,
Mr. Ray Wardall; Mr. Bonner of Dallas,
and Mrs. Clark of Nashville.

Committee on Nominations: Chairman,
Mr. Blum of Kansas City; Mrs. Phillips
of Cleveland, and Miss Jean Stovel o
Seattle. :

MR. WARDALL: We have invita-
tions to hold our next Annual Convention,
in 1917, at the following cities: Detroit,
Portland (Oregon), Niagara Falls, San
Francisco, Norfolk, Chicago, Providence,
Toledo, Rochester, Louisville, New York
City, Cleveland and Dallas.

Mrs. Hotchner here rose to a point .of
personal privilege, stating that a news-
paper article had just come to her notice
crediting her with saying that Theosophy
was not broad enough for her. She said
that this, and other statements attributed
to her in the article, were unauthorized by
her and untrue. She affirmed her loyalty
to Theosophy and devotion to the Society
and its leaders. .

The following telegrams were recived
and read to the Convention:
. Boston, Mass., August 24, 1916.
A, P. Warrington,
President, The Theosophical Society,
Planters Hotel, St. Louis, Mo.
‘Warmest greetings and earnest wishes for
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a unifying and inspiriting Convention from
the Boston Theosophical Council.
Mary C. Hull, President.

Hollywood, Calif.,, August 25, 1916.
The Theosophical Convention,
Planters Hotel, St. Louis, Mo.
Greetings and best wishes from Norwegian
Section. General Secretary.

San Francisco, Calif., August 25, 1916.
Convention, Theosophical Society,
A. P. Warrjngton, President,
Planters Hotel, St. Louis, Mo.
Greetings from San Francisco -Lodge, in
session assembled. .
Dora Rosner, President.

) Denver, Colo., August 25, 1916.
A. P. Warrington,
Planters Hotel, St. Louis, Mo.

Greeting to all our theosophical brethren
at St. Louis. May the peace and blessings of
the Holy Ones prevail at the American Sec-
tion Convention now assembled and assist
them in all their deliberations. Fraternally.

Colorado Lodge, T. S.

The following letter was received and
read to the Convention:

Minneapolis, August 21, 1916.
Mr. A. P. Warrington,
National President.

Please convey kindest ‘of greetings and love
to the Convention from the Baby Lodge of
Fargo, North Dakota. Fraternally,

Serena Flattume.

May I suggest most humbly that the Con-
vention of 1917 be held at Minneapolis (“the
Athens of the North”)?

The following post-card was received
and read:
: Bombay, June 30, 1916.
Capt. F. J. Primavesi,

St. Louis, Mo.

Kindest regards from Adyar. Hope you have

the best Convention ever. Garnsey.

MR. WARRINGTON: Mr. Chairman, I
want to rise to express my appreciation
of the hearty and efficient co-operation
given during the year by the various
heads of the departments which were
created by the Convention of 1915, and
make special mention of the efficient
methods pursued by the Book Concern
Department and that of the National
Secretary.

\ Whereupon it was resolved that the

" thanks of the Convention be extended to

the heads of all departments for their
devoted and efficient service rendered to
the Section during the past year.
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preserved and the Society saved from unpleas-
antness; and,

Whereas, This knowledge has later come to
the attention of members of the Section, either
from members who had only partial knowledge
of the events or from enemies of the Society
who perverted and enlarged the truth; and,

Whereas, Such suppression of the truth,
with its following misunderstandings, has done
more harm to the cause of Theosophy than
could any ungarbled open version; be it there-
fore-

Resolved: That hereafter, all important
events concerning lodges, officers, and well-
known members of the Society, events of vital
import to the welfare of the.Society, be re-
ported in THE MESSENGER or, if the nature
of the event be, in the opinion of the National
President, such as to make it best that it be
given out to members of the T. S. only, that

a report be sent out from Headquarters to

lodge secretaries for dissemination to mem-
bers, such report to be a simple unbiased
statement of fact—injunction as to secrecy be-
ing optional with the President. N .
William T. Simpson.

Rejected by Committee. On motion,
duly seconded, the report of the Commit-
tee was adopted.

Resolved: That the National Secretary be
empowered to organize and conduct, under the
auspices of the American Section, two Na-
tional Correspondence and Study Classes, one
for the benefit of the members-at-large and
isolated lodge members, and the other for
the training .of all possible teachers of The-
osophy to be found in. the Section; and be it

Resolved:, That, to further thls end, the
Board of Trustees be authorized to meet the
expenses of organizing and conducting said
courses. Irving S. Cooper.

Recommended by Committee. Adopted.

Resolved: That a vote of thanks be ex-
tended to Miss Isabel Holbrook, the National
Secretary, for the unusually efficient and much
appreciated service rendered in the prepara-
tion of the proxies and membership records

_for this Convention.

The Credentials Committee.
‘J. B. Ferris, Chairman.
Jeanette M. Eaton,
Ellen H. Breeze.

Recommended by Committee. Adopted.

"Whereas, Our President this morning urged
the advisabihty of ever building a stronger
and stronger centre ‘at Krotona; and .

Whereas, In the January issue of THE MEes-
SENGER Mr. Warrington called the attention
of our members to their privilege of becoming
non-resident members of Krotona Lodge; and

Whereas, All non-resident members of this
Lodge at our National Headquarters receive
copies of the weekly transactions thereof, thus

establishing a closer link with the American
Headquarters, and also deriving the benefit of
the studies conducted at its Home Lodge; and

Whereas, There are in our Section at pres-
ent many isolated members, designated as
members-at-large, who by force of circum-
stances are more or less out of touch with
the Section; and

Whereas, During the past three months in
the “writer’s absence from Krotona she has
come in contact with many who have spoken
of the immense help and stimulus which these
weekly Lodge Minutes have been to them, and
of the great value they felt this personal touch
with our American centre to be;

It is hereby offered as a Resolution before
this Convention that the term “members-at-
large” be dispensed with in the American Sec-
tion and all isolated members, or those un-
able to affiliate with a local centre, be invited
to become non-resident members of Krotona
Lodge instead. Respectfully submitted,

Ada L. Kershaw.

Rejected by Committee. On motion,
duly seconded, .the report of the Commit-
tee was adopted.

Resolved: That in By-Law VI, Section 4,
line 5, we strike out the words “June 30ih
preceding”; also that we strike out the words
in By-Law XII, Section 1, “And members
whose dues are paid to July 1st, last preced-
ing.”

Introduced by ‘

Credentials Committee, 1916.
J. E. Ferris, Chairman.
Ellen H. Breeze,
Jeannette M. Eaton.

ReJected by Committee. Motion was
made, and duly seconded, that the report
of the Committee be adopted. Mr. Rogers
offered, as a substitute, that the matter
be referred back for further consideration
and report later on, which motion was
duly seconded by Mr. Bonner. Mrs.
Hotchner moved to amend the substitute
by having the matter reported back to
the next Convention. With the consent
of his second, Mr. Rogers changed his sub-
stitute so as to read that the matter be
referred to the Judiciary Committee, to
be reported back to the next Convention,
which substitute motion was duly put and
carried, and it was so ordered.

Be It Resolved: That the Convention of
1917 be held in New York City.
Mr.

Recommended by the Committee.
Cooper moved to amend the Resolution
to read ‘“New York or vicinity,’’ which
amendment was accepted by the Commit-
tee, and the report of the Committee, as
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prove the appointment of the Committee,
for I hold so dear, in respect to his ability,
Ray Wardall.

Thereupon Dr. Wright withdrew the
nomination of Mrs. Hotchner for National
Vice-President. There being no other
nominations than that of the Committee,
Mrs. Bartlett moved for a suspension of
‘the rules and that the Secretary be in-
structed to cast the vote of the Conven-
tion for Mr. Ray Wardall for National
Vice-President.

The Convention then proceeded to the
election of a National Treasurer. Miss

Holbrook placed in nomination the name’

of the present incumbent, Mr. Scudder,
. which nomination was seconded by Mrs.
Hotchner. There being no further nom-
inations, in the interest of time a rising
vote was taken, resulting in 62 for the
Committee’s nominee, Mr. Knudsen, and
31 for Mr. Scudder. In connection with
the election of Mr. Knudsen as National
Treasurer, it was stated by Mr. Walton,
and accepted as approximately correct by
the Convention, that approximately 1,600
proxies were voted for Mr. Knudsen and
300 for Mr. Scudder, estimating the
proxies to have been voted as the holders
of those proxies themselves voted in per-
son, leaving 100 proxies unaccounted for.
It was stated by the Chairman and in-
sisted upon by Mr. Blum, as the only
member of the Judiciary Committee pres-
ent, that if there was any objection what-
soever to the method of voting for Na-
tional Treasurer as it was done, that a
ballot would be had; but there being no
objection raised to the legality of the
election, all objections were considered
waived.

The election of Trustees followed and,
there being no other nominations than
those of the Committee, namely, Mrs. A.
Ross Read, H. C. Stowe C. F. Holland,
R. K. Walton and A. P ‘Warrington, it
was moved by Miss Sommers that the
rules be suspended and the Secretary in-
structed to cast the ballot of the Con-
vention for the nominees as made by the
Committee; which motion - being duly
seconded was put to vote and carried.

Thereupon the Convention proceeded to

MESSENGER

the election of Members of the Judiciary
Committee and, there being no other nom-
inations than those of the Committee, to-
wit, A. F. Moran and E. Y. Blum, it was
moved by Mrs. Bartlett that the rules be
suspended and the Secretary be instructed
to cast the ballot of the Convention for

.the gentlemen named; which motion hav-

ing been seconded was put to vote and
duly carried. -
After considerable discussion of the

- recommendation of Mrs, Broenniman that

the assets of the Book Concern be turned
over to Mrs .Besant, it was moved by
Mr. Cooper, and duly seconded, that the
Convention voices its confidence in its -
Trustees-elect in this matter, even to the
extent of turning over to Mrs. Besant the
stock and assets of the Book Concern;
which motion being put to vote was unani-
mously ecarried.

Mr. Rogers moved, seconded by Mr.
Blum, that a rising vote of thanks be
given to Mr. Smith for his unselfish labor
in keeping the records of the ‘conven-
tion, which motion was unanimously car-
ried.

Mr. Blum moved, duly seconded, that
the Convention show its appreciation of
the able chairmanship of Mr. Wardall by
a rising vote; which motion was earried
unanimously.

MR. WARDALL: I just want to thank
the Convention for the lovely spirit of
co-operation they have shown their Chair-
man, and to express my appreciation and
gratitude that you have allowed me to
act in this capacity during the Conven-
tion. It is a privilege that one has
to experience to appreciate, because in
a sense one becomes the focal centre of
the great force that surges through an
assembly of this kind. I want you to
know that all through the year I shall
feel the force and strength of this great
occasion and shall try to give it out in
service to all.

MR. WARRINGTON: Friends, before
declaring this meeting closed, let me re-
mind you that we have been richly blessed
in this Convention, and I want you to
show that we appreciate it by sitting in
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(2) It was unanimously

Resolved, That the following five persons be
appointed as National Lecturers:

L. W. Rogers

Irving S. Cooper

Augustus F. Knudsen

Isabel B. Holbrook

Max Wardall

(8) It was unanimously

Resolved, That the following persons be ap-
pointed Dlvismnal Lecturers:

Dr. T. P. C. Barnard

Mrs. Josephine Wardall

Mrs. Harriet Tuttle Bartlett

(4) Tt was unanimously

Resolved, That the appointment of the heads
of Bureaus and Leagues be left to the dis-
cretion of the National President.

(5) It was unanimously

Resolved, That this Board expresses its be-
lief that the Theosophical Book Business
throughout the world should be organized on
‘a, more uniform basis and declares its willing-
ness.to co-operate with Adyar in the forma-
tion of a world-wide organization to this end.

(6) It was unanimously

Resolved, That the expenses of the National
President on his tours through the Section be
paid out- of the Treasury of the Section.

(7) "It was unanimously

Resolved, That One Thousand Dollars be
set aside out of which. the Treasurer shall
pay such bills of expense for field propaganda
work as shall be approved by the Propaganda
Department.

(8 It was unanimously
Resolved, That this Board expresses its

heartfelt appreciation of the unselfish and de- -

- voted services rendered to the American Sec-
tion of the Theosophical Society by Miss Alice
‘Warren.

(9) It was unanimously

Resolved, That the officers are authorized
and directed to deposit any portion of the
Society’s funds in any National Bank or Banks
in Chicago as in their discretion they shall
deem wise.

(10) It was unanimously

Resolved,” That checks against the funds of
the American Section of the Theosophical So-
ciety be honored by the Hollywood National
Bank of Hollywood, California, and by all
other banks and depositories hereafter, until
further order, when signed by the Treasurer
and countersigned by the Secretary; but in
case of the absence or inability of either or
both of said officers checks may be signed or
countersigned by either or both of the follow-
ing two members of this Board, viz.: C. F.
Holland, Robert K. Walton. The signatures
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of two shall be necessary to validate each
check.

(1) It was unanimously

Resolved, That the Krotona Institute of
Theosophy is hereby requested to provide as
soon as possible for the rental to the Ameri-
can Section of the entire space in the yellow
house at Krotona, which shall be known here-
after as the Administration Building.

(12) It was unanimously

Resolved, That the following sums be paid
by the Treasurer to the undernamed National
Lecturers toward their expenses incident to
their attending the National Convention at St.
Louis, the sums varying in accordance with
the varying length of journey necessitated:

L. W. Rogers..............5$102. 0
Irving 'S. Cooper.......evn. 54.00
Max Wardall.............. 20.00

(13) It was unanimously
Resolved, That this meeting be continued
without adJournment to meet at Kronona,
Hollywood, California, without notice on Sep-
tember 14, 1916, at 7:30 p. m., and adjourn-
ments thereof. .
‘RoserT K. WALTON,

-Acting Secretary.

The meeting of the Board of Trustees at
Krotona, Hollywood, California, on Sep-

tember 14, 1916, was called to order at

8:41 P. M.

Present:
Mr. A. P. Warrmgton
Mr. Robert K. Walton
Mr. C. F. Holland
Absent:
Mrs. A. Ross Read
Mr. H. C. Stowe
The minutes of the meeting of August
28th, 1916, at St. Louis were read and con-
firmed.
(14) It was unanimously

Resolved, That all rent and salaries in con-
nection with the Propaganda Department be

. paid out of the General Fund of the Section
.and not out of propaganda donations.

(15) It was unanimously

Resolved, That the Propaganda Manager be
authorizedto hire by the week an additional
clerk for his Department at the usual Krotona
wage—such wage to be paid out of the Gen-
eral Fund of the Section.

Adjourned sine die.

(Signed) IsaBerL B. HOLBROOK,
National Secretary.
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police power to preserve international
peace, and that he may work for this so
ably as to achieve his end. Perhaps Amer-
ica’s best opportunities may yet lie ahead.
May we all rise to them. The importance
of it is stupendous! And we Theosophists
can and should help by thoughts that tend
to offset and overbalance the critical and
pulling-down thoughts that surround this
important figure. Those of an uplifting
kind are needed, those that recognize the
real and the true. Such thoughts would
help him to become a better channel for
Manu’s plans.

CONVENTION IMPRESSIONS

[A-Talk before the Krotona Lodge, given
by Mr. Warrington.]

Of course a Convention is a very impor-
tant feature in the work for Theosophy.
It is so much beyond the mere formality
of coming together and passing by-laws
or electing officers. I think we ought to
appreciate the inner side of the things that
are done on these occasions.
Convention I ever attended was in 1906
 and that was a nightmare of political war

and scandal. I have attended every one
since. Many have been just like it. I
was 8o horrified with my first one that I
- wondered if some day we could not have
one based on Brotherhood rather than
ambitious. politics, and I set that hope
ahead of me as something to be realized
in the future. In a way I think we real-
ized it this year. The fact that polities
played such a minor part was notable.
‘When you understand that the emphasis
- of the gathering was put upon the work,
upon the feature of fellowship, upon the

interest in the lectures and all that side,’

you begin to realize that the vitality of
~ the Convention was of a spiritual nature,
not political. It was a manifestation of
Theosophy that some of us had longed to
see for many years. In 1912 I introduced
the ““Open Forum.’”” It was not a very
well erystallized effort then, but from year
to year it has grown. This year Mr. Wal-
ton was made chairman, and when I came
into the hall at the end of two hours to
give my Convention address I found the
meeting still going on. There was an

The first
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appeal made to continue the proceedings
at the same hour on the next day. This
was arranged and the same vital interest
was displayed at the second meeting; in-
deed they wanted it for the third day.
You see what that means—that the peo-
ple who discussed theosophical problems
in the Open Forum wanted to know how
to do the work of Theosophy better,
wanted to share what they had with oth-
ers, but especially wanted to know what
others had for them showing how improve-
ment could be made in the work for the
Masters. To me that meant a vital condi-
tion, so much higher than the desire to
play politics, or to pass certain measures.
I am sure you will all be glad to know of
that psychological change in our Conven-
tion.

Then a special spirit of personal friend-
ship seemed to run through the Conven-
tion. That also is an ideal that I have
longed. for. It seems to me that our So-
ciety, if it is to be a real brotherhood, must
have some of the practical manifestations
of it. What are they? Among them there
is nothing greater than the principle of
personal friendship. We will do almost
anything for a friend, love him, be kind
to him, forgive him, and so on. It seems -
to me that when you emphasize the friend-
ship side of your life you are getting
nearer to what the Master wants you to
do in establishing relationships as Theo-
sophists. Our membership alone has not
so. far been sufficient to tie us together -
tightly and I feel that that personal
friendship must come in. This demonstra-
tion of it at Convention I considered a
happy augury. :

Then the lectures were well attended.
I, myself, did not have the happiness of
hearing them. I never do. I am a kind
of slave at these Conventioms. But I
heard some good reports of the lectures.
You know we have a new lecturer in the
field, Max Wardall. That means a greatly
added force in our field work, and you
will see it as time goes on. Mr. Wardall
is not only a man of considerable personal
magnetism but has the theosophical
knowledge and the spirit of Theosophy.
He has given up a law practice to devote
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himself entirely to theosophical work and
if you know anything of the. struggle that
the national lecturer has to go through in
order to make good, some of the things he
has to endure, uncertainties of finance, the
discomforts of trains and hotels, and va-
rious other inconveniences of a wanderer’s
life, you understand what such a renun-
_ciation as this means, something of what
our lecturers have to go through in order
to0 do this work for the Master. Mr. War-
dall gave the Sunday lecture this year.
‘Then we had other lecturers whom you
all know very well. Mr. Cooper has made
much progress during this year in the
power of reaching the people. Mr. Rog-
ers of course you know, because he comes
here and lectures and visits with us, and
he, with the rest, is making his progress.
The Propaganda Department of which he
is the head represents an effort in that
particular work greater than the Section
has ever had.

I may say at this point that I feel
gratified with the year’s results of our
reorganization of the Section at San Fran-
«cisco. I.think the principle on which that
reorganization was based has proved it-
self to be a vital one. The principle of
.democracy which we tried to bring more
into manifestation, is the principle which,
as it were, plays the part that the sympa-

thetic nervous system plays in the human.

body. In-a despotism everything proceeds
from the supreme consciousness in the or-
ganization ; everything has to be referred
back to it. But in the democracy it is not
.quite so. There are the semi-independent
.centreés in the greater consciousness. The
government of the human body seems very
-much to me like a combination of a mon-
archical government and a democracy, the
‘monarchical features manifesting in the
.cerebro-spinal system and the democratic
in the sympathetic whose independent ac-
‘tion and reaction sets the thinker free for
‘higher things . I believe that this in a way
is working out in our Section, and I feel
-successfully so.

We were received at St. Louis with a
great deal of theosophical enthusiasm on
the part of our theosophical friends there.
“The work is in the hands of a most able

MESSENGER

145

and devoted man, helped by other earnest
workers. Captain Primavesi is a German
by birth and in his sympathies, but he is a
Theosophist all through. Although his na-
tional feeling has been jarred by certain
things, yet he is true and strong and as
loyal to Mrs. Besant and Theosophy as
anyone could be. A lesser soul could be
thrown off by things that would not shake
a bigger soul. The latter can stand as a
brother with one from whom he differs
mentally. That is the great thing about
this platform of ours; it ideally makes
that always possible. , '

The Captain ably organized a news-
paper reporting system and so we received
very good attention at the hands of the
Press.. The papers sent to us good re-
porters, those that were interested in
Theosophy. I hear that ten new members
have been added to the membership in St.
Louis. On the whole, in spite of a great
deal of physical-plane noise that gave us
all much suffering, we did have a delight-
ful Convention. -

Now upon that last point I want to
throw out this hint for the future. I feel
that our Conventions hereafter must be
in places where we can have an environ-
ment entirely comfortable to our members,
all of whom are developing more or less
along the lines of senmsitiveness—an en-
vironment that is in keeping with theo-
sophical ideals. The Convention decided
to hold its next meeting in New York.
That may not seem to promise much for
such an object, but I have already begun
to look for a hotel that is in a quiet loca-
tion; that has a hall large enough to take
care of our activities; that has private
dining rooms in sufficient number or size
to take care of all our visiting members,
$o that we may dine together. That idea
came to me as a result of the many happy
little dinings that a few of us had to-
gether. It was delightful and, I believe,
useful to the cause of brotherhood. I-
should like to see that custom extended
more widely in order that the theosophical

- social spirit may come into activity as part

of the work itself. I believe when it does .
and when we make an emphatic feature of
it that that itself will constitute an occult
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nucléus that will radiate outwardly
through all the movement and mean
something for brotherhood. Do you not
notice that when the Masons get together
they have banquets? The things they do
are based upon occult tradition. While we
may not have banquets in quite the same
- way, I shall do all I can to bring into the
Convention the idea of the happy family
gatherings so that we may actually come
to know one another better, and that will
mean much for the work in the future.
There was a charming feature of one of
the afternoons, that of the burning of a
two thousand dollar Krotona mortgage.
Mrs. Walton officiated, and it was done in
her specially delightful and charming way

and I am sure we shall never forget. it.

Curiously enough, the ceremony of fire is
a powerful one always. Frankly, I had a
very selfish regret about that ceremony.
Last year it occurred just before my lec-
ture. This year it was on a different day
and I was sorry. I felt that I should have
liked ‘its' influence again. The burning
brings a certain spiritual fire which I am
sure that all felt.
Mr. Wardall said with regard to his
' chairmanship that the chairman of these
Conventions is always made a centre of a
spiritual outpouring, and it certainly is
true. I have been chairman of Conven-
tions so many years that I feel that I have
a right to say that it is true. I believe the.
Great Ones use this annual meeting of ours
as a focal point for the outpouring of en-
ergy intended to vitalize the Section for
the following year. Hence it must be
strong in its force. Appreciating in past
years the strength of that forece, and un-
derstanding how much disruptive personal
feeling has sometimes been thrown into
the convention, I have been amazed that
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the Great Ones could so direct that force
that the personal and other unworthy ele-
ments had no serious effect. Since there
was little of that, practically none of it
this year, I hope that the outpouring will
show itself during the year throughout all
our lodges and the country at large.
America is standing at a very critical
point today. She has just unworthily
passed one of her crises and doubtless
others await her. What part will the
Theosophical Society play in helping to
steady our national consciousness? That
is the question Theosophists must ask
themselves. I like to think of our So-
ciety’s ramifying this national form of
ours, not only with the purpose of .steady-
ing it but of vitalizing it with spiritual
idealism. Heaven knows the country
needs it now. The dominant spirit of
commercialism has not aimed at the big-
gest solution. Ihope that we Theosophists.
may make broad our philacteries, so to
say, reach out in all directions of life,
prove that we are not just a little organi-
zation only for study and mutual admira-

~ tion, but that we are a vital element in

American life, working to purify and

-idealize politics, the educational system,

the home life, business, art, literature, the
drama and all departments of life, and
especially helping religion to get a little _
universal brotherhood into itself. Then if
the outpouring that came to us and was.
shown in the eager faces of people there, in
the tears that came into the eyes of some
who came to tell me what it had meant to:
them to be there, can reproduce itself
throughout our Society and then beyond it
into the common life of America, I shall
feel that indeed the Masters did use the
occasion for important ends in the great
work of the White Lodge in the world of
men, .

I will close my door to shut out all possible errors.

““But how am I to enter in?’’ eried Truth.

—From PoEtry.
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THE CONVENTION
The business sessions of the Convention

represented the necessary work ‘and the

ostensible reason for being there, but the
real reason was clear to all of us. The
inner work done must have far out-
weighed the outer—a welding - together
took place through the establishing of new
personal ties and the strengthening of old
ones that must bear fruit in a greater
solidarity in the Section and a unifying
force that will prove itself in the days

ahead. ’ .

. The interest in the outer work of the
Convention centered in the lectures and
the Forum. A report of the Forum will
appear in a later issue of THE MESSENGER.
Ideas vital to the welfare of our movement
were brought forward in these meetings
and views exchanged which should give
the propaganda work, and our work as an
organized body, a wonderful impetus.

NOTICE

The signed pledges given at the St.
Louis Theosophical Convention to Mrs. H.
C. Stowe for the Krotona Mortgage Rais-
ing Bureau were in a bag which was stolen
from her on her way to New York. Will
those who made these pledges kindly send
to the K. M. R. Bureau, Krotona, Holly-
wood, California, another signed pledge,
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marking it duplicate, so that if by chance
the other pledge is recovered they will not
be asked to pay twice.

Those who paid cash subscriptions are
also asked to send their names with the
amount subscribed to Mrs. Stowe, 172
South Oxford street, Brooklyn, N. Y., or

.to the K. M. R. Bureau, so that they can

be credited properly. Mrs. Stowe is able
to remember a large number of those who
pledged or paid, but not all. Fortunately

" the cash and checks paid her were in an-

other bag and not stolen.

Also will those who joined the Guild of
the Mysteries of God in St. Louis Monday,
August 28, send their names and ad-
dresses to Mrs. Stowe stating also if they
paid dues at the time? This list was in
the bag that was stolen.

A SUGGESTION

If a person buys a theosophical book it
is pretty certain that he will read it, and

" when he reads it he draws nearer to our

Society. Lodge Secretaries can help the
circulation of our literature by sending—
with the local programs or other notices
mailed out each month—descriptive mat-
ter of the books published by the theo-
sophical press throughout the world. The
Book Concern will supply you with this
descriptive matter free on request.

SERVICE AND LOVE
BY EVA ARMISTEAD

Lord, how would I best serve Thee?
Not as the serf, with cringing mien and menial tasks,
But as a Prince would serve his King—

Most regally and royally,

With crowned head erect, in royal garments clad,
And all the jewels of my soul ablaze;

- In spirit and in truth would I serve Thee,

: Lord, how best show my love for Thee?
Not with the pomp and riches of the world ;
But let me hold the cup of water cool for thirsting souls,
Carry the basket with the bread of life,
And give my bosom for the weary head—
Loving my neighbor as myself would I love Thee.
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small study class in this prison for the pur-
pose of learning something of the great Truths
of Theosophy.

. Although in its infancy, the class is doing
well and some of the members are making
rapid progress in their studies. We hope to be
-able in the near future to extend the benefits
-of this study class to many men in this prison,
who are at present submerged in materialism
and doubt.

Our class meets every Sunday, and for the
last month we have been devoting three min-
utes to thought concentration, or silent prayer,
for the success of all that shall be undertaken
at this convention. Realizing something of the
power of thought, we feel certain some small
portion of our thought may reach you and be
an instrument of help in the great work of this
assemblage.

Thanking the members of the Theosophical
Society for the great help they have so wil-

lingly extended to our little class, and trusting

your werk in- this.convention may eclipse all
others for the good it will accomplish for the
human race, we are, fraternally yours,

(Signed) Members of the Represa Theo-
- sophical Study Class.

We further state that the organization
of this class has been very definitely made,
and that their meetings are formally con-
ducted. Further, that the members have
chosen to send minutes of such meetings
regularly to Headquarters and we vouch
for the fact that such would do credit to
any T. S. Lodge in the American Section.
Here is a copy of two meetings:

. The study class assémbled within the prison
chapel for their regular monthly entertain-
ment on Aug. 6,-1916. -

Meeting called to order at one p. m.—regular
Chairman Brother Holmes in the chair. Secre-
tary present. Roll called by the Secretary.
Minutes dispensed with. ‘Attendance forty
regular members—total ‘attendance fifty-three.
‘Meeting opened with three minutes concentra-
tion for members and delegates at the annual
convention in St. Louis, Mo.

Mandolin solo, Represa Mandolin Club; Gui-
tar solo, Represa Mandolin Club; Recitation,
“Napoleon,” Wm. Costello; Recitation, “Sink-
ing of the Titanic,” Mr. Kernan; Short Lec-
ture by Brother Dill, “Reincarnation’”; Mando-
lin and Guitar selection, Mandolin Club.

Meeting adjourned by vote at 2:30 p. m.

Sunday, Aug. 13, 1916.

Study class assembled in chapel for regular
monthly class study.

Meeting called to order at one p. m. Regular
Chairman in chair. Secretary present.

. Reading of minutes. and roll call by Secre-
tary. Minutes accepted by vote of class. Reg-
ular members in attendance forty-two; total
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attendance fifty. Class now adjourned and as-
sembled in sub-classes for study.

WASHINGTON STATE PENITENTIARY

The good work also has been organized
in the Washington State Penitentiary, and
we have before us the monthly magazine
issued by that institution in which there
is a full column devoted to ‘A Class in
Theosophy.”” It includes an expression of
thanks to the Tacoma Lodge T. S. and to
Mr. Ray Wardall for their help, and then
states: ‘

The class has been formed with a member-
ship of about thirty, with permission to meet
in the main dining hall every Thursday even-
ing. Thus far we have held two meetings, at
the -latter of which papers were read on the
subjects of Theosophy and Reincarnation by
Messrs. Scott and Griffin, members of the
class. In the discussions which followed the
reading of the papers, the-intelligent interest
displayed by all the students augurs well for
a most interesting and profitable course of
study. .

Acting on the suggestion of the Warden, who
is highly pleased at the interest displayed by
the students,. we shall endeavor to secure the
attendance at our Thursday evening classes of
some Theosophists from Walla Walla, who will
be able to direct our studies and to answer the
many perplexing questions which arise.

Ready-to-deliver lectures, free litera-
ture, study-books in so far as special do-
nations will be sent to the National See-
retary for that purpose, and a few com-
plimentary copies of THE MESSENGER will
go forward from Headquarters to help on
this newest prison class.

BIG!

_You remember we have written (last
June and August Messengers) about the
National $5,000 Morality Codes Competi-
tion for the Best ‘‘Children’s Code of Mor-
als.””  That.we were too late to get an
F. T. S. entered on the restricted list of
the 70 writers has proven the best of luck.
““One of us’’ has by letter so shown her
good common sense and value to the
Chairman of the National Executive Com-
mittee at Washington that she has been
requested to assist that officer in formu-
lating ‘‘a suggestive code and letter of ad-
vice’’ to be sent officially by him to all
the code writers. That is of tremendously
more value than just being one of them, is
itnot?






PROPAGANDA DEPARTMENT

L. W. ROGERS, ProPAGANDA MANAGER

SPREADING THE LIGHT :

No person can get something for noth-
ing (although he may foolishly believe
that he can) or get help without helping.
If he has already had some light it only
signifies that he had a claim upon nature
that has thus been paid. It may have
been established without thought of what
was occurring, but it was due him and
payment was inevitable and as natural as
the rising of the sun or the coming of sum-
mer. But the fact that some light and
help-have come does not prove that they
will continue if they are received as a
matter of course and thought of as a per-
sonal possession that concerns nobody else.
To the universe every soul is important
and one cannot be more important than
another. Why, then, should anybody im-
agine that spiritual truth is for him rather
than for the scores who can receive it
through him ?

There are some games that reverse the
common rule of procedure and the win-
ner is held to be he who can first get rid
of all the points he holds. And so it is
with things spiritual. Progress is by re-
versal of the common rule of procedure of
the physical world. It is not by grasping
but by giving that we get more, that we
finally win. Only by the process of giv-
ing can the aspirant gain. He cannot get
the full benefit of a spiritual truth until
he has given it to others.

Actting for you the Propaganda Depart-
ment is organized to spread the light; it
takes care of this work with a nation-wide
vision. Every month it is sending litera-
ture to thousands of enquirers; it main-
tains a ready-to-deliver lecture service for
all lodges or individuals that desire it for
public work; it answers every personal
question that is asked fully and sympa-
thetically -and it is constantly spreading
Theosophy through the press. These
activities are all free and are supported
entirely by voluntary contributions. Every
cent given for this work goes directly into
propaganda. Nothing will be paid out of

the voluntary contributions for salaries or
rent.

During the summer months the dona-
tions naturally fall off considerably, so
that this month we have less than $30.00 to
acknowledge. Now that the lodges have
resumed their activities we hope that the
contributions will come in freely and gen-
erously. It would be a calamity to close

-down any of the work now going on, but

that is what will happen if the money does
not come in, for one Propaganda Depart-
ment rule is that positively no debts are
to be made. Will you help us to Spread
the Light?

THE PRESS—A MIGHTY CHANNEL

Experience has shown that there are
many publications in the United States
and Canada that will accept articles on
Theosophy. These publications range in
importance from the great daily news-
paper having a million readers down to
the country weekly having a circulation of
a few hundred. There are probably hun-
dreds of others that will as readily publish
acceptable theosophical articles. The
Propaganda Department has hitherto been
unable to give adequate attention to this
important phase of the work, owing to
the pressure of other duties. We are now,
however, gradually preparing a variety
of press articles and they will be put out
through our Propaganda Agents. In
places where Agents of this Department
have not yet been appointed we shall be
glad to send these press articles wherever
they can be used. If the articles cannot
be used otherwise it is sometimes possible
to get them into the columns of Ietters
from the people. Hardly a day passes
when there is not some news item of local
or national importance that ean be taken
up and commented upon from the larger
theosophical standpoint.

Another way of getting the message of
Theosophy into the press is to send a re-
port giving the gist of each public lecture
delivered at the. lodge rooms to the local
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“the season at Crookston September1, with
“'gh audience of only forty-five people and
‘4 temperature - of only ninety degrees in
the shade . There was a natural longing to
trade degrees for people and transpose the
figures. The audiences grew in size stead-
.ily until at the fourth, and last, lecture the
hall was what is commonly called ‘‘com-
-fortably filled,”’ but that adjective would
‘be.an outrlght misrepresentation, although
‘the temperature had improved. "Four new
‘members were taken into the Lodge, giv-
ing it'26 in all, which is certainly a pretty
good showing for a town of eight thou-
.sand inhabitants.
Minneapolis turned out its usual fine
- audiences notwithstanding more hot
weather. The press reported the ther-
‘mometer as registering ‘‘above ninety.’’
.The second night was rainy, but the audi-
ence ‘grew somewhat, and the third night
the fine Unitarian Church was well filled
with an audience of over three hundred
‘people.

* As a helpful hint to my fellow itinerants,

Jlet me record the opinion -that nothing

south of Duluth should be booked for.early
September—and with August Coenventions
laid to rest in the cemetery of human er-
rors, it will not. be necessary.

L. W. ROGERS

PROPAGANDA RECEIPTS:

Miss L. E. Holt, Oakland, Calif...............
Toledo Propaganda Centre, Toledo, O
Mrs. Louis Heintz, San Jose, Calif.......
Mrs. Josephine Spriggs, Helena. Mont
Dolly D. Burgess, Helena, Mont...............
Anaconda members, Anhaconda, Mont.. .
Dr. E. H. Jones, Weyanwega, Wis....
Mary Watson, Banff, Alta, Can....... .
Ida E. Cohn, Los Angeles, Calif...............

Ila, Fain, Oklahoma City, Okla..........c00u.e.
Scott van Etten, Columbus, O......ccovvevunenn

E. C. Fain, Lubbock, TeX..,,.c0oc0veaes.

St. Anthony Lodge, Minneapolis. Minn...

Miss F. E. Christien, Altadena, Calif... .
Spokane members, Spokane, Wash............ X
Mayme E. Bates, Gowanda, N. Y.....ccoeveuenn. .48
Mrs. M. E. Weirick, Berkeley, Calif.. .
Mrs. Vera Frisbie, Fresno, Calif......
L. Jeffreys, Philadelphia, Pa........... .
F. T. S, Fort Wayne, Ind..........coeieuunnns
Mrs. A. M. Cox, Santa Rosa, Calif............. .
Mrs. Lena Pomeroy, Santa Rosa, Calif......., . 100

It is a blessed discovery to find that the hurt feelings of personal senti-
tiveness are every bit as bad within ourselves as anger; it is a blessed dis-
covery because so long as we are plunged in such grief without an intelligent
knowledge of what causes it, we are in the full belief that it is justifiable, and
more than that, that we are very much to be pitied and sympathized with,
Very few would want the anger in them coddled and petted.

The ugly nature of anger is always evident, and we have no doubt but
that we should conquer it. But grief—the painful, exquisite grief of personal
sensitiveness—who would ever think of that as evil, positive evil? And yet

" it is, and when once it is recognized it begins to have for the one who is
tempted by . it a murky, sickish flavor, which seems much more evil in itself
than what might be called the p01sonous snap of anger.

ANNIE PAYSON CALL.
From How To LIVE QUIETLY.






AMONG THE MAGAZINES

MISCELLANEOUS

In CurreNT OPINION for September the eye is
caught by a heading always of interest to
Theosophists: How Recent Geology Confirms
the Legend of the Lost Atlantis. In the last
annual report of the Smithsonian Institution,
from which thig article quotes, the distin-
guished French geologist, Professor Pierre
Termier, puts it forth as his opinion that
Plato’s story of the sinking of the Island of
Poseidonis was actually a page from the his-
tory of humanity. He says:

It seems more and more evident that a vast re-
gion, continental or made up of immense islands,
has collapsed west of the Pillars of Hercules, or
Strait of Gibraltar, and that its collapse occurred
in the not distant past.

In any event, the French geologist believes
that the whole controversy as to Atlantis is
opened up anew and that men of science will
have to seek the solution through Oceanography
as a branch of Geology. To quote still further
from the article:

The buried region which in geologic time was
engulfed but yesterday, survives at the surface in
the form of the Azores, which escaped the tremen-
dous catastrophe. There were other collapses in
the same region upon a scale and with a swiftness
that stagger the imagination. Geology teaches that
these collapgses were indeed sudden, as the legend
of Atlantis declares. The chemical composition of
fragments torn from the projecting cliffs in the
bed of the Atlantic proves this. The local condi-
tions of that bed indicate much more.

The remainder of the article gives a detailed
description of the changes which have occurred
on the earth’s surface, so far as Geology can
read them, All these changes point strongly,
so Professor Termier believes, to the Atlantic
prolongation of the Tertiary folds, those of the
Atlas mountains towards the Canaries, those of
the Alps towards the southern islands of the
Azores. In other words—a submerged con-
tinent.

Quite in line with this is an editorial which
appeared in the Los Angeles Times of a recent
date, entitled “The Lost Atlantis.” It suggests
that the mercantile submarine may be devel-
oped into an under-sea observatory in that por-
tion of the Atlantic Ocean known as the
Sargasso Sea. This lies between the mouth of
the Mediterranean and the coast of Brazil, and
is avoided by mariners because of its tendency
to calms and its converging currents which
block the passage of ships with accumulated
seaweed. Beneath this debris a submarine can
go and make observations that are now im-
possible,

Attempts have been made (says The Times) to
fish up from the bottom of the Sargasso Sea what
might be found there, and fragments of pottery
have been obtained which indicate that the story
of Atlantis, the lost continent. is not altogether a
fable, and that in prehistoric days there was a
great city which by cataclysm was suddenly sunk
to the bottom of the sea.

When this carnival of slaughter has ended in
Europe, we may hope that the submarine may

be put to such uses and bring us a sea-borne
humor of that fabled land where

In towers and rooms and golden courts
The Shadowy coral lifts her sprays.

In THE INDEPENDENT for August 21 is an ar-
ticle which the reviewer wishes every The-
osophist might read. In Save Your Nerves
Edward Earle Purinton, Director of the Inde-
pendent Efficiency Service, arraigns hurry—
“the great American folly.” According to him,
“we are the greatest hurriers—and the greatest
worriers—on the globe.” This statement alone
might lead one to think that Mr. Purinton’s
comments were somewhat hackneyed. The
American has heard all this before. But there
is more, very much more, in the article in ques-
tion than one usually finds in papers along sim-
ilar lines. The whole thing is written, not from
a physical but from a spiritual standpoint, and
therefore.containg true healing for our harried
souls. I cannot do better than quote at ran-
dom from Mr. Purinton:

The end of hurry is worry; since hurry makes
blunders and blunders breed confusion. . . .
When a man does his best, and takes his time
doing it, he instinctively trusts God to crown his
work with happiness. As a nation we are tense
without being intense—a psychological waste and
a physiological menace. The great worrier is tense
without being intense-—the great worker intense
without being tense. . . . Of all the portions
and functions of the body, the nerves are the most
difficult of repair. And the greatest waste in
American life is waste of nerve force. We eat too
much, too fast and. too often. We talk with the
reserve, sweetness and composure of a boiler fac-
tory. We live and work amid countless and need-
less noises. We measure our neighbor by his speed
record and his bank book. 'We put the clock where
the altar used to be. . . The quickest way
to run down is to be always speedingup. . . . A
regular duty of an efficient man is to forget to be
efficient. The time to observe this duty is every
Sunday, twg or three evenings a week, and three
or four weeks a year. Otherwise efficiency becomes
an obsession; and the more moral an obsession is,
the more dangerous it is. First lesson in
achievement—how to work; second lesson—how to
stop working., The productive mind is creative; and
essential to the finest creations are the long relaxa-
tions between. . . . The final efiiciency test of
a great worker is that he knows how torest. . . .
By relaxation I do not mean play, diversion or
amusement. Play is merely change of motion.
Relaxation is cessation of. motion and solitude.
Make your mind a perfect blank, let your nerves and
muscles hang as limp as though you had lost con-
trol of them, blur all consciousness of time, care
and responsibility. Close your eyes and ears to all
sensation, feel nothing, want nothing, remember
nothing, hold nothing, revel softly in a dreamy haze
of oblivion while the hours slip away unmarked and
unmeasured, be as calm and inert as a moss-grown
log in a shady dell where the soothing willows gently
wave and flowers breathe content beside a sleepy
brook. . The power to relax is the source of
the power to concentrate. . The ebb and
flow of spirit, like the ebb and flow of the sea, must
be regarded. . . . To do more, do nothing be-
tween times. . . Our growth demands relaxa-
tion. We are citizens of Cosmos, dwellers in Eter-
nity, heirs in Infinity. Why then hurry? Why fret
and grieve at delay or disappointment? Everything
must come right when we are right. We cannot
sow a panic and reap a destiny. Moral vision, even
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more than physical vitality, must be conserved and
refreshed by wholesome. normal periods of seclu-
- sion, meditation, relaxation, reunion with God and
Nature. Finish every piece of work before
you start another. . . . Read regularly one hy-
gienic' and one psychological magazine; but no
more, please, than one each, lest you become a
Thopeless health crank and sicker than would other-
wise be possible. ‘Wear soft, loose cloth-
ing—no stiff hats or corsets. .No high collars, no
tight shoes, no wool next the skin. . . . Let
your pictures be few and far between, and your
trinkets and ornaments even less. . . . Be alone
some time each day, and suffer motion to yield to
meditation. . . Prefer old-fashioned music to
the rag-time of the modern cabaret. . . . Make
friends -with night; commune with the stars, let
them soothe away your cares. Think great
thoughts and sweep away trifles. . Test the
regenerating power of slow, calm, deep rhythmic
breathing as a life-habit. Experience the wonderful
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results on the nervous system of the air, light, sun
and earth baths, now so popular in Europe. Sleep
sixty hours a week or more, and as nearly out of
doors as possible. Don’t be ashamed to rest
in the daytime. Learn to change your con-
sciousness as you change your coat, and make your
home self utterly different from your business
self. . . . The force in concentration is the re-
bound from relaxation. More work is good, better
work is better, greater work is best. The man who
does great work is so much greater than his work
that he looks on all work as child’s play; so he
can smile at himself for working, when he is not
working, and relax, and let go, and cease to think
and de, in order just to be. The crown of achieve-
ment is attainment; and the measure of attainment
is silent self-command. ’

The foregoing is only a suggestion of the
article. I regret that it cannot be given in full.
G F. W.

THEOSOPHICAL

THE THEOSOPHIST for August leads off with
an article by Mrs. Besant on Theosophy and
Imperialism. True Imperialism, she shows us,
is not antithetical to freedom and brotherhood,
but rather a fuller and more synthetical ex-
pression of them. She makes it plain that for
Theosophists there cannot be a division be-
tween “sacred” and “secular” and reminds us
that “Theosophy is not merely a collection of
doctrines but an attitude towards life.” She
scores those who would hold Theosophy aloof
from the social problems of the day and while
agreeing that it is rational for a Society like
the Theosophical to refuse to commit itself to
any particular solution, she asks, “Shall the
Divine Wisdom be shut up in little prattling
coteries and denied to the Forum of the Na-
tions? Better feast in luxury,” she cries, “and
deny food to the starving poor thronging
around our tables, than withhold at this crisis
of the world’s destiny the social, educational
and political applications of the truths which
will aid it to welcome the Supreme Teacher,
and to co-operate in the social and political re-
construction which He is preparing now and
will crown when He comes.” } ‘

Mrs. Besant’s ideas of Imperialism would
not be recognized as such by the great Alex-
ander. Evolution being “A process of integra-
tion into ever-increasing complexity,” it fol-
lows that “the mlore complex the organism, the
more diverse the parts united in harmonious
working to a common end, the higher the
organism.”

Applying this to Society we perceive through
Mrs. Besant that this condition is more fully
realized in an Empire wherein many nations
“contribute to the richness, strength and dig-
nity of the whole.”” Whereas tyranny reduces
the entire Empire to one dead level, the Aryan
Empire which Mrs. Besant visions, .will be not
“an Imperial monotone, but an Imperial chord.”
Its value to the world “will largely depend on
the full development of the peculiar ‘values’ of
each component Nation.”

It is an inspiring picture that is drawn for
us, of this mighty Aryan Commonwealth which

is to be. g

“We err if we think that war brings suffer-
ing; it is suffering that brings war,” says Mr.
Jinarajadesa in his valuable paper War and
Civilization. He contends that our physical
struggles are the direct result of our tragic
wars of peace, i. e., our factories, our sweat-
shops, our child-labor, our degradation of
woman,—“murders and robberies more terrible
than anything merely material.” He warns us
to be content with no “mere political peace” -
for it will not last “while there is one man or
woman in any state of poverty or degradation
or ignorance,” and he urges us to “work for
the abolition of the horrors of the many civil

‘wars already existing in the nations, in all our

factories and in our slums.” “It is for this
work that Theosophy has come to us,” he
says. .

In Watch Tower notes Mrs. Besant records
the death of some old Theosophic friends,
among whom is Dr. Hubbe Schleiden, the
valiant German General Secretary. Mr. W. H.
Kirby contributes a helpful article on The Use
of War and we note among other good things
Fire Lily, an heroic little story by F. Hadland
Davis, who is now at the front. We echo Mrs.
Besant’s wish in a foreword that high deeds
may be his as in the case of his hero in the
story, but, a safe return. G.F. W.

The September number of EsoreEric CHRIS-
TIANITY seems to us one of the best yet received.
Mr. Wardall has a very fine article on Thought
Reactions, giving us giimpses of the karma
which results from the many kinds of thought.
His conclusion is especially good:

Poverty arises from unwillingness to share. Any-

- one who holds tightly to possessions must some day

wear the beggar’s robe. He who sits loose among
the objects of the senses, whether he be a prince or
a pauper, giving much or little with a royal heart
that loves to share—he ‘shall inherit the earth.”

Mr Shepard continues his article on One
World or Two. Dr. Curtiss has also a second
article on The Philosophy of War, sub-titled
The Battles of Armageddon. Evelyn Under-
hill is quoted at some length on clearing
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the cobwebs away from the doors of our per-
ception, so that we may see the Infinite every-
where, in everything.

A short article by Miss Stovel, the business
manager; two poetic contributions, Jesus—
Master and When Jesus Enters In; Mr. ‘Ward-
all’s comments on the Sunday School lessons;
Mrs. Duff’s page on Meditation and Prayer, and
the Query Page complete the number.

E. E. P.

~ THE HEerALD oF THE STAR for August is rich
in interesting matter. In the Starlight—writ-
ten-this month by Mr. C. Jinarajadasa—sounds
the note of hope so much needed in these dark
days, for even now ‘“the Lord of the Spring-
time of the World is already weaving His magic
wonders.”

Love, Beauty and Service is the title of a
lecture by Mr. Leadbeater, who takes as his
texts those words from the little book WHAT
‘WE SHALL TEACH: “Beauty is joy” and “Love,
and you will find the beautiful.” He emphasizes
the need of beauty in our daily life, in our
homes and in our work—a point sadly lost sight
of in the rush of the world. -

A spiritual uplift will come to those who read
and ponder over the loving sketch by Haren-
dranath Maitra of the life of Maharshi Deben-
dranath Tagore. Nobly did the father of the
great poet Rabindranath' earn the title of
Maharshi, or Great Rishi, given by his fellow
men whom he guided toward the God-vision.

In Sovereignty and Democracy, by Montague
Churchill-Shann, we have another contribution
toward the solution of the many problems
which will arise after the war.

The Western mind has always been puzzled
by the Hindu term. “Nirvana,” and this short
article by Mr. Jinarajadasa Nirvana According
to Buddha, will be welcomed as affording an
~ elucidation of the subject.

Miss Hope Rea, in her articles on Art, always
ingpires in her readers a desire—strengthened
by the excellent illustrations—to see the pic-
tures she so skilfully describes and analyzes,
and the present contribution on the work of
Jan “Velvet” Brueghel is no exception.

In his Practical Ideals in PEducation Mr.
Philip Oyler states that four things are pri-
marily necessary: “Love, Faith, Health, Sim-
plicity.” He very strongly advocates the sim-
ple life, and interchange of work—not restrict-

ing certain kinds.of work to boys and others
to girls, as is the usual practice.

From the pen of Maude Lambart-Taylor
comes the first installment of a lecture on the
intensely interesting drama Mary Magdalene,
by Maurice Materlinck, that great writer who
“deals with the Soul rather than with the In-
tellect,” and who said “I have never met a
single woman who did not bring me something
great.”

Spiritual Healing, by F. BE. Pearce, is very
illuminative and should be attentively consid-
ered by all interested in the noble work of
healing.

Quis Separabit? the title of an article by
Eric Hammond, insists on the necessity of link-
ing up East and West in loving brotherhood.
Each owes much to the other, and slowly—too
slowly—the force of this fact is being felt and
acted upon. G.ILW

The August VAHAN is “featured” by a state-
ment from Mr. Sinnett, as Vice-President, that

“self-government for India is inappropriate and:

uncalled-for.” Some members may perhaps ad-
mire his courage in making this declaration, but
most will probably think it unfortunate that he
expressed his radical opposition to our Presi-
dent at the very time that she is being perse-
cuted by the British Government for her ardent
work for India’s self-government and therefore
needs the loyal support of all Theosophists.
Among other items of interest are an epitome
of The Purpose of the Theosophical Movement,
The Trials of a Candidate, two articles on the

- favorite theme of Brotherhood, and An Open
Letter to all Secretaries, by “One of Them,”

which our own National Secretary might wish
printed for the edification of all lodges and for
the lightening of her own labors! Practical
suggestions are given for organizing commit-
tees, making reports, arranging for lecturers,
ete. “Never the Committee yet that ceased
without yawns, longing for its tea or its bed,
voting any way that promised near release,”
and “Brevity is the soul of Minutes!”’ are some
of the interesting bits.

Our younger members (in years in this body
only, for are not all Theosophists old in soul?)
will be proud to learn that the teams of the
Garden City Theosophical School were the win-
ners in all sporting matches played against
neighboring teams. H. H.

“‘Grant us the will to fashion as we feel,
Grant us the strength to labour as we
know,
Grant us the purpose, ribbed and edged
with steel,
To strike the blow.






Two Important NEW BOOKS by Mrs. Besant

HOW INDIA WROUGHT | THEOSOPHY and LIFE’S

FOR FREEDOM DEEPER PROBLEMS
“Greater than the Theosophical So- Shows our place in all public work
ciety is the Theosophical Movement” and teaches us how to contribute our

is a teaching whose inwardness once

ical sh W . ac-
grasped enables one to fathom the Theosophical shares toward the . ac

mysterious depths of the process of tivities of the world. Gives unnfis-
civilization. This book is a history— takably clear answers to many vital
a romantic history—of the struggle of questions. Contains chapters on The

a people of ancient culture. The-

Nature of God; The Nature of Man;
osophists will get a clear idea of the iy

most recent activities of their untir- Right and Wrong; and concludes with
ing President—activities which led to the Meaning of Brotherhood and the
her expulsion from Bombay not long facts in nature on which it is based.

ago. Postpaid $1.40. Postpaid $0.60.

ANOTHER NEW BOOK
By E. A. Wodehouse, M. A.

A WORLD EXPECTANT; the Study of a Great Possibility

Gives a powerful and clear statement of the main factors in the problem of this
changing age, showing the reasons for the expectancy of the near coming of a Great
Spiritual Teacher to the World. 166 pages, cloth binding. Postpaid $1.00

Special Reduced Prices on

THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE

By Annie Besant

A statesmanlike view of the coming age,
based on a knowledge and study of the past
and on definite occult knowledge of the future.

Paper 60c, cloth 85c, postpaid.

Valuable Literature at Greatly Reduced Prices

HOLY WISDOM, or Directions for the Prayer of Contemplation.
By Ven. Father F. Augustin Baker. Recommended to students of meditation by

Mrs. Besant.....ooovttiiiiiiiiiiinoceereneeenennnencnnnns $2.25. Reduced to $1.75
THE GOSPEL OF RIGHTNESS, a Study in Pauline Philosophy.
By C. E. Wo0d8....uuiiitiiieieriinsenannneeeennneeeeannns $1.76. Reduced to $1.10

NOTES on the GOSPEL and REVELATION OF ST. JOHN.

Purporting to have been given in automatic writing by Raphael, a Messenger of
God. Written by Hilda, Baroness Deichmann......... .....$1.76. Reduced to $1.35

A MANUAL OF ASCETICAL THEOLOGY.

Describes the life of the soul on Earth and in Heaven. By Rev. Arthur
07 1 $3.00. Reduced to $2.00

THEOSOPHICAL BOOK CONCERN
Krotona, Hollywood,
Los Angeles, Calif.




