


98 THE MESSENGER

single in purpose—spontaneous and in-
nately democratic of all the spiritual im-
pulses which are beating against the wall
of Western material thought. These mys-
tics needed no endorsement of Tagore.
They recognized his language. For them
he was not a cultural fad, but a revealer
and a prophet. ‘

. Tt is interesting to speculate on the rea-
son for Tagore’s translation of this works
into English. Fame he already had, of
the truest kind. His songs are sung by
¢‘the poorest and the lowliest and lost’’ as
well as by Rajahs and Maharajahs from
one end of India to the other, while the
fifty millions of Bengal call this the epoch
of Rabindranath. The West had only dol-
lars and notoriety to offer. Men of his
high type are more inclined to be averse
to these things than desirous of them. As
he commented, rather wistfully, concern-
ing his sudden prominence in the West,
““They have taken away my shelter.”’ Per-
haps it was for the satisfaction of the artist
in him that he sent GITANJALI, SADHANA,
and the rest out into a world which had
no respeet for his privacy; but those who
hold that Conscious Forces are behind the
evolution of humanity may well believe
that this great soul sent forth his message
with full knowledge of the part it was to
play in the closer drawing together of the
East and the West, and did this as a spirit-
. ual sacrifice.

Naturally the enemies of Eastern influ-
ence sought out Tagore’s life. If they had
discovered any flaw we should have been
told it, but the author of GITANJALI stood
out crystal pure, as did those nearest to
him. He did not come from a family of low
origin or of humble attainments, rather is
he the culmination of noble tendencies.
His house holds an eminent place in Ben-
gal and has long been distinguished for

the men it has given to the state as phil-

osophers, artists, rulers. The name Tagore
is really Thakur, signifying lord.

The fine fibre of these people and their
status spiritually is well illustrated in the
following oceurrence, given in the preface
of the autobiography of the Maharshi
Devendranath Tagore — Rabindranath’s
father. I cite it because, being an example

of the attitude of an illumined soul to-
ward mundane affairs, it has a special
meaning and value for the ‘‘practical’’
West.

Dwarkanath Tagore, the Maharshi’s
father, died terribly in debt. In his en-
deavor to keep up the princely estate of
the family, he had incurred . liabilities
amounting to a crore of rupees, or over
$3,000,000. To meet this he had less than
half that amount. He had, however, pro-
tected his family by a trust fund which
the creditors could not touch. -All other
assets were to be made over to them. It
was entirely legal. The creditors under-
stood and were inclined to accept the sit-
uation. Not the Maharshi, however. In-
stead of holding to his legal rights in the
matter, as a lower type of man would
probably have done, he scorned to take ad-
vantage of a technicality. He and his
brothers held a conference which resulted
in their giving over to the creditors the
entire trust fund. Nor was this all. Turn-
ing his back upon the meditative life
which his whole being craved, he spent
many years overseeing the business which
the creditors placed under his manage-
ment, with the result that every penny of
the compounded debts was repaid. The
Maharshi even went so far as to fulfil
large promises to charities which his father
had made, even paying interest on the
money pledged.

Now these actions are in no way alien
to the ideals of the noble men of our
western lands, whether that nobility be
of the heart or of the blood. They will be
sympathetically regarded by the more
spiritually evolved among our business
men, some of whom might be capable of
duplicating them, but rare indeed in this
environment would be the man who under
similar circumstances could meet the sit-
uation with the Maharshi’s spirit. Far
from being cast down, he was supremely
happy, and remarked to his brother Gir-
indra that they had performed a Vishvajit
Yajna* by giving away everything they
possessed. He wrote: ‘““What I had de-
sired came to pass. I wanted to renounce

* A ceremony of public renunciation of all
worldly goods.







COMMENTS ON “LIGHT ON THE PATH”

BY ELIAS GEWURZ

HEN does one become a Master?
‘When one has learned all the les-

sons that earth has to teach. How

does one learn all these lessons? By sub-

‘mitting to all the experiences natural to
this sphere without repulsion when they
are painful and without attachment when
they are pleasant. Thus, taking things as
they are and letting them all deliver their
message, the period of schooling is short-
ened for the disciple, and his entrance
upon the higher stages of the Path begins
earlier than would have been the case had
he allowed the various qualities of his
constitution (called gunas, in the East) to
play havoc with his desire nature, or to
otherwise detain him.

There is a saying: ‘‘When the disciple
is ready the Master is ready also.”” When
the disciple is ready means that he has ar-
rived at a stage when he can listen to
that voice which has been called ‘‘the
Voice of the Silence,”’ because we only
hear it when we have passed through the
silence and accustomed ourselves to live
and move and have our being in it.

The first four rules of LiGHT ON THE
Pata show us how to pass to the silence
safely. The rule we are considering is the
third: Before the voice can speak in the
presence of the Masters, it must have lost
the power to wound.

There.is a little story of an old Rabbi,
a great teacher of the KaBavra, whose
first few words when rising in the morn-
ing were: ‘‘Heavenly Father, may. I dur-
ing this day, and until I again close my
eyes in sleep, not be made the instrument
of judgment against any brother or sister
of mine.”” At first sight it seems as if this
is just a common prayer for help from out-
side, but it is not. Its Scientific founda-
tion is the same as the one underlying the
precepts in the Hall of Learning which, as
you know, are all truths founded in Na-
ture. In our earlier days, when we used
to pray in the old-fashioned manner, the

object of our prayers appeared to be to
make us good; but later on, when we
learned to know the true inwardness of
things and the purpose of human life, we
found that many a thing which sounded
as a religious threat was, in reality, a
statement of fact inherent in the nature
of things.

Now when the Master Hllarlon caused
to be written down this rule, that before
we can speak in the presence of the Great
Ones our voice must lose the power to
wound, He did not mean to give us a good
bit of advice with a promise attached to
it, that if we are good the Masters will
listen to us. No more did the old Rabbi
mean anything of this sort. The idea both
had in mind is the everlasting truth writ-
ten in the very heart of the cosmic law.
That law determines that on every plane
units shall be used for the improvement of
their species. We see this law governing
the mineral, vegetable and animal king-
doms, but it generally escapes our atten-
tion that it also holds good in the human
kingdom. Nature in her vast domains
uses individuals and entities to further the
growth of the collective bodies of which
they are the units. Continual progress is
Nature’s aim, and on the human plane she
achieves it by making every man his
brother’s keeper.

The feeling of repulsion which we ex-
perience at a wrong or careless act of a
fellow man is Nature’s safeguard against
the recurrence of a similar act. She put
us where we are in order-to eliminate the
possibilities of wrong-doing. But now
there are various ways and means of
achieving that end. Punishment is one
way, and instruction is another. On the
lower mental level reaction is so quick and
violent that it punishes both the wrong-
doer and him who is the witness of wrong-
doing, but on the higher mental level, and
on the planes beyond it, where the spirit-
ual consciousness is wide awake, reaction

.
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race must not be instruments of judgment,
and that is why the old Rabbi, the teacher
of the KaBaLaA, prayed every morning, im-
mediately after rising, ‘‘Heavenly Father,
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may I during this day, and until I again
close my eyes in sleep, not be made the
instrument of judgment against any
brother or sister of mine.”’

PUT SYSTEMATICALLY

BY EVA BLYTT

(GENERAL SECRETARY NORWEGIAN SECTION)

N order to reach its fulfillment the
Theosophical Society has to pass
through three stages of development.

In our present time we see these three
stages completed by our President, Mrs.
Besant, who has guided the Society from
its philosophical stage to its religious
stage, and through that into the political.

There was a phase in the history of the
Society when all energy was concentrated
on bringing truths down from the realm
of ideas to the physical consciousness, in
order that they might be formulated as
doctrines of teaching, and we term that
phase the historical, or philosophical. The
locality where this first impulse took
place, and where a centre of outer activi-
ties was founded, was England. Madame
Blavatsky wrote her SECRET DOCTRINE
not in America, nor in India. Conse-
quently Europe (England) from whence
the basls-scrlpture was distributed over
the world, is to be considered as the first

mystical local centre of our movement.

It is owing to England’s position as such
that we see all nations in touch with the
theosophical movement in these first years
sending their representatives to London,
so that they, through them, might be
grafted on to the parent stem.

Something similar took place when the
Society reached what we call its religious
stage. As the fruit of the methodical ap-
plication of the doctrinal teaching received
. in the first stage, the intuition of mem-
bers evolved to a degree where they were
able to take knowledge direct, or by
means of symbol and ritual when these
were used merely as the link between idea
and physical awareness. Thus were pres-

ent the conditions for the formation of
mystical orders which were meant to be
the heart and revivification of the church.
The force-centre, the mystical school iden-
tical with this step in evolution became
Adyar, India, where Yoga-training pre-
pared the path for the material appear-
ance of the Bodhi-Sattva. And represen-
tatives of all attached countries went to
Adyar, as before they had gone to Lon-
don, so that their respective countries
might be interlinked with the mother
centre in this her new phase of develop-
ment.

And now we might ask for what purpose
this high-strung education of ours has
taken place. Is it for the sake of man-
kind that we beg this our perfection to
shine forth as a great light among men?
If so, our development would have finished
with this second stage. What we see is
that those who have reached the stage
of saintliness give their powers for and
in the world.

We believe in a new age, and know
that a néw age does not come as an adding
of something from outside to.that which
is, but rather as a new forthcoming ability
from within. A new age comes on by
the erection of new ideals. But the new
ideals are dependent for their realiza-
tion as cultural factors upon our capacity
to see them as abstractlons This is, as
we said, what Adyar has done for us. It
has developed in some of us the capacity
of putting ourselves in direct touch with
the ideal world, and thus has evolved our
sense of judgment. The disciples of the
mystery-school look into the existing
world and see there what is wanting. They

" compare by means of their transcendental






PETERS AND PSYCHISH

BY IRVING S. COOPER

The Peters family is larger than I expected.
(whom I suspect of sarcasm), Peters has brothers and sisters in every Lodge.

way I doubt this.
or great aunts, or something of the sort.

According to one correspondent
Some

Probably the truth is that these relations are only distant cousins
It is a sign of health to be optimistic. Not

that I wish to deprive Peters of his relatives, if they really exist, but rather that I

‘ hope—most fervently—that Peters is unique.
So you may. imagine the pain I felt when the other day, in
, I heard one Theosophist say to another, “Oh, you Peters!” The

counterpart in real life.
the city of

It would be a sad blow if I found his

remark lacked finesse. And picture with what feelings of horror I listened to the

following fragment of conversation:

One Member (who shouldn’t have been so curious):

for the Lodge now?”

Second Member (who ought to have known better):

as usual.”
Let us be merciful—and cautious.

“What is So-and-So doing

“Oh, he’s Petering around

All of us may have a drop or two of the Peters

blood flowing in our theosophical veins——who can say? :

ETERS believes he is becoming psy-
P chic. I am reluctant to acknowledge
this, for I was beginning to feel
great pride in Peters as a well-developed
thought-form, but truth forces me to ad-
mit that Peters is developing an obstinate
“streak and persists in displaying all sorts
- of characteristies which I would rather he
did not. This wilfulness fills me with dis-
may, for I expected that he would be a
well-behaved thought-form and do exactly
as I wished, but my expectations have been
shattered. I feel hurt all the way through,
for I cannot but think that Peters is lack-
ing in gratitude, considering all that I have
done for him. I created him, gave him
personality, brought him to the attention
of several thousand readers, and now look
what he has done! I am in despair. Yes,
I admit it with dimmed eyes and trembling
lips—Peters, the offspring of my brain,
disregarding all my pleadings and good
advice, has been dabbling in psychism. He
—I can hardly - write the words—he
actually believes that he is becoming psy-
chic!

It started three weeks ago. One morn-
ing, as I was working at my desk, Peters
walked in without knocking and sat down
in my Morris chair. I glanced up, saw who
it was, and said carelessly as I resumed
work :

““Good morning, Peters. How is your
aura this morning? (For the benefit of
the uninitiated it may be of interest to
say that this form of greeting, among the
most esoteric of Theosophists, has replaced

the somewhat worn Pears’ Soap salutation
of the crudely exoteric world.) To my
surprise, Peters did not reply to this
sprightly question, so I glanced at him
again. It was evident from his extra-
dreamy expression that something had
happened to him. His eyes were unfocused
and fixed upon the mystic distance, while
from his features all appearance of active
intelligence had been successfully erased.
I came to the conclusion that he was wad-
ing knee-deep amid gorgeous dreams and
satisfying fancies.

‘‘Does your aura still resemble a pink
celluloid soap-box,”” I asked, somewhat
foolishly, I confess, as I now go over the
conversation in memory, ‘‘or have you,
through strenuous meditation, expanded
it to the dimensions of a toy balloon?’’
Peters did not even hear me.

““I had a wonderful vision last night,’’
he began. I stared at him in dismay. What
would Peters have next! '

‘“Colors, an archangel or two, and all
that sort of thing?’’ I enquired, casually,

" making believe to turn back to my work,

so as to discourage him. But Peters was
wrapped up in his vision like a silk-worm
in a cocoon.

‘“Oh, it was wonderful! At first I was
surrounded by splendid colors and—"’

“‘I thought so,”’ I exclaimed. Then,
with a professional air, I asked him,
‘““What did you have to eat last night?
Cheese omelette, mixed with lemon pie and
buttermilk 2’ I knew something of Peters’
habits, but Peters was insulted.
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the message given you was probably pro-
duced by your own imagination. Why
don’t—"’

But I had said too much. The pill was
bitter and Peters became angry. He arose
suddenly, looked at me with withering in-
dignation, and stalked out through the
door. Even a thought-form may turn, if
stepped on too often.

That was three weeks ago. Since then
I hear that Peters has made great
progress—in his own estimation. He has
rather avoided me of late. My pills ure
unpleasant. What was my surprise then,
yesterday afternoon, that upon hearing a
rousing knock at the door I opened it and
found Petérs standing there. And such a
Peters! With folded arms he stood and
gazed calmly upon me. Cosmic power was
written across his forehead. Mpystery
brooded in his half-veiled eyes. The music
of the spheres rose and fell with the deep
tones of his voice. Supernal dignity
radiated from his kingly form. Peters had
become a psychic! I nearly said—well,
never mind ; it’s a word found in the Bible.

I invited him to enter. He crossed the
threshold. It was an event! He con-
descended to sit in my Morris chair. It
was a sacrament! I felt that to be in
keeping with the situation I should humbly
kneel and knock my head seven times on
the floor. But I did not, so great is my
pride. Pride! oh, how foolish is pride!
But hark, Peters is speaking. I listen as
unto an oracle.

‘I have attained, but my lips are sealed
by a vow of silence.”” (Mentally I thanked
the Lord, from whom all blessings flow.)
‘I have been led from height to height,
from pinnacle to pinnacle, from initiation
to initiation.”” (I wondered whether he
had been reading certain pseudo oc-
cult books I saw the other day at
the library.) ‘‘Soon my great work
will commence in the world. T but
await the word from the Great One.”’ (I
began to speculate whether Peters was
imagining now that he was trapesing
around on the Mahaparanirvanie plane.)
‘“Meanwhile I have been sent here to help
you toward enlightenment.”’

This was too much! I don’t mind speak-
ing to other people, but when anyone tries
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to tell me what I ought to do, well, I just
get—mnot mad, of course, but sort of ex-
cited. The idea of Peter trying to illum-
inate me! The conceit of the man! I
decided swiftly that pills were altogether
too good for Peters. The knife was the
thing. I immediately made up my mind
that I was going to perform a surgical op-
eration on his psychic anatomy.

‘‘Peters,’’ said I, ‘“did anyone ever tell
you the truth?’’ This frank attack made
Peters slightly dizzy for a moment, but he
quickly recovered himself and answered
merely by looking at me in dignified si-
lence. ‘“You are going to hear it now,”’ I
continued with emphasis. ‘‘Probably no
one has ever dared or cared to do so be-
fore, but this time you are destined to
hear exactly what you are and are not.
Prepare to enter the Valley of Humilia-
tion.”” Thereupon I folded my arms, strode
mightily to the door, turned the key in the
lock and thrust it into my pocket. Then,
wheeling suddenly, I glared at Peters with
a powerful glare. (I don’t mind telling you
in confidence that I learned exactly how to
act in this unnatural melodramatic fashion
by faithfully attending the movies. I do
hope they have the movies in heaven!)
Peters half rose out of his chair in alarm,
and then sank back again slightly trem-
bling. I had produced the effect I desired—
that of making a crack in his shell of ego-
tism. By causing him to think that he was
in physical danger, his attention had been
diverted from his psychic attainments, and
there was a faint hope that he might listen
to what I had to say. The opportunity was
a rare one, such as comes once in a decade,
for few people are big enough to hear the
whole truth about themselves and seldom
is it possible, or permissible, to corner a
person and force the truth upon him.
Peters, being only a thought-form, had to
listen.

““Three weeks ago you told me of your
so-called vision, produced probably, as I
told you, through a combination of imag-
ination, thought-forms and indigestion.
Your egotism was so colossal that you be-
lieved the vision to be true, and since then
you have been carrying around with you
a fearful burden of stupendous destiny.
You believe you are becoming a psychic.
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where . there are people you can serve.
See, here are sorrowing hearts you can
comfort; there is ignorance you can re-
move. On every side are vice, weakness
and frailty you can help to overcome. Is
not this work the most glorious privilege
on earth? Turn your eyes, with the inno-
cence and trust of a child, to the luminous
face of the Master. Love Him wholly,
dear Peters. Remember that His love for
you is so great that could you but see it
with opened vision, you would have to
turn your eyes away, blinded by its glory.

Try hard to serve Him by serving human-

ity, gain His trust by becoming perfectly
trustworthy, seek to win His love by mak-
ing brothers of all around you. In His
service alone is perfect happiness. And
never forget the teaching of the Master

that the time and strength that it takes to

THE MESSENGER

gain psychic powers might be spent in
work for others.”’

‘When I had finished speaking Peters’
eyes were glowing with enthusiasm. He
sprang up and clasped my hand.

‘I agree with every word you said,’’ he
exclaimed fervently, ‘‘and I want to thank
you from the bottom of my heart for your
beautiful thoughts.”’

Again he wrung my hand warmly, and I
felt the tears come to my eyes in thank-
fulness. Dear old Peters! He started for
the door, but stopped and spoke just be-
fore going out.

“I will try to remember everything you
said, so as to be able to help people,’’—his.
voice was vibrant with emotion, and I
smiled happily at him—“when I com-
mence my great work mnext week as a
seer.”’

.

SUFFER LITTLE CHILDREN

BY EMMA HUNT

66 HEY are the most wonderful and
I delicate things in the world,
these souls in child bodies,’’ said
Mr. Leadbeater; and as he spoke his eyes
looked into the inner worlds, as though he
were seeing there the wonderful thing
which happens when a soul takes birth in
a new personality.

A better time for the young people—this
is one idea which has taken root in the
hearts of many of us who listened to this
Elder Brother and heard what he said of
our country being the home of the new
sub-race. A great privilege and a great
-responsibility are ours in this our little
land. Just now the work is so important,
for we remember how Mr. Leadbeater re-
minded us that ‘‘as the twig is bent, so
the tree will grow.”” What we do now will
very markedly affect the future of our
country.

It is with the young life of New Zealand

that our responsibility lies. As we listened
to those lectures in Auckland we felt that
in some way we must, each of us, do a
little to awaken ourselves and our country
to the necessity of working for the health
and happiness of the young people.

The two closing lectures of the series
dealt entirely with the importance of the
home life and the educational life of the
child. In clear, simple language the neces-
sity for improvement in the methods and
upbringing of the young was put before
us and, in closing, our great Leader looked
earnestly at his audience and said, ‘“You
who love your country—and I cannot
imagine that anyone can live in it and not
love it—see to it, see to it, that you at-
tend to these things.”’

What ideals should we hold in our
minds that we may better serve the Manu
in His work of guiding the new sub-race
into strong and worthy fields of service?
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and grow up refined and cultured citizens.
Far-reaching, indeed, must be the results
of this effort of the citizens of Magnolia.

Another article treats of Better Movies
for Children. In the city of Louisville,
Kentucky, a lady was much concerned
about the effect which the pictures had
upon the minds of her children. They
were taken by some friends, while she was
away, to a moving picture theatre at which
a film was shown giving the inside of an
asylum, and specially one poor demented
worhan the sight of whom so worked on
the imaginations of the children that it
was weeks before the terrible sight could
be removed from their minds. ‘‘Why,”’
thought the mother, ‘‘should innocent, im-
pressionable children be subjected to such
dreadful and unnecessary things?’’ and
she set to work to see if something could
not be done. The managers of the various
picture shows of the town were inter-
viewed by the lady and asked if they
would make the experiment of special
films for children. All said that it wonld
be a financial failure, but at last one
broad-minded manager, though rather
dubious, promised to give the idea a trial.
Interested friends then lent their aid, with
the result that a board of censorship was
launched under the ‘‘Parent-Teachers’ As-
sociation of Public Schools,’’ and with the
co-operation of the Board of Education.
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From the very first the movement was
a success. The entertainment was held on
a Saturday morning, and the theatre was
crowded with more than a thousand chil-
dren. Then the idea began to spread, until
managers in twenty ecities in America
started these special programmes for
children. The programmes given are full
of interest for young people; charming
fairy stories are depicted and deeds of
heroism are shown; then there are films
that are historical, geographical, indus-
trial and botanical ,and others again are
full of humor for the young people.

Thousands upon thousands of children
are flocking to the picture palaces of our
towns every week, and much harm is done
by many of the vulgar and extraordinary
pictures that are to be found in almost
every programme. With very little
trouble it should be possible to have these
American films for children introduced
into our own country. Are there not some
of our members who have sufficient influ-
ence to make it practicable for them to
approach some of the managers and see
what can be done? Let us not say, ‘“Some
one ought to do it,”” but rather, ““Can I
not do something here?’’ for this is the
way to get things done. Let each one of
us give the service of our lives, that we
may make New Zealand a more worthy
cradle for the new sub-race.

—From THE0SOPHY IN NEW ZEALAND.

‘““Each should form for himself his own conception of the Divine. It will
be according to his own divinity, according to his stage in evolution. Let
him think his highest, his best, his noblest; let him think the very grandest
thought that his intellect can imagine; having made that image, let him realize
that only one ray of the Divine Light shines through it and that perfect as
it is to him, it is but one facet of the everlasting Beauty. As his soul aspires
toward it, and becomes like it, image after image will rise before him, higher
and higher, and with every growth in himself his idea of God will become
more beautiful. And as each ideal is clearly and definitely realized it fades
away, and a mightier and grander is seen unveiled beyond. Veil after veil
will be thrown aside, as in our search we mount higher and more inwards,
and ever the veils become more translucent, and a Beauty more ravishing re-

veals itself. to the soul.”’

TrE THEOSOPHIST, Feby. 1909.
The Search for God—Mrs. Besant.






FROM THE NATIONAL PRESIDENT

(GENERAL SECRETARY)

THE TALK SPECIALIST

Owing to Mrs. Besant’s very clearly and
forcibly expressed views on the merits or
demerits of the various contestants en-
gaged in the great war, much energy has
been expended of late in a discussion of
her right of free speech as President of the
T. S. Some of it has been heard on the
lips of Theosophists, lukewarm and other-
wise, and some has even been seen in print.
Everybody taking part is sincere, of
course. They are all trying to serve The-
osophy the best they know how, but that
does not mean that their judgment is
necessarily sounds. In some cases Mrs. Bes-
ant’s critics have much yet to gain. not
only in good judgment, but in good man-
ners as well. Whenever I listen to one
of sthese well-meaning vocalists, I feel
tempted to address him thus: My young
friend, I should like to ask who has made
this your affair? 'What has bound to
your little scheme of thought the greatest
living woman of the world? Surely not
the Presidency. The T. S., which is such
a broad, tolerant and universal institution
certainly does not shackle, muzzle and gag
its members. Usually people come into it
because it is a haven of liberty of thought
and freedom of expression on the larger
issues of life. If this be the guarantee the
members enjoy, by what law or rule is
the greatest of our members to be barred
from it? Mrs. Besant did not renounce
her selfthood when she accepted the Presi-
dency. Nor would any other President
who was worth his salt. Nor can such an
impossibility ever be expected of any in-
cumbent of that high office, now or here-
after.

As to Mrs. Besant’s challenged views on
the war, the Society is in no way con-
cerned, and can never be logically affected
by them. If she wants to say ‘“Down with
the Germans’’ you do not have to run be-
hind her and say it too, if you do not wish
to. But it s your business to try to com-

prehend what she means, for you may rest
assured of one thing, she knows what she

is about, which is much more than you-

possibly can know-of her. It-is not the
Germans as Germans she is damning, but
the damnable thought-forms the whole
world has created during many past mil-
lenia and which the Germans have madly
elected to incarnate and fight for. She
is fighting the things the Germans have
sold their souls to—trying to help save
them from themselves. But I doubt if she
expects you and your kind to understand
this until history writes it for you.

A mighty thing that Theosophy ‘has
brought forcibly back to the world, as a
work-a-day virtue, is a mutual tolerance
for one another’s actions, and the most
that you, my friend, seem to have done is
to have shown that you do not possess it.
You have only proved the propagandists’
case by showing what a deplorable need
there is in the world for Tolerance,.and
especially in the T. S. There is a sad
number of people in the T. S. that seem
to think the Society is a kind of prim lit-
tle Sunday School affair. The reinear-
nated nuns and monks in the Society still
believe in the exclusion of the ‘‘world’’
from their sacred precinets, and would
make the T. S. as sterile of great things
as a fireside tea-party. You will hear
them saying of another whose actions may
not be quite as lifeless as their own that
such and such a one is not a fit person to
be in the Society. They seem to think
they carry within their souls the mark of
the true Theosophist and with smug sat-
isfaction recognize it only in the few who

-are just like themselves.

I think it is about time the people waked
up to the realization that ours is not a
Society of effeminate saints, but a body
of earnest students trying to solve the
terrible problems that beset a huge group
of planetary comrades who have fallen
into a black pit of ignorance. The whole
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physically, intellectually and morally.
Students of - evolution realize the

great length of the long stream of
human evolution; but no matter how
adjacent parts are kept together, the
whole stream is kept intact and is ome.
This is done by co-operation—sticking to-
gether and co-operating one with the
other. We know how widely we differ
from one another, but that is a part of
the scheme, and it is our part in it to fill
in the breaks, to cement the units. That
is co-operation—getting together. Some
call it love. There is no mere sentiment
about that form of love. It is the true
brand. It comes hard at times and calls
for real sacrifice. But, in this, duty takes
the place of sensuous indulgence mas-
querading as Love.

Now let me ask what intelligent action
you would take in the case of the burglar
who had invaded the sanctity of your
home and destroyed it. Does it not seem,
if your sentiment of brotherhood has any
moral basis at all, that it would prompt
you to action on two lines at least: (1) to
do something to protect your neighbor
from a similar catastrophe at the hands
of that criminal, and (2) to do something
to cure the criminal of his moral disease?
““But,”’ you say, ‘‘that is all very intel-
ligent and does, I suppose, ultimately sub-
serve the ends of Brotherhood ; but where
does Love come in?’’ TUnderstand, my
young friend, that love and intelligence
are but the two sides of the protecting
shield of wisdom ; neither can exist with-
out the other, nor can true wisdom mani-
fest without the two. Intellect without
heart develops into a cold sub-brutal in-
dividualism ; heart without intellect into
flabby sentimentalism. It takes the united
wisdom of the two to make the true guide
of life, and this well-balanced is ordained
to bring one right into the presence of the
Deity Himself. '

Remember, you mnot only are your
brother’s lover but his keeper as well, and
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it is continually up to you to give an ac-
count to the Lords of Karma of how well
you fulfill your trust. Have you clothed
him when he was cold, fed him when he
was hungry; have you taught him in his
ignorance, restrained him in his mad-
ness?

There is a Chinese saying that those who
know the great mystery of life hidden in
Tao do not tell, and those who Zell do not
know. I would paraphrase this and say:
Those who know Mrs. Besant’s great
moves do not criticise, and those who
criticise do not know.

MR. JOHN’S DEATH

The sad news comes to America by pri-
vate letter of the death of Mr. W. G. John,
General Secretary of the Australian Sec-
tion. The letter says: ‘‘He had been ill
for some time following a serious opera-
tion.”” Ome does not doubt how much
happier and freer he now is on the higher
planes to do the Masters’ work to which
he is so greatly devoted, but the loss to
the hither side of our work will be keenly
felt. Mr. John is one of the faithful band
of Servers who have carried the Masters’
banner for many an ancient day.

OTHER CHANGES

I am wondering if it does not seem
hard to our President to spare good Gen-
eral Secretaries at this time. Not only has
Mr. John gone, but Mr. Nelson of the
South African Section has resigned his
post for other pressing duties; Mr. Arun-
dale of the British Section has for the
time taken up work in India; Capt. Pole
of the Scotch Section is in the war, and
likewise Mr. Blech of the French Section.
Miss Eva Blytt, the Norwegian Section’s
General Secretary, is here at Krotona.
But that is another matter. She is here

- on a visit. We shall try to take good care

of her so that when the time comes for
her to be with her own again she may be
all the better for her sojourn.

Show me a man who makes no mistakes, and I will show you a man who

doesn’t do things.

ROOSEVELT.
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THE T. S. IN FINLAND

The annual Congress of the T. S. in Fin-
land was held in Viborg, June 24th to
the 26th. Mr. Pekka Ervast was unan:
imously reelected General Secretary.
They report a membership of 590, with
24 Lodges. Theosophy is spreading
evenly throughout the population, includ-
ing in the membership all classes of so-
ciety and all occupations, from professors
and police prefects to hotel waiters and
professional card-tellers. The greatest

9
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artists in the country are theosophically
minded and, what is ‘even better, the
common people are slowly and steadily
accepting the theosophical explanation of
life.

Mrs. Maude Lambart-Taylor requests
that we convey her grateful thanks to all
the Ledges that have so generously re-
sponded to her appeal for signatures on
the petition opposing the Hindu exclusion
act.

THE ALTAR IN THE WILDERNESS
BY GAIL WILSON

‘A wayside cross set deep within the wood,

A foot-path winding to the resting-place,
Bespeak the story of the wand’ring knights
Who, on their pilgrimages, sought some rest
For wearied limb and far more wearied heart,
Because the chosen quest seemed fruitless, void. -
Almost we see them lay aside the sword

And vizored helmet, and sink down to pray
Each one his different prayer in his own way.

Perhaps one asks to turn again to jousts
And tournaments where he can see the foe,
Not wrestle with the foe invisible;

Another cries that deep within his heart
There lies a secret deadly sin that will

Not let the veil be lifted from the Grail;
And close beside him one who lifts his voice
To supplicate forgiveness for that stain

So red that makes his brother’s seeking vain.

So you and I upon our pilgrimage—

For each man has his quest, what’er it be—
Must find our altar in the wilderness

Of life, some wayside cross where we can lay
Aside our helmet and our shield, and lift

Our eyes and for a moment be alone

With God—our God—who speaks to use in ways.
So varied that no other soul can see

Or hear, or understand the mystery.
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LIBRARY CATALOGUE BUREAU—Its aim is to catalogue all theosophical litera-
ture, have index and reference cards filed in Krotona Library, and eventually publish
the catalogue in durable and usable form. Assistants in the work needed. Head: Miss
Julia, E. Johnsen, 3561 Minnehaha Ave., S., Minneapolis, Minnesota.

LOTUS GROUP.—This Bureau teaches Theosophy to children by forming Lotus
Circle classes, assigning correspondents for children, etc. Head: Miss Marjorie Tuttle,
Krotona, Hollywood, Los Angeles, California.

MUSIC BUREAU.—Its object is (1) to link music with Theosophy and (2) to teach
Theosophy through music. Monthly leaflets published. It is designed to show music as
on the plane of Buddhi-Manas (intuition) rather than on the plane of Kama-Manas
(emotion). The Bureau aims to work for upliftment towards that great ideal. Head:
Mrs. Jessie Waite Wright, Forest Glen, Maryland.

MYSTIC DRAMA.—The work of this Bureau is the writing and production of
sketches and plays based upon the teachings of Theosophy. Head: Mrs. Viola Marshall-
Watson, 3812 Park Ave., Chicago, Illinois.

PRISON WORK.—This Bureau is designed to assist by correspondence, personal
visits and lectures, the inmates of the prisons throughout the country. Correspondents
who will pursue lesson and letter writing with prisoners needed. Head: Edwin B.
Catlin, Anaconda, Montana.

STEREOPTICON LECTURE BUREAU.—Reincarnation; Power of Thought; Races
of Man; World-Teachers; and other phases of Theosophy taught by stereopticon lec-
tures. Sets of slides loaned to members in the United States. Assistance given in get-
ting slides made or colored. Further information on request. Head: John C. Myers,
10746 Hale Ave., Chicago, Illinois.

TRAVELERS’ BUREAU.—Its aim is to bind together in good fellowship the F.
T. S.’s who are traveling men and to serve as a medium whereby experiences, methods
and views are exchanged. Motto: “We Carry the Thread.” Head: George H. Wilsor,
523 South First St., Louisville, Kentucky.

INDEPENDENT COLLATERAL ORGANIZATIONS

KARMA AND REINCARNATION LEGION.—An international organization. Object:
To popularize the knowledge of Karma and Reincarnation. Official Organ: REINCARNA-
TION, a monthly magazine; subscription 50 cents. Chief Officer, Dr. Weller Van Hook;
Secretary, Dr. C. Shuddemagen. Headquarters, 7243 Coles Ave., Chicago, Ill.

ORDER OF THE ROUND TABLE.—This is a young people’s organization of the
T. S. Order of Service. The purpose of the Order is to imbue its young members with
the ideals of chivalry, as explained and illuminated by theosophical teachings. The
discipline of the Knights of the Round Table is applied to the members, looking
forward to the time when that discipline will be of real value in their inner lives. Its
Protector iz Mrs. Annie Besant. G. Herbert Whyte (Launcelot), of London, England, is
the Senior Knight of the Order. Norris W. Rakestraw (Merlin), Krotona, Hollyweod,
Calif., is the Senior Knight of the Order in America.

ORDER OF THE STAR IN THE EAST.—This is organized to prepare the world
for the coming of a World-Teacher. Official organ: THE HERALD OF THE STAR. National
Representative: Miss Marjorie Tuttle, Krotona, Hollywood, California. Traveling Or-
ganizing Secretary: Irving S. Cooper, Krotona. Organizing Secretaries: Fritz Kunz,
Ananda College, Colombo, Ceylon; Dr. B. W. Lindbergn, 327 Shukert Building, Kansas
City, Misscuri.

ORIENTAL ESOTERIC LIBRARY.—Theosophical and occult books »f all kinds
rented by mail in all parts of the United States and Canada. Rates, irrespective of
gize, 5 cents a week per volume (minimum, 10 cents), transportation extra A devosit of
$2 (or a sum equivalent to the value of the books, if less than $2) is required, return-
able less charges. Full information on request. Dr. H. N. Stokes, Librarian, 1207
Q Street, N. W., Washington, D. C.

SERVANTS OF THE STAR.—Junior branch of the Order of the Star in the East,
to train children to serve the World-Teacher. Organizing Secretary, pro tem.: Mrs.
Addie M. Tuttle, Krotona, Hollywood, Calif.

TEMPLE OF THE ROSY CROSS.—A secret, ceremonial, International Order to
which F. T. S. alone are eligible. Object: Preparation for the coming of a World-
Teacher. International Supreme Director: Mrs. Annie Besant; American Grand Di-
rector: Mrs. Annie Besant; American Grand Director: Mrs. Marie Russak-Hotchner,
The Ternary, Temple Park, Hollywood, Los Angeles, Calif. All communications should
be addressed to the Grand Secretary, Miss Helen Jasper Swain, Krotona, Hollywood,
Lot Angeles, Calif.
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Helena, Calgary, Edmonton, Regina, Win-
nipeg, Cropkston, Superior, Duluth, Min-
neapolis, St. Paul, Red Wing, Milwaukee,
Chicago, Madison, Peoria, Kansas City,
St. Louis, Nashville, Birmingham, Mont-
gomery, New Orleans, Houston, San An-
tonio, Austin, Dallas, Oklahoma City,
Omaha, Fremont, Lincoln, Des Moines
and Washington.

Mr. Cooper’s address after Convention
will be 25 BEast Washington St., Chicago,
Suite 1400.

\
THE VIRTUE

OF PROMPTNESS

Probably every national lecturer wishes
at one time or another that all those who
correspond with him in making lecture
engagements could take his place and
have his experience for a while. One of
the really trying things that falls to his
lot. is to have a string of cities all booked
except one or two, and then be unable
to assign definite dates to any of them
because the one or two are dilatory about
making responses. It seems not to occur
to them that if they .do not accept the
time, the lecturer will wish to assign it
elsewhere, nor that it is necessary for the
lecturer to know what will be done until
a day or two before the proposed visit.

Another trying experience, which is
more common, is the habit some corre-
spondents have of sending letters just one
day too late, so that they must be for-
warded. Instead of making reply at the
first possible moment, they seem to wait
until what they think is the last chance,
which is likely to be at least one mail too
late. Letters often follow a lecturer from
city to city for literally weeks, and oc-
casionally we hear of one that never
reaches us at all.

Fortunately: a large majority of the
members with whom lecturers correspond
are prompt in response, but there are a
few others who sadly need a ‘‘rule of
conduct’’ on the subjeet. Their letters
commonly begin with an apology. Not
long ago one of our national lecturers re-
ceived a letter from a Lodge officer, en-
closing a check representing a small bal-
ance due him from lecture collections. It

was more than a year and a half since
he had been in that city! The letter be-
gan with apologies for waiting so long
and said that the writer had awaited a
‘‘convenient time’’ for writing, which
seemed not to turn up!

.There is but one safe rule for the per-
son who knows that his weakness is pro-
crastination, and that is to write the let-
ter .at the first possible moment, never a
later one. ‘‘Do it now’’ is an invaluable
motto.

ITINERARIES

This year the Propaganda Department
proposes to assist-in increasing the at-
tendance at lectures by printing as rfar
in advance as possible the itineraries of
all the field-workers. It is not, however,
always possible for our lecturers to fix
dates positively very far in advance, and
these are at best subject to changes some-
times. But any information at all on the
routes and dates will be helpful. If you
know a month or two ahead of time that
one of the lecturers is coming, and talk

it up among your friends, it will enable

more people to hear it.

AUTUMN TOURS .
MAX WARDALL

Des Moines.......ooveiivenennnnn. Sept. 6, 7, 8
Iowa Penitentiary...................... Sept. 9
Omaha ...........ciivievnnnn. Sept. 10, 11, 12
Council Bluffs.............covvviinnn. Sept. 13
Lincoln .............co0vvnnnn. Sept. 14, 15, 16
Leavenworth Penitentiary............ Sept. 17
Kansas City............ovuu.e. Sept. 18, 19, 20
Webb City....oviiiiiiiiiiniinnnnnnn. Sept. 21
Topeka ...covevveeniniinnnnnnn. Sept. 22, 23, 24
Wichita ..............ooviu.... Sept. 25, 26, 27
Oklahoma City................. Sept. 28, 29, 30
Oklahoma, Penitentiary.................. Oct. 1
Colorado Springs.........vovvvvvun... Oct. 2, 3
Denver .....ovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiann., Oct. 5, 6, 7
Salt Lake City.................. Oct. 10, 11, 12

Mr. Wardall will probably go West
from Salt Lake City to Reno, San Fran-
cisco, Oakland, San Jose, Santa Barbara
and Los Angeles. During the winter he
will probably remain in the West. .

L. W. ROGERS

Crookston ...........coovun.... Sept. 1, 2, 3, 4
Minneapolis ...................... Sept. 5, 6, 7

Duluth ...............covviun.... Sept. 8, 9, 10






‘QUESTIONS ANSWERED

Q. Why does a walk down a busy street
deprive the physical body of its vitality,
and how may one neutralize that effect?

A. If-you are out in a really strong
gale, you know how tiring it is to make
your way against it. It is the same from
the astral point of view. Mentally, as-
trally and etherically, you are met by a
great whirl of influences. The vibrations
may be good or bad but, being all of dif-
ferent kinds and inharmonious, they cre-
ate a great disturbance around you. The
etheric vibrations stir, fatigue and shat-
ter the etheric part of your physical body
and brain and, of course, you feel depleted
of vitality and tired. It is a common ex-
perience. Those who are not sensitive
would not feel it nearly so much.

There are two ways of neutralizing
this. You may remember the story of the
‘two clairvoyant Christian monks at Alex-
andria. One made a strong shell about
himself, from which all evil thoughts fell
back, and so he was kept pure. The other
made no shell at all, but his heart was full
of the love of God, and it radiated out in
love for men so abundantly that evil
thoughts approaching him were swept
away in the current. It was said in the
old Christian story that the second monk
was nearer to the kingdom of heaven than
the first.- To make a shell is a very good
way if you are not strong enough.to do
the other. C. W. L.

Q. How far should personal affection
and attachments be allowed to interfere
with the work and life of one who is aspir-
g to discipleship?

A. They must not interfere at all in
the slightest degree. If they do, the first
necessary condition—that of single-
mindedness—is wanting. Of course it is
right that a husband and wife should love
one another and be all in all to one an-
other, but remember what was written
by one of our poets:

I could not love thee, dear, so much,
Loved I not honor more.

Putting aside animal passion, which is
not worthy of the name of love at all, love
is a seeking of the divine in the person
loved. Lovers are proverbially extrava-
gant in the description of the object of
their affection, but all that they see is
true. In every one is the divine life, and
that life contains all beauty, all glory, and
all possibility. To feel love strongly for
a person is to learn to see God through

that person, but most of all you learn to-

see God through your Master. You will
have other attachments, of course, but if
they interfere with the life and work of
the aspirant, they are harmful. That
should be quite clear. Single-mindedness
is of the very essence of success; an abso-
lute prerequisite. I see no reason why we
should not feel strong love for those who
are with us down here, but our greatest
love must be for the highest we know.

I have myself known people who came

very near to their Master, but they al--

lowed certain other interests to over-
shadow Him. In that case they have to
wait until they have learned relative val-
ues. The person whose whole time is
taken up by thoughts of someone down
here is not in a condition to think of that
higher life just yet. He may be passing
through a stage which will lead him to
that life but, for the moment, he has a
divided interest, and divided interest is
fatal in the occult life. C. W. L.

Q. There s said to be a relation or cor-
respondence between higher and lower
Manas; also between the intuitional and
emotional planes; Ukewise between the
spiritual and physical planes. How are we
to understand this last correspondence?

A. T do not know. I have a theory,

.but it is only a theory; it is not at.all au-

thoritative. The physical body is going
to develop in the future into something
very much more refined and beautiful
than it is now. The physical bodies in
later races and ‘‘rounds’’ are quite won-
derful when compared with anything that






'AMONG THE MAGAZINES

MISCELLANEOUS

THE NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC MAGAZINE for
May is comprised of two fascinating articles:
Further Ezxplorations in the Land of the
Incas by Hiram Bingham, Director of Expedi-
tions, and Staircase Farms of the Ancients by
O. F. Cook, Botanist of the National Geographic
Society—Yale University expedition to Peru

in 1915, and of the Bureau of Plant Industry

of the Department of Agriculture.

It will be remembered that the results of
former expeditions made to southern Peru were
reported in the April 1913 and February 1915
numbers of the magazine. ,In these we read
of the discovery of the wonderful mountain
city of Machu Picchu—lost for so many gen-
erations that none save a few local Indians
was cognizant of its existence—and of the
charming pottery, bronzes and odd record
stones that were there unearthed. This final
expedition of 1915 set itself to discover more
concerning the food, flora and fauna of the
former inhabitants, and in doing so have
brought .to public notice the extraordinary
nature of that ancient civilization.

Before the Incas there dwelt in Peru a
mighty people, apparently of the same race,
who are called by some writers the Mega-
lithic, or Big Stone people. The finest of 'the
Peruvian remains are attributed to these.
‘While having no mean skill in bronze casting,
pottery making, surgery and defensive war-
fare, it was in building with stone and in
specialized agriculture that they excelled to a
superlative degree and “at a time when our
ancestors in northern Europe were still utter
savages, clothed only in skins, and living by
hunting and fishing.”

Not only did the ancient Peruvians under-
stand tillage of soil, fertilizing and irrigation
but they employed another process, practically
unknown to the modern farmer: the artificial
construction of soil on which crops are grown.
Because of the lack of level or gently sloping
‘land, the Peruvians were forced to terrace the
steep slopes of their mountains, binding these
terraces with stone walls that have endured
to the marvel of modern man. Now every
ruined wall reveals two distinct layers of
earth—the lower of clay and gravel, the upper
of fine surface soil. There is only one con-
clusion possible—the soil was conveyed from
some other place. Tradition confirms this, and
adds that it was brought sometimes great dis-
tances. When we consider the vast extent of
these terraces and the height which they at-
tained, “many slopes having more than fifty
terraces, forming huge staircases as high as
the Washington Monument, resting against the
lower slopes of mountains that tower for thou-

- Cook,

sands of feet,” we can appreciate the amazing
skill of these early Americans.

Their water system was equally admirable,
the water being carried to the terraces through
conduits “leading down, often for many miles,
from the gorges of the high mountains” and
cleverly distributed so as to prevent erosion.
“The ancient aqueducts of Peru,” writes Mr.
“have challenged the most attention
from former travelers, and they do not become
less worthy of admiration because they are
now seen to be only one feature of a highly
specialized agricultural system. The con-
struction of the irrigation canals was an
enormous undertaking, perhaps not equaled in
any other part of the world.”

Even more remarkable, if pogsible, were the
walls which confined these “hanging gardens
of Peru” beside which the hanging gardens of
Babylon “were a mere transient toy, and for
three thousand years have been only a tradi-
tion.” These walls were composed of stone
blocks over five and sometimes over fifteen
tons in weight, adjusted to each other with in-
conceivable precision. We are inclined to be
skeptical when Dr. Bingham tells us that the
moving of these huge masses was accomplished

‘merely with levers, inclined planes and huge

fibre ropes. Mr. Cook confesses that

the work that the prehistoric builders accomplished
is still beyond our comprehension. Nobody has
explained how it was done or how it could be
done. Indeed the modern Indians deny that it
ever was done, preferring to believe that it was
the work of enchantment. Huge rocks that could
have been moved only with the greatest difficulty
and by the combined labor of hundreds of peo-
ple are nevertheless fitted together with incredible
nicety. To say that there are seams too fine to
insert knife edges or tissue paper leaves the story
only partly told. There is no room for inserting
anything, since the surfaces are actually in gon-
tact. ‘

‘With some of the finest work, at Ollantaytambo.
the joints are in many places too fine to be seen
by the naked eye. A lens becomes necessary to
make sure that there is really a seam and not
merely a superficial groove or false joint. Profes-
sor Bingham, compares the fitting of the stones
to the grinding of glass stoppers into bottles, which
is the best analogy thus far suggested. But how
can anybody credit the idea of grinding together
with such accuracy the edges of stones that weigh
tons? Obviously the edges must have been ground
before the stones were put in place. But the
grinding in itself does not seem so difficult. to
explain as the shaping of the stones with such
accuracy that the ground edges fit so absolutely
together.

We rather agree with the Indians.

Unfortunately this vanished race left no
written records, so what the expedition has
to tell us of its civilization is based largely
on deduction. “It is remarkable indeed,” says
Professor Bingham, “that a people who suc-
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vehicles.” Strong arguments are brought
against eating meat, drinking alcohol and
smoking tobacco. He emphasizes the respon-
sibility of every individual to live according
to the highest in him, so as to make a purer
atmosphere into which the new race may be
born, and ends with a summary of the reasons
why the advent of the great World-Teacher
may be expected in the near future.

We are glad to see the commencement of
another series of articles on Art, under the
caption Our Monthly Gallery, by Miss Hope
Rea. This first delightful little sketch deals
with the work of the Bavarian artist Albert
Altdorfer.

Mr. T. H. Martyn, National Representative
of the Order of the Star in the East in Aus-
tralia, contributes an article entitled The
Aroma of Divinity, analyzing the difference
between the great men of the world and the
World-Saviors.

Mr. H. Orsmond Anderton’s masterly article
on East and West shows the necessity and
inevitableness of the interfusion of the two,
in order that humanity may “attain to a full
and perfect life.”

A brief but interesting account of the life
of Mrs. Liljencrantz-Rasmussen, one of the
pioneers of the women’s movement, is given
by her son Gustaf. How much the world owes
to these brave women!

An able article on Building the Kingdom of
Heaven comes from the pen of W. H. Evans.
He shows that it is “the division of forces and
scattering of energies which is such a hin-
drance to the progress of the race,” and, as
the great Teacher said that “the Kingdom of
Heaven is within,” the “Ideal State will only
come from the Ideal Man.”

An Outline of Homoepathy by D. Wilmer
brings convincing proof of the greatness of this
ancient system for the treatment of disease and
of its advantages over allopathy.

The extremely interesting article by Mr.
Loftus Hare on Persian Mysticism, coupled
with the beautiful quotations he gives, should
cause many to wish to dive deeper into this
fascinating subject themselves. G LW,

The June issue of THE SEEKERS, the official
organ of the T. S. in South Africa, contains
several interesting contributions. From the
editorial on The Unity of Religions to the last,
an article to be continued, on the fascinating

subject of Deve Evolution and the Significance
of Colours—to the succeeding numbers of
which we shall look forward with interest—
the number is an excellent one. Impressions
of Adyar, by Margaret L. Murchie, the newly
elected General Secretary of the South African
Section, will be delightful to all Theosophists.
Her purpose in going there was to make an
unbreakable link between Adyar and that
Section—and she made it. M. T. D.

The first feature in the June THEOSOPHIST
to claim our attention is three pictures of
Adyar. The large lecture hall at Headquarters
seems to bring us into the very atmosphere
of our mother centre. The Book Shop at the
publishing house and the Vasanta Press build-
ing also bring us into closer touch with all
our brothers who are working there.

In an article on Poeiry and Theosophy Mr.
Sinnett makes a plea for grander thoughts,
so that to the wonderful beauty of form and
the melody of expression may be added in-
spiring sentiments and ideals.

In Theosophy and Poverty by Kate Brown-
ing we are called on, because of the essential
union of all, to aid in word and deed our
brothers, the pauper, the outcast, the feeble-
minded, the insane, not as a service given
through our graceousness but as a, work for
equals for whom love compels recognition.

Bhagavan Das continues the Metaphysic and
Psychology of Theosophy demanding as usual
our closest attention.

The Symbolism: of the T. 8. Seal by N. W.
Hayden gives us much needed knowledge. So
few of us can give a full or comprehensive ex-
planation of the symbols in our emblem.

G. E. Sutcliffe begins an article to be con-
tinued, on The Day of Judgment and the
Coming Race where by the rule of corre-
spondence he infers that there will be not
only a day of judgement in the fifth round but
also a secondary one in the fifth globe of each
round; one of a third order in the fifth root
race of each globe; one of a fourth order in
the fifth subrace of each root race. In all this
he works out some very interesting possibilities
regarding the past of the Band of Servers.

There is given here the Second Set of Rules
of the Theosophical Society (1879) thought to
have been lost. They are not only interesting
as history but should give all a grander con-
ception of the original purpose of the T. S.

E. P.



BOOK REVIEWS

THE AFTERMATH OF BATTLE

By Edward D. Toland. (The Macmillan Company,
New York. 1916. pp. 175. Illustrated. $1.00.)

The spontaneous simplicity and optimism of
the book makes one see the value as well as
the sorrows of war in a new light. The author
is npeutral in thought and points out with
amazing clearness the chief characteristics of
the nations he encounters in the war hospitals
of France. To the Scots he attributes humor
and courage. Of the English he says, “There
is no doubt about it, the English know how to
run things.” The French ladies’ smile is said
to be the means of putting things through
with the French officers, and of the Germans
he adds, “German atrocities have been, of
course, much overdrawn.” The author finds
the defense of modern warfare to be much
stronger than the offense. The services he
renders and describes are jotted down in the
very field of action. His book is one of en-
lightenment and should be read by al% R P

THE VELED MYSTERIES OF EGYPT AND THE RE-
LIGION OF ISLAM
By S. H. Leeder. (Scribners, New York. 1913.)
This is a book that in some particulars re-
minds one of H. Fielding Hall’'s SouL OF A
PropLE. The author discusses the home life
and religion of the Egyptian people of today
in a tone so amiable and sympathetic as to
hold the reader’s interest through some four
hundred pages. To any Wwho desire an in-
timate insight into Islam, by a non-Mussul-
man, this books is recommended. A.J. B.

THE PSYCHOLOGY OF INSANITY
By Bernard Hart, M. D. (Cambridge University
Press, London. 1914. pp. 172. Boards. 40 cents;
leather, $1.00.)

To the student of psychology this little book
is a rare treat. It begins with a short resume
of the history of insanity and the early methods
of its treatment. - Modern science is divided
in its opinion as to the cause of insanity, and
the two theories most in use now are known
as the physiological conception and the psycho-
logical conception. The greater part of the
book is devoted to an explanation of the latter
concept, with examples of the phenomena of
insanity and their probable causes.

The theosophical reader will be pleased to
find certain phrases used that to him are
full of meaning, such as that of “herd in-
stinct,” which is similar to the theosophical
idea of the group-soul; while the definition
of a “complex” is given as a set of ideas
colored with strong emotion. The emotions
play an important part in the mental processes
of the insane patient, and one wishes that
the material scientist had the occult under-
standing of the emotional nature to help him
in discovering the rationale of insanity. Per-

haps such investigations as the present book
describes may be one of the means that will
draw occult science and material science to-
gether, for until they are united a complete
understanding of the causes of insanity can-
not be obtained.

The book is well worth careful study, and
abounds in interesting side-lines of thought.
It is written simply, with an avoidance of all
but the most necessary technical terms, with
a view to making it understandable to the
average reader. To the Theosophist it is of
especial interest because of the obvious com-
parison between some of the scientific discov-
eries and occult statements as to the con-
stitution of man and the causes of insaénig.

G. S. H.

THE RUSSIAN PROBLEM
By Paul Vinogradoff. (Alfred Knopf, New York.
1916. pp. 44. 75 cents.)

This Russian professor in an English uni-
versity, who is a political exile from his own
land, voices the view that the cause of the
war is an occult one. He states that “the
present World War is a manifestation of latent
forces gathered long before the collision.” He
considers it a remarkable characteristic of the
literature which has sprung up in regard to
the war that it is primarily directed to ac-
count for these latent forces and conditions.
He speaks of the facts of social life as links
in a chain of evolutionary development, and
that inland countries evolve more tardily than
the seaboard lands. Hence Russia cannot be
considered backward, but in her proper place
fulfilling the law. He feels that Germany, in
her premature judgment of England’s unpre-
paredness, overlooked the fact that there is a
“nation’s spirit. watching over England’s
safety and greatness, a spirit at whose mighty
call all party differences and racial strifes
fade into insignificance.”

Russia is so huge and strong and unlimited
in her resources that to her peoples crude
power is not the ideal for the world but rather
a craving for peace and mercy, a patience in
suffering, and pity for the oppressed. These
spiritual powers seem significant. What is
ahead of this young and powerful race? Might
we dare to venture the thought.that these
qualities will be necessary in the seventh
sub-race of our present Fifth Root Race?

E. L. H,

BIRDS OF PASSAGE
By Sarah Taylor Shatford. (Sherman, French &
Company, Boston. 1916. DD. 510. $1.50.)

This is a collection of rather readable verses
and, while showing some poetical feeling and
promise, are lacking in originality and literary
merit. The blue binding is attractive and
rather unusual. M. T.D
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