


2 THE MESSENGER

millions of women’s property is held in
the names of bankers, stock exchange
houses and other male or corporate trus-
tees.

The progressing movement of women
into mercantile life and their rapid as-
sumption of management, and often own-
ership of the businesses they enter,
further ballasts the argument.

And finally, is their growing ownership
of lands and buildings in cities and of
agricultural holdings and the machinery
for the production and distribution of
food. o

There is no need to labor the point.

Has it theosophical significance?

Yes, and in this wise:

‘Women as a class of humanity are mak-
ing tremendous strides, mentally and
spiritually. Hence the importance of
their being able to wield power on the
physical plane among material things.
The modern Feminist Movement which is
encircling the globe is of trancendental
significance from the spiritual standpoint.
Man and woman are but two aspects of
the same life force. The feminine half of
the human family has been held back by
various causes for some centuries. We
need not diverge here to diseuss why, or
to seek to place the blame. Probably in
the last analysis it has been part of the
Plan of Those who guide evolution on
the planet and there is no blame to ap-
portion. But the fact itself is indisput-
able. And equally apparent is it that

‘woman is now advancing with a mighty

surge to grasp the sceptre of spiritual
domination of the race. She bears a rod
of power tipped with fire from the gods.
A great mission is before her. So great
that he would be rash indeed who at this
early stage made bold to define her limi-
tations. Who can say today to this mag-
nificent figure of Woman Insurgent,
““‘Thus far and not farther shalt thou
go.”’

This is not a movement of a gener-
ation. We view not the progress of a small
undulation across the surface of the
lotus pool of human life. Tt is a mighty
wave, provelled by an TUnseen Power,
which shall penetrate to the farthest and
most sheltered corners of the pool.

Noisome recesses shall be cleansed. Slime
accumulating for generations, in concealed
nooks is to be washed away, and deadly
growths that threaten the very life of the
lotus plants themselves, shall be torn up
by the roots. Many evil institutions shall
be destroyed. But the life force that en-
souls them may not be lost. The form
shall pass away, but the soul of things is
eternal and the spirit shall speedily en-
soul new and more beautiful tenements
for the use of humanity, and its wards.

And what of these forms that shall be
destroyed? To the practical men and wo-
men (and who among us does not have to
cling in a considerable measure to practi-
cality in mundane affairs), to us practical
people then come the queries, ‘‘Which
forms are doomed?’’ ‘“What evils first
shall be assailed?’’ ‘“What blessings shall
then bloom?’’ ‘“What serenity shall the
New Womanhood bring to this troubled
earth?”

Answers are multifarious. Some of
them depend upon the synchronous work-
ings of other forces; others hinge upon
possession of the gift of prophecy. I am
no prophet, nor yet the son of a prophet,
yvet I venture some predictions. By the
aid of Woman, and primarily because of
her increasing efforts aided by financial
power, the liquor traffic will be controlled,
diminished and eventually throttled.
Prisons, almshouses, insane asylums, hos-
pitals, houses of detention, reform schools,
and their feeders, dens of vice and sinks
of iniquity, shall diminish in the land.
These consummations so devoutly to be
wished may be brought about largely by
political means. Perhaps nothing further
for these ends is needed than the intelli-
gent and persistent exercise of the ballot,
and proper supervision of the acts of the
legislators and executives so elected.
Women are past masters at political su-
pervision. Foolhardy indeed the legis-
lator who. after election, breaks his cam-
paign promises made to womans’ organi-
zations. And if this is so in large measure
now, what shall we say of such an one-
after the tens of millions of still unen-
franchised women get the ballot? And get
the ballot they will. A few defeats along
the road do not matter. Rather do they







PETERS AND MONEY
BY IRVING S. COOPER

(The readers of this article will hear of Peters for the first time. I hasten to

assure them, however, that Peters really does not exist in the flesh.

I feel compelled

to mention this, because otherwise there might be several claimants, possibly dis-
turbed omnes, to the title of “the original Peters”—I am not referring to chocolate. It
is a shame, I know, to disappoint aspiring personalities, for it must; be admitted that
when The Lives of Alcyone appeared in THE THEOSOPHIST it was a great comfort and
source of much secret inspiration to identify oneself with one or other of the char-

acters—only a minor character, of course.

treated in that way.
fication.
resembles many of us.

Terms, Vibrations, and Past Incarnations,
they may be brought to light. But we must

Now I really do not want Peters to be

I want him to be studied but not admired to the point of identi-
Not that he is a bad fellow. He is only human—very!

In that respect he

His views on Astrology, Psychic Visions, Black Magic, Sanskrit
are worth recording, and possibly in time
be patient; everything depends upon Peters

and being a thought-form, he is somewhat erratic.)

ETERS was dreaming. He was al-

ways dreaming; that was his chief

theosophical ocecupation. His tem-
perament was too idealistically delicate to
think of arranging chairs, distributing
programs, taking care of the lending
library and other prosaic matters. He
trod sure-footed in the ecloudland of
dreams and, scorning the material present,
dealt only in rosy futures.

Hence it was that, as he lay stretched
out in the Morris chair which decorated
my room, Peters allowed his altruistic and
superbly active imagination to buzz around
until it resembled a Ford car which had
been fed too much gas at the start. I
would not have minded this in the slight-
est if only he had kept his buzz on the
mental plane, but he would persist in
translating his dreams into words! When
he began to look dreamy I knew what was
coming, and so scowled horribly and made
believe that I was swamped with letter-
writing. But, bless you, Peters mnever
noticed my agitation; he was too com-
fortably engaged in surveying the rosy-
tinted ‘‘Castles in Spain’’ which were
forming in his aura and then floating out
to become part of the vague cloud of other
dream-forms which surrounded him.

Now I was particularly busy at that
very moment in trying to figure out how
to make seven dollars pay for a ten-dollar
railway ticket, and his physical buzzing
made some of my thought-forms look as

if they had been stepped on. Of course
I have a certain amount of self-control—
every Theosophist prides himself upon
that—but when I tell you that just a few
days before someone had kicked a hole in
the side of my unbreakable stereopticon
case, that I had cracked a fine lantern

slide that very .morning, that I hadn’t a

clean collar in my trunk, that in the Puli-
man the night before I had been kept
awake
across the aisle and, finally and dolefully,
I had not seen a good ‘‘movie’’ for weeks
—well, surely it ought to be obvious to
any reasonable person why Peters did
make me a little impatient. It wasn’t so
much his flow of words—I can do pretty
well that way myself—but it was the trend
of the few ideas which glimmered through
the murk of phrases.

Said Peters: ‘“Wouldn’t it be fine if
the Society had piles of money! We
could—"’

Now I just knew he was going to talk
about that very subject, and so confident
was I as to what his next remark would
be that I swooped down—metaphorically,
of course—and took the words out of his
mouth.

““We could build a magnificent temple
in every city,”” T said calmly. Peters
straightened up in surprise.

“How did you know that I was going
to say that?”’ he demanded, evidently
thinking that I was psychie.

““They all say that,”’ I replied wearily,

for hours by a snoring fat man
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instil a little of the spirit of service into
the hearts of many of those who are al-
ready members without attracting in a
hundred thousand new members who
would join the Society only because of the
appeal of appearances?

" Peters seemed to be much impressed
and, as that was almost a miracle in
itself, I thought it worth while to con-
tinue.

““The hinderers are those who are con-

tinually criticizing the way the meetings
are conducted, finding fault with the
work of the officers, commenting upon the
poor quality of the music furnished at the
public lectures, asking their neighbors
why on earth that wretched speaker is
always so much in evidence on Sunday
night. They object if any plan is proposed
to raise money to help the Lodge, they are
acid in their remarks because the Lodge
debts are unpaid, and they are sometimes
almost discourteous if the particular book
they want is not in the lending library.
In their opinion the Lodge is sadly mis-
managed, the whole Society is shaking to
its foundations, and if it wasn’t that they
had been members for so long they would
be sorely tempted to get out.”’

Peters nodded his head in emphatic ap-
proval. Evidently one of the hinderers
had played foot-ball with one of his
dreams.

‘‘The near-workers are those who mean
well, but are lacking in tact and skill, and
sometimes in stability. Their motives are
excellent and they really want to be of

. service, but they frequently blunder more
than they help, because lacking in the
divine quality of discrimination.

““The workers—may their auras never
grow less—have made the Society what it
is, and it is due to their self-sacrifice that

the leaven of Theosophy has permeated

this vast continent. Unsung and unhon-
ored, they are the builders of the future.
I estimate that they form about twenty
per cent. of the membership, and if T had
only the time and the materials, I'd weave
for each one a laurel wreath. They are
the ones who look after the Lodge room,
put their books in the lending library, dust
the chairs, straighten the pictures, take
care of the classes, and are the loving and

faithful helpers of the national lecturers.
They are the salt of the earth, and I’d like
to put my arms around every one of
them.”’

I was quite carried away with my feel-
ings and thumped Peters on the back, ex-
claiming, ‘Do you follow me, Peters?’’
Peters tried to look intelligent, but only
blinked. I had to get even with that
blink, so changed the direction of my at-
tack.

‘“Considering the large number of those
who are not workers, are we ready yet for
more money ? re we strong enough?
Two or three Lodges have had money left
them at one time or another. What is
the standing now of these Lodges? They
are among the weakest in the Section; the
money was the cause of their decline. It
is curiously true in this world, where
man’s desires are so easily excited by
wealth, that when money comes in through
one door Spirituality veils her head and
departs through another. What gives
strength to a Lodge is mot the wealth of
the members, but their devotion and self-
sacrifice. Bvery offering, which we can
make only by denying ourselves some-
thing, carries with it a spiritual fragrance
that is far more valuable than the gift
itself. 'When we have built up a Society
whose members have learned the lesson
of self-sacrifice, then we shall be in a po-
sition to use money wisely. If we had
millions given us tomorrow, there is not
the slightest doubt but that we would
waste them foolishly, turn the Society
into a fashionable oceult club, and spoil
all our possibilities of carrying a spiritual
message to humanity.

‘It is not without deep meaning that
one who seeks the higher Initiations must

‘take the vow of poverty and obedience,

for with power comes the terrible tempta-
tion to misuse power. Until our sense of
responsibility and our selflessness are far
more than they are now, it would be our
ruin to become a wealthy organization.
The financial strength of some of our
modern churches has changed them into
rigid barriers against progress. The lever
of riches has unset many a monument of
spirituality. Instead of seeking for more
money, let us rather try with all humility






MAN—HIS VARIOUS BODIES

BY C. W. LEADBEATER

[Excerpts from a lecture by Mr. Leadbeater, reprinted from THEOSOPHY IN AUSTRALASIA.]

E are all more or less over-
strained and nervously excited
in these days; we live in the

midst of the noisiest eiviliza-
tion, of the greatest overwork and over-
strain that the world has ever known.
That very noise, in itself, is a constant
irritation. Therefore, on the whole, we
are probably the most irritable set of in-
habitants that this poor old world has
ever had, just because we have got our-
selves worked up and keyed up to a pitch
where we are liable to lose hold of our-
selves. Your astral elemental (the desire
elemental) likes you to lose command over
yourself; he rejoices in it and, generally
speaking, under such conditions, you say
and do things that you wish afterward
you had not said and done. He enjoys
that immensely ; not because he is wicked,
but because he likes such vibrations and
they help his development. That is what
he seeks all the time—his own personal
enjoyment ; so you must not regard him as

an evil entity at all but, as with your’

horse, you must curb his exuberance and
gently but firmly intimate that you have
him there for a purpose, and that you are
going to carry that purpose through;
therefore, you don’t want him starting
up with his own desires, making you
angry, making you sensual, making you
feel all sorts of wild sensations. That is
not what you, as a soul, want. You must
train this body and bring it into order.
Do it kindly, gently, and so far as may
be, treat it as you would any other animal
of which you want to make use. That is
what your attitude should be.

The man brings his astral and mental
vehicles with him, but the physical ve-
hicle is generally provided for him—that
is part of his karma. Whati do you do
with the mental body? You think with
it; it is the vehicle of your thought. Most
people tell you you think with your brain.
That is not so at all. The brain is the

physical instrument of thought, and you
cannot express thought on the physical
plane except through it. A man can
think not only as well without the brain
but infinitely better, because, after all,
the brain is physical, and to set its heavy
physical matter in vibration takes up
most of the strength of thought. The man
who can exist, and does exist, outside any
of these vehicles can think without them.;
he has his own power of thought in his
mental body. How can you train that?
By taking care what kind of thoughts
you allow in it. It is for you, not for it,
to say what sort of thoughts you shall
have.

You may think: “My thought is my
own.”” Isit? If you could separate the
thoughts which you really originate from
the thoughts which simply float in upon
you from outside and from other people,
you would find they are remarkably few.
Nearly all thoughts which you think to
be your ewn are merely the cast-off dregs
of other people’s which get into your
minds. If you stop yourself suddenly
when you are walking along the street
(it is an interesting thing to do, but I
know people are not much in the habit
of this mental exercise) and say to your-

self, ““What have I been thinking about

for the last ten minutes, and why%’’ you
will probably be rather surprised. If you
can follow your thought back—many peo-
ple cannot—many people are incapable of
going back over their own thoughts for
ten minutes; they get confused and lose
hold; but if you can do it, you will find
how one thing has led to another and how
external objects have suggested thoughts
to you. You will usually find that there
is little which is original about the whole
business, but that you have been picking
up thoughts suggested from outside. You
will find again and again that even your
opinions on different subjects are not
opinions which you have formed yourself,

i
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is the outward garment; it is the man’s
lowest expression. In many ways, there-
fore, it presents serious difficulties but,
on the other hand, it has some character-
istics which are distinetly in your favor
when you want to train it.

You know something of the power of
habit; if a bad habit is set up, you know
how hard it is to get rid of it. You can
Just as easily set up a good habit as a
bad one.
good habit, it continues automatically.
Most people let everything connected

with anything like training of themselves .

go absolutely. They never think that
they can do anything. A man says that
he has a bad temper, as if it were an ani-
mal he had to keep, or something of that

sort. It never occurs to him that he can .
change it. If you find a bad habit, change

it; set up a good habit in its place, and
the very automatism of the physical body
will help you. Set it going regularly; it
will be very irksome and troublesome at
first, but in a little time you will do it
as naturally as you wish. Thus you can
utilize the peculiarities of the physical
body.

Another thing which presents difficulty
is one to which I have already referred;
the fact that our civilization at present
is at high pressure, that we are constantly
living in an atnmiosphere of rush and over-
strain. If you want to train your vehicles
to be of use to you, you must be highly
sensitive, and yet your sensitiveness will
make you suffer the more from all the
whirl and hurry that is around you. That
1s a difficulty which we cannot wholly
avoid ; it is one of the penalties we have to
pay. If you make yourself sensitive for
the sake of sympathy, and in order to
work for the sake of your fellow-crea-
tures, it is true you will find yourself also
sensitive to the unpleasantnesses around
you; but you can learn to minimize them
to a certain extent.

It is important to devolop your physical
body as well; it must be healthy. You
can be very sensitive when you are ill, but
that is not the right kind of sensitiveness.
Perfect health along with sensitiveness is
what you want for training.

‘When you have set up that-

There is one other thing also which X
must just mention, and that is that be-
sides the higher man, the causal body,
man possesses yet other vehicles, though

_as yet they are entirely undeveloped in

almost all of us. Besides that splendid
Augoeides, the ego, there is the buddhic

vehicle, which belongs to a plane where

the heresy of separateness has been trans-
cended, where we learn that mankind are
indeed most truly brothers, because all
are not only the sons of one Father but
actually part of Him; where we find that
we are all part of one another, that we
form one vast complex organism, and that
nothing whatever can ever be good for
one which is not also good for all.

Man possesses a vehicle on that plane,
and there is another higher still, but only
the Adepts make use of it—the vehicle of
the spiritual plane. For, remember, when
the man—the soul, the ego—has reduced
his lower vehicles absolutely into a con-
dition of submission to him so that they
are his servants, his instruments, his tools
for the work which he has to do—when
that is completely done, he is ready for
the First Initiation. When, later on, the
monad and the ego are united (as, in the
former case, the individuality and the per-
sonality are united), the man becomes
ready for the fifth of the great Initiations.
Then he passes out of humanity into the
realms of the super-man, the Master.

It is through those higher vehicles, of
which as yet we can say nothing—the
buddhic and the nirvanic—that man be-
comes one, not only with his fellows but
with those greater and more developed
Men whom we call the Masters. Through
that he may learn what They are, through
that higher vehicle he learns to be like
them. So there is indeed a glorious de-
velopment opening before himi; but re-
member that all those higher realms can
be reached only by first passing through
the perfect development of the lower, and
that the first step toward conscious union
with the Divine is to obtain mastery of
yourself here in this lower world, in which
we all have to live for the purpose of our
evolution.






FROM THE NATIONAL PRESIDENT
(GENERAL SECRETARY)

MY TOUR

I left California on the 25th of Febru-
ary, made a tour of the Southern, the
‘Eastern and the Northern (Great Lakes)
Divisions of the Section, and returned
again to the (Golden State. on the 4th'of
May. In the 69 days of absence I traveled
10,764 miles, visited 43 cities, spoke 77
times before T. S. lodges, E. 8. groups,
and public audiences. The interviews
were many and the social engagements
not missing.

The pace had necessarily to be a swift
one to cover so large a territory in .so
short a time and include so many duties.
In most places the arrivals were early and
the departures by night trains just after
the evening lecture. So continuously was
I engaged that there were times when I
should gladly have given a neat little sum,
if money could have bought it, for a 30
minutes’ restful nap just before an even-
ing lecture. This does not mean, however,
that I was not met with consideration and
kindness everywhere, for I was. The gen-
erous and loving reception extended me
by hearts overflowing with kindly good-
will was a bestowal that one does not eas-
ily forget and cannot overvalue.

Judging from the results of this tour
I should say that it should be in the plan
of whoever is General Secretary (National
President) of this great Section to visit
practically all the active lodges once a
year if possible. This can be done, e. g.,
by -visiting the Southern, the Eastern and
the Northern (Great Lakes) Divisions in
the spring, and the Middle. West, North-
west and Southwest in the early fall, just
after Convention.. Each trip would take
about two months, requiring an absence
from Headquarters of at least four months
each year, and as long as the harness is
on my shoulders I shall hope to fulfill this
program.

The message I carried was the old one

, service—becomes

of fraternal love. While it is true that
our Soclety is a student body, sifting, com-
paring, analyzlng and dlscardlng old
forms, yet it is also true that it is the
builder, conservmg, combining, synthesiz-
ing and preserving that which must go
into new and more flexible forms. We
must never tear down or destroy until we
are prepared to build up or reereate, and
then preserve or maintain for evolution-
ary ends. In every way we should hold
faithfully to our God- -given trinitarian
nature, and balance the pairs of opposites
in us by the consciously directed will as
a channel of the One Will. So lodges, like
individuals, should not become lopsided
on the intellectual or analytic side. They
should remember that ours is a spiritual
movement and that the essence of spirit-
uality is unity. This becomes realized as
we learn to love one another and to bear
one another’s burdens. Love is the key-
note—the kind spoken of by St. Paul—
that beareth all thir.gs, believeth all
things, hopeth all things, endureth ‘all
things. We must realize that there is such
a thing as Heart Culture, and set about its
development with eager intent. This is
the missing weight needed to balance the
head culture upon which we have been
focusing attention all these years. With
these two well-developed, the third point
of our triangular nature—active, unselfish
the avenue through
which blessings may pour out over hu-
manity in abundance. We must contract
the get-together habit and so create a
real nucleus of brotherhood and not
merely an academie, or hypothetical one;
we must try to demonstrate a brotherhood
that is worthy the name. We must re-
member that ours is a fraternal order, a
fellowship, not a mere study club, or de-
bating society. Until we vealize thls we
shall never approximate the usefulness
that we were intended to have as an outer
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message in terms which their respective
constituencies can more easily understand.
So Theosophists are destined no doubt for
long to play the part of influencers of
men through their normal leaders rather
than be the recognized leaders of men,
even though their thought will in time
take a leading part.

And technical Theosophy does not con-
stitute the sole theme with the earnest
workers in our ranks. I found these al-
truistic ones expressing their impulses in
many worthy directions, thus carrying the
influence of Theosophy widely into the
ranks of men.

THE UNITED STATES
AND THE WAR

I found very little conflict of sentiment
with regard to the war. There was some,
it is true, but the way that many of those
holding contrary views to our President’s
have gone quietly on with their theosophic
work speaks well for them and for Theo-
sophy.

The difficulty that surrounds those who
are torn by national feelings is, it seems
to me, that they have not gone to the root
of the matter. The war is not merely a
thing of nations or individual peoples; it
is a far greater thing than that. It is the
physical manifestation of stupendous
forces—forces so huge as to make nations

_seem small by comparison. All well-in-
formed Theosophists should know by this
time that the present period marks the
end of an old dispensation, or evolutionary
epoch, and the beginning of a new. This
is not a statement of provineial but of a
planetary fact. The forces that operate
to eliminate the dross of the past and to
make due preparation for the pure ideals
of the future are planet-wide in their ex-

tent. Thus, whether the ultimate result "

turns out to be for the xonian welfare of
the people or not is a kind of life and death
problem that concerns every man, neutral
or belligerent, and one who would place
himself on the right side of this great con-
flict would do well to rise above all na-
tional, racial or other particular consid-
erations and touch the lofty currents of

high moral idealism and ally his senti-
ments with whichever side of the conflict
he thus intuitively perceives is guided
by the divine Powers of Good ; that is, the
Powers making for the next highest ideals
in evolution rather than the Powers of
Evil which represent the decaying past.
The latter stand for the triumph of form
and individual supremacy, and the former
for the exaltation of Spirit and the
achievement of collective perfection. This
conflict is so colossal and so vitally con-
cerns every living human being that no
one, without degrading his own spiritual
standing, can afford to be apathetic or
disinterested.

Have we of the United States ever
searched ourselves to find whether we have
not looked upon this conflict with less con-
cern than the nature of the struggle de-
manded? In the results of the ultimate
triumph of the Powers of Good the whole
world will share. Have we on our part
done all we could to serve those sublime
Powers in this world-crisis? Have we used
our voices, our pens, our purses to the point
of glad sacrifice to help the nations of the
earth to qualify for the beautiful destiny
that lies ahead? All the afflicted nations
are making huge sacrifices without excep-
tion, and by virtue of these sacrifices great
good will -acerue to every one—to the
whole world. Where do we stand as faec-
tors in this world self-sacrifice? Have we
asked ourselves sufficiently these search-
ing questions?

America has mo call to enter the
trenches, but she has other opportunities
for service of equal potency, and it is to
be hoped that she will at least now let
none pass her by. American Theosophists,
whatever their national predilections may
be, will be happy in the days that lie ahead
if in the choice that they now make of the
side upon which they throw the weight of
their influence it turns out that they chose
the side that served the great Directors
of Evolution, regardless of race, creed, sex,
caste or color.

Those who believe in the power of
thought, who realize the compelling force
of sympathy and who long to be of serv-
ice to the highest, can be more useful than






EDITORIAL COMMENT

A VOICE FOR
THE VOICELESS

It is worthy of note that every public
exhibition of heartlessness toward animals
brings out a ringing protest. The effort
of the vivisectors to get a supply of ani-
mals for their experiments has led to con-
tracts with country towns for the purchase
of stray dogs. In a New Jersey town
that supplies dogs to a New York medical
institute a storm of protest from a few
women has attracted public attention.
The immediate cause was the shipping of
three crates of dogs for vivisection. One
of the most interesting things about the
controversy is that it puts in strong con-
trast the merciful and merciless in human
nature. When invited to present the vivi-
sectionist side of the case, Mayor Ernest
‘Webben said:

I think the women are wasting time in
this agitation. These dogs are being- used to
benefit mankind and, in a manner, bring some
easy money to the town. If we can get a dol-
lar for every stray dog captured, that’s better
than killing them with gas and having the
bodies to bury.

The cool brutality of the reply is an
interesting exhibition of a type of mind.
The man’s thought is centred on the profit
to be made, not on the pain to be inflicted.
That death by gas is swift and painless
counts for nothing against the dollar to
be made and the labor saved in burying a
carcass! There is no doubt that if he
himself, or any member of his family, were
suffering from the results of a slight ac-
cident, he would gladly and freely spend
money in the effort to stop the pain. He
would be righteously indignant if anyone
were to suggest that he be allowed to suf-
fer even an hour to save or gain a dollar.
How remote for some of us is the com-
prehension of the unity of all that lives!

Those who doubt that our humanity ean
have done anything that has brought the
present suffering upon millions of people
seem to be blind to the strength of the
separative impulses that have for so long

dominated ecivilization—a condition that
has led us to forget that the infliction of
pain must react upon the race. Think
of the centuries of cruelty, of religious
hatred and persecution, of inquisitions,
of torture inflicted by one part of the race
on another part. Think, too, of the com-
mon attitude of people toward the whole
animal kingdom; of the utter callous-
ness, of the indifference to the infliction
of pain, of the willingness to sacrifice
bird life to gratify vanity, of the wide-
spread killing of game for mere amuse-
ment, of the general and blasphemous be-
lief that God created certain animals for
man’s food and of the complacency with
which we give commercial expression to
that belief, and then say whether it is
strange that under the law of action and
reaction our race should suffer as now it is
suffering! These evil impulses have been
accumulating until the demons of destruc-
tion have found the force great enough for
their purpose.

We can usually calculate upon that
which is obvious and measure our strength
against it. It is the hidden danger that
is the more perilous. The callousness that
characterizes the utterance of Mayor
‘Webben attracts little attention because
it is so common. But it is precisely be-
cause it is common that it is terrible. It
escapes notice by its very universality.
All honor to the brave women who face
the epithet of ‘‘Sentimentalists’’ for the
love of mercy. All pity for the blind
wights whose unthinking cruelty must re-
act upon them. The merciful are not
merely trying to save animals from suf-
fering, but are trying to save vivisee-
tors from themselves.

“CIVILIZATION” ~

The moving picture is playing an im-
portant part in the education of the
masses. Anything which is able to reach
the people as the photo-play does is
a powerful means of molding thought, and
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THE COMING TEACHER

Those among our members who have
looked askance at the introduction of the
idea of the Coming Teacher into our theo-
sophical literature will be comforted to
know that in some respects it has done
good. The identification of theosophical
leaders with the ideals of the ‘‘prepara-
tion’’ has noticeably lessened the antag-
onism Christianity has felt for us. Until
recently Orthodoxy has felt that Theoso-
phy was definitely anti-Christian, and, of
course, the sentiment, to a degree, still
prevails, yet the widespread expectation
among Theosophists of Christ’s return has
given us a new atmosphere. For, let us
make no mistake, the churches of America
are keenly alive to the possibility of an
early return of their Founder. Bible
classes are being conducted today among
all denominations with a view to ascer-
taining the signs of the times. In a cer-
tain Presbyterian Church in the West the
Bible class devoted to the study of the
books of Daniel and Revelation has grown
with swelling numbers because these
books give hope of His near return. The
other Bible classes have only their normal
meager attendance.

Nor need we feel discouraged because
the church expects Christ to come and
take away the faithful, both quick and
dead, leaving the rest of us quite forlorn.
That aspect of the proposition is purely
factitious and unimportant. What 4s im-
portant is that we who are followers of
the Wisdom Religion should not be less
receptive and tolerant of this ideal of the
second coming than our Christian broth-
ers. The anticipation seems to be rooted
in an unquenchable longing or profound
intuition. Who knows which ¢ M. W.

CORRESPONDENCE

In a letter to THE MESSENGER, Mr. G. P.
Bartell of Venice, California, analyzes the
review of CURRENT OPINION where M.
. Henri Fabre, ‘‘Homer of Insects,”’ and his

_researches are discussed. We are unable to
print his letter in full, but we are-some-
what in agreement with his thought. In-
sects and animals improve and hand down

hereditary traits because within the group-
soul lie all the factors that make for un-
foldment. A wasp attains its deadly ac-
curacy in stinging for food, not through
natural selection or in the struggle for
existence, for neither of these elements
alone is sufficient, but because the group-
soul with its infinite fund of cosmic
knowledge and power of adaptation re-
sponds to the need of the organism. Man
is no different. What was the group-soul
with its marvelous instinctive sagacity
has become submerged temporarily while
the brain and objective mind is building,
but under proper conditions man may re-
cover that instinctive submerged consci-
ousness and be more cunning than the
wasp. When man has completed the de-
velopment of his objective mind he will
recover instinct, but it will be then known
as intuition and will be more wonderful

in its manifestations than instinect has ever
been. M. W.

An English correspondent
‘‘Mrs. Besant is expected in England for
a short visit this spring and we are all
looking forward greatly to it. She leaves
India May 8 and it will take quite three
weeks now for her boat to come, every-
thing is so uncertain on account of sub-
marines. I believe it is principally in the
interests of Home Rule for India that she
comes.”’

A letter from New York City brings us
the glowing news that on' the afternoon
on May 12 an entertainment is to be given
for the purpose of starting a fund for a
permanent Headquarters building in that
eity. Vance Thompson is to preside and
give the opening address; Ella Wheeler
Wilcox will be present and two of her
poems read by her friend and well-known
reader, Ruth Helen Davis; Elsa Barker is
to talk on LerTreErs FroM A Livineé DEAD
Man. At the close of this unique and in-
teresting program refreshments are to be
served. James Montgomery Flagg is to
make the posters. Altogether it is quite
an epoch-making event—the opening of a
new theosophical cycle in New York City,
and by an ‘‘all star cast!” '

writes: -
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Spiritual Life of the Man in the World. He
dwelt on the fact that success in professional
life and in business depends upon the acquire-
ment of the very qualifications which are nec-
essary for spiritual unfoldment as outlined in
At the Feet of the Master, viz., Discrimination,
Desirelessness, Good Conduct, and Love. It
matters not how humble our daily work may

be, if we use it wisely as a means for the

development of these qualifications.

Monday morning, at 11 a. m., Dr. Wilkie of
Brooklyn gave a splendid address on The
Coming World-Teacher. At 2:30 p. m. a Forum
was held on the subject, Haw Can We Best
Prepare the Way? Miss Marion Spooner acted
as chairman, and Dr. Carl Ramus of New York
summed up and closed the session. Greetings
were read from Miss Marjorie Tuttle, the head
of the Order of the Star in the East for Amer-
ica, and from Mrs. Addie M. Tuttle, represent-
ing the Servants of the Star for America. Also
a telegram from Miss Eaton of Pittsburgh, and
a letter from Buffalo.

Miss Spooner emphasized the need of self-
preparation, the necessity of learning how to
speak the message, and more work in the
outer fields of religion, education and social
reform. Mr. Warrington said that our regu-
lar theosophic work was a good preparation.
We should study deeply, so as to understand
and help solve the great problems that con-
front our civilization. Don’t make Star meet-
ings out of theosophical meetings, or the re-
verse. We want to draw members from out-
side, and should lay our emphasis on the prin-
ciples without mixing in too much Theosophy.

The Conference then closed, and all present
agreed that it had been a meeting of inspira-
tion and of helpful discussion,

FINANCIAL
STATEMENT

There was a net gain of 156 members in
April but, as the pro rata fee for new
members joining during these last months
is small, it did not greatly help out the
income side of our account. It has been
a.““dry’’ month. We regret to say that
there are many members whose dues for
the year now closing are not paid. Let
us hope much of this will be forthcoming
by June, not so much for the financial rea-
son as that we may be precise in follow-
ing our By-laws. We, feel it well to re-
print at this time By-law IX, Seec. 7:

Sec. 7. Cessation of Membership. A mem-
ber whose dues have not been received by
December 31 shall be considered delinquent as
to the payment of dues, and THE MESSENGER
shall no longer be sent to him unless a special

subscription shall have been paid, and if his
delinquency is maintained until June 30 fol-

lowing, he shall be dropped from the rolls, but
not until such action has been approved by
the President. . )
Will both members and officers co-operate
to the fullest possible extent to reduce the
number of delinquents to fall under this
regulation June 30.

The disbursements have been unusunally
heavy. The $200 item under ‘“Office Fur-
niture’’ represents a complete refitting of
the office with new typewriters. We
turned in three old machines, took advan-
tage of a special offer made, and in conse-
quence have four new latest model $100
Underwood machines for $200, with a
two-year guarantee.

Our stock of diplomas was exhausted
and an invoice sufficient to last a year
was responsible for the inflation of the
sum for ‘‘Stationery.’’ :

STATEMENT FOR APRIL

Receipts

Fees and DueS.........o.ovvvnnn.. $ 316.12
Donations ................. . 5.09
Propaganda ............... vee 4.00
Booklet Orders ...........oc00nu.. 13.650
Messenger Subscriptions ........ 2.70
Incidentals . ............c00vunn.. 44.40
Interest on Bank Deposit......... 8..13

Total....ovviiiiiinnenennnnnnn. § 393.94
Cash on hand April 1, 1916...... $3,632.34 $3,926.28

Disbursements

Stationery .
Booklets ...
Incidentals

Cash on hand May 1, 1916........ $3,012.56 $3,926.28

NEW BUREAUS

At the time of revising the Directory
we were able to also begin a revision of
the Bureaus, for certain new lines of ac-
tivity are coming into manifestation. At
this time we may state that a Correspond--
ence, Study and Question Bureau for
Teachers will be under the headship of
Mrs. Blanche 8. Hillyer, 3828 Campbell
street, Kansas City, Missouri. It is de-
signed (1) to help promote theosophical
teachings through the interest of those
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who does. And that pays for the whole
100% of effort. '

INTERESTING
STATISTICS

The Carnegie Foundation, assisted by a
Committee on Engineering Education, Las
been making an investigation as to what
constitutes the essentials of a successful
engineer and how they are measured. In
response to questions on these points sent
out to practicing engineers, 1500 replies

- were received; from these was compiled
the following composite opinion of the
relative values of attributes:

1. Character, including integrity,
responsibility, resourcefulness,
initiative ........ ..ol

2. Judgment, including common
sense, scientific attitude, per-
spective |, ...t

3. Efficiency, including thorough-
ness, accuracy, industry.......

4, TUnderstanding of men, executive
ability

5. Knowledge of the fundamentals
of engineering science........

6. Technique of practice and of
business

41.0

175
145

140 87.0

7.0

6.0 13.0

The report went on to state that ‘‘if
technical ability is worth only 13%, tech-
nical education should be radically
changed.”” Yes, the study of Theosophy
should be introduced, for the knowledge
rated most valuable, the attributes which
are worth 877%, are those of the Ego, the
permanent Self, the man of lives—not the
temporary knowledge of a life (13%).

Unconsciously the wise heads empha-

size the fact that it is what is in the causal
body that makes a man valuable what-
e’er his vocation, education or practice.

WHOSE
OPPORTUNITY?

As the correspondent who sent in the
clipping wrote: ‘‘Don’t you think some
Theosophist ought to have a finger in this
pie?”’

Professor George F. Forbes, LL. D., of the
University of Rochester, is writing a code of
morals and character to be used by teachers
and parents in education of children in schools
and homes. Seventy other educators are writ-
ing codes upon the same subject. A prize of
$5000 has been offered by an American busi-
ness man for the best code, the contest to end
February 22, 1917. Each code must be con-
fined te 3000 words. Milton Fairchild, chair-
‘man of the board of directors, National Insti-
tution for Moral Instruction, writes that these
morality codes will embody the best judgment
of the nation. Clergymen are invited by Pro-
fessor Forbes to contribute advice and sug-
gestions.

Now, please, somebody get right down
to this work. Take AT THE FEET OF THE
MasteEr and EpucatioN As SErvICE and
condense to a 3000-word code. Send it in
to "Professor Forbes. Even if it doesn’t
win, the judges and professors will be
benefited by having to read it. [Imei-
dentally—and you see we put this within
brackets—if it did win that $5,000 prize
money, the American Section (%) could
support (?) a boosting campaign in be-
half of that big little (?) book which holds
the whole moral code wanted.]

MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP RECORD

April, 1916
New Members ...........ciiiiiiiiiiininnnnnns 149 Deceased ........cciiiiiiiiiieteeiiiieeeirennnnn 1
Reinstated .............co ittt 13 Resigned ..........cciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieen, 3
Transferred from other Sections.............. 0 Transferred to other Sections.................... 0
Total Active Membership...............c.vv... 5303 Transferred to Inactive Membership............ 2

So long as we love, we serve; so long as we are loved by others, I would
say that we are indispensable; and no man is useless while he has a friend.

—Robert Louis Stevenson.









24 _ THE MESSENGER

monthly throughout the nation, the dis-
tribution of the leaflets through the vari-
ous centres, the publication of special
articles on Theosophy in all the news-
_ papers that will accept them—all these
lines of activity will go steadily forward
regardless the seasons.

Don’t forget to send in the names of
people whom you know to be slightly, or
considerably, interested in Theosophy.
The Propaganda Department is prepared
to send them carefully selected literature
that will almost certainly deepen their in-
terest until they will either desire to be-
come members or will at least become
ripened Theosophists.

This Department will be much pleased
to have reports from the traveling lectur-
ers, whenever in their busy lives they can
find time to send them, briefly detailing
the work done and giving any informa-
tion about conditions that may be useful
to other workers or interesting to the con-
tributors to the funds for carrying on the
work.

MR. KNUDSEN’S TOUR

Mr. Knudsen will make an Eastern tour
between the dates of May 16 and June 17.
The dates that will still be in the future
when this issue of THE MESSENGER appears
are: Syracuse, June 2; Albany, June 4;
Boston, June 5 to 12; New York, June i6;
Pittsburgh, June 17; from the latter point
returning to Krotona. En route East Mr.
Knudsen will have stopped for engage-
ments at Menlo Park, San Francisco, Chi-
cago, Toledo, Dietroit, Cleveland, Akron,
Buffalo and Rochester.

MR. WARDALL'S TOUR

Mr. Wardall starts on his Eastern tour
the last of May and is to make two and
three-day stops. His engagements for
June and July include sixteen ecities, be-
ginning June 1 in Minneapolis, then fol-
low: St. Paul, Madison, Milwaukee, Chi-
cago, Ft. Wayne, Grand Rapids, Toledo,
Cleveland, Buffalo, Syracuse, Albany,
Boston, Springfield, New Haven and
Brooklyn. '

A NOBLE EXAMPLE

It is interesting to note what our en-
terprising Fs. TS. of England manage to
do for the propaganda work in that coun-
try notwithstanding the fact that they
must also share in the burdens of the war,
with its special taxation, high cost of liy-
ing and restricted incomes. A recent num-
ber of the VAmAN reports voluntary con-
tributions ranging from the equivalent of
about two dollars to two hundred and
fifty dollars each. During the year that
preceded the war they raised and spent

- on the propaganda work in little England

the equivalent of about $2500.00 or more
than $200.00 per month. When we con-
sider the relative memberships and finan-
cial conditions in England and the United
States we cannot escape the conclusion
that they excel us in the spirit of sacrifice.

PROPAGANDA

RECEIPTS

I. Marion Klein, Muncie, Ind................... $ 1.00
F.T. S, Cincinnati, O..........covvvenrvnnnnn. .25
Mrs. Mitchell, Portland, Ore... . 50
Ila Fain, Oklahoma City, OKla.... 1.00
Mrs. A. Cox, Santa Rosa, Calif.... .. 100
Mrs. F. .G. Metcalf, North Vancouver, B, C.... 25

Anaconda members, Anaconda, Mont........
Miss F. Christien, Pasadena, Calif............ .15

James E. Taylor, Buffalo, N. Y.............. 2.00
F. T. S.,, Kansas City, MO.......covvrnnennnn. 5.00
‘W. L. Strickland, Rochester, N. Y............ 3.00

Mrs. C. O. Swormstedt, St. Louis, Mo........ .25

J. E. Lostin, Butte, Mont........covvvvvenn., 100
Butte member, Butte, Mont................. 1.25
Mrs. Louise Heintz, San Josg, Calif. .o .25
H. Y. Ellis, El Paso, TexaS......... .25
Nell Gray, St. Louis, Mo............ .. .48
Miss Mustain, Spokane, Wash....... .. .25
Mrs. A. Acoam, Spokane, Wash............. .25
Mrs. Parent, Spokane, Wash................. 25
Mrs. C. Curran, Spokane, Wash.............. .25
Mrs. I. S. Durham, Spokane, Wash.......... .25
Mrs. Mackenzie, Spokane, Wash.............. .05
Mrs. A. Cox, Santa Rosa, Calif............... 1.00
Miss Dollie Yossett, Oklahoma City, Okla.... 5.00
Houston members, Houston, Texas...........

St. Paul Lodge, St. Paul, Minn..
F. T. 8., Tucson, Ariz.............
Mrs. O. S. Clark, Anoka, Minn...
Mr. Loui Liebert, Gillespie, Ill...........

F. T. S, Fort Wayne, Ind.......c..00vueenn..

Geo. H. Shibley, Washington, D. C.......... .15
Jas. Davidson, Detroit, Mich................. 1.00
Mary M. Coleman, Washington, D. C...... .08
Mrs. Vera Frisbie, Fresno, Calif............. 1.00
Mrs. Emily C. Sharpe, Merced, Calif....... 1.00
Toleda Propaganda Centre, Toledo, O...... 3.00
Frank Gerard, Chicago, Ill.......ccooeveunnnnn 1.00
A. W. McMaster, Montreal, Que., Canada.. 1.00
G. W. McMaster, Montreal, Que., Canada.. 1.00
Chas. Fyfe, Montreal, Que.,, Canada......... 1.00
Paul Baker, Albany, TeXaS....ceeeeveeeeeonas 6.00
St. Paul Lodge, St. Paul, Minn.............. 20.50







QUESTIONS

Q. The story of the Christ as related in
the Gospels seems to give a material inter-
pretation of a spiritual truth, so concealing
it from Christendom for centuries. Is that
so? ‘

A. Of course it is materialized. You
must remember that they were legislating
for people at rather a low level of intel-
ligence, and they had to materialize things
to make them understand it at all. The
writers probably knew remarkably well
what they meant; they may even have
calculated on the lower interpretation. I
do not know. They put a thing in such a
form that it would appeal to the ordinary
people. Origen talks very scornfully (to
put it plainly) of what he calls ‘‘ Somatic’’
Christians, physical Christians. The people
who take the literal meaning of the stories
never get anywhere. He implies that they
are no good. His opinion of them is of the
poorest. But the spiritual Christian
knows perfectly well what is meant by all
these things. He says, ‘‘The Incarnation,
the Transfiguration, the Passion, the Cruci-
fixion, the Resurrection, the Ascension—
these are not things that happened once
in Palestine, they are things that are hap-
pening all the time in the life of every
true Christian.”” He knew, he wunder-
stood. The ignorant people voted him
out—that is a way they have. C.W. L.

Q. Were Peter, James the Lord’s
brother, and John whom Jesus loved, liter-
ally disciples of the Christ? We have also
i close relation with the above, in Gala-
tians, the record of Paul’s heated contest
with Peter. Galatians is considered by al-
most every modern critic as @ genuine pro-
duction of Paul, who was a contemporary
of Nero. How can these records be recon-
_ctled with the 105 B. C. date of the Na-
tivity 2

A. What is the use of trying to recon-
cile contradictions with facts? We have
certain definite facts that the Disciple

ANSWERED

Jesus was born in the year 105 B. C. That
is certain. But what all these stories tell
you cannot be reconciled with facts. You
might just as well try to reconcile THE
AraBIAN NiguTS with contemporary Arab-
ian history. .Clairvoyantly we have tried
to hunt up the twelve Apostles, but we
are rather.under the impression that they
are symbolical of the twelve signs of the
Zodiac. Paul is historical ; we have found
him, we know that he existed. But with
regard to Peter, all we find is that the
name probably came from Petros—a stone.
Every Church had a Peter at its head,
the Stone on which that particular Church
was supposed to be built. We find not
one Peter but a hundred. Galatians
was probably a genuine Epistle, but by
whom it was written is another story. It
is very likely to have been written by the
Apostle Paul. C.W.L.

Q. The historical record that John the
Baptizer suffered death: at the hands of
Herod the Tetrarch, whose date we know,
18 generally accepted as a literal fact, as is
also the baptism of Jesus by John in the
Jordan. Again, how can this be reconciled
with the 105 B. C. date of the Nativity?

A. There are two sets of publications
called Esoreric THEOSOPHY — DO THE
Broruers Exist? by Hume, and TxEo-
SOPHICAL MISCELLANIES, THE METAPHYSICS
oF THEOSOPHY, by Sundra. These were
only two unpublished articles. To these
were appended two npotes which were
signed ‘““E. 0.”’, and which were really
written by the Master K. H. ‘‘Yes, but
he preachéd it one hundred years be-
fore his birth.”” That led us to look the
thing up, when we found the birth and
identified the thing. He could not have
been crucified, because that was a Roman
punishment and the Romans were not in
Jud=a at that time. (Maccabees.) The
writers of the Gospels never intended their
stories to be accepted literally. They






AMONG THE MAGAZINES
MISCELLANEOUS

Feminist movement is the growing re-

alization of the importance of the
child. Child welfare movements
and these include propaganda for physi-
cal hygiene, religious training in schools,
vocational training, new and more natural
methods of education based on .applied
psychology, “Better Baby” campaigns—not to
mention eugenics and all which that involves.
It is significant that such questions as freer
womanhood, purer parenthood and better train-
ing and environment for the child should be
under agitation at this time of the birthing of
a new race.

An understanding of theosophic principles is
invaluable to parents and educators, but mod-
ern psychology with its exact contributions
should not be overlooked if the best results
are to be obtained.

In The Mind of a Child (Tur CENTURY for
May) H. Addington Bruce shows the necessity
for intensive child culture along psychological
lines. He indicates the close connection be-
tween mental alertness and physical conditions
by citing cases where dullards have been
transformed into bright, eager children through
dental work or an operation for adenoids.
More and more does modern psychology lean
to the idea that the truly lazy child is always
the sick child.

But more far-reaching in their effects than
impaired physical health are childish griefs,
worries and fears. Many pathological cases,
some so extreme as to border on insanity, have
been traced back to unpleasant impressions
received during childhood. When these have
been recalled, sometimes under hypnotism, the
patients have been cured. And note this re-
mark: “Tt is only the ultra sensitive who thus
suffer”—the children of the new race! Mr.
Bruce quotes from Angelo Mossi:

Every ugly thing told to the child, every shock,

every fright given him, will remain like minute
splinters in the flesh, to torture him all his life long.

Mr. Bruce beliéves that child training should
not be entrusted to outsiders, such as nurses,
and should begin in earliest infancy, including
formal instruction in the principles of reason-
ing long before. entering school, so that habits
of right and clear thinking may be established.
He cites many brilliant successes resulting
from these methods, and concludes with the
belief that their ever wider application whl
result “in an unprecedented development of
the nation and of the human race.”

ﬁ MONG 'the notable correlations of the

abound,

CurreNT OPINION for April uses a book by
this same author, PSYCHOLOGY AND PARENTHOOD,
as. the basis for an article on The Secret of
the Transformation of Mediocrity Into Men of
Genius. Genius, far from being abnormal, is in

reality “a fulfillment of the true norm of man.”
The inspirations of genius are defined as noth-
ing more than “spontaneous upsurgings from
the depths of the subconscious.”
sional solutions in dreams of baffling problems
are proofs to the psychologist of the actuality
of unconscious mental processes. Several illus-
trations of this are given as well as instances
of inspiration through dreams, such as KuBra
KHAN, Tartini’s Devil’s Sonate, and Stevenson’s
famous DRr. JEKYLL AND MR. Hype. Mathemat-
ical and memory prodigies are also cited as
proof of the subliminal content. Mr, Bruce’s
contention that the subconscious is a kind of
workshop wherein memory images of past ex-
perience are stored, and that in proportion as
this material is ‘rich and abundant the sub-
conscious upsurgings will be ‘worth while’,”
can lead to but one conclusion if this theory
is correct—reincarnation. Otherwise, how
could very young children show such marked
ability along certain lines? Could the infant
Mozart have accumulated sufficient mental
material in this life to account for the emerg-
ence from his subconsciousness of works of
genius at the tender age of three? Since Mr.
‘Ward has prepared his premises so well, it is
a pity he stops short of the logical conclusion.
For lack of it his argument suffers.

There is also an excellent review of an
article by Mr. Wilfred Ward on Mr. Balfour’s
HumaNisMm and THEISM, a book which seems
to be causing no inconsiderable stir. Mr.
Ward supplements Mr. Balfour’s philosophy by
accenting another phase of human develop-
ment. Whereas the latter bases his arguments
for Theism on the necessity for a rational
origin for reason, the former sees in the direc-
tion of the course of evolution the greatest
proof of a Conscious Intelligent Force behind
all manifestation. Evolution is for him “a
gradual unfolding of reality to the sentient
consciousness,” and just as,vision has been
born from the first faint glimmerings of sight
when the eye developed from pigment cells
covered with transparent skin, so the rudiments
of a facultv for apprehending God as revealed
in the religious consciousness—the rational
and moral nature of man—holds in itself the
promise of more intimate and comprehensive
knowledge of Reality.

The two together—Mr. Balfour looking to a
divine origin, Mr. Ward to a divine goal—
present in their combined philosophy, involu-
tion and evolution, the cycle of life made
whole,

The Spirit and Power of the New Species of
American Religion gives us the ideas of Edith
A. Talbot concerning the common basis for all
forms of the modern religious movement which
she loosely terms “New Thought.” TUnder this
is grouped Christian Science, Highe? Thought,
Theosophy, Rosicrucianism, et cetera. What

The occa- °

e






30 . THE MESSENGER

THE HERALD oF THE STAR for April is full of
interesting matter. What is Meant by a New
Sub-Race? by Mr. C. W. Leadbeater, is the
introductory lecture to his set of four on the

- subject of The Birth of @ New Sub-Race. It
is, as always with this great writer, clear, log-
ical and highly interesting. He gives a short
account of the Lemurian, Atlantean and Aryan
root races, and the sub-races of the latter, to
lead up to the consideration of the sub-race
of the future now being born.

A fascinating article by Mr. Huntly Carter
is entitled Shokespeare’s Message Today. In
it he emphasizes the spiritual and mystical
side of the great poet’s works. Mr. Carter
terms Shakespeare a “spontaneous mystic,”
and his contention is that “Shakespeare’s soul
blossomed in the divine world whence it ex-
tracted special spiritual qualities which were
afterwards unfolded in certain plays.” He
gives a fine analysis of “LEAR” as being based
on the Love motive in the person of Cordelia.
He further contends that the celebration of the
Ter-centenary at this critical period of the war
is likely to bring out the spirituality of the
people; and Shakespeare’s message today is
that there is a world of reality which can melt
away the grossest aspects of material exist-
ence—even that of war itself.

From the pen of Mr. Jinarajadasa we have a
few lines relating -to St. Francis of Assisi.
Hope Rea’s third article on Ideals in Art gives
a vivid description of the wonderful sculpture
of the Serbian, Ivan Mestrovie, being the
scheme for a marvelous temple to be erected
eventually at Kosovo. In an article on Art
and the Coming- of the World-Teacher, by F.
E. Clayton, and one on The Inevitable Renais-
sance, by Irving S. Cooper, a note of spiritual
awakening is struck. G. I W.

The items of interest in THE ApYAR BULLETIN
for March are the editorials and one article
on World-Teachers by Mrs. Besant. When
Friends Meet i$ a discussion of the “soul” of
a nation, and the remarks of the Rajput are
instructive as usual. A story, Her Quick Re-
turn; a poem, The Land Where Thoughts Are
Things; and four other articles, What T. S.
Lodges Can Do for India, Shri Kabirdas,
Scrap-Book, and From Twilight to Dawn com-
plete the number. G. H. H.

The April VAHAN intimates that Mr. Arun-
dale, who has just been re-elected as General
Secretary, may find it necessary to resign
in order to go to Oxford to do the work for
which he came to England from India. Mr.
Wadia pays a tribute to the excellent work
which our Mr. Fritz Kunz is doing as Principal
of the Ananda College in Ceylon. Miss Woods
shows how the light of Occultism greatly en-
hances the spiritual conception of the Resur-
rection. ‘“Why should it be obligatory to par-
take of hot cross buns on Good Friday?” asks
Miss Bothwell-Gosse, and then proceeds to give
a fascinating dissertation on the genesis of

b fin

such Easter symbols as Eggs, Serpents, Hares
and Nuts! Miss Grenside writes with her
usual charm—and knowledge, too—on Shake-
speare’s spiritual work,

Important among the notices of the many
activities in England is that of the Young Age
Club, which “has been founded as a centre
for young people of all creeds and schools of
thought who desire to. work for the ideals of
the Coming Age in religion, art and social
science.” The English Section is setting a
fine example in the direction of inaugurating
new channels of theosophical work. H. H.

The Easter number of ESOTERIC CHRISTIANITY
brings to its readers ideas which are helping
the spiritual preparation for the great Dawn.
Mr. Ray Wardall gives the editorial comments,
and the fifth article on Health and the Spirit-
ual Life by Max Wardall is a scientific and
logical appeal to his readers for more conse-
crated vision and spiritual concern regarding
the question of health.

Mr. W. G. Shepard continues his subject of
Meditation with the thought: ‘“Whatsoever
things are of good report—think on these
things.” The seventh article on The Mysticism
of the Mass, by Charles Hampton, treats of
the Canon of the Mass, the Sacramental Sign,
and the Elevation of the Host. The Meditation
page is now in charge of Mrs. Grace Shaw
Duff, and we can anticipate each month her
gift of beautiful spiritual food to feed the
hungry. One of the most attractive features
of this number is a fine portrait of Mr. Max
‘Wardall. A . H. T.

THEOSOPHY IN AUSTRALASIA is always of
great interest. The April number has a
splendid article by Mr, C. W. Leadbeater on
An. Occult View of the War, containing much
encouragement regarding the final results and
ultimate good coming out of the present ter-
rible war. He says: .

Perhaps in the distant future, when we come to
look back upon it all with greater knowledge and
with wider purview, we shall see that the good
has outweighed the frightful evil.

Other articles of note are a continuation of
The Eschatology of War by J. L. Davidge,
and A Memory of Egypt by Jocelyn Underhill.

. C.C. wW.

The January number of the theosophical
magazine TEOSOFISK TIDSKRIFT, edited by Mr. A.
Ingleman, Stockholm, - Sweden, introduces us
to a new-comer and appears most attractive in
form as well as contents. The Watch-Tower
deals with interesting theosophical items con-
cerning different Lodge centres. Dr. G. Richnau
ably presents his subject, Thought and Thought-
Forms. The two illustrations are his own ob-
servations of thought-forms, and are remark-
ably fine. Extracts from Mr. Leadbeater’s talk
at Auckland on Oonditions of Discipleship, Mr.
Hyndahl’s inspiring paper on Liberation, and
other articles make up a most valuable
number, J. L



BOOK REVIEWS

Lire AND TEACHINGS OF GIORDANQ BRUNO
By Coulson Turnbull. (Gnostic Press, San Diego.
1913. pp. 100. $1.00.) .

This book should be particularly attractive
to all Theosophists. The writer seems to en-
ter into the spirit of this beautifully written
life-story of the Nolan martyr who fearlessly
mounted the pyre in Rome, February 16, 1600.

The Foreword is a graceful and earnest trib-
ute to this “wandering knight of a philosopher.”
The author says that earnest souls love to
pay homage to the memory of those heroes
to whom we owe our religious liberty and
freedom, that Giordano Bruno lived and died
the apostle of the ever new and ever old re-
ligion, that of spiritual insight.

We render homage to the noble spirit, and
believe that while the curling flames enveloped
his quivering mortal frame the Angel of the
‘Word welcomed his immortal Soul.

This edition contains eight chapters and two
illustrations—the frontispiece, a portrait of
Giordano Bruno, and an illustration of Bruno’s
monument in Rome. The first and second
chapters carry the reader back to the hero’s
youth, where he delighted to contemplate Na-
ture and her grandeur while musing in “the
golden fields of Nola,” his birthplace. We
learn of his monastic life at Naples, where for
nearly thirteen years he studied the ancient
philosophers and the solar theory of Coper-
nicus. The third and fourth chapters relate
his visits to German universities, his sojourn
in Switzerland and his return to Italy. Wher-
ever he wandered he was treated inhospitably,
notwithstanding crowds gathered to hear his
illuminating lectures on the Copernican theory.
Bruno also resuscitated the Pythagorean doc-
trines and expounded them in bold and clear
outlines to ears that heard but did not under-
stand.

How sympathetically we follow this Knight
of Truth, feeling the radiance of the light in
his great earnest soul and the constricting
darkness of those who endeavored to extin-
guish his spiritual torch with the hungry fires
of earth. .

Chapter five depicts the tragic martyrdom.
Dr. Turnbull says: '

So to thee, noble Bruno, thou prophet of science,
we in gratitude remember thee, and in humble
service again recall thy noble thoughts. It is to
thy courage that we owe a great debt of grati-
ture for laying the foundation for positive science.

Thou prophet of insight, the fatal fire that freed
thy immortal spirit is dead, but thy spirit has
already set many a heart aflame with new ambi-
tion and has cheered many a pilgrim on the Path!

The last three chapters deal with the great
philosopher’s teachings of the soul, his theo-
sophical concepts of God and Nature, and his
spontaneous poems upon Life, Compensation,
Immensity, the Soul, and the Will. All theo-
sophical libraries should have a copy of this
book, so reverently written, as a tribute to
one who was a past incarnation of our revered
President, Mrs. Besant, A.H T.

VEGETARIAN SUPPLEMENT TO SCIENTIFIC FEEDING
By Dr. Dora C. Roper. (T. S. Book Concern, Kro-
tona. 1915. pp. 150. Paper cover. 75 cents.)

Dr. Roper’s book comes, it seems to me, at a
most opportune time and fills a long-felt want.
In these days, when women have other in-
terests and duties outside the home that take
up their time and energy, the cooking problem
has become a very serious matter. The knowl-
edge gained by women in their studies has
shown them that simple living promotes high
thinking, and so they naturally wish to pro-
vide for their families in an intelligent and
scientific manner, and to all these women Dr.
Roper’s book will be found a most useful and
valuable aid in their difficulties.

The book contains three important facts:
First, it offers menus for properly balanced
meals; second, if one follows directions strictly
it will materially reduce the cost of living;
and third—and perhaps this is the most im-

,portant factor—Dr. Roper seems to have solved

the problem of proper chemical combinations
in her menus.

Many vegetarians not understanding food val-
ues and food chemistry prepare a less balanced
meal than does the ordinary person who in-
cludes meat in his diet. Foods strong in pro-
tein should be substituted for the meat. In
this little book we find many valuable hints
and directions for the preparation of meals
that are properly combined and proportioned.
If these directions are followed even in a gen-
eral way, the result will be more than gratify-
ing. The foot-notes are of especial interest
in that they explain temperamental differences
and the proper combining of foods to suit the
needs of each individual.

This book presents a most simple, compre-
hensive and valuable contribution to this im-
portant subject. E J. H.

TAORMINA

By Dr. Raley Husted Bell. (Hinds, Noble & El-
dredge, New York. 1916. pp. 172.)

This little book is thoroughly readable and
instructive, giving as it does the origin of the
language, a history of the inhabitants and
vicissitudes through which Taormina has
passed, as well as a description of its ruins
and the city as it is today. The author. paints
a word-picture aglow with the spirit of
Taormina and the Sicilian country, and it will
be of vivid interest to the traveler and par-
ticularly to those who understand the real sig-
nificance of Taormina. The author says:

While there I knew a presence, a spirit of the
past so real that my soul was clothed with the
fresh garments of a new faith; and I saw that
what we call past, present and future are relative
terms for a cycle of conscious being. I under-
stood for the first time how closely related to
our being was this deathless and dateless Trinity
of phases dancing before us forever in_a circle,

Ly —— o\



Just Received

Postpaid

ScienTIFIc FEEDING, by Dr. Dora C. C. L. Roper. 158 pages of concentrated
facts about what to eat and how to prepare it. Read the review in this

magazine . $0.75

Praomican Dieremics, by Dr. R. E. MecNamara. If you believe in miracles,

vicarious atonement, pills and potions, the doctor has nothing to say to .

you. This is an appeal to your common sense

ScIENCE AND RELIGION, by Seven Men of Science

THEOSOPHY FOR BEGINNERS, by C. W. Christie. A new edition of this popu-
lar little book is just out. You need one for your class work

TuEosoPHY AND MoODERN THouGHT, by C. Jinarajadasa. Deals with (1)
Heredity, Weissmann’s Cell Theory, Origin of Species; (2) History,
Reincarnation of Romans, Greeks, ete.; (3) Art, Brings Archetypes
Down to Men; (4) The Search for Reality.

Pamphlets

Tue Turp EvE, by Thomas P. H. Barnard, M. D. -

Tre WerssMANN CELL THEORY AND THE PERMANENT ATOM, by same author..
The two pamphlets for

THEOSOPHY IN CHRISTIANITY, by Ernest Udny. This booklet tells, among

other interesting things, about Mrs. Besant’s dream which may come
true in 1918 .

PracE Carps. Have enough to enclose in every letter, to give to every one,
to place in every room. 50 for

100 for

25

.60

.60

80

25

15
.35

.20

13
25

Orders will be filled during June and July at above prices where cash

accompanies the order.

THEOSOPHICAL BOOK CONCERN,
Krotona, Hollywood,
Los Angeles, Calif.
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