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As we close another year of devoted labor for
the great cause that claims our deepest interest,
we can again look back on a period of steady
growth, in spite of the terrible war which obvi
ously has affected human life and progress the
world over.
MEMBERSHIP

Last year we closed with an active member
ship of 4,665. The annual increase has been—
new members 974, transferred from other Sec
tions 22, total 996, thus carrying the total mem
bership up to 5,661. But from this figure had
to be taken 45 who had died, 454 dropped, 14
transferred, and 211 resigned, leaving a total
net balance of 4,937, which represents the total
membership at the end of the year. Among
these there are 417 members yet in arrears, the
most of whom will doubtless pay their dues.
The loss,•although greater than last year by
246, was less than might have been expected
because of various sentiments existing in respect
of our President’s attitude toward the war,
especially in its relation to American and Ger
man national interests. That so few should
have been sufficiently affected as to leave the
Society is indeed a tribute to the cohering
power of our philosophy. One other cause of
the losses is the depressed financial condition
of many members.
LODGES

Thirteen Lodge charters were issued during
the year, namely: Unity of Tacoma; Oak Park;
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Olcott of Omaha; Richfield Springs; Wheeling;
Indianapolis; Cincinnati; Wallace (revived);
Nebraska of Lincoln; Dayton; Fort Wayne;
Peoria; and Annie Besant of Louisville.
Eight Lodges were dissolved, namely: Ger
man Morning Star; Wallace; Danvers; Wil
mington; White; Olcott of Orange; Muskegon;
and Meadville; some of which have long been
more or less inactive. One was re-chartered the
next month after its dissolution.
The following were consolidated with other
Lodges: Millenium with Calgary; Alcyone of
Detroit with Unity; Lotus of Vancouver with
Vancouver; Nebraska of Lincoln with Lincoln;
making in all eleven Lodge Charters sur
rendered.
Thus the year ends with a total Lodge list
of 157, or a net gain of one Lodge.
REPORTS OF BUREAUS

Mr. E. B. Catlin, Head of the Prison Reform
Bureau, reports forty prisoners at Leavenworth
interested, and a fortnightly class conducted by
Dr. Lindbergh of Kansas City. Up to July 1 of
this year 411 men have been supplied with
correspondents, and many discharged prisoners
have been helped to a better life.
Mr. Frank L. Reed, Head of the Music Cor
respondence Bureau, reports two years’ devoted
work by Mrs. J. W. Wright, Mrs. K. P. Gurley
and Mrs. N. E. Young. They have put out a
four-page leaflet monthly since last December;
the receipts are 21.78 and expenses $56.47;
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eighty-six persons are reached; contributions
are solicited.
Mrs. Blanche S. Hillyer, Head of the Corre
spondence Bureau, reports continued work’with
last year’s correspondents, and work with
prisoners at Leavenworth, Lansing and Jeffer
son City. “Golden Chains” have been placed in
the Wichita schools, and ordered for Superior.
Miss Eugenie Honold, Head of the Corre
spondence Bureau for New Members, writes of
an increase in membership and continuation of
classes in Man and His Bodies, The Ancient
Wisdom, The Astbal Plane, and The Bhagavad
Gita.
Miss Julia E. Johnsen, Head of the Library
Catalogue Bureau, reports continued revision
and complete indexing of The Amebican
Theosophist. It is planned to transfer all fin
ished work to Krotona. Members are invited
to use this source of information.
Mrs. Viola Marshall-Watson, Head of the
Mystic Drama League, writes of five plays and
several selected scenes with great success at
Besant Hall, Chicago. Everyman and The Serv
ant in the House were included.
. Mr. Norris Rakestraw, Head of the Round
Table in America, reports great efficiency in
the organization, with especial praise for Win
nipeg. There are now seven active Tables with
sixty members. A Correspondence Table has
been established.
Miss Hazel G. Collins, Head of the Braille
Literature for the Blind Bureau, reports the
purchase of a new machine for $194.30, and
$79.69 in the treasury. The only expense is
heating the room in which the work is done.
By this time Thought Poweb has been printed,
and it is expected to put the whole library into
running order shortly. Ill health on the part
of several workers has delayed it thus far.
Miss Marjorie Tuttle, Head of the Lotus
Circle, reports that there are now twelve active
Circles in this country. Five were started this
year, and five promise to start in the fall. The
chief obstacle is the lack of teachers. Some
times the children are eager to be taught, but
can find no one to guide them. This country
is very backward in Lotus work, but the Serv
ants of the Star partially fill the gap.
Mr. J. C. Myers, Head of the Stereopticon
Bureau, reports as follows: Twenty-one sets
of slides (meaning our three-standard sets,
Reincarnation, The Constitution and Powers of
Man and Great World-Teachers being sent out
that number of times) loaned during this period,
to eleven cities; the same number of sets last
year to twelve cities; 120 slides sold last year;
146 slides sold this year; making an increase
of 26 slides over last year’s sales. We have
$35.00 in the treasury, and 5.00 outstanding.
Last year’s report shows $15.58 cash on hand,
and 21.30 outstanding. The Bureau holds its
own, as it were, and remains self-supporting.
Good reports come in, in most cases, where
slides have been used.
Mrs. Julia A. Myers, Head of the Lecture

Bureau, reports as follows: Total number of
lectures circulated, 52. Last year, 67; a de
crease of 15. The average of four lectures per
month has been sent out in eleven months.
She has a balance on hand to date of $9.68.
There were no new donations or new lectures
sent to the Bureau this past year.
FIELD WORKERS

Mr . Cooper visited 46 cities, 60 Lodges, and
gave 352 lectures. Mr. Cooper’s value to the
Section as a lecturer is greatly felt wherever
he goes. Aside from his growing ability, he
bears a spirit of devotion, gentleness and stead
fastness .that means much, especially to the
spiritual side of the work.
Mrs. Rogers’s work covered a period of 11
months and 2 weeks; 35 cities in 18 States were
visited. He confined his work in new territory
to 13 cities. Classes were formed in all these,
but only six Lodges were organized, the other
centres being left to grow stronger before being
chartered. Mrs. Rogers did valuable follow-up
work in holding classes, and Mr. Charles Hamp
ton able advance work. The cost of Mr. Rogers’s
activities in new territory was $1,846.20. His
report when read will show details.
As previously reported in The Messengeb,
Mr. Unger had given three or four days every
fortnight from a busy life to the lecture field,
visiting many cities and creating a vital interest
in Theosophy. It is indeed a matter of deep
regret that this useful career should have been
cut short by a mortal disease, and his departure
means a great loss to the Section.
Miss McQueen visited 22 cities in a voluntary
tour from Atlantic to Pacific, giving public lec
tures and forming classes. Her work has been
found useful.
Dr. Mitchell lectured twice in New York,
Cleveland and Memphis (which latter city is
virgin soil; Theosophically speaking), and once
each at Houston, Galveston, Fort Worth,
Denver, Salt Lake City, Berkeley, Oakland,
three times in San Francisco and six times in
Dallas. Total audiences, 833.
Mrs. Bartlett spoke four times at Santa Rosa,
three times at Sacramento, four times at Fresno,
and spoke for the formation of Lodges at Sebas
topol and Bakersfield. She also urged a non
affiliated band of Theosophists at Stockton, Cal
ifornia, to unite with the T. S.
e
Mrs. Read covered a large territory during
the year, lecturing on behalf of Krotona and
Theosophy generally. Her work has met with
much appreciation.
DIVISIONAL REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. Blum of Kansas City, Missouri, Divisional
Representative for the Middle West, reports
active work in his Division. A conference was
held in Kansas City before the 1914 Convention.
The field work of Mr. Cooper, Mr. Unger, Mr.
Rogers, Miss Holbrook and Miss McQueen is
highly praised. Mr. Blum visited St. Louis
twice; Omaha, Lincoln, Denver and Colorado
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Springs once each.. He also visited Minneapolis,
Duluth and Superior outside his Division.
Mr. Stowe of Brooklyn, N. Y., Divisional Rep
resentative for the East, mentions the success
of the Washington Convention, as well as Mr.
Rogers’s lectures in New England and Mr.
Cooper’s in the entire Section. Mrs. Ramus
directed an H. P. B. Training Class in Brooklyn;
four stereopticon lectures were given in New
York and Newark; and Mrs. A. Ross Read
toured the Eastern Division with an appreciated
lecture on Krotona. The chief drawback was
the secession of Wilmington Lodge.
Mr. Ray Wardall, of Seattle, Washington,
Divisional Representative for the Northwest,
reports successful lectures given in Victoria,
Vancouver, Spokane, Tacoma and Everett by
Mrs. Josephine Wardall. All the Lodges are
growing fast—Everett trebled. The Division
now owns a printing-press at Vancouver, and
publishes the magazine Esoteric Christianity.
It has just entertained Mr. Cooper at Lake
Shawnigan, and looks forward to follow-up lec
tures by him, Miss McQueen and Mrs. Wardall.
Mr. Smith of Austin, Texas, Divisional Repre
sentative for the South, reports that the two
Lodges in New Orleans work harmoniously and
successfully. Miss McQueen’s trip was most ad
vantageous to the Texas Lodges, three of which
are barely holding their own, while the rest
(with Oklahoma City) are flourishing.
Mr. Unger, the late Divisional Representative
for the Great Lakes Division, held his post up
to the date of his untimely death, and labored
in it until his disease struck him down. No
successor has as yet been formally appointed
to succeed him.
It has seemed fitting that the Division in
which Krotona is located should be located at
headquarters, and so Mr. Knudsen has suc
ceeded Mr. Walters as Divisional Representa
tive of the Southwest. Mr. Knudsen has been
active in his Division. He has lectured in the
greater part of his Division, and very many
times in the South. He helped many of his
Lodges to systematize their work, and especially
in the matter of issuing programs regularly.
JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

The Chairman of the Judiciary Committee
renders a report which can only be taken as the
individual opinion of that particular member,
as it lacked the necessary basis of a personal
conference with the other members.
Here I wish to comment upon the impracti
cability of having the Judiciary Committee
spread across the country, and I recommend
that the Committee elected this year consist of
two lawyers and one layman located within
reasonable distance of each other.
THE BOOK CONCERN

Mrs. E. R. Broenniman has filled the post of
Manager of the Book Concern with noteworthy
ability. Due to her mastery of the business and
her tireless attention to details, the business
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has been brought to the point where for the
first time in its history I feel it promises to
become not only financially profitable to the
Section but richly productive in propaganda
results. I believe if this business could be left
in her hands for a few years without the bur
den of other duties, she would develop it to
proportions that would mark it as perhaps the
most important arm of our Service. The Book
Concern could not inaugurate methods for the
extension of its sales without at the same time
extending the propaganda activities of the Sec
tion. I have no doubt that a manager of Mrs.
Broenniman’s rare ability, her deep love for
the spread of Theosophy and tireless energy,
could in time succeed in placing some of our
books in every public library in America, be
sides opening up other channels of book pro
paganda in connection with our Lodges and
traveling lecturers. The prospect seems bril
liant in possibilities.
THE MESSENGER

Our official magazine has performed its func
tions this year in the small scope of 32 pages.
I have found this all too small and somewhat
out of keeping with the dignity and importance
of the American Section. I believe we should
increase its size, but I would not be in favor
of our having a gift magazine larger than 48
pages.
It also should be provided with a suitable
cover.
Although the American Section is
almost, if not quite, the largest Section in the
world, it has the only Sectional journal in the
world that is without a cover.
THE AMERICAN THEOSOPHIST

I can at this time report conclusively upon
the financial status of the late American
Theosophist. The public accountant employed
to audit the books, after giving full consider
ation to the published claims with regard to
this account, reported that the donated fund
has been fully and legitimately used on behalf
of the magazine, and that more has been spent
besides.
His statement shows a deficit of
$3,130.37 due to the Section by the magazine.
All data upon which these figures are based a.re
now and have at all times been open for in
spection and verification.
PUBLICITY

I should like to add that the official financial
records of all kinds are always open in all de
partments of the T. S. activities to the inspec
tion of any and all members who may wish to
get the facts at first hand, and the fullest exam
ination of these is invited at all times.
LIBRARY

Since my previous annual report the Coffeen
Library, which was announced as having been
bequeathed to the Krotona Library, has been
received. It consisted of about eight hundred
volumes, the most of them more or less valu
able to a properly equipped Theosophic library.
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Books have been received throughout the year
for review in our magazine, and these have all
been placed in the American Section’s depart
ment of the library. We hope in time to succeed
in gathering a collection of books here which
will be second to none in the country in their
value along occult, mystical and Theosophical
lines.
Mr. Frederick Spenceley, F. T. S., a man en
joying a wide reputation as a book-plate de
signer and engraver, has generously made for
the library a most beautiful book-plate and
presented it as an act of loving service.

is all very well.” Although she has not been
with us for six years, there is not a Section in
the world that bears toward her a warmer af
fection and a more devoted loyalty.
Judging from a recent remark of the Presi
dent’s, it may be that Mr. Leadbeater is free to
remain outside India for some time, and if so,
I hope the Convention will do itself and the
American Section the honor to send him an
official invitation to make the Section an ex
tended visit at its expense, although it would
seem doubtful if at this time he could consider
leaving Australia for very many months.

THE INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS
OF RELIGIOUS PHILOSOPHIES

KROTONA

When the plans were made for the Interna
tional Congress of Religious Philosophies, it
was contemplated to have the T. S. sponsor
it as an undertaking that would approach some
what in dignity the famous Parliament of Re
ligions of 1893. On that great occasion there
were present such widely-known names as our
President, Mrs. Annie Besant, the late Swami
Vivekananda, William Q. Judge, and Messrs.
Chatterji and Chakravarti. For the proposed
occasion our President had promised to speak
for Theosophy, and said she could probably find
those who would represent Indian faiths, and
promised to try. We relied on this and the
reasonable certainty of inducing distinguished
persons from Europe and America to be present.
But when the war came on, and it was seen
that neither our President nor anyone else from
Asia or Europe would be able to come, it was
deemed wise to abandon the undertaking alto
gether rather than make the T. S. responsible
for what, under the circumstances, could not
fail to fall below the ideals with which it
started out.
THE EXPOSITION BOOTH

The proposal for a booth at the Exposition
came originally from Mr. Walters of San Francisco, and at his suggestion- I invited the vari
ous General Secretaries to contribute their pub
lications for exhibition. Mr. Power succeeded
in securing an unusually good location for it in
connection with the Buddhists. But there was
a lack of unanimity in the Board as to the
advisability of the proposal and so I offered
the Bay Cities Lodges the work of carrying it
out, and literature for them has been duly pro
vided. Much credit is due Mr. Walters and
those aiding him for making this useful propa
ganda venture a success.
MRS. BESANT AND
MR. LEADBEATER

Naturally much disappointment was felt
about the inability of Mrs. Besant to come to
America, as she had planned to do at the time
of the Congress referred to, but, as she dramat
ically put it: “The War changes all . . .
Everything is practically in the melting-pot
here and in Europe, and our philosophies are
being tested not by arguments but by life. It

The last annual report of the Krotona organ
ization showed a healthy growth. The property
is being steadily improved, the Institute courses
are being normally attended by students from
various States, the number of visitors is
steadily increasing, and the interest in the
centre and its great future possibilities is be
coming more and more widespread. The debt
on the property has been considerably cut
down, and we shall burn at this Convention the
oldest of the mortgages which Mr. Shutts has
just paid off.
Mr. Knudsen and his mother have completed
their beautiful home at the entrance of Krotona
and have generously constructed for Krotona,
at their own expense, a fine escalier leading up
to the site reserved for the proposed future
splendid Temple of Theosophy, to which I shall
later refer. Mrs. Duff also has completed her
beautiful home on the hills just above us and,
with the aid of Mrs. Russak and Mr. Hotchner,
has improved the surroundings most exten
sively. These and Mr. Hotchner’s adjacent
land developments of lots for members have
added greatly to the beauty and value of our
centre.
The little tract of land generously donated
to Krotona last year, by a member who wished
his name withheld from publication, has been
partially improved. Mr. Arscott, our gardener,
has extended winding paths through it, set up
rustic benches and a little rest-house, and has
planted innumerable trees and shrubs therein.
This promises to be one of the most attractive
features of the grounds.
When our President asked me to establish
this centre, she drew a plan for a large structure
to be erected in the form of a Greek Cross, the
four wings to be used for various purposes. A
recent visitor was so much impressed with the
idea of such a Temple of Theosophy here, lo
cated on the brow of our hill, that she donated
$1,000.00 as a nucleus of a fund that some day
soon is intended to grow large enough to ac
complish what is planned. The donor believes,
as do many others, that it would be most desir
able if at least one of the wings were finished
in time to receive the Personage whom our
President has announced. Besides the wings
to be used for T. S. lecture hall, library, cere
monials and esoteric purposes, there is a wing
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planned to contain various fully equipped
shrines dedicated to all of the great world
religions. To have here a religious centre of
such universal extent is a striking idea, for it
means the putting of the universality of
Theosophy into enduring, visible form.
It must be borne in mind also that a site has
been cleared for the use of a future building
for the Section’s official headquarters activities.
The corner stone has been duly laid, bearing
the inscription: “The American Section of the
T. S.” When the mortgages are fully paid I
hope to see the money raised for this building.
But for the present the need is not pressing,
as the Section’s offices are very comfortably
located in the original building on the estate.
EFFICIENCY

The practical efficiency side of the work has
markedly improved this year under Mrs. Broenniman’s able management of'the T. S. and Book
Concern offices. Mrs. Broenniman’s talents are
strongly developed in this respect, and it is
due to her genius that the Section has been so
economically managed.
While reasonable efficiency should always be
expected from the workings of the Society, yet
I doubt if the same frantic pressure and drive
can ever be legitimately expected of us such as
exists in the outside business world, where a
desperate competition has produced an excel
lence of service that has somewhat spoiled
people for anything less perfect. But the T. S.
has not generally the same resources either in
talents or capital, and may never have them.
Moreover, the spirit of the Moloch of business
has not yet found a place in our Society.
Therefore if sometimes it became a question of
pressing a willing but tired worker or delaying
a little an order or a letter, I fear I should
always be inclined to indulge the more broth
erly and compassionate course, and hope for
a bit of patience and understanding at the
other end.
POPULAR GOVERNMENT

The question of a more popular form of gov
ernment in our Section seems to arise con
tinually. The Convention of 1914 took the most
definite step and instructed the Judiciary Com
mittee to prepare and submit an amended set
of By-Laws more in keeping with popular gov
ernment. The Committee has been unable to
bring in a joint report, owing to the inability
of the members to meet in joint conference
with one another. Not only in this case but
in all future cases will the Judiciary Committee
be impotent to act as they should, so long as
we continue the absurdity of appointing mem
bers who live long distances from one another.
Therefore, in order that the Convention may
have a uniform and approximately complete
basis of discussion before it, I shall myself
submit to this Convention a set of amendments
in the preparation of which I have been aided
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by Mr. Carlos S. Hardy, an expert in the law
of fraternal societies. I have also asked for
expressions of opinion from other members.
As the members know, their Section is a
corporation chartered under the Laws of the
State of Illinois, with the usual President, VicePresident, Secretary, Treasurer, and Board of
Directors as the officers Intended to conduct the
business of the corporation. But instead of
being conducted along this line, as is the case
in other corporations, we have allowed our old
customs which were in effect prior to incor
poration to rule, and therefore the General
Secretary’s office under the present By-Laws is
practically doing the duties of the President,
Secretary and Treasurer of the corporation.
Under the proposed amendments which I am
submitting herewith, I am suggesting that the
regular corporate officers as above mentioned
shall normally conduct the affairs of the Section
so that the President shall have only his proper
executive duties to perform and the other offi
cers their rightful administrative duties, ac
cording to the customs of such corporations.
Under this arrangement your General Secretary
would be your President, the chief executive
officer; your Assistant General Secretary would
be your Secretary, charged with all the clerical
and detail duties; your Treasurer would be a
check on the Secretary, and the Editorial, Pro
paganda and Book Concern duties would also
be passed over to departmental heads. Thus
your President would be free to supervise the
entire workings of the Section, and sometimes
to move throughout the Section and so come
into touch with the Lodges and the members
personally. The arrangement raises in dignity
the position of Assistant General Secretary;
it imposes the responsibility of the editorship
of the magazine upon a special officer delegated
for that duty, and widens the responsibility of
the heads of the Book Concern and the Propa
ganda departments.
These officers are proposed to be elected as
follows: The President, Vice-President, Treas
urer, the Board of Trustees and the Judiciary
Committee by the Convention; and the Secre
tary, the Editor, the Propaganda Manager, the
Book Concern Manager and National Lecturers,
being as they are functional and business de
partments, to be chosen by the Board of Trus
tees.
Other amendments are included, such as mak
ing the President only the temporary Chairman
of the Convention, and giving to the Convention
the power to appoint all committees. But the
further changes will be seen when amendments
are read section by section.
These proposals subserve the ends of popular
government more fully than the present ByLaws, but it is a matter of serious importance
that the Convention should carefully consider
whether these or any similar proposals ought
to be adopted at this Convention or whether
they should first be published for the inspection
of the full membership and referred to a prop
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erly constituted Judiciary Committee that can
meet and confer oyer the various proposals and
then report hack to the following Convention in
the form of a matured recommendation. I
know that strong opinions are held by members
in the Section contrary to the spirit that is
embraced in these proposals, as well as strong
opinions in their favor. I know also there are
those who favor a year’s consideration of any
such new proposals. Let those be reminded,
however, who would seek to deprive the Board
of Trustees of the power to make By-Laws, that
this power is granted to all corporations in the
State of Illinois, and, so far as I know, to all
in other States throughout the United States,
and cannot be taken away. Moreover, the Gen
eral Council—which is the Board of Trustees
of the T. S., of which Mrs. Besant is President—
has this same power, and I believe it is legiti
mate and necessary.
As to my opinion I seriously doubt whether
governments based upon pure democracy will
really live; likewise I doubt that a pure autoc
racy can live. My belief rather is that the
future government will embrace0these two prin
ciples with a third—that of social brotherhood
—making a balanced trinitarian form of govern
ment rather than an unbalanced, one-sided form.
In fact, I am in favor of any form of govern
ment that minimizes the pernicious tendency to

elevate politics above Theosophy. For the mem
bers to come together in Convention every year
to wrangle over by-laws and officers as their
chief activity, is subversive of the high prin
ciples and opportunities which ought to find ex
pression in these annual meetings of our mem
bers. As I take it, there is nothing so important
in our Section as the development of the spirit
of brotherhood and co-operation, and if we
could only look forward to our annual conven
tions with feelings of joy, and consider them a
sacred opportunity for members living over vast
areas to come together and learn to understand
one another better, to increase the spirit of
brotherhood and co-operation, and to exchange
Theosophical ideas and plans, then these gath
erings would be veritable blessings to us all
and to the work in general. But if politics
once becomes the chief end of these gatherings,
fraught with all the repugnant practices in
herent therein—practices that Theosophical
theorists so much condemn in the outer world—
then will our system of government need radi
cal reformation.
I thank all the members for the strong co
operation given to the administration during
the year, and hope our deliberations here in
Convention will be so wisely ordered as to mean
much to the future progress of the work of the
Section.

MINUTES OF THE TWENTY-NINTH ANNUAL CONVENTION
of
THE AMERICAN SECTION OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY

Held in the Exposition Memorial Auditorium, Hall “I”, Civic Centre,
Monday and Tuesday, July 26 and 27, 1915
The Convention was called to order at 9:30
a. m., Monday, July 26, by Mr. Warrington, in
the Chair.
Mr. Warrington: As this is a meeting for
members only of the American Section, if by
any possibility there should be any person
present who is not a member of the Society,
may I ask that such person will accept this ex
planation and withdraw from the meeting?
Mrs. Hope: My daughter was born and
reared in the T. S., though she is not an actual
member. Must she retire?
Mr. Warrington: I. am very sorry, but I
believe she must. Mrs. Broenniman suggests
that we have application blanks, however.
(Laughter.)
Mrs. Hope: Give me the blank. (Came for
ward and filled out application blank.)
The meeting opened with a musical number
by Miss Goedhart, succeeded by a few moments
of meditation, for which Mr. Warrington sug
gested the remembrance of the Great Ones in
whose name the meeting was being held.
Mr. "Warrington:..The first business is to
hear the report of the Credentials Committee.

Mr. Walton: The Committee has been
steadily at work since Friday afternoon, with
from ten to sixteen helpers at different times,
considering, counting, checking and totalling
the proxies. Up to midnight last night the re
port showed 1,833 valid proxies. After consul
tation with the proper officers of the General
Secretary’s office, the Committee reports, Mr.
Chairman, that in person and represented by
proxy there are over 1,900 members; so that
there is a quorum present and the Convention
may legally proceed to do business.
The Committee’s record shows the proxies
were held as follows:
Mrs. E. M. Amery, 7; Nils Arneson, 1; Mrs.
Amelia Allen, 2; Darwin Allen, 2; Miss B.
Banning, 4; Miss Anna Bloomquist, 6; Miss
Annie Bird, 1; E. Y. Blum, 1; Mrs. E. R. Broenniman, 132; J. Harry Carnes, 1; Mrs. Elda
Gardner, 1; Mrs. B. B. Cavan, 1; Edwin B.
Catlin, 1; Mrs. Mae Criswell, 2; Mrs. A. Cox, 8;
Irving S. Cooper, 63; O. W. Dahl, 3; Mrs. A. E.
de Leeuw, 4; Mrs. Lillie M. Dick, 2; Mrs. Mary
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T. Dunbar, 1; Mrs. Grace Shaw Duff, 13; Miss
Eaton, 6; J. T. Eklund, 6; J. E. Ferris, 11;
Olaf Folden, 2; Miss Mary Fouraker, 8; Miss
Clara Ficken, 1; Mrs. H. W. Fisher, 1; E. Grant
Garnsey, 1; Miss Anna Goedhart, 2; Mrs. Jennie
Griffin, 5; George H. Hall, 1; Mrs. Hanchett, 1;
Carlos S. Hardy, 3; Mrs. Nora Hoegelsberger, 1;
C. V. Hickling, 1; Elliott Holbrook, 30; Mrs.
Ada Hurd, 1; Miss Isabel B. Holbrook, 11; Miss
Florence Hurd, 7; C. F. Holland, 67; Henry
Hotchner, 15; Miss Ada Kershaw, 1; Miss
Minna Kunz, 1; Mrs. Kuphal, 2; A. F. Knudsen,
77; Dr. Kuznik, 1; Mrs. Kyle, 1; Mrs. Land, 1;
Mrs. Lang, 1; Dr. Lindberg, 8; J. W. Lovell, 1;
Mrs. Mary C. McFarland, 11; Miss Annie C.
McQueen, 3; Miss Margaret Miklau, 4; Burdell
F. Miller, 1; H. F. Monro, 1; D. Mortimer, 1;
Thore Netland, 1; Frank Passmore, 27; Capt. F.
J. Primavesi, 1; Dr. Plumb, 1; Miss Marie Poutz,
433; Mrs. Clara N. Rakestraw, 2; Wentworth
Rice, 2; Mrs. M. Robertson, 2; L. W. Rogers,
184; Mrs. Dora Rosner, 6; Mrs. May S. Rogers,
34; Mrs. Marie B. Russak, 31; Mrs. A. Ross
Read, 20; Mrs. Aniser Schmidt, 1; H. C. Stowe,
39; Mrs. H. C. Stowe, 7; Miss Julia K. Sommer,
81; C. 0. Scudder, 9; Mrs. C. 0. Scudder, 7;
Mrs. J. A. Shepard, 6; George H. Shibley, 9;
Mrs. H. H. Shutts, 2; H. H. Shutts, 6; F. H.
Smith, 1; Miss Jean Stovel, 20; Miss Helen J.
Swain, 3; Mrs. A. H. Taffinder, 6; Thomas H.
Talbot, 2; William S. Taylor, 13; Mrs. Agnes
B. Thomas, 1; A. E. Thomas, 1; Mrs. Addie M.
Tuttle, 1; Miss Marjorie Tuttle, 11; Mrs.
Florence Ussher, 2; Dr. Weller Van Hook, 3;
W. J. Walters, 9; Mrs. W. J. Walters, 1; Robert
K. Walton, 1; Mrs. Elizabeth M. Wardall, 1;
Miss Minnie Weirick, 3; Mrs. Amelia Weitman,
6; F. G. Wilhelm, 6; Mrs. Lucy H. Woods, 1;
A. P. Warrington, 77; Dr. George H. Wright, 49;
Max Wardall, 175; Ray Wardall. 6; Miss Cora
Lillian Zemansky, 1. Total, 1,871.
Not listed, 21; paid less than six months, 5;
defective, 35; not paid dues, 206; duplicates,
354. Total, 621.
Mr. Warrington:
Under the By-Laws of
the Section, the General Secretary is made the
Chairman of its Annual Meetings. I am going
to ask the Convention, as I have done for the
past two years, to relieve me of that duty and,
if a nomination is forthcoming, we will proceed
to elect a permanent Chairman.
Mr. Munson: I move that Mr. Max Wardall
be nominated as permanent Chairman of this
Convention. (Seconded, voted upon and car
ried.)
Mr. Wardall (in the chair) : Fellow Theoso
phists, I deeply appreciate this testimony of
your confidence in me, and ask you to accord
me the same degree of patience and consideraf
tion during the transactions of the Convention
that I will try to give to you. If you will do
so, I think our business will be facilitated and
we will make progress happily toward a suc
cessful conclusion.
The next order of business is the considera
tion of the Order of Business. That is one of
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the provisions of the By-Laws, but it does not
appear to have any great significance to me.
I think we' can move on to the consideration of
the Minutes of the previous meeting. It has
been the custom heretofore to have a motion
to dispense with the reading of the Minutes of
the previous Convention, inasmuch as those
proceedings have been printed in The Mes
senger.
Mr. Walters: I move that the General Sec
retary, or whomsoever he may appoint, read the
Minutes of the last Convention, in order that
the whole matter taking place at that time
may be made fresh in the minds of the delegates
present at this Convention. (This motion was
lost.)
It was moved by Mrs. Courtright that we dis
pense with the reading of the Minutes. (Sec
onded and carried.)
Chairman: The next order of business is
the reading of the reports of the general officers.
Mr. Scudder: I would like to inquire whether
the Minutes of last year have been approved.
Chairman: They have not. Do you make a
motion to that effect?
Mrs. Broenniman: If any one requests that
the Minutes of the last meeting be read, have
we any right to dispense with the reading?
Chairman: What will you do with the Min
utes of the previous meeting?
Mrs. Courtright: I move that the Minutes
of the last meeting, at Washington, D. C., be
approved as printed in the official organ of the
Society, The Messenger. (Seconded and car
ried.)
Chairman: We will now proceed to the re
ports of the general officers. The first report
will be that of the General Secretary. (Fol
lowed the reading by Mr. Warrington of his re
port. On the reading of the suggestion therein
of an invitation to Mr. Leadbeater to visit the
Section, there was prolonged applause; also at
the suggestion that any form of government
is superior to that form now in force in the
T. S. if it eliminate politics, there was ap
plause.)
You have heard the reading of the Secretary’s
report. If there are no objections, it will be
referred to the Resolutions Committee. That
Committee has not yet been created, but it will
be very shortly. We will now have the report
of the Treasurer.
Mr. Holland: That report has already been
printed in The Messenger, and, as it consists
mostly of figures which appear in the maga
zine, it seems hardly necessary to me that it
should be read now.
Moved byMn. Shutts, and seconded, that the
report of the Treasurer showing the financial
statement be read. (Voted upon and carried.)
Mr. Holland: You will notice that the finan
cial report is much more copious in this Con
vention than has formerly been the custom. It
contains details that do not properly belong
to the Treasurer. The part of It that belongs
to the Treasurer is as follows: (Reading of
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report.) The report of the assets and liabilities
is not properly a part of the Treasurer’s report,
but, if any one would like to hear it, it may
be read. (Some one called for it, and it was
read.) You will also find the statement and
conclusions of the expert accountant in The
Messenger. (Mr. Holland then explained the
recommendations of Mr. Rose by Mr. Thomas
son as a Certified Accountant, explaining that
Mr. Thomasson is a member of the T. S.)
Mr. A. P. Warrington,

Los Angeles, Calif.,
July 23, 1915.

General Secretary of the American Section T. S.
Dear Mr. Warrington:
With reference to Mr. Harry J. Rose, who has
audited the accounts of the Section this year, you will
doubtless remember that on my recommendation he
audited the Section accounts in 1914.
I understand Mr. Rose is a member of the Institute
of Chartered Accountants of Quebec, Canada; that he
was in business for himself in Vancouver, B. C., as a
Public Accountant, undertaking much of the outside
work there for the Bank of Montreal.
In Los Angeles he has worked for The Audit Com
pany of Los Angeles, and the Mushet Audit Company
(Mr. W. C. Mushet having been Auditor to the City of
Los Angeles for two years), and Mr. W. C. Mushet told
me personally that Mr. Rose was one of the best men
he had ever had.
He is at present in business for himself as a Public
Accountant, and is Auditor for the El Secundo Land &
Improvement Company, one of the largest real estate
companies in Los Angeles.
I think that you will find his work quite reliable and
satisfactory.
I am, yours sincerely,
(Signed)
T. W. Thomasson.

Chairman: You have heard the reading of
the Treasurer’s report. What will you do with
it?
Mr. Walters: I do not wish to take up time,
but I rise for a point of information from our
Treasurer. On looking over this report there
were certain things not quite clear to me, and
they might not be clear to some of the dele
gates. On pages 89 and 90 the assets there
shown are:
“Furniture and Fixtures........... $1,111.90
Library ......................................... 250.00
Lantern Slides”
and so on. It was the first two and a third
items I was particularly interested in. These
are included in the Assets. Turning to the
other side, we find (under Depreciation):
“Furniture and Fixtures ........
$752.03
Library ......................................... 309.96”
whereas the Furniture and Fixtures are only
aopraised at $1,111.90 and the Library at
$250.00. It seemed to me that a depreciation of
$752 from a valuation of $1,111 was a mistake
that might have crept in, in some way. Again,
we find the Library posted as an asset at $250
and we find a depreciation of $309.96. The third
point—which is the one I was most interested
in—was the matter of investment. While I am
on my feet, perhaps you could enlighten me as
to what that “Special Investment” was. Was
it in connection with the money contributed to
the American Section for the Society?
Chairman: What page, Mr. Walters?

Mr. Walters: Page 89, under Liabilities of
The American Theosophist. (Reading) “Spe
cial Investment by Theosophical Section,
$1,535.37,” and again it occurs under Assets of
The American Section, $1,535.37. What does
that investment consist of?
Chairman: Are you able to explain that, Mr.
Holland ?
Mr. Holland: Mr. Chairman, this report
goes a long way beyond the province of Treas
urer. The Treasurer is supposed to have noth
ing to do with anything except the cash.
(Laughter.) Your report includes the assets
and liabilities, and all those things that are not
necessarily a part of the Treasurer’s report, and
has nothing to do with the valuing of those
assets. I have no doubt ‘that all the questions
that pertain to these things could properly be
explained by Mrs. Broenniman. Mrs. Broenniman can enlighten the Convention more than I
could on these points.
Chairman: This report, together with the
affidavits and statements, will be submitted to
the Auditing Committee, and any one may ap
pear before that Committee. I think that will
facilitate our progress this morning. If there
are any objections, they will be heard when the
report of the Treasurer is referred to the
Auditing Committee.
Mr. Holland: I think Mrs. Broenniman
could answer those questions now.
Chairman: Mrs. Broenniman?
Mrs. Broenniman: With regard to the Fur
niture and Fixtures, that is a matter that is
fresh from the hands of the Auditors. We are
rather helpless when it comes to appraising
these values. All I did was to hand in the
properties as I saw them in the office. Of course,
they always mark off a decided depreciation.
With regard to the Library, I took that up
also because I thought that rather remarkable.
It seems that the Library consists largely of
books that are sent in by authors and publishers
for review, and they are largely in the nature
of novels or light literature, which, I under
stand, does depreciate about three-fourths in
value in the course of a year, so that the Library
last year was appraised much higher; although
Mr. van Vliet, the Librarian, in whose care the
books are kept, handed us the figures this year
as very much lower, the Section actually con
tributing fewer books as to real value this year
than last, and the depreciation being very ma
terially increased.
I did not get Mr. Walter’s point on the third
item.
Mr. Walters: It is immaterial, except that
I asked for enlightenment on the point of inVestment—Exhibit No. 3, page 89—of $1,535.37.
Mrs. Broenniman: That has to do with The
American Theosophist. In June of last year—
you remember last year in Washington it was
told that in June, 1913, there was a complete
division, as far as the books were concerned,
between the properties of The American The
osophist and those of the American Section,
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and that all has to do with that. It seems to me
it is peculiarly one of those book accounts that
is very difficult for the layman to grasp. You
see it is carried on both sets of books—on The
American Theosophist as a liability and on the
American Section of the T. S. as an asset, so it
is as broad as it is long.
Mr. Walters: That would seem to indicate
a case of being in statu quo.
Bbs. Broenniman: The, bookkeeper is here
and can readily explain it.’
Chairman: I suppose that might come be
fore the Auditing Committee.
Mr. Scudder: I feel that the splendid finan
cial showing of the Section has been largely
due to the excellent management of the Assist
ant General Secretary, Mrs. Broenniman, and I
would like to make a motion that she receive
the cordial thanks of this Convention for her
splendid work along this line during the past
year.
Mbs. Broenniman: I should like to say that
I appreciate this very much indeed, but I feel
that any success of this administration has
been due chiefly to the wonderful patience of
the members of the American Section, who have
been so tolerant and so long-suffering.
Chairman: I will now receive that motion.
(Seconded and unanimously carried.)
At this point telegrams were read from the
following:
Brotherhood Lodge of St. Louis, hoping to
welcome the Convention, to their city next year.
Duluth Lodge, containing a Resolution of
confidence in Mr. Warrington.
Cleveland, from the Mayor of the city, in
viting the American Section to hold its next
Convention there.
San Jose, from the Chamber of Commerce,
inviting the members to visit that city.
The Convention then received greetings from
different Lodges through representative mem
bers: Mr. Dahl of Huntington Lodge, Boston;
Mrs. Courtright of the Annie Besant Lodge,
Louisville.
(This Lodge owns the building
where its rooms are located, and some beautiful
photographs were shown illustrating the build
ing, rooms and auditorium.) Mrs. Courtright
said, in part: “Our auditorium would seat the
Convention, and there are plenty of other
rooms, so that the Convention could be held
right in our own building, at no expense to the
Section; and the building is so centrally lo
cated that no one would need to pay car fare
to attend the meetings.”
Mrs. Phillips presented greetings from the
Cleveland Lodge and their Federation, and ex
tended an invitation to the Convention to hold
its next meeting there. She said:
“While
Louisville claims to be the geographical centre,
I am sure that Cleveland is the magnetic centre
of our Section.”
Mrs. Broenniman: Mr. Chairman, I see that
we shall have to hold a progressive Convention
next year.
Mrs. Weitman brought greetings from the
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Oakland Lodge, which she said was the spiritual
centre, but she couldn’t guarantee free car fares,
and the only way to avoid paying them would
be to use the jitney.
Mr. Robert Fleming brought greetings from
St. Louis, and expressed the earnest wish that
the Convention would meet there next year.
Mr. Scudder:
I am quite sure that Mr.
Holland and Mr. Warrington' will unite with
me in saying that the highest vibrations in this
country will be found in the neighborhood of
Los Angeles. It does seem to me that the mem
bers of this Convention couldn’t have their
vibrations raised better than by meeting next
year in the city of Los Angeles.
Mr. Simpson of New York (Unity Lodge):
New York seems so far away from all these
other places that I don’t know what to say,
except that we have had Billy Sunday, who has
just been in Paterson—and Paterson is near
by—and probably we have “vibrations” to com
pare with any. Coming from New York, how
ever, I do not dare usurp the prerogative of
the Paterson members.
Chairman: We have here on file an invita
tion from the Paterson (New Jersey) Lodge to
hold our next Convention there, supported by
apparently excellent reasons.
Mr. Cooper: I think it would be well to ap
point a Neutrality Board on this matter, prob
ably some of the most muscular men in the
Society.
Chairman: Among the communications there
are a number of official invitations which prob
ably had better be referred to at this time; one
from the Secretary and members of the St.
Louis Convention and Publicity Bureau, in
which they extend a cordial invitation to us
to hold our next Convention there, and that is
reinforced by the Mayor of the City, the Asso
ciated Retailers, the Merchants’ Exchange and
the Missouri Botanical Garden. Also, here is
an official invitation from the Kansas City
Lodge to meet there next year, including invi
tations from different headquarters there and
promising us practically free accommodations.
(Laughter and applause.) This will be kept on
file! We have also a letter from Mr. Charles
Hampton concerning the invitation from Louis
ville; also a letter from Albany Lodge, inviting
us to meet in New York, suggesting that the
cause of Theosophy would be much vitalized by
meeting in the most important city in the
United States.
Miss Sommer: I bring greetings from the
Chicago Theosophical Association of Lodges,
and also bring an invitation to you to hold
the next Convention in Chicago.
Mr. H. H. Shepard: Greetings from the far
away Edmonton Lodge. You know they say
distance lends enchantment to the view, but
I must say that this nearer inspection confirms
the Edmonton members in the high opinion
they have always had of our Sectional Con
ventions. There is also present from Canada
a lady from Regina.
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Chaibman: May we see the “lady from Re
gina”?
Mbs. E. M. Ameby arose and brought greet
ings from that Lodge.
Mb. Rice of Salt Lake brought greetings from
Salt Lake Lodge and said, while he didn’t ex
pect to have the Convention there, they did
hope and expect us all when we came East to
stop on our way through and visit them.
Mb. Davis (from Waco, Texas—a member-atlarge): I do not bring any Lodge greetings,
but understand from the Traveling Representa
tive, Mr. Dawkins, that the Lodges are doing
very well down there in Texas.
Miss Maby Foubakeb of Dallas (Texas)
Lodge, said their Lodge had been formed a year
ago by Mr. Rogers, and the interest had been
steadily maintained; that they had fifteen mem
bers, had harmonious meetings and expected to
build up a strong centre.
Greetings from Genesee Lodge of Rochester,
New York, were offered through Miss Upton;
also from Birmingham (Alabama) and San
Antonio (Texas) Lodges, Miss Wethebbee of
the latter city expressing the hope that the
Convention might sometime meet in San An
tonio, as it is such a beautiful city.
Mb. Taylob, of St. Paul (Minnesota) Lodge,
enjoyed the distinction of not inviting us for
the 1916 Convention, but spoke for holding it
there in 1917.
Miss Coba Zemlock brought greetings from
the Wisconsin State Federation, as did Ms.
Meyebs from Minneapolis (Minnesota).
Db. Weight, from Washington, D. C., re
ported an extremely healthy Theosophical year
after the Convention held there last year, men
tioning the fact that, while the members of
the Washington Federation had gone down into
their pockets to entertain the Convention, they
had been .more than repaid by the subsequent
Theosophical activities in their centre, and
suggested that it was well to remember that the
Lord loveth cheerful givers.
Miss Eaton, from Pittsburgh (Pennsylvania),
Miss Pabkeb, from Reno (Nevada) Lodge, and
Miss Fain, from Oklahoma City (Oklahoma)
were next heard from.
Mb. Allen, of the San Francisco Lodge, ex
pressed the appreciation of his Lodge for the
courtesy and co-operation of the Bay City
Lodges which had enabled San Francisco to in
vite and hold the Convention here. He said that
while ordinarily Oakland and Berkeley and ad
jacent cities weren’t noted for co-operating ex
actly with San Francisco—perhaps because
they might be jealous of her desire to extend her
city limits—that in this instance Oakland,
Berkeley and Golden Gate Lodges had certainly
co-operated most heartily and, on behalf of them
all, he wished to confirm Mrs. Weitman’s state
ment about Oakland being the spiritual centre.
’ Db. Mitchell, tfrom the Louisville (Keip
tucky) Lodge, said he certainly hoped it would
be Louisville’s good fortune to entertain the
Convention next year, as suggested by Mrs.

Courtright of the Annie Besant Lodge in that
city.
Miss Flobence Hubd, president of Berkeley
(California) Lodge, responded to Mr. Allen, and
brought greetings to the Convention from the
“intellectual centre.”
Miss Mabjobie Tuttle suggested that, in dis
cussing future Conventions of the American
Section, it might be well to come back to the
present one, and she, proposed a vote of tlianks
to the Bay City Lodges for their kindly cour
tesy and hospitality, which vote was seconded
and unanimously carried.
Chaibman: We will now proceed to the in
troduction of Resolutions.
Mb. Wabbington: As an Appendix to my
Annual Report, I wish to offer as a Resolution
(A) an amended set of By-Laws which have
been quickly thrown into print, and suggest
that they need not be read *before the Conven
tion because I have had enough copies printed
to give each member here one to read for him
self. They will be distributed by Mr. Cooper
at the end of this morning’s session and, of
course, will be disposed of according to the
wish of the Convention in respect to a Resolu
tions Committee or otherwise. (He spoke of a
few printer’s errors in the rough proof, which
were not to be interpreted literally, as the text
had been taken partly from the old By-Laws
and partly from fresh typewritten matter and
had been done in great haste for Convention.)
Chaibman: The Resolution will now be re
ceived.
Mb. Scuddeb: As the Resolutions Committee
will very likely be overworked, I would like
to make a motion that the By-Laws, as pro
posed on this sheet, be referred to a special
committee of three members for the purpose of
consideration, and emendation if necessary, and
report back to Convention. (Seconded.)
Chaibman: You have heard the motion,
which has been properly seconded—that, in
stead of referring these proposed By-Laws to
the regular Resolutions Committee, they be re
ferred to a special committee of three, to be
appointed by the Chair.
Mbs. Bboenniman : I should like to amend the
Resolution so that the Judiciary Board, if pres
ent, constitute that Committee and, if they
are not present, that a committee of three or
five members be appointed.
Chaibman: As I happen to be the only
member of that Committee present, and have
other important work pressing, I am afraid
that would be impracticable, Mrs. Broenniman.
Mr. Knudsen?
Mb. Knudsen: Mrs. Broenniman has ex
pressed my sentiments.
Mb. Rogebs: I am heartily in favor of re
ferring that important matter to a special com
mittee, because the regular Resolutions Com
mittee has its hands so full of business. Sound
By-Laws are just as necessary to the future
success and prosperity and happiness of the
T. S. as sound health is to the individual. I am
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in hearty agreement with Mr. Warrington in
presenting this sort of a set of By-Laws and
believe it is the big-thing before this Conven
tion, so it seems to me we should make no mis
take in appointing a special committee to act
upon and report back to this Convention.
Mk. Hotchner:
I wish to say that I am
heartily in sympathy with the sentiments just
expressed by Mr. Rogers and with the general
tendency of the amendments proposed. I am
heartily in favor of the sentiment that this is
the one big thing before the Convention, and
needs the most careful and weighty considera
tion.
Mrs. Bboenniman : I should like to ask if
this is to be passed over to a committee with
the idea that it is to be reported back and
acted upon by this Convention? I, too, think
that it is a most important matter, and if we
are considering amending the By-Laws, the
greatest wisdom should be brought to bear upon
it; but it would seem to me remarkable that,
if this is a move for popular government, our
Convention now assembled should assume the
responsibility of passing upon such an import
ant thing.
Chairman : There was nothing in the motion
made that would suggest the idea that the Com
mittee should report back to this Convention.
Mr. Rogers: It doesn’t make any difference
what the report of the Committee is; the Con
vention can accept any part of it or reject it all.
Mbs. Bboenniman: The reason that I made
that point, Mr. Chairman, was because if we
are unanimous in feeling that it was an impor
tant matter, it must be sufficiently important to
share with every member of the American
Section, and the Judiciary Committee for the
coming year would be the natural one to refer
such a Resolution to for consideration. I be
lieve that when the last By-Laws were made
they were printed in the early fall, for the
benefit of every member of the Section, and the
opportunity was given every member to send in
any suggestions or corrections he- might deem
desirable. They were printed again before the
Annual Meeting, and so due time and considera
tion were given before any motion was made
as to their acceptance.
Chairman: May the Chair make this sug
gestion: That this Committee be appointed,
and let it recommend to the Convention the
action that it wishes to be taken. By the ap
pointing of this Committee we do not commit
ourselves to adopt the By-Laws at this time.
We may deem best to refer them to the next
Convention and give the members time to
deliberate, but the motion before the house is to
the appointment of this Committee and, unless
we have some other motion or remarks bear
ing directly upon that, I shall put the motion.
Dr. Lindbergh: I should like to know how
much we have the right to do according to our
Illinois charter-----Mr. Rogers: I rise to a point of order.
Dr. Lindbergh: ------ as to whether we can
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upon those proposed By-Laws, or if it has to be
done by a board which is part of our governing
body.
Chairman: You mean the Board of Trustees?
I think this Convention has full power to
adopt.
Mr. Scudder: Was that committee to be a
committee of three or five?
Miss Sommer: I ask for a point of informa
tion. Was it Mr. Scudder’s idea that the Com
mittee was to report back to this Convention
and the Convention pass upon it then?
Mr. Scudder: Yes; that was the idea.
Miss Sommer: Mr. Chairman, then I feel
that these By-Laws are too radical a change
from the previous ones, and that every member
of the Section has a right to know what is
being done and to be heard-----Mb. Rogers: Point of order. The discussion
of that matter must come after the appointment
of the Committee. This Committee has not the
power to determine whether the members shall
hear about the By-Laws or not; but after the
Committee has presented its report, then is the
proper time for discussion.
Chairman: I think the point of order is not
well taken; the point arises upon the motion
to appoint a Committee to review these ByLaws, and Miss Sommer’s question was as to the
advisability of appointing a committee.
Mb. Rogers: But that Committee is to act
simply in an advisory capacity. After the Com
mittee has reported back to the Convention,
the question will come up of what we shall do
with that report. If that Committee recom
mends, as it may, that this be deferred and put
before the membership, then is the time that
we will debate that. It is not in debate now.
Chairman (to Miss Sommer):
You may
proceed.
Miss Sommer: I feel, therefore, that instead
of referring these By-Laws to a special commit
tee, we ought to give our Judiciary Committee
something to do and allow the members of the
Section to have these through The Messenger
before next Convention; and, therefore, I move,
as a substitute motion, that these By-Laws be
referred to the new Judiciary Committee for the
year and a report made to the next Convention.
(Seconded.)
Chairman: It has been moved and seconded,
as a substitute motion, that the proposed ByLaws be referred to the Judiciary Committee
to be elected for the ensuing year—two mem
bers to be hold-overs and one to be elected—to
report at the next Annual Convention. Are
there any remarks on that substitute motion?
Mr. Rogers: The effect of that motion would
be simply to apply the gag rule and take the
whole matter out of this Convention. I move
that the substitute motion be laid upon the
table. (Seconded.)
Mr. Power: Mr. Chairman, for the benefit
of some of us who may not understand parlia
mentary terms, will you explain just what it
means to lay a motion on the table?
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Chairman: Well, it practically disposes of
it; it is equivalent to killing it. If the motion
to lay on the table carries, then that will place
Mr. Scudder’s original motion before the house
to give us a committee. It has been moved
and seconded that this substitute motion be
laid upon the table. (Carried.)
Miss Sommer moved to lay Mr. Scudder’s
motion on the table. (Quashed.)
Mr. Walton moved the previous question.
Chairman : The motion now is to refer
these By-Laws to a special committee of five,
who will report back to this Convention. Are
you ready for the question?
Mrs. Broenniman: It would seem to me
that if our General Secretary has recommended
them—and it is quite obvious from some of the
remarks made here today that there are many
familiar with them—I should like to ask if
that isn’t sufficient for any work that a commit
tee might do at this-timeT"
Chairman: The “ayes” have it. The Chair
will appoint the following members for that
special committee: Mr. Scudder, Mr. Rogers,
Mrs. Broenniman, Mr. T. H. Talbot and Miss
Stovel (of Seattle).
Dr. Wright: May I present a Resolution at
this time?
(B) Resolved: That the General Secretary have
prepared a series of several graded courses of study at
Krotona, as a basis, to send out to Lodges for their
class work.

Chairman: Any one has the right to offer
Resolutions at this time from the floor. If
your Resolutions are not ready now, you will
have an opportunity to turn them in later, so
you don’t need to explain or elaborate your
Resolutions.
Mr. Scudder: I shall probably be misunder
stood in presenting these Resolutions, but I be
lieve that I am presenting them for the best
interests of the T. S.:
(C-l) Whereas, the natural, proper and logical
place for the locating of the Theosophical Headquarters
of America is where the other Theosophical activities
are located; and
Whereas, ground has been tendered the Society for
the location of the National Headquarters’ Building at
Krotona; Therefore,
Resolved: That the Headquarters of the Society
shall be permanently located at Krotona so long as
Allied Theosophical Activities shall be so located.
(C-2) Whereas, the present system of a body cor
porate under which the Theosophical Society in
America is working has been found to be unsuitable to
a democratic form of government for the Society;
Therefore,
Resolved: That the Board of Trustees is requested
‘and is hereby directed to surrender the charter of this
Society, and our Judiciary Committee is requested to
formulate a plan for the government of the Society
as a democracy, and present same in time for said plan
to be in working operation at next Convention.

(I would say that this has been partly cov
ered by the new set of By-Laws.)
(C-3) Whereas, this Convention Is deeply inter
ested in the success of Krotona, therefore this Conven
tion desires information as to’ the amount of T. S.
Building Fund, to which large sums of money have
been donated, and this Convention also desires infor
mation as to the disposition of those funds.
(C-4) Whereas, past experience has shown that the

occupancy of the offices of the E. S. Head in America
and that of the General Secretary of the American
Section are incompatible and should not be centred in
one person, for the following reasons:
(1) That the duties of either office furnish suf
ficient responsibility and duties for one person to fulfil;
and
(2) For the further reason that there is constant
temptation to use the power of one office to gain influ
ence in the other; Therefore
Resolved: That it is the opinion of the Convention
that henceforth the office of General Secretary shall
not be held by the American E. S. Representative.
(C- 5) Whereas, it appears that there is some dif
ference of opinion upon the question of The American
Theosophist and the claims of Mr. Elliott Holbrook
thereunder; Therefore,
Resolved: That this Convention recommends that,
with the view of settling this matter definitely, the
question be referred to a special committee, to report
back to this Convention during its present session.
(C- 6) Whereas, the modern theory of government
appears to be founded upon experience, divides the
functions of government into the departments of Exec
utive, Legislative and Judicial; and
Whereas, the T. S. believes in this principle, as evi
denced by Its Board of Trustees being the Legislative
branch; the Judiciary Committee its Judicial branch';
and Its General Secretary as its Executive Officer; and
Whereas, it appears that the Executive branch has at
various times usurped the prerogatives of the Legisla
tive branch by representing the opinions of the Section
without consultation with the Legislative branch, the
Board of Trustees, who can alone represent the opinion
of the Section between Conventions; Therefore,
Resolved: That this Convention take action to more
fully interpret and define the duties of the Executive in
this respect; and further
Resolved: That in all questions involving the
opinions of the American Section the Board of Trustees
is the sole representative of the Section in all mat
ters involving legislation, and cannot delegate them
to others.

(You are probably familiar—some of you, at
least—with the circulars which I have sent out
in reference to a certain matter.)
(C- 7) Whereas, in The Theosophist for June,
1915, our beloved President, Mrs. Besant, writes as
follows: “Neither as President nor as Head of the
E. S. will I advise in favor of any candidate for any
elective office”; and again, “A Section is autonomous,
and autonomy would be a farce if a President should
throw his weight on one side or the other in a con
tested election”; and
Whereas, the General Secretary has within the last
few weeks stated to a National Lecturer and to the
present Treasurer, and to many others, as he admits,
that he possessed a letter advising his election as
General Secretary; and
Whereas, this Convention being loyal to our Presi
dent, would welcome any expression of opinion from
her on this subject; and
Whereas, the General Secretary has shown to the
undersigned a letter which he claims expresses her
preference for his re-election ; and
Whereas, said letter is dated August 19, 1913, and,
in my opinion, expresses no preference for the re-elec
tion of the General Secretary and has no bearing what
soever on the present situation; Now, therefore,
Resolved: That this Convention requests the Gen
eral Secretary to produce this letter and read the same,
that the Convention may defend our President’s neu
trality as outlined by her in The Theosophist above
quoted.

Chairman: These Resolutions will be re
ferred to the Resolutions Committee. The one
that I suggest being set aside is the one where
you ask for immediate action on The American
Theosophist matter. Are there any further
resolutions to be presented at this time?
Mrs. Broenniman:
My Resolutions are
mostly “shop,” but, as it is necessary to go
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through a certain form before certain things
can be done, I will present them to you:
(D-l) Whereas, The American Theosophist no
longer exists, it is recommended that at the settlement
of the differences with Mr. Elliot Holbrook the ac
counts be closed, and the assets and liabilities of the
said American Theosophist be assumed by the Ameri
can Section T. S.

(This one was suggested by Mr. Rbse, and
was only prepared with the idea of simplifying
the bookkeeping.)
(D-2) Whereas, the propaganda literature, origin
ally held as an asset upon the books of the Book Con
cern, has been transferred to those of the T. S.; Be it
Resolved: That this asset be returned to the Book
Concern, with the understanding that the Section be
granted the privilege of purchasing the same at cost
prices for free propaganda purposes.
(D-3) Whereas, the Theosophical Publishing House
today exists in name only, no longer acting as an
agency or publishing house ; Be it therefore
Resolved: That the debt of $305.79 appearing on
the books of the Section, and a like debt for different
amount shown on the books of the Book Concern, be
written off and all book stock revert to the ownership
■of the Book Concern, which is the only medium which
could change it into a commodity of commercial value.
(D-4) Whereas, without the assistance and won
derfully self-sacriflcing spirit of the workers this year
the present statements would have been impossible;
be it
_ ,
,
Resolved: That this Convention convey its love and
appreciation to Miss Saizan, Mr. Voce, Mrs. Walker,
Miss Warren, Miss Boughton, Miss Wilder, Mr.
Galindo. Mr. Folden, Miss Kershaw, Miss Zemlock, and
the many who have contributed a ready hand when
ever voluntary help was requested.
Miss Tuttle: (E) Resolved: That the American
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Section in Convention assembled hereby heartily in
vites Mr. C. W. Leadbeater to make an extended visit
to America, and that a letter to that effect be sent him
as soon as possible. (Applause.)

Mb. Hotchneb: Mr. Chairman, have the
usual Resolutions of love and loyalty to our
leaders been offered, and, if not, then may I
present them?
(F-l) Resolved: That this Convention sends its
warmest expressions of gratitude, loyalty and con
fidence to Mrs. Besant, Mr. Leadbeater, Mr. C. Jinarajadasa, Mr. Krishnamurti, Mr. Arundale and Mr.
Nityanada; and
(F-2) Resolved: That we send our love and sym
pathy to all Theosophical brethren involved In the war.

Chairman: We also have a Resolution over
the untimely death of Mr. Unger. I will now
name the following Committees:
Rules and Order of Business—Mr. Holland,
Mr. Rakestraw, Mr. Knudsen.
Auditing Committee—Mr. Walters, Mr. R. W.
Davis, Mr. Robert C. Fleming.
Resolutions—Mr. Ray Wardall, Mrs. Marie
Russak, Mr. H. C. Stowe.
Nominating Committee—Dr. Wright, Mrs.
Courtright, Mr. Passmore.
Announcement was made of the Post-Conven
tion activities under charge of Mr. Knudsen,
and the report of Field Workers at 2 p. m. in
charge of Mr. Rogers. The Convention then
adjourned, after meditation in memory of Mr.
Unger, until 9:30 o’clock Tuesday morning.

TUESDAY SESSIONS
Mr. Max Wardall in the Chair.
The meeting was opened by a cello rendition
by Mr. Charles A. Frisbie, accompanied by his
mother.
Chaibman: I am in receipt of a letter from
the Director of the Congress of Religions here,
desiring to meet the Convention at the Expo
sition grounds, to present us with a little fitting
recognition of the co-operation that we have
given the Congress in holding our Convention
here. They want to have some sort of exer
cises. (Reading the letter.) What is your pleas
ure?
Mb. Wabbington: I would suggest that we
set an hour now, that all the members who can
possibly attend may be there at a certain place
and time. We want as large a number as pos
sible. I wish to say this: That I hope some
one will present a Resolution here thanking
the various Exposition officials for their untir
ing courtesy during the whole of these proceed
ings. They have had to exercise some patience.
Then this hall and the hall down stairs have
not cost us one single cent. They have been
given to us by the Exposition for our use.
Mb. Scuddeb: I move that we pass such a
Resolution at this time. (Carried.)
Mbs. Rakestbaw: I have attended several
conventions that have met in this building, and
they have all received the same courtesy. Each

has had this invitation to go to the Exposition
and has usually gone to one of the State build
ings. Some have had quite elaborate cere
monies.
Mb. Waltebs: 1 have made a tentative ar
rangement, subject to the approval of the Con
vention, that a certain time be allowed the
Theosophical Society in the Palace of Education,
and I have been allowed the use of Theatre No.
1 in that building, where the Society as a body
could be represented. It comes under the head
of the Department of Education, and has noth
ing to do with Theosophy. But the Theosophical
Society has an interest in the Exposition to
the extent that it has a Booth that did consid
erable propaganda work, and it would be nice
if the members could go out there and dedi
cate the Booth. The hour would have to be
between 12 and 1:30, because the theatre is to
be used other hours by other organizations.
Chairman: I will entertain a motion to ap
point Mr. Walters a Committee of one to set the
time and make the preparation, and frame up
an appropriate Resolution of thanks to the
Director of Congresses. We will now hear the
report of the Chairman of the Auditing Com
mittee.
Mb. Walters: The work of the Auditing
Committee has been very small simply because,
after you have a certified accountant go over
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the books of the Society and certify that they
are correct, the only thing your Committee
could do was to take these statements as handed
in by the Auditor, the Chartered Accountant,
and compare them with the statements pub
lished in The Messengeb. We find that the
two sets of statements are in accord. There is,
however, one statement not included in The
Messengeb; that is the report of the Book Con
cern. As to the details represented in these
statements, the Auditing Committee has noth
ing to do with them except, of course, the veri
fication. As the original books are not in their
possession whereby they could verify the report,
there is nothing to do but to report to you
that the summary of the accounts of the Book
Concern have been submitted to us and should
go to the members of the Theosophical Society
in the same way as the reports of other matters.
(Report of Committee voted upon and ac
cepted. See another column for the report.)
Report of Resolutions Committee was read
by Chairman, Mr. Ray Ward-all:
Another Resolution was received this morn
ing in the form of a motion concerning the
attitude of the Society towards the war. It
seemed to be the opinion of the Committee that,
as an organization, the American and Canadian
Section could not take any action on such a
Reslution and, consequently, no action was'
taken by us towards putting the Society as a
whole on record, and it did not seem to us to
be a matter for national action. I want to
say here that the Resolutions Committee is often
one where there is considerable acrimony, but
this time there existed perfect harmony and
the work went forward rapidly.
Resolution No. 1 (concerning Mr. Holbrook’s
claim). We made a substitute Resolution, as
follows:
Whereas, a misunderstanding exists between Mr.
Elliott Holbrook and the American Section T. S. over
transactions concerning The American Thesophist;
and
Whereas, the Society is especially anxious to do full
justice to such a valuable and consecrated worker as
Mr. Holbrook; Now, therefore, be it
Resolved: That the American Section T. S. hereby
offers to submit, and requests Mr. Holbrook’s co-oper
ation in submitting, all differences to arbitration; the
decision of such arbitrators to be final and binding, the
Trustees to be authorized and directed to do everything
in their power to accomplish such final adjustment

Since the submission of this substitute mo
tion we have been advised that it was not Mr.
Holbrook’s desire to take the matter up in the
way submitted in our substitute Resolution, it
being his desire, if possible (as I understand
it), to keep the matter entirely within the or
ganization. In arbitrations ordinarily each side
chooses two members and these four choose a
fifth, or each side one member and these two a
third. However, I move the adoption of the
substitute Resolution.
Mb. Scuddeb: If what the Chairman of the
Resolutions Committee states be true—that Mr.
Holbrook desires that no arbitration committee
be appointed—I think we ought to do what Mr.

Holbrook desires. I think it might be better to
adopt the original Resolution.
Chaibman: You will please consider that we
have not yet voted on this.
Mb. Holland: I second that.
Chaibman: Moved and seconded..
Mb. Ray Wabdall: Let me say it was the
desire of the Committee—and it is the earnest
desire, I am sure, of every member present—
that this matter be amicably settled. Now it
would be practically impossible for this matter
to be definitely settled and reported back to
Convention if there was a lot of detail before it.
By preparing this substitute Resolution we
thought we would be settling the matter once
for all.
Mb. Holland: I don’t believe that a com
mittee appointed at this time could make that
report to this Convention. The books are not
here, and it is not so much a question of figures
as it is a question of a scheme of settlement
between them, the manner in which the settle
ment should be made between them, a question
of equitable adjustment, and I doubt very much
if that committee could make such a report to
this Convention.
Chaibman: Then you are in favor of" the
substitute motion of Mr. Scudder’s? The sub
stitute motion takes us back to the first motion.
Mb. Scuddeb: Why could not the matter be
referred to this committee and then the result
of their conclusions published in The Messen
ger later?
Chaibman: As I understand it, then, Mr.
Scudder, the only difference is that you would
prefer to have a special committee instead of
an arbitration committee?
Mb. Scuddeb: In view of Mr. Holbrook’s ex
pressed wishes, I feel that we can not have
an arbitration committee.
Chaibman: You feel that that would not
meet with Mr. Holbrook’s wishes? Then are you
in favor of the substitute motion of Mr. Scud
der’s, which would require the original motion?
Mb. Walton:
Perhaps it would be proper
for me to give the reasons why I suggested
that it be a board of arbitration instead of a
committee to be appointed by the Chairman.
I gather that there has been some feeling that
an injustice has been done, and that there is
a distinct misunderstanding. It seems to me
that perhaps it would be kinder and fairer for
us to go further than to offer Mr. Holbrook the
chance to have a committee deliberate upon it.
A committee might be accused of being partial
or incapable. In the business world, when it is
desirable to avoid complications, it is quite cus
tomary to have a committee of arbitration. In
that way, it seemed to me, we would be going
further than even Mr. Scudder wished us to go.
We would be giving Mr. Holbrook a chance to
have outsiders, business acquaintances, personal
friends of his, who would not be open to charges
of injustice or partiality. Personally, I feel
very strongly on the matter. As a member of
the Section, I feel it would be a most regrettable
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thing if this Section does not pay its just debts.
I do not want any claim to go into history that
there has been any injustice, any question con
cerning it whatever. Therefore, I want to go
further than Mr. Scudder.
Mb. Scuddeb: With the consent of my sec
ond, I will withdraw the substitute motion, if
that is the sentiment of the meeting.
Mb. Holland: There can be no arbitration
unless there are two sides to it. I consulted
Mr. Holbrook this morning, and he said: “I
am going to leave this to the honor of the
Theosophical Society, and I will have nothing
more to do with it; it is in their hands.” There
can be no arbitration unless there are two sides,
and it does seem to me that a committee ought
to be appointed to look into the equitable set
tlement of this. To do actual justice between
the parties would be the proper thing, because,
if Mr. Holbrook does not care to arbitrate, if
he wants to leave it to the honor of the Section,
I think we should comply with his wishes.
Mb. Walton: May I ask that Mr. Holbrook
himself be heard in this matter?
Chairman: I have not called upon him to do
so, because I think he is a little reticent about
this matter; he must surely feel that he is quite
at liberty to speak, or not.
_
Mr. Munson: I should think a safe and
reliable way would be to appoint two of a com
mittee living close to Krotona who could, after
Convention, elect a third from the outside,
where they could go over the books and records
and make their report through The Messenger.
Chairman: That would be a matter for the
Chair. The Chair would try to appoint two
members, or three members, who could endeavor
or be able to colloborate.
Mr. Hotchner: As we seem to be on the
horns of a dilemma, and as every one is agreed
as to the sentiment, may we ask, through you,
as Chairman, whether Mr. Holbrook would be
content to abide by the decision of that commit
tee of three or five, wherein he shall have the
privilege (if he so desires to exercise it) of
nominating half of that committee? Would he
be satisfied to abide by the decision of such a
committee, as representing the sentiment of the
Section? If he answers that question in the
affirmative, then we should be able to act. If
he declines that, then we have no alternative
but to go on record, as a Convention, as doing
our part by offering the arbitration plan. If we
form it, and Mr. Holbrook declines his part,
we, at least, have done our duty and placed
ourselves on record as willing to go forward to
meet him. It seems to me that is the situation,
and Mr. Holbrook, or some one authorized to
speak for him, should be satisfied forever.
Mr. Walton: May I add that, in the new
light shed upon the situation by Mr. Holland,
I wish to have the matter please Mr. Holbrook
and have him feel that whatever we do is with
the wish to satisfy and please him?
Chairman: I understand that Mr. Holland’s
•statement is authoritative, as coming from Mr.
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Holbrook, having just come from an interview
with him and expressing that same desire.
Mb. Holland: His statement to me was that
he would be content to leave it to the T. S.
Chaibman: The substitute motion was that
we should pass the original Resolution, which
called for the appointment of a committee of
three to report back to the Chair.
Mb. Munson: But they could not possibly
report back to this Convention under the cir
cumstances, could they?
Chaibman: I understand that you are will
ing to amend that by allowing it to be reported
through The Messenger.
Mbs. Broenniman: I should like to ask how
the members of the T. S. could stand by the
report of any committee any more than they
could stand by the officials appointed now? Are
not the members of the organization, temporar
ily, at least, bound to stand to support their
officials? Those officials have already made
their report. Could any committee of members
be more authoritative than the T. S. member
ship, or more satisfying? It seems to me that
our organization is bound to stand by its offi
cers; if they are not satisfied with these offi
cers, it is their opportunity to replace them;
but we are no kind of an army if we cannot
stand by those we have appointed, or those we
look to as our leaders.
Chairman : I understand that the Convention
wishes to take this step because it wishes to do
complete justice.
Mrs. Broenniman: My point, Mr. Chairman,
was that people outside, quite disinterested,
should be the ones to sit upon this, if there
should be any question about it.
Mb. Folden: It seems to me that the Resolu
tion, as reported by the Committee, covers all
the points that have been brought up. It is
said that Mr. Holbrook leaves it to the honor
of the American Section to settle the matter
according to its best judgment. Now it is quite
clear that our honor depends on our knowledge
and understanding of the matter, and that was
just the function of the committee that that
report recommends to appoint—to investigate
the matter thoroughly, get all the knowledge
that they can to bear upon it, and then report
on what is the legal settlement, the honorable
settlement and the just settlement. Now, that,
is all that comes under the American Section,
and that all concerns the honor of the Ameri
can Section, and it seems to me that just as it is
reported by the committee it should be passed.
Chairman: You are speaking, then, in favor
of the Committee’s report?
Mb. Folden: There is a motion, I believe, to
that effect.
Chairman: There is a motion to adopt the
original Resolution. As many as favor the
Committee’s report, please say “Aye.”
Mbs. Bboenniman: Read it, please.
Chairman of Resolutions Committee read
Resolution again. (Voted upon and carried.)
Resolution No. 2—Mrs. Broennlman’s D-4,
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thanks to helpers. (Approved and adopted.)
Resolution No. 3—Mrs. Broenniman’s D-3.
Re T. P. H. $305.79 to Book Concern. (Adopt
ed.)
Resolution No.
Resolved: That the Section
Book Concern at Krotona allow the Lodges a discount
of 25% instead of 20%, as it does now.

indefinitely postponed, for the reason that the
material already exists and may be had at
this time. (Adopted.)
Resolution No. 8—Regarding location of next
Convention. Your Committee found it very
difficult to choose. The advantages and charm
of the many cities recommended by visiting
delegates seemed almost equally alluring. How
ever, remembering that for many years our
Conventions were held in the central North, at
Chicago, that we met last year in the extreme
East, in Washington, D. C., and are now meeting
in the extreme West, your Committee believes
that the next Convention should be held at a
point equally distant from the East, North,
West and South, and yet be perfectly accessible
from all points. Your Committee therefore
recommends that St. Louis be chosen for the
next Convention.
Ms. Rogees: I should like to learn whether
.we are to get free car fare and hotels. (Laugh
ter.)
Mb. Fleming: Let me say that Brotherhood
Lodge has already raised a fund of $250 to de
fray the expenses of the Convention. (Ap
plause. )
Resolution No. 9—Miss Tuttle’s (E), amend
ed: “That the American Section in Convention
assembled hereby heartily invites Mr. C. W.
Leadbeater to make an extended visit to
America.”
Mb. Munson: Wouldn’t it be well to add
there, “as early as possible”?
Mb. Hotchneb: And that a cablegram in
viting him be sent tonight?
Mb. Netland: I would like to add in there,
“at the expense of the American Section.”
There is nothing said about that in the Reso
lution.
Mb. Powee: It seems to me that this finan-.
cial phrase should not be incorporated. I think
that the Section should not commit itself as a
whole. It may be that there are some individual
members who would, out of their fuller re
sources, be glad to share in defraying these
expenses.
Mes. Bboenniman: Wouldn’t it be better
that the entire Section do this thing and the
private members make up the deficit to the
Section? (Applause.)
Mb. Netland: I feel that the Section should
have the honor.
Chaibman: Then the Resolution as amended
will read:

Moved that this Resolution be indefinitely
postponed. (Carried.)
Resolution No. 5—Mrs. Broenniman’s D-l.
Moved for adoption. (Carried.)
Resolution No. 6—Mrs. Broenniman’s D-2.
Mb. Ray Wabdall: It was moved to adopt
this Resolution, after adding the clause “in
5,000 lots as estimated by two reputable print
ers” after the words “at cost prices.”
Mbs,. Bboenniman: Would that mean that
the Section could not buy in anything less
than 5,000 lots, then?
Chaibman: No. That would be to obtain the
cost price.
Mbs. Bboenniman: There are some pam
phlets that it would not be advisable to have
printed in such.vast quantities.
Mb. Ray Wabdall: Mr. Talbot of the Los
Angeles Lodge contended that the present prices
were too high on propoganda literature, and
we felt, in order to avoid any confusion over it
in future, we should see what the cost price in
5,000 lots would be, estimated.
Mbs. Bboenniman: My point is that if we
shouldn’t buy in 5,000 lots, we couldn’t get the
price so low.
Mb. Coopeb: There are two points I should
like information upon. If I remember rightly,
the pamphlets were bought with the Book Con
cern’s money and later transferred to the Sec
tion and a corresponding credit made to the
Book Concern----Mbs. Bboenniman: Unfortunately, there was
no credit ma^e to the Book Concern. The old
T. S. statement is here, and it was on the
advice of the Auditor that that statement was
made.
Mb. Coopeb: The whole lot were bought from
Dr. Van Hook for $150.
Mes. Bboenniman: The Book Concern books
showed 550, and not $150, for the propaganda
taken over. There was nothing shown as a
credit when they were taken over by the T. S.
On the last page of the stock statement that
item is shown, with the remark: “No in
structions to credit.” I am sorry.
Mb. Coopeb: The question of transferring all
that should be gone into most carefully.
Resolved: That the American Section in Convention
invite. Mr. C. W. Leadbeater to make an ex
Chaibman: Mr. Cooper, are you supporting assembled
tended visit to the American Section, to take place as
the Resolution?
soon as possible, at the expense of the American
Mb. Coopeb: I feel most keenly in this mat Section, and that a cablegram to this effect be sent to
ter. I think it should be referred back to the him tonight.
Committee for further action.
I will appoint Mr. Munson a Committee of
Chaibman: A substitute motion has been one to send that cablegram, and make it as
made to refer this back to the Trustees for succinct and concise as possible.
further action. What is your pleasure? (Sec
Resolution No. 10—Mr. Hotchner’s (F-l).
onded and carried.)
^Approved and adopted, ana ordered sent by
Resolution No. 7—Dr. Wright’s (B). Re T. S. cablegram tonight.)
Study Course at Krotona. Recommended to be
Mb. Munson: Mr. Chairman, then will you
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attend to the sending of the one to Mr. Lead
beater at the same time?
Chairman : I will see that it is done.
Resolution No. 11—Mr. Hotchner’s (F-2).
“That we send our love and sympathy to all
Theosophical brethren Involved in the war.”
Miss Sommer: How are they going to send
that?
Chairman: Probably on the mental plane.
(No action.)
Resolution No. 12—Mrs. Duff’s.
Whereas, much confusion exists in the minds of
many, and constant inquiries are being made by both
old and new members, as to the relationship, financial
and executive, between the T. S. and Krotona ;
Resolved: That a concise statement of such rela
tionship be formulated and published In The
Messenger.

(Voted upon and adopted.)
No. 13—Mr. Scudder’s (C-l).
(Carried.)
Resolution No. U—Mr. Scudder’s (C-2).
Moved to lay on the table, for the reason that
the proposed By-Laws will obviate this necessity.
(Carried.)
Resolution No. 15—Mr. Scudder’s (C-4).
Moved to reject, as Committee feels it is out
side its jurisdiction. (Carried.)
Resolution No. 16—Mr. Scudder’s (C-6).
Moved to reject, for the reason that same should
come before Convention as an amendment to
By-Laws.
Mb. Shutts: I move that that Resolution be
laid on the table. Seconded by Mrs. Broenni
man. (Carried.)

Resolution

Resolution No. 17.
Resolved: That this Convention place on record, in
a heartfelt vote of deep appreciation, Its gratitude for
the consecrated and efficient services rendered to
Theosophy for so many years by Its esteemed brother,
the late David S. M. Unger.

(Passed by a unanimous rising vote.)

Resolution No. 18—Mr. C wper’s.
Whereas, from figures given in the report of the Gen
eral Secretary, over 450 members were dropped last
year for non-payment of dues ; and
Whereas, the Assistant General Secretary has puolicly expressed an opinion that a much larger number
will be dropped for the same cause next year; and
Whereas, it is known that many worthy members,
because of the financial stringency of this time of war,
are unable to pay the annual dues; Therefore, be it
Resolved: That this Convention emphatically de;
Clare that it values members more than dollars, and if
it becomes a question of members or a fine financial
showing at the end of the year, the Convention prefers
the members ; and be it further
Resolved: That the General Secretary be authorized
to make full use of the power given him in the By-Laws
to remit the annual dues of worthy members, and
that the Board of Trustees be authorized either to
raise or set aside a sum of money from which the
Messenger subscriptions and Adyar percentage of
such members may be taken; and be it further
Resolved: That the General Secretary in person be
asked to correspond with the president of the branch
where members were dropped last year, or with the
members themselves, in order to ascertain if they
cannot be reclaimed as members, and that hereafter no
member shall be dropped for non-payment of dues
without the authorization of the General Secretary.

Mbs. Broenniman: I shall have to say that
I have been drastically misquoted there. I
never said such things. I cannot understand by
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what authority Mr. Cooper has put those words
into my mouth. I wish to say that I never said
such things as are conveyed in that second
paragraph, and I wish also to say that every
member who has been behind with his dues
has received at least two letters this year re
questing and urging and offering him every
opportunity to remain in the Society.
Mr. Coopeb: The only change was the sug
gestion that Headquarters correspond with the
presidents of the branches to which such mem
bers belong. The member might feel some
hesitancy about corresponding with the central
office.
Mbs. Broenniman: I would say that has not '
generally been the effect. As a matter of fact,
I think that people would rather express them
selves in an impersonal way than to an in
dividual whom they know. There is also a
drastic mis-statement there with regard to the
Adyar percentages; the Adyar percentages are
paid only for active members, and members
who do not pay their dues are not.
Mb. Cooper: I wish to be absolutely fair to
Mrs. Broenniman. The statement I had in mind
was made yesterday in my hearing in a com
mittee meeting.
Mrs. Broenniman: I did not say that any
members would ever be dropped from the
American Section for non-payment of dues. I
believe I did state that there would, in my
opinion, be a number who would resign, who
would drop out because of the financial depres
sion, but that is a very different thing.
Mr. Cooper: The second point is that there
is a privilege given to the General Secretary,
under the By-Laws, to remit the dues of worthy
members. When their dues have been remitted
I cannot see why they should not be valid mem
bers of the Society. I think the percentage to
Adyar in several cases has not gone in because
they are not considered active members.
Miss Sommer: Who is to pay this percent
age if the members do not, or if their Lodges do
not?
Mb. Cooper: Now, if the percentage to Ad
yar does not go in, they are not considered
members in good standing at Headquarters.
Though they are financially embarrassed, tem
porarily, I think they are yet good members.
I believe it is a wrong if we shut them out
from membership in the Society for a few
dollars.
Now with regard to the presidents of Lodges.
I have had a little experience in that line; I
was Assistant General Secretary for a time, and
I know that everything depends upon the tone
of a letter that is sent out to members. They
do not like to speak of the fact that they haven’t
got the money; they will say, “Oh, just let me
drop my membership.” But if you write them
a letter and they feel that there is something
of a brotherly spirit back of it, and let them
know that we want them back hard, and if
they feel that there is one they can trust, they
will often come back. I have met so many cases
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where just a little touch made all the difference
in the world.
Mbs. Bboenniman: We can only invite Mr.
Cooper to investigate the files for the past year
and see the copies of letters that have been
written.
Mb. Coopeb: I should like to add, with re
gard to Lodge presidents----Chaibman: Mr. Cooper, are you speaking for
or against the Resolution?
Mb. Coopeb: I would ask an amendment—
that the second paragraph, with regard to the
statement I understood Mrs. Broenniman to
make, be withdrawn; otherwise I favor the
Resolution without the amendment made by the
Committee. Excise the part that the Committee
put in.
Mr. Cooper’s Resolution was then read, omit
ting the second paragraph and the clause in the
sixth paragraph, “president of the branch
where.”
Mb. Rogers : As Mr. Cooper has so gracefully
retired, I wish to say that I understood pre
cisely what he says is so. I understood Mrs.
Broenniman to say that two thousand members
would be dropped, and that part of the reason
would be financial. ,
Mb. Coopeb: Let the General Secretary use
his own discretion.
Miss Sommeb: It seems to me that the offi
cers of the Lodge ought to exercise their privi
lege as to keeping members in the Lodge. As
ex-president of a Chicago Lodge I can speak
with some experience, and I know I always
made every effort to keep such members as
were not able to pay their dues and who showed
any interest in the work.
Mb. Folden: I think that is a good idea. I
would like to say that Mr. Cooper’s suggestion
there was unfair in more ways than one, be
cause it indicated that the touch that had been
extended from Headquarters was not the proper
one nor a friendly one. Now that is not so.
I have been very closely in touch with the
policy of the administration during the past
year and I know how the work has been done.
You know how the dues slips are sent out at
the beginning of the year; after a while we get
them back, whether with the money or without.
When they come back without, they probably
will have a remark saying that they are dropped
because of non-payment of dues or for some
other reason. Once in a while we get one which
says that the Lodge secretary recommends that
the Section dues be remitted, which has always
been complied with by this administration. You
know, also, that if a Lodge has dropped a
member for non-payment of dues, then he is
bound to be dropped by Headquarters.
Miss Kebshaw: There is one slight mistake
in what Mr. Folden has said—that if a Lodge
has dropped a member for non-payment of dues,
then he is bound to be dropped by Headquar
ters; and in correcting this, may I suggest that
Mr. Cooper’s Resolution seems really entirely
unnecessary, because what he suggests is al

ready being done. Whenever we get those dues
slips back stating that certain members are
unable to pay, Mrs. Broenniman has dictated
letters to them invariably urging them to re
main in the Society. When the Lodge secre
taries have written in advising that members
be dropped we have written to the secretaries
and suggested that the members be held, if they
are. active and worthy Theosophical members.
With regard to that second paragraph from
which Mr. Cooper has so “gracefully retired,” I
understood the statement in question to mean
that many members would resign from the
American Section during the coming year be
cause they were sick and tired of so much con
tention, so many pamphlets being sent them
from different factions, and so forth, and Mrs.
Broenniman corrected me and said that it
would probably be the war and so much finan
cial depression throughout the country which
would cause the number to drop out. I too was
present at the Committee meeting yesterday
and heard the remark, but there was never the
slightest intimation intended that any members
were going to be dropped by Headquarters.
Mbs. Thomas: It isn’t a question of how
the work has been done, because it has been
done superbly; I’m sure we all know that; but
there are some who, if they receive a personal
touch from our beloved General Secretary,
would make the effort to remain in the Society.
Mb. Holland: I still believe that a more
liberal construction of these By-Laws should be
adopted. For instance, we have members who
are behind in their dues and they want to
come back into the Lodge. We invariably remit
all past dues and commence the payment again.
When we send down to the General Secretary,
stating that we have remitted the Lodge dues,
it seems to be against the ruling of the General
Secretary’s office to remit the annual dues, and
our Lodge has been obliged to pay the annual
dues in order to reinstate the members. It
seems to me that the Section should also remit
those dues.
Miss Sommeb: . .Why cannot the Lodge bear
the extra expense? Who is to shoulder the
financial expense? The Lodges have the mem
bers, and they usually have some members
who can bear the extra burden. The Section
cannot bear it; the Section, we must remem
ber, is dependent for its'income upon the annual
dues of the members.
(Resolution seconded and carried, as
amended.)
Resolution No. 19.
New York Lodge requests a verbatim report of Con
vention proceedings to be printed in The Messenger.

Amended to read “a full report” instead of
“verbatim report” and adopted.
Resolution No. 20, by Mr. Warrington.
Resolved: That the thanks of the American Section
be tendered to Mr. W. J. Walters and his associates
for the useful propaganda service rendered the cause of
Theosophy through the medium of the Booth which
they have established at the Exposition.

(Unanimously carried.)
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Miss Sommeb: Is it possible to introduce a
Resolution that had to be thought over during
the night?
Chairman: Granted.
Miss Sommer: It will be very short, friends.
I have just come up from Krotona, and I cannot
tell you how much I have enjoyed my visit
there. There was just one note that made me
feel sad, and that was the immense amount of
work that the workers, both paid and voluntary,
had to do. They had to work till all hours of
the night, and I feel, after talking about it with
the General Secretary and others involved, that
the Section ought at its Annual Meeting to give
the Board of Trustees the power to engage suf
ficient help to perform its work within reason
able hours and to establish, let us say, a mini
mum wage of $12.50 a week, and I offer this as
a Resolution (No. 21) that the Board of Trus
tees be allowed the privilege of engaging suf
ficient help to carry on the work without over
working its paid workers. We ought to be an
example, and hold up the ideal of true brother
hood at Krotona.
Mrs. Russak: As a member of the Resolu
tions Committee, I would like to ask for a little
more detail. What amount is now being paid,
and what is the minimum?
Answer: Ten dollars is now the maximum.
Chairman: I did not realize that Miss
Sommer was going to bring up such an im
portant Resolution.
Mrs. Criswell: I would like to say that she
include in that Resolution that they comply
with the laws of the State of California and
work only eight hours a day.
Miss Kershaw: May I, as one of those
workers, be granted the privilege of speaking?
Chairman: You are out of order, but you
may proceed.
Miss Kershaw: I know the last week and
part of the last month we did work till all hours
of the night, as Miss Sommer says, but you
must all remember that this Convention has
followed close upon the heels of the closing of
the books of both the Section and the Book
Concern at the end of the fiscal year, and that
this is the earliest Convention that has been
held for years, so that it would have been im
possible to have prepared the necessary re
ports and papers for Convention in addition to
the regular routine work without crowding
somewhat toward the end. But I should like
to add that this has been done as a labor of love.
We have all been glad to do it, and it would
not be fair to judge the whole year by these past
few weeks’ late hours. If any one has been sub
ject to strain, I should think it must be Mrs.
Broenniman, who has worked so untiringly
both for the Section and the Book Concern in
support of the leaders and for the American
Section, and some of the intimations I have lis
tened to and reported here today would seem
to me most unfair—that some one has been
crowding some one for the sake of a few
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dollars, or that worthy members have been
dropped or would be dropped because of the lack
of dollars. There is a lack of information which
must have prompted them, but I think the
Section ought to know that is quite untrue.
I have heard much about “efficiency,” as if it
had been at the expense of the true Theo
sophical spirit; I know that is not the truth.
Mr. Warrington: I want to add a word in
support of Miss Kershaw’s remarks. The sub
stance of what she has said is true, and there
has been no reflection intended on any one,
I am sure, least of all on our exceedingly
capable and beloved Assistant General Secre
tary.
Chairman: I think we ought to give more
time and consideration, Miss Sommer, to your
Resolution.
Miss Sommer: Perhaps I’d better bring it
in as New Business, later.

Resolution No. 22—Mr. Scudder’s C-7 was
rejected.
The Chair then announced that the Trustees’
meeting would be held at 9:30 Wednesday morn
ing in the same building, and those who had
other Resolutions to offer or suggestions to lay
before the Board should do so at that time.
The Committee on By-Laws was then called
for, and its Chairman, Mr. Scudder, reported
the Committee’s recommendation of the pro
posed By-Laws, with certain deletions and
amendments.
Chairman: First let me make an announce
ment. Under the existing By-Laws, amend
ments may be made as follows: (Reading from
old By-Laws.)
By-Laws can be amended or altered at a regular
Annual Meeting of the Section, and to do so shall
require a two-thirds vote of those present.

Now you understand that two-thirds of you
must approve these By-Laws that have been
proposed by the Committee. The law is that
notice of the proposed changes shall be given
not less than thirty days prior to the date of
the Convention, either in the official organ or
by consent of a four-fifths vote waiving this
requirement. It would seem to the Chair that
we might be in danger of wasting a consider
able amount of time and, as we have a number
of people here who are opposed to any change
in the By-Laws because of not having given
timely notice of the change, four-fifths of the
members present must agree upon the consid
eration of the change.
Mr. Cooper: By members present, Mr. Chair
man, you mean-----Mr. Rogers: Members are legally present in
person and by proxy.
Mb. Scuddeb: Were not these By-Laws
adopted when we were acting under the old
system? In that case the proxies were counted.
Miss Sommer: Do I understand that this
Convention must waive the thirty-day notice by
a four-fifths vote of the members present?
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Mrs. Broenniman: Would that include
proxies?
Mr. Scudder: I make the motion.
Mr. Power: Do I understand the ruling of
the Chair to be that four-fifths of the members
of the Section, represented by proxy, are to
decide this issue?
Chairman: That is the existing motion.
Mr. Power: In view of the urgency of the
occasion, when the members who are here only
by proxy cannot actually consider the changes
in these By-Laws, it seems to me that four-fifths
of those present should actively consider them;
it seems to me it would be very much fairer to
consult only those present, because many mem
bers may have individual opinions and could
not be represented by proxy in such a matter.
Mr. Scudder: There was no second.
Mr. Rogers: I second it. I want to say that
a year ago, in Washington, D. C., notice was
given that the By-Laws were to be changed.
I introduced a Resolution at the Washington
Convention, and that raised this whole ques
tion; so it has not been merely thirty days,
it has been a year’s notice.
Mr. Power: I wish to appeal from the ruling
of the Chair. It may happen that since these
changes have not been brought before the mem
bers of the Section as a whole, many members
who knew what sort of matters were going to
be brought up gave their proxies to people
whose opinions they more or less knew but
couldn’t know the opinions of those members
on such things as changes in the By-Laws. I
therefore appeal from the ruling of the Chair
for a vote of the Convention that four-fifths of
those present shall include proxies to decide
this question. (Seconded.)
Mr. Scudder: I move that the motion to
appeal be laid on the table. (Seconded.)
Chairman: It has been moved and seconded
that the motion to appeal be laid on the table.
What is your pleasure?
Mr. Stowe: Mr. Chairman----Chairman: Just one moment. (To Mr.
Scudder) You moved to lay on the table; then
Mr. Power moves to appeal from the Chair’s
ruling.
Mrs. Rakestraw: I rise to a point of order.
The first motion, which Mr. Scudder made----Qtt airman: The motion is an appeal from
the decision of the Chair, in which the Chair
decided that four-fifths of the persons present
and by proxy should waive the construction of
the By-Laws before we consider them. Then
the question is, shall the ruling of the Chair
stand as the decision of the Convention?
Mr. Scudder: Mr. Chairman, you have al
ready decided that matter. My motion to lay
on the table is in order, and that is all that we
are now voting on.
Mr. Power: I rise to inquire whether it is
possible to refuse an appeal to a congress as
sembled from the ruling of the Chair. That
would put the Chair in a position to rule in

dependently of the wishes of the Convention
assembled.
Chairman: No, the motion is to lay your
motion on the table, Mr. Power.
Mr. Power: It seems to me manifestly un
fair, if well have to have four-fifths of the people
to vote on this thing, that whether this should
be voted upon or not should be decided by a
majority vote.
Mrs. Criswell: An appeal from the decision
of the Chair cannot be.
Moved that the appeal be laid on the table.
(Seconded and carried.)
Chairman: The Chair has ruled that we
waive the regulation of thirty days’ notice.
Shall we waive the provision of the By-Laws
that requires four-fifths to vote favorably?
Mrs. Shutts: I wish to ask why we are
troubling ourselves in this way when four or
five or six people in this Convention have
enough proxies to count for the whole thing.
I would suggest that the half-dozen people who
hold all the proxies, and are familiar with the
suggested By-Laws, should get together and
decide this matter for us and save our trouble.
Mrs. Thomas: We must remember that the
members who hold proxies have the full confi
dence of those whom they represent.
Mr. Burton Hall: When I came to Conven
tion I was asked if I had sent in a proxy. I
replied that my conscience would not allow me
to send in a proxy,, and that is the way I wrote
to Headquarters. I do not believe any one
human being can actually vote for another. I
think this is a question of grave injustice.
Chairman: Are you supporting the motion
to waive the provision?
Mr. Hall: I believe every member should
have the opportunity to discuss these By-Laws.
Mr. Stowe: It seems to me it would be very
unwise for us to waive this provision and pass
these By-Laws at this session. As you know,
there are only a handful of us to go over them.
The Committee spent about two hours yesterday
going over them, and I personally wasn’t able
to be present because I was acting on another
Committee, and a great many others here were
in like position; and, furthermore, the mem
bers throughout the Section had no chance
whatever to know what these changes were to
be. As Mr. Rogers has said, we have had notice
that some changes would be made, but we had
no formal notice and no means of knowing
what such changes would be and, as I look at
this matter from a business standpoint, I think
there are grave objections against these ByLaws, and I am sure we ought to have a longer
time to consider them. I think they ought to
go over to the next Convention.
Mrs. Rakestraw: I heartily agree with
what the last speaker said. Some of us have
not had the opportunity to study these By-Laws.
We may have had an opportunity to read them
through, but that is not enough. I do not be
lieve they ought to be rushed through at this
time. I believe they should be held over for
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another meeting, in order to give every member
an opportunity to go into them. I do not think
we ought to waive this ruling. They should
be given to some competent committee, and we
should all have the opportunity to study them
and know what our organization is to be.
The Constitution and By-Laws bear the same
relationship to that body corporate that our
bony structure does to our human body. We
are all interested in that. We are not legislat
ing alone for ourselves but for those who are
not here as well, and it seems to me only fair
and just all around that we should give them
a chance to do their duty, and if we are forced
to put them througi at this time, it is not an
opportunity to do our best. We cannot, it seems
to me, consider them at the present time.

Chairman: In support of what Mr. Rogers
said last year at Convention, the Judiciary
Committee was instructed to prepare new
By-Laws along this line. The Judiciary Com
mittee did not do it; we got into a wrangle and
couldn’t get anywhere, so that the Convention
at that time did offer notice. But I have ruled
the way I have because I had to do it. I con
sider it an absolute duty to do it for the rest
of the Section because, while the legal—the
technical legal—requirements have not been
met, what Mr. Rogers has said is absolutely
true.
Mr. Power: It seems to me that a fourfifths vote of Convention would still only be a
four-fifths vote of those present; they cannot
represent a four-fifths vote of the Section. I
want to ask you to reconsider the ruling.
Chairman (re-reading the By-Law in ques
tion) : I feel that the ruling of the Chair is
correct.
Mr. Christian: I believe the members of
the American Section would like to _ have the
new By-Laws. They do not care to wait another
year for them, nor do they care that this body
should decide just what these By-Laws are to
be, and I would suggest to this body that there
is another way out of it. You have an initiative
and. a referendum. It has taken you a whole
year to decide to correct these By-Laws, and
you have just been able to get a proof struck
off. Now you have the proof. I suggest that
your Board of Trustees be instructed by this
body to send a referendum to every member
of the American Section of this Society.
Chairman: Are you in favor of waiving
that provision?
Mr. Christian: I am not in favor of this
Convention going on record and adopting
By-Laws with proxies in their pockets.
Chairman: We are not adopting By-Laws
at this time, just waiving the Regulation.
Mb. Cooper: If you will turn to By-Law XII,
Section 1, it states there that: “The Annual
Meeting known as the Convention shall be com
posed exclusively of members of the Section in
good standing and members whose dues are
paid to July 1st last preceding.” Also By-Law
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VIII, Section 3—under Quorum—“These may
be present in person or by proxy.”
Mr. Scudder: Mr. Chairman, in order to
get to business, I move that we vote on this
question. (Seconded and carried.)
Chairman: Shall we waive the four-fifths
vote provision under the By-Laws, and proceed
to consideration of the new By-Laws?
Question: Are we waiving the publication
of thirty days’ notice?
Chairman: The question before the house
is the original motion made by Mr. Scudder
that we waive the publication of notice of
changes in the By-Laws, and proceed with the
consideration of the Committee’s report.
Mr. Scudder: I think it would be a very good
motion to put right now, that we find it abso
lutely physically impossible to carry out the
requirement of sufficient notice, and that we
now proceed to vote on the basis of those
present. (Motion voted upon and carried.)
Mr. Scudder (as Chairman of Committee on
By-Laws): The first amendment was to By-Law
VII—Powers and Duties.
Mrs. Rakestraw: Wouldn’t it be the better
way, as we are now considering the changes
made, to simply make notes of each one as we
come to it and then at the end we shall have
an opportunity of revising and voting upon all
these?
Chairman: You understand the provisions
of this Convention are mostly tentative. But I
would suggest that we move as quickly as pos
sible through each amendment, because there
will be a considerable number to be heard and
when you get through there will be an oppor
tunity to vote for or against the whole thing.
Mr. Power: I would also like to know how
many of our members present have carefully
read over the various sections that are now to
be considered.
Chairman: The Chair will have to rule you
out of order, Mr. Power.
Mr. Stowe: Will the Convention have an
opportunity to offer amendments to this By-Law
VII hereafter, or are we adopting By-Law VII
at this time?
Chairman: We are leaving By-Law VII at
this time. Now when you get through the Con
vention may amend By-Law VII.
Mr. Stowe: I had an amendment to offer to
By-Law VI, Section 4, and it would also include
an amendment to By-Law VII as it now reads.
Chairman: Let us hear it.
Mr. Stowe: The amendment is to By-Law
VI, Section 4, second paragraph, which now
reads:
The Editor, the Manager of the Book Concern, the
Propaganda Manager, the Secretary, and the National
Lecturers shall be selected by the Board of Trustees,
subject to the right of removal by the Board.

I would move to amend that to read: “The
Editor and the Manager of the Book Concern
shall be appointed by the Secretary.” (Seconded
by Mr. Shutts.)
Mb. Munson: That is taken care of in
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another place. It is inconsistent in that pro
vision.
Mrs. Thomas: The General Secretary, if
these By-Laws are adopted, will become our
President; will this not conflict with his ideas?
Mr. Stowe: My idea is this—that if you
have those three officers each independent, each
one will want his own stenographer or assistant,
and so on, and you will be going back to the
same situation you were in a year or two ago,
when the salaries and expenses of the officers
ran away up out of all proportion to the busi
ness that was done. Now if you have the ap
pointment of those two officers by the Secretary,
and keep the three departments—the Secretary,
the Editor and the Manager of the Book Con
cern—-under the one head, the tendency will be
to eliminate this danger. As it is, we are man
aging the affairs of the Section much more
economically, and if you continue the present
management, or adopt my amendment----Mrs. Thomas: The General Secretary has
approved these By-Laws.
Mr. Stowe: —you will obviate that trouble.
But if you create all these departments you will
find that the expense of the business will run up
just as it did two or three years ago. Now this
year we have got things in proper shape, so
that we are temporarily on our feet; the affairs
of the Section today are in a satisfactory, or at
least in a healthy, condition, and it is foolish to
go back to something that we tried before and
found expensive.
Mrs. Thomas: The idea is to relieve the
work and strain of the General Secretary and
the possibility of any doubt as to his duties and
his powers. Is it fair to our General Secretary,
or the head of this organization, to be put in
such a position by us that he is open to all
attacks? He is not only responsible for his own
acts but for those of all his workers, all his
officers. Is it not far better to make every
officer responsible for his office and not throw
it all back on the General Secretary.
Chairman: You understand elsewhere in
the By-Laws it provides that the President shall
nominate the Secretary; he is to be appointed
by the Trustees. That throws back the respon
sibility of the President, and yet this Secretary
under Mr. Stowe’s amendment would appoint
these other two important officers, the Editor
of The Messenger and the Manager of the Book
Concern.
Mr. Cooper: The essence of the By-Laws is
to bring out the departmental idea. The Board
of Trustees should have the right of appointing.
I think it most important that the Board of
Trustees should have the control, that we may
have the proper people in and that these people
may be brought to work together. Mr. War
rington has been the author of these By-Laws.
I would appreciate it, personally, and think
the Convention would, to have him give us his
ideas. May I call for Mr. Warrington?
Mr. Warrington: I think the point that is
under discussion is the kernel of the whole

problem, and it is perhaps well that we should
discuss it right here. The adoption of these
By-Laws is my idea absolutely. After finding
out, as I believe, the sentiment of the Section,
and after going through the conditions which
I have gone through for the past two years, I
am absolutely convinced that it would be wise
for the Section to adopt these By-Laws as they
are, either at this Convention or after due pub
lication of them, to give the members a chance
to mull them over for a year. One or the other
of those two methods should be adopted here
today.
I shall not conceal my preference as to which
of these two methods is best. I believe that
we should adopt them today, and I believe that
we have a legitimate power to do it. In the
State of California, or any other state, wher
ever legislation is conducted, it is conducted
by the legislators who are present; that is their
power and their duty and, no matter whether
their legislation be radical or not, it is their
duty to do what, according to their best con
sideration, is for the best interest of the people
whom they represent.
Now this thing of the initiative and referen
dum is under experiment still; it is in a baby
stage in the world of democracy; the question of
referring laws back to the people for their ap
proval is on trial still. Democracy, if you look
at it from the standpoint that every single per
son has the right to vote, is an absolute im
possibility. When democracy first arose it was
among the guilds, a small body of men all of
whom could be represented. When those bodies
grew, and were no longer a small body of men,
they then began appointing their delegates to
come together in convention to represent them
and express the will of the people, and there
fore in these legislatures, in Congress, and
all bodies where there is representation, it is
the construction of the law—and the greatest
courts in the world have so held—that the
democracy is present; that is to say, the last
man in the country is present in person through
his representative with power to act for him.
Now your Section is growing. Ahead of you
are big things. You are probably going to be
come in the course of the years that lie just be
fore us one of the most important, if not the
most important of the Sections of the T. S. I
think the time is approaching when we are to
take larger and larger numbers into the Society,
and no two thousand or any such numbers are
going to drop out, in my judgment. I think the
time is fast approaching when it has been said
that members will be coming into our Society
so fast that we won’t have the teachers in large
enough numbers to take care of them and in
struct them. We must get our corporate mech
anism built up upon the most proficient and
up-to-date methods of the day. I know from
experience that there is too much centralization
of the work in the Section. You are chartered
under the laws of the State of Illinois, and
under that charter you have a President, a Vice-
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President, a Secretary and a Treasurer but, in
stead of acting squarely according to those laws,
you have got a mongrel set of By-Laws here that
group those officers under practically one head,
and you call him the General Secretary and
hold him responsible for everything that goes
on at Headquarters and throughout the Section.
Now I am not proposing any radical changes
here; that is an exaggeration. There are no
radical changes proposed, in the sense that I
am speaking, because I am speaking for har
mony of action under the laws under which you
are chartered. Under these, let your Secretary
perform the duties that the secretary of any
other incorporated body has in this country,
and the President and the Treasurer likewise.
Now we will go to another question, the one
that Mr. Stowe has brought up. Your Editor
and your Manager of the Book Concern, your
Propaganda Manager and National Lecturers—•
these are officers outside the phases ordinarily
recognized by corporations, because they per
tain particularly to our own specific business.
Now here is the point: I believe, with Mr.
Cooper, that under the Board and the officers of
the Section we should have as many depart
mental heads as may be legitimate. We will
divide the duties in such way, we will put them
on responsible shoulders of people holding those
departments, and will give more of our workers
the chance to share in the burdens of this great
work, to develop their powers, and, as a result,
we will get greater brilliance of effort combined
with greater harmony, which spells greater
strength and power for your organization.
Now these By-Laws have contemplated the
existence of an Advisory Board composed of
those very officers, headed by the President,
and that Advisory Board, if it does its function
perfectly, will come together at frequent periods
and talk over the work of the organization to
see how these various officers can co-operate
with one another. Take the Book Concern, for
instance. That is one of the biggest, most im
portant features of our Section. Instead of con
ducting a small business with the Lodges of
the Section, if properly organized and con
ducted, it can become a real book business on a
par with any other concern in the publishing
world. Under Mrs. Broenniman’s capable and
efficient leadership, it can be developed into the
strong right arm of the whole Section; there
would be no limit to its future.
We want to get many of our workers at work
and get them to express themselves in the
world. Our T. S. does not belong to me and it
does not belong to any of our workers; we must
arm every one possible to help in the running
of this organization in the way that will give
the greatest power to our propaganda and our
work. I don’t think there is to be any real in
crease in the various workers, but those are
details—minor details—and what we are trying
to settle here today are principles of govern
ment. Do you people wish that the burden of
the administration of your Section shall be
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borne by as many capable and willing people as
possible who want to work, who want to co
operate, who do not want to be side-tracked?
I believe it is the right thing to do. I would
say here that I would not myself be willing to
take the General Secretaryship again under the
conditions of last year. Those conditions were
not favorable in many respects. Do not mis
understand me; this is no reflection in any pos
sible way on my most capable assistant and
loyal friend, Mrs. Broenniman, who has been
simply magnificent in the way she has helped
me in working out in detail many problems, and
she has helped the Section therefore in a
measure few can estimate. I cannot praise her
services and her devotion too highly; so that
anything I have said here today is no criticism
of this able worker and warm personal friend.
But I am trying to discuss principles of gov
ernment. I am trying to look at this thing
as if I were going to leave your Section for good
next week and expected to go into the presence
of Mrs. Besant and say to her frankly that I
had helped to leave a piece of mechanism her?)
which, as it appealed to my judgment, could run
itself.
You are not going to be able to get men who
are able to assume all these duties and responsi
bilities which your General Secretary has as
sumed in the past. It is not right; it is not fair
to him. I came out of the business world
where I won some business success. I started
as a boy and made my way, and I did that per
haps through business ability. I did not know
when I came into this organization, into this
brotherhood, that I should meet the conditions
I did. I never expected that my devoted ser
vice would meet with the character of criticism
it has. I am not blaming anybody for aiming
it at me, but I should be very sorry if my suc
cessor, whoever he may be in the future, should
be exposed to those unjust attacks that may
possibly be aimed at him as they have been at
me. Therefore, if your President should really
be an executive, and not an office boy and a
bookkeeper and a clerk, and all the various
things that he is now expected to be, he will be
free to direct and to get out into the Section;
he can go among his people; his hands will not
be tied by a mass of petty routine and office
detail.
Now to come back to the question of Mr.
Stowe’s amendment. Your Secretary shouldn’t
have too much responsibility. According to the
way these new By-Laws are drawn, your Secre
tary is called the chief clerical officer, and so
forth. Now, then, by including the management
of the Book Concern and the editorship of The
Messenger under the Secretary’s jurisdiction,
you would increase those duties- and I fear take
away all the dignity of the managership of the
Book Concern. I feel that that office should be
appointed by the Board, and I believe that the
Editor and the Propaganda Manager should
also, and that each of these important posts
should have some dignity of standing. Suppose,
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for example, that some person is appointed as
Secretary who might not be favorable to the
appointment of Mrs. Broenniman as Manager
of the Book Concern. I believe the Section
would lose one of the most powerful arms for
the spreading of Theosophical teachings that it
could possibly have. I believe, if Mrs. Bronniman is appointed as Manager of the Book Con
cern, that a propaganda power will be in her
hands for the circulation of literature through
every possible channel which will cause you
some day to wake up and realize that the Book
Concern is one of the most powerful vehicles
for getting our literature not only before the
Theosophical public but before the world. Now
you do not want to hamper the head of that
Concern, you do not want to put a straw in
her way; and these posts of editorship, and
so on, I look to the Chief Executive to nom
inate, with the sanction and approval of the
Board of Trustees.
I have studied these By-Laws; I have gone
over them very carefully. I believe there are
a great many contrary views about them, but
the right to differ represents the fundamental
principles of your organization. These By-Laws
as suggested represent my best judgment, and
I am going to put myself behind the carrying
of them out.
But here I want to bring a word of caution.
Don’t let anybody be deceived and think he is
expected to vote with me if his conscience is
against it. No two people could have worked
together more devotedly and loyally than Mrs.
Broenniman and myself, but she differs from
me on this matter and she must vote according
to her conscience, and so must every one of
you. I am only speaking as an individual. I
believe if these By-Laws are put through, it
means more power for your Section; if it is not
done, it means fiddling over a big .proposition,
holding it over for a year’s time to give each
member an opportunity to go over it again. We
cannot be filling our Messenger with political
documents, and you have your initiative and
referendum; if these things are passed and are
not liked, a referendum vote should correct it.
After all, it is most largely a psychological thing
that is being worked out here. I believe in
every way it is advisable to put these By-Laws
through, and I shall vote for the Resolution.
Chairman: There is a motion before the
house that we lay the amendment on the table.
What is your pleasure? The “ayes” have it. So
ordered. By-Law VI is adopted.
Mr. Allen: In By-Law VII, Section 1, third
paragraph, it says:
No person holding any office . . . elective or
appointive, in the* Section, except the President, shall
be eligible for membership on the Board of Trustees.

Will you please explain that sentence?
Chairman: This is a totally unnecessary
thing. You will see elsewhere that the
Judiciary Committee is elected for three years.
Now that suggestion is a fine way for turning

off a valuable worker and losing him for three
years!
By-Law VII, Section 7—Duties of Secretary—
twenty-eighth line, “other than the records of
Minutes” was deleted, so that the sentence
reads, corrected:
He shall officiate as Secretary to the Annual and
other meetings of the. Section and to the Board of
Trustees, keep records of the meetings of the Section
and of the Board of Trustees,” etc.

(Carried.)
Section 12—Duties of Trustees, last line at
the foot of the third column:
This report shall contain a tabulated statement of
moneys of the Section received and disbursed during
the preceding year, so arranged that their source and
disposition can be readily seen.

Moved to cut this out, as it is covered by the
preceding paragraph. (Carried.)
Section 13—Duties of Judiciary Committee,
last sentence of paragraph:
No member of the Judiciary Committee shall during
his term of office hold any other office or membership
on any other committee in the Section.

Moved to cancel, as being covered by Mr.
Wardall’s criticism of By-Laws, Section 1, as
above.
Chairman: This Judiciary Committee is a
totally unnecessary sort of thing, in my opinion.
It might be that if all three members were to
gether they might be able to agree upon and
accomplish something, but that provision in
there is another instance of the shutting off
of a perfectly good worker and losing him for
three years because you cannot use him in any
other way while he is serving there. Suppose
we were to elect a valuable man like Mr.
Stowe or Mr. Warrington to the Judiciary Com
mittee. for three years; you couldn’t use him
in the Book Concern or anywhere else, simply
because he was on that fool committee. I
happen to have been a member of it myself, but
I don’t aspire to such a dignity again. I
hope you will agree with me and excise all that
about no member of the Committee holding any
other office. (Voted upon and carried.)
By-Law IX, Section 6. Good Standing of
Members.
A member in good standing is one whose annual dues
have been paid, as shown by the books of the Secretary
of the Section.

Moved to omit the word “annual,” as the pre
ceding paragraph provides that members may
pay their dues semi-annually if desired. (Car
ried.)
Section 10. Demit.
A member of a Lodge, if in good standing, may ob
tain a demit from the secretary of his Lodge. The
form of the demit shall be as follows:
“This is to certify that................................, a member
in good standing of the........................... Lodge, is hereby
demitted.
(Signed)........................... Secretary of the Lodge.”

Moved to add “to............................. Lodge or
membership-at-large.” (Carried.)
Mr. Passmore (San Diego Lodge): I do not
think this a good amendment, because you have
members going away frequently without know
ing what city they are going to locate in.
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Mb. Stowe: I would like to ask if it wouldn’t
be well to add in there to what time his dues
are paid.
Changed to read:
This Is to certify that...................................... , a member
in good standing of the.................................... Lodge, with
dues paid to....... ................................... is hereby demitted
to......................
Lodge or membership-at-large.

Du. Mitchell moved to cancel the last sen
tence of this paragraph under Demit, reading:
“No demit shall be valid after three months.”
(Seconded and carried.)
By-Law X, Section I. Application for Charter.
Moved to amend the sentence, “This applica
tion must be in writing on the form provided
by the Board of Trustees and accompanied by a
charter fee of $5.00.” Moved to cancel the last
phrase, “and accompanied by a charter fee
of $5.00.”
Mb. Rogers : The reason for that is that very
often going into new territory where no Lodges
exist we may work to get a small centre estab
lished, and sometimes it happens that of the
seven or eight members who come in, two or
three may belong to one family, and the expense
is very excessive and may sometimes keep
people from joining when they otherwise would
do so if, in addition to their membership fees,
they find they must all pay their share of the
charter fee as well. Of course we don’t mean
to say that we shall abolish the thing, but
simply leave it to the discretion of the Board
of Trustees to waive it in cases where Lodges
have a chance for life if they do not press them
too hard in the beginning.
Moved to amend as follows:
This application must be in writing on the form pro
vided by the Board of Trustees and accompanied by a
charter fee of $5.00. In the case of Lodges organized
in new territory (places where no Lodges exist), the
Trustees may waive the charter fee.

(Seconded and carried.)
By-Law XII, Section 4. Committees. Moved
to amend by substituting “The Permanent
Chairman shall appoint” instead of “The Con
vention shall elect.” (Carried.)
By-Law XII, Section 8. Introduction of Nom

inations.
Nominations for the offices of President, Vice-Presi
dent, Treasurer, the Board of Trustees, and the vacan
cies on the Judiciary Committee, may be introduced in
open meeting, the same as resolutions. All nomina
tions shall be in writing and shall be handed to the
Nominating Committee for consideration and recom
mendation.' The Nominations Committee may hear
arguments for or against the various nominees. After
the Committee on Nominations has finally reported, no
new nominations shall be submitted, except by a twothirds’ vote of the Convention.

Moved to strike out the last sentence—“After
the Committee,” etc.
Chairman: You have heard the motion that
all that last sentence shall be cut out. That
will give the opportunity for nominations from
the floor.
Mb. Rogers:
There is a question as to
whether the Nominating Committee put in be
fore the Convention all the names that are
placed before them for the various officers, or
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whether they will simply select a list of names
and present them. I wish you would enlighten
the Convention as a whole.
Mb. Warrington: If I may be permitted to
say, it seems to me that the function of a Nom
inating Committee is only a function of con
venience to the Convention. I do not under
stand that they have any power at all to act.
In the discussion of candidates many names
may come before the Committee and be voted
down, and the Committee thus saves the Con
vention considerable time and needless discus
sion. If, for example, there are a number of
candidates for the various offices and these can
didates are proposed In open meeting, there
can be no talk about a private slate, and every
thing is open and aboveboard. But the Con
vention can save a considerable amount of time
by appointing this Nominating Committee to
receive all such names, and then report to. us
and say, “We think favorably of the following
names,” and then the Convention may decide.
But if any one felt that a radical wrong had
been committed, then he could go behind the
Nominating Committee and speak from the
floor.
Dr. Wright: I think there should be a little
legislation on that. After the Committee on
Nominations has taken the time to hear a little
talk and bring in a slate according to its best
judgment, I do not think the Convention ought
to be open to everybody, promiscuously, to put
in any name. I think a majority vote should
be sufficient. I move that, instead of the twothlrds called for, we make it a majority vote.
(Seconded.)
Mb. Powers May I ask whether that twothirds or majority, or whatever it may be, re
fers to the members present or to proxies?
Dr. Wright: I had in mind those present.
Mrs. Rakestraw: I think a nominating com
mittee anyway is an abomination; but if we
are to have a nominating committee at all, then
let us have one that is operating according to
what we are talking about here that is, a demo
cratic idea—and not allow the Nominating Com
mittee to bring in any slate at all, if we are
going to be fair to the members and have popu
lar government. In an organization each mem
ber has the right to name any other person for
office that any other one has, and if those
names are brought here, the Nominating Com
mittee intend they should be favorably acted
upon by the Section. It seems to me only right
that the Nominating Committee should bring
in all the names tjiat are submitted to it, with
only this provision: that where one person’s
name is brought to it for two offices, then it
shall use its own judgment.
Chairman: You understand that, under this
provision, after the Nominating Committee has
brought in the names any one can get up and,
by leave of a majority, nominate anyone else.
Mrs. Rakestraw: “By leave of a majority,’
yes; but I have found it to be true that where
a nominating committee brought in a slate, it
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was really a slate, and a hard and fixed thing,
and it was usually a very difficult thing for a
person from the floor to bring in the name of
any candidate unless the injustice was so great
that the body corporate could not stand it any
longer, and then the people would demand a
hearing.
Mb. Cooper: I will make a motion that the
last sentence in Section 8 of By-Law XII—
“After the Committee on Nominations has
finally reported, no new nominations shall be
submitted except by a two-th‘irds vote of the
Convention” be struck out. (Seconded and car
ried. So ordered.)
Mb. Scudder: It has been moved and
seconded that the report of the Committee on
By-Laws be accepted.
Mbs. Rakestraw: I move that this motion
be laid on the table. (Seconded and carried.)
Mb. Stowe: For a point of information. In
By-Law VII, Section 1, third paragraph, it
says:
.
Person bolding an office, elective or appointive,
in the Society or Section, except the President, shall be
eligible for membership on the Board of Trustees.

Does that mean that the president and secre
tary of local Lodges would not be eligible to
Trusteeship, for example?
Mb. Warrington: No; it refers to general
or to national officers.
Mb. Stowe: I would suggest:
. No Trustee shall hold any of the offices mentioned
m By-Law VI, Section 2, Numbers 1 to 7 inclusive.
......................... except the President,” etc.

Amended to read:
TrTN2 p?.rs0Ik b°lding any office mentioned in By-Law
VI, Section 2, Numbers 1 to 7 inclusive,...
except the President,” etc.

Mbs. Rakestbaw: I have one more amend
ment which I should like to offer. By-Law XII,
Section 8, under. Nominations:
All nominations shall be in writing, and shall be
handed to the Nominating Committee for consideration
and recommendation.

That means that all names given to the Nom
inating Committee shall be given to the Con
vention, and these shall be recommended to
the Convention.
Chairman: You want them to put in every
name that is suggested to them?
Mr. Scudder: I would suggest that “report”
would be better than “recommend”.
Mr. Warrington: I move that the words
“and recommendation” be stricken out. (Sec
onded and carried.)
Mr. Walton: Does Mr. Warrington interpret
that as meaning, then, that the Committee shall
simply receive all names anil submit all names
to the Convention? In that case, what is the
purpose of the Nominating Committee? Would
it be a good suggestion to say there “and report
their choice back to Convention”?
(Seconded and carried to amend this Section
by the words “and report of its choice”.)
Mrs. Rakestraw: I think when the Con
vention has considered the question to report
its choice is too much like throwing our respon

sibility on the Nominating Committee, which
would never do. It is a technical parlia
mentary point which should be made as clear
as possible.
Dr. Mitchell: The original question was
whether we should have all nominations in
writing or not.
Mr. Netland: Does that mean before they
are accepted by the Nominating Committee?
It says, “All nominations shall be in writing
and shall be handed to the Nominating Com
mittee.” Now if they are to consider all nom
inations, and in writing, then we are unable to
make any from the floor.
Mr. Rogers: After the Committee has finally
reported, and its report accepted, then we are
not able to offer any further nominations to
the Committee, but acting under Robert* s
Rules of Order we should always have the
right. No man can be excluded from the right
of nominations from the floor.
Mrs. Rakestraw: Simply say, “Nominations
to the Committee shall be in writing,” and leave
out the word “all”; that makes it perfectly
clear.
Chairman: The previous question has been
moved that the report of the Committee on
By-Laws be adopted as a whole.
Mr. Rogers: The previous question stands
that we wished them adopted. That means, if
it passes, we have to put the original question.
The original question is the adoption of the
By-Laws as a whole.
Chairman: I stand corrected, Mr. Rogers.
Mr. Rogers: My only purpose was this: I
know there are those here who are opposed to
these By-Laws and to their adoption at this
time. Now remember this is their last chance.
If there are people here who are opposed to
this, my only object was to give them every
possible chance, and if we vote the previous
question, we must either adopt or reject these
By-Laws.
Chairman: There is a question before the
house. The question is to call for the previous
question. As many as favor the previous ques
tion will say “aye”; contrary, “no”. The “no’s”
have it.
Mr. Power: I would make a motion to the
effect that the final decision as to their adop
tion or not be held over till tomorrow’s session,
so that every member may consider them care
fully. (Seconded.)
Mr. Rogers: It seems to me that we have
given them every opportunity now. There is
nothing, to be gained by laying it over; the
matter is fresh in everybody’s mind right now.
Mr. Power: It seems to me that all these
matters are of such considerable importance to
this Section that it is only fair that the mem
bers here present with their proxies, for whom
they are responsible, should have a full day at
least to mull these things over in their minds.
At present we are at the end of our session, yet
at the same time, seeing that they are such
tremendous changes—at least to some points of
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view—I would suggest that we hold off action
on them until tomorrow.
(Motion lost.)
Mb. Stearns: I move to strike out the last
sentence in By-Law XIV: “in the three suc
cessive issues of the official magazine of the
Section.” I think that would nullify the idea
of the By-Laws as adopted. I bring this up
merely that the members may realize that they
are giving the Trustees power to act as they
see fit.
Chairman: That phrase is really a limita
tion of their power, so that they could not do
so without notice.
Mb. Hall: In By-Law VIII, Section 3, under
Quorum, the last sentence reads: “These may
be present in person or by proxy.” Now if any
body is here with ninety-nine proxies in his
pocket, it seems to me he is not a representative
of those ninety-nine, because on the questions
we vote upon we decide according to the dis
cretion of the voters present, and that person is
in no way voting for those other ninety-nine; he
is simply voting his own opinion one hundred
times. I move that the phrase “or by proxy”
be omitted.
Mb. Scuddeb: I think that was fully covered
in Mr. Warrington’s talk, when he spoke on
the subject of legislators who are sent to Con
gress. They are bound to use their own best
judgment, and that is bound to be affected by
whatever transpires at the Convention or at
the body which they are attending, and if they
have a Convention, when they want to vote a
certain Way they have simply one hundred
votes when they hold ninety-nine proxies in
their pocket, and every one who has gone up to
Convention with a proxy has gone there with
that idea—that they are to use their best judg
ment on any question that may come up.
Mb. Holland: I do not feel satisfied with
Section 8 of By-Law XII (re Nominating Com
mittee). The reason of it especially as apply
ing to a Theosophical Convention is this: The
most worthy of our members for such high
offices are usually of a retiring disposition and
would not care to go into a contest, or have their
names brought before a Convention after a
Nominating Committee has made its report.
When that Committee comes in and makes its
report, few of the prominent Theosophists that
I know would allow their names to be used and
come before the Convention, but would abide
by the Committee’s report. We had some ex
perience of this sort in my Lodge in Los An
geles—and I wish to say that I believe it is
the largest Lodge in the Section—and we found
that to make nominations from the floor was
the most satisfactory. I move to strike out in
Section 8 all that refers to the Nominating Com
mittee’s report.
Dr. Mitchell: Seconded. It seems to me we
should be able to get the most worthy candi
dates for office, the most worthy Theosophists
for the places, if we put it right square up to a
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democratic Convention, where each could cast
his own vote.
Mb. Scuddeb: Your idea is that those names
would be handed to the Nominating Committee,
and have them report back to Convention?
Mr. Holland: That amendment was killed.
Mb. Knudsen: It seems to me that by abol
ishing the Nominating Committee we would put
ourselves back into a state of chaos. We do
not know every one in the Section, necessarily,
but we can know every member of a Lodge.
Take Mr. Holland’s Lodge, for example—of
which I am proud to be a member; the Nomi
nating Committee is an essential there, and I
do not think it is possible to carry on a Con
vention without it.
Mrs. Rakbstbaw: If we want to keep out of
the political arena, we must have nominations
by Informal ballot.
Chairman: The motion is lost.
Mr. Holland: I would suggest that the
Nominating Committee should be elected from
the floor instead of being appointed by the Per
manent Chairman, which leaves the power in
the one man, and we might have delegates from
all over the world.
The motion to adopt the By-Laws as amended
was then put, after being duly seconded and
carried, and the By-Laws ordered adopted.
Mr. Warrington: I would like if some one
would make a motion to thank Mr. Carlos S.
Hardy for the long time he took to help me
with these By-Laws.
Moved and seconded, and duly carried, that
a vote of thanks be tendered Mr. Hardy for his
services in the matter.
Chairman: We will now hear from the Com
mittee on Nominations.
Dr. Wright (Chairman of the Committee on
Nominations): The Committee is in doubt as
to which By-Laws it is working under.
Ruled by the Chair that they must now work
under the new By-Laws.
Dr. Wright: The Committee had made no
ticket, and was open to all who wished to pre
sent names. After consideration—there being
a strong backing for two candidates—we have
agreed on two tickets. We knew in case of the
election of either of the candidates suggested
whom they would probably like for the Trus
tees and other officers, those who are their in
timate friends. Strange as it may seem, both
these candidates handed in practically the same
list of assistants in the way of Board of Trus
tees, Vice-President and Treasurer, so that the
Committee now presents the two following
tickets:
First: For President, Mr. Warrington; VicePresident, Mrs.
Russak;
Treasurer,
Mr.
Scudder. For Board of Directors: Mr. Stowe,
Mrs. A. Ross Read, Mr. Ray Wardall, Mr. Robert
K. Walton. For Judiciary Committee: (Under
these By-Laws I believe there is a whole new
Board—the first one of which is elected for
three years, the second for two, and the third
for one.) Mr. C. F. Holland of Los Angeles,
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California; Mr. George H. Wilson of Louisville,
Kentucky; and Mr. E. Y. Blum of Kansas City,
Missouri.
The second ticket is headed by Mr. L. W.
Rogers-----Mb. Rogers: Mr. Chairman, this is some
thing that comes as a surprise to me, and is
entirely without my approval or consent. I
am not a candidate, and so must decline in
advance.
Db. Wbight: There were a great many calls
for Mr. Warrington as a candidate, and a great
many calls for Mr. Rogers. They were sincere
in each case. We thought it only right to have
the two tickets, or any other they might see fit
to bring, as you have a right to do. This second
ticket consisted of:
For President, Mr. Rogers; Vice-President,
Mrs. Russak; Treasurer, Mr. Scudder. The
Board the same—Mr. Stowe, Mrs. Ross Read,
Mr. Ray Wardall, Mr. Walton; and the
Judiciary Committee the same—Messrs. Hol
land, Wilson and Blum.
Chairman: You have heard the report of
the Nominating Committee.
Mr. Rogers: I move that the report as read
be adopted. (Seconded and carried.)
Db. Wright: What does that involve?
Chaibman: That the Convention nominates
Mr. Warrington for President, Mrs. Russak for
Vice-President, Mr. Scudder for Treasurer, and
the Board of Trustees and Judiciary Board as
read.
Dr. Weight: I suppose it is lawful now to
invite nominations from the floor of the Con
vention. I have a great many personal proxies
in my possession in which I have been instruct
ed to cast my vote for Mr. Rogers as General
Secretary. I wish to state that at once, because
I think it incumbent upon me to cast my vote
as those proxies dictate. So I must present
the name of Mr. L. W. Rogers.
Mb. Rogers: This is a peculiar position, when
I have already made it as clear as I can that
I am not a candidate and would not be a
candidate. You may think it is a little per
sonal pride on my part, but you see I con
sider my job more important than the General
Secretaryship. I would not consent to take a
little thing like that. I don’t really want it.
I don’t want you to think that I don’t appre
ciate the high compliment—I understand there
are between four and five hundred proxies sent
here instructing the bearers to vote for me as
General Secretary. Well, I am not standing
for that office, and I don’t believe it is neces
sary for me to take up more time to make it
any plainer.
Mb. Stowe: I also have some proxies; but
if Mr. Rogers withdraws from the field, then I
shan’t feel obliged to vote them in any such
way.
Mbs. Rakestbaw: I move that the secretary
be instructed to cast one vote as for the entire
Convention for the first ticket as read. (Car
ried and so ordered, and the ticket with Mr.

Warrington as President of the American Sec
tion T. S. duly declared elected.
Chairman: Is there any new business?
Miss Sommer: Friends, I would like to offer
the Resolution proposed earlier in the day
regarding more pay and shorter hours for the
Krotona workers. I am only offering this as
a suggestion, and I assure you that I know the
workers have overworked voluntarily this year,
but it should not be.
Mb. Rogebs: I move the adoption of this
Resolution, and want to say that, while the
Board of Trustees must undoubtedly have the
power to do this, yet a recommendation of Con
vention would probably encourage them, and
I know something of the workers at Krotona
and know that some of them get down ill. I
know they are not getting money enough, and
that when they pay their rent and their meals
they haven’t anything to buy clothes with, and
I think a wage of $12.50 should be a minimum
wage.
Mr. Munson: I have been at Krotona for
two years, and have been in a position where
I have had to hire a great deal of help myself
in all departments, and I believe that such a
rule would be unwise because a number of
the people who come there are not worth $10
and such a rule would compel all departments
to adhere to it, which would be unreasonable.
And another point is that the people going there
for a brief visit do not understand all the con
ditions. You can live at Krotona a great deal
cheaper than in the usual surroundings; the
rent of the bungalows is low, the price of food
in the cafeteria is as low as possible, and so on.
Miss Poutz: Friends, I am also one of those
workers, and I myself get on very comfortably
on the small amount which I have, but I want
to add this: Most of our visitors come during
the summer, just before Convention, when there
is always a rush of work, and they receive the
impression that this stress of work continues
all the time, which is not quite correct. We
are not always overworked, but we are all
willing to be so at Convention time in order to
do the work properly.
Seconded and carried, that this Convention
authorize the Board of Trustees to engage
sufficient efficient help at a minimum wage of
$12.50 a week, and the Resolution amended to
express that it is the sense of this Convention
that that part which refers to the laws of the
State of California be eliminated.
Mr. Folden: Just before closing let me say
that if you adopt this Resolution, don’t come
back a year from now and complain because
the expenses are too high.
Notices of the movements of the National
Lecturers were then given; also notice of
Donations. Under the latter heading should
come the amount raised by Mrs. Shutts at the
Krotona Mortgage Burning ceremony Monday
afternoon, the amount subscribed by Miss Up
ton, and so forth.
Notice was given that Mr. Burton Hall had
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written a play along Theosophical lines, the
scenario of which he would be glad to submit
to any reputable theatrical manager.
Mb. Wabbington: Friends, I have very little
to say; I have spoken already more than my
share. I only wish to say that I am glad to
have this opportunity to express to you my
warm appreciation of your confidence shown.
I feel it deeply, and shall guard it and preserve
it as one of the treasures of my life.
I want to say a further word—a thing I
couldn’t say when I was standing for these
By-Laws, but I can say it now—and that is that
I believe you have made an organic mechanism
here which insures the possibility that in fu
ture, whether it be far or near, you can have
one of the big people to occupy the executive
office which you have now created. You have
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prepared the way to invite to your executive
office some of those people who, we have been
told, will be working with us in the future.
I should now like to propose a vote of thanks
to Mr. Max Wardall for his patient and ex
ceedingly efficient labors as Chairman of this
Convention. (Seconded and unanimously car
ried.)
Mr. Walters then reported that the members
should meet at 12 o’clock on Thursday at the
T. S. Headquarters, and from there proceed to
the Palace of Education for the ceremony of
being presented with a medal by the Exposi
tion representatives, to which Mr. Warrington
consented to make reply.
After playing by Mr. Van der Linden, and a
few moments’ meditation, the Twenty-ninth
Annual Convention then adjourned.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
A regular meeting of the newly elected
Trustees of The American Section of The The
osophical Society was called to order at 9 a. m.,
July 28, 1915, in Room 43, Chancellor Hotel,
San Francisco, California, and continued in
session July 29 and 30. The meeting was called
to order by Mr. A. P. Warrington. The members
present were A. P. Warrington, H. C. Stowe,
Robert K. Walton, Mrs. A. Ross Read and Ray
M. Wardall.
On motion duly made and carried, Mr. War
rington was elected Chairman for this meeting
and Ray M. Wardall Secretary, pro tem.
On motion duly made and carried, the Board
proceeded to its organization with the following
unanimous result: President, A. P. Warring
ton; Vice-President, Mrs. Marie B. Russak;
Treasurer, C. O. Scudder.
The following Resolutions were presented and
unanimously adopted:
No. 1. That the following be, and hereby are,
chosen and elected to fill the following offices.
Propaganda Manager, L. W. Rogers; Editor,
Mrs. May S. Rogers; Manager Theosophical
Boole Concern, Mrs. Eleanor R. Broenniman;
Secretary, Miss Isabel B. Holbrook; . National
Lecturers, Mrs. Marie B. Russak, Miss Isabel
B. Holbrook, L. W. Rogers, Irving S. Cooper,
Max Wardall. Purchasing Agent for all Theo
sophical supplies at Headquarters, Mrs. Eleanor
R. Broenniman.
No. 2. That the title National Lecturer be
used only by those approved by the Trustees,
and that these National Lecturers shall in the
performance of their duties and tours consult
with and be subject to the supervision of the
Propaganda Manager.
No. 3. That the policy of The Messenger
shall be to emphasize the message of The
osophy, the activities of the Section, sugges

tions concerning Lodge work and general propa
ganda, with a view to having everything there
in of a constructive nature, and nothing de
structive or separative to be admitted.
No. 4. That the Propaganda Manager have
set aside for his use during the current year
$1200.00, to be used in such manner as he
may see fit; $300.00 thereof to be available to
him September 1, 1915, and the balance pay
able In nine equal monthly installments.
No. 5. That the Propaganda Manager have
authority to appoint an assistant, designated
as the Assistant Propaganda Manager, who shall
be located at Krotona, and that $10.00 per week
be available and is hereby authorized if needed.
No. 6. That it shall be the duty of each
Lodge Secretary to co-operate with the Propa
ganda Manager by sending to him at least once
a month the names and permanent addresses
of all persons found to be interested in The
osophy, a copy to be retained by local Lodge
Secretaries.
No. 7. That the propaganda literature orig
inally held as an asset of the Book Concern
and now in the possession of the Section be
placed in the hands of the Book Concern on
the following basis: $550.00 worth at Inventory
prices shall be sold for the benefit of the Book
Concern; the balance shall be held subject to
the order of the Propaganda Department for
free distribution only, until the present stock
is exhausted. At such times as the Book Con
cern reprints any such leaflets, it shall furnish
them at cost price to the Section as required.
No. 8. That the Secretary pro tem. be au
thorized and directed to forthwith confer with
Elliot Holbrook concerning the matter of dif
ferences between himself and the Section and
request Mr. Holbrook to meet in arbitration,
as per resolution passed at the Annual Conven
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tion, with the end in view of securing a com
plete adjustment between the Section and Mr.
Holbrook.
No. 9. That the officers of the Section be
. authorized and directed to pay any and all bills
incurred in the three public lectures of Messrs.
Cooper and Rogers and Mrs. Marie B. Russak at
the end of Convention.
No. 10. That the President be given author
ity to print the new By-Laws adopted at the
Convention and distribute them in the best
manner possible.
No. 11. That the Secretary, Treasurer and
Manager of the Book Concern be each placed
under one thousand dollar bonds.
No. 12. That $500.00 be available for the.
President for traveling expenses and miscel
laneous disbursements in the performance of his
official duties. *
No. 13. That the following sums be appro
priated for the various departments as fol
lows, to wit: Rent, light, heat and janitor
services, $850.00; Messenger salaries $540.00;
Messenger publication, $1800.00; Adyar propor
tion of dues, $800.00; Furniture and fixtures,
$200.00; Postage, extras, supplies, etc., $500.00;
Propaganda Manager, $1200.00; Assistant Prop
aganda Manager (estimate as per Resolution No.
5), $500.00; President (as per Resolution No.
12) ,$500.00; Secretary’s Assistant (estimate as
per Resolution No. 15), $600.00.
No. 14. That the Hollywood National Bank
be, and hereby is, designated as the depository
of the funds of the Theosophical Book Concern,
and, until further action taken by the Trustees,
said depository is authorized to honor the
checks on said account when signed in the
name of the Theosophical Book Concern by the
Manager thereof.
No. 15. That the Hollywood National Bank
be, and hereby is, designated as the depository
of the funds of The American Section of The
Theosophical Society and, pending further ac
tion of the Board, said depository is authorized
to honor checks on said account when signed in
the name of The American Section of The
Theosophical Society by the Secretary and by
the Treasurer.
No. 16. That the Secretary be, and hereby is,
authorized to employ such additional help as
may be required in the performance of her
duties, with the understanding that, in accord
ance with her stipulation at the time of her
election as Secretary, she be permitted to re
sign at such time as she can be conveniently
released to take up work on a wider scope.
Mr. Wardall reported that, in accordance with
Resolution No. 14, he had answered Mr. Hol
brook’s letter directed to Mr. Warrington, which
Holbrook letter is in words as follows:
* «
7-26-15
A. P.. Warrington, Esq.,
General Secretary.
Dear Sir:
Accepting the statement made at the recent Board
meeting, I am enclosing my check for $176.41.
Hoping that this may be sufficient to meet all the

outstanding obligations that I am adjudged responsible
for,
Sincerely,
(Signed)
E. Holbrook.

Said answer being as follows:
Mr. Elliot Holbrook,

’

San Francisco, Calif.
Dear Mr. Holbrook:
Mr. A. P. Warrington has referred to the Board of
Trustees of the American Section T. S. your letter to
him
the 26th instant, enclosing your check for
$176.41. We appreciate your motive and generosity in
sending the check. But it was not the thought of the
Board, nor its intention, that you be held responsible
for, or pay this amount, and we therefore feel in honor
bound to return the check which is enclosed herewith.
As you know, a resolution was passed at the Con
vention, asking that any differences that might exist
between yourself and the Section be submitted to arbi
tration. In order to fulfil our duties and have the
matter cleared up on our records, we formally request
at this time that you confer with us over the choosing
of
of Arbitration. If, as you have indicated
to tbe undersigned, Secretary pro tem., all matters are
adjusted, if you will please so state in writing, our
records will be clear.
In the absence of arbitration this is to advise you
that you are relieved of any and all obligations and
further responsibilities from any and all sources in
connection with The American Theosophist.
Cordially and fraternally yours,
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE AMERICAN
SECTION T. S.
By Ray M. Wardall,
Secretary pro tem.

Mr. Wardall further reported that he deliv
ered the letter personally, and Mr. Holbrook
stated that he would forthwith write a letter to
the Board of Trustees releasing the Section
from any and all claims whatsoever which he
may have heretofore asserted. He further
stated that he desired the Section to keep the
remittance of $176.41. The said check was
then delivered by the Secretary to the President
On motion duly made and carried, the report
was accepted and the Secretary directed to
place on file the original letter from Mr. Hol
brook and the answer thereto.
There being no further business that could
come before the meeting before consulting the
Krotona records, the meeting adjourned to
meet at the office of the President at Krotona,
Hollywood, Los Angeles, California, on Monday
August 9, 1915, at 10:30 a. m.
Ray M. Wardall,
Secretary, pro tem.
A. P. Warrington,
Chairman.

Following is the letter referred to by Mr.
Wardall:
™

San Francisco, Calif., July 30, 1915.

Board of Trustees,

The American Section of The Theosophical Society
Los Angeles, Calif.
Gentlemen:
This is to acknowledge receipt of a letter from you
under date of July 29, 1915, signed by R. M. Wardall,
Secretary pro tem.
So far as masters of the past are concerned, thev
are no longer of interest to me and are closed, so far
as I am concerned.
I have no claim to make.
Respectfully,
(Signed)
E. Holbrook.
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Monday, August 9, 1915.
An adjourned meeting of the Board of Trus
tees of the American Section T. S. met on this
day at the office of the President at Krotona,
Hollywood, Los Angeles, California, at 10:30
a. m. Present: A. P. Warrington, H. C. Stowe,
Mrs. A. Ross Read and Robert K. Walton; Isa
bel B. Holbrook acting as Secretary.
The following Resolutions were moved, sec
onded and unanimously adopted:
1. That the Sectional Officers be officially
designated as National President, National VicePresident, National Secretary, National Treas
urer, and that the use of such terms be en
couraged and less accurate ones discouraged.
2. That Mr. A. F. Knudsen be added to the
list of National Lecturers.
3. That The Messenger be authorized to
sell space to the Krotona Mortgage Raising
Bureau, provided the adequate reference be
made in each insertion to the legal status of
the organization and the disposition of the
funds.
4. That a verbatim report of the proceedings
of the Convention as submitted to the Board
be published in the next issue of The Messen

ger,

and that the sum of $40.00 be paid to the
stenographers for their services in preparing
this report.
5. That the Book Concern act as publisher
of The Messenger and as such shall receive
subscriptions and attend to the mailing and
distribution thereof.
6. That the usual certificate required by the
laws of Illinois, showing the officers and resi
dent agent of the Society be prepared and filed,
and that Miss Julia K. Sommer be appointed
as such Resident Agent.
7. That a standing committee of three is
hereby appointed, to consist of Elliott Hol
brook, C. F. Holland and Henry Hotchner, to
inquire into the possibilities of growth and in
creased usefulness of the Book Concern and to
make recommendations to the Manager thereof,
and to work with the Manager in an advisory
capacity in the conduct of the business of the
Concern.
Adjourned sine die.
Isabel B. Holbrook,

National Secretary.

A. P. Warrington,

Chairman.

CONVENTION NOTES
BY THE NATIONAL PRESIDENT

The Convention has come and gone, and, as
usual, its work being completed, the members
have turned in the direction of their homes
to carry with them whatever they found there
that was good and useful for their work.
It was a notable Convention in many respects,
but especially so because of the strong spirit
of brotherhood that pervaded it. All lines of
separation seemed for the time obliterated, and
peace, harmony and fraternal unity pervaded
the entire gathering. Well will it be for The
osophy as this spirit spreads outward and ani
mates every phase of our activities.
Immediately preceding the Convention there
was a Co-Masonic Conference lasting for several
days. I did not have the privilege of attend
ing the meetings, being busy throughout the
time with Convention preparations, but all who
were present spoke enthusiastically of the
wonderful spirit of brotherhood manifested.
Surely Masonry is doing its great part in the
work of Universal Brotherhood.
The Pre-Conventlon public lectures of Mrs.
Russak and Mr. Vance Thompson were well
received, the one speaking on The Occultism
of War, and the other on the title In the War

Zone.

On the day before Convention there was a
general E. S. meeting in the morning, at which
I spoke, and a Conclave of the Knights of the
Rosy Cross In the afternoon. Following this
there was a reception given by the local Lodges,

and in the evening Mr. Cooper gave a public
lecture on Theosophy—the Master Key.
The Post-Convention lectures arranged by the
Krotona Institute were an interesting feature,
and a brief report of them appears in another
place. Immediately following this was the In
ternational Conference of the Order of the
Star in the East, at both of which I had the
pleasure of speaking, with many others.
The whole period covered by these activities
extended from July 22 to August 4, and consti
tuted a very delightful occasion throughout. It
was good that the associated activities could
have had their meetings both before and after
ours, thus enabling the members having all
these interests in common to attend them at
the same time. The general spirit of them all
showed strongly the note of brotherhood and
co-operation, which is the all-important one to
be struck at this time, and with greater and
greater emphasis.
The strictly official days were Monday and
Tuesday, on the mornings of which the offi
cial business was done, and the afternoons and
evenings were occupied chiefly with lectures.
On Monday afternoon there were discussions
concerning the work of extending our message,
followed by a beautiful service of burning one of
the.Krotona mortgages. After this I spoke on
Principles of Government, and in the evening
Mr. Rogers lectured on The Inspired Life.
The afternoon of the next day was occupied
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by lectures by Mr. Knudsen on Manu and AntiChrist and by Mr. Max Wardall on Practical
Spiritual Factors, and the evening by a public
lecture by Mrs. Russak on Modern Scientific
Achievements in the Light of Occultism.
Some changes were worked out at the busi
ness sessions, tending, as I believe, to improve
and enlarge the effectiveness of the service.
These are covered by the new set of By-Laws
which were presented by me and which, with
slight amendments, were adopted. Briefly, they
are these:
Under the new By-Laws the Section now
has the officers which usually conduct the busi
ness of corporations, namely, the President,
Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer. The
duties of the Vice-President and Treasurer need
no explanation, but those of the President and
Secretary include those heretofore performed
by the General Secretary and Assistant Gen
eral Secretary. While the corporate designa
tions of all these offices are as above indicated,
yet, in order the better to distinguish the offices
from similar offices of the international body—
the Theosophical Society—the Board of Trustees
has passed a resolution that the word “national”

be prefixed to each of these titles in common
usage in the Section, especially since in the
general rules of the parent Society a Section is
known as a “National Society.” Your National
President, therefore (formerly called General
Secretary), will now perform chiefly executive
and supervisory duties, and your National Sec
retary will perform those formerly under the
Assistant General Secretary. This, broadly
speaking, is the distinction, but a careful read
ing of the By-Laws will disclose the precise
duties of each.
The new offices created are the Editor and the
Propaganda Manager, and that of the Manager
of the Book Concern has been regularized.
These all have their specific duties, and all
members should correspond with each directly
when business is to be done with these de
partments, and no longer to a “General Secre
tary” as a kind of representative of them all.
This change in the organization throws the
responsibility directly on the departmental
heads to whom it naturally belongs, and sets
the National President free from direct respons
ibility, and so enables him to work in a wider
scope.

REPORT ON THE POST-CONVENTION
The idea of the Post-Convention was to fea Education; The Subtle Bodies; Modes of In
ture some of our strong speakers and present a dividualization; The Thinker; Self-Conscious
number of those less extensively known but ness; The Master-Mind; Developed Egos;
whose work is valuable and promising for the Morals and Ethics; Maris Power and Handicap.
future. Speakers from all parts of the Section
Stereopticon lectures were given to the public
were sought and finally a program of consid by Dr. J. C. Mitchell on Man and His Bodies;
erable value was prepared, as will be seen be by Dr. B. W. Lindburgh on The Microcosm and
low. The sessions were partly open to the Reincarnation in the Bible; and by Mr. Irving
public and each evening a public lecture pre S. Cooper on The Aura in Art. Other evening
viously advertised was given in a larger hall lectures were on Superior Diet, by Mr. E. T.
than that used during the day. The attendance Power; Awakening Humanity, by Miss Julia K.
was more than anticipated, the members throw Sommer; The Unknown Guest—Maeterlinck, by
ing themselves with commendable zeal into the Mrs. Antoinette de C. Phillips; He that OverOpen Forum feature, presenting much food for cometh, by the Hon. Max Wardall; The Race
thought and discussion. This revivification of Mother, by our National President, Mr. A. P.
the old Post-Convention plan proved so valuable Warrington; The Coming of the Christ, by Miss
that it was suggested that it be continued next Marjorie Tuttle; The Young Person and the
year at St. Louis.
Theosophical Society, by Norris W. Rakestraw;
Among the subjects discussed in the Open How to Become a Vegetarian, by Dr. Mitchell;
Forum, by members only, were included What Lower and Higher Psychism, The School of the
Theosophy Gives to the Unbeliever—Sectarian, Ego, and To Sleep and to Die, by Miss Annie
Devotee, Scientist, Uneducated; .Ignorance C. McQueen; and Ethics, Healing of Body,
versus Tolerance; Ritual and Formality, their. Emotion and Mind, and Geology and The Secret
Uplift, Power, Efficacy, Comfort, Fascination, Doctrine, by Mr. A. F. Knudsen.

On the four days previous to the T. S. Con
vention the Co-Masonic Lodges on the Pacific
Coast held the second Regional Convention of
the American Federation. Splendid work was
done to uphold the high ideals for which the
Masonic Order stands. Although regional in
plan, the Convention was attended by the Grand
Commander, Louis Goaziou, 33°, President, of
the American Federation, and the Vice-Presi
dent, Alida E. de Leeuw, 33°, as well as by
several members of the National Council.

The spirit of the real joy of Brotherhood
among the many nationalists represented was
felt as a great factor in the entire series of
meetings, which ended in a banquet on Satur
day evening.
At the closing it was decided to try and
have a National Convention next year, that the
inspiration of working together in this manner
may be shared by each and every Lodge from
the Atlantic to the Pacific coast.
May increasing Light come to all!

BY-LAWS OF THE AMERICAN SECTION OF THE THEOSOPHICAL
SOCIETY
AS AMENDED BY CONVENTION, JULY, 1915
PREAMBLE

To promote the welfare of The American Sec
tion of The Theosophical Society, we, its members,
do adopt the following By-Laws:
BY-LAW I

Name
The name is “The American Section of The
Theosophical Society.”
BY-LAW II

Objects
The objects of The Theosophical Society are:
1st. To form a nucleus of the Universal Broth
erhood of Humanity, without distinction of race,
creed, sex, caste or color.
2nd. To encourage the study of Comparative
Religion, Philosophy and Science.
3rd. To investigate unexplained laws of Nature
and the powers latent in man.

BY-LAW III

Organization
The American Section is an integral and in
divisible part of The Theosophical Society, found
ed in New York, U. S. A., on November 17th,
1875, by Henry Steel Olcott and Helena Petrovna
Blavatsky, and incorporated at Madras, India, on
April 3rd, 1905, and having its permanent head
quarters at Adyar, Madras, India. It is an autono
mous body composed of its members.

BY-LAW IV

Membership in The Theosophical Society
Membership in the Society is open to all per
sons, without distinction of race, creed, sex, caste
or color.

BY-LAW V

Membership in The American Section
Membership in The American Section is either
as a member-at-large or as a member of a lodge.
BY-LAW VI

Government of the Section
1. Administration. The administra

Section
tion of the Section is vested in its members
assembled in an Annual Meeting, and in the

interim between two Annual Meetings in a Board
of Trustees, the action of either, however, being
subject to a veto power in the general council
of the whole Society in the manner prescribed
by its rules, and also 'being subject to the rights
of the members to veto or legislate directly by
means of the Initiative and Referendum in a man
ner hereafter provided.
Sec. 2. Officers and Committees. There shall
be the following Section officers and standing
Committees:
1. The President.
2. The Vice-President.
3. The Secretary.
4. The Treasurer.
5. The Editor.
6. The Manager of the Theosophical Book
Concern.
7. The Propaganda Manager.
8. National Lecturers.
9. The Judiciary Committee.
Sec. 3. Board of Trustees. There shall be a
Board of Trustees consisting of five (5) members
of the Section, of which the President shall be one
member.
Sec. 4. Election of Officers and Trustees. The
President, the Vice-President, the Treasurer, and
the Trustees shall be elected at the Annual Meet
ing by ballot of the members in good standing
June 30th preceding, either in person or by proxy,
to hold office until their successors are elected.
The vacancies on the Judiciary Committee shall
be likewise filled.
The Editor, the Manager of the Book Concern,
the Propaganda Manager, the Secretary and the
National Lecturers shall be selected by the Board
of Trustees, subject to the right of removal by
the Board.
The Board of Trustees shall have the power to
fill vacancies in any office occurring from any
cause.
Sec. 5. Advisory Board. The President may
at his discretion form an Advisory Board, con
sisting of the first seven officers designated in
By-Law VI, Section 2, who shall meet at his call,
shall render reports called for by him, and shall
give such general aid with information and ad
vice as will tend to improve the unity and effec
tiveness of the service.
Sec. 6. Judicial Committee. There shall be a
Judiciary Committee consisting of three members,
whose terms of office shall be for three years.
At the first election, one member shall be elected
for three years, one member for two years, and
the third for one year.
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BY-LAW VII
Powers and Duties
Section 1. Duties of Board of Trustees. The
Board of Trustees shall be charged with the ex
ecution of the laws of the Section and the poli
cies determined upon at the Annual Meeting. It
shall have exclusive control of all funds of the
Section, the disbursements of which have not been
specifically provided for by the Section at its
Annual Meeting.
It shall annually prepare a budget in respect to
the income and expenditure of the Section and
shall make suitable appropriations for the carrying
on of the work of the Section and the various
offices and departments thereof.
No person holding any office mentioned in ByLaw VI, Section 2, Nos. 1 to 7, inclusive, elective
or appointive, in the Section, except the President,
shall be eligible for membership on the Board of
Trustees. The Board may create Bureaus or other
departments in connection with the work of the
Section and define the work of same, and upon
the nomination of the President may appoint the
members of such Bureaus and departments.
Sec. 2. Meetings of Board of Trustees. The
Board of Trustees shall meet just prior to the
Annual Meeting of the Section and immediately
after its close, and three members thereof shall
constitute a quorum. Special meetings of the
Board may be called by the President or by any
two Trustees upon two weeks’ notice thereof be
ing sent to each Trustee by telegraph, prepaid, the
said notice to be confirmed by registered letter
or upon three weeks’ notice thereof being sent
by registered letter. It shall be the duty of each
Trustee to acknowledge receipt of telegram by
telegraph, but such failure to acknowledge shall
not invalidate any meeting. The Board shall pub
lish its proceedings in the official magazine. Any
notice demanded by this By-Laws may be waived
in writing.
Sec. 3. Presiding Officer at Meetings. The
President shall act as temporary chairman at the
meetings of the Section and shall preside over
same until the meeting has selected its permanent
chairman.
The Board of Trustees shall select its own chair
man.
Sec. 4. Duties of the President. The Presi
dent shall be the general executive officer of the
Section and generally shall possess the powers and
discharge the duties required of presidents of cor
porate societies. He shall sign and execute as
President such documents as may be required and
first authorized by the Section or the Board. He
shall require of all officers, Boards and Commit
tees, and they shall make to him, such reports as
he may deem proper to be made, and he shall an
nually make a full report as President of the
Section of all its affairs. He shall be the proper
medium of communication between the various of
ficers and the Board. He shall as often as possible
attend the meetings of the general council of The
Theosophical Society, and shall also be the me
dium of exchange of information and plans with

The Theosophical Society and the other National
Societies. He shall conduct correspondence with
members and non-members other than of a routine
nature and especially concerning personal prob
lems. He shall nominate to the Board the Sec
retary, the Editor, the Manager of the Book Con
cern, the Propaganda Manager, the National Lec
turers, and all members of such Bureaus and
departments as may be created by the Board. He
shall have power to divide the territory of the
Section into districts or divisions, as he may deem
wise, and to appoint in such divisions presidential
deputies to be known as Divisional Representa
tives to aid him in the performance of his duties.
There shall be set aside for his official use space
in the official magazine, in which he shall make
such communications to the members as he may
deem proper. Such space, together with a suitable
appropriation of funds for the use of the Presi
dent, shall be made by the Board of Trustees.
Sec. 5. Duties of “General Secretary” under
By-Laws of The Theosophical Society. In addi
tion to the powers, privileges and duties cast upon
the President by these By-Laws, he shall possess
and exercise, ex-officio, all of the privileges and
duties devolving upon the official designated as
“General Secretary” in the laws and rules of The
Theosophical Society, that is to say, he shall sit
on the general council as a member thereof; he
shall be the channel of official communication be
tween the general council and his Section; he shall
take the votes of the individual members of the
Section in a Presidential election of The Theo
sophical Society on the list of the members for
warded to Adyar in the preceding November, and
shall communicate the result to the Recording
Secretary; he shall admit members of The Theo
sophical Society and countersign their diplomas;
he shall forward to the President at Adyar an
nually not later than the 1st day of November, a
report of the year’s work of the Section, and at
any time furnish any further information the Pres
ident of The Theosophical Society or general
council may desire.
Sec. 6. Duties of the Vice-President. Upon
the office of President becoming vacant the VicePresident shall assume the duties of President
until such time as a President shall be elected by
the Section at Convention or ad interim by the
Board. He shall have no other duties than those
prescribed or referred to in this Section.
Sec. 7. Duties of Secretary. The Secretary of
this Section shall be the general clerical officer
thereof, and shall perform all the duties usually
pertaining to the office of Secretary of Corpora
tions. He shall have general charge, subject to
the control of the Trustees, of the reecipt of the
money due to the Section, may sign and endorse
checks on 'behalf of the Section, and enter into
such contracts on behalf of the Section as may
be required, or that may in law be legal and
proper for the Section to enter into, after the
same shall have been authorized by the Board in
its general budget or otherwise. He shall collect
all moneys due to the Section, make proper record
of the same, and promptly deposit the same to the
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credit of the Section in such bank or banks as
the Board shall have directed, and promptly report
such dePosits to the Treasurer. Every corporate
act that would ordinarily be required to be per
formed on behalf of the Section by a Secretary
thereof shall be carried out and performed by the
Secretary thereof, who is hereby especially in
vested with that power and authority. He shall
officiate as Secretary to the annual and other
meetings of the Section and to the Board of
Trustees, keep records of the meetings of the Sec
tion and of the Board of Trustees, which records
shall at reasonable times 'be open to the inspection
of members. He shall notify members of their
election, keep a roll of members, issue notices
of all meetings of the Section; he shall con
duct the routine correspondence only, and make
reports in writing as may be required of him, and
perform such other duties as usually pertain to
this office. He shall have custody of the corporate
seal. The Secretary shall during the term of his
office reside at the official headquarters of the
Section. He shall publish in The Messenger each
month a synopsis of receipts and disbursements
He shall deposit all funds in the bank in the name
of the Section, and he shall give a bond, to be
furnished at the expense of the Section, for the
faithful discharge of his duties in an amount to
be fixed by the Trustees. He shall render such
service in connection with the issuance of the offi
cial organ, and such other duties as may be re
quired of him.
Sec. 8. Duties of the Treasurer. It shall be
the duty of the Treasurer to take charge of all
securities belonging to the Section and to keep
the same under the rules and regulations to be
established by the Board of Trustees. He shall
receive from the Secretary a record of the funds
deposited in bank to the credit of the Section,
and he shall make a permanent record of same;
he shall countersign all checks drawn by the Sec
retary for the payment of the obligations of the
Section that may first have been duly authorized,
and shall make such reports as may be required.
He shall give such bond, at the Section’s cost, for
the faithful discharge of his duties, as the Board
may require of him. He shall reside at or near
the official headquarters during his term of office.

Sec. 9. Duties of the Editor. The Editor of
the official magazine shall have charge of the
editing and publication of same under the general
direction of the Board of Trustees. The Board
shall arrange for the official organ’s issuance, shall
prescribe its policy, and set apart space in same
for use of the President and Secretary, and the
Editor shall render such other service as may be
required of him by the Board. The Editor shall
not hold any other office in the Society, nor . per
mit the magazine to take any part in the political
affairs of the Society.
Sec. 10. Duties of Manager of the Book Con
cern. The Manager of the Book Concern shall
have charge of the purchase and sale of books for
the Section, and of the publication and importa
tion of books. He shall endeavor to so conduct
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the book business for the Section that it will meet
the fullest demands of the membership and of the
public, and be profitable to the Section. In all
matters the Manager shall be under the direction
of and subject to the control of the Board, and
he shall not incur any debt or liability on behalf
of the Section not first provided for or authorized.
He shall make such reports as may be required
of him, and shall give such bond, at the Section’s
cost, as may be required by the Board, and per
form such other duties respecting his office as may
be required.
Sec. 11. Duties of the Propaganda Manager.
The Propaganda Manager shall endeavor to as
certain the best methods for the conduct of the
propaganda work of the Section, with a view to
the constant improvement of same, to the develop
ment of systematized and efficient propaganda
work on the part of lodges and individual mem
bers, to the raising of funds for propaganda work
under direction of the Board; he shall set in
motion and keep effective all of the possible
agencies of the Section that can be employed to
the aid of the propaganda work; shall enlist and
utilize the services of lecturers, teachers, writers
and others to the best advantage in the present
ment of Theosophy to the public, and in general
shall render all such aid to the Section, its officers,
lodges and committees as will make effective every
effort made in connection with propaganda. He
shall give the President such assistance in the pro
paganda work as the President may require, and
shall perform such other duties as the Board may
prescribe.
Sec. 12. Duties of Trustees. Just prior to the
Annual Meeting the Board of Trustees shall cause
the accounts of the Section to be audited by a
certified public accountant and a sworn report by
the latter to be made therefrom.
The Board shall elect the Secretary, the Editor
of the official magazine, the Manager of the Book
Concern, the Propaganda Manager and the Na
tional Lecturers. It shall fix the bonds of officers,
and may prescribe additional duties of all officers
and committees. The Board shall be responsible
for the welfare of the Section and the proper
administration of its business and. affairs, and
shall require efficient service and faithful observ
ance of the law and rules on the part of all
officers. The Board may hold its meetings in any
State or Territory where there are lodges of The
Theosophical Society under the jurisdiction of the
Section.
Sec. 13. Duties of Judiciary Committee. The
Judiciary Committee shall have no powers except
those conferred on it by these By-Laws, or those
which may be delegated to it by resolution at the
Section meetings or by the Board of Trustees.

BY-LAW VIII

Meetings
Section 1. Annual Meeting. The Annual
Meeting of the Section shall be held on the last
Friday in August at 9:30 A. M., but the Board
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of Trustees may postpone or anticipate the meet
ing. The Section Convention may fix a dif
ferent date.
Unless previously determined at a meeting of
the Section or by referendum vote, the meetings
of the Section shall be held in Chicago, State of
Illinois. Meetings may be held in any State or
Territory where one or more lodges of the Sec
tion exist.
Sec. 2. Special Meetings. Upon the request of
the Board of Trustees or of twenty-five per cent
of the members of the Section, calculated on the
basis of the last annual report of the Secretary,
the President, if not the President then the Sec
retary, shall call a special meeting, notice of which
must be mailed to each member of the Section at
least thirty days previous to date of such meet
ing. The call shall definitely state the questions
to be considered and shall include the questions
presented in the request for the call, and these
and none others shall be there considered. It
shall meet at the same place as the Convention
next preceding it, unless the Board of Trustees
shall otherwise duly determine.
Sec. 3. Quorum. Twenty-five per cent of the
members of the Section, calculated on the basis
of the annual report of the Secretary covering the
previous fiscal year, shall constitute a quorum for
the transaction of business at any meeting, except
as the rules of procedure may prescribe a larger
number. These may be present in person or by
proxy.
Sec. 4. Voting. At all elections of all elective
officers, Trustees and members of the Judiciary
Committee, the members shall vote by ballot in
dividually or by proxy, where there is more than
one candidate for any single office; otherwise the
vote shall be by ayes and nays.
Sec. 5. Notice of Annual Meeting. It shall be
the duty of the Secretary to print in the official
organ of the Section a notice of the Annual
Meeting, at which officers, Trustees, members of
the Judiciary Committee and other elective officers
are to be elected, and to mail such notice to each
member of the Section at least sixty days prior
to such Annual Meeting. Said notice shall state
what offices are to be filled and the names of the
incumbent officers. The form of notice and of
proxy for use at such meeting shall first be ap
proved by the Judiciary Committee.
BY-LAW IX
Membership
Section 1. Admission to Membership. Any
person in sympathy with the objects of the Society
and willing to abide by its rules may make appli
cation on the printed form provided by the Board
of Trustees, obtainable from either the Secretary
or lodge officials. This shall be signed by the ap
plicant, countersigned by two members of the So
ciety and accompanied by the fees provided in
Section 2 of this By-Law. The Secretary is em
powered to accept or reject the application subject

to the approval of the President. A person under
legal age must secure the consent of parents or
guardian.
Sec. 2. Fees for Applicants. There shall be a
fee of fifty cents for the diploma of membership.
This, together with dues for the remaining months
of the fiscal year, as hereinafter provided, shall
accompany each application for membership, and
both shall be forwarded to the Secretary, who shall
issue to the applicant a diploma of membership
bearing the signature of the President of the So
ciety and President of the Section, and bearing the
seal of the Society. A copy of the rules of the
Society and of the Section shall accompany the
diploma. At the discretion of the President, the
Secretary may remit both the diploma fee and
annual dues of any member.
Sec. 3. Membership in a Lodge. An applica
tion for membership in a lodge shall be presented
either to its president or its secretary, to be acted
upon in accordance with the rules of the lodge.
The application, if accepted, shall be forwarded,
together with the required fees mentioned above
in Section 2, to the Secretary.
Sec. 4. Membership-at-Large. A person may
join the Section without joining a lodge and when
so admitted is designated a Member-at-Large. Of
ficers of lodges are empowered to receive applica
tions. for membership-at-large, and the application
so received, together with the fees, shall be for
warded to the Secretary.
Sec. 5. Annual Dues. The annual dues of mem
bers shall be as follows:
For a member-at-large, $5.00, to be forwarded
to the Secretary.
For a member of a lodge, $2.00, payable to the
Secretary of the lodge.
Dues shall be payable for the yearly periods
from July 1 to June 30, in advance, on the 1st day
of July, provided that the same may be paid in
semi-annual installments on July 1 and January 1
of each year, at the option of the member. New
members shall pay dues at the time of their ad
mission pro rata for the remaining months of the
fiscal year.
Sec. 6. Good Standing of Members. A mem
ber in good standing is one whose dues have been
paid, as shown by the books of the Secretary of
the Section.
Sec. 7. Cessation of Membership. A member
whose dues have not been received by December
31 shall be considered delinquent as to the pay
ment of dues, and The Messenger shall no longer
be sent to him unless a special subscription shall
have been paid, and if his delinquency is main
tained until June 30 following, he shall be dropped
from the rolls, but not until such action has been
approved by the President.
Sec. 8. Honorary Members of Lodges. A mem
ber of one lodge may be elected an honorary
member of another, without, however, the right
to vote in the latter lodge.
Sec. 9. Lodge Membership. Active member
ship may be held in more than one lodge at the
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same time. Sectional dues may be paid to any of
the lodges of which one may be a member and
the written receipt of such lodge for such dues
shall be prima facie evidence to the other lodges
of payment of Sectional dues.
Sec. 10. Demit. A member of a lodge, if in
good standing, may obtain a demit from the sec
retary of his lodge. The form of the demit shall
be as follows:
“This is to certify that............................................. .
a member in good standing of the...................... ......
Lodge, with dues paid to............................................. .
is hereby demitted to............................ -.......Lodge or
membership-at-large.
“(Signed) ....................... :..................... ..Secretary
of the..................................................... Lodge.”

The member thus demitted must then become
either a member-at-large or a member of another
lodge. If the desire is for membership-at-large,
the member shall send his demit to the Secretary,
together with the difference in dues, with the re
quest that he may 'be made a member-at-large. If
the member desires to join a lodge, he must be
duly elected to membership in that lodge, and the
secretary of the lodge shall forward to the Sec
retary a statement of his admission to the lodge,
together with his demit.
BY-LAW X

Lodges
Section 1. Application for Charter. Seven or
more members, or applicants for membership, may
make application to the Secretary for a Charter.
This application must be in writing on the form
provided by the Board of Trustees, and accom
panied by a charter fee of $5.00. In the case of
lodges organized in new territory (places where
no lodges exist) the Trustees may waive the char
ter fee. In the event that it is made by non
members, then it must also be accompanied by
individual applications for membership, together
with the proper fee and dues as hereinbefore pro
vided. If made by members, it must be. accom
panied by demits, as provided in Section 10 of
By-Law IX. Each Charter shall be issued by the
Secretary, with the written assent of the Board
of Trustees.
Sec. 2. Designation of Lodges. Each lodge
shall have as its designation, “The......................... .
Lodge of The Theosophical Society,” and no other
designation shall be recognized by the Board of
Trustees. When a lodge to be chartered is the
only one in a given locality, it shall bear the name
of the locality in which it has been organized.
When another lodge in the same locality is char
tered the name adopted for it shall be approved
by the Board of Trustees before the Charter is
issued.
Sec. 3. Revocation of Charter. Whenever the
Board of Trustees is satisfied that a lodge has
ceased to perform the function for which it was
chartered, the Secretary may give notice that un
less the conditions are changed the charter will be
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canceled and its members’ names placed on the list
of members-at-large, or transferred to some other
lodge by demit.
Sec. 4. Lodge Organizations. Each lodge shall
adopt By-Laws for the transaction of its business,
and shall elect its own officers in accordance there
with. Before any By-Law of a lodge shall be valid
the same shall receive the approval of the Judiciary
Committee.
Sec. 5. Lodge Dues. Each lodge shall fix its
own lodge dues. A lodge may absolve a member
from the payment of lodge dues, but each lodge
shall be responsible to the Secretary for the an
nual dues of its members and for such other dues
as are to be paid into the treasury of the Section.
It' shall be the duty of all lodges before adjourning
for the summer recess to collect from the members
and forward to the Secretary the dues for the
period beginning July 1.
Sec. 6. Fiscal Year. The fiscal year of the
Section shall begin July 1 and end June 30.
BY-LAW XI

Initiative and Referendum
1. Mode of Procedure. Ten per cent

Section
of the members of the Section, calculated on the
basis of the last annual report of the Secretary,
may propose to their fellow members for a vote
thereon any question which the members in An
nual Meeting are empowered to decide. This
procedure shall be known as the Initiative.
Either the members in Annual Meeting or the
Board of Trustees may refer any question to the
members of the Section for a vote thereon. This
procedure shall be known as the Referendum.
A majority of the valid votes cast on any ques
tion shall constitute a decision and shall have the
same standing as if made at the Annual Meeting.
Sec. 2. Initiative Petitions; Filing and Pay
ment of Costs. The initiative petition shall be
either written or printed and shall clearly set
forth in full the measure to be submitted. The
measure may embrace one or more counts or
questions, if the nature thereof shall render this
desirable, and they shall be stated in the affirma
tive, clearest and simplest form so as to admit of a
“Yea” or “Nay” answer being given to each_ of
them. The foregoing provisions of this Section
shall also apply to a measure submitted by the
Referendum so far as they may be applicable.
The names and post-office addresses of the peti
tioners and the names of their respective lodges, if
any, shall be affixed in their own handwriting. The
petition shall be filed with the' Secretary in the
name of the person whose name heads the list of
petitioners, and shall be accompanied by a sum of
money sufficient to pay the cost of submitting the
measure, but which sum shall not exceed $100.00.
Sec. 3. Defective Petitions. If a petition is
found by the Secretary to be defective, he shall
return it to the person whose name heads the
list of petitioners and accompany it by proposed
amendments for the purpose of remedying these
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defects. If the amendments are not acceptable
to such person, then the petition and these amend
ments shall be forwarded to the Judiciary Com
mittee, which shall render a decision thereon and
notify both parties.
Sec. 4. Conflicting Issues in Petitions. In the
event that two or more petitions which are filed
with the Secretary contain interfering subject-mat
ter, the latter shall be reframed and incorporated
exclusively in the petition first filed. A petition
that is filed after the printing of the ballots of a
preceding petition, and that contains interfering
subject-matter, shall be held by the Secretary to
await the announcement of the decision on the
first petition. Such decision shall preclude the re
submission for one year thereafter of the same
subject-matter. If the Secretary and the peti
tioners shall fail to agree thereon, either as to the
existence or extent of such conflict in the subject
matter contained in the petitions, it shall be sub
mitted to the Judiciary Committee for decision.
Sec. 5. Arguments for and against Initiative
Petitions. The person whose name heads the list
of an initiative petition shall have the right to pre
pare the argument for on each question submitted,
and the Board of Trustees the right to prepare the
argument against. The petitioner shall have a
further right of reply. Within twenty days from
the receipt of an argument from one side the
other shall prepare and file the argument in re
sponse thereto. The main and reply arguments
shall, ordinarily, not exceed 200 and 100 words,
respectively. These arguments shall be entirely
impersonal, and confined solely to the supposed
merits or demerits of the questions at issue. In
the event of a difference of opinion growing out
of the preparation or time for filing these argu
ments, these differences shall be returned to the
Judiciary Committee for decision. Decisions on
all questions within the jurisdiction of the Ju
diciary Committee shall be final.
Sec. 6. Arguments for and against the Refer
endum. If a question is submitted by the Annual
Meeting, the arguments shall be prepared by two
committees chosen at that meeting, and respec
tively representing the affirmative and negative
sides of the measure.
If a measure is submitted ’by the Board of
Trustees, they may require the Judiciary Commit
tee to prepare the arguments.
Sec. 7. Distribution of Ballots and Arguments.
The ballots and the arguments shall be mailed by
the Secretary as soon as possible after the receipt
of the petition in proper form. An envelope shall
be inclosed bearing thereon the address of the
Secretary, and some distinguishing symbol or ex
pression, so that when returned it may be pre
served sealed until the date set for the counting
of the ballots therein. The date for counting
of the ballots shall be set by the Secretary, not
later than thirty days from the date of mailing
of the ballots, which date shall appear on said
ballots.
Sec. 8. Counting the Votes. The valid ballot
returns shall be counted on the date announced
therefor by a committee of three ,consisting of the

Secretary, or his representative, and two other
members appointed by him, one of whom shall be
for and the other against the question submitted
to a vote. Ballots returned after such count
shall have been made shall have the date of their
receipt placed thereon but shall not be counted,
unless it appear that reasonable diligence was ex
hibited in their return, and then only if the result
would be changed by counting them.
Sec. 9. Announcement of the Result; Preser
vation of Ballots. Immediately after the results
of the counting of the votes has been ascertained,
it shall be publicly announced by the Secretary
and shall be published in the official organ of the
Section. In order that a recount may be had
should the Section desire it, all ballots returned
to the Secretary shall be preserved until after the
next Annual Meeting.
BY-LAW XII

The Annual Meeting
Section 1. Composition. The Annual Meeting,
known as the Convention, shall be composed ex
clusively of members of the Section in good stand
ing and members whose dues are paid to July 1st
last preceding.
Sec. 2. Credentials Committee. Prior to open
ing of Convention the Board of Trustees shall ap
point a Credentials Committee and the Secretary
shall provide them with a list of members in good
standing. It shall be their duty to station them
selves at the polls and examine into and pass
on the right of applicants to vote, either as of
themselves or for others as proxy. The decision
of such committee shall be final unless immediate
appeal is made in writing to the Convention.
Sec. 3. Order of Business. The order of busi
ness at the Annual Meeting shall be as follows,
except as the meeting may decide otherwise:
1. Calling of the meeting to order by the
President, or in his absence by the tem
porary chairman selected by the Board of
Trustees.
2. Report of Committee on Credentials.
3. Election of Permanent Chairman.
4. Minutes of previous meeting.
5. Reports of Board of Trustees and of offi
cers.
6. Selection of committees.
7. Introduction of resolutions.
8. Reports of committees other than the Com
mittee on Nominations.
9. . Unfinished business.
10. New business.
11. Report of Committee on Nominations.
12. Election of officers, Trustees, and members
of Judiciary Committee.
13. Adjournment.
Sec. 4. Committees. The Permanent Chairman
shall appoint committees on Rules and Order of
Business, Audit, Resolutions, Nominations, and
such others as may be found desirable.
Sec. 5. Introduction of Resolutions. Resolu
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tions shall be introduced at that place in order of
business fixed upon the Convention, but after
the Committee on Resolutions has finally reported
no new resolutions shall be submitted except by a
two-thirds vote of the Convention.
The committee shall hear arguments for and
against the resolutions before it.
Sec. 6. Voting by Roll-Call. If a call of the
roll is demanded by one-tenth of the members of
Convention actually present, then a vote shall be
so taken.
Sec. 7. Election of Officers and Board of Trus
tees. In order that the wishes of the Convention
with regard to the policies of the coming year shall
have been determined before their election, the
election of officers and the other members of the
Board shall take place as near the close of Con
vention as possible.
Sec. 8. Introduction of Nominations. Nomina
tions for the offices of President, Vice-President,
Treasurer, the Board of Trustees, and the vacan
cies on the Judiciary Committee, may be intro
duced in open meeting, the same as resolutions.
All nominations shall be in writing and shall be
handed to the Nominating Committee for.consid
eration and report of its choice. The Nominations
Committee may hear arguments for or against the
various nominees.
Sec. 9. The President of the Whole Society at
Convention. When present, the President of the
whole Society shall have the right to preside over
the Convention.
Sec. 10. Date of Acts. Unless otherwise speci
fied, the acts of the Convention shall take effect
immediately upon their passage.
Sec. 11. Headquarters. The official headquar
ters of the Section are now located at Krotona,
in Los Angeles, California, and shall so remain
until removed by the Section in annual Conven
tion.
BY-LAW XIII

The Membership Records
It is recognized that every member has a r’ght
to expect and feel secure that his name and ad
dress on the roll of membership is private and con
fidential and that it will not be made public nor in
any way used except in such ways as is contem
plated from his membership. It is therefore made
the duty of all officers, Boards and Committees

to sacredly regard this obligation and not to use
or permit the use of the roll of members or any
portion of same for any purpose whatsoever, ex
cept that provided for or contemplated by these
laws. The President, the Editor, the Propaganda
Manager, and the Manager of the Book Concern
shall have the right to use the roll of members,
subject to the discretion of the Board of Trustees,
in order to properly discharge the duties of their
offices, and the same shall be furnished to them
by the Secretary, and to no other person, save by
direction of the Board of Trustees.
BY-LAW XIV

Amendments
By-Laws can be amended or altered at a reg
ular Annual Meeting of the Section, and to do so
it shall require a majority vote of those present in
person and by proxy. Notice of the proposed
changes shall be given not later than thirty days
prior to the date of the Convention, by publication
in the official organ of the Section, but the Con
vention may by two-thirds vote waive this re
quirement. Every member is entitled to submit
the text for alteration or addition to By-Laws and
have them published in the magazine, but unac
companied by arguments for or against. In the
interim of Section meetings the Board of Trustees
shall have power to amend or add to these ByLaws after publication in three successive issues
of the official magazine of the Section.

BY-LAW XV

Interpretation and Construction
The interpretation and construction of these
By-Laws shall follow as nearly as possible the
rules for the interpretation and construction of the
U. S. Statutes.
BY-LAW XVI

Operation of By-Laws
These By-Laws as amended shall be in force
and take effect on their enactment, and shall be
substituted for and take the place of all previous
Rules or By-Laws of the Section.

report of the book concern
To

Los Angeles, Calif., July 23, 1915.
Section oe

the Members oe the American
The Theosophical Society.

Ii beg to report that I have made a monthly
audit of the books and accounts of the Theo
sophical Book Concern at Krotona for the period
from November 1, 1914, to June 30, 1915.

This report is made as a part of, and supple
mentary to, the report on the accounts of the
American Section of the Theosophical Society
under date of July 12, 1915, by Mr. H. J. Rose,
and in agreement with him, as mentioned in the
first paragraph of his report.
There are attached hereto financial statements

132

THE MESSENGER

showing the position of the Theosophical Book
Concern during and at the close of the period
under review, as follows:

Trading Account for the period from October
1, 1914, to June 30, 1915.

Balance Sheet as at June 30, 1915.

fore the overriding profit on books to the net
wholesale value of $1,331.26 is included in the
Trading Account as actually realized, and af
fects the above calculations-to the same extent.
While considering the loss sustained through
the operations of the last two years, it would be
well to remember the many changes which have
been made during that period in the manage
ment and the office staff. Such continuous
changes at such short intervals would be almost
fatal to any business even when managed and
staffed by experts in the business, while those
who have taken charge of the operations of
the Book Concern during the period under re
view do not, I believe, make claim to any such
qualifications.
During the present management there has
been continuous effort to discover the true state
of the assets of the Book Concern, and the Ac
counts Receivable stated in the Balance Sheet
as “Good” are now considered certain to be
collected. Those classed as doubtful are as
follows:

At June 30, 1914, when making his report on
the accounts of the American Section of the
Theosophical Society, Mr. Rose furnished no
report upon the accounts of the. Theosophical
Book Concern, for reasons stated in his report
at that time. The previous report on the Theo
sophical Book Concern was made at June 30,
1913, by Mr. Robertson of Chicago, the Book
Concern at that time being located in Chicago,
which report was incorporated by me, in my
general report on the account of the American
Section of the Theosophical Society at that date.
Since June 30, 1913, the books of the Book
Concern have been twice closed without audit:
first when the management was assumed by Mr.
Hotchner at February 28, 1914, and secondly
City News & Cigar Co., Los Angeles................... $ 1.00
at September 30, 1914, on the relinquishment of Mrs.
Courtright .......................................................... 17.74
the management by him. .
Holyoke T. S......................................................
63.89
Fritz
Kunz (in dispute)...........................................
2.50
The results of the operations of the Book Con Louisville
T. S........................ ................................... 54.16
cern from July 1, 1913, to February 28, 1914, Meadville T. S............................................................. 9.14
are shown in the books as resulting in a loss of Occult Book Company............................................... 10.89
& Modern Thought Book Centre.............. 19.72
$1,888.81; while the results of the operations Occult
Salt Lake T. S.............................................................
from March 1, 1914, to September 30, 1914, are The Temple, Halcyon, Calif.................................... 13.53
6.64
Theosophical Publishing House, Benares City,
shown as a profit of $844.38.
India ..........................................................
20.04
The reason for such variable results are
$219.25
without doubt to be found in connection with
the inventories at the time of closing the books,
It is inconceivable that any unit Lodge of the
together with the introduction and omission at
various times in the inventory of propaganda Theosophical Society should hamper the Book
literature at varying valuations, which now Concern by not paying for the books which
definitely appears to belong to the American have been supplied to them on their order, and
Section of the T. S., and paid for from the gen for which they have doubtless collected the
eral funds of the Society and not from the funds cash.
of the Book Concern. This literature was in
The amount shown in the Balance Sheet as
cluded in the inventory taken in Chicago at Accounts Payable included $610.18 due to the
June 30, 1913, at a valuation of $550, increasing American Section of the Theosophical Society.
the profit shown up to that date unduly by that
Insurance is carried as follows:
amount. At February 28, 1914, this literature
Covers
For
was again included in the Book Concern in Expiration date Amount
Books, etc........ $2,500.00
ventory, but afterwards the accounts were ad Oct 22, 1916 $2,900.00
22, 1916
Fur. & Fixtures 400.00
justed to meet the actual facts, and this fact Oct.
22, 1916
1,200.00
Books, etc........ 1,200.00
to the extent of $850.00 is to that extent re Oct.
Oct. 22, 1916
2,900.00
Books, etc........ 2,500.00
sponsible for the extreme loss at that date.
Oct. 22, 1916
..............
Fur. & Fixtures 400.00
The total loss for two years’ operations of the
Every endeavor has been made at this time
Book Concern, from July 1, 1913, to June
to perfect the accounts of the Book Concern*
30, 1915, is shown by the books to'be...... $1,565.90
and the statements presented herewith may be
From which should be deducted the .$550 in
fairly considered, for the first time since the
cluded in the inventory at June 30, 1913,
which loss belonged to the previous period.. 550.00
assumption of the Book Concern by the Ameri
can Section of the Theosophical Society, to
$1,015.90
represent the action position of the business.
• or, roughly, a loss of $500.00 per annum.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
In considering the Trading Account attached
(Signed)
T. W. Thomasson,
hereto, it should be borne in mind that the
books which have been shipped to Chicago for Associate Member of the Institute of Chartered
sale have been charged to the Chicago Branch
as though they had purchased same, and there
Accountants of Ontario, Canada.
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Trading Account for the Period from October
1, 1914, to June 30, 1915.
Inventory at October 1, 1914............................... $ 5,385.78
Purchases during the period................ .............
7,964.87
Express and Postage...........................................
200.84
Deduct Inventory at June 30, 1915.........

$13 551.49
6,103.58

Cost of Books sold during thie period. . . $ 7,447.91
These books were sold for.......................
7,930.75
Realizing a gross profit of.........................
482.84
The profit on magazine subscriptions
was .........................................................
321.57

Total gross Profit for the period. . $
804.41
The cost of selling was :
Office Expenses ........................$129.76
--------------Rent and Light....................... 339.70
Salaries ..................................... 764.24
Advertising................................ 79.25
1,312.95
Net Loss on Trading for the period............$
Add: Bad Debts..................................................

508.54
70.61

$

579.15

Net Loss for the period..................... $

521.47

Deduct:

Interest Earned............$ 15.11
Deprec. Adjustment. . . 42.57
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57.68

Balance Sheet as at June 30, 1915.
Assets :

Cash in Bank.................................................... $ 301.53
Petty Cash.......................................................'.
25.00
Inventories :
Books, etc., at Krotona. .$5,719.06
Books, etc., at Chicago. . 1,331,26
Book Plates at Krotona. .
384.52
Printing & Stationery. ..
53.49
7,488.33
Accounts Receivable :
Good................................. $ 822.12
Doubtful ...........................
219.25

1,041.37

Furniture & Fixtures......... $1,496.64
DEDUCT Deprec. Reserve.
433.37

1,063.27

Insurance unexpired..............................

47.79
$9,967,29

Liabilities :
Accounts Payable........................................... $2,035.67
Loan (Mrs. K. C. Stowe)..............................
700.00
Capital Account...................... $6,168.03
Donations during the period 1,585.06

$7,753.09
DEDUCT Loss for the
period ............................
521.47

7,231.62
$9,967.29

WANTED

THE FRANCIS ST. ALBAN SCHOOL

Krotona needs an all-round practical mechanic,
one who can take care of the gasoline pump, run
an automobile, attend to the irrigation of the
orange orchard, make general repairs around
the property, etc.
Unfortunately our very capable fellow-mem
ber, Mr. Munson, who has been so efficiently at
tending to these matters, is called away by pri
vate business, and thus we shall have to spare
him for an indefinite absence. I hope that some
other member can be found to fill the place at
the usual Krotona wage.

Francis St. Alban School, the plan of which
has been previously announced by circular.
Is now ready to begin work on September 15.
A suitable house has been rented on Tenth
Street and Georgiana Avenue, Santa Monica,
California, in the open Palisade District. The
buildings are to be erected on the site on Wash
ington Boulevard which has been acquired for
the purpose. Immediately below this, two more
lots have been added, thus doubling the area
and giving ample space for tennis court, openair school, and so forth.
Helpful sympathy has been shown by Cleve
land friends who planned and held a bazaar for
the benefit of the School, and by many others
who have presented gifts for the Library and
equipment, a piano and other valuable pos
sessions.
A preliminary prospectus is being circulated,
to be followed later by a more elaborate state
ment and plans.
All those who are at all interested in this
work are asked to write to the Principal, Mrs.
Alida E. de Leeuw, 301 Tenth Street, Santa
Monica, California.

A NEW OCCULT MAGAZINE
Our members will be glad to hear that a new
Occult Quarterly Magazine for the dissemina
tion of truth is soon to be published. The first
number will be Issued in October. It is to be
called The Channel, and its editors are Mrs.
Marie Russak and Mr. Vance Thompson.
Even though the editors are both earnest
Theosophists, The Channel has no official con
nection with any sect, religion or creed. Its
aim is to study and investigate truth in what
ever form it is found, and to collaborate with
the many earnest investigators in the domains
of religion, philosophy and science.
Mrs. Russak is too well known to need any
further reference, and Mr. Thompson is one
of the best known magazine writers of the day.
The Theosophical Book Concern, Krotona,
Hollywood, Calif., will be pleased to receive
subscriptions for The Channel.

PROPAGANDA DEPARTMENT
On account of the unusual amount of space
necessarily given to the Convention in this
number of The Messenger, the announcement
of Propaganda Department activities will be
made in the next issue.
L. W. Rogers.

Propaganda Manager.
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ORGANIZATION OF THE AMERICAN SECTION.
Founded at New York, Nov. 17, 1875: incorporated in Illinois, Sept. 21, 1911.
NATIONAL PRESIDENT: A. P. Warrington,
Krotona.
NATIONAL VICE-PRESIDENT: Mrs. Marie
B. Russak, Temple Drive, Hollywood, Calif.
NATIONAL SECRETARY: Miss Isabel B. Hol
brook, Krotona.
NATIONAL TREASURER: C. O. Scudder, 1944
Cahuenga Ave., Hollywood. Calif.
PROPAGANDA MANAGER: L. W. Rogers,
1963 Cheremoya Street, Hollywood, Calif.
EDITOR: Mrs. L. W. Rogers, 1963 Cheremoya
Street, Hollywood, Calif.
MANAGER THEOSOPHICAL BOOK CON
CERN : Mrs. E. R. Broenniman, Krotona.
BOARD OF TRUSTEES: H. C. Stowe, 172
South Oxford St., Brooklyn, N. Y.; Mrs. A.
Ross Read, Akron, Ohio; Mr. Ray Wardall, 541
New York Block, Seattle, Washington; Mr.
Robert K. Walton, Box 598, Santa Monica,
Calif.; and the National President, ex officio.
JUDICIARY COMMITTEE: C. F. Holland,
207-9 Bullard Block, Los Angeles, Calif.;
George H. Wilson, 243 East Walnut St., Louis
ville, Ky.; E. Y. Blum, 920 Grand Avenue,
Kansas City, Mo.
DIVISIONAL REPRESENTATIVES: The fol
lowing appointed officers represent the Gen
eral Secretary in the territories mentioned.
Eastern Division: H. C. Stowe, 172 S. Oxford
St., Brooklyn, N. Y.; Northern Div.: Mrs. A.
Ross Read, Akron, O.; Western Div.; E. Y. Blum,
920 Grand Ave., Kansas City, Mo.; N. W. Div.:
Ray M. Wardall, 541 New York Blk., Seattle,
Wash.; Southern Div.: F. H. Smith, 613 Con
gress St., Austin, Texas; S. W. Div.: A. F.
Knudsen, Krotona, Hollywood, Los Angeles,
Calif.
NATIONAL LECTURERS: L. W. Rogers, 1963
Cheremoya St., Hollywood, Los Angeles, Calif.;
Irving S. Cooper, Krotona, Hollywood, Los
Angeles, Calif.; Mrs. Marie Russak, Temple
Drive, Hollywood, Los Angeles, Calif.; Miss
Isabel B. Holbrook, Krotona; Max Wardall, 541
New York Block, Seattle; Augustus F. Knud
sen, Krotona.
FUNDS AND BEQUESTS: The Section main
tains a General and Propaganda Fund, contribu
tions to which are either distributed as the do
nors indicate or by the Board of Trustees as the
needs of the work demand. The following is a
short form of Bequest: “I give and bequeath to
The American Section of The Theosophical So
ciety, incorporated under the laws of the State
of Illinois, on September 21st, 1911, the sum of
$------------------- - to be paid within_________

months after my decease (free of duty) exclusively out of such part of my estate not
hereby specifically disposed of, as I may by
law bequeath to charitable purposes, and I
hereby charge such part of my estate with the
said sum, and I direct that the receipt of the
said Society as provided for in its rules shall
be a sufficient discharge for the said legacy.*'
BUREAUS: The following Bureaus are now
in operation in the Section, under the super
vision of the General Secretary; address the
person listed:
Correspondence for New Members, Miss Eu

Box 393, Abbeville, Louisiana;
in the following tongues—
Swedish, Norwegian, Dutch, Finnish, Ger
man, French, Italian—address the General Sec
retary; Lectures, Mrs. Julia A. Myers, 10746
Hale Avenue, Chicago, Illinois; Press As
sociation and also Prison Work, Mr. E. B. Cat
lin, Anaconda, Montana; Library Catalogue, Miss
Julia E. Johnsen, 2542 29th Avenue, South, Min
neapolis, Minnesota; Travelers, Mr. George H.
Wilson, 243 E. Walnut Street, Louisville Ken
tucky; Music Correspondence, Frank L. Reed,
706 W. 32d Street, Austin, Texas; Round Table,
Mr. Norris W. Rakestraw, Krotona, Hollywood,
Los Angeles, Calif.; Lotus Groups, Miss Mar
jorie Tuttle, Krotona, Hollywood, Los Angeles,
California; Braille Literature for the Blind, Mrs.
Emma C. Newcomb, 28 Williams St., Cambridge
Massachusetts; Mystic Drama, Mrs. V. C. Mar
shall, 4129 Washington Boulevard, Chicago, Illi
nois; Railway Station Advertising, Mrs. Ednah
P. Freeland, 383 Oxford Street, Rochester, New
York; Southern Correspondence, Mrs. B. S. Hill
yer, 3828 Campbell Street, Kansas City, Mis
souri; Stereopticon Slides and Lectures, Mr. J. C.
Myers, 10736 Walnut Street, Morgan Park, Ill.
genie Honold,

Correspondence

ASSOCIATED

ORDER OF THE STAR IN THE EAST:
National Representative, Miss Marjorie Tuttle,
Krotona. Organizing Secretaries: Irving S.
Cooper, Krotona, Hollywood, Los Angeles,
Calif.; B. W. Lindberg, M. D., 327 Shukert
Bldg., Kansas City, Mo.
SERVANTS OF THE STAR:
National
Representative (pro tem.), Mrs. Addie M. Tuttle,
Starholm, Krotona, Hollywood, Los Angeles,
Calif.
KARMA AND REINCARNATION LEGION:
Chief Officer, Dr. Weller Van Hook; Secretary,
Dr. C. Shuddemagen. Headquarters, 7243 Coles
Ave., Chicago, Ill.

ORIENTAL ESOTERIC LIBRARY: Address
1207 Q St., Washington, D. C.
TEMPLE OF THE ROSY CROSS: Address
the Grand Chancellor T. R. C., Krotona, Holly
wood, Los Angeles, Calif.

Please hereafter send only communications on general and personal matters to

A. P. Warrington, National President,

Krotona, Hollywood, California.
Send all dues and other T. S. monies, all applications for membership, Lodge
reports, and all general routine T. S. matters addressed to

The American Section of the Theosophical Society,
Krotona, Hollywood, California.
Make T. S. checks, drafts and money orders payable to the Section as above.
These will be received by Miss Isabel B. Holbrook, National Secretary.

Send all literary matter for publication in The Messenger addressed to
The Editor of The Messenger,

Krotona, Hollywood, California.
This will be received by Mrs. May S. Rogers, the Editor.

Send all requests for propaganda matter and information concerning in
quiries about Theosophy, and all names of those possibly interested in Theosophy,
addressed to

The Propaganda Manager,
Krotona, Hollywood, California.
These will be received by Mr. L. W. Rogers or, if he is absent, by the
Assistant Propaganda Manager.
Send all orders for books, pamphlets and magazines, subscriptions for
magazines, including The Messenger, orders for catalogues, stationery, post
cards, charts, diagrams, photographs, electrotypes, incense, T. S. seals and
emblems, addressed to
The Theosophical Book Concern,
Krotona, Hollywood, California.
Make drafts -and money orders in payment for the same payable to
The Theosophical Book Concern.
These will be received by Mrs. E. R. Broenniman, Manager, or in her absence by
the Assistant Manager.

If business relating to more than one department is enclosed in one envelope,
please be careful to take up each departmental matter on a separate sheet of
paper. This will obviate the delay of having one letter necessarily pass through
various departments. Each department should have its own separate sheet or
letter for its own files, and can attend to its duties immediately when this is
provided.

THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY
Annie Besant, President
International Headquarters, Adyar, Madras, India.
NATIONAL SECTIONS
Section

America
England & Wades
India
Australia
Scandinavia
New Zealand
Netherlands
France
Italy
Germany
Cuba
Hungary
Finland
Russia
Bohemia
South Africa
Scotland
Switzerland
Belgium
Dutch East Indies
Burma
Austria
Norway

General Secretary

A. P. Warrington, Esq., Krotona,-Hollywood, Los Angeles, Calif. (Nat. Pres.)
Dr. L. Haden Guest, 19, Tavistock Square, London, W. C.
Rai Iqbal Narain Gurtu. Benares City, U. P.
W. G. John, Esq., 164 Phillip Street, Sydney, N. S. W.
Erik Cronvall, Engelbrektsgatan, 7, Stockholm, Sweden.
Dr. C. W. Sanders, 351, Queen Street, Auckland.
P* W. Schuurman, Esq., Amsteldijk, 76, Amsterdam
Monsieur Charles Blech. 4 Square Rapp, Paris.
Professor O. Penzig, 1, Corso Dogali, Genoa.
Herr Dr. Sixtus von Kapff, Konigsaller 52, Berlin—Grunewald.
Senor Rafael de Albear, Apartado, 365, Havana.
Professor Robert Nadler, Magyar Teozofia Tarsasag.
Andrassy —ut 71, Budapest VL
Pekka Ervast, Esq., Aggelby
Mme. A. Kamensky, Ivanovskaya, 22, Petersburg
Herr Jan Bedrnicek, Dolni Sarka 275, Prague-Podbaba, Bohemia.
C. E. Nelson, Esq., P. O. Box 1012, Johannesburg, Transvaal
D. Graham Pole, Esq., 28, Great King Street, Edinburgh
Mlle. H Stephani, Cour S. Pierre, 7, Geneva
Gaston Polak, 112, Avenue de la Toison d’Or, Brussels
D. van Hinloopen Lab b er ton, Esq., Weltevreden Tjikini 72, Java
Mr. A. Verhage, Maitreya Lodge, Thing angyun, Rangoon, Burma
John Cordes, Esq., Theresianumgasse 12, II. St, Vienna, III.
Miss Eva Blytt, Hansteensgt 91, Kristiania, Norway
Presidential Agents in Non-Sectionalized Countries

South America
Spain

Ireland

Senor Adrian A. Madril, 1767 Rioja, Rosario de Santa Fe, Argentina
Senor Don Jose Xifre, Rifugio, “F elicit os,” Campfer (Grisons), Haute
Engadine, Suisse.
P. Leslie Pielou, Annandale, Sandford Road, Dublin, Ireland

The American Section
LODGE DIRECTORY
NOTE: In the Lodge Directory is kept standing (a) the name and address of the Secre
tary, (b> the address of the Lodge Headquarters, (c) the telephone to be called for informa
tion, (d) the name of a resident member in cities where no lodge exists.
Secretaries are requested to examine the directory and report errors and omissions im
mediately to the National Secretary.
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND
Baltimore. Mrs. Gracia F. Tongue, 4524 Reis-

ACTON, MONTANA

Mrs. Kirstine Hansen.*

ASHEVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA

Mrs. Adelaide Burch, 207 Haywood St.
2458.*

Tel.

AKRON, OHIO
Akron. Mrs. M. F. Karper, 146 S. High St

Meets 94 E. Market St.

Tel. Peoples 5527.

ALBANY, NEW YORK
Albany. Miss Anna Emmons, 15 Western Ave.
Harmony. Miss Ida M. Marsh, care of Mrs.

E. S. Simons, 5 Madison Place. Meets Room
4, 91 N. Pearl St. Tel. Main 644 or Main 3507.

AMHERST, WISCONSIN

Mrs. Annie C. Fleming.*

tertown Road. Meets 1310 North Charles St*
Tel. Madison 3955Y.

BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA
Berkeley. Mrs. W. J. Woods, 1334 Spruce St.

Meets Wright Bldg., Cor. Shattuck and Center
Sts. Tel. 6838.

BIG RAPIDS, MICHIGAN
Big Rapids. Mrs. Cora F. Karshner, 519 N.

State St.

BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA
Birmingham. Mrs. Rose Emrick, 500 S. 15th

St.

BISBEE, COCHISE CO., ARIZONA

Mr. John G. Prichard.

Box 998.*

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS
Alpha. Miss Marguerite Boice, 72 Hunting

ton Ave. Meets 295 Huntington Ave. Tel.
Oxford 1044.
Miss Eudora Morey, 26 Batavia St.
mercial St. Meets Room ‘1, Palace Block.
Meets 26 Batavia St.
AUSTIN, TEXAS
Boston. Miss Hattie C. Whittredge. 12 Oak
Austin. Dr. Julia H. Bass, 111 W. Eighth St.
wood Ave., Dorchester Centre. Meets 295
Meets* McDonald Bldg., 200 W. Seventh St.
Huntington Ave., Room 212. Tel. Dorchester
Dharma. Mrs. E. A. Graves, 1411 W. Fifth St.
2692-W.
♦Resident member. No lodge.
ANACONDA, MONTANA
Anaconda. Duncan M. Munro, 317 W. Com

Besant.

Lodge Directory
Mr. O. W. Dahl, 71 L St., South
Meets Room 10, 295 Huntington Ave.
“ ’
26 ------Batavia St.
Olcott.
Miss Selma Fritz,
__
Meets Chauncey Hall Bldg., Room 10, Copley Square.
Huntington.

Boston.

BRIDGEPORT, CONNECTICUT

Miss Cecilia B. Geoffrey, 1023 Howard Ave.

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK
Miss J. Van
Brooklyn,

_

Nostrand, 9a Lafay- - - Ave.
•
Tel. prosette Ave. Meets 9 5 Lafayette
pect 4476.
BUFFALO, NEW YORK
Buffalo.
J. E. Taylor, 256 Main St. Meets
Henkel Bldg., Cor. Main and Utica Sts., Room
7. Tel. Crescent 336-M.
BVl’TE, MONTANA
Butte. D. Mortimer,

102 Lewisohn Blk.

,

„

4

436 Phoenix Blk. Meets
Tel. 8790 Independent.

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
Akbar.
Mrs. Clara

J. Kochersperger, 7212
Coles Ave. Meets Room 819 Fine Arts Bldg.,
410 S. Michigan Ave. Teh South Chicago 1175

Ellen Rose Dickey, 6236
Meets 1124 East 44th St.
Chicago North Shore. Mrs. Feme M. Robin
son, Hollywood, 111.
Meets 4666 Evanston
Ave., Rooms of North Shore School of Music.
Sampo.
Miss Helmi S. Kekoni, 1319 Wave
land Ave.. Meets at homes of members.
CHICAGO THEOSOPHICAL ASSOCIATION (rep
resenting the following Chicago lodges).
Meet Besant Hall, Lake View Bldg., 116 S.
Michigan Ave.
Adyar. William E. Van Norden, M. D., Besant
Hall, 116 S. Michigan Ave. Tel. Central 5049.
Annie Besant. Clarence L. Gowell, 508 South
Dearborn St. Tel. Wabash 8435.
Central of Chicago. Mrs. B. Brandon Reilly,
1342 W. Monroe St.
Chicago. Miss Louise M. Gladden, 6215 Lexington Ave. Tel. Central 5049.
Kenwood.
Mrs. A. A. Rolf, 4459 Oakenwald
Ave.
Leadbeater.
Carl H. Rahn, 2250 Clybourn
Ave. Tel. Harrison 1196.
Herakles. Mrs.
Dorchester Ave.

CINCINNATI, OHIO
Cincinnati.
Miss

lows Temple.

Alma Meier, 303 Odd Fel
Meets 211 Odd Fellows Temple.

CLEVELAND, OHIO
Cleveland. Mrs. Lida

Houghton Izant, 40 Garfield Rd.. East Cleveland. Meets “The Birmingham,” 5607 Euclid Ave.
Kipina. Emil Kaarna, 37 Phillips St., East
Cleveland. Meets 9909 Adams Ave.
Ave.
Viveka.
Aaron Wirpel, 10417 Kempton -----Meets Room 3, 5927 Euclid Ave. Tel. Eddy
1081 M.

DENVER, COLORADO
Colorado.
Mrs. Lois

Chapman, 3861
Raleigh St.
Denver. Mrs. Ida Blakemore, 1723 Park Ave.

DES MOINES, IOWA
Des Moines.
George

S. Powlison, 1037 W.

18th St.

DETROIT, MICHIGAN
Mrs. A. E.
Detroit.

Ave., W.

Meddaugh, 357 Warren

Lillie F. Dick, 248 Belvedere
Ave. Meets Valpey Bldg., 213 Woodward Ave.
Tel. Hickory 213-L.
Unity.

:Mrs.

DILLON, MONTANA
Dillon. Mrs. Belle Curtis.*
DULUTH MINNESOTA
Duluth.
Miss Mary J. Austin,

503 Sellwood
Bldg. Meets Room 203, Temple Bldg. Tel.
Melrose 4869.

EL PASO, TEXAS
El Paso. Mrs. Alpha

St.

Johnstone, 1406 Arizona.
Meets same place.

EVANSTON, ILLINOIS
Evanston. Mrs. Edith

B. Allen, 1723 Central
St. Meets 1723 Central St. Tel. Evanston
2272.

EVERETT, WASHINGTON
Everett. John S. Bobier, 41st &
FAIRHOPE, ALABAMA
Fairhope. Mrs. Elva D. Troyer.
FARMINGTON, CONNECTICUT

Mrs. Richard Blackmore.*

FILLMORE, CALIFORNIA

Mrs. Elizabeth Elkins Rivard.*

FORT WAYNE, INDIANA
Fort Wayne.
Miss Marguerite

W. Washington Blvd.

Brownson, 2701 Rosen
Ave. Meets 48th District Court Room, Court
House. Tel. Prospect 1157.

FREEPORT, ILLINOIS
Freeport. Mrs. William

roll St.

F. Jungkunz, 129 Car

FREMONT, NEBRASKA
Fremont. Mrs. Mae C.

Butt, 609 North H. St.
Meets Cor. Sixth and Broad Sts. Tel. Bell
A-737.

FRESNO, CALIFORNIA
Fresno.
Charles

675

Inez

GALVESTON, TEXAS
Galveston. W. F.

1515

31st St.

Eldred,
Meets 221 Edgerly Bldg.

Meets same place.

Pruessner,
Tel. 813.

St.

Sones, 636 Atwood
Meets 710-711 Ashton Bldg. Tel. Citizens

COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO
Colorado Springs. Miss Martha

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA

E. Stockdale,

CORRY, PENNSYLVANIA
Corry. Mrs. Augusta C.

St.*

Crandall, 505 Wright

COLUMBUS, OHIO
Columbus.
Mrs.

Main St.

Harriet Schwartz, 265 East
Meets 265 East Main St.

CORTLAND, NEW YORK

Dr. and Mrs. H. G. Henry, 25 Owego St.*

CORVALLIS, MONTANA

Mrs. M. Belle Kempter.*

Montana.

Charles A. Seifert, 1809 Rudy St.*

Tel. Charter 7610. Meets Room 118, Good
win Bldg. Tel. Charter 898-13.

HELENA, MONTANA
Helena. Mrs. Nora Lewis, 1035 Twelfth Ave.
HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS
Holyoke. Mrs. Jennie N. Ferris, 1236 Dwight

St.

HONOLULU, H. I.
Honolulu.
Mrs.

CROOKSTON, MINNESOTA
Crookston. Mrs. Mary R.

HOUSTON, TEXAS
Houston. Mr. W.

M. Smith, 126 S.
Meets 322 Merriam Blk.

Ave.

Lycan, 397 Houston

Beretania St.

Martha E.

INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA.
Indianapolis. Miss Alice

DAYTON, OHIO
Dayton.
George

JACKSON. MICHIGAN
Jackson. Mrs. Garnet

Ave.

Rock Island, TH.

E. Brittain, 900 Manhattan

Townsend,

69

L. Underhill. 1218 Milam St,
Apt. 6. Tel. P. 3740. Meets 614% Fannin St.,
Theosophic Hall, over Mitchell’s Jewelry
Store.

DALLAS, TEXAS
Dallas. Miss Mary Fouraker, Scollard Bldg.
DAVENPORT, IOWA
Tri-City. Miss Erna M. Barthel, 4417 Seventh

Ava..

Benson, Great Falls.

HART, MICHIGAN
Hart.
Miss Gertrude Reading, Hart, Mich.
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT
Hartford.
George E. H. Bacon.
Box 188.

COUNCIL BLUFFS, IOWA
Council Bluffs.
Mrs. Effie

Seventh St.

St.

GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN
Grand Rapids. Mrs. Emily
GREAT FALLS, MONTANA
Great Falls. Mrs. H. S.

517 West Dale St.

J. Mayr, 611

FORT WORTH, TEXAS
Fort Worth. Mrs. Alice

COALINGA, CALIFORNIA

John K. Collins, 35 Amy Bldg. Tel. Main 348.*

Rucker Ave.

of Trade Bldg.

•Resident member.

Anderson, 806 Board

B. Thatcher, 414 Webb
St. Meets 520 Dwight Bldg.
No lodge.

Lodge Directory
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI
Kansas City. Miss Clara Linder, 3126 Wash

ington St.
Grand Ave.

Meets Hall of Theosophy, 920
Tel. Bell South 945.

Meets 2228 Broadway. Tel. Schuyler 5776.
Upasika. Mrs. Cecelia L. Thomas, 529 W.
152d St

LA GRANGES, ILLINOIS
La Grange. W. P. Fogg, 18 N. Fifth Ave.

NORFOLK, VIRGINIA
Norfolk. James D. Bibb, Jr., 731 Duke^St.
NORTHPORT, LONG ISLAND, N. Y.

LIMA, OHIO
Lima. Mrs. Minnie Derbyshire, 622 West Elm

OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA
Oakland. Mrs. Jessie Foster Prole, 3573 Di

Meets 141 No. Madison Ave.
1177-J.
St.

Tel. La Grange

Tel. Home, 352C.

LINCOLN, NEBRASKA
Lincoln. Miss Loraine Follett, 721 First Na

tional Bank Bldg. Meets Room 28, Burling
ton Blk., Cor. 13th and O Sts. Tel. B3852.

LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA
Long Beach. Dr. Bessie P. Haines, 434 % W.

Eighth St.

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA
Hollywood. Mrs. M. T. Blair, 2219 Beachwood

Drive, Hollywood, Calif. Meets Odd Fellows
Hall, 6412 Hollywood Blvd.
Mrs. E. R. Broenniman, Krotona,
Hollywood, Calif. Meets Assembly Hall. Tel.
Home 57552.
Los Angeles. Arthur P. Moran, 408 W. 65th
St. Meets Blanchard Bldg., 233 S. Broadway.
Tel. Home 73443.
Krotona.

LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY
Annie Besant. Charles Hampton, 523 South

First St. Meets 523 South First St. Tel.
Main 3697 and City 3697.
Louisville. Thomas M. Gilmore, Jr., 1012
Starks Bldg. Meets 310 Courier-Journal Bldg.

MADISON, WISCONSIN

Mr. Dudley C. Brooks, 446 North Charter St.*

MELROSE HIGHLANDS, MASSACHUSETTS
Melrose Highlands. Mrs. Jessie A Jones,

Spring St.

MERCED, CALIFORNIA.

Mrs. Emille C. Sharpe, 644 18th St.*

MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN
Milwaukee. Henry Brockbank, 943

Island
Ave. Meets Manhattan Bldg., 133 Second St.
Tel. Main 1904-X.

MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA
Minneapolis. Miss Suzanne Kranz, 70 S. 11th

Meets 917 Marquette Ave.
St. Anthony. Mrs. Thomas G. Lee, 509 River
Road, S. E. Meets same address.
Star of the North. John V. Koester, 600 Lum
ber Exchange.
Yggdrasil. Gunerius Troseth, 3030 14th Ave.
South. Meets 917 Marquette Ave.
St.

MT. CARMEL, ILLINOIS

Bernard S. Landes, 402 Cherry St.*

MT. VERNON, ILLINOIS

Edward E. Edmondson, M. D., 113 S. Tenth
St. Tel. 30.*

MT. VERNON, NEW YORK
Mt. Vernon. Miss F. Margaret

Fletcher Ave.

7

Tel. 640.

NEWARK, NEW JERSEY
Newark. Mr. F. Ross Morisen, 530 Norwood

Meets Room 211, Ar

Park, 483 Or
Meets “Orange-Elm

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA
New Orleans. Miss Muriel

Mitchell, 7730
Jeannette St. Meets De Soto Hotel.
Truthseekers. Mrs. Florence Howard, 3513
St. Charles Ave. Tel. Uptown 252. Meets
3513 St. Charles Ave.

NEW ROCHELLE, NEW YORK
New Rochelle.. Miss Martha G. Haviland, For

est Heights.

Meets 88 Centre Ave.

Ave.

Meets 135 N. Harvey Ave.

OCEANSIDE, CALIFORNIA

Mrs. Fannie F. Young.*

OGDEN, UTAH
Ogden. John Porter, 2521 Adams St.
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.
Oklahoma. Frederick Henkel, 531 E. Eighth

St. Tel. Walnut 3511.
stitute.

Meets Musical Art In

OMAHA, NEBRASKA
Olcott. Mrs. Alice A. Holtman, 1920 Locust

St.
Omaha. Mrs. K. P. Eklund, 4319 Parker St.
Meets 701 Bee (Bldg., 17th and Farnum Sts.
Tel. Douglas 3393 or Walnut 1771.

PADUCAH, KENTUCKY

Mr. W. G. McFadden, 605 Broadway.*

PASADENA, CALIFORNIA
Pasadena. Miss Frances

E. Christien, 278
North Marengo Ave. Meets Room 11, KinneyKendall Bldg., cor. Raymond Ave. and Color
ado St. Tel. Fair Oaks 1408.

PATERSON, NEW JERSEY
Paterson. Miss Martha Bazdorf, 41 Olympia

St., Lakeview. Meets Room 307 Colt Bldg.
Tel. Paterson 1277-M.

PELHAM, NEW YORK
Pelham. Meets 246 Loring Ave.

Tel. 2122 W., Mrs. Burnett.

Tel. 1483;

PEORIA, ILLINOIS
Peoria. Mrs. Florence A. Mitchell, Knoxville

Road.

R. F. D. No. 2.

PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA
Philadelphia. Miss Caryl Annear, 73 Douglas

St., West.

Meets 1617 N. Broad. St.

PITTSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA
Iron City. Mrs. Carrie L. Cadwallader, 1036

Stanford Road, Thornburg, Pittsburgh. Tel.
508 Crafton.
Mrs. Nelle R. Eberhart, 5301 Nor
thumberland Ave. Meets 601-3 Vilsack Bldg.,
6200 Penn Ave. Tel. Schenley 1958-R.

Pittsburg.

PORT HURON, MICHIGAN
Port Huron. Mrs. Sophina A. Peck, 1507 Mili

tary St.

Meets Public Library.

Tel. 1016,

PORTLAND, OREGON
Portland. Mrs. Louie F. MacGregor,

Tillamook St.

Meets 726 Morgan Bldg.

2101

READING, PENNSYLVANIA
Reading. Miss Florence A. Hoskin, 33 North

10th St. Meets 728 N. Second St.
solidated 554-B.

Tel. Con

RED BANK, NEW JERSEY

Mrs. Lucy B. Coleman, 15 Rector Place.*

NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT
New Haven. Mrs. Lucy A.

ange St. Tel. 3182.
Block,” 241 Orange St.

mond Ave. Meets Maple Hall, Cor. 14th and
Webster Sts. Tel. Merritt 1337.

OAK PARK, ILLINOIS
Oak Park. Harry B. Davis, 140 S. Harvey

1VTt*q

Gould,

MUSKEGON, MICHIGAN
Unity. Mrs. Loretta E. Booth, 57 Fourth St.

St., East Orange, N. J.
cade Bldg.

Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Shumaker, Box 227.*

Tel. 51.

NEW YORK, NEW YORK
Central. Miss Hattie von Bulow, 318 W. 51st

RED WING, MINNESOTA

Mrs. David R. Jones, 824 Third St.*

RENO, NEVADA
Reno. John H. Wlgg, 134 Bell St.

Room 28, Washoe County Bank Bldg.

Meets

RICHFIELD SPRINGS, NEW YORK
Richfield Springs. Mrs. C. E. Martinez, Box

396

RIVERSIDE, CALIFORNIA
Riverside. Dr. Clara H. Case, Box 448. Meets

443 Cedar St.

ROCHESTER, NEW YORK
Genesee. Miss Alice L. Scranton, 83 Avenue

D. Meets 101 Cornwall Bldg., 156 Main St.
Tel. Stone 3652-L.
St. Meets 2228 Broadway (bet. 79th and 80th
Rochester. Miss Laura A. Rockwood, 58 Bly
Sts.) Tel. Schuyler 10436.
St. Meets 72 East Ave., Saunder’s Studios.
New York. Mrs. Lenelle Eggleston, 2228
Tel. Chase 2272-J.
Broadway.
Meets 2228 Broadway
Tel.
White Lotus. John L. Goddard, 87 Ave. D.
Schuyler 10436, and Morningside 4930.
Meets Reynolds Library. Tel. Home 7081R,
Unity. Miss Mary C. Hyatt, 115 Broadway.
Stone.
♦Resident member. No lodge.

Lodge Directory
SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA
Sacramento. Miss Jessie E.

SOUTH PASADENA, CALIFORNIA
South Pasadena.
Mrs. Maude

SAGINAW, MICHIGAN
Saginaw.
Mrs. E. G.

SPOKANE, WASHINGTON
Spokane.
Mrs. Henrietta

ST. JOSEPH, MISSOURI

SPRINGFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS
Springfield.
Miss Elizabeth B.

Smith, 1332 N St.
Meets Room 2, Odd Fellows Temple.

Combs, 307 Owen St.
Meets Room 4, Cass Bldg. Tel. 1420-J.

Mrs. Emma F. Riggs, 502 Corby-Forsee Bldg.*

1218 Fremont Ave.

ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA
St. Paul. William S.

Tayler, 319 Wilder Ave.
Meets 71 West 4th St., Studio Bldg. Tel.
Midway 518.

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH
Salt Lake. Frank B. Terriberry,

tion.
Phone Hyland 236-W.
315, Templeton Bldg.

Calder’s Sta
Meets Room

Bunker, 95
Mulberry St. Meets Room 207 Kinsman Bldg.,
168 Bridge St. Tel. 3431-M.

STAMFORD, CONNECTICUT

Mrs. Eva A. Caffrey, 136 Forrest St.*
Mrs. Annie B. Southwick, 162 Glenbrook
Road.*

SUPERIOR, WISCONSIN
Superior. W. E. Haily, Room 219 Truax Bldg.
Superior North Star. Mrs. Edith Lois Conklin,

1924 John St.

land Ave.
Warren.

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA
Golden Gate. Mrs. E. J. Eaton,

1472 Golden
Gate Ave. Meets 1472 Golden Gate Ave. Tel.
Sunset 1645.
San Francisco.
Mr. J. E. Allison, 253 21st
Ave. Meets Room 304, Native Sons Bldg., 414
Mason St.

SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA
San Jose. Mrs. Ollie I.

Davis, 350 No. 9th St.
Meets Spiritual Temple. Tel. San Jose 5099-R.

SAN RAFAEL, CALIFORNIA

1529 S. E St. Meets
719 S .E St.
Unity.
Mrs. Katherine Lockwood, 510 North
M St.

TAMPA, FLORIDA
Tampa. George
TOLEDO, OHIO
Harmony.
Mrs.

St. Meets 145 Third St.
Lines.

SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA
Santa Rose.
Mrs. Lucy

P. Sullivan.

Box 598.

Margaret E. Gurney, 2454
Lawrence Ave. Meets 219 Michigan St. Tel.
Home 6170.
Toledo.
Mrs. Clara Bowser, 825 Ambia St.
Meets 302 Colton Bldg. Tel. Home B 98x6.

TOPEKA, KANSAS
Topeka. Mrs. Jennie Griffin,
VICKSBURG, MISSISSIPPI

714 Horne St.

Miss Henrie A. Tucker, 1114 Second North
St.*

Mr. Alfred H. de Lisle, Box 291.*

SANTA CRUZ, CALIFORNIA
Santa Cruz. Mrs. Nellie H.

C. Spalding, 2364 Mid
Meets 103 Bastable. Tel. 5481

TACOMA, WASHINGTON
Tacoma. G. A. Weber,

SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA
Annie Besant. Miss Laura

Athey, 846 11th St.
Meets Besant Hall, N. E. Cor. Seventh and
Broadway. Tel. Main 2222.

Meets same place.

SYRACUSE, NEW YORK
Syracuse. Miss Fannie

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS
San Antonio.
Mrs.

E. M. Reed, 511 Gibbs
Bldg. Meets 209 Central Office Bldg. Tel.
Crockett 443.

Parent, 2009 W.
Meets 332-337 Peyton Bldg.

Pacific Ave.

ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI
Brotherhood. Mrs. Emma

Niedner, 4066 Flora
Blvd. Tel. Grand 948.
Meets Olcott Hall,
Nicholas Bldg., 1504 S. Grand Ave. Tel. Sid
ney 3028.

C. Bragonler,

Uhden, 145 Third
Tel. 479-388 Main

M. Zoberbier,

WALLACE, IDAHO
Wallace. Mrs. Elizabeth
WASHINGTON, D. C.
Capital City. Mrs. Marie

M. Cory, 102 Chest
nut Ave., Takoma Park, D. C. Meets 1216
H St., N. W.
Washington. Mrs. Caroline M. Gillett, 307 B
St., S. E. Meets 1216 H St., N. W.

433

Humboldt St.
SCOTTSBLUFF, NEBRASKA

Dr. Andrew Crawford.*

Sutherland.

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON
Seattle.
Miss Contentment

WEBB CITY, MISSOURI
Webb City. Miss Ethel

SHERIDAN, WYOMING
Sheridan. Perry Hulse,

WHEELING, WEST VIRGINIA
Wheeling. Mrs. Caroline Arbenz, 39
WICHITA, KANSAS
Wichita. Mrs. Emma S. La Paz, 1307

Stockdale, 115
Meets Rooms 221-222 P. I. Bldg.,

18th Ave.
Union St.

Box 453.
Fellows Hall, 26 N. Main St.

Meets Odd

St.

Watson, 824 W. Third

dock Ave.

SOUTH FRAMINGHAM, MASSACHUSETTS

Mr. Florian A. Baker, Miss Ada Baker, Miss
Louise Eitel, 45 Franklin St.*

15th St.
E. Mur

YORK, PENNSYLVANIA

Mr. George Kindig, 336 W. Philadelphia St.*

CANADA
OTTAWA, CANADA

CALGARY, ALBERTA
Calgary. E. H. Lloyd

Crescent.

Knechtel, 510 Rosedale
Feets Room 28, Mackie Block.

EDMONTON, ALBERTA
Edmonton. Miss Annie

St.

H. Turner, 10041 108th
Meets Room 509, Civic Blk.

ENDERBY, B. C.

Mr. and Mrs. George R. Lawes.*

HAMILTON, ONTARIO

Mr. and Mrs. Harry R. Tallman, 45 Sophia St.,
South.*

KELOWNA, B. C.
Kelowna. Mrs. Phyllis H. M. Gore.
MONTREAL, QUEBEC
Montreal. Miss G. I. Watson. Box

Box 382.

672. Meets
Room 10, 16 McGill College Ave. Tel. East
3863, Mr. Fyfe.

NELSON, B. C.

Mr. T. Stuart Palmer.

Box 845.*

Number of lodges, 157.

Ernest W. Jackson, 184 Lisgar St.*

REGINA, SASKATCHEWAN
Regina.
Mrs. Helen B.

Library.

Young,

Legislative

TORONTO, ONTARIO
Toronto.
Roy M.

Mitchell, 41 Harbord St.
Meets Canadian Foresters Hall.

VANCOUVER, B. C.
Orpheus. Mrs. Kate

M. Pegram, 911 Nicola St.
Meets 6 Court House Block, 812 Robson St.
Vancouver. Miss Catherine M. Menzies, Room
24, 553 Granville St. Meets Room 24, LeighSpencer Bldg., 553 Granville St.

VICTORIA, B. C.
Victoria.
Mrs.

Bldg.

Mary Sanders, 202 Campbell
Meets 202 Campbell Bldg.

WINNIPEG, MANITOBA
Winnipeg. William H.

A. Long, Inland Rev
enue Dept. Meets Room 12, Monadnock Bldg.,
Fort St. Tel. Main 312.

Approximate membership, 4937—June 30.

•Resident member.

No lodge.

THE CHANNEL
The New Occult Quarterly
Editors: Mrs. Marie B. Russak and Mr. Vance Thompson.

Early numbers will contain, among other articles, the following:
WAR AS SEEN BY THE DEAD
NEW LIGHT ON ATLANTIS
THE SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE OF PHOTO-PLAYS
ESOTERICISM OF PRE-NATAL AND ANTE-NATAL
EDUCATION OF CHILDREN
OCCULT HEALING
GREAT EGOS OF THE WAR
Yearly subscription, $1.00 (Canadian, $1.15; Foreign, $1.25).

First Number, October, 1915.

NOTICE
We are making special efforts to develop our Subscription Department, and
trust that every member will encourage this venture by sending his subscription,
through the Book Concern, not only to The Channel but also to the Society’s
magazines—The Theosophist, The Adyar Bulletin, Esoteric Christianity,
The Young Age, The Messenger, and all occult and popular magazines, both
foreign and domestic.

SPECIAL PRICES
To Hold Through October
Annie Besant, by G. S. Arundale............. ........................................... $0.25 postage, 2c.
An appreciation written for her 65th birthday.

Esoteric Christianity, by Mrs. Besant........................
Indian Edition, Board.

.75, post-paid

Giordano Bruno, by Mrs. Besant__ _________
35
Life Work of Mrs. Besant, by Susan E. Gay_________
20
A Brief Life of Annie Besant, by Claude Bragdon___ ___
.05
An Interview with Mrs. Besant, by Albert Dawson_____________ 05

“
“
‘‘
“

THEOSOPHICAL BOOK CONCERN,
Krotona, Hollywood,
Los Angeles, Calif.

We will order any book you desire from any publisher in the world.
in your orders at once in order to avoid delay.

Send

