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earrings and the cattle on the hills. He has
something to give—not all his psychic coin
is counterfeit.

* # * *

As you traverse the streets of the mod-
ern city—of any city—you discover a
strange underlife. You see hundreds of
little temples, sheltering vague creeds.
Fortune-tellers lurk in the doorways.
Hope-merchants and healers print their ad-
vertisements in the newspapers and dis-
play them on the house fronts. Are they
all charlatans? An affirmative answer
would be uncritical. Indeed it may ‘be

doubted whether any of them are merely -

charlatans. For it is a disquieting fact
that they are, almost always, psychic in
a degree. Even the exposed and convicted
rogues of the ‘‘Clairvoyant Trust’’ have a
measure of clairvoyance. That is the
deadly thing about it. And just this dead-
ly thing gave Savonarola his night of un-
remitting anguish. Long ago in his cell of
Saint Mark’s—in the pale Florentine night
—he faced the monstrous truth.
* * L] ]

‘What was that truth?

You will find it written at large in his
sermons, in his dialogue on prophetic
truth, in his confession (under torture)
and notably in the pamphlet entitled
‘‘Compendium, Revelationum.’’ Savona-
rola was the ruler of an entire people; he
filled the world with his eloquence; he
was the most original philosopher of his
age; he gave Florence the best form of
republican government it ever possessed
—a strong man, wise and brave. Withal
he was a seer. His Visions were clairvoy-
ant. Like Joan of Are he had his Voices—
they spoke to him in the high hours. He
foretold events that were to come to pass
—in wars and politics and the shiftings
of states—and his prophecies came true.
The keenest statesmen of his age have tes-
tified, with- amazement, to the truth of
his ‘‘miraculous predictions.”” You have
the evidence of skeptics like Philip de
Commines and Machiavelli. No one in his
day attempted to deny his gift of
prophecy. He saw; and the Visions were
true. Heard; and the Voices spoke true

 last hour had come.
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things. An ‘‘inward fire compelled him
to speak."”’

Then it was he was brought face to
face with a more awful truth—with the
blinding and devastating truth that there
is no essential connection between psychie
power and moral power. With horror and
despair, he recognized the desolating fact
that the tallest and strongest psychic
powers may be rooted in spiritual squalor
and moral unworthiness.

An awesome truth ; and it is this truth—
more than any other—the selfless Savona-
rola came into the world to teach man-
kind.

He was himself a man of perfect purity
—a proudly pure man to whom personal
honors were almost unendurable—in whom
there was no greed—and yet the thing he
saw most clearly was that psychic power
has no knowledge of the moral law. It
neither knows it, nor understands it. It
may work with it or it may work against
it; between them is no bond of kinship.
It was in the destiny of Savonarola to die
—in eddying flames—for many truths, but
this was the truth he proclaimed when his
And it is an awful
truth. It goes to the heart of the matter.
It makes clear the tangled lives of the
hope-merchants and the clairvoyants, the
healers and the fortune-tellers. It ex-
plains why the chariot-chief went away,
naked even of a robe of wild skins, while
the Druid sat down by the ecaptured
hearth.

Charlatans?

They are not mere charlatans. They
do indeed hear the Voices; they see the
Visions; but their psychic power has no
essential union with the common laws of
good and evil. They may be honest—self-
less as Savonarola. They may be dishon-
est—as some poor fortune-telling swindler
of the alley and the gaol. That depends.
Their psychic capacity has nothing to do
with it. Psychic power is a thing apart.
The use that is made of it depends wholly
upon the individual—his aptitude for
greed or self-sacrifice, for ostentation or
for honorable living.

This, then, is the truth proclaimed by






PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT

BY A. F. KNUDSEN

There is a certain vagueness in the
popular use of the word ‘“person’’ and its
derivatives. The commonplace error, of
course, is that which confuses personality
with individuality. The distinction be-
tween them, however, is sharp and clear.
And the distinction is clearest when you
make use of these terms to define human
development. Thus, development is the
linking of the individual and the person—
resulting in that manifestation of the in-
ner man, which is the true aim and object
of evolution.

If you take the phrase ‘‘personal de-
velopment,’’ applying it solely to the
physical plane aspect, you might claim
that the personality of a tremendously
strong and physically courageous Bush-
man or South Sea Islander or North Amer-
ican Indian was far more highly developed
than that of a weak and decrepit Eu-
ropean. Yet the latter might be Herbert
Spencer, who for twenty years was kept
alive only by the care of trained nurses.

‘Which of the two—the Bushman or the
philosopher—has the better development?

Here it is that you must define your
terms. Were the matter one of physical
development only, then undoubtedly the
savage would be in advance of the phil-
osopher. In fact the word personal is
used very loosely in popular writing and
especially in newspaper prose. Often it
is taken to mean the whole of the man. In
that one loose word personality popular
writers include the mind, the ego, the
character, the education, the attainments,
the savoir-faire of the man. The first truth
to be impressed upon the Theosophist is
the distinction between personality and
individuality.

The personality, then, is that which is
impermanent—that which dies; the indi-
viduality is that which is permanent or
immortal. So development of the person-

ality is being brought down to mean a
physical plane development to express the
inner man, and there is no more need of
tremendous physical prowess, lacking in
intelligence, than there is of tremendous
intellectual prowess, which is not based
on everyday physical strength and vital-
ity. There is no more reason for being a
nervous wreck than there is for being
stupid—perhaps I should say for being in-
tellectually or mentally phlegmatic.

I have been comparing two races; but
the thought is even more clearly defined
if you study the men of one race. Take
the American. For instance, one form of
disease has come to be recognized as dis-
tinctively American. Yoqu know it as
nervous prostration. It has become ex-
tremely serious, as you may see by the
data which have been gathered in recent
years. In the Outlook not long ago there
was a short article giving statisties of the
number of young men of intellectual vigor
and scholarly training who collapsed early
in life—before they were thirty years of
age, or at all events before reaching
thirty-five. They collapsed and fell into
mental ruin; or, if they were able to carry
on the work of life, it was at a diminished
rate of speed and efficiency. At best
they were cripples in the race.

Now what, in reality, is this ‘‘great
Amnerican disease?’’

IT IS THE FAILURE OF THE PER-
SONALITY TO MEET AND ANSWER
THE DEMANDS OF THE INDIVIDUAL-
ITY.

It is—to repeat what I have said—the
failure of the impermanent man to meet
the requirements of the permanent and
immortal. It would be tragic if one had
to consider these young men who are
thirty-five years of age as ultimate fail-
ures. They may have failed in a worldly
way, but fortunately there is a higher

D
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go forward and make a fairly successful
career. . :

But a great many confine it purely to
the physical and you find such a vast
amount of time and energy expended on
purely physical health quite independently
of emotional health or intellectual sanity.
They wish to keep their bodies in a state
of true sanitation but they do not carry all
the phases of that word sanity out on all
the planes.

The lives of our different geniuses that
have suffered from ill health show us that
there must be a due consideration of phys-
ical as well as mental activity. The per-
sonal development, then, means health,
and health means sequence and correla-
tion and the capacity for purposeful ex-
pression on every plane. It therefore means
a certain amount of cultivation of the in-
dividuality’s vehicle of expression. It
means the development of the body as
simply another channel or a great number
of channels for the innumerable activities
of the higher man. It does not mean
simply sitting for yoga. I know people
who have sat for yoga for yearsand
achieved nothing. ,

I knew' a man in India who tried very
hard to teach me some methods of sitting
for yoga. He died of nervous prostration.
I came back to this country and the first
year I was in Chicago I joined a great
friend I had made on the spur of the
moment. (All good Theosophists become
friends ‘‘on the spur of the moment.’’) He
had been a student of H. P. B. He
had never practiced yoga except when he
was ‘‘sitting for yoga’’ and my view of
the subject was a revelation to him. He

THE MESSENGER

said, ‘I never realized that you practice
yoga when you are out walking and talk-
ing and reading and dealing with men and
women and children.”’

There is just one school of yoga and
that is the world. Monasticism has been
swept away. We must be in the world,
but not necessarily of it, and there we get
the true yoga, true personal development.
‘Where you have every nerve under control
so that'you can meet every situation with
control you ought to be an all-round man.
Then you approach the true development.
The man that is not perplexed, not dis-
concerted, is the controlled man. There
are a great many of us who get very much
disconcerted with some little thing that

. happens. I have seen people disconcerted

by a child or a mouse, the smell of food,
the presence of some ordinary lifeless mat-
ter. I knew a man to be disconcerted be-
cause a lady in a car had on a garment
made of monkey-skin fur, or because a man
smoked a cigar. He once failed to be use-
ful for the rest of the day because he saw
a man doing an uncivilized action—for
such savages are in the world, even in
our big cities. You want to be so con-
cerned with what you are giving out, so
self-possessed of all your channels, so busy
doing your work' that you have no.time
to be disconcerted. You must have too
much momentum to be interrupted by
these little things. If you have your body
sufficiently under control, your nervous
organization sufficiently active, if you
have your emotions running along the
right lines, you will have a psychological
momentum that nothing can upset. There
you have the true personal development.

Knowledge we ask not—knowledge Thou

hast lent;

But Lord, the will—there lies our bitter

need.

Give us to build above the deep intent
The deed, the deed.”’
. —John Drinkwater.
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the true tradition of oriental music are in
possession of the basic laws of etheric har-
mony. The chanting of Sanskrit does cer-
tainly produce results; but here the lack
is an understanding of laws of harmony
in the denser medium.

We have, however, in our galaxy  of
musical geniuses men who knew instine-
tively the laws of etheric harmony. Prob-
ably, on the whole, Beethoven’s delicate
tracery reveals this best, Chopin exhibits
a more robust and florid but by no means
50 chaste a variety. Yet the most remark-
able single example, I should think, ac-
companies the ride of the Walkure. But
the diatonic scale alone is basically un-
suited to the handling of the finest forms
of etheric harmony, and the piano, above
all, is limited. The violin and the voice
ought to be our future western source of
research and discovery in this direction.

Beethoven himself reached his greatest
height as a composer after his dense physi-
cal sense of hearing hecame practically
useless. His etheric hearing must un-
questionably have been enormously ampli-
fied, in the same way through which blind
people frequently become somewhat clair-
voyant, that is, by the insistent flow of
Fohat through the nearest related channel
to the outlet closed. And at the same time
his reaching blindly above him must have
awakened the corresponding psycho-spir-
itual and spirito-monadic senses. For we
have, between the twa sections of the
mental world and the two sections of the

spiritual world, senses greatly glorified,”

yet corresponding to that of hearing. The
cessation or suspension of the coarse physi-
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cal phase turns back the life forces, in the
case of a genius like Beethoven, to other
worlds than this. He finds unheard melo-
dies; he hearkens unto another, a still
Voice; he knows how truly did Lorenzo
speak in the moonlit garden at Belmont,
when, looking up at the floor of heaven
thick inlaid with patines of bright gold,
he said:

There’s not the smallest orb which thou
behold’st

But in his motion like an angel sings,

Still quiring to the young-eyed cherubims H

Such harmony is in immortal souls,

But whilst this muddy vesture of decay

Doth grossly close us in, we cannot hear it.

We must listen from time to time to
raucous, cacophanous blatancy of men;
but across the first Border, this very same
offending sense, reborn, brings to us the
whisperings of another world wherein a
thousand trolls and a myriad pixies ery
in wee small voices underneath a gibbous
moon. And far beyond that nacreous
world we have each of us again a finely
tuned and modulated sense which, awak-
ened and trained, brings to us still greater
melodies, a choral of celestial voices. And
yet again, informed by Love-alive, by
Love-aware and Love-rejoicing, this self-
same sense, transformed and transmo-
grified, triumphantly draws down- that
victor chorus whose mighty diapason, as
we transported listen, resolves itself into
unfaltering Unison; and in a sudden, over-
whelming, crashing chord we hear—all
that we can bear—a single Word, the frag-
ment of a Name.

““Happy are all free people, too strong
to be dispossessed ;
But blessed are those among nations, who
dare to be strong for the rest!’’
—Elizabeth Barret Browning.
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known throughout the Occident ignorance,
vice and crime should be extinct here. As
a matter of fact, we know that they are
found elsewhere throughout our part of
the world and most of all in the great
centres of our civilization. The difficulty
is not that the Christian religion contains
no teaching that will help the situation,
but that the millions who inhabit the Occi-
dent have not reached the point where
they really desire to live unselfish lives.
The evolution that is slowly lifting the
race to that point is going on in the Orient
as well as in the Occident, but it would
be absurd to hold either occultism or
Christianity responsible for the ignorance
and degradation in either civilization. An-
other misconception is that the masses in
" the Orient have a clear and comprehensive
knowledge of Theosophical teachings. The
teaching reaches them largely through
some one of the great religions, and it
must be remembered that all religions,
Christianity not excepted, become mater-
ialized as the centuries pass. The life
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dies out of the forms and the original
meaning is lost. Thus it happens that the
doctrine of Karma, so wonderfully con-
ductive to right living when really un-
derstood, has degenerated into a sort of
fatalism for many in the Orient, just as
the real meaning of the erucifixion and
resurrection has been lost to the Christian
millions of the Occident and is likewise
no longer the vital thing it might other-
wise be in shaping their lives.

The American tendency toward mater-
ialism is as great if not a greater fault
than any the Orient may have. But this,
at least, may be said for us—as eciviliza-
tions go, we are young; we are in the®
awkward age of youthful conceit and
swagger. In time we shall learn that we
have no monopoly of the virtues of eivili-
zation, and it will be well for us if we
learn it a bit more rapidly in these times of
swiftly changing scenes that are closing

.an era of human evolution and heralding-

the coming of a world religion in which
there will be no place for intolerance.

POETRY

I am the reality of things that seem;
The great transmuter, melting loss to gain,
Languor to love, and fining joy from pain,

I am the waking, who am called the dream ;

b

I am the sun, all light reflects my gleam;
I am the altar-fire within the fane;

I am: the force of the refreshing rain;

I am the sea to which flows every stream ;
I am the utmost height there is to climb;
I am the truth, mirrored in faney’s glass;
I am stability, all else will pass;

I am eternity, encircling time;

Kill me, none may; conquer me, nothing

can—

I am God’s soul, fused in the soul of man.

—Ella Heath.
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quence. There is a haunting quality in
his prose. Here, for example:

‘““In the end the oppressor is always
worsted and the injured cause set right.
Collectively there has never been any such
thing as injustice, nor the necessity for
any such thing as law; in sum every act
is balanced by its consequence, every
flicker of thought works out its own pun-
ishment or reward. Act and consequence
are as indissoluble as subject and predi-
cate; though the consequence of our
thought at this moment may be as a dry
grain of wheat for a few thousand years,
it will one day bear its stalk of golden
corn; as there is nothing unrequited so
there is nothing trivial and unimportant.”’

Mr. Webb, like so many thinkers of
the day, is an unconscious Theosophist.
His little volume is one to live with—a
bedside book—a book for every hour.

CONTAGION

We read that a certain student in a
college had the mumps. He was requested
to remain away from class assemblies until
he had recovered. This he refused to do,
contending that they were his mumps and
he had a right to do what he wished with
them, The faculty thereupon suspended
him, reasoning that, while he had a perfect
right to his mumps, he had no right to
pass them around and he could not keep
them himself.

The incident furnishes an excellent
moral to occultists who know something
about the contagion of thought. We have
seen well behaved lodges hopelessly cor-
rupted by the presence in their midst of
an advanced case of ‘‘critical intellectual-
ism.”” We are now thoroughly alive to
the striking manner in which thought
vibrations pour forth from the aura of a
strong thinker, moulding and shaping the
surrounding atmosphere into his forms of
mental impulses. Lodge members who are
not well harmonized and synthetic in their

processes of thought should beware of
the presence of a critical intellectualist in
their midst, for whether he controls his
speech or not, he cannot possibly keep his
disruptive energies to himself. We have
sometimes ‘doubted whether there is such
a thing as creative criticism. If there is, it
has no very valuable place in theosophical
work at the preset time. As time passes
and we grow more rigid and orthodox and
tend to crystalize around the pronounce-
ments of our leaders, then the critic and
his tumultuous mental body will be needed.
At this time our undivided energies should
be laid on the altar of union. If our meth-
ods are clumsy and inexact, we may hon-
estly say so and seek to put into practice
better ones. Every change inaugurated,
every improvement or progression is an
implied criticism of that which has gone
before, but none of the destructive ele-
ments of discord and blighting criticism
need enter in.

No one is immune from the contagion of
discord, so let us beware. M. W.

READ THE MESSENGER

Some of the members throughout the
United States have a habit of giving THE
MEeSsSENGER a perfunctory welcome. When
THE MESSENGER comes toward the latter
part of the month they tear off the wrap-
per, glance hastily through its pages and
then lay it aside, ofttimes without reading
thoroughly any part of the magazine. We
are vain enough to believe that this is a
most serious mistake, THE MESSENGER is
not a mere vacuous bulletin filled with
small talk and local news. It is a live thing
vibrating with forces and ideas that you

‘need. You you do not have to read it,

but it will be very hard for you to keep in
touch. with the march of the big things
that are almost upon us unless you culti-
vate the habit of reading THE MESSENGER
from cover to cover. M. W.

Owing to illness the Editor has been unable to answer in due time many
important letters. She deeply regrets this delay and hopes, within a few Weeks

to reply to all her correspondents.







342

veins of young men to enable them to feel
protected against the results of their vice,
it will be difficult to stem the tide of
prostitution and to start an upward
movement on .behalf of a wholesome hu-
manity.

Let us have high-born men and women
to fulfill the high destiny that lies ahead
for our race, and to this end let all preach
the. doctrine of purity and self-mastery.

MAKING A LIBRARY )

The following very interesting sugges-
tion comes from Mr. Herbert S. Millen,
one of our active Canadian members, and
may prove vital to many of the Lodges in
the Section:

While I was assisting to stir up Theosophy in
Calgary in 1913-14 I was at the' same time
owner of a three-hundred-book library con-
sisting mostly of New Thought volumes. I had
been circulating about forty theosophical books
that were my own property, and in a place like
Calgary, where Theosophy was then almost
unheard of, theosophical books were at a pre-
mium as the pioneer work began to create a de-
mand for them. As I was unwilling to buy
more books of any class whatsoever out of
my own pocket, and there seemed no other
means by which to supply the demand, I
turned to and evolved a scheme which I put
into successful execution and which I think if
might be well to explain to you so that other
groups of people may consider its usefulness,

I drew up a list of the most known Theoso-
phic books—those by Leadbeater, Mrs. Be-
sant, and so on—and typed out several copies
with the prices opposite the names of the
books, and then at the Theosophical meetings
I watched out for regular attendants and asked
them if they would care to join the “Theosophic
Book Club” by buying one of the books we
wanted and putting it into the club, said book
to remain property of the club member and to
be withdrawable at an time on demand, adding
that bogks could be borrowed at once if de-
sired.

The first question I would ask would be:
“Well, what book do you want?” Then out
would come my list and I would quietly ex-
plain that we were wanting subscribers for
this book and that book, but that their prices
were not all the same, and that if I might be
told how much the person cared to pay for
a book I could choose one to suit the price.
The question of price presented no diffculty,
for the books are of all prices, and on dis-
covering just about what price the party would
care to pay, I would choose a book I wanted to
get for the club, state the name and subject,
and ask approval. Then I gave a receipt which
stated the name of the book and the author's
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name, as well as price and other details. I
soon got subscribers for a long list of books.

On arrival of the new books I used a rub-
ber stamp and on the inside cover or first
page I stamped two lines:

This book is the personal property of
ClJomt property of the Theosophical Book

ub.

I entered the title in my New Thought library
register and undertook the circulation of the
books in the ordinary way, entering also in
the register the name of the personal owner
for immediate reference in case of a demand
for its return. The scheme worked splendidly.

Now permit me to point out some aspects
and merits of the scheme:

(a) There was a book to suit every pocket.
Never did any member need to feel that he
hadn’t done his full share as regards paying up.
He had put a book into the Club, and that was
all there was to it. Some put in more than
one, at intervals. )

(b) The scheme obviated indiscriminative
purchase of books by any and all; there was
a central agent at work, and it was recognized
that it was far better to get a book that was
not yet purchased rather than to risk getting
one that was already available if one joined
the club.

(¢) The scheme fostered the spirit of joint
ownership, and therefore indirectly the spirit
of brotherhood, this stamping it as essentially
a theosophic scheme.

(d) The scheme was self-sustaining, be-
cause while the units were grouped as students
their books were available for others to use.

(e) More books (of different titles) were
brought into the city by the working of the
scheme than would have been brought if pur-
chase had been indiscriminate. °

(f) The purchasing agent could advise what
books should be bought, for beginners as a
rule do not know what books to get, often are
ignorant even of titles or even of authors’
names. This applies particularly to new cen-
tres.

(g) There were no bothersome dues to be
always pestering people to pay. People hate
being dogged; especially is it disadvantageous
to dog people one is trying to attract to a
movement rather than repel. Those who felt
generous now and again after joining were
at liberty to purchase another book for the
club.

(h) Club members knew once and for all
that there was a long list of books for them
to read, aad this served as a sort of guarantee
that the newly discovered thing (Theosophy)
was going to be thereafter accessible to their
hungry minds. Moreover, part ownership drew
them into immediate permanent relations with
the theosophical movement as a whole; not
only lodge members but all attending public
meetings were invited to join the club.

(1) They came to know one another’s names






FROM THE NATIONAL SECRETARY

FINANCIAL
STATEMENT v

The statement for March needs little
comment. It was a record-breaking
month as to the number of new appliea-
tions for membership—152. This brought
the fees and dues up to a goodly figure.
One item among ‘‘Disbursements’’—Mes-
senger paper, $170—needs explanation:
The rise in price of paper, due to war con-
ditions, prompted us to lay in an extra
amount which would earry us, with what
we have, for six months. Let us hope by
that time the price will have adjusted
itself.

FINANCIAL
STATEMENT
STATEMENT FOR MARCH
Receipts

Fees and dues......... .$ 332.91
Donations ............. . 1.61
Propaganda, .......... 50.00
Booklet Orders............... . 66.67
Messenger Subscriptions .......... 3.52
Incidentals ........ccvievninnnnn... 17.60
Interest on Bank Deposit.......... 8.93

Total ...vveevieiinennnnnnnnnn. $ 481.24
Cash on hand March 1, 1916....... $3723.50 $4204.74

Messenger Printing .75
Refunds ..........ocvviiiivnnnnnn.. 2.50
Messenger Paper 170.00
Incidentals 34,64

Total ...viuveiininnnnnnnnnnnnnn $ 672.40
Cash on hand April 1, 1916........ $3532.34 $4204.74

We should be very glad, on account of
needed economy due to the price of paper
mentioned above, if where there are two
or more in a family, each receiving THE
MESSENGER, they would temporarily limit
themselves to one and so inform us, that
we may send but one to the address. A
little help of this kind may make our pa-
per supply last somewhat longer.

Mrs. Hillyer, 3828 Campbell street,
Kansas City, Missouri, writes us also that,
as the price of paper and cardboard has
so advanced, she cannot fill the orders for
The Goldem Chain for less than 5 cents
each, plus postage.

NEWS AND NOTICE
The sickle of Death has been reaping a

heavy harvest everywhere, and we have
the following losses to notice. We heard
of the passing of these members into the
Great Beyond during the months of Janu-
ary, February and March. ‘‘Rest in the
Eternal grant unto them, O Lord, and let
Light perpetual shine upon them.’’

Ernest Lloyd, Colorado Springs.

Mrs. Mary I. Kidder, Melrose Highlands.

Frederick Herman, Lincoln.

Nicholas J. Rusden, Santa Rosa.

C. B. Hoffman, Topeka.

Mrs. Mary J. Dodd, Kansas City.

Mrs. Minnie G. O’Brien, Oakland,

Mrs. Jessie F. Prole, Oakland.

Dr. F. A. Tappan, Kansas City.

Miss Mary Mitchell, Winnipeg.

C. F. Lyman, Holyoke.

As one illustration, out of many that
come to our notice, of devoted and un-
selfish work that is done by some of our
members—and without going outside of
their occupation or profession but rather
by bringing the spirit of brotherhood and
propaganda within it—we wish to speak
of the lectures, followed by an illustrated
travelogue, visualized by colored lantern
slides on the Mediterranean, Palestine,
Egypt and Greece, given by one of our
members, Mr. Coupland of Paterson
Lodge, whose business it is to accompany
parties of tourists all over the world. He
gives these lectures before some of the
largest and most important business and
fraternal organizations in the country.
Speaking in a Baptist Church of the pos-
sibility of clearly determining what God’s
will is, and the co-operating with that will
His guidance will become constant and
unerring, we have the report in the beau-
tiful paragraph which follows:

He took me to Palestine, let me tarry in the
Garden of Gethsemane, showed me the Mount
of Temptation where Christ’s adversaries
showed Him the material world and all its
unhallowed glories. He took me through the
wilderness of Judea, through the valley of the
Jordan to Jericho, then up to Capernaum on
the Sea of Galilee, and we sojourned in Naz-
areth where the man Jesus lived. All the
while God talked to me and bade me g0 back
into the world and do something to awaken
men, and He is leading me like the shepherds
led their flocks in Palestine, and therefore I
have my pictures, lantern, screen and operator,
and what I have to give I give without any
ezpense to those who want it.






346

for those who care to sow it. Will any-
one wishing to help out this exceptional
case communicate with us and tell us what
assistance they could render?

FROM
ADYAR REPORT

The quarterly report—January 1 to
April 1—made to the Recording Secretary
at Adyar, was a good one: New members,
371; new lodges, 5—Hermes Lodge in
‘West Philadelphia; Crescent Bay Lodge
at Ocean Park, and Pomona Lodge at Po-
mona, both in Southern California; Red
Bank Lodge at Red Bank, New Jersey;
and Vipunen Lodge in New York City.

Two lodges were dissolved during that
time—Albany Lodge, whose membership
has mostly demitted to Harmony Lodge of
the same city, and Indianapolis Lodge,
whose dishandment has, we regret to say,
left that large city without a T. S. lodge.
‘We hope to see an organization there
quickly rebuilt.

The Vipunen of New York City, organ-
ized by Dr. Emil Kaarna, formerly mem-
ber of Kipina Lodge, Cleveland, is one of
26 Finnish members. It reports that its
lodge work and other matters connected
with Theosophy are published by the Fin-
nish newspaper New Yorkin Uutiset,
which is serving to help ‘““our work in
New York City and all over the country.’’

THANKS
‘We wish to thus publicly place on ree-
ord an expression of gratitude to Mr. John
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A. Campbell, who made our Eastern lec-
ture trip possible by assuming the duties
of the National Secretary’s office for the
nine weeks of our absence. He surely
proved the truth of the Shakespearian
lines: ‘““We fill a place in this world
which will be better supplied when we
have left it empty.’’

Also, thanks are due to Mrs. Jennie L.
K. Haner, who has materially lightened
the expense of the Members’ Booklet by
tipping in by hand the thousands of pic-
tures in them. And her hands have done
the work with that love and dedication
which fixes the Masters’ blessing to the
pages touched.

IMPORTANT

The fiscal year of the American Section
ends June 30, 1916. All dues of the past
year yet unpaid we hope will come in
within the coming month. We find it
necessary to send out form letters to those
yet in arrears, since we learn by so doing
that members often do not keep them-
selves informed as to their standing on our
books or, as has happened in quite a con-
siderable number of instances, money paid
to lodge for Section dues has not been
promptly forwarded to this office.

‘Will the lodge officers give special atten-
tion to clearing up our financial records
in the next month? Will all members who
have not in their possession a membership
card stating that they have paid Section
dues up to June 30, 1916, see their lodge
secretary immediately on the matter, or
if member-at-large communicate with us?

March,
New Members .......covviviiinivnnnnnnnnnnn. 152
Reinstated .........cciiiiiiiiiiiininien.. 3
Transfers from other Sections.............. 0
Total Active Membership......... .......... 5147

MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP RECORD

1916

Deceased
Resigned
Transfers to other Sections............
Transfers to Inactive Membership

‘‘Each good thought issuing from the mind, each unselfish feeling, each"
gentle act shatters a fetter which drags back the soul from its own true liberty.
Every time you substitute kindness for anger, gentleness for harshness, good-
will for ill-will, generous remarks about others for critical remarks, you are
asserting and exercising a freedom upon which in reality depends the vitality
of those external forms which we know as political, social or religious liberty,
For the freedom ofi the soul to be true to itself, and therefore to its larger self
In others, is the life, and all other kinds of liberty are but forms of its mani-

festation.”’

GEORGE S. ARUNDALE.
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have a surplus of cash on hand that will
at least meet expenses till the next season
begins. We need to create among our
lodges a healthy public opinion on the
subject of the support of the traveling
lecturers.

MISS HOLBROOK’S WORK

‘When Miss Isabel Holbrook started east
for a few weeks’ lecture work everybody
who had heard her from the lecture plat-
form knew that success was certain. From
Washington come most gratifying reports
of her work there. Her Sunday evening
lectures drew an attendance that was too
large for the lodge room, which seats 150,
and the old Masonic Temple was taken.
Here the audiences grew until the final
lecture brought out about 400 people.

The report continues:

On Thursday evenings for three weeks the

Sunday evening topic was continued, and ques- -

tions were also asked and answered.

Four Friday evenings were devoted to Bibli-
cal interpretations, and to goodly sized audi-
ences. -

Two Monday evenings were given over to
lectures to inquirers. The other two Monday
evenings were devoted to a well-attended lec-
ture for the Order of the Star in the East and
an address to the two Lodges in joint session.

Tuesday evenings and Friday afternoons
were devoted to first-year students.

Wednesday and Saturday evenings were
given over to lecture to members only. The
depth, breadth and clearness of the instruction
given was highly appreciated. We trust that
these and the Sunday evening and the Friday
evening lectures will soon be placed in type
and given to the world.

Saturdays from 4 to 6 o’clock were devoted

to an informal tea to those who wished to
meet Miss Holbrook, and were enjoyable and
profitable.

Mouday and Thursday afternoons Miss Hol-
brook visited Baltimore and did good work. At
her last meeting fifty were present, and con-
ditions are ready for the starting of a new
lodge. The temporary absence from the city
of a lady who is chiefly responsible for these
meetings delayed the formation of the new or-
ganization. Several of the Baltimoreans came
over to our city the last Sunday evening to
hear the lecture and again meet the lecturer,

In brief, during the twenty-five days of Miss
Holbrook’s engagement with us she lectured
thirty-six time and attended four teas given
to those who wished to meet her. She seemed
never at a loss for a word or an idea, and pre-
sented the subjects effectually and brilliantly.
Large audiences will now greet her whenever
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she returns to us. She approaches the sub-
Ject from the biological side, and so there was
a newness to it, very effective. Her Biblical
interpretation is just what is needed, greatly
needed.

The American Section is to be congrat-
ulated upon the addition of Miss Holbrook
to the list of national lecturers. To the
Propaganda Department one point is per-
fectly clear—her services in the field are
indispensable. She is a good secretary,
but an equally good lecturer. Her mes.
sage is badly needed in all parts of our
vast country—and field workers are few
indeed.

MR. WARDALL’S TOUR

Mr. Max Wardall, our newest national
lecturer, will make a tour of the country
between May and the time of the conven-
tion. He will go east through Montana,
Minnesota, Iowa, Illinois, Indiana, Michi-+
gan, Ohio, New York and Massachusetts,
and return through Connecticut, New Jer-
sey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, District of
Columbia, Kentucky and Tennessee. Mr.
Wardall enjoys the reputation of being a
pleasing and convincing speaker who can
get results, as is shown by the fact that
he got a new lodge in new territory, at
Pomona, which was his first attempt in
that class of work. He is not an experi-
ment, for he has been giving public lec-
tures on Theosophy and a variety of so-
ciological subjects for the last ten years.

MARCH FIELD WORK

There were four of us at it in March—
Miss Holbrook in the east, Mr. Cooper in
the south, Mr. Wardall in the southwest,
and I in the northwest. While Mr. Cooper
was absorbing sunshine in New Orleans I
could have been skating on ice three feet
thick in the Saskatchewan if I had not
been too busy with other things.

Spokane is a very live center and seems
destined for big things theosophically, We
had more hall space than on the last visit
but the attendance was so large that the _
committee was required by the city au-
thorities to put out a sign each night of
‘““‘Doors Closed.”” Edmonton is a plucky
little lodge in the frozen north where the
thermometer is so accustomed to going






THE LOTUS BUREAU

PURPOSE: TO TEACH THEOSOPHY TO CHILDREN

Conducted by Marjorie TuTTLE, Head

1. How old. are you?
2. Have you any pets?
3. Have you a flower garden?

CHILDREN: If you will write to the Lotus Bureau, Krotona, Hollywood, Cal.
answering the following questions and enclosing a two-cent stamp, the postman will
bring you a letter all your own, written to you by an older friends:

4. What are your favorite stories?
5. What is your name?
6. What is your address?

CORRESPONDENCE BUREAU. Our
proposal of last month to start this
Bureau has. met a good response from
a number of people who have the ability
to become delightful correspondents for
children. With so promising a staff of
‘‘elder helpers,”” we hope that in time
every child in our Section will take ad-
vantage of this plan to be linked up with
some older friend.. It is advisable for
children whose parents are already teach-
ing them Theosophy to answer the abov:e
questions and enter the Bureau, because it
is often the case that someone outside the
family may add impressiveness to the oft-
repeated suggestion .of the mother. To
those who are applying to become corre-
spondent of a child, we must state that
all letters from this Bureau must be be-
yond reproach as to excellence of_gpqm-
mar, punctuation, neatness, and legibility.
The letters may be bright and sunny, but
“‘baby talk’’ is to be avoided. In this
work we are trying to speak to souls, not
merely to young brains, and although we
must interest and amuse, our letters would
be valueless if they did not also teach.
The use of slang is, of course, inexcusable
in any Lotus worker, but anything so
patronizing as ‘‘baby talk’ is also an
offense to the sensitive ego within a child.

- We ﬁnd that those who are organizing
Theosophical movements for children are

often puzzled as to how to choose between
the Round Table, Servants of the Star,
Lotus Circle, ete. As all these organiza-
tions are excellent, it may be well to sug-
gest how Lotus teachers may co-operate
with them. It would be an admirable
plan for the Lotus Circle, which meets
every week, to give over one meeting a
month for the work of Servants of the
Star, because it is most important that
every child possible be linked definitely
with that organization. The Lotus teacher
could recommend to the Organizing Sec-
retary. for the Servants of the Star one
child of the group who might be appointed
Secretary for the Servants. Then once a
month, the Lotus teacher might help that
child to present the Servants of the Star
work, emphasizing the message of the Star
instead of the usual Lotus Circle routine.

The Round Table is primarily for older
children, and as soon as there are several
older children available, the Lotus teacher
might interest them in the Round Table.
If there be not children enough to form
two classes, it might be that the older
children would be able to remain alternate
weeks to do Round Table work after the
Lotus Circle. The Round Table has work
as well as teaching to give its members,
and whereas smaller children might be too
restless to remain longer than during the
Lotus Circle, the elder children might
spend a whole morning or afternoon in
happy employment,
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Q. Is it mecessary or advisable to com-
- mence Lodge meetings with a short silence?

A. If you are trying to impose this on
the whole of the society, I would distinetly
say ‘““No.”” This society has three objects
You must not try to add to these some-
thing in the nature of a ritual: I would
say in such a case that if a lodge feels
that it requires silence and meditation, let
it have it; there is no hard and fast rule.
But I do not think you ought to impose
it upon other people who do not happen
to feel as you do. Any'lodge can make its
own arrangements. C.W.L.

(From. Theosophy in Australia.)

Q. PFor a year or two I practised a
breathing ewercise that had for its object
the ‘“raising of the Kundalini.”” At the
same time, through concentration, the nerve
cenire at the base of the brain was ewak-
ened. After several years of endeavor to
overcome. the resull of my injudicious ““ex-
ercise,”’ my resources are exhausted and I
appeal for advice as to how to restore the
normal mervous condition to the body.

' W.C.C.

A. It is not possible to give any reli-
able aid upon such a diagnosis. It is not
clear whether the Kundalini has ascended
the spinal cord to the base of the brain or
whether by concentrated breathing one of
the chakrams has been excited into activ-
ity. If it is the former, the subject should
try to lead the serpent fire out through
the cone at the top of the head; it would
then be innocuous. This effort should be
made only under competent instruction,
however. If it is the latter, your hope lies
in certain relaxing exercises which cannot
be described here but are very efficacious.
I would recommend that the inquirer get
a scientific work treating of the functions
of the triple brains and study especially
that part bearing on the centres and fune-
tions controlled by the medulla oblongata.
I would advise, too, strict abstention from
sugar, drugs and stimulants; a diet com-
poséd of foods with strong magnetic prop-
erties, especially those vegetables that
grow under the ground, and eat them raw.
Don’t mix them with other foods; make
a meal of them prepared, if desired, in the
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form of a salad, with copious use of oil.
M. W.

Q. Being anzious to get a good attend-
ance at our Sunday evening meetings, we
put an advertisement in the papers to the
effect that a free test in one of the occult
arts would be given after the meeting.
Quite a number of people came, attracted
by this announcement. It is mot fortune-
telling, though at times it looks like it. This,
I think, will help the Society, as those who
come get a half-hour talk on Theosophy
first. I would like to know if this is all
right, as I do not want to do anything that
would in any way be against the principles
of the Society. XYZ.

A. Without questioning in the least the
scientific merits of your mode of discern-
ing character and destiny, I would reply
in a general way that it is not well to get
Theosophy committed to minor matters.
It is too great and too embracive a scheme
of activity for those who are earnest in
its propagation to take any risks with
popular prejudice. I have no doubt that
your activity may be most interesting
among individuals, but I cannot see that
it has a useful bearing upon the propa-
ganda of spreading the knowledge of the
great theosophical philosophy of life
among the thousands of people who sorely
need it. Just now we are passing through
one of the most critical periods of the
world’s history, and there never was a
time when humanity more crucially needed
a working philosophy of the daily life.
Now Theosophy possesses this philosophy,
and its devotees are endeavoring to
spread it as actively and usefully as pos-
sible. Let us not do anything less than
just that, when we come to use the official

-name of our Society or the potential word
"“‘Theosophy,’” which stands for such an

all-embracive ideal. Therefore my coun-
sel to you would be not to confuse The-
osophy with the occult arts in the public
mind. Those who would come to meetings
solely for what the latter held for them
would, T fear, scarcely be the people who
would find the great philosophy of life we
offer a matter of very keen interest to
them. AP W
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some of the centuries of our Christian era.
Says Prof. Clay:

“Again and again are we forced to exclaim as
we become acquainted with the doings of the an-
cients from these sources that our boasted civiliza-
fiigen"h” developed very little in the essentials of

The Bible is found to be accurate historically
but away out on chronology and time periods.
Many of its narratives, notably those of the
flood and of creation are paralleled in earlier
legends. In fact these researches have proved
rich in surprises. The power of Israel shrinks
into insignificance beside that of her magni-
ficent contemporaries. She proves to have
been a comparatively small and modern na-
tion. But what has been most amazing, ac-
cording to both Mr. Baikie and Prof. Clay, has
been the failure to find any truly primitive
beginning of all this culture. Berosus, the old
historian of Babylonia, tells of kings before
the .Deluge who reigned for incredible periods
—36,000 years in oxe instance—while some
of the kings after the Deluge came down to
such. modest spans as 2,400 or 2,700 years.
The Sumerians, the wonderful people who pre-
ceded Abraham by fifteen centuries, were al-
ready highly developed and organized when
we come into teuch with them historically.
“Whence came these Sumerians?”’ asks Mr.
Baikie. “Whence they came is unknown,” he
replies, and then as in the case of the Eu-
ropean immigrations looks to the east for light
—to India from whose plains or mountains
. they may have drifted by way of Persia to
Babylonia.

If occult teachings on this matter are cor-
rect, may we not believe that the Sacred Land,
Schamballah, was their starting place and that
they formed part of either the Arabic or Iran-
ian sub-divisions of the Fifth Root Race?

Many questions have already been answered
by means of these imperishable records, and
the end is not yet.

“The work of uncovering the ruin-hills of
Assyria and Babylonia is only in its infancy. .
Hundreds of ruins remain unnoticed and unre-
corded because many are low and insignificant, and
yet some of them contain right beneath the sur-
face, remains of a hoary antiquity. Destroyed in

some early epoch, the city was never rebuilt. Sur-
prise upon surprise awaits the explorer.”

The weekly magazine for the Los ANGELES
Times of April 1st prints an account of the
finding, in China, of what appear to be the
fossils of dragons. The discovery was entirely
accidental, and was made by foreigners, M.
Hewlett, the British Consul at Ichang, being
one of the party. They started out to ex-
plore a cave known sometimes to the Chinese
as the Dragon’s Cave, which was reputed to
extend for fifty li or about seventeen miles and
to lead to the “Lung Wong Tung,” or “Cave of
the Dragon King,” situated near Ichang, After
the explorers had penetrated about one hundred
yards they noticed that they were walking

along a ridge, the pecular serpentine course
of which led them to investigate, The ridge
proved to be the spinal column of what they
at first took to be a Chinese dragon carved in
stone. Additional examination of some loose
pieces of scale revealed to them the fact that
the dragons were fossil. There were six or
eight of them lying coiled together. Measure-
ments of the largest fossil showed it to be
between sixty and seventy feet from a point
where the head was partially buried in the
cave to the first point of contact with any of
the other reptiles and it seemed as if the same
body extended another sixty feet, but this
could not be determined because of the in-
termingling of coils.

Mr. Hewlett has written a book concerning
the discovery, and specimens of the dragons’
scales along with flashlight photographs have
been sent to the British Museum and to Tokio.
We shall look with interest for an expert
opinion on the matter. In the meantime the
Chamber of Commerce of Ichang, along with

_ members of the schools and prominent citi-

zens, have sent to the government a memorial
which opens as follows:

“Now a monarch has arisen like a dragon, and
the foundation for a dynasty of 10,000 years is to
be laid. The fossil of a divine dragon has appeared
in the regions along the Yangtse River. It is a
symbol of the protection of Heaven and the joy
of the people, etc.”

This unique document has been printed

broadcast throughout China and has aroused
great interest. The government, however, has
treated the whole matter with scientific con-
tempt.

According to The Recret Doctrine dragons
had an actual existence outside of symbology.
They were a sort of pterodactyl belonging to
the far past ages and were contemporary with
the earliest Fifth Race.

vanity Faie (New York) for April contains,
as is usual, some excellent impressions of
men and affairs along with much that is pure
frivol.

"Mr. Arthur Symons contributes an article
on “The Philosophy of Augustie Rodin,” based
upon a book, AUGUSTE RODIN PRIS SUR LA VIE,”
by Judith Cladel, through which M. Rodin
speaks so truly, so naturally, that it gives the
impression of direct speech with the great
French artist himself. )

Mr. Symons finds that whatever M. Rodin
says or thinks concerning “no matter what
art” contains “a kind of inevitable justice.”
May this not be because the sense of beauty,
balance, proportion, evolved, we must be-
lieve, through many lives of endeavor along
one particular line, tends to reflect itself in
all forms of thought and action? The law of
harmony is basic, indivisible, but such uni-
versality as M. Rodin seems to possess is rare,
the mark of real mastery. It but illustrates
the unity of life. Only in its mode of expres-
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pare His way, to hasten the coming of the
world’s Liberator, the Healer of her wounds,
the Bringer of peace and joy, who shall make
all things new.

A hopeful outlook for the future is also re-
vealed in the Presidential Address to the T. S.
International Convention held at Bombay, a
synopsis of whose activities is given by D. M.

Codd.

What of the New Era? is the subject of
some timely reflections by W. D. S. Brown
on the needs of the near future, the “New Era,”
and the part Theosophists should take in its
work. Mr, Brown has evidently given the
subject thorough consideration and it would
indeed be well if his hope “that the issues
herein raised may lead to independent thinking
and open discussion” would be realized.

Now that Russia and things Russian are
rousing su much interest in America, the
scholarly essay by Margaret.- E. Cousins on
Russian. Music, a link between the East and
West,” is of especial interest.

In The Great War Mr. Leadbeater lifts the
veil of outer events and reveals the true eso-
teric meaning of the European conflict.

Conclusions drawn from the amazing phe-
nomena performed by the horses of Elberfeld
and Rolf of Mannheim, in an article entitled
The Calculating Animals, by Susan E. Gay, and
a study of the life, characteristics and work
of the great ego known in history as Juiius
Caesar by Fritz Kunz, assist in rendering this
number of THE THEOSOPHIST the always as-
sured source of inspiration and wisdom it is
to its readers. H. A. S.

THE ADYAR BULLETIN for February is espec-
ially interesting because of a very fine article
by Mr. Jinarajadasa on The Jewish People.
This is followed by a short article touching on
psychology, by Abdul Majid. When Friends
Meet is interesting as usual. One can’t help
speculating as to the identity of the charcters

" mentioned, especially the “Rajput,” who speaks
“as one having authority.”

The number contains, besides the above,
the wusual editorials and Scrap-Book, three
other articles and one poem, G. H.

The introductory article in the March num-
ber of TEER VAHAN explains that the English
General Secretary has been criticized for in-
viting an Indian lecturer to address Lodges on
Indian questions. The basis of the complaint
is that this introduces a political element into
the work of the T. S. which is against both
precedent and wisdom. But the General Sec-
retary is not lacking in warm defenders of his
plan, and his own response to the criticism is
both dignified and conclusive. He well says:

‘“The only way in which our neutrality could be
compromised would be if we were to accord a

hearing to one point of view and refuse a hearing
‘to another.”

And so, in continuance of his campaign of
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T. S. educational expansion, he announces the
opening of a new Sociological Department
under the guidance of Miss Browning, in which
such important subjects are to be treated as
Child Labor, Town Planning and Hygiene. H.H.

In TEE HERALD OF THE STAR for March, Mr.
G. S. Arundale contributes a forceful article in
which he warns us that our present knowledge
brings great responsibility and if we do not
take advantage of the spiritual light offered us,
we may have to wait several incarnations be-
fore such an opportunity can occur again. He
urges to greater effort all those who believe
in the coming of the World Teacher, and
especially the members of the Order of the Star
in the East, and concludes with a .stirring ap-
peal to each to “work while it is yet day.”

Mr. Armstrong-Smith, Principal of the Letch-
worth Garden City Theosophical School, asks
for financial help to enable them to teach
handicrafts in their school.

REINCARNATION, the official organ of the
Karma and Reincarnation Legion, for April
brings to the reader and the student of those
mighty Laws of Nature a generous offering of
pertinent matter. The Keys of Fate, written
in the usual forceful style of Dr. Van Hook,
unlocks to the mind the great fact that “the
world of nations is one.” The Struggle re-
lated by Maud G. McDonald is a beautiful for-
est meditation, illustrating so simply God’s
Plan of evolution, and Why? by the same
writer, gives us a glimpse into the vast jungle
life in the swamps of South America.

Mr. E. S. Suffern concludes his instructive
article on Reincarnation in Christianity, which
shows much thought and research.

Reincarnations of the Christ, by C. S., is a
continued article which deals thh the life of
Christ in ancient Peru and the Rishi Maitreya
in India. In the VisENU PUrRANA Parashara is
the teacher and Maitreya the pupil who asks
questions. The writer gives a long discourse
between teacher and pupil from these very an-
cient sacred writings of India. A H. T

We find some excellent articles in the Janu-
ary and February numbers of the Russian Sec-
tional magazine, THE MESSENGER OF THE-
0soPHY. The magazine continues its good work
under the able management of Mme. Kamensky
who, in a most instructive and convincing
article, The Invisible World and Occultism,
points out that the widening research of mod-
ern science confirms the theosophical point of
view on the evolution of man. She quotes
Professor Kovalevsky, who traces the forma-
tion of a new biological type in the more fre-
quently appearing finer organs of perception
and the gradual development of the faculties of
clairvoyance, clairaudience, thought-transfer-
ence, etc. The frequently coincident nervous
and mental disturbances he attributes to the
unpreparedness of the young organism to ad-







BOOK REVIEWS

TBE RIDDLE OF THE SPHINX
By J. Munsell Chase. (J. Munsell Chase. San
Francisco. 1915. pp. 87. Paper cover. 50 cents.)

A little book containing many quotations
from the Book of Dzan, with over forty illus-
trations of symbols and a concise attempt at
their explanation. The author speaks of the
fourth dimension as “the infinite within,
whence proceed all things,” thus taking the
fourth dimension into the realm of consci-
ousness rather than as a quality of matter or
form. Love, he says, is the “uniting principle
in all things.” .

What is gravitation but love? And what is
the reason of its aberrations but the power of in-
telligence acting thereon and directing?

Some of the ideas set forth in regard to our
solar system are unique; for instance, the
author says that

- Mercury, Mars, Venus and the Earth are fem-
inine, not having attained the creative stage as
yet, while the more distant planets, as Jupiter,
Saturn, Uranus and Neptune are masculine, hav-

ing entered upon the creative stage as producers
of solar systems.

Other statements in the little book are
equally curious, and one could hardly give it
unqualified recommendation. C. C. W.

THE SORROWS OF BELGIUM
By Andreyev. (The Macmillan Company,
York. 1915. pp. 132. $1.25 net.)

‘When I read this play I felt as though I
walked through a terrible dream in which
the shadows of things were more real than
their material forms; in which events were
measured by a spiritual instead of a worldly
valuation. For in this story of the German
invasion of Belgium, the interest centers on
the real, the essential principle at work in-
stead of on the outer form.

|As the dominating personage of the play
Andreyev has drawn a character which is
symbolic in its significance; representative of
a principle, or a whole people. This one is
named Emil Grelieu—“a famous Belgian au-
thor”—and is without doubt a spiritual por-
trait of Maurice Maeterlinck.

‘The play opens on the striking contrast be-
tween, the hideous din of the panic-stricken
village and the peace of Grelieu’s lovely gar-
den tended by a deaf old gardener who can not
hear the turmoil and who will not believe that
the Prussians are entering the country. Next
is shown the suffering of the Belgian women,
as huddled together in trance-like terror they
watch the darkening sky as the smoke and
flame of battle rolls nearer to them; fearing
to enter the empty houses which are haunted
by the lingering presence of the men who will
never return. In Jeanne, Grelieu’s wife, is
seen the effect of this strain upon a resolute
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and heroic woman. Grelieu, speaking of her,
says: ‘“‘She has gone into the depth of her
own self, where all is silence and mystery.
She is living through her motherhood again.
Sometimes I see that she suffers unbearably;
but she smiles, and I see something else—
I see how there has awakened the prehistoric
woman—the woman who handed her husband
the fighting club—” But the end for Jeanne
is madness.

Here, as in his masterpiece, ANATHEMA, is
found Andreyev’s conception of evil, or the
devil. It is mind, the lower mind that deals
only in material units—“in weights and meas-
ures and numbers.” He conceives the power
that works thorugh the Prussian war-machine
to be this unilluminated mind. An officer
says of the German commander: “He has a
wonderful mind—a German philosophic mind
which manages guns as Leibnitz managed
ideas.” Every thing with them is prearranged,
the movements of millions of people have been
elaborated into such a system that Kant him-
self would have been proud of it. They are
led forward by indomitable logic and by an
iron will. ’

The dramatic contrast in the play is between
this motive and the spirit impersonated by
Grelieu. When it is decided to break the
dams, flood the land and stop the invasion,
even at the cost of the whole wealth of the
country, the Count Clairmont (who is meant
to suggest King Albert of Belgium) goes to
Grelieu and says: ‘“We are the body, we are
the hands, we are the head—while you, Gre-
lieu, you are the conscience of our people.
Blinded by war, we may unwillingly, unwit-
tingly, altogether against our will, violate man-
made law. Let your noble heart speak, tell
us the truth. We are driven to dispair, but
in your breast the heart of all Belgium is
beating—and your answer will be the answer
of our tormented, blood-stained land.” After
consideration Grelieu replies: “We must
break the dam.”

The undying result of the tragedy is truth-
fully and beautifully summed up by Grelieu
when speaking from the depths of cosmic con-
sciousness he says: “You think of finding me
among the living, while I am dead; you are
afraid of finding me in death, mute, cold,
doomed to decay, while I live and sing aloud
from, my grave. Death which makes people
mute, which leaves the imprint of silence upon
the bravest lips, restores the voice to the
poet. Dead, I speak more loudly than alive.
Dead, I am alive! Am I to fear death when
in my most persistent searches I could not
find the boundary between life and death, when
in my feelings I mix life and death into one—
as two strong, rare kinds of wine!” H. M. S.






MAY

THE MONTH OF MEMORABLE ANNIVERSARIES
On May 8—White Lotus Day—the ‘‘Lion of Punjab’’ (H.P.B.) laid down
her worn-out body, but her voice is still powerful throughout the world.

To come into closer touch with her, read the following books, which will be
sent, during the month of May, where cash accompanies order.

Post-paid
For
Tue SeCRET DOCTRINE (3 vols. and Index, complete). (Regular price
$16.00, plus postage) $14.00

OLp DIARY Leaves—Vols. II1 & IV. In Vol. IV Colonel Olecott tells about
the death of H. P. B. Either volume specially reduced from $2.00 to.. 1.75
ReMmiNisceNCES oF H. P. B. and THE SECRET DOCTRINE, by the Countess

Wachtmeister, who was her intimate friend. Special.............cocooooeooo.. 40
TaE VoIcE oF THE SILENCE, by H. P. B. A guide for the aspirant until
the Arhat Initiation be reached............ 45

A MoperN PANARION—A compilation of 86 articles by H.P. B. on Spirit-
ism, Magie, Masonry, and other occult subjects. Reduced from

$2.50 0w 225

May 25 and 30 are the birthdays, respectively, of J. Krishnamurti
(Alcyone) and his Brother Nityananda (Mizar).
Read a little booklet in which Mr. Arundale describes his first meeting

with the two brothers. Contains a clear group picture of the three.

Special Auring May ... .06
Every occultist should possess Alcyone’s books AT THE FEET oF THE MASTER

and EpucatioN As SErvice. Regular price (cloth) 50 cents each.

. During May both books will be sent post-paid for...........ooooooooooorieeeee .80

Small hand-colored photographs of Alcyone, mounted on cards, two sizes { }g

Cabinet Photographs of H. P. B. Different styles: One at age of s1xteen :
the one with scarf over her head—another without scarf, etc., ete......... .50

Tue HErALD OF THE STAR—the official magazine of the Order of the Star

in the East—edited by J. Krishnamurti (Alcyone). By the year.......... $1.50
- Start subscriptions with Aleyone’s birth-month.
Special rate for Public Library Gift Subscriptions...........ooccooooeeeee__. 1.40

THEOSOPHICAL BOOK CONCERN,
Krotona, Hollywood,
Los Angeles, Calif.
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