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Is It Unbrotherly?

CRITICISMS are generally helpful whether
favorable or unfavorable. Two of the
latter on the editorial “Just Rubbish” have
arrived — one signed and the other not.
The signed letter is of three typewritten
pages but the gist of it is found in these
words — “we should be friendly to any
source which will bring those truths to the
attention of the public.” The truths re-
ferred to are the fundamentals of Theo-
sophy.

I find myself unable to agree; not only
because the truths may be put forth in
such a feeble and egotistical way that the
presentation is of no value — which is the
trouble in the .case under consideration —
but the presentation may actually be an
under-cover attack on our Society, which
that particular case actually was. How
can anybody deny that in face of the asser-
tion that our Society has “fallen spiritually
upon evil days” and that “its self-appointed
leaders are without the sanction and
authority they claim?” That document
was sent about to our members here and
there with evidently no intention that it
should become known to Headquarters.

Leaving phrases aside the spirit of this
letter of criticism seems to be that the

course of THE MESSENGER in criticising
“Brother XII” is wholly wrong. In other
words, if the great leader of the Society,
who has devoted her long life to unselfish
service, is assailed as a fraud —a “self-
appointed” leader “without the sanction and
authority claimed” — we are unkind and
unbrotherly if we expose the fact that the
assailant is equipped with a very indiffer-
ent intellect! That is surely a peculiar view
of the right of defense. There are, of
course, those who believe that under no
circumstances must one defend one’s self or
others who are attacked. Carried to its
logical conclusion you would have no right
to defend your life against the murderous
assaults of a thug. It is understandable that
those who believe in absolute physical non-
resistance may feel confident that one who
takes that attitude will be protected by the
law and that the apparent danger will
thus not become an actual one. But as for
those who always bring forward the argu-
ment that exposing the weak points of your
critic is “a violation of the principle of
brotherhood,” I sometimes wonder if they
would think it unbrotherly to hide your
money from a pickpocket!

Spiritualizing Business

A MEMBER who is friendly to our various

Headquarters enterprises writes that it
is a question in his mind “whether an active
part in commercialism is best for the T. S.”;
but nevertheless he is “willing to take into
consideration the judgment of our leaders.”
It may be that somebody else has thought
of the matter in the same way and we ought
to discuss the question to the end that there
may remain no confusion of thought about
it.

Accustomed as we are to thinking of
spiritual things as separate and apart from
other things it is perhaps not strange, at
first thought, that earning money collective-
ly for the purpose of financing theosophical
activities is seen as commercializing Theo-
sophy. But further consideration will as-
suredly show that the impression is not well
founded. Every dollar that is paid as dues
or that is donated to any of our funds, has
been accumulated through some kind of
business activity. But perhaps the idea is
that the Theosophical Society should not
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fied with the course taken. One set wants to
know why something decisive is not done to
protect members, why the public is per-
mitted to be mislead — as even the com-
plainant was seriously mislead by accept-
ing the teaching as true because he heard it
from the Lodge platform — and why it is
non-Theosophists, often anti-Theosophists,
that get into the confidence of a Lodge, win
a certain following, and then create in-
harmony to the point of disruption, are not
more frequently and persistenly kept before
the membership until they are fully known;
what good is THE MESSENGER, they want to
know, if not to safe-guard the Society.

The other view is equally emphatic. It
is that we must ignore all evil; if people get
swindled they are only paying up a karmic
debt anyway; if anti-Theosophy is given
from our own platforms by some stranger
who was invited and turned out differently
than was expected — well, the people will
understand us rightly in time, anyway, so
it’s not important; if new members are
given a false idea of Theosophy and drop
out, well, they were not ready for Theo-
sophy; if a small Lodge is divided because
a third of the members want to turn it
over bodily to some itinerant of a new cult,
who has made a brilliant impression, and
the others are as emphatically for having
nothing to do with him, well, let it go to
pieces and another one will be organized
sometime; no matter what anybody does
the truth about it must not be told because
it is not brotherly.

Naturally there is only one thing that
anybody at the centre of the storm of con-
flicting opinions can do — take the course
that to him seems to be the common-sense

- one and cheerfully accept the consequences!

Hanging Children

LOYD HEWITT was recently sentenced to

death in Ohio for murder committed last
year when he was fifteen years old. The
thrill of horror that one feels upon reading
the news is modified by the thought “but
of course the order of the court will not
really be carried out.” Nevertheless it will
be, and this boy will be judicially killed on
. August 10, if the past bloody record of the
State of Ohio is a reliable indication of
what will occur.

Otto Leuth, sixteen years old, was hang-
ed in the Ohio Penitentiary at Columbus on
August 29, 1890. William Haas, seventeen,
was executed in the same prison on April
21, 1897. Harley Beard, seventeen, was
put to death there December 4, 1914.
Emanuel Ross, seventeen, was killed by the
state’s executioner November 26, 1926, less
than two years ago.

The press reports say that when the pres-
ent victim was asked by the judge if he had
anything to say why the death sentence
should not be passed upon him he was
silent and “‘seemed not to realize the plight
he was in.” Can your imagination repro-
duce that scene? A boy sixteen years old,
surrounded by a jury that had decided that
he must die, a prosecuting attorney who
had demanded his blood, that the “majesty
of law may be vindicated,” a stern-faced
judge waiting to inflict the death sentence,
and a crowd of the curious whose slumber-
ing animal passions had been fanned to a
pitch of fury by the impassioned- descrip-
tion of the guilt of the child defendant, with
which the prosecutor had regaled them.

Small wonder that when these scenes are
far behind him, the boy cannot realize that
he is actually to die! It is difficult for
those of us who have been studying human
nature for several times the short period he
has lived to realize that in the year 1927
this “Christian country” is still executing
children. It is well nigh unbelievable, but
the ghastly facts are before us.

Something like a half century ago the
country was shocked by a murder com-
mitted by a Massachusetts school boy. In
the great wave of excitement young Pome-
roy was also sentenced to death; but better
judgment prevailed in time, and the sen-
tence was changed to life imprisonment — a
sentence which he is still serving. It is to
be hoped that the humane portion of the
Ohio population will act immediately with
the same sane motive and move heaven and
earth to stop enactment of so disgraceful a
tragedy as that which the Ohio court has
authorized. That would do something
toward redeeming a bloody record of child
executions that belongs properly to the
brutal annuals of the Middle Ages.

Arthur Brisbane, in his daily column,
says truly enough that as horrible as the
Snyder murder case is, the act of the State
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What to Do When You Come to Convention

1. Go to your local railway  passenger agent
sometime between August 24 and 30, inclusive.
This is the only time during which you can obtain
a reduced rate, full fare going — half fare return-
ing.

2. Ask for a cerriFIcaTE (not a receipt) and a
separate one for each member of your family.
Sign it and have those with you sign theirs.

3. Purchase FULL-FARE ONE-wAY tickets to
Chicago. Children from 5 to 12 ride at one half
fore. Get on the train. Cheerio you're off.

4. Immediately upon arrival have your Certi-
ficate and those of your family signed by Miss
Mary Montz and validated by a SPECIAL RAILROAD
AGENT who will be at the Convention on August
27, 29, 30, and 31. Without the signature of this
special agent Certificates will not be honored for
one half fare on return trip.

5. Purchase your return trip ticket by present-
ing your validated Certificate plus one half the
price of a one way fare to a Chicago ticket agent
on or before September 3, the last date on which
your Certificate will be honored.

What you canwor do if taking advantage of the
reduced rates.

1. You cannot purchase. tickets, have them
validated, or purchase return tickets other than
within the dates specified.

2. You cannot return by a different route than
the one by which you came.

3. You cannot obtain a refund on account of
failure to either obtain a proper Certificate, or on
account of failure to have the Certificate vali-
dated. (If it happens, which is very unlikely, that
your local agent is not authorized to issue you
a Certificate, buy a fare to the nearest point on
your journey where a Certificate can be obtained
and get the reduction for that part of your
journey. If your agent is authorized but has no
Certificates obtain a receipt for your fare, separate
receipts for each member of your family, and a
note to the effect that Certificates were not at
hand.)

4. You cannot obtain Certificate Plan reduction
from territories having summer tourist rates. The

The FELLOWSHIP CLUB
51 anp 52 LANCASTER GATE
Hype Parx, W. 2. LoNDoN,

Founded by Dr. Arundale, the club is
forming an international center of T. S.
and members of allied movements, resi-
dent and non-resident. Overseas mem-
bership $1.25. Write for further infor-
mation. And —

Ena.

Stop there when in London

fact of the matter is tourist rates are cheaper than
Certificate Plan, so take advantage of them if
you are so located. Inquire.

Three Final Points

A. At least 250 members must use the Certlf-
icate plan in order that the railroads will give us
the discount.

B. Now the minimum fare with which you can
buy a certificate is 67 cents, so if you live 67
cents worth of railroad away from Chicago, buy
a Certificate and help those who live at a distance.

C. If you know how hard it is to park in Chi-
cago, don’t bring your car. Furthermore, every-
body in the city are not as yet Theosophists and
cars have a habit of disappearing into thin air.

Read these points again — especially the first
five, slowly, attentively. They are really quite
simple. Follow them to the letter and you will
have smooth sailing, and the smoother the sailing,
the happier your mood when you arrive, and the
happier your mood when you arrive, the more
joyful the convention.

1927 Adyar Day Retur :s
America Shares With Adyar

By Dr. ErRNEST STONE

The American membership is to be once more
congratulated on the splendid success of Adyar
Day. Although we did not reach our goal of
$10,000, still the sum collected for the Mother
Center is one that does credit to the American
Section. From January 20, when Mr. Robert R.
Logan of Philadelphia gave the first gift for the
year, to the last contribution received on April
20 from Newark Lodge, N. Y., the money col-
lected amounted to no less than $7,84044 —a
splendid achievement, and one made possible by
the sum total of the many small gifts given by
the general membership of the Theosophical
Society. “In union there is strength.” The com-
bined resources of nine thousand people is a
power to reckon with, which we see reflected in
the Adyar Fund.

The Idle Word

(Continued from page 3)

be no gossip and no idle words. You may think
it is only a small matter but remember how it
is said in scripture: “Behold how great a matter
a little fire kindleth.” And again that “the tongue
is a consuming fire and it is set on fire of hell.”
The fire you send forth in your speech may be
the fire -of your love and of your devotion.
Remember also another verse from the Christian
Bible which says to us: “Rehearse not every tale;
if it be possible without offence, speak not of
other men’s lives.” Let us determine that we
will speak evil of no man. If we cannot speak
good of him, then let us Leep silent. — (Abridged
from Liberal Catholic.)
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What About the Theosophical Society?

By A. Ross Read

Some members of our American Theosophical
Society see an impending crisis in the organization
owing to the changes suggested by President Besant
relative to the Society at-large. If that be the case
‘‘forewarned is forearmed’’ and the whole situation
should be discussed calmly, kindly and frankly, within
the Society, and with due consideration and courtesy
between those differing with one another. By the
exercise of genuine charity and good will throughout
much, if not all, of the anticipated danger may be
averted. With this end in view, I ask for space for
this article, in the Messenger, for some observations
and queries. I also present another plea for the favor
of a hearing, based on the oft expressed admonition of
Dr. Besant, that free and sincere expression of opinion
within the Society should never be denied any member.

The re-election of incumbent officials for the next
three years was an event of such spontaneous endorse-
ment that not a murmur has beén reported from any
nook or corner of our broad land. Under the banner
of serene unanimity they have been bidden to sail on,
borne on the smooth current of trust bestowed upon
them, on into the 7th-year cycle of new adventure.
There may they still bear up, even under the burden
of tremendous responsibilities. Mr. Rogers very
wisely refrained from remarking on the past or fore-
casting the future. He can now consider vital ques-
tions affecting the welfare of the Society as they come
up and base his decision on their merits, without com-
promise on promise or connivance at obliquity.

The many activities which President Besant has
taken on recently, partially, and some of us fear
wholly, obscure Theosophy in the turn of attitudes
she seems to assume. In 1908, in the third im-
pression of the preface to her biography she wrote:

In these nineteen years of strenuous work all over
the world, Theosophy has been to me an ever in-
creasing strength, peace and joy. Never once for a
single instant, has my faith in it faltered, nor the
slightest cloud of distrust flitted across my sky.

Did her faith in Theosophy begin to falter when, in
1911, she wrote about the emergence of a World
Religion? And did distrust of Theosophy flit across
her sky, as to it being the all-sufficient philosophy of
life she once considered it? And now later, instead
of turning Theosophy into a world religion, she would
substitute for it The Fellowship of Faiths. Does not
that imply that to her Theosophy does not include
all truths mnecessary for man to know nor answer all
problems affecting his progress and evolution?

I ask these questions with profound respect for
her great Soul and I can truly say, in sadness, to see

Publicity Fund - April

Donations to this fund are used in supplying in-
quirers with brief attractive statements of the
truths of Theosophy.

Previously acknowledged ......... Ceeeseanaes $843.94
Atlanta Lodge .............. e . 1.70
Lillian C. Pierre .........vvevvivvivacacsn. 25.00
Oakland Lodge ............ et 2.30
Glendive Lodge .......ovvvvuu... e 2.50
Ann Arbor Lodge ......... 1.50
Mrs, J. T. Crawford ............u.uu.. e .96
Cleveland Lodge .......oevvevnennn. ceee... 10.00
Lansing Lodge ........ E I & X111
Evelyn B. Tannenholz ...... [N e .35
S. J. Brownson ............ 25
Seattle Lodge ............... .. Ceeeeee 3.00
Pacific Lodge ...... 2.35
Frank Gentile ............. e .84
Dora A. Dorsey ....... 1.00
W. M. Awbrey ........ccovuunn. .50
St. Louis Lodge Library ....... cerieseea... 10,00
A. A, Olson ..... sebteseseseteteeetatonsans 2.00
Miss Julia Jackson ............ s esinann 5.00
Mrs. B. F. Finkle .........cco0iiiiiuivnnn.. 1.10
Mrs. Annie F. Cook ..... ceteesecsiraan 1.00
Mrs. F. W. McAllister ..... e . 1.00

Total .............. e ...$428.29

her make Theosophy a secondary consideration in the
mighty instrumentalities for promoting the welfare
of humanity. I will not condemn her for taking what
seems to me backward steps, nor would I dim the
luster of a single gem in the diadem of her marvelous
achievements for humanity in the days when the in-
spiration of Theosophy alone gave her the necessary
illumination for her magnificent work.

Does not all this indicate that the time has come
for drawing the line of demarcation, clear and distinct,
between Theosophy, pure and illuminative, and religion
of any kind still retaining Middle-Age superstitions, or
any one going back to such blighting practices?

Let others take what course they will, Theosophy, as
given us by the Masters through Madam Blavatsky, is
the all in all philosophy of life for me, now and
evermore, at least in this incarnation.

Deaths

The wise grieve neither for the living nor for the dead.

Nor at any time verily was I not, nor thou, nor these
princes of men, nor verily shall we ever cease to
be, hereafter. — The Bhagavad-Gita.

Miss Shirley Gable, Muscatine,

Mr. Clarence C. Himes, Maryland,

Mrs. Olivia W. Jettinghoff, Columbus,

Mrs. Fanny Thompson, Columbus,

Mrs. Clara Mungall, Pittsburgh,

Mrs. Ellen Price, Minneapolis,

Mrs. Blanche K. Sprague, Oak Park,

Miss Blanche Wilhelm, Mt Vernon,

Mr. James Manning.

Mr. Alfred W. Allen, Oakland Lodge

Mrs. Cora I. Blair, Boulder Lodge

Dr. W. H. Bennet, Chicago Lodge

Mrs. Mertie S. Blair, Central N. Y.

Mrs. Martha Carey, Genesee Lodge -

Mr. Wallace B. Colp, Section Member

Mrs. May P. De Gruchy, A. B. Boston
Mrs. Marie Effert, Hermes Phila Lodge

Mr. Eddy Mosman Glidden, Colorado Lodge
Mr. George Riblet, Colorado Lodge

Mrs. Jennie B. Thomas, Salt Lake City Lodge

Tree Fund

Those who wish to see the mew headquarters
beautified with trees are urged to add to this all
too small amount.

Previously acknowledged Ceeiiieieeeee...$10.00
Pagadena Lodge, in memory of Dr. Anna Wardall
cott oo
Mr. and Mrs. George McAinsh, in memory of
Elizabeth McAinsh .
Mrs. Elsa T. Leland ..

Public Library Fund

With this money theosophical books are bought
and placed in public libraries over the country
wher}’le they may be found by those who are lead
to them.

Previously acknowledged ................. .$994.10
Charles R. Montgomery ....... e e . 5.00
Total ............... ceeee...$999.10

New Territory and Advertising Fund

This fund s used in opening new territories to
theosophical work. It needs your support.

Previously acknowledged ...... ..$39.00
Miss Loretta McDonald .................... 4.00

Total ............. cevenen....$438.00
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Theosop}ly as the Masters See It

By Clara M. Codd

This book is a veritable touchstone to the Masters’ viewpoint, for not only
are Their very words quoted but the author has with intuitive insight distilled
the Master’s thought from the maze of Their communications and arranged
it to give a rounded view of Their vast and perfect consciousness. Truly

illuminative!

Price $1.75

The Religion af Zarathushtra

By I. J. S. TARAPOREWALA

The author, a famous scholar in India,
was born and raised a follower of
Zoroaster. In the spirit of devotion he
gives us the main tenets of his faith ;
and again, a Theosophist reveals the
unity underlying all religions.

Price $1.25

Indian Tales of Love
and Beauty
By JosepuHINE RANSOM

“There is a deathless charm about these
tales of old-world heroines. . . . No land
has given to humanity sweeter and
stronger types of womanhood than has
the land of Ind, and to tell of the women
of the past is to inspire the women of
the present, and to shape the women of
the future.” —A. B.

Price $1.00

The Theosophical Press

o

]

Brother of the Third
Degree
By Wi L. Garver

This is a new edition of this
most popular novel of the
occult. It is a story of the
trials, ordeals, thrilling experi-
ences and noble ideals of a
mystic brotherhood in the
twentieth century.

Price $2.50

Spiritualizing Unspiritual
, Judaism
By A. Hornge

Mr. Horme is doing for his
religion, Judaism, - what the
Liberal Catholic Church is
doing for Christianity, liberat-
ing it from its class animosi-
ties, worn-out traditions, and
hollow conventionalities. Un-
derneath Judaism he reveals
the pure waters of Divine
Wisdom.
Price $0.15

826 Oakdale Avenue
Chicago
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