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The American Theosophical Society ~ National President’s
Annual Report

Chicago, August 30, 1926.
To the Fortieth Annual Convention:

Annual reports usually deal much in figures,
placing-emphasis~on ‘the net gain in membership,
and on that point it may be said that our total
active membership &t the end of the fiscal year,
1925, was 7,049 while at the end of this fiscal year,
1926, it is 7,511—a net gain of 462 members;
but the number of members gained during any
period is secondary in importance to the achieve-
ments of the Society. The membership growth
has been a little larger than in previous years
and 23 new Lodges have been organized, making
the total 274; but the really important thing is
that the gain in enthusiasm and ene€rgy is what
we might reasonably expect in these days of great
theosophical events. The really vital point is
not how many we are but rather what we can
unitedly accomplish.

At our annual Convention a year ago, you
adopted the recommendation to immediately start
a fund for the erection of a suitable national
Headquarters building at Wheaton, and sub-
scriptions aggregating $78,000 were made at that
time. Our architects estimated the cost of the
building at $150,000; but the plans were not
wholly acceptable to either the delegates or to
your Board of Directors. Requested changes in
the building brought the estimate up to $176,000.
After obtaining preliminary bids, the estimated
cost was raised to $190,000. This is in part no
doubt due to the recent wage advance which
now gives bricklayers, plasterers, etc., $78 per
week of 44 hours. That estimate of $190,000 is ex-
clusive of the cost of the printing plant build-
ing, which we should be able to erect with the
sale of our present Headquarters property, but
it is, of course, uncertain when that asset can
be made available. The total Wheaton invest-
ment will somewhat exceed a quarter million
dollars. ’

The response to the appeal for funds has been
magnificent, and there is every reason to believe
that the entire amount required will be sub-
seribed and paid proportionally as the time passes
so that the Society can discharge the last of its
financial obligations by the end of the fiscal
year, 1928.

The cash to proceed at once with the erection
of the building, which is designed to house all
our national activities and also the Headquarters
workers, is being raised by an issue of bonds to
be redeemed as the pledges are paid during the
credit period of three years.

We hope to be in possession of the new build-
ing before the assembling of our next annual
Convention. Once in our permanent, Head-
quarters, we can undertake new activities to in-
crease the efficiency of both members and Lodges
in the vitally important work of giving The-
osophy to the American people. The first step
should be the establishment of a training school

for lecturers, class leaders, and field workers.
The demand by the Lodges for lecturers is
steadily increasing. It is far beyond the supply
and, as matters stand now, we are not properly
meeting the needs of the theosophical movement.
We should have many more lecturers who can
present Theosophy to the public from -the lec-
ture platform, and in the classroom, and do it
both accurately and attractively. Every busi-
ness and profession trains into efficiency those
who rise from the ranks to leadership, and we
can, of course, do the same thing. Hitherto, the
production of lecturers has been left to chance,
with the result that the supply is wholly out of
proportion to the need. As rapidly as possible,
we should develop and perfect. a training school
where our members, particularly those of the
younger generation that have an aptitude for it,
can be thoroughly schooled in public speaking,
in the arts of successful class work, in correct
Lodge procedure, and in itinerant field work.
Gradual growth in such an enterprise usually
gives the most satisfactory results, and we might
well begin with merely a summer school at our
new Headquarters for lecturers and class teachers.

Qur Theosophical Correspondence School has
now completed its third year and, under the able
guidance of Mrs. Emogene 8. Simons, has served
a most useful purpose. The elementary, inter-
mediate, and advanced courses have been taken
by many members who have thus gained a .
definiteness of theosophical knowledge which they
formerly lacked. Many Lodges have found the
very carefully prepared lessons extremely help-
ful in class work. The attention of new members
is called to the elementary course as a means of
acquiring a systematic knowledge of the theo-
sophical teachings. Our Correspondence School
has done, and will continue to do, very useful
work but it can never take the place of the pro~
posed training school at Headquarters. It can
only give a thorough knowledge of the philoso-
phy, while the training school will supply the
services of experienced teachers in voice training,
dramatic expression, platform work, etc—in
short, the training that will enable one to pass
his theosophical knowledge on to others in the
most effective manner. Our greatest single need
in the United States today is lecturers who can
present Theosophy acceptably to the public.

With the growing interest of the public in
Theosophy, the value of having our literature
placed in public libraries becomes more and more
apparent. During the past year, we have placed
1,730 books in 287 public libraries in 24 states.
Occasionally a person joins the Society through
reading these books; but, aside from that, there
are doubtless thousands of people who are thus.
obtaining their first contact with Theosophy. The
theosophical books thus placed within reach of
the general public in scores of the smaller cities.
where we have no Lodges constitute a permanent
source of supply of theosophical knowledge that
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Children’s Story—Marjorie Learns to Listen

By OrLINE BARNETT MOoORE

“God lives in our garden, in the flowers
and the trees; .

God lives in our garden, in the fairies and
the bees.

You can hear Him if you listen, but be
oh! so still!
on’t twist and squirm and pluck the grass,

And wonder when the hour will pass,

Or who is head in spelling class.”

“‘I'm not wondering who is head in spelling
class,” said Marjorie.

.. “Who said you were?” asked Joy-feeling.
“But I'm afraid it fits—a little—in other
wiays,” said Marjorie, “because I don’t keep very
still, you know.”
" “You could be stiller,” admitted Joy.

. “Suppose I try right now,” said Marjorie.

* So she closed her eyes and never blinked at
all. And she listened. You know how it feels
to listen. It feels a tiny bit exciting, because at
any minite you may hear something, and you
almost hold your breath, and you begin to feel
good inside because the sounds that you can
néver héar when you are making noises yourself
conmi€ to your ears and you begin to find God in
the garden. :

The sound of the fountain came through the
warm, summer air, “Plash! Splash! Drip!
Trickle!” There was a June-bug too, who buz-
zed wery near, and a. little rustle of leaves because
there was a wind in the trees. A mocking-bird
began to sing. He seemed to know the song that
Joy ‘had sung, for he continued it:

“You can hear God in the music of the
water’s laughing swirl;

You can hear Him in the heart-beats of a
happy little girl.”

“It’s much harder to hear God in your own
heart-beats,” whispered Joy. “But you can do
even that if you practise long enough. Besides,
practising listening helps you to know the cell-
people and by and by, you get so you can see
the fairies.” .

Marjorie thought that to know the fairies and
the cell-people would be worth a great deal of
practising, so she decided she would try every
day, and of course, it was not very long after
that when she could keep very still in the garden
and she found that she heard more and more
lovely things every time she tried.

And then, one day, after she had been practis-
ing listening for quite a while, Marjorie had a
boil on her arm. Joy was considerably incon-
venienced by it, because, of course, it hurt, and
it isn’t easy to be happy and to feel sing-y in-
side when you hurt. But Marjorie remembered
Joy and how very necessary it was for her to
keep him well and strong by being happy herself,
so she tried to forget about her arm. Joy offered
8 suggestion, very timidly. Joy said:

“You’ve been practising listening all this time
and you can do it very well now. Why don’t
you try it on the cell-people in you arm? They
are very busy working on that boil, trying to

get rid of it for you. If you listen hard enough,
you can hear them fighting.”

So Marjorie sat down and closed her eyes (it
is easier to listen with your eyes shut) and kept
very, very still. It was just like a story-book,
what was going on in Marjorie’s arm. There were
the enemy cell-people, and there were other cell-
people (Marjorie’s own, who lived in her arm all
the time) who came to fight the enemy. There
was a wonderful battle. Many soldiers on both
sides were slain. All those killed in battle made
up what Marjorie’s mother ‘called “pus.” She
opened the boil one day and many of the dead
were drained out, and in this way she helped
the little cell-people who were trying to rebuild
Marjorie’s arm. They had to get rid of all the
dead soldiers, and those that were not drained
off, they ate up.

Then, another kind of cell-people, who lived
all the time in Marjorie’s arm, came to help
make the new flesh and close the hole where the
pus drained out. Every morning, Marjorie sat
down to listen, to see how the battle was pro-
gressing. She became so interested in all the
little people who lived in her arm that she for-
got how much it hurt.

The builders made a ring around the boil and
came down on it from all sides. They were dif-
ferent from the cell-people who ate up the dead
and injured bodies of the cells on the battle-
field. These little people began to multiply them-
selves, the way Joy told Marjorie that all cell-
people could do, and by separating off a part of
themselves, they made two cells, where there
was only one before.

“Oh Joy!” called Marjorie, “There are three
different kinds of cell-people that I know. There
are the ones that fight the battle, and the ones
that clean up, and the ones that make a new
piece of arm for me.”

Joy laughed and sang another verse to his

g:

“God lives in your body from your fingers
to your toes,

God lives in your body, in your joys, and
in your woes;

When you are sick don’t think of pain,

But listen with your might and main,

And God will make you whole again.”

Publicity Fund Donations--July

Arthur Hosegood

Chicago Lodge .....ieveeerrracennnnnnnans 4.00
St. Louis Lodge ........cecevvenvnennenns 10.00
Brotherhood Detroit Lodge 9.75
San Bernardino Lodge .. 3.00
Mrs. F. W. McAllister . 2.00
Miss Nina Lois Foote ....... 4.00
H. D. Olsen . ...vvvutvreneesanoasennnennn 7.50
Lansing Lodge ......ciiviiineneerenannns 3.00
Stockton Lodge ......ccecciiiiniinaaaann 4.50
Gulfport Lodge ..... 1.80
Seattle Lodge ....... 3.00
San Francisco Lodge 1.00
Miscellaneous ........cceveeececrrsscancns 6.27
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" Board of Directors’ Meeting

The Board of Directors held a session on Satur-
day, August 28, preceding the opening of the
Convention, and another session the day follow-
ing adjournment. At both sessions there was a
full attendance.

The following amendments to the By-Laws
were ordered: that Section Three of By-Law X,
relating to a defunct Lodge, be amended by in-
serting “and the Theosophical Society in America
shall have the right to hold all records of the
Lodge and all property of the Lodge and shall
have the right to dispose of them in such manner
as to the Board of Directors may seem to the best
interest to the Society”; and that the designation
“Section member” shall be changed to “National
member.”

The necessary resolution to legalize the acts
of the President and Secretary of the Board in
carrying out the Board’s instructions during build-
ing operations was adopted, authorizing them ‘to
sign the name of the Theosophical Society in
America to “such contracts and obligations as
may be necessary for labor and material in the
construction of said Headquarters building and
the purchasing of the necessary furniture, fixtures,
library and equipment and for the improvement
and beautifying of the land and to do and to per-
form all other acts and things necessary in the
premises.” They were also authorized to take
the necessary steps in financing the work and
were directed to sell the present Headquarters
building in Chicago when the new building is
ready to occupy.

A resolution was adopted accepting the gifts
of land to the Society, the list being as follows:
Lot 9 from Mrs. Lelia Jones, lot 8 from Captain
Russell Lloyd Jones, lot 11 from Mr. and Mrs.
Louis B. Cassell, lot 4 from Clifton D. Benson,
one-half of lot 12 from Henry D. Olsen, 160
acres of farming land in Minnesota from Dr. E.
C. Boxell. The value of the lots mentioned is
in excess of $1,000 each and they are all just
across Wheaton Avenue on the west of the new
building site. The value of the farm presented by
Dr. Boxell is about $2,400.

At the second session held September 2, steps
were taken to carry out the change of name
adopted at the Convention — The Theosophical
Society in America.

A resolution was adopted to the effect that
“no advertisements shall appear in THE MESSEN-
GER except from established firms of good repu-
tation.” This arose from the fact that TaE
Mrssencer has sustained some losses through
accepting advertisements from enterprises not
financially sound and particularly because mem-
bers who see advertisements in Tare MESSENGER
are inclined to accept that as a guarantee of the
financial reliability of the concern placing the
advertisement. and thus be led to make unfortu-
nate investments.

The following national lecturers were appointed:
Mr. Max Wardall, Miss Elaine Scribner, Dr.
Nina E. Pickett, Mrs. Harriet Tuttle Bartlett,
Mrs. Laura S. Wood, Mr. Alwyn J. Baker. The

following district: lecturers were appointed: Mrs.
Virginia Baverstock,,-Mr. J. C. Crummey, Mr.
Scott Van Etten, Mr. Walter G. Greenleaf, Mrs.
Florence Kramer, Mrs. Louise Arnold, Dr. E. E.
Edmundson, Mrs. Rebecca L. Finch, Mrs. Gussie
M. Hopkins, Mr. E. €. Luntz, Mrs. A. Ross Read,
Miss Margaret V. Sherlock, Mrs. Helen M. Stark,
Mr. James H. Swain, Miss Gail Wilson, Miss
Mabel Zimmer. .

The Judiciary Committee appointed consists
of Mr. C. F. Holland, Mr. J. H. Carnes and Mr.
Robert R. Logan. - .

The necessary receipt was sent to the estate of
the late Sigrid Karolina Sjolander for the pay-
ment of a legacy of $125 to the Society.

International Fellowship of Teachers
By JuLia K. Somer, B.Sc.
The spirit of cooperative work in service to

- humanity is abroad in the world. One after an-

other organizations are coming into birth, banding
together men and women having a common path
of service, in order that in this cooperative way
they may do their work more effectively. This
is the aim of “The International Fellowship of
Teachers” whose object is “To Serve the World
Through Education.”

Membership in the Fellowship is a pledged one,
requiring a year’s probation before being finally
admitted as a pledged member. The spirit of
the pledge is too long to quote but consists
of an expression of the ideals that any teacher
holds in regard to her profession and her pupils.
Non-pledged ‘associate membership as well as
honorary membership is also possible.

The Fellowship was established on “October 1,
1920 by some twenty-six students of the National
University, Adyar, Madras, who desired to dedi-
cate themselves to the service of their Mother-
land through one of the noblest of professions—
education. They have bound themselves to ob-
serve certain rules while members of the Fellow-
ship, while being at liberty to resign at any time;
and they chose Mr. G. S. Arundale, the then
Principal of the National University, to be their -
Chief under Rule 2 of the Constitution. A Cere-
monial for the remewal of pledges and for the
admission of new members is separately pub-
lished. Application for admission to any of the
grades should be addressed to The Rt. Rev. G.
S. Arundale, Theosophical Society, Adyar, Ma-
dras, S., India; or to S. Michael’'s Foundation,
Huizen, N. Holland.”

Again We Lose

In July we received $14.10 from our thought-
ful members to cover exchange on their personal
checks. However, this only took care of part of
the checks we received.

Our exchange charges at the bank for July
were $33.35. Therefore, Headquarters lost $19.25
on this one item during the month.
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In the Way of Heaven. Edited by Theodore
Besterman. Published by Methuen & Co.,
London. Price, Cloth, $1.75, through The
Theosophical Press. '

In this small book Mr. Besterman has collected
under one cover the principal passages in Budd-
hist, Christian, Confucian, Hindu, Jewish, Muslim,
Taoist, and Zoroastrian texts relating to the
qualities that have to be cultivated in order to
enable the individual to achieve spiritual progress.
Every quotation is numbered, and by reference
to the table and notes at the back of the book,
one can trace the religion to which it belongs
and the book from which it is taken. For instance,
we read:

LXXXV —The Noble Man

The noble man takes the Right as his
foundation principle, reduces it to prac-
tice with all courtesy, carries it out with
modesty, and renders it perfect with
sincerity; such is the noble man.
Confucius, The Analects, XV, xvii.

This is a helpful collection and one which
demonstrates that all religions teach the ampler
life and also the Path which leads to it. They
all implore men to cut the bonds that tie their
feet and walk freely in the Way of Heaveﬁ. L

The Dance Over Fire and Water, by Elie Faure,
translated from the French by John Gould
Fletcher. Published by Harper & Brothers.
Price, Cloth, 8300, through The Theosophical
Press. )

This book represents the logical sequence in
Mr. Faure’s subjective life to the brilliant work
he did in History of Art. This four volume work
is perhaps the most poetic and intuitive history
of the great art eras that has been written. It
developed in the author a certain splendor of
outlook and, having surveyed the monuments of
“g]l the nations of the earth and the kingdoms
thereof,” he is enabled to draw some sweeping
conclusions. One of these, and it serves as the
major thesis of The Dance Over Fire and Water,
is that war and revolution are necessary to in-
duce a flowering of the art spirit in man.

The writer of this review had formed a vague
theory, based on The Textbook of Hindu Relig-
ion and Ethics, that a cyclic law is in operation,
by which matter is thrown into violent activity
and upon that activity is imposed, from time to
time, a rhythm, which rhythm we see as a period
of efflorescence in which many great art works
are produced. Mr. Faure goes further and says
quite definitely that the periods of efflorescence
could not have come about had it not been for
the preceding eras of revolution, war or national
catastrophe. He builds his theory on history it-
self. The dance, then, is the harmony upspring-
ing in the hearts of men, stimulated into out-
ward expression by the soul-stirring impacts of
national violence. Indeed the author attributes
the long artistic history of France to the very
fact that she has served for the past two thou-
sand years as a battle ground.

The essay on “The Morality of Art” is a very
well thought-out, though not very lucid, dis-
cussion of a subject that has stirred up much
debate and as much friction. Morality, the
author contends, comes after art: “Morality ap-
pears when the power of men to seize upon the
goods which await his pride and thirst, for love
and danger, courage and activity, is diminishing.”
“Morality is the instrument above all of the en-
slavements of men.” “Art, and art alone is moral
because it is the obedience to the rhythm and it
cruelly makes use of everything, even war if
l_1te,<,:essary, to re-find rhythm when men have lost
it.

Later essays in the book suffer from two
things: the writer's own emotionalism and inept
translation. The brilliance of the author’s train
of thought is marred by an unexpected bitterness
which can only be founded upon unfortunate
personal experiences in Paris, in his dealings with
the curious, caste-bound régime of the art world
there. John Gould Fletcher, the translator, is
unable to find adequate English equivalents
and the original thought could never have been
very clear. The end of the book, however, returns
to the original note: “I tell you that when it is
a crowd that struggles and conquers the prey
for which it has fought, it is that lyric exaltation
which covers its soil entirely with temples and
altars. All sing, all build,—and all hearts beating
together, flood with such life the secret God that
inhabits them, that His form appears.”

A. Eugene Deaderick.

The Prophet, by Kahlii Gibran. Published by
Alfred A. Knopf, New York. Price, Cloth,
$2.00, through The Theosophical Press.

The artist speaks through every process which,
in combination, goes to make up one of the
loveliest things we have had to review for some
time,— the binding in black and gold with its
artistic, symbolic design on the cover; the deep
cream-colored paper; the original old style type
in which the book is printed, that “imparts a
definite character to the page without intruding
itself upon the reader’s consciousness”; the twelve
remarkable illustrations which are really an in-
tegral part of the text; and finally, the life that
is ensouled in the text itself that is revealed to
us through the poetry of sound, color, and form
of words, three at least of the avenues along
Whiffh the Infinite Life of the Ages expresses
itself.

And it is of that Infinite Life of the Ages that
the Prophet would tell us, in his own poetical,
Eastern way which sinks into the consciousness
with an Oriental hush that is captivating.

The author is well fitted by the circumstances
of his life, as well as his ideas, to act as another
interpreter of the East to the West.

A book of Alfred A. Knopf which carries the
“Borzoi” trademark always indicates something
out of the ordinary. It is most gratifying to a
Theosophist. to see that a house such as A. A.
Knopf, Inc., will bring out a book by an Eastern
mystic under the “Borzoi” classification and to
see its judgment vindicated by the fact that The









